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39    Abercom,   James    Marquess  of. 
{Duke  of  Abercom) 

346  Abercromby,  George  Ralph  Lord 

468  Aberdare,  Henry  Ctunpbell  Lord 

52  Abergavenny,  William  Marquess  of 

75  Abingdon,  Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of 

395   Abinger,  James  Yorke  MacGrregor 
Lord 

460   Acton,  John  Emerich  Edward  Lord 

539    Addington,  Egerton  Lord 

47   Ailesbury,  Henry  Augustus  Mar- 
quess of 

49   Ailsa,  Archibald  Marquess  of 

86    Airliti,  David  Stanley  William  Earl 
of.    (Elected  for  ScotUtrtd) 

5  Albany,  His  Royal  Highness 
Leopold  Charles  Edward  Geo. 
Albert  Duke  of 

77    Albemarle,  Arnold  Allan  Cecil  Earl 
of 

577    Aldenham,  Henry  Huoks  Lord 
478   AUngton,  Heniy  Genurd  Lord 


158   Amherst,  William  Archer  Earl 

,  564    Amherst    of    Hackney,  William 
Amhurst  Lord 

491    Ampthill,  Arthur  Oliver  Villiers 
Lord 

194    Ancaster,  Gilbert  Henry  Earl  of 
45   Anglesey,  Henry  Cyril  Marquess  of 

439    Annaly,  Luke  Lord 

125    Annesley,  Hugh  Earl.    (Elected  for 
Jndanii) 

486    Ardilaun,  Arthur  Edward  Lord 

33    Argyll,  George  Douglas  Duke  of 

536   Armstrong,  William  George  Lord 

278   Arundell     Wardour,  John  Francis 
Lord 

512   Ashbourne,  Edward  Lord 

99   Ashbumham,  Bertram  Earl  of 

397    Ashburton,  Francis  Denzil  Edward 
Lord 

551    Ashcombe,  George  Lord 

571    Ashton,  James  Lord 

322    Auckland,  William  Morton  I^rd 
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Avebury,  John  LonI  I  447 

Aylesford,  Charles  \Vightwick  Earl 
of 


23 
527 
318 

271 


48 


327 


102 


435 


147 


103 


Bagot,  William  Lord  I 
Balinhard,  Jamos  Lord.  (Kitrl  of< 

Balfour     of     Burley,    Alexander !  2')4 
Hugh  Lord.  {EMpd for  Sfttlaml) ! 

Bandon,  James  Francis  Earl  of. 

{EWM  fm-  Irelanil) 

Bangor,   Henry  William  Crosbic 
A'iscount.    {Eledifl  for  Irehnd) 

Barnard,  Henry  de  Vere  Lord 

Basing,  George  Limbrey  Lord 

Bateman,  William  Batoman  Lord 

Bath,  Thomas  Heniy  Marquess  of 

Bath  and  Wells,  Geo.  Wyndham 
Bishop  of 

Bfithnrst,  Seymour  Henry  Earl 

Battersea,  Cyril  Lord  ! 

Beauchamp,  William  Earl  i '  '  ^ 

Beaufort,   Henry    Altlebert    Wei-  \ 
lington  Fitzro}-  Duke  of  :  *1 

Bedford,  Herbrand  Arthur  Duke  of  -^^ 

Belmore,  Somerset  Richard  Earl '. 

of  {EU'deii  for  Irelaiof) 

Belper,  Henry  Lord 

Berkeley,  Randal  Mowbray  Thomas  119 
Earl  of  1^5 

Berwick,  Richard  Henry  Lord        .  328 

Blythswood,  Archibald    Campbell . 
Ix)rd  ;  6 

Bolingbroke  and  St.  John,  ; 

Viscount 

Bolton,  William  Thomas  Lord         ,  44 
Boston,  George  Florance  Lord  267 
Botreaux,  Charles  Edwarri  Hastings  \  1^61 
Lord.    {Knri  of  hmhun) 

Bowes,  Claude  Lord.  {Enrl  of  \  7 
Siruihmmr  tmd  Kitujkorn) 

Boyle,  Richanl  Edmund  St. !  219 
Lawrence  Lord.  {Earl  of  Cork  406 
mid  Oirn-y) 

Brabourne,  Edward  Lord  <  315 

Bradford,  Qeorge  Cecil   Orlando , 
Earl  of  I  71 

Brampton,  Henry  Lord  i  255 


Brancepeth,  Giistaviis  Russell  Lord. 

(  J'itromt  Botjne) 

Brandon,  Alfred  Douglas  Duke  of 

Brassey,  Thomas  Lord 

Braybrooke,    Charles  Cornwallis- 
l^rd 

Braye,  Alfred  Thomas  Townshend 
Lorti 

Breadalbane,  Gavin  Marquess  of 

Bridport,  Alexander  Nelson  Vis- 
count 

Bristol,  Fredk.  William  John  Mar- 
quess of 

Brodrick,  William  Lord.  {Fistoitnt 
M-iUfUm)  . 

Brooke,  Francis  Richard  Charles^ 
Guy  Earl,  and  Earl  of  Warwick 

Brougham  and  Vaux,  Henry  Charles- 
Lord 

Brownlow,    Adelbert  Wellington 
Brownlow  Earl 

Buckinghamshii-e,  Sidney  Carr  Earl 
of 

Burghclere,  Herbert  Coiilstoun  Loitl' 

Burton,  Michael  Arthur  Lord 

Bute,  John  Patrick  Maniuess  of 

Byron,  George  Frederick  William. 
Lord 


Cadogan,  George  Henry  Earl 

Cairns,  Herbert  John  Earl 

Calthorpe,  Augustus  Cholmondeley 
Lord 

Cambridge,  His  Hoyal  Highness- 
George  William  Frederick  Charles- 
Duke  of 

Camden,  John  Charles  Marquess 

Camoys,  Ralph  Francis  Julian  I^rd. 

Campcrdown,  Robert  Adam  Philips. 
Holdano  Earl  of 

Canterbury,  Frederick  Archbishop 
of 

Canterbury,  Henry  Charles  Viscount 

Carow,  Robert  Shapland  George 
Julian  Lord 

Carleton,  Richard  Henry  Lord. 
{Earl  of  Shannon) 

Carlisle,  George  James  Karl 

Carlisle,  John  Wareing  Bishop  of 
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ll«    Carnarvon,  George  Edward  Stan- 
hope Molrneux  Earl  of 

!<7    Camwath,  Robert  Harris  Carnwath  ! 
Earl  of.    {Elected  jor  ScotUnid) 

195   Carrington,  Charles  Kobert  Earl 

.145    Carysfort,  William  Lord.    {Enrl  of 
t'diys/orf) 

:\o6   Castlemaine,  Albert  Ed^rard  Lord. 
(Elert&I  for  IreUintl) 

+59    Castletown,      Bernard      Edward ' 
Bamaby  Lord  | 

145    Catbcart,  Alan  Frederick  Earl 

139   Cawdor,     Frederick  Archibald 
Vaiighan  Earl 

:lrt7    Chaworth,  Reginald  Lord.    (Enrl  of\ 
Meath)  \ 

430  ChelmsfordfFrederic  Augustus  Lord  ' 
429    Cfaesham,  Charles  Compton  William 

Lord 

249   Chester,  Francis  John  Bishop  of  | 

fi8    Chesterfield,  Edwyn  Francis  Earl  of  . 

538    Cheylesmore,  William  Meriton  Lord 

i:W    Chichester,  Walter  John  Eari  of  ' 

239   Chichester,  Ernest  Roland  Bishop  of  , 

46    Cholmondeley,  George  Henry  Hugh  i 
^larquess  of  ' 

Churchill,   Victor  Albert  Francis  i 
Charles  Lord  1 

431  Churston,  John  Lord 

217    Clancarty,  William  Frederick  Vis-' 
count.    {Earl  of  CUinrarty) 

380   Clanwilliam,  Richard  James  Lord,  i 

{Enrl  of  ChvinUmm) 

U3    Clarendon,  Edward  Hyde  Earl  of 

385    Clements,  Charles  Lord.    {Earl  of 

Leitriiu) 

284    Cliflford  of  Chudleigh,  Lewis  Henry  ; 
Hugh  Lord 

279    Clifton,  Edward  Henry  Stuart  Ix)rd 
{Earl  ff  Darnley) 

263    Clinton,  Charles  Honry  Rolle  Lord 

338    Cionbrock,    Luke    Gerald  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

392    Cloncurry,  Valentine  Frederick  Lord  j 

202    Gobham,  Charles  George  Viscount  ; 

362    Colchester,      Reginald  Charles 
Edward  Lord 

470   Coleridge,  Bernard  John  Sermour 
Lord 


AND  TEMPORAL.  xi 

518    Colville  of  Culross,  Charles  John 
Lord 

218    Combermere,  Francis  Lynch  Wel- 
lington Viscount 

420    Congleton,  Henry  Lortl 

3  Coiinaught  and  Stratliearn,  His 
Royal  Highness  Arthur  AVilliam 
Patrick  Albert.  Duke  of 

530   Coiniemara,  Robert  Ijord 

174  Cottenham,  Kenelm  Charles  Edwanl 

Earl  of 

472    Cottesloe,  Thomas  Fi-ancis  Lord 

78    Coventry,  George  William  Ear!  of 

175  Cowley,  Henry  Arthur  Morningtoii 

Earl 

94    Cowper,  Francis  Thomas  de  Gre\' 
Earl 

193    Cranbrook,  Gathorne  Earl  of 

597    Cranworth,    Robert  Thonihaugh 
Lord 

Craven,   William   George  Robert 

Earl  of 
Crawshaw,  Thomas  Lord 

Crewe,  Robert  Offley  Ashburton 
Earl  of 

Crofton,  Edward  Henry  Churchill 
Lonl.    {EhcU'd  Jor  Ireland) 

Cromer,  Evelyn  Viscount 

11  A:  228   Cross,  Richard  Assheton  Vis- 
count,  (iojv/  Priry  ifeal) 

Cumberland  and  Teviotdale,  Hif* 
Royal  Highness  Emeat  Augustus 
William  Adolphus  George 
Frederick  Duke  of 

Currie,  Philip  Henry  AA'odehouyc 
Lord 


130 

553 
196 

340 

233 


28 


594 


9 1    Dartmouth,  William  Heneage  Earl  of 
180    Dartrey,  Vesey  Earl  of 
568    Davey,  Horace  Lord.    {J  Lord  of 
Jpppfil  in  Ordimiry) 

584    Dawnay,    Hugh    Richard  Lord. 
{Viseomt  Dovne) 

262    De  Clifford,  Jack  Southwell  Lonl 

422    De  Freyno,  Arthur  Lord 

108   De   La    Warr,    Gilbert  George 
Reginald  Eari 

396   De  L'Isle  and  Dudley,  Philip  Lortl 
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407   De  Mauley,  William  Ashley  Webb  i 
Lord 

191   de  Montalt,  Goniwallis  Earl 

537    De  Ramsey,  William  Henry  Lord 
•259    de  Ros,  Dudley  Charles  Lord 

393  De  Saumarez,  James  St.  Vincent 

Lord 

503    de  Vesci,  John   Robert  William 
Lord,    ( Viscount  dt  Vesei) 

369-  Delamere,  Hugh  JjotA 

63  Denbigh,  Rudolph  Robert  Basil 
Aloyaius  Augustine  Earl  of 

394  Denman,  Thomas  Lord 
515   Deramore,  Robert  Wilfrid  Lord 

58   Derby,  Frederick  Arthur  Earl  of 

495    Derwent,  Harcourt  Lord 

61    Devon,  Henry  Hugh  Earl  of 

10  A'  20    Devonshire,  Spencer  Compton 
Duke  of.   {Lord  President  of  the 

302    ^£^y<   Kdward  Henry  Trafalgar 

305    Dinevor,  Arthur  de  Cardonnel  Lord 

72  Doncaster,  William  Henry  Walter 
Earl  of.  (Dii^  of  Bucdeuch  and 
Queensbewy) 

280    Dormer,  John  Baptist  Joseph  Lord 

474    Douglas,  Charles  Alexander  Lord. 
{Earl  of  Home) 

1 21    DroKheda,  Ponsoby  William  Eari  of- 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

1 66    Ducie,  Henry  John  Earl  of 

177    Dudley,  William  Humble  Earl  of 

54  Dufferin  and  Ava,  Frederick  Temple 
Marquess  of 

343    Dunalley,  Henry  O'Callaghan  Loi^. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

89  Dundonald,  Douglas  Mackinnon 
Baillie  Hamilton  Earl  of.  {Elected 

for  Scotland) 

556    Dunleath,  Henr}*  Lyle  Lord 

388   Dunmore,  Charles  Adolphus  Lord. 

{Earl  of  iJuitmore) 

455   Dunning,  John  Lord.    {Lonl  Hollo) 
163   Durham,  John  George  Earl  of 
235    Durham,  Brooke  Foss  Bishop  of 


LIST  OF  THE 

2   Edinbura;h,  His  Royal  Highness 
Alfred  Ernest  Albert  Duke  of 
165    Effingham,      Henry  Alexander 
Grordon  Earl  of 

197    Egerton,  Wilbraham  Eari 

152    Eldon,  John  Earl  of 

421    Elgin,  Victor  Alexander  Lord.  (Earl 
of  Elgin  and  Kincardine) 

347    Ellenborough,     Charles  Towry 
Hamilton  Lord 

172  Ellesmere,  Francis  Charies  Granville 
Earl  of 

517  Elphinstone,  Sidney  Herbert  Lord 

247  Ely,  Alvyne  Bishop  of 

471  Emly,  Thomas  William  Gaston  Lord 

350  Erskine,  William  Macnaghten  Lord 

232  Esher,  Reginald  Baliol  Viscount 

70   Essex,  Greorge  Dtfvereux  de  Vere 
Eari  of 

466    Ettrick,  William  John  George  Lord. 

{Lord  Napier) 

42    Exeter,  AVilliam  Tliomas  Brownlow 
Marquess  of 

245    Exeter,  Edward  Henry  Bishop  of 

215    Exmouth,  Edward  Addington  Har- 
greaves  Viscount 


428   Ebury,  Robert  Wellesley  Lord 


583  Fairlie,  David  Lord.  {Earl  of 
Glasgow) 

200  Falkhind,  Byron  Plantagenet  Vis- 
count.   {Elected  for  Scotland) 

203    Falmouth,  Evelyn  Edward  Thomas 

Viscount 

334  Famham,  Somerset  Heniy  Lord. 
{Elcdcd  for  Ireland) 

590    Farquhar,  Horace  Brand  Lord 

561    Farrer,  Thomas  (^ecil  Lord 

476   Fermanagh,    John   Henry  Lord. 

{Earl  Erne) 

90   Ferrers,  Sewallis  Edward  Earl 

181    Feversham,  William  Ernest  Earl  of 

542    Field,  William  Ventris  Lord 

32    Fife,  Alexander  William  George 
Duke  of 

383  Fin^l,  Arthur  James  Francis  Lord. 
{Earl  of  Fimjall) 

319  Fisherwick,  George  Augustus 
Hamilton  Lord.  {MartpteA-i  'f 
Dontyall) 
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438  Eltzhardinge,  Charles  Paget  Fitz- 
hardinge  Lord 

104  Fitzwilliam,  William  Thomae 
Spencer  Earl 

304    Foley,  Henry  Thomaa  Lord 

287  Forbes,  Horace  Courtenay  Gammell 
Lord.    (Elected  for  Sadlamt) 

370    Forester,  Cecil  Theodore  Lord 

1 1 7    Fortescue,  Hugh  Earl 

359  Foxf ord,  William  Henry  Edmond  de 
Vera  Sheaffe  Lord.  {£arl  of 
Limerick) 


320   Gage,  Henry  Charles  LoitL  {Vis- 
count  Gage) 

171  Giainsboroiuh,  CHiarles  WtUiam 
Francis  Earl  of 

353  Gardner,  —  Lord 

480  Gerard,  \rilliam  Cansfield  Lord 

372  Gifford,  Jklric  Frederick  Lord 

595  Glanusk,  Joseph  Russell  Lord 

576  Glenesk,  Algernon  Lord 

237  Gloucester,  Charles  John  Bishop  of 

214  Grordon,  John  Campbell  Viscount. 
{Earl  of  Aberdeen) 

462  Gormanston,  J enico  William  Joseph 

Lord.    {VimwU  Gormanston) 

222   Gough,  Hugh  Viscount 

15   Grafton,  Augustus  Charles  Lennox 
Duke  of 

97    Graham,  Douglas  Beresford  Malise 

Ronald  Ean.    (Duke  of  Monirose) 

352  Granard,  Bernard  Arthur  William 
Patrick  Hastings  Lord.  {Earl  of 
Granard) 

309  Orantley,  John  Richard  Brinsley 
Lord 

164    Granville,  Granville  George  Earl 

463  Greville,  Algernon  William  Fulke 

Lord 

140   Grey,  Albert  Henry  George  Earl 

265  Grey  de  Ruthyn,  Rawdon  George 
Grey  Lord 

522    Grimtborpe,  Edmund  Lord 

358   Grinstead,   Lowry  Egerton  Lord. 

(Earl  of  Enniskillen) 

105  Guilford,  Frederick  George  Earl  of 
329   Gwydir,  Peter  Robert  Lord 


H 


84 


xiii 


Earl  of. 


Haddington,  George 
(Elected  fm-  Swttand) 

484    Haldon,  Lawrence  Heeketh  Lord 

592    Haliburton,  Arthur  Lawrence  l^rd 

223    Halifax,  Charles  Lindley  Viscount 

8  &  198    Halsbury,   Hardinge  Stanley 
Earl  of.    (Loi-d  High  Cfiancellor) 

526    Hamilton   of  Dalzell,  John  Glen- 
cairn  Carter  Lord 

226    Hampden,  Henry  Robert  Visconnt 

473   Hampton,  Herbert  Perrott  Murray 
Lord 

221    Hardinge,  Henry  Charles  Viscount 

106    Hardwicke,  Albert  Edward  Philip 
Henry  E^rl  of 

457    Hare,  William   Lord.     (Earl  of 
lAstowl) 

143    Harewood  Henry  Ulick  Earl  of 

477   Harlech,  William  Richaid  Lord 

100    Harrington,     Charles  Augustus 
Earl  of 

36 1    Harris,  George  Robert  Canning  Lcnl 

142   Harrowby,  Dudley  Francis  Stewart 
Earl  of 

444    Hartismere,    John    Major  Lord. 

(Lord  Henniker) 

261    Hastings,  George  Manners  Lord 

398   Hatherton,  Edward  Geoige  Percy 
Lord 

209   Hawarden,    Cornwallis  Viscount. 

{Elected  for  Ireliind.)  {In  another 
place  as  Earl  de  Moniait) 

303   Hawke,  Martin  Bladen  Lord 

663    Hawkesbury,  Cecil  George  Savile 
Lord 

Hay,   George    Lord.     {Earl  of 
kinmal) 

Headley,    Charies    Mark  Lord. 

(Elected  for  Irehnd) 

Heneage,  Edward  Lord 
Herefwd,  Robert  Viscount 

Herries,  I^lamiaduke  Francis  Lord 

Herschell,  Richard  Farrer  Lord 

Hertford,    Hugh    de  Grey  Mar- 
quesB  of 

Heytesbury,  WilliamFrederick  Lord 
Hill,  RowUnd  Richard  Viscount 
Hillingdon,  Charles  William  Lord 
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199 
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112  Hillsborough,  Arthur  Wills  John 
Wellington  Trumbell  Blundell 
Earl  of.    {Miirqmm  of  Domishire) 

■^21  Hindlip^  Charles  Lord 

510  Hobhouse,  Arthur  Lord 

.")86  Holm  Patrick,  Hans  Wellesley  Lord 

:i06  Hood,  Francis  Wheler  Viscount 

.■i47  Hood  of  Avalon,  Arthur  William 
Acland  Lord 

:!5H  &,  355  Hopetoun,  John  Adrian  Louis 
Lord.  {Earl  of  ffojteioun.)  {Loni 
Chiitiberlain  of  the  Hmsehold) 

496    Hothfield,  Henry  James  Lord 

458  Howard  of  Oloasop,  Francis  Edward 
Lord 

375  Howard  de  Walden,  Thomas 
Evelyn  Lord 

1 53    Howe,  Richard  William  Penn  Earl 

493  Howth,  William  Ulick  Tristram 
Lord.    {Earl  of  Howtit) 

59    Huntingdon,  Warner  Franos  John 
Plantagenet  Earl  of 

216  Hutchinson,  John  Luke  George 
Viscount.    {Earl  of  Dononfjhniore) 

445    Hyltou,  Greorge  Hylton  Lord 
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Kenmare,  Valentine  Augustus  Lord. 

{Earl  of  Kemimrf) 

442    Kenry,  Windham   Thomas  Lord. 
{Earlof  DttwraefR  and  MotaU-Enrl) 

524    Kensington,  William  Lord 

317    Kenyon,  Lloyd  Loi-d 

363    Ker,    Robert    Schomberg  Lord. 

{Marquess  of  Lothian) 

448    Kesteven,  John  Henry  Lord 

337    Kilmaine,  Francis  William  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

382    Kilmarnock,  Charles  Gore  Lord. 
{Earl  of  Erroll) 

1 56    Kilmorev,  Francis  Chai'les  Earl  of 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

179    Kimlwrley,  John  Earl  of 

436    Kinnaird,  Arthur  Fitz-Gerald  Lor<l 

581    Kinnear,  Alexander  Smith  Loitl 

404    Kintore,       Algernon  Hawkins 
Thomond  Lord.  {Earl  of  Kinfare) 

593    Kitchener  of  Khartoum,  Horatio 
Herbert  Lord 

230    Knutsford,   Henry  Xhurstan  \k- 
count 


190  Iddesleigh,  Walter  Staffoni  Earl  of 
107    Ilchestei-,  Henry  Edward  Earl  of 

333    Inchiquin,  Edward  Donough  Lord. 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

168    Innes,  Henry  John  Earl.    {Duke  of 

lioxhiiffjhe) 

587    Inverclyde,  John  Lord 
543   Iveagh,  Edward  Cecil  Lord 


573   James,  Henry  Lord 
79   Jersey,  Victor  Albert  Geoi^  Earl  of 


K 


417    Keane,  John  Manley  Arbuthnot 
Lord  ' 
.■)48    Kelvin,  William  Lord 

::86    Kenlis,    GeolFrey    Thomas   Lord. , 
{Mai-giif^  of  Hendfort) 


487  Lamington,  Charles  Wallace  Alex- 
ander Napier  Lord 

122  Lanesborough,  John  Vansitt^rt 
Dangers  Eiwl  of.  {Elected  fur 
Ireland) 

341    Langford,  Hercules  Edward  J^ord. 

{Eleeffdfor  M  ni'l) 

35    Lansdowne,  Henry  Charles  Keith 
Marquess  of 

187    Lathom,  Edward  George  Earl  of 

85   Lauderdale,  Frederick  Henry  Ivirl 
of.    {Ekdfd pr  So'tfond) 
454    IjHUTence,  John  Hamilton  Loni 

432  Leconfield,  Henry  Lord 

18  Leeds,  George  Godolphin  Duke  ()f 

169  Leicester,  Thomas  William  Earl  of 

412  Leigh,  AA'illiam  Henry  Lord 

305  Leinater,  Maurice  Viscount.  (Ihilv 
of  Leinnter) 

88   Leven  and  Melville,  Ronald  Ruth  ven 

Earl  of.    {Elert^d  for  Scotland) 

162   Lichfield,  Thomas  Francis  Earl  of 
354   Lichfield,  Augustus  Bishop  of 
331    Lilford,  John  Lord 
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LORDS  SPIRITUAL 
Lincoln,  Edward  Bishop  of 

Liridsey,  Montagu  Peregrine  Albe- 
marle Pjirl  of 

Lingen,  Ralph  Rolwrt  Wboelcr  Jjord 

Lister,  Joseph  Ijord 

Ijiverpool,  John  Charles  Bishop  of 

Llandaff,  Honry  Viscount 

Llaiidatf,  Richard  Bishop  of 

Llangattock,  John  Alkm  Lord 

Loch,  Henry  Brougham  Lord 

Loftus,  John  Henry  Lord.  (Mar- 
quess of  Eiy) 

Londesborough,    William  Henry 
Forester  Eari  of 

London,  Mandell  Bishop  of 

Lonsdale,  Hugh  Cecil  Earl  of 

Lovat,  Simon  Joseph  Lord 

I^ovelaCe,  Ralph  Gordon  Earl  of 

Lovol    and    Hollimd,  Augustus 
Arthur  Lord.    {Earl  of  Eijmoni) 

Luean,  (ieorge  Earl  of.  {Elirtfd 
for  Ireland) 

Ludlow,  Henry  Luiilow  Lord 

Lurgau,  William  Lord 

Lytton,  Victor  Alexander  (George 
"Robert  Earl  of 

Lyveden,  FitzFatrick  Henry  Lonl 


M 

Macclesfield,  George  Loveden  Wil- 
liam Henry  Earl  of 

Macnaghten,  Edward  Lord.  {A 
Ltfi'd  of  .4}>pcal  in  Ordinary) 

Maghenuuome,  James  Douglas  Lord 

Malcolm  of  Poltttlloch,  John  AVing- 

field  Loi-d 
MalmesbuTA*,  James  Edward  Earl  of 

Manchester,  AVilliam  Angus  Drogo 

Duke  of 
Manchester,  James  Bishop  of 

Planners  of  Haddon,  Henry  John 
Brinsley  Lord.  {Marq-ttesf  of 
Grnvhfi) 

Maimers,  John  Thomas  Lord 

Mansfield,  William  David  Earl  of 

Manvers,  Charles  William  Sydney 
Fjirl. 

Mar,  John  Francis  Erskine  Earl  of 
(EMfdfor  Scoffand) 
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83    Mar  and  Kollie,  Walter  John  Francis 
Earl  of.    {Efntaifor  SwtUmd) 

21    Marlborough,  Charles  Richard  Join 
Duke  of 

545    Masham,  Samuel  Lord 

336  Massy,  John  Thomas  William 
Lord.    {EMcd  for  hrlond) 

124  Mayo,  Dermot  Robert  AX'j'ndham 
Earl  of.    {Elected  for  IreUuid) 

357  Meldnim,  Charles  Lord.  (Marquess 
of  Htmihj) 

I  211    Melville,  Henry  Viscount 

■  323    Mendip,  Lord. 

!  (VWnunt  CMfdeii) 

j  441    Merodyth,  James  Herbert  Gtistavns 
Meredyth  Lord.  (LonUtbliimwi/) 

410    Methuen,  Paul  Sanford  Lord 

295  Middleton,  Digby  Wentwoith 
Bayard  Lord 

364  Minster,  Victor  George  Heniy 
Francis  Lord.  {Marqims  Coiif/n;/- 
/uini) 

■  144    Minto,  Gilbert  John  Earl  of 

'  443    Monek,    Henry    Power  Charles 

Stanley  Lord.    {Fmonnt  Mom-h) 

532  Monckton,  Greorge  Edmund  Milnos 
Lord.    (Visrmid  Gaixcay) 

469  Moncreiff,  Henry  James  Lord 

500  Monk  Brctton,  John  William  Lonl 

509  Monkswell,  Robert  Lord 

I  296  Monson,  Debonnaire  John  Lord 

516  Mon^u  of  Beaidieu,  Henry  John 

351  Jfonteagle,  John  Thomas  Lord. 
(.1/" I'} of  iSHgo) 

415  Monteagle  of  Brandon,  Thomas 
Spring  Lord 

149    Morley,  A!})ert  Edmund  Earl  of 

541  Morris,  Michael  Lord.  (.-/  Lortl  of 
Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

82    Morton,   Sholto  George  Watson 
Earl  of.    (Elected  for  ScnUnnd) 

390  Mostyn,  Llewelyn  Nevill  Vaughan 
Lord 

116  Mount  Kdgcumbe,  AVilliam  Henry 
Earl  of 

.  544    Mount  Stephen,  George  Lord 

260  Mowbray,  Charles  Botolph  Joseph 
Lord 

591  Muncaster,  Josslyn  Francis  Loi'd 
160    Munster,  AVilliam  George  Earl  of 
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336  Muakeny,  Hunilton  Matthew  Fitz- 
maurice  Lord.  (Elected  for  Ireland) 

N 

451    Napier,  Robert  William  Lord 
136   Nelson,  Horatio  Earl 

26  Newcastle,  Henry  Felham  Archi- 

bald Douglas  Duke  of 

589    Newlands,  William  AVallace  Lord 

555    Newton,  Thomas  Wodehouse  Lord 

12    Norfork,  Henry  Duke  of.  {Earl 
Marslial  of  England) 

50   Normanby,    Constantine  Charles 
Henry  Marquess  of 

273    North,  William  Henry  John  Lord 

600   Northcote,  Henry  Stafford  Lord 

43    Northampton,     William  George 
Spencer  Scott  Marqueas  of 

501    Northboume,  Walter  Henry  Lord 

1 84   Northbrook,  Thomas  George  Earl  of 

S06  Northington,  Frederick  Lord.  (Lord 
Henley) 

27  Northumberland,   Henry  George 

Duke  of 

482   Norton,  Charles  Bowyer  Lord 
256   Norwich,  John  Bishop  of 

O 

464    O'Hagan,  Thomas  Towneley  Lord 

460   O'Neill,  Edward  Lord 

131    Onslow,  William  Hillier  Earl  of 

401  Oranmore  and  Browne,  Geoffrey 
Dominick  Augustus  Frederick 
Lonl.  (Elected  for  Ireland) 

139    Orford,  Robert  Horace  Earl  of 

368  Oriel,  Clotworthy  John  Eyre  Lord. 
(7'igcouni  Magsereene) 

449   Ormathwaite,  Arthur  Lord 

365  Ormonde,  James  Edward  William 
Theobald  Lord.  (Mar^ess  of 
Oi'uuinde) 

562    Overtoun,  John  Campbell  Lord 

418  Oxeufoord,  John  Lord.  (Earl  of 
Stair) 

241   Oxford,  William  Hshop  of 
P 

598   Fauncefote,  Julian  Lord 


.  LIST  OF  THE 
229   Peel,  Arthur  Wellesley  Viscount 

56  &  60  Pembroke  and  Montgomery, 
Sidney  Earl  of.  (Lord  Steward  of 
the  Household) 

446  Penrhyn,  George  Sholto  Gordon 
Lord 

276    Petre,  Bernard  Henry  Philip  Lord 

575    Pirbright,  Henry  Lord 

558    Flayfair,  Geoi:ge  James  Lord 

377    Plunket,  William  Lee  Lord 

3S9  Poltimore,  Augustus  Frederick 
George  Warwick  Lord 

292    Polwarth,    Walter   Hugh  Lord. 

(Elected  for  Scotland) 

297  Ponsonby,  Walter  William  Bralazon 
Lord.    (Earl  of  Bes^rougk) 

1 23  Portarlington,  Lionel  Geonee  Henry 
Seymour  Earl  of.  (Eleeted  for 
Ireland) 

24   Portland,  William   John  Arthur 
Charles  James  Duke  of 

225  Portman,  Wm.  Henry  Berkeley 
Viscount 

101    Portsmouth,  Newton  Earl  of 

80   Poulett,  Eari 

207  Powerscourt,  Mervyn  Edward  Vis- 
count.   (Elected  for  Ireland) 

505  Powerscoxut,  Mervyn  Edward  Lord, 
(in  another plaee  as  Viscount  Poveers- 
court) 

136   Fowls,  Geoige  Charles  Karl  of 
R 

109   Radnor,  William  Earl  of 
424   ^^^^  George  Fitz-Roy  Henry 

475  Ramsay,  Arthur  George  Maule 
Lord.    (Earl  of  Dalhousie) 

375    Ranf urly,  Uchter  John  Mark  Lord. 

(Earl  of  Kanfarly) 

453  Kathdonnell,  Thomas  Kane  Lord. 
(EUeted  for  Ireland) 

574  Rathmore,  David  Robert  Lord 

182  Ravensworth,  Henry  George  Earl  of 

371  Rayleigh,  John  William  Lord 

494  Reay,  Donald  James  Lord 

565  Rendel  Stuart  Lord 

508  Revelstoke,  John  Lord 

332  Hibblesdale,  Thomas  Lord 
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1 4    Richmond,  Charles  Henry  Duke  of 

51    Ripon,  George  Fredk.  Samuel  Mar- 
quess of 

243    Ripon,  William  Boyd  Bishop  of 

461    Robartes,  Thomas  Charles  Lord 

546  Roberts  of  Kandahar,  Frederick 
Sleigh  Lord 

599  Robertson,  James  Patrick  Banner- 
man  Lord.  (A  Tjonl  uf  Appeal 
in  Ordinary) 

310  Rodney,  George  Bridges  Harley 
Dennett  Lorxl 

440    Romilbf,  John  Gaspard  Le  Marchant 

1 32    Romney,  Charles  Earl  of 
549    Rookwood,  Henry  John  Lord 

379    Rosebery,  Archibald  Philip  Lord. 

{Earl  of  Rosehery) 

580  Rosmead,  Hercules  Arthur  Temple 
Lord 

137  Rosse,  Lawrence  Earl  of.  (Elected 
jsr  Irelantl) 

1 29  Rosslyn,  James  Francis  Harry 
Earl  of 

405  Rossmore,  Derrick  Warner  William 
Lord 

507    Rothschild,  Nathaniel  Mayer  Lord 

489    Rowton,  Montagu  William  Lord 

ITS    Russell,  John  Francis  Stanley  Earl 

567    Russell  of  Killowen.  Charles  Lord 

22    Rutland,     John    James  Robert 
Duko  of 


481    Sacknlle,  Lionel  SackWlle  Lord 

17    Saint  Albans,  Charles  Victor  Albert 
Aubrey  Do  Vere  Duke  of 

251    St.  Albans,  John  Wogan  Bishop  of 

250   St.  Asaph,  Alfred  George  Bishop  of 

148    St.  Germans,    Henry  Gomwailis 
Earl  of 

274   St.  John  of  Bletso,  Beauchamp  Mou- 
bray  Lord 

423   Saint  Leonards,  Edward  Burten- 
shaw  Lord 

533    Saint  Levan,  John  Lord 

513   Saint  Oswald,  Rowland  Lord 

210   St.  Vincent,  Cam^e  Parker  Vis- 
count 
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27    Salisbury,  Robert  Arthur  Talliot 
Marquess  of 

246    Salisbury,  John  Bishop  of 

326    Saltersford,  James  George  Henrj' 
Lord.    {Earl  of  Coitrtovm) 

288  Saltoun,  Alexander  AVilliara  Fi-edl^ 

Lord.    (Elected  for  Scotland) 

46.^    Sandhurst,  William  Lord 

69    Sandwich,  Edward  George  Henry 
Earl  of 

348  Sandys,  Augustus  Frederick  Arthur 

Lord 

540   Savile,  John  Savile  Lord 

277    Saye  and  Sele,  John  Fierines  Lord 

76    Scarbrough,     Aldred  Frederick 
George  Beresford  Earl  of 

298   Scandale,  Alfred  Nathaniel  Holden 
Lord 

416    Seaton,  John  Reginald  Upton  Lord 

384    Sefton,   Charles  William  Hylton 
Philip  Lord.    (Earl  of  Seftoii) 

189    Selborne,     William  Waldegrave 
Earl  of 

73    Shaftesbury,  Anthony  Earl  of 

550    Shaiid,  Alexander  Bums  Lord 

349  Sheffield,  Henry  North  Lord.  (Earl 

of  Shfgield) 
313    Sherborne,  Edward  Lennox  Lord 

57    Shrewsljury,  Charles  Henry  John 
Earl  of 

483    Shute,  Percy  Lord.    (Viscount  Bnr- 
ritiffton) 

212    Sidmouth,  William  Wells  Viscount 

367    Silcheater,  Thomas  LorI.    (Et/rl  of 
Longford) 

289  Sinclair,  Charles   William  Lord. 

(Elede/f  for  Scotland) 
373    Somerhill,  Hubert  George  Lord. 

(Marqiif-f:i  of  Clanricarde) 
311    Somers,  Arthur  Herbert  Tennyson 

Lord 

1 3    Somerset,  Algernon  Duke  of 

467    Soraerton,    Sidney  James  Lord. 
(Etirl  oj  Normanlon) 

188  Sondes,  George  Edward  Earl 

308  Southampton,  Charles  Henry  Lord 

242  Southwell,  George  Bishop  of 

110  Spencer,  John  Poyntz  Earl 

282  Stafford,  Fitzherbert  Lord 

523  Stalbridge,  Richard  de  Aquila  Lord 

66  Stamford,  William  Earl  of 

b 
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95    Stanhope,  Arthur  Philip  Earl 

411  Stanley  of  Alderley,  Henry  Edward 
John  Lord 

564    Stanmore,  Arthur  Lord 

325  Stewart  of  Garlies,  Alan  Plantagenet 
Lord.    (Earl  of  Galloway) 

154  Stradbroke,  Geoi^  Edward  John 

Mowbray  Earl  of 
173   Strafford,  Francia  Edmund  Cecil 
Earl  of 

115  Strange,  John  James  Hugh  Henry 
Earl  (Duke  of  Athdl) 

588  Strathcona  and  Mount  Royal, 
Donald  Alexander  Lord 

400  Stratheden,  Hallyburton  Gleorge 
Lord 

499    Strathspey,  James  Lord.    {Earl  of 

Smfield) 

324   Stuart  of  Castle  Stuart,  Edmund 
Archibald  Lord.    (Earl  of  Moray) 
109    Sudel^,  Charles  Douglas  Richard 

502   Sudley,  Arthur  Saunders  William 
Charles  Fox  Lord.  (Earl  of  Arran) 
316    Suffield,  Charles  Lord 

62   Suffolk  and  Berkshire,  Henry  Moly- 
neux  Paget  Earl  of 

30  Sutherland,  Cromartie  Duke  of 
560  Swansea,  Ernest  Ambrose  Lord 

T 

427  Talbot  de  Malahide,  Richard 
Wogan  Lord 

92    Tankerville,  George  Montagu  Earl  of 

155  Temple  of  Stowe,  William  Stephen 

Earl 

391    Templemore,  Henry  Spencer  Lord 

213  Templetown,  Henry  Edward  Mon- 
tagu Doriiigton  Clotworthy  Vis- 
count.   (Elected  for  Ireland) 

498    Tennyson,  HaUam  Lord 

376  Tenterden,  Charles  Stuart  Henry 
Lord 

281  Teynham,  Henry  John  Philip 
Sidney  Lord 

528   Thring,  Henry  Lord 

321   Thurlow,  Thomas  John  Lord 

479  Tollemache,  Wilbraham  Frederic 
Lord 

290  Torphichen,  James  Walter  Lord. 
(Elected  Jor  Scotiand) 
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304    Torrington,  George  Master  Viscount 

36   Townsheud,  John  James  Dudley 
Stuart  Marquess 

433    Tredegar,  Godfrey  Charles  Lord 

488    Trevor,  Arthur  William  Lord 

253    Truro,  John  Bishop  of 

492    Tweeddale,  William  Montagu  Lord. 
(MarqueBS  of  Tweeddale) 

497   Tweedmouth,  Edward  Lord 

314    Tyrone,  Henry  De  La  Poer  Lord. 
(Marquess  of  fFaterford) 

V 

157    Vane,  Charles  Stewart  Earl.  (Mar- 
quess of  Londonderry) 

269  Vaux    of    Harrowden,  Hubert 

George  Charles  Ijord 

342    Ventry,  Dayrolles  Blakeney  Lord. 
(Elected  for  Ireland) 

301    Vernon,  George  Francis  Augustus 
Lord 

146    Verulam,  James  Walter  Earl  of 

419   Vivian,  George  Grespigny  Brabazon 
Lord 

W 

1    Wales,  His  Royal  Highness  the 
Prince  of 

98    Waldegrave,  William  Frederick  Ear] 
306    Walsingham,  Thomas  Lord 
570   Wandsworth,  Sydney  James  Lord 
514    Wantage,  Robert  James  Lord 
566    Welby,  Reginald  Earle  Lord 

29    Wellington,  Henry  Duke  of 

366    Wemyss,  Francis    Richard  Lord. 
(Earl  of  IVemyss) 

413    Wenlock,  Beilby  Lord 

270  Wentworth,  Ralph  Gordon  Lord. 

(In  another  plare  as  Earl  of  Laivlnce) 

437    Westbury,  Richard   Luttrell  Pil- 
kington  Lord 

31    Westminster,  Hugh  Richanl  Arthur 
Duke  of 

64    Westmorland,   Anthony  Mildmay 
Julian  Earl  of 

183    WhamL-liflfe,  Francis  Joi  n  l-^rl  of 

374    Wigan  James  Ludovic  Lord.  {Earl 
of  Crauford) 

268    Willoughby  de  Bmke,  Hi  ni y  Lord 

1 34    Wilton,  Arthur  George  llarl  of 
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485    Wimborne,  Ivor  Bertie  Lord 

34    Winchester,  Henry  William  Mon- 
tagu Marquess  of 

236    Winchester,  Randall  Thomas  Bishop 
of 

67   Winchilsea  and  Nottingham,  Henry 
Stormont  Earl  of 

272    Windsor,  Robert  George  Lord 

176    Winton,  George  Amulph  Earl  of. 
(JBari  of  Sgmhm) 

227    Wolselej,  Garnet  Joseph  Viscount 

462   WoWerton,  Frederick  Lord 

353   Worcester,  John  James  Stewart 
Bishop  of 

399    Worlingham,  Archibald  Brabazon 
Sparrow  Lord.    (Earl  of  Oosford) 

408    Wrottesley,  Arthur  Lord 

381    Wjnford,  Henry  Molyneux  Lord 

Y 

167   Yarborough,  Ghas.  Alfred  Worsley 
Earl  of 

4  York,  His  Royal  Highness  George 

Frederick  !^iiest  Albert  Duke  of 

d   York,  William  Dahymple  Aich- 
bishop  (rf 

z 

5  Zetland,  Lawrence  Marquess  of 


264   Zouche  of  Harvngworth,  Robert 
Nathaniel  Ceeu  Qeargo  Lord 


7%e  following  Lords  have  Two  Numbers, 
being  Twice  named  in  the  BM : 

Earl  of  Halsbury,  as  Lord  High  Chan- 
cellor, and  as  Earl  of  Halsbury. 
(Nos.  8  and  198.) 

Duke  of  DeTonshire,  as  Lord  President, 
uutas  Duke  of  Devonshire.  (Nos. 
10  and  20.) 

Viscount  Cross,  as  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and 
as  Viscount  Cross.    (Nos.  11  and 

228.) 

Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery,  its 
Lord  Steward,  and  as  Earl  of  Pem- 
broke and  Montgomery.  (Nos.  56 
and  60.) 

Earl  of  Lovelace,  as  Earl  of  Lovelace,  and 
as  Lord  WentworUi.  (Nos.  170  and 
270.) 

Earl  de  Montalt,  as  Earl  de  Montalt,  and 
as  Viscount  Hawarden.  (Nos.  191 
and  209.) 

Viscoivit  Powerscourt,  as  Viscount 
Powersoourt,  and  as  Lord  Powers- 
court   (Nos.  207  and  500.) 

Lord  Hopetoun,  as  Lord  Chamberlain,  and 
as  liord  Hopetoun.  (Nos.  258  and 
356.) 
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OF  THE 

LOEDS  SPIEITUAL  AND  TEMPORAL 

IN  THE 

Seventh  Session  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Parluhent 

OF 

THE  UNITED  KINGDOJl  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 


63  VICTORIA  1900. 


Mem. — According  to  the.  Usage  of  PadumeiU,  wlim  the  House  appoints  a  Select  CommUtee, 
til'-  Lords  appointed  io  serve,  upon  it  are  named  in  the  Order  of  tfieir  Bank,  hegitming  with 
the  Highest ;  and  so^  when  the  House  sends  a  Committee  to  a  Conference  with  ilte 
<  'nmmms,  the  Lord  highest  in  Rank  is  called  first,  and  the  rest  go  forth  in  like  Order  : 
lint  the  iVhde  House  m  railed  over  for  any  Purpose,  wUhin  the  House,  or  for  the 
Purpose  of  proce^in^  forth  to  ff^esfmin^er  Hail,  or  upon,  any  publie  Solemnity,  the  Call 
htifins  invarioMy  with  the  Junior  Baron. 


1  His  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of 

Wales 

2  His  Royal  Highness  Alfred  Ernest 

Albert  Duke  of  Edinburgh 

:l  His  Royal  Hidineas  Arthur  William 
Patrick  AWt  Duke  of  Con- 
naught  and  Strath  earn 

4  His  Royal  Highness  George 
Frederick  Ernest  Albert  Diue 
of  York 

.J  His  Royal  Highness  Leopold 
Charles  Edward  George  Albert 
Duke  of  Albany 

y  His  Royal  Highness  George 
William  Frederick  Charles  Duke 
of  Cambridge 


7  Frederick  Archbishop  of  Canter- 

bury 

8  Hardinge  Stanley  Earl  of  Halsbury, 

Lord  High  Chaiuxlhr 

9  William  Dalrymple  Archbishop  of 

York 

10  Spencer  Compton  Duke  of  Devon- 

shire, Lord  President  of  the 
Cmndl 

11  Richard  Assheton  Viscount  Cross, 

Lord  Priry  Seal 

1 2  Henry    Duke   of    Norfolk,  Earl 

Marshal  of  England 

13  Algernon  Duke  of  Somerset 

14  Charles  Henry  Duke  of  Bicdunond 
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15  Augustus  Charles  Lennox  Duke  of 

Grafton 

16  Henry  Adalbert  Wellington  Fitzroy 

Duke  of  Beaufort 

17  Charles  Victor  Albert  Aubrey  de 

Vere  Duke  of  Sunt  Albans 

18  George  Godolphin  Duke  of  Leeds 

19  Herbrand  Arthur  Duke  of  Bedford 

20  Spencer  Gompton  Duke  of  Devon- 

shire. (In  aTiother  place  as  Lord 
President  of  the  Council) 

21  Charles   Bichard   John  Duke  of 

Marlborough 

22  John  James  Robert  Duke  of  Rut- 

land 

23  Alfred  Douglas  Duke  of  Brandon 

24  William    John    Arthur  Charles 

James  Duke  of  Portland 

35  William  Angus  Drogo  Duke  of 

Manchester 

26  Henry  Pelham  Archibald  Douglas 

Duke  of  Newcastle 

27  Henry  George  Duke  of  Northum- 

berland 

28  His  Royal  Highness  Ernest  Augus- 

tus William  Adolphus  George 
Frederick  Duke  of  Cumberland 
and  Teviotdale 

29  Henry  Duke  of  Wellington 

30  Cromartie  Duke  of  Sutherland 

31  Hugh   Richard  Arthur  Duke  of 

Westminster 

32  Aleiuuider  William  George  Duke  of 

Fife 

33  Qeoige  DougUs  Duke  of  Ai;gyll 

34  Henry  William  Montagu  Marquess 

of  Winchester 

36  Henry  Charles  Keith  Marquess  of 

Lansdowne 

36  John  James  Dudley  Stuart  Marquess 

Townshend 

37  Robert  Arthur  Talbot  Marquess  of 

Salisbury 

38  Thomas  Henry  Marquess  of  Bath 

39  James    Marquess     of  Abercom 

(Duke  of  Abercom) 

40  Hugh  de  Grey  Marquess  of  Hert- 

ford 

41  John  Patrick  Marquess  of  Bute 

42  William  Thomas  Brownlow  Mar- 

quess of  Exeter 

43  WiUiam    George   Spencw  Scott 

Marquess  of  Northiunpton 


BOLL  OF  THE  LORDS 

44  John  Charles  Marquess  Camden 

45  Henry  Cyril  Marquess  of  Anglesey 

46  George  Henry  Hugh  Marquess  of 
Cholmondeley 

47  Henry  Augustus  Marquess  of 
Ailesbury 

48  Frederick  William  John  Muquese 
of  Bristol 

49  Archibald  Marquess  of  Ailsa 

50  Constantino  Charles  Henry  Mar- 
quess of  Normanby 

51  G^rge  Frederick  Samuel  Marquess 
of  Ripon 

52  William  Marquess  of  Abergavenny 

53  Gavin  Marques  of  Breadalbane 

54  Frederick  Temple  Marquess  of 
Dufferin  and  Ava 

55  Lawrence  Marquess  of  Zetiand 

66  Sidney  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery,  Lord  Steward  of  the 
Household 

57  Charles  Henry  John  Earl  of 
Shrewsbury 

58  Frederick  Arthur  Earl  of  Derby 

59  Warner  Francis  John  Plantagenet 
Earl  of  Huntingdon 

60  Sidney  Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Mont- 
gomery. (In  another  place  as 
Lord  Steward  of  the  Household) 

61  Henry  Hugh  Earl  of  Devon 

62  Henry  Molyneux  Paget  Earl  of 
Suffolk  and  Berkshire 

63  Rudolph  Robert  Basil  Aloysius 
Augustine  Earl  of  Deabi|^ 

64  Anthony  Mildmay  Julian  Earl  (tf 

Westmorland 

66  Montague  Peregrine  Albemarle 
Earl  of  Lindsey 

66  William  Earl  of  Stamford 

67  Henry  Stormont  Earl  of  Winchilsea 
and  Nottingham 

68  Edwyn  Francis  Eari  of  Chesterfield 

69  Edward  George  Henry  Earl  of 
Sandwich 

70  George  Devereui  de  Vere  Earl  of 
Essex 

71  Ghnige  James  Earl  of  Carlisle 

72  William  Henry  Walter  Earl  of 
Doncaster.  {DukeofBuedeuehand 
Queensberrtf) 

73  Anthony  Earl  of  Shaftesbuiy 
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74  Bandal  Mowbray  Thomas  Earl  of 

Berkeley 

75  Montagu  Arthur  Earl  of  Abingdon 

76  Aldred  Frederick  George  Beresford 

Earl  of  Scarborough 

77  Arnold  Allan  Cecil  Earl  of  Albe- 

marle 

78  Greorge  William  Earl  of  Coventry 

79  Victor  Albert  George  Earl  of  Jersey 

80   Earl  Poulett 

81  John  Francis  Erskine  Earl  of  Mar. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

82  Sholto   George  Watson    Earl  of 

Morton.    (Elected  for  Scotland) 

83  Walter  John  Francis  Earl  of  Mar 

and  Kellie.    (Elected for  Scotland) 

84  George     Earl     of  Haddington. 

(Elected  for  Scotland) 

S5    Frederick  Heniy  Earl  of  Lauderdale. 
(Elected  for  Holland) 

86  David  Stanley  William  Earl  of 

Airlie.    (Ekded  for  Scotland) 

87  Robert  Harris  Carnwath  Earl  of 

Camwath.    (Elected  for  Scotland) 

88  Ronald  Ruthven  Earl  of  Leven  and 

Melville.    (Elected  for  Scotland) 

89  Douglas  Mackinnon  BailUe  Hamil- 

ton Earl  of  Dundonald.  (Elected 

for  Scotland) 

90  SewalUs  Edward  Earl  Ferrers 

91  William  Heneage  Earl  of  Dart- 

mouth 

92  George  Montagu  Earl  of  Tankerville 

93  Charles  Wightwick  Earl  of  Ayles- 

ford 

94  Francis  Thomas  De   Grey  Earl 

Cowper 

95  Arthur  Philip  Earl  Stanhope 

96  George  Loveden  WiUiam  Henry 

Earl  of  Macclesfield 

97  Douglas  Beresford  Malise  Ronald 

Earl  Graham.     (Duke  of  Mowt- 
rose) 

98  William  Frederick    Earl  Walde- 

grave 

99  Bertram  Earl  of  Ashbumham 

100  Charles  Augustus  Earl  of  Harring-  : 

ton 

101  Newton  Earl  of  Portsmouth  ^ 

102  Francis  Richard  Charles  Guy  Earl  ^ 

Brooke  and  Earl  of  Warwick  ] 


:  103   Sidney  Carr  Earl  of  Buckingham- 
shire 

104  William  Thomas  Spencer  Earl 
Fitzwilliam 

105  Frederick  George  Earl  of  Guilford 

106  Albert  Edward  Philip  Henry  Earl 
of  Hardwicke 

107  Henry  Edward  Earl  of  Ilchester 

108  Gilbert  George  Reginald  Earl  Do 
La  Warr 

109  William  Earl  of  Radnor 

110  John  Poyntz  Earl  Spencer 

111  Seymour  Henry  Earl  Bathurst 

112  Arthur  Wills  John  Wellington 
Trumbull  Blundell  Earl  of  ffills- 
borough.  (MoTiiMSS  of  Down- 
shire) 

113  Edward  Hyde  Earl  of  Clarendon 

114  William  David  Earl  of  Mansfield 

115  John  James  Hugh  Henry  Earl 
Strange.    (DuAe  of  AtholV) 

116  William  Henry  Earl  of  Mount 
Edgcumbe 

1 1 7  Hugh  Earl  Fortescue 

118  George  Edward  Stanhope  Molyneux 
Earl  of  Carnarvon 

119  George  Henry  F^rl  Cadogan 

120  James  Edward  Earl  of  Malmesbury 

121  Ponsonby  William  Earl  of  Drogheda 
(EUded  for  Ireland) 

122  John  Vansittart  Danvers  Earl  of 
Lanesborough.    (Elaied  for  Ire- 

'  land) 

123  Lionel  George  Henry  Se}rmourEarl 
of  Portanington.  (Elected  for 
Ireland) 

124  Dermot  Robert  Wyndham  Earl  of 
Mayo.    (Elected  far  Ireland) 

125  Hu£b  Earl  Annesley.  (EUded  for 
Sehad) 

126  George  Earl  of  Lucan.  {Elected  for 
IrSand) 

127  Somerset  Richard  Earl  of  Belmore. 
(Ekded  for  Ireland) 

128  James  Francis  Earl  of  Bandon. 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

129  James  Francis  Harry  Earl  of 
Rosslyn 

130  William  George  Robert  Earl  of 
Craven 

131  WiUiam  Hillier  Earl  of  Onslow 

132  Charles  Earl  of  Bomney 

133  Walter  John  Earl  of  Chichester 
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164 

155 

156 

157 

168 
159 

160 
161 

162 
163 
164 
165 

166 
167 

168 
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Arthur  George  Earl  of  Wilton 

George  Charles  Earl  of  Powis 
Horatio  Earl  Nelson 

Lawrence  Earl  of  Kosse.  {Eleeied 

for  Irehind) 

Charles     AVilliam     Sydney  Earl 
Manvers 

Kobert  Horace  Earl  of  Orford 

Albert  Henry  George  Earl  Grey  j 

Hugh  Cecil  Earl  of  Lonsdale 

Dudley  Francis  Stuart   Earl   of  I 
Harrowby  | 

Henry  Ulick  Earl  of  Harewood 

Gilbert  John  Earl  of  Minto 

Alan  Frederick  Earl  Cathcart 

James  AValter  Earl  of  Verulam 

Adelbert    Wellington  BrownloM- 
Earl  Brownlow 

Henry    Comwallis   Earl   of  St. 

Germans 
Albert  Edmund  Earl  of  Morley 

George    Cecil    Orluido    Earl  of 
^udford 

William  Earl  Beauchamp 

John  Earl  of  Eldon 

Richard  William  Penn  Earl  Howe 

George  Edward  John  Mowbray  Earl 
of  Stradb?oke 

William  Stephen  Earl  Temple  of 
Stowe 

Francis  Charles  Earl  of  Kilmorey 

{Elect etf  for  Irelatui) 

Charles     Stewart     Karl  Yane, 
{Marqitess  of  Londonderry) 

William  Archer  Earl  Amherst 

Frederick  Archibald  Vanghan  Earl 
Cawdor 

William  Geoi^  Earl  of  Munster 

Kobert  Adam  Philips  Haldane  Earl 

of  Camperdown 
Thomas  Francis  Earl  of  Lichfield 
John  George  Earl  of  Durham 
Granville  George  Earl  Granville 

Henry  Alexander  Gordon  Earl  of 
Effingham 

Henry  John  Earl  of  Ducie 

Charles  Alfred  Worsley  Earl  of 


Yarborough 


Henry  John  Earl  Innes. 
Bfrnmrffhe) 


{Ihke  of 


169  Thomas  William  Earl  of  Ldcester 

170  Kalph  Gordon  Earl  of  Lovelace 

171  Charles  William  Francis  Earl  of 

Gainsborough 

172  Francis  Charles  Granville  Earl  of 

Ellesmere 

173  Francis    Edmund    Cecil   Earl  of 

StraJTord 

174  Keneim  Charles  Edward  Earl  of 

Cottenham 

175  Henry    Arthur  Momington  Ear' 

Cowley 

176  George  Amulph  Earl  of  Winton 

{Eiirl  of  Eglinioim) 

177  William  Humble  Earl  of  Dudley 

178  John  Francis  Stanley  Earl  Bussell 

179  John  P^rl  of  Kimberley 

180  Vesey  Earl  of  Dartrey 

181  William  Ernest  Earl  of  Feversham 

182  Henry  Geor^ge  Earl  of  Bavensworth 

183  Francis  John  Earl  of  AVhamcliife 

184  Thomas  George  Earl  of  Northbrook 

185  Herbert  John  Earl  Cairns 

186  Victor  Alexander  Greorge  Robert 

Earl  of  Lytton 

187  Edward  (ieorge  Earl  of  Lathom 

188  George  Edward  Earl  Sondes 

189  William  Waldegrave  Earl  of  Sel- 

borne 

190  Walter  Stafford  Earl  of  Iddesleigh 

191  Comwallis  Earl  de  Montalt 

192  William  Henry  Forester  Earl  of 

Londesborough 

193  Gathome  Earl  of  Cranbrook 

194  Gilbert  Henry  Earl  of  Ancaster 

195  Charles  Kobert  Earl  Carrington 

196  Robert  Offley  Asbburton  Earl  of 

Crewe 

197  Wilbraham  Earl  E^erton 

198  Hardinge  Stanley   Plarl   of  Hals- 

bury.  {In  (mother  place  as  Lord 
Hiijh  C'/ianceUor) 

199  Robert  Viscount  Hereford 

200  Byron  Plantagenet  Viscount  Falk- 

land.   {Elected  for  Scotland) 

201    Viscoimt  Bolingbroke  and 

St.  John 

202  Charles  George  Viscount  Cobham 
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203 

204 
205 

206 
207 

20S 

209 

210 

211 

212 
21.1 

214 
215 
216 

217 
21S 

219 

220 
221 
222 
233 
224 

225 

226 
227 
228 

229 
330 

231 
232 
233 


Evelyn  Edward 
Falmouth 


Thomas  Viscount  \  234 

!  235 
236 


George  Master  Viscount  Torrington 

Maurice  Viscount  Leinster.  (Duk^  i 
of  Leinstrr)  j 

Francis  Wheler  Viscount  Hood  1 

Mervyn  Edward  Viscount  Powers- ' 
court.    {Elfrfpil  for  IreUtnd)  ', 

Henrj'  William  Crosbie  Viscount  j 
Bangor.    {EleHed  for  Ireland)  \ 

OomwalHs  Viscount  Hawarden.  j 
{Eleefetl  for  Irrland.)  (In  anoflifr  < 
pUtce  m  Karl  de  MvnUiH) 

Carnegie  Parker  Viscount  St.  Vin- ' 
cent  I 

Henry  Viscount  Melville  i 

William  AVells  Viscount  Sidmouth  i 

Henry  PMward  Montagu  Dorington  ! 
Clotworthy  Viscount  Temple-  j 
town,    (Elfc/fd  for  Ireland)  , 

John  Campbell  Viscount  Gordon.  ] 
{Earl  of  Aberdeen)  i 

Edward   Addington  Hargreaves, 
Viscount  Exmouth  | 

John  Luke  (Jeorge  Viscount ' 
Hutchinson.  (EarT  of  Donoutjh- ' 
iiiorr)  j 

AVilliam  P'rederick  Viscount  Clan- ! 
carty.    (Earl  of  Clancarty)  \ 

Francis  Lynch  AVellington  Viscount ' 
Combermere  \ 

Henry  Charles  Viscount  Canterbury  ' 

Rowland  Richaiti  Viscount  Hill 

Henry  Charles  A'iscount  Hardinge 

Hugh  Viscount  Gough  j 

Charles  Lindley  Viscount  Halifax  | 

Alexander  Nelson  Viscount  Brid- 1 
port  i 

William  Henrj*  Berkeley  Viscomit 
Portman  ' 

Henry  Kobert  Viscount  Hampden  i 

Garnet  Joseph  Viscount  W'olseley  , 

Richard  Assheton  Viscount  Cross.' 
{In  another  place  an  Lord  Privif 

Seal)  ■  I 

Arthur  AA'ellesley  A'iscount  Peel  j 

Henry  Thurstan  Viscount  Knuts- 
fonl  j 

Henry  Viscount  Llandaff 

Reginald  Baliol  Viscount  Esher 

Evelyn  Viscount  Cromer  i 


•_»37 
238 
239 
240 
241 
242 
243 
244 
245 
246 
247 
248 
249 
250 
251 
252 

253 
254 
255 
256 
257 

258 

259 
260 

261 
262 
363 
264 

265 

266 

267 
268 
269 

270 


Maiidell  Bishop  of  London 

Brooke  Foss  Bishop  of  Durham 

Randall  Thomas  Bishop  of  Win- 
chester 

Charles  John  Bishop  of  Gloucester 

John  Charles  Bishop  of  Liverpool 

Ernest  Roland  Bishop  of  Chichester 

Richaixl  Bishop  of  Llandaff 

William  Bishop  of  Oxford 

(Teorge  Bishop  of  >Southwell 

William  Boyd  Bishop  of  Ripon 

P/hvard  Bishop  of  Lincoln 

Edwjtnl  Henry  Bishop  of  Exeter 

■  John  Bishop  of  Salisbury 

Alwyne  Bishop  of  Ely 

James  Bishop  of  Manchester 

Francis  John  Bishop  of  Chester 

Alf]-ed  George  Bishop  of  St.  Asaph 

John  Wogan  Bishop  of  St.  Albans 

John  James  Stewart  Kshop  of 
Worcester 

John  Bishop  of  Truro 

Augustus  Bishop  of  Lichfield 
John  Wareing  Bishop  of  Carlisle 
John  Bishop  of  Norwich 

(ieorge  Wyndham  Bishop  of  Bath 

ami  Wells 

John  Adrian  Louis  Lord  Hopetoun 
{Enrl  of  Hopiioun),  Lord  Caamher- 
hiti  tif  the  Hoiiseliolti 

Dudley  Charles  Lord  de  Ros 

Charles  Botolph  Joseph  Lord  Mom  - 
bray 

(leorge  Manners  Lord  Hastings 

Jack  Southwell  Lord  de  Clifford 

Charles  Henry  Rolle  Lord  Clinton 

RolieH  Nathaniel  Cecil  George 
Lord  Zouche  of  Haryngworth 

Rawdon  George  Grey  Lord  Grey  de 
Kuthyn 

Charles  Edward  Hastings  Lord 
Boti-eaux.    {Eaii  of  Loudoun) 

Ralph  Francis  Julian  Lord  Camoys  ' 

Henry  Lonl  Willoughby  de  Broke 

Hubert  Geoi  ge  Charles  Lord  Vaux 
of  Harrowden 

Ralph  Gordon  Lord  Wentworth. 
(In  another  place  as  Earl  of 
Loivlaee) 
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271  Alfred  Thomas  Townshend  Lord 

Braye 

272  Robert  George  Lonl  Windsor 

273  William  Henry  John  Lord  North 

274  Beauchamp  Moubray  Lord  St.  John 

of  Bletso 

275  Thomas  Evelyn  Lord  Howard  de 

Walden 

276  Bernard  Henry  Philip  Lord  Petre 

277  John  Fiennes  Lord  Saye  and  Sele 

278  John  Francis  Lord  Arundell  of 

Wardour 

279  Edward  Henry  Stuart  Lord  Clifton. 

{Earl  of  Damley) 

2^  John  Baptist  Joseph  Lord  Dormer 

281  Henry  John  Philip  Sidney  Lord 

Teynham 

282  Fitzfaerbert  Lord  Stafibrd 

283  George  Frederick  William  Lord 

Byron 

284  Lewis  Henry  Hugh  Lord  Clifford 

of  Chudleigb 

285  Henry  John  Brinsley  Lord  Manners 

of  Haddon.  {Marquess  of  Gratthy) 

286  Henry  de  Vere  Lord  Barnard 

287  Horace  Courtenay  Gammell  Lord 

Forbes.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

288  Alexander  William  Frederick  Lord 

Saltoun.   {Ekded  for  SeoOand) 

289  Charles    William   Lord  Sinclair. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

290  James  Walter  Lord  Torphichen. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

291  Alexander  Hugh  Lord  Balfour  of 

Biirley.    {Elected  for  Scotland) 

292  Walter    Hugh    Lord  Polwarth. 

{Elected  for  Scotland) 

293  Richard    Edmund    St.  Lawrence 

Lord  Boyle.  {Earl  of  Cork  and 
Orrery) 

294  George   Lord    Hay.      {Earl  of 

Kinn&ul) 

295  Bigb;^  Wentworth  Bayard  Lord 

Middleton 

296  Debonnaire  John  Lord  Monson 

•297   Walter    WUIiam  Brabazon  Lonl 
Ponsonby.   {Earl  of  Besi^orougk) 

298  Alfred  Nathaniel  Holden  Lord 

Scaradale 

299  George  Florance  liOrd  Boston 

300  Ai^ustus  Arthur  Lord  Level  uid 

Holland.   {Earl  of  Egmonf) 


301 

302 

303 
304 
305 
306 
307 
308 
309 

310 

311 

312 
313 
314 

315 

316 
317 
318 

319 

320 

321 
322 
323 

324 

325 

326 

327 

328 

329 
330 
331 


Geol:^ge  Francis   Augustus  Lord 
Vernon 

Edward   Henry   Trafalgar  Lord 
Digby 

Martin  Bladen  Lord  Hawke 

Henry  Thomas  Lord  Foley 

Arthur  de  Cardonnel  Lord  Dinevor 

Thomas  Lord  Walsingham 

William  Lord  Bagot 

Charles  Henry  Lord  Southampton 

John  Richard  Brinsley  Lord  Grant- 
ley 

George  Bridges  Harley  Dennett 
Lord  Rodney 

Arthur  Herbert  Tennyson  Lord 
Somers 

Richard  Henry  Lord  Berwick 
Edward  Lennox  Lord  Sherborne 

Hennr  De  La  Poer  Lord  Tyrone. 

{Marquess  of  Waterford) 

Richard    Henry    Lord  Carleton. 

{Earl  of  Shannon) 

Charles  Lord  Suffield 
Lloyd  Lord  Kenyon 

Charles   Comwallis   Lord  Bray- 

brooke 

Georee  Augustus  Hamilton  Lord 
erwick.    {Marguest  of  Done- 

golf) 

Henry  Charles  Lord  Gage.  {Fis- 

count  Gage) 

Thomas  John  Lord  Thurlow 
William  Morton  Lord  Auckland 

 Lord  Mendip. 

{Vistmnt  Clifden) 

Edmund  Archibald  Lord  Stuart  of 
Castle  Stuart.    {Earl  of  Moray) 

Alan  Plantagenet  Lord  Stewart  of 
Garlies.   {Etsrl  of  Galloway) 

James  George  Henry  Lord  Salters- 
ford.    {Earl  of  Cmtrtown) 

William  Lord  Brodrick.  {Ftteouni 

Midlet<m) 

Augustus  Cholmondeley  Lord  Cal- 
thorpe 

Peter  Robert  Lord  Gwydir 
William  Thomas  Lord  Bolton 
John  Lord  Lilf ord 
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332  Thomas  Lord  Ribblesdale 

333  Edward  Donough  Lord  Inchiquin. 

(Electai  for  Ii^nd) 

334  Somerset  Henry  hard  Famham. 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

335  John  Thomas  William  Lord  Massy. 

(EUcied  for  Ireland) 

336  Hamilton   Matthew  Fitzmaurice 

Lord  Muskerry.  {Elected  far 
Ireland) 

337  Francis  William  Lord  Kilmaine. 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

338  Luke     Gerald    Lord  Clonbrock. 

{Elected for  Ireland) 

339  Charles    Mark    Lord  Headley. 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

340  Edward    Henry    Churchill  Lord 

Crofton.    {Elected  for  Ireland) 

341  Hercules  Edward  Lord  Langford 

{Elected  for  Ireland) 

342  Dayrolles  Blakeney  Lord  Ventry. 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

343  Henry  O'Call^han  Lord  Dunalley. 

(Elected  for  Ireland) 

344  John  Henty  Lord  Loftus.  (Mar- 

quess of  Ely) 

346   William  Lord  Carysfort    (Earl  of 

Carysfort) 

346  George  Ralph  Lord  Abcrcromby 

347  Charles    Towry    Hamilton  Lord 

^lenborongh 

348  A^UBtus  Frederick  Arthur  Lord 

Sandys 

349  Henry  North  Lord  Sheffield.  (Earl 

of  Sheffield) 

350  William  Macnaghten  Lord  Erskine 

351  John    Thomas    Lord  Monteagle. 

(Marquess  of  Sligo) 

352  Bernard  Arthur  William  Patrick 

Hastings  Lord  Granard.  (Earl 
of  Gramrd) 

353  Lord  Gardner 

354  John  Thomas  Lord  Manners 

355  John  Adrian  Louis  Lord  Hopetoun. 

(Earl  of  Hopetoun.)  (In  another 
place  as  Lord  Chamberlain  <^  the 
Household) 

366   Albert  Edward  Lord  Gasdemaine. 
{Elected  for  Ireland) 

357  Charles  Lord  Meldrum.  (Marquess 

ofHuntly) 

358  Lowry  Egerton  Lord  Grinstead. 

(Earl  of  Ennisktllen) 
369   William  Henry  Edmond  de  Vere 
Sheaffe  Lord  Foxf  ord.    {Earl  of 
Limeride) 


360  Victor  Albert  Francis  Charles  Lord 

Chunjhill 

361  G^rge    Robert    Canning  Lord 

Harris 

362  Reginald  Charles    Edward  Lord 

Colchester 

363  Robert    Schomberg     Lord  Ker. 

(Marquess  of  Lothian) 

364  Victor  George  Henry  Frauds  Lord 

Minster.    (Marquess  Conyngham) 

365  James  Edward  William  Theobald 

Lord  Ormonde.  {Mar^tess  of 
Ormonde) 

366  Francis   Richard  Lord  Wemyss. 

(Earl  of  fFemyss) 

367  Thomas  Lord  Silckester.    {Earl  of 

Longford) 

368  Clotworthy  John  Eyre  Lord  Oriel. 

(ViscourU  Masserwne) 

369  Hugh  Lord  Delamere 

370  Cecil  Theodore  Lord  Forester 

371  John  William  Lord  Rayleigh 

372  Edric  Frederick  Lord  Gifford 

373  Hubert   George   Lord  Somerhill. 

(Alarquess  of  ClanHcarde) 

374  James  Ludovic  Lord  Wigan.  (Earl 

of  Crawford) 

375  Uchter  John  Mark  Lord  Ranfurly. 

{Earl  of  Ranfurly) 

376  Charles  Stewart  Henry  Lord  Ten- 

terden 

377  William  Lee  Lord  Plunket 

378  William  Fredk.  Lord  Heytesbury 

379  Archibald  Philip  Lord  Rosebery. 

(Earl  of  Rosebery) 

380  Richard  James  Lord  Clanwilliam 

{Earl  of  Clanu!iUiam) 

381  Henry  Molyneux  Lord  Wynford 

382  Charles    Gore  Lord  Kilmarnock. 

(Earl  of  Erroll) 

383  Arthur  James  Francis  Lord  Fin- 

gall.    {Earl  of  Fingall) 

384  Charles    William    Hvlton  Philip 

Lord  Sefton.    (Eart  of  Sefton) 

385  Charies  Lord  Clements.  {Earl 

Leitrim) 

386  Geoffrey   Thomas    Lord  Kenlis. 

(Marquess  of  Headforl) 

387  Reginald  Lord  Chaworth.  (Earl 

ofMeath) 

388  Charles  Adolphus  Lord  Dunmore. 

(Earl  of  Dunmore) 

389  Augustus  Frederick  George  War- 

wick Lord  Poltimore 
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390  Llewelyn   Nenll    Vaughan  Lord 

Mostyn 

391  Henry  Spencer  Lord  Templemore 

392  Valentine  Frederick  Lord  Clon- 

curry 

393  James  St.  A'incent  Lord  l)e  Sau- 

marez 

394  Thomas  Loixl  Dcnmau 

395  James    Yorke    MacGregor  Lord 

Abinger 

396  Philip  Lottl  De  L'Isle  and  Dudley 

397  Francis  Denzil  Edward  Lord  Aah- 

burton 

398  Edward     George     Percy  Lord 

Hatherton 

399  -Archibald  Braljazon  Spanow  Lord 

Worlingham.    {Earl  of  Gosfonf) 

400  Hallyburton  George  I^rd  Strathe- 

den 

401  Geoffrey      Dominick  Augustus 

Frederick  Lord  Oranmore  and 
Browne.    {EMiil  fm-  hrhmd) 

402  Simon  Joseph  Lord  Lorat 

403  William  Bateman  Lord  Bateman 

404  Algernon  Hawkins  Thomond  LonI 

Kintore.    {Ear)  o/Kintore) 

405  Derrick    \\'arner  William  Lord 

Rossmore 

406  Robert    Shapland  George  Juliui 

Lord  Carew 

407  William  Ashley  Wobb  Lord  De 

Mauley 

408  Arthur  Lord  Wrottesley 

409  Charles    Douglas    Richard  Lord 

Sudeley 

410  Paul  Sanford  Lonl  Methuen 

411  Henry  Edward  John  Lord  Stanley 

of  Alderley 

412  William  Henry  Lord  Leigh 

413  Beilby  Lord  Weulock 

414  William  Lord  Lurgan 

415  Thomas  Spring  Lord  Moiiteagle  of 

Brandon 

416  John  Reginald  Upton  Lord  Seaton 

417  John  Manley  Arbuthnot  Lord  Keane 

418  John   Lord   Oxenfoord.    {Etnl  of 

Stair) 

419  George  Crespigiiy  Brabazon  Lord 

Vivian 

420  Henry  Lord  Congleton 

421  Victor     Alexander   Lonl  Elgin. 

{Earl  of  EUjin  and  Kincardine) 

422  Arthur  Lord  de  Freyne 

423  Edward  Burtenshaw  Lord  Saint 

Leonards 


424    George    Fitz-Roy    Henry  Lord 
Raglan 

42.5    Valentine  Augustus  Lord  Kenmare. 
{Earl  of  Kenmare) 

426  Henry  Lord  Belper 

427  Richard  Wogan  Lord  Talbot  de 

Malahide 

428  Robert  Wellesley  Lord  Ebury 

429  Charles  Compton  William  Lord 

Chesham 

430  Frederic  Augustus  Lord  Chelms- 

ford  ^ 

431  John  Lord  Churston 

432  Henry  Lord  Leconfield 

433  Godfrey  Charles  Lord  Tredegar 

434  Fitz  Patrick  Henry  Lord  Lyveden 

j  435  Henry  Charles  Lord  Brougham  and 
!  Vaux 

i  436    Arthur  Fitz-Gcrald  Lord  Kinnaird 

i  437    Richard  Luttrell  Pilkington  Lord 

1  Westbury 

;438    Charles  Paget  Fitzhardinge 

I  Fitzhardinge 

I  439    Luke  Lord  Annaly 

I  440   John  Gaspard  Le  Marchant  Loixl 

j  Romilly 

441  James  Herbert  Gustavus  Meredyth 

Lord    Meredyth.     (Lonl  Ath- 

lumneij) 

442  Windham  Thomas    Lord  Keiu-y. 

{Earl  of  Dunraven  and  Mount- 
Earl) 

443  Henry  Power  Charles  Stanley  Lord 

Monck.    (I'i^ount  Monrk) 

444  John    Major    Lord  Hartismcre. 

{TAirii  Henniker) 

445  Hylton  George  Hylton  Lord  Hylton 

446  George  Sholto  Gordon  Lord  Pen- 

rhyn 

447  Gustavus  Russell  Lord  Brancepetb. 

{risrouni  Bot/ne) 

448  John  Henry  Lord.Kesteven 

449  Arthur  Lord  Ormathwaite 

450  Edward  Lord  O  Neill 

451  Robert  William  Lord  Napier 

452  Jenico  William  Joseph  Lord  Gor- 

manston.    {I'i^onnt  GurmanMon) 

453  Thomas  Kane  Lord  Rathdonnell. 

{Eltried  for  Irclantl) 

454  John  Hamilton  Lord  I^wrence 

455  John  Lord  Dunning.    {Lord  Jiollo) 

1 456   James  Ix)rd  Baltnhard.     {Earl  of 

1  tSoidhesk) 
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to'    Williiim    Lord    Hare.     (Earl  of 
Luitoifd) 

45S    Francis  Edwanl  I^rd  Howanl  of 
GIoRsop 

45y    Bernard   Mward    Bamaby  Lord 

Castletown 
460   John  Emerich  Mward  Lonl  Acton 
401    Thomas  Charles  Lord  Kobartes 

462  Frederick  Lord  Wolverton 

463  Algernon    William    Fulke  Lord 

Greville 

4*>4    Thomjxs  Towneley  Lord  O'Hagan 
463    William  Lord  Sandhurst 

466  William  John  (icorge  Loitl  Ettrick. 

{Lord  Xapiei  ) 

467  Si(hiey    James    Ijord  Somerton. 

{Emi  of  Xoniianfnn) 
46K    Henry  Camplwll  Lord  Aberdare 
46U    Henry  James  I^rd  Moncrieff 

470  Bornard  John  Seymour  Lord  Cole- 

ridge 

471  Thomas  William  (raston  Loi-d  Emly 

472  Thomas  Francis  Lonl  Cottesloe 

41 '^    Herliert    Perrott    Murray  Lord 
Hampton 

474  Charles  Alexander  Lurd  Douglas. 

(Earl  of  Home) 

475  Arthur  Geoi^e  Maule  Lord  Ramsey. 

(Eitrl  of  JMlhmsit) 

476  John   Henry    Lord  Fermanagh. 

(Earl  Erne) 

477  William  Kichard  Loitl  Harlech 

478  Henry  Gerard  Lord  Alington 

479  Wilbraham  Frederic   Lord  ToUe- 

mache 

4K0    M'illiam  Cansfield  Lo«I  Geranl 

481  Lionel  Sackville  Lonl  Sackville 

482  Charles  Bowyer  Lord  Norton 

483  Percy    Lord    Shnte.       ( FisrouiU 

Jiirrrim/fon) 

484  Lawrence  Hesketh  Lord  Haldon 

485  Ivor  Bertie  Lord  Wimbonie 

486  Arthur  Edward  Lord  Ardilauii 

487  Charles  M'allace  Alexander  Napier 

Lord  Lamingtoii 

488  Arthur  William  Lord  Trevor 

489  Montagu  William  Lord  Kowton 

490  Edward  Lord  Brabouriic 

491  Arthur  Oliver  Villiers  Ix»rd  Ampt- 

hill 

492  William  Montagu  Lord  Tweeddale. 

{Murqiim  of  fweeddaie) 

493  William    Ulick    Tristram  Lord 

Howth.    (Earl  of  IIoxHh) 


494 
495 
496 
497 
498 
499 

500 
501 
502 


503 

504 
505 

506 

i  507 
'  508 
509 
510 
511 
512 
518 
514 
515 
516 

517 
518 

519 
520 
621 
522 
523 
524 
525 
526 

527 
528 
529 

530 
531 

532 

533 
534 


Dynald  James  Jjord  Keay 
Harcourt  Lord  Derwent 
Henry  James  Lord  Hothfield 
Edward  Lord  Tweedmouth 
Hallam  Lord  Teimyson 
James  Lord  Strathspey.    {Earl  of 
Seaffid) 

John  William  Lord  Monk  Bretton 
A\'alter  Henry  Lord  Northbonrne 
Arthur  Saunders  William' Charles 

Fox    Lord    Sudley.     {Earl  of 

Arran) 

John  Robert  William  Lord  de  Vesci. 

{J'immnf  df  Venri) 
Mannaduke  Francis  Lord  Hemes 
Mervyn  PMward  Lord  Poweracourt. 

{In    iinother   plnre    as  P'lsroant 

Fouvrseourt) 
Frederic  Lord  Northington.  (Lord 

hnilrif) 

Nathaniel  Mayer  Lord  Rothschild 
John  Lonl  Kevclstoke 
Rolwrt  Lord  Monkawell 
Arthur  Lord  Hobhouse 
Ralph  Robert  M'heeler  Lord  Lingen 
Edwarfl  Lord  Ashlwurne 
Rowland  Lonl  Saint  Oswidd 
Rolwrt  James  I^rd  Wantage 
Rolwrt  Wilfrid  Lord  Deramore 
Hein-\-  John  Lord  ^lontagu  of  Beau- 
lieu 

Sidney  Herl»ert  Lord  Elphinstone 
Charles  John  Lord  Colville  of  Cul- 
ross 

Richai-d  Farrer  Lord  Herschell 

Charles  William  Lord  Hillingdon 

Charles  Lord  Hindlip 

Etlmund  Lord  Grimthorpe 

Richard  de  Aquila  Lord  Stalbridgc 

William  Lord  Kensington 

Michael  Arthur  Lord  Burton 

John  Olencaim  Carter  Lord  Hamil- 
ton of  Dalzell 

Thomas  Lord  Brassey 

Hera-y  Lord  Thring 

Edward  Lord  Macnaghten.  (A 
Lonl  of  Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

Robert  Lord  Connemara 

Claude  Lord  Bowes.  {Earl  of 
Straihmore  and  Kinghom) 

Greorge  Edmund  Milnes  Lord 
Monckton.    (ytscmtnt  Galuriif) 

John  Lord  Saint  Levan 

James  Douglas  Lord  Magheramorne 
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536  William  George  Lord  Armstrong 

536  George  Limbrey  Lord  Basing 

537  William  Henry  Lord  de  Ramsey 

538  William  Meriton  Lord  Cheylesmore 

539  Egerton  Lord  Addington 

540  John  Savile  Lord  Savile 

541  Michael  Lord  Morris.    (A  Lord  of 

Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

542  William  Ventris  Lord  Field 

543  Edward  Cecil  Lord  Iveagh 
644  George  Lord  Mount  Stephen 

545  Samuel  Lord  Masham 

546  Frederick  Sleigh  Lonl  Roberts  of 

Kandahar 

547  Arthur  William  Acland  Lord  Hood 

of  Avalon 

548  William  Loid  Kelvin 

549  Henry  John  Lord  Rookwood 

550  Alexander  Burns  Lord  Shand 
651  George  Lord  Ashcombe 

553  Archibald  Campbell  Lord  Blyths- 
wood 

553  Thomas  Lord  Grawahaw 

564  William  Amhurst  Lord  Amherst  <rf 
Hackney 

555  Thomas  Wodehouse  Lord  Newton 

556  Henry  Lyle  Lord  Dimleath 

557  John  Allan  Lord  Llangattock 

558  George  James  Lord  Playfair 

559  Cyril  Lord  Battersea 

560  Ernest  Ambrose  Lord  Swansea 

561  Thomas  Cecil  Lord  Farrer 

562  John  Campbell  Lord  Overtoun 

563  Cecil  Geo.  Savile  Lord  Hawkesbury 

564  Arthur  Lord  Stanmore 

565  Stuart  Lord  Rendel 

566  Reginald  Earle  Lord  Welby 

567  Charles  Lord  Russell  of  Killowen 

568  Horace  Lord  Davey.    {A  Lord  of 

Appeal  in  Ordinary) 

569  Henry  Brougham  Lord  Loch 

570  Sydney  James  Lord  Wandsworth 

571  James  Lord  Ashton 

572  Herbert  Coulstoun  Lord  Burghdere 

573  Henry  Lord  James 

574  David  Robert  Lord  Rathmore 

575  Henry  Lord  Pirbright 

576  Algernon  Lord  Glenesk 

577  Henry  Hucks  Lord  Aldenham 

578  Edward  Lord  Heneage 

579  John  Wingfield  Lord  Malcolm  of 

Poltallooh 


580  Hercules  Arthur  Temple  Lord  Ros- 

mead 

581  Alexander  Smith  Lord  Kinnear 

582  Joseph  Lord  Lister 

683   David  Lord   Fairlie.      {Earl  of 
Gkugow) 

584  Hugh    Richard    Lord  Dawnay. 

(PiscouTU  Down) 

585  Henry  Ludlow  Lord  Ludlow 

586  Hans    Wellesley     Lord  Holm 

Patrick 

587  John  Lord  Inverclyde 

588  Donald  Alexander  Lord  Strathcona 

and  Mount  Royal 
5B9    William  Wallace  Lord  Newlanda 

590  Horace  Brand  Lord  Farquhar 

591  Josslyn  Francis  Lord  Muncaster 

592  Arthur     Lawrence     Lord  Hali- 

burton 

593  Horatio  Herbert  Lord  Kitchener  of 

Khartoum 

694   Philip   Henry   Wodehouse  Lord 
Currie 

595  Joseph  Russell  Lord  Glanusk 

596  Henry  Lord  Brampton 

597  Robert  Thomhaugh   Lord  Gran- 

worth 

698   Julian  Lord  Pauncefote 

599  James   Patrick   fiannerman  Lord 

Robertson.  {A  Lord  of  AppaU 
in  Ordinary) 

600  Henry  Stafford  Lord  Northcote 
601*  John  Lord  Avebury 

*  This  number  is  in  excess  of  the  total 
Number  of  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal, 
the  IHscrepancy  being  caused  by  the 
following  Lords  being  twice  named  in 
the  Roll : 

Earl  of  Halsbury  as  Lord  High  Chancellor 

and  as  Earl  of  Halsbury  (Nos.  8  and  1 98) 
Duke  of  Devonshire  as  Lord  President  and 

as  Duke  of  Devonshire  (Nos.  10  and  20) 
Viscount  Cross  as  Lord  Privy  Seal  and  as 

Viscount  Gross  (Nos.  11  and  228) 
Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgomery  as 

Lord  Steward  and  as  E^rl  of  Pembroke 

and  Montgomery  (Nos.  56  and  60) 
Elarl  of  Lovelace  as  Earl  of  Lovelace  and  as 

Lord  Wentworth  (Xos.  170  and  270) 
Earl  de  Montalt  as  Earl  de  Montalt  and  as 

Viscount  Hawarden  (Nos  191  and  209) 
Viscount     Powerscourt     as  Viscount 

Powerscourt  and   as   Lord  Powers- 

court  (Nos.  207  and  505) 
Lord  Hopctoun  as  Lord  Chamberlain  and 

as  Lord  Hopetoun  (Nos.  258  and  355) 
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ALPHABETICAL  LIST  OF  MEMBERS 

IN  THX 

Sbvxnth  Session  of  the  Twientt-sixth  Parliament 

OF 

TEIE  UNITED  KINGDOM  AND  THE  FOUETEENTH  OF 
QUEEN  VICTORIA. 

(Compiled  at  the  Opemng  of  the  Session.) 


A 

Abraham,  William  (Glamorgan,  Bhondda) 

Abraham,  William  (Cork  Co.,  N.  East) 

Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.,Bt.  (Somerset, 
Wellington) 

Aird,  John  (Paddington,  N.) 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 

Allan,  William  (Newcastlfr-onder-Lyme) 

Allhiisen,  Aug.  Henry  E.  (Salisbury) 

Allison,  Robert  A.  (Cumberland,  Eskdale) 

Allsopi^  Hon.  George  H.  (Worcester) 

Ambrose,  Robert  (Mayo,  West) 

Anson,  Sir  WiUiam  R.,  Bt.  (Oxford  Uni- 
Tersity) 

Anstruther,    Henry   T.   (St.  Andrews 
Burghs) 

Arch.  Joseph  (Norfolk,  N.W.) 

Archdale,  Edward  M.  (Fermanagh,  N.) 

Arnold,  AUred  (Halifax) 

Amold-Forater,  Hugh  O.  (Belfast,  West) 

Arrol,  Sir  William  (Ayrshire,  South) 

Asher,  Alexander  (Elgin  Burghs) 

Ashmead-Bartlett,    Sir  Eilis  (Sheffield, 
Ecdesall) 

Ashton,  Thomas  Gair  (Beds,  Luton) 

Asquith.  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H.  (Fife,  East) 


Atherley-Jones,     Llewellyn  (Durham, 

N.W.)  . 

Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John  (Londonderry, 
North) 

Austin,   Sir  John,    Bt.   (York,  W.R., 

Osgoldcross) 
Austin,  Michael  (Limerick,  West) 


B 

Bagot^  Capt.  Joacelino  F.  (Westmoreland, 
Kendal) 

Bailey,  James  (Newington,  Walworth) 

Baillie,  James  E.  B.  (Inverness) 

Bainbridge,  E.  (Lincoln,  Gainsborough) 

Baird,  John  G.  A,  (Glasgow,  Central) 

Baker,  Sir  John  (Portsmouth) 

Balcarres,  Lord  (Lancashire,  Chorley) 

Baldwin,  Alfred  (Worcester,  Bewdley) 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  Arthur  J.  (Manchester, 
East) 

Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  Gerald  William  (Leeds, 
Central) 

Banbury,   Fred.    George  (Camberwell, 
Peckham) 

Banes,  Major  George  E.  (West  Ham, 

South) 
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Barlow,  John  Emmott  (Somerset,  Frome)  |  Brigg,  John  {York,  W.R.,  Keighley) 
Barnes,  Ft«d.  Gorell  (Kent,  Fa\-eraham)      Broadhurst,  Henry  (Leicester) 
Barry,   Rt.   Hon.   Arthur   H.    Smith-  ^^^^^^  J.'"  ^on.  St  John  (Surrey, 

(Hunts,  Huntingdon)  Guildford) 
Banr,  Edward  (Cork  Co.,  South)  '  B^^tfi^Id,  Arthur  M.  (Sussex.  Rye) 

Bany,  Sir  Fn^ncis  Tress,  Bt.(Wi.>d8or)  ;  ^^^elii^^^i  "^^""^  (Shropshire, 
Bartley,  George  C.  T.  (Islington,  N.)  '  Brunner,  Sir  John  T.,  Bt.  (Cheshire, 
Bathurst,  Hon,   Allen  B.   (Glouceater,  Northwich) 

Cirencester)  Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James  (Aberdeen,  South) 

Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire,  Chester-  Brymer.  Wm.  Ernest  (Dorset,  5ionth) 

Buchanan,  Thomas  R.  (Aberdeenshire, 
Beach,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  H.,  Bt.  (Bristol,  East) 

•)  Bullard,  Sir  Harry  (Xorwich) 

Beacl^  Rt.  Hon.  WiUiam  W.  R  (Hants,  Burdett-Coutts,  AV.   L.    A.  B.  (West- 

Andover)  minster) 
Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B.  (Northum-  g        j^^^  (Battersea) 

berland,  Hexham)  '  ^  V,, 

Beckett,  Ernest  W.  (York,  N.R.,  Whitby)  Thomas  (Morpeth) 

^  ^'  Butcher,  John  George  (York) 

Begg,  F.  Faithful!  (Glasgow,  St.  RoUox)  ^  ^^^^^^   ^   ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 


Bemrose,  Sir  Henrj*  Howe  (Derby) 

Bentinck,  Lord  Henry  (Nottingham,  S.) 

Bethel],  Commander  Geo.  R.  (Y'ork,  E.R., 
Holdemess) 

Bhowm^gree,  Sir  M.  M.-  (Bethiial  Green, 

N.E.) 

Biddulph,  Michael  (Herefordshire,  Koss) 
Bigwood,  James  (Middlesex,  Brentford) 
Bill,  Charles  (Staffordshire.  Leek) 
Billson,  Alfred  (Halifax) 
Biirell,  Augustine  (Fife,  West) 
Blake,  Edward  (Longford,  S.) 
Biakiston-Houston,  J.  (Down,  North) 
Blundell,  CoL  H.  R  H.  (Lancashire,  Ince) 


Popbr) 


Caldwell,  James  (Lanark,  Mid) 

Cameron,  Sir  Charles,  Bt.  (Glasgow. 
Bridgeton) 

Cameron,  Robert  (Durham,  Hougfatou-le- 
Spring) 

Campbell,  Rt.  Hon.  James  A.  (Glasgow 
and  Aberdeen  Universities) 

Campbell,  James   H.  M.   (Dublin.  St. 
Stephen's  Green) 

Campltell-Bannerman,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 
(Stirling  Burghs) 

Carew,   J.  Laurence  (Dublin,  College 


Green) 

Bolith^  Thomas  Bedford  (ComwaU,  St. '  Carfiie,  WUliam  Walter  (Bucks,  N.) 

«  J  ,  «    Carmichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson,  Bt.  (Edin- 

Bolton,  Thomas  Dollmg  (Derbyshu^,  N.      ^urgh,  Midlothian) . 

FAst)  ,  ;  Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward  (Dublin  Uni- 

Bond,  Edward  (r<iottmgham,  E.)  veraity) 

Bonsor,  H.  Cosmo  O.  (Surrey,  AVimble-  Carvill,  Patrick  G.  H.  (Newry) 


don) 

Boscawen,  Arth.  S.  T.  Gnllith  (Kent, 
Tunb  ridge) 

Boulnois,  Edmund  (Marylebone,  E.) 

Bousfieki,  William  R.  (Hackney,  N.) 

Bowles,  Major  Henry  F.  (Middlesex,  En- 
field) 

Bowles,  Thomas  Gibson  (Lynn  Regis) 
Brassey,  Albert  (Oxon,  Banbury) 


Causton,   Richard  Knight  (Southwark, 
West) 

Cavendish,  Richard  F.  (Lancashire,  North 

Lonsdale) 

Cavendish,  Victor  C.  W.  (Derbyshire, 
West) 

Cawley,  Frederick  (Lanes,  Prestwich) 

Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  Wm.  (Barrow-in 
Fumess) 
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Cecil,  Evelyn  (Herts,  Hertford) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Capt.  Kcbard  G.  W.  (Wilts, 
Westbiiry) 

Chamberlain,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  (Birmingham, 

W.) 

Chamberlain,  J.  Austen  (Worcestershire, 
East) 

Chnnning,  Francis    A.  (Northampton, 
East) 

Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry  (Lincolnshire, 

Sleaford) 

Charrington,  Hpencer  (Tower  Hamlets, 
MUe  End) 

Chelsea,  Viscount  (Bury  St.  Edmunds) 

Ckncy,  John  J.  (Dublin  Co.,  North) 

Clare,  Octavius  Leigh  (Lancashire,  Eccles) 

CUrk,  Dr.  Gavin  B.  (Caithness) 

Clarke,  Sir  Edward  (Plymouth) 

Clough,  Walter  Owen  (Portsmouth) 

Cochrane,   Hon.  Thos.    H.  (Ayrshire, 
North) 

Coddington,  Sir  William,  Bt.  (Blackburn) 

Coghill,  Douglas  H.  (Stoke-upon-Trent) 

Cohen,  Benjamin  L.  (Islington,  E.) 

Collery,  Bernard  (Sligo,  North) 

CoUines,  Kt.  Hon.  Jesse  (Birmingham, 
Boraesley) 

Colomb,  Sir  John  (Great  Yarmouth) 

Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A.  (Gloucester, 
Thombury) 

Colville,  John  (Lanark,  N.E.) 

Commins,  Andrew  (Cork  Co.,  S.  East) 

Compton,  Lord  Alwyne  F.  (Beds,  Biggles- 
wade) 

Condon,  Thomas  J.  (Tipperary,  E.) 

Cook,     Frederick     Lucas  (Lambeth, 
Kennington) 

Cooke,  C.  W.  Radclifie  (Hereford) 
Corbet,  William  J.  (Wicklow,  Ewt) 
Corbett,    Arch.    Cameron  (Glasgow, 

Tradeston) 
Comwallis,  F.  S.  Wykeham  (Maidstone) 

Cotton-Jodrell,  GoL  K  T.  D.  (Cheshire, 
Wiml) 

Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  Lecmard  H.  (Corn- 
wall, Bodmin) 

Cox,   Irwin    Edward  B.  (Middlesex, 
Ifarrow) 

Cranbome,  Viscount  (Rochester) 

VOL.  LXXVIIL  [Fourth  Series.] 


Crean,  Eugene  (Queen's  Co.,  Ossory) 
Crilly,  Daniel  (Mayo,  North) 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred  (Gloucester,  Stroud) 
Crombie,  John  William  (Kincardineshire) 
Gross,  Alexander  (Glasgow,  Camlachie) 
Cross,  Herbert  Shepherd  (Bolton) 

Cruddas,  William  Donaldson  (Newcastle- 

on-Tyne) 

Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry  (Surrey,  Reigate) 
Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal,  N.) 
Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  South) 
Currie,  Sir  Donald  (Perthshire,  West) 
Curzon,  Viscount  (Bucks,  Wycombe) 

D 

I  Dalbiac,  Major  Philip  H.  (Camljerwell,  N.) 
{  Dalkeith,  Earl  of  (Roxbuigh) 
I  Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles,  Bt.  (Ipswich) 
Daly,  James  (Monaghan,  South) 
!  Dalziel,  James  H.  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) 

[  Davenport,  Wm.    Bromley-  (Cheshire, 

Macclesfield) 
1  Davies,  Col.  Sir  Horatio  David  (Chatham) 

Davies,  M.  Vaughan-  (Cardigan) 
I  Davitt,  Michael  (Mayo,  South) 

'  Denny,   Col.    John    M.  (Kilmarnock 

I  Burghs) 

Dewar,  Arthur  (Edinburgh,  South) 
Dickinson,  Robt.  E.  (Somerset,  Weill) 

Dickson-Poynder,  Sir    J.,  Bt.  (Wilts, 

Chippenham) 
Digby,  J.   Kenelm  Wingfield-  (Dorset, 

North) 

Dilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  C.  AV.,  Bt.  (Glouces- 
ter, Forest  of  Dean) 
Dillon,  John  (Mayo,  East) 

Disraeli,  Coningsby  B.  (Cheshire,  Altrin- 
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liwimond,  AVilliam  H.  K.  (Clare,  East) 
lieid.  Sir  Robert  T.  (Dumfries  Burghs) 
Iteiishaw,  Charles  B.  (Renfrew,  West) 
Kentoul,  James  A.  (Down,  East) 
Uichards,  Henry  Chas.  (Finsbury,  East) 
Kichardson,  Joseph  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Kichardson,  Sir  Thomas  (Hartlepool) 
Kickett,  J.  Ccmptou  (Scarborough) 

Kidley,  Rt.   Hon.   Sir  M.  White,  Bt. 

(Lancashire,  Blackpool) 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  T.  (Croydon) 

HoI>ert8,   John   Bryn  (Carnarvonshire, 
Eifion) 

Roberts,  John  Herbert  (Denbighshire 
West) 

Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee) 
Kolwrtson,  Herbert  (Hackney,  S.) 
Robinson,  Brooke  (Dudley) 


LIST  OF  MEMBERS.  xxxix 

[  Sharpe,  Wm.  E.  Thompson  (Kensineton, 
'  North) 

Shaw,  Charles  Edward  (Stafford) 

Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  Burghs) 

Shaw-Stewart,  M.  Hii^  (Renfrew,  East) 

Shee,  .James  John  (Waterford,  Vfost) 

Sheehy,  David  (Galway,  South) 

Sidebotham,  Joseph  W.  (Cheshire,  Hyde) 

Sidebottom,  Tom  Harrop  (Stalybridge) 

Sidebottom,Wm.  (Derbyshire,  High  Peak) 

Simeon,  Sir  J.  S.  Barrington,  Bt.  (South- 
1  ampton) 

I  Sinclair,  Capt.  John  (Forfar) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Essex,  Romford) 
I  Skewes-Cox,  Thomas  (Surrey,  Kingston) 
j  Smith,  Abel  Henry  (Christchurch) 
I  Smith,  James  Parker  (Lanark,  I^ll^tick) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flintshire) 


Koliaon,  William  Snowdon  (South  Shields)  |  s^ith,  Hon.  W.  Fred.  D.  (Strand,  West- 


Roche,  Hon.  James  (Kerry,  East) 
Roche,  John  (Galway,  East) 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye  (Islington,  South) 

Rothschild,  Hon.  Lionel    W.  (Bucks, 

Aylesbury) 
Round,  James  (Essex,  Harwich) 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux  (Rochdale) 
Runciman,  Walter  (Oldham) 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Cheltenham) 
Russell,  Thomas  W.  (Tyrone,  South) 
Rutherford,  John  (I^ncashire,  Darwen) 
Ryder,  J.  H.  Dudley  (Gravesend) 


Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Tower  Hamlets,  Lime- 
house) 

Samuel,  Jonathan  (Stockton) 
Sandys,  Col.  Thomas  M.  (Lancashire, 
Bootle) 

Sassoon,  Sir  Edward,  Bt.  (Hythe) 
Saunderson,  Col.  Rt  Hon.  £.  J.  (Armagh, 
North) 

Savory,  Sir  Joseph,  Bt.  (Westmoreland, 
Appleby) 

Schwann,  Charles  E.  (Manchester,  North) 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  R.  (Hackney,  Central) 

Scott,  Charles  Prestwich 
Leigh) 

Scott,  Sir  Samuel  E.,  Bt.  (Marylebone) 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton  (Lincoln) 
Seton-Karr,  Henry  (St.  Helens) 


minster) 

Soames,  Arthur  W.  (Norfolk,  South) 

Souttar,  Robinson  (Dumfriesshire) 

Spencer,  Ernest  (West  Bromwioh) 

Spicer,  Albert  (Monmouth  Boroughs) 

Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J.  (Burnley) 

Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur  (Lancashire,  Orms- 
kirk) 

Stanley,  Edward  J.   (Somerset,  Bridg- 
water) 

Stanley,  Sir  Henry  M.  (Lambeth,  N.) 
Stanley,  Lord  (Lanes.,  Westhougbton) 
Steadman,  William  G.  (Tower  Hamlets, 

Stepney) 

Stephens,  Henry    Charles  (Middlesex, 

Hornsey) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S.  (Suffolk,  Eye) 
Stewart,   Sir  Mark  J.  McTaggart^  Bt. 

(Kirkcudbright) 
Stirling-^Iaxwelt,  Sir  John  M.,  Bt.  (Glas- 
gow, College) 
Stock,  James  Henry  (Livei^Kwl,  Walton) 
Stone,  Sir  JohnBetijamin  (Birmingham, E.) 
Strachey,  Edward  (Somerset,  South) 
Strauss,  Arthur  (Cornwall,  Camborne) 
Strutt,    Hon.   Charles  Hedley  (Essex, 
Maldon) 

(Lancashire,  |  Stuart,  James  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) 

Sturt,  Hon.  Humphrey  N.  (Dorset,  East) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath,  South) 
Sullivan,  Timothy  D.  (Donegal,  West) 
Sutherland,  Sir  T.  (Greenock) 
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Welby,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  C.  Earle  (Taunton) 

Talbot,  Rt.  Hon.  John  G.  (Oxford  Uni-  Wentworth,  B.  C.  Vernon-  (Brighton) 

veraity)  Wharton,  Kt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd  (York,  W.R., 

Talbot,  Lord  Edmund  (Sussex,  Chichester)  :  Ripon) 

Tanner,  Charles  K.  Deane  (Cork  Co.»  !  Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 


Mid) 

Tennant,  Harold  John  (Berwickshire) 
Thomas,  Abel  (Carmarthen,  £.) 
Thomas,  Alfred  (Glamorgan,  £.) 
Thomas,  David  Alfred  (MerthyrTydvil) 


Whiteley,  Herbert  (Ashton-under-Lyne) 
Whitmore,  Charles  A.  (Chelsea) 

Whittaker,  Thomas  P.  (York,  W.R.,  Spen 

Valley) 

Williams,  John  Carvell  (Notts,  Mansfield) 


Thorbum,SirWalter(Peeble8  and  Selkirk)  j  Williams,  Joseph  Powell-(Birmingham,  S.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M.  (Clapham)  j  Williams,  Col.  Robert  (Dorset,  West) 

Tollemaohe,  Henry  J.  (Cheshire,  Eddis- )  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord  (Lincoln- 


bury) 

Tomlinson,  William  E.  M.  (Preston) 

Trevelyan,    Charles   P.    (York,  W.R.. 
Elland) 

Tritton,  Charles  E.  (Lambeth,  Norwood) 
Tuite,  James  (Westmeath,  North) 
TuUy,  Jasper  (Leitrim,  South) 

u 

Ure,  Alexuider  (Linlithgow) 
Uabome,  Thomas  (Essex,  Chelmsford) 


Valentia,  Viscount  (Oxford) 

Vemey,  Hon.  Rich.  Greville  (Warwick- 
shire, Rugby) 

Vincent,  Col.  Sir  C.  E.  Howard  (Sheffield, 
Central) 

Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 

W 

Wallace,  Robert  (Perth) 

Walrdnd,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  H.,  Bt. 

(Devon,  Tiverton) 
Wfdton,  John  Lawson  (Leeds,  South) 

Walton,  Joseph  (York,  W.R.,  Bamsley) 

Wanklyn,  Jaa.  Leslie  (Bradford,  Central) 

Ward,  Hon.  Robert  Arthur  (Cheshire, 
Crewe) 

Warde,  Lt.-Col.  Charles  E.  (Kent,  Med- 
way) 

Warner,  T.  Courtenay  T.  (Stafford,  Lich- 
field) 

Warr,  Augustus  F.  (Liverpool,  East 
Toxteth) 

Wason,£ugene(CiackmannanandKinro88) 

Webster,  Sir  Itichard  K  (Isle  of  Wight) 

Wedderbum,  SirWm.,  Bt.  (Banflshire) 

Weir,  James  GkiUoway  (Ross  and  Cro- 
marty) 


shire,  Horncastle) 
[WiUox,  Sir  John  Archibald  (Liverpool, 
Everton) 

,  Wills,  Sir  William  H.,  Bt.  (Bristol,  East) 

I  Wilson,  Charies  H.  (Hull,  West) 

I  Wilson.  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk,  Mid) 

;  Wilson,  Henry  Joseph  (York,  W.R., 
I  Holmfii-th) 

Wilson,  John  (Falkirk  Burghs) 

Wilson,  John  (Lanark,  Govan) 

Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid) 

Wilson,  John  William  (Worcestershire, 
North) 

Wilson,  Joseph  Havelock  (Middlesbrough) 

Wilson-Todd,  William  H.  (York,  N.R. 

Howdenshire) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hon.  Edmond  R.  (Bath) 
Wolff,  Gustavus  Wilhelm  (Belfast,  East) 
Woodall,  William  (Hanley) 
,  Wcodhouse,  Sir  James  T.  (Huddersfield) 
Woods,  Samuel  (Essex,  Walthamstow) 

Wortley,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  B.  Stuart- 

(Sheffield,  Hallam) 
Wrightson,  Thomas  (St.  Pancras,  East) 
Wylie,  Alexander  (Dumbartonshire) 
Wyndham,  George  (Dover) 

Wyndham-Quin,  Maj.  W.  H.  (Glamorgan 
South) 

Wy vill,  Marmaduke  D'Arcy  (York.  W.R. 
Otiey) 

Y 

Yerburgh,  Robert  A.  (Chester) 

Young,  Comr.   Oliver  (Berks,  Woking- 
ham) 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Younger,  William  (Lincolnshire,  Stam- 
forf) 

Yoxal^  James  Henry  (Nottingham,  West) 
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(Compiled  at  the  opening  of  the  SeMum.) 


ENGLAND-OOUNTIES  (234  Hemben). 


Bedfordshire  (2) 

North,  or  Biggleswade 
South,  or  Luton   

Berkshire  (3) 

East,  or  Wokinghain 
North,  or  Abingdon 
South,  or  Newbury 

BUGKINOHAMSHIRE  (3) 

Mid,  or  Aylesbury... 
North,  or  Buckingham 
South,  or  Wycombe 

Cambridgeshire  (3) 
East^  or  Newmarket 

North,  or  Wisbech  

West,  or  Chesterton 

Cheshire  (8) 

Altrin^ham   

Crewe 

Eddisbury  ... 

Hyde   

Knutsford  ... 
Macclesfield 

Northwich  

Wirral   

Cornwall  (6) 

Mid,  or  St.  Austell 
North-East^  or  Launceston 
North-West,  or  Cambome 
South-East,  or  Bodmin 

Truro   

West,  or  St,  Ives  


...  Compton,  Lord  Alwyne. 
...   Ashton,  T.  Oair. 


...    Young,  Capt.  Oliver. 
...    Loyd,  A.  K. 
...    Mount,  W.G. 


Rothschild,  Hon.  L.  W. 
...    Carlile.  W.  W, 
...    Curzon,  Viscount. 


...    M*Calmont,  H.  L.  B. 
...    Giles,  C.T. 
...    Greene,  W.  B. 


...  Disraeli,  Coningsby  R. 

  Ward,  Hon.  R.  A. 

  Tollemache,  H.  J. 

  Sidebotham,  J.  W. 

  i^erton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton. 

...  Davenport,  W.  B. 

...  Brunner,  Sir  J.  T. 
  Cotton-Jodrell,  CoL  K  T.  D. 


  M'Arthur,  W.  A. 

  Moulton,  J.  F. 

  Stnuuu^  A. 

  Courtney,  Rt.  Hon.  L.  H. 

...  Lawrence,  Sir  E.,  Bt 
  Bolitho,  T.  B. 
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CUMBBKtAND  (4) 

Gockermouth   

Mid,  or  Penrith   

NorthjOr  Eakdale  

West,  or  Egremont 

Derbyshire  (7) 
Chesterfield 

High  Peak  

Ilkeston 

Mid  

North-East  

South   • 

West .   

Devonshire  (8) 

East,  or  Honituii  

Mid,  or  Ash  burton ... 
North-East,  or  Tiverton   . . . 
North,  or  South  Molton  . . . 
North-West,  or  Barnstaple 

South,  or  Totnes  

Torquay   

West,  or  Tavistock 

DORSEl  SHIRE  (4) 

East    '  ... 

North   

South   

West   

Durham  (8) 

Barnard  Castle 
Bishop  Auckland  ... 
Chester-le-Street  ... 
Houghton-le-Spring 

Jarrow   

Mid  

North-West   

South-East  

E.S8EX  ^8) 

East  or  Maldon   

Mid  or  Chelmsford 
North-East,  or  Harwich  ... 
North,  or  Safiron  Walden 

South-East  

South,  or  Romford 
South-West,  or  Walthamstow 
West,  or  Epping  

Gloucestershire  (5) 
East,  or  Cirencester 
Forest  of  Dean 

Mid,  or  Stroud   

North,  or  Tewkesbury 
South,  or  Thombury 

Hampshire  (5) 

East,  or  Fetersfield 

New  Forest   


LawBon,  Sir  Wilfrid,  Bt. 
Lowther,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  W. 
Allison,  R.  A. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  H.  V. 


..1  Bayley,  Thomas. 

...  Sidebottom,  W. 

...  Foster,  Sir  B.  W. 

...  Jacoby,  J.  A. 

...  Bolton,  T.  D. 

...  Gretton,  J. 

...  Cavendish,  Victor  C.  W. 


...  Eennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.,  Bt. 

...  Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 

...  Walrond,  Col.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  H. 

...  Lambert,  G. 

...  Gull,  Sir  W.  Cameron,  Bt. 

...  Mildmay,  F.  Bingham. 

. . .  Philpotts,  Captain  A.  S. 

...  Luttrell,  H.  C.  F. 


...  Sturt,  Hon.  H.  N. 

...  Digby,J.  K.  W. 

...  Bryraer,  W.E. 

...  Williams,  Col.  R. 


...  Pease,  Sir  Joseph  W.,  Bt. 

...  '  Paulton,  J.  M. 

...  Joicey,  Sir  James,  Bt. 

...  Cameron,  Robert. 

...  Palmer,  Sir  C.  Mark,  Bt. 

...  Wilson,  John. 

...  Atherley-Jones,  L. 

...  Richardson,  Joseph, 

...  Strutt,  Hon.  0.  H. 

...  Usbome,  T. 

...  Round,  J. 

...  Gold,C. 

...  Bawh,  Major  F.  C. 

. . .  Sinclair,  I^uis. 

...  Woods,  Samuel. 

...  Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R.  M 


...  Bathurst.  Hon.  A.  B. 

...  Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  0.  W.,  Bt. 

...  Cripps,  C.  A. 

...  Dorington,  Sir  J.  E.,  Bt. 

...  Colston,  C.  £.  H.  A. 


...    Nicholson,  W.  G. 

...    Montague,  Hon.  J.  W,  E.  D.  Scott, 
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Hampshire  (5) — emt. 

Kortb,  or  Basingstoke    Jeffrejrs,  A.  F. 

.South,  or  Fareham   Fitz  Wygram,  Oen.  Sir  F.  W.  Bt. 

West,  or  Andover   Beach,  Rt.  Hon  W.  W.  Bramston. 

Herefori^hire  (2) 

North,  or  Leominster    Rankin,  Sir  Jas.,  Bart. 

South,  or  Rosa    Biddulph,  Michael. 

Hrktfordshire  (4) 

East,  or  Hertford   Cecil,  Evelyn. 

Mid,  or  St.  Albans   Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicary. 

North,  or  Hitchin   Hudson,  G.  B. 

West,  or  Watford   Halsey,  T.  F. 

HUNTINGLiONSHIRK  (2) 

North,  or  Ramsey   Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  £. 

South,  or  Huntiii^on    Barry,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  H.  Smith-. 

Isle  of  Wight  (1)   Webster,  Sir  R.  E. 

Kent  (8) 

East,  or  St.  Augustine's   Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers-, 

Isle  of  Tbanet      ...       ...    Lowther,  Rt.  Hon,  James. 

Mid,  or  Medway   Warde,  Lt.-Col.  C.  E. 

North-East,  or  Faversham    Barnes,  F.  Gorell. 

North-West,  or  Dartford   Dyke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart,  Bt. 


West,  or  Sevenoaks    Forster,  H.  W. 

Lancashire,  North  (4) 

Blackpool   Ridley,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W.,  Bt 

Chorley    Balcarres,  Lord. 

Lancaster   Fester,  Col  W.  H. 

North  Lonsdale    Cavendish,  Richd.  F. 

Lan'Cashire,  North-East  (4) 

Accrington ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Leese,  Sir  J.  F. 

Clitheroe   Kay-Shuttleworth.Rt.Hon.  Sir  U.J. 

Darwen     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Rutherford,  John. 

Rossendale ...       ...  ...     

Lancashire,  South-East  (8) 

Eccles    Clare,  O.  L. 

Gorton    Hatch,  E.  F.  G. 

Heywood   ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Kemp,  G. 

Middleton  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Duckworth,  J. 

Prestwich   Gawley,  F. 

Radcliffe-cum-Famworth   Mellor,  Col.  J.  J. 

Stratford   Maclure,  Sir  J.  W.,  Bt 

Westhoughton    Stanley,  Lord. 

Lancashire,  South-West  (7) 

Bootle    Sandys,  Col.  T.  M. 

Inc«   Blundell,  Col.  H.  B.  Hollinahed. 

Leigh    Scott,  C.  P. 

Newton    Pilkington,  Lt.-Col.  R. 

Ormskirk     Stanley,  Hon.  Arthur. 


South,  or  Ashford  ... 
South-West,  or  Tunbridge 


South  port... 
Widnes 


Pilkington,  Sir  G.  A. 
Gilliat  J.  S. 
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Leicestershire  (4) 
East,  or  Melton 
Mid,  or  Loughborough 
South,  or  Harborough 
West,  or  Boeworth 

Lincolnshire  (7) 

East  Lindsey,  or  Louth  ... 
Holland,  or  Spalding 
North  Kesteven,  or  Sleaford 
North  Lindsey,  or  Bri^  ... 
South  Kesteven,  or  Stamford 
SoHth  Lindsey,  or  Homcastle 
West  Lindsey,  or  Gainsborough  ... 

Middlesex  (7) 
Brentford  ... 
Ealing 

EnfieM   

Harrow 

Hornsey   

Tottenham  

Uxbridge  

Monuouthshire  (3) 

North   

South   

West   

Norfolk  (6) 

East   


Manners,  Lord  K  W. 
Ferguson,  J.  E.  J. 
Logan,  J.  \V. 
M'Laren,  C.  R  B. 


...  Perks,  R.  W. 

...  PoUock,  H.  F. 

...  Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  H. 

...  Eeckitt,  H.  J. 

...  Younger,  W. 

...  Willouphby  de  Eresby,  Lord. 

...  Bainbndge,  Emerson. 


...  Bigwood,  J. 

. . .  Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  George. 

...  Bowles,  Captain  H.  F. 

...  Cox,  J.  K  Bainbridge. 

...  Stephens,  H.  0. 

...  Howard,  J. 

. . .  Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  D.,  Bt. 


,..   M*Kenna,  R. 

...    Morgan,  Col.  Hon.  F.  C. 

...    Harcourt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Vernon- 


Price,  R.  J. 


Mid   Wilson,  F.  W. 

North    Gurdon,  Sir  W.  B. 

North- West         ...       ...       ...       ...  Arch,  Joseph 

South    Soames,  A.  W. 

South- West    Hare,  T.  L. 

Northauptonshire  (4) 

.  East    Channing,  F.  A. 

Mid   Pender,  Sir  James,  Bt 

North    Monckton,  K  P. 

South    Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 

NORTHUJIBERLAND  (4) 

Berwick-upon-Tweed    Grey,  Sir  Edward,  Bt. 

Hexham   Beaumont,  Wentworth  C.  B. 

Tyneside   Pease,  J.  A. 

■  Wansbeck   Fenwick,  C. 

Nottinghamshire  (4) 

Bassetlaw   Milner,  Sir  F.  G.,  Bt. 

Mansfield   Williams,  J.  OarvolL 

Newark    Newark,  Viscount 

Rushcliife  ...   Ellis,  J.  K 

Oxfordshire  (3) 

Mid,  or  Woodstock   Morrell,  G.  H. 

North,  or  Banbury    Bnwey,  Albert 

South,  or  Henley   Hermon-Hodge,  R.  T. 

RuTLANir  (1)   Finch,  G.  H. 
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Shropshirb  (4) 

Mid,  or  Wellington   

North,  or  Newport 

South,  or  Ludlow  

Westi  or  Oswestry  

Somersetshire  (7) 
Bridgwater. . . 

East   

Frome   

North   

South   

Wells     

West,  or  Wellington   

Stafforshirk  (7) 
Burton 

Handsworth         ...  "... 

Kiiigswinf ord 

Jjcek 

Lichfield  

North-AVest   

West   

Suffolk  (5) 

North-East,  or  Eye 
North,  or  Ijowestoft 
North- West,  or  Stowmarket 
South-East,  or  Woodbridge 
South,  or  Sudbury   

Surrey  (6) 

Kingston  

Mid,  or  Kpsom   

North  East,  or  Wimbledon 
North- West,  or  Chertsey  ... 
South-East,  or  Reigate 
South-West,  or  Guildford 

SUS-SEX  (6) 

Eafit,  or  Rye   

Mid,  or  I^wes 

North,  or  East  Grinstead  

North- West,  or  Horsham  ... 
South,  or  Eastbourne 
South- West,  or  Chichester 

Warwickshire  (4) 

North-East,  or  Nuneaton  ... 
North,  or  Tamworth 
South-East,  or  Rugby 
South- West,  or  Stratford-on-Avon 

Westmoreland  (2) 

North,  or  Appleby   

South,  or  Kendal  

Wiltshire  (5)  * 
East,  or  Devizes  ... 
North,  or  Gricklade 
North- West,  or  Chippenham 

South,  or  Wilton  

West,  or  Westbuiy 


...  Brown,  A.  H. 

...  Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  W. 

. . .  More,  R.  J. 

...  Leighton,  Stanley. 

...  Stanley,  E.  J. 

...  Hobhouse,  Henry. 

...  Barlow,  J.  E. 

...  Llewellyn,  Evan  H. 

...  Strachey,  E. 

...  Dickinson,  Robert  E. 

. . .  Acland-Hood,  Gapt.  Sir  A.  F. 


.  Evershed,  Sydney. 

...  Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.,  Bt. 

...  Hill,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Staveley. 

...  Bill,  Charles. 

...  Warner,  T.  Courtenay  T. 

...  Heath,  James. 

...  Henderaon,  Alexander. 

...  Stevenson,  F.  S. 

...  Foster,  H.  Seymour. 

...  Malcolm,  Ian. 

...  Pretyman,  Gapt.  E.  G. 

...  Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert,  Bart. 

...  Skewes-Cox,  T. 

...  Keswick,  W. 

...  Bonsor,  H.  G.  O. 

...  Leigh-Bennett,  H.  C. 

...  Oubitt,  Hon.  Henry. 

...  Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John. 


...   Brooikfield,  A.  M. 
...    Fletcher,  Sir  Hy.,  Bt. 

...    Goschen,  G.  J.,  jun. 
...  ,  Johnstone,  J.  H. 
...    Field,  Admiral  E. 
...    Talbot,  Lord  EdwarcL 


Newdigate,  F.  A. 
Muntz,  P.  A. 
Veniey,  Hon.  R.  G. 
Milward,  Col.  Victor. 


...  Savory,  Sir  Joseph,  Bt. 

...  Bagot,  Gapt.  J.  F. 

...  Goulding,  E.  A. 

...  Fitzmaurice,  Lord  E.  G.  Petty- 

...  Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  J.  P.,  Bt 

. . .  Folkestone,  Viscount. 

...  Chaloner,  Capt.  R  G.  W. 
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Worcestershire  (5) 

East   

Mid,  or  Droitwioh... 

North   

South,  orEveaham... 
West,  or  Bewdley  ... 

Yorkshire,  East  Biding  (3) 
Buckr(^  ... 

HoldemesB...   

Howdenshire 

Yorkshire,  North  Riding  (4) 

Cleveland  ... 
Richmond  ... 

Thirak  and  Midton  

Whitb-y   

Yorkshire,  West  Biding  (N.)  (5) 

Elland   

Keighley   

Shipley   

Skipton   

Sowerby 

Yorkshire,  West  Biding  (S.)  (8) 
Barnsley  ... 

Colne  Valley   

Doncaster  

Hallamshire 
Holmfirth  ... 

Morley   

Normanton 
Botherham... 

Yorkshire,  West  Biding  (E.)  (6) 
Barkston  Ash 
Osgoldcrosa 

Otley   

Pudsey 

Ripon  ...   

Spen  Valley   


CONSTITUENCIES. 


...  Chamberlain,  J.  Austen. 

...  Martin,  B.  Biddulph. 

...  Wilson,  J.  W. 

...  Long,  Col.  C.  Wigram. 

...  Baldwin,  Alfred. 


Holden,  Sir  Angus,  Bt. 
Bethell,  Commander  6.  B. 
Wilson-Todd.  W.  H. 


...  Pease,  A.  E. 

...  Button,  John. 

...  Lawson,  J.  Grant. 

...  Beckett,  K  W. 

...  Trevelyan,  U  P. 

...  Brigg,  John. 

...  Flannery,  Sir  J.  Fortescue. 

...  Morrison,  Walter. 

...  MeUor,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  W. 


...  Walton,  Joseph. 

...  Kitson,  Sir  J.  B.,  Bt. 

...  Fi8on,F.  W. 

...  Mappin,  SirF.  T..  Bt. 

...  Wilson,  H.  J. 

...  Button,  A.  E. 

...  Pickard,  B. 

...  Holland,  H.  W. 


Gunter,  Col.  B. 
Austin,  Sir  John,  Bt. 
AVyvill,  M.  D'Arcy. 
Priestley,  Briggs. 
Wharton,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyi 
Whittaker,  T.  P. 


ENGLAND— METROPOLITAN  BOROUGHS  (62  Members). 


Battersea  and  Clapham  (2) 

Battersea  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Bums,  J ohn. 

Clapham    ...      Thornton,  Percy  M. 

Bkhinal  Gbekn  (2) 

North-East...       ...    ...  Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 

South- West    Pickers^,  E.  H. 

CaUberwell  (3) 

Dulwich    Maple,  Sir  J.  Mun^lL 

North    Dalbiac,  Major  P.  H. 

Peokham   Banbury,  F.  G. 

Chei^EA  (1)    Whitmore,  C.  A. 
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Croydon  (1)   

Deptpord  (1)  

FiNSBt'RY  (3) 

Central  ...  ...   

East   -  ... 

Holborn   

FULHAM  (1)   

Greenwich  (1)  

Hackney  (Z) 
Gentnu 

North   

South   

Hammersmith  (1)   

Hampstead  (1)  

lsungton  (4) 

Eaat   

North   

South   

West   

Kensington  (2) 

North   

South   

Lambkth  (4) 
Brixton 
Kennington 

North   

Norwood  ... 

Lrwisham  (1)  

London,  City  (2)   

Marylebone  (3) 

East  

West   

Newington  (2) 

Walworth  

West   

Paddington  <2) 

North   

South   

St.  George's,  Hanover  Square  (1)  ... 

St.  Pancras  (4) 

East   

North   

South   

West   

Shoreditch  (2) 
Haggerston 

Hoxt<Mi   


riTUENCIES.  xlvu 
...    Ritchie,  Rt  Hon.  C.  T. 
...    Morton,  A.  H.  A. 


...  Massey-Mainwaring,  Hon.  W,  F.  B. 

...  Richards,  H.  C. 

...  Hall,  Rt  Hon.  Sir  Charles. 

...  Fi.4jer,  W.  Hayes 

...  Cuoil,  Lord  Hugh. 


...  Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  R. 

...  Bousfield,  W.  R. 

...  Robertson,  Herbert 

...  Goldsworthy,  Major-Gen.  W.  T. 

...  Hoare,  E.  Brodie. 


...  Cohen,  B.  L. 

...  Bartley,  G.  C.  T. 

...  RoUit,  Sir  A.  K. 

...  Lough,  Thomas. 


Sharpe,  W.  E.  T. 
Percy,  Earl. 


...  Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn. 

...  Cook,  F.  L. 

. . .  Stanley,  Sir  Henry  M. 

...  Tritton,  C.  E. 

...    Fenn,  John 

f  Hanson,  Sir  Reginald,  Bt. 
•  "tGibbB,  Hon.  A.  G.  H. 


...  Boulnois,  Edmund 
...    Scott,  Sir  S.  E.,  Bt. 


...    Bailey,  Jas. 

...   Norton,  Capt.  C.  W. 


...    Aird,  John. 

...    Faniell,  Sir  T.  G. 

...    Goschen,  Rt.  Hon.  G.  J. 


...  Wrighton,  Thos. 

...  Moon,  E.  R.  P. 

...  Jessel,  Capt.  H.  M. 

...  Grah^  H.  R. 


. . .  Fiowles,  John. 
...    Stuart,  Jas. 
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SOUTHWARK  (3) 

Bermondaey    Lafone,  Alfred.. 

Rotherhithe    Macdona,  J.  Cumming. 

West    Ganston,  R.  K. 

Strand  (1)    Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D. 

Tower  Hamlets  (7) 

Bow  and  firomley  ...       ...       ...       ...  Guthrie,  AV,  M. 

Limehouse ...    ...       ...  Samuel,  Harry  S. 

Mile  End   ...       ...       ...    Charrington,  Spencer. 

Poplar  •   Buxton,  Sydney  C. 

St.  George's    Marks,  Harrv  H. 

Stepney    Steadman,  W.  C. 

Whitechapel    Montagu,  Sir  Samuel,  Bt. 

Wandsworth  (1)    Kimber,  Hy. 

Wrst  Ham  (2) 

North       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Gray,  Ernest. 

South       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Banes,  Major  G.  E. 

Westminster  (1)    Burdett-Coutts,  W.  Ashmead  B. 

Woolwich  (1)   Hughes,  Col.  Edwin. 


ENOLAND-PBOVINOIAL  CITIES  AND  BOROUGHS  (164  Members). 


Ashton-under-Lyne  (1)    Whiteley,  H. 

Aston  Manor  (1)   Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.  Grice- 

Barrow-in-Fuknbss  (I)  Cayzer,  Sir  C.  W. 

Bath,  City  (2) ... 

Bedford  (1) 

Birkenhead  (1) 

Birmingham,  City  (7) 
Bordesley  ... 
Central 
East 

Edgbaston  ... 
North 
South 
West 

Bl^ACKBURN  (2)  ... 

Bolton  (2) 

Boston  (1) 

Bradford,  City  (3) 
Central 

East 
West 

Brighton  (2)  ... 


Murray,  Col.  C.  Wyndhun. 
  Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hon.  E  R 

  Pym.  C.  Guy. 

  Lees,  Sir  Elliott,  Bt. 

  CoUings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse. 

  Parkes,  Ebenezer. 

  Stone,  Sir  J.  Benjamin. 

  Lowe,  F.  W. 

  Middlemore,  J.  T. 

  Williams,  J.  Powell-. 

  Chamberlain,  Rt.  Hon.  Joseph. 

/Hornby,  Sir  W.  H.,  Bt. 
 \Coddington,  Sir  W.,  Bt. 

(  Cross,  H.  S. 
 .^Harwood,  G. 

  Garfit,  W. 

...       ...    Wanklyn,  J.  L. 

Greville,  Capt.  Hon,  R  H.  Fulke. 
  Flower,  Ernest. 

/Loder,  Gerald  W.  K 
 \  Went  worth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon-^ 
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Bristol,  City  (4) 

Eart   

North   

South   

West   

BURNLE7  (1)   

BiniY  (1)   

BtJRY  St.  Edmunds  (1) 

c.uibridoe  (1)  

Canterbury,  City  (1)  

Cakusle,  City  (1)   

Chatham  (1)  

cueltbkhau  (1)   

Chester,  City(1)   

CHRl!m;HURCH  (1)   

Colchester  (l)   

Ga'entry  (1)  

Dakungton  (1)   

Derby  (2)   

Devonport  (2)  

Dkwsburv  (1)  

Dover  (1)   

Dudley  (1)   

1>L  RHAM,  City  (1)   

Exeter,  City  (1)   

Gateshead  (1)  

Gloucester,  City  (I)  

Grantham  (1)  

Gravesend  (1)  

Grimsby,  Great  (1)  

HAurAx  (2)   

Hanley  (1)   

Hartlepool  (1)   

Hahtinos  (1)   

Hereford,  City  (1)   

huddersfield  (1)   
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...  Wills,  Sir  W.  H..  Bt. 

...  Frv,  I^wis. 

...  Hill,  Sir  E.  Stock. 

...  Beach,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  H. 

...    Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 

...  Kenyon,  Jas. 

...  Chelsea,  Visct. 

...  FitzGerald,  Sir  R.  Penrose-,  Bt. 

...  Heaton,  J.  Henniker. 

...  Gully,  Kt.  Hon.  W.  C.  (Spe.\ker). 

...  Davies,  Sir  Horatio  D. 

...  Russell,  Gea  F.  S. 

...  Yerburgh,  R.  A. 

...  Smith,  Abel  H. 

...  Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D.,  Bt. 

.;.  Murniy.  C.  J. 

...  Pease,  Herbt.  P. 

^Bemni.'^e,  Sir  H.  H. 
*"  \Drago,  Geoffrey. 

/Koarley,  H.  E. 
■■■  \Morton,  K  J.  C. 

...  Oldroyd,  Mark. 

...  AVyndham,  George. 

...  Robinson,  Bnwke. 

...  FJIiot,  Hon.  Arthur  R.  D. 

...  Vincent,  Sir  IvJgar 

...  Allan,  William. 

...  Monk,  C.  J. 

...  Lopes,  H.  Y.  BuIIer. 

...  Ryder,  J.  H.  Dudley. 

...  Doughty,  6. 

(Arnold,  Alfred. 
"•  \Bill8on,  Alfred. 

...  WoodaU,  William. 

...  Richardson,  Sir  T. 

...  Lucas-Shad  well,  W.  . 

...  Cooke,  C.  W  RadcUffi:. 

...  Woodhouse  SirJ.  T. 
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Hull,  City  (3) 
Central 

East   

West   

Hythe  (1)   

Ipswich  (2)   

Kidderminster  (1)   

Leeds,  Gmr  (5) 
Central 

East   

North   

South  

West   

Leicester  (2)  

Lincoln,  City  (1)   

LiVERPOOi,  City  (9) 

Abercromby   

East  Toxteth   

Everton   

Exchaaee  

Kirkdafe   

Scotland   

Walton   

West  Derby 

West  Toxteth   

Lynn  Regis  (I)   

Maidstone  (1)  

Manchksteb,  City  (6) 

East   

North   

North-East  

North-AVest   

South   

South- West 

Middlesbrough  (1)   

Monmouth  District  (1) 

MorpbthO)   

Newcastle-undbr-Lyme  (1)  ... 

Newcastle-upon-Tyse,  City  (2) 

Northampton  (2)   

Norwich,  City  (2)   


CONSTITUENCIES. 


. . .    Kin^  Sir  H.  Seymour. 
...    Firbank,  J.T. 
...    Wa8on,C.  H. 

...   Saasoon,  Sir  Edward,  Bt* 

jGoddaitl,  D.  F. 
*"  \DalrympIe,  Sir  Chas.,  Bt. 

...   Grodson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 


...  Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  6.  W. 

...  Leuty,  T.  K. 

...  JackacHi,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  L. 

. . .  Walton,  John  Lawson 

...   Gladsttme,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  X 

/Broadhurst,  Heniy. 

-  \Ha2ell,  Walter. 

...  Seely,C.H. 


...  Lawrence,  W.  F. 

...  Warr.A.F. 

...  Waoox.ffirJ.A. 

...  M*ATthur,  Charles. 

...  Maclver,  David. 

...  O'Connor,  T,  P. 

...  Stock,  J.  H. 

...  Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  H. 

...  Houston,  R.  P. 

. . .   Bowles,  T.  Gibson. 

...    Comwallis,  F.  S.  Wykeham. 

...  Balfour,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  J. 

...  Schwann,  C.  E. 

...  Fergusson,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.,  Bt. 

...  Houldsworth,  Sir  W.  H.,  Bt. 

...  Lome,  Rt.  Hon.  Marquess  of. 

...  GaUoway,  W.  J. 

...    Wilson,  J.  Havelock. 

...    Spicer,  Albert. 

...    Burt,  Thomas. 

...    Allen,  Wm. 

/Hamond,  Sir  C.  F. 
\Crudda8,  AV.  D. 

/ Labouchere,  Henry. 
■  ■  (Drucker,  (l.  C.  A. 

^Hoare,  Sir  Samuel,  Bt 
"■  \BuUard,  Sir  Hju  r\-. 
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Nottingham,  City 

Eaat   

South   

West   

Oldhah  (2)   

Oxford,  Cnr  (1)   

PBNRYN  and  F4LM0UTH  (1)  ... 

Plymovth  (2)  

pontkfract  (1)  

PomSHOVTH  (2)   

PRKSTON  (2)   

Heading  (U   

ItoCHDALB(l)  

HocHBSTER,  Cnr  (1)  

Sr.  Helens  (1)  

£alford  (3) 

North   

South   

Weit   

Sausburv,  City  (1)  

fkrARSOROVGH  (1)   

Sheffield,  City  (5) 

Atterciiffe  

Brightside  

Central   

Ecclenll   

Hallam   

SlTREWSBURY  (1)   

Sr)CTHAlfPTON  (2)   

iiotTH  Shields  (1)   

Stafford  (1)  

Stalybridge  (1) 

Stockport  (2)  

Stockton  (I)  

Stokb-upon-Trent  (1)  

Sunderland  (2) 
d  2 


Bond,  Edward. 
Bentinck,  Dord  H. 
Yoxall,  J,  H. 

/Emmott,  Alfred. 
\Bunciman,  Walter. 

Yalcntia,  Viscount 

Homiman,  F.  iT 

/Clarke,  Sir  Edward" 
\Mendl,  Sigismund  F. 

Nussey,  T.  Willans. 

fBaker,  Sir  John. 
tClough,  W.  0. 

/Hanburv,  Rt  Hon.  R.  W, 
\Toralin8on,  W.  E.  M. 

Palmer,  G.  W. 

Royds.  C.  M. 

Cranbom^  Viscount. 

Seton-Karr,  Henry. 

Platt-Higgins,  F, 
Howarth,  Sir  H.  H. 
Knowles,  Lees. 

Allhusen,  A.  H.  R 

Rickett^  J.  Compton. 

Langley,  Batty. 
Madaison,  F. 

Vincent,  CoL  Sir  C.  £.  Howard. 
Ashmead-Bartlett,  Sir  Ellis. 
Wortley,  Rt  Hon.  C.  R  Stuart-- 

Greene,  H.  D. 

(Simeon,  Sir  J.  S.  Banington,  Bt. 
\  Evans,  Sir  Francis  H 

Robson,  W.  S. 

Shaw,  C.  E. 

Sidebottoai,  T.  H. 

f  Whiteley,  George, 
nielville,  B.  V. 

Samuel,  Jonathan. 

CoghSll,  D.  H. 

/DoxfonJ,  Sir  T. 
\Gour]ey,  Sir  E.  T. 
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Taunton  (1)   

...    Welby,  Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  E. 

Tynemouth  (1)  

...    Donkin,  R  S. 

Wakefield,  City  (1)  

...    Milton,  Viscount. 

Walsall  (1)   

...    Gedge,  Sydney 

Wakrixgton  (1)   

...    Pierpoint,  Eobert. 

Wakwick  and  Leamington  (1) 

...    Lyttolton,  Hon.  Alfml 

Wkdnembury  ^1) 

TIT 

...    Green  W.  V. 

West  Bro&iwich  (1)  ... 

•■•    Spencer,  J.  Ernest. 

Whitehaven  (1)   

. . .    Holder,  Augustus. 

WiGAN  (1)   

. . .    Powell,  Sir  F.  S.,  Bt. 

Winchester,  City  (1)  

...    Myers,  W. 

Windsor  (1)   

...   Barry,  SirF.  T.,  Bt. 

Wolverhampton  (3) 

Fowier  Rt  Hon  Sir  \{  H 

Sonth  ...   

Gibbons,  J.  L. 

West   

...    Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 

Worcester,  City  (1)  

...    AIlsopp,  Hon.  G.  H. 

Yarmouth,  Great  (1)   

. . .    Colomb,  Sir  John. 

York.  City  (2)   

/Butcher,  J.  G. 

WALES-COUNTIES  (19  Members). 


Anglesey  (1)  Griffiths,  Ellis  J. 

Bkbuknockshirk  (1)   Morloy,  Charles. 

CAitiudANSHiRE  (1)   Davies,  M.  Vaughan. 

CARM.ViTHESSHIRE  ('-') 

Carnarvonkhire  (2) 
North  or  Arfon 
Kviuth  or  Eifioii 

Denbiuhsuire  (2) 
F^«t 

Wes: 

Flint.shire (1)  ... 
gl.vm0ri5.vnshire  {')) 

Mid  

Ivhotidda  ... 
South 

West,  or  Gowcr 
Merionktushire  (1) 


Tliomas,  Abel. 
Morgan,  J.  Uoyd. 

Jones,  William. 
Itobcits,  J.  Bryn 

Mosa,  Samuel. 
Koberts,  J.  H. 

Smith,  Samuel. 

Thomas,  Alfred. 
Evans,  S.  T. 
Abraham,  William, 
Wyndbam-Quin,  Major  W.  H.. 
Kandell,  David. 

Edwards,  O.  M. 
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Montgomeryshire  (1)  Humphreys-Owen,  A.  C. 

Pembrokeshire  (1)   Philipps,  J.  Wynford, 

Radnorshire  (1)   ililbank,  Sir  P.  C.  J.,  Bt. 


WALES-BOBOUOHS  (11  Members). 

Cardiff  District  (1)   Maclean,  J.  M, 

Carmarthen  District  (1)    Jenkins,  Sir  J.  J. 

Carnarvon  District  (1)    Lloyd-George,  David. 

Denbkjh  District  (1)   Howell,  W.  T. 

Flint  District  (1)    Lewis,  J.  H. 

Mehthvr  Ttovil  (2)  {J*^;  ^."^prft^hard. 

MaNT(K)MERY  DISTRICT  (1)   PryceJones,  Lieut. -Col.  Eu 

Pejibroke  and  Havbrfordwest  District  (1)   Laurie,  Lieut.-Col.  J.  W. 

Swansea  (2)  - 

District      ...       ^  Jones,  D.  Brynmor. 

Town   Llewelyn,  Sir  J.  T.  Dillwyn,  Bt. 


SCOTLAND— OOUMTXJEB  (39  Members). 


Aberdeenshire  (2) 

East   

...    Buchanan,  T.  R. 

AVest   

...    Farquharson,  Dr.  B. 

Argyllshire  (1)   

...   Nicol,  Donald  N. 

Ayrshire  (2) 

North   

...    Cochrane,  Hon.  T.  H. 

South   

...    Arrol,  Sir  William. 

Banffshire  (1)  

...    Wedderbum,  Sir  W.,  Bt 

Berwickshire  (1)   

...    Tennant,  H.  J. 

Bi-teshirk  (1)  

...    Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Graham. 

Caithness-shire  (1)  

...   Clark,  Dr.  G.R 

Cl^CKMANNAN  AND  KINROSS  (1) 

...    Wason,  Eugene. 

DU3IBART0NSHIRS  (1)  

...   Wylie,  Alexander. 

Dumfriesshire  (1)   

...    Souttar,  Robinson. 

Edinburgh  (Midlothian)  (1) 

Cannichael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gil>aon. 

Elgin  and  Nairn  (1)  

...    Gordon,  Hon.  J.  E. 

FlFBSHIRE  (3) 

East  

...   Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  H.  H. 

West   

...    Birrell,  Augustine. 

Forfarshire  (1)   - 

...    Sinclair,  Capt.  J. 
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Haddinctosshire  (1)  

  Haldane,  R.  B. 

Inverness-shire  (1)   

  Baillie,  J.  E.  B. 

A.INCARDINE5HIRE  i.. 

Pi-nmliia     T  TXT 

...        ...     LirouiDie,  c>.  tV . 

Kirkcudbrightshire  (1) 

  Stewart,  Sir  Mark  J.  McT.,  Bt. 

Lanarkshire  (6) 

Govan   

  Wilson,  JohiL 

Mid   

  Caldwell,  J. 

iNortn-rjast . .. 

...    i^oi^  Hie,  J. 

North-West   

  Douglas,  C.  M. 

Particle   

...    Smith,  J.  Parker. 

South   

...    Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  C. 

Linlithgowshire  (1)  ... 

Ure,  Alex. 

Orkney  and  ShetIiAnd  (1)  ... 

Liyell,  oir  l^oonaro,  Dt. 

Peebles  and  Selkirk  (1)  ... 

  Thorbum,  Sir  Walter. 

Perthshire  (2) 

East   

  Kinloch,  Sir  J.  G.  S.,  Bt. 

West   

  Cunie,  Sir  Donald. 

Eenfre^vshire  (2) 

East   

  Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H. 

West 

...   lienshaw,  C.  B 

Boss  AND  Cromarty  (1) 

  Weir,  J.  G. 

Roxburghshire  (1) 

  Dalkeith,  Earl  of. 

STfiii.T\cisHnnc 

...       ...    !^IcKillop,  J. 

Sutherlandshire  (1)  

...    ilcLeod,  John. 

Wigtonsuire  (I)   

  Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  II.  E.,  Bt. 

SCOTLAND— OrriES  AND  BURGHS  (31  Members). 


Aberdeen,  City  (2) 

North   

South 

Ayr  District  (1) 

Dumfries  District  (1) 

Dundee  (2)   

Edinburgh,  City  (4) 

Central   

East   

South   

West   

Elgin  District  (1)  ... 

Falkirk  District  (1)... 


...    Pirie,  D.  V. 

...    Bryce,  Kt.  Hon.  Janics. 

...    Orr-Ewing,  C.  L. 

...    Eeid,  Sir  K.  T. 

f  Robertson,  Edmund. 
■"  \Leng,  Sir  John. 

. . .  McEwan,  William. 

...  Mc&ae,  George. 

...  Dewar,  Arthur. 

...  Mclver,  Sir  liowis,  Bt. 

. . .    Asher,  Alexander. 

...    Wilson,  John. 

Digitized  by  Google 


LIST  OF  CONSTITUENCIES,  Iv 

Glasgow,  City  (7)   

Blackfriars  and  Hutchesontown   Frorand,  A.  D. 

Bridgeton   GameroD,  Kir  Chas.,  Bt. 

Camhchie   Gross,  Alexander.  • 

Central    Baird,  J.  G.  A. 

College      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M. 

St.  RoUox   Begg,  J.  Faithfull. 

Tradeston   Corbett,  A.  Cameron. 

Greenock  (1)   Sutherland,  Sir  T. 

Hawick  IhaTRiCT  (1)   Shaw,  Thomas. 

Inverness  District  (1)    Finlay,  Sir  K.  B. 

KiUfARNOCK  DisTKiLT  (1)    Denny,  Col.  J.  McA. 

Kirkcaldy  District  (1)    Dalziel,  J.  H. 

Leitii  District  (1)    Ferguson,  R.  C.  Munro. 

Montrose  District  <  1 )    Morley,  Kt.  Hon.  J. 

Paisley  (1)    Dunn,  Sir  Wm.,  Bt. 

Perth  City  (1)    Wallace,  Robert. 

St.  Andrew's  District  (1)   Anstmther,  H.  T. 

Stirung  District  (1)   Carapbell-Bannennan,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  H. 

Wick  District  (1)    Hedderwick,  T.  C.  H. 


ntELANB— OOXTNTDSS  (85  Members). 


Antrim  (4) 

East    McCalmont,  Col.  J. 

Mid   O'Neill,  Hon.  R.  T. 

North    Moore,  William. 

South    Macartney,  W.  6.  R, 

Akmarh  County  (3) 

Mid    

North    Saunderson,  Col.  Rt.  Hon.  E.  J 

South    McHugfa,  Kdwurd. 

C.ARLow  County  (1)  ,.  Hammond,  John 

Cavan  (2) 

East    Young,  >>amueL 

AVest    Farrell,  J.  1'. 

Clare  (2) 

East    Redmond,  W.  H.  K. 

West    Jameson,  Major  J.  E. 

Cork,  County  (7) 

East    Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C. 

Mid   Tanner,  Dr.  C.  K.  D. 

N«rth    Flynn,  J.  C. 

North-East   Abraham,  Wm. 

South    Barry,  Edward. 

South-East    Gommins,  A. 

West    Gilhooly,  J. 


Digitized  by 


Ivi  LIST  OF  CONSTITUENC'iES. 

Donegal  (4) 

East    O'Connor,  Arthur. 

North    Curran.  T.  B. 

youth   MacNeill,  J.  G.  Swift. 

^Veat    Sullivan,  T.  D. 

Down  (4) 

East    Eentoul,  J.  A. 

North    Blakiston-Houston,  J. 

South    M'Cartaii,  Michael 

^Vest    Hill,  Captain  Arthur. 

DiBUN,  County  (2) 

North   Clancy,  J.  J. 

South   Plunkett,  Et.  Hon.  H.  C. 

Fermanagh  (2) 

North   ArehdalcRM. 

*^utt   Jordan,  tferemiah. 

Galway,  County  (4) 

Connemars...    CMaliey,  William. 

East    Roche,  John. 

North    Kilbride.  Denis. 

South   Sheehy,  David. 

Kerry  (4) 

East    Rocbe,  Hon.  J.  B.  Burke. 

/     North    Flavin,  M.  J. 

South    Farroll,  T.  J. 

West    Esmonds,  Sir  T.  H.  G.,  Bt. 

KiLDARB  (2) 

North   Engledew,  C.  J. 

South   Minch,  Matthew  J. 

Kilkenny  County  (3) 

North   M'Dermott,  Patrick. 

 Morris,  Samuel. 

King's  County  (2) 

Birr   MoUoy,  B.  C. 

Tullamore  Fox,  Dr.  J.  F. 

Leitrim  (2) 

North   M'Hugh,  Patrick  A. 

oouth   Tnlly,  Jasper. 

Limerick,  County  (2) 

East   Finucane,  John. 

"  est   Austin,  Michael. 

Londonderry,  Count\*  (2) 

^^^^   Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John. 

 Lea,  Sir  Thomas,  Bt. 

Longford,  County  (2) 

 McCarthy,  Justin. 

Soutli   Blake,  Edward. 

Louth  (2) 

 Healy.T.M. 

 M'Ghee,  Richard. 

Digitized  by 


LIST  OF  rOXSTITUENCIES. 


Ivii 


Mayo  (4) 



North 

South   

West   

Mkath  (2) 

North   

South   

MONAOHAN  (2) 

North 

South   

Queen's  County  (2) 

Leix  

OsBOry 

ROSCOXHON  (2) 

North   

South   

Sugg,  County  (2) 

North   

South   

TiPPERARY  (4) 

£B8t   

Mid  

North   

South       ...  ... 

Tyrone  (4) 

East   

Mid  

North   

South   

Waterford,  County  (2) 

East   

West   

Webtmeath  (2) 

North   

South   

Wexford  (2) 

North 
South 

WiCKLOW  (2) 

East   

West   


Billon,  John. 
Crilly,  Daniel. 
Davitt,  Michael. 
Ambrose,  Bobert. 

Gibnor,  James. 
Famell,  John  H. 

Macaleese,  Daniel. 
Daly,  Jas. 

MacDonnell,  Dr.  M.  A. 
Crean,  Eugene. 

OlCelly,  Jas. 
Hayden,  J.  F. 

Collery,  Bemurd. 
Curran,  Thomas. 

Condon,  T.  J. 
Hogaii,  J.  F. 
O'Brien,  P.  J. 
Mandeville,  Francis. 

Doogan,  P.  C. 
Mumaghan,  George. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  H. 
RusseU,  T.  W. 

Power,  P.  J. 
Shee,  J.  J. 


Tuite,  James. 
Sullivan  Donal. 


Healy,  Thos.  J 
Ffrench,  Peter. 

Corbet,  W.  J. 
O'Connor,  James. 


ZBELAN&-OITIES  AND  BOBOUOHS  (16  Members) 


Belfast,  City  (4) 
East 
North 
South 
West 

Cork,  City  (2)... 


Wolff,  G.  W. 
Haslett.  Sir  Jas.  H. 
Johnston,  Wm. 
Amold-Forater,  H.  0. 

^  O'Brien,  J.  F.  X. 
\  Healy,  Maurice. 


Digitized  by 


Ivui  LIST 

Dublin,  City  (4) 
College  Green 

Dublin  Harbour  

St.  Patrick's 

St.  Stephen's  Green 

Galway,  Town  (1)   

Kilkenny  (1)  

LiM£KicK,  City  (1)   

LONDONDBRRY,  CiTY  (1) 

Nbw'ry  (1)   

Waterfokd  (1)   


OF  CONSTITUENCIES. 

...  Carew,  J.  L. 

...  Harrington,  T. 

  Field,  William. 

  Campbell,  J.  H.  M 

...  Pinkerton,  John. 

  O'Brien,  Patrick. 

  0*Keefe,  F.  A. 

  Moore,  A.  J, 

  Carvill,  P.  G.  H. 

  Kcdmond,  J.  £. 


UNIVERSITIES  (9  Members). 

England  : — 

C.mbridg.Umver»ity(2)  {  ^tl'l,  Kt^Hon.  Sir  J.  E. 

London  University  (1)    

Orford  University  (2)   {  A-n.  Sir  W^E .  ^n. 

Scotland  : — 

EdinburghandSt.  Andrews Universities(i)  Priestley,  Sir  W.  0. 
Glasgow  and  Aberdeen  Universities  (1) . . .    Campbell,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  A. 

Ireland 

Dublin  Umve^.,  (2)   {  S^^'^' wl  H. 

SUMMARY. 

No.  of 

England  Memlwrs. 

Counties  :i34 

Metropolitan  Boroughs...        ...        ...       ...        ...        ...        ...  62 

Pronncial  Cities  and  Boroughs         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  164 

Wales 

Counties...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  19 

Boroughs      11 

  30- 

Scotland 

Counties   ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  39 

Cities  and  Burghs    31 

  70 

Ireland 

Counties ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  8.") 

■  Cides  and  Boroughs    16 

  101 

Universities 

England   ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  5 


460 


Scotland   ...    ...       ...       ...  2 

Ireland   ...    ...       ...       ...       ...  2 


Total  number  of  Members      670> 


Digitized  by 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS 

TO 

VOLUME  LXXVIII. 


FIRST  VOLUME  OF  SESSION  1900. 


LOKDS:  TUESDAY,  30th  JANUARY  1900. 

THE  SENTCXTH  SESSION  of  the  FOURTEENTH  PARLIAMENT  ok  HER 
MAJl-iiTV  THE  QUEEN,  and  the  TWENTY-SIXTH  PARLIAMENT  of 
the  UNITED  KINGDOM  of  GltEAT  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  was 
opened  by  Cummission. 
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GracioU!4  Siwecli  from  the  Throne." — {The  Ihike  o/Soineraef.) 

Discussion  :— 

Th'  Em-}  of  Shofteshnrij...       9      Tlie  Earl  of  Rmhenj    34 
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On  Question,  "That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  in 
reply  to  her  gracious  speech,"  agreed  to,  ncmine  dissentients,  and  same 
ordered  to  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords  with  White 
Staves. 
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May,  1899)    49 

South  Africa — Further  correspondence  relating  to  Afiairs  in  South  Africa  (in 

continuation  of  [C.-9530],  October,  1899)   49 

Waoes  and  Effects  of  Deceased  Seamen — Account  of  the  sums  received 
and  paid  in  respect  of  the  wages  and  eflccts  of  deceased  seamen  in  the  year 
ended  31st  March,  1899    49 

Metropoutan  Water  Supply  (ItoYAi,  Commission)— Minutes  of  Evidence 
taken  before  Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  the  water  supply  within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies.    Volume  L    —    49 

Trade  Rf,ports,  1900  (Annual  Series)— No.  2375.  Prussia  (Finances, 
1897-1900).  No.  2375.  Italy  (Southern  Italy).  Presented  [by  Com- 
mand], and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table      ...    49 
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Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877. — I.  Statute  made 
by  the  Governing  Body  of  Pembroke  Coliege,  Oxford,  on  3rd  March,  1899, 
amending  Clause  9  of  Statute  II.  and  Clause  3  of  Statute  VIII.  of  the 
Statutes  of  that  College.  II.  Statute  made  by  the  Grovoming  Body  of 
"Worcester  College,  O^ord,  at  a  meeting  held  on  the  32nd  of  February, 
1899*  and  continued  by  adjournment  the  8th  March,  1899,  amending 
Statute  III.,  10  of  the  Statutes  of  that  College.  IIL  Statute  made  by  the 
Gmeming  Body  of  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  the  15th  March,  1899, 
altering  Statutes  III.  and  XVI.  of  the  Statutes  of  that  College.  Laid 
before  the  House  [pursuant  to  Act],  and  to  be  printed    ...  49 

GOLLBGE  Charter  Act,  1871 — Application  received  from  Mason  University 
College,  of  the  City  of  Birmingham,  for  the  establishment  of  a  university 
at  that  dty,  which  was  submitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council  and  referred  by 
'Uor  Majesty  for  the  cotunderation  and  report  of  a  Committee  of  Her 
Majesty's  Flivy  Council,  14th  July,  1899;  together  with  a  cq>yof  the 
draft  the  charter  applied  for.  Laid  before  tne  House  [pursuant  to  Act], 
and  to  be  printed.   (Na  2.)   50 

Technical  Instruction  Acts — Minutes  of  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be  taught  under  Clause  8  of  the  Act  of  1889 
for  counties  of — I.  Dorset  (second  minute).  II.  East  Suifolk  (sixth 
minute).  III.  N<ffffl^  (eighth  minute).  IV.  Yorks,  North  Itiding 
(seventh  minute).  V,  Berks  (foiulih  minute).  VI.  Sussex  (Western 
Division)  (third  minute).  VIL  Oxford  (fifth  minute).  VIU.  Devon 
(seventh  mmate)    50 

Lunacy — Report  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  visits  made,  patients  seen,  and 
miles  travelled  by  visitors  of  lunatics,  between  1st  April,  18^,  and 
30th  September,  1899    50 

County  Courts  Act,  1888— Order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  dated  15th 
December,  1899,  under  Section  45  of  the  Act,  ordering  that  William 
Henry  Wbitelock,  Registrar  of  the  County  Court  of  Warwickshire  holden 
at  Birmin^am,  shall  not  practise  as  a  solicitor,  and  that  Section  20  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879,  shall  not  ^){dy  to  the 
office  of  the  said  Mr.  William  Henry  Whitelock    .,.       ,„       ^       ^,  51 

India  (Loans  rahed  in  India) — Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  India  under  the 
provisions  of  any  Acts  of  Parliament  chargeable  on  the  revenues  of  India 
outstanding  at  the  commencement  of  the  half-yeu*  ended  on  the  30th 
September,  1899,  witit  the  rates  of  interest  md  totol  amount  payable 
thereon,  &&   51 

Kamsgate  Harbour — Statement  of  the  receipts  and  payments  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1899,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  receipt  and  issue  of  stores   51 

*Seamex's  Savings  Banks,  Money  Orders,  and  Transmission  of  Wages— 
Account  of  all  deposits  received  and  repaid  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under 
the  authority  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act,  1894,  during  the  year  ended 
20th  November,  1898,  and  of  the  intn-est  thereon ;  statement  showing  the 
nimilwr  and  amount  of  seamen's  money  orders  issued  and  paid,  at  ports 
in  the  United  Kingdom  and  at  ports  abroad,  from  1855  to  31st  Muvh, 
1890 ;  also,  statement  showing  the  receipts  and  payments  in  connection 
with  the  transmission  <A  seamen's  wages  from  1878  to  Slst  March,  1899 ...  51 
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Lighthouses  Abroad — Account  showing  the  dues  receiv  ed,  and  expcnditui'o 
incurred  in  the  constniction,  repair,  and  maintenance  of  lighthouses  in 
British  Possessions  abroad  during  the  year  1898-99        ...       ...       ...  51 

Factory  and  Workshop — 1.  (Manufacture  of  bichromate  or  chromate  of 
potassium,  or  sodium) : — Special  rules  with  regard  to  the  employment 
of  persons  in  chemical  works  in  which  is  carried  on  the  manufacture  <if 
bichromate  or  chromate  of  potassium  or  sodium.  2.  (Use  of  phosphorus 
in  the  manufacture  of  matches) :  Special  rules  with  regud  to  the 
employment  of  persons  in  lucifer  match  factories  in  which  white  or 
yellow  phosphorus  is  used      51 

Municipal  Ck)Ri'OKATiONS — 1.  Charter  of  Incorporation  of  the  Borough  of 
Pudsey,  Yorks,  dated  13th  November,  1899.  2.  Charter  of  Incorporation 
of  the  Borough  <A  Swindon,  Wilts,  dated  22nd  January,  1900    52 

Penal  Servitude  Acts,  1853  to  1891  (Conditional  Licences) — Licenee-s 
granted  by  Her  Afajesty  to — I.  Sarah  Jane  Cook,  a  convict  imder 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison.  II.  Kose  Ann  Casey,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison.  TIL  Elizabeth  Franklin,  a  convict 
under  detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison.  IV.  Fanny  Honey,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison.  V.  Jeanne  Marie  Dubosq,  a  convict 
under  detenfcion  in  Aylesbury  Prii^on.  VI.  William  Tunney.  VII. 
Margaret  Dearnley,  a  convict  under  detention  in  Aylesbury  rrisoii. 

VIII.  Dewhannah  Jones,  a  convict  under  detention  in  Aylesbiury  Prisun. 

IX.  Kmily  Lazenby,  a  convict  under  detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison      ...  Tri 

Universities  (Scotland)  Act,  1899—  1.  Annual  Statistical  Keport  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  by — 1.  The  Uiii\er.sity  Court  of  the  Uni^  ei-aity  of 
Aberdeen  ;  2.  The  University  Court  of  the  University  of  Edinburgh  ; 
3.  The  Univei-sity  Court  of  the  University  of  Glasgow.  II,  Abstnut 
of  Accounts  for  the  year  ending  .31st  August,  1899,  being  the  annual  report 
of  the  state  of  the  finances  of  the — 1.  University  of  Aberdeen;  '1. 
Univeraity  of  Edinbiu-gh    53 

Prisons  (Spotland) — Knle  made  by  the  Secretary  for  Scotland  appointing 
the  police  cells  at  Falkirk,  in  the  county  of  Stirling,  to  be  a  legal  pri-sou 
for  tne  detention  of  prisonei-s  for  a  period  not  exceeding  foiutecn  days 
before  or  during  or  after  trial  ...        ...        ...        ...        ...        ...  53 

Lunacy  (Scotland)— General  rules  made  by  the  Midlothian  and  Peebles 
District  Lunacy  Board  for  the  government  of  the  Midlothian  and  Peebles 
District  Asylum.  Laid  l>efore  the  House  [pursuant  to  Act],  and  ordereti 
to  lie  on  the  Table    53 

Hou»e  adjourned  at  a  quarter  before  Seven  of  the  clock. 


COMMONS :  TUESDAY,  30th  JANUARY,  1900. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Commissioners  )>y  Black  Bod. 

The  House  went,  and  having  returned : — 

New  Writs  (Recess)— Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House  that  he  had 
issued  during  the  Recess  Warrants  for  New  \A'rits  : — Clackmannan  and 
Kinross  (Combined  Counties) — in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon.  John  Blair 
Balfour,  Lord  Justice  General  and  Loitl  President  of  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland.  (Tounty  of  Somerset  (Wells  Division) — in  the  room 
of  the  Hon.  Hylton  George  Hylton  Jolliffe,  called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers  54 
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\kw  Writs — York  Borongli  -in  the  room  of  Rear  Ailiniral  Loitl  CImrles 
Beresford  (Chiltorn  IIundrGds).  London  ITiiiversity— iti  the  room  of  the 
Uiglit  Hon.  Sir  John  Luhlwck,  l)aronet,  called  up  to  the  House,  of  Peon*. 
Mkl  Avmiigh  -  ill  the  ro«>ni  of  Dunibar  Phinket  E-trton,  osqniro,  Judge  of 
Her  Miiji'fity'u  High  Court  of  Justice  in  Irelund    ...    54 

Xkw  Mrmiiers  Swokn'— Walter  ifuiTay  Guthrie,  esquire  —for  Tower  Hamlets 
(JIow  and  Bmmley  Division).    Sir  I-Mgar  Vincent,  K.C.M.(t.— for  Exeter  ' 
iJ^irough.    Itolwrt  l*>lmund  Dickinson,  esfiuiro  - for  County  of  Somerset- • 
(WolU  Dinsion).    Kugeuc  W'asou,  esquire — for  Clackmannan  and  Kinross 
(Combined  Onuities)  ;  j,       ...  64 

El.ETTioNS — Ortleved,  That  iill  Members  who  are  returned  for  two  or  more 
placas  in  any  jwrt  of  the  United  Kingdom  do  make  their  election  for  ivhieh 
of  the  places  thev  will  serve,  within  one  week  after  it  shall  appear  that 
tliere  is  no  <)uestion  uiK>n  the  return  for  that  place  ;  and  if  anything  shall 
oonie  in  question  touching  the  return  or  election  of  any  Member,  he  is  to 
withdraw  during  the  time  the  mittter  is  in  debate  :  and  that  all  Meiulwrs 
returned  upon  double  returns  do  withdraw  till  their  returns  arc  detorminefl. 
Itesnlved,  f  hat  no  Peer  of  the  Hoabn,  except  such  Peers  of  Ireland  as 
;*hall  for  the  time  lieing  I*  actually  elected,  and  shall  not  hiive  decline<l  to 
serve,  for  any  county,  city,  or  liorough  of  (Jreat  Britain,  hath  any  right  to 
give  his  vote  in  the  election  of  any  Member  to  ser\'0  in  Parliament        ...  34 

Motion  maile  and  Question  proposed — 

"That  it  is  11  liiuli  iiifringemeiit  of  t lie  Hlierties  and  iirivilegeiiof  the  Commons 
of  the  I'liitol  Kui^oii)  for  any  L(ir<l  of  Parliament,  or  otiier  Peer  or  Prelate,  not 
••einj*  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  tlie  time  eleoteii,  and  not  having  declined  to  serve  (or 
any  oonnty,  city,  or  ttoron-jh  of  (Jreat  Itritain,  coDcerm  himself  in  the  election 
of  Membent  to  8er\'e  for  the  CoiumoMH  in  Parliament,  except  only  any  Peer  of 
Ireland,  at  Midi  elections  in  Great  Itritain  ref>uective].v,  wliere  sucli  Peer  Hliall 


or  tor  any  Lonl  Lieutenant  or  (Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself  ofany 
authority  derived  from  his  connuissioii,  to  influence  the  election  of  any  Member 
to  serve  for  the  C'ominons  in  Parliament." — {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfmr.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  <mt  the  wordu  from  the  word  '  kingdom,'  in  line  2,  to  the  word 
'for/  in  line  8."— (J/a  Jamf^  Lairthfr.) 

Qnostion  put— 

"  Tliat  the  wordH  proposed  lo  he  left  out  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

The  Hotiso  di\ided :  —Ayes,  .1:i7 ;  Xoes,  101.   (DiWsion  List,  Xo.  1.) 

Main  Question  put,  and  agi'ecd  to. 

Uesolvetl,  That  it  a  high  infringement  of  the  libei-ties  and  privileges 
of  the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or 
other  Peer  or  or  Prelate,  not  lieing  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time  elected, 
and  not  having  declined  to  servo  for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Grc.it 
Britain,  to  concern  himself  in  the  oloction  of  Members  to  serve  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament,  except  only  any  Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  elections 
in  Great  Britain  respectively  where  such  Peer  shall  appear  as  a  candidate, 
or  by  Uniself,  or  any  others,  Ije  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for  any  l^n! 
Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  commission,  to  influonce  the  election  of  any  Meml>cr  to 
8cr\'0  for  the  Coimnons  in  Parliament. 
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Revived,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  ar)y  person  hath  l»eeii  elected  or 
returned  a  Member  of  this  fiotiae,  or  endeii^'ouretl  so  to  l)e,  by  bribery, 
or  any  other  corrupt  practices,  this  House  'wilt  proceed  with  the  utmost 
severity  agtiinst  all  such  persons  as  shall  hare  been  wilfully  concerned  in 
such  bribery  or  otheT  corrupt  practices    69 

Witnesses — Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  hath  been 
tampering  with  any  witness,  in  respect  of  his  evidence  to  l>e  given  to  this 
House,  or  any  Ccnnmittee  thereof,  or  directly  or  indirectly  hath  en- 
deavoured to  deter  or  hinder  any  person  from  appearing  or  giving  endence, 
the  same  is  declared  to  be  a  high  crime  or  misdemeanour ;  and  this  House 
will  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity  against  such  olTendor. 

Kesolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  any  person  hath  given  false 


this  House  will  proceed  with  the  utmost  severity  against  such  offender  ...  60 

Metbopoijtan  Police— Ordered,  That  the  Commissioners  of  the  Police  of  the 
Metropolis  do  take  care  that,  during  the  Session  of  Parliament,  the  passages 
through  the  streets  leading  to  this  House  lie  kept  free  and  o]>en,  and  that 
no  obstruction  l>e  permitted  to  hinder  the  passage  of  Jtcmljera  to  and  from 
this  House,  and  that  no  disorder  l>e  allowed  in  Westminster  Hall,  or  in  the 
passjiges  l^ing  to  this  House,  during  the  sitting  of  Parliament,  and  that 
there  be  no  annoyance  therein  or  therealxtuts ;  and  that  the  Sergeant  at 
Arms  attending  this  House  do  communicate  this  Order  to  the  Com- 
missioners aforesaid   60 

VOTRS  AND  Prooeedinos— Ordered,  That  the  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  this 
House  be  jninted  being  iirst  perused  by  Mr.  Speaker ;  and  Xm.t  he  do 
appoint  the  printing  thereof ;  and  that  no  person  but  such  as  he  shall 
appoint  do  presume  to  print  the  same        ...       ...    61 

Privileges — Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Privileges  be  appointed  ...     ^ 61 

Outlawries  Bill — Kead  the  first  time  ;  to  l>e  read  a  second  time    61 

JOURNAI.. — Ordered}  that  the  Journal  of  this  House,  from  the  end  of  th«  last 

session  to  the  end  <A  the  present  session,  with  an  Index  thereto,  be  printed  61 


The  following  Papers,  presented  by  Command  of  Her  Majesty  diuing  the 
Recess,  were  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of  the  House  of  Commons 
during  the  Uecess,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order  of  the  14th 
August,  1889 

1.  Crofter  and  Cottar  Coloniflation  Scheme — Cop/ of  Tenth  Report  of 
Her  Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  to  carry  out  a  Scheme  of 
Colonisation  in  the  I>ominton  of  Canada  of  Crofters  and  Cottars  from  the 
Western  Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland,  with  Appendices. 

2.  Judicial  Statistics  (Scotland)— Copy  of  Report  of  the  Judicial 
Statistics  of  Scotland  for  the  year  1898. 

3.  East  India  (Trade)  ~Coi}y  of  Review  and  Tables  reUting  to  the 
Trade  of  British  India  with  British  Possessions  and  Foreign  Countries  for 
the  five  years  1894-5  to  1898-9. 


evidem^p  in  any  case  before 
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of  the  l>epiity  Keeper  of  the  l*iil>lic  liecoms  and  Keeper  of  the  State 
Papers  in  Ireland.  An  Index  to  Uie  Act  or  tii-ant  Books  and  Original 
AVills  of  the  IHoeeflO  of  Dublin  from  1800  to  1858. 

6.  Evictions  <IrelAud)  -Copy  oi  Kotnrn  for  the  quarter  ended  30th 
Sopteraber,  189!). 

6.  Irish  lisrid  CunimiA»ioti  (•fiidicial  Bents)— Copy  of  Itettirns  of  Jtulicial 
l^ente  fixed  during  March,  1899. 

7.  Irii»h  Land  CommiiMion  (Judicial  Rents)— Copy  of  Returns  of  Judicial 
lientu  fixed  during  April  and  May,  1899. 

6.  Irish  I^nd  Commission  (Procoedings) — Copy  of  Kotnrn  of  Pro- 
eeediiigfl  of  the  Commission  during  the  month  of  September,  1899. 

9.  Irish  lAnd  CommisBion  (Proceedings)— Copy  of  Rottim  of  Proceeilinga 
of  the  Commission  during  the  month  of  October,  1899. 

10.  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1868— Copy  of  Returns  miule  to 
the  Board  of  Tr»<le  in  pursuance  of  lioction  39,  subsection  (2),  of  the 
linilway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888,  in  respect  of  the  canal4  and 
navigations  in  the  Unite<l  Kingdom,  for  the  year  1898. 

11.  Railways  (Continuous  Brakes) — Copy  of  Return  by  the  Railway  - 
Com^nies  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the  progress  made  in  the  use  of 
Continuous  Brakes,  etc.,  for  the  six  months  ending  the  30th  June,  1899. 

12.  Meteorolog)' — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Meteorological  Council  to  the 
Itoyd  Society  for  the  year  ending  the  31st  March,  1899. 

1 3.  Peterhead  Harbour— Copy  of  Reports  respecting  Peterhead  Hu>bour 
Works. 

14.  Post  Office  (Parcel  Post  with  Egypt)-  Copy  of  Agreement  concern- 
ing the  Exchange  of  Postal  Parcels  condmlcd  between  the  Post  Office 
of  the  Uniterl  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  Postal 
AdministnitifHi  of  Egypt. 

15.  Colonial  Reports  (Annual)— Copiea  of  Reports,  Nos.  277  (Bahamas, 
Annual  Report  for  1898).  278  (British  Hondiuus,  Annual  Report  for  1898), 
2(0  (Mauntius  and  Rodriguea,  Annual  Report  for  1898),  280  (Grenada, 
Annual  Report  for  1898).  2sl  (St.  Vincent,  Annual  Report  for  1898), 
282  (Hong  Kong,  Annual  Report  for  1898),  283  (Jamaica,  Annual  Report 
for  1898-9),  28+  (Lagos,  Annual  Report  for  1899),  2m  (Seychelles, 
Annual  Report  for  1898^  286  (Christmas  and  Cocos  Keeling  Ishmds, 
Annual  Report  for  1899),  and  287  (Straits  ^tlements,  AnniuU  Report 
for  1898). 

16.  South  Africa—Copy  of  Correspondence  relating  to  the  despatch 
of  Colonial  Military  Contingents  to  South  Africa, 

17.  Mines  (Explosion  at  Llest  Colliery) — Copy  of  Reports  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  by  Mr. 
Chester  Jones,  Barristcr-atrLaw,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  Robson,  Her  Majesty's 
Inspector  of  Mines,  on  the  circumstmces  attending  an  explosion  which 
occurred  at  the  Ucst  Colliery,  Pontyrhyl,  on  the  18th  Augtist,  1899. 
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IS.  Explosions  (T^pt(Hi  Towans,  (iwiihiati)  -Copy  of  Keport  J\v  Captain 
J.  H.  Thomson,  K.A.,  Her  Majesty's  Chief  Inspector  of  Kxplosives,  to  the 
Right  Honoiirahte  the  Secretary  of  Stat«  for  the  Home  Department,  on 
the  circumstances  attending  an  Explosion  of  BListiiig  Gelatine  which 
occnrrerl  in  a  mixing  house  of  the  factory  of  the  National  Kxplosives 
Company,  Limited,  at  Upton  Towans,  Gwithian,  near  Hayle,  Cornw-all, 
on  the  19th  October,  1899. 

19.  Metropolitan  Water  Snpply  (lio^al  Commission) — Copy  of  Final 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  t«  inquire  into  the  subject 
of  the  AVater  Supply  within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolitan  Water 
Companies,  with  Index  to  the  First  and  Final  Reports  of  the  Commissioners. 

20.  Factories  ami  Workshops — Copy  of  Annual  Report  of  the  Chief 
Inspector  of  Factories  and  Workshops  for  the  year  1H9H,  Part  II.,  Reports. 

21.  Accidents  to  Railway  Servants  (Royal  Cimnnission)— Copy  of  the 
lioport  of  the  Royal  Commission  app<jinted  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
the  accidents,  fatal  aitd  non-fatal,  to  Sorvants  of  Itailu'ay  Companies  au<l 
of  Truck  Owners,  Part  I.,  Report. 

22.  Aociflents  to  Railway  Servants  (Royal  Commission)— Cttpy  of 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  appointcil  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
of  the  accidents,  fatal  and  non-fatal,  to  Servants  of  Railway  Companies 
mi\  of  Truck  Owners,  Part  II.,  Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices. 

23.  Treaty  Series  (Xo.  18,  1899) —Copy  of  Convention  for  the  Ex- 
change of  Money  Orders  )>ctween  the  United  States  of  America  and  the 
Colony  of  British  Honduras.    Signed  at  Washington,  20th  February,  1B99. 

24.  Treaty  Series  (No.  19,  1899)— Copy  of  Exchange  of  Notes  between  ■* 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of  America,  providing  for  the 
J^tablishment  of  a  Provisional   Boundary  Ijctween  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  the  Territory  of  Alaska,  in  the  Region  altout  the  Heail  of 
Lynn  Canal,  20th  October,  1999. 

25.  Treaty  Series  (No.  20.  1 89!>)— Copy  of  Additional  Articles  to  the 
Convention  of  1  Ith  July,  1896,  between  Great  Britain  and  Italy  rmpecting 
the  Exchange  of  Parcels  by  Parcel  Post.  Signed  at  Rome,  26th  October, 
1899. 

26.  Treaty  Series  (Xo.  1,  1900) — Cop^  of  Exchange  of  Notes  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  France  respectmg  the  Waiver  of  Consular  Fee 
on  the  Issue  of  Certificates  of  Origin. 

27.  Treaty  Series  (Xo.  2,  1900) — Copy  of  Agreement  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  for  the  F^change  of  Press  Telegrams  by 
night  at  reduced  rates.  Signed  at  Paris,  8th  November,  1899.  Ratifi- 
cations exchanged  at  Paris,  16th  Dccemlwr,  1899. 

28.  Treaty  Series  (No.  3,  1900)— Copy  of  Declaration  lietwcon  the 
United  Kingdom  and  Franco  prolonging  for  one  year  the  Declaration 
of  11  th  December,  1888,  regtuating  the  Tcl^;raphic  Communication 
Itetween  the  two  Countries.  Signed  at  LondcHi,  20tfa  March,  1899. 
Ratifications  exchanged  at  Paris,  30th  Decemljcr,  1899. 

29  Germany  (No.  1,  1899)  -Copy  of  Despatch  to  Her  Majesty's  Charge 
ctAffaires  at  Berlin,  inclosing  Copies*  of  the  Convention  and  Declaration 
between  Great  Britain  and  Germany  of  14th  November,  1899,  for  the  Settle- 
ment of  the  Samoa  and  other  qu^stionn. 
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30.  Trade  Kcpurts  {Annual  Surii-B)  — Gipicu  vt  Diplomatic  anil  Consular 
Kcport>s  Annual  SenoM,  No.  2:)6.3  to  2374. 

31.  Tnwlc  KeporU  (Mistollancous  Series)- -Copies  of  IHplomatio  and 
CorisuUr  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  Nos.  51 1  U)  520. 

Ordered,  That  the  iwid  Papers  do  lie  npoit  the  Table    til 

ItKTUltXK,  UEPOUTfi,  ,ir. 

Metkoi'omtax  Watkh  Sri'i'i-Y  (ItovAi.  Commis-sion)  -Copy  presented,— of 
Miinitvs  of  P^videncc  taken  Wfore  the  lluyal  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  inb)  the  subject  of  the  Water  iSupply  within  the  limits  of  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies,  Volume  1  [by  Command] ;  tq  lie  upon 
the  Table    65 

Pknai.  SKRvm  oE  Acts  (Conditional  Licexces)-  Copy  pretiented,~of 
Conditional  I^icence  granted  to  Joanne  Marie  Duboeq,  a  convict  under 
detentirm  in  Aylesbury  Prison. 

Copy  presente«l,- ~uf  Conditional  Licence  granted  to  Fanny  Honey, 
a  convict  un<ler  detention  in  Aylesbury  Prismi. 

Copy  presenteil,  -of  CoiHlitional  Licence  grantod  to  Klizabcth  Lazcnby, 
a  convict  under  detentlun  in  Aylesbury  Prison. 

Copy  presented,-  -of  C^^n<liti^^rlal  Lieeiiee  grante<l  to  Margaret  Doamley, 
a  conviet  under  dettMitinii  in  Aylesbury  Prison. 

Copy  presentcii,  -tif  a  Conditional  Licence  to  be  at  large  granted  to 
William  Timney. 

Copy  presented,  -of  C^HKlitional  Licence  j^anted  to  Kose  Ann  Caauy, 
n  convict  under  deteiitiim  in  Aylesbury  Prison. 

Copy  presented,   ^if  Cuuilitional  liicuiice  gi-anttitl  to  Dewhannah  Jones, 
a  com  iet  under  detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison. 

Copy  presenteil, — of  Con<litional  Licence  granted  tu  Sarah  Jane  Cook, 
a  Convict  under  detention  in  Aylesbury  I'rison. 

Copy  presentwl,-  -of  jDoiulitional  liiuenee  graiitefl  to  Klijsalwth  Franklin, 
a  convict  uiHter  detention  in  Aylesbur\'  Prison      ...    G5 

Ml'Xiril'AL  Ci>Ki'')RATl»>xs  (New  Chaktekh)    Copy  presented, — of  Charter 
of  Incorp«jratioii  of  the  Jtorough  of  Pudaey,  Vorks,  dated  13th  Noveml^er,  " 
1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  preseute*!,-  of  Charter  of  Itieoi-poration  '»f  the  Dorongh  of  Swiii. 
di>n,  Wilts,  dated  2L'nd  January,  1900  [by  Act];  to  lie  uiwn  the  Tabic  ...  66 

F.ICTOKY  AXl>  WoKK.SHor   ACTS  ( MANl  t'ACTl  IlK  UF  BlCllRUMATE  OU  ClIKO 

H.VTE  OF  PoT.vs.sirM  OK  SoDii  M) --Copy  presented,  of  Special  Kules 
with  regaitl  to  the  t'mployment  of  persons  in  Chemical  Works  in  which  is 
cmried  on  the  manufacture  of  Hichromatu  or  Chi-omate  of  Potassium  or 
^kKti^m  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    G7 

Factory  AXi)  WuKKsKoi' A<rrs  {vhv.  of  Piiospiiours  in  tiif.  .MAXUFACxruK 
OF  MatchI'-'*)  -C'opy  presente*!.  -of  Sjjecial  Rules  with  regard  to  the 
employment  «>f  [Kirsoiis  in  ljucifer  Match  Ffu;t<trie.><  in  which  White  or 
Yellow  Phosph*>rus  is  used  [by  Act);  to  He  upon  the  Table        ...       ...  66 
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South  'Africa — Copy  prcwiitod, — of  Further  CoiTespoiidence  relating  to 

Afiaii'tt  in  South  Africa  [by  Command} ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    67 

Natal— Copy  p-eneuted, — of  Correspondence  relating  to  the  Defence  of  Katal 

[by  Command]  j  to  lie  upon  the  Table    67 

Pacific  Cable  (Caxada- Australia)  -Copy  patented, — of  Further  Corre- 
«H>ndence  relating  Tto  the  proposed  construction  of  a  Cable  across  the 
Pjucific  Ocean  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabic    67 

WagEm  and  Et'H!CTS  OF  Deceamki)  Se.vmen  Account  presented, — of  the 
Sums  re(.cived  and  paid  in  respect  of  the  AVages  and  Eflects  of  Deceased 
Seamen  in  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1699  [by  Command]^  to  lio  upon 
the  Table  ^  67 

KAMStiATE  HAitlioUJt — Copy  presente*!,— of  Statement  of  the  Iteccipts  and 
Payments  for  the  year  ended  IJlst  March,  1899,  together  with  an  Accoiuit 
of  the  Receipt  and  Issue  of  Stores  [by  Act]  j  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.    [No.  1.]   67 

LlGHTHOLSEs  AiiiUiAD — Account  presented,  showing  the  Dues  received  and 
Expenditure  inenrrod  in  the  construction,  rojwir,  and  maintenance  of 
Lighthouses  in  British  Possessions  Abroad  during  the  year  189S-9  [by 
Act] ;  to  He  upon  the  Table,  and  to  Ije  printed    [No.  2.]   67 

Se^vmen's  Savings  Bankh  (Money  Orders  and  Tranwmission  of  AVagf>)  — 
Accounts  prescntctl,— of  all  Deposits  received  and  repiiid  during  the  year 
ended  20th  November,  1898,  and  Statement  as  to  Money  Orders  issued 
and  pjiid  from  185u  to  Slst  March,  1899,  and  of  Hcceipts  and  Payments 
in  corniection  Mith  the  transmission  of  Seamen's  Wages  from  1878  to 
31st  March,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed, 
[No.  3.]    67 

Umveusitieh  of  Oxford  anu  CAMbRiLM;E  Aut,  1877  (OxfxiRu)  Copy 
presented,— of  a  Statute  made  l»y  the  Governing  IJ^jdy  of  Brasenose 
College,  Oxford,  on  15th  March,  1899,  altering  Statutes  III.  and  XVI.  of 
,  the  Statutes  of  that  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  Iw 
'  printed.    [Xo.  4.]    68 

Copy  presented,— of  a  Statute  made  by  the  lioveriiiug  BikIv  of  Pem- 
broJce  College,  Oxford,  on  3rd  March,  1899,  amench'ng  Clause  9  of  Statute 
II.  and  Clause  III.  of  Statute  VIII.  of  the  Statutes  uf  that  College  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  planted.   [No.  5.]   68 

Copy  presented,— of  a  Surtnte  made  by  the  Ooverning  Body  uf 
\Voi*cester  College,  Oxfoi-d,  at  a  meetiTig  held  on  22nd  Febraarj',  1899, 
and  continuwl  by  adjournment  on  Sth  March,  1899,  amending  Statute  HI. 
10  of  the  Statutes  of  that  College  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [No.  6.]     68 

College  Chaktek  Act,  1871  (UsivFjisiTy  m*  Birminoham)— Copy  pre- 
sented,— of  wi  A^plieatioD  received  from  Mason  University  Coucge  ^ 
the  City  of  Birmnigham  for  the  establishment  of  a  University  ;it  tiiat 
City  ;  which  was  submitted  to  the  Queen  in  Council  and  referred  by  Her 
Majesty  foi'  the  c«>n»i<leration  and  report  of  a  Committee  of  Her  Majesty's 
Privy  Council  on  the  14th  July,  1899:  together  with  a  Copy  of  the 
Di-aft  of  the  Charter  applied  for  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  *        ...  68 
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TEt^NU  AL  iNNTitH-TloN  AcT,  lf<8y--CopieJi  pi-e8eiit«l,-- ol  Miiiute*;  sanc- 
tioning the  subjectii  to  be  tau/^lit  un<ier  Clause  S  of  the  Act  for  the 
following  counties : —County  of  East  Suffolk  (Si.xth  Miniitu),  dated  13th 
*)ctober,  1M9*J.  County  of  Berktthire  (Fourth  Minute),  dated  13th 
(ictolKT,  IfS'Ji*.  County  of  Noifollt  (FJghth  Miiuite),  daUMi  31st  October, 
1899.  County  of  Dorset  (Soconil  Minute),  dated  9th  November,  1899. 
County  of  the  North  Kiding  of  Vorkwbire  (Seventh  Minute),  dated  9th 
November,  1899.  County  of  Oxford  (Fifth  MinuKs),  dated  30th 
Novemlwrf  1899.  County  of  Suiwex  (Western  l>i\isiou)  (Third  Minutti), 
«latod  27th  Novcmlwr,  1899.  County  of  Devon  (Seventh  Minute),  dated 
(th  January-,  1900  [by  Act];  to  lie  upoji  the  Table    68 

Ll'XACV  (Sa/TLANi))-  -Copy  presented,— of  (Jenei-al  Uules  made  by  the 
Midlothian  and  Peebles  District  Lunacy  Board  for  the  government  of  the 
Midlothian  and  Peebles  District  Aiiylum  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table   69 

UMVEiLsmr'  OF  Ahkuokkn- -Copy  presented,  --of  Ainiual  StAtistical  Report 
by  the  University  Court  of  the  University  of  Aberdeen  for  1898-9  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  and  to  he  printed.    [No.  7.] 

Copy  presente<l,~of  Atwtract  of  Accounts  of  the  University  for  the 
vear  ending  15th  Septemlter,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
\tc  printed.    [No.  8.]   69 

Vniveiisity  Ol"  KniNiu'iHiH  —Copy  present©!, — of  Report  on  the  State  of  the 
Finances  of  the  University,  nuule  by  the  University  Court,  for  the  year 
to  31st  August,  1#99  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  9.] 

CJopy  presented, —of  Annual  Statistical  Keport  by  the  University 
Cknirt'of  the  University  of  Kdiiiburgh  for  the  year  1898-9  [by  Act]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Tabic,  and  to  lie  printed.    [No.  10.]    69 

Univer-sity  Ol'  Glasixjw  -Copy  presented, — of  Annual  Statistical  K^-iwrt  by. 
the  University  C-omt  of  the  University  of  Glasgow  for  1898-9  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  Ik;  printed.    [Na  11.]    69 

PitlwiNs  (Sc'OTLANii)    Copy  prosente*!,-  of  Kule  made  by  the  Secretary  for 
Scotland  appointing  the  police  cells  at  Falkirk,  in  the  county  of  Stirling, 
»to  l>e  a  legal  Prison  for  the  detention  of  pristmeni,  for  a  period  not 
exceeding  fourteen  days  Iwfore  or  dining  or  after  trial  [by  Act]  j  to  lie 
upon  the  Taltle. 

EjWT  ImHA  (WaBS  UN  OK    ItEYoNI)    THR   RoKbEUS   OK    BltlTIHlI    InDIA) — 

Ketui-n  presented, — i-elative  thereto  [AddrcsH  17th  March,  1898 :  Mr. 

John  M'nlfij\ ;  to  lie  upon  the  Talile. 

Iniha  (Loans  raiseo  in  IxiSia)  -Copy  presented, — of  Retuin  of  all 
Loans  raiseil  in  India,  chargeable  on  the  KevoimeH  of  India,  outstanding 
*     at  the  conimeneement  of  the  half-year  ending  on  the  30th  September, 
1899,  etc.  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  13,] 

Sausulkv  Plain  (Pkopkkty  Piischaseu)— Hetuni  presented,— rtJative 
thereto  I  Address  36th  October,  1899  j  Mr.  Thoum  lia^ley];  to  lie  upon 
the  Tabk 

Trade  Reports  (Anxial  Serikn)— Copies  presented,*— of  Diplomatic  awl 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Scries,  Nos.  S365  and  3376  [by  Command]  j 
to  Ho  upon  th<'  Table. 
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PAPBItS  L.VID  UPON  JHB  TaBLE  BY  THE  ClKRK  OX  THE  Hoi'SE— I,  CoUtlty 

Courts  Act,  li<(<8,  and  Supreme  Comt  of  Judicature-  (Officere)  Act, 
1879 — Copy  of  Order  made  by  the  Lord  Chniieellor,  iliitcd  26t1i 
Septeml>er,  1899,  directing  that  the  Kcgirttrar  of  the  County  Court  of 
Wanvickshire,  held  at  Birmiiiglwm,  shall  not  pnictise  a-s  a  solicit^rt-,  and 
that^aection  20  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (OHicers)  Act,  1879, 
ahall  not  apply  to  the  office  of  Registrar  of  .  the  s<iid  County  Court. 

2.  Lunacy.— Copy  of  Report  to  the  ijonl  Clmucrllor  of  the  number 
of  visits  ma<1e,  the  number  of  patient:*  seen,  and  the  uum1»er  of  miles 
travelled  by  the  Visitors  of  Lunatics  Iwtween  1st  April,  1899,  and  30th 
September,  1899  [by  Act]. 

ItesitiNATION  OF  THE  ClKKK  OF  THE  HufSK— Mr.  SPEAKER  acquainted 
the  Moxvm  that  he  liad  receiveil  a  letter  from  Sir  Reginald  Francis 
Douce  Palgrave,  K.C.B.,  the  Clerk  of  the  House,  ac<iuainting  him  that 
he  desired  to  resign  the  Patent  whereby  Her  Majesty  assigned  to 
bira  the  otTice  of  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons. 

r/«  First  Lml  of  ike  Treamnj  {Mr.  A.  J.  JJal/om;  Munchrtfffr,  E.)     ...  71 


.  ORDEBS  OF  THE  DAY. 

AuDKKss  IS  Answer  to  Her  Majesty's  Most  Graciocs  Speech— First 
Day's  Debate. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  an  humble  AiUlrcss  bo  presented  to  Her  Majcfftj,  as  foUoweth 

Most  Gracious  SoKreiifn^ 

Vt'e,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  sulijoets.  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  oft'er  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addresseil  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament." 
— {Captain  Prefyman.) 

DiSOUJiSlOX ^ 

Mr.  ff.  1\ Tease  {Darlington)      76       Th-  I'irst  Jvord  of  th^  Treosttrtf 
!^ir  JI,  Camj/heU-Jktnnenmiii'                 {Mr.  A.  J.  liflfoury  Mam'htsfer, 
{SHrtinff  Jttmfhs)        ...     80         E.)    96 

Amendment  proposed — 

*'  At  the  end  of  tlio  Question  to  add  the  '  Itut  wc  humbly  ex)tn«b  our 

CflKtet  at  the  want  of  knon  lcd^c,  foresif^ht.  and  iuili,'iiioiit  displayed  )>y  Your 
Slaiesty's  adviners,  alike  in  thuir  c<mdnct  of  South  .African  nfiiiirs  nhux  lH9o  and 
in  their  preiianitions  for  the  wai-  now  proceeding."  ''—{I.onl  Eilmoml  Fitzuta«nrc.) 

Question  propo^  "Tliat  those  words  Iw  there  added." 
DlscL'Sslox : — 

Mr.  Vrage  {Derhif)  ...    134       Mr.  KrtfhiH  IWil  {ILrtfonhlnrf, 

Mr.  m»m  {South  ShielHe)    137  Ilerffoi'l)    146 

Mr.  likcttmn  (•'<u/olk;  Eye)    ...  151 

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjoume<l. 

Debate  to  be  r&iumed  to-mori'ow. 

Adjoanml  at  one  luinate  aftar  Twelve  o'dvcV* 
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COMMONS :  WEDNESDAY,  31«t  JAXUAKY  1900. 
PKTITIOm. 

Attar  Khan— Petition  of  Attar  Khan,  for  inqnirj'  into  his  case;  to  lie  upon 
the  Tabic   

BoociU  NA  —Petition  of  Boochuiiii,  for  rwlrcsa  of  grievances ;  to  lie  u[wu  the 
Table  

DivoliCK  -Petition  from  IjoimIoii  awl  other  plaees,  foe  alteration  of  Law;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   1^7 

LiCENsisc  (Sale  ok  Intoxicating  LiQCoits)— Petition  from  Newton  Abljot, 

for  alteratiou  «f  Ijhw;  to  lie  upon  the  TaWe    157 

Local  Aitiiohitiks'  Skhvants'  Si'prranni'ATIOS  -Petitions  for  alteration  of 

Law,  from  Hastings  and  PetersfioM;  to  Ho  upon  the  Table    107 

liiKTAi,  GovKitNME.NT  AcT,  1894 —Petition  from  Totnen,  for  alteration  of  Law ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...       ...       ...       ...       .-.    ^57 

PuoK  Law  Amknomknt  (.Scoti.and)  Act,  1^*95—  Petition  from  Uix,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  157 

KATiNti  OF  W'ooui.vsiKS— Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  frcon  Pocklington 

(two) ;  and  Hunslet ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  157 

Salk  of  IxToxiCATiNci  i^K/roRs  ON  SuxDAY — Petitions  against,  from  Burcs ; 
Biggleswade ;  iKjlhir ;  IpswieH  ;  Chelsea :  and  M'ood  Green ;  to  lie  upon 
thrrable       ...   157 

Raxk-VUKX,  CiiANAX-  Petition  of  Clianan  Saukaren,  for  redress  of  grievances ; 

to  lie  ujwn  the  Table  167 

Vaccixation  Acts,  1807  to  1898— Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Yeovil ;  and  Barnstaple ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   15 

hkti'iixs,  liKPOiim  Jirc. 

E.iST  India  (Wails  on  ok  bkyoxd  thk  Bordekh  of  British  India)— Keturn 

[present^  30th  January]  to  be  printed.   [No.  13}  158 

Sallsdi'KV  Plain  (Propkhty  PrBCiiAKBi))— Return  [presented  30th  January] 

to  Ijo  printed.   [Na  14]    158 

PuiKUNS  (ScotL-IXD)— R»pcr  [presented  30th  January]  to  be  printed.  [No.  15}  lots 

LiuHTiioi'SKS,  CTC.  (Local  Inspections)  ~Coi)ie«  presented,— of  Keports  to 
the  Board  of  Trade  by  the  Trinity  House  of  J)ei)tford  Strond  and  the 
Conmii»si(H»ers  of  Northern  Lighthouses  of  their  Inspection  of  Local 
Lighthouses,  Buoys,  and  Beacons  (in  continuation  of  Parliamentar}'  Paper, 
No.  7:J,  of  Session  1899)  [by  Act} ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  Iw  printed. 
[No.  16]   158 

Ikish  Laxi>  Commission  (Pkoubedings)— Copy  presented,— of  Keturn  of 
Proceodiiigs  during  the  month  of  KovemiMn,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table     158 
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Agraiiian  OiTKAGEs  (IRELAND) —Copy  presented, — of  lieturn  for  the  quarter 

ended  3l8t  December,  1899  [Ky  Command];  to  lie  upon  the  Table       ...  158 

Land  Law  {Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  Notices)— Copy  prceentod,— of 
lieturn  of  the  Number  of  K>ictioD  Notices  filed  durinif  the  quarter  ended 
3Ut  December,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    168 

Iblsh  Land  Comhission  (.Ii  dicial  Urnts)— Copy  prewntedj—of  Ketum  of 
Judicial  Itvnts  during  the  month  of  June,  1899  [by  Command];  to  lie 
.  upon  the  Table   158 

Evictions  (Ireland)  -Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  fivictions  in  Ireland 
for  the  quarter  ended  31st  December,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   158 

Winter  Assizes  (Ireland) — Copy  prc^nted,  —of  Foiu-  Onlers  in  CounoU, 
dated  Ist  Novt;ml>er,  l89f>,  for  holding  Winter  Asi^izes  in  Ireland  [by 
Act]  :  to  lie  upon  the  Table  159 

Supreme  Cuurt  ot"  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877  -Ci>py  pi-esonted, — 
of  Oi-der  in  Council  amending  Order  of  25th  February,  1885,  ru-arranging 
the  Circtut«  in  IreUnd  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    159 

Supreme  Court  or  JuDicATUitK  (Ireland)  Act,  1877 -Copy  prc»t'iitt'd,  - 
of  Order  in  Council  giving  effect  to  Kules  of  Court  under  the  Local 
Government  (Application  of  Euactmentn)  Order,  1898  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table   ...       ...  159 

Supremr  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877  -Ci)py  presented,  of 
Order  in  Council  giving  effect  to  Kules  <rf  Court  (Baukitiptey)  [by  Act]  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  TaVile  1 59 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877— Copy  prewnteil, — 
of  Order  in  Council  giving  effect  to  Kules  of  Court  under  the  Local 
Govcniment  (Application  of  Enactmeutfl)  Order,  1898  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table   159 

Consolidated  Fund  — Aljstrnct  Account  presented,— showing  the  issues  made 
from  the  Coneolidate<l  Fund  of  the  Lnited  Kingdom  in  the  year  ended 
3l!it  March,  1899,  for  the  Interest  and  .Management  of  the  Debt,  for  the 
Civil  List,  an<l  all  other  is8ue«  in  the  fijuncial  year  for  services  charged 
directly  on  the  said  Fund ;  with  the  Keport  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.   [No.  17.]  159 

Woolts,  Forests,  AND  L.\nd  Rkveni  rs— Alwtract  Aceo^nits  pre.^nted,  -  for 
the  year  ended  31st  March,  1899,  together  with  the  Keport  of  the 
C-oniptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon  [bv  Act] :  to  lie  upon  the 
Tabic,  and  to  !»  printed.    [No.  18.]  ...  '    ...   '   159 

Civil  Shrvice-s  and  Kevevuk  Departments  (Appiioprl\ti(»n  .\ccounts)— 
Appropriation  Accounts  presented,  for  the  year  ending  .'Hst  March,  1899, 
together  with  the  Ilejwrts  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thci-eon,  and  certain  Keporti  uimmi  Store  AccountH  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  19.]    160 
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Pai'KR  laid  upon  the  Tablk  bv  the  Clebk  ok  tue  UorsE  — Baiik  of  ■ 
England. — Accuuiita  of  Exchequer  Bills  and  other  Government  Securities 
{Hirchased,  and  of  the  Amount  of  lialaucea  of  Sums  iHSued  for  the  Payment 
of  Dividends,  etc.,  for  the  year  ending  5th  January,  1900  [by  Act];  to  be 
printed.    [No.  20.]   160 

Parliamentauy  CossTiTiENoiF-s  (ELPXTroiw,  Etc.)  (Unitkd  Kin<;dom) — 
Address  for  "  Kcturn  showing,  with  regard  to  each  Parlijimentary  Con- 
stituency in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  totid  number,  and  as  far  as  posdil)le, 
the  nundwr  in  each  claiw  of  Electors  on  the  Kegistcr  now  in  force ;  and 
also  showing  the  Pupulatiun  and  Inhabited  Houses  in  each  Constituency 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  7t*,  of  Session  1B99)." — {Sir 
Vkarits  mtie.)  160 

Alienm — Address  for  "  Ketum  showing  the  names  of  all  Aliens  to  whom  Certi- 
ficates of  Natural  isiitiot  I  have  betm  issued,  and  whose  oaths  of  allegiance 
have,  l)etween  the  1st  day  of  January,  15(99,  and  the  31st  day  of  Dcceniljer, 
IH99,  been  registered  at  the  Home  Otiiee,  giving  the  county^and  place  of 
residence  of  the  person  naturalimxl,  and  including  information  as  to  any 
Aliens  who  have  during  the  same  period  obtained  Acta  of  Naturalisation 
from  the  I.«gis1ature  (in  continuation  of  (Parliamentary  Paper,  No.  1 40,  of 
iie><»Mii  imy  - (}fr.JrmC'>ilinffs.)...   '  160 

New  Writ-  For  the  County  of  Lancaster  Nurth-Kast  (iiossendale  Division^ — 
in  the  room  of  John  Honty  Maden,  esquire  (Manor  of  Northstead).— (j/r, 
Ohidstour.)   160 

Ballut  fur  BiLiJS  .\M»  Motions  >x>r  tiir  First  FotR  Tuesdays — Motion 
made  and  Question  propotwd,  •  "  That  no  Bills,  other  than  Government 
Bills,-  be  introduced  in  anticipation  of  the  ballot,  and  that  all  Membei^  who 
desire  to  ballot,  whether  for  Kills,  or  Motions  for  the  fii'st  four  Tuesdays  of 
the  session,  do  hand  in  their  names  at  the  Table  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House  on  the  first  or  second  <lay  of  the  session,  and  that  a  copy  of  such 
notices  1}c  handed  in  at  the  latest  during  the  sittaug  of  the  House  on  the 
thiixl  day  of  the  st^^sion  : 

**  That  the  liallot  for  the  precedence  of  the  sai<l  Billr^  and  Motion  be 
taken  on  the  thiitl  day  of  the  session  at  a  convenient  time  and  place  to  l»e 
appointed  hy  Mr.  Speaker,  anil  that  the  introduction  and  First  Kcading  of 
Bills  on  the  fourth  (lay  be  taken  before  Questions  and  as  t-oon  after  Three 
o'clock  as  Mr.  Speaker  may  deem  convenient." — (Mr.  A.  J.  Butfmr.) 

Amendment  proiwsed  — 

"  In  line  4,  after  tlic  word  '  naaieis'  to  insert  tlie  words,  'together  'nith  the 
name  of  the  Bill  or  moHtMi  for  whieh  thoy  desira  prcce<lencc.'  "—(IVr.  thtncomhe.) 

Question  proposed  — "  That  those  words  l>e  there  inserted." 
Disci  ssion  :~ 

Thf  Fiist  Jjoi  il  of  Um  Tmminj  Sir     H.  CumpMl-Btmnerman 

(Mr.  A.  ./.  iPtlfmr,  Man-  {Slirliiuf  Bwglis)    162 

rheffer,E.)    162      Mr.  Gibsm  Botcles  {L^n  lleffis)  163 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdraM-n 

Main  Question  put,  ami  agreed  to. 
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Ordeml,  That  no  Bills  other  than  <J^o^  cmraeiit  Bills  be  inirodueetl  in 
anticipation  of  the  ballot,  and  that  all  Membei-s  who  desire  to  ballot, 
whether  for  Bills  or  Motions  for  the  first  four  Tuesdays  of  the  session,  do 
hand  in  their  names  at  the  Table  during  the  sitting  of  the  House  on  the 
first  or  iiecond  day  of  the  fle»sioii,  and  that  a  copy  of  such  notices  be 
banded  >in  at  the  latest  during  the  sitting  of  the  House  on  the  third  day 
of  the  session. 

That  the  liallot  for  the  pixt-edence  of  the  said  Bills  and  Motions  Iw 

taken  on  the  third  day  of  the  wssion  at  a  convenient  time  and  place  to  be 
appoiTited  by  Mr.  Spciiker,  aitd  that  the  intra! uction  an<l  First  Keading  of 
Bills  on  the  fourth  day  Im;  taken  l«foro  Questions  and  as  soon  after  three  * 
o'clock  as  Mr.  Sjwaker  may  deem  convenient. 

ADDRENii   IN    Answer   to   Hbu    M.westy's.  .Most   Guaciois  Si'Eiich. 
[Second  Day's  Debate.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourne<i  Delwte  on  Anicnilmont  [.'iOth 
January]  to  (Question  [30th  Jaiuiary],  "  That  an  humble  Address  l)e 
presented  to  Her  Majesty,  as  followeth  :— 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign  -- 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loj^al  sulijects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Biitaiu  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  b(^  leave  to  otter  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  uddressefl  to  l»oth  Houses  of 
rarliamcnt."'  —  (Vapfmn  Pfffytmit.) 

And  which  Amendment  was,  "At  the  end  of  the  l^testion,  to  add  the 

WOTds— 

*  lint  we  ImniMy  exprew<  eur  iwret  at  the  want  of  kiiuwleil^  foresight, 
and  juttuiiient  di»>layed  1^  Vour  ^&jot•ty'R  ail  vu^rx,  alike  in  tlieu-  coiidn<?t  of 
Kontii  Afrii'^  attain  since  1H95  apd  in  their  preparations  for  the  war  now 
prucoeiHn'r. ' "  —{L'trd  Ednvjnd FitzmauHfe.) 

-Question  agwn  proposed,  "  That  thoae  wonls  be  there  added." 

Debate  resumetl : — 

Mr.  SteiYjLum  (Sufttil:,  ICy)  164       Mr.    h'lrhiiMn  {Affrdmi^ire, 

Vol  Milwanl  {irm  ind-shirr,  K.)  192 

Sfratfonl-on-JTfm)       ...  172       Ctl.  Bmokjuhl  {Su.^.o'.r,  1,'ifc)    ...  201 
Mr.  Ay^'fj/  lii'xfon  {Toirer  Sir  U.  T.  h'ti'i  {Jfunifric"  Hiiriffi!')  306 

Wunkts,  Fophr)        ...  178       The  Umftr  Si-rret'iri/ of  Sfiit^  for 
Sir  A.  Arland-IftMxl  i'Somfr-  Fvrriga  Jjloirrt  {Mr.  Itruthick, 

sclfhirf,  jyelliiKjfoii)      ...  I8t*  Sttrrnj,  Gmldfoid)    218 

Motion  made,  an<l  Question,  "  That  the  dcljate  bo  adjourned  till  to-morrow  " 
(.Sir  C'harUa  I)ilkt)  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made  and  (Question  proposed,  '*  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 
{Mr.  A.  J.  Halfovr.) 

DlMCfHHION  :  - 

Sir  ./.  Kem'(tC'iif{Der"»tJwry  The  First  fj-r-l  of  thr  Trnwiry 

Uonilon)    L>30         {Mr.  A.  J.  H-ilfotir,  Mamhcater, 

Mr.  Uryn  Jloberts  {Omwrnm-  A^.)    231 

«Air'*4  fii^w*)    "30      Sir   U.    t'unqMI  ■  Iiaiinrrfnm 


Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 


{Stiilinu  JiHr;ihy)    232 

lloHMe  ailjtwmeil  at  half-jmct  Five  of  the  cl»ok. 
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VistfX)rxT  Clifden— Petition  of  Thonuis  Charles  Agar  Uobartcs,  Viscount 
Clifilcn,  claiming  a  right  to  A  ote  at  the  olootions  of  Itopresentative  Peers 
for  Ireland ;  read,  and  i-eferrcd  to  the  Irf)rd  ChauccUor  to  uHiHidcr  and 
report  therenpon  to  the  Hoiise   28^ 

Earl  ok  MEXBOitnuiii  — Potition  of  John  Horatio,  Earl  of  MoxlKtroiigh, 
claiming  a  right  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peerit  for 
Ireland;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Lonl  Chancellor  to  consider  and 
report  thei-eupon  to  the  House   23.1 


Army  (YEOUANRY)-r-Yeonuuu-y  Training  Return,  1899    233 

Accidents  to  Rah^way  Sekvants  (Royal  Commission) —Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  accidents, 
fatal  and  non-fatal,  to  servants  of  railway  companies  and  of  truck  ownci-s. 
Part  3.    Minutes  of  evidence  and  appendices        ...        ...        ...        ...  233 

Irish  Land  Commission — I.  (Proceedings.)   Return  for  month  of  Xovemlwr, 

1A99.   II.  (Judicial  Rents.)   Return  for  the  month  of  Juno,  1899       ...  233 

A»:rakl\n  Ol  trages  (Ireiaxd) — Return  for  the  quarter  emled  31st  Deceml>er, 

1899    233 

Evictions  (Ireland) — Retunt  of  evictions  in  Ireland  for  the  quarter  ended 

31st  December,  1899    ,   283 

Xi.\sD  Law  (Ireland)  Act,  1887  (Eviction  Notices)  -Iteturn  of  the  num- 
ber of  eviction  notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended  31ftt  Decemljer,  1899  234 

Trade  Reports  (1900)— Annual  Series,  Xo.  2377.   China  (Hangchow). 

Presented  [by  Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    234 

FoREioN  Ji'RisDiCTiON  AcT,  1890—1.  Orders  in  Council,  dated  7th  October, 
1899—1.  "The  East  African  Order  in  Council,  1899."  2.  "The  Somali- 
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Japanese  Courts,  of  the  operation  of  the  Orders  in  Council  regidating  Her 
Majesty's  Consular  jurisdiction  in  Japan  as  from  4th  August,  1899. 
II.  OnWs  in  Council,  dated  27th  December,  1899—1.  "The  Ijafflw  Pro- 
tectorate Order  in  Council,  1899."  2.  "The  Northern  Nigeria  Order  in 
Council,  1899."  3.  "The  Southern  Nigeria  Order  in  Council,  1899." 
HI.  Order  in  Council,  dated  1 1  th  January,  1900—"  The  Somali  and  Brunei 
(Repeal)  Order  in  Co»mcil,  1900  "   234 

Merchant  SuiPPtN«  Act,  1894—1.  Order  in  Council,  dated  7th  Octo)>er, 
1899,  approving  certaui  pilotage  bye-laws  made  by  the  Cork  Harbcnir 
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extending  the  provisions  of  section  444  of  the  Merchant  Shij^ng  Act, 
1 894  (Load  Line)  to  India ;  (2)  approving  certain  bye-lairs  nuide  by  the 
Swansea  Harbour  Tnwtees;  (3)  approving  certain  pilotage  bye-laws  mafle 
by  the  Barry  Pilotage  Board.  III.  Orders  in  Council,  dated  27th 
December,  1899 — (1)  approving  certain  pilotage  bye-laws  made  by  the 
B^fiut  Harbour  Commissioners ;  (2)  applying  certain  pilotage  bye-laws 
made  by  the  Corporation  of  Trinity  House  234 
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IiAND  Trassker  Act,  1897  -  Order  in  Council,  dated  28th  Xovemlwr,  1899, 
postponing  the  operation  of  the  Jiiincl  Transfer  Oivler  in  Cnuticil  of  18lfa 
July,  1898,  ill  certain  portions  of  the  comity  of  I^ndou   2d2 

CiorERNUEKT  o>'  INDIA  ACT,  185A— OrttdT  in  Council,  dated  28th  November, 
1899,  aj^proWng  a  statement  of  new  and  ret'ised  appointments,  alterations 
of  wUarios,  and  alvoliticui  of  appointment  in  the  catabUdmient  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  in  Council    235 

SlTREME  CorHT  OF  Ji  DlCATl  RK  AcT  (Irkkand),  1877— Orders  in  Council — 
I.  Giving  effect  to  Kules  of  Court  (Bankruptcy) ;  11.  Amending  Oi-der  of 
25th  February,  1885,  rearranging  the  circuits  in  Ireland ;  III.  Giving 
effect  to  K11I014  of  Court  under  the  T»Gal  Goreniment  (Applications  ^ 
Enactments)  Order,  1898   235 

Wixtkr  Assizes  (Ikeland) — Four  Orders  in  Conncil,  dated  Ist  November, 

1899,  for  holding  winter  assizes  in  Ireland     23S 

iNGnRiATC  Retkeats  (Ri'LEH  AS  1*0  MAMAfUtMENT) — Bc^^ulatious  and  Ordem 
made  with  the  approval  of  the  Secretar}*  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment, for  the  domestic  nianagemcnt  of  the  Buntingfonl  Houtto  Kctrent, 
Hertfordahire,  lieenswl  as  a  retreat  umler  tho  Inebriates  Acts,  1879  X*>  1890  233 

IjflHTHOrsKs,  &c.  (IjOt'AL  INSPECTIONS)— Reports  to  Board  of  Trade  by  the 
Trinity  House  of  Dcptford  Strond  ^nd  tho  Commissioners  of  Northern 
Lighthousios  of  their  uispeetion  of  local  lighthouses,  buoys,  and  lieacons  . . ,  235 

Bank  of  Enolasd— 1.  Annual  Accounts  of  Kxchequer  Bills  and  other 
Oovornniont  socuritica  purchased.  II.  Return  of  the  amount  of  note* 
issued  more  than  forty  years  which  have  not  been  proscnte*!  for  payment, 
and  which  have  been  MTitten  off  from  the  total  amount  of  not-es  issued 
from  tho  Issue  Department  of  the  Buik  of  England    236 

Church  Temporalities  (Irei..\ni>) — Keport  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  upon  the  account  of  the  Irish  Land  Commission  in  respect  of 
Church  Temporalitios  in  Iroland,  for  the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1899 ; 
t-ogether  with  the  Account  for  the  a1>ovo  period,  and  that  from  26th  Julv, 
18(i9  (the  date  of  the  Irish  Church  Act)  to  Slst  March,  1899     ...  236 

Bi'iu>iNO  Societies — Fifth  Annual  KewMt  by  the  Chief  Kc^stcar  of  Friendly 
Societies  of  the  proceedings  the  negistrars  under  th«  Building  Societies 
Acts    236 

SuPERANNU.\TiON — Treasury  Minute,  dated  21st  Novemljer,  1899,  granting  a 
reduced  retired  allowance  to  Mr.  Patrick  Quinlivan,  excise  officer,  Dublin 
collection,  in  the  service  of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Kevonuo,  under 
Section  2  of  the  Superannuation  Act,  1887      236 

Di'cnv  OF  Cornwall — Account  of  receipts  and  disbiuwjnients  for  the  vear 

ended  31rt  l>ecemlK5r,  1899    236 

Greek  Ix>an.-- Annual  Account  for  1B99    236 

SAnwNlAN  Loan— Annual  Account  for  18fl9.  I^id  before  the  House  [punuant 

to  Act],  and  ortlered  to  li«  on  the  Table   236 
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Marqwm  of  Snlis^m-y)...  337 


Mb.  Jurtice  Grantham  and  Tif g  Dean  of  Durham.— Question : — 
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Maurice  Healy  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury   2SH 

Irish  Lcx  al  Government  Election  Petitions   Question,  Mr.  IMHon; 

Answer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour  'laW 

Irish  Local  Government  Orders— Question,  Mr.  Maurice  Hcalv  ;  Answer, 

Ml-.  G.  W.  Balfour   *   -m 

Irlsh  DrsTKKT  Gounciliahw'   Disyi'ALiFiuATiONS  -Question,  Mr.  Power 

(Waterfortl  E.) ,  Answer,  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour    I'Sy 

Irish  Agricultuhal  Grants    Question,  Capt.  Doneian  ;  Answer,  .Mr.  G.  \V. 

Balfour   290 

KoAD  Maintknanck  i\  IitKLANiv-  Questions,  Capt.  Donolai*,   .Mr,   Flynn  ; 

Answens  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour   m 

HelioioI's  Convictions  of  Iiii.sn  Jvdoes  -Question,  Mr.  Dalv  ;  Answer,  Mr. 

G.  W.  Balfour     291 

Irkh  Probate  Duty  -  Question,  .Mr.  Tully  (Leitrim,  S.) ;  Answer,  .Mr. 

W.  Balfour    iOi' 

Inter.mediatr  Educ.vtion  in  Iremnd   Question,  Mr.  Field ;  Answer,  Mr. 

G.  "W.  Balfour  UDi' 

Irklanii  and  the  Alia>tmknts  Act -Question,  Mr.  Field;  Answer,  iMr. 

G.  W.  Balfmir   29:1 

Codification  of  Irish  Statutf^s — Question,  Mr.  Maurice  >Iealy ;  Answer, 

Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour   2'J;J 

Judicial  Kents  is  Irei„vni>^  Question,  Mr.  Flavin;  Anstver,  .Mr.  G.  W. 

Balfour      29;( 

IiasH  GoLii  0KNA5IKSTS — Question, H5r  T.  G.  Esmonde  (Kerry,  W.)  ;  Answer, 

.Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour   LM):l 

Church  Dlscii'LINK  -Queation.  .Mr.  Warner;  Answer,  Mr.  A  J.  Jialfoiu-    ...  2H.*J 


HesiUNATiON  of  the  Clerk  ok  the  Hoise — Vote  of  Thanks  to  Sir  K. 
Pauzrave. 

The  First  Lfnd  of  thf  Treimiiff  {Mr.  A.  J.  JUiffour,  Mttwhculer^  K.)  . . .  29."* 
A'lV  H.  CtimpbeH-BtinttermiH  {SHrliHg  Burt/lix)  ... 

Resolved,  nettdw  conirtftlireRfe^  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  ro^uested  to  convey 
to  Sir  K^iuiid  Francia  Douce  Palgrave,  K.C.K,  on  his  retirement  from 
the  office  of  Clerk  of  this  House,  the  assuruico  of  its  sincere  appreciatiou 
of  the  valuable  aid  it  has  derived  from  his  intimate  acf|uitiiitHncc  with  tho 
law  and  custom  of  Parliament,  acquired  during  ujjwards  of  forty-six  yean* 
of  devoted  service  in  different  offices,  of  which  thirty-one  have  been  p;ujsi'(i 
at  the  Table,  where  his  accurate  knowledge  and  ready  advice  have 
rendered  constant  assistance  to  the  Hotise  ana  iu  Members  in  the  conduct 
of  its  ever-increasing  husincs^t.-  -{Mr.  J.  J.  Htil/vvr.) 
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PUBLIC  BUSIXESS, 

Address  in  Answer  to  Her  Majesty's  most  Gracious  Speech. — [Third 
Dny's  Debate.] 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amendment  [30th 
Janiiaryj  to  Question  [30th  January],  "That  an  humble  Address  be 
presentwl  to  Her  Majesty,  as  f olloweth  :  — 

(jfdcmts  Sovereiijn, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  moat  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects  tbe  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Ureat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  Iwth  Houses  of  Parliament." 

{Captain  Piefptian.) 

And  which  Ameudment  was,  "  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
words— 


*  But  we  Immldy  express  our  re^p-et  at 
and  md^nieut  tlisiilayed  by  Your  Majesty' 

Sontli  AMcan  tinairs  nince  1895  and  in  their  preporationB  for  the  war  now 
procewling."'-  {Lord  Ec/moitd  FUzinaunn:) 


the  want  of  knowled^,  foresight, 
8  Hilvisers,  alike  in  tlietr  ronduvi  of 


Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Debate  resumed: — 

Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Otmcester-  Mr.  Philipps  (Femlnvke)        . . .  349 

shire.  Forest  of  Dean)   . . .  296      Mr.   Vicary  Gibbs  {Herts^  St. 

The  Viuter  Secretary  of  State  Albans)    355 

for  IFiir  (Mr.  Jf'yndham,  ■  Mr.  MauU  {PJymotith)   ."(Gl 

Dover)   316       Mr.  Barlhij  {hliitfjlon,  .V.)     ...  367 

Mr.  J rndtf-Fori^er  ( Belfast,  Sir  Edward  (hey  (Xorthmidier- 

//'.)   ...  "  343  land,  Berwick)    373 

Motion  made,  and.  Question  proposed,  "That  the  debate  be  now 
iidjoiimed." — (Mr.  Lahmckere.) 

Discussion  :— 

The  First  Lordofthe  Treasury  Sir    H.     Campbell- Banwrman 

(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  A/ah-  (SiirliMg  Burghs)    391 

Chester,  E.)    391       Mr.  Stuart (Shor»/itdt,  Hosdon)...  392 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided — Ayes,  135;  Noes,  \  '>'i.    (Division  List  No.  2.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  those  words  be  there  added.'' 

Sir  Forfescue  Flannery  (Ym-ksh^e,  Shiphy)   392 

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to*morrow. 

Adjourned  at  one  minute  after  Tn-clve  of  the  clock. 
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LORDS:  FKIDAY,  FEBRUARY  2nd  1900. 


Roll  of  hie  Lords 


401 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  dr. 


Si'PERASNi'ATiON — Treasury  Minutes  deelaring  that  the  under-nientioiied  per- 
sons were  appointed  to  the  offices  set  against  their  names  without  a 
Civil  Service  certificate  through  inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  heads 
of  their  departments,  namely  : — I.  John  Brooks,  enmneman,  Post  Office, 
London,  Post  Office  Department,  30th  April,  1859.  IL  Joseph  Hill,  shell 
moulder.  Royal  Laboratory,  War  Office  Department,  26th  May,  1859.  IIL 
Mariainia  Prince,  postmistress,  Bridport,  Post  Office  Department,  11th 
January,  1865.  iV.  Bryan  McDonald,  rural  postman,  Carrick-on-Suir, 
Post  Office  Department,  23rd  April,  1R75.  V.  William  Cleaver,  postman, 
Bath,  Post  Office  Department,  24th  July,  1876.  VL  George  William  Sea- 
borne, postmaster,  Shoreham,  Post  Office  Department,  18th  December, 
1877.  ViL  James  Simpson,  postmaster,  Alnwick,  Post  Office  Department, 
25th  June,  1873    401 

Friendly  Societies  , (Industrial  and  Provident  Societies  and  Trade 

XTxiONS) Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  for  1899  401 

Loan  Societies  -  Alistract  of  accounts  of  loan  societies  in  England  and  Wales 
to  31st  December,  1898,  furnished  to  the  Central  Office  for  the  Registry  of 
Friendly  Societies.  Laid  before  the  House  [pursuant  to  Act],  ami  onlered 
to  lie  on  the  Talile   401 

Land  Oharges  Bill  [Lords] — A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  relating  to  charges  on 
land  to  matters  counected  therewith — Was  presented  by  the  j^ord  Chan- 
cellor ;  read  the  first  time,  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  4.)    402 

Standing  Orders  Cohhiitee-— Appointed :  The  Lords  following  with  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  wore  named  of  the  Committee — Duke  of  Bed- 

f(H'd  :  Duke  of  MiirlboroiiLfh  ;  Dnke  of  Northumherlaiid  ;  Marquess  of 
l^n.s<l()\vnc ;  I'^irl  Derby;  r^rl  Denbigh  ;  l-^rl  Chesterfield  ;  l-^rl  Jersey; 
I-^irl  l^aiideriialr  ;  T'^rl  Waldegi'ave  :  I'iarl  Cadogan  ;  I'liirl  Bclnmn' :  f^rl 
Han-owby  :  Earl  Amherst  :  Campcnlown  ;  I-^rl  do  .Montalt ;  Hiu-1 

Ciirrington  ;  Knr\  Crewe  ;  \'iscount  Sidniouth  ;  Viscount  Kmitsforci  :  Lord 
Hopotoun  (PZiirl  Hopetuun)  (Lord  Chamberlain) ;  \tort\  Clinton  :  Lonl 
Zouchc  of  Haryngworth  ;  Lord  Balfour  :  Lord  B<jyle  (Eiirl  nf  Cnrk  and 
Orrery);  Lord  Ribblesdale ;  Lord  Churchill;  Lord  Colchester;  J^onl 
Wigaii  (Earl  Crawford) ;  Lord  I'oltimore ;  Lord  Kintore  (Earl  Kintore) ; 
Lord  Belper ;  Lord  Brougham  and  Yaux ;  Lord  Feimanagh  (Earl 
Erne) ;  Lord  Sudley  (Earl  Arran) ;  Lord  de  Vesei  (Viscount  de  Vesci) ; 
Lord  Herries ;  Lord  Monkswell;  Lord  Colville  of  Cnlross  ;  Lord  Welby. 
All  Petitions  relating  to  Standing  Orders  which  shall  be  presented  during 
the  present  Session  referred  to  the  Committee  nnless  othenvise  ordered  . . .  402 

Rt.\ni)1No  Committek— Ordered,  That  a  Standing  Committee  Ikj  appointe<l 
for  the  consideration  of  such  Public  Bills  as  may  l>e  committed  to  it  by  the 
House  403 

Committee  of  Selection  for  thk  Standin<i  Committee  Appointed : 
The  Lords  following,  with  the  Chairman  nf  Committees,  were  named 
of  the  Committee  :  Earl  Cowpei^  Earl  Stanhope,  Earl  Waldegrave,  Lord 
Balfour,  l^rd  Boyle  (Earl  of  Cork  and  Orrery),  Lord  Kibblcsdili',  LonI 
Kintore  (Earl  of  Kintoiv),  Ijord  Colville  of  Cnlross    403 
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House  of  Lori>s  Offices — Select  Committee  appointed :  The  Lords  following, 
with  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Lord  President,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  and 
the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were  named  of  the  Committee : — Duke  of 
Kichmopd,  Duke  of  Northiunberland,  Maitiuess  of  Salisbury,  Marquess 
of  Ripon,  Marquess  of  Breadal)>ane,  Earl  Chesterfield,  Earl  Waldegravt^ 
Earl  Mount  Edgcumlw,  l-^rl  Belmore,  Earl  HaiTOwby,  Earl  Cawdor, 
Earl  Camperdown,  Earl  Kimberley,  Earl  do  Montalt,  Earl  Cranbrook, 
Earl  Aneaster,  Viscount  Peel,  Viscoimt  Knutaford,  Lord  Hopetouii 
(Earl  Htipetoun)  (Loixl  Chamberlain),  IjOixI  Balfoui",  Loitl  IJoyle  (Earl 
of  Cork  and  Orrery),  Lord  Kibblesdale,  Lord  Chuixihill,  Lord  Colchester, 
Lord  Itosebery  (Earl  Koselwry),  Lord  Bclper,  Lord  liowton,  Lord 
Tweedmouth,  Lord  Colville  of  CiUross,  Lord  Macnaghten,  Lord  Wdby. 
The  Committee  to  meet  on  Friday  next,  at  lialf  past  three  o'clock        . . .  403 

CoMMlTTKE  OF  SELECTION — The  Lords  following,  viz. :  -likrl  of  Chestei-field, 
Earl  AValdegrave,  Lord  Ribblesdale,  Lord  Colville  of  Culross,  with  the 
Chairman  of  Committees,  were  appoint€d  a  Committee  to  select  and 
propose  tu  the  House  the  names  of  the  Five  Lords  to  form  a  Select 
Committee  for  the  consideration  of  each  opposed  Private  Bill    404 


\QUEST10X. 

South  African  War— Mai's  axu  Surveys  -Question,    Lord  Saltomi ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  AVar  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  ...  404 

House  niljunmvd  at  a  (Quarter  bufurv  Five  of  the  Clock. 
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PETITIOKH. 

Government  Property  (Exemption  from  Rateh)- -Petition  from  Lambeth 

for  alteration  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   407 

Inkbrutks  Acts,  1879  to  1899— Petition  from  Mowton  for  altei-ation  of 

Law  J  to  lie  upon  the  Table   ...  407 

Rating  of  Woodlands — Petition  from  Hartlepool  fur altcM-ntion  of  Law;  to 

lie  upon  the  Table   407 

Sal«  of  Xutozicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill-  Petitions  in  fuvuur  fro:.i 

Trimley,  Ifnindcston,  and  Knoddishall ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    408 


nETVJtys,  KEPoitj's,  Err. 

Land  T{tAN&FER  Act,  1897— Paper  [ presented  let  Febmaryl  to  be  printed. 

[No.  29.]    ...       ..       ...  408 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  SERiEb)— Copy  presented,— of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Repoi'ts,  Annual  Series,  No.  2377  [hv  Command]  :  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   *  408 
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Papers  Laid  upon  thk  Table  by  the  Clerk  of  the  House— 1.  Friendly 
Societies,  Workmen's  Compensation  Schemes,  Industrial  and  Piwident 
Societies,  and  Trade  Unions.— Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  for  the 
year  ending  Slat  December,  1899  [bj  Act];  to  be  printed.  [No.  .tO.l 
2.  Loan  Societies. —Abstract  of  Accounts  of  Loan  Societies  in  Englanct 
and  Wales  to  Slst  I>ecember,  189H,  furnished  to  the  Central  Office  for 
the  Registry  of  Friendly  Societies  [l)y  Act]  ...       ...       ...       ...  408 

AuioiTKNMKNT.  -Kesolved,  That  this  House,  at  its  rismg  this  day,  do  adjourn 

till  Monday  next.    {Sir  WillMm  iriibwuf)  408 

Xfjfr  hills: 

BoiLEUs  Kbuistration  ANi>  INSPECTION — Bill  to  provide  for  the  iiegistru- 
tion  and  Inspeccion  of  Boilers,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Fenwick, 
Mr.  John  Wuson  (Durham),  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  William  Allan,  Mr.  J.  Samuel, 
Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  and  llr.  Provand   408 

Boilers  Beffistration  and  Inspection  Bill     To  provide  for  the  Registra- 
tion and  Inspection  of  Boilers,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
rcm\  a  second  time  upon  Wotlnesdav,  7th  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  1.]  ."   408 

Sunday  ClosiS(J  (Moxmouthshike)  — Bill  to  extend  to  and  include  Mon- 
mouthshire in  the  Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act,  1881,  ordei-ed  to  be 
brought  in  hy  Mr.  Spicer,  Sir  A\'illiam  Harcourt,  Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
txcorge,  and  Mr.  Herlwrt  Roberts    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  409 

Snnday  Closing  (Monmonthshire)  Bill  To  extend  to  and  include  Mon- 
mouthshire ui  the  Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act,  1881,"  prcsentoil,  and  mv\ 
the  first  time  :  to  be  r^  a  second  time  upon  ^Vednesday,  14th  March, 
and  to  I»e  printotl.    [Bill  2.]  !    409 

Mkbchant  SHIPPIX41  (Liability  of  SHiPOWNERs)~Bill  to  amend  the  Mer- 
chant Shipping  Act  with  respect  to  the  Liability  of  Shipowners,  ordered 
to  l»e  brought  in  by  Sir  Donald  Currie,  Mr.  Charles  M'Arthur,  Sir  Francis 
£\  ans,  Mr.  Warr,  Sir  Charles  Cayzer,  Colonel  Denny,  Sir  John  Lcng,  and 
Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence   109 

Herchant  Shipping  (laability  of  Shipowners)  Bill—'*  To  amend  the 
Merchant  Shippuig  Act  with  respect  to  the  Liability  of  Shipowners," 
presented,  and  reaa  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednes- 
<lay,  2l8t  March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  3.]   409 

WoitK.«EN's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Amendment —Bill  to  amend  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Colonel 
Chaloner,  Mr.  (ikiulding.  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Sir.  H.  S.  Foster, 
Mr.  Stnitt,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Carlile,  and  Sir  Cameron  Gull   409 

Workmen's  Oompensation  Act  (1897)  Amendment  Bill— "Tu  amend  the 
^^'o^kmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  '  pi-eseiitod,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  bo  read  a  suooud  time  upon  Wcdaoadav,  4th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  4.]     ...  109 

Corporal  Pt'NisusiEirr — Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Corporal  Punish- 
ment, ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Wharton,  Sir  John  Dorington, 
Mr.  Hidaey,  Sir  Mark  Stewart,  Mr.  Jeffreys,  and  Sir  John  William 
Maclure   409 
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Corporal  Punishment  Bill— "Tu  amend  'the  I^w  relntiug  to  Coi-poral 
Tiuiishnient,"  presented,  aiul  read  the  first  time;  to  be  i-ead  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  38th  March,  and  to  l>o  printed.   [Bill  6.]  ...  410 

Mines  (Ek;ht  Houiis)-  Bill  to  i-estrict  the  huura  of  IhIkjut  in  Mines  to  Eight 
Hours  a  day  from  Imiik  to  iKiiik,  ordtTcd  to  be  bnmght  in  by  Mr.  Herlwrt 
Lewis,  Mr.  "William  Ahnthani,  Mr.  Thoma-s  lliiyley,  Mr.  Bim^Il,  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Jjicoby,  Colonel  Mellor,  Mr.  l^iclcMtl,  Mr.  Kniest 
Spencer,  Sir  Alliert  liollit,  Mr.  Woods,  and  Mr.  Yoxall    410 

Mines  (Eirht  Hours)  Bill— "To  restrict  the  hours  of  labour  in  Mines  to 
Eight  Hours  a  day  from  Iwiik  tn  liank,"  prcseutetl,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  ujmii  Wediicstlav,  2><th  Eebniarv,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  6.]   '   ...  410 

Beer  Retaileiw'  and  Spirit  Growers'  Licences  (Ireland)— Bill  to  amend 
the  laws  relating  to  Beer  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  licences  in 
Irolantl,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Campbell,  Mr.  Samuel 
Young,  Mr.  Chmcy,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and  Mr.  William  Moore   410 

Beer  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland)  Bill- -"To 
ameud  the  laws  relating  to  Mcer  Ketjiilei-s'  aTid  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  in 
Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  :  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  11th  April,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  7.]    410 

.MlDWiVF-s — Bill  Ut  secure  the  htitter  training  of  Midwives,  and  to  regulate 
their  practice,  ordered  to  lie  brought  in  by  Mr.  Tatton  Egerton,  Sir 
William  Hart  Dyke,  Mr.  Schwann,.Mr.  Hazell,  Mr.  Heywood  Johnstone, 
Mr.  Bonsor,  Mr.  Flower,  and  Mr.  Tennunt  410 

HidwivOB  Bill  — "  To  secure  the  better  training  of  midwives,  and  to  regulate 
their  practice,"  presented,  and  i-ead  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  HiKiniAVcdnesday,  2Hth  Feliniary.  and  to  l>c  printed.    [Bill  ...  U(t 

Wui:kmkn*s  Cumi'E.nkation  A<t(Is;»7)  Amknumknt  (Xo.  2)  - Bill  to  amend 
the  W  orkmen's  Compensation  Act,  18!)?,  ordered  to  Iks  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  (roulding,  Colonel  Chaloncr,  LonI  Wilhmghby  (fe  Eresby, 
Mr.  Harry  Foster,  Mr.  Stnitt,  Sir  Cameron  (iull,  and  Mr.  Carlile         ...    41 1 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Amendment  (No.' 2)  Bill— To 

amend  the  Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  he  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  S-lth  April,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  9-]  411 

KfrXiiKTKA  rioN  OF  Fthm.s  -Bill  for  the  Registration  of  Fii-ms,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  P^mmott,  Mr.  Monk,  Mr.  Oldmyd,  Sir  James  Rankin, 
and  Mr.  Philip  Sunhopc   411 

Registration  of  Firms  Bill—'*  For  the  Registration  of  Fiime,"  presented 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  I«  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
2nd  May,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  10.]   411 

Evicted  Tenants  (IRELAND)--Bill  for  the  restoration  to  their  holdingn  of 
certain  Evicted  Tenants  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Crean,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and  Mr.  Patrick 
Aloysius  .M'Hugh    ...  Ill 
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ETicted  Tenants  (Ireland)  Bill—'*  For  the  restoration  to  their  holdings  of 
certain  Evicted  Tenants  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wodiiesdav,  2}8t  February,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  11.]  !  '    411 

Sale  of  Istoxicatisg  LigroRS  on  Si  xday — Bill  to  prohibit  the  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Robert 
Ciimei-oii,  Mr.  Charles  Wilson,  Mr.  IVi-ks,  Sir  Kdward  Gdnrley,  Mr. 
Pickaixl,  Mr.  Cumpton  Uickett,  Mr.  Firbank,  Sir  Frederick  Mappin,  Mr. 
John  Wilson  (Mid  Durham),  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  Woods,  and  Mr.  Bainbridge    41 1 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill — "  To  prohibit  the  sale  of 
Into.xicating  Liepiors  on  Sunday,''  jjrcsented,  and  read  the  fii-st  time;  to 
Ik)  road  a  second  time  npon  Wediiestlav,  11th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  12.}   •   413 

Local  Government  (Scotland)— Bill  to  make  further  provision  for  Local 
Government  in  Counties  in  Scotland  :  and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to 
Iw  brought  in  by  Mr.  Nicol,  Mr.  Hozier,  Captain  Sinclair,  Sir  Mark 
Stevrart,  Mr.  C'ofvillo,  and  Sir  Thomas  Gilwou  Carraichael   413 

I«OCal  GOTemment  (Scotland)  Bill  To  make  further  provi-slon  for  Local 
Government  in  Counties  in  Scotland ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  presented, 
and  read  the  fijst  time  ;  to  be  re;ul  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th 
March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  KJ.]   412 

WoUKMKNS  CuMI'KNSATiaN  .\(T  (ItiUT)  K.VTKNSII iN  Bill  tu  rXleild  llio 
Iwnelits  of  the  ^Wirknieii's  Citni|)e]isation  Act,  1897.  to  agricultural 
labourers,  ordered  to  be  brought  iu  by  Mr.  Harry  Foster,  ilw  Uouldiug, 
A[r.  Stnitt,  Lord  AVillonghbv  de  Eresbv,  Colonel  Chaloner,  Sir  Cameron 
Gull,  Mr.  Carlile,  and  Mr.  G'ilcs      ...  '    413 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  (1897)  Extension  Bill—*'  Tt>  extend  the 
benefits  of  the  Workmeti's  Compensation  Act,  1H97,  to  agricultural 
lalwurei-s,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  titnc 
upon  Wetlne«day,  iJlst  Mareli,  and  to  be  ]>rintcd.    [Hill  It,]       ...        ...  112 

Outdoor  Kei.ikk  (Fkikmh.v  Sut;ii-:Tih>;)  -Jtill  amend  tlir  Oudloor  Kelief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  K'^y  1,  and  U}  relie\c  menibers  of  Fiieudly 
Societies  of  certain  disqualitiL-atinud  arising  from  tlie  receipt  of  temporary 
outdoor  relief,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  (lalhiway,  Mr.  Birrell, 
Mr.  Arthur  Morton,  and  Mr.  Holland   412 

Outdoor  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill  "  To  am-jnd  the  Outdoor  Relief 

(FricuiUy  Societies)  .\ct,  ISOl.  and  to  relieve  nu'mbcrs  of  Friendly 
Societies  of  certain  disijualilications  aiising  from  the  receipt  of  temporary 
out<loor  relief,"  presented,  and  read  thcr  lir.'^t  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  7th  March,  and  to  he  printed.    [Bill  15."!   413 

Coi'NTY  AND  BoKortiii  Fi!AXCiiifiK  A.ssiMiLATiuN  (Lundcin)  Bill  to  assimiliitc 
the  County  Council  and  Borough  Council  Franchise  in  Londoti,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Loder,  Mr.  Whitmore,  Mr.  Goulding,  Mr.  Boulnois, 
Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  Nfr.  John  Burns.  Captain  Jessel,  and  Sir  Groorgo 
Fardell  413 

Counter  and  Borough  Francliise  Assimilation  (London)  Bill  To 

assimilate  the  Comity  Council  and  Borough  Council  tVaiichise  in  London." 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  :  to  be  read  a  Recnnd  time  upon 
Wednesday,  9th  May.  and  to  l»e  printed.    [Bill  Ki.]    413 
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Cheap  Trains— Bill  to  amend  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1883,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Schwann,  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  Woods,  Mr.  William 
Whiteley,  Mr.  John  Burns,  and  Sir  Frederick  Dixun-Hartlmid    413 

0h6ap  Trains  Bill — "To  amend  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  18S3,"'  presented,  and 
i*cad  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  16th  May, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  17.]   *    4l:t 

Local  Govkrnment  (Ireland)  Acjt  (isyn)  Amkndmknt  Bill  to  anu'nd  the 
Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  189S,  orderofl  to  lie  Immght  in  by  Mr. 
Ttilley,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  M.  HeaU-, 
ilr.  Patrick  AJoysius  M'Hugh,  .Mr.  Daly,  and  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien       .*. .  413 

Local  Ctovemment  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amendment  Bill- Tu  ameiKl 
the  Ixx»l  Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  reatl  a  second  time  upon  Wetlnesdav,  14th  Februarv,  and  tfl 
beprintefl.    [Bill  18.]    '   .'   4l:t 

London  MiMuii'ALiTii'ii  (Womkn's  DisABiLrnE!>)  Removal)-  Bill  to  ameml 
the  Loudon  Government  Act,  1899,  in  respect  of  the  eligibility  of 
women  as  Councillors  and  Aldermen,  orderecl  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Lough,  ^Ir.  Courtney,  Mr.  Birrell,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Mr.  William 
Johnston,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr.  Yu.\all,  and  .Mr.  William  Jones  ...       ...  414 

London  Municipalities  (Women's  Disabilities  Removal)  Bill—"  To 

ameiKl  the  London  Government  Act,  1899,  in  respect  of  the  eligibility 
of  women  as  Councillors  and  Aldemien,"  presentetl  and  read  the  first 
time  :  to  be  read  a  second  time  ni)oii  A\'ciliius(lav.  2.*!nl  .May,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  19.]   ...  ...  414 

Coal  Mines  Keollation  Acts  Amenusikst  Bill  to  amend  the  Coal  Mines 
Kegulation  Acts,  oixlered  to  bo  broiight  in  by  Mr.  Barlow,  Sir  Charles 
Dilke,  Mr.  William  Abraham,  Mr.  'fhomas  Biiylcy,  Sir  Walter  Foster, 
Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  Kandell,  Mr. 
Woods,  and  Mr.  Yoxall   411 

Goal  Mines  Regulation  Acts  Amendment  Bill-  "To  amend  the  Coal 

Mines  Regulation  Acts."  prestntcil,  and  Ti-ad  the  fii>t  time:  to  be  read  a 
second  time  uppn  Wednesday,  ^8th  March,  and  to  l>e  printed.    [Bill  20.]  41 

Street  Noises — Bill  to  control  and  regiUate  Stiwt  Noises,  onlei-ed  to  l»e 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Jaeoby,  .Mr.  Kadclitfe  Cook,  General  Goldsworthy,  Mr. 
Boulnois,  Mr.  Pierpoint,  Mr.  Diuicombe,  Sir  George  Fardell,  Mr.  Arnold- 
Forster,  Colonel  Sandys,  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Sidcbotham    414 

Street  Noises  Bill — "  To  control  and  regulate  Street  Noises,"  presented,  and 
i-ead  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  30th  Mav, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  21.]   414 

Pl'BLic  Houses  (Scotland)  L.\tek  Opening— Bill  to  amend  the  Licensing 
(Scotland)  Act,  1853,  ordered  to  Iw  brought  in  I)y  Colonel  Denny,  Mr. 
Hedderwick,  Sir  William  Arrol,  Mr.  Colville,  and  .Mr.  M'Killop   414 

Pnblic  Houses  (Scotland)  Later  Opening  Bill- "To  amend  the  Licens- 
ing (Scothuid)  Act,  1833,"  presented,  and  read  the  fii-st  time  ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th  March,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  22.]  415 

Ou>  AfiB  Pensions — Bill  to  confer  Pensions  upon  Aged  Persons,  ordered  to 
be  Inmight  in  by  Sir  Fortescue  Flannery,  Sir  James  Kankiu,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Bousfield,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Girlile,  and  Mr. 
Rothschild   41.> 
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Old  Age  Pensions  Bill — "  To  confer  Pensions  upon  Aged  Persons,"  pre- 
sented, and  ro<i<l  the  fii-st  time  ;  to  he  read  a  second  time  upon  AVcdnesday, 
7th  March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  23.]  415 

Fire  Brigades — Bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  Fire  Brigade-i  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  therewith,  ordered  to  lie  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pym, 
Captain  Bowles,  Mr.  Mileolmj  Mr.  CUmeron,  and  Sir  George  Fardell     ...  415 


Fire  Brigades  Bill — "Tn  promotp  the  efficiency  of  Fire  Brigades  and  for 
other  purposes  eormectod  therewith,"  presented,  ami  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  16th  May,  and  to  he  printed. 
[BUI  24.]   415 

QCARRlRi  —Bill  to  appl}'  the  provisions  of  the  law  relating  to  the  weighing  of 
minerals  contracted  to  be  gotten  in  coal  and  ironstone  mines  to  certain 
(Quarries,  orderetl  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Alfred  Fease,  Mr.  John  Wilson, 
Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  Fenwick,  >Ir.  Joseph  Pease,  and  Mr.  Kichardson  416 

Quarries  Bill — "To  apply  the  provisions  of  the  relating  to  th?  M'eighing 
of  minerals  contracted  to  be  gotten  in  coal  and  ironstone  mines  to  certain 
Quarries,"  jH^ented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  tinie 
upon  Wedne.sday,  7th  March,  and  to  bo  printed.    [Bill  25.]       ...       ...    415  , 

Chi'im'H  Disciplinf;- -Bill  for  the  better  enforcement  of  Discipline  in  the 
Church  of  England,  orderetl  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  David  .Maclver,  Mr. 
Charles  M'Arthur,  Mr.  Houston,  and  Mr,  Mellor  ...        ...        ...        ...  415 

Church  Discipline  Bill — "  For  the  better  enforcement  of  Discipline  in  the 
Church  of  England,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  AN'ednestlay,  23rd  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  26,]  ...  416 

Imbetii.es  {Trainixc  TssTlTlTlONs) — Bill  to  exempt  from  poor  and  other 
local  rates  all  registered  Institutions  for  the  care,  training,  and  education 
of  Idiots  and  Imln'ciU',s,  ()r(b;red  to  be  brought  in  by  .Mr.  Tomlinson,  .Mr. 
l£(mnd,  Sir  John  Maehu  e,  Sii-  Frederick  Mappin,  Mr,  Allison,  Sir  William 
Honldsworth,  Colonel  Lockwofwl,  Mr,  Talbot,  and  Colonel  Foster         ,.,  416 

Imbeciles  (Training  Institutions)  Bill  -  ro  exempt  from  poor  and 
other  local  rate.-<  all  registered  Institutions  for  the  cai'e,  training,  and  edu- 
cation of  Idiots  and  Imbeciles,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  AVednesiUy,  2nd  May,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  27.]  416 

Bkrr  Kctailkrk*  Spirit  CtROcers'  Licescks  (Irruxii)  (No.  2)— Bill  to 
amend  the  law  s  relating  t<i  Boei-  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Gnwers'  Licences  in 
Ireland,  onlere<l  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  William  Moore,  Mr.  J.  H. 
CamplK'U.  Sir  James  Uaslctt.  and  Mr.  William  Johnsttm  ...        ...        ...  416 

Beer  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Orocers'  Licences  (Ireland)  (No.  2)  Bill  - 

'To  amend  the  laws  relating  tu  Heer  UL'tailers'  imd  Spirit  Grocers' 
Licences  in  Ireland,''  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Wednesdav,  7th  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  28.]    "  416 

Tkkasts  in  Towns  Impbovement  (Ireland)— Bill  for  improving  the 
condition  of  Tenants  in  Towns  in  Ireland,  orderol  to  be  brought  in 
bv  Mr.  Macftleese,  Mr.  T.  IX  Sullivan,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Patrick  OTJrien, 
)lr.  Hammond,  >lr.  Maurice  Healy,  Dr.  Commins,  anfl  Mr.  Field        ...  416 
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Tenants  in  Towns  Improvement  (Ireland)  Bill—"  For  improving  the 
condition  of  Tenants  in  Towns  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  4th  April, 
and  to  Iw  printed.    fBill  29.1   

KOMAN  Catholic  Disabilities  Krmoval-  -Bill  fen-  the  removal  of  certain 
Disabilities  affecting  Uomiui  Catholics  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Flavin,  -Mr.  Parnell,  Mr.  Dillon,  Captain 
Doiielan,  Mr.  John  Redmond,  Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  T.  M.  Heaty,  Mr. 
Jordan,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr.  MacNeill,  Sir  Thomas  Ks'monde, 
and  Mr.  Harrington ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  417 

Roman  Catholic  Disabilities  Removal  Bill  "  For  t1u>  i-cnioval  of 
certain  Disabilities  affecting  Roman  C'atholii's  in  (ireat  Britain  and 
Ireland,"  prescntetl,  and  read  the  first  time  :  to  lie  road  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  14th  March,  and  to  Ih'  pHntcd.    [Bill  30.]    417 

CoLONLVL  Marriaoks  (Dk<'KAski>  Wifk's  Sisteb) — Bill  to  amend  the  law 
as  to  marriage  contracted  in  the  Colonies  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Captain  Jessel,  Mr,  Kothschild,  (reneral 
I.Aurie,  Sir  William  Dunn,  Mr.  David  MacTvcr,  Mr.  William  .\I*Arthur. 
Sir  Lewis  M'lver,  5Ir.  Mellor,  and  Mr.  Kpicer     ...       ...       ...       ...  417 

Colonial  Marriages  (Deceased  Wife's  Sister)  Bill— "To  anu'ud  the 

law  as  to  marriage  contraetetl  in  the  Cohmies  with  a  deceaseil  wife's 
sister,"  presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  lie  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  21st  February,  and  to  l>e  printed.    [Bill  31.]  ...        ...  417 

CkIMINAL  ANT)    PROCEIHllK    (lUELAM))    ACT    (lf*S|)  KeI'EAL  Bill 

to  repeal  the  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr. 
Harrington,  and  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien    417 

Criminal  Law  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act  (1887)  Repeal  Bill  "To 

repeal  the  Criminal  I.aw  and  Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  ISS","'  presented 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  bo  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
25th  April,  and  to  be  printetl.    [Bill  32.]   417 

Sale  of  Istoxicatinu  LiciiORs  to  Childres-  -Bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  children,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by  Sir  Joseph 
Lecsc,  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Paultoii,  Mr.  Scott,  Sir  James  WotHlhmise, 
Sir  Mark  Stewart,  and  Mr.  William  John.son    418 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill—"  To  prevent  the  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Childn-n,"  presented,  ami  read  the  first  time; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  on  Wcdncsda}',  I6th  Mav,  and  to  Ikj  printed. 
[Bill  33.]   ■.    418 

Oi'T-DOOR  Relief  (Friendly  Sc.riETiE.s)  (No.  2)— Bill  to  amend  the  Out-door 
Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,  onlerod  to  !«  brought  in  hy  Mr. 
Strachey,  Sir  Albert  KolUt,  Sir  Samuel  Hoaro,  Mr.  Yoxail,  Mr.  Grant 
Jjawson,  Mr.  Holland,  and  Mr.  Thomas  Bayley   418 

Out-door  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  (No.  2)  Bill  "  To  amend  the  Out 

door  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  Act,  lSi)4,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesdav,  13th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  .34.]   *    18 
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Farliamentory  Franchise  (Extension  to  Women)  Bill  -"  For  extending 

the  Parliamentary  Franchise  to  Women,  '  proscnted,  and  read  the  first  time  ; 
to  he  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  35.]   418 

Town  Councils  (Scotland) — Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  the  election  and  proceedings  of  Town  Councils  in  Scotland,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Asher,  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell,  Mr.  Thomas  Shaw, 
l)r.  Clark,  Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Mr.  Cross,  Mr.  Gordon,  and  Mr.  Dewai'   ...  418 

Town  Oooncils  (Scotland)  KU  "To  consolidate  and  amend  the  T^w 
relating  to  the  election  and  proceedings  of  Town  Counctls  in  Scotland," 
presente<l,  and  ren<l  the  first  time  ;  to  !«•  read  a  secon<i  time  upon  Wetlnesdav, 
-Jlst  March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  ;tG.]   419 

Maxhooi>  SuffRjIgf,  (Ikelanu)  Bill  to  caUdilisli  ManhmMl  SuJfrage  in  Irclanil, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  FieUl,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healv,  ami 
Mr.  Clancy    "  '     ...  419 

Hanhood  8nflk«ge  (Ireland)  Bill  *'Tn  establish  Manhood  Suflfmge  in 
Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time :  to  be  reml  a  second  time  n{)on 
Wednesday,  28th  February,  and  to  he  print(«I.    [Bill  .*(7.]   419 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2) -  Bill  to  amend  and 
extend  the  Law  relating  to  the  prohibition  of  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Li<]uors  to  Children  ;  and  for  other  purposes  eonncctt-d  therewith,  ordered 
to  i»o  tirought  in  by  Mr.  SoutUir.  Sir  Kobei't  Kcid,  Sir  .lames  Haslctt,  Sir 
ThonuH  (Tiljson-l'amiichact,  Mr.  Herbert  J'ease,  Mr.  Whittaker,  Mr. 
HerlHTt  liolterts,  Mr,  Pmvand,  and  Mr.  Douglas   ...       ...       ...       ...  419 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  (No.  2)  Bill  "To  amend  and 

extend  the  law  relating  to  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of  intoxicatine; 
liquors   to   children ;   and   for   other   purposes   connecte<l  theiewith, 
preeented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Friday, 
9th  February,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  .tH.]    *..  419 

Af<  F-s.s  TO  MorsTAiN.s  (Scotland)  Bill  to  secure  access  for  the  public  to 
mountains  and  nuwrlands  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Brj'cp,  Dr.  Farquharstm,  Mr.  Asher,  >ir.  Thomas  Shaw,  Sir  John  Kinloch, 
and  Sir  Cameron  (liUl...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  419 
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Vi  ULK:  JirSIX£K% 

ADDRESS  IN  Ankweb  to  Heh  Majesty's  Most  Gracious  Sfkbch.-- 
[Fourth  Day's  Debate.] 

Order  reac!  for  resuming  adjourned  dclmtc  «n  Amoiiduiout  [.laiiuaiT 
30th]  to  Question  [January  30th],  "  That  au  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty  as  followeth 

Most  Oiwmm  Sorrmffit, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  must  thitifiil  aitd  loyal  subjects,  the  Cununinis  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  hiunhle  thanks  to  Your  JMajesty  for  the 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament. — Captain  Pretyman.) 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  tlie  enil  of  the  (Jiie?ition  to  iulil  the  \vo/(ls,  '  But  we  Innnbly  exprww  our 
rejn-et  iit  tlie  want  of  ktiowlwljie,  foresiffht,  and  jii(l<;iiiuiit  <lisjiliive<l  by  your 
Majesty 'h  ailviiterK  alike  in  their  roii<hict  of  South  Africiin  aflitirM  since  IK9.I  anil 
III  their  [trepamtionK  for  the  war  now  proroeding.' "— ( Aoj-rf  KftiHoiid  Fitznutnntv.) 

Question  again  proposctl,  "That  those  words  be  there  added." 

Deratk  resumed  :— 

Sir     Foriemip     FiauH^nt  Mr.   C.    P.  Sr^t  {Lnnra»hir6^ 

{Vorhkhf,  SItiplei/)  452    499 

Mi:  Ili'fy  {.llwrt/i-fii^  S.)  ...  4:")fi        Cohmfil     flluml'-ff  {Ijtnrnnhire, 

Tlf     >■?>.</     M  the  lure)   50.1 

.iiliiiiriiUy  {Mr.  (Innrlicn,  ('iip/aiii  Sinrlnir  {Forfar)         ...  505 

St.Omnfe,Jftiii(»rerS<jmri')  474       Major  Rn^rh  {E^sex,  S.E.)      ...  516 

*S'(V   JC'hcaitl  ('Utrke   {Pft/-  Mr.    Bri/n    lU^tertsi  {Camartnn- 

nmith)  '..  4S8  shire,' Eififoi)   518 

Sir    II.     Mfi/feii-Thotnimii  dohnH  Sotnuffrmn  {Armn^hy  .V.)  530 

(Sfajlhn/,  lian'/sin)rf/i)  ...  4!»r)       Mr.  Jiitrdf  {Fiff,  Jf.)  ...  543 

It  being  midnight,  the  Delmte  8ton<i  a<ljourne(l. 

Debate  to  Im>  resumed  on  Monday  next. 

SocTH  At'KKAN  Wak  -MEssAdH  FitoM  Mafkkin*;   54f* 

House  luljoumeil  at  one  ininnte  after  Twelve  of  the  clock. 


I/)K1>S:  MOXDAY,  5th  FEBRUARY  1900. 

IIor.sE  OF  LoKDs  Mam'sckipts  -The  Loi{nCHANCEi,rx)R  acquainted  the  House 
that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Calendar 
of  the  Manuscripts  of  the  Ho\i£c  of  Lords,  Volume  I.  (Xew  Series)  (in 
continuation  of  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission :  Fourteenth  Report. 
Appendix,  Part  VI.).    The  same  was  ordered  to  lie  printefl.    (No.  5.)  ...  549 

ItETritXS,  REPORTS,  «fr. 

Kdi  cation  (S(X>tlani))  Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 
in  Scotland,  dated  5th  February,  1900,  relati^■e  to  the  .Miimtc  of  the  18th 
May,  1899,  as  to  the  application  of  Article  21  and  Chapter  IX.  of  the 
Code  of  1899    549 
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Tk.U)E  KEi'uitTs  (MiscELLANEOrs  Skkiks)  No.  uL'l.  (Jeniijiiiy  (New 
Imperial  German  Mortgage  Bank  Law).  Presented  [by  Command],  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  549 

(Jexeral  Prisons  (Ireland)  Act,  1877 — Order  in  Council  approving  of  rule 
made  by  the  General  Prisons  Board,  in  pursuance  of  the  Fine  or  Imptison- 
ment  (Scotland  and  Ireland)  Act,  1899   049 

Pesal  SERvm  PE  Acts,  1853  to  1891  (Conditional  Licence)— Licence 
granted  hy  Her  ^[ajc8ty  to  Clara  Jane  Mason,  a  convict  nnder  detention 
in  Aylcflbury  Prison,  pcmiittine  the  said  f 'lara  Jane  Mason  to  be  at  large, 
on  condition  that  she  enter  uie  Ko^^l  Victoria  Home,  Horfield,  Bristol. 
Laid  before  the  Hoiise  [pursuant  to  Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  549 

Lunacy  Bill  [Ijords] — A  Bill  to  amend  the  Lunacy  Acts — Was  presented  hy 

the  Ijord  Chancellor ;  rearl  first  time ;  and  to  bo  printed.    (No.  6.)       ...  .549 

Isolation  Hospitals  (Amendment)  Bill  [Lords] -  A  Bill  to  amend  tho 
Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893 — A>'as  presented  hy  the  Earl  of  Lichfield ; 
n*ad  first  time  ;  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  7.)   550 

Soi  TH  African  War  -Contemplated  Military  Mbasi  rbs— 
Moved : — 

"  That  in  tlie  opinion  of  tlii*  HouMe  a  fall  Mtatement  as  to  the  military 
measures  M-hich  Her  Maje»<ty's  Government  have  in  contemplation  is  deearable 

at  the  earliest  nossiMe  monrent," — {The  Earl  of  Dunrarcii.) 

The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  {The  Marqitess  of  Lan^lowne)    ..,  ... 
Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  withdrawn. 

The  Irreaumr  Corps— Col.  Edis  and  the  Inspector-General  op 
Auxiliary  Forcbh. 

Discission  :  - 

The  Earl  of  Duurareu      ...    564      Xxffd  Maftksivell   ryQO 

TheMurqwsn  nf  JjamlmRe  556 

Coal  Scpply  for  National  Reqi'IREMENTS  —  Question,  The  Eari  of 

piiiiraven ;  Answer,  The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne  561 

Houtw  adjonmed  at  twenty  ra)m)te»  past  Five  of  the  clock. 


COMMON'S:  .MONDAY,  .-Jth  KEBUUARV  1900. 
PETJTIOXS. 

IxiCAL  Al'THOKITIEs'  Servants'  Sv  i'KRANNLATiON— Petition  fi-offl  (*«ventry, 

for  alteration  of  I^aw  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    562 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Ofaildren  Bill— Petition  from  Colnc,  in 

favour ;  to  He  upon  the  Table   562 

V  accination  Acts,  1867  to  1898 — Petition  from  Freebrid^  Lynn,  for 
alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ^63 
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AuMY  (Military  Savinvjs  Evnks)— Copy  proaented,— of  Statement  of  the 
Amount*  due  by  the  Public  to  Depositors  on  SUt  March,  1898,  ;ind  of 
the  Heceipts,  Interest,  and  Disbursements  during  the  year  ended  31st 
Mai-ch,  1899,  etc.  [by  Act];  to  He  upon  the  Tabic,  and  to  bo  printed. 
[No.  31.]        ...  '  5G2 

PitisoNs  (Irei..\ni)) — Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council  approving  of  a 
Ride  made  by  the  General  Prisons  Board  for  Ireland,  dated  the  9th  August, 
1 899,  in  pursuance  of  the  Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland) 
Act,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  5C2 

Penal  Servitude  Acts  (Conditional  Licence)— Copy  presented,— of 
Licence  granted  to  Clara  Jane  Mason,  a  convict  under  detention  in 
Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  bhe 
enter  the  Royal  Victoria  Home,  Horfield,  Bristol  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   563 

SoiTli  Africa — Copy  presented. — of  Notice  issuecl  by  the  High  Commissioner 
for  South  Africa,  on  26th  January,  1900,  relating  to  Forfeitures,  etc.,  of 
Property  situated  in  the  South  African  Kepublic  or  in  the  Orai^e  Free 
St4itc  declared  subsequently  to  10th  Octol»er,  1899  [by  Command]; .  to  lie 
upon  the  Table         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...    o(i3 

Saint  Lrt,'iA — Copy  presented, — of  Regulation  amending  Rule  '26'2  of  the 
PriKOii  Regulations  with  respect  to  Inten'icws  betu'ccii  Prisoners  auditing 
their  trial  and  their  Legal  Advisers  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...  50.'! 

Kiu'cATiON  (Scotland) — Copy  presented, — of  Minute  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated  .Oth  Feljniary,  1900,  relative  to 
the  Minute  of  18th  May,  1899,  as  to  the  uppUciition  of  Article  21  and 
C'hapter  IX.  of  the  Code  of  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...  r>fi:j 

Pai'kus  laid  vms  the  Table  by  the  Clerk  op  the  Hoi  sp:  -1.  Charitalih) 
Endowment  (liondon). — Further  Return  relative  thereto  [oitlere<l  2nd 
August,  189+  :        Stei'eHwn]  ;  to  be  printefL    [Xo.  .12.] 

2.  Church  Temporalities  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  tieneral  upon  the  Account  of  the  Irish  Land  Commission 
in  respect  of  Chim;h  Temporalities  in  Ireland  for  the  vear  ended  Slst 
March,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  be  printed.    [Xo.  3:J.] 

Irish  l^and  Commission  (Account). — Copy  of  Report  of  the  Comptroller 
and  Auditor  Greneral  upon  the  Account  of  the  Irish  Land  Commission  for 
the  year  ended  3l8t  March,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  Iw  printed.   [No.  34.] 

4.  Royal  University  of  Ireland.  -  Copy  of  Accounts  of  Receipts  and 
Expenditure  of  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland  for  the  vear  ended  3l8t 
March,  ]  899,  together  with  the  Reports  of  the  ComptroDcr  and  Auditor 
General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  Im?  printed.    [Xo.  35]        ...       ...       ...  RQS 

Xew  AVuit — For  Xottinghamshire  (Newark  Division)  in  the  room  of  Charles 
William  Sydney  Pierrepont,  commonly  called  Viscount  Newark,  now  Earl 
Manvers,  calleil  up  to  the  House  of  the  Peers.  —{Sir  WUlUm  ff'tUnrnd.)  ...  564 
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lllisH  Lou.\L  GovKUNMKST  K.VTE  AiJ^W.AXCKS    (^ncRtion,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy; 

Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson         ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  D8G 

Krkky  Land  ApPEAii* — Qnetttion,  Mr.  Finvin  ;  Answer,  >fr.  Atkinson       ...  HST 

Belf^tt  Union — Question,  Mr.  M'Cartan  (Down,  S.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson  587 

Small  Houshw  (AuyrisiTioN  of  Ownkrsiiii*)  Bill-  -Question,  Mr.  Anstin 

(Ijmerick,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson     ...       ...       ...       ,   r*88 

LlFlxiRi)  Coi  NTY  CoriiT  House    Question,  Mr.  Swift  Miu-Neill ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson     r>Hft 


llEMOV-iL  OF  InisH  Magwtkatis   Questions,  Mr.  Maiidoville  (Tipperai-y,  S.) 

and  Captain  Donelan  (Cork,  E.) ;  Answers,  Mr.  Wilkinson    5S9 

CoMiTi^iOiiY  HiRiN*;  OF  I*AXD~Q«estion,  Sir  Walter  Foster  (Derby,  Ilkeston) ; 
Answ  er,  The  President  of  the  Local  Government  Board  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)   590 


PUhUG  BimNESS. 

Ar>r)p.F--<s  IN  Answki:  to  Hku  Majesty's  Most  Oracioih  Speech — Fifth 
Day's  Debate. 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjounie<l  ])o))ato  on  Amendment  [^lOth 
January]  to  Question  [30th  January],  "That  an  humble  Address  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  as  followeth : — 

J/ftrf  Gmcimis  Suenvign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kin^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  t»oth  Houses  of  Parliament." 

(<  'iipfiihi  Prffifimin.) 

And  which  Amendment  w.ns 

"  At  the  end  of  the  tjuestion,  to  atitl  the  wordi*,  '  But  we  huiubly  exprens 
oar  regret  at  the  want  of  knowleilj^e,  foresight,  am)  jndgment  iHaplayed  l>y 
Your  Maiesty'is  adviser^  ahke  in  their  conduct  of  Soath  African  anairs  tinee 
1895  imd  in  their  iireparations  for  the  war  now  p^opeedit^r. ' " — (Lord  Edtmnd 
Fitzmauriee.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added," 
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Debate  resumed. 


TAHLK  nV  CONTKN'rs. 


Sir  William  Harcmrt  {Mon- 
moutfuhiret  fT.)   591 

The  Seeretartf  of  State  for  the 
Cohnies  (Mr.  J.  Chamher- 
Imn,  Birmingkiin,  jr.)...  609 

Mr,  Moulion  { CormmU, 
Latincestoii)      ...        ...  624 

ffenmd  Itumll  (Chiltetthain)  629 

Mi:  Atyrky-Jonfs  (I)nrhimy 
N.ir.)   6;12 


Mr.  MakolHt  {Suffolk,  Stow- 
markef)  

Mr.  ChantUnff  (ymihampf&n^ire, 
E.)   ...  '  

Captain  PhUlpoits  (Ihron,  Tor- 

'i''"!f)  

Mr.  DiUm  {Mti/o,  E.)  

Mr.  Vonrine.y  (t'oraicatl,  JiiMlnun) 
Mr.  Becketf    {York^ire,  X.IL, 


Whitbif) 
Serjeant  'llfiiiipliHl  {Tymif,  X.) 

Debate  further  adjourned  till  To-morrow. 

Adjournment — Motion  made  and  Question,  "That  this  House  do  now 
adjourn" — {Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjoaniwl  at  tliree  minuter  liefore  Twelve  of  tlie  plock. 


635 

6.38 

651 
654 
662 

671 
679 


LORDS  :   ITJESDAY,   6th   FEBKUARY  1900. 

RETUUNS,  JtEPOJlTS,  dr. 

Public  Accounts  and  Charges  Act,  1891— Treasury  minute,  dated  26th 
January,  1900,  directing,  in  pursuance  of  Section  2  (3)  cd  the  Public 
Accounts  and  Charges  Act,  1891,  that  where  any  sum  is  by  order  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  under  section  80  (2)  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898,  deducted  from  moneys  payable  from  the  Local  Tax- 
ation (Ireland)  Accoxuit  to  any  Council  in  respect  of  a  debt  due  from  such 
Council,  and  where  the  amount  due  from  the  Council  would,  if  paid  in 
oi-dinary  course,  have  been  applied  as  an  Appropriation-in-Aid  of  the  Vote 
for  the  Koyal  Irish  Constabiuaiy,  the  sum  deducted  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be 
similarly  applied  as  an  Appropnation-in-Aid  of  that  Vote   6«3 

Sl'PEltANSUATlox— Treasury  minut«,  dated  ."list  January,  1900,  dcchiring  that 
Samuel  Novitt,  viewer,  Royal  Small  Amis  Department,  AN'ar  Office  L^pait- 
ment,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil  Service  certificate  through  inaflver- 
tonce  on  the  part  of  the  head  of  the  department.  I^iid  Iteforu  the  House 
[pursuant  to  Act],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Talilc    085 

rETITIOX 

The  Vaccination  Acts- 

The  Lml  ChaiKellw  {The  Earl  of  Halsbury)  685 

Petition  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SouTii  African  War— tiie  Imperial  Yeomanry— Si  cgested  Appointment 
OF  Chaplains— 

*E(trl  Etfertm    686       *77*c  Sarftar^  of  State  for  War 

{The  Marquess  of  Lansdotene)  687 

The  Imperul  Yeomanry — Transport™ 

Viscoant  Gahcay         ...       ...    688       The  Marquess  of  Laimloicne     ...  689 

The  Earl  of  Cork    689 

]l<mM  adjimmed  at  a  iinarter  before  Five  of  the  clock. 
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COMMONS,  TUKSUAY.  Ctii  FEBKUAUY  1900. 

pitirATE  miL  nusixEss. 

Stanihsu  Okdkhs — Oi"derod,  that  the  >Select  Committee  on  Standiiiif  Ordei-s 
do  consist  of  Thirteen  Members  : — Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  William  Coddington, 
Mr.  John  Kdward  Ellis,  Sir  Thoma.s  l-^monde,  Sir  Edward  Goiirley,  Mr. 
Halsey,  Mr.  Hiimphreys-Owen,  Mr.  James  Ijowther,  'Sir.  Mount,  Mr. 
William  Kcdmond,  Sir  Mark  M'Tag^rt  Stewart,  Mr.  Whitmore,  and 
Mr.  Wodehouse  were  accordingly  nominated  ^lembcrs  of  the  Committee. 

Wihfij)  cyo 

Sklbction— -Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Selection  do  consist  of  Eleven 
Members:— Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Sydney  Bu.Yton,  Sir  John  Dorinston,  Sir 
W'illum  Hart  Dyke,  Dr.  Farquharson,  Mr.  Albert  Spicer,  Mr.  Philip 
Stanhope,  Sir  Mark  MTa^art  Stewart,  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Wodehouse, 
and  the  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  were 
accordingly  nominated  Members  of  the  Committee. — {Mr.  Ualsey)         ...  OKI 

Xe\v  Writ— For  the  County  of  Mayo  (South  Mayo  Division),  in  the  room  of 
Michael  Davitt,  esquire  (Manor  of  Northstead).— (^tr  T.  G.  Ettamule.) 

pRlv.\TE  Bii,L.s  -Division  Bktwkex  thk  two  Houses— The  Chairsian  of 
Ways  ani>  Meass  reported,  That,  in  accordance  with  Standing 
Order  79,  he  had  conferred  with  the  Chairman  of  Committees  of  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  in  which  House  of 
Parliament  the  rfflpective  Private  Bills  should  be  first  considered, 
and  they  had  determined  that  the  Bille  contained  in  the  following  List 
should  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  viz. : — 1.  Army  and  Navy 
Investment  Tru-st ;  '1.  Aston  ^lanor  Tramways  ;  3.  Bamslcy  Corporation  ; 
4.  Barry  liailway  (Steam  Vessels) ;  5.  Bexhill  and  llothertield  liailway  ; 
6.  Birmingham  Corporation  (Stock) ;  7.  Birmingham  (King  Edwaixl 
the  Sixth)  Schools :  8.  Birmingham  Univ  ersity ;  9.  Bournemouth  Cor- 

SM-atioii  :  10.  Brewery  and  Commercial  Investment  Trust  ;  11. 
ristol  \Vator  :  12.  Burnley  Corporation ;  13.  Bury  and  District 
Water  (Transfer);  14.  Caledodian  Railway;  1.5.  Cardifi'  Corporation; 
16.  Church's  Patent;  17.  Cleethorpes  Gras;  18.  Clyde  NaWgation ; 
19.  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company;  20.  Cork,  Bandon,  and 
South  Coast  Railway ;  '2\.  Cork  Electnc  Tramways ;  22.  Cowes  Pier ; 
23.  Crystal  Palace  Company ;  24.  Deame  Valley  Railwa}- ;  25.  Donegal 
Kailway  ;  26.  Dorking  Water ;  27.  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  AN'e.tford 
iiailway ;  28.  Dundee  and  East  Forfar  Tramways ;  29.  Dundee 
Harbour;  .^0.  East  Shropshire  Water;  31.  East  Stirlingshire  Water; 
:i2.  Edinburgh  Corporation ;  33.  Edinburgh  District  Lunacy  Board ;  34. 
lijcraouth  and  District  Water ;  35.  Exmouth  Urban  District  Water ;  36. 
Falkirk  and  District  Water ;  37.  Falkirk  Coiporation  ;  38.  Fishguard 
and  Kosslare  Itjiilways  anil  Harbours ;  39.  Fishguard  Water  and  Gas ; 
40.  Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythc  Tramroads;  41.  Glasgow  and 
South  Western  Bailway ;  42.  Glasgow  Building  Rc^Uations ;  43.  Glasgow 
District  Tramways ;  44.  Glyncorrw^  Urban  District  Council  Gas ;  45. 
Governments  Stock  and  other  Securities  Investment  Company ;  46.  Great 
Berkhampstead  Water ;  47.  Great  Central  Kailway;  48.  Great  Grimsby 
Street  Tramways ;  49.  Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford  and 
Central  Ireland  Railway  Comiianies  Amalgamation ;  50.  Great  Southern 
and  ^Veste^l  and  AVaterford,  Limerick,  and  AVesteni  Railway  Companies 
Amalgamation;  51.  Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway;  52.  Gun 
Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868,  Amendment ;  53.  Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council 
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Water ;  54.  Hammoiul  {(J.  H.)  Couipany ;  55.  Hemel  Hempstead  Cor- 
poration (Water) ;  50.  Highain  Ferrci-s  AVater ;  57.  Ini.schenetzky'i* 
Uralite  Patent;  58.  Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways;  59.  Kingston-upon- 
Thames  Coi^poiatiou ;  60.  Kings  ton -upon-Thames  Gas ;  61.  Lancaahin? 
Inebriates  Acta  Bojird  ;  C:J.  Lincoln  Coi-pomtion  (Tramways) ;  03.  Liver- 
pool Overhead  Kaihvay  ;  64.  J.oiidoii,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast  Kailway ; 
65.  London  Hydraulic  Power  Conii»any  ;  06.  London  Sea  Water  Supply; 
67.  Manchester  Corporation  Tramways ;  68.  Manchester  Ship  Canal ;  09. 
Margate  Corporation ;  70.  Margate  Vicr  and  Harbour ;  7L  Maryport 
Harlwur ;  7'J.  Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  ;  73.  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Boiird ;  74.  Mei-sey  Kailway ;  75.  Midland  («reat  Western 
Kailway  of  Ireland ;  70.  Milford  Docks ;  77.  Morlcy  Corporation  ;  78. 
Motherwell  and  Kellshill  Kailway  ;  79.  ^Motherwell  M  ater  ;  80.  Mountain 
Ash  Water;  81.  Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington  Kailways 
(Abandonment);  82.  National  Markets  and  Stores  and  Workshops ;  83. 
Neath  Harlwur :  84.  Newport  Corporation ;  85.  Newport  (Monmouth- 
shire) Gas  :  86.  New  Kussia  Company  :  87.  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn 
Urban  District  Gas;  88.  North  British  liailway ;  89.  North  Eastern 
Kailway ;  90.  North  Eastern  Kailway  (Steam  Vessels) ;  9L  Otley  Urban 
District  Council  Water  ;  92.  Paignton  Urlwin  District  Water;  93.  Preston 
Corporation ;  94.  Purfleet  aiul  Graveseiid  Jiuiction  Kailway ;  95.  Kanis- 
gate  Corporation  Improvements ;  96.  IfawmarKh  Urban  District  Ci>uncil 
(Tramways) :  97.  Khymncy  Iron  Company  ;  98.  Khymney  KailM  ay  :  99. 
Kotherham  Corporation;  100.  Kotherhithe  and  HiatcliH"  Tunnel;  101. 
Salford  Corporation  ;  102.  Scottish  American  Investment  Company  ;  103. 
Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  ;  104.  Sheffield  Cor- 
poration ;  105.  Sheffield  District  Kailway;  106.  Southampton  Harbour; 
107.  South  luistern  and  Londoi",  Chatham,  and  Dover  Kailways;  108. 
South  Eastern  Kiiilway  :  109.  South  Essex  Water;  110.  South  Essex 
Water  Board;  111.  South  Shields  Corporation  ;  11?.  South  Staflbrdahire 
Tramways;  113.  Sunderland  Corporation;   114.  Tail"  Vale  liailway ; 

116.  TJniveraftl  Life  Assurance  Society:    116.  Walsall  Corporatioii ; 

117.  Westgate  and  Birchington  Water;  118.  Whitechapel  and  Bow 
Kailway  ;  119.  Wirral  Kailway  ;  120.  Withiugton  Urban  District  Council ; 
121.  ^^orkington  Kailways  and  Docks  691 

Great  SoatiLern  and  Western  and  Waterford  and  Central  Ireland 
Railway  Companies'  Amalgamation  Bill. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limericlc,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies'  Amalgamation  Bill  On  the  Keport  by  the 
C'i!AiRM.VN  of  AV.iYS  and  Means  upon  these  Bills  (Xos.  49  and  50  in  the 
above  list);  -  ■ 

Disci'SSiON  :— 

Mr.  T.  M.  Ihiihf  {I^"/lt,  y.)    <>94       Mr.  Mn  lifihiwid  {fnifn/off)  096 

The  ('luiiriiitni  of  Coiniiiifkcx 


ASTi-SiIANARS  UiOTs — Petition  of  Shanar  inhabitants  of  Tcnkasi  and  other 

places,  South  India,  for  redress  of  grievances;  to  lie  upon  the  Table      ...  C9G 

Licensing  (Sale  of  Xntoxicahxg  Liyi  ous)— Petition  from  Pendleton,  for 

alteration  of  law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   697 

Local  Government  Board's  Vaccination  Order,  Is9h- petition  from 

West  Ward,  for  revision ;  to  He  upon  the  Table   097 


{Mr.  J.  ir.  Ijowlhn;  i'tmi- 
In'rhiml,  Pcnrilh) 


01)5 


VETITSVXS. 
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Poor  Law  Asiendment  (Scotland)  Act,  1845 — Petition  fi*om  Botriphnic, 

for  alteration  of  law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...       ...    697 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— -Petitions  iu  favour,  from 

Lewisham  and  Kaunds;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   697 

Sale  of  Xntozicating  Liquor  to  Children  Bill — Petition  from  Glenarm, 

ill  favour ;  to  lie  upon  tne  Table   ...  697 

A'accixatiox  Acts,  1867  to  1898 — Petition  from  Lambeth,  for  alteration  of 

law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  697 

RETURNS,   ItKPOItTfi,  d-r. 

Pl  BLic  Atx-oVNTs  AXI>  Chargks  Act,  1891  Copy  piescutecl,— of  Treasury  . 
Minute,  dated  26th  January,  1900,  directing,  in  pursuance  of  section  '1  (3) 
of  the  Ptil)lic  Accounts  and  Charges  Act,  1891,  tha^  whci-o  any  sum  is  by 
order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  under  section  80  (2)  of  the  Local 
Government  (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  doducted  from  moneys  payable  from  the 
Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Account  to  any  Council  in  respect  of  a  debt  due 
fi-om  such  Coiuicil,  and  where  the  amount  due  from  the  Cuuncil  would,  if 
paid  in  ordinary  coui"se,  have  been  applied  as  an  Appropriatioii-in-Aid  of 
the  Vote  for  the  lloyal  Irish  Constabulary,  the  sum  deducted  in  liru 
thereof  shall  be  similarly  applied  as  an  Appropriation-in-Aid  of  that  Vote 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   697 


Stl'KUANNUATION  ACT,  1884— Copy  presented,— of  Treasury  Minute,  dated  .list 


through 

Department  [by  Act]  ;  to  tie  upon  the  Table 

SovTU  Africa  (Tuansi*orts) — Ketimi  ordered,  "showing  the  name,  tonnagc,and 
speed  of  each  vessel  employed  to  convey  troops  to  South  Africa  since  the  Ist 
ifoy  of  July  last,  the  date  and  port  of  her  departure  from  tbese  shores,  and 
surival  at  Capetown,  DurlKUi  or  elsewhere,  respectively,  including  arrival 
at  and  departure  from  intermediate  port  of  call ;  the  number  of  troops  and 
horses  or  mules  carried  on  each  occasion,  the  mmibcr  of  horses  or  mides 
lost  on  voyage,  vessels  provided  with  new  pattern  fittings,  vessels  providetl 
with  old  pattern  fittings,  vessels  provided  with  slings  for  each  horse  or 
mule,  vessels  not  m  provided  ;  and  the  time  occupied  liy  each  vessel  in 
milking  the  \ oyiige,  in  the  following  form  :  -  - 
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Addrens  in  Answer  to  Her  AIajesty's  MasT  Gracioi  s  SPEia^H.  [Sixth 
Day's  Debate.]  Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Amend- 
ment [30  January]  to  Question  [-'iOth  January],  "  That  nn  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  her  Majesty  as  followeth  :  — 

Mosf  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  .subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  (ireat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  {usseml)led, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Vour  .\Iaje.st3'  for  the  Gmcious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament.'' 
{Caj^in  Pretyman.) 

And  which  Amendment  w  as — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  question,  tu  add  the  wonls,  '  Hut  we  humbly  expreHS  onr 
regret  at  the  want  of  knoM-letlge,  foresight,  and  judgment  displayed  by  Your 
MuueBty's  adviiwni,  alike,  in  their  conduct  of  South  African  an^rs  ttinc«  18A5, 
ana  in  their  preparations  for  tlie  war  now  proceeding.'"— (£oty/  Kdmoml  FiU- 

ma  tirirr. ) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  those  wortln  bo  there  added.'' 
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Ai>DRKss  IX  AxswKn  to  Hei!  MA.rp>iTYs  Most  (tJtAriors  .Spekcii— [Seventh 
Day's  Debate]-  Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Main 
Question  [30tn  January],  "  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

Vi^G,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Ureat  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  ParUament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  Gracious 
Speech  which  Your  Majesty  luw  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  ParUament." 
— (Cffpfctin  Pret^man.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

Amendment  proposed  - 

"  At  the  end  of  ttie  (Question,  to  aild  the  words,  '  lJut  we  humbly  reijre^iit 
to  your  Majesty  thut  the  time  hiu  (toiiie  when  the  war  at  jtrasent  lieing  waged 
in  South  Africa  sliuuld  he  hroii^lit  to  a  close,  on  the  baKiN  of  recognising  tlie 
independence  of  tlie  Transvaal  and  the  (.>range  Free  State.''' — {Mr.  JtdiH 
Sfdmand. ) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  be  there  added." 
Djscussion  :  - 

Mr.  Pawn-  {irnU'ifnii},  E.)  .-■  H41  Tlie  Sf  it-inry  to  the  Lnal  Govern- 
or. J.  If.  M.  <  'ttmjMI  {Dublin,  mrnt  Board  {Mr.  T.  W.  Rimell, 

Sf.  Sfrphnis  Grvfit)   «4.1  Tyrone,  S.)   S80 

])r.  Clark  {C»Uhimg'»}nrp)       ...    850       Sir  U^il/ritl  ijiwgnH  (Cumberlaiut, 

Mr.  T.  M.  Hmlif  {htiilh,  X.)  ...    857  Corkenimiih)   883 

Mr.  Gibson  Jioivlea  {Lijnn  Jiriiis)    868       Comntander    HffheV  (Yorksltirf, 

Mr.  Fh/iin  {Cork,  .\  ).  ...      ' .  ..    872  E.Ii.,  ffohferne<.<)    887 

Mr.    if^illiam    Moore   {Antrim,  Mr.  ArnoUl  {HaliffLf)   890 

N.)   875       Mr.  Field  {Ihtblin,  St.  I'tUrvk) ...  891 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  66  ;  Noes,  368.    (I)ivisioii  JJst  No.  4.) 
Oiiginal  Question  again  pi'oposed. 

Debate  ju  isiiig  ;  and  it  Iwing  after  half-jiast  Five  of  tlie  clock,  the  deliatc 

stood  iidjournod. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  To-moiTo^v. 

Adjourned  at  a  (|U;ir(iT  l^fore  Six  of  the  clock. 


LORDS,  THIJKSDAY,  Sm  FEBRUARY  1900. 
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We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  Uiiiteil  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  Iwg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  your  Majesty  for 
the  Gi-acious  speech  which  your  Majesty  li.-is  addressed  to  both  Houses 
of  Parliament. — {Captain  Pnfpman.) 

Question  again  proposutl. 

l)EIi.VTK  rusumcil. 


South  African  War  (Avplicaiion  ok  Patriotic  Fund;. 

Amendment  proposed. 

"At  the  end  of  the  (Question  to  add  the  wonls,  '  But  we  desire  humbly  t« 
represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  your  Arajesty'»  present 
advisers  to  take  iinmedinte  and  effective  action  to  ensure  that  the  accuniulationft 
and  available  nurpluscs  of  various  fundsi  ndiiiinii^tered  by  the  Koyal  Patriotic 
CommiRaioDfl  flhoaid  be  applied  for  tlie  l>enetit  nf  the  widows  and  childxvn  of 
officers  and  men  of  Your  Maj&«ty'«  niilituiy  and  naval  fbrccff  who  lose  their 
livcH  in  the  war  in  South  Africa.""    t  .Vi:  Kinrh  if.) 

Question  [Hopobcd,  "  That  tliu^c  woida  he  there  iiddcd  : 
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Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 


Captam  Nmioii  {Xewiiujton,  If.)  963 
Ooinmander   Bethall   { Ymicskiir, 

E.ll,  Huldei-nes)    969 

TheFirst  Lord  of  the  Trnminj  {Mr. 

A.J.  Balfour,  Manrhesfn;  K.)  970 

.Mr.  Allan  {Gateshead)   971 

Mr.  Lou^h  (Islingtm^  fF.)       ...  971 

Mr.  VoxalliNoilinghatn,  fT.)  ...  972 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfmr    973 


HlliHLANT*  CltOraNG  Coi  STIES. 


Anicnflmeiit  piopo.se(l 

"  At  the  eiul  ul'  the  Question,  to  lulil  tlie  vvordtt,  '  Uut  we  humbly  repreiteDt 
to  Yonr  Msje.sty  that  in  Wew  of  the  continued  increaHe  in  the  deer  forest  area  in 
tliu  tliuhhtml  crofting  voiuitio.*>,  It  i.s  desirable,  in  order  to  prevent  a  »till  furtlier 
(lepopimtion  of  the  llighland.i,  that  the  benefits  of  the  Cmften*  Art,  18S6,  should 
lie  e\tL'i»le(.l  to  lull  (Trofterlteimnt--»holdi)i<;  under  lt'ii.su  at  tlic  time  of  the  rxii'siiig  of 
the  Aet :  and  we  regret  to  observe  that  there 'm  no  infliction  in  Your  AlajeMty's 
Speech  that  arrangenienttt  will  be  made  for  tlie  Hettlipg  of  Highland  crofters, 
rottara,  and  linhenueD  on  some  portion  of  the  1,782,785  acres  of  land  wtiich  in 
)[uvh,  1805,  Your  MajestyV  CuiDiiiiwdonerK  scheduled  a»  deer  foreste,  grouse 
iiiooni,  etc.,  which  might  be  cultivated  to  profit,  or  otherwise  advantageonsly 
uccn]ded  by  crofters  or  small  tenants.'"— {Mr.  Weir.) 

Questicm  proposed,  "That  those  words  l>c  there  added." 


DiSCL'SHION  :— 


Mr.  Heddenoiek 

Burghs) ... 
Sir  Leonard  Lyell  {Orkney 

and  Shetland)   

Mr.    Gordon    {Elgin  md 
Xfiirii)  ...        '.   982 


977 
986 


Mr.  Mcleod  {SiUherlandshire)  ...  985 
The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  Graham 

Murray t  Butedare)   991 

Mr.  Thom(aShaw{Hawick  Burghs)  995 

Dr.  Clark  (Caithness-shire)      ...  998 


(Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  -Ayes,  113:  Noes,  1H6.  (Division  List  No.  5.) 
.Main  question  again  propo-sed. 


Taxation  of  Iukland. 
Amendment  proposed  :  -  - 

"  But  we  humbly  represent  to  Your  Majesty  that  the  over  taxation  of 
Ireland,  which  nromiaes  to  become  greatly  aggravated  by  the  cxi>enditure  oq 
the  war  in  Sotitli  Africa,  v*  a  moat  aerioiu  ami  pi-essing  grievance,  an<t  demaiitU 
the  early  atteution  of  Parliament  with  a  view  to  its  reniovftl."'-l.V/-.  Clancy.) 

Debute  adjourned  till  to-mon-ow. 

Adjourucd  at  live  minutes  beforu  Twelve  uf  the  cluck. 
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LORDS:  FRIDAY,  9th  FEBRUARY,  1900. 


KviiL  or  .MKXBORorr;n  Report  inudo  from  tho  Lonl  Chaiicollor,  that  tho 
right  of  John  Homtio  Earl  of  Mexljorough  to  vote  at  the  elections  of 
Kepreaciitative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  estaMiVhed  to  the  siitisfactioii 
of  the  Lorfi  Chancellor;  read,  and  oniered  to  lie  on  the  Table     ...        ...  1017 

Address — The  Queen's  Answer  to  the  Address  of  Tuesday,  the  30th  of 
Januarv  last,  reported,  and  Address  and  Answer  to  be  printed  and 
published   1017 


The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  finding  Ordei-s  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  l)een  complied  with :  —  Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement ; 
Airdrie,  Coatbridge,  and  District  Water  Trust;  Army  and  Navy 
Investment  Tmst ;  Aston  Manor  Tramways ;  Baker  Street  and 
Waterloo  Railway ;  Biirry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels) ;  Bedford  Gas : 
lielfast  and  Contity  Down  liailway  ;  Ht.'xhill  and  Rotherfield  liailway  ; 
Birmingham  Corporation  (Ntock) ;  Birmingham  (King  Jidward  the 
Sixth)  Schools ;  Birmingham  University  ;  Bournemouth  Corporation  : 
Bradfoi-d  Corporation ;  Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway ;  Brewery  and 
Commercial  Investment  Trust ;  Brighton  Corporation ;  Bristol  Cor- 
poration ;  Bristol  Water ;  British  Gaa  Light  Company  (StaflFordshire 
Potteries) ;  Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway ;  Buckingham, 
Towcester,  and  Metropolitan  Junction  Railway ;  Burnley  Cor^ration  ; 
Bury  and  District  Water  (TWu^ot);  Caledonian  Railway;  Gharmg  Gross 
and  Strand  Electricity  Supply;  Charing  Cross, Euston,  and  HampBtoad 
Railway ;  Chelsea  Water ;  Cheltennam  Improvements ;  Cheshire 
Lines  Committee ;  Church's  Patent ;  City  and  South  London  Rail- 
way ;  City  of  London  Electric  Lighting ;  City  of  London  (Various 
Powers) ;  Cleethorpes  Gas  ;  Clontarf  Urban  District  Council ;  Clyde 
Navigation  ;  Colonial  Bank  ;  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company  ; 
Cork,  Bandon,  and  South  Coast  Railway ;  County  of  London  aud 
Brush  Provincial  Electric  Lighting ;  Coventry  Corporation ;  Cowes 
Pier ;  Crowborough  District  Water  ^as  Transfer) ;  Croydon  Tram- 
ways and  Improvements ;  Crystal  Palace  Company ;  DeuTie  Valley 
Railway ;  Donegal  Railway ;  Dorking  Water ;  DubUu  Corporation  : 
Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway ;  Dundee  £bu'bour ;  Durham 
(County  of)  Electric  Power  Supi>ly;  East  London  Water;  East 
Shropshire  Water ;  East  Stirlingshire  Water ;  Endinburgh  Corpora- 
tion ;  Edinburrfi  District  Lunacy  Board ;  Exeter  Corporation ; 
Exmouth  and  District  Water;  Exmouth  Urban  District  Water; 
Falkirk  and  District  Water ;  Falkirk  Corporation ;  Faniworth 
Urban  District  Council ;  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and  Har- 
bours ;  Fishguard  Water  and  Gaa ;  Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company ; 
Gas  Light  and  Coke,  Commercial  Gas,  and  South  Metropolitan  Gfas 
Companies ;  Glasgow  and  South-Westem  Railway  ;  Glasgow  Building 
Regulations ;  Glastonbury  and  Street  Gas  ;  Glastenbury  Corporation 
Gaa ;  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas ;  Government  Stock 
and  other  Secuntits  Investment  Company ;  Grantham  Gas ;  Great 
Berkhamstead  Water;  Great  Central  Railway  ;  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way ;  Great  Northern  Railway  ;  Great  Northern  Railw  ay  (Ireland) ; 
Great  Houtherti  and  AVestern  and  Waterfoixl  and  Ccntial  Irelantl 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation ;  Great  Southern  and  ^^'estern 
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and  Waterforcl,  Limerick,  and  Western  Railway  Companies  Amalga- 
mation ;  Great  >Southern  and  Western  Railway ;  Great  Western 
Railway ;    Great   Yarmouth    Port    and    Haven ;    Gim  Barrel 
Proof  Act,   1868,  Amendment;    Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council 
Water ;  Halifax  Corporation ;  Hamilton  Burgh ;    Hartlepool  Gas 
and  Water ;  Hastings  Corporation ;  Hastings  Harbour ;  Hastings 
Tramways ;   Hemel    Hempstead    Corporation  (Water) ;  Higham 
Ferrers  Water ;  Hoylake  and  West  Krikby  Improvement ;  Hudders- 
field  Corporation  Tramways;  Huntii^on  Corporation;  Ilfracombe 
Improvement ;  Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways ;  Jarrow  and  Hep- 
bum  Electricity  bupply ;  Kingscourt,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway ; 
Kingston-upon-Thames   Corporation ;  Kingston-upon-T^mes  Gas ; 
Knott  End  Railway ;  Lambeth  Water ;  Ijaiicashii-e  and  Yorkshire 
Railway  ;  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  Eiist  Coast  Railway  ;  Lancashire 
Electric  Power ;  Lancashire  Inebriates  Acta  Board  ;  Lancaster  Corpora- 
tion ;  Latimer  Road  and  Acton  Railway  ;  I^e  Conser\  ancy  ;  Lincoln 
Corporation  (Tramways)  ;  Liverpool  Corporation  ;  Liverpool  Overhead 
Railway ;  London  and  India  Docks  Joint  Committee ;  London  and 
North- Western  Railway ;  London  and  North-Western  Railway  (Wales) ; 
London  and  Saint  Katharine  Docks  and  East  and  West  India  Dock 
Companies ;  London  and  South-Western  Railway ;  London,  Brighton^ 
and  South  Coast  Railway ;  London  C'otuity  Council  (Compulsory 
Purchase  of  Land) ;  London  County  Council  (General  Powers) ; 
London  County  Council  (Improvements) ;  London  Count}'  Council 
(Spitalfields  Market) ;  London  Hydraulic  Power  Company ;  London 
Sea  Water  Supply;  London, Walthamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway ; 
London  Water  (Parchase) ;  London  M'^ater  (Welsh  Supply) ;  Lowestoft 
Railway  ;  Maidenhead  Gas  ;  Manchester  City  Railway  ;  -Manchester 
and  Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway ;  Manchester  Corporation 
Tramways  ;  Manchester  Ship  Canal ;  Margate  Corporation  ;  Mar^te 
Pier  and  Harlwur ;  Market  Weighton  Drainage  and  Navigation ; 
Maryport  Harbour ;  Menstone  Water  (Transfer) ;  Mersey  Docks  and 
Harbour  Board ;  Mersey  Railway ;  Metropolitan  District  Railway ; 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies ;  Mid-Kent  Water ;  Midland  Great 
Western  Railway  of  Ire^d ;  Midland  Railway ;  Milford  Docks ; 
Morecambe  Urban  District  Council  (Gas) ;  Morley  Corporation  ; 
Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway;  Jlotherwell  Water;  ^lountaln 
Ash   Water ;   Muirkirk,  Mauchlinc,  and  Dalniellington  Railways 
(Abandonment) ;  Neath    Harbour ;  Newcastle-npon-Tyne  Electric 
Supply  ;   Newport*  Corporation  ;   New-port   (Monmouthshire)  Gras  ; 
New  Russia  Company  ;  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiarn  Urban  District 
Gas  ;  North  British  Railway  ;  North-Easteni  Railway  ;  North-Eosteru 
Railway  (Steam  Vessels) ;  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply ; 
North   Metropolitan  Railway  and   Canal ;  North  Warwicksnii'e 
Water ;  Nottingham   Corporation ;  Oldham   Corporation ;  Ossett 
Corporation  Gas  ;  Ossett  Gas ;  Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water ; 
Paignton  Urban  District  Water ;  Pontefract  Park ;  Preston  Corpor- 
ation ;  Purfleet  and  Gravesend  Junction  Railway ;  Ramsgate  Corpor- 
ation Improvements  ;  Rawmarsh  Urban  District  Council  (Tramways^ ; 
Reading  Corporation  (Tramways) ;  Redhill  Gas ;  Rhymney  Iron 
Company  ;    Rhymney   Railway  ;  Rickmansworth    and  Uxbridge 
Valley  Water ;  Rotherham  Corporation ;  Rotherhithe  and  Ratclitfe 
Tunnel ;  Rugeley  Gas ;   St.  Alban's  Water ;  St   David's  Railway 
(Additional  Powers)  ;  Salford  Corporation  ;  Scarborough  Corporation ; 
Scottish  American  Investment  Company ;  Scottish  Widows'  Fund 
and  Life  Assurance  Society  ;  Sheffield  Corporation ;  Sheffield  District 
Railway ;  Southampton    Harbour ;  South-Eastem    and  London, 
Chatham  and  Dover  Railways  ;  South-Eastern   Railway ;  South 
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Eascx  Water ;  South  Essex  Witter  Board ;  Sot^th  Lancashire  Tram- 
ways ;  South  Metropolitan  Gas ;  Southport  Corporation ;  Southport 
Exter)sion  and  Tramways  ;  Southport  Water ;  South  Shields  Corpor- 
ation ;  South  Staffordshire  Tramways  ;  South  Wales  Electrical  Power 
Distril>ution ;  Spalding  Urban  District  Coiuicil  (Water) ;  Stockport 
Corporation  'J'ramways  ;  Sunderland  Corporation  ;  Sutton  District 
AN'ater ;  Tiift"  ^'ale  Kailway ;  Tamiton  Corporation ;  Tottenham 
Urban  District  Council  ;  Tynesldc  Pllectric  Power ;  Universal  Life 
Assurance  Society ;  A' ale  of  Rheidol  Light  Railway ;  Wakefield 
Corporation  Market;  Wandsworth  and  Putney  Gas  ;  West  Bromwich 
Corporation ;  West  Ham  Corporation :  Westgate  and  Birchington 
Water ;  \\'etherby  District  Water :  Whitocfaapel  and  Bow  Kailway ; 
Widnes  and  lluncorn  Bridge ;  Wii-ral  Kailway ;  Withingtoii 
Urban  District  Council ;  Wolverhampton.  Essingtoii,  and  Gannock 
Chase  .Innction  Kaihvay  ;  Wolverhampton  Gas  :  Woodbridge 
District  Water;  Workington  liaihvays  and  Docks.  And  the  Certifi- 
ciitcs  that  tht!  Staiuling  Oitlers  appUcJible  to  the  following  Bills  have; 
iiotbt'i'ii  cf.iiiph'cd  with:  Aiidnc  and  Coatliridge  Tramways;  County 
and  City  of  Dublin  Electric  Lighting ;  Cardiff'  Corporation ;  Newry, 
Koarly,  and  Tynan  Light  Railway ;  Shanntm  Water  and  Electric 
Power  :  DevoniH)rt  Cor|«irati«n.  Tho  Hanie  were  ordereil  t<i  Jio  on 
the  Table  1017 


ItETCllXS,  HEl'OllTS,  ,(V. 

(JoMi'ANiRS  (WiNDlso-ui*)  AcT,  1890 — Grcneral  Rules  made  pursuant  to 
Section  26  of  the  Companies  (\\'inding-l'p)  Act,  1890,  tlated  28th  December, 
1899    1022 

PoLUNG  DiSTRicis  (CouNTY  OF  NORTHUMBERLAND) — Order  made  by  tbe 
County  Council  of  Northumljerland,  dividing  into  polling  di&tricts  so 
much  of  the  Tyneside  Parliamentary  division  of  the  County  of  Northum- 
berland as  is  comprised  in  the  parishes  of  Oamperdown,  Jjongbeuton,  and 
Weetslade.  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to  Act),  aud  ordered  to  Ho 
on  the  Table  1023 

Light  Railway  Act,  1896 — I.  Ordera  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commis- 
sioners, and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising 
the  construction  of  a  light  railway  1.  In  the  county  of  I'lssex,  from 
Kelvedon  to  Coggeshall.  2.  In  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York, 
from  Bradford  to  Leefls.  3.  In  the  county  of  Caithness,  between  Wick 
and  Lyiwter.  4.  In  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York,  in  and  near 
the  Ijorough  of  Doncaster.  5.  In  the  county  of  Kent,  between  Cranbrook 
and  Tenterden,  m  extension  of  the  Rother  Valley  (Light)  Kailway,  and  the 
construction  and  working  of  that  railway  as  a  light  railway.  6.  In  the 
coimty  of  Lincoln,  from  Lincoln  to  Scawby.  7.  In  the  county  of  Lincoln, 
from  Frodingham  and  Scunthorpe  to  Whittun,  Winterton,  and  Wintering- 
ham.  8.  In  the  counties  of  Worcester  and  AVarwick,  from  Redditch  to 
Astwood  Bank.  9.  In  the  county  of  Staflrord,  commencing  in  the  parish 
of  Essington  and  terminating  in  tho  parish  of  Darlaston,  with  branches. 
II.  Orders  made  by  the  Light  Itailway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and 
confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade — 1.  Amending  the  Basingstoke  and 
Alton  Light  Railway  Order,  1897.  2.  Authorising  the  Glasgow  and  South 
Western  Railway  Company  to  construct  and  work  as  a  light  railway  the 
Caime  Valley  Railway,  which  the  said  Company  have  power  to  construct 
and  work  under  the  Glasgow  and  South- Western  Kailway  Act,  1897.  I'r<>- 
sented  [by  command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     ...       ...       ...  l02-t 
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NSW  BILL. 

Inebriates  Amendment  (Scotland)  Bill  [h.l.]— A  Bill  to  amend  tbe 
the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1899,  for  Scotland — ^Was  presented  by  the 
Lord  Balfour ;  read  first  time ;  and  to  be  printed.   (Na  9)   1034 

House  adjonraed  at  half-past  Fonr  of  tlie  clock. 


COMMONS:  FRIDAY,  9th  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [Lords]— Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table,  Report  from  the 
Examiiiers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  respect  of  the  Bills 
comprised  in  the  List  reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
intended  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they  have  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  been  combed  with  in  the  following  cases,  viz. : — 
Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust ;  Aston  Manor  Tramways ;  Barry 
Railway  (Steam  Vessels) ;  Bexhill  and  Rotherfield  Railway  ;  Birmingham 
Corporation  (Stock);  Birmingham  (King  Edward  the  Sixth)  Schools; 
Birmingham  University ;  Bournemouth  Corporation ;  Brewery  and  Com- 
merdal  Investment  Trust ;  Bristol  Water ;  Burnley  Corporation ;  Bury 
and  District  Water  (Transfer) ;  Caledonian  Railway ;  Church's  Patent ; 
Cieethoipes  Gas;  Clyde  Navigation;  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Com- 
ttmy;  Cork,  Bandon,  and  South  Coast  Railway;  Cowes  Pier;  Crystal 
Palace  Company ;  Deame  Valley  Railway ;  Donegal  Railway ;  Dorking 
Water;  Dunlin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway;  Dundee  Harbour; 
East  Shropshire  Water ;  East  Stirluigshire  Water ;  Bdinbur^fa  Corpora- 
tion ;  Edinburgh  District  Lunacy  Board ;  Exmouth  and  Distnct  Water ; 
Kzmouth  Urhan  District  Water;  Falkirk  and  District  Water;  Falkirk 
Corporation  ;  Fishguard  and  Kosslare  Railways  and  Harbours ;  Fishguard 
Water  and  Gas ;  dlasgow  and  South  Western  Railwey  ;  Glasgow  Bunding 
Regulations ;  (Jlyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Gas ;  Govennnent 
Stock  and  other  Securities  Investment  Company ;  Great  Berkhampatead 
Water  ;  Great  Central  liailwuy  ;  Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
furd  and  Ccntml  Ireland  Railway  Companie-s  Amal<;amutiun ;  Great 
Southern  and  A\"e8tcrii  and  Watcrford,  Lnncriek,  atul  ^A'^Htern  lijilhvay 
C'Onipaiiics  AniidganiatiMn  ;  Grait  Southern  and  U'cstcni  Caiiwuy  :  tinir 
Biiri'ol  IVoof  Act,  ItiOtf,  Amciiduu'iit :  Gwyfrai  Kural  District  Cuuiicil 
Water ;  Herael  Ilenp^iteud  Corpuiatiun  ( \^'ater) :  Higham  Feixers  Water ; 
Ip6wic)i  Corporatiw  Tramtvaya ;  KiDgston-upon-Thames  Corporation ; 
Kingston-upon-Thameo  Ga±> ;  Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board ;  Lincoln 
Corporation  Tramways ;  Liverpool  0\-erhead  Railway ;  London,  Brighton, 
and  South  Coast  Railway ;  London  Hydraidic  Power  Company ;  London 
Sea  Water  Supplv ;  Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  ;  Manchester  Ship 
Canal ;  Margate  Corporation  ;  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  ;  Menstone  Water 
(Transfer) ;  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board ;  Mersey  Railway ;  Midland 
Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland ;  Milford  Docks ;  Mprley  Corporation  ; 
Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway ;  .^IotherweIl  Water ;  Mountain  Ash  Water ; 
Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington  Railways  (Abandonment) ;  Neath 
Harbour ;  Newport  Corporation ;  Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas ;  New 
Russia  Company  ;  Newtown  and  Llanllwcnaiam  Urban  District  Gas ; 
North  British  Railu'ay  ;  North  Eastern  liailway ;  North  Eastern  R^lway 
(Steam  Vessels) ;  Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water ;  Paignton  Urban 
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Ditrtrict  Water;  Preston  Corporation;  Purfleet  and  Graveseud  Junction 
Koilway ;  Karasgsto  Corporation  Improvements ;  Kawmarsfa  Urban 
District  Council  (Tr«nway8) ;  Rhymney  Iron  Comrany ;  Rhynincy 
Iviiilway  ;  Rothmham  Oor|>oration  ;  Rotherhitho  and  Ratcliffe  Tunnel ; 
Salford*  Corporation  ;  Scottish  AnioHcan  Investment  Company  ;  Scottish 
Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  ;  Slioffield  Corponition  ;  Slieffield 
District  lijulway  :  Southampton  Harljour :  South  Ejisteni  and  London, 
Cliatham.  and  Dover  lljiihvays  ;  S*»uth  Piiisteni  lUiilway  ;  South  Essex 
Water  ;  South  I'ksex  Water  Jioard  ;  South  Shields  Cor(xnation  ;  South 
Staftbrclshire  'I'mmways  ;  Sunderland  C'oriwration  ;  Tafl'  Vale  Railway  : 
Univcrsid  Life  Assurance  Society;  ^\■estJ^ate  and  Bii-chiugton  Water; 
\ATiitechapcl  and  IV)w  Railway  :  ^^'irraI  h'ailway :  Withington  Urlwn 
District  Council:  Workington  Railways  and  IXxikn.  Ana  that  the^v^ 
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Ai}Kiti»-:KN  PuLit.'K  ANtt  ImI'kovkmext  -  -  Petition,  and  Bill  orricred  to  In- 
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ordi:!i:d  !o  1":  b!'.'«;:ht  m  by  Mi.  .Tuhi'  Wd.o'!  fKilbikl,  ^!r.  Doii^lac,  and 


Baker  Stkeei  and  Waterloo  Railway— Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 

bronght  in  by  Sir  John  William  Maclure,  Mr.  Halsey,  and  Mr.  Bill      ...  1027 

BxDi!t>KU  Gas — Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pym  and 

Mr.  Thornton  1027 

Bklfast  and  County  Down  Railway  —  Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be 

biinight  in  by  Mr.  Blakiston-Hnuston  and  Mr.  M'Cartan  1027 

Brapford  Corpokation— Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 

Mr.  Greville,  Mr.  Wanklyn,  and  Mr.  Flower   1028 

Bray  ani>  Knnihkerry  Railway— Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 

in  by  Mr.  Harrington  and  Mr.  Clancy       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  lO'iH 

lli;n;liToN  C'lRliHSATHtN    Petition,  ami  Bill  onicretl  to  1h*  bptught  in  by  Mr. 

Lojider,  Mr.  Vernon- WeniMorth,  and  Sir  Ucniy  Fletcher  lOi'ti 
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Ity  Kniest  Spencer,  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Sir  Henry  .Meyficy- 
Tlioinpsoti,  Mr.  Brooke  liobiiison.  anti  .Mr,  I'lirkew...        ...        ...        ...  10.'J7 

West  Ham  Corporation — Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  lie  brought  in  by 

Mr.  Ernest  Gray  and  Major  Basch  1037 

Wetherby  District  \V.\tp:r — Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 

Colonel  Ount«r  and  Mr.  Lyttelton  !.  1037 

WiDNE-s  AND  Ur.NcnifN  Bridcje— Petition,  and  Rill  oitlered  to  l*e  bi-oiight  In 

by  Colnnel  Cotton  .Indrell  .uhI  Sir  John  Bmnner  1037 

WoiA'KltH.^MITON,  KsSIN<;TON,  .\M»  C'.\NNO<:K  C'HASK  Jl  NCTION   UaILWAV — 

Petition,  and  Bill  oi-dcro<l  to  Im!  (trought  in  by  Sir  Alfred  Hickman, 
Colonel  .Milward,  and  Mr.  Warner  ...  ...       ...       ...       ...  10.17 

Wolverhampton  Gas—  Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 

Staveley  Hill  and  Sir  Alfred  Hickman   *    ...  1W*7 

WooDBRiDGE  DISTRICT  Water— Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in 

by  Captain  Pretyman  and  Mr.  .Moultoii   1037 

AiuiiRiE  ANO  Coatbrii»(;e  Tramways — Petition  for  Bill ;  refeiTcd  to  the 

Select  Committee  on  Standing  Oi-ders   1037 

Cou.NTY  AND  CiTY  OK  DuBLiN  ELECTRIC  LiGHTiN<J  -Petition  for  Bill ;  referred 

to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  1038 

Devonpobt  Corporation — Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select  Committee 

on  Standing  Orders  1038 
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Nkwky,  Kkauy,  anu  Tynan  Light  Uailway— Vetitioii  for  Bill ;  roforrod  to 

the  Select  Committee  on  Standitig  Orders  1038 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power — ^Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the 

Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders   1038 

Military  Lands  Provisional  Order — Bill  to  comiirm  a  Provisional  Order 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  undo*  the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Wyndham  and  Mr,  Powell-Williams    1038. 

miitary  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill — "  To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  under  the  Military  Lands  Act,  1892,"  presented 
accordinglv,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  i-eferred  to  the  £xaminers  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  Iks  printed.   [Bill  71]  1038 

Light  Railways  Act,  1896— Copy  presented, — of  Onler  made  by  the  Light 
Railway  Commissioners,  and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  constmction  of  a  Light  Railway  in  the  county  of  Essex 
from  Kelvedon  to  Coggeshall .  (Coggeshalt  Light  Railway  Order,  1899) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  bv  the  Light  Railway  Commissioners, 
and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  feoard  of  Trade,  authorising  the  con- 
stmction of  Light  Railways  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  from  Frodingham 
jind  Scimthorpc  to  Whittoii  Wititerton  and  Wintcringham  (North  Lindsey 
Light  ItaMways  Onler.  1900)  [by  Couiinund] :  to  He  ujKtn  the  Table. 

Copy  presi'iit^d. — of  Order  niiule  liy  the  Light  liaihvay  CommiAsioncrs, 
and  modified  .-ind  confirmed  by  the  Itoitrd  of  Trade,  authorising  the  con- 
stmction  of  a  Light  Ifailway  in  the  count}*  of  Lincoln  from  Xjncoiu  to 
Scawby  (North  Lincolnshire  Light  Railway  Order,  1900)  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table, 

Copy  presen(.eil,-  of  Oi-der  made  hy  the  Tjight  Railway  Commissioners, 
and  modified  and  coiifiimeil  by  the  Bfiaitl  of  Trade,  uiitiiorising  the  i-on- 
struetion  of  u  Light  lluilway  in  the  West  Jfidiiig  of  the  connly  of  York 
from  HrailfonI  tn  Loeils  (Hratlford  and  l^eed^t  IJght  ItJiilway  Onler,  1899) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

C-opy  presentcfl,-  of  Onler  m;idc  Iiy  the  Light  lUilway  Commissioners, 
and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Hoard  of  Ti-adc,  authoriaing  the 
construction  of  Light  Rjiilways  in  the  West  Riding  of  the  county  of  York, 
in  and  near  the  Iwrongh  of  Doncaster  (Doncaster  Corporation  Ugbt  Rail- 
ways Order,  1899)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, ^of  Order  made  by  the  Tiight  Railway  Commissioners, 
and  modified  and  ronfirmeil  by  the  BoanI  of  Trade,  authorising  the  eon 
stmction  of  Light  Kaihvavs  iti  the  (counties  of  Worcester  and  Warwick, 
from  Reitditch  to  Astwoo*!  Bank  (liedditch  and  District  Light  Itailways 
Onler,  1900)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presente<l,  of  Onler  made  by  the  Li^ht  Railway  Commissionei's, 
and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authonsing  the  i^nstruction  of  a 
Ught  Railway  in  the  county  of  Stafford,  commencing  in  the  ptu'ish  of 
Essington  and  terminating  in  the  parish  of  Darlaston,  with  branches 
(Essington  and  Ashmore  Light  Railway  Order,  1900)  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upm  tiie  Table. 
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Copy  preKCnted,— of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  an<l 
modifiea  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the  construction 
of  Light  Railways  in  the  county  of  Kent*  between  Cranbrook  and 
Tenterdeu,  in  extetuion  of  t^e  Bother  Valley  (Light)  Railway,  and  the 
construction  and  working  of  that  Riulway  as  a  Light  Railway  (Cranbrook 
and  Tenterden  Light  Railway  Order,  1899)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railway- Commissioners, 
and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  ofTrade,  authoruing  the  con- 
struction of  a  Li^ht  Railway  in  the  Count;^  of  Caithness,  between  Wick 
and  Lybster  (Wick  and  Lybster  Light  Railway  Order,  1899)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  preaented, — of  Order  made  by  the  Light  Railvray  Commissioners, 
and  modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  authorising  the 
Glasgow  and  South-Western  R^^ifway  Company  to  construct  and  work  as 
a  Light  Railway  the  Cairn  Valley  Railway  which  the  said  company  have 
power  to  constnict  and  work  under  tlie  Glasgow  and  Soirtn-Westem 
Railway  Act,  1897  (Glasgow  and  Hoiith-Westcrn  Railway  (Cairn  Valley 
Light  Railway  Order,  1899)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presoiited,— of  Order  riiiwle  by  the  Light  Kailwjiy  Coinniissioner-i, 
:in(l  nifHlifie<l  and  cnnfirniffl  \>y  ihc  Loard  of  Tr.idc,  amending  llie  Rising- 
stokeand  Alton  Light  Kailway  Order,  1HU7  (JiasingsUike  and  Alton  Light 
liailwav  (Amendmoiit)  Onler,  1900)  [l>v  Command];  t4»  lie  upon  the 
Table  '   '  lO.'tS 


J'ETITIONS. 


Ground  Rsntm  (Taxation  by  Local  Authorities) — Petition  from  Win- 

nington,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table    ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1040 

Local  Authorities'  Servants'  Superannuation — Petition  from  Edmonton, 

for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1040 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ireland)  Bill — Petition  from  Belfast,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1040 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liqi'ORs  on  Sunday  Bill — Petitions,  in  favour,  fnmi 

Stamford ;  and  Lavenham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  1040 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  Bill — Petition  from  Hull,  in 

favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  T»ble  1040 

Town  Coi^ncii-s  (Scoti^and)  Bill — Petition  from  Kilrennv,  in  £nvniir,  to  lie 

upon  the  Table    *  1040 

It ET  URNS,  UE PORTS,  ETC. 

Companies  (Windinc^up)  Act,  1890— Copy  presented, — of  General  Rules 
made  pursuant  to  Section  26  of  the  Companies  (Winding-up)  Act,  1890, 
dated  'J8th  December,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1041 

Polling  Districts  (Northumberland) — Copy  presented, — of  Order  made 
by  the  County  Council  of  Northumberland,  dividing  into  polling  districts 
80  much  of  the  Tynesido  Parliamentary  Division  of  the  county  of  North- 
umberland as  is  comprised  in  the  parishes  of  Camperdown,  Long  Benton, 
and  Weetslade  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1041 
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Navy  Estimates,  1900^11)01  Eathnatea  presented,— foi- the  year  1900-1901, 
with  explanation  of  Differences  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  l>e  printed  [Xo.  41]    ...      "  1041 

KoYAL  Univkrsitv  OF  Irki^kxu- -Copy  presented, — of  Eighteenth  Keport  of 
the  Koyal  University  of  Ireland,  being  for  the  year  1899  [by  Command]; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table  *   1041 

A<:eu  Deserving  Poor  (Dkp.^rtmental  CoMMirreR) — Copy  presented,— 
of  Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  on  the  financial  aspects  of  the 
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PUBLIC  BUSINESS, 

SnriNGs  OF  THE  House  (Exemfhon  from  the  Standing  Orper). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put: — "That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Address,  if  under  discussion  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  bo  not 
interrupted  under  the  Standing  Order,  Sittings  of  the  Ifouse." — {Mr. 
A.  J.  Bill/our.) 

The  House  divided :— Ayes,  226  ;  Noes,  86.   (Division  List  Na  6.) 

A£/r  BILLS. 

HorsiNG  OK  THE  WoRKiNfi  Cl-vssks — Bill  to  amend  the  Law  i-olatiug  to 
the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Steadman,  Mr.  John  Bums,  Captain  Norton,  nnd  Mr.  Woods   1063 

Housing  ov  the  Working  Classbh  (Kukal  Dihtricth)— -BUI  tu  amend  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1 890,  so  as  to  £acilitate  the  provision 
of  cottages  by  Rural  Authorities,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Walter 
Foster,  Mr.  Chaiuiing,  Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Broadhurst,  Mr. 
Rillson,  Mr.  Frederick  Wilson,  and  Mr.  Soomes   1063 

Wink  and  Beekhoume  Airrs  AuENDHRNT—Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating 
to  the  licensing  of  Beerhouses  and  places  for  the  sale  of  Cider  and  Wine 
by  retail  in  England  and  Wales,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Herbert 
jJewis,  Mr.  Courtney,  Sir  Cameron  Gull,  and  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett       ...  1063 

Win«  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment  Bill— "To  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  licensing  of  Beerhouses  and  places  for  the  sale  of  Cider 
and  Viim  by  retail  in  England  and  Wales,"  presented  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  20th  f  ebruar}-,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  73]   1064 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Sale)  (Scotland) — Bill  to  alter  the  Ijiw 
relating  to  the  Hours  during  which  premises  licensed  for  the  sale  of 
exeisamc  liquors  may  be  open  in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Provand,  Captain  Sinclair,  Mr.  Colville,  Mr.  Uio,  and  Mr.  Caldwell .'.  lOGl 

Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of  Sale;)  (Scotland)  Bill  "To  alter  the  Law 
relatijig  to  the  Hours  during  which  preniiscH  liceiitMxl  for  the  -sale  of 
cxcutanlc  litjuurs  may  Ix:  open  in  Suotuind,"  presented,  and  read  the  Hitit 
time ;  to  be  wad  a  second  time  upon  Thursduy  next,  jind  tu  Ijc  printed. 
[BiU74]    1064 

Bakehouses  (Hours  ov  Labour)— Bill  to  restrict  the  Hours  of  Labour  in 
Bakehouses  to  forty-«ight  per  week,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Woodn,  Mr.  John  Bums,  and  Mr.  Steadman        ...  1065 

Bakehooses  (Hours  of  Labour)  Bill  — "  To  restrict  the  Hoiint  of  I^lraur  in 
Bakehouses  to  forty-eight  per  week,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  14th  March,  and  to  be  printed 
[BiU  76]   1065 

Steam  Engines  and  Booers  (Persons  in  Charge) — Bill  to  smnt  certificates 
to  persons  in  charge  of  steani  engines  and  boilers,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Jonathan  Samuel,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Haldane,  Mr.  Helffor, 
CoIoHel  Denny,  Mr.  Fenwick,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (DurhamX  Mr.  Poolton, 
Mr.  Joseph  Widton,  and  Mr.  Holland   ...  1066 
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Steam  Engines  and  Boilers  (Persona  in  Oharge)  Bill—"  To  grant  certifi- 
cates to  Persons  in  Charge  of  Steam  Engines  and  Boilers,"  Presented  and 
road  the  first  time ;  to  t>e  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday  next,  and 
to  ho  printed.   [Bill  77.]   1065 

Housinff  of  the  Worldz^  Classes  Bill — "To  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
theHousing  of  the  ^\  orkiug  Classes,"  indented,  and  I'ead  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wcdnesdav,  2ath  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  72.]   '  1065 

Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  (Rural  Districts)  Bill— To  amend  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  so  as  to  facilitate  the  provision 
of  cottages  by  Riiml  Authorities,"  pi'esented  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  23rd  Febnuu'v,  and  to  l>c  printed.   [Bill  75]  1065 

jVuoRBss  IN  Answer  to  Hek  Majesty's  mo.st  Gkaciouh  Speech — [Ninth 
Day's  Debate] — Order  read  for  assuming  Adjourned  Debate  on  Main 
Question  [30th  January],  "  That  an  humble  Aodress  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  as  foUoweth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign , 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loval  subjects,  the  Commons  oi 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled, 
beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for  the  most 
Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  Doth  Houses  of 
Parliament."— (C'cf^oHt  Pretynian.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  Resumed. 


Taxation  of  IttKiaNi). 

■  Amendment  pruposod — 

"  At  thu  cud  of  i.hc  '^uo:iiou,  to  add  the  wurd;-.  -  But      liimildy  rei'resent 
Voiir  Majesty  that  the  over  taxation  of  Ireland,  which  iironiuicr  to  Isecome  (neatlv 
aygru  rated  ny  the  expenditure  on  the  war  in  Sonth  Africa,     a  most  aerious  and 
prcsaiuj,'  grievance,  and  deiiuuuls  the  early  attention  of  Parliament  ii'ith  a  view 
of  its  removal.'"-— (Jlfr.  Clancy.)  i 

Question  proimscd,  "That  those  worth  I«  there  added." 


Discussion  — 

.1/)-.  Liniifl'  (Mlioflf-'ti,  "'.)  H>7:J       Mr.  Rcntoul  {Dmai,  E.)          ...  lOS-') 

}fr.  (Jmnf  Liiw.<un,  (JIW.-  77if  VhamxUvr  nj  the  E-rcJiri^riir 

.ahirc,  X.lL,  Tkif^.)     ...  1061          {Sir  M.  JJtcks-BfKch,  B.-iistul 

Mr.  Jolm  Bednumd  {Wtder-  iV.)  1090 

for(t)    1081      Mr.T.M.Uealy{Lo»ih,N.]   ...  1099 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided; — Ayei»,  77  ;  Noes,  200.    (Division  List  Xo.  7.) 
Main  Question  iigain  projiOHcd. 
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Iiiisii  Lano  Acts. 

Amendment  proposed  - 

"  At  the  ciwl  of  tlio  Quetitiuu  to  add  the  wonln,  '  But  we  liuinbly  reprcseut 
to  Your  Maje^tv  that  the  luliiiinislmtiuii  of  the  Irmh  Land  Actti  in  not  satis- 
ftictory  to  any  i^&a^  uf  Your  Atajeity's  Iri^h  BubjeuUs,  anil  that  tlic  ouly  and 
permanent  mtlution  of  the  IrUtli  Land  question  must  be  found  in  a  measure 
linniding  for  the  uenemi  and  i)nmeiHat«  ereutinn  of  iin  <iccnpying  propnetary 
in  thatrowntrf.'  —(.Vr.  ftc/y.) 

QntMtioii  proixmil,    Thut  t]ime  wunli*  ha  thuru  ailduil." 
Disci  ssion  :  - 

.1//'.      ll'Uliani      lUUimuiJ  Mr.  U^Uluiiii  Muoie  (.In/rim,  A'.)  H'.iO 

{t'hre,  M.)   UU       SerjmiU  Jlemphill  {Ti/rone,  X.)  IVib 

The   Attoniiftj   (tourrtil  fur  CoIohl-1  Sauiu/erifoa  {Annugk  A'.)  1140 

Irelawl   {Mf.   AtHiuoii,  .\fr.  J.  P.  FuirclHCumn,  ff'.)  ...  114.1 

iMndondtfrry^  X.)        ...  1121       Mi\0'Malhi/((!nlmy,Conne»mm)  1147 

Mr.  PiHkcrton  {attUctvj)   ...  1127       .Vr.Flanu  {Km-i/,  X.)  1150 

r 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  75  ;  Noes,  209.    (Diviaiou  Liat  ^So.  8.) 
.Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Depoutation  of  Pal'peks  into  IRKLANI). 

Amendment  pro|)osc4l — 

"  Al  tlie  end  of  the  (jueHtion  to  ndd  tlie  m  oihIh,  '  Itut  u'e  humbly  represent 
to  Yonr  Majfttty  the  j^raat  regret  of  thin  Hou^ie  that  no  reference  Iioh  been  nuule 
ill  Your  Majesty 'k  SiiewJi  reKBrdtn<c  a  Hill  to  di)»continue  the  dc|H>rtntioit  of 
pau|ier»  fmm  Kit>!lun<l  and  WhIch  into  Ireland.'" — (J/i*.  Fiarlu.) 

Question  proptwed,  "That  those  woixls  be  thure  fuldefl.'' 

Thr  .SfiivfiAr;/  fo  the  hf'it  (,'tin-nimrnf  Itmiif/  {Mr.  T.  IF,  ItHi^lIf  Tyrone,  S.) 

.Vmendmont,  by  k-avi',  wlthdnuvii. 

Main  t|Uc:ition  a^ahi  pminj'^ed. 

Ml  A.  J.  Balium:  lo^i  III  111;  phi'-'j,  and  thimfcd  to  muvt,  "  Ihat  the 
Que;:tion  be  no^v  put. ' 

The  House  divided  — Ayos,  215 ;  Noes,  64.   (Division  List  No.  9.) 
Mmii  question  put  accordingly. 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  229  ;  Noes,  39.    (Division  List  No.  10.) 

Ki'iiolved,  '*  That  an  humble  Addre.-w  Iw  preiicnlcd  to  llur  Majesty  as 
fulloweth 

Most  Gracious  Sarerdyit, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  Parliament 
assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majes^  for  the 
GtBcious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of . 
Parliament. 

To  be  prcnjnted  by  Trivy  CouucithN-H  and  suvh  Menilwra  jis  arc  of  Her 
Majesty's  Household. 
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SUPPLY— Resolved,  That  this  Uouac  will,  upon  Monday  next,  i-esolve  itself 
into  a  Committee  to  consider  of  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Estimates  presented  to  this  House  during  the 
present  Session  be  referred  to  t^e  Committee  of  SupjJy. — (Mr.  Htmbmy.) 

WAYS  AND  MEANS  -Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon  Monday  next, 
resolve  itself  into  a  Committee  to  consider  of  the  Ways  and  Means  for 
raising  the  Supply  to  be  ^uted  to  Her  Majesty. — {Mr.  HaiU/ury.) 

South  African  Wab — News  from  the  FRONT—On  the  Motion  for 
Adjournment — Questions,  Mr.  Caldwell  (Lanarkshire,  Mid)  and  Mr. 
Tennant  (Benvickshire) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  (Mr. 
^V,  J.  Balfour  Manchester,  E.)   ...  1160 

Adjoumed  at  ten  luinotes  before  One  of  the  Clock. 


LORDS:  MONDAY,  1^  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

ViHOOUNT  Clutdbn— Report  made  Jrom  the  Lord  Chancellor  that  the  right  of 
Thomas  Carles  Agar  Rohartes,  Viscount  Clifden,  to  vote  at  the  elections 

of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Lord  Chancellor  ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table     ...       ...  1161 

Sat  FiKKT — The  Lord  Wynford  sat  first  in  Parliament  after  the  death  of 

his  brother   1161 


PHIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  LoKU  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk,  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  been  complied  with — Imschenetzky's  Uralite  Patent ;  Maryport 
Harbour ;  National  Markets,  Stores,  and  Workshops ;  Rochdale 
Corporation  ;  Southport  and  Lytham  Tramroad ;  Walsall  Corporation ; 
And  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  not  been  complied  with  — Blacl^ool,  St.  Anne's, 
and  Lytham  Tnunways ;  Sftuth-Kastem  Metropohtan  Tnunwayn ; 
Aberdeen  Corporation  Tnunwajrs.  The  same  were  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  Table   IIGI 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  :  Itinningham  Corporation  (Stock) 
Bill  [ii.L.];  Bimiinghani  (Kin<;  Ixhvanl  the  Sixth)  Schools  Bill  [ii.u]: 
Birmuighitni  Uiiivursitv  Bill  [ill.  |  ;  liuin'ncniuuth  l'or|)uration  Hill  [ill.  |. 
Pretw;nto<l,  and  rtad  I"'   1161 

Burnley  OorpOration  Bill  [M.L.J  :  Biu-v  and  District  Water  (Transfer)  Bill 
[H-L.] ;  Cardiff  Corporation  Bill  [h-l  ]  ;  Church's  Patent  Bill  [h.l.]  ,  Clyde 
Navigation  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Cowes  Pier  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Dundee  Harbour  Bill 
[H-L-T;  East  Shropshire  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  East  Stirlingshire  Water  Bill 
[H.L.J ;  Edinburgh  Corporation  Bill  [h.  l.]  ;  Edinburgh  District  Lunacy 
Board  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Exniouth  Urban  Diatnct  Water  BillTn.L.]  ;  Falkirk  and 
District  Water  Bill  [ILU] ;  Falkirk  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  Glasgow 
Building  Regulations  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Hemol  Hempstead  Corporation  (Water) 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Higham  Ferrers  Water  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Ipewich  Corporation 
Tramway's  Bill  j^H.L.] ;  Kingston-upon-Thames  Corporation  Bill  ^l^]; 
Lancashire  Inebnates  Acts  Board  Bui  [h.l.| ;  Lincoln  Corporation  (Tram- 
ways) Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  >lai^te 
Corporation  Bill  [ill.];  Mcnstonc  Water  (Transfer)  Bill  [^H.u];  Mersey 
Docks  and  Harbour  Boanl  Bill  [u.L.] ;  Morlcy  Corporation  nil  [ill.]  ; 
Presented,  and  read  1"   1162 
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Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Bailwav  Bill  [h.l.];  Motherwell  Water  Bill 
rH.L.] ;  "Mountain  Ash  Water  Bill  [aL.] ;  Neath  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Newport  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiam  Urban 
DiBtrict  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water  Bill  Fh-l.]  ; 
Paignton  Urban  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  Preston  Corporation  BiUJu.L.] ; 
Kamsgate  Corporation  Improvements  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Kawmarsh  Urban  District 
Council  (Tramways)  Bill  [h.lJ  ;  Rotherham  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Rotherhithe  and  Katcliff  Tunnel  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Salford  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Sheffield  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Southampton  Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Sonth 
Essex  Water  Board  BiU'Th.l.]  j  South  Shields  Corporation  Bill  Th.l.]  ; 
Sunderland  Corporation  IBU  [h.l.]  ;  Withington  Urban  District  (Jouncil 
Bill  [H.L.] ;  Presented,  and  read  1";  Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust 
Bill  [h.l.];  Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Bexhill  and 
Botherfield  Railway  Bill  [h.l.];  Brewery  and  Commercial  Investment 
Trust,  Limited, Bill  [h.l];  Cleetnorpes  Gas  Bill  [h.l.];  Commercial  Union 
Assurance  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Presented ;  read  1° ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners   116.1 

OotIl  Bandon,  and  Sonth  Ooast  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Crystal  Palace 
Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Donegal  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Dorking  Water 
Bill  (H.L.] ;  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Exmouth 
and  District  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Fishguard  Water  and  Gas  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Glasgow  and 
.  South  Western  Railway  Bill  [h.l,]  ;  Government  Stock  and  other  Securities 
Investment  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Berkhampstead  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ; 
Great  Central  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Great  Southern  and  Western  and 
Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill 
[h.L.]  ;  Gtreat  Southern  and  Western  and  Waterford,  Limerick,  and 
Western  Railway  Companies  Amalgamation  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Great  Southern 
and  Western  Railway  Bill  [h.lJ  ;  Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act^  1868,  Amendment 
Bill  [h-uV;  Kingston-upon-Thames  Gas  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Liverpool  Overhead 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.];  London,  Br^hton,  and  South  Coast  Railway  Bill 
[H-L.]  ;  London  Hydraulic  Power  Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  London  Sea  Water 
Supply  BiUjrH.L.]  ;  Manchester  Ship  Canal  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Margate  Pier  and 
Harbour  Bill  [h.l.]  Presented ;  read  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       *.   ...       ...  1164 

MerseT  Railway  Bill  [h.l.];  Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of  Ireland 
3KD  [h.l.]  ;  Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellington  Railways  (Abandon- 
ment) BiD  [H.L.]  ;  Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas  Bill  [h.L.]  ;  New  Russia 
Company  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North-British  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  North-Eastern 
Railway  Bill  [h.lJ;  North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels)  Bill  [h-L.]  ; 
Rhymney  Iron  Company  Bill  |h.l.]  ;  Rhymney  Railway  Bill  [h.l.1  ; 
Scottish  American  Investment  Company,  Limited,  Bill  [h.!^];  ScottiA 
Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill  [h.u]  ;  Sheffield  District 
Railway  Bill  [H.L,] ;  South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railways  Bill  [h-L.];  South-Eastem  and  London,  Chatham,  and  Dover 
Railways  Bill  [hl.];  South-Eastern  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  South  Stailbrd- 
shire  Tramways  Bill  rH.L.] ;  Taff  Vale  Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Universal  Life 
Assurance  Society  Bill  [h.l.];  Westgate  and  Birchington  Water  Bill  [H.L.]  ; 
Wirrall  Railway  Bill  [h.l.].  Presented,  and  read  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners   1 1  <>-^ 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ^ir. 

Aged  Deserving  Poor — Report  of  Departmental  Committee  on  the  financial 
aspects  of  the  proposals  made  by  the  Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  (rf  1899 ;  with  appendices  ...       ...       ...       ..■  n<>*> 
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BoYAL  Univsrsitt  OF  IRELAND — Annual  Report  for  the  year  1899. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1166 

Chelsea  Hospital — Account  of  the  receiptg  and  expenditure  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  Chelsea  Hospital  in  reroect  of  Army  Prize  and  Legacy 
Funds,  etc.,  for  the  year  ended  31st  March,  1899 ;  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon ;  laid  before  the 
House  (pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table  1 166 

PETITION. 

Vaccination  Acts— Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  the  Guardians  of  the 

Poor  of  the  Northwich  Union ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table    ...  1166 

South  African  War  Commands  at  the  Front — Question,  Lord  Bateman ; 

Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  War  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne) ...  1166 

Land  Ohargea  Bill — [Lords],  Second  Reading — Order  of  the  Day  for  ihe 
Second  Kouling  read. 

21u  Lord  ChaMxOor  {The  Earl  of  HiMurif)   1167 

Bill  read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole 
House. 

Lunacy  Bill — [Lords],  Second  Beading — Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Beading  read. 

The  Earl  of  Halinary   1167 

Read  a  second  time,  and  committed  to  a  Committee  of  the  whole  House;. 

South  African  War — Contemplated  Military  Measures. 

Discussion  : 

The  Earl  of  IhmraflKn     ...  1168      Earl  Broumloa   1188 

The  Marquess  of  Lansdmm  1168       The  Earl  of  Kimherley   1188 

LwdSaltoun   1183      Earl  Nelson    1189 

LordfTantage   1183  The  Marquess  of  Granby         ...  1189 

Viscount  Gahoay  1184       Lord  TvxedmoiUh    1190 

Lord  Blythmood  1185       The  Earl  of  fFemyn    1191 

The  Earl  of  Dunravm     ...  H8G  The  Marqaeas  of  Lansdowne     ..  1192 

Lord  MoiOcmell   1186 

The  Hooae  adjourned  at  twenty-five  inmates  past  EKx  of  the  olock. 


COMMONS:  MONDAY,  12th  FEBRUARY.  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills— [Lords].  Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That,  in  respect  of  the  Bills 
comprised  in  the  List  reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
intended  to  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they  have  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the  following  cases,  viz. : — 
Imschenetzky's  (Uralite)  Patent.  Miuyport  Harbour.  National  Markets 
and  Stores  and  Workshops.   Walsall  Onporation  1195 
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Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways — Petition  for  Bill;  referred  to  the 

Select  Gonunittee  on  Standing  Orders    ...  1195 

Blackpool,  St.  Anne's,  and  Lythau  Tramways— Petition  for  Bill ;  referred 

to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders   1 195 

SoiTH  Eastern  MKntopoLiTAN  Tramways — Petition  for  Bill;  referred  to 

the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  1196 

Aberdeen  Police  and  Lnprovement  Bill — "  To  authorise  the  Lord  Provost, 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the  City  and  Royal  Burgh  of  Aberdeen 
to  make  certain  bridge  and  street  improvements,  to  confer  upon  them  new 
powers  with  respect  to  police  matters,  streets,  and  buildings ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  1196 


Jkirdiie,  Coatbrid^fe  and  District  Water  Tmst  Bill—"  To  constitute  and 
incorporate  a  water  trust  for  the  burghs  of  Coatbridge  and  Airdrie  and  the 
districts  adjacent  thereto  in  the  county  of  Lanark  to  transfer  to  and  vest  in 
such  trust  the  undertaking  of  the  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Company 
and  for  other  purpose,*'  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  sectmd  time     ...  1196 

3akor  Sreet  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill— "To  confer  further  povets 
ujMm  the  Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Bulway  Comumy,"  read  the  first 
tune ;  and  refeired  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills        ...  1196 


Bedford  Oas  Bill— "To  confer  further  powers  on  the  Bedford  Gas  Light 
Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  rraerred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   1196 


Belfiut  and  Oonntjr  Down  Bailway  Bill— "To  authorise  the  Belfast  and 
County  Down  Rulway  Company  to  construct  a  railway  from  Newcastle  to 
join  the  railway  of  the  Great  Nojthern  Bailway  Company  (Ireland)  at 
Ballyroney ;  to  run  over  and  use  a  jwrtion  of  the  railway  of  that  company ; 
to  enter  into  working  and  other  agreements  with  that  company  ;  to  confer 
further  powers  upon  the  company  with  reference  to  steam  vessels,  and 
further  powers  in  connection  with  their  undertaking;  and  for  other 
rairposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
W  Private  Mis   1196 


Bradford  Oorporation  Bill— "To  authorise  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Citizens  of  the  city  of  Bradford,  in  the  county  of  York,  to  construct 
additional  tramways  in  and  near  the  city ;  to  acquire  lands  for  the 
protection  of  their  water  supply ;  to  purchase  the  undertakings  of  the 
Clayton,  Allerton,  and  Thornton  Gas  Company,  the  North  Bierly  Gas 
Company,  the  Eccleshill  and  Bolton  Gas  Company,  and  the  Airedale  Gas 
Company ;  to  purchase  gas  from  the  Drighlington  and  Gildersome 
Gas  Light  Company ;  to  make  fiu1.her  provision  for  the  health  and  good 
government  of  tiie  city ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to 
Be  read  a  second  time  1197 


Bray  and  Enniakerry  Railway  Bill— "To  empower  the  Bray  and 
Enniskerry  Railway  Company  to  make  certain  extensions  of  their 
authorised  railway,  and  to  work  same  by  electrical  power ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  road  the  first  time  i  and  rderred  to  the  EScaminers  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   1197 
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Brighton  Corporation  Bill — "To  empower  the  Mayor,  Aldeimen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  of  Brighton  to  construct  and  work 
tramways ;  to  erect  generating  stations  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  1197 

British  Gas  Liffht  Company  (Staffordshire  Potteries)  Bill— "For 

empowering  the  British  Gas  Light  Company,  Limited,  to  erect  new  works 
and  to  expend  further  capital  at  their  S^^ordshire  Potteries  Station," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills  1197 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway  Bill— "To  extend  the  time 
for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands  and  for  the  construction  and  com- 
pletion of  the  Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  refeired  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   119Y 

Buckingham,  Towcester,  and  Hetrovolitan  Junction  Railway  Bill— 

"For  incorporating  the  Buckingham,  Towcester,  and  Metropolitan 
Junction  Railway  Company ;  and  for  empowering  them  to  construct  a 
railway  from  \  erney  Junction,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham,  to 
Towcester,  in  the  county  of  Northampton ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1197 

Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity  Supply  Bill— "To  empower  the 
Charing  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity  Supply  Coip(H»tion,  Limited,  to- 
construct  a  generating  station  in  the  parish  of  West  Ham,  and  to  lay 

mains  connecting  their  generating  stations,  and  to  acquire  laiids,  and  to 
construct  a  short  line  of  railway ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills        ...  119K 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Bill—"  To  extend  the 
powers  of  the  Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway  Company 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  andreferrcd  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  1 19ft 

Chelsea  Water  Bill— "To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Chelsea  Waterworks  ;  to  declare  valid  the  creation  and  issue 
by  them  of  certain  shares  and  stock  and  the  payment  of  dividends  thereon ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
6f  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  11 9S 

Cheshire  Lines  Committee  Bill— "To  enable  the  Cheshire  Lines  Com- 
mittee to  make  a  new  railway  ;  to  acquire  additional  lands  ;  to  stop  up 
certain  streets  ;  and  for  other  pumoses,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    ...  1198. 

City  and  South  London  Railway  Kll—"  To  amend  the  City  and  South 
London  Railway  Act^  1893,"  read  the  first  time :  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1 1 9^*- 

City  of  London  Electric  Lighting  Bill—"  To  empower  the  City  of  London 
Electric  Lighting  Company  (Limited)  to  acquire  lands  and  Vork  gene- 
rating stations  ;  and  for  other  purooses,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   llWf*. 
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City  of  London  (Various  Powers)  Bill— "To  empower  the  Corporation 
of  the  City  of  London  to  acquire  and  maintain  Finsbury  Circus  Gardens 
as  an  open  spac^  and  to  acquire  Spitalfields  Market,  with  power  to 
maintain  or  sell  or  lease  the  same ;  to  purchase  lands  for  various  purposes, 
and  to  adopt  and  apply  the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts ;  to  establish  a 
Crematorium  at  Ilford  Cemetery ;  to  make  further  and  better  accommoda- 
tion for  the  laying  of  pipes,  wires,  and  other  apparatus  in,  over,  or  under 
streets ;  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Corporation  with  respect  to 
the  control  of  streets  and  structures  across  streets  and  the  fixing  of 
apparatus  for  public  lighting  in  streets ;  to  make  further  provisions  for  the 
health  and  good  government  of  the  Citv  and  of  the  open  spaces  therein  ; 
to  enable  persons  elected  to  Corporate  Offices  in  the  City  to  retire 
therefrom  ;  to  empower  the  Corporation  to  borrow  money  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  dme  1199 


Olontarf  Urban  District  Council  Bill—"  To  authorise  the  Clontarf  Urban 
District  Council  to  construct  works  for  sewage  and  drainage  purposes,  to 
erect  a  sea  wall,  to  acquire  lands,  to  borrow  moneys ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   ...       ...       ...  1199 


OoUmial  Bank  — "  To  increase  the  limit  of  the  note  issue  of  the  Colonial 
Bank ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1199 


County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial  Blectric  Liffhtinj^  Bill— "To 

authorise  the  County  of  London  and  Brush  Provincial  Electric  Lighting 
Company,  Limited,  to  purchase  lands  and  construct  generating  stations ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  1199 

Coventry  Corporation  Bill — "  To  empower  the  Corporation  of  Coventry  to 
make  certain  street  works,  and  to  confer  further  powers  on  them  in  regard 
to  streets,  buildines,  and  sewers,  and  the  health,  local  government,  and 
improvement  of  the  city ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  reaa  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time       ...    ...   1199 


Oroydon  Tlrunmijrs  and  bniHrovein^ts  Bill — "  To  authorise  the  Corporar 
tion  of  Croydon  to  construct  additional  tramways  and  to  work  the  tram- 
ways in  the  borough ;  to  execute  certain  street  improvements ;  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  government  and  for  the  preservation  of  the  health 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  cotmty  borough  of  Croydon ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   ...       ...       ...  1200 

Dublin  Coiporation  Bill — "  To  extend  the  City  of  Dublin   and  for  other 

purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  he  read  a  second  time  1 200 

Durham  (County  <^  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill—"  For  incorporating 
and  conferring  powers  upon  the  County  of  Durham  Electric  Power  Supply 
Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  reaa  a 
second  tmie     1200 

Bast  London  Water  Bill — "To  authorise  the  East  London  Waterworks 
Company  to  construct  additional  storage  re8er\'oirs  and  other  works  ;  to 
take  fuither  water  from  the  river  Thames  in  cases  of  exceptional  drought 
and  other  emer^ncy;  to  raise  fiuther  money ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  BiUs  1200 
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Exeter  Oorporation  Bill — "  To  extend  the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of 
Exoter ;  to  unite  the  parishes  within  the  extended  city  into  one  parish ;  to 
authoiise  the  reconstruction  of  the  Exe  Bridfe  and  the  construction  oi 
certain  street  works ;  and  for  other  purposes,  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time     ...       ...       ...       ...    ...       ...  1200 

Farnworth  Urban  District  Ckmndl  Bill—"  To  empower  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Famvbrth  to  construct  additional  tramways  and  to  work  tram- 
ways, and  to  make  further  provisions  for  the  good  government  of  the  said 
district ;  and  for  odier  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time   ■  120O 

Oas,  Light  and  Ooke,  Oommercial  Oas,  and  South  Metropolitan  Gas 
Companies  Bill — "  For  making  further  provision  as  to  testing  the  illumin- 
ating power  of  gas  supplied  by  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke,  the  South 
Metropolitan  Gas,  and  the  Commercial  Gas  Companies  in  the  Adminis- 
trative County  of  London,  and  for  regulating  the  supply  by  those 
companies  of  prepayment  meters  and  fittings  in  connection  therewith ;  imd 
for  other  purposes,  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1301 

Gas  Light  and  Ctoke  Cknnpany  Bill—"  To  enable  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  to  raise  additional  mon^s  and  to  purchase,  take  and  hold  lands ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  1 201 

Glastonbury  and  Street  Gas  Bill—"  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Glastonbury  Street  and  District  Gas  Company  j  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 

Petitions  for  Private  Bills   '   1201 

Glastonbury  Oorporation  Oas  Bill—"  To  empower  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Glastonbury'  to  supply  gas,  and  to 
provide  for  the  transfer  of  the  undertaking  of  the  Glastonbury  Gas  and 
Coke  Company,  Limited,  to  the  Corporation;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  firat  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1 201 

Grantham  Gas  Bill— "To  confer  further  powers  on  the  Grantham  Gas 
Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    1201 

Great  Eastern  Railway  Bill—"  To  authorise  the  Great  Eastern  Kailway 
Company  to  make  further  railways,  widenings,  and  works  ;  to  confirm  an 
agreement  between  the  company  and  the  Hertford  County  Council,  and 
the  Epping  Rural  District  Coimcil  and  other  parties;  and  to  authorise  the 
company  and  the  said  County  Council  and  District  Council  to  construct 
roads  in  accordance  therewith ;  to  extend  the  time  for  the  purchase  of 
lands  for  and  for  the  completion  of  part  of  an  authorised  railwaj' ;  to 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  company  ;  to  pro\nde  for  the  transfer  to 


Grmpany ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Hlls   1301 

Great  Northern  Railway  Bill— "To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Great 
Northern  Eailway  Company,"  read  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1 202 

Great  Northern  Bailway  (Ireland)  Bill—"  To  confer  further  powers  upon 
the  Great  Northern  Railway  Company  (Ireland),"  i-ead  the  first  time; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1202 
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Qreat  Western  BaUway  Bill—"  For  conferring  further  powers  upon  the 
Great  Western  Railway  Company  in  respect  of  meir  own  undertaking,  and 
upon  that  company  and  the  London  and  North  Western  Elailway  Company 
in  respect  of  undertakings  in  which  they  are  jointly  interested,  and  upon 
the  Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Kailways  Joint  Committee  in 
respect  of  their  undertaking ;  for  vesting  the  undertakings  of  the  Staines 
and  West  Drayton  and  the  Birmingham  and  Henley-in-Arden  Railway 
Companies  in  the  Great  Western  Railway  Company ;  for  transferring  to 
that  Company  the  powers  of  the  Birmingham,  North  Warwickshire,  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon,  Railway  Company,  and  extending  the  time  for 
the  construction  of  certain  authorised  railwaj's  of  that  company  ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1202 

Great  Tarmon^  Port  and  Haven  Bill — "For  enlarging  the  powers  of  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Port  and  Haven  of  Great  Yarmouth  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  for  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1 203 

Halifox  Corporation  Bill-  To  extend  the  Iwundaries  of  the  county  lx>rough 
of  Halifax  and  to  empower  the  Corporation  to  construct  additional  tram- 
ways, street  widenings,  and  improvements ;  to  confer  further  powers  with 
respect  to  theii*  waterworks  undertaking,  and  in  r^;ard  to  streets,  buildings, 
and  drains,  and  for  the  health,  local  government,  and  improvement  of  the 
borough ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time   1203 

Hamilton  Burgh  Bill—"  To  amend  the  Hamilton  Burgh  Act,  1878,  with 
regard  to  assessments  and  the  common  good  of  the  buigh ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  re^  a  second  time  1203 

Hartlepool  Qas  and  Water  Bill—"  To  consolidate  and  convert  the  capital 
of  the  Hartlepool  Gas  and  Watei'  Company,  and  to  enalile-  that  company 
to  raise  additional  moneys;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1203 

Hastings  Corporation  Bill — "  To  confer  hirther  powers  on  the  Corporation 
of  the  county  borough  of  Hastings  with  respect  to  the  improvement  and 
good  government  of  the  borough,  to  amend  and  extend  provisions  of  the 
local  Acts ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1203 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill  -"  To  extend  the  periods  limited  for  the  purchase  of 
lanHs  for  and  for  the  completion  of  the  harbour  works,  to  enable  the 
Commissioners  to  borrow  further  money ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1203 

Hastings  Tramways  Bill — "  To  incorporate  the  Hastings  Tramways 
Company,  and  to  empower  that  Company'  to  make  and  maintain  tramways 
and  other  works  in  the  county  borough  of  Hastings ;  and  for  other 
pniposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  1203 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  Improvement  Bill  — "  To  confer  powers  ujmn 
the  urban  district  council  of  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby  for  the  construction 
of  a  parade,  new  streets,  pier,  and  other  works,  to  authorise  the  inclosure 
of  the  Great  Meols  Commons ;  and  for  other  pusposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 


to  be  read  a  second  time 


...  1204 
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Hnddersfield  Corporation  Trunways  BiU^"To  enable  the  Mayor,  Alder- 
men, and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Huddersfield  to  construct  additional 
tramways  in  and  adjacent  to  the  borough ;  and  for  ot^er  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1204 

Huntingdon  Corporation  Bill — "To  vest  in  the  Corporation  of  the  Borough 
of  Huntingdon  certain  common  lands  and  baulks  and  Freeman's  rights  of 
pasturage  in  certain  Lammas  Lands,  to  transfer  certain  rents  and  monies  to 
the  Corporation,  to  empower  the  Corporation  to  form  public  parks  and 
recreation  grounds ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  he 
read  a  second  time     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  ...  1204 

mfracombe  ImprOTement  Bill — "  To  authorise  the  Urban  District  Council 
of  Ilfracombe,  m  the  county  of  Devon,  to  construct  additional  water-works 
for  the  supply  of  their  district  and  the  parishes  of  Berrynarbor,  Combe, 
Martin,  and  Morthoe,  and  to  make  further  and  better  provision  for  the 
improvement,  health,  local  government,  and  finance  of  the  district ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  ...  1204 

Jarrow  and  Hebbum  Electricity  Supply  Bill — "To  enable  the  Walker 
and  Walsend  Union  Gas  Company  to  supply  electricity  ^vithin  the  borough 
of  Jarrow  and  Urban  District  of  Hebburn,  in  the  County  of  Durham ;  to 
raise  additional  capital ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  \  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    ...       ...       ...  1204 

Eingsconrt,  Keady,  and  Armaffh  Railway  Bill— "To  incorporate  the 
Kingscourt,  Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  Company,  and  to  empower  them 
to  construct  railways  in  the  counties  of  Cavan,  Monagan,  and  Aima^ ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  to  oe  read  a  second 
time   1204 

Knott  End  Railway  Bill—"  To  empower  the  Knott  End  Railway  Company 
to  constnict  an  extention  of  their  railway  from  Pilling  to  Ga^te,  and  to 
provide  for  the  acquisition  by  that  company  of  the  undertaking  of  the 
Garstang  and  Knott  End  Bailway^  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time        ...       ...       ...       ...  1305 

Lambeth  Water  Bill — "  To  authorise  the  Company  of  Proprietors  of  Lambeth 
Waterworks  to  execute  further  works,  to  purchase  additional  lands,  to 
take  further  water  from  the  River  Thames,  and  to  raise  further  money  j 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  ftivate  Bills  1205 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Bill—"  For  conferring  further  powera 

on  the  Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Company  with  relation  to  their 
own  undertaking,  and  upon  that  company  and  the  London  and  North 
Western  Railway  Company  with  relation  to  the  Preston  and  Wyre 
Railway ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1206 

Lancashire,  Dn-byshire,  and  East  Coast  Railway  Bill— "To  confer 
further  powers  on  the  Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast  Railway 
Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  BiUs   1205 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  Bill—"  For  incorporating  and  conferring  powers 
on  the  Lancashire  Electric  Power  Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
mad  a  second  time   1205 
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Iiancaster  Oorporation  Bill— "To  empower  the  Coiporation  of  Lancaster 
to  acquire  the  undertaking  of  the  Lancaster  and  District  Tramways 
Company,  Limited;  to  construct  additional  tramways;  to  widen 'streets, 
and  make  a  footbridge  over  the  River  Lune ;  to  deal  with  Lancaster 
Marsh  ;  to  commute  portions  of  the  Vicar  of  Lancaster's  Tithe  and  Dues ; 
to  make  further  provisions  for  the  ^ood  government  of  the  borough  ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time         ...  1205 

Xatimer  Road  and  Acton  Railway  Bill— "For  the  abandonment  of  the 
Latimer  Boad  and  Acton  Railway/'  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1206 

Lee  Conservancy  Bill — "  To  alter  the  constitution  and  amend  and  extend 
the  statutory  powers  of  the  Lee  Conservancy  Board,"  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1206 

UvrapOOl  Oorporation  Bill — "For  authorising  the  Corporation  of  the  City 
01  Liverpool  to  execute  certain  street  improvements ;  for  making  further 
provisions  for  the  protection  of  the  public  health ;  for  amending  various 
local  Acts  in  force  within  the  city ;  for  authorising  the  Corporation  to 
raise  money  by  the  issue  of  bills;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  rrad  a  second  time   1206 

London  and  India  Dot^s  Joint  Oommittee  Bill — "  To  repeal  exemptions 
from  rates  or  charges  of  certain  craft  usin^  the  docks  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  London  and  India  Docks  Joint  Committee  and  of  goods 

discharged  or  received  by  such  craft ;  and  to  empower  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee to  levy  rates  or  charges  thereon,"  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    ...  1206 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  Bill— "Fch-  empowering  the  London 
and  North  Western  Railway  Company  to  construct  additional  dock  works 
at  Carston ;  and  for  conferring  further  powers  upon  that  company  in 
relation  to  their  own  undertaking,  and  upon  thf^t  company  and  the  Great 
Western  Railway  Company  and  the  Great  Central  Railway  Company  in 
relation  to  their  Joint  Undertakings;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  ...  1206 

London  and  North  Western  Railway  (Wales)  Bill— "For  conferring 
further  powers  upon  the  London  and  North  Western  Railway  Company 
for  the  construction  of  works  and  acquisition  of  lands  in  Wales  ;  and  for 
other  purposes ;  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1207 

London  and  Saint  Katharine  Docks  and  East  and  West  India  Dock 
Oompanies  Bill — "For  the  amaJgamation  of  the  undertakings  of  the 
London  and  St.  Katharine  Docks  (^mpany  and  the  East  and  West  India 
Dock  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1207 

London  and  South  Western  Railway  Bill— "To  confer  further  powers 
upon  the  London  and  South  Western  Railway  Company,  and  to  authorise 
them  to  execute  further  works,  to  acquire  additional  lands,  and  to  raise 
further  money ;  and  to  vary  in  certain  respects  the  provisions  of  The 
South  Western  Railway  Act,  1899;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time;  and  rderred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  ...  1207 

London  Oonnty  Oonncil  (Oompnlsor^r  Parchase  of  Land)  Bill— "To 

confer  on  the  London  County  Counuil  certain  general  powers  for  taking 
houses,  buildings,  and  lands  for  purposes  of  street  improvements,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  bo  read  a  second  time   1 207 
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London  Oonnty  Ctowicil  (Ctoneral  Powers)  Bill — "  To  enable  the  London 
County  Council  to  purchase  lands  for  various  purposes ;  to  provide  fur 
contributions  by  the  Council  and  certain  Yestrics  and  District  Boards  of 
Works  towards  the  acquisition  of  land  for  open  spaces ;  to  extend  the 
time  limited  for  the  purchase  of  certain  lands  by  the  Council ;  to  confer 
powers  on  the  Vestry  of  Saiiit  Mary,  Battersea,  as  to  the  '  Latchmere 
Allotments '  and  lands  for  an  electric  station ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
reatl  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time        ...       ...       ...       ...  120T 

London  Oonnty  OonncU  (Lnprovements)  Bill—"  To  empower  the  London 
County  Council  to  mak^  an  extension  of  the  Thames  Embankment  and  a 
new  street  and  improvements  at  Westminster ;  to  widen  Mare  Street, 
Hackney ;  and  to  make  other  street  improvements  and  works  in  the 
administrative  Coimty  of  London ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time       ...  1208 

London  Oonnty  Oonncil  (Spitalflelds  Marlcet)  Bill— *' To  empower  the 

London  County  Council  to  acquire  Spitalfields  Market,  in  the  parish  of 
Christchurch,  Spitalfields ;  and  to  make  various  provisons  with  reference 
thereto,"  read  the  first  time  :  to  be  read  a  second  time   1 308 

London,  Waltbamstow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  Bill—*'  To  authorise 
the  London,  Walthamatow,  and  Eppine  Forest  Railway  Company  to  con- 
struct a  portion  of  their  authorised  railway  in  tunnel  instead  of  in  cutting ; 
to  extend  the  time  for  the  compulsory  purchase  of  lands  and  for  the  con- 
struction and  completion  of  their  authorised  railway  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  the  first  time  :  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills  1 208 

London  Water  (Purchase)  Bill — '  To  empower  the  London  County  Council 
to  acquire  the  undertalangs  of  the  London  Water  Companies ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1208 

London  Water  (Welsh  Supply)  Bill— "To  authorise  the  constmction  of 
reservoirs  and  works  in  Wales,  and  the  construction  of  aqueducts  and 
works  for  the  supply  of  water  to  London  and  neightiourhood ;  and  for 
other  purposee  ;  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time     ...        ...  1208 

Lowestoft  Railway  Bill — "For  incorporating  the  Lowestoft  Kailwi^  Company 
and  authorising  them  to  construct  railways  in  the  counties  of  Norfolk  and 
Suffolk ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time   1208 

Kaidenhead  Gas  B0— "To  amend  the  Maidenhead  Gas  Act,  1876,  and  to 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  Maidenhead  Gas  Company,'*  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  !Klls        ...  1209 

Haiichester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Express  Railway  Bill  "For 
incorporating  and  conferring  powers  upon  Uie  Manchester  and  Liverpool 
Electric  Express  Railway  (^mpany,"  read  the  fii-st  time  ;  to  I)e  read  a 

second  time     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1209 

Market  Weiflrhton  Drainage  and  Navigation  Bill  "For  incorporating 
and  making  better  provisions  for  the  meetings  and  proceedings  of  the 
Trustees  of  the  Market  Weighton  Drainage  and  Canal  in  the  east  riding 
of  the  coimty  of  York  :  for  Iwtter  defining  the  lands  subject  to  taxation  by 

the  said  tnistees,  and  making  other  provisions  relative  thereto ;  for 
relieving  the  said  trustees  from  their  obligations  to  maintain  the  said  canal ; 
for  conferring  further  powers  on  the  said  trustees  ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  )>e  read  a  second  time        ...       •  1209 
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lC6tro|K>litan  District  Railway  Bill — "  For  empow  ering  the  Metropolitan 
District  Railway  Company  to  erect  a  station  for  generating  electrical  energy 
and  thereby  work  certain  railways  to  acquire  lands  to  extend  the  time  for 
the  completion  of  certain  railways  and  compulsorv-  purchase  of  lands  tO' 
make  ceitaiu  provisions  with  respect  to  the  Ealing  and  South  Harrow  and 
Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Railways ;  to  raise  further  capital ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Pnvate  Bills    ...    ^  ...1209 


Metropolitan  Water  Oompaniea  Bill — "  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Local  Government  Bosod,  and  to  impose  further  obligations  upon  the 
Metropolitan  Water  Companies  with  a  veiw  to  providing  for  the  future 
needs  of  the  Metropolis  in  regard  to  the  supply  of  water,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bill  1 209 


IGd-Kent  Water  Bill— "For  extending  the  limits  of  supply  of  f&e  Mid-Kent 
Water  Company ;  and  for  conferring  further  powers  o*i  the  company  for 
the  construction  of  works,  the  raising  of  capital,  and  otherwise  in  relation 
to  their  undertaking,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  khe  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1209' 


IGdIand  Railway  Bill — "  To  confer  additional  powers  upon  the  Midland 
Railway  Company  and  upon  the  Midland  ana  North  Eastern  Railway 
Companies  Committee  and  upon  the  Midland  and  Great  Northern  Railways 
Joint  Committee  for  the  construction  of  works  and  the  acquisition  of 
lands  :  to  empower  the  Midland  Railway  Company  to  subscribe  towards 
the  undertaking  of  the  Yorkshire  Dales  Railway  Company  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  :  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills        ...   1210- 

Morecambe  Urban  District  Oonncil  (Gas)  Bill— '*  To  provide  for  the 
tnmsfer  of  the  imdertaking  of  the  Morecambe  Gas  and  Light  Company 
to  the  Morecambe  Urban  District  Council,  and  to  <x>nfer  further  powers 
on  the  said  Gotmcil  with  respect  to  the  supply  of  gas ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  ...       ...       ...  1210- 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Bill—"  To  confer  further  powers 
upon  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply  Company,  Limited,  for  the 
construction  of  works,  and  the  supply  of  electrical  ener^  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   1210 

North  HetrofKilitan  Electric  Power  Supply  Bill— "For  incorporating 
and  conferring  powers  upon  the  North  Metropolitan  Electric  Power  Supply 
Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time   1210 


Korth  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Oanal  Oompany  Bill  -'<To  consoli- 
date the  debenture  stocks  of  the  North  Metropolitan  Railway  and  Canal 
Company  :  to  amend  in  certain  respects  the  Acts  relating  to  the  company; 
to  change  the  name  of  the  company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  ...  1210 


Horth  Warwickshire  Water  Bill — "  To  enable  the  North  Warwickshire  . 
Water  Company  to  extend  their  limits  of  supply ;  to  construct  additional 
water-works  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills      ...   1211 
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ITottinjfham  Corporation  Bill—"  To  empower  the  Corporation  of  Notting- 
ham to  make  certain  street  improvements ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1211 

Oldham  Oorporation  Bill— "To  empower  the  Corporation  of  Oldham  to 
extend  and  improve  their  existing  Market  Hall ;  to  confer  further  powera 
upon  the  Corporation  with  regard  to  sanitary  and  other  matters,  and  to 
make  better  provision  for  the  health,  local  government,  and  improvement 
of  the  borough ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  re^  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time   1211 

Ossett  Oorporation  Oaa  Bill—"  To  authorise  the  sale  of  the  undertaking  of 
the  Ossett  Gas  Company  to  the  Corporation  of  Ossett ;  and  to  empower 
the  Corporation  to  supply  gas  within  the  borough  of  Ossett  and  pkices 
adjacent  thereto,"  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  ...       ...  1211 

Ossett  Qas  Bill — "  To  extend  the  powers  of  and  amend  the  Act  relating  to 
the  Ossett  Gas  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1211 

Pontefract  Park  Bill—"  For  regulating  the  rating  of  Pontefract  Park,  in  the 
west  riding  of  the  county  of  York,  in  respect  of  poor  rates  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time    ...       ...       ...  1211 

heading  Oorporation  (Tramways)  Bill — "To  confer  powers  upon  the 
Corporation  of  the  borough  of  Reading  with  respect  to  the  construction 
and  working  of  tramways  in  the  borough  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  he  read  a  second  time   1211 

JEtedhill  Qas  Bill— "To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Redhill  Gas  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Exunlners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   1212 

Aickmansworth  and  TTxbridge  Valley  Water  Bill— For  extending 
the  limits  of  supply  of  and  conferring  further  powers  upon  the  Rickmans- 
worth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs   1212 

Itngeley  Gas  Bill — "For  incorporating  and  conferring  powers  upon  the 
Rugeley  Gas  Company;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and 
referred  to  the  Ex^niners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   ...   1212 

Bt.  Albans  Water  Bill—"  To  authorise  the  St.  Albans  Waterworks  Company 
to  acquire  further  lands,  and  to  raise  further  moneys,  and  to  extend  their 
limits  of  supply ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Exammers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills      ...       ...       ...       ...  1212 

fit.  David's  Railway  (Additional  Powers)  Bill—"  To  authorise  the  con- 
struction of  railways  in  the  county  of  Pembroke ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  BiUs  1212 

•Scarboronffh  Oorporation  Bill — "To  empower  the  Corporation  of  Scar- 
borough to  make  an  approach  road  to  the  New  Marine  Drive,  to  alter  the 
line  of  the  sea  wall  of  the  said  drive,  to  widen  and  improve  the  Ramsden 
Valley  Bridge,  and  to  construct  a  street  Tramway,  to  make  further  and 
better  provision  for  the  improvement,  health,  and  good  government  of  the 
borough  of  Scarborough,  to  alter  the  constitution  of  the  Scarborough 
Harbour  Commissioners ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to 
•be  .read  a  second  time  «   1212 
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South  Lancashire  Tramways  Bill — "  To  incorporate  the  South  Lancashire 
Tramways  Company  ;  and  to  empower  that  Company  to  make  tramways 
and  street  improvements ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time   121tJ 


South  Uetropolitan  Oas  Bill—"  To  empower  the  South  Metropolitan  Gas 
Company  to  alter  the  provisions  as  to  the  standfurd  price  and  the  illumina- 
ting power  of  the  gas  supplied  by  the  company ;  to  construct  a  railway  in 
the  parish  of  Greenwich ;  and  to  purchase  by  agreement  so  much  of  the 
souuiem  portion  of  the  undertaking  of  the  Gas  and  Coke  Company 
as  is  situate  in  the  county  of  London  south  of  the  Thames ;  and  for  other 
purposes,'*  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills   12l;t 

Southport  Oorporation  Bill—"  To  enable  the  Mayor,  Alderman,  and  Bur- 
gesses of  the  Borough  of  Southport  to  carry  out  street  improvements  and 
other  works ;  and  to  make  further  provisions  for  the  improvement  and 
good  government  of  the  said  borough ;  and  for  other  purposes/'  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  1213. 

Southport  Extension  and  Tramways  Bill — "  To  extend  the  boundaries  of 
the  borough  of  Southport,  to  authorise  the  construction  of  tramways,  and 
to  confer  further  powers  on  the  Corporation  with  i*espect  to  the  supply  of 
gas  and  electricity;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time   121.3: 

Soutilport  Water  Bill — "  For  the  granting  of  further  powers  to  the  South- 
port  Waterworks  Company,"  r^  the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills     1213: 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution  Bill—  "  For  incorporating 
and  conferring  powers  on  the  South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Distribution 
Company,"  r^  die  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  1213< 

Spalding  Urban  District  Council  (Water)  Bill— "To  authorise  the  Urban 
District  Council  of  Spalding  to  purchase  the  ilhdertaking  of  the  Spalding 
Waterworks  Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time   121*3: 

Stockport  Oorporation  Tramways  Bill— "To  empower  the  Mayor, 
Alderman,  and  Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  of  Stockport  to  construct 
tramways  in  the  borough  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time      ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ....  12r4. 

Taunton  Oorporation  Bill — "  To  make  [o^nsion  in  regard  to  the  water 
undertaking  of  the  Corporation  of  the  borough  of  "i^unton,  and  to  the 
health,  loau  government,  improvement,  and  finance  of  the  said  borough,  to 
empower  the  said  Corporation  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Markets  of  the 
borou^  to  erect  a  town  hall,  and  to  make  further  provision  in  regard  to 
the  said  markets,  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to  &  read 
a  second  time  121.4 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Ootmcil  Bill—"  To  provide  for  vesting  In  the 
IJrbwi  District  Council  of  Tottenham,  in  the  County  of  Middlesex,  the 
I^ammas  Lands  in  the  district ;  to  confer  various  powers  with  respect  tu 
Commons,  open  spaces,  and  recreation  grounds,  the  supply  of  electricity, 
streets,  buildings,  and  other  matters  of  local  government ;  ami  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  l>e  read  a  second  time   ...   1214 
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^Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill — "For  incorporation  and  conferring  powers 
on  the  Tyneside  Electric  Power  Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time     ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1214 

Vale  of  Bheidol  Light  Railway  Bill — "To  extend  the  period  for  the 
purchase  of  land  and  for  the  construction  of  the  authorised  Railway,  and 
to  work  the  traffic  thereon  by  electrical  or  other  motive  power ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills   12U 

Wakefield  Oor^ration  Market  Bill — To  empower  the  Mayor,  Aiders 
men,  and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  Wakefield  to  purchase  the  underti^ng  of 
the  Wakefield  Borough  Market  Company,  and  to  make  further  provision 
in  regard  to  the  markets  and  slai^hter  houses  of  the  said  city ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1214 

Wandsworth  and  Patn^  Gas  Bill — "To  convert  the  capital  of  the  Wands- 
worth and  Putney  CTaslight  and  Coke  Company;  to  raise  additional 
eapital ;  to  constnict  works ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills   ...  1215 

West  Bromwich  Corporation  Bill — "  To  confer  powers  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  county  borough  of  West  Bromwich  with  respect  to  Tramways 
and  to  their  electric  lighting  and  other  undertakings;  to  make  furdier 
provision  for  the  improvement  and  good  government  <^  the  borough ;  to 
amend  and  extend  the  provisions  of  we  local  Acts  relating  to  the  borou^ ; 
and  for  other  purpose^  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second  time   ...  1215 

West  Ham  Corporation  Ull — "  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  Mavor, 
Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  of  West  Ham ;  and  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  ^ood  government  of  that  borough ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time   1215 

Wetherby  District  Water  Bill— "To  enable  the  Wetherby  District  Water 
Company  to  extend  their  limits  of  supply ;  construct  additional  water- 
works ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills    ...       ...  1215 

Widnes  and  Runcorn  Bridge  Bill — To  authorise  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  across  the  Biver  Mersey  and  Manchester  Ship  Canal  between 
Widnes  and  Buncom,  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time   1215 

WolTerhampton,  Esaington,  and  Oanno<ft  Chase  Junction  Railway 
Bill— "For  making  a  railway  in  the  county  of  Staifordshire  from 
Wolverhampton  to  Essington  and  Cannock  Chase ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  1215 

Wolyerhampton  Gas  Bill — "  For  conferring  further  powers  on  the  Wolver- 
hampton Gas  Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills  1215 

Woodbridge  District  Water  Bill— "For  incorporating  the  Woodbridge 
District  Water  Company  and  empowering  them  to  construct  works 
and  supply  water ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time    ...  1216 

Rochdale  Corporation — Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 

Mr.  Royds,  Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr.  Platt-Higgins  1216 
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Manchester  City  Railway  Bill  -order  [9th  Febriiary]  that  tho  Man- 
chester City  Railway  Bill  be  brought  in,  read,  and  discharged. 
Ordered,  that  the  Petition  for  the  Bill  be  withdrawn. ~(i5r.  Fartjufiars&n)  1216 

Private  Bill  Petitions  (Standing  Orders  not  Complied  with)— Mr. 
Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Reports  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  That  in  the  case  of  the  Petitions  for  the 
following  Bills,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with,  viz.  : — 
Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  Bill;  Blackpool,  St.  Anne's,  and 
Lytham  Tramways  Bill ;  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways  Bill ; 
Ordeied,  That  the  Reports  be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders   1216 

PETITIONS. 

Inxbrutes  Acts,  1879  and  1899 — Petition  from  Manchester  and  Salfoid, 

for  alteration  ol  Law ;  to  lie  npon  the  Table   1216 

Local  Authorities'  Servants'  Superannuation — Petitions  for  altemtion  of 
Law,  from  Crick ;  St  Savioar's,  London ;  and  Merthyr  TydSH ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table   1216 

Bale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sonday  Bill— Petitions  in  favour,  from 

Dulwidi ;  and  Peokhuu ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1216 

Sale  of  ^toxicatisff  Lianora  to  Children  Bill — Petitions  in  fevour,  from 

Manchester ;  anj'Eccfes ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1217 

Town  OoancUB  (Scotland)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hawick ;  Forfar ; 

and  Newton  Stewart ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1217 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c 

Chelsea  Hospital — Account  presented, — for  the  year  ended  31st  March, 
1899,  with  the  Report  of  tne  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon 
[by  Actj^;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  42]   1217 

Civil  Services  (Supplementary  Estimates,  1899-1900) — Estimate  pre- 
sented,— of  the  Further  Sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  Service  of  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1900  [by  Command] ;  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed.   [Na  43]   1217 

National  Gallery  fREPORT) — Copy  ordered,  "of  Report  of  the  Director 
d  the  National  Gallery  for  the  year  1899,  with  Appendices."— (Afr. 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  44]   1217 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)— Copy  ordered,  "  of  Accounts  of 
Receipts  and  Payments  of  the  Accountant  General  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Judicature  in  Ireland  in  respect  of  the  funds  of  Suitors  in  the  said 
Court,  including  therein  funds  to  the  credit  of  Lunacy  Accounts,  in  the 
year  to  the  30tn  day  of  September  1899;  together  with  a  Statement  of 
the  Liabilities  and  Assets,  and  Particulars  of  Securities  in  Court  on  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1899."— (iUr.  Eavbvxy.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  45]   1217 
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National  Telephone  Company — Copy  ordered,  "of  Deeds  Poll,  dated  7th 
diiy  of  February,  1898,  and  15th  day  February,  1899,  executed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  specifying  exchange  areas  of  the  National 
Telephone  Company  (in  continuation  of  Pu'liamentary  Paper,  No.  128,  of 

Session  1898."— (jI/)-.  Hanfmry.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  46]   1217 

Education  and  Science  and  Art  Departments— Return  ordered,  "  of  the 
Minutes  of  Lord  President  of  the  Council  I'elating  to  the  re-organisation 
of  the  Education  and  Science  and  Art  Departments." — {Colonel  ffyndham 
Munatf)   1218 

New  Writ — For  Plymouth,  in  the  room  of  Sir  Edward  Clarke,  knight  (Manor 

of  Northstead).— (^tr  miUam  JFahond)   1218 


QUESTIOXS. 

South  African  War— General  Butler— Conduct  of  the  War— Question 
Mr.  Bryn  Roberts  (Carnarvonshire,  Eifion ;  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester  E.)   ...       ...       ...       ...  1218 

Prisoners  op  War— Question,  Mr.  Dillon  (Mayo  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J. 

Balfour  1219 

Artillery  Strength — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Gloucestershire,  Forest  of 

Dean) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1219 

Magbrstontein  Engagement — Conduct  of  Highland  Brigade — Question, 

Mr.  Hcdderwick  (Wick  Burghs) ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour      ...        ...  1219 

Old  Age  Pensions — Reubf  of  Sufferers  by  the  War— Question,  Sir 

John  Colomb  (Gt.  Yarmouth) ;  Ahswer,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour  ...  1220 

Transport  of  Mules — Questions,  Sir  Edward  Gourley  (Sunderiand),  and 
Mr.  Swift  MacNeill  (Donegal  S.);  Answer,  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  (Mr.  Grosehen,  St.  George's,  Hanover  Square)  1 1 20 

Soldiers'  Estate  and  the  Death  Duties — Questions,  General  Russell 
(Cheltenham),  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  (Lynn  Regis),  and  Mr.  Hartley 
(Islington,  N.) ;  Answers,  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  (Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Bristol,  W.)    1221 

Ireland  and  the  War  Expenditure — Questions,  Mr.  William  Redmond 

(Clare  E.),  and  Mr.  Flynn  (Cork  N.) :  Answer,  Sir  Michael  Hicks-Beach  1222 

Contraband  of  War  -Right  of  Search  —The  "  Bundbsrath,"  the 
"  Herzog  " — Question,  Mr.  Heddcrwick  :  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  (Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1232 

BoRRS  AND  British  Armaments  -Question,  General  RuasoU ;  Answer,  The 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J.  Powell-Williams  Birming- 
ham, S.)   1223 

Publication  oF  Casualty  Lists   Question,  .Mr.  WiUiam[Redmond  (Clare  E.): 

Answers,  Mr.  J.  Powell- Williams   '   1224 
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MoNAOHAN  AND  The  Peace  PRESERVATION  ACT— Question,  Mr.  Daly; 

Answer.  Mr,  Atkinson   1242 

pROC|*.HMEn  Mekting  in  Koscommon — Questions,  Mr.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan  W.), 

Mr.  Flavin  (Kerry  N.)  j  Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson  1243 

Sanitary  Wobkb  in  Ireland— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  Answer,  ilr. 

Hanbury   1243 

LisTOWEi,  Maii*— Question,  Mr.  Flavin  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury   1244 

Galway  Mau-s— Question,  y\v.  Pinkcrton  (Galway) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  124:) 

Tobacco  Growing  in  Ireland — Question,  Mr.  William  Eedmond ;  Aiawer, 
The  Vice  President  of  the  Agriculture  Department  for  Ireland  (Mr. 
Plunkett,  Dublin  Co.  S.)   1245 

Congested  Districts  in  Ireland — Question,  Mr,  William  Redmond;  Answer, 

Mr.  Plunket  1246 

Re  afforestation  in  Ireland— Question,  Mr.  French  (Wexford  S.);  Answer, 

Mr.  Plunket  1247 

Irish  University  EnrcATioN — Question,  Mr.  Redmond.    [Question  not  put]  1247 

Scotland — School  Board  Franchise  -Question,  Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfour  1247 

Marine  Insurance  Bill — Question,  .Mr.  Warr  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth); 

Answer,  Mr.  A,  J,  Balfour  1248 

New  Membxhi  Sworn — George  Denison  Faber,  Esq.,  for  the  Borough  of 

York    ...     1249 


PUBLIC  BUSINESS. 

Bl'siness  of  the  House  (Financial  Business) — 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed —    .  - 

"That,  until  tlie  end  of  the  financial  year,  Financial  Businesg  do  have 
precedence  on  Tuesday  whenever  set  down  by  the  Government,  and  that  the 
provision**  of  Standing  Order  56  be  extended  to  that  day." — {Mr.  A.  J.  Baljottr.) 

Disci  ssion  : — 

Sir  H.  CampMl-Unnncrmaii  Mr.  James  Lowtlter  (Kmt,  Thnnef)  1251 

{Stirling  liurgh)         ...  1249       Mr.  Flynn  {Cork  N.)   1251 

Mi:  IK  J.  'Thomm  {Merth/r  Mr.  John  hethiond  {iraffrfoi-d>  1252 

Tyilfil)  ...       ...       ...  1 230       Mr.  Bripi  IMm-fs  {Cnrmn'omhire, 

Mr.  Sivift  Mw'XnU  {Don-  Rifmi)   1252 

'•galS.)  ....    1250 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  294 ;  Noes,  40.    (Division  List  No.  11.) 

Ordered,  That,  until  the  end  of  the  financial  year,  financial  business  do 
have  precedence  on  Tuesday  whenever  set  down  by  the  (Toveniment,  and 
that  the  provisions  of  Standing  Qvdev  56  be  extended  to  that  day. 
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Railways  (Phevention  of  Accidents) — ^The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 

(Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)    1255 

Bill  ordered  to  he  brought  in  by  Mr.  lUtchie  and  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 


Companies  Acts  Amend34ent — Mr.  Ritchie 
Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU  (Donegal,  S.) 


a 

1257 

...  1367 
...  1357 


Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Ritchie,  Mr,  Attorney  Generd, 

and  Mr.  Solicitor  General. 

OomPftnies  Bill — "  To  amend  the  Companies  Aots,"  presented,  and  read  the 
&rst  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Hiursday,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  79.]   1257 

SUPPLY— Considered  in  Committee. 

[Mr.  J.  W.  Lowther  (Cumberland,  Penrith)  in  the  Chair.] 
Anny  (Supplementary)  Estimates  (1899-1900). 

Number  of  Land  Forces. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "  That  a  further  number  of  Land 
Forces,  not  exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for  the  Service  of 
the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  Home  and  Abroad, 
during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900."— (Jlfn^yiirfAam.) 


Discussion  : — 

Sir  H.  Cam^ll-Bamierman 
{Stirling  htrghs)         ...  1277 

Sir  Charles  IHlke  (Gloucester- 
shiret  Fore^of  bean)    ...  1282 

Mr.  Gibson  Bowles  {Ltfnn 
aegis)  1289 

Mr  Channing  {Northampton- 
shire E.)   1291 

Mr.  Biddulph  {Hereford- 
shire, Ross)   1293 

Capi.  Norton  {Newinglon  W.)  1 293 

fiiV  /.  Fergumn  {Manchester 
N.E.   1295 

Sir  Walter  Foster  {Derhfshire, 
Ilkeston)  *    ...  1299 

Sir  A.  AcUtndSood  {Som- 
ersetshire^  JVellmgton)  ...  1301 


Mr.  Courtney  JFamer  {Stafford- 
shire, Lichfield)   1303 

Col.  Lockvxxxl  {Essex,  Epping)  ...  1305 
Cd.  PiUdngton  {Lancashire^  New- 


ton) 

Mr.  C.  G.  Murray  {Coventry)  ... 
Mr.  Maddison  {Slieffield,  Bright- 
side)  ... 

Sir  John  Colomb  {Gt.  Yarmoutii) 
Mr.  Buchanan  {Aberdeenshire  E.) 
Col.  Sandys  {Lancashire,  Booth)... 
Mr.  Jniliam  Allan  {Gate^iead) 
Major  Bosch  {Essex  S.E.) 
Mr.  Lahowhere  {N/rtlmmpton)  ... 
Mr.  Anwld-Forster  {Belfast  IV.) 
The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  {Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)... 


1306 
1308 

1308 
1312 
1316 
1319 
1323 
1324 
1326 
1.329 

1344 


The  hon.  Member  was  still  speaking  at  midnight  when,  it  being  mid- 
night, the  Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  make  his  Report  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 
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Education  and  Science  and  Art  Departments — Report  presented, — 
relative  thereto  [ordered  12th  February;  Colonel  fFynmam  Murray];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  47.]  1351 

Business  of  the  House — Questions,  Sir  H.  Campbell-Baimerman  and  Mr. 
Caldwell  (Lanarkshire  Mid) ;  Answers,  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester  E.)  1351 

HooBB  adjourned  at  five  minntea  after  Twelve  of  the  dook. 

Nomination  op  Temporary  Chairmen  of  Commhtees   1352 


LORDS :  TUESDAY,  13th  FEBRUARY,  1900. 

Earl  op  Mkxborough  and  Viscount  Clipden — Ordered  and  Directed,  by 
the  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament  assembled.  That  Cer- 
tificates be  sent  by  the  Clerk  of  tho  Parliaments  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown 
in  Ireland,  stating  that  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom  has 
reported  to  the  House  of  Lords  that  the  right  of  the  Earl  of  Mexborough 
and  the  Viscount  CUfden  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Representative  Peers 
for  Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  nim  the  said  Lord 
Chancellor  ;  and  that  the  House  of  Lords  has  ordered  such  reports  to  be 
sent  to  the  said  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Ireland :  And  it  is  hereby  also 
Ordered,  That  the  said  Reports  of  the  said  Lord  Chancellor  be  sent  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  Grown  in  Ireland    1353 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
Parliaments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificate  from  the 
Examiners  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  following 
Bill  have  been  complied  with — Cork  Electric  Tramways  (Blackrock 
Extension) ;  And  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing  Orders  applicable 
to  the  following  Bill  have  not  been  complied  with — Bamsley  Cor- 
poration; the  same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

Bristol  Water  Bill  [h.l.];  Caledonian  Railway  Bill  [h.l.];  Deame  Valley 
Railway  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Imschenetzky's  Uralite  Patent  Bill  [H.L.] ;  Milford 
Docks  Bill  [h.l.1  ;  South  Essex  Water  Board  Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Whitechapel  and 
Bow  Railway  Bill  [H.L.]— Presented ;  read  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners   1353 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council  Qas  Bill  [h.l.];  Gwyrfai  Rural 
District  Council  Water  Bill  [h.l.]  ;  Purfleet  and  Gravesend  Junction  Rail- 
way Bill  [H.L.]  ;  Walsall  Corporation  Bill  [h.l.];  Workington  Railways 
and  Docks  Bill  [h.L.].    Presenied ;  and  read  first  time  1354 

RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c. 

Treaty  Series,  No.  4 — Declaration  between  the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Luxembiu-g  respecting  the  reciprocal  protection  of  trade 
marks;  signed  at  Luxemburg  25th  January,  1900.  Presented  [by 
Command],  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table   •"•  1354 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease. 

Lard  Bur^usUre   1354 

The  Lord  President  of  the  CmtncU  {The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  1355 

House  adjoomed  at  twenty  mmntes  before  Five  of  the  dock. 
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COMMONS:  TUESDAY,  13th  FEBRUAKY,  1900. 

PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

Private  Bills  [h.l.] — .Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table,  Report  from  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  respect  of  the  Bills  com- 
prised in  the  List  reported  by  the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as  in- 
tended to  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  they  have  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the  following  case,  viz. : — 
Cork  Electric  Tramways ;  and  that  they  certified  that  the  Standing  Orders 
have  not  been  complied  with  in  the  following  cas^  viz. : — Bamsley  Corpor- 
ation  135C 

Private  Bill  Petitions  [h.l.]  (Standing  Orders  not  Complied  With)— 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table  Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  the  case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with,  viz. : — Barnsley  Corporation  Bill  [h.L.].  Ordered,  That  the  Report 
be  referred  to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing  Orders  1 356 

Rochdale  Oozwration  Bill — "To  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Bur- 
gesses of  the  borough  of  Rochdale  to  re-construct  the  existiiig  Tramways 
m  the  said  borough  when  required  by  them,  and  to  construct  additional 
Tramways  in  and  adjacent  to  the  borough ;  and  to  make  further  provisions 
for  the  good  government  of  the  borough ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
.  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time     ...       ...    ...  135G 

SouTHPORT  AND  Lytham  Trahroad — Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  I>e 

brought  in  by  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  Gilliat,  and  Sir  Joseph  Leese  ...  1357 

PETITIONS. 

GovKiiNMENT  PiiorERTY  (ExKMi'TiuN  FKUM  Katrs) —Petition s  from  Stepney, 

for  altciation  of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1357 

National  Old  Age  Pensions — Petition  from  Tipton,  in  favjur;  to  lie 

upon  the  Table   1357 

Sale  of  Intoxicatinflf  Liquors  on  Sunday  1^111 — Petition  from  Melton 

Mowbray,  in  favour;  to  lie  upon  the  Table  ...       ...       ...       ...  1357 

Town  Ooun'cils  (Scotland)  Bill— Petitions  In  favour,  from  Stomoway; 

Pittoiweem ;  and  Wigtown ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1357 

Vaccination  Acts  1867  to  1898— Petition  from  Northwich,  for  alteration 

of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1357 


■     liETUIlNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

Treaty  Series  (No.  4,  1900)— Copy  presented, — of  Declaration  l)etween  the 
United  Kingdom  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg  respecting  the 
Reciprocal    Protection  of  Trade  Marks.    Signed  at  Luxemburg,  35th 
January,  1900  [by  Command] ;  to  Ho  upon  the  Tablo   1357 

American  Mails — Return  ordered,  "Showing  the  number  of  days,  hours, 
and  minutes  occupied  in  the  transit  of  Her  Majesty's  Mails,  lx>th  outward 
and  inward,  carried  during  the  year  1899  by  steamships  betwoen  Queens- 
town  and  New  York,  and  also  l>etween  Southampton  and  New  York,  the 
Return  to  specify  the  names  of  the  steamers,  and  to  indicate  by  asterisks 
or  otherwise  those  not  carrying  the  mails  under  contract." — {Sir  John 
Leng,)  1357 
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QUESTIONS. 

South  Ahucan  War — Commands  at  the  Front — Question,  Sir  Henry 
Howorth  (Salford  S.) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
(Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover)    ,  1358 

Prisoners  at  Mafekinu — Question,    Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien  (KOkenny) ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham   1358 

The    Maoersfontein    Enc^uiement— Question,    Mr.   Weir    (Koss  and 

Cromarty);  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1359 

Si'iON  Kop — Question,  Capt.  Norton  (Newington,  W.) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1359 

Separ,\tion  Allowances — Questions,  Mr.  Hammond  (Carlow)  and  Mr.  Flavin 
(Keny,  N.) ;  Answers,  The  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  (Mr.  J. 
Powell- Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  1360 

Commemoration  in  Scuooijs  of  Deeds  of  Heroism— Question,  Mr.  Yerburgh 
(Chester) ;  Answer,  The  Vice  President  of  the  Committee  of  Council  on 
Education  (Sir  J.  (Jorst,"  Cambridge  University)   1360 

German  Policy  in  South  Africa— Question,  Mr.  Hedderwick  (Wick 
Burghs) ;  Answer,  The  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford)  1360 

Tr.\xsvaal  Gold  Mines — Question,  Mr.  Gilaon  Bowies   (Lynn  Regis); 

Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  1361 

Militia  Keuiments  and  Foreign  Service— Question,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham   KiGI 

Volunteer  Couhishions — Question,  Colonel  Milward ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1363 

Swiss  Military  System — Question,  Mr.  Scely  (Lincoln);  Auswei*,  Mr. 

Wyndham   1363 

Military  Authorities— The  Royal  Horse  Artillery — Question,  Sir  John 

Colomb  (Gt.  Yarmouth) ;  Answer,  Mr.  Wyndham  1363 

War  Office  Reorganisation  Committee — Question,  Capt.  Norton ;  Answer, 

Mr.  J.  Powoll-Williams   136.^ 

Irish  Garrisons — Question,  J.  P.  Farrell  (Cavan,  W.) :  Answer,  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham  1364 

Army  Estimates — Question,  Mr.  Buchanan  (Aberdeenshire,  E.) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

J,  PoweU-WiUiams   ■   1361 

Suppression  of  Riots  by  the  Military — Question,  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas 

(Merthyr  Tydvil) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Powell-Williams   1364 

Malta — Insanitary  CJondition  of  Barracks,  etc.— Question,  Mr.  Steven- 
son,  (Suffolk,  Eye);  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  theCoio.iics  (Mr. 
J.  Chamberlain,  Birmingham,  W.)    ...       ...       ...       .■■       ...       -■■  1361 

Tonga— Question,  Mr.  Hogan  (Tipperary,  Mid) ;  Answer,  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain     ..;      —  •  •■•  136;- 
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Colonial  Rum— Question,  Mr.  Lawrence  (Liverpool,  Abni-crombie) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  J.  Chamberlain  1365 

The  Late  Mr.  Stokes — Question,  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick  1366 

New  Hebrides— Sale  of  Spirits  and  Firearms  to  Natives — Question, 

Mr.  Hpgaa ;  Answer,  Mr  Brodrick  1366 

Britisb  North  Borneo- -Treatment  of  Natives — Question,  Mr.  Weir; 

Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick   1 366 

German  Railways  in  Asia— Question,  Mr.  Maclean  (Gardifi) ;  Answer,  Mr. 

Brodrick   1367 

The  German  Navy— Question,  Mr.  Gibson  Bowles ;  Answer,  Mr.  Brodrick...  1368 

Indian  Railway  SimvXYS — Question,  Mr.  Maclean ;  Answer,  The  Secretary 
-   of  State  for  India  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex,  Ealing)  1368 

The  Pen  Trade — Question,  Sir  Charles  Dilke  (Glouceatershii-e,  Forest  of 
Dean) ;  Answer,  The  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Department  (Sir 
M.  White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool)  1368 

Glen  Celland  Colliers — Question,  Mr.  Woods  (Essex,  Walthamstow) ; 

Answer,  Sir  M.  White  Ridley   1368 

Scotch   Whiskey   Samples  -  Question,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Lanarkshire, 

Crovan) ;  Answer,  The  Lord  Advocate  (Mr.  A.  Graham  Murray,  Buteshire)  1369 

Scottish  Fishery  Cruiser— Question,  Mr.  Weir ;  Answer,  Mr.  A.  Graham 

Murray  1370 

ViCTOiiiA  and  Albert  Museum— Question,  Lord  Btdcfures  (Lancashire, 

Choriey)  ;  Answer,  Sir  J.  Gorst   1370 

Science  and  Art  Department — CoimciL  of  Advice  for  Art  Matters- 

Question,  Lord  Balcarres ;  Answer,  Sir  J.  Grorat   1370 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations— Question,  Mr.  F  W.  Wilwn 
^orfolk,  Mid) ;  Answer,  The  First  Commissioner  of  Works  (Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Kent,  St.  Augustine)   1371 

Unclaimed  Wages  of  Deceased  Seamen — Question,  Sir  J.  Leng  (Dundee) ; 

Answer,  The  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon)    ...  1371 

Postage  Rates  to  Southern  ITALV—Question,  Mr.  Hogan;  Answer,  The 

Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasurer  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Preston)   1372 

Civil  Service  Estimates— Question,  Mr.  Buchanan;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1373 

Adulteration  of  Irish  Whisky  in  Bond— Questions,  Mr.  William  Johnston 
(Belfast,  S.),  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  and  Mr.  Samuel  Young  (Cavan,  E.) ; 
Answers,  Mr.  Hanbury    1373 

Australian  Mints— Question,  Mr.  Hogan ;  Answer,  Mr.  Hanbury  1374 

Irish  Rural  District  Councils— Question,  Mr.  Engledew  (Kildare,  N.); 
Answer,  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)    ..:  1374 


Digilized  by 


TABLE  OF  CONTENTS.  clxix 

Febrmuif  13.]  Aijrf 

KOYAL  Irish  Constabulary — Question,  Mr.  Daly  (Monaghan,  S.) ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atkinson  1374 

Westport  Landlords— Question,  Dr.  Ambrose  (Mayo,  W.);  Answer,  Mr. 

Atkinson        ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1375 

Irish  Poor  Law  Officers  Salaries — Question,  Mr.  Daly;  Answer,  Mr. 

Atkinson   1375 

Irish  Judicial  Appointments — Religious  Disabilities — Question,  Mr. 

Daly ;  Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson   1375 

■ 

Irish  County  Court  Printing — Question,  Mr.  Engledew  (Kildare,  N.)  ; 

Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson   1376 

Irish  Lunatic  Asylum  Bate  in  Aid— Question,  Mr.  Power  (Waterford,  £.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson   1376 

Granard  f Co.  Longford)  Estati:— Question,  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Answer, 

Mr.  Atk  inson  ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...       ...  1377 

Gun  Licenses  in  Roscoumon  —  Question  Mr.  Hayden  (Koscommou,  S.); 

Answer,  Mr.  Atkinson   1377 

Extra  Pouce  at  Tallow — Questions,  Mr.  Shee  {Waterford,  W.),  Mr.  Flynn, 

Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU  ;  Answers,  Mr.  Atkinson   1378 

Irish  National  School  Teachers— Question,  Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor  (Don- 
egal, K.) ;  Answer,  The  Vice-President  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
for  Ireland  (.Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  Co.,  S.)  1379 

The  Company  Bill— Question,  Mr.  Swift  MacNeiU  ;  Answer,  Mr.  Ritchie  ...  1379 


PUB^O  BUSINESS. 
NEW  BILLS. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1878)  Amendment— Bill  to  amend  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1878,  so  that  the  period  of  employment  on  a 
Saturday  shall  cease  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  instead  of  one  o'clock,  as  at 
present,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Harwood  and  Mr.  Kenyon      ...  1379 

Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (1878)  Amendment  Bill—"  To  amend  the 
Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1878,  so  that  the  period  of  employment  on  a 
Saturday  shall  cease  at  twelve  o'clock  at  noon  instead  of  one  o'clock,  as  at 
present,  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  80.]   1380 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection — Bill  to  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments 
Protection  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Lord  Balcarres,  Sir  John 
Brunner,  Mr,  Carson,  Mr.  Jebb,  Sir  John  Stirling-Mfucwell,  and  Mr.  Bryce  1380 

Andent  BfonnmentS  Protection  Bill — "  To  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments 
Protection  Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  81.] 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  (1891)  Amendment  —  Bill  to  amend  the 
provisions  of  the  Highways  and  Bridges  Act^  1891,  ordered  to  be  broiu^ht 
m  bv  Mr.  Je&eys,  Sir  John  Dorington,  Lord  Edmimd  Fitzmaurice,  Mr. 
Hobbouse,  Mr.  Beaumont,  Mr.  Grant  Lawson,  Mr.  Mount,  and  Mr. 
Humphreys-Owen. 
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Highways  and  Bridges  Act  (1891)  Amendment  Bill—"  To  amend  the 

provisions  of  the  Highwaj's  and  Biidges  Act,  1891,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th  February, 
and  to  be  printed,    [fiill  82.] 

FiKsT  liEADiNGs — Thb  Ten  Minute  RirL&— Poixt  of  Procedure. 

Mr.  Sidft  MticKfill ^        ...  1380       Mr,  If.  J.  Tlwmtis   1382 

,  SUi'VLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Army  (Supplementary)  E.stimatks,  1899-1900— Number  of  Land  Forces 
—  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,  "That  a  further  number  of 
Land  Forces,  not  exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  be  maintained  for  the 
Service  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at  Home 
and  Abroad,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  day  of  March,  1900." 
—{Mr.  Wytidham.) 

Discussion  : — 


Col  Brookjiehl  (Sussct;  Pu/c)  1382 
Mr.  Edmnnd  Ilobertmt  {Dun- 
dee)  1388 

The  Uiuler  Secretary  of  Sia  fe 
f&r  War  (Mr.  IFi/mlhaiii, 

Dover)  139i 

Admiral  Field  {Sussex,  Emt- 

Iwnrm)  1400 

Mr.  F.  IV.  mimi  {Xor/oU:, 

Mill)   1402 

Sir  Herlm-t  MiueweU  {irig- 

fmRhire)  1403 

Vol.  Keni/on  Sluney  {Shrop- 
shire, Newport)  1407 

Cop/.  Sinclair  {Forfarshire)  1411 
Mr.  Lees  Knowles  {Salfoi% 

IK)   1414 

Col.  Welby  {Tauntm)       ...  1417 
Mr.  Sefun-Kmr  {Sf.  Helen's)  1421 
Mr.  Lough  {Islijigtvn,  IK)...  1423 
Capt.     Preh/man  {Suffolk^ 
Woodbi-id'ge)   1426 


Sir  E.  T.  Gourky  {Sundcrlnnd)...  1429 

Col.  ISl undell {Lumashire-,  lure) ...  1431 

Mr.  Fh/nn  {Cork,  X.)   1432 

Col.  Williams  {Dorset,  //'.)     ...  1433 

Sir  Albert  miil  {TsHngton,  S.)...  1436 

Mr.  Tnlly  {Leifrim  S.)   1440 

Lord  WtlUntghliy  de  Ereshy  {Lines, 

Homaistk)   1444 

Col.     Mihmrd     { Warwickshire, 

Strai ford-on- A  mil)     ...        ...  1448 

Di:  FarqiduirsoH  {Aberdeenshire, 

W.)   1451 

Mr.  Williom  Johnston  {Helfasf, 

S.)    1434 

G/meral  Miissell  {Chelteniiam)   ...  1455 

Capt.  Jessel  {St.  Pancras,  8.)    ...  145G 

Mr.  Abel  Smith  {Chiisfchurrh)  ...  1437 

Mr.  Daly  {Monnghan,  S.)  1458 

Mr.  Hedilei-wirk  '{Wick  Bnrgy)...  1459 

Mr.  Gray  {Wed  Ham,  N.)  ...  1461 
Mr.   Bryn  Roberts  {Canumvn- 

sfiire,  Eijion)  ...       ...       ...  1463 


Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the  Chairman  do  report  Progress ; 
and  ask  leave  to  sit  again  " —  {Mr.  WiUiam  Bedmond) — put  and  agreed  to. 

Conunittee  report  ProgresB ;  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

Ont-Door  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  (No.  2)  Bill— [Second  Rkauing]— 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stood  adjourned.    Debate  to  be  resumed 
upon  Tuesday,  27th  February. 

Adjourned  at  one  miunte  after  Twelve  nS  the  clock. 
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COMMONS:  WEDNESDAY,  Ura  FEBKUAUY,  1900. 
PSTiTTONS. 

Uines  (Eijfht  Hours)  Bill — Petitions  in  favour,  from  Ormiston  ;  Oxcnforcl; 
Tranent ;  Elphingstone ;  Penston ;  and  Prostongrange ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table  U65 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on  Sunday  Bill— Potitionei  in  favour,  from 

Horsham ;  and  Manningtree ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table   1465 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Iiiqnora  to  OMldren  Bill—Two  Petitions  from 

Manchester,  in  favour ;  to  lie  upon  tho  Table   1 465 

BETUKXS,  HEPOBTS,  <Ct. 

Civil  Services  (Supplementary  Estimate,  1899-1900— Estimate  presented, 
of  tho  further  amount  required  in  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1900,  for 
sundry  Colonial  Ser\'ice8  [by  Command]  j  KefciTed  to  the  Committee  of 
Supply,  and  to  be  printed.    [No  48]   1 465 

Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series) — Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No  2379  [by  .Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table   1465 

IsyuiRY  INTO  Charities  (Administrative  County  of  Dukh am)— Return 
ordered,  "  comprising  (1)  the  Reports  made  to  the  Charity  Commissioners, 
in  the  result  of  an  inquiry  held  in  every  parish  wholly  or  partly  within 
the  administrative  county  of  Durham  into  Endowments,  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts,  1853  to  1894,  and  appropriated  in 
whole  or  in  part  for  the  benefit  of  that  county,  or  of  any  part  thereof, 
together  with  the  Reports  on  those  Endowments  of  the  Commissioners  for 
inquiring  concerning  Charities,  1818  to  1837  ;  (2)  a  digest,  showing  in  tho 
case  of  each  such  parish  whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  such  Endowments 
are  recorded  in  the  books  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  the  parish ;  and 
(3)  an  index,  alphabetically  arranged,  of  names  and  places  mentioned  in 
the  Reports,  "—(ilfr.  (?ran<  XawsoB.)  1466 

Inquiry  into  Charities  (County  of  Montgomery) — Return  ordered,  "com- 
prising (1)  the  report  made  to  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  the  result  of 
an  inquiry  held  in  every  parish  wholly  or  partly  within  the  county  of 
Montgomery  into  Endowments  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charitable 
Trusts  Acts,  1853  to  1894,  and  appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  for  the 
benefit  of  that  count}',  or  of  any  part  thereof,  together  with  the  Reports 
on  those  Endowments  of  the  CommiBsioners  for  inquiring  concerning 
Charities,  1818  to  1837  ;  (2)  a  digest  showing,  in  the  case  of  each  such 
parish,  whether  any,  and,  if  an^,*  what  such  endowments  are  recorded  in 
the  books  of  the  Charity  Commissioners  in  the  parish ;  and  (3)  an  Index, 
alphabetically  arranged,  of  names  and  places  mentioned  in  tho  Reports.'* — 
{Mr.  Grant  Lawson)   1466 

Superannuation  Act,  1884 — Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  18th  day  of 
October,  1899,  that  the  Treasury  Minute  under  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1884,  relating  to  Mary  Byrne,  Postmistress,  Beaumaris,  do  lie  upon  the 
Table,  be  read  and  discharged. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasury  Minute  be  withdrawn — {Mr.  Hanbury)  1466 
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Local  Oovermaent  (Ireland)  Act  (1898)  Amenchuent  Bill— [Sbcond 
Reading].  Order  for  Second  Reading  read.  -  Motion  made  and  Question 
proposed—"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second  time." — {Mr.  Tulhj.) 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Uahj  (Motiagkin,  S.) ...  1483      Mr.  Jordan  {Fermanagh^  S.)    ;..  1490 
Mr.  ArcMale  {Fmrnnagh^ 
N.)   1488 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  To  leave  out  tlie  word  '  now,'  and  at  the  end  of  the  Questum  to  add  the 
words  *  upon  this  day  six  montlis.' " — (Mr.  Umnt  Latcson.) 

Question  proposed — 

"  That  the  word  '  now  '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Discussion  : — 

Mr.  Hei^beri  SiiberUm  {Haek-  Tlte  AWxntey  Genend  for  Irdavd 

nejfjS.)  1499  {Mr.  A  tfcijison,  Londonderry,  1503 

Mr.  Mavrice  Healy  (Cork)       ...  1515 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided  :— Ayes,  126;  Noes,  216.    (Division  List  No.  12.) 
Words  added. 

Main  Question,  as  Amended,  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Second  Beading  put  off  for  six  months. 

Adjourned  at  twenty  niinntes  before  Six  of  the  Clock. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE. 

ESTIMATE  of  the  AdditionAl  Number  of  Hen  and  of  the  further  Amount 
required  m  the  Year  ending  Slst  March  1900,  in  consequence  of  the 
War  in  South  Africa. 


Additional  Number  of  Men  to  be  voted  -  -  120,000 
Additional  Sum  to  be  voted      ....  £13,000,000 


War  Office,  \ 
tth  February  1900.  / 


LANSDOWNE. 

Digitized  by 
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VOTE  A. 


NUMBER  of  Men  of  all  Ranks  requii-od  for  Army  Sebvioe,  in  addition 
to  the  Number  already  voted. 


This  number  represents  the  ^xAxtible  maximum  excess  l>e}roi;d  tlie  Numbers 
already  voted  for  the  year  1899 — 1900,  in  consequence  of  the  Proclamation  calling 
up  the  whole  of  Uie  Army  Reserve,  the  suspension  of  discharges  and  of  transfer  to 
the  Army  Reserve,  the  transfer  (temporarily)  of  a  number  of  Troops  from  the  Ind<i:n 
to  the  British  Establishment,  the  raising  of  vuious  Colonial  and  other  F<nrce8  for 
service  in  South  Africa,  and  the  angmentaldon  of  tiie  Army  at  home. 


120,000. 


All  Ranks. 


Original  Estimate  184,853 

Supplementary  Estimate,  17th  October  1899  -  35,000 
Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented      -      -  120,000 


Revised  Total 


-  .139,853 


(  clxxv  ) 


SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE  of  the  further  Amount  required  in  the 
Year  ending  31st  March  1900,  in  consequence  of  the  War  in  South  Africa. 


Thirteen  Million  Pounds. 


Army  Votes  under  which  the  Amount  will  be  accounted  for. 


Vote  1. 

Pay,  &c.,  of  the  Army  -   

Vote  2. 

Medical  Establishments :  Fay,  &c.   •      -      -    '  - 

Vote  3. 

Militia :  Pay,  &c.    -      -      -      -  .... 

Votk  4. 

Yeomanry  Cavalry :  Pay  and  Allowances    .    -      -      •  - 

Vote  5. 

Volunteer  Corps :  Pay  and  Allowances  

Vote  6. 

X^d  and  Sea  Transport,  Purchase  of  Remounts  and  Transport 
Animals  

Vote  7. 

Provisions,  Forage,  Field  Allowances,  and  other  Services  • 

Vote  8. 

Clothing  Services  

Vote  9. 

Warlike  and  other  Stores  


Vote  10. 

Engineer  Services  

Vote  13. 

War  Office :  Telegrams  and  additional  temporary  Staff 

Total  - 


-  £ 


£ 

2,400,000 

I 

70,000 

.  2r)0,ooo 

5,000 
15,000 

5,000,000 
3,000,000 

500,000 
1,600,000 

150,000 

10,000 
13,000,000 
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1899—1900. 


STATEMENT  showing  the  sums  already  voted,  the  Supplementary  Sums 
.required  under  each  Vote,  and  the  Bevised  Total  of  the  Estimate 

for  the  Year. 


Vote  1 


Vote  2 


Votes 


Vote  4 


Votes 


Vote  6 


J 


Gross 
Total. 

Appropria- 
tions in  Aid 

Net 
Total. 

Sopplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Sapplementaty  Estimate  now  presented  - 

£ 

7,703,000 

1,000,000 
2,400,000 

£ 

1,194,000 

- 

£ 

6,500,000 

1,000.000 
2,400,000 

Bevised  Estimate  - 

11,103.000 

1,194,000 

9,909,000 

Original  Estimate  

Supplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented  - 

907,100 

60,000 
70,000 

1,300 

306,800 

56,000 
70,000 

Revised  Estimate  • 

427.100 

1,300 

425,800 

Original  Estimate 

Supplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented  - 

086,600 

250,000 
250,000 

15,600 
■ 

571,000 

250,000 
250,000 

Revised  Estimate 

1,086,600 

15,600 

1,071,000 

75,010 

10 

75,000 

Snpplementniy  Estimate  now  presented  - 

5.000 

^000 

Revised  Estunate  - 

80,010 

10 

80,000 

624.700 

500 

624,200 

Supplementary  Entimate  now  presentetl  - 

15,000 

15,000 

Revised  Estimate  • 

639,700 

500 

639,200 

SuppleinentAry  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899  

Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented  - 

813,300 

4,900,000 
5,000,000 

23,300 

790,000 

4,900,000 

5,000,000 

Revised  Estimate  • 

10,713,300 

23,900 

10.690,000 
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Statement  showing  the  Sums  abeady  voted,  &c. — continued. 


Ori^al  Estimate  

Sapplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented  - 

Bflvised  Estimate  - 


Total 
Abhy 
estihates. 


Supplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented  - 

Kevised  Estimate  - 


Supplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Supplementary  Estimate  now  presented  • 

Revised  Estimate  - 


Original  Estimate  

Supplementary  Estimate,  17th  October 

1899   

Supplanentaiy  Estimate  now  presented  - 

Revised  Estimate  ■ 


Oiigiiial  Estimate  

Sui^ementary  Estimate  now  presoited  • 
Revised  Estimate  - 


Original  Estimates   •      -      .      .  . 
Supplementary  Estimate.  17th  October 
1899  •   


Revised  Total 


Gross 
Total. 

Appropiia- 
titms  in  Aid 

Net 
Total. 

£ 

£ 

£ 

3,405,100 

39,600 

3,425,500 

1,900,000 
3,000,000 

— 

1,900,000 
3,000,000 

8,365,100 

30,600 

8,325,600 

1,606,600 

416,600 

1,090,000 

660,000 

500,000 

— 

660,000 

500,000 

2,666,600 

416,500 

2,240,000 

2,939.000 

408,000 

2,531,000 

1,160,000 
1,600,000 

— 

1,160,000 
1,600,000 

5,689,000 

408,000 

6,281.000 

1,375,675 

163.676 

1,211,900 

100,000 
150,000 

z 

100,000 
150,000 

1,625,676 

163,676 

1,461,900 

»8.400 

100 

248,300 

10,000 

— 

10,000 

258,400 

100 

2os,;}00 

23,817,333 

3,300,133 

20,617,200 

10.000.000 
13,000,000 

10,000^000 
13,000.000 

46,817,333 

3,200,133 

43,617,200 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.   SESSION  1900. 


List  of  Rules,  Orders,  &c.,  which  have  been  presented  during  the  Session,  and 
are  required  by  Statute  to  lie  for  an  appointed  number  of  vkya  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House. 


Title  of  Paper. 


Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  {Mannfactnre  of 
Bicbromate  or  Chromate  of  Potassium  or  Sodium, — 
Copy  of  Special  Rules  with  reeaid  to  the  emplo^- 
meot  of  penona  in  Chemical  Works  in  which  is 
carried  on  the  nuumfaotore  of  Bicbromate  or 
ChrMQftte  of  Potassium  or  Sodium  [58  and  39  Vic., 
c.  37,  s.  28  (1)3 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts  {Use  of  Phosphorus  in 
^  the  Manufacture  of^  Matches), — Copy  ot  Special 
Rules  with  re^rd  to  the  emplo^'uient  of  persons  in 
Lndfer  ^latch  Factories  in  which  White  or  Yellow 
Phosphorus  is  used  [58  and  SQ  Vic.,  c.  37,  n.  38  (I)] 

UniTorsities  of  Oxford  and  Canihridge  Act,  1877 
(Oxford), — Copy  of  a  Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
fiodyi  of  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,  under  The 
Universities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877, 
on  15th  March  1899,  altering  StatuteslII.  and  XVI. 
of  the  Statutes  ^  t^t  Coll^  [25  and  28  Vic,  c. 
26,9.  7] 

Cnirersities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877 
(Oxford), — Copy  of  a  Statnte  made  by  the  Governing 
Bod^  of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  under  the  Uni- 
vetsities  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877,  on  3rd 
fifarch,  1899,  amending  Clause  9  of  Statute  II.  and 
Claoie  3  of  Statute  VIlI.  of  the  Statutes  of  that  Col- 
lege [35  and  S6  Vic.  c  26.  s.  7] 

VniTeruties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877 
(Oj^ord), — Copy  of  a  Statute  made  by  the  Governing 
Body  of  Worcester  College.  Oxford,  under  the 
Univer^ties  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  Act,  1877,  at 
a  meeting  held  on  22nd  February,  1899,  and  con- 
tinued by  adjournment  on  8th  March,  1899,  amending 
Statnte  III.  10  of  the  Statutes  of  that  College  [2u  and 
96  Vic,  c  26,  8.  7] 

College  Charter  Act,  1871  (University  of  Bimiinchani), 
— ^py  of  an  Application  receivet)  from  Mason 
University  Coll^  of  the  City  of  Birmingham  for 
the  establishment  of  a  University  at  that  City ; 
which  was  submitted  to  the  (^ueen  in  Council  and 
refeiTed  by  Her  Majesty  for  the  Consideration  and 
Repivt  Cff  a  Committee  of  Her  Majesty's  Privy 
Coondl  on  the  14tb  July.  1899;  toother  with  a 
Caav  oftthe  Draft  of  the  Charter  applied  for  [31  sad 
35Vic,c63,s.  2] 

Prisons  (Scotland), — Copy  of  Rule  made  by  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland,  under  The  Priscms  (Scotland) 
Act,  1877,  appointing  the  Police  Cells  at  Falkirk,  in 
the  county  of  Stirlmg,  to  be  a  legal  Prison  for  the 
detention  of  prisoners  for  a  period  not  exceeding 
fourteen  days  before  or  during  or  after  trial  [40  and 
41  Vic,  c  ra.  s.  68] 

Winter  Assizes  (Ireland),— Cof^  of  Four  Orders  io 
Council,  dated  1st  Norembn'  1899,  for  holding 
Winter  Asdzee  in  Ireland  [40  and  41  Vic,  c  57,  a. 
09j 


Period  (after 
Presentatifm)  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


30  January 


40  Days 


30  January 


30  Jauuaiy 


40  days 


12  weeks 


30  January 


30  January 


12  weeks 


12  weeks 


30  January 


30  days 


30  January 


31  January 


40  days 


100  sitting  days 
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List  of  Kules,  Orders,  kc—eontinued. 


Title  of  Paper. 


Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877, — 
Copy  of  Order  in  Council,  amending  Order  of  25tli 
February  1885,  rearranging  the  Circuits  in  Ireland 
[40  and  41  Vic,  c.  67,  s.  ti9] 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877, — 
Copy  of  Order  in  Council,  giving  effect  to  Rules  of 
Coujrt  under  The  Local  Government  (Application  of 
Enactmenta)  Order,  189S 

Supreme  Coart  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act,  1877. — 
Copy  of  Order  in  Conncil,  giving  effect  to  Kniea  of 
Court  { Bankruptcy) 

Land  Transfer  Act,  1897,— Copy  of  Onler  in  Council  of 
28th  No\'ember,  1899.  po»it^ning  the  operation  of 
the  Land  Transfer  Onler  in  Council  of  18th  July, 
1898,  in  certain  portions  of  the  county  of  London  [60 
and  61  Vic,  c.  65,  s.  20  (9)] 

Eflucation  (Scotland),— Copy  of  Minute  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated 
5th  Febniary,  1900,  relative  to  the  Minute  of  18th 
May,  1899,  as  to  the  application  of  Article  21  ami 
Chapter  IX.  of  the  Code  of  1899  [35  and  3G  Vic.  c  62, 
8.  67] 

Prisons  (Ireland), — Copy  of  Order  in  Council  approving 
of  fa  Rule  maide  hy  tlie  General  Prisons  Bbanl  for 
Ireland,  dated  9th  August,  1899,  in  pursuance  of  The 
Fine  or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland)  Act, 
1899  [40  anci  41  Vic  c.  49,  B.  57  (c)] 

Uni^-eru^  of  London  Aet,  1898,— Copy  of  Statutes 
made  for  the  Univnuty  oi  London  by  the  Oom- 
missioners  appointed  under  the  University  of  London 
Act,  1898  [61  and  02  Vic,  c.  63,  m.  6  (2)] 


Date  of  Presenta- 
tion. 


31  January 

31  Janutu'y 

31  January 
1  February 

5  February 

6  February 
16  Felmiary 


Period  (after 
Prearatation)  to  lit 
npon  the  TaUe. 


100  siUing  daya 

100  sitting  days 

100  sitting  days 
40  days 

One  montli 

40  days 
40  days 
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PUBLIC  BILLS 

DEALT  WITH  IN  VOLUME  LXXVUL 

Those  mftrked  thus  *  are  Government  Bills.  The  figures  in  parentheses  in  the 
last  column  refer  to  the  page  in  this  volume. 

(A.)  Bius  Introduced  in  thk  Lords. 


Title  or  Bill. 


^Inebriates  Amendment 

(Scotland) 
Isolation  Hospitals 

(Amendment) 
*Land  Charges 

♦Lunacy- 
Select  Vestries 


Brought  ill  hy 

Lord  Balfour  of  Burleigh 
Earl  of  Lichfield 
The  Lord  Chancellor 
The  Lord  Cltancellor 


Prugroa*. 


Read  1«  9  Feb.  (1024) 
Read  l*  5  Feb.  (550) 

Read  1«  2  Feb.  (402) ;  Read 

2'*  12  Feb.  (1167) 
Read  1"  5  Feb.  (549) ;  Read 

2«  12  Feb.  (U67) 
Read  l«  (pro  formA)  30  Jan.  (5) 


(R)  Bills  Introduced  in  thr  GuifuONS. 


No.  ,  TiUe  of  Bill. 

39  ,  Access  to  Mountains  (Scotland) 
81  I  Andent  Monuments  Protection 

76  I  Bakehouses  (Hours  of  Labour) 
7    Beer  Retailers'    and  Spirit 

Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland) 
28    Beer    Retailers*    and  Spirit 
Grocers'  Licences  (Ireland) 
I     (No.  2) 
1  I  Boilers  Registration  and  In- 
;  spection 
46  ;  Borough  Funds 

17    Cheap  Trains 
26    Church  Discipline 

40  Coal  Klines  Regulation 

30  Coal  Mines  Regulation  Acts 

Amendment 

31  Colonial  Marriages  (Deceased 

Wife's  Sister) 
79  *Companie8 

59    Companies  Acts  Amendment 

51  Compensation  for  Damage  to 
'  Crops 

6    Corporal'  Punishment 
16    County  and  Borough  Franchise 
Assimilation  (London) 

52  County  Councillors  (Qualifica- 
tion of  Women)  (Scotland) 

32  Criminal  Law  and  Procedure 
(Ireland)  Act  (1887)  Repeal 


Brought  hi  by 


Prograts. 


60 


11 


Distress  Abolition  and  Substi- 
tution 

EWcted  Tenants  (Ireland) 


Mr.  Bryce 
Lord  Bakarrea 

Mr.  iVoods 

Mr.J.S.M.Campbell 


Head  1"  2  Feb.  (419) 
Read  ri3  Feb.  (1380) 

Read  1°  9  Feb.  (1065) 
Read  1*  2  Feb.  (410) 


Mr.  JVUliam  Moon    '  Read  \*  2  Feb.  (416) 


Mr.  Fenwick 

Sir  Albert  RollU 

Mr.  Schwann 
Mr.  JJavitl  Maclver 
Sir  Charles  IHlke 
Mr.  Barlow 

Captain  Jessel 

Mr.  Ritchie 

Mr.  Faithfull  Begg 

Mr.  Jeffreys 

Mr.  irhation 
Mr.  Lotler 

Mr.  Douglas 

Mr.  PinlxrUm 

Mr.  Bartleg 

Mr,  Crean 


Read  1°  2  Feb.  (408) 

Read  1"  2  Feb.  (421) 

Read  1"  2  Feb.  (413) 
Read  1"  2  Feb.  (415) 
Read  1"  'i  Feb.  (420) 
Read  1*3  Feb.  (414) 

liead  1-  2  Feb.  (417) 

Read  1"  12Feb.(1257) 
Read  1"  2  Feb.  (425) 
Read  1"  2  Feb.  (422) 

Read  V  2  Feb.  (409) 
Read  1"  2  Feb.  (413) 

Read  1'  2  Feb.  (423) 

Read  1-2  Feb.  (417) 

Read  I*  3  Feb.  (425) 

Re8dl'2Feb.  (411) 
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So. 

80 

24 
58 

56 

82 
72 
75 

27 
55 

66 
54 

44 

74 

50 
63 

67 

18 

13 
19 

37 
3 

ft 
6 

42 

23 
61 
62 
15 

34 
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Title  uf  Bill. 


Bronsht  in  bjr 


Factory  and  Workshop  Act 
(1878)  Amendment 


Fire  Brigades 


of 


Franchise   and  Removal 

Women's  Disabilities 
Friendly  Societies  Disqualifica- 
tion Removal 

Highways  and   Bridges  Act 
( 1 89 1 )  Amendment 
Housing    qf    the  Working 
Claaaea 

Housing    of    the  Working 
ClasseB  (Rural  Districts) 

Imbeciles   (Training  Institu- 
tions) 

Intoxicating  Liquors  (Ijocal 
Veto)  (Ireland) 

Land  Values  Taxation  (Scotland) 
Lands  Valuation  (Scotuind)  Act 

(1854)  Amendment 
Leasehold  Enfranchisement 

(England  and  Wales) 
Licensed  Premises  (Hours  of 

Sale)  (Scotland) 
Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto 
Liquor   Traffic   Local  Veto 

(Scotland) 
Liquor    Traffic   Local  Veto 

(Wales) 

Local    Government  (Ireland) 
Act  (1898)  Amendment 


Ijocal  Government  (Scotland) 
Ijondoii     Borough  Councils 
(Women's  Disabilities  Re- 
moval) 

Manhood  Suffrage  (Ireland) 
Merchant  Shipping  (Liability  of  ' 
Shipowners)  : 
Midwives 

Mines  (Eight  Hours) 


Mr.  HmiBood 

Mr,  Pijm 

Sir  Charles  DWee 

Mr.  Strachetf 


Mr.  Jeffreys 
Mr,  Steadman 
Sir  Walter  Foster 

Mr.  Tomlinson 


ProgreM. 

Readl''13Feb.(1379) 

Read  l'  2  Feb.  (415) 
Read  1°  2  Feb.  (425) 

Bead  1*  2  Feb.  (424) 

Beadl<'13Feb.(1380) 
ReadP9Feb.(1063-5) 
Read  1'  9Feb.(1063-5) 

Bead  1"  2  Feb.  (416) 


Mr.miliam  Johnston  •  Bead  1'  3  Feb.  (424) 


Sir  Charles  Caimvn 
Mr.  M'Crae 

General  Laurie 

Mr.  P'rovaml 

Sir  inifrid  Laimn 
Mr.    John  inison 

(Govan) 
Mr.  HerheH  Roberts 

Mr.  TuUy 


Mr.  Kirol 
Mr.  Limyh 


Mr,  Field 

Sir  JJoTuUd  Currie 

Mr.  Taiton  Egn  ton 
Mr.  Herbert  Letiis 


Occupying   Tenants'  Eiifran-  '  Mr.  BarUey 

chisement 
Old  Age  Pensions 
Old  Age  Provident  Pensions 
Outdoor  Provident  Relief 
Outdoor     Belief  (Friendly 

Societies) 

Outdoor    Belief     (FHendly    Mr.  Straehey 
Societies)  (No.  2) 

Outlawries 


Bead  V  6  Feb.  (730) 
Read  I*  2  Feb.  (424) 

Bead  1'  2  Feb.  (421) 

Bead  1°  9  Feb.  (1064) 

Read  1*  2  Feb.  (423) 
Read  1°  6  Feb.  (729) 

Read  1"  6  Feb.  (730) 

Read  1'  2  Feb.  (41.'J); 
Second  Reading 
(put  off  six  months) 
14  Feb.  (1466) 
Read  1"  2  Feb.  (412) 
liead  1"  2  Feb.  (414) 


Read  1*2  Feb.  (419) 
Itead  V  2  Feb.  (409) 

Read  1*  2  Feb.  (410) 
Bead  1"  2  Feb.  (410) 

Bead  1'  2  Feb.  (420) 


SirFortemie  Flannery  Read  1"  2  Feb.  (415) 

Mr.  Bartlcy  ,  Read  V  2  Feb.  (426) 

Mr,  Bartley  \  Read  1"  2  Feb.  (426) 

Mr.  Galloway  \  Read  1"  2  Feb.  (412) 


I  Read  P  2  Feb.  (418); 
I  -  Second  Reading 
I  (adj.)  13Feb.  (1464) 
I  Read  1*"  (pro  formd) 
I     30  Jan.  (61) 
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So. 

35 
48 
22 

25 

78 

68 
10 
30 

49 

12 

33 

38 

57 
77 

21 
2 

53 

29 

36 
69 

64 
65 

43 

41 

45 
73 

4 

9 
47 
14 


TiUe  of  Kill. 

ParliamcDtary  Franchise  (Ex- 
tension to  Women) 

Public  Health  Acts  Amend- 
ment 

Public  Houses  (Scotland)  Latei 
Opening 

Quarries 

''Saihrays  (Pi-evention  of  Acci- 

denta) 
Kegistnttton  of  Klectors 
liegiatratiori  of  Firms 
lionmn    Catholic  Disabilities 

liemoval 

Siilc  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

(Ireland) 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liijuora  on 

Sunday 

Sale  of  Intoxicatirg  Ivitiuora  to 

Children 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Li<iuors  to 

Children  (No.  2) 
Shops 

S;eim    En^nes   and  Boilers 

(Persons  m  Charge) 
Street  Noises 

Sunday  Closing  (Monmouth- 
shire) 

Sunday  Closing  (Wales)  Act 
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PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES 

{AUTHORISED  EDITION) 

IN  THE 

SEVENTH  SESSION  of   the   TfTENTY-SIXTS  PARLIAMENT  or  the 
Unitbd  Kingdou  of  great  BRITAIN  and  IRELAND,  appointed 

TO  HKET  THE  30TH  JANUARY  1900,  IN  THE  63RD  YbAR  OF  THE  KsiQN  OF 

HER   MAJESTY   QUEEN  VICTORIA, 


FIBST  VOLUME  QF  SESSION  1900. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Taeidajf,  30th.  January,  1900. 


I  The  seventh  SESSION  of  the 
■<r  FOURTEENTH  PARLIAMENT  of 
5  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  and  the 
't'  Twenty-sixth  Parliament  of  the  United 
Kin^om  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
I  ms  opened  by  Commission  at  Two  of  the 
^  dock. 

I  The  Lords  Commissioners  were : — 
c  The  Lord  Chancellor  (the  Earl  of 
^  Halsbury),  the  Lord  PRn-Y  Seal  (Via- 
^  count  Cross),  the  LoRD  Chamberlain 
^  (the  Earl  of  Hopetoun),  the  Earl  of 
*^  kiNTORE,  and  Lord  Helper. 

>     The  Commons  being  at  the  Bar  with 
their  Speaker,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
^  deUvered  Her  Majesty's  Speech  to  both 
^  Houses  of  Parliament,  as  follows : —  • 

THE  gi^EEN'S  SPEECH. 

'-Jfy  Lord»  and  GevUhmm^ 

■'  The  peace  which  had  recently  been 
broken  in  South  Africa  when  last  I 
addressed  you  has  unhappily  not  been 
restored ;  but  otherwise  my  relations 
with  other  States  are  friendly. 

"  In  resisting  the  invasion  of  my  South 
African  Colomes  by  the  South  African 
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Republic  and  by  the  Orange  Free  State  my 
people  have  respond^  with  devotion  and 
enthusiasm  to  the  amteal  which  I  have 
made  to  them  j  and  the  heroism  of  my 
soldiers  in  the  field,  and  of  my  sailors 
and  marines  who  were  landed  to  co- 
operate with  them,  has  not  fallen  short 
of  the  noblest  traditions  of  our  military 
history.  I  am  deeply  grieved  that  so 
many  valuable  lives  should  have  fallen  a 
sacrifice.  But  I  have  witnessed  with 
pride  and  with  the  heartiest  gratification 
the  patriotic  eaeerness  and  spontaneous 
loyalty  with  which  my  subjects  in  all 
parts  of  my  dominions  hare  come  for- 
ward to  share  in  the  common  defence  of 
their  Imperial  interests.  I  am  confident 
that  I  shall  not  look  to  them  in  vain 
when  I  exhort  them  to  sustain  and  re- 
new their  exertions  until  they  have 
brought  this  struggle  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Empire  and  the  assertion 
of  its  supremacy  in  South  Africa  to  a 
victorious  conclusion. 

"  A  treaty  has  been  concluded  with  the 
German  Emperor  for  the  adjustment  of 
rights  claimed  by  the  two  countries  in 
Samoa,  Tonga,  and  other  islands  in  the 
Pacific.  To  a  portion  of  these  stipula- 
tions the  Grovemment  of  the  United 
States  has  also  been  a  party. 

"  A  Bill  will  be  introduced  at  an  early 
date  to  give  effect  to  the  scheme  of 
Federation  which  has  been  adopted  after 
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the  most  careful  consideration  by  five  of 
my  Australian  colonies.  I  have  watched 
with  cordial  satisfaction  the  gradual 
development  of  my  greater  colonies  into 
self-governing  communities.  I  feel  con- 
fident that  the  establishment  of  the  great 
Federation  of  Australia  will  prore  advui- 
tageous,  not  only  to  the  colonies  imme- 
diately concerned,  but  also  to  the  Empire 
at  large. 

"  The  brilliant  courage  and  the  soldier- 
like qualities  of  tlie  colonial  forces  en- 
gaged in  South  Afiioa  have  already 
earned  high  admiration.  Patriotic  offers 
of  assistance,  which  it  was  not  possible  to 
accept,  have  come  from  many  other 
colonies  with  populations  of  various 
races. 

"I  have  received  from  the  ruling 
chiefs  of  Native  States  in  India  numer- 
ous offers  to  place  their  troops  and  the  re- 
sources of  their  States  at  my  disposal  for 

service  in  South  Africa.  These  proofs  of 
their  loyalty  to  myself  and  of  their 
devotion  to  the  cause  of  my  Empire  have 
afforded  me  much  gratification. 

"I  regret  that  owing  to  insufficient 
rainfall  in  the  autumn  over  a  great  part 
of  Western  and  Central  Indifi  the  harvests 
and  pasturage  have  failed  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  create  a  famine.  Timely 
measurep  have  been  taken  by  my  Govern- 
ment, and  by  the  nilera  .of  the  Native 
>States  affected,  to  relieve  suffering  and  to 
prevent  starvation. 

"  I  regret  to  add  that  the  epidemic  of 
plague  continues,  and  that  although  its 
severity  has  not  increased  since  last  year, 
there  is  at  present  no  prospect  m  its 
diminution. 

"  GeiUlenien  of  the  House  of  Commons, 

"  The  Estimates  for  the  public  service 
of  the  year  will  be  laid  before  you.  The 
provision  for  military  expenditure  must 
be  largely  increased  on  account  of  the 
charge  for  military  operations  in  South 
Africa. 

"  The  experience  of  a  great  war  must 
necessarily  afford  lessons  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  the  military  administra- 
tions of  the  country.  You  will  not,  I 
am  convinced,  shrink  from  any  outlay  that 
may  be  required  to  place  our  defensive 
preparations  on  a  level  with  the  responsi- 
bilities which  the  possession  of  so  great 
an  Empire  has  laid  upon  us. 


"  At  a  time  when  several  other  nations 
are  perfecting  their  naval  preparations 
at  the  cost  of  increasing  efforts  and  sacri- 
fices, the  solicitude  with  which  you  have 
provided  for  the  efficiency  of  our  Navy 
and  of  our  coast  defences  will  assuredly 
not  be  relaxed. 

"  Mif  Lords  and  GenHemettf 

"  The  time  is  not  propitious  for  any 
domestic  reforms  which  mvolve  a  large 
expenditure. 

*    "  Prtqiosals,  however,  will  be  made  to 
I  you  for  sevenil  in^rtant  changes  which 
1  are  not  open  to  this  objection.  Amend- 
ments are  required  in  the  laws  which 
1  govern  limited  liability  companies,  and 
i  in  those  which  relate  to  agricultural 
tenancies.     Measures  for  amending  the 
law  of   ecclesiastical  assessments,  fmd 
in  r^anl  to  education  in  Scotland,  and 
I  for  the  relief  of  tithe-rent  payers  in 
\  Ireland,  will  also  be  laid  before  you. 
'  Yoiur  attention  will  also  be  invited  to 
'  proposals  for  better  enabling  local  au- 
{ thorities  to  aid  secondary  and  technical 
I  education  in  England  and  WaHes ;  for 
controlling    the    contracts    of  money 
j  lenders ;    for  the  amendment  of  the 
!  Factory  Law,  of  the  Law  of  Lunacy,  and 
of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Glasses 
I  Act. 

'*  The  laboui-s  of  the  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  me  to  inquire  into  the  nature 
I  and  causes  of  accidents  to  railway  ser- 
vants are  now  completed.  A  Bill,  framed 
with  the  object  of  lessening  the  number 
of  such  accidents,  will  l»e  laid  before  you. 

*'It  appeal's   that   service   in  South 
Africa  may  have  the  effect  of  disfranchis- 
I  ing  those  who  are  taking  part  in  it.  You 
'  will  be  asked  to  sanction  a  measure  by 
which  this  injustice  will  be  prevented. 

I  "  I  commend  your  deliberations  in  this 
I  anxious  time  to  "the  blessing  and  guidance 

I  of  Almighty  God." 

1    Then  the  Commons  withdrew. 
House  adjourned  during  pleasure. 
House  resumed. 

ROLL  OK  THE  LORDS. 

Korroy  King  of  Arms  attending, 
delivered  at  the  Table  (in  the  usual 
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in  South  Africa  once  and  for  all. 


the  Seventh  Session  of  the  Twenty-sixth 
Parliament  of  the  United  Kingdom :  The 
same  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SAT  FIRST. 
The  Lord  Farrer  sat  first  in  Parliament 
alter  the  death  of  his  father. 

NEW  PEERS. 
Sir  Henry  StafTord  Northcote,  baronet. 


The  flags  of  the  two  Boer  Republics  must 
disappear  for  ever,  and  the  English  flag  fly 
from  the  Zambesi  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope ;  and  I  trust  that,  when  we  have 
crushed  out  all  resistance,  we  shall  know 
how  to  deal  with  the  members  of  the 
Government  of  the  two  Republics,  and 
those  who  have  aided  and  abetted  them 
in  this  gigantic  conspiracy  to  drive  u» 
out  of  South  Africa.  On  the  other  band,, 
I  hope  that  the  Boer  farmers  and  others. 


C'.B.,  having  been  created  Baron  North- 1  who  have  been  for  years  purposely  misled 
cot*;  of  the  city  and  county  of  the  city  of  i  and  deceived  as  to  our  aims  and  intentions 
Exeter,   was  (in    the    usual  manner)  by  Mr.  Kruger  and  the  corrupt  oligarchy 


was 
introduced. 

The  Ri"ht  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock, 
l)aionet,  naving  been  created  Baron 
Avebury  of  Avebury  in  the  county  of 
Wilts,  was  (in  the  usual  manner)  in- 
ti-oduced. 

SELECT  VESTRIES. 
Bill,  pro  forma,  read  1<*. 


ORDEm  OF  THE  DAY. 

ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  de- 
livered the  Report  of  Her  Majesty's 
Gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 

*The  duke  of  SOMERSET:  My 
Lords,  in  rising  to  move  that  an  humble 
Address  be  presented  by  your  Lordships 
in  reply  to  the  gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne,  I  would  venture  to  remind  your 
Lordships  that  there  is  one  custom  which 
always  obtains  in  this  House,  whether 
these  benches  be  occupied  by  those  who 
support  the  present  Government  or  by 
the  noble  Loras  who  sit  on  the  other  side, 
and  it  is  that  you  invariably  extend  a 
kind  indu^nca  to  anyone  p1ac«l  in  the 
position  I  at  present  occupy.  The  first 
subject  in  the  gracious  Speech  which  you 
have  just  heard  read,  namel}',  the  war  in 
South  Africa,  is  the  only  one  with  which 
I  propose  to  occupy  your  attention  for 
any  time,  it  being  really  the  one  nearest 
all  our  hearts.  The  causes  which  led  to 
this  war  are  not  of  any  importance  to- 
day. What  the  nation  has  'to  do  is  to  see 
thu  matter  through.  Whether  it  takes 
six  months,  or  six  yeiura,  this  country 
intends  to  settle  the  question  of  her  supre- 


who  misgovern  the  country  and  oppress 
the  ITitlanders  with  the  sole  object  of 
filling  their  pockets,  and  without  the 
slightest  regard  for  the  welfare  of  their 
countrymen,  vrill  be  encouraged  to  return 
to  their  usual  avocations  and  participate 
in  the  prosperity  which  is  sure  to  follow 
the  establishment  of  a  just  and  honest 
Government.   I  feel,  my  Lords,  that  thia 
war,  terrible  though  it  is,  will,  when 
brought  to  a  successful  termination,  be 
for  the  real  and  lasting  good  of  South 
Africa,  and  also  of  thia  country  ;  and  for 
two  reasons.    In  the  first  place  the  Boers, 
who  are,  as  a  people,  most  ignorant  as  to 
the  resources  of  this  country,  have,  ever 
since  the  termination  of  the  last  war, 
which  ended  with  Majuba  Hill  and  the 
disastrous  peace  which  was  then  made, 
been  quite  persuaded  that  it  would  be  a 
simple  matter  to  drive  the  English  out  of 
Africa ;  but  by  the  time  the  present  war 
is  ended  they  will  form  a  truer  estimate 
of  the  power  of  this  Empire.    In  the 
second  place,  it  will  open  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  by  bitter  experience,  to  the  faults 
in  the  existing  administration  of  the  War 
Office,  and  to  the  real  requirements  of 
our  Army.    In  what  I  am  about  to  say, 
your  Lordships  must  not  think  that  I  im- 
pute blame  especially  to  those  at  present 
r^ponsible  for  the  conduct  of  that  office 
— on  the  contrary,  I  think  it  is  our  duty 
as  patriots  to  try  and  strengthen  their 
hands  in  the  present  crisi-s-lnit  I  do 
think,  my  Lords,  that  the  system  which 
they  found  existing  there  is  faulty,  and 
that,  when  we  get  breathing  time  in 
which  to  do  so,  the  country  will  require  a 
complete  review  of  that  system.    In  a  few- 
words,  my  Lords,  the  Army  seems  ti> 
have  existed  for  the  benefit  of  the  W'ai- 
Office.    In  future,  the  War  Office  should 
existonly  for  the  benefit  of  our  Army.  The 
Army  has  also  suffered  from  the  fact  that 
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every  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  seems 
to  consider  it  the  first  Department  on 
which  to  practise  economies  if  he  wishes 
to  improve  the  appearance  of  his  Budget, 
and  this  without  the  slightest  regard  to  the 
disastrous  effects  these  economies  may 
have  on  its  efficiency.  My  Lords,  we 
have  had  reverses  and  misforfcunes ;  but 
I  think  that  if  our  neighbours  over  the 
water,  who  are  so  ready  with  hostile 
criticism,  had  been  obliged  to  move 
100,000  men  6,000  miles  by  sea  liefore 
they  could  put  a  man  or  gun  in  the  field, 
and  then  found  an  enemy  who,  being  on 
the  spot,  could  choose  his  own  fighting 
cround,  and  who,  we  must  remember, 
had  for  years  been  preparing  for  this  very 
war,  thoy  would  not  have  done  any 
better  than  we  have  done.  We  have 
been  able  to  move  our  troops  because — 
and  only  because — we  have  undisputed 
command  of  the  sea.  On  this  our 
Empire  depends,  and  I  trust  this  country 
will  take  care  that  she  retains  that 
command  at  whatever  cost.  Of  one 
thing,  my  Lords,  this  country  may  be 
justly  proud.  I  refer  to  the  splendid 
'.oyalty  with  which  our  colonies,  with 
Canada  at  their  head,  have  come  to  our 
assistance.  I  spent  many  happy  years 
in  Canada — in  the  woods,  on  the  plains, 
and  in  the  mountains — and  know  well 
the  class  of  men  she  is  sending  us.  The 
ranchmen  and  cowboys  from  the  plains 
and  mountains  of  the  North  west  are 
fine  riders,  good  shots,  as  a  rule,  and  tough, 
resolute  men,  used  to  every  hardship 
and  well  fitted  for  such  a  campaign  as  the 
present ;  and  we  are  also  receiving  a  body 
of  well-drilled  Volunteers  from  the  towns 
and  surrounding  districts.  The  other 
colonies  have  sent  us  an  equally  fine  body 
of  men.  The  rulers  of  the  Native  States 
in  India  have  also  offered  us  men  and 
trained  artillery  horses,  which,  I  should 
think,  would  be  invaluable  at  the  present 
juncture.  The  successes  we  have  so  far 
achieved  in  South  Africa,  my  Lords,  have 
been  owing  to  the  splendid  heroism  and 
devotion  of  our  officers  and  men,  which, 
under  novel  and  often  most  trj'ingcircum; 
stances,  has  equalled,  if  it  has  not  excellent, 
the  best  traditions  of  our  Army.  They 
have  had  to  meet,  generally  on  disadvan- 
tageous terms,  a  brave  and  treacherous 
enemy,  more  numerous  than  our  forces  as 
a  rule,  and  to  take  positions  carefully 
prepared  for  weeks,  and  almost  impreg- 
iiable.  We  have  been  heavily  handicapped 
in  this  war  by  the  fact  that  in  face  of  an 
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enemy  consisting  wholly  of  mounted  men, 
and  therefore  very  mobile,  we  were  with- 
out any  quantity  of  Cavalry,  and  had 
only  a  small  body  of  Mounted  Infantry, 
,  the  authorities  neglecting  for  a  long  time 
I  to  take  advantage  of  the  splendid  offers 
of  irregular  Cavalry  from  our  colonists 
in  Natal — men  used  to  the  countrr, 
hating     the    Boers,    uid  perfectly 
suited  for  the  work.  This  has,  I  am  glad 
to  say,  been  rectified,  but  valuable  time 
has  been  lost.  We  have  also  been  terriblv 
under  -  gunned,  and  unless  the  Naval 
Brigade  had,  with  their  usual  entei'prise 
and  ingenuity,  mounted  some  of  the 
heavy  gims  from  their  ships,  we  should 
have  had  absolutely  nothing  with  which 
to  reply  to  the  heavy  ormiance  of  the 
Boers — in  fact,  Ladysmith  was  saved  br 
these  naval  guns.   Of  those  commanding 
I  our  troops  in  South  Africa,  I  would  only 
I  say  that  they  have  had  a  great  respon- 
sibility on  their  shoulders — in  the  case  of 
I  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  an  almost  intolerable 
j  one.     Adverse  criticism  of  their  actions 
'  at  this  distance,  and  with   very  little 
j  knowledge  of  their  surroundings,  political 
I  and  other,  seems  to  me  a  great  injustice. 
I  am  certain  that  with  Loid  Roberts  and 
j  Lord  Kitchener  at  Cape  Town,  and  Sir 
I  Redv  ers  Buller  in  Natal,  everything  that  is 
I  possible  will  be  done  for  the  success  of  our 
I  arms.  I  hope,  my  Lords,  that,  besides  hurry- 
I  ing  out  reinforcements  to  our  generals  in 
j  South  Africa,  the  Government  will  consider 
well  the  desirability  of  at  once  mobilising 
\  our  Navy,  of  eml>odying  the  .Militia 
not  yet  called  out,  and  all  the  Volunteers, 
,  so  that  they  may  receive  a  training  which 
'  will  enable  them,  in  case  of  a  national 
[  emergency,  to  take  the  place  of  the  regu- 
,  lar  troops  of  whom  the  countn*  is  partially 
I  denuded,  and  then  call  for  all  the  traine<l 
men  who  have  passed  through  either 
,  force,    at    the    same  time  organising 
1  artillery  and  transport,  of  which  these 
'  forces  are  entirely  deficient  at  present. 
My  Lords,  we  have  won  half  our  splendid 
■  Empire  with  the  sword.    Wo  ha^  e  only 
'  to  look  at  the  nations  around  us,  armetl 
to  the  teeth  and  jealous  of  our  prosperity 
and  freedom,  to  see  that  we  must  l»e  pre- 
pared to  defend  the  whole  of  it  by  the 
same  means.    If  our  sword  is  a  little  dull, 
my  Lords,  it  is  our  business  to  put  an 
edge  to  it,  and  then,  if  we  keep  it  loose  in 
the  scabbard,  with  a  strong  hand  on  the 
hilt,  we  shall  not  only  ensure  peace  for 
!  ourselves,  but  go  far  to  ensure  it  for  the 
'  whole  of  Europe.    My  Lords,  I  doubt  if. 
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since  the  days  of  the  Indian  Mutiny,  the  ' 
0«vernment  of  this  country  has  had  to  i 
face  such  anxieties  and  difllculties  as  at  I 
the  present  moment,  but  I  am  quite  con- 
fident that  if  the  country  will  sink  all 
party  differences,  and  give  Her  Majesty's 
Jlinisters  its  unaoimous  support,  they  | 
will   bring   the   Empire  through  the ' 
present  crisis  with  success  and  with ' 
honour.      To    turn    to    oUier    sub- ' 
jeets.      For  the  past  year  we  have ' 
good  cause  to  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  of 
£gypt,  especially  in  the  death-blow  dealt 
to  IViahdism  by  Lord  Kitchener  and  the  | 
united  English  and  Egyptian  forces  at  [ 
Omdurman,  and  the  taking  prisoner  of 
Osman  Di^u  since  that  time.   My  Lords, 
ev  eryone  in  this  country  deeply  deplores  | 
the  sufferings  of  Her  Majesty's  Indian  | 
subjects  caused  by  the  plague  and  one  of  | 
the  most  serious  famines  which  have  yet , 
occurred  in  that  country.    We  may,  I  am  ^ 
sure,  depend  on  the  Viceroy  and  Govern- 
ment ot  India  doing  ail  they  can  to  give  , 
relief  and  assuage  suffering,  but  with  an  | 
enormous  native   population,  chiefly   a  i 
very  poor  one,  this  is  a  task  of  great 
magnitude,  and  one  which  will  require  all 
their  ability  to  cope  with.    I  thank  your  ' 
Lordships  for  the  kind  manner  in  which  i 
you  have  listened  to  me,  and  I  now  beg  i 
to  move — 

**  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented  ; 
to  Her  Majesty  in  reply  to  the  Gracious  | 
Speech  from  the  Throne."  I 

*The  earl   of  SHAFTESBURY:: 
My  Lords,  it  is  my  privilege  to  rise  and  ' 
address  your  Lordships'  House,  and  to  ! 
second  the  noble  Duke  who  has  moved 
that  an  humble  address  be  presented  by  I 
your  Lordships  to  Her  Majesty  in  reply  | 
to  the  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne.  | 
To  me  this  privilege  is  rendered  of  double  j 
value  inasmuch  as  it  comes  at  a  time 
when  Pariiament  has  been  summoned 
together  whilst  the  nation  is  in  the  act  of 
carrying  on  a  war  of  greater  magnitude, 
perhaps,  than  aay  war  in  which  we  have 
been  engaged  since  the  days  of  Welling- 
ton, and  which  has  already  affected  us, 
and  will  affect  us  each  one  from  the 
highest  to  the  lowest.    It  is  a  war  that  is 
destined  to  revolutionise  in   no  small 
degree  all  tactics  of  modern  warfare, 
unless,  my  Lords,  it  is  to  prove  an  exce]f>- 
tion  to  every  other  war  oi  similar  magni- 


tude ensuing  on  any  long  periods  of  peace- 
— those  periods  of  peace  during  which 
engines  of  war,  terrible  in  their  death- 
dealing  properties,  are  of  almost  daily 
invention.  It  is  bound  to  make  every 
nation  pause  and  consider  how  the  lessonsi 
to  be  learnt  from  it  are  to  be  best  applied 
to  the  perfecting  of  their  national  systems 
for  attack  and  defence,  and  in  like  nuomer 
it  is  destined  to  mark  an  important  epoch, 
in  the  military  history  of  our  Emfore. 
Under  these  circumstances,  therefore,  the 
war  must  be  the  all  absorbing  topic  of  the 
hour.  It  occupies  the  first  position 
in  the  gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne. 
Having  served  until  a  comparatively 
recent  date  in  a  regiment  which  is  now 
at  the  front,  under  that  distinguished, 
and,  I  think  I  may  say,  very  successful 
leader.  General  French,  you  will  under- 
stand, my  Lords,  that  my  interest  in  this 
war  is  of  a  somewhat  special  kind.  The 
noble  Duke  has  already  enlarged  fuUy 
upon  the  magnificent  fighting  qualities  of 
the  British  and  Colonial  soldiers,  and  on 
the  heroic  valour  of  the  officers  who  lead 
them,  and,  indeed,  upon  every  other  point 
of  importance  in  connection  with  the  war. 
Your  Lordships  will,  I  trust,  pardon  me, 
however,  if  I  go  over  the  same  ground  in 
emphasising  the'  debt  of  gratitude  due  by 
this  country  to  the  colonists  who  have 
come  forward  so  readily  to  help  her  in 
her  hour  of  need.  My  Lords,  it  always 
seemed  to  me  that  Imperial  Federation 
was  rather  a  dream' of  the  future,  but 
what  further  proof  is  necessary  that  it  ia 
with  us  now,  if  not  in  substance,  at  any 
rate  in  spirit,  when  we  see  sons  of  Empire 

foing  forward  shoulder  to  shoulder  to 
ght  for  a  common  cause,  and  that  cause 
the  integrity  of  the  Empire  ?  I  would 
refer,  too,  to  the  patriotic  spirit  shown  by 
the  people  of  this  country  at  this  time, 
whether  it  be  in  the  ready  response  of 
our  Reservists,  and  all  those  who  have 
volunteered,  to  the  call  to  arms,  or 
whether  it  be  in  the  generous  financial 
support  ^ven  by  all  classes  to  any  scheme 
or  fund  raised  for  the  benefit  of  those 
fighting  our  battles.  These  few  points, 
my  Lords,  I  think,  form  a  bright  side  of 
the  picture,  if  in  other  ways  the  situation 
of  affairs  in  South  Africa  at  this  moment 
gives  cause  for  much  anxiety.  No  country 
could  have  done  more,  no  country  could 
wish  to  do  more,  to  further  the  efforts  of 
those  responsible  for  the  situation  to 
carry  what  has  now  become  no  light  an 
undertiUdng  to  a  conclusion  which  shall 
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not  only  be  compreheiuive  but  final.  As 
regards  the  conduct  of  the  campaign, 
chticlam  there  has  been,  perhaps  too 
much.  Far  be  it  from  me,  however,  to 
criticise  on  such  an  occasion  as  this.  X 
would  rather  content  myself  with  the 
feeling  that  during  the  conduct  of  this 
war  our  generals  who  are  directing  the 
movements  of  our  forces  are  reaping  a 
golden  harvest  of  experience  invaluable  to 
them  for  further  operations  in  the  field  at 
this  time,  invaluable  should  they  ever 
again  be  called  upon  to  take  the  field, 
and  of  greatest  value  to  those  who  come 
after  them,  who  may  be  placed  in  a 
similar  position.  Before  leaving  the  sub- 
ject of  war,  I  would  urge  the  necessity, 
which  has  become  so  apparent,  of  esta- 
blishing national  rifle  clubs  throughout  the 
•country.  Every  man  should  know  how  to 
handle  a  rifle,  every  man  should  know 
how  to  shoot.  We  want  no  compulsory 
system  of  service,  but  I  cannot  help 
thinking  that  every  able-bodied  man 
might  give  up  two  years,  a  year,  or  six 
months,  to  a  course  of  military  training 
either  in  the  Regulars,  or  in  the  Militia, 
«r  in  the  Volunteers.  On  no  account  do 
I  desire  to  minimise  the  gravity  of  the 
mtuation  at  this  moment,  but  what  in  a 
time  of  real  national  peril  would  be  the 
position  of  an  able-bodied  man,  endowed 
with  all  the  physical  and  intellectual 
qualities  necessary,  if  his  services  were  of 
no  account  owing  to  a  want  of  training 
during  times  of  pea'ce  ?  It  is  for  us  at 
home  to  look  and  see  that  the  magnifi- 
cent fighting  material  we  possess  is 
backed  by  a  thoroughly  sound  and 
strong  system  of  Imperial  defence,  and 
if  some  reorganisation  of  this  system  has 
proved  itself  necessary  at  this  time  I 
think  we  may  rest  assured  that  it  will 
occupy  the  attention  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  at  an  early  date.  My  Lords, 
the  next  point  in  Her  Majesty's  Speech 
is  the  satisfactory  adjustment  of  the 
Samoan  difficulties.  The  Samoan  Islands, 
I  understand,  were  of  no  strategic  value 
or  importance  to  Grtot  Britain.  The 
treaty  concluded  with  the  German 
Emperor  has  apparently  settled  once 
and  for  all  a  question  that  gave 
rise  to  constant  friction  between  the 
representatives  of  three  great  Powers 
in  those  islands,  and  is,  I  believe,  a 
treaty  thoroughly  satisfactory  to  all 
^rties,  and  for  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  has  obtained  a  concession  of 
equal  value  elsewhere.    I  should  like  to 

The  Earl  of  Slutflfsbury. 


dwell  for  a  moment  upon  the  next  point 

in  the  Speech  from  the  Throng  namely — 

"A  Bill  will  be  introdaced  at  an  early  date 
to  ^ve  effect  to  the  scheme  of  Federation 
which  has  been  adopted,  after  the  moetoarefal 
consideration,   by   five   of   my  Australian 

Colonies." 

My  Lords,  those  five  colonies,  1  feel, 
deserve  the  fullest  measure  of  cordial 
congratulation  we  can  give  them.  For 
two  years  and  more  I  h^  the  honour  of 
serving  on  the  stafi^  of  Lord  Brasaey,  Her 
Majesty's  representative  in  the  colony  of 
Victoria.  It  was  my  privilege  to  witness 
the  never-to-be-forgotten  outburst  of 
loyalty  and  affection  shown  by  the  people 
of  the  colony  of  Victoria,  and,  indeed, 
throughout  Australia,  on  the  occasion  of 
Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty's  Jubilee  of 
1897.  The  in\'itation  issued  by  the 
Government  to  the  Premiers  of  all 
the  colonies  to  visit  this  country  at 
the  time,  so  readily  accepted  by  them, 
did  more  to  help  on  the  work  of 
Federation  in  Australia  than  we 
may  well  be  aware  of.  It  brought  the 
representatives  of  those  Colonial  Govern- 
ments into  closer  touch  with  the  Im- 
perial Government  at  home.  It  did 
more  than  that.  It  brought  them  into 
a  closer  touch  with  each  other.  When  I 
left  Australia  at  the  beginning  of  1898, 
the  Convention  was  then  sitting  for  the 
purpose  of  framing  a  Commonwealth 
Bill,  which  was  to  be  acceptable  to  all. 
The  difficulties  at  that  time  seemed  to  be 
insuperable,  but  by  a  policy  of  stead}' 
perseverance,  and  a  spirit  of  give  and 
take  from  all,  in  five  colonics,  at  any 
rate,  those  difficulties  have  at  iast  been 
apparentlv  surmounted.  We  may  hope 
to  see  ere  long  another  nation  growing 
up  of  our  own  kith  and  kin,  strong  in 
the  fact  of  its  unity,  strong  in  its  loyalty 
and  affection  for  Her  Most  Gracious 
Majesty  the  Queen  and  her  Empire,  of 
which  it  forms  a  part,  a  more  than  useful 
ally  in  times  of  trouble  to  the  country  to 
whom  it  owes  its  birth.  My  Lords,  I 
think  the  remaining  points  in  the 
gracious  Speech  from  the  Throne  require 
no  further  comment  from  me.  This  war 
must  occupy,  no  doubt,  the  almost  un- 
I  divided  attention  of  your  Lordships' 
House  for  some  little  time  to  come.  I 
am  glad  to  feel  that,  whatever  may  Iw 
the  issue  jof  this  struggle  ■  -and,  backed 
by  the  dogged  determination  of  the 
Government  and  people  of  this  countr}', 
there  can  he  but  one  issue — we  shall 
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«mei^  from  it  with  the  bonds  of  a  united  | 
Empire  still  more  closely  and  firmly  \ 
knit  together,  determined  to  use  to  the  . 
best  of  our  ability  our  resources  and  | 
our  strength  to  carry  on  the  work  of 
civilisation,  to  uphold  all  that  is  just  and  | 
right,  and  to  further  the  peaceful  de- , 
relopment  of  commerce  throughout  the  | 
world.  I  thank  your  Lordships  for  vour  i 
kind  attention  to  my  remarks,  and  t  beg  , 
to  second  the  Address. 

The  earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  My, 
Lords,  I  feel  sure  your  Lordships  will  hare 
heard  with  satisuction  t^e  speeches  made  { 
by  the  mover  and  seconder  of  the  Address.  < 
My  noble  friend  the  noble  Duke  made  | 
many  very  aensible  observations,  with  not 
a  few  of  which  I  entirely  concur.    As  re-  i 
gards  the  noble  Earl,  I  am  sure  the  whole  | 
House  will  congratulate  him,  for  I  think  ^ 
a  more  graceful  and  appropriate  speech  ! 
we  have  never  heard.    My  Lords,  the  first  \ 
subject  that  is  touched  on  in  the  Speech 
from  the  Throne  is  our  relations  with  | 
foreign  Powers,  and  I  see  with  pleasure  | 
that  the  noble  Marquess  has  been  able  to 
advise  Her  Majesty  to  say  that  our  rela- ' 
tions  with  other  States  are  friendly.  My 
Lords,  the  friendship  of  other  States  must 
always  be  a  matter  of  the  highest  con- 
sequence to  any  nation,  but  at  the  present 
moment  we  must  all  feel  how  important 
it  is  that  we  should  have  friendly  rela- 
tions with  the  Great  Powers  of  Europe  and 
the  United  States.  I  believe  I  am  speaking 
with  accuracy  when   I  say   that  the ' 
relations  between  the  different  Grovem-  i 
ments  of  Europe  and  that  of  the  United 
States  uid  our  own  Grovemment  may  be 
justly  described  as  friendly.    I  wish  we 
could  say  as  much  concerning  the  general 
attitude  of  some  of  the  nations  of  Europe. 
I  do  not  wish — Heaven  forbid  that  I 
should — to  add  anything  to  the  bitter 
remarks  which  have  been  made  as  to  the 
feeling  shown  towards  this  conntry  in 
almost  all  parts  of  Europe.     I  cannot 
pass  from  that  without  saying  that,  with- 
out attributing  too  much  to  newspaper 
coDtroTersies  which  go  on  between  the 
^ess  of  the  different  countries,  I  do 
think,  without  speaking  of  any  particular 
country,  that,  with  re^rd  to  our  rela- 
tions with  foreign  nations,  considerable 
mischief  has  Iwen  done  by  the  way  in 
which  ill-natured  remarks  in  every  news 
paper,  however  contemptible,  are  reported 
to  us.    There  is  a  general  impression 
produced,  I  am  convinced,  that  the  situa- 


tion is  much  more  serious  than  it 
than  the  situation  really  deserves;  but 
what  is  worse  than  that  is  that  the  con- 
tinual goin^  on  of  warfare  of  that  kind 
serves  to  irritate  people  generally  and 
make  thom  feel  a  want  of  cordiality 
towards  one  another.  Not  that  I  depre- 
cate in  the  least  the  reporting  to  us 
the  state  of  feeling  in  those  countries — 
I  think  we  are  deeply  indebted  to 
the  press  for  their  reports  —  but 
what  I  do  deprecate  is  the  undue 
amount  of  stress  that  is  laid  on  the 
attacks  of  the  press  of  *oth6r  countries, 
and  their  being  responded  to  by  the 
press  of  our  own  countir.  It  is  setting 
up  a  kind  of  paper  warfare  which  I  am 
certain  is  not  conducive  to  good  relations 
with  other  countries  or  to  peace.  There 
is  only  one  subject  which  is  specially  im- 
portant in  regard  to  foreign  affairs,  to 
which  I  would  refer,  and  1  should  be 
sorry  to  pass  it  over.  I  refer  to  the  ne- 
gotiations with  Germany  which  have 
enabled  the  Government  to  arrive  at  a 
settlement  with  regard  to  Samoa.  I  shall 
not  trouble  jrour  Lordships  by  entering 
into  that  matter  more  fully.  For  my 
part,  I  simply  congratidate  the  noble 
Marquessonthe  settlement  which  has  been 
arrived  at  of  a  long-standing  diificulty. 
I  will  add  to  that  that  I  think  the  friendly 
character  of  our  relations  with  foreign 
Powers  is  due  in  great  measure  to  the 
prudence,  if  I  may  say  so,  with  which  the 
noble  Marquess  has  conducted  the  foreign 
affairs  of  this  country.  But  1  must  sav 
this — I  have  no  wish  to  make  an  attack 
upon  any  member  of  the  Government — 
that  I  do  hope  the  noble  Marquess  will 
prevent  such  speeches  from  being  made 
as  were  made  by  the  Secretary  m  State 
for  the  Colonies  during  the  recess,  and 
which,  though  I  am  certain  they  were 
not  intended  to  have  such  an  effect,  did, 
to  some  extent,  neutralise  the  efforts 
which  the  noble  Marquess  himself  had 
made  to  bring  about  a  perfectly  cordial 
understanding  between  ns  and  certain 
other  Powers.  I  have  in  yeai-s  past  had 
some  experience  of  diplomacy,  and  I  am 
sure  that  any  one  who  has  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  conduct  of  foreign  affairs, 
whether  employed  in  this  country  or 
aljroad,  must  know  that  there  is  a 
peculiar  discretion  necessary  in  speak- 
ing of  foreign  affairs,  and  that 
it  is  well  that  those  who  speak 
upon  them  should  have  some  special 
exx>erience  on  the  subject,  and  know  more 
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precisely  than  anyone  who  has  not  been 
engaged  in  such  transactions  can  know 
what  will  be  the  effect  of  the  words  they 
use  upon  other  nations.  It  is  very 
different  to  our  own  domestic  affairs.  The 
ground  is  far  more  delicate,  and  it  is  not 
perhaps  always  easy  to  understand  pre- 
cisely what  effect  words  spoken  here  by 

rirsons  of  importance  may  have  abroad, 
will  not  pursue  the  subject,  but  I  felt 
bound  to  nifer  to  it,  without  laying  too 
much  stress  upon  it.  Naturally,  my 
Lords,  I  turn  now  to  that  which  occupies 
the  thoughts  of.  every  one,  not  only  in 
this  House,  but  throughout  the  country 
— I  mean  the  war  in  South  Africa.  And 
in  regard  to  that  I  wish  first  of  all  to 
express,  what  is  the  universal  opinion, 
ac^oiration  of  the  conduct  of  our  troops. 
Upon  that  there  carlnot  be  two  opinions. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  result  of 
their  efforts,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
in  no  war  in  which  we  have  been  engaged 
hare  our  soldiers,  and  such  of  our  sailors 
as  have  been  engaged,  shown  a  more 
determined  bravery  or  a  more  gallant 
spirit  in  the  dischiurge  of  the  dangerous 
and  difficult  duties  they  have  been  called 
upon  to  perform.  That  has  not  been  con- 
fined by  any  means  to  the  soldiers  of  this 
country.  It  has  also  been  shown  in  as 
marked  a  degree  by  the  bodies  of  troops, 
not  large,  but  in  themselves  important, 
which  the  colonies  have  sent  to  our  assis- 
tance. I  would  also  say  that  I  do  not 
believe  that  too  much  praise  can  be 
awarded  to  the  Natal  Volunteers,  who 
have  come  forward  in  circumstances  of 
the  most  painful  nature,  and  have  shown 
that  they  are  worthy  in  everj'  respect  of 
fighting  by  the  aide  of  the  British  soldier. 
The  support  we  are  recei\ing  from-  the 
colonies  is  one  of  those  subjects  on  which 
we  can  warmly  congratulate  ourselves. 
The  support  of  our  colonies  has  been  given 
with  no  stinted  hand.  It  has  been  given 
cordially ;  nay,  more,  it  has  been  given 
enthusiastically,  and,  whatever  may  be 
the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  involved 
and  the  dangers  that  may  beset  us  in  the 
future,  this  much  at  least  we  know,  which 
■we  did  not  know  before  so  fully — that  we 
have  with  us  completely  the  heart  of  our 
colonial  people  throughout  the  world. 
That  will,  I  believe,  in  the  future  lead  to 
such  a  binding  together  of  the  whole 
Empire  as  will  tend  to  increase  our  power 
to  a  degree  which  perhaps  now  we  can 
hardly  calculate.  Of  course,  I  include  all 
the  colonies Canada,  Australia  and 
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the  rest— but  I  must  refer  specially^ 
for  a  moment  to  the  Australian  colonies, 
because  a  measure  of  great  importance 
affecting  them    is    mentioned  in  the 
Speech  from  the  Throne — namely,  the 
federation  of  those  colonies.    I  think  I 
may  say  that,  whilst  at  any  time  we 
should  have  wdoomed  such  a  proposal 
and  have  viewed  it  with  the  most  favour- 
able eye,  oxu-  relations  with  our  colonies 
are  now  of  such  a  warm  nature  that  they 
may    be    perfectly  certain  that  that 
measure  will  be  received  with  cordial 
approval  both  in  Parliament  and  in  the 
country.    There  is  one  other  subject  ta 
which  I  must  allude  in  this  connection, 
and  that  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
India.    It  is  a  most  melancholy  thing 
that  India  should  again  this  year  be 
I  affiicted  by  a  terrible  famine  and  also  by 
a  continuance  of  the  plague.    We  deeply 
I  sympathise  with  the  people  of  India,  and. 
I  we  must  not  forget  that,  even  in  the 
I  stress  which  is  laid  upon  than,  they  hare 
\  not  forgotten  their  relations  to  Uiis  coun- 
I  try  and  hare  sent  us  both  help  and 
assurances  of    help    in   onr  present 
;  anxiety.    I  mention  this  because  it  marks 
I  the  excellent    relations  which  prevail 
between  ourselves  and  our  people  in  that 
I  part  of  the  world.    I  have  alluded  to 
I  those  various  passages  in  the  Speech  in 
I  which  we  are  all  able  to  concur.    I  must. 
'  turn  now  to  the  war  itself.    It  is  in  vain 
I  to  conceal  from  ourselves,  determined  as 
we  are  not  to  shrink  from  any  sacrifice  to 
bring  the  war  to  a  fortunate  conclusion, 
that  we  have  no  reason  to  congratulate 
ourselves    upon    the    progress  which 
thus  far  has  been  made.     This  is  a 
moment  of  the   deepest  and  gravest 
anxiety.    I  am  not  a  soldier,  but,  for 
other  reasons  than  my  want  of  know- 
ledge of  military  matters,  I  shall  abstain 
entirely  from  criticising  the  actions  of  the 
generals  in  the  field,  who  have  onerous 
duties  to  perform  in  the  conduct  of 
these  operations.   It  is  the  duty  <A  Her 
Majesty's  Government  to  select  the  men 
who  are  to  undertake  these  difficult 
operations;  it  is  our  4nty  to  support 
the    Government  in  giving  them  all 
the    assistance    and    all    the  means 
that  they    may  need ;    but  it  seems 
to  me  to  be  unwise  to  criticise  the 
generals  themselves  in  the  carrying  out 
of  their  operations.    But  I  do  not  wish 
by  that  to  imply  that  I  do  not  feel  certain 
that  our  generals  themselves,  as  every 
man  who  may  be  employed  in  the  prose- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


17       AM-ess  ill  Ansmr  to       {30  January  1900 [         the  Queen's  Speei-h.  lo- 


cution of  the  war,  are  doing  their  very 
utmost  to  perform  their  arduous  duties. 
Reference  is  mada  in  the  gracious  Speech 
to  the  experience  we  have  gained  with 
regard  to  the  defects  in  our  military 
adniinistTation. 

The  prime  MINISTER  ako 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor  FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of  Salisbury)  : 
Those  are  not  precisely  the  wOTds. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY:  I  will 
<(U0te  the  very  words — 

"  TUe  experieD«e  of  a  great  war  most  neces- 
aarily  afford  leasons  of  the  greatest  importance 
to  the  milUary  adminutiationR  of  the 
voantry.'' 

That  naturally  implies  what,  I  think, 
would  under  any  circumstances  be  right, 
that  there  will  probably  have  to  be  a 
'  revision  in  many  respects  of  our  military 
administration.  I  wi  1 1  say  more.  I 
think  it  very  possible  that  it  may  be 
found  necessary  to  make  careful  inquiry 
into  certain  particular  points.  I  was 
going  to  add  that  I  do  not  think  that  this 
is  the  occasion  or  the  moment  to  go  into 
particulars,  even  if  I  were  capable  of 
going  into  them,  on  such  a  subject.  I 
merely  mention  it  because  I  think  it  is  a 
imbject  which  may  lead  to  discussions  of 
great  importance  in  Parliament.  I 
concur  with  what  the  noble  Duke,  I 
think,  said — that  the  Government  will  be 
wise — I  am  not  sure  they  are  not  doing 
it — if  they  make  every  effort  to  be 
thoroughly  prepared  for  what  may  occur 
in  the  future.  We  all  hope  for  great 
success.  We  may,  unfortunately,  meet 
widi  serious  disaster.  Nay,  more  than 
that.  Although  our  reUitions  with  foie^ 
Powers  are  friendly,  it  is  well  to  oonsiwr 
what  may  happen  in  the  future,  and  it  is 
well  the  Government  should  be  thoroughly 
prepared  for  any  event  that  may  occur. 
I  am  certain  that  this  country  will  meet 
with  courage  and  resolution  any  eventu- 
ality that  may  arise,  but  it  is  ROt  only 
necessary  to  be  prepared  to  meet  dangers 
with  courage  and  resolution.  You  ought 
to  be  prepared  beforehand  with  the  means 
which  will  enable  you  to  surmount  those 
dangers.  I  agree  entirely  with  the  noble 
Duke  opposite,  if  I  rightly  understood 
him,  when  he  said  it  was  highly  dedrable 
that  the  whole  of  the  Militia  should 
be  embodied.  I  confess  I  have  been 
astonished  that  the  Government  have  not 


'  taken  that  measure,  not  merely  with 
reference  to  the  war  goin^  on  in  South 

,  Africa,  but  also  for  home  service,  when 
the  country  has  been  denuded  of  reguhir 
troops.  If  you  embody  the  Militia  in 
time  they  wUI  become  efficient  Regiments, 
and  it  seems  to  me  the  whole  body  should 

I  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Government  for 

I  home  sen'ice.  That  is  one  point.  The 
other  is  referred  to  in  this  paragraph  of 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne — 

,  "  At  a  time  when  »teveral  other  nations  are 
perfecting  their  naval  preparations  at  the  cost 

'  of  increasing  efforts  and  sacriticeH,  tlie  solicitude 
with  which  you  have  provided  for  the  efticiencv 
of  our  Nttvy  and  of  oar  coast  defences  will 
assuredly  not  be  relaxed." 

I  gather  from  that  that  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment  are  well  aware  of  the  vital 
importance  of  seeing  that  our  one  great 
defence  is  in  the  highest  condition  not 

only  of  efficiency,  which  I  hope  and  be- 
lieve it  is,  but  also  in  a  state  of  prepara- 
;  tion  which  may  make  it  easy  to  utilise  it 
at  once  whenever  it  is  called  upon  to 
discharge  any  duty  which  may  be  laid 
upon  it,    I  lay  stress  upon  that.    I  am 
sure  that  in  the  present  situation  of  affaira 
it  is  well  that -our  Navy  should  be  quite 
ready  wherever  it  is  called  upon  to  act,. 
,  and  I  hope  I  may  say  with  confidence 
that  the  Administration  of  the  present 
I  day  intend  to  keep  that  matter  steadily 
,  and  fully  in  mind.   Circumstances  which 
'  have  come  to  my  knowledge  lead  me  to 
believe  that  that  is  the  case,  and  I  shall 
I  be  glad  to  have  it  confirmed  from  the 
mouth  of  those  who  speak  with  both 
knowledge  and  responsibility.  I  have  said 
1  much,  I  think,  on  which  I  may  hope  for 
I  the  agreement  of  all  in  this  House.  I  must 
I  come  now  to  a  less  pleasant  and  far  less 
J  agreeable  task,  because  I  do  not  think  I 
'  can  pass  over  without  criticism  certain 
I  matters  concerning  the  action  of  Her 
j  Majesty's  Government  in  the  past.  I 
I  entirely  deny  that  it  is  our  duty,  when 
difficulties  surround  the  Government,  to 
'  abstain  entirely  from  criticism.     We  are 
bound  not  to  embarrass  the  Government, 
we  are  bound  not  to  do  anything  that 
may  diminish  their  efficiency,  but  I  deny 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  Government  is 
seriously  impaired  by  having  the  mistakes 
which  in  our  opinion  it  has  made  pointed 
out,  even  at  the  present  time.    At  the 
same  time  I  shall  not  enlarge  at  any 
great  length  upon  them.    I  may  say  at 
once  that  I  have  not  the  slightest  inten- 
tion of  going  back  to  the  well-worn  ques- 
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tion  of  the  negotiations  with  the  Trans- 
vaal Bepublic.  If  mistakes  were  made 
then  they  cannot  be  mended  now  by  any 
words  we  may  use.  The  remarks  I  shall 
make  relate  entirely  to  our  want  of  pre- 
paration for  the  war  in  which  we  find 
■ourselves  engaged.  That,  I  think,  is  a  sub- 
ject of  great  and  pressing  importance. 
I  will  trouble  your  Lordships  with  one  or 
two  quotations  from  speeches  made  by 
responsible  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
because  it  is  from  their  mouths  alone  that 
I  gather,  to  my  astonishment,  that  they 
seem  not  to  have  been  aware,  or  not  aware 
in  sufficient  tune,  of  the  state  of  prepara- 
tion of  the  Transvaal  Government  and 
the  danger  which  might  consequently 
Arise  to  the  possessions  of  the  Crown  in 
South  Africa.  The  argument  which  is 
sometimes  used  in  defence  of  the  Govern- 
ment— I  believe  the  noble  Marquess  him- 
self in  a  speech  pointed  this  out — is 
something  like  this ;  If  you  were  largely 
to  increase  our  troops  in  South  Africa 
■during  the  time  you  were  conducting 
negotiations  with  the  Boer  Government, 
it  would  be  so  warlike  a  proceeding  that 
it  would  not  only  necessarily  prejudice 
the  negotiations,  but  it  would  induce  the 
Boers,  whose  state  of  preparation  was 
more  advanced,  to  attack  you.  But  that 
argument  does  not  hold  good  when  the 
speeches  of  the  responsible  Ministers  of  ' 
the  Crown  themselves  are  examined.  } 
Speaking  at  Leicester,  in  November,  the  , 
Colonial  Secretary  said — 

"  The  policy  of  President  KruRer  led  m  five  | 
times  to  tiie  brink  of  war" — that  wan  in  past , 
years— "and  President  Kruger  only  yielded 
when  he  looked  into  the  cannon's  month." 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  then  went  on  I 
to  say  that  all  the  time  President  Kniger  I 
was  piling  up  tremendous   ai-maments  [ 
until  he  found  himself  in  a  position  in  , 
which  he  thought  he  could  safely  defv 
one  of  the  Great  Powers  of  the  world,  | 
and  that  these  immense  preparations  for  | 
war  began  long  before  the  Jameson  raid. 
The  comment  I  would  make  upon  that  is 
this — in  the  first  place,  this  information  ' 
must  have  been  long  known  to  the  j 
•Government,  and,  in  the  second  place,  if  | 
this  was  the  view  taken  by  tbe  Colonial , 
Secretary,  I  am  at  a  loss  to  understand 
how  the  policy  which  has  recently  been  i 
described  as  one  of  bluff  could  have  l>een  ! 
-adopted  and  pursued  in  the  face  of  such  \ 
knowledge  as  the  Government  possessed.  \ 
The  Colonial  Secretary  told  us  that  Preai- 1 
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dent  Kruger  very  wisely,  when  we  put 
the  matter  strongly  to  him  and  he  was 
not  ready  for  war,  did  not  think  it  well  to 
rush  into  the  cannon's  mouth.  Would 

not  the  inference  be,  inasmuch  as  be  was 
persevering  in  piling  up  his  armaments, 
that  when  he  had  his  preparations  com 
plete  he  would  rush  into  the  cannon's 
mouth  1  That  seems  to  me  a  con- 
clusion it  is  impossible  to  avoid.  It 
seems  to  me  also  unwise  to  have 
gone  in  for  a  policy  of  bluff  without 
well  considering  what  would  be  the 
result  supposing  it  failed.  Of  course  it  was 
on  the  caras  that  it  might  fail.  There  was 
a  fair  probability  of  peace  in  the  opinion 
of  manv  men  on  both  sides;  but  a  fair 
probability  does  not  exclude  the  possibility 
of  the  other  event.  With  the  knowledge 
that  these  armaments  had  been  preparing 
for  years  and  years,  since  long  before  the 
raid,  would  not  anyone  have  thought 
that  a  policy  of  bluff  would  be  unsafe, 
because,  as  the  probability  of  peace  might 
not  be  followed  by  peace,  you  would  be 
landed  in  war  without  being  prepared  for 
it,  as  in  point  of  fact  you  were  1  I  will 
trouble  your  Lordships  with  one  more 
quotation,  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  still 
greater  importance,  and  it  is  a  quotation 
from  a  speech  made  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  at  Manchester  on  the 
8th  of  January  last.  The  ^whole  speech 
is  one  of  very  great  interest,  but  I  am 
only  going  to  quote  the  pas8M;es  which 
appear  to  be  the  most  vital.  Mr.  Balfour 
said — 

"Perhaps  I  shall  be  asked  why  did  the 
Government,  knowing  tliat  annaments  were 
being  acciunnlated  in  the  Transvaal,  not  enter 
a  protest  two  years  ago,  and  declare  that 
either  the  armaments  should  cease  which 
couM  by  the  nature  of  the  case  be  directed 
against  nothing  but  this  country  and  her 
colonies,  or  el»e  that  we  tthould  regard  it  as  a 
caune  of  quarrel  between  us  and  the  Boer 
Government  ?  There  was  a  conclusive  reason, 
and  a  melancholy  rea-son,  why  tltat  ar|{amrat 
should  not  have  been  u»ed  to  the  Boer  Govern- 
ment. Our  hands  were  tied  and  our  inonttu 
were  clo<ied  at  that  time  by  the  raid.  How 
could  we  Bay  to  the  Boer  (.ioveroment, '  You 
munt  disarm,  you  have  nothing  to  fear  from 
us  ;  your  armaments,  if  }'oa  accumulate  thun, 
must  be  directed,  not  to  self-defence,  hot  to 
aggression?' — how,  I  say,  could  we  nse  that 
language  when  three  years  ago  an  expedition 
composed  of  our  countrj'men  bad  from  British 
temtorj-  made  an  onslaught — a  feeble  and  in- 
effective onHlaught,  it  is  true,  but  still  an  on- 
slaught-nm  the  Boer  (tovemment?  We  were 
helpless  in  face  of  tliat  argument.  That  argu- 
ment could  never  be  used  in  the  face  of  jmblic 
opinion  and  in  the  face  of  Europe,  for  it  was 
always  open  to  the  Boer  Government  to  say 
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that  thwe  amis  thai  were  accumulating,  these 
manition*  of  war  which  were  choking  their  | 
arKenals,  were  intended,  not  for  aggreseion,  but  I 
Minidy  OB  a  measure  of  precaution  and  of  eelf-  ' 
defence  against  a  second  raid  taking  place  ' 
from  our  territorj'.     Now  yon  will  see  the  ' 

r'int  that  I  am  leading  an  to.    The  argument  i 
wiah  to  meet  is  tbiti,  that  we  enterad  into  , 
thin  war  inanfficiently  prepared  on  the  spot  to  ' 
deal  with  the  miUterj'  Mtuation  we  had  to 
face  :  and  t  am  of  opinion,  looking  back  with 
all  the  impartiality  I  can,  that  the  steps  we 
took  were,  m  the  state  of  our  knowledge,  suffi- 
cient steps,  and  that  the  policy  we  pursued  is 
the  policy  which  all  impartial  judges  of  the 
situation  will  agree  to  be  one  which  ought  to  | 
have  commended  itself   to  the  responHible 
<toremmentof  the  countrj-.'' 

Now,  my  Lords,  I  cannot  see  that  there  : 
is  in  that  argument  any  sufficient  excuse 
for  the  course  pursued  by  the  Govern- . 
meat.  These  armaments  had  commenced, 
Mr.  Chamberlain  tells  us,  long  before  the  ' 
Jameson  raid.    It  was  perfectly  well  • 
known — it  must  have  been  known ;  it ; 
was  impossible  for  it  not  to  have  been 
known  —  that  these   armaments  were 
Accumulating  to  a  point  which  could  not  i 
possibly  be  required  for  the  purpose  of 
dealing  either  with  such  a  raid  as  the 
Jameson  raid   or  with  the   Uitlander  | 
population  in  the  Transvaal.    What,  in 
my  opinion,  the  Government  ought  to 
have  done  was  this.    When  they  knew 
that  these  armaments   were  growing  { 
beyond   anything   which    could    pos-  ^ 
sibly   be  necessary  to  repel  a  raid, 
or    to    restrain    the    TJitlanders,  the 
obvious  course  would  have  been  to  have  i 
communicated  with  the  Boer  Govern- 
ment.   But  let  me  say  that,  in  the  first 
place,  the  Government  ought   to  have 
punished  much  more  severely  the  authors  ; 
of  the  Raid.    I  know  it  may  be  said  that 
perhaps  we  on  this  side  share  some  of  the  ' 
blame ;  but  I  think  we  committed  a  ^ 
grieroos  mistake  in  not  inflicting  severer 
punishment  on  the  authors,  great  and 
small,  of  the  raid.    Nothing  but  that 
would  have  convinced  the  Boers  of  our 
good  intentions.    And,  having  done  that, ! 
the  Government  should  have  said  to  the  | 
Boers  :  "  We  willingly  and  fully  recognise  . 
your  perfect  right  and  the  necessity  you  ; 
are  under  to  arm  to  the  point  needed  for  \ 
preventing  any  such  raid  as  the  Jameson 
raid  and  of  keeping  order  in  your  own 
country.    But  we  know  that  you  are , 
accumulating  armaments  day  by  day  and 
they  are  growing  to  a  point  far  beyond 
what  you  can  require  for  those  purposes  ; 
and  it  is  our  duty  to  point  out  that  unless  ! 
you  desist  your  action  must  lead  to  our 


sending  large  forces  to  South  Africa, 
when  there  will  be  a  probability  of 
our  coming  into  collision.  We  do 
not  wish  to  ^opt  an  unfriendly  atti- 
tude towards  you,  but  if  you  persevere 
in  this  course  we  will  have  no  alternative." 
My  opinion  is  that  if  the  Boers  had 
persevered  after  that  warning  in  accumu- 
lating armaments  visibly  directed  against 
ourselves  it  would  have  been  a  just  and 
necessary  cause  for  war  then  and  there. 
The  whole  matter  was,  however,  allowed 
to  drift  until  the  Government  found 
themselves  in  such  a  situation  that  they 
were  not  prepared,  in  case  of  the  failure 
of  their  negotiations,  to  take  the  neces- 
sary measures  to  enforce  their  view. 
That  is  the  conclusion  I  draw  from  that 
portion  of  Mr.  Balfour's  speech.  I  will 
ask  you  to  refer  in  your  minds  to  things 
which  have  occurred  not  very  long  ago, 
and  affecting  Great  Powers.  Would  you 
have  ventured,  in  your  negotiations,  to 
take  up  the  attitude  you  took  up — and 
took  up  successfully— if  you  had  not 
known  that  you  were  prepared,  if 
diplomacy  failed,  to  back  it  up  ? 
But  there  is  something  much  more  wonder- 
ful than  that,  because  Mr.  Balfour  actually 
told  us  the  Government  knew  no  more 
than  the  man  in  the  street.  Now  1 
should  be  the  last  in  the  world  to  mies- 
tion  the  veracity  of  anything  the  Fii^t 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  said ;  yet  I  am 
free  to  confess  that  I  cannot  believe  the 
possibility  that  the  tJovernment  knew 
no  more  than  the  man  in  the  street.  I 
cannot  see  how  that  could  be.  There  is 
no  precedent  for  it  that  I  ever  heard  of. 
I  am  a  man  in  the  street,  knowing  in  a 
general  way  more  than  the  ordinary  man 
in  the  street,  but  I  never  suppose  for  a 
moment  that  I  possess  information  on  any 
particular  subject  which  the  Government 
have  to  deal  with,  beyond  perhaps 
domestic  matters,  at  all  equal  to  the  in- 
formation they  possess.  It  is  absolutely 
impossible  to  conceive  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  have  been  fully  and 
entire!}'  informed  of  what  was  going  on 
in  the  Transvaal.  We  had  an  agent 
there,  and  the  country  was  open  to  any 
one  to  go  to.  Why,  it  would  have  only 
required  a  very  moderate  amount  of 
activity  to  find  out^  -I  will  not  say  every 
detail,  but  generally  what  was  going  on. 
Gannon  and  large  quantities  of  ammuni- 
tion are  not  nrought  into  a  country 
without  its  being  generally  known. 
I    have    heard,    indeed,    that  some 
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of  the  cannon  were  made  in  this 
country ;  and  cannon  and  ammu- 
nition are  not  conveyed  by  railway  in 
such  a  manner  that  nobody  hears  of  it. 
Therefore,  I  cannot  bebeve  that  the 
Government  knew  no  more  than  the  man 
in  the  street.  They  must  have  known 
generally  what  was  going  on  in  the 
Transvaal.  I  have  seen  them  accused  of 
ignorance,  but  I  do  not  believe  that  is 
possible.  They  appear  also  to  have 
thought,  if  I  take  seriously  what  Mr. 


After  describing  at  length  what  might 
have  happened,  ne  said  : 

"If  this  ia  trae,  would  not  bucH  a  policy  bo 
insane?" 

In  my  opinion,  there  is  nothing  more 
insane  than  not  proposing  a  policy  which 
you  believe  to  be  a  true  one.  Mr. 
Balfour  went  on  to  say — 


"  Our  inatitutioQH,  our  free  iuMtitutioas,  Im^  e 
their  nieiitB  and  hare  their  demerittc,  and  their 
demerits  are  intimately  and  inseparably  bound 

Balfour  aays,  that  their  policy  ought  to  i  '^^'^'l 

1          -J  J  ■         i_  1      fu            "    ii.    '  that  no  liovemment  can  act  in  sreat  aflauH 

be  guided  ent  rely  by  the  man  in  the  ,  ;t  ha«  the  opinion  of  the  community 
street,  because  he  says — 

"  Sapposii^  we  )iad  come  to  Parliament  in 
the  middle  of  August  and  said  '  We  want  yon 
to  vote  us  immense  nnpplementary  estimates 
for  the  provision  of  immediate  transport  to 
South  Africa'  .  .  .  what  -Avould  have  l>een 
said  by  the  great  muss  of  ino<lerate  opinion, 
Iwtb  on  the  other  side  and  on  our  own  side  of 
the  House,  if  we  had  made  suoli  a  propoBition 
as  that?" 


opinion  ot  tlie  community' 
I  behind  it.  But  the  defect  of  that  xyHteni  ih- 
{  that,  when  the  opinion  of  the  community  la^ 
'  behind  tlie  neceasitieH  of  the  case,  there  may 
I  be  occasions  when  sufficient  rapidity  of  action 
is  denied  to  the  executive  Government." 


Stronger  statements  than  that  have 
been  made  in  irrespraisible  quarters,  where 
there  seems  to  be  a  conclusion  arrived  at 
that  the  institutions  of  the  country  are 
such  that  we  cannot,  as  in  the  past,  carry 
on  a  war.  I  deny  it.  I  say  our  institu- 
tions are  such  that  the  Government  has- 
the  power,  if  it  has  the  courage,  to  beget 
the  support  of  the  people.  They  may  ask 
for  supplies,  they  may  call  upon  the 
country  for  support,  they  may  take  any 
steps  they  think  right,  and  unless  the 
people  are  persuaded  that  the  Govern- 
^°  \  ment  ought  to  be  changed  the  institutions 
are  such  that  the  Government  will  receive 
the  confidence  of  the  natiffli.  I  must 
say  that  under  idl  the  circumstances  aS 
the  case — with  the  majority  in  Parlia- 
ment which  the  Government  iias,  and  with 
an  Opposition  which  is  not  powerfiU, 


That  seems  to  me  entirely  apart  from  the 
real  question.  The  question  which  every 
Grovemment  has  to  consider  when  grave 
affairs  are  st  stake  is  not  what  their  sup- 
porters, not  what  the  man  in  the  street, 
not  what  the  Opposition  may  say,  but 
what  in  their  mature  judgment  the 
safety  and  interest  of  the  country  re- 
quire. The  responsibility  is  laid 
them,  having  made  up  their  minds, 
to  make  a  proposal  to  Parliament 
and  the  country.  Whether  they 
accept  it  or  not,  the  Government  cannot 
justify  themselves  in  remaining  respon- 
sible for  affairs  of  a  grave  and  serious 

kind  if  they  have  made  up  their  minds  thoug^'^I  am  bound  to  defend  it— I  think 


that  a  certain  course  is  necessary  unless 
the  nation  is  prepared  to  back  them.  It 
is  their  duty  to  announce  their  policy  and 
press  it,  and  stand  or  fall  by  it ;  and  more 
than  that,  in  my  humble  judgment  that 
is  a  course  which  would  ensure  the  safety 
generally  of  the  Government,  because  the 
nf^tion  would  know  that,  if  the  men  to 
whom  it  has  confided  the  government  of 
the  country  come  forward  and  make  such 
a  statement  as>that,  there  are  most  grave 
reasons  behind  it.  Is  it  to  be  said  that 
the  country  has  come  tu  that  pass,  that 
the  Government  may  not  safely  appeal 
to  the  country  to  give  it  the  necessary 
support  1  That  is  not  the  view  that  is 
taken  here.  Mr.  Balfour  went  on  to  say 
something  even  more  grave.   He  said — 

"Our  institutions  are  snch  that  sach  a 
dotermined  policy  becomes  impossible." 

The  Earl  of  KimberUtf. 


the  Government  had  nothing  to  fear,  and 
that  the  institutions  of  the  country,  if 
worked  in  the  ordinary  manner,  are 
abundant  to  enable  them  to  take  any 
course  which  they  think  best.  I  deprecate 
in  the  stron^^est  manner  that  it  should  be 
hold  out  that,  if  the  Government  of  this 
country  has  determined  that  the  welfare 
of  the  country  requires  something  to  be 
done,  there  is  anything  to  hinder  them 
from  obtaining  all  the  support  necessary 
except  the  withdrawal  of  the  confidence 
of  the  coimtry.  Who  can  doubt  the  truth 
of  what  I  say  if  he  looks  round  and  sees 
the  universal  enthusiasm,  the  way  in 
which  men  who  altogether  disapprove  of 
the  war  are  ready — -evtsry  man  practically 
— to  give  support  to  the  Govetnment  of  the 
day  1  I  am  sorry  to  trouble  you  with  long 
extracts  and  sorry  to  attack  the  man  who 
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made  these  obHervations — a  man  for  whom 
I  have  the  highest  respect,  but  I  could  not 
pass  over  what  I  believe  to  be  a  destruc- 
tive and  dangerous  doctrine.  There  is 
one  point  I  should  like  to  add,  though  it 
is  going  back  a  little  on  what  I  have  said 
already.  It  was  said  that  you  could  not 
avoid  the  war  after  negotiations  had  been 
pushed  to  a  certain  point,  and  then  you 
say,  on  the  other  hand,  that  you  were  not 
prepared.  Why  was  it,  if  you  were  not 
prepared,  that  you  were  about  to  deliver 
an  ultimatum  yoarselves  ? 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
How  do  you  know  that  1 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEELEY:  No 
•doubt  the  Transvaal  ultimatum  made  war 
absolutely  unavoidable ;  but  let  us  see  the 
position  in  which  you  were  about  to  place 
yourselves.  You  must  have  known  that 
if  your  ultimatum  were  rejected — — 

The  il.vBQUEss  of  SALISBURY: 
\  do  not  admit  that  at  all. 

The  FLiKL  of  KIMBERLEY:  Of 
course,  if  an  ultimatum  was  not  going  to 
he  presented  my  argument,  to  a  certain 
extent,  falls  to  the  ground,  but  I  am  sure 
•of  this,  that  more  extensive  demands 
were  intended  to  be  made.  It  seems  to 
me  that  in  the  circumstances  in  which 
you  were  placed  it  was  the  height  of  im- 
prudence to  push  the  matter  still  further, 
knowing  that  in  all  probability  the  result 
might  1>e  that  the  Boers  would  anticipate 
vou,  and  your  colony  would  be  overrun. 
I  have  spoken  of  the  want  of  knowledge 
«n  certain  matters,  but  I  cannot  help 
mentioning  a  speech  made  by  a  gentleman, 
a  very  able  gentleman,  not  in  the  Cabinet 
and  not  now  connected  nith  the  War 
Office  — Mr.  Brodrick.  He  said  that  at 
all  events  the  heart  was  nght  if 
the  head  was  wrong.  I  have  no 
iloubt  the  heart  of  the  Cabinet  is  in 
the  right  place,  but  if  the  head  is  in  the 
wrong  place  it  ctmcedes  much  for  which 
we  have  .been  arguing.  Mr.  Brodrick 
also  said  fliat  the  Government  had  been 
deceived.  By  whom  were  they  deceived  1 
Did  their  Intelligence  Department  de- 
ceive them  \  Did  Mr.  Conyngham 
Green  deceive  them  ?  How  was  it  they 
icame  to  be  misled  %  I  am  well  aware 
there  is  something  much  more  important 
than  this,  and  that  is  the  conduct  of  the 
wjw.  Whilst  I  have  fdt  it  my  duty  to 
make  these  criticisms,  believing  as  I  do 
that  there  are  strong  grounds  for  finding 


fault  with  the  Government  on  certain 
matters — for  want  of  knowledge  appa- 
rently and  want  of  foresight — I  can 
assure  them  that,  far  from  wishing  to 
take  the  smallest  party  advantsge,  if  I 
were  capable  of  it,  I  desire  now  nothing 
so  much  as  to  support  the  Gorernment 
to  the  utmost  in  carrying  on  this  war, 
and  I  desire  that  their  efforts  should  be 
crowned  with  the  fullest  success. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
My  Lords,  I  must  commence  by  doing 
what  the  noble  Earl  did,  and  that  is  by 
thanking  my  two  noble  friends  behind  mc 
for  the  speeches  with  which  they  opened 
the  debate.  They  expressed,  in  eloquent 
language,  sentiments  which  I  am  con- 
vinced echo  the  feelings  of  the  coimtnr, 
and  much  that  they  have  said  will  be 
read  both  with  pleasure  and  with  advan- 
tage not  only  in  this  country,  but  in 
distant  parts  of  the  M'orld.  I  have  next 
to  say  that  the  noble  Earl  impressed  me 
with  a  feeling  which  he  occasionally  does 
impress  me  with— a  despair  of  knowing 
what  on  earth  I  have  got  to  say,  because  he 
began  his  speech,  as  he  always  does  b^n 
his  speeches,  with  a  series  of  unimpeach- 
able propositions,  to  which  I  can  only  re- 
ply "  Amen."  In  the  early  part  of  his 
speech,  expressed  ^vith  great  force  and 
vigour,  he  said  many  things  for  which  I 
heartily  thank  him.  I  will  not  go  further 
into  that,  because  it  is  an  unfortunate 
fact  of  human  nature  that  controversy  is 
always  much  less  dull  than  agreement  in 
sentiment.  But  I  will  deal  with  the  latter 
part  of  his  speech,  in  which  ho  went  upoti 
the  question  how  far  we  were  to  blame  for 
the  condition  in  which  the  ultimatum  nf 
the  South  African  Republic  found 
us.  I  do  not  think  the  noble  Earl 
went  back  quite  far  enough.  I 
think  he  must  accompany  me  Iwxck 
to  the  lengthy  negotiations  of  1 
and  1  H8-t,  and  he  must  note  that 
in  the  stipulations  of  the  Conventions 
of  those  years  there  was  not  one  word  to 
limit,  to  suspect,  or  to  hinder  the  unre- 
stricted importation  of  any  amount  i)f 
munitions  of  war  that  the  South  African 
Republic  might  desire.  The  port  of 
Lorenzo  Marques,  in '  the  hands  of  a 
foreign  Power,  was  open  to  them,  the 
railway  came  inunediately  upon  their 
country,  and  there  was  nothing  in  the 
treaty  to  prevent  them  using  that  inlet 
for  the  utmost  armaments  they  might 
think  it  desirable  to  possess.    It  is  ]M;r- 
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fectly  trae  that  they  were  not  permitted 
by  the  treaty  of  1881  to  make  agreements 
with  foreign  Powers  without  our  conaent, 
and  therefore,  if  matters  had  stood  in  that 
position  they  would  not  have  been  in  a 
condition  to  make  the  agreement  which 
they  did  make  with  Portugal — that  all 
munitions  of  war  should  freely  enter  into 
the  country.  But  this  difficulty  has 
struck  me.  I  looked  to  the  records 
and  found,  to  my  extreme  surprise, 
that  permission  to  make  this  pernicious 
eng^igement  which  has  been  the  cause  of 
all  our  sorrows  was  conceded  without  a 
word  by  a  Government  of  which  the 
noble  E^rl  was  a  member.  That  course 
was  a  very  serious  handicap.  The  noble 
Lord  tells  us  that  we  ought  to  have 
known  what  arms  and  munitions  were 
being  introduced.  I  cannot  follow  him 
throughout  all  his  debate,  for  he  adopted 
a  practice  which  is  a  little  inconvenient 
— namely,  that  of  attacking  in  this  House 
not  the  Members  of  it  who  are  present, 
but  Members  of  the  other  House.  The 
noblo  Earl  quoted  extracts  from  speeches 
by  Mr.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  Balfour,  and 
Mr.  firodrick,  and  he  has  thought  it  his 
business  to  attack  those  speecEes.  If  I 
had  known  beforehand  that  the  noble 
Earl  was  going  to  do  this  I  would 
have  had  those  speeches  bound  and 
placed  on  the  table  before  me,  but  it  is 
impossible  for  mo  to  charge  my  memory 
with  what  those  gentlemen  exactly  said, 
and  I  will  not  undertake  to  defend  them. 
I  have  no  doubt  they  are  perfectly  com- 
petent to  defend  themselves.  But  when 
the  noble  Earl  says  that  we  must  have 
known,  that  it  was  impossible  we  should 
not  have  known — he  got  into  a  fervour 
of  enthusiasm  over  the  certainty  of  the 
knowledge  that  we  must  have  possessed 
— about  the  artillery  and  munitions  of 
war  that  the  Itepublics  were  introducing 
— I  ask,  How  on  earth  were  we  to  know- 
it  1  I  believe,  as  a  matter  of  fact — 
though  I  do  not  give  this  as  official^that 
the  guns  were  generally  introduced  in 
boilers  and  locomotives,  and  the  munitions 
of  war  were  introduced  in  pianos.  It 
was  not  our  territory,  we  had  no  power 
of  search,  we  had  no  power  of  knowing 
what  munitions  of  war  were  sent  in,  and 
we  certainly  had  no  power  of  supervising 
their  importation  into  the  Kepublics. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  Do 
you  know  nothing  of  the  armaments  of 
other  nations  1 

The  Margmss  ^  SaiuAmy, 


The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
Not  so  much  as  we  oi^bt  to.  It  is  a. 
very  remarkable  peculiarity  of  public 
opinio  n  in  this  country  that  people 
always  desire  to  eat  their  cake  and  have 
it.  They  rejoice  very  much  in  the 
spiritual  complacency  which  is  afforded 
them  by  the  reflection  that  they  have  & 
very  small  Secret  Service  Fund.  Infor- 
mation, however,  is  a  mere  matter  of 
money  and  nothing  else.  If  you  want 
much  information,  you  must  give  much 
money;  if  you  give  little  money,  you  will 
have  little  information.  And,  conaider- 
ing  the  enormous  sums  which  are  spent 
by  other  Powers,  not  least  by  the  Trans- 
vaal Republic,  which  I  was  told  on  high 
diplomatic  authority  has  spent  £800,000 
in  one  year  in  secret  service,  and  com- 
paring these  with  the  ridiculously  small 
sums  that  have  for  a  great  number  of 
years  been  habitually  spent  by  English 
Governments,  it  is  impossible  to  have 
the  omniscience  which  the  noble  Earl 
seems  to  regard  as  the  necessary  attri- 
bute of  Her  Majesty's  Government.  He 
has  quoted  the  speeches  of  Mr.  Cham- 
berlain and  Mr.  ^Ifour  to  show  that  we 
now  know  that  the  Boer  Republics  were 
accumulating  during  a  long  series  of 
years  the  tremendous  armaments  from 
which  we  are  sutfering  now.  We  know 
it  now ;  we  have  the  best  reason  in  the 
world  for  knowing  it.  But  that  we  knew 
it  te  the  extent  to  which  it  existed  in 
June  last  I,  at  all  events  speaking  for 
myself,  most  entirely  deny.  The  im- 
portant thing  is  not  whether  we  knew  it 
or  not,  but  whether  we  knew  it  in  a 
I  form  of  evidence  upon  which  we  could  go 
I  to  Parliament.  I  daresay  many  of  us, 
I  considering  the  nature  of  the  Boers  and 
the  past  history  and  character  of  Mr. 
;  Kruger,  may  have  thought  it  was  very 
;  likely  that  they  were  making  enormous 
preparations,  and  that  war  at  no  distant 
period  was  possible.  But  what  we  had  to 
do  was  to  take  to  the  House  of  Commons 
some  proof  that  our  surmises  were 
real.  It  was  no  use  our  saying  we 
suspect  this  or  we  suspect  that ;  the 
House  of  Commons  would  not  have  voted 
two  or  three  millions  of  extra  expenditure 
a  year  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier  of 
Natal  if  we  could  have  shown  them 
nothing  more  real  than  empty  surmises. 
In  my  judgment  the  original  fault  lay  in 
the  treaties  of  1881  and  1884,  by  which 
this  bitterly  hostile  population  was 
installed  in  the  midst  of  you,  with  every 
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facility  for  the  introduction   of  all  the 
arms  they  pleased.     This  was  done  with- 
out any  precautions  to  prevent  it  or 
to  supervise  it,  and  it  created  a  situation 
of  great  and  continuing  danger.  No 
doubt  President  Kruger,  who  is  a  shrewd 
nian,  succeeded  in  accumulating  groat 
armaments  without,  until  very  recently, 
any  suspicion  of  their  enormous  size 
having  reached  those  who  were  concerned. 
But  the  noble  Lord  seems  to  think  that 
that  is  an  elementary  matter  which  we 
were  bound  to  know.     You  cannot  see 
through  a  deal  board.  We  had  no  means  of 
knowing  the  extent  of  the  preparations, 
although  everybody  knew  they  existed  to 
a  certain  eirtent.   Then  the  noble  Lord 
will  say — ^You  are  arguing,  therefore, 
that  the  reverses  and  difficulties  under 
which  we  are  at  present  suffering  were 
ineWtable.    I  am  not  at  all  prepared  to 
say  they  were  inevitable.    That  is  a 
matter  on  which  we  shall  decide  later, 
when  we  have  hadanopportunityof  hearing 
alt  the  circumstances  of  the  case.    I  am  . 
not  at  all  prepared  to  say  that  it  was  not 
within  the  region  of  possibility  and  human  ; 
strategy  to  have  deferred  the  more  acute 
phases  of  the  conflict  until  the  necessary  ^ 
reinforcements  had  been  sent  out.    I  do  | 
not  say  it  was  so,  and  I  do  not  say  it  was 
not  so.    I  will  not  give  any  opinion  on  ] 
the  subject  until  we  have  been  enabled  to  ' 
make  inquiry.    But  I  heartily  concur  in 
the  view  of  the  noble  Lord  that  it  is  not  ' 
for  us  now  to  express  any  criticism  on 
the  military  operations,  because  we  can- ' 
not  hear  the  opinion  of  those  who  are  i 
justly   entitled   to   be    heard    on  the 
point.    I  entirely  deny  that  the  authors 
of  the  most  lamentable  treaties  of  1881  ' 
and  1884  have  a  right  to  reproach  us  \ 
because  President  Kruger  was  enabled  to  ^ 
introduce  an  enormous  amount  of  arma- 
ment without  our  knowledge — or  without 
our  knowledge  until  the  matter  had 
assumed  a  veiy  serious  character.  My 
Ijords,  I  confess  this  seems  to  me  to  be 
to  a  certain  extent  an  unprofitable  dis- 
cussion, because  it  is  almost  impossible  ' 
to  take  any  step  in  the  argument  without  | 
seeming  to  call  in  question  the  actions  of  ' 
some  man  or  set  of  men  who  ought  not ' 
to  be  judged  until  they  have  been  heard,  [ 
and  until  a  full  examination  has  been , 
made  into  their  case.    Therefore,  I  have  i 
very  unwillingly  entered  into  this  point. 
1  only  wish  to  repeat  that  I  cast  the 
responsibility  for  the  introduction  of 
these  vast  armaments  on  the  persons 


who  si^ed  the  treaties  of  1881  and 
1884.  For  the  rest,  my  Lords,  I  am  glad 
that  the  noble  E^l  did  not  propose,  as- 
I  understood  it  was  likely  he  would,  an 
immediate  inquiry  into  the  action  of 
either  the  military  authorities  at  home  or- 
the  generids  in  the  field.  Such  an 
inquiry  would  be  in  no  sense  complete. 
We  do  not  deprecate  it,  we  do  not  shrink 
from  it,  but  we  should  gravely  disap- 
prove of  an  inquiry  held  before  those 
who  could  give  us  most  valuable  informa- 
tion were  in  a  position  to  appear  before 
us.  Therefore,  I  think  that,  though  an 
inquiry  would  be  quite  wise,  it  would  be 
better  deferred  to  a  more  propitious 
period.  I  cannot  entirely  coincide  with 
the  constitutional  fervour  which  the 
noble  Earl  displayed  in  the  latter  part  of 
his  speech.  I  do  not  believe  in  the  per- 
fection of  the  British  Constitution  as  an 
instrument  of  war.  As  an  instrument  of 
peace  it  has  not  yet  met  its  match,  but 
for  purposes  of  war  there  is  more  to  be 
said.  If  you  look  back  over  the  present, 
centiu'y  you  will  see  there  have  been  four 
occasions  on  which  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  engaged  in  war.  On  each 
occasion  the  opening  of  these  wars- 
Mras  not  prosperous,  and  on  each 
occasion  the  Government  of  the  day  and 
the  officers  in  command  were  assailed  with 
the  utmost  virulence  of  popular  abuse. 
These  were  the  Walcheren  expedition, 
the  Peninsular  War,  the  Crimean  M'ar, 
and  now  the  South  African  War.  In  all 
those  cases  at  first — in  the  case  of  Wal- 
cheren not  only  at  first— there  were 
lamentable  losses.  In  alt  those  cases  there 
was  the  fiercest  denunciation  of  the 
Government  of  the  day  and  of  the 
generals  who  liad  charge  of  the  operations.. 
Did  I  hear  the  noble  Earl  deny  that  ? 

The  Earl  of  KI.MBERLEY  :  No,  I 
said  there  was  a  great  deal  of  truth  in  it. 

The  MARQUES.S  of  SALLSBURY; 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  noble  Earl 
has  read  the  life  of  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton, recently  published,  written  by  Sir 
Herbert  Maxwell — a  most  admirable  book. 

The  E^rl  op  KIMBERLEY:  Yes. 

The  Marque-ss  of  SALISBUKY  : 
Then  the  noble  Earl  will  have  noticed 
that  even  so  dignified,  sedate,  sober,  and 
far«eeing  a  txxly  as  the  CommoQ  Council 
of  the  City  of  London  denounced  the 
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rashness  and  inexperience  of  the  Duke  of 
^V''ellington,  and  exhorted  the  Govemiuent 
to  recall  him.    In  the  case  of  'NValcheren 
■the  miscarriage  was  too  great  to  allow  for 
■any  mistake  uiat  was  xoMe,  and  nobody  in- 
teneredon  behalf  of  Lord  Chatham  and  Sir 
Kichard  Strachan.    In  the  Crimean  war, 
ji8  the  noble  earl  will  himself  remember, 
a  fierce  attack  was  made  on  the  unfor- 
tunate Duke  of  Newcastle,  who  was  a  very 
able  and  conscientious  man,  and  not  in 
the  least  degree  guilty  of  the  things  laid 
to  his  charge,  but  the  fury  of  popular 
indignation  was  so  great  that  he  made 
way  before  it.    I  think  he  made  a  great 
mistake  in  doing  so,  liecause  l)efore  a 
«ouple  of  years  ^d  passed  away  a  com- 
plete reaction  set  in.   Bnt  the  moral  I 
wish  to  draw  from  this  uniformity  of 
■experience  is  that  it  is  not  the  extra- 
ordinary folly  or  feebleness  of  particular 
Ministers  or  generals  with  which  you 
have  to  deal,  which  is  the  sole  cause  of 
your  reverses.    There  must  be  something 
else.    We  cannot  have  been  so  unlucky 
AS  to  have  fought  four  times  and  to  have 
lighted  upon  the  most  incompetent  and 
worthless  Ministers  that  the  world  has 
ever  produced.  It  is  evident  there  is  some- 
thing in  your  machinery  that  is  wrongs 
and  that  leads  me  to  accept  with  a  very 
doubting  mind  theglowing  eulogism  which 
the  noble  Earl  passed  upon  toe  fighting 
qualities  of  the  British  Constitution.  I 
iim  inclined  to  doubt  these  qualities,  and 
I  will  recommend  to  the  meditation  of 
the  noble  Lord  these  considerations.  The 
art  of  war  has  been  studied  on  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe  with  a  thoroughness 
■and  self-devotion  that  no  other  science 
has  commanded,  and  at  the  end  we  find 
onrselves  surrounded  by  five  great  mili- 
tary Powers,  and  yet  on  matters  of  vital 
importance  we  pursue  a  policy  wholly 
+lifferent  from  those  military  Powers. 
Do  not  understand  for  a  moment  that  I 
am  guilty  of  such  profanity  as  to  blame 
the  British  Constitution.    I  am  not.  I 
am  pointing  out  that  in  this  matter  we 
enjoy  splendid  isolation.    Of  course,  first 
.and  foremost  btands  conscription,  and  no 
one  imagines,  even  among  the  youngest 
of   us,    that  he    will    ever    live  to 
see  conscription  adopted  in  this  coimtry. 
Then   comes  the  employment  as  ex- 
perts of  persons  sitting  in  Parliament 
exercising  power  over  the  military  ad- 
ministration, who   are   named   by  the 
Government,  but  who  have  not  to  obtain 
the  approval  of  the  electors  and  the  con- 
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stituencies.  It  is  an  important  and  ver^* 
difficult  question.  Then  there  is  the  hig 
question  of  promotion  by  seniority,  a 
delicate  subject;  but  I  doubt  if  you  will 
find  that  promotion  by  seniority  prevails 
in  any  of  the  great  armies  of  Europe  to 
the  extent  it  prevails  here.  Then  there 
is  that  matter  of  secret  service  to  which 
I  have  already  referred.  There  is  no 
other  country  which  is  content  to  pro- 
tect itself  with  so  slight  a  supply  of  funds 
as  our  own ;  and  last  of  all  I  feel  I  am 
laying  my  hand  on  the  sacred  feature 
of  the  Constitution  when  I  say  there  is 
the  Treasury.  At  the  present  time  I 
feel  assured  that  the  powers  of  the 
Treasury  have  been  admininistered  with 
the  greatest  judgment,  and  the  greatest 
consideration,  and  do  not  imagine 
for  a  moment  that  I  support  the 
idiotic  attacks  which  have  been  made  on 
the  present  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer. 
He  is  a  Minister  who  has  filled  the  office 
with  the  greatest  consideration  to  the 
powers  of  the  Treasury ;  but  I  say  that 
the  exercise  of  its  powers  in  governing 
every  department  of  the  Government  is 
not  fcff  the  public  benefit.  The  Treasury 
has  obtained  a  position  in  regard  to  the 
rest  of  the  departments  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  the  House  of  Commons  ob- 
tained in  the  time  of  the  Stuart  dynasty. 
It  has  the  power  of  the  purse,  and  by 
exercising  the  power  of  the  purse  it 
claims  a  voice  in  all  decisions  of  adminis- 
trative authority  and  policy.  I  think 
that  much  delay  and  many  doubtful 
resolutions  have  t>een  the  result  of  the 
peculiar  position  which,  through  many 
generations,  the  Treasury  has  occupied. 
Do  not  imagine  for  a  moment  that  I  say 
it  is  in  any  way  due  to  those  with  whom 
I  have  had  the  honour  of  sitting  in  the 
Cabinet  Now  I  notice  these  thii^ 
because  I  was  stimulated  to  it  by  the 
enthusiasm — what  I  call  the  1C88  enthu- 
siasm— which  has  aTumated  the  mind 
of  the  noble  Lord.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  British  Constitution  as 
at  present  worked  is  a  good  fight- 
ing machine.  I  have  stated  that 
it  is  unequalled  for  producing  happiness, 
prosperity,  and  liberty  in  time  of  peace ; 
bnt  now,  in  time  of  war^  when  great 
Powers  with  enormous  forces  are  looking 
at  us  with  no  gentle  or  kindly  eye  on 
every  side,  it  Ijecomes  us  to  think 
whether  we  must  not  in  some  degi'e*' 
modify  our  arrangements  in  order  ti» 
enable  ourselves  to  meet  the  dangers  that 
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at  axi^  moment  may  arise.  I  have  only 
been  induced  to  make  these  remarks  by 
what  has  fallen  from  the  noble  £arl,  but  I 
confess — and  it  is  a  humiliating  confession 
— that  both  he  and  I  have  t>eea  wasting 
&  good  deal  of  time  of  the  House  tbis 
«vening.  I  do  not  think  that  this  looking 
back  on  past  history,  this  examination  of 
the  particular  blame  that  may  attach  to 
this  or  that  Minister,  or  the  particular 
force  that  we  may  lend  to  the  speech  of 
■any  Minister — I  do  noc  think  that  these 
Ajoite  come  up  to  the  dignity  of  the 
present  crisis.  We  have  something  more 
to  do  than  to  examine  into  the  past 
action  of  Ministers  or  the  present  reputa- 
tion they  bear.  If  you  are  able  to 
come  fonvard  and  say,  "  We  have  a 
better  set  of  Ministers  to  propose  to  the 
Crown,"  and  if  you  can  persuade  the 
House  of  Ck>mmotts  to  that  opinion,  of 
-course,  you  are  doing  your  duty  ;  but  if 
vou  are  not  able  to  do  this,  I  do  not  think 
there  is  much  use  in  discussing  it  in  such 
a  crisis  as  this.  We  must  all  join 
together  to  exercise  all  the  powers  we 
can  give  in  order  to  extricate  ourselves 
from  a  situation  that  is  full  of  humilia- 
tion, and  not  free  from  danger.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  danger  may  not  be  easily 
exaggerated.  Many  a  country  has  begun 
a  great  war  with  difficulties  of  the  kind. 
"W  e  have  only  to  look  at  what  the 
Northern  States  of  America  went  through 
at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  to  see 
how  easy  it  would  be  to  draw  a  mistaken 
inference  from  the  reverses  with  which 
we  have  been  met  at  the  opening  of  this 
war.  We  have  every  gi'ound  to  think  that 
if  we  set  ourselves  heartily  to  work,  and 
exert  all  the  undoubted  instruments  of 
power  we  possess,  we  shall  brin^  this  war  to 
a  satisfactory  conclusion.  I  think  we  must 
defer  the  pleasing  task  of  ijuarrelling 
among  ourselves  until  that  result  has  been 
obtained.  We  have  a  work  that  now 
appeals  to  us  as  subjects  of  the  Queen — 
as  Englishmen ;  and  it  must  throw  into 
.shadow  the  ancient  claim,  the  well- 
known  and  acknowledged  claim,  which 
party  expediency  has  upon  the  action  of 
all  our  statesmen.  The  noble  lord  has 
spoken  of  what  men  have  eaid  in  the 
other  House.  I  confess  I  saw  with  some 
regret  that  a  noble  lord  of  great  position 
is  about  to  bring  this  great  issue  into  a 
party  conflict.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted. 
The  only  place  where  he  will  create 
sympathy,  where  he  will  arouse  en- 
thusiasm, is  at  Pretoria.     Our  object 
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must  be  to  retrieve  ourselves  as 
rapidly  as  possible  from  the  situa- 
tion into  which  we  have  got.  We  are 
in  this  position.  It  is  worse  than  many 
we  have  gone  through  before,  for  we  are 
repelling  men  who  have  invaded  our 
territory,  and  the  reverse.s  we  have 
suffered  are  in  consequence  of  our  inability 
to  drive  them  back.  That  is  a  position 
which  cannot  last.  Remember  that  this 
Empire  which  we  sustain  is  a  valuable, 
splendid,  but  also  a  very  responsible 
possession  to  support.  If  anything 
happens  to  tear  asunder  the  great  conti- 
nental countries,  by  the  mere  foree  of  their 
geographical  juxtaposition,  they  must 
come  together  again,  and  the  evil  will  bo 
repaired.  There  is  not  in  our  Empire 
any  coercing  or  retaining  force  which  will 
answer  the  same  end  ;  and  unless  we  can 
sink  all  lesser  issues,  unless  we  take  all 
smaller  passions  into  the  one  great  duty 
of  sustaining  our  country  in  this  crisis, 
we  shall  run  the  danger  of  convulsions 
which  ^vill  certainly  tarnish  its  lustre,  and 
perhaps  menace  its  integrity. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  My 
Lords,  I  can  say,  with  the  utmost  truth, 
what  many  say  by  way  of  rhetorical 
figure,  that  when  I  entered  this  House  I 
I  had  no  more  idea  of  addressing  your 
,  Lordships  than  the  clock  I  see  in  the 
1  gallery.     But  I  confess  that  the  speech 
which  we  have  just  heard  moves  me 
!  against  myself   to   make   one   or  two 
,  remarks   which   are    pertinent   to  the 
'  extreme  gravity  of  the  situation  in  which 
we  stand.     May  I,  in  the  first  place,  say 
what  has  not  been  said  before — how  truly 
and  deeply  I  am  sure  I  voice  the  sym- 
pathy of  this  House  for  once  with  the 
noble  Marquess  in  the  terrible  berca^'e- 
ment  which  has  robbed  him  since  we  last 
met  of  the  noble  and  gifted  lady  who 
shared  the  triumphs  of  his  career.  But 
when  I  pass  from  that  reflection  to  the 
speech  we  have  just  heard,  I  ask  myself. 
Why  is  it  that  the  Prime  Minister  of  this 
country  makes  it  so  hard  for  "  the  man 
in  the  street " — to  which  august  category  I 
belong  with    others— to    support'  his 
Government  1    He  said  just  now  that 
the  speech  of  the  noble  Earl  behind  me 
was  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of  the 
occasion. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY: 
I  am  afraid  that  the  noble  Loi-d  has  mis- 
understood me  if  he  understood  me  to 


B 


Digitized  by 


Google 


35 


Address  in  Anmoer  to 


{LORDS} 


3& 


say  that  the  manner  of  the  noble  Earl  was 
in  any  way  unworthy.  I  meant  to  say 
that  both  of  us  in  examining  the  past 
conduct  of  the  Govenunent  had  been 
dealing  with  a  matter  which  was  not  the 
most  pressing  at  the  present  moment. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  The  past 
conduct  of  the  Government  is  a  matter 
which  some  day  will  come  up  for  investi- 
gation and  for  inquisition,  and  they  will 
have  to  meet  an  indictment  not  without 
force  or  without  gravity.    But  I  hope  in 
my  heart  and  conscience  that  the  investi- 
gation may  not  take  place  till  such  a  time 
as  the  Government  and  all  those  who  are 
serving  the  Queen  at  this  moment  may  be 
covert  with  such  a  blaze  of  triumph  and 
of  glory  that  the  eye  of  investigation  may 
be    somewhat   dazzled    and  dimmed. 
When  I  think  of  where  we  stand  I  am 
appalled  by  the  nature  and  the  style,  the 
manner  and  the  matter,  of  the  speech  of 
the  Prime   Minister  of  Great  Britain 
addressing  this  ancient  and  hereditary 
House.     How  do  we  stand   at  this 
moment  1    We  have   1 20,000  men  in 
South  Africa,  and  we  at  this  moment 
hare  not  been  able  to  advance  into  the 
enemy's  territory  at  all.   Indeed,  we  have 
difficulty  in  holding  our  own.  The 
attitude  of  foreign  nations  is  described  by 
the  usual  language  of  courtesy  as  friendly, 
but  that  language  is  considerably  miti- 
gated by  the  observation  of  the  noble 
Slarquess  himself.    It  does  not  strike  me 
as  being  as  amicable  as  the  word  used 
would  imply,  and  as  it  is  stated  to  be  in 
the  Speech  from  the  Throne.    Here  I 
must  differ  for  one  moment  from  the 
noble  Earl  behind  me.    He  thinks  it  a 
mistake   that   our  newspapers  should 
reproduce  so  accurately  the  language  of 
the  foreign  press  when  it  is  hostile  to 
ourselves.    He  said — I  think  he  made  a  ' 
slip  there— that  we  reproduce  all  the  | 
hostile  language  of  the  foreign  press  which 
is  addressed  to  ourselves.    Our  press  can  ■ 
undertake  no  such  gigantic  task  as  that  of  j 
reproducing  all  the  hostile  language  of 
the  foreign  press.    It  is  not  a  fiftieth  or  a  ' 
hundredui  part  of  that  hostile  language  [ 
which  wo  are  iprivileged  to  read  in  our  , 
own  papers.    But  I  welcome  the  enter- 
prise of  our  journalists  in  reproducing  ' 
some  of  it,  because  otherwise  we  should  > 
be  living  in  a  fool's  paradise — an  insular  j 
paradise— believing  that  the  nations  who 
have  long  been  envious  of  our  prosperity  I 
and  have  recently  been  alienated  by  the  j 
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language  of  our  diplomacy-  are  b5*  no- 
means  unfriendly  to  us.  We  stand  in  a 
parlous  position.  We  have  had  explana- 
tions as  to  what  is  the  present  poeitton  in 
the  view  ot  the  Crovemment ;  and  I  con- 
fess I  think  that  my  noble  friend  was  fully 
justified  in  touching  on  those  explana- 
tions, which  are  the  only  authoritative 
ones  that  we  have  had.  The  noble- 
Marquess  brushed  them  contemptuouslj- 
aside.  He  said,  as  he  has  often  said  on 
similar  occasions,  that  it  is  not  fair  in 
this  House  to  criticise  speeches  delivered  by 
those  who  do  not  belong  to  this  House. 
That  is  a  hard  saying ;  and  he  did  not 
soften  it,  I  may  mention,  by  adding,  as. 
his  own  ^iew  of  the  British  Constitntioik 
—on  which  he  dilated  at  great  length  and 
with  startling  novelty  and  originality — 
that  it  was  wrong  to  criticise  a  Govern- 
ment if  you  were  not  able  to  turn  it  out. 
That  is  a  contention  which  would  reduce 
the  sacred  but  limited  band  behind  me  to- 
silence  and  exile  for  the  rest  of  their  lives. 
But  if  my  noble  friend  was  not  to  critici.sc- 
the  speeches  of  Mr.  Balfour  and  Mr. 
Chamberlain,  or  of  any  one  who  is  not 
privileged  by  creation  or  succession  to  a 
seat  in  this  House,  whom  was  he  to 
criticise  1  I  scan  the  opposite  bench,  and 
I  cannot  see  any  one,  except  my  noble 
friend  who  is  President  of  the  Council 
and  who  is  also  the  President  of  the 
Defence  Committee,  which  has  been  such 
a  bulwark  for  our  country — excepting 
the  noble  Duke,  M'ho  made  a  speech 
at  the  Imperial  Institute  on  education^ 
a  speech  which  would  not  therefore 
have  been  pertinent  to  any  part  of  the 
argument  of  my  noble  friend,  I  cannot 
see  any  Minister  who  has  broken  silenoe 
since  the  month  of  November.  We  stand,, 
therefore,  in  a  strange  position.  The 
noble  Marquess  brushes  aside  all  critidsm 
of  the  only  Ministerial  utterances  which 
we  have  had  to  clear  up  the  position.  He 
says  that  if  he  had  had  the  slightest  idea 
that  those  speeches  would  have  been 
called  in  question  in  this  House  he  would 
have  had  them  tx>und  and  placed  on  the 
Table  before  him  for  comment.  Did  ever 
any  one  hear  such  a  defence  of  two  of  the 
most  important  members  of  the  Cabinet 
delivered  by  the  Prime  Minister  at  such 
a  crisis  of  his  country's  history  T  There 
is,  at  any  rate,  one  question  which  we  are 
anxious  to  have  answer  to.  That  ques- 
tion was  pressed  home  and  was  not  met. 
We  have  a  right  to  know,  and  though  we 
cannot  enforce  it  by  any  vote — if  th» 
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men  in  the  street  of  whom  we  hear  so 
much  had  seats  in  this  House  it  would  be 
carried  by  an  overwhelming  majority — 
we  have  a  right  to  know  from  the  noble 
Marquess,  or  whoever  may  succeed  him 
in  the  debate,  whether  there  was  adequate 
information  given  to  the  Government 
before  the  crisis  in  the  Transvaal  appeared; 
or  whether  even  there  was  sufficient  infor- 
mation to  guide  thorn  in  their  diplomacy 
and  negotiations.  That  is  the  point  which 
the  nation  will  insist  upon  knowing, 
whether  in  this  House  or  the  other.  If 
you  had  not  sufficient  information,  dis- 
miss your  Intelligence  Department,  dis- 
miss MX.  Conyngham  Greene  and  your 
Consular  Agents  wherever  they  exist  and 
had  touch  with  this  matter,  at  Lorenzo 
Marques  and  elsewhere.  If  you  did 
know  of  it  you  have  a  heavy  reaponsi- 
Itility  to  heax.  The  noble  Marquess  says, 
"  How  can  we  see  through  a  deal  board  ? " 
I  suppose  he  meant  by  that  to  allude 
to  pianoforte  cases  in  which,  with 
more  knowl^ge  than  he  gave  himself 
credit  for,  he  miofficially  states  that  the 
ammunition  was  taken  into  Pretoria. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY :  I 
am  only  told  so. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY  :  The  noble 
MutjuesB  only  states  it  unofficially.  He 
says  that  he  cannot  see  through  a  deal 
plank,  and  that  therefore  he  has  no 
means  of  knowing  what  was  smuggled 
into  Pretoria.  I  should  be  glad  ofany 
officii  statement  to  balance  .the  unofficial 
statement  of  the  noble  Marquess.  Then 
he  proceeded  M'ith  a  statement  which 
struck  me  as  more  startling  still.  He 
said,  "  Give  us  more  secret  sernce 
money  and  we  will  receive  and,  in 
our  tuni,  give  you  more  information." 
My  Lords,  the  Qoremment  is  in  posses- 
sion of  a  very  commanding  majority  in 
this  House — I  reckon  it  at  95  per  cent. — 
it  may  l)e  more  or  it  may  be  less.  They 
have  in  the  House  of  Commons  a  majority 
which  it  is  impossible  to  compute,  but 
which  I  should  say  would  roughly  bo 
represented  by  three-quarters  of  the 
House,  or,  if  that  is  an  exaggerated  esti- 
mate, by  two-thirds  of  tbeHouse.  If 
they  have  the  responsibility  of  Govern- 
ment they  are  bound  to  ask  for  such  funds, 
whether  for  secrdt  ser\ice  or  any  other, 
as  they  may  think  necessary  for  the 
safety  of  the  Empire.  They  cannot 
devolve  that   responsibility  upon  your 


Lordships  by  speaking  of  the  workin;^  of 
the  British  Constitution.  I  ask  you 
to  analyse  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Marquess  which  is  still  ringing  in 
your  ears.  It  is  the  speech  of  a 
Minister  explaining  a  disastrous  posi- 
tion to  Parliament;  and  he  practically 
-has  only  given  two  explanations  of  that 
situation.  They  are,  first,  that  the 
Government  have  not  enough  secret  ser- 
vice money  to  obtain  information ;  and, 
secondly,  the  mysterious  working  of  the 
British  Constitution.  I  suppose  there  are 
foreign  representatives  in  the  gallery 
listening  to  this  debate  ;  and  I  suppose 
that  the  speech  of  the  Prime  Minister 
will  be  ilifched  all  over  Europe  to-night 
to  tell  Europe  what  the  Prime  Minister 
has  to  say  in  this  crisis.  And  Europe, 
which  is  watching  with  a  keen  and  not  a 
benevolent  interest  the  proceedinvg 
our  armies  in  South  Africa,  will  learn 
that  the  causes  of  our  disasters  are — one 
avoidable,  and  the  other  inevitable.  The 
avoidable  cause  is  the  inadequate  amount 
of  the  secret  service  vote,  and  the  in- 
evitable one  is  the  secular  working  of  the 
British  Constitution.  I  pass  from  that 
question  to  ask  another  which  is  of  much 
more  interest  for  me.  We  do  not  care  to 
know  at  this  moment  how  it  is  that  the  war 
began  and  fountl  us  unprepared  and  has 
left  us  in  a  position  almost  of  humiliation 
ever  since.  But  what  we  have  a  right  to 
know  now  is — What  do  the  Government 
intend  to  do  %  There  is  a  paragraph  in 
the  Queen's  Speech,  a  paragraph  which  I 
rejoice  to  see,  of  a  somewhat  didactic 
character  in  its  first  sentence,  but  not 
without  interest  in  its  second — 

"  The  experience  of  a  great  war  mmt  neces- 
sarily atfora  IenHoa»  of  the  f^reatest  importance 
to  the  military  administrations  of  the  country. 
Yoa  will  not,  I  am  convinced,  shrink  from  any 
outlay  that  may  be  retimrad  to  place  oar 
defensive  preparations  on  a  level  witii  the 
responsibilities  which  Uie  possession  af  so 
great  an  Eminre  has  laid  upon  us." 

The  noble  Marquess  made  no  reference  to 
that  paragraph,  except  to  say  that  he 
does  not  think  we  smdl  see  compulsory 
service  in  the  life  of  the  youngest  Peer 
present.  I  do  not  affirm  or  question  that 
proposition.  But  I  do  not  see  that  it  is 
as  immeasurably  remote  as  the  noble 
Marquess  considers  that  some  form  of 
compulsory'  service  should  have  to  be  in- 
troduced to  meet  the  growing  exigencies 
of  the  Empire ;  and  I  am  quite  sure  that 
neither  from  that  nor  from  any  other 
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sacrifice  will  the  nation  recoil  to  preserve 
the  predominance  of  this  Empire.  We 
have  sent  from  our  island  a  vast 
mass  of  the  troops  Avhich  usually 
garrison  it.  Situated  as  we  are, 
as  has  been  more  than  once  said, 
in  the  centre  of  a  universe  which  is  by 
no  means  friendly  to  us,  that  we  should 
not  have  a  hint  from  the  First  Minister  of 
the  Crown  as  to  what  military  measures 
they  propose  to  take  in  the  face  of  the 
disasters  with  which  we  have  met,  and  as 
to  the  sacrifices  which  we  must  inevitably 
be  called  upon  to  make  to  redress  them — 
that  is  one  of  the  most  extraordinary 
features  of  the  working  of  the  British 
Constitution  on  which  the  noble  Marquess 
has  laid  such  stress.  I  agree  with  him  in 
saying  that  the  country  will  carry  this 
thin^  through.  It  wiU  carry  it  through, 
in  spite  of  allthe  impediments,  both  of  men 
and  of  methods,  which  have  shackled  it 
in  the  past.  But  I  venture  to  say  that  it 
will  have  to  he  inspired  by  a  loftier  tone 
and  by  a  truer  patriotism  than  we  have 
heard  from  the  Prime  Minister  to-night. 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  the  noble  Earl  has  asked  Her 
Majesty's  Government  a  question  which, 
no  doubt,  he  had  mi  excellent  right  to 
Ask.  He  asked  us  what  were  our  inten- 
tions as  to  the  militaiy  measures  which 
the  critical  circumstances  of  the  present 
moment  seemed  to  him  to  require.  If  I 
do  not  give  the  noble  Earl  a  detailed 
answer  to  that  question  it  is  not  because 
I  dispute  his  right  to  ask  it,  but  because 
I  confess  that  the  Debate  on  the  Address 
scarcely  seems  to  us  the  proper  oppor- 
tunity for  unfolding  to  Parliament  a  full 
statement  upon  a  very  technical  matter. 
The  noble  Earl  will  believe  me  when  I  say 
that  I  give  this  answer  not  with  any  idea  of 
putting  him  off,  but  merely  because  I  do 
not  regard  the  present  as  the  proper 
moment  for  answering  the  question.  1 
can  state  to  him  to-night  that  I  shall 
be  ready  on  a  very  early  date  to  ex- 
plain fully  to  your  Lortlships  what  military 
measures  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have  in  contemplation.  Both  the  noble 
Earls  who  have  spoken  opposite  have  re- 
proached Her  Alajesty  s  (government, 
first,  with  their  ignorance  as  to  the  Boer 
preparations,  an^  next,  with  their  un- 
preparedness for  war  when  it  broke  out. 
The  noble  Earl  the  leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion in  this  House  quoted  from  a  speech 
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of  Mr.  Balfour's  a  passage  in  which 
Balfour  seemed  to  admit  that  we  were 
open  to  the  reproach  of  unpreparedness 
for  war.  But  I  think  the  statement  of 
Mr.  Balfour  was  that  we  were  unpre- 
pared for  war  on  the  spot,  and  that  is, 
after  all,  a  Yery  different  thing.  That 
we  were  not  altogether  unprepared  for 
war  is  surely  obvious  when  we  consider 
the  statement  of  the  noble  Earl  below  the 
gangway  (the  Earl  of  Rosebery)  that  we 
have  been  able  within  a  few  weeks  to 
send  120,000  troops  6,000  miles  across 
the  sea,  and  land  them  in  a  full  state  of 
efficiency  and  equipment.  That,  surely 
was  no  proof  of  unpreparedness  at  home. 
Then  the  noble  Karl  complained  that  we 
were  without  information  as  to  the 
military  preparations  of  the  South 
African  Republic.  I  think  that  he  has 
done  us  an  injustice.  There  are, 
no  doubt,  many  cases  in  which  munitions 
of  war  have  passed  through  Lorenzo 
Marques  under  the  various  disguises  in- 
dicated by  the  Prime  Minister,  but  I  am 
able  to  tell  the  House  that  the  Intelli- 
gence branch  has  been  able  from  time  to 
time  to  supply  us  with  information  which 
I  believe  to  be  extremely  correct  as  to 
the  extent  and  the  nature  of  the 
Boer  preparations.  The  estimate  made 
by  the  Intelligence  branch  of  the 
number  of  armed  men  to  be  found 
in  the  two  South  African  Republics  is,  I 
believe,  a  correct  estimate,  and  one  which 
our  experienceof  these  military  operations 
has  not  in  any  way  falsified.  I  think  it 
extremely  likely  that  the  Intelligence 
branch  may  have  wrongly  conjectured 
the  exact  number  of  men  whom  we  were 
likely  to  find  at  any  particular  point  op- 
posing us  in  the  field.  It  is  clearly  a 
matter  for  conjecture  whether  the  two 
Republics  were  likely  or  not  to  detach  a 
part,  and  if  so  what  part  of  their  fighting 
force,  either  for  the  purpose  of  garrison- 
ing their  cities  or  for  the  purpose  of 
watching  the  native  trilies  at  different 
portions  of  their  Ijorders.  It  is  also  fair 
to  the  Intelligence  Department  to  add 
that  they  had  no  means  of  forming  a  very 
precise  estimate  of  the  additions  which 
the  Boer  forces  have  received  from 
various  sources — to  some  extent,  I  am 
afraid,  from  amongst  the  disloyal  Dutch 
of  our  own  colonies,  and  also  to  some 
extent  by  the  gradual  accretion  of  small 
bodies  of  mercenaries  of  different  nations, 
who,  like  the  munitions  of  war,  found 
their  way  more  or  less  surreptitiously 
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through  Portuguese   territory   into  the 
Trausvjial ;  but  with  these  two  reserva- 1 
tions,  I  am  able  to  say  that  in  my  belief  ' 
the  estimate  given  to  us  by  the  Iiitelli-  j 
gence  branch  was,  on  the  whole,  a  trust- 
worthy estimate.    When  I  come  to  the 
question  of  guns,  I  believe  in  the  same , 
way  that  they  were  able  before  the  war  \ 
began,  or  became  inevitable,  to  tell  us,  at  i 
any  rate  with  approximate  accuracy,  what 
was  the  nature  of  the  armaments  in  the  , 
hands  of  the  two  liepublics.    What  I ' 
think  we  did  possibly  underrate — and  I  ' 
do  nnt  care  how  frankly  I  confess  it — was  , 
not  tlie  numbers  or  the  armaments  of  the  , 
Boers,  but  their  value  as  fighting  men. 
They  have  shown  an  amount  of  resource, 
an  amount  of  mobility  and  of  tenacity  for 
which  I  think  most  of  ua  were  not  pre- 
pared ;  and  I  think  it  is  in  that  sense  that 
my  noble  and  gallant  colleague,  the 
Commander-in-Chief,    in   a  speech  he 
delivered  in  the  autumn,  very  frankly 
admitted    that    tho  Boers  had  shown 
themselves    more   powerful  and  more 
numerous  than  we  had  been  led  to  expect. 
With  regard  to  our  unpreparedness  for 
war,  the  noble  Earl  told  us  that  if  we 
were  not  sufficiently  informed  as  to  the 
preparations  of  the  Boers  we  undertook  a 
great  responsibility  in  making  war  upon 
them.    My  Lords,  I  believe  that  every 
member  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  in 
the  summer  of  last  year  realised  perfectly 
well  that  war  in  the  end  might  prove  in- ; 
evitable ;  but  we  did  not  believe  that  it  \ 
was  inevitable,  and  so  long  as  by  any 
action  consistent  with  our  self-respect  we 
could  avoid  that  war  we  were  anxious  to 
avoid  it,  knowing  as  we  did  that  it  would  : 
prove  a  very  serious  and  a  very  costly 
war— costly  not  only  in  treasure,  but ; 
costly,  I  mean,  in  the  loss  of  precious  ' 
lives  which  cannot  be  replaced.    ^Ve  were  i 
determined,  my  Lords,  that  we  would  | 
take  no  ste{M  which  mi^ht  have  the  effect : 
cli  |H¥cipitating  a  collision  with  the  South  I 
African  Republic.    We  believed  that  it 
was  perfectly  possible  to  draw  an  intelli- 
gible lino  between  those  military  measures 
which  were  necessary  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  our  colonies  in  South  Africa  and  i 
those  other  measures  which  might  be  ; 
necessary  should  an  invasion  of  the  two  j 
Kepublics  bb  determined  upon.     My  | 
Lords,  while  negotiations  were  still  in  | 
progress  we  determined  to  restrict  our- 
selves to  those  puix'ly  protective  measures 
which  seemed  to  us  sufficient  for  the  < 
porpoae    and    which,    in    our  l>elief, 


were  not  calculated  to  provoke  a 
nipiure  of  tho  negotiations  which  were 
proceeding.  I  believe  that  at  that  time 
the  country  was  with  us  in  this  policy. 
Throughout  the  summer  of  last  year  the 
negotiations  were  ■  proceeding,  and  pro- 
cewiing,  on  tho  whole,  hopefully.  We 
received  from  the  South  African  Kepublic 
one  proposal  after  another,  each  of  them 
apparently  uioi  e  hopeful  and  more 
encouraging  as  to  a  satisfactory  issue^ 
and  I  think  we  are  not  to  blame  if» 
while  those  negotiations  were  going  on, 
we  shrank  from  such  measures  as,  for 
example,  the  calling  out  of  the  Hcserves 
or  the  sending  of  a  large  expeditionary 
force  which  could  only  be  intended  for 
fu;gressive  purposes.  It  may  be  argued 
that  that  policy  was  too  hazardous  for 
us ;  but  I  think  we  are  not  open  to  that 
charge  unless  it  can  bo  shown  that  there 
was  reason  for  believing  that  the  pre- 
cautions which  were  taken  were  inade- 
quate to  protect  the  colonies  during  tho 
time  which  must  necessarily  elapse 
before  we  were  able  to  send  out  a  field 
force  and  to  assume  the  offensive. 
\Kq  were  advised  that  it  was  possible 
for  us  by  sending  out  reinforcements  of 
moderate  size  to  make  the  two  colonies 
perfectly  safe.  We  took  the  beat 
military  advice  obtainable  as  to  the 
number  of  the  reinforcements  which 
it  was  necessary  to  send  out  for 
that  purpose.  We  sent  out  those  rein- 
forcements, and  they  arrived  in  South 
Africa  before  British  territory  was  in- 
vaded by  the  Boer  forces.  There  is 
another  aspect  of  the  matter  which  de- 
serves your  Lordships'  attention.  That  is 
this.  Supposing  we  had,  as  the  noble 
Karl  opposite  suggests,  as  I  understand — 
supposing  we  had  during  the  summer,, 
and  when  negotiations  were  still  pending, 
made  overt  preparations  for  occupying 
the  colonies  on  a  large  scale  

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  never 
contended  that. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWT^E  :  I 
think  such  a  demand  has  been  made. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEKLEY:  Not 
during  the  n^ttations.  I  never  con- 
tended  that. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWE  :  I 
am  sorry  if  I  have  misunderstood  the 
noble  Earl.    According  to  my  lights,  if 
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a  certain  demand  had  lieei)  made, 
accompanied  the  preparation  of  a 
large  and  dominating  force,  that  would 
only  have  had  the  effect  of  precipitating 
the  negotiations,  and  at  the  same  time,  on 
the  presumption  that  the  Boers  were  pre- 
paring for  hostilities,  of  inducing  them  to 
make  an  attack  upon  us. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBKRLEY:  Not 
during  the  n^;otiation3. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDO^TOE  :  I 
am  sorry  there  is  a  misunderstanding. 

The  Eael  of  KIiMBERLEY:  That 
was  not  my  point. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDO^raE : 
At  any.  rate  the  noble  Earl  will  not  dis- 
pute that,  if  at  the  moment  we  had 
chosen  to  make  large  overt  preparations 
in  this  country  for  war,  clearfy  indicating 
to  the  world  that  we  were  about  to  coerce 
the  South  African  Republic,  at  that 
moment  it  would  hare  been  possible  for 
them  to  strike  at  us  before  we  could 
possibly  strike  at  them. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY  :  I  did 
not  mean  that. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
We  had  this  matter  thoroughly  considered 
by  our  military  advisers,  and  we  were 
told  that  it  would  take  us  at  least  thirteen 
weeks  to  land  and  concentrate  and  prepare 
a  field  force  consisting  of  an  army  corps 
and  a  cavalry  division  in  South  Africa. 
During  those  thirteen  weeks  it  is  perfectly 
clear  that  it  would  have  been  in  the  power 
of  the  South  African  Republic  to  have 
taken  the  initiative.  We  knew  that 
nothing  we  could  do  would  deprive  them 
of  that  advantage,  and  we  considered  that 
it  would  be  better  to  limit  ourselves  to 
those  purely  defensive  measures  to  which 
we  actually  limited  ourselves,  and  which 
were  thought  sufficient  for  securing  the 
two  colonies  against  attack.  I  have  only 
to  add  that  if  your  Lordships 
should  desire  these  matters  to  be 
more  thoroughly  investigated,  I  shall  be 
ready  to  follow  the  noble  Lords  opposite 
into  any  details  as  to  which  they  may 
require  information.  For  the  present  I 
hope  I  have  said  enough  to  show  your 
Lordships,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  were 
not,  as  has  been  alleged,  unprepared,  and, 
in  the  next  place,  twA  we  bad  excellent 

7%e  Marguess  of  Lamloionr, 


reasons  for  not  pushing  our  preparations 
at  first  further  than  we  iictually  did.  It 
remains  for  me  only  to  repeat  what  has 
been  said  already  by  more  than  one  noble 
Lord,  and  to  expess  my  deep  acknow- 
ledgments, in  the  first  place,  to  the 
people  of  this  country  for  the  maimer 
in  which  they  have  supported  us  in  all 
our  military  preparations,  and  in  the  next 
place  to  the  citizens  of  our  great  colonies 
for  the  extraordinary  loyalty  which  they 
have  shown,  and  the  extreme  generosity 
with  which  they  have  placed  the  whole  m 
their  resources  at  our  disposal:  and, 
finally,  I  must  say  one  word  to  those 
numerous  members  of  the  civil  population 
who  have  by  contributions  of  all  kinds, 
and  particularly  in  the  matter  of  hospitals, 
done  so  much  to  diminish  the  sufferings 
of  our  troops  and  secure  the  success  of 
our  military  operations. 

The  Earl  of  ROSEBERY:  Could 
the  noble  Marquess  tell  us  the  day  on 
which  he  proposes  to  make  his  state- 
ment ? 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE : 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  name  a  date 
now,  but  I  can  assure  the  noble  Earl  that 
it  will  be  a  very  early  date. 

On  question,  "  That  an  humble  Address 
be  presented  to  Her  Majesty  in  reply  to 
her  gracious  speech,"  agreed  to,  nrmine 
dutsentienff,  and  same  ordered  to  be  pre- 
sented to  Her  Majesty  by  the  Lords  with 
White  Staves. 


aoMMITT£ES, 

The  Earl  of  Mohley — Appointed, 
Twmim  dis-^ntienif,  to  take  the  Chair  in 
all  Committees  of  this  House  for  this 
session. 

Committee  for  Privileges — Appointed. 

Committee  for  the   Jounials  —  Ap- 

pointe<I. 

Stoppages  in  the  Streets — Order  to 
prevent,  renewed. 
Appeal  Committee — Appointed. 
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having  been  commanded  lo  be  presented  |  No. 
to  this  House  by  Her  Majesty  had  been 
60  presented  on  the  following  dates  by 
delivery  to  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments, 
pursuant  to  order  of  the  House  of  the 
I7th  February,  1896,  viz. —  , 
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PUBLIC  RECORDS  (IRELAND).  i 
Appendix  to  the  Thirtieth  Report  of  I 
the  Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Records 
in  Ireland.    (October  30.)  < 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND).  I 
Return  for  the  quarter  ended  30th  Sep-  j 
tember,  1899.    (XovembOT  1.) 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 
-Judicial  Kents:  Return  for  March,  1899. 

(NoTember  3); 
Judicial  Rents :  Return  for  April  and 

May,  1899.    (November  14) ; 
Proceedings  :  Return  for  September,  1899. 

(November  15) ; 
Proceedings :  Return  for  October,  1899. 

(December  29). 

METEOROLOGICAL  COUNCIL. 
Report  for  the  year  ending  Slst  March, 
1899,  to  the  President  and  Council  of  the 
Royal  Society.    (November  9). 

TREATY  SERIES. 

JJo.  IS.  (1899).  Convention  for  the  ex- 
change of  Money  Orders  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and 
the  Colony  of  British  Honduras ; 
signed  at  Washington,  20th  February, 
1899.    (November  10) ; 

No.  19.  (1899).  Exchange  of  notes  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  the  United 
States  of  America  providing  for  the 
establishment  of  a  Provisional 
Boundary  between  the  Dominion  of 
Canada  and  the  Territory  of  Alaska 
in  the  region  about  the  head  of  Lynn 
Canal,  20th  October,  1899.  (Novem- 
ber 14) ; 

Ho.  20.  (1899).  Additional  Articles  to 
the  Convention  of  11th  July,  1896, 
betwetn  Great  Britain  and  Italy 
respecting  the  exchange  of  parcels 
by  parcel  post ;  signed  at  Rome, 
28th  October,  1899.  (December  19). 

No.  1.(1900).  Exchange  of  notes  between 
the  United  Kingdom  and  France 
respecting  the  waiver  of  consular 
fees  on  the  issue  of  Certificates  of 
Origin.   (Januuy  3). 


No. 


2.  ^1900).  Agreement  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France  for  the 
exchange  of  press  telegrams  by  night 
at  reduced  rates ;  signed  at  Paris, 
8th  November,  1899  [Ratifications 
exchanged  at  Paris,  16th  December, 
1899].    (January  11). 

3.  (^1900).  Declaration  between  the 
United  Kingdom  and  France,  pro- 
longing for  one  year  the  Declaration 
of  11th  December,  1888,  regulating 
telegraphic  communication  between 
the  two  countries  ;  signed  at  London, 
20th  March,  1899.  fRatifications 
exchanged  at  Pans,  30tn  December, 
1899].    (January  19). 


COLONIES  (ANNUAL)  REPORTS:— 
No.  277.  Bahamas,  1898.  (November 
10). 

No.  278.  British  Honduras,  189& 
(November  10). 

No.  279.  Mauritius  and  Rodrigues, 
1898.    (November  10). 

No.  280.  Grenada,  1898.  (Decem- 
ber 4). 

No.  281.  St.  Vincent,  1898.  (Decem- 
ber 4). 

No.  282.  Hong  Kong,  1898.  (Decem- 
ber 5). 

No.  283.  Jamaica,  1898-99.  (Decem- 
ber 14). 

No.  284.  Lagos,  1899.  (December  22). 
No.  285.  Seychelles,  1898.  (January 

19). 

No.  286.  Christmas  and  Cooos-Keeling 
;  Islands,  1899.    (January  19). 
I     No.  287.  Straits    Settlements,  1898. 
(January  24). 

CROFTER  COLONISATION. 
Tenth  Report  of  Her  Jfajesty's  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  carry  out  a 
scheme  of  colonisation  in  the  Dominion 
of  Canada,  of  crofters  and  cottars  from 
the  Western  Highlands  and  Islands  of 
Scotland;  with  appendices.  (November 
13). 

TRADE  REPORTS 
Annual  Series:   Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports  on  Trade  and  Finance  : — 
No.  2363.  Portugal  (Angola),  1898. 

(November  18). 
No.  2364.  France  (French  Guinea), 

1898.    (November  24). 
No.  2365.  Russia   (Agriculture  in 
Transcaucasia),  1 898.  (November 
24). 

No.  2366.  Russia  (Odessa  and  Dis- 
trict), 1898.  (NovembersJS). 
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Annual  Series:  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports  on  Trade  and  Finance 

No.  2367.  Central  Italy,  1898. 
(November  28). 

No.  2368.  Persia  (Khorassaii, 
and  1899).    (December  9). 

No.  2369.  China  (Newchwang)  1898. 
(December  22). 

No.  2370.  Greece  (Finances),  1898. 
(December  29). 

No.  3371.  Denmark  (Supplemen- 
tary), 1898.    (January  13). 

No.  2.172.  France  (Senegal  and  De- 
pendencies), 1898.    (January  19). 

No.  3373.  Germany  (German  East 
African  Coast  Towns,  1899). 
(January  20). 

No.  2374.  Denmark  (Finances,  1896- 
97  to  1900-1).    (January  35). 


{LOKDS}  UorMoiK  « 

RAILWAY  AND  CANAL  TKAFFIC  Aa. 
•  1888. 

Returns  made  to  the  Board  of  Trade 
in  pursuance  of  Section  39,  Sub-sectiou  i 
of  the  Act,  in  respect  of  the  Canals  and 
Navigations  in  the  United  Kingdom  for 
the  year  1898.    (November  29.) 


Miscellaneous    Series : 
Subjects  of  General  and 
Interest : — 


Reports  on 
Commercial 


Dis- 


PETERHEAD  HARBOUR- 
Reports  respecting  Peterhead  Harltour 
Works  (in  continuation  of  [C.-91l3.jJ 

(December  4.) 

EXPLOSIVES  (EXPLOSION  AT  UPTON 
TOWANS  FACTORY,  GWITHLAS). 

Report  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  Captain  J.  H. 
Thomson,  Her  ^lajesty's  Cbia  In&pector 
of  Explosives,  on  the  circumstance  at- 
tending an  explosion  of  blasting  gelatine 
which  occurred  in  a  mixing  house  of  the 
Factory  of  the  National  Explosives  Com- 
pany, Limited,  at  Upton  Towms, 
Gwithian,  near  Hayle,  Cornwall,  on  19tli 
October,  1899.    (Deceml>er  5.) 


No.   517.    Mexico  (Federal 

trict).    (November  18). 
No.  51H.  Germany  (Law  of  1900  on 

Sickness  and  Old  Age  Insurance). 

(December  29). 
No.  519.  Belgium  (Flax  Industry 

of  Courtrai).    (January  5). 
No.  520.  France(Colonies).  (January  POST  OFFICE  (PARCEL 

I2\  EtixlT). 


RAILWAYS  (CONTINUOUS  BRAKES). 

Return  by  Railway  Companies  oi  the 
United  Kinedom  for  the  six  months 
ending  30th  June,  1899.    (December  21.) 


POST  WITH 


GERMANY,  No.  1.  (1899.) 
Despatch  to  Her  Majesty's  Charge 
d'Affoires  at  Berlin,  enclosing  Copies  of 
the  Convention  and  Declaration  between  '  29.) 
Great  Britun  and  Germany,  of  14th ! 
November,  1899,  for  the  Settlement  of 
the  Samoan  and  other  Questions.  (Novem- 
ber 18.) 


Agreement  concerning  the  exchange  of 
postal  parcels  concluded  between  the 
Post  Office  of  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland  and  the  Postal 
Administration  of  Egypt.  (December 


MINKS 


(EXPLOSION 
COLLIEUYl 


AT  LLEST 


Reports  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Home  Department  by  Mr.  Cheater 
Jones,  Barrister-atrLaw,  and  Mr.  J.  T. 
Robson,   Her    Majesty's    Inspector    of  J 
Mines,  on  the  circumstances  attending 


METROPOLITAN  WATER  SUPPLY 
(RUYAL  COMMISSION). 

Final  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
subject  of  the  water  supply  within  the 
limits  uf  the  MctropolitAn  Water  Com- 
panies ;  with  index  to  the  First  and 
Final  Kopurts  of  the  CommissionerL 
(January  6). 

INDIA  (TRADE). 
Statement  of  the  trade  of  British  India 


an  explosion  which  occurred  at  the  Llest '  ataiement  or  tno  traao  oi  Jiriiisn  inoia 
Cnllin!-.-.  Pontvrhvl.  on  thelRthAuiruaL'^th   Bntish  Possessions  and  Foreign 


Colliery,  Pontyrhyl,  on  the  18th  August, 
1899.    (Novemljer  22.) 

SOLTH  AFHICA. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  Des- 
patch of  Colonial  Military  Contingents 
to  South  Africa.    (NoAcmber  27.) 


Countries  for  the  five  years  1894-95  to 
1898-99.    (January  9.) 

FAOrtiKV  ANJ)  WORKSHOP. 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
of  Factories  and  Workshops  for  the  year 
1898.   Part  XL— Reports.   (Januar>' 11.) 
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JL'DICIAL  STATISTICS  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1869. 

Keport  on  the  Judicial  Statistics  of 
Scotland  for  the  year  1898.  (January  11.) 

ACCIDENTS  TO  RAILWAY  SERVANTS 
(KOYAL  COMMISSION). 

Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of 
toe  accidents,  fatal  and  non-fata\  to 
servants  of  i-ailway  companies  and  of  truck 
owners.  Part  I. — ^Report.  (January  24.) 

The  same  were  ordered  to  He  on  the 
Table. 


ItETUUNS,  IlEPOMTS,  ETC. 


NATAL. 

Correspondence  relating  to  the  defence 
of  Natal. 

CAN  ADA  -AUSTKAHA. 
Further  correspondence  relating  to  the 
proposed  construction  of  a  cable  across 
the  Pacific  Ocean  (in  continuation  of 
[0.-11283],  May,  1899). 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Further  correspondence  relating  to 
Affairs  in  South  Africa  (in  continuation 
of  [C.-9.530],  October,  1899. 

WAGES  AND  EFFECTS  OF  DECEASED 
SEAMEN. 

Account  of  the  sums  receiA'ed  and  paid 
in  respect  of  the  wages  and  effects  of 
deceased  seamen  in  the  year  ended  31st 
March.  1899. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  SUPPLY 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Minutes  of  Evidence  taken  before  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  subject  of  the  water 
supply  within  tho  limits  of  the  Metro- 
ptuitan  Water  Companies.    Volume  I. 

TRADE  REPORTS,  1900  (ANNUAL 
SERIES). 

No.  2,375.  Prussia  (Finances,  1897-1900). 
No.  2,375.  Italy  (Southern  Italy). 

Pi*esented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

VNIVERSITIES  OF  OXFORD  AND 
CAMBRIDGE  ACT,  1877. 

1,  Statute  made  by  the  Governing  Body 
of  Pembroke  College,  Oxford,  on 


3rd  March,  1899,  amending  Clause  9 
of  Statute  II.  and  Clause  3  of 
Statute  YIII.  of  the  Statutes  of  that 

College. 

II.  Statute  made  by  the  Governing  Body 

of  Worcester  College,  Oxford,  at  a 
meeting  held  on  the  22nd  of 
February,  1899,  and  continued  by 
adjournment  the  8th  March,  1899, 
amending  Statute  III.,  10,  of  the 
Statutes  of  that  CoU^. 

III.  Statute  made  by  the  Groverning; 
Body  of  Brasenose  College,  Oxford,, 
the  15th  March,  1899.  altering; 
Statutes  III.  and  XVI.  of  the 
Statutes  of  that  College. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to. 
Act),  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  1.) 

COLLEGE  CHARTER  ACT,  1871. 
Application  received  from  Mason  Uni- 
versity College,  of  the  City  of  Birming- 
ham, for  the  establishment  of  a  university 
at  that  city,  which  was  submitted  to  the 
Queen  in  Council  uid  referred  by  Hot- 
Majesty  for  the  consideration  and  report, 
of  a  Committee  of  Her  Majesty's  Privy 
Council,  Uth  July,  1899  ;  together  with 
a  copy  of  the  draft  of  the  charter  applied 
for. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to- 
Act),  and  to  be  printed.    (No.  2.) 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  ACTS. 

Minutes  of  Committee  of  Council  on^ 
Education  sanctioning  the  subjects  to  be. 
taught  under  Claiue  8  of  the  Act  of  1889- 
for  counties  of — 

I,  Dorset  (second  minute). 

n.  East  Suffolk  (sixth  minute). 

III.  Norfolk  (eighth  minute). 

IV.  Yorks,  North  Riding  (seventh* 
minute).  » 

V.  Berks  (fourth  minute). 

VI.  Sussex  (Western  Division)  (third 
minute). 

VII.  Oxfoid  (fifth  minute). 

VIII.  Devon  (seventh  minute). 

LUNACY. 

Report  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  visits 
made,  patients  seen,  and  miles  travelled 
by  visitors  of  lunatics,  between  1st  Aprils 
1899,  and  30th  September,  iy99 
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COUNTY  COURTS  ACT.  1888 
Order  of  the  Lord  Chancellor,  dated 
15th  December,  1899,  under  section  45  of 
the  Act,  ordering  that  William  Henry 
Whitelock,  Registrar  of  the  County 
Court  of  Warwickshire  holden  at  Bir- 
mingham, shall  not  practise  as  a  solicitor, 
and  that  Section  20  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Judicature  (Officers)  Act,  1879,  shall 
not  apply  to  the  office  of  the  said  Mr. 
William  Heniy  Whitelock. 

INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN  INDIA). 

Return  of  all  loans  raised  in  India 
under  the  provisions  of  any  Acts  of 
Parliament  chargeable  on  the  revenues  of 
India  outstanding  at  the  commencement 
of  the  half-year  ended  on  the  30th 
September,  1899,  with  the  rates  of  interest 
and  total  amount  payable  thereon,  &c. 

RAMSGATE  HARBOUR. 
Statement  of  the  receipts  and  payments 
made  by  the  Board  of  Trade  for  the  year 
«nded  Slst  Marcl^  1899,  together  with  an 
account  of  the  receipt  and  issue  of  stores. 

SEAMENS  SAVINGS  BANKS,  MONEY 
ORDERS,  AND  TRANSMISSION  OF 
WAGES. 

Account  of  all  deposits  received  and 
repaid  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  under  the 
authority  of  the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
1894,  during  the  year  ended  20th  Novem- 
ber, 1898,  and  of  the  interest  thereon ; 
statement  showing  the  number  and 
amount  of  seamen's  money  orders  issued 
and  paid,  at  ports  in  the  United  King- 
dom and  at  ports  abroad,  from  1855  to 
5l8t  March,  1899  ;  also,  statement  show 
ing  the  receipts  and  payments  in  con- 
nection with  the  transmission  of  seamen's 
wages  from  1878  to  31st  Martih,  1899. 

LIGHTHOUSES  ABROAD. 

Account  showing  the  dues  received,  and 
expenditure  incurred  in  the  construction, 
repair,  and  maintenance  of  lighthouses  in 
British  Possessions  abroad  during  the  year 
1898-99. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP. 
1.  (Manufacture  of  bichromate  or 
chromate  of  potassium,  or  sodium) : 
Special  rules  with  regard  to  the 
employment  of  persons  in  chemical 
works  in  which  is  carried  on  the 
manufacture  of  bichromate  or 
■chromate  of  potassium  or  sodium. 


2.  (Use  of  phosphorus  in  the  manufacture 
of  matches)  :  Special  rules  with 
regard  to  the  employment  of  persons 
in  lucifer  match  factories  in  which 
white  or  yellow  phosphorus  is  used. 

MUNICIPAL  CORPORATIONS. 

1.  Charter    of    Incorporation    of  the 

Borough  of  Pudsey,  Yorks,  dated 
13th  November,  1899. 

2.  Charter   of    Incorporation   of  the 

Borough  of  Swindon,  Wilts,  dated 
22nd  January,  1900. 

PENAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS,  1853  to  1891 
(CONDITIONAL  LICENCES). 

Licences  granted  by  Her  ^lajesty  to—  - 

I.  Sfuvh  Jane  Coo^  a  convict  under 

detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison, 
permitting  the  said  Sarah  Jane 

Cook  to  be  at  large,  on  condition 
that  she  enter  the  East  End 
Refuge,  Finchley. 

II.  Rose  Ann  Casey,  a  convict  under 

detention  in  Aylesbuiy  Prison, 
permitting  the  said  Rose  Ann 
Casey  to  be  at  large,  on  condition 
that  she  enter  the  East  End 
Refuge,  Finchley. 

III.  Elizabeth  Franklin,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison, 
permitting  the  said  Elizabeth 
Franklin  to  be  at  l«^,  on  con- 
dition that  she  enter  the  Elizabeth 
Fry  Refuge,  Hackney. 

IV.  Fanny  Honey,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison, 
permitting  the  said  Fanny  Honey 
to  be  at  large,  on  condition  that 
she  enter  the  Royal  Victoria  Home, 
Horfield,  near  Bristol. 

V.  Jeanne  Marie   Dubosq,  a  conWct 

under  detention  in  Aylesbury 
Prison,  permitting  the  said  Jeanne 
Marie  Dubosq  to  be  at  large,  on 
condition  that  she  enter  the  Roy^ 
Victoria  Home,  Horfield,  near 
Bristol. 

VI.  WilUam  Tunney  to  be  at  large 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Acts 
to  which  are  annexed  conditions 
other  than  those  contained  in 
Schedule  A.  of  the  Penal  Servitude 
Act,  1864. 

VIL  Margaret  Ueamley,  a  convict 
under  detention    in  Aylesbury 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


-S3 


EkrtioM. 


[30  January  1900} 


Elections. 


54 


Prison,  permitting  the  said 
Margaret  I)earnley  to  l>e  at  large, 
on  condition  that  she  enter  the 
Royal  Victoria  Home,  Horfield, 
near  Bristol. 

VIII.  Dewhannah  .loiieH,  a  convict 
under  detention  in  Aylesbury 
Prison,  permitting  the  said  Dew- 
hannah Jones  to  be  at  large,  on 
condition  that  she  enter  the  East 
End  Refuge,  Finchley. 

IX.  Emily  Lazenby,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison, 
permitting  the  said  Emily  Lazenby 
to  bo  at  large,  on  condition  that 
she  enter  the  Royal  Victoria  Home,  i 
Horfield,  near  Bristol.  ! 

VXIVBRSrriES  (SCOTLAXDj  act,  1899. 
L  Annual   Statistical   Report  to  the 
Secretary  for  Scotland  by — 

1.  The  University  Court   of  the 

University  of  Aberdeen ; 

2.  The  University  Court  of  the 

University  of  Edinburgh  ; 

3.  The  University   Court  of  the 

University  of  Glasgow. 

IL  Abstract  of  accounts  for  the  year 
ending  31st  August,  1899,  being 
the  annual  report  of  the  state  of 
the  finances  of  the — 

1,  Univeriity  of  Aberdeen  ; 

2.  University  of  Edinburgh. 

PRISONS  (SCOTLAND). 

Rule  mside  by  the  Secretary  for  Scot- 
land appointing  the  police  celb  at  Fal- 
kirk, in  the  county  of  Stirling,  to  be  a 
l^al  prison  for  the  detention  of  prisoners 
for  a  period  not  exceeding  fourteen  days 
hefore  or  during  or  after  trial. 

LUNACY  (SCOTLAND). 
General  lules  made  by  the  Midlothian 
And  Peebles  District  Lunacy  Board  for 
the  Kovcmment  of  the  Midlothian  and 
Peebles  District  Asylum. 

Laid  before  theHou8e(pursuant  to  Act), 
•and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


HooHti  adjoamed  at  a  ciaarter  before 
Seven  of  the  clock,  to  Tharrulay 
next  at  a  quarter  past  Four  of  the 
clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Tuc^lfii/,  flOth  Jmmrjf,  1900. 


The  House  met  at  Two  of  the  clock. 

Message  to  attend  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners by  Black  Rod. 

The  House  went ;  and,  having  re- 
turned : — 

NEW  WKITS  (KECESS). 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House  that 
he  had  issued  during  the  Recess  Warrants 
for  New  Writs  : — 

Clackmannan  and  Kinross  (Combined 
Counties) — in  the  room  of  the  Right  Hon. 
John  Blair  Balfour,  Lord  Justice  General 
and  Lord  President  of  the  Court  of 
Session  in  Scotland. 

County  of  Somerset  (Wells  Division) — 
in  the  room  of  the  Hon.  Hylton  George 
Hylton  JollifTe,  called  up  to  the  House  of 
Peers. 

'  NEW  WRITS. 

I  York  Borough — in  the  room  of  Rear 
I  Admiral  Lord  Charles  Beresford  (Chiltem 
I  Hundreds). 

London  University — in  the  room  of 
\  the  Right  Hon.  Sir  John  Lubbock, 
!  baronet,  called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers. 

Mid  Armagh — in  the  room  of  Dunbar 
,  Plunket  Barton,  esquire.  Judge  of  Her 
'  Majesty's  High  Court  of  Justice  in 
I  Ireland. 

'  NEW  MEMBERS  SWORN. 

I     Walter  Murray  Guthrie,  esquire — for 
Tower    Hamlets    (Bow    and  Bromley 

Division). 

Sir  Fxigar  Vincent,  K.C.M.G.— for 
,  E-teter  Borough. 

Robert  Edmund  Dickinson,  esquire— 
for  County  of  Somerset  (Wells  Division). 

Eugene  Wason,  esquire — for  Clack- 
mannan and  Kinross  (Combined  Coun- 
ties). 

I 

ELECTIONS. 
I  Ordered,  That  all  Members  who  are 
returned  for  two  or  more  places  in  any 
part  of  the  United  Kingdom  do  make 
their  election  for  which  of  the  places 
they  will  serve,  within  one  week  after  it 
shall  appear  that  there  is  no  question 
upon  the  return  for  that  place;  and  if 
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anything  sliall  come  in  question  touching 
the  return  or  election  of  any  Member, 
he  is  to  withdraw  during  the  time  the 
matter  is  in  debate ;  and  that  all  ^Members 
returned  upon  double  returns  do  with- 
draw till  their  returns  are  determined. 

Kesolved,  That  no  Peer  of  tl^  Realm, 
except  such  Peers  of  Ireland  as  shall  for 
the  time  being  bo  actually  elected,  and 
shall  not  have  declined  to  serve,  for  any 
county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great  Britain, 
hath  any  right  to  give  his  vote  in  the 
election  of  any  Member  to  serve  in 
Parliament. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"That  it  is  a  high  infringement  of  the 
liberties  and  privileges  of  the  Commons 
of  the  United  Kii^om  for  any  Lord  of 
Parliament,  or  other  Peer  or  Prelate, 
not  being  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the  time 
elected,  and  not  having  declined  to  serve 
for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of  Great 
Britain,  to  concern  himself  in  the  election 


of  Members  to  sen'e  for  the  Commons  iit' 
Parliament,  except  onl^  any  Peer  of 
Ireland,  at  such  elections  in  Great  Britain 
respectively,  where  such  Peer  shall  appear 
as  a  candidate,  or  by  himself,  or  aiiy 
others,  be  proposed  to  be  elected ;  or  for 
any  Lord  Lieutenant  or  Governor  of  any 
county  to  avail  himself  of  any  authority 
derived  from  his  commission,  to  influence 
the  election  of  any  Member  to  serve  for 
the  Commons  in  Parliament." — (Mr.  A.  J, 
Balfottr.) 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To  leave  out  the  words  from  tbo  word. 
*  kingdom,'  in  line  2,  to  the  word  '  for,*  in  line 
8."-^<Jfr.  Jamet  Lowtker.) 

Question  put — "That  the  words  pro- 
posed to  be  left  out  stand  part  of  the 

Question." 

The  House  divided  :  ■ —  Ayes,  337 
Noes,  101.    (Division  List  No.  1.)  . 


Acland-Hootl,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
Ainl,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Altaopp,  Hon.  (laorge 
Anoon,  Sir  Williain  Keynell 
Aruhdale,  Edwanl  Mervvii 
Arrol,  Sir  WUliam 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Bainoridge,  Emerson 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balfoiir.Rt.Hn.A.J.<Manch'r) 
Balfour.Rt.  Hn.  U.  W.  (Leeds) 
Banbnry,  Fredk.  George 
Barlow,  John  Eininott 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
Ban7,KtEinAH.Sniith-(Hunts 
BaiTy,HirFranoiaT.(WindHor) 
Bathnrst.  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Bayley,  Thomas  (Derbyshire) 
BeH«h',IUHn.SirM.H.  (Bristol) 
Beaumont.  M'entworth  V.  B. 
Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bemroee.  Sir  Heniy  Howe 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michnel 
Biswoo<),  James 
BilLsoD,  Alfral 
BlakistOB-Hoaston,  Jolm 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bolitho,  ThomaB  Bedford 
Bonsor,  Henr\'  Coeuo  Orme 
Bowles,  Caut H.F.  (Middlesex 
Bnuwey,  Albert 
Brigg,  John 

Brodrick,  Kt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Brunner,  Sir  •lobii  Toiulintion 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  JniueM 
BuUard,  Sir  Harr>- 


AYES. 

Burt,  Thomas 
Bnxton,  Sydney  Charlet* 
Caldwell,  Jamen  ' 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dablio) 
Campbell-Banneman,  Sir  H. 
Carlile,  William  AValter 
Cannichael,  Sir  T.  D.  (»ibtton-  ' 
Causton,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  R,  F.  (N.  Lanes.)  , 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(DerbyBh.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William  ' 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East)  { 
Cecil,  I«rd  Hugh  ((Ireenwich) 
Chaloner.  Capt.  R.  H.  W. 
Chamberlain, Rc.  Hn.  J.  (Binn  ' 
Chamberlain,J.  Austen  {Wor. ) 
Channing,  FranciH  Alltiton 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clarke.  Sir  Edwd.  (Pljnnonth) 
Ceilings,  lit.  Hon.  Je^tHe 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  A. 
Colville,  John 
Conipton,  Loni  Ahvyne 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lamitell)) 
Corbett,  A.Cameron(Glaagow) 
Comwaili8,FiennesStan!eyW. 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  LeonardH.  | 
Cox,  Im'in  Ewd.  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cume,  Sir  Donald 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalryraple,  Sir  Charlen  i 
Davie8,M.Vanghan-(Cardigan  , 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Digby,  Jn.  K.  D.  WingBeld- 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Rrfph 
Dorinulon.  Sir  Juun  Edward 
Dougbs,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akerx- 
Douglas,  Cliarles  M.  (Lanark) 


Douglas*  Pennant,  Hon.  E.  8.. 
Doxtord,  William  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Dmcker,  A. 

Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Wm.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  TatfcoD 
EUtot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Dt 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan). 
Eversbed,  Sydnm 
Faidell,  Sir  T.  Geoige  . 
Fellowes,  Hon  Ailwyn  E. 
Ferguson,  R.  C.  M.  (Leith) 
Fergu8aon,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Miui*r>- 
Field,  Admiral  (Elastboonie) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Banna^me 
Firbank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmond 
Fitz  Wygram,  General  Sir  F.. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Fletcher.  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henn'  William 
Foster,  Col.  (Lancaster) 
Foster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Heoiy 
Fiy,  Lewis 
Garht,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
G  ibhs,  H  n.  A.G.  H.  (CiUofLoDiL 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gladstone.  Kt.  Hon.  Herbt. 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
(;old,  Charles 

(loldswortliy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwsni 
Goivt,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J<^  E- 
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<jrabani.  Heorv  Itoltert  j 
Oray,  Ernest  (West  Haiu) 
<GreeD,WalfordD(\Ve(lneHbnry  i 
Granlle,  Hon.  Ronald  I 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gall,  Sir  Cameron 
Guidon,  Sir  W.  Brampton 
•Gathne,  Walter  Murray 

HaIl,Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Ualaer,  Thomas  Frederick 
Haioilton,  Rt  Hon.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanson,  Sir  Re^nald 
Hardy,  Laurence  ■ 
Harwood.  Geoi^ 
Haalett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Bayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexford) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Looth) 
Hedderwick,ThotnasCharlesH 
Helder,  Augas-tos 
Hemphill,  Ut.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
aill,Rt.Ha.A.Staveley(Stafrs 
Hoare,  Ed  w  Brodie(  Hampatead 
Hobhouse.  Henry 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Somimau,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Hbworth,  Sir  Henry  Hovle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H.  Cecil 
Hnbbud,  Hon.  ErelyK 
HadMn,  George  BickenteA 

Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Jehb,  Richard  Claverhouse 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jesae^  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnmm'Ffrauson,  J.  E. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 

Kay-ShuttIeworth.RtHnSir  U 
Kearley,  Hudson  E 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  Jamee 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  Wm. 
Kimber,  Henry 
Koowles,  Lees 

Lafone,  Alfred 
Langley,  Batty 

Lawrence,SirE.  Duming(Corn) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Leeae,  Sir  J.  P.  (Accrington) 
Lugh-B«sunett,  Henry  Cnrrie 
Len^,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Llewellyn,  E.  H.  (Somerset) 
Lloyd-Georjje,  David 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirknian 
Lncas-Shadwell,  William 
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Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 

Macartney,  >V.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 

Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
M'Arthur,  C  (Liverpool) 
M- Arthur,  W.  (Cornwall) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners.  Lord  Ed.  Wm.  J. 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey-Main  waring,  Hu  W.  F. 
Mellor,  Colonel  (Lancashire) 
Mendl,  Sieitniund  Ferdinand 
Meysey-Tnompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgioorton 
Mil  ward.  Colonel  Victor 
MoDckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,Sir  S.  (Whitecliapel) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  K.) 
More,  R.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan.Hn.  V.  { Monm'thshire) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd(Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hon.  J. (Montrose) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  a.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mos»,  Samuel 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Bt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Muiray.Col.Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  William  Henry 

Newdigate,  FrancwAlexander  ; 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Nlnian  i 
Nossey,  Thomas  Willan»  i 

Oldroyd,  Mark  | 

Palmer,  G.  W.  (Reading) 
Parke.s,  Ebenezer 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Pautton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveliind) 
Pease,  H.  P.  (Darlington) 
Pease,  J.  A.  (Northumberl'nd) 
Pease,  Sir  J.  W.  (Durham) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Picker^dl,  Edward  Hare 
Pierpoint,  Rot»ert 
Pilkmgton,R.(Lancs.,Newton) 
Pilkincton,SirG.A.(LaneaSW 
Piatt- Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Pollock,  HaiTy  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Price,  Robert  John 
Provand,  xVndrew  Dryburgh 
Pryce-Jones.  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Pur^'is,  Robert 

Randeli,  David 
Kenshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ricliardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W. 
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lUtcliie,  Rt.  Hiiii.  C  Thomson 
Roberts,  Jobu  Hryn  (Eilion) 
Roberts,  J.  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  H.  (Hackney) 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
RotliBchilil,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chltnhm.) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 

Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Chas.  E.  (Stafford) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Rnfrw.) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,  W.  (Derbyshire) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshre.) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Elomford) 
Skewes-Cox,  Thomait 
Smith.  Abel  H.  (Chmtchnrch) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Soames,  Arthur  Welletley 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Spieer,  Albert 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Stuart,  Jamei  (Sboreditch)  ~ 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 

Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdlIni. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomaa,Al)el  (Carmarthen,E. ) 
Thorburn,  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  I'^w.Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Chwles  Ernest 

Usborne,  Thomas 

Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 

Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A.(Crewe) 
Wamer.Tliomas  C'onrt^iay  T. 
Welwter,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Lieut. -Co!.  A.  C.  E. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Col.  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresbv,  Lord 
Wilson,  FrederickW.('Norfolk) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson,J.W.(Woree8tereh,N.) 
Wilson-Todd,  W.  H.  (York*) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.Hn.E.R.(Batii 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  a  Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marmaduke  O'Arcy 
Yerburgh,  Rol»ert  Armstrong 
Yonnsj,  Com.  (Berks,  E.) 
Yoxafl,  James  Henry 

Teller?  for  the  Atss— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 
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Abraham,  Win.  (Cork,  N.K.) 
Allhusen,  Augustus  Hy.  Kden 
Ambrose,  Robert 
AHbton,  Thomas  Gair 
Austin,  M.  (LimBrick,  W. ) 
Bany.E.  (Cork,  S.) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Birreli,  Augostine 
Blake,  Edward 
Boud,  Edward 
Boulaois,  Edmund 
Buchanan,  Thomas  Kyburn 
Bums,  John 

Cameron,  Roljert  (Durham) 
Commins,  Andrew 
Crean,  Eugene 
(frilly.  Darnel 

Curran,  Thomas  B,  (Donegal) 
Curran,  Thomas  {Hhgo,  S.) 
Daly,  James 

Dilke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Dillon,  John 
Donalan,  Gaptain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Dnncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Ellis,  John  Edward 
Esinonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Farijuharsoa,  Br.  Robert 
Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,  K.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ffrench,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Ftynn,  James  Christopher 
Foster,  Harry  8,  (Safiblk) 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francix 
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Galloway,  William  Jobason  ] 
Gibb8,Hon.Vicary{St.  Albans)  | 
<Ubney,  James  | 
<>ouldmg,  Edward  Alfred  | 
Gourley,  Sir  Edward  T. 
Halilane,  Kicliard  Burdoii 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harrington,  Tunotliy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Hutton,  Alfred  E.  (Morley) 
Jacoby,  James  Alfred 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Eustace 
Jones,  W.  (Oamaivonshire) 
Kinloeh^irJohnGeorgeSroyth 
Kitson,  Sir  James 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDoQnell,DrMA(Qaeen'sC 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
MacKetll,  John  Gordon  Kwtft 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
McDermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Hugh,  Patrick  A.  (Leitriiit) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Leod,  John 
Maddison,  Fred 
MandeviJIe,  J.  Francis 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Momaghan,  GeoiiKe 
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Norton,  Cui>t.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork). 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenriy) 
i-CConnor,  J.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'.Malley,  William 
Perkj*,  Robert  William 
Pinkerttm,  John 
Pym,  C.  Guy 
Reckitt,  Hu^d  James 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reitt,  Sir  Ltobert  Threshie 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Hunciman,  \Valter 
Soott,  Chas.  Prestwich  (Leigh> 
Shee,  James  John 
Sheehy,  David 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Stanhope,  Hon.  Philip  J. 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatli)' 
Sullivdn,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glaniorgan.EL  ) 
Thomas,  0.  Alfred  (Merthyr) 
Tnlly,  Jasper 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderbnm,  Sir  William 
Wharton,Rt.  Hon.  John  Ltoyd 
Wil8on,HenryJ.(York.  W.R. ) 
WoodhouHe,SirJT  (HnddeKPd 

Tellers  kor  the  Noes— 
Mr.  James  Lowther  and  Sir 
Wilfrid  Lawson. 


Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Kesolved,  That  it  is  a  high  infringe- 
ment of  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  Commons  of  the  United  Kingdom  for 
any  Lord  of  Parliament,  or  other  Peer  or 
Prelate,  not  being  a  Peer  of  Ireland  at  the 
time  elected,  and  not  having  declined  to 
serve  for  any  county,  city,  or  borough  of 
Great  Britain,  to  concern  himself  in  the 
election  of  Members  to  serve  for  the 
Commons  in  Parliament,  except  only  any 
Peer  of  Ireland,  at  such  elections  in 
Great  Britain  respectiv  ely  where  such 
Peer  shall  appear  as  a  condidate,  or  by 
himself,  or  any  :)thei-8,  be  proposed  to  be 
elected ;  or  for  any  Lord  Lieutenant  or 
Governor  of  any  county  to  avail  himself 
of  any  authority  derived  from  his  com- 
mission, to  influence  the  election  of  any 
Member  to  serve  for  the  Commons  in 
Parliament. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  been  elected  or  returned 
a  Member  of  this  House,  or  endeavoured 
so  to  be,  by  bribery,  or  any  other  cor- 
rupt practices,  this  House  will  proceed 
with  the  utmost  severity  against  all  such 
persons  as  shall  have  been  wilfully  con- 


cerned in  such  bribery  or  other  corrtipt- 
practices. 

WITNESSES. 
Kesolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  l>een  tampering  with  any 
witness,  in  respect  of  his  evidence  to  be 
given  to  this  House,  or  any  Committee 
thereof,  or  directly  or  indirectly  hath  en- 
deavom'ed  to  deter  or  hinder  any  person 
from  appearing  or  givii^  evidence,  th» 
same  is  declared  to  be  a  Iiigh  crime  or  mis- 
demeanour ;  and  this  House  will  proceed, 
with  the  utmost  severity  against  such, 
offender. 

Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that 
any  person  hath  given  false  evidence  ia 
any  case  Ijefore  this  House,  or  any  Com- 
mittee thereof,  this  House  will  proceed 
with  the  utmost  severity  against  such 
offender. 

METROPOLITAN  I*OLICE. 
Ordere<l,  That  the  Commlsioners  of  the 
Police  of  the  Metropolis  do  take  care  that, 
during  the  Session  of  Parliament',  the 
passages  through  the  streets  leading  to 
this  House  be  kept  ,free  and  open,  and 
that  no  olistructiou  be    permitted  to> 
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hinder  the  passage  of  Members  to  and 
from  this  House,  and  that  no  disorder  be 
allowed  in  Westminster  Hall,  or  in  the 
passages  Ic^adingto  this  House,  during  the 
sitting  of  Parliament,  and  that  there  be 
no  annoyance  therein  or  thereabouts ;  and 
that  the  Sergeant  at  Arms  attending  this 
Hoi.»e  do  communicate  this  Order  to  the 
Cummissioners  aforesaid. 

VOTKS  AND  PROCEEDINGS. 
Ordered,  That  the  Votes  and  Proceed- 
ings of  this  House  be  printed  being  first 
perused  by  Mr.  Speaker;  and  that  He  do 
appoint  the  printing  thereof;  and  that  no 
person  but  such  as  he  shall  appoint  do  pre- 
sume to  print  the  same. 

PRIVILEGES, 

Ordered,  That  a  Committee  of  Privi- 
leges be  appointed. 

OUTLAWRIES  BILL. 

"  For  the  more  effectual  preventing 
Clandestine  Outlawries,"  read  the  first 
time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

JOURNAL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Journal  of  this 
House,  from  the  end  of  the  last  session 
to  the  end  of  the  present  session,  with 
an  Index  thereto,  be  printed. 

Ordered,  That  500  copies  of  the  said 
Journal  and  Index  be  printed  by  the 
appointment  and  under  the  direction  of 
Sir  Reginald  Francis  Douce  Falgrave, 
K.C.B.,  the  Clerk  of  this  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Journal  and 
Index  be  printed  by  such  person  as  shall 
be  licensed  by  Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  no 
other  person  do  presume  to  print  the 
same. 


PAIiUAMENTARY  PAPERS 
(RECESS). 


The  fdlowii^  Papers,  presented  by 
Command  of  Her  Majesty  during  the 
Recess,  were  delivered  to  the  Librarian  of 
the  House  of  Commons  during  the 
Itecess,  pursuant  to  the  Standing  Order 
of  the  14th  August,  1889 

I.  Crofter  and  Cottar  Colonuation 
Scheme. — Copy  of  Tenth  Report  of  Her 
Majesty's  Commissioners  appointed  to 
carry  out  a  Scheme  of  Colonisation  in 


the  Dominion  of  Canada  of  Crofters  and 
Cottars  from  the  Western  Highlands  and 
Islands  of  Scotland,  with  Appendices. 

2.  Judicial  Statistics  (Scotland). — Copy 
of  Report  of  the  Judicial  Statistics  of 
Scotland  for  the  year  1898. 

3.  East  India  ^Trade). — Copy  of  Review 
and  Tables  relating  to  the  Trade  of  British. 
India  with  British  Possessions  and  Foreign- 
Countries  for  the  five  years  1894-5  to 
1898-9. 

4.  Public  Records  (Ireland). — Copy  of 
Appendix  to  Thirteenth  Report  of  the 
Deputy  Keeper  of  the  Public  Records. 
and  Keeper  of  the  State  Papers  in  Ire- 
land. An  Index  to  the  Act  or  Grant 
Books  and  Original  Wills  of  the  Diocese 
of  Dublin  from  1800  to  1858. 

5.  Evictions  (Ireland). — Copy  of  Return 
for  the  quarter  ended  30th-  September^ 
1899. 

6.  Irish  Land  Commission  (Judicial 
Rents). — Copy  of  Returns  of  Judicial 
Rents  fixed  during  March,  1899. 

7.  Irish  Land  Commission  (Judicial 
Rents). — Copy  of  Returns  of  Judicial 
Rents  fixed  during  April  and  May,  1899. 

8.  Irish  Land  Commission  (Proceed- 
ings).— Copy  of  Return  of  Proceedings 
of  the  Commission  during  the  month  of 

September,  1899. 

9.  Irish  Land  CommissioTi  (Proceed- 
ings).—Copy  of  Return  of  Proceedings 
of  the  Commission  during  the  month' of 
October,  1899, 

10.  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act, 
1888. — Copy  of  Retunismade  to  the  Boartf 
of  Trade  in  pursuance  of  section  39,  sub- 
section (2),  of  the '  Railway  and  Canal 
Traffic  Act,  1888,  in  respect  of  the  canals 
and  navigations  in  the  United  Kingdom, 
for  the  year  1898. 

11.  Railways  (Continuous  Brakes). — 
I  Copy  of  Return  by  the  Railway  Com- 
'  panies  of  the  United  Kingdom  on  the 
'  progress  made  in  the  use  of  Continuous 
[  Brakes,  etc.,  for  the  six  months  ending 

!  the  30th  June,  1899. 

12.  Meteorology.— Copy  of  Report  of 
the  Meteorological  Council  to  the  Royal 
Society  for  the  year  ending  the  31st 
March,  1899. 

13.  Peterhead  Harbour.  —  Copy  of 
Reports  respecting  Peterhead  Harbour 
Works- 
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14.  Post  Office  (Parcel  Post  with 
Egypt). — Copy  of  Agreement  concerning 
the  Exchange  of  Postal  Parcels  concluded 
"between  the  Post  Office  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland 
and  the  Postal  Administration  of  Egypt. 

15.  Colonial  Reports  (Annual). — Copies 
•of  Reports,  Nos.  277  (Bahamas,  Annual 
Report  for  1898),  278  (British  Honduras, 
Annual  Report  for  1898),  279  (Mauritius 
and  Rodrigues,  Annual  Report  for  1 898), 
280  (Grenada,  Annual  Report  for  1898), 
38 1  (St.  Vincent,  Annual  Report  for 
1898),  282  (Hong  Kong,  Annual  Report 
for  1898),  283  (Jamaica,  Annual  Report 
for  1898-9),  284  (Lagos,  Annual  Report 
for  1899),  285  (Seychelles,  Annual  Report 
for  1898),  286  (Christmas  and  Cocos 
Keeling  Islands,  Annual  Report  for  1899), 
^and  287  (Straits  Settlements,'  Annual 
Report  for  1898). 

16.  South  Africa. — Copy  of  Correspon- 
•dence  relating  to  the  despatch  of 
Colonial  Military  Contingents  to  South 
Africa. 

17.  Mines  (Explosion  at  Llest  Col- 
liery).— Copy  of  Reports  to  the  Right 
Honourable  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
•the  Home  Department  by  .Mr.  Chester  \ 
.Jones,  Barrister-at-Law,  and  Mr.  J.  T.  i 
Robson,   Her    Majesty's   Inspector   of  | 
Mines,  on  the  circumstances  attending  an 
•explosion  which  occurred  at  the  Meet 
tColUery,  Pontyrhyl,  on  the  18th  August,  \ 

1899. 

1 8.  Explosions    (Upton  Towans, 
'Owitfaian). — Copy  of  Report  by  Captain 
.J.   H.  Thomson,  R.A.,  Her  Majesty's  \ 
Chief  Inspector  of  Explosives,   to  the  | 
Right  Honourable    the    Secretary    of  j 
State  for  the  Homo  Department,  on  the  | 
circumstances  attending  an  Explosion  of  I 
Blasting  Gelatine  which  occurred  in  a 
inixing  house  of  the  factory  of  the 
National  Explosives  Company,  Limited, 

-at  Upton  Towans,  Gwithian,  near  Hayle, 
Cornwall,  on  the  19th  October,  1899. 

19.  Metropolitan  Water  Supply  (Royal 
t<!3ommi8sion).-Copy  of  Final  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  subject  of  the  Water  Supply 
within  the  limits  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Companies,  with  Index  to  the 
First  and  Final  Reports  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

20.  Factories  and  Workshops.— Copy  of 
.Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  iBspector  of 


Factories  and  Workshops  for  the  year 

1898,  Part  II.,  Reports. 

21.  Accidents  to  Railway  Servants 
(Royal  Commission). — Copy  of  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  appointed  to 
inquire  into  the  causes  of  the  accidents, 
fatal  and  noti-fatal,  to  Servants  of  Rail- 
way Companies  and  of  Truck  Owners, 
Part  I.,  Report. 

22.  Accidents  to  Railway  Servants 
(Royal  Con)mision).-Copy  of  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  causes  of  the  accidents,  fatal  and 
non-fatal,  to  Servants  of  Railway  Com- 
panies and  of  Truck  Owners,  Part  II.. 
Minutes  of  Evidence  and  Appendices. 

23.  Treaty  Series  (No.  18,  l899).-Copy 
of  Convention  for  the  Exchange  of  Money 
Orders  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  the  Colony  of  British  Hon- 
duras. Signed  at  Washington,  20th 
February,  1899. 

24.  Treaty  Series  (No.  19,1899).-Copy 
of  Exchange  of  Netes  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  the  United  States  of 
America,  providing  for  the  Establish- 
ment of  a  Provisional  Boundary  between 
the  Dominion  of  Canada  and  the  Terri- 
tory of  Alaska,  in  the  Region  about  the 
Head  of  Lynn  Canal,  20th  October, 
1899. 

25.  Treaty  Series  (No  20,  1899).-Copy 
of  Additional  Articles  to  the  Convention 
of  nth  July,  1896,  between  Great 
Britain  and  Italy  respecting  the  Ex- 
change of  Parcels  by  Parcel  Post. 
Signed  at  Rome,  28th  October,  1899. 

26.  Treaty  Series  (No.  1, 1900).— Copy 
of  Exchange  of  Notes  between  the  United 
Kingdom  and  France  respecting  the 
Waiver  of  Consular  Fees  on  the  Issue  of 
Certificates  of  Origin. 

27.  Treaty  Series  (No.  2,  1900).— Copy 
of  Agreement  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  Franco  for  the  Exchange  of 
Press  Telegrams  by  night  at  reduced 
rates.  Signed  at  Paris,  8th  November, 
1899.  Ratifications  exchanged  at  Paris, 
16th  December,  1899. 

28.  Treaty  Series  (Na  3,  1900).— Copy 
of  Declaration  between  the  United  King- 
dom and  France  prolonging  for  one  year 
the  Declaration  of  11th  December,  18SK, 
regulating  the  Telegraphic  Communica- 
tion between  the  two  Countries.  Signed 
at  London,  20th  March,  1899.  Ratifica- 
tions exchanged  at  Paris,  30tb  December, 
1899. 
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29.  Germany  (No.  1,  1899).— Copy  of 
Despatch  to  Her  Majesty's  Charge 
d' Affaires  at  Berlin,  inclosing  Copies  of 
the  Convention  and  Declaration  between 
Great  Britain  and  Germany  of  Uth 
NoTember,  1899,  for  the  Settlement  of 
the  Samoa  and  other  questions. 

30.  Trade  Reports  (Annual  Series). 
— Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Consular 
Reports,  Aiinuat  Series,  Nos.  2363  to 
237*. 

31.  Trade  Reports  (Miscellaneous 
Series). — Copies  of  Diplomatic  and  Con- 
sular Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series,  Nos. 
.'ilT  to  520. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  Papers  do  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


llETUliNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

METKOPOLITAN  WATER  SUPPLY 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Copy  presented, — of  Minutes  of  Evi- 
dence taken  before  the  Royal  Commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject  of 
the  Water  Supply  within  the  limits  of 
the  Metropolitan  Water  Companies, 
Vdume  1  [bv  Command]:  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

PEXAL  SERVITUDE  ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL LICENCES). 

Copy  pi-esented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Jeanne  Marie  Dubosq,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  per- 
mitting her  to  l>e  at  large  on  condition 
that  she  enter  the  Royal  victoria  Home, 
Horiield,  Bristol  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Fanny  Honey,  a  convict  under  deten- 
tion in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  her 
to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she  enter 
the  Royal  Victoria  Home,  Horfield, 
Bristol  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Elizabeth  Lazenby,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
her  to  be  at  hu^  on  condition  that  she 
enter  the  Royid  v  ictoria  Home,  Horfield, 
Bristol  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Xu^aret  Dearnley,  a  convict  under 
detoition  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
ber  to  be  at  large  on  conditiOQ  that  she 
enter  the  Royal  Victoria  Home,  Horfield, 
Bristol  |i)y  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

VOL.  LXXVffl.  [Fourth  Semks.] 


Copy  presented, — of  a  Licence  to  be  at 
large  granted  to  William  Tunney,  to 
which  are  annexed  conditions  other  than 
those  contained  in  Schedule  A  of  the 
Penal  Servitude  Act,  1864  [by  Act];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Rose  Ann  Casey,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she 
enter  the  East  End  Refuge,  fHnohley  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Dewhannah  Jones,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she 
enter  the  East  End  Refuge,  Finchley  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Sarah  Jane  Cook,  a  convict  under 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she 
enter  the  East  End  Refuge,  Finchley  [by 
Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted 
to  Elizaoeth  Franklin,  a  convict  imder 
detention  in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she 
enter  the  Elizabeth  Fry  Refuge,  Hackney 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

MUNICIPAL     CORPORATIONS  (NEW 
CHARTERS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Pudsey,  Yorks, 
dated  13th  November,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Charter  of  Incor- 
poration of  the  Borough  of  Swindon, 
Wilts,  dated  22nd  January,  1900  [by 
Act]  i  to  lie  iqmn  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACTS 
(MANUFACTURE  OF  BICHROMATE 
OR  CHROMATE  OF  POTASSIUM  OR 

SODIUM). 

Copy  presented, — of  Special  Rules  with 
regard  to  the  employment  c/l  persons  in 
Chemical  Works  in  which  is  carried  on 
the  manufacture  of  Bichromate  or 
Chromate  of  Potassium  or  Sodium  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

FACTORY  AND  WOUKSHOP  ACTS  (USE 
OF  PHOSPHORUS  IN  THE  MANU- 
FACTURE OF  MATCHES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Special  Rules  mth 
regard  to  the  employment  of  persons  in 
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Lucifer  Match  Factories  in  which  White 
or  Yellow  Phoaphorus  is  used  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH  APKICA. 
Copy  presented, — of  Further  Corre- 
spondence relating  to  Afi^rs  in  South 
Africa  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

NATAL. 

Copy  presented, — of  Correspondence 
relating  to  the  Defence  of  Natal  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

PACIFIC  CABLE  (CANADA- 
AUSTRALIA). 

Copy  presented, — of  Further  Corre- 
spondence relating  to  the  proposed  con- 
struction of  a  Cable  across  the  Pacifi<^ 
Ocean  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

WAGES  AND  EFFECTS  OF  DECEASED 
SEAMEN. 

Account  presented, — of  the  Sums  re- 
ceived and  paid  in  respect  of  the  Wages 
jind  Effects  of  Deceased  Seamen  in  the 
year  ended  .31st  March,  1899  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RAMSGATE  HARBOUR. 

Copy  presented, — of  Statement  of  the 
Beceipts  and  Payments  for  the  year  ended 
SIst  March,  1899,  together  with  an 
Account  of  the  Beceipt  and  Issue  of 
Stores  [by  Act]  J  to  He  upon  the  Table, 
jind  to  be  printel    [No.  1.] 

li(;hthouses  abroad. 

Account  presented, — showing  the  Dues 
received  and  Expenditure  incurred  in  the 
construction,  repair,  and  maintenance  of 
Lighthouses  in  British  Possessions  Abroad 
during  the  year  1898-9  [by  Act];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  ami  to  I)e  printed. 
[No.  2.] 

SEAMEN'S  SAVINdS  BANKS  (MONEY 
.     ORDERS    AND    TK  ANSMISSION  OF 
WAGES). 

Accounts  presented, — of  all  Deposits 
received  and  repaid  during  the  year 
ended  20th  November,  1898,  and  State- 
ment as  to  Money  Orders  issued  and  paid 
from  1855  to  Slst  March,  1899,  and  of 
Beceipts  and  Payments  in  connection 
with  the  transmission  of  Seamen's  Wages 
irom  1878  to  3Ut  March,  1899  [by  Act] ; 


!  to  lie  upon  the  Tabl^  and  to  be  printed. 
:  [Na  3.] 

■  UNIVERSITIES  OF  OXFORD  AND  CAM- 
BRIDGE ACT,  1877  (OXFORD). 

I  Copy  presented, — of  a  Statute  made 
i  the  Governing  Body  of  Brasenose 
College,  Oxford,  on  15th  March,  1899, 
altering  Statutes  III.  and  XVI.  of  the 
Statutes  of  that  College  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  4.] 

Copy  presented, — of  a  Statute  made 
by  the  Governing  Body  of  Pembroke 
College,  Oxford,  on  3rd  March,  1899, 
amending  Clause  9  of  Statute  II. 
and  Clause  III.  of  Statute  VIII.  of  the 
Statutes  of  that  College  [by  Act]  ;  to  He 
upon  the  Table  and  to  be  printc<l. 
[No.  5.] 

Copy  presented, — of  a  Statute  made 
by  the  Governing  Body  of  Worcester 
College,  Oxford,  at  a  meeting  held  on 
22nd  February,  1899,  and  continued  by 
adjournment  on  8th  March,  1899,  amend- 
ing Statute  III.  10  of  the  Statutes  of 
that  Collie  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table,  and  to  be  printwi    [No.  6.] 

COLLEGE  CIHARTER  ACT,  1871  (UNI VEK- 
SITY  OF  BIRMINGHAM). 

Copy  presented, — of  an  Application 
received  from  Mason  University  Collew 
of  the  City  of  Birmingham  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  University  at  that  City : 
which  was  submitted  to  the  Queen  in 
Council  and  referred  by  Her  Majesty  for 
the  consideration  and  report  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Her  Majesty's  Privy  Council  on 
the  Hth  July,  1899;  together  witb  a 
Copy  of  the  Draft  of  the  Charter  appUe<l 
for  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TECHNICAL  INSTRUCTION  ACT.  18811. 

Copies  presented, — of  Minutes  sanc- 
tioning the  subjects  to  be  taught  under 
Clause  8  of  the  Act  iar  the  following 
counties : — 

County  of  Vast  Suffolk  (Sixth  Minute), 

dated  12th  Octolier,  1899. 
County  of  Berkshire  (Fourth  Minute), 

dated  12th  October,  1899. 
County  of  Norfolk  (Eighth  Minute), 

dated  3l8t  October,  1899. 
County  of  Doi-set  (Second  Minute), 

dated  9th  November.  1899. 
County  of  the  North  Riding  of  York- 
shire (Seventh  Minute),  dated  9th 
Novemlw,  1899. 
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County  of  Oxford  (Fifth  Minute),  dated 
20th  NoTember,  1899. 

Conn^  of  Sussex  (Western  Division) 
(Third  Minute),  dated  37th  Novem- 
ber, 1899. 

County  of  Devon  (Seventh  Minute), 
dated  4th  January,  1900 

[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LUNACY  (SCOTLAND).  j 
Copy  presented,— of  General  Rules  i 
made  by  the  .Midlothian  and  Peebles 
Pistrict  Lunacy  Board  for  the  govern- 
nent  of  the  Midlothian  and  Peebles 
District  Asyhmi  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

UNIVERSITY  OF  ABERDEEN.  { 

Copy  presented, — of  Annual  Statistical 
ISe^rt  by  the  University  Court  of  the 
University  of  Aberdeen  for  1898-9  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  he 
printed.  [No.  7.] 

Copy  presented,  —  of  Abstract  of 
Accounts  of  the  University  for  the  year 
ending  15th  September,  1899  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Xo.  8.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  EDINBURGH. 

Copy  presented,-— of  Report  on  the 
State  of  the  Finances  of  the  University, 
made  by  the  University  Court,  for  the 
year  to  31st  August,  1899  [by  Act]  ;  to 
tie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Xo.  9.] 

Copy  presented, — of  Annual  Statistical 
Ecport  by  the  University  Court  of  the 
I'niversity  of  Edinburgh  for  the  year 
l»»9«-9[by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
And  to  be  printed.   [No.  10.] 

UNIVERSITY  OF  GLASGOW. 
Copy  presented,— of  Annual  Statistical 
Keport  by  the  University  Court  of  the 
Unirersity  of  Ghu^w  for  1898-9  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  11.] 

PRISONS  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Rule  made  by  the 
**ecretary  for  Scotland  appointing  the 
,  PflJice  Cells  at  Falkirk,  in  the  county  of 
I  Stirling,  to  be  a  legal  Prison  for  the  de- 
tention of  prisoners  for  a  period  not 
«xceeding  fourteen  days  before  or  during 


or  after  trial  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (WARS  ON  OR  BEYOND 
THE  BORDERS  OF  BRITISH  INDIA). 

Return  presented,  —  relative  thereto 
[Address  17th  March,  1898:  Mr.  John 
Morletf] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

EAST  INDIA  (LOANS  RAISED  IN 
INDIA). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  all 
Loans  raised  in  India,  chargeable  on  the 
Revenues  of  India,  outstanding  at  the 
commencement  of  the  half-year  ending  on 
the  30th  September,  1899,  etc.  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  12.] 

SALlSKUItY  PLAIN  (PROPERTY 
PUItCHASED). 

Return  presented, — relative  thereto 
[Address  26th  October,  1S99  ;  Mr. 
Tlwinm  Biiyhff]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copies  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  Nos. 
2365  aod  2376  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 


PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

1.  Counhr  Courts  Act,  1888,  and 
Supreme  dourt  of  Judicature  (Officers) 
Act,  1879.— Copy  of  Order  made  by  the 
Lonl  Chancellor,  dated  36th  September, 
1899,  directing  that  the  Registrar  of  the 
Comity  Court  of  Warwickshire,  held  at 
Birmingham,  shall  not  practise  as  a 
solicitor,  and  that  section  '20  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Officers) 
Act,  1879,  shall  not  apply  to  the  office  of 
Registrar  of  the  said  Couitty  Court. 

2.  Lunacy. — Copy  of  Report  to  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  the  number  of  visits 
made,  the  number  of  patients  seen,  and 
the  number  of  miles  travelled  by  the 
Visitors  of  Lunatics  betveen  1st  April, 
1899,  and  30th  September,  1899  [by  Act]. 


ItESIGNATION  OF  THE  CLERK  OF 
THE  HOUSE. 

Mr.  Speaker  acquainted  the  House 
that  he  bid  received  a  letter  from  Sir 
Reginald  Francis  Douce  Palgrave^.C.B., . 
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the  Clerk  of  the   House,   which  Mr. 
Speaker  read,  as  followeth  : — 


tfte  Queen's  Speech. 


12 


Sir, 


Library,  House  of  Commons, 
30th  January,  1900. 


I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  as  ^..^'^fi®^^ 
I  have  been  more  th&-n  forty-six  years  in  the 
service  of  the  House  of  Commons,  of  which 
the  last  thirty-one  years  were  devoted  to  the 
work  at  the  Table  of  the  House,  I  deure  to 
resign  the  Patent  whereby  Her  Majesty 
assigned  to  me  the  office  with  wliich  I  have 
been  so  highly  honoured,  of  Clerk  of  the  House 
oi  Commons. 


to  traverse,  and  there  are  feelings  which 
we  shall  all  share  on  whichever  side 
of  the  House  we  sit.  The  first 
of  these  feelings  is  that  of  deep 
sympathy,  which  it  is  our  pri\-ilege 
as  representing  the  natioD, 
with  all  sufferers  by  the  war  which  is 
going  on  in  South  Africa.  It  wiW  hardly 
be  necessary  to  enumerate  the  sufferings 
which  are  in  the  minds  of  everyone  of  us 
here,  but  I  think  we  must  first  refer  to- 
those  who  are  suffering  from  wounds  and 
from  bodily  disablement.    Then,  Sir,  our 


I  shall  be  able  to  retain  In  cordial  remeni-  also  to  the  weary  watchers  who  have 
brauce  a  grateful  senwe  of  the  generous  con-  their  dear  Ones  at  the  front,  and  who  are 
alderation  shown  me  V>y  yourself  and  your  ;  ^j^^j   waiting  for  news—painful  news  SUch 

as  we  received  this  morning,  and  which 


predeceswors  in  the  Chair,  and  by  the  honour 
able  Members  who  have  sat  in  the  eleven 
Parliament*  during  which  I  have  been  per- 
mitted to  offer  my  ser\'ices  to  the  House  of 
Conunona. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir. 

Your  obedient  humble  tenant, 
Beoinald  F.  v.  Pauirave. 

The  Ruzht  Honble. 
The  SpealcOT  of  the  House  of  Gommonit, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  BALForR,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  gii'e  notice  that  on 
'Thursday  next  I  shall  move  a  vote  of 
thanks  to  Sir  Reginald  Falgrave,  late 
Clerk  ot  the  House. 


;  carries  sorrow  and  distress  into  many  a 
•  home.    There  is  one  other  expression  of 
sympathy  which  I  am  sure  will  not  be 
i  wanting,  and  that  is  an  expression  of  the 
deepest  sympathy  with  the  sufferings  of 
'  colony  of  Natal.     Half  the  colony  is  in 
,  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  and  not  only 
'  have  they  put  into  the  field  a  force  far 
out  of  proportion  to  their  numbers,  but 
'  they  have    suffered    grierous  loss  of 
I  property  and  life.     I  trust  we  may  be  in 
I  a  position  at  the  end  of  *he  war  to 
recompense  them  for  the  losses  and 
'  suffering  they  have  experienced.  We 
have  also  feelings  of  the  deepest  admira- 
I  tion  for  the  gallantry  which  our  soldiers 
'  have    displayed.     Whether   it    be  in 
the  gallant  defence  of  Mafeking,  or  the 
1  no  less  gallant  and  protracted  defence  of 
Ladysmith,  or  in  the  gallant  action  of 
'  Wauchope  and  the  Highland  Brigade  at 
Magersf(mtein,  where  Bo  many  lost  their 
lives,  the  story  is  the  same,  and  it  is  a 
story  of  which  we  are  all  proud.     It  is 
our  only  regret  that  so  many  of  those  to 
whom  qur  pride  goes  out  are  lost  for 
ever.  In  addition  to  that  we  have  another 
common  gi-ound.     We  have  pride  not 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  UKACIUUS  SPEE(?H. 

First  Day's  Debate. 

Mr.  SPEAKER  reported  Her  Majesty's 
Speech,  and  read  it  to  the  House. 

♦Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  :  It  is  a  kindly  custom  of  this 
House  to  regard  with  special  indulgence 

the  Member  to  whom  is  entrusted  the  1  only  in  the  gallantry  that  this  contest  has 
duty  which  I  have  to  discharge  to-day,  |  evoked,  but  also  in  the  national  spirit 
and  I  feel  sure  that  I  shall  have  given  me  which  has  been  evinced.  That  national 
even  double  indulgence  because  the  |  spirit  is  not  confined  to  the  British 
occasion  is  not  an  ordinary  one,  and  I  Islands.  It  has  found  expression  to  the 
cannot  and  do  not  pretend  to  have  that '  utmost  hounds  of  this  Empire.  If  we 
special  knowledge  which  alone  would  I  look  at  the  present  position  m  the  Empire 


enable  me  to  do  full  justice  to  it.  Ordi- 
narily our  disctissions  here  are  upon 
controversial  matters.  As  mover  of  the 
Address  it  is  difficult  to  l>e  non-contro- 


as  a  .whole,  we  may  say  with  truth  we 
have  set  a  girdle  round  the  globe,  and 
every  link  rings  true  and  clear  at  this 
moment.  1  believe  when  this  war  is  over 
versitt  Iwithout  being  colourless.  But  to-  j  we  may  look  forward  to  South  ^Vfrica 
day  there  is  common  gi-oiuid  I  shall  have  I  being  peaceful   and  tranquil  and  con- 
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tented,  and  that  any  rift  which  may  [ 
exist  can  and  will  be  repaired  in  a  way  i 
which  will  cause  less  offence  and  less 
trouble  in  the  future.   Although  at  the 
end  of  the  war  there  will,  no  doubt, 
remain  a  certain  amount  of  race  antago- 
nism, which  is  the  natural  result  of  a 
contest  of  this  description,  we  shall  at , 
any  rate  have  purged  the  contempt  with  i 
which    that   race  antagonism  was   pre- ' 
viously  associated ;  the  races  will  have  ' 
learned  to  respect  one  another,  and  will  | 
be  able  to  live  side  by  side  in  amity,  the  j 
hatreds  of  the  past  being  merged  into  a  I 
mutual  liking.    Contempt  is  the  kindUnjg  I 
which  fans  antagonism  into  flame ;  and  it ! 
was  that  contempt  combined  with  race ! 
antagonism  which  brought  about  the  pre- 
sent conflict.    AVhen  the  struggle  is  con- 
cluded let  us  hope  that  the  contempt 
which  has  arisen  from  surface  causes  will 
have  been  purged,  that  Boer  and  Briton 
will  live  side  by  side  in  peace,  and  that 
both  will  have  a  great  future  before  them 
under  the  British  flag.    One  other  feeling 
we  have  in  common,  and  that  is  the  feeling 
of  regret  for  the  reverses  which  we  have 
suffered  in  South  Africa.    Further  than 
that  we  have  the  unanimous  determina- 
tion to  retrieve  those  reverses.    We  wish 
to  eicamine  and  to  investigate  the  causes  of 
the  reverses  and  the  failures,  if  they  may 
be  so  called,  which  have  occurred  in  our 
campaign.     I    am    here,   perhaps,  on 
delicate  ground,  but  I  think  I  may  say 
this.    We  may  ask  ourselves  with  advan- 
tage whether  our  weakness  or  our  failures, 
if  I  may  use  that  word,  are  due  to  any 
deep-seated  and  inherent  national  weak- 
ness, or  to  temporary  and  removable 
causes.    I  think  the  latter  can  only  be  the 
andWer.    The  Empire  and  the  resources 
of  the  nation  were  never  stronger  than 
at  this  moment,  but  our  power  does  not 
lie  on  the  surface.    It  is  deep-seated,  and 
the  causes  which  we  have  to  inquire  into 
if  they  are  temporary  and  removable 
must  be  inquired  into  with  a  view  to  their 
being  removed.    I   feel  sure  that  no 
obstacle  will  be  thrown  in  the  way,  but  that 
the  Government  will  welcome  an  inquiry 
in  any  form  which  may  be  agreeable  to  the 
House  and  which  will  enable  us  to  dis- 
cover the  causes  of  the  difficulty,  and  to 
remore  them.  There  is  one  consideration 
which  occurs  to  me,  and  that  is  that  of 
**  inadequate  preparation."    Is  that  one 
of  the  principal  causes  for  our  difficulties  t 
I  would  rather  say  it  is  not  so  much 
inadequate  preparation  as  the  insufficient 


estimate  of  the  forces  arrayed  against  us. 
In  the  case  of  the  Crimean  war  the  pre- 
parations were  inadequate  for  any  war, 
but  I  doubt  if  we  were  ever  so  well 
prepared    to    undertake   a  campaign 
on    a    certain    scale    as    when  tms 
war   broke   out    three    months  ago. 
If    there    was   a    fault    it    was  the 
under-estimate  of   the    forces  arrayed 
against  us,  and  it  will  be  for  us  to  con- 
sider  how  the  under  -  estimate  arose. 
There  are  many  factors  to  be  considered, 
some  of  which  are  new,  but  I  think  that 
we  shall  find — or,  at  any  rate,  it  so 
appears-  to  me — that  those  factors  in 
themselves  were  to  a  certtdn  extent  fore- 
seen, and  that  there  was  some  knowledge 
of  them.    But  the  result  of  the  combina- 
tion of  all  those  factors  and  the  strength 
of  the  enemy,  from  a  defensive  point  of 
view,  which  we  had  to  engage,  was  not 
foreseen  or  measured,  so  far  as  1  am  aware, 
by  any  person.    The  want  of  prophetic 
power  was  not  confined  to  the  Govern- 
ment alone,  it  was  common  to  the  country 
as  a  whole.    That,  at  all  events,  was  the 
impression  at  which  I  arrived  in  this 
House  three  months  ago :  that  nobody 
on  this  or  that  side  of  the  House,  or  in 
the  country,  had  measured  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  arrayed  against  us ;  or,  if 
so,  the  expressions  of  opinion  were  few 
and  far  between.     Who  could  have 
realised  that  this  campaign  would  resolve 
itself  into  the  taking  of  a  series  of  natural 
fortresses  of  enormous  strength,  ably 
defended    by    troops    of  unexampled 
mobility,    instructed    by  Continental 
experts,  and  armed  with  the  most  perfect 
weapons  ever  used  in  warfare  1    It  is 
perhaps  difficult  to  realise  how  small  a 
factor  will  determine  success  or  failure. 
Such  a  thing  as  a  barbed  wire  fence  may 
easily  turn  a  victory  into  a  defeat,  and  to 
sum  up   all   these  factors    is  almost 
impossible  after  tifty  years  of  peace, 
which  we  have  passed  through,  when 
many  of  these  factors  are  to  a  large  extent 
unknown.    There  has  been  some  criti- 
cism in  which  I  as  an  artilleryman  feel 
particularly  interested.    Our  field  guns 
have  been  condemned  on  all  sides  because 
they  are  of  less  range  than  the  guns  of 
the  enemy;  but  one  thing  has  been 
forgotten,  and  that  is  that  our  field  guns 
have  been  compared  with  guns  of  the 
enemy,  which  are  guns  of  position  and 
not  field  guna  at  all,iand  for  an  artillery- 
man to  estimate  the  efficiency  of  a  field 
gun  solely  by  its  range  is — I  should  look  on 
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— as  very  much  the  same  thin^  as  a  press- 
man who  would  judge  the  ments  of  a  news- 
paper solely  by  its  circulation.  The  situa- 
tion is  a  most  grave  one,  but  it  has  its  better : 
side :  I  do  not  think  that  the  resources 
of  our  (^Mnents  were  imm^iately 
realised.  The  Boer  Republic  bad  formed 
itself  into  a  vast  military  machine,  every 
part  of  which  was  perfect ;  our  military 
machine  was  imperfect  in  the  sense  that 
our  resources  had  not  been  called 
together.  Is  it  therefore  any  wonder 
that  the  smaller  perfect  machine  should 
for  the  moment  be  successful  ?  But  we 
have  resources,  and  I  hope  that  this 
House  ^rill  support  the  Grovemment  in 
bringing  ever^  one  of  those  resources  into 
action  to  bnn^  about  our  supremacy. 
They  are  only  just  now  coming  into  play, 
and  although  we  have  now  been  checked 
more  than  once,  when  once  the  ring  is 
brokenthe  collapse  maybe  as  siidden  as  our 
progress,  up  to  the  present,  has  been  slow. 
The  last  struggle  for  the  relief  of  Lady- 
smith,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  the 
Iwginning  of  the  end,  as  it  is  it  is  only  the 
end  of  the  beginning.  But  this  House 
has  not  only  to  consider  the  cause  of  the 
difficulty,  but  the  cause  and  the  motive 
which  led  up  to  the  war  itself.  Here  I 
am  on  very  delicate  ground,  and  it  would 
not  become  me  in  the  duty  I  have  to  per- 
form to-day  toexamine  the  questions  which 
have  been,  and  which  tvill  have  to  be, 
discussed  here ;  but  I  should  like  to  make 
one  observation.  Although  some  may 
attribute  a  motive  to  this  or  that  person 
or  politician,  I  think  we  may  all  agree 
that  the  national  motive  for  this  war  is  a 
pure  and  just  one.  The  motive  which 
has  for  centuri^  animated  this  country, 
and  which  animates  it  now,  is  that  we 
shall  obtain  justice  and  freedom  for  all 
races  and  all  creeds.  That  is  the  great 
stream  in  which  our  national  sentiment 
has  run  in  the  past  and  is  running  now. 
It  will  always  occur  that  where  there 
i.s  a  great  stream  of  pure  water  there 
will  bo  draining  into  it  streams  which 
are  not  so  pure  as  the  river  itself, 
and  no  doubt  uses  Avill  be  made  and 
motives  attributed  that  do  not  exist.  The 
motive  that  animates  us  here,  and  the 
House  and  country  generally,  is  to  restore 
peace  uid  freedom  to  all  throughout 
South  Africa.  So  for  as  I  have  observed 
that  is  the  motive  animating  us  all,  and 
although  we  may  have  to  engage  our 
attention  with  that  le^slation  which  we 
are  more  accustomwT  to  consider,  our 

Ca}}iain  Prefyman^ 


the  Queen^s  Speedt.  7ft 

hearts  will  be  with  our  soldiers  in  South 
Africa.  But  that  is  no  reason  why  we 
should  not  consider  other  measures.  "We 
have  submitted  to  us  to-day  no  measures, 
of  heroic  legislation  or*  costly  legislation. 
The  only  costly  legislation  will  he  the 
estimates  for  the  war  in  South  Africa. 
Last  year  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  asked  for  a 
vote  of  eight  millions.  He  would  be  a 
bold  man  who  would  say  how  much  we 
shall  be  asked  for  this  session.  But 
whatever  is  asked  for  I  hope  will 
be  cheerfully  given.  We  catmot 
set  money  against  the  lives  of 
our  fellow  subjects  now  being  risked 
in  South  Africa.  We  shall  oe  asked 
to  sanction  measures  of  improving 
and  remodelling  the  Companies  Act, 
and  that  a  matter  we  shall  gladly  do  he- 
cause  we  know  the  loss  which  is  suffered 
by  those  who  are  induced  to  part  with 
their  money  under  false  pretences  by 
fraudulent  companies.  Another  measure 
we  shall  be  asked  to  cwisider  is  what  is 
called  an  Agricultural  Holdings  Bill,  and 
anything  that  this  House  can  do  towards'^ 
the  improvement  of  our  agriculture  will 
be  greatly  welcomed.  We  have,  how- 
ever, to  remember  that  the  conditions  of 
our  agricultural  industry  vary  greatly  in 
different  parts  of  the  country.  We  have 
also  to  consider  the  incoming  tenant  as 
well  as  the  outgoing  tenant.  Sir,  the 
situation  before  us  is  indeed  a  serious 
and  a  difficult  one.  It  is,  perhaps,  the 
most  serioud  and,  perhaps,  the  most 
difficult  situation  which  this  country  has 
had  to  face  since  the  earliest  years  of  the 
century.  This  is,  indeed,  a  momentous 
session.  Our  ill-wishers,  we  know,  are 
looking  eagerly  for  any  st^s  of  weakness, 
of  vacillation,  or  of  disumon  within  these 
walls.  On  the  other  hand,  the  country, 
and  the  Empire  in  arms,  are  looking  to  us 
to  express  their  unanimous  determination 
to  bring  this  struggle  to  a  successful 
issue.  Now,  Sir,  I  need  hardlj'  ask  the 
House  to  which  of  these  wo  should  afford 
satisfaction.  The  question  can  have  but 
one  answer.  Therefore,  I  trust  that  the 
touchstone  of  all  criticism  will  be  not 
party  advantage,  but  the  needs  and 
necessities  of  the  Empire. 

Mil.  H.  P.  PEASE  (Dariington) :  In 
rising  to  second  the  address  I  claim  the 
indulgence  of  the  House  on  similar 
grounds  to  those  enunciated  by  my  hon,. 
mend,  and  also  for  what  I  may  consider 
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»  weightier  reason,  that  I  hare  never  the  time  is 
before  taken  part  in  a  debate.  Impressed 
by  the  oonscioumesB  of  my  own  inexperi- 
ence, I  ask  for  that  consideration  which 
the  House  so  generously  extends. 
My  hon.  friend  has  referred  to  points  in 
the  Queen's  Speech ;  but  I  propose  to 
deal  with  some  of  those  with  which  he 
has  not  dealt.  Sir,  it  was  with  feelings 
of  satisfaction  that  the  nation  received 
the  news  that  a  treaty  had  been  con- 
cluded between  this  country  and  the 
(ierman  Emperor.  It  appears  to  me  that 
thu  is  additional  evidence  of  the  friend- 
liness  of  the  great  German  Empire 
towards  us  whose  ccmmiercial  interests 
are  so:  closely  bound  up  with  oiu 
own.  I  observe  that  there  is  a  Bill  to 
Iw  broiight  in  this  session  with  reference 
to  the  Federation  of  Australia.  I  believe 
that  there  is  no  announcement  in  the 
Queen's  Speech  that  will  give  greater 
satisfaction.  It  is  the  fulfilment  of  a 
dream  of  far-seeing  Imperial  statesmen 
and  of  many  of  those  who  do  net  take 
great  interest  in  other  political  ques- 
tions. I  believe.  Sir,  that  that  long- 
cbeiished  idea  being  brought  to  a  conclu- 
sion is  the  cause  of  ^reat  satisfaction  to 
our  colonists,  and  it  is  a  satisfaction 

that  is  all  the  deeper  because  the  change 

has  l»een  brought  about  by  the  irish  and 
the  action  of  those  colonists  themselves. 

It  has  come  to  maturity  through  them. 

I  believe,  Sir,  that  the  result  of  this 

spontaneous  co-operation  will  be  to  pro- 
vide means  whereby  these  colonies  will  be 

aide  to  defend  themselves  in  the  future, 

and  that  they  will  be  able  to  take  such 

action  in  making  representations  to  the 

mother  country  in  reference  to  trade — 

which  is  such  an  important  factor  be- 
tween U8 — as  will  lead  to  oiu-  mutual 

benefit.    And   I  believe  that  such  is 

the    wish     of    the    people     of  the 

United  Kingdom.    Sir,   I  must  make 

some  small  reference  to  the  very  sad 

events  which  are  happening  in  India 

at  the  present  time  with  regard  to 

the  plague  and  famine.    I  congratulate 

the  Government  of  this  country  upon 

having  isuch  an  administrator  at  the 

head  oi  afbirs  as  we  have  in  Lord  Gurzon. 

I  am  sure  that  the  House  will  feel,  as  I  do, 

that  in  him  we  have  a  man  who  grasps  the 

situation,  and  one  who  will  do  all  he  can 

to  help  those  unfortunate  people  who  are 

suffenng  from  plague  or  from  famine. 

As  has  been  said  by  my  hon.  friend, 

and  as  mentioned  in  the  Queen's  Speech, 


the  time  is  not  propitious  for  legisla- 
tion requiring  great  grants  of  mone^ :  but 
there  are  several  Bills  which  will  be 
brought  in  which  are  of  great  import- 
ance. There  is  the  law  governing  limited 
liability  companies,  which  my  hon.  friend 
has  dealt  with.  I  think  it  would  not  bo 
wise  that  any  legislation  should  be  intro- 
duced which  would  prove  of  a  vexatious 
character  ;  but  at  the  same  time,  there  is  a 
crying  need  for  legislation  by  way 
of  amendment  of  the  laws  relating 
to  limited  liability  companies.  We 
have  lately  seen  many  prospectuses- 
issued  which  have  been  a  perfect  dis- 
grace to  those  who  sent  them.  Then 
there  is  an  important  Bill  with  regard 
to  technical  and  secondary  education 
which  is  to  come  before  this  House. 
This  is  a  measure  which  I  think  the  vast 
majority  of  Members  are  greatly  in- 
terested in.  I  presume  the  objects  of 
the  Bill  will  be  to  bring  within  the  pro- 
vince of  the  Government  so  important  a 
factor  as  secondary  education ;  and  I 
trust  the  Government  will  have  the  sup- 
port of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  who  has 
done  so  much  for  secondiuy  and  commer^ 
cial  education,  both  by  his  dommission  and 
also  by  his  article  in  the  North  American 
Revieu;  which  has  been  so  widely  read 
There  is  also  a  measure  to  be  introduced 
with  reference  to  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes ;  and  I  believe  the 
whole  of  the  House  will  agree  with  me 
that  this  is  a  very  important  Bill.  It  is 
one  that  demands  our  earnest  attention. 
The  evil  of  overcrowding,  especially  in  the 
North  of  England,  is  great  in  popu- 
lous areas ;  and  the  powers  of  the  local 
authorities  must  be  so  defined  as  will 
lead  to  the  diminution  of  the  evil  in  these 
areas.  It  appears  to  me  that  the 
remedy  is  a  very  simple  one,  and  it  is  very 
desirable  that  the  powers  of  the  lociJ 
authorities  should  be  increased  so  that 
this  crying  evil  shall  be  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  Sir,  with  reference  to  the 
other  Bills,  I  will  not  trouble  the  House 
with  any  remarks.  I  must  ask  you, 
however,  to  bear  with  me  while  I  maJce 
a  few  remarks  with  regard  to  the  war. 
In  the  closing  year  of  a  century  which  has 
been  so  conspicuous  for  the  march  of 
ci\'ili8ation,  and  also  for  the  development 
of  our  moral  and  religious  progress,  it 
seems  to  me  sad  that  we  should  find  our- 
selves involved  in  a  great  war,  especially 
as  but  twelve  months  ago  we  were 
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warmly  welcoming  the  rescript  of  the  Tsar. 
At  the  same  time,  I  believe  the  nation's 
eyes  are  open  at  the  present  moment 
to  the  fact  that  we  are,  as  the  right 
hon.:Gentleman  oppositeaaid  tfaeotherday, 
"engaged  in  a  just  and  necessary  war."  I 
do  not  believe  it  is  a  war  so  much  for  the 
supremacy  of  British  interests  as  it  is  a 
war  for  the  supremacy  of  right  and  the 
suppression  of  wrong.  I  believe,  Sir, 
that  this  war,  which  has  been  so  disas- 
trous hitherto,  will  bear  good  fruit  in  the 
future.  It  was  alleged  not  very  long  ago 
that  this  was  a  war  of  greed  for  territory 
and  lust  for  gold.  I  think  recent  evidence 
has  shown  that  this  was  not  the  case.  I 
verily  believe  that  the  wishes  of  the 
Boers  have  never  been  to  secure  a  peace- 
ful settlement  of  the  difficulty,  but 
to  overthrow  the  dominion  of  the  Queen. 
I  do  not  propose  on  this  occasion 
to  deal  with  any  of  the  criticisms 
which  have  been  hurled  at  the  Grovem- 
ment  over  this  controversy,  because  I  do 
not  consider  it  within  my  province  to  do 
80.  It  is  not  my  duty  to  deal  with  contro- 
versial matters.  I  do  not  speak  for  the 
Government,  but  I  shall  not  be  indulging 
in  any  indiscretion  if  I  state  in  public 
that  the  last  thing  the  Government 
desire  to  do  is  to  conceal  any  know- 
ledge in  reference  to  this  campaign, 
and  if  a  public  inquiry  is  desired  it  will 
certainly  not  be  refused.  It  would  not 
be  withm  my  province,  nor  would  it  be 
wise  for  me  to  speculate  as  to  the  future 
of  South  Africa ;  but  as  the  whole 
policy  of  this  country  has  been  in  the 
direction  of  the  development  of  our  colo 
nies,  close  knit  by  the  closest  tieSj  always 
under  the  national  flag,  I  trust  that  the 
opportunity  will  arise,  when  this  war  has 
been  brought  to  a  conclusion  in  the  only 
way  that  the  nation  will  allow,  when 
peace  has  been  restored,  that  the  same 
olessiBgs  and  advantages  may  be  asswed 
for  all  time  to  all  the  inhabitants  of 
those  unfortunate  territories  whose  only 
bar  to  progress  has  been  that  they  have 
been  denied  that  equity  of  administra- 
tion and  stability  of  rule  which  have  been 
the  crowning  glory  of  every  community 
over  which  our  flag  flies.  Sir,  in  second- 
ing the  Address  I  wish  to  note  that  Her 
Gracious  Majesty  has  expressed  her 
great  gratification  at  the  spontaneous 
loyalty  of  our  colonies  and  the  great 
bravery  of  our  colonial  troops  in  the 
present  stra^Ie.  I  think  that  we,  as  the 
representatives  of  this  nation,  shouJd 

Mr,  R.  P.  Pease. 
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re-echo  that  expression.  We  trust  that 
the  link  which  binds  us  will  be  more 
firmly  welded  together  in  the  future  and 
never  be  broken  ;  and  we  know  that  the 
memory  of  that  spontaneous  loyalty,  self- 
sacrifice  and  devotion  to  Imperial  in- 
terests will  never  die. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 

"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majest/s  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." — {Captain  PreJ^- 
man). 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  am  confident  that 
the  whole  House  will  join  with  me  in 
congratulating  the  two  hon.  Members  on 
the  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged the  duty  imposed  upon  them.. 
The  ability  which  they  have  shown  and 
the  tone  which  they  preserved  were  alike 
worthy  of  all  praise.     The  hon.  and 

fallant  Member  for  the  Woodbridge 
>ivi8ion  of  Suffolk  is  one  whom  we 
always  listen  to  with  admiration  and 
with  such  a  degree  of  pleasure  as  the 
peculiar  character  of  bis  favourite  topic 
allows  us  to  experience.  The  hon.  ajid 
gallant  Gentleman  is  a  past  master  in  the 
law  of  death  duties,  not  an  exhilarating 
topic  at  the  best,  but  now  that  bimetallism 
is  dead  and  gone  the  death  duties  hold 
the  field  above  all  Parliamentary  subjects 
in  point  of  incomprehensibility^  and  I 
hope  that  when  the  hon.  and  ealluit 
Gentleman  next  addresses  us  he  wm  find 
a  theme  of  more  interest  for  the  general 
body  of  Members  of  the  House.  As  re- 
gards the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just 
sat  down,  he  comes  to  us  recommended 
by  the  memory  of  his  father,  for  many 
years  a  respected  Member  of  this  House, 
and  he  has  the  advantage  not  oiUy  q( 
this  inheritance  but  of  the  broader  and 
more  disengaged  view  of  things  which 
comes  from  belonging  to  a  family  which 
is  not  tied  by  any  lazy  uaiformity  of 
politacal  opinion.  The  hon.  Members 
may  be  sure  we  shall  always  be  pleased 
to  welcome  their  intervention  in  our 
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debates.  On  the  gracious  Speech  itself  '  as  might  be  the  nature  of  the  country,  the 
I  will  only  make  this  remark,  that  I  have  '  universal  expectation  was  that  we  should 


seldom  known  so  little  said  in  such  a 
large  number  of  words.  Bat  I  make  no 
complaint  of  it  either  on  the  gi'ound  of 
the  paucity  of  its  topics  or  the  poverty  of 
its  promises  for  legislation.  We  are  in  a 
state  of  war,  and  as  the  war  advances  it 
seems  to  become  more  serious,  more 
anxious,  and  even  more  critical,  and  I 


soon  have  present  in  South  Africa  such  a 
number  of  our  troops  as  to  enable  them 

rapidly  to  advance  into  the  interior 
and  to  clear  the  Queen's  dominions  of 
the  invader.  Ah  I  I  am  afraid  that  our 
expectations  are  greatly  sobered  since 
that  time.  Week  after  wee.k  we  have 
met — I  have  not  the  courage  of  the  hon. 


am  not  surprised  that  the  Government ;  and  gallant  Grentleman,  and  I  hesitate  to 
turned  away  from  the  idea  of  proposing -use  the  word  "reverses" — with  checks 
any  formidable  programme  of  legislative  j  and  disappointments  accompanied  by 
meaemvs.  The  a^irs  of  South  Africa,  ,  deplorable  loss  of  life,  and  now  there  is 
political  and  military,  will  undoubtedly  |  no  apparent  indication  that  we  have 
engage  the  attention  of  this  Paiiifunent  j  advanced  any  practical  step  towards  the 
to  a  very  great  extent,  and  the  modest  I  attainment  of  the  object  in  view.  The 
tale  of  legislative  work  which  is  promised  !  enemy  is  in  occupation  at  this  moment 


to  us — although  I  must  say  there  are 
some  very  remarkable  omissions  from  it 
— will,  I  believe,  suffice  for  the  energies 
of  Parliament  during  this  session.  As 
to  the  measure  promised  for  the  federa- 
tion of  certain  Australian  colonies,  it  will 
be  received  with  the  greatest  satisfaction. 
We  have  long  followed  with  interest  and 
with  hope  the  efforts  made  for  this  great 
and  beneficial  object,  and  U,  after  so  long 
delay,  this  year  sees  that  object  accom- 
plished, I  am  sure  there  will  be  sincere 
rejoicing  on  all  bands.  The  language  of 
the  paragraph  relating  to  India  does  not 
at  aU  exaggerate  either  the  gravity  of  the 
situation  or  the  regret  and  sympathy  for 
the  people  of  India  which  are  universally 
felt  in  this  <x)untry.  That  the  calamity 
of    famine   should   be  superadded 


of  a  larger  extent  of  the  Queen's 
territory  than  he  had  then  over- 
run, and  although  some  of  our  forces 
have  in  certain  quarters  made  consider- 
able advances,  in  every  instance  their 
further  progress  is  stayed  by  the  resist- 
ance of  great  bodies  of  men  in  situations 
all  but  impregnable.  Our  people  have 
been  subjected  during  the  last  three 
months  to  a  most  severe  test  and  trial, 
a  trial,  let  me  say  in  passing,  which  has  not 
been  made  at  all  easier  for  them  by  the 
scrappy  and  imperfect  manner,  in  some 
cases  apparently  the  reluctant  manner, 
and  in  others  the  perplexing  manner, 
with  which  news  has  been  communicated 
to  them.  Now,  it  is  unnecessary,  and  if 
we  wish  to  retain  the  goodwill  of  anybody 
in  the  world  it  is  simuy  most  undesirable. 


to 

the  already  existing  scourge  of  plague  is,  |  that  we  should  pursue  a  practice 
indeed,  a  terrible  misfortune ;  but  we  |  which  we  have  too  often  been  in  the 
must  hope  that  the  measures  taken  by  habit  of  pursuing — namehr,  imputing  to 
the  capable  officers  of  the  Indian  Govern-  {  ourselves  a  larger  share  of  manly  virtues 
ment  will  enable  them  to  cope  with  this  ;  than  our  neighbours  possess.  But  there 
difficulty  and  with  this  great  evil.    The  j  is  one  thing  we  can  do  without  offence  to 


last  of  those  topics  to  which  I  would 
refer  is  the  question  of  Samoa  and  Tonga, 
of  which  I  will  only  say  that  we  shall 
require  further  explanation  of  it  before 
we  can  form  a  judgment  upon  it.  Now 
I  turn  to  that  which  is,  after  all,  the 


anyone — we  may  compare  ourselves  with 
ourselves,  and,  going  back  over  our  long 
history,  as  once  and  again  wtf  have  come 
through  perils  and  disaster  greater  than 
these,  borne  with  courage  and  composure, 
so  now  I  think  we  may  say  that  our 


subject  uppermost  in  our  minds.  It  is  '  people  in  this  instance  and  in  this  severe 
impossible  for  us  to  come  together  to-day  i  ordeal  have  not  fallen  short  of  the  high 
without  contrasting  our  position  now  I  traditions  of  our  nation.  The  courage 
with  the  circumstances  under  which  we  |  and  fortitude  of  the  British  soldier 
parted  at  the  end  of  October.  We  had  I  were  never  more  conspicuous  than 
(hen  only  recently  become  involved  in '  in  this  war,  and  when  I  speak 
this  war  with  the  two  South  African  \  of  his  courage  and  fortitude  1  wish  to 
Republics.    The    earliest    engagements  '  associate  with  him  his  comrades  who  are 


had  been  fought  during  the  brief 
session  of  Parliament,  and,  brave  as  we 
knew  our  foemen  to  be,  and  formidable 


sons  of  the  colonies,  whether  African, 
American,  or  Australian,  and  who  have 
shown    not  only  equal  qualities  of  a 
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military  kind,  but    an  extraordinary 
aptitude  for  the  particular  kind  of  warfare 
in  which  thej  are  engaged.    And,  on  the 
other  hand,   on  their  side  the  British 
people  have  sustained  their  character  by 
the  generally  calm,  equal,  and  determined 
mind  Avhich  they  have  been  able  to  pre- 
serve under  heavy  trials  and  anxieties. 
I  think  it  is  but  right — and  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  eloquently  dis- 
charged his  part  'of  this — it  is  but  right 
that  the  House  of  Commons  should  make 
a  full  and  grateful  recognition  of  these 
facts,  and  we  should  not  do  justice  to  our 
feelings  if  we  did  not  also  express  our 
deep  sorrow  for  the  sufferings  endured  by 
our  gallant  countrymen  in  the  field  and 
by  their  'anxious  relatives  at  home,  and 
also  our  heartfelt  sympathy  with  all  who 
are  moiu'ntng  the  loss  of  those  dear  to 
them.     In  yet  another  matter  I  think 
we  shall  be  all  of  one  mind.    Wo  can  all 
aimreciate  and  admire  the  fine  spirit  of 
gallantry  and  devotion  which  have  led 
numbers  of  our  countrymen  within  the 
last  two  or  three  weeks  to  spontaneously 
offer  their  services  for  the  war.    I  think 
we  shall  have  to  be  informed  of  the 
reasons  which  have    necessitated  this 
unusual  method  of  reinforcing  our  Army 
ill  South  Africa  by  transforming  one  kind 
of  force  into  another  kind  of  force,  and 
by  employing  for  the  puiposes  of  active 
service  at  the  other  side  of  the  world 
members  of   our   domestic  Army  of 
defence.   We  shall  also  probably  be  told 
under  what  authority,  statutory  or  other,  | 
all  this  has  been  done.    But  while  these  | 
are  questions  which  are  natural  and  proper  i 
to  be  asked,  and  Avhile  they  will  neces- 1 
sarily  be  answered,   there  will   lie   no  I 
discord    whatever    in    our    note    of  I 
admiration    for   the   men   themselves  \ 
who    have    answered    to    the    call.  ! 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  said  he 
was  glad  that  he  was  on  common  ground. 
Now,  Sir,  I  wi^  to  keep  on  common 
grouiklas  long  as  possible  between  the 
two  sides  of  the  House,  and  for  a  moment 
more  I  am  able  to  do  so.    I  repeat,  on 
my  own  part  and  on  behalf  of  those  for 
whom   I  am  entitled    to   speak,  our 
readiness  to  support  the  prosecution  of 
this  war  with  vigour  and  with  unstinted 
means,  in  order  that  as  rapidly  as  possible 
the  integrity  of  the  Queen's  dominions 
may  be  vindicated  and  a  successful  issue 
attained.     For  that  piupose  I  imagine 
there  will  be  po  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  addition^  supplies  that  may  prove  to 

Sit  H.  CamjsbeU-Bannerimn. 


be  necessary'.  But  when  I  pass  to 
another  part  of  this  great  subject,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  my  agreement  with  Her 
Majesty's  GJovernment  ceases.  WTien  I 
look  to  the  circumstances  antet^ent  to 
the  war,  when  I  consider  the  conception 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  appear  to 
have  f onned  from  their  vei^  first  acoeesion 
to  office  of  the  proper  spint  in  which  to 
approach  this  great  South  African  problem, 
when  I  contemplate  the  tone  and  temper 
with  which  they  conducted  their  nego- 
tiations not  only  with  the  Transvaal 
Republic  but  with  our  Dutch  fellow- 
subjects  at  the  Cape,  and  when,  further, 
I  see  the  evidence  now  before  us  of  the 
narronness  of  their  provision  of  the 
military  requirements  arising  out  of 
hostilities — hostilities  which  their  policy 
made  possible,  and  which  their  mode  of 
furthering  their  policy  made  probaUe — 
then  I  am  constrained  to  open  condemna- 
tion of  their  administration  of  affairs. 
I  believe  that  this  feeling  is  largely 
shared  in  the  House,  and  that  being 
80  I  am  glad  that  my  noble  friend  near 
me  will  to-night  make  a  motion  which 
will  give  us  all  an  opportunity  t» 
express  and  to  record  our  opinion  on  this- 
moment'OUs  subject.  Now,  let  me  antici- 
pate one  argument  which  possibly  may  be 
used.  We  shall  be  told  that  this  is  not 
the  time  for  criticism.  Are  we  to  be 
told  that  when  we  are  all  patriotically 
united  in  supporting  the  war,  criticism  is 
out  of  place,  and  that  our  objections,  how- 
ever serious,  ought-to  be  deferred  until  the 
war  is  over  t  That  is  a  theory  which  I 
altogether  repudiate  and  dispute.  This- 
is  the  very  time  for  effective  criticisin. 
and  those  of  us  who  wish  to  disclaim  re- 
sponsibility for  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment must  and  ou^ht  to  do  so  now ;  and 
I  need  hardly  pomt  out  that  the  con- 
venient season  of  which  we  hear  so  much 
might  never  occur,  or  when  it  did  come 
the  matter  would  be  stale  and  unprofit- 
able. An  ingenious  friend  of  mine,  well 
known  to  everyone  in  the  House,  referring 
to  this  subject  the  other  day,  describea 
to  me  the  sort  of  thing  that  would  pro- 
bably  occur.  In  a  homely  metaphor  he 
spoke  of  it  as  "mustard  after  dinner."  t 
am  bound  to  say  that  although  this  theory 
is  urged  strongly  in  the  press  and  else- 
where on  the  supporters  of  the  Govern- 
ment, those  supporters  are  in  this  matter, 
as  I  suspect  they  often  are  in  other 
matters,  more  loyal  than  the  King.  I 
must  admit  that  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
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opposite,  so  far  from  deprecating  criticism, 
bare  openly  invited  it. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Baijour,  Man- 
chester, £.)  :  Hear,  hear. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEEMAN  : 
In  this  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  acted 
in  accordance  with  opinions  which  he 
expressed  many  years  ago.  I  have  found 
some  language  of  his — and  by  quoting  it 
I  pay  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
peatest  compliment  I  can  pay  him ;  it 
IS  no  tu  qtwquey  but,  on  the  contrary,  it 
shows  how  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
preserres  an  even  mind  in  this  matter — 
in  the  report  of  a  debate  almost  exactly 
analogous  to  this.  It  was  in  187S.  Does 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  object  1 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tm 
TOE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W^.:  Oh,  no. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Does  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  object  to 
it  as  being  too  recent  or  too  far  bock  1  I 
will  give  him  the  choice  of  the  evils. 
These  are  the  words  used  by  him  in 
187&— 

"Some  hon.  Members  have  invented  a  con- 
venient Uieory  by  which  opposition  is  silenced 
in  the  presence  of  foreign  complicationB.  If 
we  attmipt  discussion  Mfore  war  breaks  oat 
we  are  hamperiog  the  Government  in  ne^tia- 
tiiHicand  endangering  peace.  If  we  wait  till 
the  war  is  upon  os,  then  it  is  said  that  in  an 
unpatriotic  way  we  aiB  dividing  the  conntry 
in  the  presence  of  the  memy  ;  while  if  we 
postpoDe  dtBcnssion  until  the  war  is  over,  we 
ue  told  we  are  guilty  of  futile  faolt-tindiug 
ud  tuiDeceRsar>'  retrospection.  The  thin^,  in 
fact,  comes  to  ttiia — that  it  ifi  not  the  basiness 
of  Uie  HouBO  of  Commons  or  the  people  to  ex- 
press an  opinion  on  foreign  alfaira.  Thia 
should  be  left  to  the  responsible  advisers  of  the 
Crown." 

That  is  a  complete  answer  to  all  those 
tirades  in  the  newspapers  challenging  our 
conduct  to  which  we  have  been  ac- 
customed, and  I  quote  it  because  it  shows 
how  consistent  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
can  Iw  when  he  chooses.  Now,  Sir, 
baring  dispcsod  of  that  jneliminary 
objection,  luid  looking  back  over  the  4| 
years  during  which  the  present  Grovem- 
mcDt  have  had  charge  of  this  matter— 4^ 
years  which  I  cannot  think  they  them- 
selves can  contemplate  with  much  pride, 
and  which     certainly     have  not  yet 


culminated  in  a  triumph,  looking  back 
upon  them — I  find  that  the  key-note  of  the 
whole  hist<Hy  is  to  be  found  in  the  phrase 
used  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Membei* 
i  for  East  Fne  a  few  weeks  i^o,  when  he 
I  said  that  the  negotiations  were  poisoned 
I  by  suspicion.    1  will  not  go  into  the 
circumstances  which  may  have  created,  if 
they  did  not  fully  justify,  the  intense 
suspicion  which  the  Boers  entertained  of 
designs  against  their  independence.  I  mere- 
i  ly  state  the  fact  that  the  -  suspicion  existed 
!  and  exists.    Surely  that  is  indisputable. 
[  It  has  become  a  suspicion,  not  so  much 
j  against  us,  not  so  much  agunst  our 
'  Government,  not  so  much  even  against 
I  the  Imperial  authorities  at  the  Cape,  as- 
j  against  certun  powexful  personageB  who 
I  are  supposed  to  be  extremely  influential 
i  in  this  matter,  and  who,  either  in  pursuit 
'  of  their  own  personal  pecuniary  advantage 
j  or  in  following  some  ambitious  scheme,, 
did  desire  to  break  in  upon  the  integrity 
'  and  independence  of  the  South  African 
1  Republic.    The  Boers  were  right  if  they 
I  did  not  direct  their  suspicions  in  a  great 
I  degree  against  tbe  people  of  this  country,. 
I  because  the  mass  of  onlinary  Englishmen 
had  no  desire  to  take  either  an  inch  of 
I  their  territory  or  an  item  of  their  libertieB 
I  from  them.    The  ordinary  Englishmaa 
I  wished  to  see  the  States  and  colonies  of 
j  South  Africa  living  in  harmony  and 
j  peace  among  themselves.    But  no  one 
I  can  deny  that  the  Boers  had  ground  for 
suspicion  from  the  quarter  to  which  they 
mainly  directed  their  attention.  Who 
can  doubt.  Sir,  that  the  wise  course  for  a 
Minister  to  take  was  to  avoid  every 
step  that  could  possibly  aggravate  or 
encourage  that  suspicion,  to  duclaim  not 
only  connivance  in  or  knowledge  of  any 
designs  against  their  independence,  but 
to  disclaim  approbation  of  or  sympathy 
with  the  authors  of  those  designs,  and 
thus  to  pave  the  way  to  a  better  under- 
standing 1   Why  should  we  take  so  much 
I  trouble,  why  should  we  go  out  of  our  way,. 
!  why  should  we  go  almost  any  length  in 
[  order  to  establish  more  confident  relations 
j  with  the  Boer  Republic  1    I  have  often 
;  heard  them  spoken  of  as  a  little  State 
j  on  our  borders,  in  some  degree,  more 
I  or  less,  independent,  with  which  we 
,  were  unfortunately  engaged  in  oontro- 
i  versy,  but  whose  friendship  was  not,  after 
!  all,  very  material  to  us.    But  that  is  a 
'  total  mistake.    This  is  a  commiuiity  not 
I  only  with  a  racial  affinity  to  our  own 
I  fellow  subjects,  but  almost  in  solidarity 
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with  them  by  reason  of  intermarriage  and 
constant  intercommunication.  Seeing 
that,  as  it  has  been  well  said,  the  Dutch 
and  the  English  must  live  together  at  the 
Cape,  surefy  the  first  thing  to  do  is  to 
take  this  root  of  bitterness  away  from 
among  them.     My  complaint  against  the 
right  non.  Gentleman  is  that,  so  far  from 
thia   evil  having  been  mitigated  under 
bis  guidance,    it    has    actually  been 
materially  increased.    I  have  referred  to 
the  dictuin~a,nd  a  very  wise  dictum — that 
the  Dutch  and  English  must  live  together 
at  the  Cape,  and  even  after  your  negotia- 
tions and  after  your  war,  whatever  the 
result  may  be,  they  must  live  together. 
But  there  are  other  grounds  on  which  I 
cuinot  give  my  confidence  to  the  right  | 
hon.  (Gentleman,  and  again  I  invoke  the  i 
ordinary  Englishman  who  may  be  taken  I 
as  expressing  in  a  complete   form  the  | 
national  conscience  and  to  some  extent 
the  national  intelligence,   and  I  affirm 
that,  whatever  his  feelings  may  be  at  this 
moment  with  the  war  upon  us,  in  quiet 
times  the  ordinary  Englishman  has  no 
desire  whatever   that  men  of  British  | 
descent  should  lord  it  over  men  of  Dutch  | 
descent,  and  he  has  just  as  little  desire  , 
that  men  of  Dutch  descent  should  lord  it  | 
over  men  of  En^ish  descent.    That  the  ! 
Imperial  authonty  should  be  maintained  i 
as  the   supreme  authority  we  are  all 
agreed.    But  in  the  individual  States  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  and  their 
supporters    have   found    a    most  con- 
venient formula  in  talking  of  equal  rights 
for  white  men.      Well,  I  am  glad  to 
find  the  party  opposite  are  so  anxious 
■for  equal  rights    among    white  men. 
When  they  have  done  with  it  in  South 
Africa  perhaps  they  will  kindly  transfer 
that  doctrine  to  this  country,  where 
there  are  many  instances  in  which  it 
could  be  applied.    But  the  value  of  equal 
rights  for  white  men,  when  you  have 
attained  them,  depends  very  much  upon 
the  way  in  which  they  are  used ;  and  I 
find   now   that   the   organs   of  public 
opinion  in  South  Africa  which  have  sup- 
ported and  incited  the  policy  of  the 
"Government  from  the  first  are  hinting  at 
the  suspension  of  the  Constitution  of 
Gape  Colony.     Why  ?     Because  the 
Dutch  have  a  majority  in  it.  They 
claim  openly— I  have  read  articles  and 
letters  to  that  effect — that  when  the  ar- 
rangements after  a  successful  war  are 
made  there  should  be  some  re-arrange- 
ment of  the  boundaries,  or  in  some  other 

Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannerman. 


way  a  contrivance  should  be  made  which 
would  secure  them  from  such  a  catas- 
trophe in  the  future  as  a  Dutch  majority 
at  uie  Cape.  Do  not  let  it  be  supposed 
for  a  moment  that  I  do  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  the  dishonour  of  supposing 
that  they  have  any  personal  sympathy 
with  any  such  monstrous  proposals  as 
these,  but  I  assert  that  their  policy  has 
been  infected  by  this  spirit,  and  that  too 
little  consideration  has  been  shown  from 
first  to  last  with  the  loyal  Dutch  in  the 
colony,  whose  good  faith  and  friendliness 
have  been  put  to  a  strain  beyond  all 
measure ;  and  also  I  say  that  under  the 
regime  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Ministers  of  Cape  Colony,  who  are  as 
much  Ministers  of  the  Queen  as  he 
is,  have  been  treated  with  a  cool- 
ness little  calculated  to  allay  doubts  and 
fears,  and  also  little  calculated  to  retain 
that  good  feeling  which  is  essential,  not 
only  for  good  government  generally,  but 
especially  for  any  satisfactory  settlement 
of  the  future  of  South  Africa.  Sir,  I 
have  thought  it  right  frankly  to  give  these 
broad  indications  of  two  of  the  principal 
grounds  upon  which  I  say  I  am  opposed 
to  the  general  poUcy  of  Her  Majesty  s 
Gk>vemment.  But  I  am  well  aware  that 
this  is  not  the  part  oi  the  subject  which 
I  the  public  cares  most  about  just  now.  It 
!  is  the  war,  the  course  of  the  war,  and  the 
I  provision  made  for  the  effective  prosecu- 
'  tion  of  the  war,  in  which  the  country  k 
;  interested  at  this  moment.  Now,  in 
regard  to  these  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
I  obtaining  much  insight  into  the  Minis- 
I  terial  mind  when  Parliunent  was  sitting 
;  in  October,  but  the  recess,  with  its 
speeches,  has  brought  us  enli^tenment, 
'  and  we  hare  gone  on  from  astonishment 
;  to  astonishment.  It  would  beinteresling 
I  to  trace,  if  we  could,  the  phases  of  feeling 
I  and  of  opinion  in  the  Ministerial  mind  as 
j  disclosed  by  what  we  have  been  told 
;  during  the  recess.  To  begin  with,  there 
]  is  the  initial  and  rudimentary  question— 
,  Was  there  to  be  war  at  all  ?  It  is  now 
said  that  war  was  inevitable.  That  is 
obviously  an  ex  jml  facto  opinion.  Some 

■  right  hon.  Gentlemen  object  to  being 
,  sfKldled  with  an  afterthought,  so  I  will 

express  very  much  the  same  thing  in  a 
;  more  format  manner.  If  it  was  not  an 
!  fz  post  facto  opinion  they  would  be  hope- 

■  lessly  condemned,  because  if,  durii^  last 
summer,  they  thought  war  was  inevitable, 
and  yet  thoy  went  on  with  their  negotia- 

'  tions  in  the  way  they  did,  and  pursued 
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them  in  the  manner  they  did,  then  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say,  putting  aside  alto- 
gether the  disrespectful  maimer  in  which 
they  treated  this  House  and  the  country, 
that'  they  ought  on  that  hypothesis  to  be 
hurled  from  power.  Ko,  they  did  not 
know  it ;  they  could  not  have  known  it. 
Then  did  they  look  upon  the  war  as 
probable  t  What  I  say  of  that  is,  that  i 
there  was  nothing  whatever  in  the  i 
merits  of  the  question  with  which  they  ; 
were  dealing  in  their  controversy  with  i 
the  Transvaal  in  which  could  be  found  a  | 
rasu,-i  belli,  and  if  there  was  no  reason  for 
war,  equally  there  was  no  reason  for 
special  military  preparations.  I  do  not 
think  this  will  be  denied,  because  there  is 
sorely  no  one  who  says  we  ought  to  have 
gone  to  war  on  the  question  of  seven  or 
five  years  residence  before  you  could 
acquire  the  right  of  enfranchisement  in 
the  South  African  Republic.  I  put 
that  aside  from  the  principle  altogether. 
Therefore  there  was  nothing  to  justify 
war,  and  nothing  to  justify  preparations 
for  war.  That  is  a  thing  which  in  the 
course  of  last  summer  I  repeated  two  or 
three  times.  I  hold  the  opinion  still.  But 
if  I  was  careful  to  say  what  I  did  as  to 
preparations  for  war — that  there  was 
nothing  to  justify  it  then— tfie  reason 
was  that  I  wished,  if  possible,  to  stop  the 
practice  which  the  Government  were 
pursuing  of  sending  out  week  after  week 
small  detachments  of  men,  small  driblets 
of  force,  which  were  certain  to  spoil  their 
negotiations  and  lead  to  irritation,  certain 
to  throw  doubt  and  discredit  upon  their 
professions  of  a  sincere  desire  for  a  peace- 
ful issue,  and  yet  were  ludicrously  insuffi- 
cient, altsolutely  futile,  idle,  trivial,  and 
trumpery  if  they  were  intended  to  lend  ; 
any  substantial  strength  to  the  garrisons 
of  the  colony.  If  the  object  of  the 
Grovoiiiment  in  sending  out  these  smtdl 
forces  week  after  week  was  to  give 
strength  to  the  colony,  then  all  I  can  say 
is  that  they  must  have  known,  or  if  they 
did  not  know  they  ought  to  have  known, 
for  they  had  the  means,  and  they  alone 
had  the  means  of  knowing,  that  it  was  a 
perfectly  ludicrous  measure  to  take  from 
that  point  of  view.  And,  therefore,  we  are 
driven  to  the  conclusion  that  all  they  did 
was  done  with  a  view  to  frightening  and 
coercing  the  Boers  into  submission.  A 
more  ludicrous  conception  of  their 
antagonists  and  a  more  complete  miscal- 
culation of  the  case  we  have  never  seen 
in  any  history.   If,  on  this  point  of 


escaping  war,  the  Government's  idea  was, 
and  I' believe  it  was,  that  they  could 
frighten  the  Boers,  and  that  the  Boers 
did  not  really  wish,  and  were  not  really 
ready,  to  go  to  war,  then  I  'should  like  to 
know  who  advised  them  in  that  matter,^ 
and  who  was  it  from  whom  only  they 
could  derive  that  impression.  Was  it 
our  official  representatives  in  any  part  of 
the  Cape,  or  was  it  again  those  evil 
geniuses  who  have  been  hanging  behind 
them  all  along,  and  to  whose  influence 
and  advice  we  believe  they  were  too 
ready  to  listen  1  We  find  that  they  were 
wrong  08  to  the  war,  because  they 
thou^t  that  there  would  be  no  war,  and 
there  is  war.  That  is  quite  sufficient. 
They  were  wrong  in  their  expectations. 
Then  the  next  question  which  arose  was 
this,  If  it  comes  to  war,  with  whom  shall 
we  have  to  fight  1  Early  in  October  there 
was  a  day  of  sad  surprise  for  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  when  he  opened  his 
morning  newspaper— if  he  ever  does  open 
his  morning  newspaper — and  was  obliged 
to  exclaim,  "  What  an  extraordinary 
thing.  The  Orange  Free  State  are  join- 
ing the  Boers.  I  should  have  sooner  ex- 
pected a  declaration  of  war  from  Switzer- 
land ! "  Sir,  what  a  frame  of  mind ;  what 
an  estimate  of  known  iacta ;  and  what  a 
depth  of  false  information  does  this  dis- 
close ! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  That  is  not 

my  opinion. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
If  it  is  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
opinion,  he  has  very  much  misled  every- 
body who  has  read  his  speeches.  It  is  a 
great  part  of  the  case  put  forward  by  the 
Government  that  they  did  not  expect  the 
Free  State  would  go  to  war.  I  say,  first 
of  all,  there  was  the  fact  of  the  treaty  of 
alliance  between  the  two  States,  as  to  which 
there  was  no  secret ;  but,  putting  that 
formal  instrument  aside,  what  is  the  case  ? 
The  Government  of  the  Free  State  had 
always  been  anxious  to  maintain  peace,, 
and  they  had  exerted  themselves  with  the 
greatest  energy  and  ability  in  endeavour- 
ing to  assist  to  a  peaceful  solution  of  the 
difficulty  between  us  and  the  Transraal. 
But  if  it  came  to  a  war  in  which  the 
independence  of  the  Boer  Bepablic  was 
to  he  staked,  aput  altogether  from  the 
question  of  blood  affinity  and  the  almost 
interchangeable  character  of  the  two  com- 
munities, is  it  not  natural  that  the  Govern- 
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ment  of  the  Free  State  would  say,  "  How 
i^hall  we  be  Jeft  when  this  ends  in  the 
loss  of  their  independence  by  the  Boer 
Republic  1  We  shall  find  ourselves  one 
-sohtary  State  in  South  Africa,  to  be  the 
jiext  prey  to  the  machinations  of  the  very 
men  to  whom  the  Boers  are  now  falling 
wictims  "  1  So  far  from  being  a  cause  for 
surprise,  that  was  a  most  natural  con- 
clusion for  them  to  come  to.  Their 
decision  was  one  which  I  for  one  greatly 
<Jeplored,  but  which  at  least  caused  me  no 
eurprise  whatever.  On  this  subject  I  can 
^uote  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
the  opinion  expressed  by  a  most  shrewd 
observer  a  few  years  ago,  who  was  ex- 
plaining what  he  thought  it  was  reason- 
able to  expect  in  the  case  of  a  war 
between  the  Boers  and  ourselves  in  South 
Africa.    He  said — 

"Lord  Salisbiirj  no  doubt  has  been  con- 
Kintent.  He  was  m  favour  of  the  war  in  Zulu- 
land.  He  was  in  favour  of  the  annexation  of 
the  Transinal.  He  was  in  favour  of  maintain- 
ing the  occnpation  of  that  country  bv  force, 
even  after  it  liad  become  apparent  that  the 
■annexation  itHelf  had  been  made  on  false 
.information.  If  the  Orange  Free  State  had, 
aa  would  most  proltably  have  been  the  case, 

i'oined  with  the  Transvaal  Boern,  no  doubt 
iOrd  Salisbniy  wonld  have  declared  war  n^n 
it  too,  and  if  then  the  whole  Dutch  popolation 
•of  the  Cape  Iiad  risen  Lord  Salistmry  would 
have,  with  a  light  heart,  led  thiK  conntiy  into 
4i  war  more  tterioua  in  its  eon8equenc<)H,  more 
■certain  to  be  fruitless  of  good  results,  than  any 
war  in  which  we  have  b^n  eufiaged  since  we 
tried  to  compel  the  all^^nce  of  uie  American 
colonies." 

If  the  First  Loi-d  of  the  Treasury  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  wished  to  form  a 
judgment  on  what  would  be  the  probable 
action  of  the  Free  State  they  should  have 
read  some  of  the  earlier  speeches  of  Mr. 
Chamberlain.  Now,  again  I  say,  if  the 
■Government  did  not  expect  that  the  Free 
•State  would  join  the  Boers  against  us, 
who  advised  uiem  to  that  effect  J  Whose 
■opinion  was  it  on  which  they  formed 
their  judgment  ?  Well,  Sir,  it  comes  to 
this,  that  the  Government  were  mistaken 
jis  to  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  they  were 
mistaken  as  to  our  antagonists  in  the  war. 
Let  us  now  see  if  they  were  more  accurate 
in  their  foresight  with  regard  to  the  re- 
■quirements  for  the  war.  Sir,  the  outside 
world,  in  which  I  include  all  persons  not 
in  the  inner  circle  of  officialdom,  were 
startled  I  beyond  measure  when  they 
found  what  the  enormous  military 
strengUi  of  the  Boers  was.  There  are 
•controversies  on  this  subject  as  to  the 
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time  during  which  and  the  purposes  for 
which  those  great  armaments  were  re- 
quired. But  at  present  I  put  those  con- 
troversies on  one  side,  because  I  am 
dealing  ^vith  the  fact  only  that  those 
armaments  did  exist.  We  see  the  number 
of  men  that  they  can  put  into  the  field  ; 
we  see  the  abundance  and  excellence  of 
the  munitions  of  war,  the  military 
weapons,  both  great  and  small,  which 
they  have  accumulated.  The  point  I 
wish  to  push  is,  was  the  Giovernment 
aware  or  not,  say  in  the  middle  of 
last  summer,  of  these  great  military 
resources  of  the  Boers  ?  Had  the 
Intelligence  Department  of  the  War 
Office  information  on  the  subject  ?  Did 
they  know  how  |  many  combatants  the 
Boers  could  count  upon ;  did  they  know 
of  all  the  modem  guns  from  Essen  and 
Crensot,  the  Mauser  rifles,  and  so  forth  t 
I  should  be  ranch  surprised  if  the  Intelli- 
gence Department  ot  the  War  Office, 
which  is  mannetl  by  capable  oflicorB  and 
is  always  active  and  alert,  did  not  know 
and  was  not  in  possession  of  the  whole 
of  this  information  in  great  detail.  There 
was  nothing  of  a  surreptitious  character 
about  the  acquirement  of  these  munitions 
of  war.  I  hRve  I>een  told— I  cannot 
vouch  for  the  correctness  of  it— that  some 
of  these  great  guns  of  which  we  stand  f^o 
much  in  awe  now  were  actually  landed  in 
Cape  Town  and  passed  up  through  the 
streets  of  Cape  To\n\  on  their  way  to 
Pretoria.  That  was  not  surreptitioiaj^ 
But  at  all  events  we  had  our  agents, 
military  and  civil,  on  the  spot,  and  I 
should  be  altogether  surprised  if  I  am  in- 
formed that  the  Intelligence  Department 
of  the  War  Office  did  not  know  every  fact 
about  them.  It  would  be  a  serious  matter 
if  they  did  not.  We  may  almost  take  it 
as  certain  that  they  did  :  but  I  ask  the  ques  ■ 
tion.  Well,  then,  did  the  Intelligence  De- 
putment  communicate  this  information  to 
the  Commander-in-Chief  t  Did  he  duly 
convey  it  to  the  Seci^tary  of  State  1  Did 
the  Secretary  of  State  dutifully  submit  it 
to  the  Cabinet  Committee  of  Defence — 
that  Aulic  Council  which  the  present 
Government  has  set  up  for  the  purpose  of 
overriding  the  decisions  of  the  Secretary* 
of  State  for  War  and  watering  down  his 
responsibility  ?  The  supreme  apex  of  this 
i  hierarchical  eilitice  is  the  Duke  of  I>evon- 
I  shire.  Did  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
I  receive  the  information  and  snatch  a  few 
I  moments  from  his  educational  functions 
in  order  to  communicate  it  to  his  col- 
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league,  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  was  j  these  two  pleas,  which  answer  each  other, 
busy  at  that  moment  putting  as  many  {  The  third  plea  is  that  the  Government 
pin  pricks  as  he  could  into  the  letters  and  *  hoped  that  a  settlement  of  the  franchise 
speeches,  with  the  help  of  which  he  was  question  would  tide  over  the  year,  and 
conducting  his  negotiations  with  the  then  at  the  end  of  the  year — he  did  not 
Transvaal  Government  1  But  if  the  Lord  tell  us  what  would  occur ;  he  left  us  quite 
President  did  not  receivi;  the  iuformation,  in  the  dark,  but  at  the  end  of  the 
where  did  it  stop  in  that  hierarchical  i  year  the  Boers  would  lie  weaker 
chain  which  I  have  described  ?  That  is  a  .  and  we  should  be  stronger.  But  the 
plain  question  which  requires  a  plain  ,  last  plea  to  which  I  will  refer  is  the  most 
answer,  and  I  hope  we  ahall  have  one.  '  astounding  and  the  least  admissible  nf 
Again,  it  is  a  matter  of  common  report  j  all ;  it  is  the  perfectly  baseless  plea — and 
that  General  Butler,  Commander  of  the  to  my  astonishment  the  Secrctniy  for  the 
Forces  in  South  Africa,  sent  home  a  Colonies  joins  in  it — that  if  the  Govem- 
minute,  or  despatch,  or  some  document  i  ment  had  come  to  the  House  of  Ooni- 
in  which  he  sot  forth  his  view  of  the  '  mons  and  had  propose<l  an  adequate 
aititary  situation,  of  the  forces  required  |  strengthening  of  the  garrison  they  woulil 
CO  be  employed,  an4  the  disposition  .  not  lutve  had  the  support  of  the  House  of 
which  should  be  given  to  that  force;  Sir  {  Commons.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  Shame  :] 
W.  Butler  is  an  excellent  soldier,  and  '  I  give  to  that  assertion  the  flattest 
also  he  is  a  man  who,  in  previous  years,  ^  contradiction.  I  say  that  I'ight  hon. 
had  acquired  a  familial'  acquaintance  with  '  Gentlemen  opposite  are  not  entitled 
South  Africa.  He  was  recalled  and  \  to  impute  either  to  us  of  the  Opposition 
covered  with  obloquy,  because  it  was  |  or  to  their  own  followers,  who  were  ex- 
believed  he  had  been  runniiig  counter  to  i  pressly  included  in  the  imputation,  any 
the  polity  of  the  tight  hon.  Gentleman.    '  such  conduct.    If  they  had  come  to  the 

House  of  Commons  and  had  given  us, 
Mr.  T.  M.  HKAIjY  (Louth,  N.) :  Be-  j  who  were  entirely  ignorant  of  it,  an 
eaose  he  was  an  Irish  gentlenutn  and  a  '  adequate  idea  of  the  great  dispropoi'tion 
Catholic.  I  between  the  military  strength  of  the 

I  Boers  and  the  sanisons  and  defences  of 
Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : ;  the  colonies,  and  had  asked  for  powei's, 
Will  these  papers  of  his  be  produced  1  \  they  would  have  recei\  ed  those  powers 
Sir,  we  are  entitled  to  demand  that  they  ,  from  this  House.    If  they    had  not 
shall  be  produced,  and  no  excuse  of  the  ;  received  them  it  would  have  been  their 
<U8tom  of  the  service  or  any  excuse  of  ^  clear  duty,  in  the  interests  of  the  Empire 
that  kind   will  avail,  for  it  is  to  the  i  and  of  the  colonists,  of  those  men  tn 
interest  of  the  country  that  the  truth  |  whom   the   hon.   and  gidlant  Member 
«hould  be  known.    Now,  on  this  question  '  opposite  very  properly  refen-ed,  the  in- 
<rf  the  military  resources  of  the  Boers  and  habitants  of  Natal,  who  have  suftered  so 
the  steps  taken  hy  the  Government  to  much  from  the  war —in  the  interests  of 
meet  them,  the  ^irst  Loixl  of  the  Treasury  ^  all  these  they  were  lx>und,  in  order  to 
has  been,  as  we  might  well  expect,  most  j  show  that  when  they  could  not  discharge 
fotile  in  explanatiaos.    The  first  plea  of  their  duty  they  failed  to  fulfil  their  posi- 
the  First  Lord  to  which  I  will  refer  vras  '  tion — they  were  bound  to  resign  their 
that  the  Government  knew  no  more  than  ;  oflSce.    But  here,  by  the  use  of  this  plea 
"the  man  in  the  street,''  on  which  I  — babemiin  conjUentniireiim — we  have  them 
would  only  say— and  it  is  a  suificient !  confessing  that  which  wo  are  seeking  to 
rejdy— that  if  that  were  so  it  means  a  [  know,  whether  it  is  true  or  not — that,  for 
grave  neglect  of  duty  on  the  part  of  the  fear  of  Parliamentary  complications  and 
uovemmont,  a  grave  neglect   of  the  j  difficulties,  they  were  content  to  leave 
means  and  appliances  for  information  the  colonies  mth  this  gi-eat  avalanche  of 
with  which  they  are  furnished.    But  he  Boer  power  impending  over  them.  But 
has  another  plea,  which  is  that  they  not  only  m,  they  chose  that  particular 
knew  of  the  de\*elopment  of  the  military  moment  to  enter  iipon  and  push  with 
strength  of  the  Boers,  hut  that  they  could  great  acerbity  a  controversy  with  the 
not  venture  to  remonstrate  with  them  Boer  Government  which    was  almost 
because  of  the  mifortunate  Jameson  raid,  certain -to  start  the  avalanche,  just  as  a 
which  furnished  the  excuse  and  pretext  pistol  shot  will  start  an  avalanche  in  the 
for  them.    I  leave  the  House  to  reconcile  Alps,  and  which  has,  as  a  matter  of  fact, 
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brought  the  avalanche  down.  I  think  I 
have  dealt  with  the  leading  excuses  and 
pleas,  and  I  think  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  will  find  it  necessary  to  give 
some  explanation  more  consistent  and 
reasonable  than  he  has  yet  been  able  to 
offer  to  us.  I  have  only  a  few  more 
words  to  say,  and  they  will  take  the  form, 
as  a  good  deal  of  what  I  have  been  saying 
has  taken  the  form,  of  questions,  and  they 
have  regard  to  the  actual  conduct  of  the 
war.  I  was  delighted,  everyone  was 
delighted,  to  find  that  certain  members  of 
the  Government  qualified  to  speak  said,  in 
effect, that  the generalswere  to  haveafree 
hand.  I  never  eicpected  that  the  home 
Government  or  any  members  of  it  would 
interfere  with  any  general  in  the  field, 
lliey  knew  better.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  spoken  of  the  "entangle- 
ment" of  Ladysmith.  Now  that  is  a 
remarkable  and  significiuit  word.  It  is 
not  "accident,"  not  "disappointment," 
not  even  "  embarrassment, '  but  "  en- 
tanglement." We  are  entangled  when 
taken  hold  of  by  something  which  against 
our  will  and  intention  prevents  our 
freedom  of  movements.  What  anyone 
can  see  is  that  the  position  •  of  Sir  G. 
White  with  a  large  force  at  Ladysmith 
has  had  a  most  important  effect— I  will 
not  use  any  stronger  word — upon  the 
campaign ;  that  it  has  had  the  effect  of 
altering  altogether  the  original  plan  of 
military  operations.  We  are  aware  from 
the  despatch  of  Sir  G.  White  that  the 
occupation  of  Glencoe  and  Dundee  was 
determined  upon  under  the  advice  and  at 
t^e  instance  of  the  civil  Governor  of 
Natal,  and  I  wish  to  ask,  in  the  first 
place,  was  that  so,  and  was  that  step 
taken  after  consultation  in  any  way  with 
authorities  at  home  1  Was  it  sanctioned 
by  the  Government  at  home,  and  was  the 
sanction  of  military  authorities  at  home 
received  before  a  conclusion  was  arrived 
atl  Then  I  wish  to  ask,  sooondly, 
whether  the  accumulation  ot  stores  at 
Ladysmith  and  the  detention  of  a  large 
body  of  troops  there  were  in  any  degree 
subject  to  similar  influence  ?  My  last 
question  is  whether  it  was  of  his  own 
accord  and  on  purely  military  grounds 
that  Sir  Bedvers  Buller  himself  abandoned 
his  original  intention  and  went  to  Natal, 
taking  a  large  force  with  him  1  I  need 
hardly  say  that,  while  there  should  be 
desire  in  time  of  war  to  leave  generals 
free  to  obey  their  own  judgment  yet  if 
there  are  extraordinary  reasons  for  iutei^ 

£itr  H.  Cam^ell  Bannerrtian. 


fering  with  that  freedom,  then  the  inter- 
ference had  better  come  from  the'resptm- 
sible  Government  at  home  than  take  place 
on  the  opinions  and  views  of  a  colonial 
Government.  Now  1  have  concluded 
what  I  have  to  say,  and  I  trust  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  will  pardon  my  many 
questions,  thoiuh  I  cannot  expect  uni- 
versal or  generu^  concurrence  in  the  riewa 
I  have  expressed.  I  have  merely  stated 
my  own  views  on  certain  points,  but  I 
believe  there  are  many  of  these  questions 
I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  raise  which 
the  whole  country  expected  would  be 
raised,  and  the  whole  country  awaits  the 
answers  with  anxiety. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  far  from 
complaining.  Sir,  either  of  the  number  of 
questions  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
put  to  me,  the  character  of  those  qu^ions, 
or  the  tone  in  which  he  put  them,  uid  I 
propose  to  deal  with  those  questions,  if 
the  House  will  allow  me,  at,  I  hope,  not 
inadequate  length.  Before,  however,  I 
come  to  the  main  part  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  attack,  for  attack  ic  was,  I 
join  with  him  in  congratulating  my  two 
hon.  friends  behind  me  upon  the  skill  and 
success  with  which  they  have  carried  out 
the  difficult  and  delicate  task  entrusted 
to  them.  The  task  is  always  difficult 
and  always  delicate,  and  when  the  House 
j  meets  in  so  grave  a  position  of  jmblic 
I  affairs  and  in  an  inevitable  mood  of 
I  sadness  brought  about  by  the  loss  of  so 
many  valuable  lives,  a  heavier  burden  is 
thrown  upon  the  mover  and  seconder  of 
the  Address  than  on  an  ordinary  occasion. 
My  two  hon.  friends,  while  not  refusing 
to  touch  adequately  our  programme  of 
legislation,  have  in  the  main  confined 
their  attention  to  that  single,  all-absorbing 
topic  of  which  each  one  of  us,  ana 
certainly  not  least  Her  Majesty's  Goveni- 
ment,  think  day  and  ni^t — I  mean  the 
war.  The  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
following,  and  rightly  following,  their 
example,  was  occupied  with  the  same 
great  theme,  and  to-night  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled by  the  turn  the  debate  has  taken 
to  dwell  upon  criticisms  upon  what  has 
happened  before  I  turn  to  the  more 
absorbing  topic  of  what  still  remains  to 
be  done.  But  if  I  dwell,  in  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  chiefly  on  the 

rist  and  say  nothing  about  the  future, 
hope  the  House  wiU  not  think  on  that 
account  that  we,  the  Government,  are  not 
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far  more  concerned  with  that  future  than 
we  are  with  any  mere  party  conflict  in 
this  House,  or  with  the  task  of  defending 
ourselves  against  a  criticism  which,  I 
Tanture  to  think,  is  singulurly  unfiur  in 
its  character,  but  which,  whether  unfair 
or  not,  does  little  harm  to  those  against 
whom  it  is  directed ;  and,  if  it  did  do 
harm,  that  harm  would  be  insignificant, 
immaterial,  negligible  in  comparison  with 
the  great  national  issue  we  are  called 
upon  to  face.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman, 
in  a  sentence  which  began  with  the  true 
patriotic  ring,  told  us  that  he  and  those 
for  whom  he  speaks  were  determined  to 
support  the  war  by  every  means  in  their 
power,  so  long — as  I  understood  him — so 
long  as  that  war  was  confined  to  driving 
invaders  from  Her  Majesty's  dominions. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEBMAN: 
The  words  I  used  were  that  we  would 
support  the  war,  the  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  war,  or  something  to  that  effect, 
in  order  as  i-apidly  as  possible  to  vindi- 
cate the  integrity  of  the  Queen's  dominions 
and  attain  a  successful  issue. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BAT.FOUR ;  I  am  glad  I 
gave  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  an  oppor- 
tunity of  repeating,  and  of  repeating  so 
far  as  my  memory  goes,  with  perfect 
accuracy,  that  somewhat  cryptic  but  most 
important  announcement  of  policy.  The 
right  hon.  Grentloman,  as  obviously  he 
was  bound  to  do,  carefully  considered  the 
terms  in  which  that  announcement  was 
made,  and  I  think  he  was  right.  I 
interpret  it,  and  I  think  the  country  will 
[ffobably  mterpret  that  announcement,  as 
indicating  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
promises  his  support  shoold  he  be  in 
O^KMition,  and  even  more  effectually  by 
his  policy  should  he  be  in  power,  towards 
prosecuting  the  war  so  long  as  we  are 
engaged  in  repelling  invasion,  but  that  he 
declines  to  commit  himself,  he  declines 
deliberately  to  commit  himself  to  any 
statement  indicating  that,  in  so  far  as  he 
can  exercise  any  control  over  the  destinies 
<rf  the  cowitry,  the  war  shall  proceed 
until  we  make  ourselves  absolutely 
supreme  over  the  whole  region  of  South 
Africa.  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

does  not  contradict  my  inference. 

Sir  H.  GAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
Now  I  know  how  to  do  it.  You  take  a 
sentence  your  opponent  has  used,  you 
misstate  it — ["^o,  no."] — let  hon.  and 
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right  hon.  Gentlemen  keep  their 
equanimity — you  misstate  it,  and  then, 
when  your  opponent  rises  to  give 
the  exact  words  used,  you  express 
satisfaction  that  you  have  given  him 
the  opportunity  of  doing  a  thing  he 
was  under  no  necessity  to  do,  and  then 
pat  an  entirely  new,  and  an  en- 
tirely different  construction  on  what  was 
said,  reading  into  it  anything  you  like, 
and  then  when  your  opponent  is  tired 
of  getting  up  and  sits  still,  then  you  say, 
"  judging  by  his  silence,  I  am  not  mis- 
representing him."  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  not  succeed  either  in  reading 
into  my  words  anything  not  there,  or  in 
driving  me  to  say  anything  I  do  not 
desire  to  say. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  sorry 
failed  to  satisfy  the  right  hon.  gentleman. 
I  can  assure  him  he  has  entirely  satisfied 
me.    I  want  no  more  than  what  he  has 
told  us.    I  have  given  him  the  oppor- 
I  tunity  of  saying,  if  he  wished  to  say  it, 
I  that,  he  intends,  in  so  far  as  he  can,  to 
aid  the  war,  in  Opposition  or  in  the 
I  Government,  until    that  conclusion  is 
reached  to  which  I  have  referred,  the 
i  complete  supremacy  of  Great  Britain  in 
'  South  Africa.     I  have  given  him  the 
opportunity  for  saying  that,  and  he  has 
declined  to  say  it. 


An  Hon. 
territory. 


Member:   We  seek  no 


,    Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  Perhaps  1  may  remind  the  right  hon. 
I  Grentleman  of  another  passage,  to  the 
effect  that  we  were  all  agreed  that  the 
Imperial  authority  must  be  the  supreme 
autnority  in  South  Africa. 

'  Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  wish 
'  to  pursue  the  controversy.  I  will  not 
i  say  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied, 
!  for  I  confess  it  comes  to  me  with  some- 
:  what  a  shock  of  surprise  and  dismay  that 
I  there  should  he  this  doubt  of  what  is 
meant  by  active  support  of  the  war. 
;  Well,  Sir,  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  pro- 
,  ceeded  to  make  an  attack  upon  the 
;  diplomacy  pursued  by  the  Government, 
I  and  in  particular  by  my  right  hon.  friend 
'  the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  during 
'  the  last  five  years.  He  ceJIed  it  inflicting 
I  pin-pricks,  he  used  a  great  many  hard 
!  words  in  regard  to  it,  and  he  indicated, 
I  not  for  the  first  time,  that  in  his  opinion 
D  •  FtF^Dav.  I 
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it  was  that  diplomacy,  the  want  of  dex-  \ 
terity  of  that  diplomacy,  the  rough- 1 
nesa  of  that  diplomacy,  which  caused,  < 
and  which  alone  caused,  the  out- 
break of  hostilities  between  the , 
Boer  Republics  and  ourselves.  I  have  [ 
several  observations  to  make  upon  that  i 
matter.  In  the  first  place,  this  diplomacy 
has  been  before  the  country  all  these 

Crs,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
n  in  a  position  not  merely  to  make  an 
occasional  Parliamentary  criticism,  but  to 
call  the  whole  policy  in  question  by  a 
vote  of  censure.    I  do  not  remember  that 
that  ever  was  done.    It  is  to  1)e  done  to- 
night— strengthened  b;^  the  checks  which 
this  country  has  received  in  the  field. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  feels  himself  in 
a  position  to  do  that  which,  by  his  own 
account,  he  ought  to  have  done  any  time 
during  the  course  of  the  fast  five. years. 
I  douot  whether  the  move  will  be  more 
successful  to-night  than  it  would  have  I 
been  on  any  of  these  previous  occasions,  { 
but  on  that  matter  I  may  have  to  say  a  ! 
word  directly.    But,  still  limiting  myself  ! 
to  this  attain  on  my  right  hon.  friend's 
diplomacy,  I  refer  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  to  the  Boers  themselves,  who  have  i 
given  an  account — which  at  all  events  | 
should  commend  itself  to  the  right  hon.  | 
Gentleman — of   the  causes  which  have 
produced  these  international  difficulties. 
They  do  not  stop  at  the  year  1895,  they 
have  nothing  to  do  with  drafting  the 
Amendment  which  is  to  be  moved  to-night 
by  the  noble  Lord  on  that  )>ench,  they  . 
go   right    back    through    one   British  < 
Administration  after  another,  including  I 
all  the  Administrations  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Grentleman  has  been  an  ornament.  | 
It  has  been  the  continuous  course  of  that 
<liplomacy  right  back  from  the  beginning, 
for  twenty  or  thirty  years  —for  twenty 
years  at  least— it  has  Iwen  the  course  of 
that  diplomacy  for  twenty  years,  not 
what  my  right  hon.  friend  has  done  or 
said  in  the  last  three  or  four  years,  which 
has  at  last  brought  to  a  culmination  the 
controversy  between  the  two  nations  or 
the  two  races.    I  think  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  reflection  will  feel  that  his- 
tory did  not  l>ogin  in  1895,  though  amend- 
ments have  begun  in  reference  to  events 
since  1895,  and  that  if  he  wants  to  study 
the  causes  which  have  led  to  the  present 
state  of  things,  the  historic  causes,  he 
must  of  necessity  go  liaek  into  more 
distant  days.     Then    the   right  hon. 
Gentleman,  before  coming  to  his  criti- 
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cisms  of  the  war,  made  one  further  attack 
on  my  right  hon.  friend — well,  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  an  attack  on  my 
right  hon.  friend,  but  I  presume  it  was  an 
attack  on  the  Government  or  some  aw- 
vant  of  the  Government.    He  said  th^ 
in  certain   un-named  Gape  newsjKipers 
articles  had  been  appearing  in  which  it 
was  suggested  that  when  the  war  was 
successfully  terminated  the  Constitution 
of  Cape  Colony  should  be  suspended  and 
the  Dutch  population  should  be  put  under 
the    heel     of    the  English-speaking 
population.    Well,    I    have    not  the 
least    doubt    that   the    right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  accurately  quoted  thoee 
newspapers,   though   he    md  not  tell 
us    what    they    were,    but    may  I 
ask  how  we  are  responsible  for  these 
utterances  1  What  have  we  said  to  suggest 
that  the  object  of  the  war,  or  one  result 
of   the  war,  is  to  produce  inequality  ? 
Where  have  we  said  that  the  triumph  of 
British  arms  is  to  l>e  marked  by  the 
diminution  of  civil  liberty  ?      Sir,  we 
have  said,  and  we  have  said  continuouBly 
and  consistently,  exactly  the  reverse. 
Whatever  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
choose  to  say  with  regard  to  Sonth 
African  journalists,  I  do  beg  that  he 
will  not  interpolate  his  criticism  on  that 
body  of  men  into  an  indictment  of  her 
Majesty's  Grovemment.    We  have  not 
very  much  time  I>efore  us,  but  I  may 
incidentally  obsen'e  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  was  very  angry  with  me 
just  now  for  giWng  the  substance  of  his 
words  before  an  audience  which  heard 
I  the  words,  and  before  the  speaker  of  the 
words,  who  could  correct  me,  quoted — no, 
\  not  quoted,  that  is  not  what  he  has  been 
doing,  he  has  lieen  attacking  my  right 
hon.  friend  for  this  or  that  want  of  tact  and 
discretion  in  his  despatches — he  quoted 
'  not  one  single  syllable  in  this  House  in 
support  of  that  indictment,   nor   do  I 
,  believe  that  such  quotations  could  be  made. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  left  the  question 
of  diplomacy  and  came  to  the  more 
absorbing  topic,  and,  as  I  think,  the  far 
more  relevant  topic,  of  the  conduct  of  the 
<  WW,  and,  if  I  uiiderstood  him  ri^tly,  he 
'  declared  it  was  a  monstrous  heresy  to 
assert  that  the  war  was  an  inentabb  war. 
I  understood  the  right  hon.  GrentlemMi  to 
I  attack  us  for  having  said  that,  as  the  up- 
shot and  conclusion  of  all  these  negotia- 
tions, we  could  not  conceal  from  ourselvra 
now  that  the  M-ar  probably  was  an  in- 
'  evitable  war.    Well,  it  is  not  only  the 
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Ministerial  mind  which  has  taken  this 
cnrious  twist,  bat  the  minds  of  some  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  nearest  friends 
and  most  devoted  colleagues.    I  believe 
Lord  Rosebery  has  taken  this  view ;  I 
believe  the  Member  for  Haddingtonshire 
has  committed  himself  to  such  a  state- 
ment ;  I  rather  think  the  Member  for 
East  Fife  has  committed  himself  to  a 
similar  statement ;  and  1  almost  think 
that  the  right  hon.  Grentleraan  the  Mem- 
ber for  Wolverhampton  and  the  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division  hare  spoken  in  similar  language. 
All  those  persons  have,  as  far  as  I  can 
discover,  gone  through  the  same  phases  of 
opinion  on  this  subject  as  the  Grovernment 
have  gone  through.    We  believed  up  to  a 
very  late  date,  not  only  that  war  could 
be  avoided,  but  that  probably  war  wpuld  \ 
he  avoided.    But  on  looking  back  over ' 
the  whole  history  of  the  transactions,  and 
on  comparing  subsequent  statements  made  ' 
by  Boer  autfiorities,  we  have  come  to  the  ' 
conclusion  that  from  the  very  beginning  | 
the  Boer  Grovernment  did  not  mean  to  j 
make  those  concessions  which,  if  they  I 
were  not  made,  we  always  knew  must ' 
lead  to  hostilities   between    the  two 
countries. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  . 
It  is  a  strange  request  I  am  ^tnng  to' 
make  of  Mm,  but  would  tiie  nght  hon. 
Gentleman  be  good  enough  to  repeat  his 
statement  1 

Mr.  a  J.  BALFOUR :  Certainly. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
It  may  be  discourteous.  i 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Oh,  no;  I' 
assure  the  right  hon.  Greutleman  it  is  not.  ! 
AVhat  I  said  was  that  he  had  been  criti- 
cising us  for  taking  the  view  towards  the 
end,  or  after  the  close  of  the  diplomatic  \ 
traiistictions,  that  war  was  inevitable,  : 
having  held  before  that  a  different  opinion.  } 
I  went  on  to  8ay  that  that  was  not  an  < 
twpntricity  of  the  Members  sitting  on  ' 
this  bench  alone,  but  that  the  same ' 
phases  of  opinion  had  been  gone  through,  \ 
in  the  same  order  as  I  understood  it,  oy  < 
a  great  many  distinguished  gentlemen  < 
cl^ly  connected  with  the  nght  hon.  ] 
Greutleman  apon  that  bench.  I 

SiE  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN:  j 
no ;  I  meant  the  statement  in  regard  i 
t»  the  Boer  GJovemraent. 


Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  ;  I,  at  least, 
never  entertained  any  doubt  that,  if  the 
Boera  persisted  in  refusing  a  reasonable 
measure      justice  to  the  Uitlanders  it 

would  no  doubt  end  in  hostilities,  and  I 
remember  saying  so  on  some  public 
occasion  in  July — I  think  it  was  about 
the  20th  of  July — holding  however,  the 
hopeful  opinion  that  those  concessions 
would  be  made. 

'An  Hon.  Mesiber:  Which? 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  When  did  I 
make  the  statement  %  It  is  a  matter  of 
opinion  on  which  we  need  not  enter  now. 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  having 
taken  this  view,  having  passed  this 
criticism  upon  our  changes  of  opinion  as 
regards  the  inevitability  of  war,  went  on 
to  attack  the  military  preparations  which 
we  made  during  the  months,  I  suppose, 
of  July,  August,  and  September,  and  be 
described  us  as  through  those  months— he 
did  not  mention  the  months,  but  I 
imagine  it  was  those  he  had  in  view — 
sending  driblets  of  men  week  by  week 
into  the  colonies.  We  did  nothing  of  the 
kind;  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  entirely 
mistaken  in  his  facts.  I  am  quite  sure 
the  War  Office  would  not  have  the  slightest 
objection  to  laying  a  return  on  the  table 
of  the  House  showing  the  dates  on  which 
troops  arrived  in  South  Africa,  or  were 
sent  from  here,  and,  if  my  hon.  friend 
will  lay  such  a  return,  and  hon.  Gentle- 
men will  take  the  trouble  to  study  it^ 
they  will  see  that  no  accusation  ever  was 
less  founded  than  this  accusation  of 
sending  driblets  of  men  week  by  week 
into  our  colonies  for  the  purpose  of 
defending  them.  And  let  me  remind 
him,  when  he  denounces  us  for  having 
sent  10,000  men  into  Natal,  in  September 
I  think  it  was,  and  says  that  you  cannot 
expect  to  carry  on  negotiations  success- 
fully if  you  take  military  steps  of  that 
kind,  that  the  colony  of  Natal  itself  sent 
an  earnest  request  to  us  that  we  should 
do  so,  and,  in  my  opinion,  we  should  have 
been  committing  a  gross  dereliction  of 
duty  if  we  bad  not  responded  to  that  call 
Then  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  us 
how  we  came  to  be  i^orant  of  the 
intentions  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and 
he  misinterprets,  quite  unintentionally, 
some  observations  I  made  in  a  speech 
delivered  on,  I  think,  November  28,  in 
which  I  expressed  my  surprise  that  the 
Orange  Free  State  should  have  done  a 
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thing  80  risky  for  its  own  future  as  to 
Join  with  the  Transvaal  against  ua.  I 
was  not  thinking  at  that  moment  of 
diplomatic  negotiations  of  such  and  such 
a  week,  or  such  and  such  a  month.  I 
was  thinking  of  the  broad  fact  that  the 
Orange  Free  State  had  lived  at  peace 
with  UB,  flourished  side  by  side  with  us, 
not  interfered  with  or  threatened  by  us, 
year  after  year,  and  generation  after 
generation ;  and  I  say  is  it  not  astonish- 
mg,  ought  not  we  to  feel  surprise,  that  a 
State  like  that,  absolutely  secure  in  our 
midst,  should  threaten  its  own  existence, 
and  its  own  future,  by  thus  throwing 
in  its  lot  with  •  our  enemy  ]  That 
was  the  gist  of  my  argument . 
On  the  diplomacy  of  the  Orange  Free 
State,  with  which  I  was  not  concerned  at 
the  moment  I  was  speaking,  the  right  boo. 
Gentleman  has  referred  to  a  statement 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  on  August  28th  to  the  Prime 
Minister  of  the  Cape  Colony  with  reference 
to  the  discussion  about  the  importation  of 
arms  and  ammunition — 

"With  reference  to  the  diacOBsion  about  the 
iuiportatioii  of  anus  and  ammuDition  into  the 
Orange  Free  State,  1  tnmt  that  no  assurance  i» 
neceiwarj'  upon  my  part  to  contradict  tlie 
ridicoloius  lying,  and  malicioua  rumours  that 
there  exists  with  this  tiovemment  any  desire 
or  intention  to  take  up  anus  in  any  aggremive 
or  offensive  manner  against  the  British 
Government  or  any  British  colony  or 
territory." 

So  much  for  the  diplomacy  of  the  Orange 
Free  State.  Then  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man comes  to  a  very  important  question, 
namely  the  forces  of  the  Boers,  our  know- 
ledge of  those  forces,  and  the  inference 
that  we  ought  to  have  drawn  from 
them.  He  speaks  with  innocent  sur- 
prise, as  if  the  first  time  we  ever 
heard  that  the  Boers  were  arming  was 
subsequent  to  the  disjday  of  nulitary 
efficiency  which  they  have  shown  since 
the  war  broke  out ;  but  the  Grovemment 
never  concealed,  not  from  themselves 
only,  but  from  the  House,  that  armaments 
on  the  most  formidable  scale  had  been 
and  were  being  introduced  into  the 
Transvaal.  My  right  hon.  friend,  I 
believe,  in  answer  to  questions  in  this 
House,  has  stated  it  more  than  once,  and 
it  has  formedf  I  know,  one  of  the  links  in 
the  ailments  which  we  have  from  time 
to  time  addressed  to  the  House  and  the 
country  in  connection  with  the  relations 
between  this  country  and  the  Orange 
Free  State.  The  general  fact  was  perfectly 
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notorious ;  but  a  much  more  interesting 
and  important  question  is  raised  when  we 
come  to  the  estimate,  or,  as  I  have 
already  admitted  in  public,  tbe  uader- 
estimate,  which  the  Govermnent  made 
ot  the  military  power  of  the  Boera, 
I  do  not  think,  sir,  that  that  under- 
estimate  should  be  laid  to  the  charge 
of  the  Intelligence  Department.  As 
regards  armaments,  I  may  say  that 
it  is  impossible  now  —  we  have  not 
the  information  now  at  our  disposal — 
to  correct  the  estimates  made  at  the 
beginning  of  the  war.  We  cannot  do  it 
yet.  We  shall  be  able  to  do  it  no  doubt 
at  the  end  of  tbe  war.  But  at  present  I 
really  have  seen  no  evidence  to  show  that 
the  Intelligence  Department  were  wrong 
in  any  of  the  facts  which  it  was  witiun 
their  power  to  authoritatively  investigate- 
By  that  I  mean  the  number  of  Boers  be- 
tween the  ages  of  military  service, 
whether  in  the  Orange  Free  State  or  in 
the  Transvaal.  I  believe  they  bad 
material  for  forming  that  estimate,  and 
as  far  as  I  know  it  was  correctly  formed 
and  was  communicated  by  the  miKtuy 
authorities  at  the  War  Office  to  the 
Government.  I  am  sure  my  right  hon. 
friend,  if  be  did  not  communicate  it  to 
the  House,  would  have  been  quite  willing 
to  do  so  if  he  had  been  asked.  But  ot 
course  there  was  a  margin  which  it  wa» 
impossible  for  any  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment exactly  to  gauge.  It  has  been  sug- 
gested to  me — I  do  not  know  on  what 
evidence — that  to  avoid  commandeering 
'  for  native  wars  and  other  things  there 
j  were  some  Boers  who  did  not  give  their 
I  names  in  for  the  official  return.  I  do 
;  not  know  whedier  it  is  true  or  not  If 
I  true  there  is,  of  course,  an  element 
{ very  difficult  to  gauge.  Anothw 
'  element  which  it  vnn  impossiMe 
{ to  gauge  was  the  uumbra'  of  Uiuanders 
I  who  would  take  service  with  the  Boers. 
I  We  do  not  know  now  whether  that 
number  is  large  or  small ;  but  evidently 
it  could  not  be  accurately  estimated  by  tka 
Intelligence  Department,  however  well 
equi^^ed ;  and  there  is  another  doubtful 
element — the  number  of  our  own  colonists 
who  would,  lubder  certain  circumstancas, 
throw  in  Uieir  lot  with  the  Boer  Bepi^lic. 
Therefore  some  uncertainty  existed,,  and 
ccHild  not  but  exist ;  but  I  think  the  Intel- 
ligence Department  ou^t  to  be  free  from 
attacks,  wtuch,  as  far  asl  am  able  to  judge, 
have  no  basis  in  fact.  But,  it  will  be 
asked,  how  comes  it  that  this  great  under- 
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estimate  of  the  strength  of  the  Boers 
came  to  be  made,  if  we  knew  approxi- 
mately what  the  number  of  the  Boer 
army  was  and  what  numbers  were  likely 
to  take  the  field  ?  I  do  not  know  that  t 
have  any  Tery  satisfactory  answer  to  give 
to  that  question.  It  is  purely  and  strictly 
a  military  problem,  and  a  problem  which, 
as  histoiy  shows,  it  is  very  difficult  to 
answer  satisfactorily.  Yon  can  gauge  the 
nilitafy  strength  of  a  European  nation 
with  a  fixed  army,  with  all  the  modem 
military  apparatus  and  military  statistics 
at  your  disposal.  You  can  say  how 
many  men  Germany  could  mass  in 
a  given  time  on  the  French  frontier, 
or  how  many  France  could  mass  on  the 
German  frontier,  and  so  on  with  regard 
to  Austria  and  Russia,  I  suppose.  But 
when  you  come  to  the  problem  of 
•States  whose  military  position  is  not  of 
that  elaborate  kind,  you  will  find  that 

rt  mistakes  have  been  made  in 
past,  and  I  doubt  not  that 
great  mistakes  will  be  made  in  the 
niture.  They  certainly  have  been  made 
by  almost  every  military  nation  of 
which  we  have  any  record.  But  if 
this  is  an  attack  on  the  military 
experts  at  the  War  Office,  it  is 
surely  an  unfair  one.  Experts  not 
given  generally  to  agree  with  one 
another  were  absolutely  unanimous  on 
this  point.  I  do  not  think  you  can 
<)uete  the  opinion  of  a  single  soldier,  of  i 
•any  position,  or  no  position,  delivered,  say, 
bdore  31st  July  or  3l8t  August  kst,  indi- 
cating that  the  force  sent  out  to  South 
Africa  in  the  first  instance  would 
not  be  amply  sufficient,  or  more 
than  amply  sufficient — ["  What  about 
Butler  ?"t— for  all  purposes.  [*'  Butler ! 
Batleiv  1  '*]  I  think  that  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen might  let  me  finish  the  sen- 
taxcQ,  especially  as  I  have  nothing  but 
(fisappointment  in  store  for  thsm.  The 
ngbt  hon.  Gentleman  put  a  question 
About  Sir  William  Butier — a  question 
'eiterated  with  a  fervour  of  expectation 
l>y  hen.  Gentlemen  below  the  gangway, 
*od  which  unfortunately  we  are  unable  to 
meet.  We  have  not  the  slightest  trace 
at  the  War  Office  of  any  communication, 
public  or  semi-public  or  private,  no  com- 
munication of  any  sort,  kind  or  descrip- 
tioQ  which  indicated  in  Sir  William 
BatlsT^s  opinion  that  the  force  we  sent 
ont  was  not  sufficient — I  was  going  to 
■ay  not  doubly  sufficient — for  any  work 
it  aij^t  be  called  upon  to  do.   I  know 


not  where  the  opposite  view  found  its 
origin ;  but  you  will  not  find  it  in  any 
document  in  the  possession  of  the  War 
Office. 

An  Hon.  Member:  Or  the  Colonial 
Office. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Let  me  say 
that  Sir  William  Butler  does  not  com- 
municate with  the  Colonial  Office. 

An  Hon.  Member:  When  he  was 
acting  Gh}vemor. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Hon. 
Gentlemen  may  take  it  from  me  that 
I  am  not  trying  to  play  with  them 
or  evade  the  question.  I  say  that  in  no 
shape  or  form,  to  anybody  or  through 
anybody  who  had  access  to  the  Govern- 
ment, or  who  was  a  member  of  the 
Government,  or  who  had  to  advise  the 
Government,  bad  we  the  slightest  reason 
to  believe  that  Sir  William  Butler's 
opinion  on  the  military  question  was 
what  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  ap- 
parently thinks  it  is,  and  what  cer- 
tainly hon.  Grentlemen  below  the 
gangway  think  it  is.  He  held 
the  opinion  common  to  every  mili- 
tary authority  in  the  country — namely, 
that  the  force  we  had  sent  to  South 
Africa  was  in  point  of  number  and  equip- 
ment quite  ST^Rcient  and  more  than  suffi- 
cient to  deal  with  the  military  difficulties 
of  the  case.  Sir,  one  other  point  I  must 
mention  in  connection  with  this  contro- 
versy about  the  war.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  who  is  so  easily  perturbed  at 
the  smallest  appearance  of  misquoting  his 
words,  has  occupied  a  great  deal  of  the 
latter  part  of  his  speech  in  attributing  to 
me  a  series  of  opinions  which  I  never 
held  and  never  expressed.  I  believe  that 
certain  of  those  opinions  were  attributed 
to  me  in  leading  arUcles  in  certain 
eminent  journals;  but  I  am  quite  sure 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  would  not 
go  to  that  source.  If  he  will  take  the 
trouble  of  reading  my  speeches — a  penalty 
which  I  would  not  willingly  inflict  on  my 
worst  enemy — he  will  find  that  I  am 
not  guilty  of  the  statement  which  he  has 
quite  unintentionally  extracted  by  some 
strange  and  violent  process  from  the 
words  which  I  actually  used. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  The  "  violent  process "  was  a  red  pencil 
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Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUB:  I  should  have 
been  glad  if  the  r^t  hon.  Gentleman 
had  quoted  the  words.    I  do  not  take 

much  interest  in  speeches  myself ;  but  I 
will  give  a  specimen  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  accuracy  of  interoretation. 
He  led  the  House  to  believe  that  I  had 
said  that  with  regard  to  this  whole  ques- 
tion of  the  war,  and  the  forces  of  the 
Boers,  the  Government  had  no  more 
knowledge  than  the  man  in  the  street.  I 
never  said  anything  of  the  kind.  What 
I  did  say  was  that  in  dealing  with  the 
intentions  of  Boer  statesmen,  with  the 
intentions  of  President  Kruger,  and  of 
those  who  work  with  President  Kruger, 
the  public  were  peculiarly  well  circum- 
stanced by  the  fact  that  there  was  so 
much     communication     between  this 
country  and  the  Transvaal ;  and  that  we 
had  no  special  means  of  information  as  to 
their  intentions  which  any  well  informed 
,man  in  the  street  had  not  equally  at  his 
'disposal.    That  seems  to  me  a  perfectly 
true  and  honest  statement,  and  dis- 
jKMes  of  our  supposed  ignorance  *  with 
regard  to  armaments  and  all  the  rest  of 
it,  of  which  so  much  has  been  made.  But, 
Sir,  there  is  a  much  more  important  mis- 
interpretation put  upon  my  views  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  than  any  careless 
utterance  which  may,  perhaps  through 
my  fault,  lend  itself  to  misinterpretation 
and  misquotation.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has,  on  the  strength  of  something  he 
supposes  that  I  have  said,  attributed  to  the 
Gk>vemment  the  view  that  they  believed 
*  in  August   that   war   was    inevitable ; 
but  because  they  were  afraid  of  Parlia- 
mentary  difficmties  and  complications, 
they  deliberately  left  undefended  the 
colonies  they  were   bound    to  defend. 
Sir,  I  deny  that  I  ever  said  anything  which 
would  lead  any  fair  interpreter  to  any  such 
conclusion  as  that.    I  should  think  it  a 
disgrace  for  ever  if  I  belonged  to  a  Govern- 
ment that,  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  a  little 
Parliamentary    inconvenience,  betrayed 
the  great  interests  of  the  Empire.    I  deny 
that  I  ever  said  anything  of  the  kind. 
What  was  the  general  plut  of  the  Gov- 
ernment with  regard  to  this  war  %  We 
believed,  as  we  have  said  here  and  else- 
where, that  war  was  improbable.  We 
also  believed  that  war  was  possible,  and 
that  possibility  was  a  contingency  against 
which  it  was  our  business  to  provide ;  but 

Sir  Can^bell-Sataierman, 


we  held  that  there  were  great  diplomatic 
advantages  in  not,  in  August,  coming  down 
to  the  House,  and  asking  for.  a  ^reat  Vote 
in  Tiew  of  Hhe  possibilities  of  immediate 
hostilities  in  the  Transvaal.   We  thought 
that  that  would  have  been  bad  diplomacy 
— in  fact,  that  it  would  have  been  diplo- 
macy doubly  bad,  because  I  think  we 
^ould  not  have  been  able  to  persuade  the 
House  that  the  necessity  for  the  Vote  was 
pressing  and  urgent.    If  any  hon.  Member 
will  honestly  put  himself  back  into  the 
frame  of  mind  in  which  he  was  on  the 
10th  August  last,  when  this  House  broke 
up,  he  will,  1  think,  agree  with  that 
statement.   But,  Sir,  we  recognised  that 
we  had  a  duty  to  perform,  and  our  view  was 
that  the  improbable  contingency  of  war 
could  be  provided  against  by  sending 
to  Cape  Colony  and  Natal  a  force  sufficient 
to  defend  the  frontiers  of  those  colonies 
until  the  largefield  forcewe  were  preparing 
to  send  out  had  arrived  and  aggressive 
action  was  possible.    You  will  sa^  the 
force  sent  out  was  insufficient.    \\  ell,  it 
has  proved  insufficient  in  the  sense  that 
at  this  moment,  we  grieve  to  think,  there 
are  portions  of  horn  Cape  Colony  and 
Natal  in  the  occupation  of  the  enemy, 
and  undoubtedly,  therefore,  it  was  in- 
sufficient.   But  let  me  remind  the  House 
that  just  as  our  field  force  was  much 
more  than  adequate  to  meet  any  necessity 
which  military  men  thought  would  come 
upon  us,  so  the  defensive  force  we  sent 
out  to  Cape    Colony  and  Natal  was 
laigely  in  excess  of  what  we  were  told 
was  necessary  to  carry  out  our  policy. 
Our  hope  was  that  the  colonies  would  be 
full^  ciefended  by  this  force,  and  we 
believed,  and  hoped  that  before  the  25th 
September  a  field  force,  complete  in  all  its 
parts,  transput  and  everything  else,  would 
be  accumulated  at  the  Cape,  and  that  the 
forward  movement  would  go  on  through 
the  Orange  Free  State,  and  would,  as  we 
hoped,  have  the  effect  of  bringing  the  war 
'  to  a  no  very  distant  conclusion.   Well,  Sir, 
1  as  the  House  knows,  that  plan  of  cam- 
paign was  not  the  one  which  was  carried 
'  out.    The  forces  we  sent  to  South  Africa 
;  have  been  on  the  one  hand  diverted  to 
Natal,  and  on  the  other  hand  diverted 
j  to  Khnberley,  and  ^t  forwaod  move- 
'  raoit  has  not  yet   tt^en  place.  No 
!  doubt    it   will    do    so.    Well,  Sir, 
I  I  have  been  perfectly  open   with  the 
House.    I  have  told  you  exactly  what 
we  intended  to  do ;  and  I  think  it  will  he 
admitted  by  candid  critics — candid 
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critics  remain— that  the  general  scheme  j 
of  operations  was  not  one  which  in  itself 
wa*  either  foolish  or  reckless,  or  of  a  i 
kind  likely  to  sacrifice  gcKve  Imperiid  ^ 
interestflL    But  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  j 
will  say  :  "  Your  plan  of  campaign  has  ; 
not  been  carried  out.    Has  anybody  been  I 
interfering  with  the  generals  either  in  i 
Natal  or  elsewhere  % "    Sir,  the  generals 
and  the  commanding  officers  we  sent  to 
South  Africa  have  not  been  interfered 
with  at  home;  they  have  had  absolute 
discretion    as   to   the   military  steps 
they  would    take    to   cany    out  the  j 
general  intentions  of  the  Government. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  pressed  me ' 
upon  the  subject  of  a  c(mimunioation  I 
made  by -Che  Governor  of  Natal,  at  the  I 
instance  of  his  own  Ministers,  and  not 
at  our  instance,  to  the  commanding  officer  \ 
in  that  Colony.     My  right  hon.  friend  | 
the  Colonial  Secretary  is  going  to  lay  ' 
Papers  on  the  table  giving  the  whole 
account  of  that  transaction.     We  had  ' 
nothing  to  do  with  it.     We  did  not  I 
prompt  it.     The  communication  was  < 
made  by  the  Governor  at  the  instance  of ' 
hit  Ministers — ^we  do  not  see  how  it  could  ' 
be  otiierwise — but  it  was  not  mandatory,  , 
and  the  whole  power  and  responsibility,  | 
from  the  be^nning  to  the  end,  rested 
npmi  the  military  officer  commanding. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
With  r^ard  to  Glenooe  and  Dundee  ? 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR:  Yes,  *ith 
regard  to  everything;  with  regard  to 
every  step,  and  with  regard  to  the  whole 
[4ui  of  campaign.  Every  move  in  that 
^  rested,  and  has  rested,  on  the 
generals,  and  we  have  not  thought  it  right 
or  deaiTable  to  interfere,  directly  or  in- 
directlyj  with  their  responsibility. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gontleman  will 
excuse  me  for  interposing  again,  but  I 
^h  to  make  sure.  My  object  is  to 
inform  and  satisfy  the  public  mind,  which 
has  been  greatly  exercised  upon  this 
point.  I  a&eA  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
three  questions.  I  asked  him  with 
regwd  to  Glenooe  and  Dundee.  That 
WM  one  point.  I  asked  him  with  regard 
to  Ladysmith  itself.  The  third  point 
w«  with  regard  to  the  transfei-ence  of  a 
considerable  force  from  a  central  point  in 
South  Africa  to  Natal.  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  say  that  in  all 


thesp  three  cases  it  was  purely  the  difl» 
cretion  of  the  military  authorities  that 
determined  the  issue  1 

Mr,  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  has  perfectly  correctly 
interpreted  my  words.  I  think  I  have 
now  finished  with  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's attack  on  our  military  policy.  But 
I  noticed  an  expected  omission.  I 
noticed  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
nothing  about  nie  adequacy  of  our  anna* 
ments  and  the  excellence  of  our  guns  to 
carry  out  the  work  of  the  Army.  I  think 
the  omission  was  intelligible,  because  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  himself  with  great 
tact,  but  with  no  veiy  ^reforming  spirit, 
was  responsible  for  Army  matters  for 
two,  three,  or  four  years— I  will 
not  say  eventful  years,  because  they 
were  eminently  uneventful  so  far  as 
the  War  Office  was  concerned,  for 
none  of  the  great  increases  in  our 
forces,  none  of  the  great  improvements 
in  the  accommodation  for  our  men,  none 
of  the  increases  in  our  arnuments,  none 
of  the  improvements  in  our  Army,  can 
be  dated  nom  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
tenure  of  office.  If  non.  Gentlemen  will 
look  back  on  the  man^  debates  which 
occurred  on  this  topic,  if  they  will  look 
back  over  the  history  of  the  War  Office 
for  any  period  of  years  they  like,  so  long 
as  they  go  back  before  1895,  to  make  a 
comparison  with  sacred  '95 — which  was 
the  beginning  of  the  date  of  wisdom — 
they  will  find  that  all  increases  in 
efficiency,  in  numbers,  all  improvements 
in  organisation,  have  emanated  from  this 
side  of  the  House  without  ezceptaon; 
and  it  is  within  the  last  three  years 
that  the  greatest  improvements  have 
been  made  as  regards  barrack  accommo- 
dation, the  number  of  our  troops,  and  in 
artillery  and  guns.  I  therefore  think 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  was  well 
advised  in  not  carrying  on  his  criticism 
of  the  Government  into  our  military 
policy,  so  far  as  to  call  in  question  the 
action  of  the  War  Office  in  connection 
with  our  forces.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man asked  us  whether  we  held  that 
criticism  at  this  stage  of  our  proceedings 
was  out  of  place.  No,  Sir,  I  think  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  perfectly  right 
in  criticising  us.  I  could  have  wished 
that  the  criticism  were  based  on  a  more 
accurate  study  of  documents,  and  were 
fairer  in  spirit,  but  to  criticism  itself  I 
make  no  objection  whatever.     But  I 
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HUderstand  the  right  hon.  Grentleman 
and  his  friends  are  going  further  in 
criticism  to-night.  I  understand  they 
propose  doing  their  best  to  take  upon 
their  own  shoulders  utd  their  superior 
intelligence  and  knowledge  of  affairs  the 
further  conduct  of  the  afilairs  of  this 
Empire  in  general  and  of  the  war  in 
particular.  The  noble  Iiord  the  Member 
for  the  Cricklade  Division,  who,  I  presume, 
will  follow  me,  has  got  this  task  in  hand.  I 
can  assure  bim  I  wish  him  well  through 
it.  He  has  on  his  side  some  advantages, 
for  he  speaks  to  the  House,  and  through 
the  House  to  the  country,  which  is  justly 
disappointed  with  the  result  of  the  war 
up  to  the  present  date,  and  which  feels, 
and  must  feel  acutely,  how  its  hopes,  its 
natural  hcHies — I  was  going  to  say  its 
legitimate  hopes — have  been  disappointed. 
That  is  a  gocxl  audience  to  i^peal  to  when 
you  are  attacking  those  in  power ;  and  I 
am  sure  the  noble  Lord  is  not  less 
endowed  with,  that  wisdom  so  plentifully 
distributed  amongst  the  sons  of  men,  but 
which  is  not  more  precious  than  rubies — 
I  mean  wisdom  after  the  event.  But 
while  the  noble  Lord  has  some  advantages 
in  preaching  from  that  text,  surely  he  has 
some  disadvantages.  The  whole  object  of 
the  Amendment^  rumour  assures  me,  the 
qieech  of  the  leader  of  the  Opposition 
assures  me,  is  to  urge  the  complamt  made 
against  us  as  to  our  want  of  foresight — 
that  foresight  with  which  hon.  GentlemeQ 
opposed  to  us,  who  wish  to  take  our 

5 laces,  consider  themselves  liberally  en- 
owed.  There  are  many  kinds  of  fore- 
sight. The  foresight  with  which  men 
endowed  is  not  always  of  the  same  kind. 
For  instance  there  is  the  foresight  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division.  The  foresight  of  the  hon. 
Baronet  tells  him  that  we  ou^t  to  have 
made  greater  preparations  at  an  earHer 
date,  but  the  foresight  of  the  right  hon. 
Grentleman  himself  tells  him  that  the 
mistake  we  made  was  in  making  any  pre- 
jMirations  at  all,  and  the  quality  of  fore- 
sight of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  is 
shared  by  another  eminent  Member  on 
that  bench,  who  wrote  an  article  in  one  of 
the  reviews,  in  which  he  quoted  with 
approval  the  famous  sentence  of  the  right 
hon.  G^deman: — "Not  only  was  war 
not  necessary,  bat  warlike  preparations 
were  not  necessary." 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
I  said  so  to-night. 

Mr.  J,  J,  mfoar. 
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Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  pointing 
out,  not  that  the  foresight  of  the  Opposi- 
tion is  bad,  but  that  there  are  so  maay 
kinds  of  foresight.  In  the  right  hon. 
gentleman's  indictment  the  whme  scope 
of  the  n^otiations  since  1895  down  to 
the  outbreak  of  war  is  included. .  Very 
good.  But  the  foresight  of  one-half  cl 
the  Opposition  leads  them  to  believe  after 
that  surrey  that  the  war  is  an  unjust  one 
and  a  war  that  could  have  been  avoided. 
The  foresight  of  not  less  distinguished 
members  of  the  same  Opposition  leads  them 
to  exactly  the  opposite  conclusion — 
namely,  that  the  war  is  a  just  war  and 
could  not  have  been  avoided.  I  suppose 
in  defence  of  the  C)pposition  foresight 
hon.  Gentleman  from  Ireland  vrill  go  into 
the  lobby  in  support  of  the  vote  of 
sure.  They  think  to  a  man  that  the  war 
was  unjust  in  its  inception,  and  ought  to 
be  put  an  end  to  as  quickly  as  possible. 
That  is  their  foresight.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  apparently  thinks,  though 
probably  he  will  be  very  angry  with  me 
for  saying  so,  that  the  war  ought  to  be 
put  an  end  to  immediately  we  have 
driven,  or  soon  after  we  have  driven,  the 
enemy  from  our  own  territory.  6ut»  on 
the  other  hand,  there  are  Members  sittang 
near  him,  and  cdleagues  of  his  own  in 
the  other  House,  whose  foresight  is  of  an 
altogether  different  kind,  and  they  agree 
with  us  in  being  absolutely  determined 
that  this  war  shall  be  driven  to  a  success- 
ful issue,  and  that  by  a  successful  issue  is 
not  •meant  any  suzerainty,  any  shadowy 
supremacy  in  South  Africa,  but  the  real, 
sutwtantial  sufM^macy  of  Great  Britain 
over  all  these  regions.  There  are  two 
kinds  of  foresight  upon  that  important 
subject ;  and  to  make  the  whole  thing  as 
absurd  as  it  can  be — who  is  goine  to  be 
the  Gentleman  to  put  into  one  fold  these 
sheep  and  these  goats  t  Who  is  it  who 
is  going  to  do  his  best  to  put  the  Grorem- 
ment  into  a  minority,  and  to  txanafer  the 
future  administration  of  the  country  to 
Grentlemen  on  the  other  side  t  A  very 
distinguished  Member  of  this  House  only 
a  few  days  ago  told  the  country  that  the 
last  thing  uiat  was  desirable  in  the 
present  crisis  was  a  ohauge  of  GU>Tmi- 
ment. 

Mr.  GLADSTONE  (Leeds,  W.):  I 
saUt  it  was  the  last  thing  we  should  wish. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  thought  you 
would  probably  wish  what  was  desinme. 
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But  while  the  Opposition  have  in  their 
discretion  taken  this  course,  they  have 
announced — though  none  of  their  sections 

r 3  as  to  the  jnstice  of  this  war  or  as  to 
mode  in  whidi  it  should  be  pursued 
— that  they  mean  to  do  their  best  to 
turn  us  out.  Sir,  they  are  quite  at  liberty 
to  take  that  course.  All  I  ask  for  is  this, 
that  if,  on  their  part,  they  find  that 
this  Government  has  the  confidence  of 
the  House,  that  confidence  will  not  in 
future  during  this  great  national  crisis  be 
disturbed  by  unnecessary  or  petty  criti- 
cism or  unnecessary  or  petty  questioning. 
I,  on  my  part,  engage  that  if  the  right 
hon.  Grentteman  succeeds,  and  if  the 
country  endorses  his  action,  I,  if  still  a 
member  of  this  House,  will  do  my  best  to 
support  the  Ministry  of  the  day  in  any 
steps  they  may  take  to  pursue  the  war  to 
the  conclusion  I  have  already  described. 
I  refrain  from  alluding  further  to  the 
noble  Lord's  Amendment,  on  which  I  shall 
probably  have  to  speak  once  again  before 
these  debates  come  to  an  end.  Let  me 
conclude  by  sapdng  that  the  Grovernment 
do  not  minimise  the  magnitude  of  the 
tuk  which  is  before  us,  and  we  have  no 
desire  to  conceal  what  shortcomings  may 
be  detected  in  the  past.  We  are  anxious 
to  learn  every  lesson  which  that  past  can 
tesch.  We  know  that  the  future  is,  and 
must  be  for  some  time,  full  of  anxiety  and 
full  of  diffictilty  for  those  who  are 
responsible  for  the  management  of 
public  affairs.  That  responsibility,  great 
as  it  is,  we  shall  endeavour  to  fulm  as 
long  as  we  have  the  confidence  of  this 
House.  And,  as  we  shall  never  advise 
peace  until  t^ie  war  has  brought  forth 
Its  Ic^timate  *fruits,  so  vre  believe  that, 
in  spite  of  any  ambiguity  (tf  utterance 
from  any  quuter  of  the  other  side  of 
the  House,  the  country  will  insist  that 
the  Ministers  who  serve  it,  be  they  drawn 
from  wie  side  of  the  House  or  from  the 
other,  will  see  not  only  that  the  military 
boDour  of  this  country  is  amply  \\ndX- 
cated,  but  that  we  leave  in  South  Africa 
no  root  from  which  again  may  spring 
forth  any  of  the  bitter  and  poisonous 
fruits  from  which  for  so  many  years  we 
have  been  suffering. 

*LoRD  EDMOND  FITZMAUMCE 
(Wilts,  Gricklade) :  Sir,  there  have  been 
many  sessions  within  the  knowledge  and 
recoUection  of  Members  here  to-night 
when  the  speeches  upon  the  Address  in 
reply  to  Her  Majesty's  most  gracious 


Speech  have  been  of  a  formal  character.and 
I  hope  Members  opposite  will  believe  that 
I  speak  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  when 
I  express  the  wish  tliat  the  proceedings 
on  the  present  occasion  could  have  par- 
taken of  that  nature.  It  is  no  pleasure  to 
rise  to  impugn  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  foreign  affairs.  My 
own  past  conduct  in  this  House  enables 
me  to  say  that  I  have  never  offered  a 
factious  opposition  to  any  Government  with 
r^;ard  to  foreign  affairs.  Last  year  I 
gained  some  iutwill  from  hon.  Gentle 
men  on  my  own  side  of  the  House 
because  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  sup- 
port Her  Majesty's  Glovemment  in  the 
lobby  upon  the  critical  questions  which 
had  for  tne  time  overcloudad  our  relations 
with  France.  I  had  previously  con- 
sidered it  to  be  my  duty  at  public 
meetings  in  my  own  constituency  and 
elsewhere,  at  the  risk  of  offending 
those  with  whom  I  generally  agree,  to 
record  the  opinion  that  in  the  controversy 
with  France,  the  country  with  which  of 
all  others  we  ought  to  be  on  good  terms, 
right  and  justice  lay  with  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  If  I  thought  for  one 
moment  t^t  audi  was  the  position  of 
aSaxn  to-day,  I  would  not  hesitate  again  to 
do  what  I  should  consider  to  be  my  duty, 
even  at  the  risk  of  again  separating  myself 
from  hon.  Members  of  my  own  party,  in 
supporting  the  Grovernment.  I  honestly 
regret  that  that  is  not  the  case.  I  am  glad, 
however,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  although  he  has 
severely  condemned  by  anticipation  the 
Amendment  I  am  goin^  to  move,  has  not 
contended  that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
have  no  right  to  move  such  an  Amend- 
ment. I  have  been  astonished  to  read 
the  criticisms  which,  in  certain  influential 
newspapers,  have  been  levelled  against  the 
Opposition.  Not  only  is  it  common  sense, 
but  all  historical  precedent  and  every  con- 
stitutional doctrine  points  to  this,  that 
the  first  and  legitimate  duty  of  the  Oppo* 
sition,  whether  in  regard  to  foreign  or 
home  affairs,  is  to  indulge  in  criticism  of 
the  proper  kind  and  at  the  ri^ht  moment. 
On  the  other  hand  it  is  not  their  right  to  go 
one  inch  outside  their  proper  position,  and 
allow  that  criticism  to  deg^erate  into 
faotion,  uid  I  earnestly  trust  that  not  one 
word  of  mine  to-night  will  appeu*  so  to 
degenerate.  If  we  were  not  to  indulge 
in  criticism  upon  occasions  of  tms 
kind  we  should  perhaps  be  obliged 
to  have  recourse  to  some  such  course  as 


Digitized  by 


1  lo        Address  in  Answer  to        {COMMONS}         the  Queen's  Speech. 


116 


that  adopted  by  Mr.  Fox  and  liia 
followers,  when  they  thought  fit  to 
abandon  their  duty  in  Parlument,  and 
he  retired  to  St  Ann's  HilL  But 
the  Terdiet  of  the  historian  and  the 
biographer  has  been  adrexse  to  the  course 
they  then  adopted,  and  has  endorsed  the 
action  of  Mr.  Tiemey,  who  at  the  head  of 
a  small  and  diminished  section,  remained 
here,  and  attended  this  House.  It  has  been 
said  that  1  have  against  me  the  great  prece- 
dent of  the  conduct  of  the  elder  Pitt,  but  I 
am  afraid  that  those  who  say  that  if  we 
follow  the  example  of  the  elder  Pitt  we 
should  abandon  opposition  and  criticism 
in  this  House  must  be  very  insufficiently 
acquainted  with  that  stateBman's  character, 
conduct,  and  career.  The  abler  Pitt  was 
not  only  a  successful  war  minister,  but 
a  leader  of  opposition,  and  nobody 
denies  that  one  of  the  greatest  chapters 
in  his  life  is  his  persistent  opposition 
(when  Lord  Chatham)  against  what 
he  considered  to  be  the  unwise  and  im- 

r>litic  war  with  our  American  colonies, 
think  above  all  of  that  famous  speech  in 
which  he  spoke  of  the  "  spring  hopes  and 
verdant  promisra"  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  and  I  cannot  help  fearing 
that  in  regud  to  some  passages  of  our 
South  African  affairs  we  have  been  till 
recently  in  danger  of  realising  the  force 
of  that  sarcastic  description  in  which 
Iiord  Chatham  warned  the  House  of 
Lords  in  1776  against  listening  to  "spring 
hopes  and  verdant  promises  in  regard 
to  military  affairs.  That  was  the 
moment  when  a  large  British  army  was 
in  America  in  a  difficult  and  isolated 
position,  and  was  described  by  the 
elder  Pitt  as  being  too  many  to 
make  peace  and  too  few  to  make  war. 
It  is  not  my  wish  to  turn  this  debate 
into  a  criticism  of  War  Office  details, 
or  to  impugn  the  position  of  any  par- 
ticular person  or  office.  I  venture  to 
remind  the  House  that  attacks  on 
particular  Ministers  and  particular  depart- 
ments have  not  proceeded  from  this  side 
of  the  House,  nor  have  they  been  made 
at  public  meeting  addressed  by  members 
of  the  party  to  which  I  belong.  AU  those 
criticisms  have  emanated  from  th>*  Minis- 
terial side  of  the  House  and  fnun  news- 

rpem  representii^  Ministerial  views, 
altogether  repudiate  them.  About  six 
weeks  ago  the  grim  silence  of  a  London 
Sunday  morning  was  enlivened  by  an 
article  in  a  Ministerial  joumid  which  said 
that  the  country  was  in  danger,  and  that 
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the  only  way  to  save  it  was  to  call  for  the 
immediate  resignation  of  the  Lord  Privy 
Seal  and  the  President  of  the  Local 
Government  Boud.  I  have  very  great 
teapect  for  the  President  of  tlie  Loe^ 
Government  Board,  but  I  have  yet  to 
learn  that  Pretoria  is  subject  to  the  Orders 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  while,  a» 
to  the  Lord  Privy  Seal,  some  years  ago 
I  attempted  to  ascertain  what  his  duties 
were,  but  I  do  not  recollect  that  it  was 
ever  said  that  he  had  any  special  respon- 
sibility for  South  Africa  or  that  South 
Africa  was  was  under  his  particular  con- 
trol. The  House  must  recollect  that  the 
iJaily  Mail  is  not  the  organ  of  the  Front 
Opposition  Bench,  nor  are  we  very 
influential  with  regard  to  the  policy  of 
the  Spectator  newspaper,  but  those  are  the 
quarters  from  which  the  attacks  upon 
particular  departments  Have  emanated. 
In  their  columns  it  is  stated  that  the 
only  thing  which  can  save  the  country  is 
the  immediate  expulsion  of  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  and  the  substitution 
for  him  of  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
Belfast.  According  tothe  S^Me^o/or  the  hon. 
Member  should  go  to  Pul  Mall,  clad,  I 
snimose,  in  complete  armour  like  the  ghost 
of  HanUet's  father,  and  immediately  do 
some  great  or  striking  action  which  will 
deliver  this  unfortunate  country  and  so 
alarm  President  Krugerthat  he  will  at  once 
sue  for  peace  upon  bended  knees.  I  will 
only  mention  one  other  of  these  ridiculous 
proposals,  which,  remember,  emanate  from 
organs  representing  the  Ministerial  side 
of  the  House.  I  am  told  that  in  a  York- 
shire newspaper  the  weakness  of  the 
Grovemment  has  been  stated  to  consist  in 
the  faet  that  the  Member  for  the  Ecclesall 
Division  of  Sheffield  is  not  a  member  of 
the  Government,  and  that  he  ought  to  be 
at  once  called  in  to  advise  Her  Maje8t3r's 
Ministers.  Unfortunately,  he  is  not  here 
at  present ;  he  has  gone  to  the  seat  of 
war,  as  he  went  to  Greece  and  Turkey 
two  years  ago.  He  was  then  taken 
prisoner  by  the  Greeks  at  sea,  and  is  now 
probably  undergoing  a  second  period 
of  captivity.  I  am  sure  when  he 
returns  we  shall  listen  to  him  with  great 
interest.  But,  Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  presence  or  absence  of  any  of  the  hon. 
Members  to  whom  reference  has  been  made 
is  at  all  the  question  before  the  House.  I 
agree  with  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  that 
during  the  last  five  years  very  great 
alterations  and  improvements  have  been 
made  at  the  War  Office.    But  it  is 
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also  perfectly  possible  at  the  same  time 
to  bdieve  that  the  preparations  made 
neeesaaiy  by  this  suddeQ  war  in  South 
Africa  cast  a  burden  upon  the  War 

Office  which  it  was  not  ready  to  under- 
take, and  therefore  the  bUune  is  not 
upon  the  War  Office  or  any  departmental 
Minister  who  represents  the  military  or 
the  civil  side  of  the  War  Office,  but  it  is 
upon  the  Cabinet  and  upon  the  Grovem- 
ment.  Being  a  civilian,  I  would  hesitate 
to  offer  even  the  most  modest  ofdnion  of 
my  own  upon  any  military  question 
whatever,  but  I  have  been  very  much 
struck  by  the  opinion  oi  a  writer  of  great 
knowlec^  and  authority,  whose  name  I 
believe  is  known,  but  wldch  I  am  not  at 
liberty  to  mention — the  writer  of  a  very 
able  article  in  the  January  number  of  the 
Edinbtirgh  Bfvieu;  in  which  the  whole  of 
this  military  question  is  discussed  with 
great  knowledge  and  admirable  impar- 
tiality. The  writer  points  out  that  the 
responsibility  for  this  war,  and  therefore 
for  the  preparations  necessitated  by  the 
war,  is  not  a  matter  which  you  can  trace 
to  the  War  Office  as  a  separate  depart- 
ment (rf  the  State,  and  that  therefore  it  is 
not  possible  to  make  any  particular 
Minister  responsible,  excepting  in  so  far 
as  he  is  a  member  of  the  Cabinet,  and 
jointly  responsible  with  his  colleagues  for 
whatever  mistakes  have  been  made.  The 
war,  he  says,  is  not  due  to  the  War 
Office.  Their  business  has  solely  been  to 
ot;gani8e  the  strength  of  the  nation  with 
the  means  placed  at  their  disposal  and 
to  render  to  the  Government  an 
account  of  the  British  readiness  to  take 
the  field.  It  has  been  the  duty  of 
successive  Governments  and  Parliaments 
to  decide  upon  the  scale  of  our  armaments 
on  land  and  on  sea,  and  the  duty  of  the 
Military  and  Naval  Departments  is 
to  give  the  very  best  army  and  navy 
procurable  under  those  conditions  in 
order  to  carry  out  the  general  objects 
which  those  Governments  and  Cabinets 
have  had  in  view.  That  is  a  true  aud 
Intimate  description  of  the  constitutional 
reUtions  of '  the  War  Office  and  the 
Govenunent.  My  case  against  the 
Government  is  not  a  departmental  case 
against  the  War  Office,  but  it  is,  following 
the  words  of  the  writer  in  the  Edinburgh 
RevievOy  that  the  general  objects  which  you 
suddenly  thrust  upon  the  War  Office  by 
embarking  them  in  a  great  war  in  South 
Africa,  were  objects  for  which  your  War 
OfBce  was  not  orguiieed,  is  not  oi^anised, 


and  never  has  been  on^ised,  and  for 
which  you  had  not  voted  estimates.  We 
all  value  our  civil  rights  and  political 
liberties,  and  it  is  an  awrming  thing  to  see 
the  light  way  in  which  plana  are  being 
now  put  forward  to  introduce  military  con- 
scription into  this  country,  and  in  which 
we  are  called  as  a  matter  of  course,  almost 
without  discussion,  to  vote  enormous 
sums  in  order  to  send  120,000  men  to 
South  Africa.  Your  War  Office  and 
existing  militaiy  oi^aniaation  was  never 
intended  for  suui  a  purpose.  The  policy 
of  this  country  was  never  fixed  upcnt 
lines  meant  to  make  this  country  a 
great  military  Power.  I  want  to  Imow 
under  what  conception,  not  only  of 
military  policy,  but  also  of  law  and 
government,  is  it  that  friends  and  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  come  forward 
with  a  light  heart  and  say  that  at  every 
cost,  never  mind  what,  never  mind  the 
number  of  men  who  may  be  swallowed 
up  in  South  Africa,  we  are  to  be  ready  in 
future  to  hurl  masses  of  men  across 
the  ocean  regardless  of  the  cpnsequences 
to  our  own  institutions  and  liberties 
which  entering  upon  a  gigantic 
policy  ot  this  kind  must  entail. 
An  army  or  a  navy  is  a  sufficient 
and  efficient  force,  not  in  the  ab 
stract,  but  according  to  the  burdens 
which  the  Government  of  the  time 
calls  upon  it  to  bear ;  and  my  case  against 
the  Government  is  that  the  burden  which 
they  have  placed  upon  the  War  Office  ia 
one  which  no  War  Office  could  possibly 
have  supported  without  greater  notice 
and  fuller  time  than  that  which  was 
allowed.  In  the  article  already  referred 
to  the  author,  speaking  evidently  with 
an  inside  knowledge  of  affiiirs,  says  that, 
in  his  opinion,  the  (Var  Office  has  placed 
the  defences  of  the  United  Kingdom  upon 
a  sound  basis,  and  that  about  a  year  ago 
that  work  was  well  forward  and  was  fast 
approaching  completion.  But  the  very 
fact  that  so  much  eneiw  and  skill  had 
been  put  into  it  had  fully  occupied  the 
time  of  the  officials  of  the  War  Office,, 
and  prevented  them  giving  the  time  which 
they  intended  to  ImperiaTde&noe,  which 
they  desired  to  take  up  at  the  proper  time. 
Those  facts  must  have  been  within  the 
knawledge  of  the  Government,  and  yet, 
notwithstanding  this,  the  War  Office  is 
suddenly  called  upon  by  what  I  venture 
to  call  an  irritating  and  reckless  policy,  to 
periorm  duties  for  the  performance  of 
which  you  have  not  given  them  the 
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proper  means,  and  in  regard  to  which  you 
have  not  allowed  adequate  time  for  pre- 
paration. I  must  protest,  at  the  same 
time,  against  what  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  when  he  said  that  nothing  had 
been  done  for  the  defences  of  this  country 
by  previous  Administrations.  It  is  almost 
impossible  to  separate  naval  and  military 
administration.  Does  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  mean  to  tell  this  Home  that 
he  thinks  Lord  Spencer  did  nothing  for 
the  administration  of  the  Navy  1  The 
two  things  largely  hang  together,  and  I 
venture,  in  the  first  place,  to  ask  him  that 
question.  I  venture  to  deny  the  state- 
ment that  nothing  was  done  for  military 
reform  during  the  Administration  of  Mr. 
Gladstone  and  Lord  Kosebery.  I  would 
remind  him  that  on  the  very  day  when 
this  GoTemment  came  into  power  a  great 

Sersonal  change  took  place  which  un- 
oubtedly  enamed  a  new  era  of  military 
affairs  to  be  optmed.  It  is  beyond  dispute 
that  the  Duke  of  Wellington  was  the 
greatest  soldier  of  his  day,  and  yet  when 
he  died  everybody  felt  that  military  Re- 
forms which  had  before  been  looked  upon 
as  impossible  afterwards  became  more 
possible  than  they  otherwise  would  have 
become.  I  apply  that  analogy  now,  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  although  no  man  was 
more  devoted  to  his  profession,  or  threw 
himself  with  greatw  zeal  into  the  dis- 
cha^  of  his  duttes  than  the  Duke 
of  ^mbridge,  neverthdess,  when  the 
change  in  Uie  command  in  chief  took 
place  at  the  time  the  present  Government 
came  into  power,  and  the  Duko  of  Cam- 
bridge gave  way  to  Lord  Wolseley,  certain 
reforms  became  more  easy.  I  say  this  not- 
withstanding all  my  admiration  for  the 
services  and  great  career  of  the  Duke 
of  Cambridge.  It  vas  ungenerous  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  stand  up  in 
this  House  and  say  that  nothing  whatever 
had  been  done  for  military  reform  by 
tbe  Government  of  Lord  Bosebny  when 
we  recollect  that  there  were  certain 
advantages  entirely  unconnected  with 
the  personality  of  Her  Majesty's  present 
Ministers  which  undoubtedly  facilitated 
the  reforms  which  all  Grovemments  de- 
sired to  carry  out.  The  (Government 
have  thrown  on  the  back  of  an  already 
overburdened  War  Office  the  gigantic 
task  of  tranroorting  a  large  army  across 
the  sea.  I  think  I  may  say,  so  far  as  the 
War  Office  is  concerned,  that  the  trans- 
port of  these  men  has  been  well  carried 
ont,  and  if  anybody  had  told  as  a  few 
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years  ago  that  it  would  be  possible  at  such 
very  short  notice  to  send,  not  across  the 
Channel,  but  to  the  uttermost  ends  of  the 
earth,  across  the  ocean,  a  large  and,  on  the 
whole,  a  well  equipped  army,  even  allow- 
ing for  some  inevitable  failures  in  small 
details,  it  would  have  been  said  that  was 
a  matter  of  which  we  might  well  be 
proud.  But  it  is  perfectly  possible  to 
bold,  as  I  do,  this  view,  and  to  hold  the 
view  at  the  same  time  that  the  War  Office 
ought  never  to  have  been  called  upon  to 
perform  this  duty  owing  to  the  circum- 
stances which  I  have  explained.  The  War 
Office  were  engaged  upon  reforms  which 
would  have  enabled  them,  when  com- 
pleted, a  few  years  hence,  to  hare 
performed  their  duties  in  an  effec- 
tual manner,  because  then  the  whole 
question  of  the  military  defences  of  the 
Empire  would  have  been  taken  into  con- 
sideration. Who  can  doubt  when  Uie 
Bill  mentioned  in  Her  Majesty's  gracious 
Speech  for  the  federation  of  the  Austndian 
colonies  is  carried  through  it  will  be  a 
measure  which  will  very  greatly  facilitate 
the  solution  of  the  problem  of  ImperisJ 
defence,  and  will  enable  them  to  co- 
operate with  us  in  a  manner  which  they 
cannot  do  now.  That  is  one  reason  why 
the  War  Office  should  not  have  been 
called  upon  to  send  this  army  across  the 
sea  now.  It  is  further  the  undoubted  fact 
— and  nothing  that  fell  from  the  ri^t 
hon.  Gentleman  enables  me,  much  as  I 
should  wish, '  to  alter  the  opinion  that 
everybody  has  formed,  even  his  own 
followers  and  supporters,  from  the  perusal 
of  his  speeches — that  the  belief  of  the 
Government  was  that  the  Transvaal  would 
never,  of  its  own  accord,  declare  war 
against  England.  That  is  not  a  questitm 
of  War  Office  administration,  but  a 
question  of  the  belief  of  the  Govern- 
ment. They  believed  that  the  Orange 
Free  State,  which  had  shown  very 
^reat  independence  of  the  IVansvaiu 
in  many  ways  in  r^ard  to  commercial 
matters,  never  was  lucely  to  turn  round 
and  enter  into  an  alliance,  offensive  as 
well  as  defensive,  with  the  Transvaal 
Qovemment.  They  believed  that  under 
no  circumstances  would  the  Transvaal  or 
the  Free  State  armies  invade  British 
territory,  and  they  did  not  believe 
that  the  forces  of  the  Transvaal  and  the 
Orange  Free  State  combined  represented 
anything  like  the  number  of  men 
who  are  now  gathered  under  thai 
standards.    The  ri^t  hon.  Oflntleman 
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lias  answered,  no  doubt,  many  of  the 
queries  of  my  right  hon.  friend  in  regard 
to  Sir   William  Butler's  despat^es, 
and  the  answers  he  has  given  us,  as 
iar  as  I  am  able  to  form  an  ^nion, 
are  of  a  satisfoctOTy  kind.     But  as 
I  hare  already  pointed  out  neither  my 
right  hon.  friend  nor  myself  base  our  case 
upon  the  existenoe  or  non-existence  of 
some  particular  despatch  or  paper  in  the 
War  Office  or  the  Colonial  Office.  We 
base  our  case  upon  far  larger  grounds. 
NVe  do   not   impugn  any  particular 
minister.    If  we  are  to  impu^i  anybody 
it  would  be  that  extraordmaiy  body 
the  Committee  of  National  Defence. 
\Oalb  is  this  Committee  (rf  National  De- 
fence, and  what  are  its  duties  1  Of  whom 
does  it  really  consist  t    Where  does  it 
meet?     When    the    Government  was 
formed,  I  recollect  there  was  a  great 
flourish  of  trumpets  about  the  Committee 
of  National  Defence.    I  was  always  of 
opinion   that   the   true   Committee  of 
National  Defence  consisted  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  the  Secretary 
d  State  for  War,  and  what  I  want  to  know 
is  what  is  the  advantage  of  catling  into 
council  men  who,  as  ur  as  I  can  make 
out,  are  none  of  them  military  men, 
but  are  certain  civilian  members  of  the 
Calunet,  presided   over  by  the  Lord 
President.    The  very  name  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  National  Defence  has  to  me  an 
ominous  ring.    We  have  all  heard  of  the 
Government   of   National    Defence  in 
France,  which    only  hves   in  history 
because  it  failed  to  drive  out  the  in- 
vader and  to  prevent  the  capitulation 
of  Paris.    My  right  hon.   friend  has 
b^pily  compared   the  Committee  of 
National  Defence  to  the  Aulic  Council  of 
Vienna,  which  historians  hare  said  is 
responsible  for  all  the  great  military 
disasters  which  have  befallen  the  Austrian 
Gmjure.    I  cannot  help  noticing  in  this  i 
connection  another  unfortunate  circum- 1 
stance  which  originated  with  the  present  { 
Government,  and  that  is  that  the  great . 
office  of  Prime  Minister  has  been  asso- 1 
dated  with  that  of  the  Minister  for  \ 
Foreign  Afiairs.    I  am  quite  willing  to  i 
acknowledge  that  if  I  was  to  look  at  this  I 
matter  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  j 
inside  of  the  Foreign  Office,  I  might  see  j 
some  advantages  in  it,  because  the  com- 1 
bination  saves  time  in  the  passing  back-  i 
wards  and  forwards  of  despatches  before 
final  signature.     But  that  is  only  a 
small  part  of  the  question.    The  office 


of  the  Prime  Minister,  so  far  as  it 
is  capable  of  definition,  is  to  control 
the  general  poUcy  of  the  Cabinet. 
Now  if  ever  there  was  a  case  where 
the  general  control  of  the  Prime  Minister 
was  aesirable,  and  where  unfortunately  it 
was  found  wanting,  that  was  the  case  of 
our  negotiations  with  the  South  African 
Kepubhc.  I  can  hardly  imagine  that  any 
minister  having  to  deal  with  South  African 
affairs  would  not  have  desired  to  ob- 
tain what  might  be  called  a  good 
second  opinion  upon  nearly  every 
important  step  of  the  negotiations. 
Without  wishing  to  suggest  anything 
disrespectful  of  the  right  hon.  Gentlranan 
t^e  Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  1  woidd 
remind  the  House  that  Lord  Kusaell,  who 
had  been  Foreign  Minister,  stated  in  his 
place  in  the  House  of  Lords  in  1871  that  he 
had  himself — more  particularly  on  two 
famous  occasions — found  an  enormous 
advantage  through  not  being  Prime 
Minister  as  well  as  Foreign  Secretary, 
because  he  was  able  to  submit  hia 
despatches  for  criticism  to  the  superior 
knowledge  and  judgment  of  Lord 
Palmerston.  If  a  man  who  had  himself 
been  Prime  Minister,  like  Lord  Kusaellf 
was  able,  in  his  old  age,  publicly  and  wil- 
lingly to  make  an  admission  oi  that  kind^ 
you  may  be  perfectly  certain  that  when 
great  negotiations  of  this  kind  are  going 
on,  that  what  is  true  of  the  Foreign  Minis- 
ter is  equally  true  of  the  Colonial  Minister^ 
and  it  would  have  been  a  great  advantage 
if  the  despatches  of  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
so  many  of  them  unfortunate  in  theii- 
tone  and  irritating  in  their  muiner,  had 
been  first  submitt^  to  the  riper  wisdom 
of  the  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  who,  we  all  admit,  is  a  states- 
man of  the  greatest  experience,  and 
who  has,  on  the  whole,  been  singularly 
successful  as  Foreign  Minister.  In  regard 
to  the  military  aspect  of  this  expedition, 
the  real  indictment  against  the  Grovem- 
ment  is  that  they  have  plunged  into  it 
like  the  administration  of  Lord  Aber- 
deen plunged  into  the  Crimean  war. 
The  main  fact  of  the  present  situa- 
tion is  that  which  my  right  hon. 
friend  put  forward  at  the  commencement 
of  his  remarks — the  main,  broad,  and 
terrible  fact  that  we  are  at  war.  As  he 
very  truly  said,  that  fact  by  itself  may  be 
said  to  shift  the  burden  of  proof  from  me, 
or  anybody  else  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
on  to  the  (>ovemment,  to  show  why  war  has 
become  necessary.    Lord  Clarendon,  one. 
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of  the  greatest  Foreign  Ministers  we  ev^r 
had,   passed,    perhaps,  unintentionally, 
the  severest  condemnation  on  the  Crimean 
War,  by  acknowledging  that  we  hod 
drifted  into  it.    I  believe  the  honour  of 
that  phrase  has  been  divided  between  him 
and  Lord  Aberdeen,  the  Prime  Minister 
at  the  time,  but  in  any  case  it  was  used  ■ 
and  I  think  it  very  accoiately  describes 
the   circumstances    under  which  this 
conntry  has  been  involved  in  this  most 
unfortunate  war.    I  hope  I  shall  not  be 
charged  with  this  imputation  of  fac- 
tion, by  again  quoting  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury,  in  the  first  of  the 
series   of    speeches    he   delivered  in 
Kast  Manchester— so  often  alluded  to, 
and  to  be  alluded  to  again.    He  used 
language  about  the  Opposition  which,  I 
confess,  I  read  with  regret.    He  said 
that  ^  the  Opposition     merely  exist — 
politically  exist— to  take  some  wgu- 
mentative     or    controversial  advan- 
tage    of     the     Crovemment     which  ^ 
happens  to  be  in  power."    Such  language 
coming  from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  i 
was  very  unfortunate.     Some  day  or  i 
another,  under  the  stress  of  party  warfare,  : 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may  again  find 
himself  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  I  \ 
hope  that  the  Government  of  that  day 
may  not  be  exposed,  as  a  matter  of  < 
coarse,  to  an  Opposition  of  that  kind.   1 1 
can  recollect  myself,  when  I  held  office  | 
with  my  right  hon.  friend  beside  me,  i 
some  forms  of  opposition  which  might  i 
come  within  the  description  of  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  would  suggest  I 
to  him  that  he  should  not  indulge  in  \ 
language  which  might  rei'ive  recollections  i 
we  are  all  quite  wilHng  to  forget,  and  > 
prefer  if  wc  can  to  invoh'e  in  an  atmo- 
sphere of  philosophic  doubt.    The  broad  > 
qnestiou  is,  and  we  have  a  right  to ' 
ask  it,  How  is  it  that  we  are  at  war  f  i 
[    venture   to    say   thai;   we    cannot  i 
answer  that  question  satisfactorily  without  | 
examining  the  history  <^  those  negotia- 1 
tions  which  preceded  the  war.    I  assure  ; 
the  House  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  i 
weary  it  by  going  over  in  any  detail  the  i 
ground  that  was  trod  in  our  long  debates  i 
in  October  last.    But  if  I  wanted  to  do  ; 
80  I  might  find  a  justification  for  it,  and 
{or  a  great  deal  more,  on  account  of  : 
what  fell  from  the  First  Lord  of  the  ' 
Treasury.    He  attempted  to  pour  ridicule 
upon  the  fact  that  uie  history  of  these 
-n^tiations,  as  touched  upon  in  this 
Amendment,  only  began  in  1895.  Well, 
Lord  E.  FUxmautiee. 


does  he  want  to  go  still  further  Inck  ? 
If  I  were  to  do  so  I  would  have  to  prolong 
my  observations  to  a  greater  extent  than 
I  desire  to  trespass  on  the  attention  of 
the  House.    But  if  I  were  to  accept  the 
invitation  of  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  to 
extend  my  inquiries  behind  the  year 
1895,  I  should  only  strengthen  my  own 
case.    Because  my  case  is  this— -«Dd  I 
desire  to  put  it  in  perfectly  clear  and  un- 
ambiguous language — that  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment  have  been  all  along  far  too 
ready  to  forget  the  events  before  1895, 
and  to  forget  that  although  in  compara- 
tively recent  years  we  ha\  e  had  consider- 
able grievances  against  the  Tnuisvaal 
KepubUc,  there  are  behind  these  years, 
memories  of  facts  and  transactions  which 
have  sown,  and  not  unnaturally  sown,  in 
the  breast  of  the  Boers  of  the  Transvaal 
feelings  of  suspicion,  and  in  some  oases  of 
hatred  which  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Colonial  Minister  to  bear  in  mind  tf  he 
desires  to  have  a  reputation  for  wise  and 
prudent  statesmanship.    My   regret  is 
that  the  papers  presented  to  us,  and  dis- 
cussed in  October,   showed  that  the 
Colonial  Minister  had  not  taken  these 
feelings  into  consideration,  and  had  pur- 
sued an  irritating  com'se  of  diplomacy, 
very  largely  on  his  own  responsibility, 
and  without  that  wise  control  which  the 
Prime  Minister  might  have  given  to  it 
if  he  had  not  Iteen  also  Foreign  Secre- 
tarr.     The   Colonial   Seeretar>'  thus 
embittered  the  relations  between  this 
country  and  the    South  African  Re- 
publics.   The  proposals  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  were  in  themselves  not  open 
to  objection,  but  when  they  considered 
the  manner  in  which   they  were  made, 
they  became  the  object  of  suspicion,  be- 
cause they  were  associated  in  the  minds 
of  the  Boers  of  the  Transvaal  Ke[mblio 
with  events  and  embittered  memories 
their  youth.    I  do  not  want  to  go  beyond 
1895.    The  last  days  of  that  year  and  the 
earliest  days  of  1896  marked  a  point  of 
departure.    The  events  happened  which 
are  associated    with  the  raid  and  its 
immediate    results    and  consequences. 
Now,    the   raid    was    not    the  work 
of  one    or    two  entirely  independent 
people,  as  was  at  first  thought.    It  was 
part  of  a  conspiracy,  long  and  deeply 
planned  by  the  Prime  Minister  of  Cape 
Colony ;  and  when  that  fact,  first  denied 
and  long  artfully  concealed,  came  out, 
can  it  be    wondered  at  that  people 
naturally    prone    to    suspicion  were 
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plunged    into  an  atmosphere  of.  still  j  much  deplore — regarding  the  desirability 


deeper  suspicion — an  atmosphere  which 
in  any  case  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
remove.    But  that  difficulty  was  made 
an  impossibility,  not  only  by  the  course 
of  the  diplomacy  of  the  right  hon.  the 
Colonial  oecretary,  but  by  various  events 
in  this  country  which  I  do  not  hesitate 
to  allude  to  in  this  debate.    This  country 
is  not  merely  judged  abroad  by  the 
language,   courteous  or  discourteous,  of 
its  representatives  abroad  or  at  home. 
There  is  a  large  world  even  more  im- 
portant than  any  world  of  officialdom; 
and  I  venture  to  say  that  the  worst  thing 
about  the  Kaid  was  that,  not  only  was 
the  punishment  meted  out  by  the  courts 
of    law,   so  far  as  the  offenders  came 
within  reach  of  English  justice,  certainly 
not  excessive — and  I  do  not  advocate 
excessive  punishment — but  that  much  of 
it  was  remitted  at  a  very  early  date,  so 
far  as  one  can  judge,  after  a  course  of 
agitation  in  this   country  which  made 
the  heroes  of  this  raid — which,  had  it 
been   on  sea,   would  have  been  called 
an    act    of  piracy — for   the  moment 
some  of  the  most  popular  people  in  this 
country,  so  far  as  outward  manifestations 
could  point.     The    leaders  were  the 
<larlin^  ol  London  drawing-rooms,  and 
the  pnvates  were  the  cheap  heroes  of 
every  music-hall.    Do  you  think  these 
facts  were  not  known  abroad,  and  in  the 
Transvaal  T    Can  you  wonder,  then,  that 
these  suspicious  people  in  the  Transvaal, 
seeing  people  of  great  social  position  ami 
influence  taking  so  incorrect  a  view,  lie- 


of  beginning  negotiations 
grievances  which  existed  in 


about  the 
the  Trans-- 

vaal.  Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  a  man 
of  the  soundest  judgment  in  South 
African  affairs,  both  telM;raphed  and 
wrote  back  to  say  that  nothing 
in  his  opinion,  would  be  more  unwise 
than  to  commence  these  negotiations,  and 
to  appear  at  that  moment,  almost  red 
handed  from  the  raid,  to  be  cramming  re- 
forms down  the  throats  of  the  Transvaal 
Republic.  But  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
not  to  be  denied,  and  telegraphed  positive 
instructions  to  Sir  H.  BobuiBon  to  pro- 
ceed with  these  negotiations.  These 
despatches  were  the  beginning  of  the 
long  and  ui^ortunate  negotiations,  the 
ena  of  which  is  that  we  are  involved 
in  war  in  South  Africa.  I  wish  that 
I  could  terminate  my  obser\'ations 
on  that  chapter  of  history  here,  but  I 
shall  not  hesitate  to  say  in  this  House- 
where,  after  all,  freedom  of  speech  has 
existed  for  centuries,  and  where  no  power 
in  the  press,  or  anywhere  else,  is  great 
enough  to  put  it  down — that  in  my 
opinion  the  punishment,  or  rather  the 
escape  from  punishment  and  blame  of  the 
prime  organiser  of  the  raid,  was  one  of 
the  most  fatal  things  that  ever  happened. 
It  is  time  that  this  should  be  said  from 
these  benches.  Sir,  I  have  said,  and  I  do 
not  retire  by  one  jot  from  the  statement, 
that  if  the  raid  had  been  an  expedition 
at  sea,  it  would  have  been  an  act  of 
common  piracy,  and  the  man  who  stays 
at  home  and  organises  an  act  of  piracy 


lieved  that,  although  the  War  Offica  i  is  an  accessory  before  the  fact,  and  is  as 
had  properly  punished  these  men,  and  ,  criminal  as  the  men  who  carry  it  out. 
did  its  duty  in  the  matter,  there  was  an  The  prime  organiser  w&s  Mr,  Cecil 
opinion  in  £ngland  stronger  than  the  |  Rhodes,  and  he  is  still  on  the  roll  of  Her 
War  Office ;  stronger  than  ^e  Courts  j  Majesty's  Privy  Council  It  was  univer- 
of  Justice — the  opinion  of  the  "  man  '  sally  believed  that  one  of  the  first 
in   the  street,"    if  I   may   use    that  I  acts      of    the    Government  would 


current  expression,  which  would  force  the 
hands  of  justice  in  this  country,  and 
would  ev  entually  enable  a  larger,  and 
stronger,  and  if  possible  more  successful 
raid  to  be  made  against  the  Transvaal. 
Kow,  what  was  the  conduct  of  the 
Oovernment,  as  i-epresented  by  the  Colo- 
nial Office  ?  In  the  first  place  it  was 
most  injudicio<is.  If  you  turn  to  the 
Blue  Book  you  will  find  that  hardly  had 
the  embers  of  the  raid  died  doMrn  than 
the  Colonial  Minister  began  telegraph- 
ing to  Sir  Hercules  Robinson— whose 
death  and  disappearance  from  office  and 
responsibiUty  this  country  cannot  too 


have  been  to  have  struck  off  Sir. 
Rhodes  from  the  roll  of  that  Council. 
Suppose  this  raid  had  been  organised 
against  some  powerful  Continental  State 
like  France  or  Germany,  do  you  imagine 
for  a  single  moment  that  we  would  have 
kept  the  prime  mover  in  it  on  the  roll  of 
the  Privy  Council,  the  roll  of  everything 
most  honourable  and  distinguished  in  this 
country  1  But  because  the  offence  was 
against  a  small  and  weak  State,  miles  away 
in  the  interior  of  Africa,  we  folded  our 
hands  and  nothing  was  done.  Then  came 
the  years  1897-98,  when  we  had  the  in- 
quiry into  the  raid  at  the  Cape — a  very 
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valuable  and  useful  inquiry — followed  by 
the  inquiry  here,  i  was  not  then  a 
Member  of  this  Hous^  and  am  not  con- 
versant with  some  of  the  details,  but  I 
^'enture  to  say  that  nobody  who  is  a 
student  of  constitutional  history  or  a 
lover  of  that  great  heritage  of  political 
privilege  and  right  which  belongs  to  the 
House  of  Commons  can  doubt  that  the 
manner  in  which  that  inquiry  ended 
struck  a  very  heavy  blow  at  the  right  of 
the  House  to  what  is  justly  regarded  as 
important  a  privilege  as  any  it  possesses 
— the  pri\'ilege  of  inquiry — quite  as  im- 
portant as  our  legislative  privilege  or  the 
general  control  exercised  over  administra- 
tion. I  recollect  perfectly  well  that  at 
the  time  of  the  Crimean  war,  when  Lord 
John  Russell  was  Leader  of  this  House 
and  Lord  Aberdeen  was  Prime  Minister, 
he  wrote  u  letter  which  is  contained 
in  his  Life  by  Mr.  Spencer  Walpole. 
He  there  placed  on  record,  as  against 
some  of  the  objections  of  his  colleagues, 
that  he  considered  this  ri^t  of  inquiry 
on  the  part  of  the  House  m  Commons  to 
be  one  of  its  most  precious  privileges. 
There  was  no  higher  constitutional 
authority  than  Lord  Bussel^  and  his 
name  will  always  be  mentioned  on  this 
side  of  the  House,  and  I  believe  on  the 
other  side  also,  with  great  honom-.  As 
I  have  said  the  inquiry  ended,  but 
like  a  river  which  is  lost  in  the  sands. 
Can  you  doubt  that  when  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  found  that  the 
main  result  of  the  inquiry  so  far  as 
they  were  concerned  was  that  the 
Colonial  Minister  rose  and  explained  in 
this  House  that  in  spite  of  what  was  con- 
tained in  the  report  of  the  Committee,  in 
his  opinion,  the  late  Prime  Minister  of 
Cape  Colony  was  an  entirely  honourable 
person,  and.  that  he  had  done  nothing 
that  clashed  with  the  rules  of  honour — 
can  you  doubt  that  in  the  Transvaal 
that  declaration  produced  a  most  un- 
favourable effect  ?  That  being  so,  was  it 
not  the  Imunden  duty  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  in  the  course  of  his  negotia- 
tions, to  avoid  every  cause  of  offence  he 
possibly  could  1  But  what  happened  ?  The 
Colonial  Secretary  published  and  pre- 
sented to.  Parliament  an  irritating  des- 
patch by  Sir  Alfred  Milner — a  most 
brilliant  piece  of  writing  I  admit,  but 
a  despatch  of  a  most  unusual  kind, 
considered  as  a  public  document.  It 
was  a  fresh  cause  of  suspicion.  Then 
tlft  Colonial  Secretary  went  down  to 
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Highbury  and  made  the  famous  speech 
so  often  alluded  to  in  the  debates  of 
last  OctobOT.  But  not  only  was  that 
speech  made;  but  the  Prime  Minister 
selected  that  time,  the  28th  July,  to  make 
a  speech  in  another  place,  which,  if  it 
had  been  made  in  relation  to  any  foreign 
Power  in  Europe  would  have  been  an 
adequate  reason  for  the  Ambassador  of 
that  Power  to  immediately  ask  for  his 
passports.  These  grave  and  important 
facts  are  the  reasons  why  we  say  that 
this  war  in  which  we  are  engaged 
could  have  been  avoided.  We  are  not 
here,  as  we  are  sometimes  told  in 
language  most  unfair,  to  appear  a» 
apologists  of  President  Kr^er,  and  to 
say  that  he  has'  been  alwa^re  right 
and  Her  Majesty's  Gknremment  always 
wrong.  On  the  contrary,  we  have 
always  said  that  President  Kruger 
was  an  obstinate  and  unreasonable 
old  man,  who  is  animated  by  a  bitter 
hatred  of  this  country.  Our  whole  case 
is  that  that  being  so  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary  to  do  everything 
he  could  to  avoid  bringing  matters  to  a 
crisis.  And  for  this  reason.  It  may 
sound  an  un^acious  thing  to  calculate  on 
the  of  President  Krager.  But  one 
must  Took  at  all  the  facta.  We  know  that 
he  is  76  years  of  age ;  and  we  know 
that  at  the  last  election  General  Joubert 
nearly  beat  him  for  the  Presidency.  Did 
not  common  sense  dictate  that  every  con- 
ceivable effort  should  be  made  to  stave 
off  anything  like  a  crisis  until  this  obsti- 
nate and  unreasonable  old  man  had  been 
removed  to  the  House  of  Lords  or  else- 
where 1  Sir,  exactly  the  opposite  course 
was  pursued,  and  the  result  was  that  a 
comlition  of  things  where  war  was  possible 
and  where  I  might  even  admit  war  waa 
under  certain  circumstances  probable,  was 
converted  into  a  state  of  things  where  war 
became  practically  a  certainty.  But  at  this 
point  we  are  met  by  a  new  departure.  Up 
to  the  end  of  October  the  Government 
was  content  to  rest  its  case  upon  the 
fact  that  it  had  pursued  the  negotia- 
tions in  a  regular  and  orthodox  way, 
and  that  owing  to  the  circumstances 
of  the  moment — laid  within  a  tolerably 
limited  compass — ^war  had  unfortunately 
resulted.  But  since  October — although  I 
admit  there  is  one  indication  of  it  in  Sir 
Alfred  Milner's  despatch  of  the  5th  May — 
a  perfectly  new  explanation  of  the  policy 
and  conduct  of  the  Government,  and  & 
new  apology  for  the  war,  has  suddenly 
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heeii  launched  on  the  foniitry.     AVe  are 
told  that  the  war  could  not  have  heen 
avoided,  and  was  absolutely  inevitable, 
because  of  the  gigantic  preparations  of 
the  Transvaal  for  many  years,  and  alao 
because  of  a  huge  conspiracy  not  merely 
to  maintAin  the  independence  of  the 
Oranxe  Free  State  and  the  Transvaal,  but 
acttuJly  to  drive  the  English  out  of  Cape 
Colony  and  out  of  Natal.    I  can  only  say 
that  if  the  Government  wore  in  poasession  \ 
hutt  Oetolwi'  of  information  which  really  ■ 
wimnnced  them  of  the  truth  of  these 
allegations,  they  ought  to  have  put  it 
fully  l>efore  the  House ;  they  ought  to  i 
have  taken  the  House  into  their  con- 
fidence :  they  ought  to  have  seen  that 
the  military    preparations    that  they 
could  make  were,  owing  to  the  circum- 
stances  I  pointed  out  in  the  earlier 
part  of  my  speech,  altogether  l>eyond 
what  was  possible,  notwithstanding  the 
good  organisation  of  the  War  Office — for 
the  ordinary  purposes  of  war  :  they  ought, 
in  that  case,  to  have  redoubled  their 
energies  to  have  avoided  saying  one 
single  word  which  was  likely  to  precipi- 
tate a  conflict,  because  they  knew  that  it 
would  not  be  only  a  promenade  across 
the  Drakensbei^g,  and  so  on  to  Pretoria, 
but  that  they  were  in  danger  of  a  move- 
ment of  the  Afrikander  population  in  the 
whole  of  South  Africa  against  us.    As  a 
matter  of  fact,  these  ideas  were  an  after- 
thought, and    even  at  this  moment, 
althoiigh  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has  put  them  forward  in  public  speeches 
at  Manchester  and  elsewhere,  and  other 
members  of  the  Government  have  followed 
suit — I  venture  to  say  that  I  am  not 
satisfied,  and  that  Meml)ers  on  this  side 
of  the  House  are  not  satisfied  that  there 
is  anywhere  any  evidence  of  gigantic 
mititary  preparations  in  the  Transvaal 
before  the   raid.     I  have  the  evidence 
of  the  Blue  Book  to  show  that  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson  wrote  after  the  raid, 
and  pointed  out  to  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary that  the  preparations  of  the  Boers 
were,  no  doubt,  very  great,  but  that  they 
were  defensive  preparations,   and  that 
they  wore  the  result  of  the  suspicious 
eauseil  by  the  raid.     That  is  not  my 
opniou,     but    that    of     the  High 
Commissioner,    Sir  Hercules  Robinson, 
afterwards  Lord  Kosmead.    The  opinion 
of  a  man  like  Sir  Hercules  Kobinson — 
Lord  Kosmead — who  had  lived  the  best 
part  of  Us  life  in  South   Africa,  and 
who  knew  the  ropes  as  no  other  man  did, 
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was  of  infinitely  grejiter  importance  than 
that  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner.    Then  there  is 
the  great  Afrikander  conspiracy,  of  which 
I   have    great    difficulty    in  speaking 
patiently.     I  do   not    believe  in  it. 
Where  is  the  evidence  of  it  ?    If  you  have 
any  evidence  give  it  to  us,  as  it  is  to  your 
interest  to  do  so.    The  great  Afrikander 
conspiracy  is  chiefly  supported  by  the  wild 
allegations  erf  some  society  of  which  Mr. 
Cecil  Rhodes  is  or  was  the  president,  and 
I  think  I  am  light  in  .naying  that  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  in  October  last  it 
was  stated  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  that 
it  woidd  be  unsafe  to  attach  too  great  a 
reliance  on  their  evidence.  I  cannot  find 
where  the  evidence  of  this  gigantic  con- 
spiracy is.    I  should  haye  thought  per- 
sons, and  documents,  and  facts  would  be 
produced,  but  there  is  nothing  of  the 
kind.    There  is  nothing  in  the  world 
whieh  drives  the  intellect  into  such  un- 
reasonable errors  as  the  idea  of  a  con- 
spiracy.    It  is  something  upon  which 
you  cannot  put  your  hand  :  everybody 
knows  it,  or  says  he  does  ;  it   is  here, 
there,   and   everywhere ;  at  the  door ; 
under  the   tal  ile ;    somebod  \'    has  seen 
it,  or  if  ho  has  not  seen  it  himself  he 
knows  of  8omobod>  who  has  ;  until  in  the 
end  many  believe  that  they  have  actually 
seen  and  heanl  things  who  would  have  to 
acknowledge,  if  pressed,  that  they  had 
never  seen  or  heard  anything  of  the  kind. 
We  have  seen  how  kst  year  a  neighbour- 
ing and  friendly  nation,  which  ought  to 
have  been  superior  to  any  such  ideas,  was 
driven  idmost   mad  by    the  idea  of  a 
great  Jewish  conspiracy.     It   was  said 
that  a  large  botly  of  people  in  this  country 
were  in  sympathy  and  alliance  with  it, 
and  we  know  how  absurd  that  was.  But 
people  in  France  believed  it.    We  know 
from  our  own  history  how  such  a  belief  lays 
hold  of  people.    Onr  own  records  show 
how  ill  the  reign  of  Charles  II.  wild 
imagination  ascribed  whatever  murder 
,  was  committed  and  whatever  crime  took 
!  place  to  a  supposed  popish  plot,  and  large 
numbers  of  persons  of  all  ranks  of  life 
were  sent  to  the  scaffold  in  consequence. 
I    say    the  Government    of  the  day 
ought  to  have  been  most  careful  before  it 
based  its  policy  on  the  belief  of  a  great 
Afrikander  conspiracy.    How  can  you  be- 
lieve in  the  report  of  this  great  conspii-acy 
in  the  face  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Dutch 
colonists  in  South  Africa  some  years  ago 
at  the  time  of  the  Jubilee  and  the  Colonial 
conference  for  federation  and  defence  1 
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The  Government  are  under  the  obliga- ; 
tion  now  to  make  np  their  minds  and  say 
which  of  the  two  horses  they  intend  to 
ride.    Was  the  war  inevitable  or  not  I  \ 
do  not  believe  that  even  the  First  Lord  i 
of  the  Treasury  could  make  out  that ! 
the  two  jirguments  work  together.    There  ' 
are  many  aspects   of  this   unfortunate ' 
war,  and  I  wish  that  even  when  I  have  ' 
traced   the   origina  as  I  have  that  I 
could  leave  it  there.  But  I  must  say  that '. 
the  Government  in  my  opinion  have  not  I 
acted  wisely  since  the  war  began,  or  rather  i 
since  it  became  certain  it  must  take  place.  \ 
I  am  not  going  to  indulge  in  military 
criticism,  because,  as  I  have  said,  I  am  i 
not  a  military  authority  ;  but  there  was  ' 
a  time  when  I  represented  the  Foreign  j 
Office  in  this  House,  and  I  may  therefore 
perhaps  be  entitled  to  say  a   word  on  ' 
this  aspect  of  the  question.    It  appears  to  ' 
me  that  there  has  been  a  most  lamentable  \ 
fia.sco    in   connection   with   the  search 
and  seizure  of  German  ships,  and  I  am 
anxious  to  have  an  opportunity  of  saying  ■ 
— and  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  repre- 
senting; the  Foreign  Office  will  support 
mo- -that  no  greater  courtesy  in  diplo- 
macy, no  better  example  of  the  comity 
of    nations  could  be  found  than  the 
speech  of  Count  von   Billow  on  the 
subject.    It  is  necessary  that  something 
.should  be  said  in  this  House  in  view  of 
the  attacks  that  have  been  made  by  the 
newspapers  on    the  language  of  Count 
von  Billow.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
he  was  speaking  to  the  German  Parlia- 
mijnt,  to  the  German  people,  and  when  you 
bear  in  mind  the  position  of  extreme 
difficulty  in  which  the  Foreign  Minister 
of  Germany    was  in   having    to  say 
nothing  that  would  affront  the  Foreign ! 
Office  of  this  country  and  still  to  satiny  ! 
the  German  people,  the  speech  he  made  ] 
was  one  that  redounds  highly  to  his  honour. 
There  is  another  matter  l>earing  on  the 
relation  of  the  Foreign  Office  to  this 
question  which  seems  to  me  to  be  open  to  i 
criticism.    There  is  one  thing  which  1 1 
think  the  Foreign  Office  might  have  done 
to  help  the  operations  of  war,  and  that 
was  with  regard  tothe  issue(^  the  proclama- 
tion to  British  subjects  as  to  trading  with 
the  enemy.    That  was  not  issued  as  soon 
as  it  might  have  been.    When,  in  1861, 
there  was  a  danger  of  a  war  with  the 
tTnited  States,  Lord  Palmerston,  took 
time  by  the  forelock.    I  have  a  letter  in 
ray  hand  written  by  Lord  Palmerston  to 
Lord  E.  Fitmauriee. 


Lotd  Granville,  on  the  I'Oth  November, 
IH61,  in  which  he  said — 

■•  Woiilii  it  not  Im?  pofMiliIe  to  liave  a  t'ouiicil 
to-iiiorrow  aflernoaii,  if  tlie  t'aliinet  should  on 
full  cuimiileration  agree  to  a  )>roclaiaatioD  for- 
Iiidding  the  export  of  anus.  <jiinpow<ler,  and 
HBltpetre  ?  I  snail  try  to  |>erHua<le  them,  for  it 
in  plain  that  war  with  the  Northern  AmericanK 
is  possible,  anil  if  that  ih  no,  would 
it  not  lie  an  act  of  folly,  an]uuntin<{toali»olut« 
iml»e('ility,  to  let  those  who  soon  may  le  our 
eneuiiets'and  whom  we  l]elie\'e  intenifing  to  he 
M),  tto  on  extracting  from  our  own  warehoases 
and  workhhop!*  the  means  of  war  against  us? 
The  ri^ht  thing  would  lie  to  prohihit  the  ex- 
[iort  altogelht'r.  Some  of  our  mercbantR  and 
nianiifarturers  might  suiter  and  romplain  ;  but 
the  interest  of  the  fnw  must  yield  to  the 
welfare  of  the  many.". 

They  did  not  wait  till  the  war  had 
)K3gtin.  If  the  proclamation  had  been 
issued  it  would  have  prevented  large  con- 
signments of  arms  and  munitions  of 
war  to  the  Transvaal  which  went  from 
Bii-niingham  and  elsewhere  shortly  before 
war  wan  declared.  I  am  only  speaking 
of  facts. 

An  Hon.  Mkmbek:  What  facte  ? 

Lord  K.  FITZ.MAUUIGE  :  I  am  say- 
ing that  ammunition  and  stores  found 
their  way  over  to  the  'J'ransvaal  not 
merely  from  Germany  and  France 
but  Kngland  as  well.  I  am  speaking 
of  tx'fore  the  war,  otherwise  Ijord 
Palmorston's  letter  would  not  be 
relevant.  What  I  am  accusing  the 
Foreign  Office  of  is  negligence  in  not  pre- 
venting before  the  war  began  the  impor- 
tation of  arms  into  the  'minsvaal  from 
this  country.  Of  course  if  I  am  wrong 
in  my  dates  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
can  show  me  that  this  proclamation  was 
issued  earlier,  then  my  accusation  falls  to 
the  ground,  but  if  I  am  right  in  my 
dates  there  has  been  a  lamentable  waste 
of  time.  Only  one  other  wortl : 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  challenges 
us  as  to  our  views  about  this  war.  He 
tried,  as  he  has  done  all  along,  to  fasten 
upon  us  the  imputation  of  want  of 
patriotism,  because  we  do  not  go  the 
ien^h  of  the  Ministerial  journals  in 
saying  that  we  shall  never  l>e  satisfied, 
and  will  offer  no  terms  whatever,  until 
we  have  stamped  out  the  Republics. 
I  speak  plainly  when  I  say  I  distinctly 
refuse  to  give  any  such  pledge.  Diplo- 
macy always  must  and  always  should 
go  almost  even  handed  with  the  progress 
of  an  army.    It  was  so  with  the  great 
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•"rench  Revolution.    Mr.  Pitt  more  than 
nice  sent  Lonl  MfllmesKury  to  France  to 
legoLiate  durint;  the  war.     During  the 
Jrimean  War  we  hml  aconf  erenceat  Vienna; 
hat  was  while  the  war  was  going  on ; 
md  it  ia   the  height  of  madness  to 
:ii.v  down  a  hard  and  fast  proposition 
i-hut     nothing    will  satisfy   m  until 
Eilocmfontein     and    Pretoria    are  re- 
lucod.     That  is  what  the  right  Hon. 
'■eiitleman  says.  l>nt  that  is  a  matter 
A'hieh,  I  think,  pu))lic  opinion  will  have 
consider.     I  venture  to  tell  hon. 
Ivt'iitlemen  opposite  that  there  in  a  public 
npinion     outside   the    Metropolis,  and 
wen  if  it  he  a  fact  that  those  w  ho  hold 
those  opinions  are  a  rmali  minority,  I 
tin<l  consolation  in  the  reflection  that 
in    the    long   wars  at  the  Wginning 
of  the  century  the  cause  of  peace  was 
advocated,  though  it  was  hut  by  a  small 
minority.    They  l>elieved    their  cause 
just,  and  they  stood  by  it,  though  their 
numbers  fell  low.    I  am  convinced  that 
these  hotrheadetl  doctrines  are  not  the 
<loctrines  of  Ministers,  but  of  the  London 
press  and  persons  who  do  not  propose  to 
go  to  the  front  themselves.    I  believe  at 
the  right  time  the  Government  will  not  I>e 
afraid  to  let  diplomacy  find  its  place  in 
inir  camps.     Let  the  tiovemment  say, 
first  of  all,  that  all  firittsh  territory  must 
}te  deared  of  the  invaders,  and  the 
superiority  of  our  arms  asserted ;  but  it 
is  not  necessary  U)  say  that  the  superiority 
■of  our  arms  can  oidy  be  assertwl  by  a 
great  invasion  and  the  final  conquest  of 
the  two  Kepublics.    I  iraplftre  the  House 
to  bear  in  miml  the  noble  words  of  Lord 
•Salisbury  at  the  Mansion  House  when  he 
declared   that   the  war  was  not  being 
waged  by  this  country  for  the  purpose  ol 
obtaining  gold  mines  or  for  annexation  of 
territAry,  as  I  understood  him,  and  I  hope 
correctly.    Let  the  Uovernment  beware 
<if  doing  anything  by  which  it  could 
be  proclaimed  that  Knglaud,  this  free 
country,  is  the   deadly  enemy  of  the 
liberties  of  two  small  free  States,  and 
will  only  be  satisfied  with  their  destruc- 
tion.   Otherwise  the  gulf  between  the 
two  sides  of  the  House  may  grow  wider 
than  I  believe  it  is  now,  and  we  might 
have  to  hurl  back  at  you  after  matiy  years 
the  fierce  quotation  which  Lord  Ckims 
Uundied  at  us  from  his  place  in  Parlia- 
ment : 

*■  In  all  the  troubles  which  we  ever  bore, 
Wb  jmeved,  we  figlted,  "we  wept ;  we  nwer 
Unshed  before." 


I    beg    10  move  the    Amendment  of 
,  which  I  ha%e  given  notice. 

Amendment  proposed — 

t 

"  At  the  eiul  of  the  Question  to  adtl  the 
I  woiiis,  ■  Bill  we  liuinblv  expre-is  cmr  regret 

at  tlie  wiiiit  of  kiio.v1eilt:e,  fore«iglit,  uiid 
'  jiulgnient  rlittjtluyed  liy  Your  Majeaty'H  ad- 
'  v  iseFK.  alike  in  their  eoniluet  of  South  African 

aHitirH  Kinve  IK9.5  and  in  their  |>reparationH  for 
,  the  War  now  jirocpeijiii];.'  "—(Lord  Eduumtl 

Question  proposed,  "That  those  words 
be  there  added. ' 

,     Mk.  DKAGE  (Derby)  said  it  was  not 
his  intention  to  follow  the  noble  i<ord 
i  into  all  the  topics  of  his  speech.  The 
I  question  was  whether  the  war  was  just. 
With  reganl  to  the  so-called  Dutch  con- 
spiracy, he  desired  to  lay  before  the 
I  House  information  that  had  been  sent 
I  (iver  to  him  during  the  last  few  days 
from   Cape   Colony.     Vi'ith    regard  to 
!  the  <(uestion    of  whether   the  war  is 
I  just,  the  House  was  aware  that  there 
I  were  four  signatories   to  the  London 
:  Convention,  one  of  whom  was  Mr.  Du 
Toit,  and  his  new  was  entirely  in  favour 
of  the  view  taken  by  the  Government. 
It  would  be  remembered  that  after  the 
retrocession  in  188L  when  the  whole  of 
South  Africa  was  practically  in  favour  of 
annexation,  Mr.  Du  Toit  started  alone  the 
'  agitation  which   eventually  led  to  the 
(Jovernment  giving  way.    Not  only  so, 
out  he  afterwards  came  to  Pretoria,  and 
in  1889  was  the  close  adviser  of  Presi- 
dent Kniger  and  the  organiser  of  the 
Afrikander  Bond,  Therefore  both  sides  of 
the  House  M  ould  probably  agree  that  the 
opinions  of  such  a  man  were  worthy  of 
something  more  than  passing  attention. 
The  hon.  Meml>er  proceeded  to  say  that 
it  was  in  consequence  of  the  manifesto  of 
which  extracts  had  been  supplied  to  him 
that  he  became  convinced  that  England 
was   in   the   right  and  the  Transvaal 
(Tovernment  in  the  wrong.    He  referred 
to  the  utteratices  of  Mr.  Du  Toit,  and  par- 
ticularly to  his  remarkable  statement  that 
what  the  Transvaal  fought  for  was  not  for 
independence,  but  the  maintenance  of 
injustice.     That  view  was  fully  Iwrne 
'  out  by    clergymen  and  Nonconformist 
(  ministers  in  South  Africa.  England,  then, 
■  fought  for  the  violated  I'ights  of  Uit- 
;  landers,  to  whom  she  was  responsible 

E  2  Firstly.  . 

Digilized  by  LjOOQIC 


135 


Address  in  Anmer  to 


'COMMONS} 


136. 


fought  for 


under  the  Convention.  She 
the  maintenance  of  her  position  as  the 
paramomit  power  in  South  Africa,  against 
the  Transvaal,  which  promised  to  respect 
that  su^macy  by  Article  4  of  the  Con- 
rention,  but  now  openly  defied  it.  The 
l^unsvaal  fought  not  for  independence,  for 


England  and  among  the  Nonconformist 

body  believed  as  to  the  attitude  adopted 
by  Her  Majesty's  Grovemment.  Another 
point  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Lord  who- 
moved  the  Amendment  was  the  question  of 
this  so-called  "conspiracy,"  which  he  (Mr. 
Drage)  ventured  to  call  an  aspiration,  or 


England  had  repeatedly  offered  to  guaran- ;  ambition,  to  oust  the  British  from  South 
that,  but  for  the  maintenance  of  in-  Africa.  There  could  be  no  doubt  that 
justice  and  for  the  vindication  of  an  :  there  were  a  very  large  number  of  the 
oligarchy  which  had  enriched  itself  at  the  Cape  Dutch  as  loyal  to  the  Throne  as 
expense  of  the  country.  Quotations  |  anyone  ;  but  from  the  tune  (rf  Sir  Bartle 
could  be  given  from  speeches  bv  ministers  Frere  and  onwards  the  despatches  sent 
of  the  Church  of  England,  and  by  Noncon- 1  home  spoke  of  a  great  national  Dutch 
f«™i«fr<,  T^Qi'-iorit  m  .Trthannpshiirtf  and  in  i  movement   which  was 


formists  resident  in  Johannesburg  and  in 
Cape  Town,  in  support  of  this  view.  He 
did  not  know  whether  the  House  was  pre- 
pared to  listen  to  moi-e  than  one  or  two 
extracts  from  the  utterances  of  th^ 
gentlemen,  but  they  went  to  the  root  of 


hostile  to  the- 
Crown.  Cape  Colonists  traced  the 
beginning  of  this  movement^  oddly 
enough,  to  an  Englishman  sent  out 
by  the  Colonial  Office— to  Mr.  Fronde.  It 
was  not  to  ancient  history  that  one 


the  whole  controversy.     The  Rev.  Mr.  |  ^eded  to^go  to  find  the  cause  of  this 
Fisher,  for  ten  years  a  minister  at  the  " 
Cape,  said — 


"  He  believed  fvora  the  bottom  of  hiB  heart 
that  the  conflict  was  inevitable,  unless  we 
were  prepared  U>  abandon  the  colonists  to  the 
most  ruthlens  oppresaion  the  world  hud  ever 
seen." 

Again,  the  Natal  Congregational  Union, 
writing  to  the  central  body  in  England, 
said — 

'  ■  Humanly  speaking  the  war  was  inevitable. 
The  war  now  raging  has  long  been  pressed  and 

1'  .......  _.M. 

tary  -  ,  - 

South  Africa,  and  the  plea  of  flghtini;  for  inde- 
pendence has  been  bnt  a  blind  to  hide  the  real 
aim  of  the  enormooti  military  preparations  of 
the  Itopublica  which  hag^n  years  before  the 
Jameson  raid." 


Dutch  aspiration  for  a  great  national 
want.  There  were  some  hon.  Members 
who  had  studied  the  XihiUst  movement 
in  Kussia,  and  the  Socialist  movement  in 
Germany,  the  Mafia  in  Sicily,  or  the 
Carbonari  in  Italy,  and  they  would  know 
that  a  great  national  movement  must  ha^  e 
an  economic  basis ;  it  must  also  have 
a  religious  sentiment  connected  with  it.  a 
pohtical  organisation  to  carry  it  forward, 
and  lastly,  a  great  military  organisation 
with  a  military  leader  to  take  command. 
These  conditions,  with  the  exception  erf 
_  „  the  last,  had  existed  in  South  Africa, 

.^'-^^arr do^^lorrrir.^^^^^^  ;  The  hon.  Meml«r  e„™„e™ted  the  econo 
.  — I  uiic  groimds  which  played  their  part  ui. 

leading  up  to  the  present  conflict..  He 
cited  Presidei  it  Kruger  himself  as-  to  the 


origin  of  the  trouble ;  while  there  was 
also  in  this  connection  the  emancipation 
The  Rev.  Charles  Philip,  Congregational  |  vi  the  blacks.  He  had  it  on  the  authority 

of  the  Rev.  V,'.  Fisher  that,  *'  in  the 
Transvaal,  whatever  injury  a  black  man 
sustained,  he  had  no  chance  of  redress. 
In  Johannesbmg  the  Kattirs  were  whipped 
without  any  trial  for  walking  on  the 
pavement ;  and  a  black  man  is  also  pre- 
vented from  owning  land "  The  hon. 
Gentleman  also  referred  to  the  labour 
question  and  the  administration  of  the 
liquor  laws  which  prevailed  at  the  pre^ 
sent  moment  in  the  Transvaal,,  and  in 
conclusion  emphasised  his  belief  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  men  who  were  best  able  to 
judge,  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged 
'  was  one  of  which  the  national  conscience 
^  approved,  and  that  the  result  of  it 
I  wwild  be  the  re-organisation  of  our 
military    forces :    military,,    as  well 


minister  at  Johannesburg,  said 

"All  the  mintetem  of  the  Free  Churches 
believe  the  war  was  mere  talk.  A  united 
Dutch  Republic  from  the  /ainl>esl  to  the  Cape 
was  the  object,  and  tlie  e.\clmiion  of  the 
British  from  South  Africa.  The  Boers  have 
not  only  been  preparing  for  the  inevitable 
since  tlie  raid.  The  raid  was  lar^ly  the 
consequence  of  the  preparations*  which  pre- 
ceded it.  If  any  possibility  of  ^leace  evisted 
it  lay  in  a  united  front  bein^;  ttliown  in  the 
country.  Unfortunately  local  writont  were 
able  to  declare  that  England  whs  divided  in 
this  matter,  and  that  if  the  worst  came  to  the 
worst  the  Liberal  party  or  some  fore^ 
(iovemment  would  prevent  their  indei>encleDce 
bang  daitroyed." 

This  seemed  to  show  what  the  leadei-e 
of  religious  thought  in  the  Church  of 

Mr.  Drage. 
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colonial  iind  foreign,  questions 
vould  be  raised  itbove  the  purview  of 
party  politics;  and,  laatlv,  he  could  not 
help  thinking  chat  Her  !^^&jeaty's  Govern- 
nieot  ill  considering  the  nature  of  the 
sacrifices  of  the  colonies,  would  see  the 
need  of  consulting  statesmen  in  Canada, 
Australia,  and  South  Africa  vrilh  r^ard 
Ui  the  future  organisation  of  the  forces  of 
the  Crown.  He  declared  that  the  honour 
<ii  England  was  at  stake  and  that  we 
«)uld  not  withdraw  now  from  the  contest 
in  which  we  are  involved.  There  might 
be  divisions  on  both  sides  of  the  House  ; 
but  he  ventured  to  hope  that  the  discus- 
sion would  ]>e  conducted  free  from  party 
spirit  and  with  the  sole  aim  in  view  of 
the  welfare  of  Che  country  at  large. 

Mr.  KOBSON  (South  Shields):  I 
wish  to  make  it  pei-fectly  clear,  in  sup- 
porting this  Amendment,  that  I  desire 
only  to  mark  my  sense  of  the  inadequacy 
of  the  military  preparations  both  before 
and  since  the  war.  I  do  nut  desire  to 
cast  the  slightest  reflection  on  the  justice 
lii  our  cause  in  South  Africa  or  on  the  way 
in  which,  all  things  considered,  that  cause 
has  been  handled  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  There  may  be  differences 
<tt  opinion  in  regard  to  the  skill  with 
which  the  Government  conducted  the 
negotiations  which  preceded  the  war  ; 
Imt  that  question  is  a  very  minor  ques 
lion  indeed  compared  with  the  supreme 
question  of  whether  or  not  we  are  fight- 
ing a  just  cause.  Some  of  my  lion, 
iriendii  have  treatwl  the  war  as  unjust,  or 
at  all  events  they  have  created  the  im- 
pr^on  that  the  cause  for  which  we  are 
fighting  is  in  their  view  an  iiuidequate 
And  trivial  cause.  That  is  a  very  serious 
riew  to  put  before  the  country  at  a  crisis 
like  this.  I  do  not  believe  for  one 
moment  that  it  is  too  late  to  difi- 
<:)iss  a  question  of  this  kind.  I  think 
it  is  important  that  the  education 
of  the  people  w^ith  regard  to  the  issues 
of  this  war  should  be  continued  day  by 
day.  I  do  not  believe  that  this  country 
can  ever  carry  on  a  great  war  with  a  bad 
conscience,  and,  as  the  country  is  now  to 
he  called  upon  to  make  a  great  and  pro- 
longed effort  in  regard  to  the  war,  that 
call  can  only  be  made  successfully  if  we 
are  able  to  put  our  claim  on  the  grdUnd 
of  right.  I  have  noticed  with  alarm  the 
action  taken  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Montrose,  for  there  is  no 
atatemum  whose  moral  jud^nent  I  more 


profoundly  respect.     By  ignoring  the 
real  issues  of  this  war  :  by  magnifying 
;  to  an  e.vtraonlinary  degi'ee  the  mischief 
:  which  may  have  been  done  by  financiers 
i  who  have  always  mixed  themtielves  up  in 
every  great  struggle  since  the  world 
I  b^;an  ;  by  dint  of^ese  things,  the  ri^ht 
'  hon.  Gentleman  has  succeeded  in  casting 
I  around  the  origin  of  this  war  a  vain 
I  suspicion  or  suggestion  which  has  made 
!  many   people  believe  that  the  war  is 
unjust.     If  these  are   facts,  then  the 
right  hon.   Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Montrose  and  hon.  Members  who  agree 
with     him    are    justifiod    in  ^eir 
action  ;    but   if    they    are  not  facts, 
'  and    they    are    wrong,    as    I  con- 
,  tend  they  are,  then  it  would  be  impossi- 
,  ble  for  any  1>ody  of  men  to  do  this 
.  country  a  graver  disservice.  The  attitude 
.  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Montrose  is  the  most  singuhu'  of  all.  I 
do  not  gather  that  ho  denies  the  justice 
of  this  war,  Imt  he  tells  us  that  the 
:  que.stions  at    issue   between   the  Boer 
I  Government  and    Uitlanders    are  not 
'  worth    the    Itones   of   one   of   bis  con- 
,  stitucnts.     That  is   rather  a  striking 
utterance  to  come  from  a  statesman  who 
I  lecommended  us  not  long  ago  to  insist 
1  upon    a  five    years    franchise.  That 
scarcely  seems  a  consistent  attitude  to 
■  a<lopt  for  somctbing  which  is  not  worth 
!  the  bones  of  a  single  Scotsman.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  might  also  have  thought 
I  of  what  must  have  been  the  feelings  in 
I  whathehimself  has  so  eloquentl}'  descrilwd 
I  as  "  the  stricken  homes  of  England  "  when 
I  they  arc  told  that  the  cause  fur  ^vhich 
i  their  sons  and  brothers  are  fighting  is  a 
j  trivial  cause,  and  that  their  blood  has  been 
wasted.    If  the  ri"ht  hon.  (lentleman  is 
;  right  in  his  facts  theiv  is  nothing  more  to 
be  said,  for  I  for  one  detest  the  jingoism 
which  puts  patriotism  aluve  the  moral 
law.    But  what  is  the  case  M-hich  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  thinks  inadequate  1 
It  is  admitted  to  be  the  cause  of  political 
liberty  for  the  majority  of  the  inhaliitants 
I  of  the  Transvaal.    It  is  the  cause  of 
I  political  liberty  in  a  new  country  ;is  big 
I  as    France,   which  is  open    not  only 
as  a    moral     right    but    by  solemn 
'  treaties  to  all  new  comers.    It  is  the 
cause  of  racial  equality,  of  education,  of 
;  municipal  government,  of  a  free  press,  of 
!  public  meeting,  and  of  every  right  which 
I  makes  men  free — and  that  is  the  cause 
]  which  wo  are  told  is  not  worth  the  bones 
I  of  a  single  Scotsman.    I  do  not  wonder 
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at  the  opinion  hi'  expresses  wIumi  oik;  ^'oes 
further  on  in  his  spet'ch  aiirt  sees  the 
supposed  fact  on  which  he  bases  his 
view.  He  says  that  whatever  the  griev- 
ances of  the  I'itlaiiders  ma}'  have  been 
nine-tenths  of  them  would  have  been  re- 
dressed by  the  franchise  oiferod  by  the 
Boer  Government.  In  Regard  to  this,  I 
hope  my  right  hon.  friend  will  forgivf  me 
if  I  iis(i  plain  Ijuiguage,  for  his  coiiteii- 
tion  is  not  merely  wrong,  but  it  is  abso- 
lutely and  hopelessly  ridicuhius.  Now 
what  is  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
groiuid  for  this  contention  I  1  ho\ie  that 
in  this  House  he  will  attempt  to  establish 
the  statement  which  he  has  put  lieforethe 
country,  for  I  challenge  him  to  show  a 
single  concession,  gi-eat  or  small,  put  for- 
ward by  t  he  Transvaal  Goveri  imen  t 
during  these  negotiations  that  was  either 
worthy  of  unconditioiml  acceptance  or 
capable  of  unconditional  acceptance.  I 
suppose  he  referred  to  the  so- 
called  concessions  with  regard  to 
the  franchise.  On  this  suliject  a  most 
singular  misapprehension  has  arisen 
which  I  had  hoped  might  by  this  time  have 
been  removed,  namely,  that  there  was  only 
a  dilFerence  Wtwecn  us  and  the  Trans- 
Viial  Government  merely  of  two  years  in 
the  franchise.  1  think  the  nglii  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Meml>er  for  Bodmin  has 
himself  frequently  laid  stress  upon  this 
point.  Now,  from  ivhat  is  it  that  this 
misconception  arises  'f  Before  the  Trans- 
vaal Franchise  Act  was  passed  at  all.  the 
Colonial  Secretary  was  informed  some 
weeks  before  -  that  there  was  to  be  a  seven 
years  retrospective  franchise.  At  that 
time  the  Act  was  undergoing  daily  many 
changes,  and  it  appears  that  in  his 
anxiety  to  come  to  some  agreement  with 
Mr.  Krugcr,  the  Colonial  Secretary  has- 
tened to  rejoice  that  on  the  basis  of  this 
promise  there  was  merely  two  yeare 
between  himself  and  Mr.  Ki-uger.  But 
when  he  made  that  statement  the  Act  had 
not  passed,  and  he  ha<1  not  seen  it.  and 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  stntenient  was 
niiwlu  not  in  reference  to  a  peiiovmance. 
but  in  reganl  to  a  promise.  Kver  since 
that  time  that  phrase  of  his  has  been 
bandied  about  on  platforms,  it  has  been 
echoed  and  re-eeh(K>d  in  the  press,  and  it 
is  stated  that  the  only  diflerence  altout 
which  we  are  fighting  is  a  tliflerence  of 
two  yeai-s  in  the  fi-anchise.  I  think 
it  is  quite  time  that  this  statement 
ceased  cii-culation.  Xow  what  i<  the 
fact  about  the  franchise  t     Of  course, 

Mr,  Bob^ttn. 


wliat  we  were  demanding  was  a 
general  franchise  for  the  Uitlanders, 
and  that  was  what  the  Colonial  Secretary 
hoped  he  was  going  to  get.  But  the  Act 
passed  was  in  no  sense  what  was  expect^d^ 
and  was  not  intended  to  bo  a  general 
franchise  Act  for  the  Uitlanders,  for  it 
was  simply  an  Act  enabling  the  fioer 
officials,  with  the  consent  of  thdr 
superiors,  in  certain  ^rather  remarkable 
and  almost  impossible  cases,  to  give  the 
francliiae  to  such  Uitlanders  as  they  niight 
happen  to  be  personally  satisfied  with. 
The  Act  is  one  long  series  of  comphcat«d 
provisions,  all  of  which  show  two  distinct 
and  real  objects  on  the  part  of  the 
draftsman-  the  first  is  to  make  it  im- 
possible for  any  Uitlander  to  have  a 
direct  right  to  the  fi-anchise,  and  the 
second  object  is  to  make  it  possible 
for  any  official  to  exei'cise  his  discretion 
in  giWng  the  franchise  to  a  Uitlander. 
It  may  he  supposed  that  I  have  given 
a  picturesque  view  of  the  Act,  but  the 
criticism  which  I  give  has  been  confirmed 
by  two  men  who,  of  all  men  in  the  world, 
are  the  most  competent  to  judge  -  I  allude 
to  Mr.  Kruger  and  Mr.  Keitz.  Since  1 
ventured  to  express  my  view  as  to  the 
provisions  of  this  Act,  I  have  had  for- 
warded to  me  a  copv  of  a  Transvaal  paper 
dated  the  13th  of  May,  1899,  and  that 
was  the  very  time  at  which  Mr.  Kruger 
was  framing  his  iH'oposals  for  theBloem- 
foiitein  Conference.  In  that  paper  Mr. 
Kniger  assures  his  burghers  that  they 
are  quite  wrong  in  suppt)8ing  that  he  pro- 
posed to  give  the  L'itlanders  a  general 
franchise,  for  he  says.  "  No  threats' 
will  induce  me  to  give  a  general 
franchise  to  the  Uitlanders."  Mr.  Reitz 
has  also  made  a  statement  to  a  similar 
effect,  for  he  has  referred  to  the  practical 
impossibility  of  giving  a  general  franchise 
to  the  Uitlanders.  That  disposes  of  the 
argument  that  the  Transvaal  Government 
had  ji^iven  us  a  substantial  concession  by 
the  franchise  Act.  .As  long  as  they  con- 
ferred on  their  officials  the  right  to  give  the 
franchise  wheie  they  thought  fit,  that  was 
not  a  concession  tn  the  Uitlanders  in  the 
Transvaal.  1  do  not  want  to  tiike  up- 
the  time  of  the  House  by  going  into  the 
\  arious  diplomatic  stagi's  of  the  negotia- 
tions, but  let  me  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider these  statements  in  the  light  of  the 
Hul>seiiuent  ofl'er  of  a  five  years  franchise^ 
alH)ut  which  we  hear  so  much.  The  five 
years  fntnehise  was  ottered  as  an  alterna- 
tive to  any  inquiry  into  the  seven  years 
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franchist'.  The  five  years  fraiichisi'  was 
oflV.TL-»I,  Imt  when  it  was  put  fctrward  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  who  is  accused  of 
having  accepted  it  in  ambiguous  terms,  at 
ouce  met  it  with  a  nualified  accepuuice, 
ami  suggcstetl  that  England  atul  the 
Transvaal  should  sit  down  together  anrl 
join  in  an  iniiiiiry,  and  en<leavour  to 
amin^e  thv  ternts  or  conditions  which 
.thould  attach  to  the  franchise,  he- 
cause  the  conditions  were  everything 
and  the  perio<l  named  was  unimportant. 
If  yon  make  certain  conditions  it  matters 
not  whi'ther  the  ijualifying  period  is  one 
yeai-  or  tjn.  Mr.  Kruger  had  ni)  great 
nlijeetion  tooBFer  to  the  five  j'cars  franchise, 
Irtit  when  the  conditions  which  would 
attach  Ut  the  acquisition  of  the  franchise 
were  stated  in  the  next  tlespatch  the  five 
years  franchise  was  dropped.  Can  it 
ever  have  Iteen  intended  to  )>c  accepted, 
and  is  there  any  reason  to  Itelierc  that 
the  five  years  franchise  would  have  been 
ftifferent  to  the  seven  j'ears  franchise, 
which  Mr.  Kruger  himself  admitted  waa  not 
a  genei-al  Franchise  Act  at  all  ?  I  venture 
to  say  that  the  five  years  franchise  was  a 
delusive  i>ffer  never  intended  to  be 
i*ccepte<l  in  any  sulwjtantial  sen.se.  and  we 
can  pretty  well  guess  now  what  was  in- 
tended, for  it  gave  the  Boers  time  to  com- 
plete their  military  preparations,  \^'hilc 
my  right  hon,  friend  the  Member  for 
MontiiKHC  was  talking  al>out  his  eight-day 
clock,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  about 
his  hour-glass,  Mr.  Krugei-  had  his  eye  on 
the  Iwrometcr,  and  he  was  waiting  for 
the  proper  season  to  begin  his  operatittns. 
So  much  for  the  stJitement  that  any  sub- 
stantial concessions  have  been  offered  to 
us  by  the  Transvaal.  There  is  another 
difficnlty^  and  I  hope  the  House  will  bear 
«itb  me  M'hilu  I  deal  with  it,  1>ecause  it 
seems  to  me  to  be  at  the  root  of  this 
trouble.  The  question  is  asked  why 
we  have  any  right  to  insist  upon 
any  franchise  at  all  for  the  Uit- 
Unders.  It  seems  to  l>e  assumed  that 
these  unfortunate  Uitlanders  are  a  sort 
of  aliens  with  no  right  to  share  in  the 
Government  under  which  they  live,  and 
with  no  claim  to  protection.  I  have 
heaitl  them  continually  compared  to 
alien%  but  there  coidd  not  l>c  a  more 
Datent  misconception  of  the  facts.  An 
alien  has  no  right  of  entry  or  residence 
in  the  country  to  which  he  goes  ;  he  may 
live  there  and  tiwle  there,  but  he  does  so 
only  on  precarious  adm  1 1  listrative 
promi-fes,  which  may       revoked  at  any 


moment.  What  is  tin;  position  of  the 
Uitlander  f  He  is  in  the  Transviuil  by  a 
right  as  valid,  Injth  from  the  legal  and  the 
moral  point  of  view,  as  any  Boer  in  the 
phice. 

Mk.  BKYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Kifion) :  In  respect  of  commerce 
and  trade. 

Mk.  R0BS(JN  :  That  is  exactly  what 
I  am  dealing  with.  An  alien  has  no 
right  in  respect  of  commerce  and  trade, 
but  the  Uitlander  has,  for  he  is  a  lawful 
inhabitant  of  the  Transvaal,  and  that  is 
by  no  means  the  same  state  as  that  of  the 
alien.  Let  it  l>e  romem1>ered  that,  so  far 
as  regai-ds  the  settlement  of  the  Trans- 
vaal and  the  development  of  the  trade 
and  commerce  of  the  Transvaal,  Boers 
and  Britons  have  absolutely  equal  rights. 
Now  we  have  the  Uitlander  there  in  the 
position  of  an  imonfratichised  inhabitant. 
What  is  the  position  of  Boer  and  Briton 
there  !  The  Boers  claim  to  be  there 
bv  riglit  of  conquest,  ajid  the  Uitlanders 
claim  to  be  there  by  right  of  Conven- 
tion, and  that  is  a  title  not  worse  than 
conquest  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  and 
if  anything  rather  Ijetter  than  conquest 
from  a  ntoral  j)oint  of  view.  I  am  quite 
content  to  put  my  argument  as  to  the 
nght-s  of  the  Uitlanders  under  the  Con- 
vention of  1881  on  one  aide,  and  put  my 
case  on  the  l>roadest  [Mssible  liasis  under 
tlie  Convention  of  That  Conven- 

tion at  all  events  puts  the  Uitlander,  as  I 
have  stated  beftire,  in  the  position  of  an 
unenfranchised  inhabitant  of  a  new 
country.  Let  me  ask  the  House  to  con- 
sider the  Boers  as  being  the  original 
settlers  and  conquerors  of  a  new  country. 
It  is  very  misleading  indeed  to  draw 
parallels  l>ctween  newer  countries.  What 
would  be  said  if  in  any  other  of  the  new 
countries  of  the  workl  the  original 
settlers  and  conquerors  pursuetl  the  same 
policy  as  that  which  has  been  pui"saed  by 
the  Boers  ?  What  would  happen,  for  in- 
stance, in  America  f  Supp<»se  that  in 
America  they  decided  that  all  enn'grants 
into  their  country  or  only  the  (Jermans 
should  go  there  iis  a  subject  race,  that 
they  should  not  have  the  franchise,  that 
the  German  Govenmient  shouhl  not  in- 
terfere, and  that  the  Germans  should 
have  no  claim  to  interference  on  their  be- 
half, and  that  the  right  of  public  meet- 
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ing,  free  press,  and  many  other  matters 
were  to  I)c  under  the  giurdianship  of  the 
original  inhabitants  of  the  country,  j 
What  would  be  said  of  that  state  of . 
things  1  Suppose  my  right  hon.  friend  | 
the  MemlMjr  for  Montrose  recommended  i 
patience  to  these  outraged  people.  That  \ 
is  not  the  view  which  the  Germans 
would  take.  Obviously  the  true  principle 
ii  that  if  settlers  choose  to  go  into  a  new 
country  and  appropriateasmnchof  thearea 
as  they  like,  allowing  for  the  expansion  of 
their  own  race,  they  have  a  right  to  choose 
whatever  government  they  like  ;  but  if 
they  go  iTito  a  new  tract  of  the  earth's 
surface  and  take  a  portion  as  big  as 
France  which  they  know  they  can  never 
develop  themselves,  I)ut  which  they 
allow  to  be  ileveloped  I)y  other  races, 
then  I  say  they  have  no  right  to 
keep  that  country,  aifd  they  cannot 
claim  to  keep  it  ax  a  right  except 
upon  the  terms  that  they  should  govern 
it  in  ways  consistent  with  modern  civilisa- 
tion. It  seems  to  me  ludicrous  that  the 
Boers  should  claim  the  right  to  invite  other 
races  there  and  treat  them  as  subject 
races.  Of  course  due  allowance  should  be 
made  for  the  rapidity  of  development  and 
growth  of  population,  especially  in  the 
Transvaal.  That  is  an  allowance  which 
everybody  acknowledges  ought  to  be 
made.  I  ask  again  for  fair  consideration 
of  this  question.  Could  any  proposal  be 
more  moderate  or  any  suggestion  more 
reasonable  than  the  proposal  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  that  we  should  take 
only  eight  Members  out  of  a  Parliament 
of  thirty-two,  although  in  proportion 
■  we  were  entitic<l  tn  (!<|uaiity  ''.  In  our 
adjacent  colonies  we  gave  all  the  inhabi- 
tants equality,  and  yet  in  the  Transvaal 
we  have  never  asked  for  it.  All  we  have 
asked  for  is  a  Inru^Kfamh  for  the  majority 
of  the  lawful  inhabitants  of  the  Trans- 
vaal I  venture  to  say  that  the  demand 
put  fftrward  by  this  country  was  a  reason- 
able demand  based  on  just  principles. 
There  has  never  been  from  the  beginning 
of  the  time  named  in  this  Amendment 
down  to  now  a  single  demand  put  for- 
ward to  the  Transvaal  which  could  be 
said  in  any  way  to  menace  its  indepen- 
dence. The  Boers  may  have  suspicions, 
but  we  cannot  prevent  that.  We  were 
careful  in  1896  to  put  forward  demands 
which  should  not  interfere  even  with 
their  franchise.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
then  appeared  as  the  champion  of  a  new 
Home  Hule.    That  was  refused.    If  all 

Mr  /loimm. 


the  BiKTs  had  wanted  was  liberty  t' 
themselves  they  would  have  weloomt^ 
that  Home  Rule  splution  offered  J»r 
Colonial  Secretary.    By  refusing  it  tb^ 
showed  clearly  that  what  they  iranv 
was   not    liberty   for   themselves  b'- 
dominion  over  us.    The  history  of  tU 
last  thirty  years  has  been  marked  V'' 
all  sorts  of  aggressive  movement**  beyo^i 
their  boundaries  by  the  Boers,  all 
which  were  breaches  of  the  Conventirv 
In  1891  there  was  organised  a  raid  <»n  i 
warlike  basis  with  far  more  men  than  I>: 
.Jameson  had,  the  object  bein^ii  to  appm- 
;  priate  the  country  of  the  Chartere<l  Coc 
pany  to  the  north.    Who  can  doubt  thi' 
President  Kiiiger  knew  of  that  raid  T  t 
have  heairl  a  great  ileal  of  the  aJlfgr" 
complicity  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  i* 
the  Jameson  raid,  but  does  anybody 
I  doul>t  the  complicity  of  President  Km^r 
!  in  the  raid  of  1891,  when  the  Boers  wen: 
■  to  the  borders  of  the  territor>'  of  tkr 
Chartered  Company,  and  were  met — 
whom  f    By  Dr.  Jameson.    Ic  n  • 

until  they  were  told  that  they  wonid  !« 
opposed  by  forces  not  merely  of  thf 
Chartered  Company— which  they  wer- 
I  prepared  to  resist  and  overcome  —hut  I'V 
the  forces  of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen, 
that  they  went  l)ack.  It  is  well 
rememlter  that  episode  when  rr 
hear  so  much  righteous  indtgnatirxt 
expresse<l  as  to  the  Jameson  raid.  It 
there  was  one  person  who  at  all  evi'nt- 
had  no  right  to  complain  of  the  Jamei^on 
mid  it  was  Mr.  Kniger,  because  »o  fa: 
as  he  and  his  Govertiment  were  con- 
cerned the  raid  was  an  act  of  not  uii 
natural  retaliatifni.  We  are  told  tha; 
the  Transvaal  is  armed  merely  because  o.* 
the  Jameson  I'aid.  Can  it  be  believwl 
that,  mid  or  no  raid,  if  the  Tran.sT*.ii 
Government  had  made  up  its  mind  not 
to  enfranchise  the  majority  of  its  popsla 
tion,  that  s(x>ner  or  later  there  would  not 
have  been  either  revolution  tw  war?  Thr 
arming  of  the  TransA  aal  would  not  hart- 
been  a  gun  less  if  there  had  been  no  raid, 
always  provided  that  they  had  ma<lp  up 
their  mind  not  to  alter  the  cxiatiDg 
p<:)litii:al   situation,  which  dependwi  on 

freat  ine(|uality  between  the  two  races, 
'he  moment  the  Transvaal  (iovemmenl 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  they  wouM 
support  the  system  they  must  have  known 
'  there  would  bo  war — raid  or  no  raid. 
But  the  Boers  knew  more  than  that.  In 
I  addition  to  knowing  that  sumtort  of  thr 
'  existing  system  involved  reb^lion  or  war. 
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they  also  knew  that  they  could  not  treat 
the  English  as  a  disfranchised  and  subject 
race  in  one  part  of  South  Africa  without 
destroying  the  power  of  England  over  the 
whole  of  South  Africa.  Therefore,  they 
knew  that  if  they  were  to  maintain  their 
ayatem  of  race  government  they  must 
strike  for  a  wider  supremacy,  and  they 
got  ready  for  it.  We  did  not,  and  that 
18  why  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  Amend- 
ment. Instead  of  getting  ready  for  the 
war  we  preferred  the  policy  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  Montrose,  and  wasted 
year  after  year  in  a  policy  of  unwise 
and  futile  Conventions.  The  Boers, 
however,  knew  bettor.  There  is  no 
occasion  to  imagine  the  kind  of 
<lramatic  underground  conspiracy  which 
has  been  described  by  the  noble 
Lord ;  there  is  not  the  slightest 
occasion  to  suppose  a  necessity  for  any 
such  conspiracy.  The  necessities  of  the 
situation  were  too  palpable,  they  needed 
no  secret  propaganda.  Every  Dutchman 
in  South  Africa  must  have  known  those 
necessities  as  I  have  ventured  to  state 
them  to-night  -nz.,  that  as  they  wore 
determined  not  to  extend  political  equality 

to  the  English  in  the  Transvaal,  there 
must  be  war ;  and  it  must  be  a  war 

which  woul<l  settle  not  merely  the 
Transvaal  question,  but  also  the  (question 

of   the    supremacy    in   South  Africa. 

*  Independence "  is  the  formula  of  the 

Afrikander  Bond  for   the  exclusion  of 

England  fntm  all  internal  affairs  in 

Houth  Africa.    "Independence"  is  the 

formula   of   President  Kruger  for  the 

exclusion  of  the  English  from  political 

liberty  in  the  Transvaal.     There  i.s  no 

occasion  for  conspiracy  ;  each  under- 
stands the  other  perfectly  well.  This 

policy,  so  far  from  being  a  conspiracy,  is 

the  avowed  object  an<l  the  inevitable  pre- 
liminary of  the  war.    When  every  other 

argument  has  failed,  we  have  references 

to  the  '*  trail  of  finance  "  over  the  whole 

business.  I  would  ask  my  hon.  friends  to 

try  to  get  the  true  measure  of  the 

financial  aspect  of  this  question.  What 

political  revolution  has  there  ever  Iwen 

in  which  finance  in  one  form  or  another 

has  not  played  an  important  and  pre- 
dominant part  1     Men  do  not  make 

revolutions  for  academical  or  philosophical 

reasons ;    they    make   revolutions  for 

material  reasons,  they  make  revolutions 

for  £  s.  d.    But  behind  every  one  of 

those    financial   questions   stands  the 

great  principle  of  human  liberty  and 


'  Imraan  freedom.     What  are  the  finan- 
\  cial  grievances  in  the  Transvaal  1   1  my- 
;  self   care  nothing    for   mere  financial 
reasons  -  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  I 
have  not  and  have  never  had  the  re- 
motest interest  in  the  world  with  them — 
and  they  are  only  important  according  to 
my  view  as  indicating  the  absence  of 
I  political  eijuality.    In  every  revolution, 
I  although  principles  of   liberty  are  at 
;  stake,  it  is  ultimately  some  small  ques- 
I  tion  of  finance  which  occasions  the  oufr- 
'  break.    Do  not  let  it  be  supposed  that 
!  because  there  is  in  this,  as  in  every  other 
revolution,  a  financial  element,  therefore 
there  is   not    present   in  it  also  that 
'  element  which  we  all  respect  and  regard, 
!  \-iz.,  the  great  question  of  human  liberty 
arid  human  freedom.    The  importance  of 
j  the  present  conflict  lies  in  the  fact  that 
the  future  of  the  Great  South  African 
nation  is  at  stake.    There  is  no  sort  c{ 
gain  possible  to  England  from  the  conflict. 
We  may  lose  much,  while  at  beat  we  can 
I  but  establish  another  Free  State  in  the 
'  Transvaid.    But  what  does  it  mean  to 
!  South  Africa  1     The  question  for  South 
I  Africa   is  whether  the  millions  of  men 
I  who  will   one   day  inhal>it   that  great 
territory  should  work  together  in  har- 
I  mony   and  e»»-operate  as  members  of 
equal  races,  or  whether  there  should  be 
a  new  nation  unlike  all  the  other  new 
nations  of  the    world — a  new  nation 
'  with  a  great  part   of  it-i  poptilation 
disfranchised,    and     without  political 
liberty,  in  which  the  majority  are  sub- 
ject to  the  tyrainiy  of  race.    I  desire,  at 
all  events,  to  make  it  clear  that  I  sup- 
port this  Amendment  on  the  ground  that 
there  has  been   undoubtedly  a  lack  of 
care  and  an  insufficient  degree  of  pre- 
jiarati'in,   both  before   the  war  and  in 
the  coiuiuct  of  military  preparations  since 
the  war  began.    At  all  events,  as  far  as 
I  am  concerned,  I  will  not  have  it  sup- 
^  posed  that  I  charge  the  Grovemment  with 
having  plungetl  this  country  into  a  war 
i  which  is  either  unjust  or  which  could 
<  reasonably  have  been  avoided. 

Mk.  EVELYN  CECIL  (Hertfordshire, 
Hertford) :  I  must  express  considerable 
surpriHe  at  the  form  in  which  the  Amend- 
ment has  been  moved,  ami  I  do  not  see 
much  pnictical  force  in  most  of  the  charges 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  brought  against 
the  Government.  Virtually  he  endeavours 
to  cnicify  the  Government  upon  the 
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horns  of  this  dilemma :  either  it  is  true 
the  war  was  inevitable,  or  it  is  true 
the  war  was  not  inevitable.  The  noble 
Lnitl,  if  I  ma>'  say  so,  is  too  logical.  You 
can  very  well  argue  now  that  it  is  true 
that  war  was  inevitable  or  that  it  was  not, 
hut  you  could  not  before  war  was  declared 
expect  the  Government  to  say  that  war 
was  or  was  not  inevitable.  The  most 
the  Government  could  say  was  that  they 
hoped  war  would  be  avoided.  If  they 
had  taken  up  the  position  that  war 
could  Ije  avoi  ded  I  suppose  they  would 
not  have  made  the  proper  preparations. 
The  noble  Lord  also  seemed  to  take  it  for 
^■anted  that  if  anything  happened  to 
President  Kniger,  who  is  *  6  years  of  age, 
most  of  these  troubles  would  be  avoided 
and  the  Government  be  able  to  tide  over 
negotiations  until  they  completely  dis- 
appeared. That  is  not  at  all  a  position 
which  can  be  taken  up.  There  are  other 
President  Kmgers  to  follow :  especially 
there  is  Mr.  Beitz,  who  is  an  accurate 
representative  in  every  i-espect  of  Presi- 
dent Kruger's  intentions  and  wishes. 
Those  intentions  are  easily  judged  now 
by  the  light  of  events,  but  they  have  been 
fairly  obvious  since  the  year  1 88 1 . 
Pi*e3idcnt  Knigor  has  iievei'  intended  that 
the  Uitlanders  should  be  in  the  same 
position  as  regards  the  franchise  as  his 
invn  burghers.  On  the  coiitiarv,  he  was 
determined  to  preserve  special  privileges 
tu  his  burghers  which  were  not  to  be 
enjoyed  by  Uitlander-i.  He  went  so  far 
as  to  tell  me  that  he  did  not  see  why 
people  who  aime  into  the  country  at  a 
time  sulfscquent  to  its  original  start  should 
1>e  allowed  to  swamp  the  original  burghers 
who  were  there.  I  humbly  suggested 
that  it  was  perfectly  reasonable  that 
educated  men  when  they  had  resided  a 
sufficient  time  in  the  country  should  have 
the  franchise,  and  that  they  should  be 
treated  as  they  would  be  treated  by  e\'ery 
civilised  Government,  But  that  was  not  the 
view  of  the  President,  and  lam  conduced 
that  under  no  circumstances  would  he 
have  given  the  franchise  in  the  way  the 
Uritish  Gov  ernment  justly  demanded  it. 
Kqually  I  think  it  was  his  intention  to 
undermine  by  degrees  the  supremacy  of 
Great  Britain.  For  many  years  past  he 
has  I>een  striWng  to  work  in  such  a  way 
as  giadually  to  sap  the  power  and 
inlluence  of  England  throughout  South 
Africa.  There  is  no  doubt  nuM'  what  was 
his  intention.  It  was  unmasked  by  Mr. 
Keit/  when  he  stiitetl  in  the  desp.itch  of 
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last  May  that  the  Transvaal  claimed  to 
be  a  sovereign  international  State.  That 
was  the  issue  he  evidently  had  in  his 
mind,  but  it  was  one  which  from  his 
point  of  view  he  put  forward  rather 
sooner  than  pprhaps  was  wise.  But  when 
he  had  put  it  forward  he  saw  his  mistake, 
and  endeavoured  to  brush  it  aside  by 
suggesting  that  if  the  discussion  of  the 
Transvaal's  position  was  likely  to  prevent 
a  peaceful  issue  of  the  negotiations  it  had 
better  >>e  put  aside  ^together.  That  was 
not  a  position  which  this  country  could 
have  tolerated  for  one  moment,  and  it 
cannot  be  too  often  remembered  that  at 
that  time  this  country  was  supported  by 
the  whole  of  Europe  in  iiis  contention^ 
because  when  the  Transvaal  desired  to  be 
represented  at  the  Peace  Conference  at 
Brussels  as  an  independent  State  this 
country  protested,  and  the  Powers  of 
Europe  said  that  the  Transvaal  could  not 
be  admitted.  But  President  Kmger  has 
for  years  past  been  endetivouring  to 
encroach  upon  the  territory  of  England- 
We  all  know  the  Zulu  War  was  largely 
undertaken  to  save  the  Transvaal  from 
disturbances ;  but  nevertheless,  directly 
the  war  was  at  an  end  and  there  was  a 
question  of  the  resettlement  of  territory, 
we  found  President  Kruger  and  his  ad- 
herents laying  the  foinidations  of  a  new 
Republic  in  a  comer  of  Zululand  which 
they  had  succeeded  in  annexing.  The 
sjimc  was  the  case  in  regard  to  the 
Stellaland  raids.  The  Convention  of 
188i  laid  down  specific  boundaries  of  the 
Transvaal ;  these  boundaries  did  not  in- 
chide  the  districts  in  Stellaland.  That 
Convention  was  signed  on  Februiiry  27th, 
1884,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year  a 
British  Commissioner  was  sent  to  Stella- 
land, and  a  British  Protectorate  was  pro> 
claimed.  In  the  summer  of  that  year 
disturbances  occun-ed  n  connection  with 
the  native  chiefs,  and  on  the  10th 
December  President  Kruger — as  he  ex- 
plained, in  the  interests  of  humanity — 
proclaimed  that  those  territories  were 
part  of  the  Transvaal.  This  was  practi- 
cally, if  not  actually,  a  breach  of  the 
Convention  which  had  just  been  signed, 
and  it  shows  the  spirit  which  has 
animated  President  Kruger  throughout 
these  negotiations.  We  can  trace  the 
same  spirit  in  the  perpetual  and  syste- 
matic way  in  which  the  President  has 
been  arming  of  recent  years.  It  is  idle 
tn  say  that  the  importations  of  arms  were 
merely  for  defensive  purposes,  and  that 
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there  wa^  no  hustilc  ititcntion  as  far  as  possession  of  thoreal  reason  why  the  Free 
this  cuuntr.'  was  concerned.  It  is  now  State  has  joined  the  Transvaal,  and  I  do 
pretty  common  kiiowlerlge,  whatever  it '  not  chink  he  then  could  have  been  brought 
may  have  lieen  predously,  that  the  to  the  conclusion  which  he  now  says  should 
Portuguese  Customs  in  Delagoa  Bay  will '  have  heen  an  i\  ed  at.     Then  much  is 

certify  that  at  least  200,000  rifles  were  i  said  by  hoii.  (ientlemeti  opposite  about 

imported    through    that    port    to    the  [  the  loyalty  of  the  Afrikanders.  Some 

Transviuil  during  the  last  three  years,  members   of   the  Afrikander  BonJ  cer- 

That  figure  is  the  more  remarkable  when  tainiy  were  loyal  to  the  Government  of 

we  remember  that  just  before  the  wai  the  Queen,  and  felt  strongly  that  although 

President  Kruger  himself  stated  that  the  they  were  Uritish  South  Africans  they 

whole  number  of  his  fighting  burghers  were  also  British  citizens,  but,  neverthe- 

amounted  to  about  30,000.    Even  dlow-  less,  the  Afrikander  Bond  was  the  link 

ing  for  over  15,000  from  the  Orange  Free  which  connected  the  loya!  Cape  Dutch 

State  there  was  an  enormous  margin  left  |  with  disloyal  conspiratoi-s,  and   I  am 

out  of  these  200,000.    What  were  they  sorry  to  say  that  the  loyal  Cape  Dutch 

for  ?    Allow  two  rifles  to  each  man,  and  have  not  been  iihle  tn  see  their  way  to 

there  is  still  a  gigaiitic  margin.    1  do  not  resist  the  influence  brought  to  bear  on 

believe  it  is  unfair  to  suggest  that  that  them.    We  have  discussed  this  Amend- 

margin  was  intended  for  providing  with  meiit  mainly  with  regard  to  the  past 

rifles  the  Dutchmen  of  Cape  Colony,  whom  '  negotiations   and   past   policy   of  the 

President  Kruger  hope(.l  he  wouUl  have  to  Go\  ei  nment.    We  have  still  to  discuss 

support  him.    That  goes  far  to  show  that,  subjects  which  are  intimately  connected 

however  the  negotiations  were  conducted,  with   our    troops.      When    the   right  ■ 

war    would    not   ha^e  been  avoided,  hon.  Gentleman    the    Leader   of  the 

Various  fallacies  have  been  put  forward  Opposition  said  that  the  number  of 

in  this  debate  and  on  other  occasions  by  our  troops  was  ludicrously  insufficient 

hon.  Gentlomei]  oppo.site,  and  I  think  an  it  crossed  my  mind  that  he  had  been 

early  opportunity  should  be   taken  to  speaking  a  great  deal  about  <j*  po^t  fnrUf 

comment  upon  them  and  expose  the  mis-  opinion,  and  I  wondered  whether  that 

takes.    One  of  the  chief  fallacies  we  have  was  not  an       immf  fmii*  opinion  of  his 

heard  nn  recent  occasions  has  been  that  of  own.    It  certainly  has  that  appearance,, 

the  right  hon.  Member  for  Montrose  because    he   used    no   expression  last 

that  this  is  niereh-  a  capitalists'  struggle,  sunmier  to  suggest  that  he  thought  the 

I  can  assure  him  that  this  is  by  no  means  number  of  troops  was  hopelessly  insutfi- 

a  capitalists'  strncglr.    It  is  a  mistake  to  cient.    He  certainly  gave  no  indicatioa 

suppose  that  all  the  .Jewish  capitalists  are  then  that  would  enable  nic  to  praise  his- 

on  one  side  and  all  the  people  oppressed  opinion  now  as  one  of  foresight.  Then 

by  capitalists  on  the  other.    There  are  we  have  to  remember  that  this  war  is 

Jewish  and  other  capitalists  who  are  l>eing  carrie<l  on  at  a  distance  of  6,000 

strongly  concerned  with  the  opposite  side,  miles  from  the  base,  and  is  in  that  respect 

There  are  Jewish  capitjilists   who   arc  unprecedented  in  the  history  of  th'_'  world, 

holders  of   many  concessions  from   the  It  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  send  troops 

Transvaal  Government,  and  whose  per-  to   fight     6,000    miles   away   and  to 

sonal  interest  it  is  to  maintain  the  corrupt  keep    up    an    adcciuate  conmiissariat 

system  of  that  (iovernment.    We  are  also  supply.     That  is  a  ({uestion  which  ought 

told  by  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  to  be  strongly  liorne  in  mind  when  the 

that  the  Government  ought  to  have  action  of  the  Government  is  so  glibly 

known    last    snmmer   that    the  Free  condemned.     In  the  gi  cat  national  crisis 

State  woiUd  join  with  the  Trans-  in  which  we  stand  it  is  important  to. 
vaal  if  a  war  broke    out.    I  demur '  know  what  is  the  appro-vimate  strength 

to    that    very    much.     The    reason  ,  of  the  Boeirs,  and  I  have  it  from  a  Boer 

the  Free  State"  joined  the  Tnirisvaal  is  a  source,  which  I  think  I  can  reasonably 

very  simple  one.    It  is  simply  the  race  trust,  that  the  numl>er  of  their  troops  in 

feeling.      T    remember    perfectlv   well  the  field  at  the  present  moment  ranges 

hearing  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  between  70,00(1  and  H0,000,  of  whom 

Leader  of  the  Opposition  jlenving  alto-  30,000  aie  surrounding  Ladysmith.  That 

gether  in  this  House  that  any  race  feeling  is  a  considerable  force  foi-  us  to  cope  with, 

existed  in  South  Africa.    That  being  so,  and  1  think,  whoever  may  have  under- 

he  certainly  was  not  at  the  time  in  estimated  the  real  strength  of  the  Boers,. 
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w«  sbotiJil  itw-  inj  iiiTj.-  n-'W  I  believe  tuhr  lully  into  the  questions  which  the 
Th«i  ihr  ....rurv   I-  ,.r.-l  Milling  to  Aiuenctment  raises.    I,  therefore,  merelv 

I  mc.L  tM  1.1-1!.-  (jg^pg  ,^  Pxpress  the  cwciirrenee  which 
I   fwl  with  the  remnrks    which  have 


tUil«     '.VaT     !■<  Mii  i  ..■-vilul  ruiu'lu-JOl 

if  dO,o\Hf  III   [i.iii.iKii.*  [unr--  jueii  il 

I   iiiii    ^uiv    till'  <-4*iiiitrv  irill   *      f  trom  speakers  on  both  ^ides  of  the 


tlly  piou<l«  Vketa  withuut  the  sinallu^t  Hon.*  vrith  ri'pini  to  the  sympathy  feh 
lur.  and  I  li*U*v*  tbv  OoFenEmeikt  «ritfa  ttie  tnNips  fighting  the  battles  of 

wtrtUii  beading  ih  tlw  qioft  popuLtT  w&y  thr>  „trv  in  South  Afriau      There  :irL- 

il?"''^L^^^^S!^  5  TI™*/  ,  '"^t^-^        *Ioubt.  in  coaiiectiou 

nkbSoam  our  armr  Wi  liirt**  «ld^*pe  I  campaign  ou  «  huh  wea«  are  ut 

Ooloojr-    TTio  coumn  clo<_^  jiut  wi-lt  to  '  ^U- are  at  oue  with  re^puxl  to  the 

fflHv  pitfaer  mofi  01  niMm-v,  iui.i  tt  will  fwling  of  sympathy  with  our  tn>ops :  \re 
gpftdJ^' «i||rpon  in  til*' tiii(i:nilici'^iit  TKinniT  nre  iit  ime  also  with  the  \iew  that  the 

uJutoatum  of  President  Krtij^cr  itiacie 
war  ftrtvitahle,  whatever  was  the  case 
K'f'^i  ■  Rut,  apart  fniiii  tnic  or 
two  i^uestions  of   that  kind    in  whirh 


it  hnn  hith<''fh4  -thijwn  :inv  projxwition 
pm  I  '  lv  u.i  ill  rln"i  ^i-u^p.  \  ti\iGn\d 
Ukv  t'l  :-.;iy  ;i  fi^iv  muk!)*  .is  to  (he  Um- 
mtn^ki!  >.  :iltn.'  Ill  t  li»'i  (.|iiHnl  t  ntops  fi-oni  all 
n:iir-  hI  iKc  Enipii''.  Colojiial  ln>i>p8 aru, 
1  li'M  \CT}>  woll  tittod  foi  the  ifpniU  p'*  concur  there  is  amph^  nxim  for 
land  i4  wuriiuv  raquired  i»$«mfi  Africa,  difference  with  regard  to  details,  and  the 
Bat.  nwwt  ^  all  I  shouU'  Hfc»  to  j»v  n  Amendment  which  has  bi  en  mov«J  t-oii- 
Cnliut^  tC  the  Croops  who  hnvt:  vnhuiTfen 


in  SiNith  Africa  iCM'lf,  tim'U  nf^  thv  ii>ip<-viid 
Light  Hoi-se.  iht*  >M«ith  Alri(-.kii  Ki^'n 
Horw,  Mud  sitniliLi-  luidifK.  fur  ihf  iO'-'ftt 
servic**  ih«v  bai*-  roKicn^d  mhI  -.iw 
rt-nd'-riiig.  Thf  Ijii'm  fii-di;.-  i.i  t  \ir 
(:ounri\  wl(if|)ih"\  - :ijL.J  ktM-ii 


vi'UTMEfs  and  focusses  as  far  as  possible 
UuQee  ditlereiieos  of  opinion  which  ciie 
Hf^wo  nf  Commons  is  not  ouiy  entitleil 
IjtiT  Iwiind  to  incjuire  into,  if  the  objet-t 
i4  the  Hons*'  to-night  wert'  t4(  investijpite 
the  wrhole  of  the  questions  alike  of  tarries, 
strfttpgj',  and  politics  arising  (hiring  the 
courst'  of  the  last  live  vt-ais  there  wotiW 


ntirtJ  ilii'v  ?iiOM  iiiMsi  ijiluiiiili',  immI  the 
inimUL'i  III  iiM-ii  Ktill  n-jiiiv  u)  enlist  10 
Hght  ihr  i.f  tl«.  Knipiru  nOeeta  . 

vw>- ^iivattTHlitHii       rr^loiiy  atid«iMlWa-i        ■^''^J'  time   left  to  investigjite 

ihs  uiHly  f>f  our  KinpiiT.  1  tmsi  tliiit  what^  tlicta.  In  my  opinion  w>me  of  thejfe 
*^J"' J*"  ifl  thn  prMHE-cuiion  »rf  thr  war  matterft  ought  clearly  to  l>e  exehided  from 
wiUwdw»withrlj< -  .l.jtcMifbri  an  immirv  of  this  kind.    For  instance, 

W«fl«r  Wrniinu.ti<iiF  tli.u.  On*  apuirx^ilion 
«  the  two  Jlepirlilio,.    f  Inbi-vr  ihflti- 
Mm  tmly  nohitioii  w  bitli      lik.  h-  m  :in\ 
nSgnM)  tri  MM.rh^'  til.'  ijod.fi  iin.wi' .'-{;ct 
Wffjaajr<ttril  L-ivttijTn,.<  ( 
not  ho  N<Njt/i,.fi  / 


Ml 
1"  fllt'V 


fV  Ul' 


oil  the  subject  of  tactics  this  House  is 
b<Athd'to  be  silent.  hi  the  first  plac^ 
1.1  "  ■  can  only  be  judgwl  after  full 
kh"^.  .^'uge  obtained  on  the  spot. 
J.I  I  ill  sh  critifi'^egcneials  on  the  field  with  r* 
Mire  particular  l»ttle  is  m>t  onl> 
iiiviilioiis  titsk,  and  one  in  whi 
i.'Mr^v  til  tie  misled,  but  in  iuldit 
one  M'hich  it  is  only  possible  for  « 
aRw  l^tl  investigation  t>f  maps,  whi 
[iiii  iil'Tainable  here,  to  deal  with 
Eiillv  Therefore,  if  tJictics  were  *" 
K-f.'r.-  the  pur\'iew  of .  an  in 
liiia  House,  the  inquiry  sh 
striftly  limited.  Then  agai 
rrgiiid  til  strategy,  there  is 
prHiM^  <»se   for  inquiry, 

tfiatter  is  so  much  one  f- 
prfi''  that  it  is  almost  vm\ 
XQ  d«al  with  it  in  conuectiou  wil 
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Amendment.  And  yet  in  regard  to  it '  due  north  from  Cape  Colony  into  the 
there  is  considerable  ditticulty  in  separat- Orange  Free  State,  and  in  that  way  to 


in^  questions  of  strategy  from  questions 
of  policy.  For  instance,  it  was  on  a 
question  of  policy  rather  than  of  strategy 
that  Sir  George  White's  plan  was  altered 
to  a  very  considerable  extent.  He  was 
not  in  favour  of  holding  Dundee  and 
Uleiicoe,  hut  he  was  induced  by  the 
Goremor  of  Natal  to  hold  these  advanced 
posts  in  spite  of  the  danger  to  which  it 
might  give  rise.  In  connection  with  that 
matter,  it  will  lie  desirahle  to  press  the  right 
hf>ii.  Gentleman  further  than  he  has  l>eeu 


indirectly  relieve  the  garrisons  of  Lady- 
smith  aTul  Kimberley  without  dividing 
their  forces  into  auiwrdinate  expeditions. 
Those  are  matters  with  regard  to  which 
it  seems  to  me  some  further  explanation 
will  have  to  he  given.  They  are  to  some 
extent  questions  of  strategy,  but  they 
are  also  in  part  questions  of  policy,  and 
it  seems  to  me  impossible  that  we  should 
altogether  ignore  Uiem  in  view  of  the  valu- 
able lives  which  arcatstake,  and  trhichhave 
heen  lost  owini;  to  the  errors  which  are 


pressed  to-night.  He  told  us  that  the  Gov-  j  now  almost  univei'saUy  admitted  to  have 


eriiment  in  this  country  had  not  1  irought  any 
iiitlueuce,  direct  or  imlirect,  to  bear  on  ! 
any  general  in  the  field  with  regard  to  i 
the  conduct  of  the  campaign,  and  he  ! 

Stinted  out  with  reference  to  Dundee  and  i 
lencoe,  that  the  Groi'ernor  of  Natal  gave  ' 
the  advice  he  did  on  the  advice  of  his 
own  Ministers,  and  without  consultation 
with  Ministers  in  this  country.  The 
Governor  of  Natal  is,  after  alt,  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Crown,  and  is  directly 
responsible  to  '  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
Therefore,  it  is  inipossiijlu  to  throw  the 
blame  on  Ministers  in  Natal,  iMjcause  the 
(Jovernor  was  not  bound  to  act  on  their 
advice  until  authorised  or  counselled  to 
do  so  by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  mani- 
festly it  was  his  duty  to   have  com- 
niuiucated  ou  a  point  i)f  such  gieat 
importance  with  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
If  that  a[^ied  to  Dundee  and  Gleneoe, 
snrely  the  same  set  of  considerations 
applied  also  to  the  holding  of  Ladysmith, 
and  to  the  diversion  of  troops  from  Cape 
C-olony  into  Natal  for  the  purpose  of 
rescuing  that  town.     Wo  are  given  to 
uixierstand  that  the  Govci  tmxent  of  this 
country  brought  no  pressure  to  bear  on 
the  generals.    I  quite  accept  that,  but 
what  we  wish  to  know  is  whether  some 
adnce  was  not   given   by  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  to  the  effect  that  very  serious 
moral  residts  would    be    produced  if 
Kimberley  and   Ladysmith  were  not 
rescu^  and  unless  we  are  satisfied  that  j  justly  deprived, 
persotm  holding  positions  of  civil  authority  '  been  taken,  it  was 


been  committed.    Passing  from  questions 
of  tactics  anil  strategy,  and  also  from 
questions  on   the  border   line  between, 
strategy  and  policy,  and  coming  to  ques- 
tions of  policy  itself,  it  seems  to  mc  that 
there  have  men  a  great  many  points 
dealt  with  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
which  will  have  to  be  dealt  with  more 
fully.   The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
South  Shields  supported  this  Amendment,, 
though  on  somewhat  curious  grounds.. 
He  t&ew  a  very  elaborate  and  fine  dis- 
tinction between  an  alien  and  an  unen- 
franchised inhabitant.     I  am  bound  to 
say,  as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  follow 
his   argument,  that  its  logical  conclu- 
sion appears  to  be  that  the  Uitlander 
in  the   Transvaal   who    had    not  the 
franchise  was  like  Mahomet's  coffin — be- 
tween heaven  and  earth.    He  was  not  a 
citizen  of  the  Transvaal,  and  he  had  lost 
the  citizenship  of  his  o%vn  country.  That, 
would  he  the  logical  couseiiuence  of  the 
very  anoaialous  condition  of  an  unen- 
franchised inhabitant  of  the  Transvaal. 
In  that  connection  one  must  recognise 
that  in  the  steps  which  were  taken  to 
'  secure  the  just  claims  of  the  Uitlanders, 
the  ground  taken  was  not  simply  that 
\  they  were  without  the  franchise,  but  that 
;  on  account  of  the  Convention  of  1884 
j  and  also  by  virtue  of  certain  principles  of 
I  interiuitional  hiw  they  wei-u  entitled  to- 
certiun  rights  of  which  they  were  un- 
That  ground  having 
surelv  impossible 


m  South  Africa  did  not  give  advice  of .  to  suppose  that  the  Uitlandei-s  occupied 
that  kind  we  shall  still  be  of  opinion,  after  '  the  very  anomalous  position  attributed 


what  has  transpired  in  the  despatches 
of  Sir  Geoige  \\Tiite  and  also  from  in- 
formation derived  from  other  quarters 
that  a  certain  amount  of  pressure  was 
brought  to  Iwar  on  the  generals  which 
induced  them  to  alter  the  original  plan 


to  them  by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member. 
With  regaid  to  the  questions  of  policy 
which  were  embodied  in  what  is  known 
aa  Sir  ^Ufred  Milner's  Policy  No.  1,  it  seems, 
to  mc  we  cannot  justly  find  fault  with 
steps  having  been  taken  by  the  Govern- 


of  campaign,  which  was  to  press  forward  ment  to  secure  that  the  Uitlanders  should 
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■  obtain  the  franchise,  .ind  for  two  reiisons. 
First  of  all  because  whon  J.ord  Kipon 
was  at  the  Colonial  Office  he  took  steps 
by   amicable,   friendly,  ami  <liplomatic 
means  to  secure  that  the  franchise  should 
be  extended,  and  in   the  next  place 
•on  general  groundH  it  is  obviously  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  frce- 
■tlora    that   every     effort     should  be 
niade  to  secure  equality.     But  what 
we  object  to  is  the  particular  metho<ls 
by    which    those  steps    were  taken, 
the  particular  methofls  of  diplomacy  by 
which  it  Avas  attempted  to  carry  these 
principles  into  practice.    If  the  Gk)vem- 
ment  had  acted  in  regard  to  Policy  No.  1 
on   the   lines  laid  down  by  previous 
Governments    on  the  principle  on  which 
Lord  Ripon  tried  to  carry  it  into  effect — 
no  serious  objection  could  be  offered,  but 
what  was  objectionable  was  that  the 
refusal  of  the  conditions  involved  in 
Policy  No.  1  should  practically  have  boon 
made  the  subject  of  a  cnam  Mli.  AVhere 
a  niintit  l>dU  might  arise  would  l)e  any 
disregard  on  the  part  of  the  Government 
of    the    Transvaal    of     the  Conven- 
tion of  1884,  or  else  any  injury  done 
to     British    rights     in     defiance  of 
the    principles    of    international  law. 
But  Policy  No.  1 ,  us  put  forward  by  Sir 
Alfred  Mitner,  did  not  involve  any  direct 
violation  of  the  Convention  of  1884,  but 
it  attempted  to  secure  for  the  Uitlanders 
something  over  and  above  what  was 
Tecogniaed  by  that  Convention,  and  it  was 
not  an  attempt  to  redress  some  particular 
injury  or  wrong  suffered  l»y  British  sub- 
jects in  defiance  of  the  principles  of  in- 
ternational law.    If  it  had  been  one  or 
other  then  its  rejection  might  have  con-  j 
stituted  a  aisus  Mli.    As  regartls  Policy 
No.  2  put  forward  by  the  Government 
at  a  later  date,  as  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  j 
never  formulated,  and  never  had   any  i 
form  or  sha^e.    It  meant  that  particular  | 
wrongs  or  injuries  sufferetl  by  British  ■ 
■subjects  in  defiance  of  known  principles  ' 
of  international  law  should  be  tabulated  I 
in  a  form  intelligible  to  the  people  of  this  ! 
country  and  to  the  people  of  Europe.  If  the 
(Government  had  taken  that  lineatan  earlier 
tlate  it  would  not  only  have  the  effect  of  en- 
lightening to  a  great  extent  public  opinion 
in  this  country  ax  to  the  e»ict  state  of 


things,  but  would  also  have  the  effect  of 
removing  many  misunderstandings  which 
prevail  in  Kurope,  and  which  nave  em- 
phasised the  very  artful  manner  in  which 
the  representatives  of  the  Boer  Republic 
in  Europe  have  manipulated  the  opinioiu 
of  the  European  press.    If  that  policy  had 
been  put  forwanl  as  a  definite  form  mis- 
understanding would  have  been  removed 
and  we  shoidd  not  have  armved  against 
us  the  weight  of  moral  opinion  which 
though  it  may  not  have  any  particular 
effect  on  the  progress  of  the  struggle  now 
r  being  carried  on  in  South  Africa  never- 
,  theless  acts  as  a  moral  help  to  the  Boers, 
and  also  as  a  possible  reserve  of  strength 
I  to  them  in  view  of  possible  complications 
,  that  might  ensue  from  the  war.  If 
;  Policy  No.  2  harl  been  put  forward  at  an 
earlier  stage  in  a  clear  and  definite  form 
it  would  not  only  have  the  effect  of  setting 
the  Government  right  in  the  opinion  of 
many  in  this  country  who  were  not  able 
to  consider  Policy  No.  1  as  right  in 
accordance  with  the  principles  of  inter- 
national law  and  the  Convention  of  1884, 
but  it  would  also   have   the  effect  of 
making  opinion  in  Europe  less  hostile 
to    UH     than     it    actually    has  been 
4luring  the   course   of    this  campaign. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  House  in  his  speech  referred  to  the 
conditions,  and  the  only  conditions,  on 
which  it  would  be  possible  for  peace  to  be 
concluded,  and  on  that  point  he  tried  t-c» 
elicit  the  opinion  of  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  and  while  endeavouring  to 
elicit  that  opinion  he  appeared  to  be  very 
careful  not  to  give  any  opinion  himself  as 
to  when  those  conditions  would  arise. 
The  Loader  of  the  Opposition  laid  down 
fii-stly  that  it  would  be  necessary  to  bring 
to  an  end  the  invasion  of  British  territory  ; 
secondly,  that  the  war  should  l>e  crowned 
for  the  British  arms ;  and  thirdly,  that 
the  paramountcy  of  the  Grown  in  South 
Africa  must  bo  maintained  unimpaired. 

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stootl 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-morrow. 


Adjouraed  at  one  minute  after 
Twelve  o'clock. 


Mr.  'Stevenson. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS.  RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


IFedneadttff,  Slst  January,  1900. 


PETITIONS. 


ATTAR  KHAN. 

Petition  of  Attar  Khan,  for  inquiry 
into  his  case ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BOOCHUNA. 

Petition  of  Boochuna,  for  redress  of 
grievances ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

DIVORCE. 
Petition  from  London  and  other  places, 
for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

LICENSING  (SALE  OF  INTOXICATING 
LIQUORS). 

Petition  from  Kewton  Abbot,  for  alter- 
ation of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  SERVANTS' 
SUPERANNUATION. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Hastings  and  Petersfield ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ACT,  1894. 

Petition  from  Totnea,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT,  1895. 

Petition  from  Urr,  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

BATING  OF  AVOODLANDS. 
Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Pocklington  (two) ;  and  Hunslet ;  to  lie 
open  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY. 

Petitions  against,  from  Bures  j  Biggles- 
wade ;  Dollar;  Irawich;  Chelsea;  and 
Wood  Green ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RANKAREN.  CHANAN. 

Petition  of  Chaiian  Sankaren,  for 
redress  of  grievances :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  to  1898. 
Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Yeovil ;  and  Barnstaple  :  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

VOL.  LXXVin.  [Fourth  Series.] 


EAST  INDIA  {WAKS  ON  OR  BEYOND 
THE  BORDERS  OF  BRITISH  INDIA). 

Return  [presented  30th  January]  to  be 
printed.    [Na  13.] 

SALISBURY  PLAIN  (PROPERTY 
PURCHASED). 

Return  [presented  30th  January]  to  be 

printed.    [No.  14.] 

PRISONS  (SCOTLAND). 

Paper  [presented  30th  January]  to  be 
printed.  ^No.  15.] 

LIGHTHOUSES,  ETC.  (LOCAL  INSPEC- 
TIONS.) 

Copies  presented, — of  Reports  to  the 
Board  of  Trade  by  the  Trinity  House  of 
Deptford  Strond  and  the  Commissioners 
of  Northern  Lighthouses  of  their  Inspec- 
tion of  Local  Iiighthouses,  Buoys,  and 
Beacons  (in  contmuation  of  Parliament- 
ary Paper,  No  73  of  Sesnon  1899)  [by 
Act];  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  16.] 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (PROCEED- 
INGS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  Pro- 
ceedings during  the  month  of  November 
1899  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented, — of  Return  for  the 
quarter  ended  3l8t  December  1899  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND  LAW  (IRELAND)  ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  the 
number  of  Eviction  Notices  filed  during 
the  quarter  ended  31st  December  1899 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION  (JUDICIAL 
RENTS). 

Copy  presented,— of  Return  of 
Judicial  Rents  during  the  month  of  June 
1899  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND), 
Copy  presented, — of  Return  of  Evic- 
tions in  Ireland  for  the  quarter  ended 
31st  December,  1899  [by  Command] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 
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WINTER  ASSIZES  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented, — of  Four  Orders  in 
Council,  dated  Ist  November,  1899,  for 
holding  Winter  Assizes  in  Ireland  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPREME   COURT    OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Councils 
amendun^  Order  of  25th  February,  1885» 
re-arrauging  the  Circuits  in  Ireland  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SUPREME    COURT    OF  JUDICATURE 
.  (IRELAND),  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
giving  effect  to  Rules  of  Court  under  The 
Local  Government  (Application  of  Plnact- 
inents)  Order,  1898  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

SUPREME  COURT   OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Cotmcil 
giving  effect  to  Rules  of  Court 
(Bankruptcy)  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1877. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council 
giWng  effect  to  Rules  of  Court  under  the 
Local  Government  (Application  of  Enact- 
ments) Order,  1898  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

CONSOLIDATED  FUND. 

Abstract  Account  presented, — showing 
the  issues  made  from  the  Consolidated 
Fund  of  the  United  Kingdom  in  the  year 
ended  ."Ust  March,  1899,  for  the  Interest 
and  Management  of  the  Debt,  for  the 
Civil  List,  and  all  other  Issues  in  the 
financial  year  for  services  charged  directly 
on  the  said  Fund;  with  the  Report  of 
the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  17.] 

WOODS,  FORESTS,  AND  LAND 
REVENUES. 

Abstract  Accounts  presented, — for  the 
year  ended  March  31st^  1899,  together 
with  the  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.  [No. 
18.] 


CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS (APPROPRIATK»N 

ACCOUNTS). 

Appropriation  Accounts  presented,— 
for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1899, 
together  with  the  Reports  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  G^eneral  thereon,  ami 
certain  Beporte  upon  Store  Accounts  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be 
printed.    [No.  19.] 

PAPER  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Bank  of  England. — Accounts  of  Ei- 
chequer  Bills  and  other  Government 
Securities  purchased,  and  of  the  Amount 
of  Balances  of  Sums  issued  for  the 
Payment  of  DiWdends,  etc.,  for  the 
year  ending  5th  January,  1900  [by  Act], 
to  be  printed.    [No.  20.] 

PARLIAMENTARY  0<>NSTITl  ENCIES 
(ELECTORS,  ETC.)  (UNITED  KINUDOM). 

Address  for  "  Return  showing,  with 
regard  to  each  Parliamentary  Gonstita- 
ency  in  the  United  Kingdom,  the  total 
number  and,  as  far  as  possible,  the  num- 
ber in  each  class  of  Electors  on  the  Regis- 
ter now  in  force ;  and  also  showing  the 
Population  and  Inhabited  Houses  in  each 
Constituency  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  No.  78,  of  Session  1899).'' 
—(Sir  CltarleK  Dilh.) 

AIJENS. 

Address  for  "Rettum  showing  the 
names  of  all  Aliens  to  whom  Certificates 
of  Naturalisation  have  1)een  issued,  and 
whoso  oaths  of  allegiance  have,  1)etween 
the  1st  day  of  January,  1899,  and  the  3l8t 
day  of  December,  1899,  been  registered 
at  the  Home  Office,  gi\*ing  the  county  and 
place  of  residence  of  the  person  iiattu^l- 
ised,  and  including  information  as  to  any 
Aliens  who  have  during  the  same  period 
obtained  Acts  of  Natiuralisation  from  the 
Legislature  (in  continuation  of  Pariia- 
mentaryPaper.No.  140,  of  Session  1S99)." 
— {Mr.  Jesse  Collinijs.) 

\  NEW  WRIT. 

For  the  County  of  Lancaster  North- 
East  (Rossendale  Division), — in  the  room 
of  John  Henry  Maden,  esquire  (Manor  of 
Northstead).— (Jfi-.  Ohdstone.) 


BALLOT  FOR  BILLS,  AND  Mt)TKJNS 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  TUESDAY'S. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed,— 
"  That  no  Bills,  other  than  Government 
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BilLs,  be  introdnced  in  anticijAtion  ef  the 
4)&Uot,  and  that  all  Members  who  desire 
to  ballot,  whether  for  Bills,  or  Motiens 
for  the  first  four  Tuesdays  of  the  session, 
do  hand  in  their  names  at  the  Table 
during  the  sitting  of  the  Hoase  on  the 
first  or  second  day  of  the  session,  and 
that  a  copy  of  such  notices  be  handed  in 
at  the  latMt  during  the  sitting  of  the 
House  on  the  third  cUy  erf  -the  session  : 

'*  That  the  ballot  for  the  precedence  of 
the  said  Bills  and  Motion  be  taken  on  the 
third  day  of  the  session  at  a  convenient 
time  and  place  to  be  appointed  by  Mr. 
Speaker,  and  that  the  introducticm  and 
First  Heading  of  Bills  on  the  fourth  day 
be  taken  before  Questions  and  as  soon 
after  Three  o'clock  as  Mr.  Speaker  may 
4leeiu  convenient." — {Mr.  A.  J.  Hnlfour.) 

Mr.  DUNG0MB£  (Cumberhind, 
Egremont)  said  he  intended  to  move  an 
Amendment  to  the  resolution  in  order  to 
afibrd  himself  an  opportunity  of  calling 
attention  to  d'isirable  alterations  in  the 
rules  of  procedure.  He  had  noticed  in 
previous  sessions  an  extraordinary  reluc- 
tance on  the  part  of  the  Grovemment, 
the  Leader  of  the  House,  and  the  Front 
Bench  generally,  to  idlow  the  House  to 
consider  in  any  way  the  rules  of  procedure. 
Yet  that,  after  all,  was  a  matter  in  which 
the  House  was  deeply  interested,  and  as 
he  could  see  no  other  chance  of  bringing 
4>n  the  question,  he  had  been  forced  to 
propose  an  Amendment  on  the  present 
occasion.  It  did  not  seem  to  him  to  be  a 
dignified  proceeding  that  the  House 
should  allot  the  days  to  be  devoted  to  the 
discussion  of  private  members'  Bills  in 
a  haphazard  manner.  The  present  plan 
was  what  he  might  call  a  gamble.  Am- 
bers were  drawn  at  haphazard.  The 
efiect  of  the  Amendment  would,  on  the 
<^her  hand,  be  to  make  sure  that  prece- 
dence was  given  to  Bills  in  which  the 
minority  of  the  Members  of  the  House 
were  interested.  Surely  that  was  a  fair 
and  reasonable  proposal.  It  was  only 
natural  that  precedence  should  be 
given  to  such  Bills  as  those  iii  which, 
for  or  against,  the  largest  number  of 
Members  were  interested.  Of  course,  some 
objection  might  be  raised  even  to  that. 
It  mi^t  be  said,  for  instance,  that  the 
same  Bill  would  take  precedence  session 
after  session.  That,  however,  might 
■easily  be  guarded  against  by  an  arrange- 
ment that  when  a  Bill  had  once  been 


fully  discussed  it  should  not  have  pre- 
cedence in  any  subsequent  session  of  the 
same  Parliament.  It  would,  he  submitted, 
be  more  in  consonance  with  the  dignity 
of  Parliament,  and  better  for  the  orderly 
conduct  of  its  proceedings,  if  the  motion 
just  made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Traasury  were  altered  in  the  manner 
he  ventured  to  propose. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  In  line  4,  after  the  word  '  names,'  to  insert 
the  words, '  together  with  the  name  of  the  Bill 
or  motion  for  which  they  desire  precedence.' " 
— (Jfr.  Z)tfneoi»6e.) 

Question  proposed — "  That  those  words 

be  there  inserted." 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfovb,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  does  not 
allege  that  either  the  Government  or  I 
have  any  desire  to  burke  any  legitimate 
discussion  on  our  rules  of  procedure. 
Surely  in  the  last  four  or  five  sessions  we 
have  had  more  debate  in  that  direction 
than  in  the  years  before.  As  regards  this 
particular  Amendment,  the  rule  I  have 
proved  was  framed  simply  for  the  con- 
vemence  of  the  House,  and  it  has  been 
found  to  work  well  and  has  met  with 
general  approval.  No  substantial  com- 
plaint, 80  &r  as  I  have  heard,  has  ever 
been  raised  a^nstit,  and  while  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  have  its  operation  carefully 
watched,  and  shall  not  shrink  from  pro- 
posing or  supporting  any  alteration  which 
may  be  found  to  be  necessary,  I  do  think 
that  until  some  weakness  has  been  proved 
to  exist  it  would  be  well  to  leave  it  in  the 
form  in  which  it  now  stands. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  1  think  the  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  is  wise  in  not  summarily 
adopting  this  proposed  alteration  of  the 
rule.  The  object  of  the  hon.  Member 
who  proposes  it  is,  I  presume,  to  arrive 
at  some  better  way  of  determining  the 
priority  of  private  Members'  Bills.  At 
present  we  trust  to  blind  fortune.  The 
ballot  has  at  all  events  one  advantage, 
and  that  is  that  no  one  is  to  blame  except 
fortune  if  a  given  Bill  is  not  discuss^. 
I  quite  admit  that  this  is  not  a  very 
briUiant  method  of  conducting  our  de- 
bates, or  the  discussions  of  any  serious 
assembly;  but  every  other  mode  which 
has  been  proposed  would  be  subject  to 
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frave  objection,  and  even  that  suggested 
y  the  hon.  Member  would  be  open  to 
the  strong  objection  that  hon.  Members 
would  be  continually  canvassed  in  ad- 
vance for  their  support,  and  the  Paper 
would — especially  in  the  recess,  when 
promises  are  easily  given — be  covered 
with  their  names.  No  doubt  this  is  a 
matter  ve  should  bear  in  mind.  Our 
rules  of  procedure  are  certainly  open  to 
improvement,  but  I  think  it  would  be 
rash  on  our  part  to  make  the  proposed 
alteration  without  further  inquiry. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  {Lynn  Regis) 
said  they  had  been  told  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  that  the  selection  of  measures 
for  discussion  was  left  to  blind  fortune, 
and  that  that  was  not  a  proper  procedure 
for  an  assembly  of  this  kind.  But  he 
would  point  out  that  the  selection  was 
not  entirely  left  to  blind  fortune. 
Syndicates  were  oooamonall^  formed  of 
persons  in  favour  of  certain  Bills,  and 
these  did  their  best  to  correct  the  errors  of 
blind  fortune,  and  to  put  pressure  upon 
her  which,  being  a  lady,  she  was  not 
always  able  to  withstand.  Further  than 
that,  he  would  like  to  point  out  that  if 
the  Amendment  were  adopted  it  would, 
while  giving  precedence  to  some  measures, 
altogether  prevent  the  discussion  of  others 
in  which  only  a  few  Members  were 
interested.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
had  said  that  of  late  years  improvement 
had  been  made  in  the  procedure  of  the 
House.    AVith  that  he  did  not  quite  agree. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR ;  Well,  changes.  ^ 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLKS  :  Changes  for 
the  worse.    But  in  view  of  the  serious  , 
events  this  House  had  now  to  consider  he  i 
thought  it  would  be  l>etter  not  to  make  . 
the  proposed  change.    The  hon.  Member  , 
for  Egremont  might  rest  content  with  hav-  [ 
iiig  called  attention  to  the  matter,  especially 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  had  under- 
taken to  consider  the  situation  with  a 
view  to  possibly  effecting  an  improvement 
at  some  future  day. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE:  After  what  has 
fallen  from  the  Leader  of  the  House  and 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition,  I  do  not 
intend  to  press  the  matter  further,  and  I 
aak  leave  to  withdraw  my  Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  Question  put,  and  agreed  to. 
Sir  11.  t'nmpheU'Bannerman. 


Ordered,  That  no  Bills  other  than 
Government  Bills  be  introduced  in  anti- 
cipation of  the  ballot,  and  that  all  Members 
who  desire  to  ballot,  whether  for  Bills  or 
Motions  for  the  first  four  Tuesdays  of  the 
session,  do  hand  in  their  names  at  the 
Table  during  the  sitting  of  the  House  on 
the  first  or  second  day  of  the  session,  and 
that  a  copy  of  auch  notices  be  banded  in  at 
the  latest  during  the  sitting  of  the  House 
on  the  third  day  of  the  session. 

That  the  ballot  for  the  precedence  of 
the  said  Bills  and  Motions  be  taken  on 
the  third  day  of  the  session  at  a  con- 
venient time  and  place  to  be  appointed 
by  !Mr.  Speaker,  and  that  the  introaucticm 
and  First  Reading  of  Bills  on  the  fourth 
day  be  taken  before  Questions  and  as  soon 
after  three  o'clock  as  Mr.  Speaker  may 
deem  convenient. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

Secoxd  Dav*s  Debate. 

Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [30th  January]  to 
Question  [30th  January],  "  That  w» 
humble  Address  be  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  as  foUoweth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign — 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
I  Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  olTcr  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
j  Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses    of    Parliament. "  —  (Capiain 
I  Preli/inttn.) 

1  And  which  Amendment  was,  "  At  the 
;  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words  — 

1  '  Bnt  we  liuiubly  express  our  reCTot  at  the 
I  watit  of  knowledge,  foresight,  ana  judgment 
dU]>laved  by  Yoar  Majenty'n  advitiers,  alike 
I  in  tlieir  conduct  of  South  African  affairs  since 
1895  and  in  tiieir  iirejiarations  for  the  yi&r 
now  ^>roceedins.  *  "  —  {Lord  Edmond  Fit:- 
maurve.) 

QueatioTi  again  proposed, — "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Debate  resumed.. 

•Mr.  STKVi'A'SON  (Suffolk,  Eye):  Last 
night  when  the  debate  was  interrupted 
under  Uie  rules  of  the  House  1  was 
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endeaTourin^  to  lay  before  it  certain  pro- 
positions which,  with  permisaion,  I  will 
recapitulate  in  two  or  three  sentences. 
The  first  was  that  there  were  certain  por- 
tions of  the  subject  raised  by  the  Speech 
which  were  necessarily  excladed  from  this 
debate.  One  of  them  was  the  question  of 
tactics,  and  the  other  was  that  of  strategy, 
■and  to  these  reference  could  only  be 
made  under  certain  limitations.  For 
instance,  on  the  question  of  tactics,  the 
conduct  of  a  particular  battle  depended  to 
a  certain  extent  on  the  resources  which 
were  at  the  command  of  the  general — 
resources  in  the  shape  of  men  and  ammuni- 
tion- Those  resources  in  their  turn 
depended  on  the  organisation  at  head- 
quarters, and  such  limitations  must 
therefore  be  taken  into  account.  Again, 
in  regard  to  strate^  and  the  conduct  of  a 
campaign,  certain  limitationa  must  also  be 
obeerred.  We  have  an  instance  of  that 
in  the  case  of  the  occupation  of  Bundee 
and  Glenooe  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
Uie  military  judgment  of  Sir  George 
White  was  against  the  retention  of 
thoee  two  places.  That  matter  has 
ab«ady  been  slightly  touched  upon, 
but  I  hope  that  m  the  course  of  this 
debate  we  shall  get  a  definite  answer 
to  the  question  whether  the  civil 
authorities  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony 
had  exercised  on  other  genends  in  com- 
mand pressure  analogous  to  that  which 
they  brought  to  bear  on  Sir  George  ^A^lite 
in  r^ird  to  Dundee  and  Glencoe.  The 
ri^thon.  Grentleman  has  certainly  given 
«  definite  and  specific  answer  in  reference 
to  those  two  places;  but  does  it  not 
naturally  occur  to  him  that  if  it  were 
possible  for  Sir  Hely  Hutchinson  to 
exercise  pressure  in  regard  to  those  two 
particular  cases  it  would  also  be  possible 
for  other  dvil  authorities  at  the  Cape,  not 
themselves  military  men,  to  exeroise 
smdlar  pressure  with  regard  to  Ladysmith 
and  Kimberley } 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  a.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  have  no  reason  to  think  so. 

*Mr.  STEVENSON :  It  is  well  known 
that  military  opinion  was  originally  in 
favour  of  sending  an  army  northwards 
into  the  Orange  Free  State  for  the  piu-- 
pwe  of  advancing  into  the  Transvaal. 
Why  was  that  plaa  of  campaign 
dt^aited  from  1  Whose  influence  was 
it  that  caused  the  depattura  3  Was 
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the  departure  made  at  the  direct  instiga- 
tion of  the  Government  of  this  country, 
or  indirectly  through  it*  accredited 
agents  at  the  Cape  1  I  think  we  are  en- 
titled to  know  that,  for  in  the  view  of 
many  the  carrying  out  of  such  a  plan  of 
campaign  would  indirectly  have  effected  the 
relief  of  Ladysmith  and  kimberley,  while 
it  would  also  have  carried  the  war  into 
the  enemy's  countiy.  Still,  apart  from 
these  limitations  regarding  tactics  and 
strategy,  there  are  various  other  subjects 
which  properly  come  within  the  piu"view 
of  the  debate.  There  are  the  questions 
of  administration  and  of  policy.  These 
are  a  little  difficult  to  disentangle  one 
from  the  other.  On  the  Government  side 
during  the  past  few  weeks  there  have  un- 
doubtedly appeared  to  be  two  distinct 
tendencies  of  opinion — one  which  looked 
upon  the  war  as  inevitable,  and  the  other 
which  considered  that  it  might  have  been 
avoided.  Those  who  looked  upon  the 
war  as  having  been  inevitable  were  in- 
clined to  put  the  whole  bl^e  on  the 
administration  of  it,  and  that  subject  is  of 
course  not  excluded  from  the  present  de- 
bate ;  while  those  who  did  not  hold  that  it 
was  inevitable  preferred  to  think  that  the 
policy  was  to  blame.  A  similar  difference 
of  opinion  presented  itself  in  the  course 
of  the  debate  last  night.  On  the  ques- 
tion of  policy  there  are  two  points  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  House  should 
be  directed,  the  policy  put  forward  by 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  and  the  policy  put 
forward  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  in 
1896,  with  regard  to  the  separate  treat- 
ment of  the  Rand.  We  should  like  to 
know  why  the  proposals  put  forward  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  were  allowed  to  m 
dropped  after  the  small  rebuff  he  received 
and  were  not  brought  forward  in 
another  form.  I  venture  to  think 
that  the  main  object  the  Government 
should  have  in  view,  having  regard  to 
the  unsettled  condition  of  things  in 
South  Africa  and  apart  from  the  war 
being  inevitable  or  not,  should  be  to 
make  such  an  impression  on  the  public 
opinion  of  Europe  as  to  render  that 
opinion  not  hostile,  as  it  is  now,  but 
favourable  to  us.  Now  the  only  way  to 
have  done  that  would  have  been  to  act  in 
strict  accordance  with  international  law, 
and  you  would  have  done  that  if  you  had 
based  your  case  cm  any  distinct  or  roecific 
violation  of  the  Ck>nvention  of  1684 
or  the  special  rules  of  international  law. 
But  another  question  that  was  raised  by 
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Sir  Alfred  Milner  was  the  question  of  the 
fnmchise.    That  was  a  perfectly  praise- 
worthy effort,  but  surely  it  was  one  for 
friendly  arrangement  and  not  (»ie  which 
should  have  been  a  cams  helH  in  the  last 
resort.    If  you  base  your  case  on  interna- 
tional law  you  must  do  it  within  strict 
limits.    Any  violation  of  the  Convention 
of  1884  would  have  given  the  Govern- 
ment not  only  reasonable  excuses  for, 
but  a  just  right  of  intervention,  and  if 
there  were  particular  wrongs  under  which 
British  subjects  were  labouring  they  were 
not  only  a  fair  matter  for  diplomatic  repre- 
sentataons,  but  might  in  the  last  resort  have 
furnished  a  valid  reason  for  action  of  a 
more  serious  character.    But  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Government  have  injured 
the  British  case  in  the  eyes  of  Europe  by 
not  taking  the  strongest  line  upon  which 
they  can  base  their  claim.     As  it  is 
they  have  not  done  justice  to  their  case, 
])ecause  instead  of  basing  their  claim  on 
what  was  covered  by  policy  No.  2  they 
attracted  tite  concentrated  attention  of 
the  public  throughout  the  world  on  the 
particular  points  of  policy  No.  1,  and  that 
18  where  the  British  case  was  weakest 
fnnn  the  point  of  view  of  international 
law.    We  know  now  why  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  did  not  persevere 
with  the  policy  which  he  had  adopted. 
He   met   with   some    rebuff  not  only 
at  the  hands  of  the  Bo€r  Government, 
but  also  at  the  hands  of  the  Uitlanders 
who  were  not  satisfied.    But  although 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
is  a  man  of  great  versatility,  and  in  1899 
pressed  for  the  franchise  in  one  form  or 
another,  he  failed  to  press  for  the  earlier 
proposal   in    different    forma   and  at 
different  stages.    Whether  the  proposal 
for   Home   Rule   in   the   Rand  was 
really  satisfactory,  and  why  the  Colonial 
Secretary  did  not  bring  his  prosposals 
forward  in  another  form,  does  not  much 
matter  now ;  but  I  think  anyone  can  see 
for  himself  that  a  proposal  for  a  long 
lease  of  the  Rand  would  have  afford^ 
a  very  fair  basis  for  discussion,  both  in 
1896  and  in  the  years  that  followed ; 
and  there  would  have  been  a  good  deal 
to  be  said  not  only  from  our  own  point 
of  view,  but  also  from  the  point  of  view 
of  the  Uitlanders  and  the  Boers.  There 
were  the  two  populations,  the  mining 
population  and  the  pastoral  population, 
to  be  considered.  You  would  have  created 
a  more  favourable  condition  of  things, 
and  by  claiming  that  status  for  them  you 
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wouJd>  have  put  them  in  a  less  anoinaiou» 
position.    A  man  cannot  be  a  c(»ifiistent 
dtizea  of  two  nationalities.    A  citizen, 
of  the  Transvaal  would  cease  to  be 
a  British  citizen.     If,  on  the  other 
hand,  instead  of  creating  that  anomalous 
position    you    had    effected   a  long 
lease   <rf   the   Rand,    the  Uitlanders 
would  have  still  retained  their  status  as 
British  citizens,  and  at  the  same  time 
many  of  these  difficulties  would  havo  been 
surmounted.  Again  there  is  that  question 
of  the  policy  of  whitewashing  the  authors- 
of  the  raid  and  the  suspicions  it  aroused 
in  the  mind  of  the  Boers.    It  seems  to  me, 
however,  that  the  main  fault  of  the  policy 
lay  first  of  all  in  1896,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing years,  when  you  did  not  press  home 
the  separate  treatment  of  the  Band; 
and  in  the  second  place  that  in  1899  you 
concentrated  public  attention  on  the  least 
important  point.    I  pass  now  for  a  few 
moments  from  the  question  of  policy 
to  the  question  of  administration.  With 
regai'd  to  administration,  assuming  that 
j  the  war  was  ineWtable,  probable,  or  even 
possible,  it  was  cleariy  within  the  com- 
petence, and  was  part  of  the  duty  <rf 
the  (Government  to  use  every  means  in 
their  power  to  obtain  the  most  aonirate 
information.    Upon  this  point  there  was 
a  divergence  of  opinion  between  what  was 
said  last  night  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man in  this  House  and  what  was  said  by 
Lord  Salisbury.    The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  asserted  that  the  Intelligence 
Department  was  not  to  blame. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  With  regaitl  to 
guns  and  men,  we  have  not  full  informa- 
tion now,  and  shall  not  have  until  the 
war  is  concluded.  But  nothing  has  oc- 
curred which  convinces  me  that  the  iB* 
formation  given  by  the  Intelligence 
Department  on  the  subject  of  the  guns 
was  erroneous. 

*Mlu  STEVENSON  :  Then  there  rauBt 
have  been  a  long  interval  in  the  dispatch 
of  such  information  and  its  reaching  the 
Government,  or  there  must  have  been 
some  leakage  on  the  way.  Lord  Salisbnir 
took  quite  a  different  line  last  night.  If 
the  Intelligence  Department  furnished 
the  information,  how  is  it  tluit  it  was  not 
within  the  cognizance  of  the  Calnnet 
itself?  Lord  ^disburr  did  not  give  thii 
fiUl  credit  to  the  Intelii^nce  Department 
which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gives. 
He  complains  of  the  secret  service  md 
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one  case  it  appears  that  if  the  latelligence 
Department  communicated  the  infor- 
mation to  the  Cabinet,  in  which  case  it 
does  not  appear  to  hare  reached  them,  it 
was  not  acted  upon  In  the  other  case 
there  seems  to  be  something  wrong  with 
the  machinery,  and  if  that  be  so  it 
ought  to  be  rectified  at  once.  I  think 
it  was  said  last  night  by  a  speaker 
whom  I  am  not  allowed  to  name  that 
"  you  cannot  see  through  a  Inick  wall." 
Yet  we  can  see  through  a  brick  wall  if 
there  is  a  chink  in  it,  and  in  this  case 
there  is  a  chink  in  it,  because  there  is  the 
secret  service  and  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment. I  can  imagine  the  speaker  in 
question  saying,  in  the  words  of^Pyramus, 

"  O  wiokeil  wall,  throDsh  whom  I  see  no  bliss, 
CatBt  be  t^y  Htoneii  for  thas  deceiviI^;  me." 

But  I  am  sure  the  people  oE  this 
country  will  not  be  satisfied  with  excuses 
of  that  kind ;  they  will  desire  that  a  full 
inquiry  should  be  made  either  into  the 
lack  of  efficiency  on  the  part  of  the 
Intelligence  Department  or,  what  is 
perhaps  more  important,  as  to  why  it  was 
that  the  information  obtained  by  that 
department  did  not  reach  the  Cabinet,  or 
if  it  reached  the  Cabinet  why  it  was  not 
acted  upon  in  proper  time.  Let  me 
say  one  or  two  words  more  with  regard 
to  the  question  of  administration.  "Ad- 
ministration during  the  years  that  pre- 
ceded the  war  "  means  not  only  military 
preparations,  but  also  diplomatic  prepara- 
tions. I  have  already  said  a  few  words 
with  r^ard  to  the  possible  diplomatic 
preparations,  which  might  have  consisted 
in  educating  public  opinion  in  £urope 
upon  this  question.  But  there  are  other 
questions  which  must  be  raised  in  this 
connection.  For  instance,  we  know  there 
was  an  agreement  with  Grermany  the 
exact  nature  of  which  has  not  yet  been 
made  fully  public  We  know,  however, 
that  in  that  agreement  there  were  some 
very  important  concessions  made  to 
Germany  by  England.  Surely  the  House 
is  entitled  to  know  whether  we  got  in 
i«tum  adequate  vdue  for  these  con- 
cessions, and  why  it  is  that  under 
the  circumstances  of  that  agreement  it 
has  still  been  open  for  the  very  un- 
fortunate incidents  to  occur  which 
have  occurred  in  South  Africa.  It  will 
certainly  occur  to  the  *'  man  in  the  street " 
— although  it  is  not  a  point  which  I  am 
inclined  to  labour — to  ask  why  it  is  that 
daring  all  these  years  the  question  of 


mparently  threw  some  Mame  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,'  because, 
apparently,  there  was  not  enough  money 
for  secret  service.  He  said  that  if  Parlia- 
ment would  grant  sufficient  money  for 
secret  service,  that  secret  service  would 
be  efficient.  Now,  I  say,  that  if  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  had  come 
down  to  the  House  and  asked  for  an 
additi(Hial  sum  for  secret  service  the 
House  would  have  gladly,  aye,  enthusiasti- 
cally  voted  it. 

Thr  chancellor  op  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
Bristol,  W.)  :  It  would  not  be  for  me  to 
make  any  such  proposal  except  at  the 
instance  of  the  Cabinet. 

*\lR.  STE7ENS0N  :  It  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  game  of  battledore  and  shuttlecock. 
Lord  Salisbcuy  attributed  the  deficiency 
to  the  secret  service  fund  

•Mb.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
htm.  Member  is  now  discussing  a  debate 
in  the  House  of  Lords  in  the  present 
session,  and  that  he  cannot  da 

•Mr.  STEVENSON :  Then  I  will  con- 
fine myself  to  the  Leader  of  the  House 
and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer; 
and  with  reference  to  the  remark  made 
jost  now  by  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
cheqtier,  it  seems  to  me  the  blame  attaches 
to  the  Cabinet.  If  the  secret  service 
was  insuffidently  provided  with  funds, 
and  if  he  had  to  ask  the  Cabinet  for  more 
money  to  make  the  secret  service  efficient, 
surely  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
means  that  it  was  the  GU>vemment  who 
ought  to  deal  with  the  matter.  If  that 
be  so  it  becomes  a  point  between  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Cabinet  as  a  whole.  Perhaps  the 
point  in  itself,  as  a  personal  one,  is  not  of 
much  importance  ;  but  from  a  national 
point  of  view  it  is  important  that  the 
country  should  feel  that  when  exigencies 
of  this  kind  arise  there  should  be  no' 
qaestion  whether  this  or  that  Minister 
is  responsible  for  the  due  discharge  of 
what  is  obviously  a  national  duty, 
but  that  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole  should 
take  upon  itself  the  responsibility  of 
seeing  that  the  safety  of  the  Empire  was 
not  impaired.  I  will  not  mention  Lord 
Salisbury's  utterance  f^n.  Sir,  under 
your  rului|^ ;  but  ^e  drnloraice  between 
the  two  poutts  of  view  is  important.  In 
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Delagoa  Bay  has  been  allowed  to  go  on 
without  any  definite  attempt  being  made 
to  arrive  at  a  proper  solution  of  the 
question.  I  feel,  therefore,  that  the 
question  of  policy  and  the  question  of 
administration  each  come  within  the  pur- 
view of  this  Amendment.  If  ever  there 
were  grounds  urged  in  support  of  an 
Amendment  showing  most  clearly  that 
there  has  been  a  lack  of  foresight^  fore- 
thought^  and  knowledge,  it  is  inthis  parti- 
cular case.  At  the  same  time  the  House 
will  echo  and  re^ho  the  words  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  that  we  must  see  this  thing 
through,  and,  beyond  all,  that  the  Imperial 
authority  must  be  supreme  inSouth  Africa. 
I  must  refer  to  the  little  duel  which 
took  place  across  the  table  yesterday, 
when  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Leader  of  the  House  challenged  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  upon  this  point.  The  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  had  spoken  of  the 
necessity  of  preserving  the  integrity  of 
the  British  dominions  in  South  Africa,  and 
of  bringing  this  war  to  a  successful  issue. 
He  had  also  said  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  Imperial  authority  be  supreme 
in  South  Africa.  Yet  in  tho  face  of  that 
threefold  declaration  the  Leader  of  the 
House  resorted  to  the  old  and  very 
familiar  device  of  attempting  to  ascribe 
to  another  controversalist  opinions 
which  that  controversaUst  has  not  held, 
but  which  had  been  expressed  incident- 
ally in  the  course  of  the  conversation. 
The  object  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
was  perfectly  clear.  His  object  was 
to  divert  attention  from  his  own  lack  of 
declaration  and  from  the  silence  which 
he  had  pursued  with  regard  to  this  very 
important  subject.  As  far  as  I  can  recol- 
lect, looking  back  upon  the  speeches  of 
the  last  few  weeks,  the  only  really 
significant  declaration  that  has  been 
made  as  to  the  conclusion  of  the 
war  has  been  that  by  the  Prime  Minis- 
ter in  the  speech  which  ^ve  rise  to 
some  eoirespoudence,  and  m  which  he 
said :  "  We  seek  no  goldfieMs :  we  seek 
no  territories."  That  was  a  negative  and 
not  a  positive  declaration,  and  .  the 
country  as  a  whole  is  still  absolutely  at 
a  loss  to  know  what  is  the  minimum  with 
which  the  Grovemment  will  be  satisfied 
at  the  close  of  the  war. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  I  woukl  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Member  that  the  questim 
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of  upon  what  terms  the  war  shooM  be 
concluded  does  not  arise  on  this  Amend- 
ment ;  the  Amendment  does  not  deal  with 
anything  of  that  kind. 

»Mr.  STEVENSON :  I  was  referring  to 
the  debate  which  had  taken  plaoe 
yesterday  before  this  Amendment  was 

moved  

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  speeches  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Leaders  of  the 
House  and  of  the  Opposition  were  made 
upon  the  main  question,  uid  befcffe  the 
Amendment  had  been  proiKwed  to  tlie 
House. 

♦Mr.  STEVENSON:  WeU,  Sir,  I 
will  not  pursue  that  subject  any  further. 
I  will  simply  point  out  that  during 
the  past  few  months  there  has  been  no 
defimte  or  adequate  declaration  of  policy 
on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, and  that  this  House  and  the 
country  are  entitled  to  have  such  a 
declaration.  I  trust  that,  if  not  in  the 
course  of  the  debate  on  this  Amendment, 
at  all  events  during  the  next  few  days, 
an  opportunity  will  be  afforded  for  a 
declaration  of  that  character.  In  the 
meantime  the  Grovemment  may  be 
assured  that,  certainly  as  far  as  the  spirit 
of  the  country  is  concerned,  and  as  far  as 
the  spirit  of  this  House  as  a  whole  is  con- 
cerned, there  will  be  no  hesitation  what- 
ever in  giving  to  the  conduct  oi  the  cam- 
pfugn  that  amount  of  support  which 
may  be  thought  necessary.  We  are  all 
anxious  that  this  war  should  be  brought 
to  a  conclusion,  and  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion ;  at  the  same  time  we  cannot  but 
deeply  regret  and  deplore  the  errors  and 
viicillation  of  the  last  few  years,  and 
especially  the  tone  and  spirit  in  which 
the  criticisms  have  been  met,  while  we 
most  deeply  deplore  that  no  adequate 
guarantee  has  been  given  that  those 
errora  and  that  vacillation  will  not  be 
allowed  to  continue. 

♦Colonel  MILWARD  (Warwickshire, 
Stratford-on-Avon)  :  I  am  sure  we  shall  all 
agree  in  uttering  a  word  of  deep  sympathy 
with  those  who  suffer  from  this  war,  and 
especially  with  those  ladies  whoee  hus- 
bands and  those  fathers  whose  sons  are 
shut  up  in  Ladysmitfa.  There  is  no 
one  for  whom  greater  sympathy  is  felt 
than  the  noble  and  tender-hearted  Lady 
who  rules  these  realms,  and  no  sorrow 
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which  is  greater  than  that  in  which  we 
sympathise  with  her,  that  she  should  have 
lost  so  many  of  her  gallant  subjects,  and 
that  the  closing  years  of  her  reign  should 
be  marred  by  this  war.  I  will  now  pro- 
ceed with  the  Amendment  before  the 
House.  I  am  reminded  of  the  words 
spoken  yesterday  by  a  very  well-known 
aad  witty  Member  who  sits  on  the  other 
aide  of  the  House;  he  said  that  the 
Amendment  was  to  be  so  drawn 
that  they  could  alt  vote  for  it,  and 
therefore  there  would  have  to  be  i 
very  little  in  it.  I  complain  of  just 
the  contrary — that  there  is  a  very  great 
deal  in  it.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  an 
Amendment  by  compartments.  I  do  not 
think  any  of  the  Opposition  accept  the 
whole  of  the  Amendment.  Some  accept 
one  part  and  some  accept  another.  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Oj^osition 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment  as  a  whole,  whether  he  is 
prepared  to  blame  the  Government  for  i 
not  having  made  greater  preparations  for 
the  war  1  I  can  only  say  that  if  there 
was  one  person  more  than  another  who 
stayed  the  hand  of  the  Government  in 
preparing  for  the  war,  it  was  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  repeated  yesterday  the  words 
he  had  spoken  and  whach  he  had 
reiterated  during  the  most  crucitd  months 
of  the  n^otiations.  On  the  19th  June 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  jsaid — 

"  I  »ay  that  I  can  see  nothing  in  what  has 
occurred  to  jiutify  either  warlike  action  or 
military  preparation." 

Not  content  with  that,  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  in  the  City  on  the  30th  June 
said  he  had  been  very  much  misrepre- 
aented  in  the  newspapers,  that  th^  had 
blished  only  garbled  accounts  of  what 
had  said,  and  he  therefore  repeated 
<moe  more  and  in  exactly  the  same  words 
that  there  was  nothing  whatever  to  justify 
military  preparation. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs):  That  there  was  "nothing 
in  what  had  occurred,"  not  that  there  was 
*'  nothing  on  the  face  of  the  earth."  I  was 
^leaking  of  the  negotiations,  of  the  whole 
oouFBe  of  the  story  with  which  we  are 
dealing.  That  is  what  I  repeated  last 
nwht,  that,  there  was  nothing  in  the 
whicJe  story  (rf  the  Gontroversy  about  the 
irai^iise  am  the  XTitlanduv  grievances 


in  which  any  ingenuity  of  man  could  find 
a  sufficient  casus  belli.  That  is  what  I 
said,  and  that  is  what  I  repeat. 

*CoLONEL  MILWABD :  It  was  not  the 
casus  belli^  but  the  preparation  for  the  war 
to  which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
referred.  A  month  later,  on  the  28th 
July,  he  said — 

"  Ab  to  war  itself,  a  direct  preparation  for 
hostilities,  [  most  only  repeat  here  what  I 
have  aaid  elsewhere,  that  from  the  I>egiQniii^  of 
I  this  story  to  the  end  of  it  I  can  see  notbinu 
whatever  which  famishes  a  case  for  amieil 
intervention,  and  least  of  all  during  the  recent 
days  or  weeks  when  we  are  evidently  approach- 
ing, if  circoiustances  continue  favourable,  a 
solution  of  tlie  qnestioD." 

What  I  say  is  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  holds  a  most  important  and  a 
most  influential  position  in  the  country — 
and  while  I  have  the  greatest  respect  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  personally,  I 
have  an  even  greater  respect  for  the 
I  position  which  he  holds — a  position  in  the 
House  of  Conmions  second  only  to  that 
of  the  Leader  of  the  House — by  his 
great  influence  and  the  influence 
of  the  party  behind  him,  stayed  the 
hands  of  the  Government  by  saying  again 
and  again  that  there  was  no  case  even  for 
preparation  for  war.  There  are  other 
Members  on  that  side  of  the  House 
who  have  spoken  in  similar  terms. 
I  should  like  to  refer  especially  to 
the  hon.  Member  for  Leigh,  in 
Lancashire.  He  is  well  known  to  be 
the  editor  of  one  of  the  most  influential 
newspapers  in  the  North  of  England,  and 
he  is  a  gentleman  who  must  have  the  very 
best  information  about  every  subject 
upon  which  he  speaks.  He  has  spoken 
here  as  the  exponent — I  do  not  cast  any 
reflection  on  his  patriotism,  but  I  may 
say  he  has  spoken  for  the  Boers,  and  he 
has  spoken  as  one  having  the  most 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  Boers.  He 
says — 

"  It  makes  me  blush  with  shame  when  I  see 
a  great  historic  party  like  that  oppoaite  capable 
of  the  despicable  meanness  of  seeking  on  such 

§ rounds  to  go  to  war  against  a  poor  little 
tate  containing  30,000  farmers.  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  people  of  this  country,  when 
once  this  matter  baa  been  fairiy  placed  before 
them,  will  tolerate  the  oppression  of  a  little 
State  of  this  kind,  which  we  hold  in  the 
hollow  of  our  hand,  for  any  reason  such  af«  lias 
been  assigned  in  the  course  of  this  debate." 

I  say  that  this  tended  to  paralyse  the 
Government  in  theii  preparation  for  the 

SecMd  Day.  • 
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war.    Here  was  a  gentleman  who  perhaps  j 
knew  more  about  the  matter  than  any  i 
other  gentleman  in  the  House,  and  he 
speaks  of  the  Transvaal  as  '*  a  Uttle  State 

containing  30,000  farmers  

which  we  hold  in  the  hollow  of  our  hand." 
Events  have  proved  that  we  did  not  hold 
them  in  the  hoUow  of  our  hand  at  all. 
What  were  the  preparations  made  ?  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on 
the  2l8t  October  said  that  against  the 
"Uttle  State  of  30,000  fanners^'  we  had 
already  sent  25,000  regulars  from  this 
country,  and  there  was  a  further  despatch 
of  48,000  men,  making  73,000  regulars 
against  30,000  poor  farmers.     I  think  it 
can  scarcely  be  said  after  this  that  an 
Amendment  which  states  that  the  Govern- 
ment made  no  preparation  is  an  Amend- 
ment which  can  hold  water.    Outside  this 
House  the  question  which  has  been  most 
debated  is  the  question  of  the  guns,  and 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  upon  that 
subject.    There  exi'sts  in  this  House  a 
Committee  drawn  from  both  sides  of  the  j 
House,  called  the  "  Committee  of  Service  | 
Members  " ;  and  that  Committee  has  the 
great   advantage    of    having   for   its  j 
advisers  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  ' 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  and  | 
the  hon.   Member  for   West   Belfast,  j 
I  think  it  will  be  admitted  that  nobody  > 
knows  more  of  foreign  arms  than  those 
two  Members.   The  question  brought  up 
by  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean 
has  not  been  that  wbich  is  now  exciting 
the  public  mind,  but  the  question  of  quick- 
firing  guns. 

*SmCHAHLESDILKE(Gloucoster8hire, 
Forest  of  Dean) :  And  of  the  numbei-  of 

guns. 


*Corx)NEL  MILWAKD :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  in  1898  that  France 
had  had  quick-firing  guns  for  eight  or 
nine  years ;  but  I  pass  by  this  view  of 
the  question,  as  we  are  only  Fesponsible 
for  three  of  those  years.  I  admit 
that  the  subject  of  quick-firing  guns  has 
been  raised,  and  that  the  War  Office  may 
probably  have  beon  to  blame  for  not  hav- 
mg  pushed  forward  more  rapidly  this 
question.  With  reference  to  guns  there 
appears  to  be  not  more  than  five  advan- 
tages which  you  can  derive  from  artillery. 
The  first  is  range :  the  second,  mobility ; 
thethird,the  ammunition  used;  the  fourth, 
the  handling  of  the  guns ;  arid  the  fifth, 
quickness  m  firing.  In  the  whole  of 

Colontil  MUward. 


discussion  which  has  taken  place  with  re- 
gard to  the  range  jt  has  been  contended  tiux 
the  Transvaal  have  guns  of  greater  ran^ 
but  I  submit  that  it  is  only  on  that  pomt 
that  their  guns  are  better  than  oura. 
With  reference  to  mobility  it  is  true  the 
Boers  move  their  guns  to  the  top  of  kopjes 
where  they  remain,  but  we  can  move  om^ 
guns  from  place  to  place.     Again  it 
has   never   been   disputed   that  oar 
lyddite  ammunition  has  given  us  the 
greatest  advantage  over  the  Boers,  and 
we  have  been  told  over  and  over  again 
that  our  guns  have  silenced  the  Boer 
guns.    Admitting  that  the  Boers  have 
the  advantage  of  range,  quickness  of  firing 
is  equal  on  both  sides,  and  we  have  the 
advantage  in  mobility,  in  ammunition,  and 
also  in  the  handling  of  the  guns.  So  that 
the  accusation  of  want  of  {reparation  for 
war  as  &r  as  the  guns  are  ctmcenied  is  not 
sustained.    Quickness  of  firing  depends 
on   the   machinery  and   apparatus  to 
bring   the   gun   back  to   the  original 
position  from  which  it  was  fired,  and 
when  I  went  down  last  year  to  Wool- 
wich with  a  party  of  Members  organised 
by  the  Member  for  West  Belfast,  to  see 
these  quick-firing  guns,  those  who  saw 
them  admired    them   very  much  and 
returned  satisfied.    I  am  perfectly  wilUng 
to  admit  that  an  inquiry  should  he  made 
and  that  there  are  things  which  require 
remedying  in  lAie  War  Office.   The  most 
serious  tmng  I  think  is  the  system  (A 
promotion  among  oflScers,  which  is  sup- 
posed to  depend  upon  seniority  temperea 
with    competency,    but   it  is,    1  am 
afraid,    very     often    tempered  with 
private     influence.     I    am  perfectly 
certain  that  men  have  to  retire  who  are 
perfectly  competent,  and  that  others  who 
are  not  competent  are  advanced.  Thatis 
one  of  the  points  upon  which  I  lay  stress 
which  should  be  considered  in  regard  to 
our  Army.   May  I  now  turn  for  a 
!  moment  to  the  other  part  of  the  Amend- 
'  ment  now  before  the  House  with  reference 
I  to  the  negotiations  preceding  die  war  1  I 
wish  to  say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned, 
!  my  opinion  is  that  this  war  was  inevitable 
'  from  the  first.    There  has  been  growing 
!  up  for  the  last  twenty  years  antagonism 
!  between  the  Boers  and  the  Uitlanders, 
1  and  it  was  inevitable  that  war  most 
1  sooner  or  later  take  place.    The  war 
between  Fnuice  and  Qermany  was  the 
result  of  antagcHiism  which  had  been 
growing  up  year  by  year,  and  the  war  in 
South  Africa  is  in  exactly  the  nme 
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position.  In  the  debate  upon  the  negotia- 
tions on  the  28th  of  July  last  a  vote  of 
censure  was  moved  upon  the  Colonial 
Office  Eistimate^  but  it  was  never  pat, 
because  Uie  House  was  then  satisfied  with 
the  explanation  given  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  who  proposed  that  there 
should  be  a  joint  oommission  of 
inqmrv  as  to  the  franchise.  I  have 
carefully  read  all  the  despatches,  and  I 
ask  every  other  Member  of  the  House  to 
rea<l  them  very  carefully,  and  if  they 
do  they  will  see  that  the  Boers 
accepted  nothing  after  that  date,  and 
everything  we  proposed  they  met  by 
counter  propositions  which  made  it  per- 
frctly  eWdent  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
accept  anjrthing,  and  that  they  had  made 

up  their  minds  that  we  should  have  war. 

If  the  Boers  were  goin^  to  invade  Englaad 

and  they  had  possession  of  the  Channel 

IsUnds,  do  you  think  that  we  should 

wait  until  they  had  landed  70,000  men  in 

those  islands  before  we  declared  war  ? 

It  is  clear  that  the  Boers  had  made  up 

their  minds  that  there  would  be  war, 

and  they  chose  their  own  time.  Then 

there  is  the  opinion  of  the  Coloniils 

upon  this  subject.    We  have  to  consider 

not  only  the  feelings  of  this  country,  but 

we  must  also  look  to  the  feelings  of  those 

Colonials  who  are  face  to  face  with  the 

Boers.     I  should  like  to  read  to  the 

House  an  extract  from  a  letter  which  I 

received  in  July  last,  from  Natal    It  is 

as  follows — 


"  Theee  last  few  dayrt  the  whole  of  British 
South  Africa  has  lieeii  on  the  verge  of  reltellion 
against  the  Britii^h  (ioremmeot  on  account  of 
ft  statement  in  The  Tima  that  it  had  been 
dadded  1^-  the  Britisli  Government  to  accept 
Knuei's  Keven  yean  francliise  proposal  aa  a 
aettleiuenl.  If  the  (ioi'eraiumt  shall  accept 
any  fonn  of  oomproniiae  which  does  not  carry 
into  effect  the  irreducible  minimum  of  MUner^B 
Bloemfont^  proposal,  they  muHt  lo(«e  all  sap- 
pOTt  in  South  Africa,  and  ever>*  Britisher  m 
the  oonntry  would  foreswear  alle^^nce  to 
Britain.  People  at  home  cannot  Krti»\t  the 
depth  of  feeling  in  this  coontry.  If  Britain 
does  not  this  tune  obtain  for  w  jxunt  ri^bt^, 
flqnal  ligbUt,  in  the  TransTaal,  she  loaea  the 
wympathy  of  every  man  here.  We  would 
ntber  a  thousand  times  see  war,  even  those 
who  have  much  to  lose,  than  any  nngoaranteed 
reforms  witbont  ahwlutelr  equal  nghb*.  We 
want  the  frandiixe  in  tne  Transvaal.  We 
want  rediBtribation  and  a  certain  control  over 
the  finances  of  the  conntrj-,  hut  above  all  we 
want  the  right  to  carry  anus  and  to  expresi 
oar  opinions  with  freedom.  No  settlement 
which  does  not  include  theee,  and  the  dismant- 
Uog  of  the  JtrfiannesbuK  fort  at  least,  can  lie 
cmuodered  a  true  settlenient.  For  my  own 
part  I  believe  that  if  wd  do  not  fight  now  we 


are  only  postponing  the  ine\'itable  by_  two  or 
three  years,  and  the  inevitable  when  it  comes- 
will  be  far  more  serious  than  it  would  lie  now, 
for  it  will  mean  a  racial  war  throuKhont  Soutl'i 
Africa.  Cliamberlain  we  trust,  and  Milner  we 
doubly  trust,  but  there  are,  f  fear,  other  influ- 
ences and  other  counsels  at  work  that  may 
outweigh  Chamberlain's  and  fttilner's." 

The  House  will  recognise  the  fact  that 
these  Colonials  are  men  who  are  bound 
to  us  in  every  tie  of  race  and  friendshi)), 
and  they  entertain  a  very  strong  feeling 
with  regard  to  this  war.  I  ask  myself 
what  the  Opposition  hope  to  gain  by  the 
Amendment  now  before  the  Hoirae  ?  Do 
they  hope  to  unite  themselves  and  to  turn 
out  the  Government  ?  We  must  remem- 
ber tiiat  this  is  practically  a  rote  of 
censure,  and  if  it  were  largely  supported 
on  this  side  of  the  House  it  wouM  turn 
out  the  Qovemment.  I  do  not  think 
that  the  Opposition  hope  to  unite  them- 
selves upon  this  Amendment.  There  are 
some  who  will  vote  for  it  on  one  particu- " 
lar  ground  and  some  on  another  ground. 
The  Member  for  South  Shields,  who  made 
one  of  the  best  defences  of  the  (lovem- 
ment  I  have  yet  heard,  will  only  vote  for 
this  Amendment  on  one  ground.  In 
view  of  these  feelings  one  can  scarcely 
imagine  that  the  ijoiendment  wilt  be 
earned,  but  I  fear  no  appeal  from  hon. 
Members  on  our  side  would  be  of  any 
weight  with  gentlemen  opposite.  What  we 
wish  to  have  from  the  (^position  is  criti- 
cism which  will  stiffen  rather  than  weaken 
the  Government.  We  have  before  us  now 
one  of  the  gravest  crises  of  modem  his- 
tory. It  is  said  that  every  cloud  has  a 
silver  lining,  and  I  am  sure  that  everyone, 
whether  he  sits  on  that  side  of  the  House 
or  on  this,  wishes  to  strengthen  the 
(Government,  in  order  that  we  may  put 
our  whole  force  and  strength  into  this 
war,  so  that  there  will  be  no  drawing 
back  until  we  have  established  what  after 
all  is  our  ^reat  aim,  and  that  is  that  peace 
should  reign  over  the  whde  of  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  (Tower 
Hamlets,  Poplar)  :  The  accusation  against 
the  Government  contained  in  this  Amend- 
ment is  that  of  want  of  judgment 
and  foresight,  which  has  not  only 
resulted  in  war  but  has  placed  the 
country  in  the  military  position  it  unfor^ 
tunately  occupies  at  the  present  moment. 
In  my  opinion  it  is  rather  difficult  ior 
the  supporters  of  the  Govemmoit  to  re- 
sist tbs  Amendment  in  the  form  in  which 
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it  is  drawn,  because  the  Leader  of  the 
House  practically  admitted  that  the 
Government  had  had  insufficient  know- 
led|^  (A  the  situation,  and  had  under- 
estimated  the  strength  of  the  forces  with 
which  the  country  has  now  to  contend. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  admitted  also 
that  the  Government  had  shown  some 
lack  of  foresight,  because  he  himself 
admitted  that  it  was  a  surprise  to  him 
that  the  Orange  Free  State  had  joined 
the  Boers  in  warfare.  I  will  endeavour 
to  show  that  the  Government  were  also 
wanting  in  judgment,  but  first  of  all  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  if  this  vote  of 
censure  had  not  been  moved  before  it 
would  be  our  ^xity  to  move  it  now  after 
the  speeches  delivered  yesterday  iu  this 
House  fmd  in  another  place.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  speak  with  two  voices. 
That  is  of  little  moment  where  the  Oppo- 
sition is  concerned ;  but  it  is  a  very  serious 
matter  indeed  when  the  Leader  of  the 
House  here,  and  the  Prime  Minister  in 
another  place,  speak  with  two  voices 
on  such  an  important  matter  as  the 
military  preparations  of  the  Boers, 
■and  I  think  those  two  speeches  would  in 
themselves  be  a  perfect  justification  of 
the  course  we  have  taken  in  moving  the 
vote  of  censure.  I  think  the  speech  of 
the  Prime  Minister  must  have  come  as  a 
rude  shock  to  Members  of  this  House 
who  had  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defence,  the  Prime  Minister  is 
another  member,  and  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  a  third.  We  heard  in 
ihis  House  yesterday  that  the  Intelli- 

fence  Department  and  the  War  Office 
new  every  single  thing  with  regard  to 
the  Boer  forces  and  armaments,  except  as 
regards  the  actual  number  likely  to  go 
into  the  field,  which  was  naturally  uncer- 
tain and  impossible  to  estimate.  That  was 
the  statement  made  in  this  House,  whereas 
in  another  place  the  Prime  Minister 
practically  stated  that  it  was  impossible 
for  the  Intelligence  Department  to  acquire 
this  knowledge,  because  the  Government 
had  not  at  their  disposal  a  sufficient 
amount  of  secret  service  money.  I  do 
not  know  who  is  right,  but  I  think  it  is 
an  extraordinary  position  that  two 
members  of  the  Defence  Committee  oS. 
the  Cabinet  should  have  ^ven  such 
diametricalhr  opposite  accounts  of  this 
matter,  f^irther,  the  Prime  Minister 
went  on  to  say  practically  in  so  many 
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words,  although  he  personally  exonerated 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  by  nune, 
that  the  disasters  which  occurred  were  due 
to  the  action  of  the  Treasury  in  hampering 
the  military  preparations. 

Sm  M.  HICKS-BEACH:  I  reaUy 
must  correct  the  hon.  Member.  Tlw 
Prime  Minister  never  made  any  such 
statement.  He  made  a  general  state- 
ment of  his  opinions  with  regard  to  the 
Treasury.  After  what  has  been  stated  in 
various  places,  and  after  the  interpretation 
which  might  be,  most  erroneously,  placed 
upon  that  statement,  it  is  necessary  for  me 
to  say,  I  think,  that  from  the  very 
b^inning  of  this  matter  neither  the 
Treasury  nor  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer have  in  any  way  stinted  any 
preparations  —  any  expenditure  which 
was  thought  necessary  by  the  Cabinet 
with  regard  to  this  war.  All  these  state- 
ments with  regard  to  myself  are  abso- 
lutely untrue. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON  :  I  am  very 
glad  indeed,  if  he  will  allow  me  to  say  so, 
that  I  have  drawn  that  remark  from  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer.  I,  for  one, 
never  believed  diese  scandalous  asser- 
tions and  insinuations  against  which  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  protested. 
What  I  was  pointing  out  to  the  House 
was  that  the  Prime  Minister  in  another 
place  did  say,  in  so  many  words,  that  the 
Treasury  had  the  power  of  the  purse. 
His  words,  in  describing  the  position  of 
the  Treasury,  were — 

"  It  is  the  power  of  the  parse ;  and  by 
exercising  the  power  of  the  pnise  it  dainu  a 
voice  in  all  decisiona  of  administrative 
aathority  and  policy.  I  thinlc  that  mach 
delay  and  many  doabtful  resolutions  bare 
been  the  reaalt  ot  the  peculiar  position  which, 
through  many  generations,  the  TreaBory  has 
occupied." 

He  was  speaking  at  the  moment  with 
regard  to  our  knowledge. 

♦Mr  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
will  not  be  in  order  if  he  proceeds  to 
discuss  a  debate  which  took  place  in  the 
other  House. 

Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  I  was  only 
endeavouring  to  show,  Mr.  Speaker,  thiut 
I  think  we  are  entitled  to  .blame  the 
Government,  and  to  move  a  vote  (rf 
censiire  on  them,  when  we  find 
them  speaking  in  .  different  voices  on 


{COMMONS} 


Digitized  by 


181      Address  in  Answer  to      {31  JANUARY  1900}        the  Queen's  Speech.  18? 


these  matters.    I  think  also  we  are  en- 
titled to  more  this  rote  of  censure — 
diou^h  I  am  afraid  we  will  not  succeed  in 
carmng  it — because  in  this  workaday 
world  we  must  judge  a  Government  by 
results,  and  this  G^emment  have  ad- 
mitted that  exevj  calculation  they  made 
has  been  falsified  by  results.    They  can- 
not deny  that  their  professed  peace  policy 
has  resulted  in  war ;  they  cannot  deny 
that   the    result    of    their  professed 
policy  of  working  in  friendship  and 
accord  with  our  Dutch  fellow-citizens  is 
that  the  Cape  Chamber  is  hostile  to  us 
and  the  Orange  Free  State  is  ranged 
Mj&inst  us ;    and   they    cannot  deny 
tMt  the  inadequate  preparation  made 
by  them  for  the  war  Ims  led  to  the 
humiliating   position    in    which  this 
country  now  finds  itself — a  position  in 
which,  in  the  history  of  the  world,  it 
has  never  l»een  before,  namely,  having 
its  territory  occupied  for  nearly  four 
months    by    the   enemy.     The  worst 
of  it  is  that  all  these  evils  and  dan- 
gers were  anticipated  and  foreseen  and 
stated  in  this  House  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  primarily  responsible  for  them. 
He  foretold  the  result  and  denounced  the 
very  policy  which  the  Government  finally 
decided  to  enter  upon.    I  think  we  may 
fairly  say  that  in  moving  this  vote  of 
censure  we  have  no  desire  to  hamper  the 
Government  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
We  have  full  faith  and  the  utmost  confi- 
dence in  the  men  at  the  wheel,  but  the  men 
at  the  wheel  are  not  the  present  holders  of 
office,  but  Lord  Roberts  and  Sir  Redvers 
Boiler.     I  for  one  am  prepared  to  give 
every  possible  support  in  order  to  bring 
the  war  to  a  satisfactory  conclusion.  The 

S'  ;ht  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
ottse  last  night  endeavoiu«d,  I  think, 
to  phtce  the  Opposition  in  a  false  light 
with  regard  to  this  matter.  He  tried  to 
show  that  what  my  right  hon.  friend 
intended  in  his  spe^h  was  that  a  satisfac- 
tory conclusion  would  be  arrived  at  when 
the  enemy  were  driven  out  of  British 
territory,  but  speaking  for  myself,  and  I 
believe  also  for  nearly  every  hon. 
Member  on  this  side  of  the  House, 
I  go  further  than  that.  I  am  prepared 
to  support  the  conduct  of  the  war 
until  the  Boers  shall  sue  for  peace. 
I  do  not  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  it  may 
not  be  necessary  even  at  this  moment  to 
carry  our  forces  further  for  military 
reasons.  I  do  not  think,  however,  it  is 
advantageous  to  discuss  terms  of  settle- 


ment at  the  present  moment,  and  I  think 
it  was  a  pity  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man should  have  so  emphatically  ex- 
pressed his  views  as  to  what  the  final 
settlement  should  be,  because  it  is  not  as 
we  should  have  hoped,  and  it  may  tend 
to  hamper  the  conduct  of  the  war  by 
strengthening  the  backs  of  the  enemy 
against     suing    for    peace     at  all. 
The    right     hon.    Gentleman,    in  a 
somewhat  ill-advised  speech   which  he 
delivered    at    Manchester,    said  that 
there  was  one  advanta^  gained  by 
the  Government  not  having  approached 
Parliament  last  summer  for  a  vote  of 
credit  to  resist  Boer  invasion,  and  that 
was  that  they  had  obtained  unanimoua 
feeling  throughout  the  country  in  favour 
of  the  operations  now  in  progress.  I  think, 
however,  that  the  violent  terms  in  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  spoke  last  night 
regarding  the  final  settlement  will  deter 
some  hon.  Members  on  this  side  of  the 
House  from  giving  that  active  support 
to  the  Government  which  they  other- 
wise would.     It  is  not  fair  to  the 
Opposition  to  ask  them  to  commit  them- 
selves at  the  present  moment  to  any 
jHirticular  settlement  of  this  great  ques- 
tion.  AVlien  the  time  to  make  a  settle- 
ment  arrives  then  we  shall  be  able  to 
I  discuss    the    best   way  to   efibct  it, 
■  and  I,  therefore,  iregret  that  part  of  the 
I  speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  The 
1  Amendment  now  before  the  House  practi- 
I  cally  covers  the  whole  ground  of  the 
j  policy  of  the  Government  for  the  last  five 
,  years.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
last  night  that  if  we  were  going  to  criti- 
'  cise  that  policy  on  the  present  occasicm, 
'  we  ought  to  have  criticised  it  before  in 
I  detail  from  time   to  time  as  matters 
I  occurred.    We  had,  however,  very  good 
I  reason  for  not  doing  that,  because  we  be- 
I  lieved  that  step  by  step,  until  the  last 
ill-omened  step,  the  policy  of  the  Govem- 
.  ment  with  reference  to  South  Africa  and 
the  Transvaal  was  practically  the  same 
in  desire  and  intention  as  that  which 
actuated  their  predecessors.    The  policy 
1  of    the.   Colonial    Office   up    to  re- 
'  eently   had   always  been   to  maintain 
!  the  supremacy  of  British  rule  in  South 
Africa,  to  maintain  the  Convention  of 
London,  both  in  spirit  and  in  letter,  and 
I  as  far  as  possible,  by  friendly  negotiations, 
'  to  redreaa  the  grievances  from  which  the 
foreign  element  in  the  Transvaal  suffered. 
The  Colonial  Office  policy  had  been,  and 
we  believed  the  policy  of  the  present 
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GoA'ernment  also  was,  to  act  in  accord 
with  Dutch  feeling  at  the  Cape,  and 
as  far  as  possible  with  the  friendly  assis- 
tance of  the  progressive  Boers  in  tiie 
Transvaal  itself.    Certainly  there  was  a 
very  large  element  of  progressive  Boer 
feeung  in  the  TransTaal  as  well  as  a  lar^ 
clement  of  Afrikuider  feeling  outdde  it 
in  favour  of  redresung  the  ^evances 
of  the  Uitlanders,  and  of  gettmg  rid  of 
the  difficulties  between  the  Transvaal  aud 
the  British  Grovernment.   I  am  not  going 
to  deny  for  a  moment  that  the  South 
African  problem  had  not  been  very 
troublesome.    If  it  had  been  anticipated 
when  the  retrocession  of  the  Transvaal 
were  granted  that  the  country  would 
subsequently  become  of  such  importance, 
and  that  its  Government  would  not  give 
liberty  and  equality,  it  is  certain  that  the 
retrocession  would  never  have  taken  place. 
■But  it  is  very  easy  to  judge  after  the 
events  as  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  himself 
said  last  night.    I  am  boimd  to  say  that 
though  the  Transvaal  is  a  very  trouble- 
some   neighbour,   and  they   have  en- 
deavoured to  extend  their  borders,  and  to 
obtain  greater  freedom  or  independence,  I 
do  not  think  that  on  that  Account  we  can 
lilame  them.  They  have  their  Imperialists 
;ind  Expansionists  in  the  Transvaal  as  wu 
have  here,  and  wo  cannot  blame  them  for 
endeavouring  to  secure  greater  inde- 
pendence than  they  obtained  under  the 
Conventions.    But  the  policy  of  previous 
Oovemments  had  been  to  check  and 
-restrain  this  evolution  on  the  part  of  the 
Transvaal,  and  up  to  the  last  few  years 
that  policy  has  Ijeen  successful,  while  at 
the  same  time  retaining  friendly  relations 
with  the  Republic.    That  was  the  policy 
of  1895  and  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  who  up  to 
ithat  date  had  showed  himself  a  great 
South  African  statesman.   His  policy  had 
been  to  bind  the  Dutch  and  the  English 
element  together,  und  in  that  he  had 
been  most  successful.    But  in  1896  we 
had  a  change  of  Government,  and  at  the 
Colonial  Office  a  Minister  who  had  great 
ideas   of   colonial  administration.  Mr, 
Rhodes  and  those  working  with  him 
gauged  this  view  pretty  accurately,  and 
■thought    they  could  force    the  pace. 
Almost  directly  after  the  Government  i 
icame  into  office  Mr.  Rhodes  obtained  that 
strip  of  territory  for  the  Chartered  Com-  j 
pany  which  formed  the  jumping-off  place  \ 
lOT  the  raid.   If  we  had  remained  in 
-office  tbe  raid  would  not  have  occurred, 
for  if  Mr.  Rhodes  had  approached  us  as ' 
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to  the  cession  of  Bechuanaland — although 
it  was    obvious    that  at    some  time 
or  other  it  might  have  to  be  handed 
over  to  the  Chartered  Company — we 
would    have    said    that    the  moment 
was  inappropriate  for  so  doing.  First 
of  all,  only  lately  a  new   fcHm  of 
administration  had  been  conferred  on  the 
Chartered  Company,  and  we  wanted  to 
see  it  working  better.    In  the  second 
place,   the  pecuniary  position  of  the 
Chartered  Company  was  not  such  at  that 
time  as  to  enable  it  to  take  over  further 
territory.     I  admit  that   the  present 
Colonial  Secretary  was  entirely  entitled 
to  make  a  different  arrangement,  but  I 
say,  if  we  had  been  in  office  the  raid 
would  not  have  occurred.    The  most 
disastrous  effect  of  the  raid  was  not  that 
it  induced  the  Transvaal  to  arm,  but  that 
it  placed  the  Afrikander  section  in  the 
Cape  in  a  position  of  antagonism  and 
suspicion  to  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
The  first  steps  taken  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  after  the  raid  were  proper  and 
right,  but  then  we  come  to  what  I  believe 
to  be,  to  a  large  extent,  the  foundation  of 
all  subsequent  difficulties — namely,  the 
introduction  of  the  system  of  what  has 
been  called  the  new  diplomacy  in  dealing 
with  this  very  delicate  and  ticklish  ques- 
tion.   The  first  mistake  of  all  was  the 
publication  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  of 
a  Government  despatch  in  the  l>egiiH)ing 
of  1896.   Here  was  a  case  of  interierence 
by  the  Home  Government  in  internal 
affiurs  of  the  Transvaal,  and  if  that  were 
to  be  done,  it  should  have  been  with  the 
greatest  possible  diplomacy  and  delicacy. 
But  instead  of  this  tlespatch  being  sent 
out  to  the  High  Commissioner  as  a  basis 
for  negotiation,  conference,  and  discus- 
sion, it  was  actually  published  in  Engiaud 
before  President  Krugerhad  receivetiitat 
all,  and  the  Colonial  Secretar}'  himself  had 
to  telegraph  out  to  President  Kruger,  asking 
htm  to  keep  an  open  mind  tiu  he  had 
seen  the  despatch  itself.      That  was 
very  largely  the  beginning  of  all  the  sub- 
sequent difficulties,  aud  certainly  was  the 
primary  cause  of  the  abandonment  by 
President  Kruger  of  his  intention  to 
come  over  to  England,  and  have  personal 
conference  with  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
Then     unfortunately   came    the  Cape 
inquiry  into  the  raid,  in  which  the  late 
Prime  Minister  of  the  Cape  was  per- 
sonally  implicated.    Next  cuae  the  un- 
fortunate inquiry  here,  in  which  a  large 
amount  of  suspicion  was  involvet*  vid 
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the  idea  created  that  there  had  been  con- 
cealment of  something  that  might  hare 
come  out.     At  all  events,  there  was 
clearly  felt,  on  the  part  of  the  TraiWTaal 
Oovemmcnt  and  those  interested  in  the 
Transvaal,  from  that  moment  a  suspicion 
that  the    Colonial  Secretary    and  the 
Oovemment  were  personally  implicated 
in  the  proceedings  of  the  raid.  Then 
came  the  most  unfortunate  whitewashing 
of  the  prime  mover  of  the  raid.     I  have 
never  been  able  to  understand  how  that 
came  about,  because,  only  a  few  days 
before,  the  Colonial  Secretary  himself  had 
put  his  signature  to  the  Report  which  had 
abbdutely  condemned  the  raid.    I  am 
one  of  those  who  think  that  Mr.  Rhodes 
has  done  a  great  service  to  the  Empire, 
but  it  was  not  the  business  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to  come  down  to  the  House 
and  give  Mr.    Rhodes    the  glowing 
character  he  did.     That  most  unfor- 
tunately al)sohitely  confirmed  President 
Kruger  and  others  in  the  suspicion  that 
the  Colonial  Secretary  was  mixed  up  with 
Mr.  Rhodes  in  the  raid.    Now  we  come 
to  the  period  of  nagging  and  sneering 
despatches  and  speeches,  all  which  tended 
to  confirm  suspicion  and  irritate  the 
Transvaal  Government.  I  am  not  going  to 
enter  into  the  question  of  suzerainty  ;  but 
I  believe,  and  I  think  every  one  in  this 
House  believes,  that  it  was  most  unfor- 
tunate that  the  Colonial  Secretary  should 
have,  for  the  first  time  since  1 884,  raised 
in  a  public  despatch  the  question  of  suzer- 
ainty.   That  it  was  wrong  to  do  so  is 
confirmed  from  his  own  confession  in  a 
despatch  at  the  end  of  the  correspondence, 
in  which  he  said,  *'0h,  well,  I  have  said 
my  say,  and  I  won't  say  any  more  about 
it."    He  did  all  the  irriuting  by  raising 
the  point,  and  yet  did  not  enforce  it  in 
the  end.    Meanwhile,  from  the  moment 
that  the  first  Drifts  question  was  raised, 
the  Transvaal  Government  had  begun  to 
arm.     I  am  not  going  to  defend  the 
policy  the  Transvatd  carried  out  in  regaid 
to  this  country  ;  they  were  very  fodish, 
and  very  suspicious  without  any  real  or 
proper  occasion.   I  do  not  say,  after  all, 
that  in  their  position  they  were  un- 
naturally suspicious,  Imt  so  far  as  I  know 
they  had  really  no  ground  for  the  sus- 
picion that  this  country  intended  to  inter- 
fere with  their  independence.     I  think 
that  their  policy  ever  since  the  time  of 
the  raid  has  been  most  foolish,  because 
if  they  had  only  taken  a  sensible  and 
liberal  line  they  would  by  this  time 


have  been  in  a  very  strong  position,  and 
by  making  certain  concessions  they  would 
have  placed  further  agitation  in  the 
wrong,  instead  of  largely  in  the  ri^ht. 
All  this  while  the  Transvaal  were  armmg. 
I  do  not  know  that  it  may  not  he  per- 
fectly true  that  being  armed  for  one  pur- 
pose, they  may  have  got  into  their  minds 
that  they  might  use  their  arms  for  another 
purpose  in  the  end.  But  this  was  known — 
the  Government  themselves  say  that  they 
knew  it — first,  that  the  Transvaal  were 
arminj^  and  second  that  they  might  turn 
their  arms  against  us.  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  said  that  although  they 
knew  this,  the  mouth  of  the  Grovemment 
was  closed  in  consequence  of  the  raid 
itself.  It  appears  to  me  if  that  were  so, 
the  Grovemment  had  two  courses  open  to 
them.  They  might  have  gone  to  the 
Transvaal  Giovemment  and  said,  "  We 
^ve  you  formal  guarantees  for  absolute 
independence  ;  why,  then,  are  you  making 
armed  preparations  which  are  far  beyond 
what  you  really  require  for  police  and 
defensive  purposes,  and  can  only  be 
intended  to  be  directed  against  us,  and 
we  must  request  you  to  cease  this  per^ 

Ktual  arming  on  your  part."  That  would 
ve  been  a  policy  perfectly  clear.  The 
other  policy  which,  in  my  opinion,  the 
GJovernment  ought  to  have  carried  out 
was  to  remove  the  suspicion  of  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  that  we  had  any 
intention  of  interfering  with  their  inde- 
pendence, and  to  show  a  way  by  which 
the  Transvaal  Grovemment  might  be  able 
to  tell  their  burghers  that  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  arm  against  the  Britosh  Qovenl- 
ment.  They  adopted  neither  of  these  two 
policies.  They  carried  on  the  policy  of 
nagging  and  suspicion,  which — I  will  not 
say  in  the  minds  of  other  people,  but  in 
the  minds  of  the  Transvaal  Government — 
justified  them  in  continuing  arming. 
They  started  a  new  policy,  the  policy  of 
franchise.  I  do  not  say  that  that 
was  wrong,  because  if  you  are  going 
to  deal  with  the  Uitlanders'  grievances 
that  is  the  best  way  of  doing  it,  but 
it  was  a  new  policy,  because  when  the 
question  first  arose  in  1H90  there  was  no 
expostulabon  by  the  Government  on  that 
matter.  Itis  trite  that  in  1894  the  GU>vern- 
ment  of  which  I  was  a  member  suggested 
presenting  a  despatch  to  President  ^uger, 
but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  per- 
fectly well  that  that  despatch  was  never 
presented  It  was  only  to  be  presented 
under  certain  conditions.    In  1896  the 
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right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  dealt  with  this  despatch,  and 
upon  it  based  his  policy  of  Home  Rule  for 
the  Rand,  but  in  1896  he  did  not  put  the 
franchise  first,  but  only  as  a  subsidiary 
matter,  and  even  so  late  as  last  March  he 
aman  referred  to  Local  Government  for 
the  Band,  and  said  if  that  was  agreed  to 
nine-tenths  of  the  grievances  of  the  Uit- 
landers  would  be  met.  But  he  went  on 
to  say  that  it  was  nether  dignified  nor 
convenient  to  move  f.t  that  moment. 
Therefore,  I  say,  the  policy  of  franchise 
was  a  new  policy.  Naturally,  President 
Kruger  did  not  intend  or  desire  to  give 
more  than  he  was  obliged  to,  and  he 
wished  to  give  it  as  slowly  as  pos- 
sible. For  a  long  time  the  Boer 
resistance  was  partly  successful,  but 
we  must  remember  that  unfortunately 
the  two  parties  were  looking  at  the 
matter  from  entirely  different  points 
of  \-iew.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
spoke  of  the  conference  at  Bloem- 
fontein  as  a  guarantee  against  foreign 
intervention,  but  President  Kruger  con- 
sidered that  the  independence  of  the 
Transvaal  was  in  the  scale,  and  that  the 
interests  of  the  oligarchical  sect  of  which 
he  was  one  of  the  members  were  in 
jeopardy,  and  no  doubt  he  could  not 
help  feeling  that  although   the  new 


to  failure  and  lead  to  war,  and  whethe 
President  Kruger  was  also  of  the  opinion, 
and  whetherj^  when  it  was  going  on,  you 
could  say  the  war  was  inevitable,  so  that 
you  could  put  it  plainly  to  the  Transvaal 
Grovemment  that  they  did  not  intend  to 
perform  what  they  promised,  and  so  abso- 
lutely convict  them  of  good  faith.  We 
have  heard  of  the  Afrikuiier  conspiracy, 
but  I  think  it  is  difficult  to  say  that  such 
a  conspiracy  existed,  and,  as  I  mive  studied 
the  Bme  ^ooka.  Sir  Alfred  Milner  himself 
does  not  say  there  was  anything  like  a 
conspiracy  against  British  supremacy. 
I  think  the  whole  of  this  talk  of  an 
Afrikander  conspiracy  has  been  due  to  the 
misunderstandings  I  have  referred  to.  A 
certain  number  of  Dutch  have  joined  the 
Transvaal,  no  doubt,  but  that  is  largely 
due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  been  unable 
to  defend  our  territory,  and  those  who 
have  joined  the  Transvaal  have  done  bo 
because  they  were  unable  to  receive 
British  protection.  Under  those  circum- 
stances, it  was  only  to  be  expected  that 
the  Dutch  in  our  colonies  should  join 
those  of  their  own  race  and  blood.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  prove,  as  shortly  as 
possible,  that  the  Government  have  shown 
want  of  judgment  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
They  have  themselves  admitted  want  of 
knowledge  and  foresight,  and  I  think, 


policy  was  not  annexation  in  form,  it  was  i  that  being  so,  we  are  fully  justified  in 
..     _._  J  i__  '  tnQving        yQ(^  of  censui^  and  while 

we  Ko  not  think  there  is  any 
chance    of  carrying  it,   it   will  tend 

to  stiffen  the  Government  in  their 
action,  and  we  hope  in  the  settlement 
that  must  take  place  at  some  future  time 
the  Government  will  take  care  not  to  give 
domination  to  one  side  or  the  other.  We 
want  liberty  and  equality  in  South  Africa, 
but  wc  must  not  forget  that  we  must  have 
fraternity  as  well. 

SiE  A.  ACLAND-HOOD  (Somerset- 


annexation  in  fact ;  and  he  felt  that  if 
Uitlanders  were  admitted  to  the  franchise 
in  large  numbers  at  once  that  would  be 

the  result.  I  do  not  intend  to  go  into 
the  intricate  question  of  the  policy  of  last 
year.  It  seems  to  me  there  were  great  mis- 
interpretations on  both  sides.  Those 
who  have  studied  the  Blue  Books  care- 
fully cannot  fail  to  feel  this.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  and  those  with  him 
did  not  understand  one  another  or  the 
Boer  temper,  and  it  is  largely  due  to  that 
fact  that  the  war  occuirod.    I  am  not 


foin^  to  blame  one  side  and  not  the  other,  i  shire,  Wellington)  said  he  most  apologise 
think  the  Boer  Government  are  enor- 1  for  being  so  dense  as  not  to  understand 
mously  to  blame  in  the  way  in  which  \  what  was  meant  by  the  speeches  of  the 
they  approached  this  question,  but  when  '  party  opposite.  The  leaders  afTected  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  talked  of  the  i  be  anxious  to  bring  this  war  to  a  success- 
war  as  inevitable,  I  want  to  know  what  i  ful  issue.  There  was  one  element  of 
was  in  the  mind  of  the  Government.  The  ,  success,  and  that  was  to  show  a  united 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  it  was  i  front  to  the  enemy ;  but  hon.  Members 


inevitable  in  July  and  others  put  the  date 
back  to  the  Conference  at  Bloemfontein. 
I  want  the  Gotemment  to  say  whether 
in  their  opinion  President  Stein  of  the 
Orange  Free  State  really  at  that  time  in- 
tended that  the  Conference  should  lead 

■Mr.  S^neif  Bwyhn. 


opposite  appeared  to  be  animated  by  a 
desire  to  initiate  a  jarty  discussion,  to  be 
followed  l)y  a  party  division.  He  could 
only  imagine  that  a  long  and  close  inti- 
macy with  the  Irish  party  had  produced 
that  paradox.    What  was  the  object  of 
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turniiiK  out  the  present  GoTemmmt  t  If 
they  Old  turn  it  out  and  put  in  thor  ovn 
party»  how  could  such  a  Uovemment  pro- 
secute the  war  to  any  issue  but  a  most 
disastrous  one  1  It  was  idle  at  the  present 
momeut  to  debate  whether  the  vmr  was 
or  was  not  inevitable.  Hon.  Members 
wemed  to  forget  that  the  country  was 
at  this  moment  at  war,  and  had  been 
at  war  for  three  months.  A  great  por- 
tion of  the  Queen's  dominions  had  Men 
overrun  and  was  held  by  foreign  troops, 
and  large  portions  of  our  dominions 
bad  been  annexed.  It  seemed  a  strange 
tbing  for  the  House  of  Commons,  then,  to 
tiebiOe  what  happened  five  years  aga 
\Miat  M'e  had  to  consider  was  the  best 
meuis  bringing  the  war  to  a  suecessful 
issue,  and  to  proraed  with  the  defences  of 
our  country.  It  must  not  be  forgotten 
that  a  large  portion  of  our  Army  was 
6,000  miles  away,  and  it  was  of  vital  im- 
portance that  the  home  defences  should  be 
nude  secure  as  soon  as  possible.  He 
thought  it  was,  on  the  whole,  fortunate 
for  the  Government  that  the  two  ques- 
tions of  whether  the  war  was  inevitable 
wA  whether  we  were  prepared  or  not  had 
been  incorporated  into  one  Amendment. 
For  the  reasons  he  had  stated,  hon. 
Moubers  on  his  -  side  of  the  House  were 
agreed  as  to  the  utter  uselessness  of 
raking  up  the  past  policy  of  the  Govern- 
meat.  But  as  regarded  the  preparations 
for  the  war  there  were  on  that  side  of  the 
House  certain  differences  of  opinion,  and 
he  would  not  be  doing  his  duty  to  his 
constituents  or  to  the  service  if  he  did 
iiot  say  a  few  words  of  criticism  on  the 
present  position  of  affairs  in  South  Africa. 
He  was  as  strong  a  supporter  td  the 
GovemMoit  as  any  man  in  that  House  or 
in  the  country.  He  wanted  to  see  the 
Crovenunent  strong  both  in  the  House 
and  throughout  the  country,  and  he 
believed  it  would  be  much  stronger  in 
both  phK»8  if  it  would  take  them  into  its 
coniiaence  and  tell  them  frankly  where 
llie  mistakes  had  been  in  the  past. 
He  could  not  acquiesce  in  the  doctrine 
that  the  failures  bad  been  unavoidable, 
or  that  the  hereditary  disponticm  of  the 
^tish  Army  was  to  suffer  reverses  at  the 
tuning  <tf  a  campaign.  Would  the 
Crovmunent  annoimce  what  they  meant 
to  do  in  the  future  1  It  was  admitted 
that  we  were  not  prepared  for  a  war — at 
any  rate  on  the  aaHe  of  the  one  in  which 
we  had  embarked.  But  why  was  that  so  t 
And  who  was  responaiUe  1  In  his  humble 
VOL.  LXXVHL  [Fourth  SBRna.] 


i  judgment  there  were  two  principal  causes 
j  for  our  foilures.    The  first  was  our 
I  military  system,  and  the  second  was  the 
want  of  iiuormation  both  at  home  and  in 
I  South  Africa.   As  r^rded  our  military 
system  the  responsibility  rested  not  with 
i  the  Government  or  with  the  War  OflGce^ 
,  but  solely  with  the  House  of  Commons. 
'  For  years   the  Service  Members  bad 
i  prophesied  to  empty  benches  what  would 
happen  in  the  event  of  a  big  waiv 
i  Only  twice   could    he  remember  any 
interest  being  taken  by  the  House  in 
Army  questions — once  when  Lord  Kose- 
bery  s  (joveinment  was  turned  out  of 
'  office  by  a  very  skilful  move,  and  again 
;  when    Uie  strongest   Government  of 
.  modem  times  was  nearly  d^eated  on 
'  the   question    of   sewage  -  fann  milk. 
He  knew  that  Service  Members  were  con- 
sidered to  be  bores  of  the  largest  calibre, 
'  but  they  had  this  advantage  :  they  knew 
what  they  were  talking  about,  and  they 
■  were  aware  that  when  they  were  dis- 
;  cussing  an  expenditure  of  40  or  50 
millions  year  after  year  they  were  dealing 
'  with  a  subject  vital  not  only  to  the 
:  interests  of  this  country,  but  to  the 
I  interests  of  our  Empire  all  over  the  world. 
'  Therefore  he  regurled  the  House  of  Com- 
I  moos  as  alone  to  blame.    When  he  came 
to  the  question  of  the  want  of  informa- 
tion be  confessed  that  they  were  landed 
;  in  somewhat  of  a  difficulty.    He  did  not 
I  quite  understand  how  far  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Intelligence  Department 
had  been  in  touch  with  one  anothei.  He 
could  not  help  being   reminded  of  a 

Sicture  which  appeal  in  Pundi  ten 
ays  previously,  in  which  the  Prime 
Minister  was  represented  as  saying 
to  the  Cabinet,  "Well,  gentlemen, 
never  mind  what  we  think;  let  us 
ail  say  the  same  thing."  Yet  on  the 
first  day  of  the  session  that  gun  had 
missed  fire.  The  First  Lord  had  certainly 
told  them  the  Intelligence  Department 
had  very  accurate  information  as  regarded 
the  Transvaal  preparations,  excepting  so 
far  as  the  number  of  men  was  concerned. 
But  if  only  the  armaments  of  the  Boen 
were  known,  how  could  it  be  supposed  that 
the  force  originally  despatched  would  be 
sufficient  1  Although  it  had  since  been 
multiplied  threefold  we  were  still  unable 
to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  our  territoiy 
and  to  invade  the  Transvaal.  Then,  as 
to  the  guns.  Did  the  Intelligence  De- 
partment know  as  long  ago  as  last  June 
that  the  Boers  had  large  numbers  of  quick  • 
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firing  gui)8  and  Creusots ;  that  they  had  \  would  like  to  ask,  when  it  was  stated  thu 


douUe  the  number  of  rifles  necessary  to 
arm  every  man  in  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Free  State ;  and  that  there  were 
35  millions  of  cartridges  in  Pretoria; 
and  lots  more  coming  over  the  seal 
If  the  Department  knew  all  these  things, 
they  must  have  told  the  Grovemment ; 
and  if  they  did  not  know,  they  were 
grossly  wanting  in  their  duty.  Again,  if 
these  facts  were  known  in  June,  what 
coutd  have  Ijeen  the  ohjectioii  to  our 


our  generals  had  had  a  free  hand,  was  it 
meant  that  they  had  been  imrestricted  as 
to  the  raising'  <n  colonial  auxiliaries  ?  He 
asked  these  questions  not  to  embam** 
the  Government,  but  because  the  oountrr 
demanded  an  answer  to  them.  Unless 
they  were  answered,  the  country  would 
lose  confidence  in  the  Government.  He 
should  not  vote  for  the  Amendment,  t«- 
cause  he  considered  it  was  wholly  mis- 
chievous.   It  could  do  no  possible  good. 


sending  out  a  number  of  heavy  siege  ,  and  its  adoption  might  cause  incalcufahle 


guns}  It  was  not  possible  perhaps  to 
send  infantry  and  cavalry,  but  they 
might  have  sent  heavy  siege  guns,  for 
that  would  have  been  a  defensive  rather 
than  an  ofTendre  measure.  Would  the 
■Government  give  the  House  some  infor- 
mation on  that  point  ?  He  would  like 
frirther  to  know  when  did  the  Govern- 
ment receive  the  first  intimation  that 
Ijjulysmith  was  to  be  held  with  a  large 
force  ?  If  that  had  been  known  only  a 
few  days  before  the  retreat  from  Dundee 
there  would  have  Iwen  ample  time  to 
fortify  the  heights  round  and  to  mount 
n  large  number  of  naval  guns.  They  had 
l)een  told  that  everything  was  left  to  the 
genend  in  the  field ;  but  it  was  well  known 


harm.  He  should  support  the  Govern- 
ment through  thick  and  thin.  The  sup- 
porters of  the  Government  were  deter- 
mined to  see  them  through  this  bosiness. 
They  would  give  them  any  supply  and 
mak^  any  sacrifices,  whether  of  money  or 
life,  which  might  be  necessary.  \Miatever 
opposition  they  might  meet  in  the  Hoiue 
or  out  of  it,  they  were  determined  that 
the  sword  should  not  be  Uid  down  until 
the  principle  of  equal  rights  for  all  men 
throughout  South  Africa  had  boon 
estabmhed. 

*Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Abei^eenshire. 
E.) :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  agree  with  the  htm. 
and  gallant  Member  who  preceded  me. 


that  when  the  Army  applied  to  the  Navy  ;  and  with  others  who  have  said  that  there 


for  guns  there  was  always,  and  properly, 
difHculty  in  getting  them.  Naval  officers 
<]i(l  not  like  to  strip  their  ships  of  the  most 
valuable  part  of  their  armament.  But 
surely  the  Government  had  supreme 
authority,  and  could  have  directed  that 
the  guns  should  have  been  sent  up  from 
the  fleet.  Had  they  done  so,  the  Lady- 
smith  garrison  would  have  been  in  a  much 
better  position  than  at  present.  Then 
as  to  absence  of  proper  maps  of  Natal.  It 
might  be  said  that  it  was  the  duty  of  a 
self-governing  colony  to  make  it»  own 


probably  has  never  been  a  moment  of 
more  grave  national  peril  than  that  we 
are  face  to  face  with  at  this  junetnre. 
Our  country  is  denuded  of  almost  all  our 
defensive  forces,  who  are  engaged  in  a 
very  serions,  and  hitherto  not  successful, 
war  at  the  other  side  of  the  world.  Oar 
great  dependency,  India,  is  passing; 
through  a  period  of  distress,  and^  as  we 
know,  the  various  Powers  of  Europe  are 
not  at  all  too  favourably  disposed  tnwanlK 
us.  I  do  think  that  we  may  surely  draw 
another  conclusion  from  the  crisis  than 


oixlnance  surveys.    But  for  years  it  had  that  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  MemVr 


as  an 


lieen  known  that  there  was  a  probability 
of  our  having  in  the  immediate  future  to 
fight  in  Natal;  and  if  only  proper  maps  had 
been  available  for  our  generals  much  loss 
of  life  would  have  been  avoided.     As  to 

Kimberley  and  Mafeking,  some  informa-  gallant  Member  oppose  this  Amendment, 


namely,  that  it  is  our  duty, 
assembly  representative  of  the  people, 
to  censure  the  Ministn'  which  has  lc<i 
us  into  these  grave  disasters.  1  put 
it  to  those  who  heard  the  hon.  anrl 


tioD  was  wanted,  both  by  the  House  and 
by  the  country,  as  to  why  the  Cape 
Cioveniment  refused  to  send  arms  and 
mmiitions  to  those  towns,  while  all  the 
time  armaments  were  allowed  to  pass  into 
the  Transvaal.  The  responsibility  for 
that  should  be  brought  home  to  the  proper 
persons.  Then  he  came  to  the  question 
t>f  the  colonial  troops  and  auxiliaries.  He 

Mr.  Sgilnfg  BtLvfoH. 


whether,  in  regard  to  half  of  that 
Amendment,  he  did  not  make  a  mont 
effective  speech  in  support  of  it.  Be- 
cause, what  is  it  the  Amendment  proposes' 
It  expresses  regret  at  two  things:  (ll 
at  the  want  of  foresight  and  judgment  di-* 
played  hy  Her  Majesty's  Gtovernment  in 
the  conduct  of  South  African  a^irs  sinix 
1H9.'),  and  (i)  as  to  the  lack  of  fona^i 
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aiid  judgment  exhibited  by  Her  Majesty's 
Ooverament  in  the  preparations  made 
hy  them  for  the  war  now  proceeding. 
We  waiit  some  further  explanation 
from  the  Grovemment  as  to  what 
infoiination  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
Intelligence  Department  before  the  war, 
vhether  they  communicated  it  to  the 
Gm'emment,  and  whether  that  infonna- 
tiun  was  acted  upcm.  The  Government 
have  confessed,  by  many  mouths,  that 
they  hopelessly  under  -  estimated  the 
iiiiin)>ors  of  the ,  Boers,  their  fighting 
powers,  and  their  armaments.  The  House 
is  entitled  to  know  whether  this  gross 
ami  culpable  mistake  was  founded  on 
luaterial  supplied  by  the  Intelligence 
Department  or  not.  If  it  were  so  founded, 
then  the  only  conclusion  to  come  to  is  that 


yesterday  as  to  Sir  William  Butler's 
reports.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  reconcile  the 
statement  made  by  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  with  that  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War.  On 
October  20th  last  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  stated  in  the  House  that 
representations  urging  the  necessity  of 
increasing  the  garrison  in  South  Amca 
had  been  received  previous  to  June 
27th  from  the  High  Commissioner, 
the  Governor  of  Natal,  and  the  officer 
commanding  the  troops  in  South  Africa, 
who  at  that  time  was  Sir  William 
Butler.  It  is  perfectly  clear  from  the 
statement  of  the  Under  Secretary 
last  Octolwr  that  there  were  official 
dispatches  from  Sii*  W.  Butler  advo- 
cating the  sending  out    of  increased 


the  Intelligent  Department  sadly  needs  I  forces  for  the  defence  of  our  South  African 


reor^isation  awl  overhauling,  and 
putting  npon  a  new  foundation.  If 
that  is  not  the  fact,  then  I 
think  the  Intelligence  Depirtmcnt  is 
laid  imder  an  unmerited  stigma,  which, 
in  all  fairness,  ought  to  be  spctwiily  re- 
moved. The  country  at  large  is  entitled 
U)  know  who  is  responsible  for  this 
mistake,  and  what  was  the  information 
that  was  given  to  the  Government  on 
which  they  acted,  or  failed  to  act.  To 
my  mind  the  responsibility  rests  with 
the  gentlemen  who  sit  upon  that  bench ; 
ami  it  is  their  duty  as  English  gentlemen,  |  no  ! 
whether  it  be  their  own  mdi  vi  dual 
i«r  collective  faults,  to  acknowledge 
their  error,  and  not  to  try,  directly 
*ir  indirectly,  or  by  collusion,  to  cast  it 
upon  any  department  of  the  State. 
.Vnother  poiut  brought  up  by  the  hon. 
!iiid  gallant  Member  was  that   of  the 


Colonies.  Now,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  undoubtedly  stated  last  night — 
I  have  not  yet  been  able    to  verify 

it  in  The  2>V«fts'— that  no  report  had 
been  received  by  any  public  depart- 
ment in  this  country,  either  by  the 
Colonial  Office  or  the  War  Office,  from  Sir 
William  Butler,  advocating  the  increase 
of  the  garrison. 

The  attorney  (JENEKAL  (Sir 
KicuAKD  Webster,  Isle  of  AVight) :  No, 


*Mr.  BUCHANAN :  Then  the  Attorney 
General  knows  more  about  it.  This  just 
shows  the  ambiguity  in  which  the 
House  is  on  this  question,  and  how 
desirable  it  is  for  the  House  and  for  the 


wantof  niaps  of  the  territory  which  I  to  h^^e  l^ler  and  more  complete 

w«  now  the  scene  of  the  conflict.  Surely  I  information  on  'this  point.  Surely  we 
U  was  one  of  the  most  elementary  duties  '  .  ,  .  ^.  "1  i. 

oftheGovemment-especiallv  a  Govern- 1  l^a^e  a  nght  to  expect  it.  and  that  the 
ment  which  placed  so  high  an  estimate .  position  of  two  such  persons  in  high 
ill  itit  programme  on  the  importance  of  places  as  the  High  Commissioner  and  the 
(lationid  defence— to  have  provided  for  a  |  Governor  of  Natal  should  l)c  made  plain. 


thorough  military  sur>  ey  of  the  country 
that  for  years  has  l)een  looked 
upon  as  a  probable  theatre  of  war. 
I  do  not  need  to  be  told,  for 
a  single  moment,  that  a  responsible 
Minister  of  the  Crown  who  came  down 
to  the  House  and  asked  for  money  for 
Cape  Colony  or  Natal  for  such  a  puroose 
troold  not  have  got  it.  He  would  have 
got  it  at  once.  Then  I  should  like  a 
Bttle  further  explanation  on  the  question 
put  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 


I  also  think  that  more  information  should 
be  vouchsafed  as  to  the  steps  the  Govern- 
ment are  taking  for  retrieving  the  disas- 
trous position  into  which  they  have 
brought  us  in  South  Africa.  AVe 
have  not  heard  in  this  Hous^ 
nor  in  the  other  House,  nor  in  the 
Queen's  Speech — which  is  barren  to  a 
degree — what  measures  the  Government 
propose  to  take  ;  and  there  is  not  a 
G  2  SecoMDa^t 
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single  one  among  the  half  -  dozen 
Bilk  of  which  notice  has  been  given  on 
behalf  of  the  Gh>veniment  which  deals 
with  the  question  ai  naval  or  military 
defence.   There  is  a  very  natural  anxiety 


errors  of  the  head  but  not  of  the 
heart.  iSurely  it  is  preposterous  for 
the  right  hon.  Glentleman  to  get  up  and 
trifle  with  an  audience  by  saying,  wh«i 
the  nation  has  had  to  suffer  militiuy  wid 


prevailing  that  some  statement  should  be  |  political  humiliations  such  as  it  has  not 


made  by  some  responsible  authority,  on 
behalf  of  the  (Jovemment,  of  the  steps 
they  propose  to  take ;  and  whether  it 
involves  large  expenditure  or  not,  I  can 
honestly  affirm  that  it  will  be  cordially 
supported  by  hon.  Members  on  both  sides 


endured  during  the  century,  that  after 
all  the  hearts  of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers 
are  in  tAie  right  place.  The  country  docs 
not  pay  them  for  that.  The  country 
pays  them  for  exercising  a  little  of  the 
ordinary  intelligence  that  it  would  expect 


of  this  House.  The  hon.  and  gallant  |  to  get  from  any  dozen  or  two  doz^ 
Member  who  preceded  me  objected  to  i  Members  selected  from  among  Members- 
this  Amendment  on  several  grounds.  1 1  of  this  House.  Then  there  is  the 
do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  for  me  .  excuse  given  b^  the  Secretary  of  StAte 
to  go  into  the  points  he  makes,  as  there  '  for  War,  which  is  rather  a  novel  one.  He 


are  many  other  speakers  who  desire  to 
join  in  this  debate.  I  would  rather  pro- 
ceed to  the  reasons  why  I  am  fully  pre- 
pared to  support  the  Amendment.  The 
Amendment  contains  two  distinct  parts. 
It  expresses  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Government  for  the  lack  of  preparation 


told  us  that  our  war  preparations  were 
in  an  admirable  state,  but  they  were  not 

preparations  for  war  on  the  spot.  Ap- 
parently they  were  preparations  for  war 
in  general,  but  not  for  war  in  the  Trans- 
vaal or  South  Africa.  He  might  l»e 
justified   in    saying  that  the  war  in 


for  this  serious  war,  and  it  expresses  want !  which  the  War  Office  were  enabled  to 
of  confidence  in  the  Government  also  for  '  despatch  an  army  corps  to  South  Africa 
the  way  in  which  they  have  conducted  '  was  worthy  of  credit,  but  it  is  no  excuse  for 
South  African  affairs  from  the  time  they  i  the  failure  of  the  Government  to  anticipate 
came  into  office  down  to  tlie  present  j  the  greatness  of  the  stm^le  in  whi^ 
moment.   With  regard  to  the  want  of !  we  are  being  engaged  for  the  noble 

Preparation  the  facts  speakfor  themselves.  I  Lord  to  say  that  our  war  pre- 
'he  Government  have  themselves  con- 1  parations  were  in  excellent  order,  not 
fessed  it  over  and  over  and  over  again.  '  they  were  not  in  excellent  order  in  the 
There  is  not  an  individual   who  sits  ■  one  place  where  war  was  likely  to  occur. 


upon  the  front  bench  opposite  who  baa 
made  a  public  speech  within  the  last 
two  months  who  has  not  been  obliged 
to  stand  in  a  white  sheet  and  confess 
that  the  Government  entirely  misappre- 
hended the  strength  of  the  Transvaal, 


had  the  excuses  of  the 
with  re^rd  to  secret 


Then  we  have 
Prime  Minister 

8er\' ice  money.  "Information  was  merely 
a  question  of  money,"  he  said;  "youelo 
not  give  me  enough  secret  service 
monev."   The  Prime  Minister  has  often 


and  that  through  their  own  culpable  !  shown  that  his  ideas  of  government  in  this 
ignonmce  we  have  been  involved  in  these  country  are  not  those  held  by  the  bulk  of 
f  -J  ^^^^  J      people  of  the  countiy  or  by  the  bulk 


very  serious  disasters. 
aU  "these  distinguished  gentlemen  ^ve 
the  same  reasons  for  the  mistakes.  Far 

from  it.  We  got  a  great  variety  of 
reasons.  We  had  the  reasons  given  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  they 
were  examined  into  by  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition.  We 
had  other  reasons  given  by  the  Prime 
Minister.  We  had  a  reason,  by  the  way, 
given  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  who  was  formerly  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War.  His  reason,  I  am 
bound  to  state,  is  the  most  extraordinary 
of  alt,  for  he  told  us  only  a  few  days 


of  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  but  he  has  been  long 
enough  in  public  affairs  to  know  that  he 
must  work  with  the  machine  he  has  got. 
He  knows  perfectly  well  that  if  the 
responsible  Minister  had  asked  for  more 
money  for  that  purpose  he  would  have 
got  it  without  a  word  of  comment  or  a 
moment  of  delay.  The  noble  ftlarquess. 
also,  like  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasuiy, 
blamed  the  poor  unfortunate  ftitish 
Constitution,  because,  forsooth,  there  were 
impediments  in  the  way  of  a  single 
individual  Minister  spending  what  he 


ago  that  at  any  rate,  if  the  Government  |  likes  and  doing  as  he  likes  without  calling 
had  committed  any  errors,  they  were  •  Parliament  together  or  without  the  con- 

■  ^fr.  Buehamn.  Cr^r^rtlr^ 
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trol  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
and  the  other  oflSdals  of  the  Treasury.  He 
complains  of  that,  and  says  that  if  it  had 
not  oeen  for  that  everj^thing  would  have 
been   welL     This  is,  of    course,  pre- 
posterous.    The  Treasur>',   as    far  as 
•all  these  matters  are  concerned,  is  the 
Chauccllor  of  the  Exchequer,  and  the 
Chancellor   of    the    Exchequer    is  a 
-ooUeague  of  the  Prime  Minister,  and  the 
responsihility  for  any  action  that  might 
be  taken  by  the  Treasury  rests  with  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  first  and 
vrith  the  Cabinet  if  they  agree  with  him. 
It  is  mean  and  paltry  for  a  man  in  the 
position     of     tlie      Prime  Minister 
to   endeavour    to    shift    the  blame 
on  to  a  public  department  which  has  no 
opportunity  of  replying.    One  word  more 
on  the  second  part  of  the  Amendment.  A 
sentence  which  fell  from  the  First  Lord 
of   the  Treasury  last  night  really  has 
amplr  justified  all  the  charges  that  have 
been  Drm^ht  against  the  Government  in 
this  matter,  and  also  the  moving  of  this 
Ansendment.    In  the    course  of  his 
speech,  in  speaking    of  the  n^tia- 
tions  which  had  been    instituted  for 
the   doing   away    of    the  Uitlanders' 
girievauoes,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  said 
that  if  the  Boer  Government  did  not 
laake  these  concessions  "  we  " — that  is, 
the  Government — "  always  knew  it  must 
lead  to  hostilities  between  the  two  coun- 
tries."  Just  think  what  that  means.  It 
means  that  the  Government  sharked  in 
a  series  of  negotmtions  with  a  Power 
which  the^  knew  was  difficult  to  deal 
with — intncate    negotiations   with  a 
gentleman  like  Mr.   Kruger,  who  was 
obstinate  and  well  skilled  in  all  the  de- 
vices of  diplomacy — they  embarked  upon 
chese  negotiations,  and  they  knew,  and 
they  themselves  say  they  knew,  that  if 
the  uegotiatioBs  fuled  there  would  be 
war,  and  yet  for  that  war  they  made  no 
preparatioiu,  or  no  sufficient  preparations. 
Just  see  how  this  interpretation  of  their 
eonditct  can  be  justified  out  of  the  mouth  of 
the  first  Lord  himself.    It  will  be  in  the 
recollection  of  many  Members  here  that 
in  last  Oetoher  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
found  fault  with  a  speech  of  the  Leader 
d    the    Oj^osition    aad    then  very 
graciously  pointed  out  the  sort  of  xpeech 
the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  ought  to 
have  made.    This  is  the  speech  which  the 
first  Lord  of  the  Treasury  put  into  the 


mouth  of  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
as  a  fit  and  proper  speech — 

"The  Government  might  have  hoped  and 
were  right  to  hope  that  peace  might  be  main- 
tained, oot  they  liad  also  to  coDtemplate  the 
posBibiUty  of  pea«e  not  being  maintamed.  It 
was  their  duty  without  menace  to.  provide  for 
the  defence  of  the  Empire.  That  duty  they 
had  failed  to  undertake,  and  we,  the  Opposi- 
tion, express  our  ananimoax  oondemnation  ef 
the  failure  to  carry  oat  the  miniary  daty  of 
the  Govenunent,  viz.,  that  W  senng  to  the 
safety  of  the  Empire." 

No  words  of  mine  could  express  more 
clearly  or  more  strongly  the  case  we  have 
against  the  Government.  I  would  rest 
the  whole  of  my  case  as  regards  the 
second  part  of  the  Amendment  upon  that 
statement.  The  First  Lord  committed 
himself  definitely  to  the  knowledge  that 
the  failure  of  the  negotiations  would 
mean  war,  and  he  has  over  and  over 
a^in  admitted  personally  and  through 
his  colleagues  that  for  that  war  they  <ud 
not  make  adequate  preparations.  The 
early  part  of  the  Amenmnent  deals  with 
the  past  and  with  the  conduct  of  colonial 
affairs — for  that  is  what  it  comes  to— in 
South  Africa  from  1895  to  the  present 
time.  I  support  that  part  of  the  Amend- 
ment because  I  believe  that  the  conduct 
of  colonial  affairs  in  South  Africa  from  the 
time  the  present  Government  came  into 
office  has  been  clearly  and  directly  the 
cause  of  this  war  and  the  disasters  which 
have  befallen  the  country.  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  ohaige  of 
colonial  flairs  certainly  cannot  plead 
ignorance  of  the  affairs  of  South  Africa. 
He  objected  last  night  to  an  opinion  of 
his  own  in  the  year  1878  being  quoted; 
I  could  quote  opinions  of  his,  both  of 
earlier  and  later  dates  than  that,  from 
which  it  is  clear  that  he  had  a  thoroughly 
intimate  and  complete  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  affairs  in  South  Africa.  He 
has  told  us  in  former  days  more  than  once 
that  he  was  one  of  the  few  who  opposed 
the  original  annexation  of  the  Transvaal ; 
he  was  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  that 
gave  back  the  independence  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  he  was  the  one  member  of  the 
Cabinet  who  most  strenuously  defended 
both  in  and  out  of  this  House  that  course 
of  action.  There  is  no  speech  which  puts 
more  clearly  the  awful  consequences  of  a 
war  in  South  Africa  between  British  and 
Dutch  than  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  at  Birmingham  in  the  summer 
of  1881.   He  knew  well,  and  he  stated 
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it  in  the  vigorous  and  clear  language  of 
which  he  is  a  master,  that  in  case  of  war 
the  Free  State  butchers  would  imme- 
diately join  with  the  Transvaal ;  he  was 
under  no  such  delusions  as  were  other 
Members  sitting  on  that  Bench ;  he 
knew  the  dangers  and  the  conse- 
quences vrMck  would  ensue,  and  yet 
nom  1895  down  tathe  outbreak  of  war 
he  has  taken  hardly  a  single  step  that 
has  not  brought  war  nearer  our  doors ; 
he  has  shown  a  recklessness  and  a  culpa- 
bleness  in  the  conduct  of  affairs  such  as 
I  believe  is  not  paralleled  in  our  time.  His 
position  was  made  exceedingly  difficult  in 
theearlier  stages  of  his  Ministry  by  the  most 
wicked  and  nefarious  filibustering  raid  of 
Dr.  Jameson.  He  took  immediate  steps 
to  disown  that  action  during  the  early 
months  of  1896,  but  what  steps  has  he 
taken  from  the  summer  of  1896  onwards 
to  do  away  with  the  evil  consequenees  of 
the  raid  1  We  have  had  it  prored  over 
and  over  again  hy  all  sorts  of  witnesses — 
by  witnesses  who  take  different  views 
from  those  held  by  myself  and  my  friends 
— that  the  deep  suspicion  caused  thereby 
not  merely  of  the  Chartered  Company,  but 
of  the  Imperial  Government  and  of  every- 
thing British  in  South  Africa,  was  one  of 
the  rankling  causes  in  President  Kruger's 
mind  that  luis  led  to  the  Transvaal  arma- 
ments and  the  war.  I  could  quote  corre- 
spondence from  The  Times  correspondent, 
Captain  Younghusband,  who  stated  in 
1897  that  the  first  and  cldef  and  only  effort 
to  be  made  by  the  British  Grovemment 
should  1>e  to  do  away  as  speedily  as  pos- 
sible with  the  atmosphere  of  suspicion 
through  which,  owing  to  the  raid,  every 
action '  of  the  Home  Government  was 
viewed  by  the  Transvaal  and  by  the 
population  of  South  Africa,  I  do  not  say 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  has  been  alone 
in  his  failure  in  this  respect ;  undoubtedly 
there  are  others  who  must  bear  the  blame 
with  him.  The  leaders  of  the  raid — Mr. 
Rhodesand  others — harebeenwhitewashed 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  excravagant 
terms,  but  they  have  also  been  petted  and 
pampered  and  favoured  by  many  of  the 
highest  in  the  land,  and  by  all  classes  of 
the  community.  It  is  only  natural  that 
this  attitude  of  suspicion  on  the  part 
of  President  Kruger  should  have  con- 
tinued towards  the  action  of  any 
associated  in  any  degree  with  those 
who  were  to  blame  for  tAxe  raid.  The 
first  duty  of  the  right  hon.  Gentie- 
man  should  have  been  to  disabuse  Presi- 

Mr.  Bttchawm, 


dent  Kruger  of  all  such  ideas,  to  clear  up 
absolutely  the  remotest  vestige  of  sus- 
picion that  there  could  be  in  any  con- 
ceivable degree  any  complicity  between 
the  authors  of  the  raid  and  the  Colonial 
Office ;  and  he  should  have  proceeded  hy 
a  cautious,  patient,  and  conciUatoiy  pdicr 
to  do  away  with  all  the  differences 
which  existed.  Moreover,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  direction 
of  affairs  in  South  Africa  has  not  tended 
towards  peace.  I  say  this  with  the 
deepest  regret,  but  it  is  palpable  to 
all  who  read  what  has  1>een  and  is 
being  published,  that  the  policy  which 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  has  pursued  has  not 
been  a  policy  which  has  tended  to  bring  the 
two  vast  populations  in  South  Africa  to- 
gether, but  rather  one  which  has  tended 
towards  racial  antipathy  and  the  stiniog 
up  of  one  section  of  the  community 
gainst  the  other.  [Cries  (tf  ''Na'^ 
However,  that  is  my  opinion,  and  it  is  an 
opinion  which  is  very  generally  felt.  I 
will  go  further.  So  strongly  is  that 
opinion  held  that  when  the  vietorions 
issue  of  the  war  takes  place  I  believe  yoa 
will  never  have  a  permanent  and  satis- 
factory peace  concluded  in  South  Africa 
if  Sir  Alfred  Milner  continues  to  be  High 
Commissioner  and  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  continues  to  be  Colonial  Sec- 
retary. [Ministerial  lau^ter.]  It  wit) 
be  no  laughing  matter.  There  are  diffi- 
culties of  war,  but  there  are  difficulties 
still  greater  in  making  and  coQcluding 
peace  after  war  is  over,  and  I  believe 
most  firmly  that  the  retention  of  their 
present  positions  by  those  two  right  hoa. 
Gentlemen  will  ))e  a  permanent  obstacle 
which  must  be  removed  before  such  a 
peace  can  be  concluded.  I  most  cordially 
support  both  parts  of  the  Amendment 
before  the  House.  I  consider  that  the 
Grovemment  have  culpably  failed  in  their 
duty  in  not  making  adequate  preparations 
for  this  very  serious  war,  and  uiat  they 
have  also  gn)ssly  failed  in  their  duty  by 
the  way  in  which  theaffairs  in  South  Africa 
have  been  conducted  from  1895  onwards. 
Although  it  is  improbable— impossible— 
that  this  Amendment  should  be  carried, 
still  I  am  perfectly  confident  that  if  it 
were  carried  it  would  be  the  best  thing 
for  this  country  and  the  best  thing 
for  South  Africa  —  not  because  those 
who  share  my  political  opinions  might 
come  into  power,  but  because  I  fimly 
believe  that  no  disasters  have  ever  com 
upon  this  country  to^raUel  those  whkh 
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have  been  brought  upon  it  by  the  present 
Government,  and  that  you  coidd  not  get 
a  body  of  men,  wherever  selected  from, 
who  could  bring  greater  disgrace  or 
greater  disaater  upon  the  State. 

*GoiA>NELBROOKFIELI)(Su88ex,Rye): 
Most  of  the  latter  part  of  the  spraoh  of 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  spoken 
dealt  with  what  are  now  rather  old  sub- 
jects of  controversy.  The  people  of  the 
country  at  the  present  moment  are 
chiefly  interested  in  the  events  of 
the  war,  and  not  the  causes  which 
brought  the  war  about.  They  go  further, 
and  are  mainly  interested  in  bringing  the 
war  to  an  honourable  and  satisfactory  con- 
olosion.  I  cannot  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
bcrin  thinking  that  the  public  or  any  )>ody 
(^people  except  the  enemiesof  this  country 
would  hail  with  satisfaction  a  change  of 
Government  at  die  present  time.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  possible  to 
admit  that  someone  should  be  held 
responsible  for  a  considerable  amount 
of  mismanagement,  and  I  frankly 
admit  that  the  difficulty  of  most  orators 
on  thi«  side  of  the  House  has  hitherto 
been  to  fix  this  particular  responsibility'. 
The  fact  that  we  have  had  to  strain 
every  nerve  and  go  to  the  very  last  of 
our  military  resources  to  face  a  stn^gle 
with  a  second  or  third  rate  Power  is  in 
itself  a  proof  that  we  are  not  prepared  to 
face  any  more  formidable  opponent, 
and  that  is  a  very  serious  national 
question.  The  Leader  of  the  House  has 
rather  narrowed  the  issue  lately  by  telling 
lis  frankly  that  the  War  Office  and  the 
Government  were  in  possession  of  infor- 
mation from  the  IntelliKence  Depart- 
ment. I  am  one  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
mait's  friends  who  were  considerably  dis- 
appointed with  the  speeches  he  made  at 
Manchester  a  short  tune  ago.  In  those 
speeches  he  appeared  to  be  endeavouring 
to  fasten  some  of  the  responsibility  for  the 
harl  information  he  possessed  on  his  friends 
in  this  House  who  were  in  the  habit  of 
criticising  the  War  Office^  ^nd  on  the  press. 
We  may  not  have  performed  a  very  useful 
part ;  but  one  thing  is  quite  certain,  that 
HI  season  and  out  of  season  ever  since  we 
have  been  in  existence  we  have  urged 
that  our  military  system  was  thorou^ly 
had  and  needed   radical  reform.  The 

right  hon.  Gentleman  asked,  when  had 


any  of  us  said  that  we  possessed  bad  field 
artillery  7  In  a  certain  sense  no  one  who 
knew  anything  about  the  army  could 
say  we  had  bad  field  artillery ;  it  is  the 
one  arm  of  which  we  have  always  had 
most  right  to  be  proud,  both  as  regards 
the  officers  and  men,  and,  for  that  matter, 
the  horses.  But  as  regards  its  organisa- 
tion, its  armament,  and  its  numbers,  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
Forest  of  Bean  has  often  called  attention 
to  the  suliject,  while  the  hon.  Member  for 
West  Belfast  has  done  the  same  ;  while  in 
a  formal  document  which  we  all  addresseil 
to  the  Prime  Minister  in  September, 
we  used  this  expression — 

"The  honte  and  Held  artillery  aliM>  liave 
been  reduced  to  a  condition  even  worse  than 
that  of  the  line." 

I  might  quote  extensively  from  this 
letter,  which  was  certainly  acknowledged, 
but  never,  as  far  as  I  know,  acted  upon. 
We  said  that  the  position  of  the  mili- 
tary forces  was  verj'  unsatisfactory,  and 
we  concluded  by  saying  that  we  were 
convinced  there  was  no  matter  of  greater 
importance  to  the  Empire  at  the  present 
moment.  With  regard  to  the  abstinence 
of  the  press  from  criticism  in  this  matter, 
it  must  have  been  news  to  the  readers  of 
The  Tinun,  the  Morning  Po»t,  and  the 
PtUl  Mall  Gfizettf  that  they  had  not  con- 
stantly ui^ed  a  complete  reform  of  our 
whole  military  systeuL  I  am  therefbreglad 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  helped  lU  to 
get  on  to  the  right  scent  as  to  where  the  re- 
sponsiliility  rests.     With  regard  to  the 

funs,  I  cannot  help  thinking  the  right 
on.  Gentleman  was  somewhat  confusing 
field  guns  and  guns  of  position.  All  we 
desired  to  have  were  guns  not  unequal  to 
cope  with  the  guns  to  be  brought 
against  them.  I  have  no  doubt  that  our 
guns  would  cope  with  similar  guns  if 
brought  against  them,  but  the  curious 
position  that  the  Intelligence  Department, 
or  rather  our  generals  aoroad,  had  to  deal 
with  was  in  having  to  bring  field  guns  to 
fight  guns  of  position.  With  regard  to 
the  matter  of  preparation,  I  confess  it 
would  have  taken  a  very  astute  Intelli- 
gence Officer  to  know  that  guns  of 
position  would  be  found  to  possess  so 
much  mobility  and  be  brought  into  action 
in  the  way  they  have  been.  It  was  no 
doubt  an  error  on  their  part,  but  I  think 
a  pardonable  error.  Toere  is  another 
factor  wUch  must  not  be  forgotten  in 
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talking  about  want  of  preparation,  and  that 
is  that  this  is  the  most  novel  kind  of 
warfare  that  history  can  record — I  mean 
that  magazine  rifles,  smokeless  powder, 
■and  things  of  that  sort  are  so  entirely  novel 
that  it  would  have  required  absolute 
prescifflice  to  know  what  their  precise 
effects  would  be.  But  the  right  hon. 
Oentlenui  has  said  that  Sir  John  Ardagh 
And  the  officers  under  him  had  practically 
warned  the  Government  or  the  War  Office 
of  all  that  they  knew  on  these  subjects. 
We  come  back  to  the  question  of  who 
is  responsible  for  the  various  avoidable 
mistakes  which  have  been  made,  and  not 
the  mistakes  which  everybody  else  would 
have  made.  Here  I  find  myself  once 
more  in  the  old  difficulty  when  criticising 
the  War  Office,  that  there  never  is  anyone 
to  attack.  There  is  a  deeply  rooted, 
chivalrous  tradition  in  official  life  in  this 
country  that  we  should  never  criticise 
subormnate  executive  officials,  but  surely 
the  due  maintenance  of  this  tradition  must 
depend  upon  one  primary  condition, 
namely  that  there  should  be  somebody 
else  to  take  the  responsibility  in  place  of 
the  subordinate  official.  It  is  the  War 
Office  alone  which,  of  late  years,  has 
tried  to  maintain  this  tradition,  and  at 
the  same  time  extend  it  to  everyone 
within  its  walls.  The  result  is  that,  no 
matter  how  badly  matters  fare  with -the 
British  Army,  or  what  scandals  take 
place,  no  one  is  to  blame  and  no  one  is 
held  to  be  responsible.  It  is  considered 
to  be  a  species  of  blasphemy  to  hint 
that  some  personages  connected  with  the 
War  Office  can  make  any  mistakes. 
There  is  an  old  maxim  of  our  constitution 
that  the  King  can  do  no  wrong,  but  the 
War  Office  have  extended  that  dictum  to  a 
very  inconvenient  extent.  Of  course  when 
we  nave  a  reformed  War  Office  chaiged 
with  the  duty  of  administering  a  great 
Imperial  Army,  it  will  be  fairer  to  appor- 
tion the  blame  when  blame  is  called  for, 
but  under  the  present  condition  of  things, 
when  both  the  Army  and  the  War  Office 
are  maintained  on  priticiples  that  have 
been  exploded  in  every  other  part  of 
the  world,  I  agree  with  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  who  spoke  earlier  in  the 
afternoon,  that  we  should  really  take  a 
wider  survey  of  the  matter,  and,  to  a 
tfreat  extent,  blame  ourselves.  The  system 
Hiat  has  to  be  administered  at  the  War 
Office  is  80  hopelessly  antiquated — and  in 
many  reqwcte  corrupt  and  th(m)ughly 
bad — that  it  must  be  almost  impossible 
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for  the  most  gifted  Miijiister  to  make  any- 
thing of  it ;  and  I  believe  that  until  the 
\  eople  at  large  make  the  discovery  that 
they  have  a  personal  interest  in  the  retire 
efficiency  of  the  War  Office  as  a  subject 
that  concerns  them,  we  are  not  likely  to 
have  amy  very  vigcnvus  lefonns.  Fw 
much  of  our  unpreparedness  at  Uie 
present  time  both  parties  in  the  State 
must  be  equally  blame^,  and  in  one 
respect  in  particular,  and  that  is  in  regard 
to  the  training  of  officers  in  high 
positions.  I  am  not  sure  that  Indian 
campaigns  and  the  experience  of  savage 
warfare  is  not  more  of  a  snare 
than  an  advantage  to  general  officers 
finding  themselves  for  the  first  time  con- 
fronted with  civilised  opponents  armed 
with  the  most  modem  weapons.  It  is 
quite  certain  there  is  no  peace  tiainin^ 
equal  to  the  holding  of  mancBUVres  ob  a 
large  scale;  and  when  I  remember  the  rwy 
grudging  way  in  which  the  Manoau\Te8 
Bill  was  introduced  at  all,  how  we  had  to 
beg  Ministers  to  proceed  with  it,  how  it 
was  mainied  and  mutilated  in  its  passage 
through  the  House,  and  how  after  it  was 
passed  it  was  only  put  in  force  once,  and 
then  in  a  most  timid  and  tentative  manner, 
I  say  that  the  Government  of  the  country 
and  Parliament,  and  especiall}'  those  who 
obstructed  the  Manoeuvres  Act,  are 
morally  to  blame  for  much  of  the  loss  erf 
life  that  has  taken  pbce  in  Soutii 
Africa.  I  could  prove  this  point  by  veiy 
close  argument  if  I  were  to  transgress  a 
rule  we  should  all  observe,  namely,  not  to 
presume  to  criticise  the  generals  now  in 
the  field.  I  think  I  can  prove  the  converse 
proposition,  that  where  manoeuvres  have 
been  possible  the  greatest  advantage  has 
accrued.  The  country  has  for  some  yean 
past  had  cavalry  manoeuvres,  not  on  a 
very  llu^  scale,  but  larger  than  usual. 
Anyone  acquainted  with  the  facts  will 
admit  that  it  was  in  these  exercises 
that  Colonel  French  —  now  Gteneral 
French — learned  those  lessons  which  he 
has  put  into  such  brilliant  pi-actice  in  the 
field.  There  are  many  other  items  of  un- 
preparedness to  which  I  might  have 
referred,  but  I  should  like  before  resum- 
ing my  seat  to  say  a  word  on  the  subject 
of  the  Imperial  Yeoftianry.  Part  of  our 
want  of  preparation  has  been  in  regard  to 
mounted  infantry,  a  new  arm  about 
which  in  the  public  mind  considerable 
misapprehension  exists.  I  think  the  de- 
cision to  form  this  mounted  infantr}*  wit 
of  any  rough-and-ready  materiat  that  firat 
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presented  itseK,  and  to  form  a  nucleus 
out  of  the  lunk  and  file  of  the  Yeomanry 
waa   a    wise    one  ;   but    I  consider 
the  subsequent  proceedings  in  raising 
this  force  of  mounted  inmntry  showed 
either  carelessness  or  unacquaintance  with 
the  subject  on  the  part  of  someone.  I 
note  especially  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the 
oigamsatiou  and  all  the  duties  connected 
with  the  enrolment  have  been  entrusted 
entirely  to  Yeomanry  officers.    The  true 
cavalry  spirit  which  distinguishes  men 
like  Lord  Chesham,  Viscount  Valentia, 
Lord  Harris,  and  no  doubt  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  is  just  the  spirit 
that  is  not  wanted  for  mounted  in- 
fantry, and  I  ask  my  military  friends 
who  are  well  acquainted  with  this  sub- 
ject whether  it  is  not  true  that  mounted 
infantry  is  in  many  respects  as  unlike 
ca^-alry  as  it  can  possibly  be  t  The 
horse  in  this  case  simply  means  loco- 
motion, and  the  man  is  to  become  an 
infantry  soldier  when  he  gets  to  the  place 
where  fae  is  wanted.    Therefore  it  is  a 
matter  for  serious  criticism  that  this  en- 
rolment— by  no  means  unconnected  with 
a  certain  amount  of  jobbery — has  been 
entirely  entrusted  to  amateur  cavalry 
ofBcere.     There  have  been  many  in- 
cidents connected   with  it  which  are 
not  calculated  to  improve  the  spirit  and 
increase  the  respect  of  those  who  have 
heen  enrolled  for  our  military  system  to 
start  with — I  allude  more  particiUarly  to 
the  qualifications  that  have  been  exacted 
for  shooting.    I  think  it  will  hardly  lie 
bdieved  that  in  selecting  this  mounted 
in&mtry  for  work  in  the  war  volunteers 
who  come  with  certificates  of  marksman- 
ship with  the  long  lifle,  which  is  what  they 
will  have  to  use  against  the  enemy,  are 
rejected  because  they  fail  to  qualify  with 
the  short  cavalrj*  carbine.    This  is  only 
one  instance  of  the  sort  of  blundering 
which  takes  place  eveiy  day  imder  our 
existing  system.    I  know  the  House  is 
anxious   to   hear  far  more  important 
speakers,  but  I  should  like  to  say  before 
ottiog  down  that  it  is  possible  to  hold 
the  rather  strong  views  which  I  have 
partly  expressed  and  at  the  same  time 
not  agree  with  the  Opposition  in  their 
desire  to  defeat  the  present  Government. 
I  agree  with  many  of  the  premisses  that 
gentlemen  opposite  ha^  e  brought  forward, 
mt  I  disagree  with  their  main  conclusion. 
I  do  not  Imow  who  the  particular  Minister 
is  whom  diey  think  the  Queen  and  the 
countiy  and  millions  of  our  loyal  colonists 


would  look  to  Mrith  any  confidence  at  the 
present  moment  to  take  up  the  present 

chaotic  position  of  affairs.  There  is  an 
old  proverb  about  swapping  horses  while 
crossing  the  stream,  which  has  great 
application  at  the  present  time.  When 
the  war  is  over  it  will  be  our  dutj-  to 
raise  a  very  serious  discussion  upon  the 
whole  of  our  military  system.  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  too  sanguine  to  ex- 
press the  hope  that,  out  of  all  this 
materifd  we  have  seen  lor  the  first  time 
in  the  Colonial  troops  and  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry,  who  have  come  forward 
^vith  such  splendid  spirit,  it  will  be 
possible  to  weld  some  sort  of  homo- 
geneous reserve  for  th  j  future.  At  any 
rate,  the  Secretary  of  State  will  have  an 
unrivalled  opportunity  of  doing  some- 
thing of  the  kind  if  he  is  a  man  of 
common  sense  and  reasonable  ambition. 
I  believe  that  whatever  Government  are 
in  power  they  will  find  not  only  that 
vital  changes  are  necessary,  but  that  the 
people  are  quite  ready  to  take  their 
personal  share  in  them ;  and  I  believe  that 
this  want  of  preparation,  which  cannot  be 
altogether  denied  at  the  present  time, 
may  prove  in  the  end  the  means  of  our 
being  prepared  for  far  more  serious 
struggles  that  may  still  be  before  us. 


Sir  K.  T.  REID  (Dumfries  Burghs): 
It  is  not  my  intention  to  follow  the  hon. 
and  gallant  Gentleman  in  his  criticism  of 
the  military  aspect  of  the  present  situa- 
tion, although  I  think  any  man  who  loves 
his  country  must  feel  very  grave  mis- 
givings in  regard  to  our  military  posi- 
tion, and  oonsidfflable  regret  that  there 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  adequate 
sense  in  the  Government  of  the  gravity 
of  the  situation  with  which  we  are.  eon- 
fronted.  I  wish  to  speak  upon  the  causes 
of  this  war  and  its  political  surroundings. 
I  believe  that  the  Government  is  respon- 
sible, because  of  its  recklessness,  want  of 
jud^nent,  and  I  must  also  add  its  want  of 
straightforwardness,  for  on&  of  the  most 
diflScult  positions  in  which  this  country  has 
found  itself  in  the  course  of  the  last  hun- 
dred years.  It  is  perfectly  true  that,  in  a 
military  sense,  this  war  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  invasion  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions,  and  I  for  one  do  not  think  it 
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possible  to  ask  thiit  the  war  should  be 
stopped  so  long  as  enemies  occupy  Her 
Majesty's  dominion?.    But  T  think  we 
ought    to  recognise   other   causes  of 
the  war  beside  the  proximate  and  imme- 
diate causes.    Strat^'cally  I  >fuppo8e  the 
Boers  were  justified  in  what  they  did. 
I  believe,  however,  that  history  will  con- 
demn them  for  taking  the  initiative,  Iw- 
cause  so  weak  and  absurd  is  the  case  for 
war  between  t«'o  civilised  nations  that  if 
Parliament  had  hafl  an  opportunity  of 
considering  these  grievances  I  do  not 
believe  that    Parliament    would  have 
sanctioned  the  commencement  of  hostili- 
ties.   I  feel  myself  that  it  is  necessary  for 
us  to  speak  upon  these  subjects.    I  know 
perfectly  well  that  the  newspaper  press- 
part  of  which,  I  think,  is  very  likely  cor- 
nipt— fdter  spending  about  three  months 
in   attacking    and  vilifying  everyone 
opposed  to  the  war,  immediately  before 
the  opening  of  Parliament  endeavoured 
to  make  out  that  it  would  be  a  most  un- 
patriotic  act  to  hold  the  Government 
responsible.    If  it  is  merely  ii  question  of 
submitting  to  the  charge  of  want  of 
patriotism  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Plymouth  in  what  he  said  some  little 
time  ago  when   JVw  Tinges  newspaper 
attacked  him  for  being  unpatriotic  and 
cowardly.    But  we  shall  have  to  consider 
— and  very  soon,  I  tnist — the  question  of 
the  settlement  of  this  terrible  war  with 
the  Transvaal,  and  if  we  think  that  this 
war  is  an  absolutely  wanton,  unpro- 
voked, and  vicious  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  two  Boer  Republics  to  break  down 
the  authority  of  Great  Britain,  we  should 
take  a  different  view  of  what  ought  to  be 
the  settlement  in  that  case  from  the  view 
we  should  take  if  we  believed,  as  I  believe, 
that  Her  Majesty's  Government  are,  in 
the  ultimate  sense,  responsible  for  this 
war.    I  should  be  a  coward  if  I  did  not 
state  openly  what  I  believe  is  the  real 
cause  of  this  war.    The  real  cause  of  the 
war  is  a  misunderstanding  between  two 
nations,  fostered  by  the  wickedness  and 
folly  of  two  men,  and  supported  and 
made  possible  by  the  \'iolence  of  the  press 
and  by  the  lies  which  the  press  has  been 
circulating.  .  So  far  as  the  inhabitants  of 
the  two  South  African  KepnbUca  are  con- 
cerned they  have  been  for  years  possessed 
by  the  gravest  suspicion  of  the  intentions 
of  Her  Majesty's  Qovemment  towards 
them.    If  we  could  penetrate  what  are 
the  real  innermost  counsels  of  those  who 
are  our  enemies,  what  do  wfe  suppose 
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they  think  and  believe  they  are  fighting 
for  to-day  1   The  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury in  one  of  his  speeches  stated  that 
the  Boers  were  making  a  bold  bid  for 
empire,  and  that  there  has  been  existing 
a  conspiracy  in  South  Africa  anuMig 
the  Dutch  of  Cu)e  Colony  and  the  two 
Republics  for    I    do  not  know  how 
many  years  to  drive  the  British  into  the 
sea,  and  thus  gratify  their  own  ambition. 
I  should  like  to  examine  that  statement 
if  I  may,  and  if  the  House  will  allow  me 
I  will  endeavom*  to  do  so.    ^VTiat  is  the 
character  of  this  ambitious  scheme  t  The 
Boers  are  not  a  type  of  people  likely  to 
be  fascinated  by  the  glitter  of  militaiy 
enterprise.    They  arc  not  soldiers,  and 
they  number  in  the  Truisvaal  about 
30,000  men,  mostly  peasants  and  farmera. 
They  consist  of  persons  between  siKteen 
and  sixty  years  of  age.    That  is  not  the 
kind  of  people  you  woidd  expect  to  find  pos- 
sessing a  great  army  and  anxious  to  found 
an  empire.  We  have  had  evidences  of  their 
friendliness  even  since  the  Jameson  raid, 
for  when   we  were  in   difficulties  in 
Rhodesia  they  offered  to  send  a  commando 
for  the  purpose  of  assisting  Her  Majesty's 
forces.    After  the  Jameson  raid  they  en- 
deavoured to  prevail  upon  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  cancel  the  Charter,  and 
place  under  the  stronger  and  finutf^ 
Imperial   authority  the  whde  of  the 
territory  called  Rhodeaa.     After  the 
Hague  Conference  we   oueht   not  to 
forget   that   the   Blue-books  are  full 
of  the  most  persistent  and  passionate 
appeals    for    arbitration    upon  points 
of   difference,    appeals    which  cannot 
but  haA  c  been  smcere,  as  they  were 
constantly    repeated  ;     and     I  say 
it   is    idle    after    that    to  suggest, 
without    a     fragment     of  e\'ideDce, 
that  these  men  have  been  animated  by  an 
ambition  to  drive  us  out  of  South  Africa. 
The  Free  Staters  were  also  supposed  to 
l)e  parties  to  this  newly-discovered  oofr 
spiracy.    They  have  l>een  our  friends  for 
years,  and    no  one  has   made  more 
strenuous  effoi  ts  for  peace  than  President 
Steyn.    Not  only  this,  but  when  Mr. 
Reitz,  who  is  now  the  State  Secretary  of 
the  Transvaal,  was  President  of  the  Onuige 
Vree  State  not  many  years  ago,  he  refusM 
to  accept  the  presidenoy  until  he  had  ascn*- 
tained  that  an  Englishnum — Sir  George 
Grey — was  unwilhngto  accept  the  pneiticHi 
which  would  have  men  Mrilhngly  given  to 
him  by  those  who  are  now  suppoMd  to  be 
a  conspiring  State.    I  grant  that  there  is 
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considerable  danger  of  the  Colonial  Vatch 
being  driven  into  a  conspiracy.    But  was 
there  any  conspiracy  among  them  before 
this  war  broke  out  T   In  1895  they  were 
willing  to  pay  one-half  the  cost  of  the 
war  waged  by  this  country  against  the 
Tmnavaal.    In  1897  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
wrote  a  despatch  upon  the  occasion  of 
Her  Majesty  8  Jubilee,  in  which  he  dwelt 
with  emphasis  upon  the  loyalty  of  the 
Dutch  in  Cape  Colony  as  wwl  as  those  of 
British  descent,  and'in  May,  1899,  the 
right  hon.  Glentleman  who  is  now  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  made  an  excel- 
lent speech,  in  which  he  pointed  with 
If^timate  pride  and  enthusiasm  to  the 
loyalty  of  the  Dutch  in  Cape  Colony,  who 
were  then  in  a  majority,  as  they  now  are, 
in  the  Cape  Parliament    I  will  only 
remind  the  House  of  the  reasons  which 
justified  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
in  making  this  statement  seven  months 
ago.    This  disloyal  State  made  a  grant  of 
£30,000  a  year  in  1898  to  support  the 
Imperial  Navy,  and  handed  over  Simons 
Bay  for  the  benefit  of  Her  Majesty's 
fon»s.    That  sounds  rather  an  improbable 
preface  to  a  tale  of  conspiracy.  There 
bare  been  many  Blue-booka  published  in 
reference  to  South  Africa,  ana  there  have 
been  many  occasions  on  which  we  have 
had  differences  about  South  Africa.  The 
Colonial  Secretair  has  told  us  that  we 
have  been  on  the  veree  of  war  four 
times  within  a  small  nuimMr  of  years,  but 
you  will  not  find  in  all  the  Blue-books  a 
single  trace  of  evidence  or  the  expression 
of  opinion  on  the  part  of  any  person  con- 
versant with  Soutn  Africa  contending  for 
the  existence  of  any  such  design,  with  the 
solitary  exception  of  a  most  unfortunate 
and  ill-advised  passage  in  Sir  Alfred 
Milner's  despatch  of  the  4th  May,  1899. 
More  than  that,  there  has  been  debate 
after  debate  in  this  House,  and  speech 
after  speech  made  on  critical  occasions 
rehiting   to  South  Africa  during  the 
last  ten  or  twelve  years,  and  there 
has  never   been,   that   I  know  of,  a 
aingle   public   speaker,   responsible  or 
irresponsible,  who  ever  dreamt  of  the 
existence  of  this  conspiracy  until  this  war 
broke  out;  and  even  those  who  support  the 
Grovemment  feel  that  they  are  not  able 
to  justify  the  policy  which  led  to  this  war 
by  taking  refuge  in  this  pitiable  fable.  It 
is  said  sometimes  that  the  armaments  of 
the  Boers  are  evidence  of  this  conspiracy. 
I  am  not  gCHi^  to  inflict  upon  the  House 
any  cuefw  cakolation,  and  I  will  only  tell 


them  what  the  figures  were  for  tho  year» 
1893  to  1898,  in  thousands,  of  the  expendi- 
ture by  the  Transvaal  upon  their  Army. 


Sir  RICHARD  WEBSTER:  The  pul^ 
lished  figures  ? 

Sir  K.  T.  BEID  :  Yes.  I  suppose  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  knows  the  private 
figures.  But  what  is  the  eWdence  of  the 
private  figures  t  Are  we  to  be  left  to- 
conjecture  upon  this  private  expenditure  t 
I  have  not  myself  the  other  figures,  but  I 
will  take  care  that  they  are  put  l)efore 
the  House  Wore  the  deljate  is 
finished);  but  allow  me  now  to  put 
these  figures  before  the  House  : 
In  1893  the  expenditure  was  X17,000  : 
in  1894,  X28,000;  in  1895,  X87,000,and 
that  was  the  year  of  the  Drifts  Question, 
the  year  of  the  Johannesburg  revolution, 
and  the  year  at  the  end  of  which  was  the 
Jameson  raid.  In  1896,  the  expenditure  • 
was  £494,000 ;  in  1897.  £396,000,  and  in 
the  firet  nine  months  of  1898  it  was 
£163,000.  The  supposed  policy  of 
driving  tho  British  into  the  sea  is 
I  a  myth,  an  invention  fabricated  for 
the  piu-pose  of  excusing  the  conse- 
quences of  the  fatal  policy  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  have  pursued  for 
the  last  four  or  fi\-e  years.  The  Boers 
are  fighting  under  the  influence  of  one  of 
the  most  powerful  feelings  which  can 
animate  human  nature ;  they  are  fighting, 
as  they  believe,  to  save  their  eountrj'  from 
foreign  domination,  and  if  any  man 
wonders  at  their  military  success  and 
their  military  prowess  he  has  only  to  look 
back  upon  the  history  of  Scothind,  or 
Switzerland,  or  Holland,  or  the  United 
States,  and  there  he  will  find  what 
is  the  true  value  of  the  stimulus  of 
patriotism.  My  charge  against  the 
Government  is,  that  by  their  policy  since 
their  advent  to  office  they  have  stimu- 
lated and  inflamed  the  alarm  and 
suspicion  of  the  Boers.  Let  me  try  and 
examine  the  facts  in  connection  with  that. 
The  House  well  knows  that  the  Boers  have 
always  been  almost  fanatically  jealous  of 
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their  independence.  Thdr  indepcudence 
was  bestowed  upon  th«n  in  1852,  aad 
twenty- five  years  itfterwards  their  county 
was  invaded  and  annexation  took  place  in 

■defiance  of  the  Sand  River  Convention,  in 
1877.  It  was  then  discovered  that  that 
jinnexation  bad  taken  place,  as  I  believe 
it  did  take  place,  under  a  misapprehension 
of  the  true  desires  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  Transvaal.  Then,  in  1881  and  1884 
4iheir  independence  was  restored ;  they 
were  subject  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Convention  of  1884,  but  their  internal 
iudependence  was  restored.  It  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  after  the  violation 
of  tho  Sand  River  Convention  in  1877 
they  should  be  jealous  and  suspicious  in 
the  highest  degree  of  the  intentions  of  the 
Government  of  a  country  which  after  all 
was  6,000  miles  away,  and  comparatively 
little  known  to  an  ignorant  populatiorL 
It  was  upon  this  soil  that  the  policy  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  since  1895 
fell.  What  was  the  first  thing  that  hap- 
pened ?  Within  six  months  of  the  advent 
to  office  <rf  Her  Majesty's  present  advisers 
the  Jameson  raid  occurred.  Now,  there 
is  no  man  in  this  House — I.  do  not  think 
t;here  is  a  man  out  of  it— who  does  not 
now  admit  that  the  Juneson  raid  was  a 
wicked  and  contemptible  act.  It  was 
Ml  act,  the  wickedness  of  which  we 
appreciate  the  less — singularly  enough— 
because  of  the  sui^x)sed  weakness  of 
the  State  which  was  invaded.  If  we 
■could  conceive  400  or  500  British 
subjects  actuall}'-  making  a  raid  upon 
Oermaii  or  French  territory,  and  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  should  expect 
that  they  should  escape  punishment  at 
the  hands  of  the  (}ovemment  whose  terri- 
tory was  invaded,  we  may  be  able  to 
imagine  the  effect  of  the  outrage  on  the 
people  of  the  Transvaal.  The  raid  cer- 
tainly contributed  very  largely  in  itself 
to  increase  the  suspicious  temperament  of 
the  Boer  population.  I  believe  every 
Dutchman  in  South  Africa,  and  a  very 
lar»e  number  of  persons  on  the  continent 
of  Europe,  whether  rightly  or  wrongly, 
believe  tbat  the  raid  was  organised  with 
the  complicity  of  the  Colonul  Secretary. 
We  are  not  entitled  to  accept  suqticion 
for  proof,  nor  are  we  entitled  to  accuse 
where  our  duty  really  is  to  inquire ;  but 
it  cannot  be  forgotten  that  this  dis- 
.graceful  raid  was  followed  by  a  Com- 
mittee of  Inquiry,  which  I  say,  in  the 
face  of  the  House,  was  a  scandal  to  tho 
House  of  Commons,  dishonouring  to  the 

Sir  B.  T.  Ileitl 


House,  and  dishonouring  to  Uie  country. 
Wliat  were  the  circumstances  ¥    It  was  a 
CcnnmittiBe  appointed  after  a  promise 
given  in  Her  Alajesty's  gracious  Speedi 
m>m  the  Throne  in  1896  that  there  should 
be  a  full  inquiry.    When  the  question 
came  before  the  Committee  we  all  know 
that  there  were  telegrams  which  were  not 
produced,   nor    was    Mr.  Hawkeslev 
compelled    to  produce   them.  What 
was  still  more  important,  Mr.  Hawke«- 
ley's    cross-examination    was  stopped. 
Lord  Grey  was  not  called,  and  Mr.  Rtither- 
foord  Harris  was  not  called  back.  1 
forbear  from  further  comment  upon  this 
Committee,  because  I  believe  if  you  speak 
privately  to  any  gentleman,  and  if  he  wiU 
candidly  tell  you  his  thoughts,  he  will  say 
there  is  a  cloud  over  that  transaction 
which  ought  to  be  cleared  away.  The 
inquiry  was  followed   by  the  Colonial 
Secretary  actually  making  a  speech  in 
this  House  at  the  close  of  the  debate 
which  took  place  on  the  Report  of  the 
Committee,  in  which  he  said  that  Mr. 
Rhodes  had  done  nothing  inconsistwit 
with  the  conduct  of  a  man  d  honour. 
This  was  said  of  Mr.  Rhodes  who  had 
deceived  his  colleagues  in  the  Ministry  at 
the  Cape,  who  had  not  communicated 
to  the  Governor  the  intelligence  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  communicate,  and  who 
had  used  information  and  telegrams  from 
England  for  the  purpose  of  misleading  a 
number  of  youn^  men  into  believing  that 
they  were  actmg  with    the  Queen's 
authority.    I  am  dealing  with  this  as  a 
matter  that  created  su^cion  in  the  minds 
of  the  people  and  the  Government  of  the 
Transvaal.     It  is  within  everybodys 
knowledge  that  nothing  contributed  so 
much  to  shake  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  Transvaal  Groveniment  in  its  dealings 
with  Her  Majesty's  Government  as  these 
most  unfortunate  episodes,  and  for  my 
•part  I  wish  to  say  that  I  believe  it  is  the 
duty  of  this  House  now  to  take  up  the 
broken  thread  of  that  inquiry,  and,  luiving 
regard  to  the  general  diso^dit  which  I 
am  sorry  to  say  has  been  created  by 
those   incidents  upon   the  continrat 
of  Europe,  as  w^  as  in  this  country,  to 
pursue  that  inquiry  to  its  final  and  nlti* 
mate  conclusion.    What  was  the  next 
incident  which  contributed  to  the  sus- 
mcion  in  the  minds  of  the  Transvaal 
Government  1  It  was  when  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secretary,  for  the 
first  time  since  the  Convention  of  1884, 
claimed  in  1897  suzerainty  over  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


213       Address  in  Ansae)- tv       {31  January  1900}       Uu;  Queen's  Speech.  2H 


TnnsraaL    The  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Plymouth — whose 
conduct  and  courage  in  this  business  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten — has  stated  that 
after  the  communications  that  took  place 
in  1884  it  was  against  the  national  good 
faith  to  claim  that  suzerainty.    I  agree 
with  him.    I  do  not  think  anyone  can 
read  those  Papers  with  an  impartial  mind 
without  seeing  that  it  was  the  intention 
not  to  maintaiu  the  snsserainty,  and  that 
internal    self-goremment    subject  to 
Article  4,  and  it  may  be  to  Article  1 4,  of 
the  Convention  of  1 884    was  to  be 
bestowed  on  the  Transvaal.    I  think  Sir 
Alfred   Milner  was  perfectly  right  in 
daying    that    suzerainty    was  a  mere 
et^nnological  qjestion,  and  that  the  real 
importance  lay  in  the  adherence  of  both 
sides  to  the  articles  of  the  ConvenUon 
itself.    That  is  true.   What  is  claimed 
under  the  suzerainty'?    I  will  not  say 
under  the  suzerainty  itself,  because  if  you 
pursue  it  through  the  Blue-books  you 
will  fiiid  sometimes  the  word  "suzerainty," 
sometimes  the  phrase  "  position  of  para- 
mount power,"  then  an  appeal  to  "  the 
letter  of  the  Convention,  "elsewhere  a  state- 
ment that  this,  that,  or  the  other  provision 
is  outside  the  "  spirit  of  the  Convention." 
It  is  a  general,  vague,  i  intangible  daim,  and 
if  we  want  to  measure  the  degree  of  alarm 
that  was  created  under  it^  we  wUl  have  to 
f(dk>w  the  different  claims  put  forwud  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  regard  to  various 
acts  of  l^^lation  by    uie  Transvaal 
Government  during  the  period  generally 
from  1896  down  to  1899.    I  do  not  state 
the  Acts  in  order,  but  I  will  take  them 
one  by  one,  as  it  does  not  matter  in 
what  year  they  were   passed.  The 
Transvaal  Government  passed  an  Act 
agunst   the  immigration  of  aliens;  it 
was    an    Act    very  similar   to  Acts 
existii^  in  the  United  States  and  other 
countries.     Her  Majesty's  Government 
eom[dained  of  it  as  being  contrary  to  the. 
rights  erf  Great  Britain.   Another  Act 
was  the  Aliens  Expulsion  Act.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  protested  against 
that  Act  also,  which  was  one  to  enable 
the  Government  of  the  Transvaal  to  expel 
persons  whose  presence  was  against  the 
interests  of  peace  and  order.    Then  there 
was  an  Act  passed  to  enable  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Transvaal  to  suppress  news- 
papers. .  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  pro- 
tested against  that.     Her  Majesty's 
Government  next  claimed  that  the  dyna- 
mite monopoly — which,  after  all,  merely 
determined  the  question  whether  dynamite 


should  be  sold  in  Johannesburg  at  85s.  or 
42b. — was  an  infringement  of  the  rights 
existing  between  the  Transvaal  and  Her 
Majesty's   Government.     The  Colonial 
Secretary  f urthercriticised  and  complained 
of  the  methods  and  incidence  of  taxation  in 
the  Transvaal,  and  finally  he  complained 
that  the  law  as  regards  pdges — whicb 
was    altered,   I    think,  m  1898 — was 
contrary   to   justice,    and  contended 
that   that  was  a  matter  which  Her 
Majesty's  Government  had  a  right  to 
complain  of.     I  am  not  going  to  enter 
upon  a  discussion  of  that  law  now, 
because  I  want  to  spare  the  time  of  the 
House.     I  will  assume  that  the  law  of 
1898  simply  repealed  decisions  given  by 
the  judges  in  the  previous  year  axoL 
restored  the  condition  (rf  the  law  which 
had  existed  from  the  very  commencement 
of  the  Transvaal  Republic  and  which  bad 
been  supported  by  the  authority  of  all 
the  courts  there  until  ihe  previous  twelve 
months.    I  am  not  going  to  enter  upon 
the  merits  of  these  laws  ;  I  believe  that 
in  some  instances  they  were  illiberal  and 
narrow-minded,  and  not  such     as  a 
thoroughly     enlightened  Government 
would  be  likely  to  pass.    But  that  is  not 
the  point.     In  the  case  of  hardly  one  of 
these  laws  was  it  eveti  suggested  that 
there  was  any  oppressive  use  made  of 
them  in  fact  as  against  British  subjects. 
They  were  not  liberal,  but  still  they  were 
within  the  right  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment to  pass,  and  the  position  which  the 
Transvaal  Goveniment  took  up  in  respect 
of  them  was  that  they  were  perfectly 
prepared  to  receive  hints  or  friendly  sug- 
gestions, but  that  they  disputed  the  con- 
stitutional authority  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  insist  upon  the  repeal  of 
these  laws.    Now  I  want  to  ask  what 
was  the  effect  of  these  constant  inter- 
positions upon  men  who  were  already 
perhaps  legitimately  suspicious  of  the 
intentions  of  Her  Majest^s  Government 
in  re^pard  to  their  independence  1  When  we 
claimed  that  we  were  at  liberty  to  complain 
of  laws  relating  to  people  coming  into 
the  country,  of  laws  relating  to  their  being 
expelled  for  violating  peace  and  order  ; 
that  we  had  the  right  to  interfere  with 
their  press  laws ;  that  we  might  complain 
of  such  things  as  a  dynamite  monopoly, 
and  that  we  were  at  liberty  to  criticise 
taxation,  and  have  our  criticism  attended 
to,  how  much  of  local  independence  was 
left  1   Try  and  compare  the  position  put 
forward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies  with  regard  to 
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the  Transvaal  Government,  with  claims 
th»t  he  would  make  in  regard  to  any  self- 
governing  colony  of  our  own.  I  might 
«dd  that  he  also  claimed  to  interfere  in 
the  matter  of  education.  Would  he 
interfere  with  Canada  with  reference  to  a 
dynamite  monopoly,  or  education,  or  hiws 
rdating  to  jud^  t  If  Canada  passed 
any  lav  relating  to  any  of  these 
matters  it  would  come  before  the  Colonial 
Office,  and  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
would  not  object  to  it.  The  constitu- 
tional claims  of  the  Colonial  Secretary 
were  so  extensive  that  he  lifted  suzerainty 
to  something  more  powerful  than  sover- 
eignty itself.  After  that,  in  the  year 
1898,  practically  for  the  first  time,  the 
olaim  of  personal  grievances  on  the  part 
of  the  Uitlandera  was  put  forward.  They 
■were  never  heard  of  until  a  comparatively 
late  stage  in  this  unhappy  controversy. 
I  am  perfectly  a^^reed  that  if  there  is 
oppression  of  British  subjects  in  any 
foreign  State  there  is  unquestion- 
ably a  right  of  remonstrance  and 
interference  on  the  part  of  the  Grovern- 
ment.  The  constitutional  ground  of  that 
<;laim  is  indisputable.  I  do  not  wish  to 
enter  upon  those  grievances,  but  I  wotild 
ask  the  House  to  allow  me  to  state  my 
own  impressions  and  conclusions,  after  a 
very  careful  study  of  the  Blue-books.  I 
think  there  has  been  gross  exaggeration 
in  the  statement  of  those  grievances  and 
in  the  nature  of  the  ill-usage  of  British 
subjects.  The  police,  or  some  of  them, 
were  quite  possibly  corrupt ;  they  were 
rough  in  their  usage  and  treatment  of 
coloured  British  subjects,  but  as  regards 
white  British  subject^  there  are,  I  tnink, 
•only  two  cases  mentioned  in  the  Blue- 
books.  One  WHS  the  case  of  Mrs, 
Applebee,  who  was  J>rutally  murdered. 
It  was  not  suggested  that  she  was 
murdered  by  the  police ;  the  only  fault  of 
the  police  was  that  they  eould  not  dis- 
cover the  culprit.  The  other  was  the 
notorious  case  erf  Mr.  Edgar.  I  know 
that  this  subject  has  been  already  dis- 
cussed in  the  House,  and  I  can  only  say, 
-after  having  studied  the  evidence,  that  so 
far  as  a  man  can  judge  of  evidence  who 
has  not  heard  it  given,  the  choice  of  the 
jury  in  that  case  was  between  a  verdict  of 
manslaughter  and  a  verdict  of  acquittal. 
If  a  verdict  of  manslaughter  had  been 

fiven,  and  three  months  imprisonment 
ad  been  inflicted,  it  would  have  been  a 
finding  warranted  by  the  evidence,  but  I 
nuist  say  also  that  the  finding  arrived  at 
by  the  jury   was  warranted  by  the 
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evidence.  There  was  one  meeting  broken 
up  ;  it  was  a  disgraceful  case,  and  as  far 
as  one  can  judge  it  was  connived  at  hy 
some  of  the  minor  officials  of  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  and  by  the  police.  No 
one  was  seriously  injured,  however,  and 
it  must  be  observed  that  scores  of  meet- 
ings were  held  after  that  wiUiout  tiie 
slightest  interference.    That  caae,  there- 
fore, must  l>e  regarded  as  an  isolated  one. 
A  matter  in  which  decided  and  strong 
representations  would  naturally  be  made 
was  the  case  of  the  emploj^ent  of  affftUx 
provocatetfrs  in  the  prosecution  of  two  or 
three  men    in    Johannesburg,  against 
w^hom,  however,  the  charge  was  not  pro- 
ceeded with,  although  I  think  the  pro- 
ceedings were  very  bad,  and  the  practice 
was,  of  course,  scandalous.    I  must  leave 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  read  the  Papefs 
to  form  th«r  own  opinions  upon  these 
cases,  but  I  must  say  that  the  violence  of 
the  denunciations  that  were  indulged  in 
by  the  press  in  the  autumn  of  last  rear 
for  the  purpose  of  inflaming  the  people  of 
this  country  into  sympathy  with  the  sup- 
posed oppression  of  their  fellow-subjects 
in  Johannesburg,  to  my  mind  redouiided 
to  the  dishonour  of  the  journals  which 
stooped  to  it.     Now  let  me  say  a  few 
words  with  regard  to  the  last  stage  of  the 
proceedings.    There  was  a  Conference  at 
Bloemfontein  at  which  President  Kn^er 
earnestly  pressed  that  all  eubjecte  of  differ- 
ence between  Her  Majesty's  Government 
and  his  Government  should  be  entered 
upon.   That  was  refused.   It  was  refused, 
rightly  or  wrongly,  as  a  matter  of  policy  ; 
I  do  not  wish  to  express  an  opinion  on 
the  matter,  but  it  was  considered  that 
until  the  franchise  question  was  settled  it 
was  unnecessary  or  useless  to  enter  upon 
these  other  considerations.      It  is  un- 
necessary   for    me    to    enter  upon 
that  now.    It  has  been  discussed  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Plymouth, 
and  also  by  the  right    hon.  *  Gentle- 
man  the    Member   for   Bodmin,  and 
the    House    is    in    full    possession  of 
all  that  can   be  said  on   the  sultject. 
In  the  month  of  August,  1 899,  the 
Colonial  Secretary  and  the  Transvaal 
Government  were  \ery  close  together. 
Indeed,  it  was  rnily  a  misunderstanding 
apparently  on  the  part  of  the  Transvaal 
Government  of  the  terms  and  intentions 
of  a  dispatch  of  the  right  hon.  (Tentleman 
which  prevented  an  accommodation  l>eing 
arrived  at.     But  all  this  time  Her 
Majesty's  Government  wQceeded  to  pour 
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troops  into  the  country  ;  iind  while  I  do 
not  at  all  think  myself  that  there  was  any 
moral  justification  for  the  conduct  of  the 
Boer  Government  in  commencing  the  war 
— for  I  believe  that  if  Parliament  had  been 
allowed  to  meet  there  wonhl  have  been 
no  war — still,  what  can  you  say  of  the 
wisdom  and  the  statesmanship  of  those 
who  on  the  one  hand  were  carrying  on 
u^otiations  for  a  franchise  settlement,  and 
who  knew  well  that*thcy  were  within 
arm's  length  of  one  another,  and  who  at  the 
same  time  were  arousing  the  natural 
mispicions  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
Transvaal  (Tovernment  I)y  pouring  troops 
into  South  Africa  ?    I  know  that  blame 
had  been  laid  by  some  speakers  upon  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Kxchequer  for  not  sup- 
plying enough  money  to  send  sufficient 
troops  to  South  Africa.    All  I  can  saj'  is 
that  I  most  heartily  wish  that  the  Chan- 


just  as,  in  the  same  way,  if  you  throw 
a  guinea  into  water  twenty  fathoms  deep 
it  may  be  possible  to  recover  it  by 
applying  all  the  resources  of  civilisation. 
But  what  is  the  cost  I  The  cost  in  men 
would  1)C  enonnous  in  a  country  like 
that,  at  a  vast  distance  from  your  base. 
I  cannot  help  thinking  that  some  little 
reflection  may  well  be  indulged  in 
before  endorsing  a  policy  of  that  kind 
from  a  practical  point  of  view.  We 
are  not  the  only  country  in  Europe, 
and  we  have  not  jot  too  mahy  friends  on 
the  continent  of  Europe.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  there  are  many  nations  who 
would  look  with  sympathy  or  favour 
upon  the  endeavour  to  annihilate  the  in- 
dependence of  these  two  numerically 
small  States.  And  « hat  would  follow  ? 
The  war  must  necessarily  mean,  if  it 
has  I>een  successful,  the  destruction  of 


«eUor  of  the  Exchequer  had  l>een  able,  by  ,  about    one  -  half   of    the   mate  adult 


K-ithholding  the  money,  to  prevent  the 
sending  out  of  a  single  soldier,  beoause  I 
am  convinced  that  had  it  not  hoeu  for  the 
sending  of  these  troops  into  South  Africa 
peace  would  have  l>een  presen'ed.  It 
WAS  the  fatal  persuasion  of  the  (lovem- 
ment  that  the  policy  of  menace  and 
brag  would  succeed,  that  was  the 
real  cause  which  led  to  the  deplorable 
position  in  which  we  now  find  ourselves. 
And  what  are  the  consequences  ?  Some 
of  the  consequences  which  are  apparent 
are,  the  enormous  expenditure  of  money, 
the   serious    danger  of  complictitions 


population.  Does  anybody  suppose  that 
that  is  calculated  to  draw  nearer  the 
bonds  of  aflTection  between  ourselves 
and  the  survivors  of  the  population,  or 
between  lis  and  the  subjects  of  the  State? 
It  would  retjuire  an  enoi-mous  standing 
army  for  an  indefinite  immber  of  years. 
Lastly,  I  should  oppose  such  a  policy 
upon  the  uld-fashioned  \iew  that  it  would 
be  an  unjust  policy.  This  situation  in 
which  we  find  ourselves  is  the  firet  fruits 
of  tiie  new  Imperialism.  If  Imperialism 
means  sober  pride  in  the  great  Empire 
we  control,  a  most  earnest  desire  to  knit 


abroad,  and  the  loss  of  thousands  of  lives  \  tci^ther  in  the  bonds  of  friendship  the 
of  brave  men  on  Iroth  sides,  all  of  whom 
have  perished  needlessly  and  uselessly, 
for  their  death  «*ill  heal  no  feud  nor 


vanous  populations  that  belong  to  it, 
a  firm  determination  to  presene  the 


advance  any  cause  of  humanity.  And 
what  is  to  be  the  further  prospect  'I  The 
First  Ix>rd  of  the  Treasury  told  us 

yesterday,  in  perfectly  explicit  language,  '.  of  an  Imperialist  than  I 
that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  (Tovern-  \  means  departing  from 


integrity  of  our  Empire  at  all  costs,  and 
the  using  of  the  means  of  advancing 
civilisation  among  all  kinds  and  condi- 
tions of  men  -then  there  is  no  one  more 

am.  But  if  it 
the    old  and 


ment  to  carry  on  this  war  until  the  honoured  tradition  of  this    country  to 
complete  supremacy  of  Her  Majesty  was  ,  respect  the  freedom  of  other  nations, 
established  all  over  South  Afnca ;  that  <  even  if  they  be    small  nations,  and 
is,  until  ^ou  have  effected  the  comjilete  to  advance  rather  tlian  to  retard  liberty 
subjugation  of  the  Boers,  and  deprived  i  wluch  from  the  most   recent  develop- 
them  of  their  independence.    Well,  there  '  ments  I  am  afraid  is  its  true  and  sig- 
has  been  a  good  deal  of  nii.scalculation   nificant  meaning      then  it  is  the  duty 
already.    There  has  l)een  miscalculation   of  every  honest  citiz.  n  of  this  country 
ill  regard  to  military  preparations.   There  '  destroy  that   spirit,   because  otherwise 
has  been  still  graver  miscatcnlation  in  i  that  spirit  is  certain  to  destroy  us. 
("^ard  to  political  negotiations.    I  wonder  ' 

whether  that  policy,  to  l)egin  with,  is  i  TTkrrvT-i.  ^•f,^.i>t^'n  »tj*-     t.m  .  n,,. 

practicable.  Of  bourse  I  suppose  that  ^th  1  ^NDEK  sKCKETAR\  oy  STATE 

the  enormous  resources  of  this  country  ,  f'OREIGN  AFFAIKS(Mr.BRODRiCK, 
it  may  be  possiUe  at  some  cost  to  do  it '  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  hon.  and  learned 
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Member,  the  conclusion  of  whose  speech 
has  been  received  with  loud  cheers  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  commenoed 
with  a  statement  that  there  was  no 
adequate  sense  on  the  part  of  the  Grovern- 
ment  of  the  gravity  of  the  situation  in 
which  we  now  stand.  But  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  proceeded  with 
his  speech  it  became  apparent  to  every 
member  of  the  House  of  Commons  not 
blinded  by  partisanship  that  that  speech 
showed  an  absolute  divergence  from  the 
Amendment  he  was  about  to  vote  for,  and 
that  he,  at  any  rate,  had  no  sense  whatever 
of  the  gravity  of  the  situation,  or  of  the 
duty  which  he  owes  to  his  own  conscience 
as  a  Member  of  this  House.  What  could 
be  more  illogical,  more  immoral  than 
for  a  Member  to  make  a  speech  from 
which  you  gather  that  every  step  that  has 
led  to  this  war  has  been  an  unjust  step, 
that  the  operations  of  the  war  are  unjust 
operations,  and  then  for  him  to  go  into 
the  lobby  and  vote  for  this  Amendmenti 
which  complains  that  the  Grovemment 
have  been  too  backward  in  their  prepara- 
tions for  the  war  ?  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  had  shown  us  over  and  over 
again  that  his  objection  to  the  Govern- 
ment was  not  that  they  had  been  vranting 
in  foresight  in  their  preparations  against 
the  South  African  Republic,  but  that 
they  had  gone  to  war  at  all.  When  we 
came  here  yesterday  the  whole  country 
was  looking  to  the  Opposition  for  a  states- 
manlike exposition  of  their  policy  and  of 
the  policy  which  t^ey  wished  the  Giovem- 
ment  to  pursua  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  has  told  the  Government  what 
their  policy  shoidd  be,  but  he  is  now 
going  to  vote  against  us  because 
our  policy  has  not  been  the  opposite. 
He  has  indicted  the  Government  on  one 
side,  but  what  was  the  speech  of  the  noble 
Lord  who  introduced  the  Amendment ! 
That  speech  was  a  long  apology  for  the 
War  OflBce  and  a  declaration,  in  behalf  of 
the  preparations  for  the  war,  that  the 
War  Office  had  not  been  backward. 
What  was  his  indictment  1  It  was  that 
had  there  l>een  a  little  less  suspicion  on 
Mr.  Brodrick. 


the  part  of  the  Transvaal  authOTitios,  we 
might  have  been  able  to  produce  some 
result,  although  he  did  not  go  so  far  as 
to  say  that  it  would  have  been  such  as 
to  prevent  the  war.  Important  as  is 
this  debate  it  has  not  risen  to  the  levtA 
which  the  country  desires,  because  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  have  simply  devised 
a  formula  of  opinion  which  enables  them 
to  vote  together,  though  they  held 
absolutely  divergent  opinions  upon  every 
point  of  policy.  The  noble  Lord,  who 
comes  of  a  stock  which  has  fwodnced  a 
good  many  politicians  and  some  states- 
men, spent  a  considerable  time  last  night 
in  justifying  his  position  as  a  member  of 
the  Opposition  which  indicted  the 
Gkivernment  by  di^ng  from  put 
records  to  prove  from  the  attitude  of 
other  statesmen  that  it  was  correct  to 
indict  the  Government.  It  may  be 
statesmanlike  to  indict  the  €rovemment 
when  you  have  a  policy  to  substitute,  but 
to  indict  the  Government  on  a  long  review 
of  past  events,  on  tags  of  speeches,  and 
tale-ends  of  quotations  from  Blue  Books 
when  you  have  no  alternative  policy 
to  propose,  and  never  have  had  any,  is 
not  a  course  that  rises  at  the  present  crisis 
to  the  expectations  of  the  countr}'.  It  is 
a  course  that  is  neither  statesman- 
like nor  politic.  The  resolution 
before  the  House,  if  it  means  anything, 
means  the  fall  of  the  Government. 
X  do  not  complain  in  the  slightest  degree 
that  the  Opposition  for  party  reasons 
think  it  desirable  to  bring  forward  sueh  a 
motion,  but  when  yon  look  at  it  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  country  we  come  to 
a  rather  different  conclusion.  The  noble 
Lord,  in  the  absence  of  the  First  Lord  <tf 
the  Treasury,  objected  to  some  remarks 
which  fell  from  him  about  the  conduct  of 
the  Opposition,  and  said  it  would  be 
necessary  to  remind  him  of  the  events  in 
this  House  from  1882  to  1885.  If  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  First  Lord  will  not 
take  up  the  challenge  of  the  noble  Lord 
of^KHnte,  I  will.  It  is  quite  true  that  the 
Opposition  in  those  years  harassed  the 
Government  of  that  day,  and  put  the 
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House  to  the  trouble  of  continual  divisions  '  indulged  last  night  in  studied  ambiguities, 
on  votes  of  censure  until  they  had  accora-  and  who  in  this  matter  aat  upon  the  fence 
plished  the  fall  of  the  GovtMnmDnt.  But  until  he  was  tuinhled  over,  by  force  itiajnor, 
we  did  so  in  pursuance  of  a  definite  upon  the  right  side.  They  must  drag  in 
polic}'.  We  knew  that  the  (lovLMiimeiit  also  all  those  -Members  |^ke  the  hon.  M^i- 
was  divided  as  to  the  policy  which  bev  for  Berwick  Division,  the  right  hon. 
had  been  piu^ne<l :  we  knew  tliat  our  Member  for  P!!ast  Fife,  the  hon.  Member 
interests  in  Kg^'])t  and  in  Kuiope  were  for  Haddington,  who  have  all  made  it  per- 
suffering  in  consequence.  W'v  knew  that  fectly  clear  in  their  speeches  in  the 
the  operations  of  one  section  of  the  country'  that  there  is  no  fault  with  the 
(lovernnient  and  then  of  another  were  ,  f'Ovenmient  or  in  the  negotiations,  so 
losing  us  confidence  and  success,  and  so  nuich  as  in  the  fact  that  under  no  circum- 
wu  determined  to  bring  alwut  the  fall  of  stances  whatever  did  President  Kruger 
that  Government,  and  we  succeeded,  intend  to  give  to  the  Uitlandei-s  that 
That  was  ii  true  policy,  and  the  Opposi-  which  any  Btitish  (.Toverimient  would  Ihj 
tion  of  that  day  only  did  what  was  forced  to  demand  for  them.  These  are 
expected  of  them  as  an  Opposition.  If  going  to  be  the  jiarties  who  will  find 
the  present  Opposition  succeed  in  thitmselves  in  the  h)bby  together.  On 
overthrowing  the  (lovernment  what  what  princiole  do  they  suppose  that  they 
[xjlicy  are  they  going  to  adopt  (  will  lie  supported  liv  the  people  of  this 
They  can  only  by  that  measui-o  e»pnntry,  who  want  a  more  vigorous 
effect  either  of  two  objects  -  they  may  policy  if  it  can  l>e  obt^ned,  and  a  more 
weaken  the  Government,  or  they  may  consistent  diplomacy  if  it  can  Ite  found  1 
overthrow  it.  But  is  the  Governnicnt  I  hope  before  I  have  done  I  shall  sucteetl 
divided,  or  is  the  Opposition  at  oiu'  i  in  proving  to  the  House  that  theGovern- 
The  country  cares  nothing  for  who  sits  ment  have  some  highei-  grounds  for 
on  these  benches,  or  on  those  benches,  expecting  a  vote  of  coiifideuce  than  was 
What  the  country  cares  for  is,  that  we  stutetl  in  Opposition.  But  if  I  had  not,  1 
should  pursue  this  war  vigorously  to  a  conhl  affont  to  quote  the  argument  attri- 
conclusion.  Xow  the  question  is,  who  Imted  to  Charles  II. in  relation  to. Tameslf., 
can  do  it  best,  the  Government  or  the  who  said  "  they  woidd  never  get  rid  of  nic 
Optxjsition  ;  The  Government  are  atone,  in  order  to  exalt  you."  I  should  like  to 
ALlthcapeecheswhichhavebeenmadehave  say  that  in  the  whole  of  this  coiiti'oversy 
not  shown  any  divergence  of  view^  between  |  the  point  which  I  deprecate  most  is  that 
menilx'rs  of  the  G<ivernment.  But .  this  great  question  should  be  made  solely 
where  are  the  Opposition  .'  Have  they  ,  the  subject  of  party  attack.  The  real 
got  a  majority  !  or  how  are  they  going ,  question  which  lies  before  us  is  not  a 
to  get  it  ?  They  must  drag  into  the  !  question  of  party  recrimination  at  all. 
lobby  alt  the  gentlemen  who  have  made  The  real  question  is,  was  the  (Government 
speeches  throughout  the  country  saying ;  justified  in  espousing  the  grievances  of 
they  disapproved  of  the  war ;  all  those  the  Uitlunders,  and,  if  so,  was  there  any 
gentlemen  who  object  thatthe  preparations  meiuis,  by  diplomacy  or  otherwise,  by 
for  the  war  have  not  been  sufficient;  all  which  wc  could  have  obtained  substantial 
those  who  openly  say  they  sympathise  redress  without  going  to  war  ?  The 
with  the  Boers.  They  nnist  drag  in  Opposition  complain  of  our  want  of  fore- 
gentlemen  like  the  right  hon.  Member  for  sight  in  this  matter,  but  the  speeches 
Montrose,  who  told  the  country  not  long  they  have  made  show  a  curious  want  of 
ago  that  the  whole  difieience-  between  .Ijacksight  on  their  part.  This  Amend- 
ihe  Transvaal  Govenunent  and  the  Uit-  ment  lias  Iwen  carefully  drawn  by  a  skil- 
laiiders  were  not  worth  the  bones  of  one  ,  ful  Parliamentary  hand  on  a  question  of 
Scotsman  :  they  must  drag  in  also  the  time,  but  it  has  not  been  equally  scdu- 
Leiuler  of  the  (>p[)osition  himself,  who  lously  dmwn  in  rcganl  to  questions  of 


VOL.  LXXVIII.    [Koi  imi  Sbries.] 
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IwHcy.  If  you  lunk  l«ick  you  (iml  tlmt  '  been  luadi;  in  this  House  from  an 
the  grievances  of  the  Uitlandera  began  j  Austrian  newspaper,  the  PrsO  r  Lhi/d.  In 
before  we  came  into  office,  and  that  the  j  July  last  it  said,  "  No  Grait  Power  can 
suspicions  of  the  Transvaal  Government ,  tolerate  such  troitnicnt  of  its  subjects  as 
were  roused  long  before  the  present  British  subjects  endiUL'  in  tlio  Transvaal,"' 
Government  came  into  power.  The  hoii.  ,  and  that  "if  Knglaiid  does  so  her  pre- 
and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  j  dominance  in  South  Africa  would  l>e 
Dumfries  Burghs  told  us  that  the  griev-  [  destroyed." 

ances  tvere  immensely  exaggerated.    1  <1" ;  ,         .  . 

not  think  it  is  possible  to  timt  these  I  I-oiin  KDMOND  I'lTy.MAl'lilCI'. 
grievances  as  the  hon.  and  learned  Ger.tle- 1  (Wiltshire,  Crieklade) :  '[^^^^  pf^ 

.  1  -w'u  *  fi.n^.   (icntlemim  iiuotes  fnun  the  /  I's/rr  Uopt. 

nmn  tre.ited  them.    )\hut  nere    I'c«"  :  jj^^,  ^        that  that  is  an 

grievances  1    These  Uitlandei-^  htul   no  |  j^^jg^^ian  paper  1     It  is  an  Hungarian 
nninicipal  gftvenmieut,  no  poliee  pi-otec-  j  paper, 
tion,  no  organised  maintenance  of  order  ; 
they  had  no  even-handed  adniinisti-ation,  i  *Mk. 


BUODKIOK:  This  country  ia 
no  Pariiaraentary  representation.     It  is  |  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  but  I  do  not 

take  the  trouble  every  time  I  speak  of 
Great  Britain  to  mention  Ireland. 

LOKI)  KDMOND  FITZMAUKICE : 
The  relations  between  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  are  very  diflferent  to  those  Itotwcen 
Austria  and  Hungary. 

*M[t.  BRODRICK:  As  the  nnble  ].onl 
is  a  purist,  1  would  study  to  follow  him 
in  future,  l)ut  I  think  his  iiiterruptiou 
on  this  tritiing  question  is  a  mea.surc 
uf  the  breadth  of  view  he  takes  un  the 
whole  South  African  subject. 

Loiii)  EDMUND  FITZMAUKIGK :  1 
only  wished  to  point  out  that  it  is  not  fair  to 
quote  the  J'esfer  Lloifii  as  illustrating 
Austrian  opinion,  because  Austrian  and 
Hungarian  opinion  on  this  matter  has 
shown  the  widest  divergence. 

*.Mr.  BKODRICK:  So  it  may;  but 
what  I  want  to  say  is,  that  hon. 
Membei-s  opposite  should  not  judge  by 
the  tone  now  shown  in  the  press  of 
Euivpo  what  was  the  opinion  of 
the  Govertmionts  of  Knroiie,  and  the 
opinion     of    the    press     of  Kurope, 


(^uite  trrte  that  though  they  wei-e  a  i 
majority  of  the  jwpulation  in  number,  I 
they  had  no  jMnvcr  oi-  voice  in  the  Stjito  : 
they  paid  nine-tenths  of  the  taxation,  and 
they  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  govern- 
ing body.  But  that  was  not  ;dl.  If  that 
had  occurred  to  British  subjects  in  other 
parts  of  the  world,  it  may  be  that  the 
hon.  and  lejirned  ^Nfeniber  and  those  who 
think  with  him  might  be  justified  in 
hinting  that  their  cjisi;  might  have 
lieen  met  by  Convention.  Well,  wi> 
had  Conventions  with  the  Transvaal. 
M'e  had  agreements.  I  will  not  go  so  far  jus 
to  say  how  niiuiy  of  the  grievances  could 
lie  put  down  to  briMches,  and  how  many 
to  evasions,  of  the  agreements.  There 
were  the  granting  of  monopolies,  the  war 
tlx,  the  discrimination  in  other  taxation, 
etc.  The  whole  spirit  of  the  agreements 
was  violated,  a  spirit  of  oppression  wjis 
shown,  and  a  spirit  of  opposition  wa** 
ronse<l,  and  it  was  almo.st  impossible  foi 
any  Goveriuuent  to  avoid  being  drawn 
into  the  controvcivy.  Very  much  has 
Itccn  said  as  to  the  opinion  which  Europe 
holds  in  regard  to  this  matter.  But  I 
venture  to  rcmin<l  the  House  that  that 


wa-*  not  the  opinion  before  the  wai- ;  that  befm-e  the  war  was  declared,  with  regard 


was  not  the  verdict  of  the  European 
presB,  when,  before  the  n-ar,  the  question 
M-as  not  merely  one  of  the  success  of  the 
British  arms,  but  of  justice  to  mem- 
bers of  other  nationalities  who  were 
under    oppression.     A  quotation  has 


to  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlandurs. 
On  that  point  we  have  obtained  no 

guidance  whatever.  It  is  quite  true  that 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  like  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar  who  spoku  before 
him,  illustrated  his  arguments  by  a  gvod 
many  suggestions,  sonu:L.of  M-hL-li  I  do 
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not  think  the  Government  will  accept. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Memlwr  quoted 
figures  showing  that  £1,186,000  was  the 
expenditure  of  the  Transvaal  on  their 
military  sen-ices.    That,  no  doubt,  was 
intended  to  prove  how  innocent  President 
Kruger  was  of  any  idea  of  offence  ;^inst 
this  country,  how  absolutely  the  Trans- 
\-aal  was  set  on  home  defence,  and  how 
tmjtirtified  we  should  have  been  in  under- 
taang  thcHe  preparations  for  war  upon 
which  he  is  going  into  the  lobby  to  vote. 
There  would  have  been  some  point  in  the 
observation  Ijefore  the  war  began,  but ' 
every  one  who  has  any  knowledge  of 
figures  knows  now  that  the  sum  quoted 
would  not  produce  a  half,  a  third,  or  a 
quarter  of  the  munitions  of  war  which  the 
Transvaal  Government  had  put  into  the  ; 
field.    The  true  sum  which  the  IVansvaal  i 
has  been  spending  has  not  been  stated,  | 
Itecause  the  Boers  knew  tliat  if  it  had  j 
k«n  stated  con-ectly  their  deskns  would  I 
have  been  unmaskefl,  and  the  Transvaal  i 
biw  been  smuggling  in  munitions  of  war  , 
«  as  to  gull  this  country  into  fancied 
security.    That  being  so,  I  wonder  the  I 
hon.  and  learned  >rcmber  has  thought  it  ' 
worth  his  while  to  put  these  figures  before 
the  House.    Has  he  been  altogether  I 
blind    to    our   casualties  ?    Has    not  j 
he  read  of  the  positions  held  against  I 
British    troops  ^    AVhen  he    tells    us  j 
that  all  the  statements  about   Kruger  j 
are  a  myth,  then  I  am  bound  to  retort ' 
that  these  figures  taken  alone  are  an  I 
imposture.    In  the  same  way  I  cannot ! 
help    referring   to    certain   agunicnts  ' 
addressed  to  us  by  the  hon.  Member  for  ' 
Poplar.     The  hon.  Member  for  Poplar 
told  us  that  the  raid  would  never  have , 
"ccurrcd  if  it  had  not  Ijeen  for  the  advent 
of  this  Government  into  power,  and  their 
ha^ingremaiueil  in  office.  The  hon.  Gentle- , 
num't  argument  was  that  there  was  a 
8trip  of  Bechunnaland  which  we  had 
granted  to  the  Chartered  Company,  and  > 
that  that  atrip  the  Chartered  Company 
made  their  jumping-off  point.   It  was  a  i 
Buhtle  but  inconclusive  argument.     If  | 
there  was  an  obligation  to  hand  this  strip  I 
of  territory  over  to  the  Chartered  Com- ' 
pony,  it  had  to  be  handed  over  according 
to  the  obligation  incurred. 


*Mr.  BRODRICK:  Then  I  join  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  same  category  as 
the  noble  Lord  who  trios  to  carry  out  his 
duty  in  a  great  national  crisis  by  using 
similar  arguments.  No  one  on  this  side 
of  the  House  defends  the  raid,  No  one 
has  lost  more  by  the  raid  than  the  Govern- 
ment, and  no  one  feels  more  than  the 
Government  how  much  it  has  handicapped 
us  in  our  negotiations.  It  has  handi- 
capped us  not  bwanso  the  9uspioioiis 
engendered  made  it  impossible  for  the 
Tmnsvjud  Government  to  believe  In  the 
integrity  of  British  statesmen,  but  be- 
cause it  occurred  at  a  moment  when 
President  Ki  uger  had  almost  reached  the 
end  of  the  endurance  of  his  own  burghei-s 
in  the  unreasonableness  of  the  treatment 
of  the  Uitlanders.  If  for  a  few  months 
more  the  system  of  terrorising  by  means 
of  an  oligarchical  Government  over  a 
gnat  body  of  men  paying  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  expeoses  of  government 
of  the  country  had  l»een  allowed  to  con- 
tinue, there  were  many  e\idences  to  show 
that  even  the  burghers  were  ready  to  go 
further  in  concession  than  their  President 
has  lately  been.  If  that  system  had 
endured  for  a  short  time  longer,  and  if 
the  catastrophe  had  not  been  precipitated 
by  these  misguided  men,  that  which 
happened  in  all  civilised  States  sooner  or 
later  must  have  come  about,  where  one 
man  insisted  upon  pursuing  an  unreason- 
able policy  against  the  wishes  of  those 
around  him.  You  are  ready  enotigh  to 
attribute  it  to  the  blunders  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  but  not  one  of  you  will  stand 
liiiif  that  the  President  of  the  Transvdal 
wotddeverhave  acted  reasonably  of  his  own 
free  will  towards  the  Uitlander.  So  long  as 
that  man  is  there,  nothing  will  be  done, 
and  it  is  idle  for  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
to  get  up  and  tell  us  there  was  no  objec- 
tion to  giving  freedom  to  the  UitUmders. 
I  deeply  regretted  to  hear  the  reference 
of  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  to  the 
proceedings  of  a  Committee  of  the  House. 
Though  I  have  been  a  Member  of  the 
House  for  twenty  years,  I  have  never 
heard  an  hon.  Member  before  dare  to  tell 
the  House  that  the  proceedings  of  its 
own  Committee  were  duhonouring  to  it. 

An  Hon.  Member:  It  is  quite  time, 
too. 


Mr.  SYDNEY  BUXTON :  We  were  *Mr  BRODRICK :  The  hon.  Member 
Imund  to  do  8i>  in  time,  but  not  at  that  said  there  was  a  cloud  over  that  Com- 
'■nw-.  mittee. 


•2'27        JtMm^in  Aimi-<;-t„  |COMMC)XS 

Produce 


An  Hon.  Meuber  : 
correspondence. 


Uu-  Quern's  Sj>,->-r.!i.  -i-og 

the  I    Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BAKNERMAN : 
We  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 


*Mb.  BRODKICK  ;  It  was  a  Committee 
which  included  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, Ti'ho  voted  for  a  practically  unani- 
motis  Report,  the  late  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  the  hon.  Member  for  Poplar, 
the    hon.   Member  for  the  KushclifTe 
l>ivision  of  Nottingham,  and  other  Mem- 
tien  of  the  Libenil  party,  and  yet  the 
lion.  Member  is  going  into  the  lobby  in 
common  cause  M'ith  those  hou.  Gentlemen 
against  the  (To^  ernmont  with  the  declara- 
tion that  the  proceedings  of  that  Com- 
mittee were  dialionouring  to  the  House  of 
CommouH.     1  think  that  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Muiiilfor  whs  not  oulj-  an  illogical 
ijpeech,  but  a  highly  immoral  speech.  It 
is  said  that  there  were  ulterior  motives 
behind,  that  Members  on  the  Govern- 
ment side  bad  something  to  conceal. 
That  su^estion  has  often  been  disproved 
in  this  m>u8e  before.   If  the  suggestion 
is  to  be  made  it  would  be  muchTietter 
if  it  were  openly  made.    Hon.  Members  i 
hare  presen  ed  an  amusing  silence  with  i 
regard  to  their  indictment  of  the  Govern-  ' 
ment  for  their  want  of  militjiry  prepara- 
tions.    That  will  bo  dealt  with  at  more 
length  by  the  representative  of  the  A\'ar 
Office.     Up  to  this  moment  we  have  not  I 
heard  what  it  is  they  accuse  the  Govern-  j 
ment  of.    The  reference  has  1>een  dragged  j 
into  the  end  of  the  resolution  to  catch  the  ! 
votes  of  a  few  stray  Members  on  their . 
own  side,  like  the  hon.  Member  for  South  j 
Shields,  but  if  a  suggestion  of  this  kind  , 
is  to  be  mmle,  it  should  be  supported  by 
facts.     The  only  suggestion  which  we 
liave  had  is  that  the  Council  for  National  j 
Defence  has  been  established  for  the 
purpose  of  overruling  the  decision  of  the  [ 
Secretary  of  State.    I  never  heard  before 
that  the  establishment  of  a  Cabinet  Com- 
mittee M-as  for  the  purpose  of  overruling 
the  particular  office  which  mifl^t  be  en- 
gaged in  certain  work.    I  look  upon  the 
establishment  of  a  l)ody  which  will 
connect  all  the  luimerous  departments 
which  must  be  welded  together  on  ques- 
tions of  national  defence — the  War  Office, 
the  Admiralty,  the  Treasury,  the  Colonial 
and  Foreign  Offices — as  a  most  important 
step  in  our  military  organisation.    It  Hos  ■ 
with  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  to  show  ' 
how  that  council  could  have  interfered 
with  the  furtherance  of  the  military 
operations.  I 


♦MR.  BEODEICK:  It  would  have  been 
better,  then,  if,  like  other  fishing  sug- 
gestions of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  the 
remark  hod  not  been  thrown  out.  If  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  so  anxious  to 
water  down  the  responsibility  of  the 
,  Secretary  of  State,  it  may  be  necessary 
some  day  to  show  the  House  how  far  thf 
.  right  hon.  Gentlumiui,  when  in  power. 
;  appreciated  that  responsibility.  If  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  challenges  me.  I 
will  take  up  the  chiillenge.  .My  respect 
:  for  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  u 
man  is  very  great,  but  it  will  m»t 
prevent  me  from  dwelling  somewhat  on 
his  acts  as  a  Minister.  The  case  of 
the  Government  with  regard  to  the 
whole  question  is  this ;  we  are  accused  of 
errors  and  of  vacillation.  The  errors  have 
to  some  extent  been  pointed  out^  but  no 
one  has  even  suggested  where  the  vacilla- 
tion has  occurred.  The  case  of  the 
Government  is  that,  having  recognised 
the  grievances  of  the  Uitlauders,  we  have 
striven  to  obtain  redress  for  those 
grievances  in  whate^'cr  form  might  lie 
most  acceptable  to  the  authorities  of  the 
Transvaal.  If  the  Transvaal  were  willing 
to  make  concessions,  well  and  good,  u 
they  were  willing  to  give  any  form  of 
franchise  which  would  give  effective 
representation  to  the  Uitlanders,  her 
Majesty's  Government  were  ready  to 
accept  that.  No  man  on  the  Oppositaoii 
side  of  the  House  can  complain  tnat  the 
Government  have  been  unduly  rapid  in 
their  operations.  From  the  timeof  the  raid 
to  the  time  of  the  declaration  of  the  war 
is  a  period  of  nearly  four  years.  During 
that  period  every  eflFort  has  been  made 
to  induce  the  Transvaal  Government  to 
meet  the  grievances,  but  all  effi^rts  failed. 
Would  hon.  Members  opposite  then  have 
shut  up  the  lx>ak,  have  admitted  their 
failure,  and  gone  no  further?  Would 
they,  knowing  the  enormous  preparations 
of  the  Transvaal,  have  taken  no  steps  to 
defend  the  colonies  1  The  noble  L<Htl 
complained  of  the  Foreign  Office  not 
issuing  an  edict  to  forbid  the  export  of 
arms  in  •June  of  last  year.  Such  an  edict 
would  have  been  ;is  direct  a  provocation 
to  the  Transvjial  as  the  sending  of  troops 
and  would  have  been  quite  ineffective 
for  its  purpose,  because  they  could  ha\^ 
impcnrted  arms  from  elsewhere.  The 
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li^ht  hon.  Grentlemui  opposite  said  that 
this  was  the  very  time  Use  effective  criti- 
dam.  The  criticism  might  be  effective 
from  a  party  standpoint ;  but  it  is  doubt- 
ful whether  this  frontal  attack  is  the 
wisest  strategy  for  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this 
criticism  can  l>e  effective  from  a  patriotic 
standpoint.  Not  one  word  has  been  8aid 
to  asaist  the  Government  in  regard  to  the 
problemH  which  they  have  to  droide  in 
the  future.  There  is  only  one  direction 
in  which  this  Amendment  can  be  effective 
-  -it  will  be  a  direct  solace  and  encourage- 
ment to  the  Boers.  The  essence  of  uie 
Amendment  is  that  the  Government  has 
blundered  into  war.  Those  who  hold 
that  opinion  must  hold  the  Government 
guilty  of  the  war ,  and  that  gives  the 
clearest  eWdence  to  those  arrayed  against 
us  in  the  field  that  they  it  is  who  arc  to 
)>e  regarded  as  the  injured  ^icrsons. 
That  is  the  evidence  for  which  the  Boers 
have  been  waiting  and  praying  for  months. 
They  look  for  evidence  of  the  cleavage  of 
parties  in  this  country — of  a  cleavage  of 
opinion  which  may  result  in  our  ahan- 
dfmment  of  the  war,  or,  if  it  is  still 
pursued,  which  will  result  in  their 
nhtainiiig  t^nns  such  as  the  (lovernment 
have  now  no  intention  of  granting. 
I  do  not  believe  that  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  represent  the  feeling  of  the 
countoy  in  establishing  this  cleavage  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  I  believe 
that  the  country  will  resent  the  immense 
difficulty  which  has  lieen  created  by  this 
a^iou  for  our  soldiers  in  the  field.  I 
know  that  there  are  men  opposite  who 
arc  not  thinking  of  party  considerations  : 
aud  I  know  that  there  are  liehind  the 
Treasury  l>ench  a  large  body  of  men 
determined  that  the  Government  shall  not 
fail  in  any  duty  which  a  patriotic  English- 
man would  wish  to  lie  fulfilled.  Although 
sumeofmy  hon.friendsntayhavemisgivinge 
as  to  a  part  of  the  militar)'  operations  of  the 
past,  and  arc  determined  that  by  overy 
means  at  their  disposal  the  Government 
shall  be  kept  up  to  the  murk,  they  will 
not  accept  an  Amendment  which  must 
condemn  the  efforts  made  by  the  Govern- 
ment on  behalf  of  British  subjects  in  the 
Transvaal,  which  must  stultify  the  pre- 
vious decisions  of  the  House,  and  which 
must  also  bitterly  hamper  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
campaign. 


2.10 


Motion  made,  and  question  *'That  the 
debate  be  adjourned  till  to-morrow  "  (Sir 
Ch^rhs  Dilke)  put,  and  agreed  to. 

Motion  made,  and  question  proposed — 
*'  That  this  House  do  now  adjourn." — 

Sir  J.  KENNAWAY  (Devonshire, 
Honiton) :  A  vote  of  censure  on  the 
I  Government  has  been  moved  under  unpiv- 
I  eedentcd  circumstances ;  but  the  object,  1 
take  it,  of  this  House  ought  to  be  to  show 
I  ourselves  united  1>efore  the  world.  Every 
!  speech  that  has  been  mad^  and  every 
hour  the  delKito  goes  on,  prevents  us 
)>cingunited.  We  want  some  hearty  words 
I  to  cheer  up  our  countrymen  and  soldiers 
i  at  the  front,  and  that  is  not  possible 
,  while  the  debate  continues.  I  wish  to 
:  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
I  whether  he  will  not,  after  consultation 
j  with  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
I  endeav  our  to  bring  this  debate  to  a  close, 
{  on  Friday  night  at  all  events,  so  that  the 
'  House  may  go  on  to  the  questions  of  the 
I  defence  of  the  country  and  the  Govoi-n- 
I  ment  may  state  the  course  they  intend  to 
I  take. 

j    •Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion)  :  Allow  me  to  call  the 
'  attention  of  the  House  to  the  fact  that 
I  this  Amendment  raises  a  question  which 
\  has  not  been  adequately  debated  on  any 
I  previous  occasion.    When  the  justification 
'  for  the  war  was  last  discussed  the  first 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  moved  the  closure 
'  within    four   hours  after  the  defence 
'  of  the  Government  had  )}ccn  stated  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary.     AVith  regard 
to  the  division  in  this  House,  there  is  a 
division  in  the  House  and  country,  .ind 
no  ai>[)cal  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  may 
i  make  to  close  that  discussion  will  keep 
I  me  silent.    All  shall  be  made  known  to 
'  the  world,  and  I  protest  against  any 
'  attempt  Ixilng  made  to  stifle  the  debate, 
j  How  does  it  touch  military  operations  ? 
Do  you  think  the  Boers  fight  simply  be- 
i  cause  we  talk  here  1  It  ^vill  not  affect  them 
j  in  the  slightest  degree,  or  the  courage  of 
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(COMMONS! 

our  BoldierB,  and  the  military  operations 
will  go  on  whether  we  talk  or  not. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALiX)UR  :  1  concur  with 
my  hon.  friend  that  probably  in  the  crisis 
or  condition  of  aff^rs  in  which  the  country 
finds  itself  it  takes  very  little  interest 
in  the  threshing  out  of  old  controversies 
andintbe  telling  again  of  twice-told. tales. 
But  when  ho  asks  me  to  bring  this  ^ 
debate  to  a  close,  I  must  point  out  that  i  f  erhapa  1  ought  to  sjiy  a  few  words  in 
a  vote  of  ceoaure  has  been  moved  with  '«"«wing  up  what  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  said,  whoso  perfoet  correctness  or 


Opposition  that  they  should  curtail 
discussion  on  a  formal  vote  of  censure  on 
which,  after  all,  thv  existcriCL-  of  the 
Government  depends.  That  by  all  party 
tradition  must  rest,  and  ought  to  rest, 
with  the  House  itself,  and  not  with  the 
Leader  of  the  House. 

Srii  H.  CAMPBEIX-BANNERMAK: 


all  the  formalities  which  could  attend 
such  an  operation.  It  luis  been  moved 
by  a  Member  who  sits  on 
Front  Opposition  Bench,  with  the  full 
concurrence  and  in  harmony  with  the 
Ijeader  of  the  Opposition.  On  the  result 
of  the  motion  must  depend  the  fate  of  the 
GoTemment;  and  it  would  be  quite 
contrary  to  all  the  traditions  of  this  House 
if  we  were  to  stifle  so  important  a 
Parliamentary  interest,  or  to  interfere 


correctitndc  of  tone  in  the  matter  has 
the  '  recognised  on  all  sides  of  the  House. 
I  can  quite  understand  my  hon.  friend 
opposite  desiring  that  the  del)ato  should 
come  to  a  speedy  conclusion.  He  would 
not  have  raised  the  debate  himself,  and  he 
does  not  agree  with  the  opinions  of  tiioae 
who  have  raised  it.  But  I  can  assure  him 
that  this  is  a  matter  which  large  Ixxlies 
of  men  in  the  country  desire  to  see  fully 
threshed  out  in  debate.     That  is  dao 


with  the  privileges  which  the  Opposition  . 
undoubtedly  possess  in  this  matter.    It  is  " 

for  them  to  consider  how  far  this  delate  ^"  ^^'^  f^""^'  e^*'^' 

ought  to  be  prolonged,  and  how  far  the  desire  to  make  reasomible  progress  with  the 
advantage  of  the  House  and  of   the  ,  f  the  seasion,  I  am 

country  will  be  serred  by  a  prolongation  '  impossible  to  look  for- 

of  the  debate.   From  every  point  of  view         ^  ^^^y 


I  am  desirous  that  the  debate  on  the 
Address  should  conclude,  because  the 
House  has  been  brought  together, 
at  an  inconveniently  early  date,  in 
order  to  deal  with  important  financial 
business.  The  sooner  we  gel.  to  that 
business  and  the  sooner  the  Government 
are  able  to  make  the  statement  for  which 
the  country  is  looking  .is  regards  our 
general  military  p(»ition,  the  better  the 
dk>roliiment  will  be  pleased.  But  it  is 
impossiltle  for  me  to  suf^st  to  the 


I  know  as  a  fact  that  there  are  a  large 
number  of  gentlemen  behind  me  who 
desire  to  take  part  in  the  debate  and 
who  have  been  looking  forward  to  it  for 
some  time,  and  I  cannot  give  any  hope 
of  satisfaction  to  the  ardent  expression 
of  the  desire  of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

Que»titin  put,  aod  agreed  to. 


Home  odjonmed  at  half-past 
Five  of  the  rlSek. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


233 


Hetanis, 
HOUSE  OF 


{1  Febeuart  1900} 
LORDS. 


Reports,  tCr. 


234 


Thursday,  lat  iVfovwry,  1900. 


REPRESENTATIVE  I'EERS 
IRELAMK 


FOR 


VISCOUNT  OLIFDEN. 
Petition  of  Thomas  Charles  Agar 
Robartes,  Viscount  Clifden,  claiming  a 
right  to  vote  at  the  elections  of  Represen- 
tative Peers  for  Ireland ;  read,  and 
referred  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  to 
consider  and  report  thereupon  to  the 
House. 

EARL  UP  MEXBOKOUGH. 
Petition  of  John  Horatio,  Earl  of 
Mexb(Hi>ugh,  claiming  a  right  to  vote  at 
the  elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland ;  read,  and  referred  to  the  Lord 
ChanceUw  to  consider  and  report  there- 
apon  to  tiie  House. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


c 


ARMY  (YEOMANRY). 
Yeomanry  Training  Return,  1899. 


ACCIDENTS  TO  RAILWAY  SERVANTS 
(ROYAL  COMMISSION). 

Report  of  the  Royal  Commission 
appointed  to  inquire  into  the  causes  of  the 
accidents,  fatal  and  non-fatal,  to  servants 
of  railway  companies  and  of  truck  owners. 
Part  2.  MinntcB  of  evidence  and  appen- 


IRISH  LAND  COMMISSION. 

I.  (Proceedings.)    Return  for  month 
of  November,  1899. 

IL  (Judicial  Kents.)   Return  for  the 
month  of  June,  1899. 


AGRARIAN  OUTRAGES  (IRELAND). 

Hetum  lor  the  quarter  ended  3l8t 
December,  1899. 

EVICTIONS  (IRELAND). 
Return  of  evictions  in  Ireland  for  the 
()aarter  ended  Slst  Deeember,  1899. 

VOL.LXXVIIL  [Fourth  Sbribs.] 


LAND   LAW   (IRELAND)    ACT,  1887 
(EVICTION  NOTICES). 

Return  of  the  number  of  eviction 
notices  filed  during  the  quarter  ended 
3l6t  December,  1899. 

TKADE    REPORTS  (1900). 
Annual    Serie%    No.    2377.  China 
(Hangchow). 

Presented  (by  command)^  uid  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT,  189a 

I.  Orders  in  Council,  dated  7th 
October,  1899— 

1.  "The  East   African    Order  in 

Council,  1899." 

2.  '*  The    Somaliland    Order  in 

Council,  1899." 

3.  Order  in  Council  for  the  discon- 

tinuance, as  regards  all  such 
matters  and  cases  as  come 
within  the  jurisdiction  of  Uie 
Japanese  Coiu*t8,ofthe  operation 
of  the  Orders  in  Council  regu- 
lating Her  Majesty's  Consiuor 
jurisdiction  in  Japan  as  from 
4th  August,  1899. 

II.  Orders  in  Council,  dated  27th 
December,  1899  - 

1.  "The  Lagos  Protectorate  Order 

in  Council,  1899." 

2.  "The  Northern  Nigeria  Order  in 

Council,  1899." 

3.  "  Tho  Soutbeni  Nigeria  Order  in 

Council,  1899." 

IIL  Order  in  Council,  dated  I  Ufa 
January,  1900— 

"The  Somali  and  Brunei  (Repeal) 
Order  in  Council,  1900  '* 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  1894. 

I.  Order  in  Council,  dated  7th 
October,  1899,  approving  certain 
pilotage  byelawa,  made  by  the 
Cork  Harbour  Commissioners. 

II.  Orders  in  Council,  dated  38th 
November,  1899— (1)  extending 
the  provisions  of  section  444  <^ 
the  Merchant  Shipping  Act, 
1894  (Load  Line)  to  Indu ;  (2) 
approving  certain  byelaws  made 
by  the  Swansea  Harbour  Trustees; 
(3)  approving  certain  pilotage 
byelaws  made  by  the  Barry 
IMlotage  Board. 
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IIL  Orders  in  Council,  dated  37th  , 
December,  1899 — (1)  approving: 
certain  pilotage  byelaws  made  l)y  ' 
the  Belfast  turbour  Commission-  | 
ers (2)  applying  certain  pilotage  | 
I)yelaw8  made  by  the  Corporation  | 
of  Trinity  House. 

i 
I 

LAND  TItANSFER  ACT,  1897.  1 
Orderin  Council,  datfid  28th  November,  [ 
1899,  postponing  the  operation  of  the  1 
Land  Transfer  Order  in  Council  of  18th 
July,  1898,  iu  certain  portions  of  the 
«ounty  of  London. 

tJOVERNMENT  OF  INDIA  ACT,  1858. 

Oder  in  Council,  dated  28th  Novem- 
Iwr,  1899,  approving  a  statement  of  new 
and  revised  appointments,  alterations  of 
salaries,  and  abolition  of  appointment  in 
the  establishment  of  the  Secretary  of 
^te  for  India  in  Council. 

HUI'KEME   COURT   OF  JUDICATURE 
ACT  (IRELAND).  1877. 

Orders  in  Council — 

L  Giving  effect  to  Kules  of  Court 
(Bankruptcy) ; 

n.  Amending  Order  of  25th  February, 
1885,  rearranging  the  cijvuits 
in  Iroland  ; 

ni.  (riving  effect  to  Uules  of  Court 
under  the  Local  Government 
(Api^cations  of  Enactments) 
Order,  1898. 

WINTER  ASSIZES  {IRELAND). 
Four  Orders  in  Council,  dated  Ist 
November,   1899,  for   holding  winter 
assizes  in  Ireland. 


INEBRIATE  RETREATS  (RULES  AS  Td 
MANAt;EMENT). 

K^pilations  and  Orders  made  vrith  the 
approval  of  the  Heeretary  of  State  for  the 
Hcnne  Department,  for  the  domestic 
management  of  the  Buntingford  House 
Retreat,  Hertfordshire,  licensed  as  a  re 
treat  under  the  Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to 
1899. 

UGHTHOUSES,   &c.   (LOCAL  INSPEC- 
TIONS.) 

Reports  to  Board  of  Trade  by  th« 
Trini^  House  of  Dratford  Strond  and 
the  Commissioners  of  Northern  Light- 


houses of  their  inspection  of  local  light- 
houses, buoys,  and  beacons. 

KANK  OK  ENGLAND. 

I.  Annual  Accounts  of  Exchequer  Bills 
and  other  Grovemment  securities 
purchased. 

II.  Return  of  the  amount  of  notes 
issued  more  than  forty  years 
which  have  not  been  presented 
for  payment,  and  which  have 
been  written  off  from  the  total 
amount  of  notes  issued  from  the 
Issue  Department  of  the  Bank  of 
England. 

CHURCH  TEMr<_>RALITIES  (IRELAND). 

Report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor 
General  upon  the  account  of  the  Irish 
Land  Commission  in  respect  of  Church 
Temporalities  in  Ireland,  for  the  year 

ended  Slst  March,  1899 ;  together  with 
the  Account  for  the  above  period,  and 
that  from  26th  July,  1869  (the  date  of 
the  Irish  Church  Act)  to  3 Ist  March, 
1899. 

j  BUlLDIN(i  SWIETIES. 

j     Fifth  Annual  Iteport  bv  the  Chief 
!  Registrar  of  Friendly  Societies  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Registrars  under  the 
.  Building  Societies  Acts. 

j 

I  SUPERANNUATION. 

Treasury  ^linute,  dated2lstNovember, 
I  1899,  granting  a  reduced  retired  allow- 
ance to  Mr.  Patrick  Quinlivan,  excise 
officer,  Dublin  Collection,  in  the  sernce 
of  the  Commissioners  of  Inland  Revenue* 
I  under  Section  2  of  the  Superannuation 
I  Act,  1887. 

DUCHY  OF  CORNWALL. 
Account  of  receipts  and  disbursements 
for  the  year  ended  3lBt  December,  1899. 


GREEK  LOAN. 
Annual  Account  for  1899. 

SARDINIAN  LOAN. 
Annual  Account  for  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (purmtani  w 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 
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been  the  result  of  the  peculiar  position 
which  during  many  generations  the 
Treasury  has  occupied.  I  think  it  has 
gradually  acquired  a  position  in  regard  to 
the  defensive  Departments  very  different 
from  that  which  the  Finan<»  Department 
occupies  abroad,  and  on  the  whole  I  think 
that,  for  the  purposes  of  national  defence, 
that  is  not  a  satisfactory  conation.  But, 
as  I  say,  I  carefully  prevented  my  re- 
marks from  applying  to  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  There  is  now  conveyed 
to  me  a  letter  from  a  most  excellent 
public  servant,  Sir  F.  Mowatt,  who  seems 
to  think  that  because  I  did  not  blame 
the  Chancellor  of  the  EKchequer  I  must 
have  meant  to  blame  him.  Nothing  was 
further  from  my  mind.  I  was  blaming  a 
system  which  has  been  the  result  of 
causes  which  have  lasted  for  a  consider- 
able time,  and  which  affect  no  individuals 
whatever,  and  in  speakiiig  of  *'  the  action  of 
the  Chancellor  of  the  ^chequer,"  I  in- 
clude the  action  of  those  who  are  acting 
under  him  in  his  own  oifice.  The  im- 
pression of  Sir  F.  Mowatt  is  entirely  un- 
founded, and  although  my  personal 
acquaintance  with  his  action  is  not  very 
great,  from  ever3*thing  I  have  Jieard,  the 
public  seT^ice  does  not  contain  a  more 
admirable  Minister  of  the  public  welfo.re 
than  himself. 


IX)RD  SALISBURY  AND  THE  TBEA- 
SITRY.— PERSONAL  EXPLANATION. 

The  prime  MINISTER  and 
SECRETARY  of  STATE  ran  FOR- 
EIOK  AFFAIRS  (The  Marquess  of 
Salisbury)  :  My  Lords,  on  Tuesday 
evening  I,  in  answer  to  the  noble  Earl, 
expressed  some  opinions  as  to  the  com- 
parative position  of  ourseh'cs  and  foreign 
countries  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
war,  and  pointed  out  some  matters  in 
which  I  tJiought  there  was  room  for 
amendment;  and  among  others  I  men- 
tioned the  Treasury.  AVhat  I  said  was 
that  "  by  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  the 
purse  it  claims  a  voice  in  all  tlecisions  of 
administrative  authority  and  polic}-,"  and 
that  I  thought  "  that  much  delay  and 
many  doubtml  resolutions  had  been  the 
result  of  the  peculiar  position  which 
through  many  generations  the  Treasury 
has  occuined. '  I  was  very  careful  to 
point  out  that  I  was  not  in  the  least 
degree  intending  any  application  of  these 
views  to  the  action  of  the  present  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Excheiiuer.  It  would  have 
been  I'ery  unjust  if  I  had,  I»ecause  my 
right  hon.  friend  has  been  singularly 
careful  and  considerate  in  the  exercise 
•of  the  powers  of  the  Treasiu-j-  during  the 
crisis  of  the  last  few  months.  1 
say  here,  and  I  said  then,  that  the  powere 
■of  the  Treasury  have  been  administered 
with  the  greatest  judgment  and  the 
greatest  coiwideration,  and  I  exhorted  the 
iHonse  not  to  inumne  for  a  moment  that 
I  supported  the  idiotic  attacks  made  on 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exche<[ucr.  I  am 
Rorry  to  say  that  in  the  other  House  of 
Parliament  an  impression  u  as  cuin  eyefl  to 
the  minds  of  some  excellent  gentlemen 
that  I  was  ceiisuriDg  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Excheriuer  for  the  manner  hi  which 
he  had  administered  his  duties.  I  can 
only  repeat  what  I  said.  *'  Idii>tic  "  is  a 
very  strong  word.  1  am  afraid  that  if  I 
.used  a  stronger  it  would  l>e  thought  to 
be  uncivil,  lean  only  say  that  ihare. 
expressed  myself  as  clearl)'  as  I  can,  that 
the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  exercised 
his  powers  in  the  manner  most  conducive 
to  the  public  welfare,  and  that  he  never 
refused  anything  which  the  War  Office  or 
the  Admiralty  thought  necessary  for  the 
public  service.  But  I  have  not  risen 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  sayii^  that.  I 
wish  to  point  out  that  I  spoke  of  the 
.resolutions  to  which  J  objected  as  .having 


The  Eael  of  ICIMBERLEY :  My 
Lords,  I  very  willingly  recognise  that  the 
noble  Marquess  in  the  obsei-vations  he* 
made  most  strictly  guarded  himself 
against  lieing  supposed  to  make  the 
smallest  reflection  on  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer.  That  was  abundantly 
ev  ident  from  the  remarks  he  made  to  the 
House.  With  regard  to  the  general 
question,  which  is  a  A'ery  large  one,  Icon- 
cur  so  far  with  the  noble  Marquess.  From 
the  experience  I  have  had  I  gather  it  is 
very  often  somewhat  difficult  in  the 
smaller  matters  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
the  Treasury,  and  sometimes  I  think  from 
the  feeting  which  is  entertaiiwd  by  ^e 
other  departments  things  which  might 
judiciously  be  done  are  not  pressed  ;  out 
with  regard  to  great  matters  of  national 
welfare  I  would  submit  that  the  Treasury 
is  by  no  means  supreme.  It  is  the 
Cabinet  which  is  supreme.  It  is  the 
CabiAet  which  is  res|)onBible.  I  never 
myself  happened  to  l)e  in  charge  of  a  large 
sfMading  department ;  naturally  I  would 
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not  be  as  a  Member  of  this  House  ;  but 
I  have  heard  a  great  deal  fmni  my  col- 
leagues, both  in  and  out  of  the  Cabinet, 
on  the  subject,  and  there  have  been,  I 
believe,  in  most  Grovemments  from  time 
to  time  considerable  difference  on*  points 
of  that  kind.  But  the  Minister  who  is 
responsible  for  a  department  which  re- 
quires u  larger  expenditure  than 
usual  for  some  great  public  object, 
who    appeids    to   the   Cabinet,  and 

C»s  his  case  strongly  before  the  Cabinet, 
a  reasonable  chance  of  carrying  his 
point.  But,  in  any  case,  a  matter  of  that 
kind  must  come  before  the  Cabinet,  and 
if  the  Minister  is  of  opinion  that  the  sub- 
ject is  one  of  great  importance  it  is  his 
duty  not  to  give  way  to  the  Treasury 
without  having  previously  submitted  it  to 
the  Cabinet,  which  is  supreme.  I  must 
say  that  I  have  had  some  dealings  with 
particular  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer, 
and,  while  the  Treasury  is  very  difHcult 
to  deal  with,  if  you  have  to  deal  merely 
throagh  the  officials  of  your  department, 
who,  however  able,  naturally  nave  not 
the  influence  of  the  head  of  a  depart- 
ment, I  have  found  when  I  have  discussed 
with  more  than  one  Chancellor  of  the 
Ejtchequer  matters  of  importance  they 
were  discussed  in  a  manner  which  gene- 
rally ended  in  a  way  which  I  think  was 
sufficient  for  the  performance  of  the 
duties  of  the  public  Service.  I  merely  make 
these  observations,  for  though  I  concur 
with  the  view  as  to  the  tufficulty  the 
departments  have  with  the  Treasury,  I 
do  not  think  the  mechanism  of  govern- 
ment is  such  that  if  these  great  questions 
are  submitted  to  the  Cabinet  they  may 
not  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily,  although 
the  Treasury  has  the  duty  to  place,  and 
is  bound  to  place  in  the  strongest  way 
before  the  Cabinet  any  objections  which 
they  may  have  to  urge. 

The  Marquess  of  SALISBURY  : 
If  I  may  explain,  I  think  it  is  a  mistake 
to  assume  that  it  is  only  large  measures 
which  produce  large  effects.  I  quite  agree 
that  questions  of  large  measures  go  to  the 
Cabinet,  and  if  the  Cabinet  think  the 
Treasury  wrong  the  Treasury  is  overruled. 
Just  as  a  wall  is  built  of  bricks,  reforms — 
salutary  reforms — are  built  up  of  a  long 
succession  of  useful  changes,  but  it  is  in 
those  smaller  changes  which  individually 
are  small,  but  in  the  aggregate  are  large, 
that  I  think  the  exaggerated  oontrol  of 

The  E'lrl  of  Kiinberley. 


the  Treasury-  has  done  harm.  I  think  it 
has  had  the  effect  of  discouraging  and  im- 
peding reform,  and  it  has  had  besides  the 
effect  of  taking  away  the  freedom  and 
diminishing  the  initiative  of  the  respec- 
tive departments.  I  do  not  wish  to  use 
language  of  exaggeration,  but  I  think  it 
is  an  evil,  and  I  fear  the  great  power 
which  the  Treasury  has  acquired  in  this 
coun^,  in  consequence,  no  doubt,  of  its 
great  service  in  getting  rid  of  corruption 
and  extravagance,  has  been  carried  too 
far,  and  much  of  the  immobility  of 
the  departments  of  which  complaint  is 
made  is  due  to  the  existence  of  this  undue 
control. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBEEIiEY:  I  know 
it  is  out  of  order  for  me  to  speak  again^ 
but  I  should  like  to  make  this  admission,, 
that  I  do  think  that  in  some  cases  where 
the  matter  is  not  apparently  one  <rf  great 
and  supreme  importance  there  have  bera 
things  omitted  to  be  done  which  have 
subsequently  had  serious  consequences. 
Such  things  I  have  known,  and  especially 
this,  that  discussion  with  the  Treasury 
sometimes  causes  undue  and  dangerous 
delay ;  and  I  remember  more  than  one 
case  where  things  were  allowed  to  tide 
over  because  of  the  long  discussions  until 
the  moment  for  action  was  lost. 


MR.  JUSTICE   (JBANTHAM  AND  THE. 
DEAN  OK  DURHAM.— QtTESTION. 

The  Earl  of  DURHAM  i  M.y  Lords,. 
I  beg  to  ask  the  noble  and  learned  Lord 

on  the  Woolsack  a  question  of  which  I 
have  given  Mm  private  notice — namely, 
\Vlietner  his  attention  has  been  drawn  tO' 
the  utterances  of  Mr.  Justice  Grantham 
on  the  Bench  with  reference  to  a  reoeoL 
sermon  of  the  Dean  of  Durham. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Halsbury>:  My  Lords,  I 
apprehend  that  the  question  has  been  put. 
to  me  because  I  am  head  of  the  Judicial 
Bench.  The  utterances  of  a  gentlemsB 
like  the  Dean  of  Durham,  I  sn|^cwe,. 
would  be  listened  to  with  respect ;  but  I 
cannot  help  saying  that,  if  deans  will 
take  advantage  of  their  pulpiU  to  intro- 
duce violent  political  controversy  when 
no  one  can  answer  them,  and  where  thoae 
whose  feelings  mi^  be  dee|d^  offended  go- 
fer the  purpose  of  wonshippiiig  Ood  and 
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not  for  the  purpose  of  listening  to  violent 
political  controversy,  I  do  not  think  it 
lies  in  their  mouth  to  complain  that 
others  should  take  advantage  else- 
where of  the  opportunity  of  protestihe 
against  such  language  and  such 
obaervations  as  those  to  which  my  atten- 
tion has  been  c^ed.  It  would,  perhaps, 
be  a  counsel  of  perfection  if  deans  and 
judges  kept  themselves  clear  of  political 
controversy.  But  that  is  not  the  question 
which  the  noble  Lord  asks  at  present.  ,1 
have,  by  the  courtesy  of  the  noble  Lord 
faimself,  been  afforded  an  opportunity  of 
readiag  the  sermon  in  question  ;  and 
epeakiag,  I  hope,  with  the  calmness  of 
«ne  who  had  not  been  obliged  to  listen  to 
it,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  a  more  oifen- 
«ire,  and,  to  my  mind,  a  more  mischievous 
«ntion  has  seldom  been  delivered  from 
the  puIjHt.  I  do  not  propose  to  read  the 
wfHTOs  of  the  whole  of  the  sermon,  but 
youp  Lordships  will  probably  allow  me  to 
read  one  or  two  extracts.  I  think  when 
it  is  remembered  how,  where,  and  when, 
these  words  were  uttered  one  cannot  be 
surprised  that  some  people  should  be,  at 
all  events,  deeply  offended  at  the  utter- 
uoe.  One  very  interesting  passage  is 
this— 

"  It  is  absat  330  yean  since  such  another  war 
tiroke  oaL" 

— I  should  like  to  call  your  Lordships' 
attention  to  the  word  "  such." — 

"  The  greatest  sea  Power  in  the  world,  theo 
the  only   real  colonial  empire  in  the  world, 
the  laud  whose  Midlers  were  far  above  all  in 
repute  for  bardDess  and  bravery,  the  land  of  an 
inexhauMtible  rapely  of  wealth,  whose  tnuje 
truly  followed  its  aa^ — this  Power  set  itself  to 
trample  down  one  of  the  free  fmall  States  of 
Earope.    The  Church  blessed  the  effort— the 
little  State  was  independent,  heretical,  an 
offence  in  the  nose  of  the  Imperialism  of  that  . 
age.    They  thought  little  of  such  a  Riaall  I 
■country-,  hardly  a  country  at  all ;  they  were  the  I 
hanghty  overlords  over  it ;  these  were  the  .un-  ! 
fortunate  Begffars  whose  resistance  cmild  it»t 
itand  more  than  a  few  niontlis  liefore  the  ; 
»tron{;ertt  Power  in  Europe  (whirh  had  the 
men,  the  gu"s,  ami  the  money  t«o).    They  ! 
treated  their  raggeil  enemies  with  coatempt,  I 
tiieir  free  life  should  go,  the  Imperial  Power  i 
inuHt  prevail,  and  the  Church  again  nbould  I 
control  the  erring  people  with  the  grifn  control  I 
of  fire  and  sword.   Need  I  can)'  an  the 
patsUel  ?  It  is  writ  full  large  for  anyone  who 
tea  gnu»  to  read  it^  in  the  pages  of  history." 

With  reference  to  the  parallel,  I  think 
that  if  there  is  one  peiioa  of  the  world's 
liistcvy  and  one  military  ejcpedition  which 


has  been  stamped  by  the  re{H^bation  of 
all  civilised  beings  it  is  the  great  crime  of 
the  military  ei^udition  of  the  Duke  of 
Alva  in  the  Netherlands  ;  and  that  is  the 
parallel  which  the  Dean  of  Durham  thinks 
it  right  to  mention.  But  the  passage  to 
which  the  learned  Judge  called  attention 
was  of  a  more  modem  character ;  md 
this  sermon  which  was  preached,  as  I 
understand,  with  the  object  of  inciilcatang 
Christian  charity  and  lore  towards  one 
another,  proceeds  thus — 

"WHiatithen,  do  we  find  around  With 
what  spirit  do  we  »end  out  our  fighting  men? 
The  drunken  revels  which  fonn  the  rauaic-luill 
ideals  of  good-fellowship— the  excitement  of 
the  gin  palace  and  the  London  ijtreeRt — a»  if 
the  bottle  was  the  bei^t  prelude  for  the  tiattle  ; 
the  cries  to  the  poor  lads  to  avenge  this  or  that, 
the  greedy  newspapers  spreading  unfounded 
slanders  against  onr  opponents,  the  insistence 
by  which  prejudice  and  angry  ignorance  liave 
persuaded  us  that  the  enemy  was  )iut  a  horde 
of  savages,  who  would  run  away  at  once.  The 
whole  temper  of  our  times  is  so  utterly  anti- 
Christian  t^at  it  a^isJs  me  when,  from  ihio 
quietude  of  this  home,  I  look  out  upon  it  all, 
and  note  Uie  intolerance  with  which  men  hate 
opinlonsopposed  to  the  momentary  enthusiasm." 

Now,  my  Lords,  with  reference  to  tJiis 
language,  I  dai-esay  it  is  true  that  in  some 
of  tne  enthusiastic  demonstrations  which 
took  place  in  the  London  streets,  the  idea 
of  fellowship,  in  some  classes  of  life,  was 
to  offer  drink ;  and  1  have  seen  it  stated 
that  in  some  instances  some  of  those  poor 
fellows,  taking  leave  of  their  nearest  and 
dearest  did  take  too  much  drink.  It  is 
very  likely  to  be  true  ;  but  I  ask  is  this 
the  language,  is  this  the  mode  in  which 
the  enthusiastic  loyalty  and  bravery  of 
those  who  are  going  out  to  fight  the 
battles  of  their  couutry  ought  to  be  de- 
nounced by  a  Christian  clergyman  in  a 
Christian  church  ?  And  now,  my  Lords, 
I  come  to  the  Judge's  offencei  When  I 
first  saw  the  controversy  in  the  news- 
papers I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  thought 
an  easy  answer  could  be  given,  because 
I  thought  that  if  one  gentleman  misunder- 
stood what  another  gendeman  had  said  he 
would  apologise  by  saying  that  he  was 
sorry  for  the  language  he  bad  used.  But 
I  have  the  language  here  printed  by  the 
authority  of  the  Dean,  and  for  the  life  of 
me  I  cannot  understand  the  difference 
between  what  Mr.  Justice  Grantham 
referred  to  and  the  Dean's  printed  words. 
The  suggestion  therefore  that  the  learned 
Judge  was  in  error  in  taking  a  newspaper 
report  as  evidence  appears  to  be  eztrar 
oidinary  in  foce  o£  the  net  that  the  report 
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was  perfectly  accurate.     Now  I  come  to  i 
the  more  immediate  question,  whether ! 
my  attention  has  been  drawn  to  the 
remarks  of  Mr.  Justice  Grantham.    Yes.  , 
The  noble  Lord  thinks  that  I  have  some  ' 
control  over  the  judges.     I  am   not  > 
cectain  whether  I  mi^ht  not  aak  my  most ; 
rev.  friend  the  Archbishop  of  York  what  | 
he  will  do  with  the  I>Ban.   I  hare  a ! 
strong  stispicion  that  he  has  a  greater  ; 
control  over  the  Dean  than  I  have  over , 
the  Judge,    For  the  benefit  of  the  people  \ 
of  this  country  it  has  long  been  a  regular  | 
and  ascertained  rule,  and  established  by  , 
statute,  that  the  judges  are  perfectly . 
indepeij^ent  of  all  control,  except  that  an  ' 
Address  may  be  moved  in  the  Houses  of 
Parliament.     Perhaps  the  noble  Lord 
would  like  to  take  that  course.    I  do 
not  promise  him  much  suppwt;  but 
that  is  the  only  constitutional  course. 
Although  I  may  say  that  the  counsel 
of  perfection  is  one  which  I  would  myself 
prefer,  I  do  not  at  all  wonder  at  Mr. 
Justice  Grantham,  who  has  taken  a  deep 
and  most  useful  interest  in  the  Volunteers, 
and  has  been  able  to  assist  them  in  their 
efforts  to  act  for  their  country,  being  deeply 
grieved  at  reading  what  I  think  is  a  most 
unjust  and  improper  observation,  charac- 
terising our  conduct  in  sending  out  men 
because  two  or  throe  of  their  fellows,  in 
bidding  good-bye  to  their  friends,  had 
taken  too  much  to  drink  on  their  way  to 
the  station.    The  Dean  saj^  he  has  not 
sacrificed  his  right  of  free  speech  as  an 
Englishman.    Neither  has   Mt.  Justice 
Grantham.     Mr.   Justice  Grantham  is 
entitled  to  have  his  opinion.    But  there 
is  this  difference  l^etween  them.  The 
learned  Judge  addressed  the  grand  jury, 
and  the  grand  jiury  could,  if  it  pleased, 
reply  to  him.    In  more  than  one  instance 
a  grand  jury  has  replied  to  a  judge  with 
whom  they  did  not  agree.    The  Dean 
spoke  where  no  one  oould  re^^r  and, 
apart  from  any  other  question,  I  should 
have  thought  that  that  »ct  would  induce  a 
more  modest  reticence  on  the  part  of  the 
Dean  than  he  appears  to  have  observed. 
The  Judge  is  perfectly  independent,  and 
he  exercised  his  rights  as  an  Englishman 
in  speaking  as  he  did.    As  far  as  I  myself 
am  concerned,  although  I  have  no  control 
over  the  Dean,  I  express  my  opinion  as  an 
Englishman  that  it  was  a  great  outrage  to 
IH*each  such  a  sermon  in  a  church. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:  My  Lords, 
may  Ij  with  the  indulgence  of  the  House, 

The  Earl  of  HtMiirt/. 


say  a  word  with  regard  to  pulpit  utter- 
ances, and  relate  an  expenence  of  my 
father  when  a  member  of  Mr.  Gladstone  s 
Government  t  My  father  went  to  a 
church  and  heard  the  clerxyman  say,  in 
the  course  of  his  sermon,  that  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's Government  was  "a  wave  of 
iniquity  howling  in  the  unutterable 
depths." 


SQI  TH  AFRKUN  WAR-SIR  WILLIAM 

Bl'TLER'S  DESPATCHES. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:    My  Lords, 
the  Notice  standing  in  my  name— "To 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  experience  gained  during  the 
South  African  campaign  as  to  the  arma- 
ments and  the  numerical  strength  of  th» 
enemy  in  the  field  has  tended  in  any  way 
to  throw  doubt  ^ther  upon  the  accuracy 
or  the  completehess  of  the  informaticHi 
obtained  as  to  these  matters  by  the  In- 
telligence Department  before  the  out- 
break of  hostilities ;  and  whether  it  is 
proposed  to  lay  before  Parliament  the 
despatches  of  Lieutenant  General  Sir 
William  Butler  white  in  command  at  the 
Cape ;  and  to  move  for  papers "  -  was 
put  on  the  Paper  before  the  speech  of  the 
noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  on  Tuesday ;  and  as  to  the  first 
I  part  of  the  question  I  am  perfectly  satis- 
1  ned  with  the  statement  he  then  made. 
^  At  the  same  time,  I  hope  the  noble  Mar- 
I  quess  Anil  not  consider  that  I  am  unduly 
1  critical  if  I  say  just  one  word  or  two  with, 
regard  to  the  delay  which  has  occurred 
I  before  the   noble   Marquess   did  what 
I  seems  to  me  to  be  only  a  simple  act  of 
'  justice  to  the  Intelligence  Department. 

•  111  putting  this  notice  of  motion  on  the 

*  Paper  I  acted  absolutely  on  my  own 
I  initiative.  I  did  not  consult  any  member 
'  of  the  Intelligence  Department,  and  I  do 
'  not  appear  in  this  House  as  the  mouthpiece 
'  of  any  member  ot  it.  Owing  to  the 
'  silence  of  the  noble  Marquess  and  eveiy 

other  member  of  the  Government  on  this 
subject  for  nearly  three  months,  the 
public  have  licen  led  to  believe — and  I 
think  the  very  great  majority  of  the 
public  have  believed^ — that  the  Intelligence 
,  Department  has  been  scandalously  in- 
,  efficient.    As  long  ago  as  6th  November 
'  the  ball  was  set  rolling  with  regard  to  the 
!  Intelligence  Department.    On  that  date 
I  no  less  a  person  than  the  noble  Visconnt 
I  the  Commander-in-Chief  is  reported  in 
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the  newspapers  to  have  made  use  of  these 
words — 

**  We"  —  presnnuibly  the  (Utvemnient— 
"{onnd  that  the  enemy  were  tax  more 
nnnMToiiH  and  powerfnl  titan  we  bail  antici- 
pateil." 

Naturally,  my  Lonls,  these  words  were 
taken  as  an  indication  that  the  noble 
Yisoonnt  had  no  great  confidence  in  the 
Intelligence  Department,  and  the  public 
(Ustmst  in  that  Department  was  intensi- 
fied as,  day  by  day,  cheeks,  reverses,  and 
disasters  were  heard  of,  seeming  to  show 
more  and  more  clearly  how  entirely  the 
Government  hatl  been  deceived  with 
regard  to  the  strength  of  the  Boer  forces. 
Not  only  did  no  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment say  one  single  word  in  exoneration 
of  the  Intelligence  Dmartment,  but  while 
the  newspapers  were  mil  of  these  insinua- 
tions the  Leader  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons went  down  to  Manchester  and  made 
his  "  man-in-the-street  "  speech  ;  and  it 
was  also  reported  in  the  newspapers, 
whether  true  or  not,  that  Mr.  Kruger  had 
state<l  that  he  had  entirely  deceived  our 
emissaries  with  regard  to  the  importations 
of  guns  and  ammunition.  Parliament  was 
not  in  session,  truly,  but  to  every  one  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  the  platform  and 
the  press  are  open,  and,  if  the  noble 
Marquess  did  not  wish  to  nish  into  print 
or  to  appear  himself  on  a  platform,  the 
task  01  exonerating  the  Intelligence 
Department  might  easily  have  been  dele- 
gated to  one  of  his  colleagues.  I  think  the 
noble  Marquess  will  agree  with  me  that  it 
is  unfortunate  he  did  not  find  time  and 
opportunity  at  an  earlier  period  to  ex- 
onerate the  Intelligence  Department.  It  is 
clear  that  the  principal  colleague  of  the 
noble  Marquess,  the  Prime  Minister,  was 
perfectly  unaware  that  the  Intelli- 
gence Department  was  not  to  blame,  for 
the  noble  Marquess  sud  on  Tuesday  last 
that  it  was  very  probable  tJie  Intelligence 
Department  had  not  got  a  great  deal  of 
information  because  they  had  not  a  great 
deal  of  money. 

The  MARQUE.S.S  of  SALISBURY  :  I 
do  not  think  I  used  those  words.  I 
stated  that  getting  information  necessi- 
tated the  use  of  a  great  deal  of  money. 

Lord  MONKSWELL:  I  think  the 
noble  Marquess  implied  that  he  was  not 
oonfidentthat  the  Intelligenca  Department 
Irad  given  to  the  Government  that  in- 


formation which  it  was  desirable  the 
Government  should  have.  Aa  to  the 
despatches  of  Sir  William  Butler,  the 
question  has  I>een  raised  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  I  ask  for  the  production 
of  those  despatches  -  on  the  two  grounds 
that  were  stated  in  that  House  oy  my 
right  hon.  friend  Sir  Henry  CanplieQ- 
Bannerman  —first,  on  the  ground  that  the 
public  have  a  right  to  know  what  advice 
Sir  William  Butler  hud  given  bo  the 
Grovemment ;  and,  secondly,  on  the 
ground  that  Sir  William  Butler  has  a 
right  to  have  his  charaeter  cleared  of  the 
grave  clOtiges  which  have  lieen  made.  I 
must  confess  that  it  does  seem  to  me 
rather  strange  that  these  despatches  have 
been  so  long  withheld.  I  beg  to  move 
my  motion. 

Moved— "  That  an  humble  address  l»e 
presented  to  Her  Majestv'  for  the 
despatches  of  Lieu  tenant-General  Sir 
William  Butler  while  in  command  at  the 
Cape."— (rA/-  Ijord  Moiik^trU.) 

*The  secretary  of  STATE  toe 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lassdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  I  understand  the  noble  Lord 
regards  the  few  words  which  fell  from  me 
the  other  evening  in  reference  to  the 
Intelligence  Braneh  as,  upon  the  whole,  a 
sufficient  answer  to  his  question.  But 
he  added  that  he  was  surprised  to  notice 
my  tardiness  in  defending  that  depart- 
ment of  the  War  Office.  He  told  your 
Lordships  that  so  long  ago  as  November 
last,  the  Commander-m-Chief  himself  had, 
in  effect,  pleaded  guilty  on  behalf  of  the 
Intelligence  Branch. 

Lord  MONKSWELL :  No.  What  I 
said  was  that  the  Commander-in-Chief 
had  used  words  which  induced  the  public 
to  suppose  that  the  Intelligence  I^part- 
ment  had  been  scandalously  inefficient. 

*The  Marquess  OF  LANSDOWNE :  I 
accept  the  noble  Lord's  correction.  The 
words  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  were 
that  we  had  found  the  Boers  more 
numerous  and  powerful  than  we  had  anti- 
cipated. Those  words  were  spoken,  I 
believe,  without  very  much  preparation, 
and  may  not  have  been  as  carefully 
weighed  as  if  they  had  formed  part  of  an 
official  statement.   But  tlie  Commander - 
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in-Ghiefs  meaning  was  perfectly  clear. 
What  he  intendM  to  convey'  to  his 
hearers  was  that  we  had  found  opposed 
to  U9  in  the  field  a  laraar  number  of 
the  enemy  than  we  had  anticipated; 
and  that  was,  I  think,  a  perfectly 
correct  statement.  I  am  under  the 
impression  that  at  this  moment  the 
Boers  have  placed  every  man  in  their 
country  in  the  fighting  line.  In  most  of 
our  forecasts  we  had  anticipated  that 
part  of  the  Boer  forces  would  be  detailed 
to  watch  the  frontier  at  other  points. 
We  believe  that  that  has  not  been  done, 
and  that  the  enemy  have  put  in  the  fight- 
ing line  in  Natal  and  on  the  western 
border  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  one 
may  almost  say  every  soldier  that 
they  possess,  lliat  was  the  meaning  of 
the  Commander-in-Chief.  But  then  the 
noble  Lord  went  on  to  suggest  that  it  was 
my  business,  if  I  had  noticed— as  I 
presume  he  thinks  I  should  have  noticed 
— the  attacks  made  upon  the  Intelligence 
Department,  to  exonerate  that  depart- 
ment in  the  press  or  on  the  platform. 
All  I  can  say  is  that,  if  the  head  of  a 
department,  which,  as  the  noble  Lord 
knows  himself*  is  somewhat  hard  worked 
even  in  ordinary  times,  were  to  take 
upon  himself  in  a  time  like  that  through 
wnich  we  have  been  passing  to  reply  to 
every  attack  in  the  press  on  himself  or 
on  his  subordinates,  he  would  not  have 
much  leisure  left  for  the  legitimate  work 
of  his  office.  With  regard  to  the 
Intelligence  Branch,  I  repeat  what  I  said 
'  the  other  day,  that  although  they  make 
no  pretence  to  infallibility,  and  although 
they  are  ready  to  admit  that  there  may 
have  been  cases  in  which  either  men  or 
munitions  of  war  have  found  their  way 
into  the  Transvaal  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  department,  yet,  on  the  whole, 
their  information  has  been  carefully  and 
accurately  collected,  and  has  been  as 
sufficient  as  we  could  reasonably  expect. 
Then  I  pass  to  the  second  question  of  the 
noble  Lord.     He  asks  me  whether  it  is 

Sroposed  to  lay  before  Parliament  the 
espatohes  of  Lieutenant  -  General  Sir 
William  Butler  while  in  command  at  the 
Gape.  My  Lords,  we  do  not  intend  to 
present  those  despatches  to  Parliament. 
It  is  clear  from  what  has  been  said  by  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  desires  information  as 
to  the  circumstances  which  led  to  Sir 
William  Butler's  resignation,  and,  I 
imagine,  also  as  to  the  allegation  that  Sir 
Hu  Mttrqaexs  of  Lanadowne. 


William  Butler  constantly  supplied  her 
Majesty's  Grovemment  with  advice  and 
information  as  to  the  militair  strength  of 
the  Boers,  which  advice  and  information 
Her  Majesty's  Oovemment  are  supposed 
to  have  neglected.  Now,  my  Lords,  as 
to  the  correspondence  and  despatches  for 
which  the  noble  Lord  has  moved,  I  am 
afraid  they  could  not,  with  advantage,  be 
presented  to  the  public  at  the  present 
time,  but  I  am  perfectly  ready  to  tell  the 
noble  Lord  that  Sir  William  Butler's 
resignation  was  placed  in  my  hands,  and 
accepted  by  me,  on  the  ground  of 
divergence  of  opinion  between  himself 
and  the  High  Commissioner  —  a  diver- 

fence  so  great  that  Sir  William  Butler 
imself  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
his  presence  in  commAnd  in  South 
Africa  had  become  a  source  of  embarrass- 
ment to  the  High  Commissioner.  That 
statement  was  made  frankly  to  me  by  Sir 
William  Butler,  and  it  was  upon  that 
statement  that  I  accepted  his  resignation. 
I  also  desire  to  add  this,{that  in  the  Papers 
for  which  the  noble  Lora  has  moved,  and 
which  I  am  unable  to  present  to  the 
House,  there  is  nothing  whatever  which 
has  reference  to  any  estimate  which  Sir 
William  Butler  may  have  formed  of  the 
strength  of  the  Boer  forces  or  of  the 
strength  of  the  forces  which  it  was  our  duty 
to  oppose  to  them. 

Lord  MONKSWfiLL :  Do  I  under- 
stand the  noble  Marquess  to  say  that  in 
aW  these  despatches  Sir  William  Butler 
expressed  no  opinion  as  to  what  measures 
ought  to  be  taken  for  the  safety  of  Natal 
and  the  conduct  of  the  war,  if  war  broke 
out? 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
There  were  despatches,  no  doubt,  con- 
taining plans  of  defence  for  the  colonies — 
plans  of  considerable  minuteness — and 
for  that  ver}'^  reason  I  object  to  presenting 
to  Parliament  Papers  containing  very 
confidential  matter,  and  which,  moreover, 
it  is  not  usual  to  present  to  ParHament. 

On  Question,  resolved  in  the  ne^tive. 


Hoose  adjoDTned  at  Five  of 
the  clock,  till  To-mormw, 
iiquarter  past  Poor  of  the 

clock. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


249  Betumfi,  {1  Fkbrvary  1900} 


250 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Thwsdaift  1st  February,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILLS. 
Ordered,  That  Standing  Order  195  be 
«aspended,and  that  the  time  for  presenting 
Petitioiu  for  Private  Bills  to  the  House 
{which  shall  have  been  previously  en- 
dorsed by  the  Examiners)  be  extended 
to  Friday,  9th  February. — (Dr.  Far^u- 
Aorftm.) 


PETITIONS. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  SERVANTS' 
SUPERANNUATION. 

Petition  from  Wimbome  and  Cran- 
bome,  for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

OWNERS*  SITE  VALUES. 

Petition  from  Camberwell,  for  altera- 
tion of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY. 

Petitions  against,  from  Hackney ; 
Hackney  Wick ;  Walthamstow ;  Glou- 
cester; and  Huddersfield;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1887  TO  1898. 

Petiti<Hi8  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Camberwell;  and  Wimborne  and  Gran- 
borne  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  efe. 

WAGES  AND  EFFECTS  OF  DECEASED 
SEAMEN. 

Account  presented  [30th  January]  to 
be  printed.   [No.  2L] 

COLLEGE  C&ARTER  ACT,  1871  (UNI- 
VERSITY OF  BIRMINGHAM). 

Paper  [presented  30th  January]  to  be 
print«d.    [No.  22.] 

FOREIGN  JURISDICTION  ACT.  1890. 
Copy  jn^sented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
7th  October,  1899,  for  the  discontinuance 
AS  regards  all  such  matters  and  cases  as 
come  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Japanese  Courts,  of  the  operation  of  the 


Orders  in  Council  regulating  Her  Majesty's 
Consular  Jurisdiction  in  Japan  as  from 
4th  August,  1899  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Copy  presentwl, — of  Onler  in  Council  of  ■ 
7th  October,  1899,  entitled  The  East 
Africa  Order  in  Council,  1899  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council  of 
7th  October,  1899,  entitled  The  Somali- 
land  Order  in  Council,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  npon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council 
of  27th  December,  1899,  entitled  The 
Northern  Nigeria  Order  in  Council,  1899 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  27th  December,  1H99,  entitled  The 
Southern  Nigeria  Order  in  Council,  1899 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — ^of  Order  in  Council 
of  27th  December,  1899,  entitled  The 
Lagos  Protectorate  Order  in  Council,  1899 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Council 
of  11th  January,  1900,  entitled  The 
Somali  and  Brunei  (Repeal)  Order  in 
Council,  1900  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  ACT,  I8W. 

Copy  jpresented,^ — of  Order  in  Council 
of  7th  October,  1899,  approving  certain 
Pilotage  Bye-laws  made  by  the  Cork 
Harbour  Commissioners  [by  Act]  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  28th  November,  1899,  approving 
certain  Pilotage  Bye-laws  made  by  the 
Barry  Pilotage  Board  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  TaWe. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  28th  November,  1899,  approving 
certain  Bye-laws  made  by  the  Swansea 
Harbour  Trustees  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Copy  presented, —  of  Order  in  Council 
of  28th  November,  1899,  extending  the 
provisions  of  Section  444  of  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act,  1894  (bad  line),  to  India 
[by  Act]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
of  27th  December,  1899,  approving 
certain  Pilotage  Bye-laws  made  by  the 
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Bolfaut  Uai-bour  Coniiuiesioners  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  iii  Counci* 
of  27th  December,  1899,  approving 
certain  Rlotage  Bye-Ijaws  made  by  the 
Coporation  of  Trinity  House  [by  Act] ;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

GOVERNMENT  OF  INDIA  ACT,  1868. 

Copy  presented,  -of  Order  in  Council 
of  28th  November,  1899,  approving  a 
Statement  of  new  and  revised  appoint- 
ments, alterations  of  salaries,  and  abmition 
of  appointment  in  the  Establishment  of 
the  Secretar}^  of  State  for  India  in  Council 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LAND   TKANSFElt   ACT.  1897. 

Copy  presented,— of  Order  in  Counci^ 
of  28th  Noveml)er,  1899,  postponing  the 
operation  of  tht'  Land  Transfer  Order  in 
Council  of  18th  July,  1898,  in  certain 
portions  of  the  Coun^  of  London  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  l^ble. 

ROYAL  IRISH  CONSTABULARY 
PENSIONS. 

Copy  presented,— of  Ketum  showing 
the  names  of  all  Constabulary  Officers 
now  in  receipt  of  Pensions,  of  all  Head 
Constables,  Sergeants,  and  Constables,  and 
of  all  Widows  and  Children  to  whom  Pen- 
sions have  been  granted  since  the  Con- 
stabulaiT  Estimate  for  1899-1900  was 
prepared,  with  the  amount  and  date  of 
Pension  in  each  case  [by  Command]  j  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

TREASURY  CHEST. 

Account  presented, — for  the  year 
1898^9,  together  with  the  Report  of  the 
Comptroller  and  Auditor  General  thereon 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to 
be  printed.   [K^o.  23.] 

BANK  OF  ENGLAND. 

Copy  presented,— of  Keturn  of  the 
amount  of  Notes  issued  more  than  forty 
years  which  have  not  been  presented  for 
payment,  and  which  have  been  written 
off  on  the  9th  November,  1899,  from  the 
total  amount  of  Notes  issued  from  the 
Issue  Department  of  the  Bank  of  Engluid 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


{COMMONS}  ReporU%  dr.  25S 

GREEK  LOAN. 
Account  presented, — of  Moneys  paid 
out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  for  Interest 
and  Sinking  Fimd  on  that  part  of 
the  Greek  Loan  guaranteed  by  this 
Country  and  of  the  amount  repaid  by  the 
Greek  Government  on  account  of  the 
same  to  31st  December,  1899  [by  Act!  ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Tabic,  and  to  be  iNrinted. 
[No.  24.] 

SARDINIAN  LOAN. 
Account  presented, — of  the  Total  Suma 
issued  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund  and 
advanced  to  His  Majesty  the  King  of 
Sardinia,  and  of  the  Sums  receiv  ed  to 
31st  December,  1899,  for  Interest  and 
Sinking  Fund  thereof  [by  Act] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  25.] 

DUCHY  OF  CORNWALL. 
Account  presented, — of  the  Keceipta 
and  Disbursements  of  the  Duchy  of  Corn- 
wall for  the  year  ended  31st  December,. 
1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.   [No.  26.] 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  18M. 
Copies  presented,  —  oi  Treasury 
Minutes  declaring  that  the  under-men- 
tioned persons  were  appointed  to  the 
offices  set  against  their  names  withont  a 
Civil  Service  Certificate  through  inad- 
vertence on  the  part  of  the  Heads  of 
their  Departments,  viz. : — 

John  Brooks,  Engine  Man,  Post  Office^ 
Jjondon    Post  Office  Department^ 
dated  30th  April,  1859  j 
Joseph  Hill,  Shell    Moulder,  Royal 
Laboratory,  War  Office  Department, 
dated  26th  May,  1859; 
Marianna  Prince,  Postmistress,  Brid- 
port  Post  Office  Department,  dated 
Uth  January,  1865 ; 
Bryan    M'Donald,    Rural  Postman, 
Carrick-on-Suir  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment, dated  23rd  April,  1875 ; 
William  Cleaver,  Postman,  Bath  Post 
Office  Department,  dated  24th  July. 
1876; 

George  William  Seaborne,  Postmaster, 
Shoreham  Post  Office  Department, 
dated  18th  December,  1877; 
James  Simpson,  Postmaster,  Alnwick 
Post  Office  Department,  dated  25tlL 
June,  1873 

[by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1887.  ] 
Copy  presented, — of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  1st  November,  1899,  granting  a 
reduced  retired  allowance  to  Mr.  Patrick 
Quinliven,  Excise  Officer,  Dublin  Collec- 
tion, in  the  service  of  the  Commissioner 
<A  Inland  Revenue  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 


1900} 


Questions. 


25-t 


Thk  under  secretary  or 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  May  I  ask  the  hon.  Member 
to  address  t^is  question  to  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  1 


Mr.  DILLON :  I  will  put  it  to  the- 
right  hon.  Qentleman  to-morrow. 


ARMY  (YEOMANRY  CAVALRY).  \ 
Copy  presented, — of  Training  Return  for  [ 
1899  [bv  Command];  to  lie  upon  the' 
Table.  J 

INEBRIATE   RETREATS  (RULES  FOR' 
MANAGEMENT).  I 

Copy  presented, — of  Regulations  and  ! 
Orders  made  with  the  approval  of  the , 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart-  j 
ment,  for  the  Domestic  Management  of  : 
the  Buntingford  House  Retreat,  Hert- 1 
fordshire,  licelised  as  a  Retreat  under  the  I 
inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1899  [by  Act] ; 

to  lie  upon  the  Table.  *  1 

I 

PAPER  LAID   UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Building  Societies.  —  Copy  of  Fifth 
Annual  Report  by  the  Chief  Registrar 
of  Friendly  Societies  of  the  Proceedings 
of  the  Ru^trars  under  the  Building 
Societies  Acts,  Ac.  [by  Act] ;  to  he 
printed,    [No.  27.] 

TRADE  AND  NAVIGATION. 
Return  ordered,  "  of  Accounts  relating 
to  Trade  and  Navigation  of  the  United 
Kingdom  for  each  month  during  the  year 


Return,  in  part,  presented  accordingly ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  28V 


QUESTIONS. 


-SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-SIR  W. 
BUTLER'S  REPORTS. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
will  lay  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  an^ 
reports  or  memoranda  on  'the  military 
dtuation  in  South  Africa  sent  in  by  Sir 
William  Butler  daring  the  three  months 
b^ore  he  was  Te!ievea  of  his  command 
in  South  Africa. 


Me.  WYNDHAM :  I  beUeve  the  First 
Lord  will  be  ready  to  answer  it  to-day. 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  th& 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whefher, 
in  view  of  the  numerous  comments  which 
have  appeared  in  the  press  with  reference 
to  the  views  and  proceedings  of  Sii- 
William  Butler,  and  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  rules  of  the  service  preclude  an 
oflSoer  from  placing  on  record  the  true- 
facts  of  the  case,  the  Government  will 
supply  the  House  with  such  despatches  of 
Sir  William  Butler,  or  such  information 
as  to  the  advice  he  has  from  time  to  time 
given  the  War  Office,  as  will  enable  a 
correct  estimate  of  his  conduct  to  be 
arrived  at. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester^ 
E.) :  There  appears  to  be  no  reason  for 
laying  any  further  despatches  of  Sir 
William  Butler's  on  the  Table  of  the 
House.  His  j^eneral  (^onions  unHi  South 
African  questions  are  very  well  known  to 
the  pu}>lic,  and  there  has  been  no  conceal- 
ment on  the  subject.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  is  worth  reiterating  in  explicit 
terms  to  the  House  that  he  never  in  any 
communication  to  the  War  Office,  public, 
semi-public,  or  private,  suggested  that  the 
number  of  troops  requiredin  the  case  of 
an  outbreak  of  hostilities  would  be  any- 
thing like  the  number  of  troops  actually 
sent  to  the  theatre  of  war. 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Now  sent  ? 

Mr.  a.  .T.  3ALF0UR :  No,  not  now 
sent.  I  nant  to  make  this  quite  plain,  as 
doubts  are  thrown  upon  the  statement. 
The  statement  is  this.  There  were  sent 
out  as  a  defensive  force  before  the  out- 
break of  hostilities  24,000  men,  or  there- 
abouts, to  Natal  and  Cape  Colony.  There 
were  sent  out  subsequently  what  is  known 
as  the  Field  Force,  and  those  two  to- 
gether amount  to  a  body  of  men  well  in 
excess  of  70,000.  Sir  William  Butler 
never  suggested  a  number  of  men  any- 
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thing  like  that  as  being  necessary  in  the  |  The  following  questions  also  appeared 
case  of  an  outbreak  ofliostilities.  \  on  the  ])aper — 


Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  May  I  ask  whether  Sir  William 
Sutler  did  not  send  a  statement  of  the 
Boer  forces  and  of  the  sta-ength  of  the 
Boer  ampamenta  to  the  War  ^ce  or  to 
the  Government,  and  whether,  if  such  a 
statement  exists,  it  may  be  laid  before 
the  Hoose  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  am  not  aware 
that*  he  sent  any  such  statement,  but  if 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  put  a  question 
either  to  me  or  to  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War,  we  will  endeavour  to  answer  it. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  The 
right  hon.  Gendeman  in  his  answer 
has  limited  his  statement  to  the  War 
Office;  may  I  ask  whether  he  includes 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  in  that  department? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  do  not  sup- 
pose he  sent  any  communications  on 
purely  military  subjects  except  to  his 
military  chiefs.  I  never  heard  of  it,  nor 
would  it  have  been  a  proper  course  to 
pursue. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Did  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  attempt  to  interfere  with  Sir 
William  Butler  in  the  disposition  of  the 
troops? 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Had  the  reports  from 
Sir  W^illiam  Butler  reference  to  any  plan  of 
campaign  or  arrangement  of  the  troops  in 
Natal  t 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Older,  order !  Notice 
must  be  given  of  that  question. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  W^ar  will  now  consent  to  publish  the 
correspondence  between  the  War  Office 
and  Sir  William  Butler  which  led  to  the 
resignation  by  Sir  William  Butler  of  his 
command  at  the  Cape,  and  the  letter  of 
Sir  William  Butler  tendering  his  resigna- 
tion ;  and  whether  the  series  of  circum- 
stances which  terminated  in  Sir  William 
Butler's  resignation  commenced  by  repre- 
sentations made  to  the  Colonial  Office  by 
^  Alfred  Milner  on  the  divergence  of 
opinion  on  the  South  African  crisis 
between  Sir  William  Butler  and  himsdf. 


Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wicks  Burghs): 
To  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  if  he  will  lay  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House  a  copy  of  all  the  correspon- 
dence and  despatches  of  Major  Greneral 
Sir  William  Francis  Butler,  from  the  date 
of  that  distinguished  soldier's  appointment 
to  the  comnumd  of  the  troops  in  Soudi 
Africa  in  1898. 

Mr.  DILLON :  To  ask  *.be  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
will  now  publish  the  despatches  sent  by 
Sir  William  Butler  while  he  was  acting  as 
High  Commissioner  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  are  not 
prepared  to  lay  the  correspondence 
referred  to  on  the  Table  of  tjie  House. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  In 
order  to  clear  up  the  mystery  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  whether  Sir 
William  Butler  was  withdrawn,  or  did  he 
resign  ?  His  experience  was  certainly  <3i 
great  value. 


[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  SWIFT  M.\cNEILL :  I  do  press 
for  an  answer  to  the  second  part  of  my 
'  question. 

;    Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUK :  I  do  not  think 
I  Papers  could  be  laid,  but  there  need  be  no 
concealment  of  the  fact  that  Sir  William 
Butler  and  Sir  Alfred  Milner  had  divert 
j  gent  views  of  policy. 

I         PROGRESS  OF  TBE  WAR. 

I  Mr.  W.  ALLAN  (Gateshead) :  Can  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  us  any  infor- 
mation as  to  the  position  of  affairs  in 
I  South  Africa,  particularly  as  to  whether 
i  any  further  engagements  have  been 
I  fought  J 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR-  There  is  no  in- 
f (nrmation  to-day. 

THE  ALLEGED  BOER  CONSPIRACY. 

Mr.  BAINBBIDGE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  wfaetW, 
either  before  ^e  Octtriwr  aenion  of  Far- 
I  Uament  or  since,  the  Gtorenumnt  were  in 
I  possession  of  any  evidence  which  justified 
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them  in  believing  that  the  policy  of  the 
Transvaal  Republic  (with  or  without  an 
agreement  or  understanding  with  the 
Orange  Free  State)  is  the  establishment 
of  Boer  supremacy  over  the  colonies  of 
Natal  and  Cape  Colony ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  any  Papers  bearing  on  this  sub- 
ject will  be  laid  before  the  House. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  The  conclusion 
we  have  formed  upon  this  very  important 
question  of  course  is  the  result  of  the 
consideration  of  a  vast  number  of  par- 
ticular circumstances  which,  at  all  events 
in  my  opinion,  all  lead  up  to  the  conclu- 
sion I  have  more  than  once  expressed  in 
public,  and  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
embodied  in  this  question.  But  if  he 
asks  me  whether  there  is  any  statement 
by  President  Kruger  or  President  Steyn 
to  this  effect,  whether  they  have  ever 
announced  in  public  that  they  were 
parties  to  this  conspiracy  and  communi- 
cated the  fact  to  any  British  official  whose 
words  might  be  embodied  in  a  Blue- 
book,  of  course  that  is  not  the  case. 

Mr.  DALZIEL:  Has  the  Intelligence 
Department  supplied  any  evidence  on 
this  subject  which  can  be  laid  before  the 
House? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  They  are  not 
a  political  body. 

fON'TEMPLATED  MILITARY 
MEASURES. 

Sir      FORTESCUP:  FLANNERY 

i Yorkshire,  Shipley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
i'irst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
new  of  the  great  anxiety  throu^out  the 
country,  and  the  loss  of  time  resulting 
from  the  present  debate,  he  can  see  his 
way  to  state  at  once  what  steps  the 
Government  are  taking,  and  what  addi- 
tional adequate  reinforcements  they  are 
preparing  to  forward  to  South  Africa, 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  entirely 
recognise  with  my  hon.  friend  the  very 
great  importance  of  this  question  in  itself, 
and  also  the  great  public  interest  which 
it  naturally  and  properly  excites.  But 
my  hon.  fnend,  who  is  an  old  member  of 
the  House,  and  the  House  generally,  wilt 
recognise  that  it  will  be  not  only  most 
irregular,  but  most  inconvenient,  to 
interpol^  important  business  of  this 
kind,  which  must  lead  to  discussion,  into 


the  middle  of  the  Queen's  Speedi.  We, 
certainly,  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the 
House  and  on  .this  bench,  are  most 
anxious  for  every  reason  that  the  debate 
on  the  Address  should  be  brought  to  a 
rapid  conclusion.  The  House  is  aware 
that  it  does  not  rest  with  us,  and,  if 
blame  there  be,  it  is  not  my  business  to 
suggest  that  that  blame  should  be  placed 
on  tne  right  shoulders. 

JlR.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  always  very  fair, 
so  I  will  ask  him  whether  ho  recollects 
the  pledge  he  gave  us  last  session,  when 
the  Adm*ess  was  hurried  through,  that 
ample  time  would  be  given  for  the  dis- 
cussion of  Amendments  to  the  Address 
this  session. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  know 
what  the  terms  of  ray  answer  then  may 
have  been  ;  all  I  have  to  say  to-day  is 
that  we  are  most  anxious,  on  public 
grounds,  not  for  the  purpose  of  our  own 
convenience,  that  a  disciission  in  which, 
I  believe,  the  public  take  no  interest 
whatever  should  be  brought  to  a  speedy 
conclusion.  I  never  suggested  that  any 
undue  curtailment  of  the  debate  shoulcl 
take  place. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Why  do  you  not 
call  in  one  of  the  generals  to  "  take  away 
that  bauble,"  and  abolish  the  House  of 
Commons  % 

THE  JAMIKSON  KAID— THE  RHODES- 
HAWKSLEV  CORRESPONDENCE 

Mr.  8.  T.  EVANS  (Ghunoraan,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  m  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  letters  and  telegrams 
passing  between  the  late  Assistant  Per- 
manent Under  Secretary  for  the  Colonial 
Office  and  the  solicitor  to  the  Chartered 
Company  of  South  Africa,  which  were 
published  in  the  Independana;  Belgf.,  on 
the  5th  January  last,  and  which  were 
afterwards  republished  in  some  of  the 

CBS  of  this  cmintry ;  whether  inquiry 
been  made  as  to  the  authenticity  of 
those  letters  and  telegrams ;  uid  whether 
such  letters  and  telegrams  are  authentic 
and  accurate  ;  and  if  so,  whether  he  knew 
of  them  at  the  time  they  passed,  or  at 
what  date  they  first  came  to  his  knpw- 
ledc^ 
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The  following  question  also  appeared 
on  the  paper-— 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  :  To  aak  the  Firet 
iMvd  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Grovernment  has  been  drawn 
to  tlie  publication  during  the  present 
month  in  the  Independance  of 
•certain  letters  purporting  to  be  corre- 
spondents relating  to  the  South  African 
Commission,  and  whether  it  has  been 
thought  desirable  to  inquire  whether  such 
.letters  are  genuine. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  t-OR  the 
(COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  Birm- 
ingham, W.) :  The  answer  to  the  first  para- 
graph of  the  questionof  the  hon.  Memberfor 
Mid  Glamorganshire  is  in  the  affirmative. 
I  have  only  personal  knowle^e  cS.  two  or 
three  letters  from  Mr.  Fairmtld  and  one 
to  the  Colonial  Office.  These  am  sub- 
stantially^ but  I  think  not  verbally,  cor- 
xect.  As  to  the  remainder,  I  have  been 
informed  by  Mr.  Hawksley  that  it  has 
.recently  come  to  his  knowledge  that  they 
had  been  stolen  from  his  office  by  a 
■clerk  who  was  summarily  dismissed  in 
October,  1897.  Mr.  Hawksley  does  not 
say  whether  they  are  genuine  or  not.  I 
had  no  previcms  knowledge  except  of 
those  to  and  from  Mr.  Fairfield,  and  was 
only  informed  of  their  existence  a  few 
.days  before  chey  were  published. 

Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS :  My  question  was 
Kjonfined  to  the  documents  passing  be- 
tween Mr.  Fairfield  and  Mr.  Hawksley. 
May  I  point  out  that  the  right  hon. 
Uentleman  has  not  answered  the  last  part 
of  the  question,  whether  he  knew  of  the 
letters  and  telegrams  at  the  time  they 
passed,  or  at  what  date  they  first  came  to 
bis  knowledge  1 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  If  the  hon. 
Member  refers  solely  to  the  letters  of 
Mr.  Fairfield,**!  do  not  think  I  saw  them 
at  the  time,  but  I  have  no  doubt  they 
were  sent  under  my  instnictions. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
.ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  his  attention  has  been  directed 
.to  a  series  of  letters  published  on  the  6th 
inst  in  the  Ind^endame  Beige,  written  by 
the  late  Mr.  Fairfield,  the  head  of  the 
African  section  in  the  Colonial  Office,  and 
Mr,  Hawksley,  the  solicitor  of  the 
■Chartered  Company,  of  various  dates 


from  11th  February,  1896,  till  April, 
1897,  and  more  especially  a  letter  dated 
20th  February,  1897,  written  by  Mr. 
Hawksley  to  Eari  Orey,  a  ]Hvnunent 
director  of  the  Chartered  Company,  and 
the  administratorof  theCharteredCompany 
in  succession  to  Dr.  Jameson,  C.B.;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  these  letters  support  the 
charge  that  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  was  cognisant  of  the  Rhodes- 
Jameson  plot  against  the  Transvaal,  that 
the  Colonial  Office  had  arranged  to  secure 
the  acquittal  of  Dr.  Jameson,  C.B.,  and 
the  Right  Hon.  Cecil  Rhodes  by  the 
Select  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  that  an  agreement  had 
been  efiected  for  the  suppression  of  the 
series  of  letters  and  cablegrams  known  as 
the  Rhodes-Hawksley  Correspondence ; 
has  he  any  reason  to  believe  that  these 
letters  are  forgeries ;  and  what  stops,  if 
any,  do  the  Goveriunent  intend  to  take 
when  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  is  de- 
liberately charged  with  personal  dishonour 
and  public  falsehood. 

Mb.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  underetand 
that  this  question  has  been  answered 
already  by  my  right  hon.  friend. 

Mr.  SWItT  MacNEILL:  No;  the 
j  former  question  dealt  with  the  authen- 
ticity of  the  letters,  and  not  their  import. 
I  will  read  the  paragraph. 

!  Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member 
\  would  not  be  in  order  in  doing  that. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  It  seems  to  me 
that  aU  the  questions  have  been  answered 
except  that  in  the  last  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  question,  a  question 
which  I  suppose  he  hardly  means 
seriously. 

Mr.  SWItT  MacNEILL  :  Yes,  I  do. 

Mr,  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  H  he  does,  my 
view  is  that  such  accusations  should  l>e 
treated  with  contem^ 

Mr.  SWIFT  SUcNEILL  :  That  does 
not  fuiswer  the  second  paragraph.  Will 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  answer  or  de- 
cline to  answer  it  1  I  do  not  care  which. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  wiU  answer 
that  in  the  negative. 
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THE  MA6ERSIX)NTEIK  EMUAOEMENT.  ^ 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask  | 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  ' 
there  will  be  a  full  inquiry  instituted  into  i 
the  circumstanccB  that  led  to  the  deplor-  { 
able  loss  of  the  Highknd  Brigade  at  i 
Magersfonteiii. 

Mr,  A-  J.  BALFOUR :  While  military  \ 
operations  are  ^ing  on  there  can  lie  no  1 
inquiry  of  the  kind  suggested  by  the  hon.  ! 
Gentleman. 


THE  CABINET  COMMITTEE  OP 
DEFENCE. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis): 
I  beg   to  ask  the  Fii-st  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  he  can  say  generally 
what  are  the  matters  which  the  Com- 
mittee of  Defenca  considers  and  decides  | 
upon,  and  what  are  its  functions.    Does  ; 
it  deal  with  matters  of  naval  or  military  j 
strateigy,  and  with  the  numbers  and  oom- 
position  of  the  naval  or  military  forces  to  | 
be  employed  for  specific  pun>oses  1   Does  j 
it  take  adWce  from  na^  al  or  military  i 
exports  before  coming  to  its  decisions  1 , 
Does  it  take  into  consideration  the  bear- 1 
ing  of  political  considerations  upon  pro-  \ 
posed  naval  or  military  action  t   How  i 
are  its  members  appointed  t   And  is  any  ! 
record  kept  of  its  procecflings  1 
• 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  Committee 
of  Defence  is  a  committee  of  the  Cabinet,  j 
and  does  not  differ  essentially  from  other  i 
committees  of  the  Cabinet.  It  neither ' 
removes  responsibility  from  the  Cabinet ! 
as  a  whole,  nor  from  any  of  the  Ministers  j 
responsible  for  the  Departments  either  of  I 
the  Army  or  of  the  Navy.  Of  course  the  [ 
Committee  obtains  the  best  information  > 
it  can  from  experts  and  from  othera.  Like  | 
nther  Cabinet  Committees  it  keeps  no  ' 
records. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  :  Is  there  any  founda-  , 
tion  for  the  statement  that  the  Committee  | 
did  not  meet  for  six  months  after  it  Has  i 
appointed  i  I 

I 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  I  have  not  | 
seen  the  statement,  and  I  really  do  not ; 
know. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNWLL  :  Has  there  \ 
ever  been  a  Committee  of  Defence  in  any  ; 
other  Cabinet  before  1 


Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order, order!  That 
does  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  May  I  call 
attention  to  the  fact  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  I  do  not  know  whether  in- 
advertently or  whether  perhaps  because 
he  did  not  wish  to  answer  my  questions, 
-has  not  replied  to  the  questions  as  to 
whether  the  Committee  deals  with 
matters  of  strategy,  whether  it  takes  into 
consideration  thei)earin^  of  political  con- 
siderations, and  how  its  members  are 
appointed  ^ 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR :  I  thought  my 
answer  really  covered  the'  givand.  My 
hon.  friend  must  be  aware  that  Com- 
mittees of  the  Cabinet  are  appointed  by 
the  Cabinet.  There  is  no  special  mode  of 
election  ;  we  do  not  have  a  Itallot  in  the 
Cabinet.  The  sultjects  they  take  into 
consideration  are  any  subjects  delegated 
to  them  by  the  Cahinet  dealing  either 
with  the  interests  of  the  Army  or  Navy, 
or  those  two  services  taken  in  con- 
junction. 

SURVEYS,  MAPS,  Sx, 

Mr.  HKDDERAVICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  in  1898  manoeuvres  of  the 
garrison  of  Natal  took  place  in  the  area 
bounded  on  the  south  by  Estcourt  and  on 
the  north  by  Dundee;  whether  in  the 
course  of  these  manoeuvres  the  country 
was  surveyed  for  niilitary  purposes  by 
officers  detailed  for  that  object ;  whether 
the  position  of  the  drifts  or  fords,  the 
nature  of  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  the 
advantages  for  attack  and  defence  afforded 
by  the  locality  were  noted  by  these  officers 
in  their  surveys ;  whether  the  reports  of 
their  surveys  were  accompanied  l»y 
sketches  and  photographs ;  whether 
General  BuUer  and  his  staff  were  f  iu*nished 
with  copies  of  these  surveys,  sketches,  and 
photographs;  and  M-hether  there  is  any 
foundation  for  the  statement  that  the 
British  generals  were  supplied  with  no 
maps  on  an  adequate  scale  of  the  country 
in  which  they  were  requii-ed  to  operate. 

""Mr.  WYNDUAM:  Manmuvres  took 
place  in  1898  as  far  as  the  Biggarsberg 
on  the  north  and  aouthwai-d  along  the 
I^dysmich-Colenso  i-oad.  Excepting  a 
rough  sketch  of  this  road,  no  sur\'ey  was 
made.    The  map  which  the  Intelligence 
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Department  had  made  in  1896  was  used. 
Beyond  this  map — ou  a  scale  of  four 
miles  to  the  inch — there  is  no  topo- 
graphical survey  of  Natal,  the  making  of 
which  would  be  a  question  for  the 
Colonial  Gkivernment.  None  of  the 
sketolies,  photogra]^  &c.,  mentioned  in 
the  question  were  received.  Ninety-six 
thousand  sheetsof  the  four-miles-to-an-inch- 
ma|)  have  been  sent  to  South  Africa, 
besides  large  numbers  of  special  maps 
and  plans  of  localities  of  military  im- 
portance. Provision  has  also  been  made 
for  the  reproduction  locally  of  maps  and 
sketches  made  by  officers  on  the  spot 
during  the  war. 

Mr.  HEDDEBWICK  :  Was  any  miU- 
tary  map  made  of  the  frontiers  of  Natal  f 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  As  my  answer 
shows,  m&ps  of  the  frontier  were  made. 
The  military  map  on  a  large  scale  does 
not  extend  far  into  Natal,  but  it  covers 
the  ground  north  of  Ladysmith. 

Mn.  KADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  his  attention 
has  been  called  to  i,  statement  to  the 
effect  that  some  time  back  the  Intelligence 
Department  of  the  War  Office  made  fui 
exact  survey  of  the  territory  north  of  the 
Tugela  River,  that  the  officers  engaged  in 
the  survey  sent  in  their  figures  and  de- 
tails to  the  Department,  where  they  were 
pigeon-holed  and  nothing  more  known  of 
them ;  and  whether,  on  the  advice  of  Sir 
Thomas  Holditch,  R.E.,  late  head|  of  the 
Field  Survey  Department  in  India,  two 
engineer  officers,  Captain  Close  and 
Captain  Jackson,  with  a  staff  of  men, 
have  now  been  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
to  sun'ey  this  part  of  NataL 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  A  survey  of  Natal 
north  of  the  Tugela  River  was  made  by 
officers  of  the  Intelligence  Department  in 
1896,  and  was  printed  by  that  Depart- 
ment and  issued  to  the  forces  in  South 
Africa.  A  copy  of  this  map,  which  is  on 
a  scale  of  one  inch  to  a  mile,  was  sent  to 
the  Tea  Room  of  the  House  of  Commons 
on  20th  Octolicr.  Three  engineer  officers, 
experts  in  topographical  surveying  and 
map  reproduction,  have  been  sent  to 
South  Africa,  but  not  for  the  purpose  of 
surveying  this  part  of  Natal,  which,  as 
explained  above,  has  already  been  mapped. 
Sir  Thomas  Holditch  was  not  consulted. 
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nor  did  he  tender  any  advice  to  the 
Secretary  of  State.  He  wrote  a  letter  to 
The  Times  aiter  the  foregoing  measureft 
had  been  taken  or  initiated. 

MAFEKING  STATION  MASTER. 

Mr.  SHEE  (Waterford,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  James  Quinlan,  the  station- 
master  at  Mafeking,  was  recently  shot  by 
order  of  Colonel  Baden-Powell ;  and, 
whether  Colonel  fiaden-Powell  has  made 
any  report  of  the  circumstances ;  and  if 
so,  of  what  nature. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  No  report  of  the 
circumstances  referred  to  in  the  question 
has  reached  the  Wax  Office. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Does  the  hon. 
Grentleman  think.it  'within  his  com- 
petence to  obtain  a  report  on  the  incident, 
which  is  said  to  have  occurred  before 
Mafeking  was  invested  and  has  been 
much  commented  upon  in  the  Cape 
papers  ?  Are  the  reports  absolutely  silent 
on  the  subject  ? 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Mafeking  was  in- 
vested a  few  days  after  the  outbreak  of 
the  wu-,  and  communication  with  Colonel 
Baden-Powell  is  difficult.  I  will  look 
over  the  reports  at  the  War  Office,  but  I 
know  nothing  of  tbe*matter. 

BARBED  WIRE  CUTTERS. 
Mh.  NUSSEY  (Poiitefract) :  I  l>eg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  in  view  of  the  modern  system  of 
defence  by  barbed  wire,  have  the  regular 
troops,  rank  and  file,  either  infantry  or 
cavalry,  or  both,  been  provided  by  the 
War  Office  with  wire  cuttors ;  and,  if  so, 
what  troops  exactly,  and  how  many  wire- 
cutters  have  been  sent  out  to  South 
Africa,  and  on  what  date  or  dates,  and  by 
what  ship  or  ships ;  and,  if  not  already 
sent,  how  many  wire-snippers  have  been 
ordered,  from  what  firm  or  firms,  on  what 
date,  and  of  what  weight  and  size  are  the 
wire-snippers  1 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  About  4,000  wire- 
cutters  have  been  sent  out,  and  more  are 
bein^  sent  out  as  fast  as  they  can  be 
obtamed  from  the  trade.  During  the 
present  {Hnssiire  of  basiiiess  in  the  War 
Office  no  attempt  can  be  made  to  worii 
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•out  the  minute  details  included  in  this 
question. 

INOCULATION  OF  TROOPS  AGAINST 
ENTERIC  FEVEH. 

Mr.  a.  E.  pease  ( Yorkshire.  Cleve- 
land) :  I  beg  to  aik  the  Under  Secretair  of 
State  for  War  if  the  War  Office  has 
MQCtioned  the  enwritnent  of  inoculating 
with  antityphoid-  vaceine  troops  now  on 
their  WTay  to  the  front ;  and  if,  in  view  of 
^he  uncertainty  that  exists  as  to  the 
«fficacy  of  inoculation  as  a  preventive 
4>f  enteric  fever,  ■  and  the  debilitating 
'effects  of  the  operation,  the  Depart- 
ment will  forbid  the  continuance  of 
these  experiments ;  and  whether  his 
attention  ha«  been  drawn  to  xhe 
•description  in  the  Morning  Post  <ii  29th 
Jaonary,  of  the  condition  and  appearance 
4>f  the  soldiera  who  had  submitterl  to  the 
iaoculation  on  board  the  "Dunottar 
Castle." 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  efficacy  of  the 
treatment  appears  sufficiently  well  esta- 
blished to  justify  the  continuance  of  this 
-operation,  w  hich  is  voluntarily  submitted 
to  by  the  troops. 

LORD  WOLSELET  .4ND  THE  INTELLI- 
(;ENCE  department— THE  BOER 
STRENGTH. 

Mr,  SWTFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  been  directed  to  the 
statement  of , Lord  Wolseley^in  Xovember 
last  in  explanation  of  the  British  reverses 
5n  Natal,  that  we  found  the  enemy  much 
more  powerful  and  numerous  than  wehad 
anticipated,  and  to  the  statement  on  un- 
impeachable authority  that  the  Report  of 
the  Director  of  Intelligence  of  the 
strenfth  of  the  Boers  in  artillery  corre- 
sponded exactly  with  the  recently  ascer- 
tained knowledge  of  what  the  enemy  had 
pot  in  the  field ;  and  that,  moreover,  as 
to  numerical  strength  the  Intelligence 
Department's  estimate  was  rather  over 
■than  under  the  totals  now  said  to  be 
arrayed  ^inst  us ;  and  whether  there  is 
any  way  in  which  these  apparently  con- 
tiadictoiy  statements  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  and  of  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment can  be  reconciled. 

♦Mh.  AVYNDHAM  :  In  the  statement 
referred  to  the  Conunander-in-Chief  did 
not  question  the  accuracy  of  the  informa- 
VOL.  LXXVin.  XFoTRTH  Serik.] 


tion' supplied  to  him  by  the  Intelligence 
Branch  as  to  the  fidbting  strength  of  the 
Boer  Republics.  What  he  intended  to 
convey  was  that  we  had  encountered 
larger  numbers  of  the  enemy  in  the  field, 
and  that  the  military  qualities  exhibited 
by  the  Boers  had  been  of  a  higher  order 
than  was  generally  anticipated. 

BOER  MILITARY  STORES. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  ;  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
:  whether  the  Government  received  from 
1  time  to  time  communications  from  the 
Intelligence  Department  as  to  the  nature 
I  and  magnitude  of  the  military  stores 
I  purchased  by  the  Boers  during  the  last  four 
1  years;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will  state 
;  the  substance  of  th^e  oommunieations 
'  and  the  dates  when  they  were  made. 


*Mb.  WYNDHAM:  Information  has 
been  given  from  time  to  time  to  the 
Intelligence  Department  on  this  subject, 
and,  as  the  First  Lord  has  told  the  House, 
we  have  no  reason  to  question  its  accu- 
racv. 


THE  BOER  STRENGTH  AT  THE 
'  OUTBRKAK  OP  WAR. 

'  Mr.  BAIXBRIDGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
■  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
J  whether,  at  the  date  of  the  Bloemfontein 
Conference,  and  in  view  of  that  Confer- 
I  ence  possibly  leading  to  negotiations  of  a 
critical  character,  he  had  obtained  infor- 
;  mation  as  to  the  strength  of  the  Boer 
;  army  in  relation  to  the  British  forces 
;  available  in  ^atal  and  in  Cape  Colony. 

\    Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  There  is  no 
;  regular  Boer  army,  but  the  number  of 
i  men  capable  of  military  service  was,  I 
believe,  substantially  known. 

OPERATIONS  ON  THE  TUGELA. 
-Mr.  DILLON :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Under 
j  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  a 
I  Field  Order  was  issued  by  Colonel  Wynne 
j  on  the  eve  of  the  recent  operations  on 
!  the  Tngela ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he  will 
j  lay  the  text  of  that  order  upon  thd  Table 
I  of  the  House. 

*5lR.  WYNDHAM :  The  reports  on  the 
recent  operations  on  the  Tugela  have  as 
yet  been  only  telegraphic.  Field  Orders 
would  only  come  by  post. 
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Mr.  DILLON :  AVill  the  hon.  Gentle- 1  in  South  Afrioi  with  shirts  and  necasarf 
man  publish  the  Order  as  anxm  as  it  I  clothing, 
arrives  ? 


*Mk.  WYNDHAM  :  The  hou.  Gentle- , 
roMn  must  allow  us  an  opportunity  of . 
reading  it. 

SIK<4K   OF  LADYSMITH. 

Mk.  HOGAN  (Tipper»r>',  Mid):  I; 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Becretary  of  State  i 
for  War  whether  *200  chiklren  have  l>een  | 
allowed  to  remain  in  I^ysmith  during  i 
the  siege,  and  whether  any  explanation  of  < 
this  ocoumnce  has  been  received  from  the  , 
general  in  ccnnmand. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  not  known  \ 
how  many  children  remained  in  Ijidy- 
smith.    (3n  November  3ni,  Sir  George 
White  applied  to  General  Joultertr  for , 
permission  for  non-ccrnibatants,  sick  and 
wounded  to  go  SouUi.    He  refused — but 
agreed  to  allow  them  to  go  to  a  special 
camp  four  miles  fiTini  Lafl^'smith.    The  ; 
townspeople  refused  to  accept  the  offer, 
but  the  sick,  woundwl,  and  a  few  inhabi- 
tants moved  there  on  the  5th  Novemlwr. 

SlU  C.  WHITK  AND  THK  (iOVEIfNOlt 
OK  XATAU 

Mr.  BliYN'  KOB>atTS  (Canianon- 
shire,  Eifion)  :  I  beg  tu  ask  the  Secretary 

of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he ' 
aiitliurised,  or  subsetiuently  auctioned  to 
any  extent,  the  pressure  by  the  Governor 
of  Natal  on  Sir  George  White  not  to 
withdraw  at  the  outset  of  the  war  from 
Glencoe  and  concentrate  at  Liulysmith,  on 
the  ground  that  such  a  step  would  in>  olve 
grave  political  results  and  possibilities  of 
a  serious  nature. 

Mk.  J.  CHAMB1-:KLAIN  :  I  have  to 
refer  the  hon.  Memlwr  to  the  Papers 
which  have  been  distributed,  and  which 
give  all  the  informatiim  in  my  possession. 


n*0THINO  FOK  TKOOl'S  AT  THE 
KKONT. 

Mr.  WAKNER  (Staffonlshire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Sccrctarv 
of  State  for  War  if  the  War  Oftice  is 
supplying  the  troop."*  at  the  front  with 
shirts  and  necessary  clothing ;  and  if  not, 
if  they  will  take  step^  to  do  so  in  future. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  War  Office  : 
has  supplied  and  is  supplying  the  troops  , 


PUItl.ICATlON  OK  NKWS  .VT  THK  WAK 
OKFICE. 

Mr.  \VHITM0RE  (Chelsea):  I 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  who  is  respfHuiUe  for  ^e  editiDp 
and  publication  (A  war  news  at  the  War 
Office ;  whether  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  given  general  directions  as  to- 
the  times  at  which,  and  the  form  in 
which,  such  news  should  be  issued ;  and 
if  so,  whether  he  will  state  what  these- 
directions  are. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  is  responsible.  No  general 
rules  can  bo  laid  down  upon  this  siu>iect. 

CKNSOUSHll*  OF  WAR  NKWS, 

Mr.  HOGAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
operation  of  the  censorship  extends  to  the- 
letters  as  well  as  the  telegrams  of  war 
correspondents ;  and  whether  this  is  the 
explanation  of  the  mutilated  condition  in 
which  a  number  of  press  despatches- 
arrived  at  the  London  offices  to  which, 
they  were  directed. 

*Mk.  WYNDHAM  :  No  complaints  have- 
reached  the  War  Oftice  upon  the  subject, 
but  I  shall  be  glad  to  make  inquiricH. 

WAK  (JHAItlTABLE  KUNIWS. 

Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to- 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  sums  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  ad- 
ministrators of  the  Patriotic  Fund  and 
the  Imperial  War  Fund  for  the  benefit  of 
soldiers'  wives  and  families  and  widows- 
and  orphans ;  is  any  assistance  from 
,  them  extended  to  dependents  of  soldiers- 
other  than  widows  and  orphans ;  what  is 
the  usual  allowance  made  from  these- 
.  funds  to  the  widow  of  a  soldier  killed  in 
action ;  is  anything  extra  given  on 
.  account  of  chilclrcn  ;  and,  if  so,  how  muclr 
for  each  child  ;  upon  what  principle  arc- 
the  grants  made,  and  are  annuities)  given 
for  life,  or  do  the  grants  terminate  at  the- 
expiry  of  a  certain  period  ;  is  an  equal 
sum  given  in  all  cases,  or  do  the  Com- 
missioners inquire  into  the  circumstances, 
of  each  case  and  determine  their  grants 
accordingly ;  and  are  any  precautions- 
taken  to  prevent  the  overlapping  of  th& 
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Tariolu  national,  local,  newspaper,  and 

0  her  benerolent  war  hmm  now  in 
operation. 

•Mr.  WYXDHAM:  The  statements 
asked  for  in  the  first  five  paragra|As  of 
she  question  are  too  long  to  be  given  in 
answer  to  a  question,  but  1  shall  be  happy 
to  give  a  return  if  it  is  desired.  The 
War  Office,  in  eonjunction  with  the  Lord 
.Mayor,  has  done  its  beet  to  prevent  over 
bppiiig  of  the  various  funds. 

PKOI'EItTY  IN  TUK  SOl'TH  AFII[C.\N 
REPUBLICS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BO.WLES :  I  W  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  Sir  Alfred  Milner  issued  on  26th 
Jwuary  a  proclamation  to  the  effect  that 
Her  Majesty's  €k)vemment  wift  not  recog- 
nise as  ^'alid  any  forfeiture,  fine,  or  en- 
eumbrance  on  property  in  the  Transvaal 
or  the  Orange  Free  State  subsequent  to 
10th  October,  the  date  of  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war ;  if  so,  was  the  pi-ocla- 
mation  issued  after  consultation  with  and 
by  direction  of  Hor  Majesty's  Oovem- 
meat ;  does  this  proclamation  refer  to  all 
iHO[ierty  whatever,  or  to  the  property  of 
British  subjects  alone ;  can  he  explain  the 
purpose  and  scope  of  the  proclanuitioti ; 
snd  will  he  lay  a  copy  of  it  upon  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  answer 
to  the  first  and  second  questions  is, 
yes;  to  the  third  it  is,  not  only  the 
property  of  British  subjects ;  and  to  the 
fourth,  it  has  been  apprehended  that  after 
confiscating  property,  which  has  ]>eou 
threatenerl,  the  South  African  liepublic 
may  purport  to  sell  it,  in  order  thereby 
to  procure  funds  for  the  war.  In  answer 
to  the  fifth  question,  I  will  lay  a  copy. 

AUSTRALIAN  MILITARY  (XJNTINGENT, 
UO.MAN  CATHOLIC  CHAPLAINS. 

Mr.  THOMAS  CUIiRAN  (Sligo,  S.) : 

1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  ^ate  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  can  state  the 
reascnu  that  dictated  the  refusal  of  the 
application  oi  His  Kminuice  Cardinal 
Moran,  Archbishop  of  Sydney,  that  a 
lecogiiised  Roman  Catholic  chaplain 
should  accompany  the  Australian  military 
contingent  tu  South  Africa,  as  was  done 
in  the  case  of  the  Australian  contingent 
that  was  despatched  by  the  Right  Hon. 
W.  a  Dalley  to  the  Soiidaii  in  1885. 
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Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  New 
South  Wales  Ministers  asked  whether 
Church  of  Engkuid  and  Bmun  Catholia 
Army  chaplains  eould  be  sent  with  the 
troops  or  whether  there  are  sufficient 
Army  chaplains  aocompanying  the 
British  troops.  The  War  Office,  whilst 
expressing  their  appreciation  of  the  offer, 
replied  that  a  sufficient  number  of  com- 
missioned Army  chaplains,  including 
Roman  Catholic,  had  already  been  detailed 
for  service  in  South  Africa. 


TRANSPORT  SERVICE  RETURN. 
Mr.  WEIR  (Ross  and  Cromarty) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  will  agree  to  the 
motion  for  a  return  aa  to  the  transport 
service  to  South  Africa,  which  stands  on 
the  Paper  this  day. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  return  will  be 
granted. 

FORAUE  FOR  THE  FRONT. 

Mr.  STKACHE Y  (Somersetohire,  8.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  forage  for  the  cavalry 
employed  in  South  Africa  has  been  pur- 
chased from  abroad  ;  and  if  so  whether 
he  will  state  from  what  countries  and  at 
what  prices  it  has  been  purchased. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRKTAEY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Po^vell- 
WiLLiAMS,  Bikiningham,  S.) :  Forage  for 
South  Africa  has  oeen  purehased  from 
Canada,  l^e  United  States,  Australia, 
New  Zeahuid,  and  Argentina.  This  im- 
ported forage  is  found  to  stand  the 
voyage  to,  and  climate  of,  South  Africa 
1>etter  than  that  supplied  from  this  cotm- 
try.  Moreover,  there  are  certain  descrip- 
tions of  forage,  supplies  of  which  are 
desired  by  the  military  authorities,  which 
are  not  produced  in  this  country.  It  is 
not  usual  to  give  the  actual  [uices  paid, 
which  are  always  regarded  as  confidential. 
Oats  have  been  mainly  bought  in  London, 
but  it  does  not,  of  oourae,  foflow  that 
they  are  home-grown. 

Mr.  STRACHpy :  Can  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman  tell  us  the  amount  paid  per  ton 
for  hay  ?  , 

*Mr.  POWELL : WILLIAMS:  Not 
without  notice. 
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'  INDIAN  TROOPS  SERVING  OUT  OF 
INDIA. 

-  Sir  -CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  what  forces 
in  reduction  of  the  Indian  establishment 
are  now  serving  out  of  India. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  k>r 
INDIA  (Lonl  G.  Hamilton,  iliddlcBex, 
Ealing) :  There  are  at  present  in  South 
Africa,  in  reduction  of  the  Indian  estab- 
lishment, two  batteries  of  horse  artillery, 
three  batteries  of  field  artillery,  four  regi- 
ments of  &itish  cavalry,  and  four  bat- 
talions of  British  infantry.  Besides  these, 
one  battalion  of  native  infantry  is  serving 
in  Mauritius,  and  another  is  under  orders 
to  proceed  to  that  colony;  another  is 
under  orders  for  Ceylon,  and  another  for 
Singapore. 

EMPLOYMENT  OF  INDIAN  TROOPS  IN 
SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  BAIXBRIDGE:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether j  in 
Tiew  of  the  fact  that  the  campaign  in 
South  Africa  has  now  assumed  a  grave 
relation  to  the  important  question  of  the 
maintenance  of  the  British  Empire,  the 
Government  will  reconsider  their  ex- 
pressed intention  of  not  making  use  of 
the  native  Indian  troops,  especially  in 
view  of  the  special  adaptability  of  the 
Ghoorka  and  Sikh  regiments  to  the 
African  climate,  and  of  the  probability  of 
Buch  regiments  being  brought  into  use  in 
case  of  an  invasion  <A  Northern  India, 
whether  by  white  or  coloured  troops. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  For  reasons 
which  the  House  I  think  understands  and 
thoroughly  appreciates  it  is  not  the 
intenti<m  of  the  (Government  to  use 
native  troops  in  Africa,  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  appears  to  assume,  by  the  last 
clause  of  his  question,  that  native  troops 
ore  not  even  to  be  used  in  the  defence  of 
India  a^nst  any  attack  by  any  European 
pDwer.   That,  of  course,  is  not  the  case. 
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*Mr.  NDHAM  :  The  garrison  of 
Mauritius  is  compoeed  <rf  the  Ist  Rogi- 
ment  of  Bengal  Infantry  and  the  27th 
Regiment  of  Madras  Infantry.  The  black 
battalion  no  longer  forms  a  part  of  the 
garrison.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  yhlA  find 
the  establishment  detailed  on  page  159  of 
the  Estimates  for  1899-1900,  and  a  refer- 
ence to  the  battalion  will  also  be  found 
in  the  Secretary  of  State's  memorandum 
accompanying  tiiose  Estimates. 

PROMOTIONS  FROM  THE  RANKS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  will  consider  th« 
adWsability  of  filling  up  a  certain  number 
of  the  existing  vacancies  in  the  commis- 
sioned ratrics  of  the  Army  by  the  pro- 
motion of  some  of  the  senior  non-com- 
missioned officers  mentioned  in  despatches 
in  the  present  war,  instead  of  giving  all 
these  vacancies  to  comparatively  inexperi- 
enced Militia  subalterns  and  Sandhurst 
^ets ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  many 
of  those  gallant  non-commissioned  officers 
may  lose  their  lives  before  the  termina- 
tion of  the  present  war,  he  will  take  steps 
to  see  that  the  Gazette  is  issued  ^vithout 
delay,  more  especially  as  such  action  will 
not  only  give  sati^oction  to  the  public 
but  also  act  as  an  incentive  to  recruiting. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  sugg^on  of 
the  hon.  Member  has  been  anticipated  ; 
and  a  communication  on  the  subject 
was  made  to  Lord  Roberts  on  the  19th 
January.  . 

EMBODIMENT  OF  THE  MaiTIA 
FORCE. 

Mr.  WARNER:  I  beg  to  a^k  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  there 
is  any  reason  for  not  having  embodied 
the  whole  of  the  Militia,  so  as  to  avoid 
leaving  this  countty  with  so  few  trained 
troops ;  and  how  soon  alt  the  Militia  will 
be  embodied. 


{COMMONS) 


MAURITIUS  GARRISON. 
Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  is  the  composition  of  the  black 
battalion,  additional  to  the  Indian  bat- 
talion, which  is  at  Mauritius  in  garrison ; 
and  what  statement  was  ever  made  to 
Parliament  with  regard  to  its  recruitment 
or  service. 


*M]L  WTNDHAM :  Fifty-six  battalions 
of  Militia  are  now  embomed  for  senice 
at  home.  With  these  Militiamen,  and 
with  the  Reservists  called  up,  and  the 
Regulars  left  behind  by  raiments  which 
have  ^ne  to  South  Africa,  our  barracks 
are  quite  full.  A  statement  will  be  made 
shortly  as  to  the  Government  proposals 
for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
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Mr.  AVARNER  :  Does  that  include  the 
barracks  in  Ireland  as  full ) 

•Mb.  W  YNDHAM  :  All  barracks  in  the 
United  Kingdom  are  at  this  moment  full 
to  overflowing. 

Mr.  FLYNN:  Ib  it  not  a  fact  that 
while  the  Irish  Militia  have  been  sent 
alwond  the  EngUdi  Militia  have  been  kept 
in  the  home  barracks  1 

[Xo  answer  was  given.] 


MIMTIA  OFFICERS  AXD  RETIRED 
PAY. 

Captain  NORTON:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  drawn  to 
the  effect  ai  the  operation  of  Articles  489 
and  602b  of  the  Fay  Warrant,  whereby 
retired  officers  servinjg  in  the  Militia  are 
deprived  of  their  retired  pay  during  the 
time  the  Militia  is  emlMdied ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  ad^'isability 
of  issuing  a  special  Army  order,  similar 
to  that  issued  as  re^rds  non-commissioned 
oflicers  and  men,  in  order  to  place  both 
classes  upon  the  same  footing  in  this  re- 
spect. 

•Mb.  W\-NDHAM  :  The  whole  case  is 
under  consideration. 


THE  FIRST  MILITIA  REGl.MKNT. 

Sib  K  T.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland) : 
I  bog  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  why  the  men  of  the*  first 
Militia  Regiment  embarked  for  South 
Africa  were  sent  out  in  their  winter 
clothes,  and  why  they  were  not  equipped 
in  khaki,  or  some  other  description  of 
uniform  suitable  for  active  service  in  a 
tropical  climate ;  and  can  he  say  if  the 
regiment  was  accompanied  with  a  Maxim 
gun  :  if  not,  why  not. 

•Mn.  WYNDHAM:  It  was  found  im- 
possible to  clothe  this  battalion  in  khaki 
before  it  embariced,  owing  to  the  very 
heavy  calls  on  the  Clothing  Department. 
The  khaki  was  ready  shortly  after,  and 
will  be  dispatched  in  charge  of  an  officer 
of  the  battalion.  This  officer  will  also 
take  out  the  machine  gun,  for  instruction 
in  the  use  of  which  he  had  remained 
behind. 


VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS' COMMISSIONS. 

Mr.  M'CRAE  (Edinburgh,  K) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  has  been  decided  by 
the  Secretar}'  of  State  for  War  that  all ' 
officers  in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  C.I.V., 
or  service  companies  of  Volunteers,  who 
do  not  already  hold  a  commission  in  the 
Regulars  or  Militia  must  enlist  as  private 
soldiers,  and  will  afterwards  receive 
temporary  commissions  to  the  ranks  to 
which  they  are  promoted ;  and  whether 
any  sufficient  reason  can  be  given  for 
singling  out  officers  of  Volunteers,  who 
after  all  hold  Her  Majesty's  commission, 
for  this  treatment,  to  which  officers  of  the 
Militia  battalions  are  apparently  to  be 
exempted. 

Mr.  lees  KNOWLES  (Salford,  W.): 
I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  an 
order  £ias  been  issued  stating  that 
Volunteer  officers  not  holding  line  or 
Militia  commissions  who  wish  to  volunteer 
for  active  senice  must  do  so  as  privates, 
and  that  on  conforming  with  such  order 
they  will  receive  acting  commissions ;  if 
so,  whether  or  not  such  acting  commis- 
sions would  carry  with  them  the  usual 
IHt>visions  made  for  an  officer  of  the  line 
of  the  same  rank  on  active  sen  ioe  with 
regard  to  pay,  allowances,  pension,  &c. ; 
and  whether,'on  return  from  active  ser- 
vice a  Volunteer  <^oer  would  lose  seniority 
or  mi^ht  find,.that,  his  ]dace  having  been 
filled  m  h^  absence,  there  was  no  vacancy- 
for  him  in  bis  own  corps. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  replying  to  this 
questioti  I  will  at  the  same  time  answer 
the  question  put  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  West  Division  of  Salford. 
The  Volunteer  Act  only  aj^lies  to  service 
in  Great  Britain,  and  comers  no  power 
outside  it.  It  was  therefore  necessary 
to  enlist  Volunteer  officora,  and  to  ^ve 
them  acting  commissions.  They  are  given 
temporary  Army  rank,  and  enjoy  the 
ccvresponding  privileges  as  to  pav,  &c. 
On  rejoining  they  will  not  lose  seniority 
but  will  be  held  as  supernumerary  in  the 
same  way  as  officers  of  the  Regular  Army 
on  rejoining  from  extra-regimental  em- 
ployment. 

VOUXTEEK  KECRUrriNG. 
•Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Wington.S.)-. 
I  bog  to  ask  the  Under  Secnstary  of  State 
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for  War  is  it  the  intention  of  the  AVar 
Office  to  adhere  to  the  Special  Army  Order 
oi  2ud  January,  1900,  under  which 
members  ai  Volunteer  corps  on  active 
■ervioe  are  to  be  considered  super- 
numeraries, and  to  restrict  recruiting 
to  the  normal  strength  of  each  corps. 

♦Mr.  AWNDHAM:  The  effect  of  the 
Army  order  mentioned  is  to  allow 
VcJunteer  corps  to  add  as  many  new 
members  as  they  have  sent  men  to  the 
front.  The  possibility  of  further  extend- 
ing this  permission  so  as  to  allow  the 
corps  to  exceed  its  establishment  is  under 
consideration. 


VOLUNTEERS  AND  KIFLE  PRACTICE. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he  will  con- 
sider the  expediency  of  providing  Volun- 
teers with  better  facilities  than  at  present 
exist  for  practising  shooting  :  and  will 
they  be  otherwise  encouraged  to  obtain 
proficiency  as  marksmen. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Kfforts  have  been 
and  are  being  made  to  acc^uirc  suitable 
ranjges  for  rifle  practice.  The  Volunteers 
wiir  be  aven  every  encouragement  to 
attain  pr<mciency. 

NEW  RIFLE  RANi;ES. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE :  I  Iwg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  how  many  rifle 
ranges  in  Great  Britain  have  been  closed 
within  the  last  ten  years,  and  what  steps 
the  (lovernment  are  taking  to  secure  a 
sufficiency  of  ranges  for  the  due  instruc- 
tion in  rifle  shooting  of  the  defensive 
forces  of  the  country. 

*Mr.  WYXDHAM  :  A  return  of  the 
ranges  closed  since  1890  was  presented  to 
tlie  House  in  June  last,  and  is  printed  as 
Sessional  Paper  251.  Since  the  date  of 
that  return  one  range  has  been  closed  and 
nineteen  new  ranges  have  been  con- 
structed or  approvefl.  Money  is  pro- 
vided in  the  Military  Works  Loan  for 
new  ranges  for  Regulars  and  Militia  ;  and 
Volunteers  are  assisted  in  acquiring 
ranges. 

LICHFIELD  KIFLE  RANGE. 

Mr.  WARNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Oflioe  if 


the  purchase  and  construction  of  rifle 
ranges  has  been  set  aside  during  tbe 
press  of  work  owing  to  the  war,  or  if  any 
progress  has  been  made,  and  eapectally 
what  progress  has  been  made  towiutls  the 
range  for  Wittiugton  Barracks,  near 
Lichfield. 

*Mr.  WYXDHAM  :  The  purchase  and 
construction  of  rifle  ranges  are  proceed- 
ing, and  are  not  afliected  by  the  Mr-ar. 
The  provisional  order  for  the  acquisition 
of  land  for  the  range  at  Lichfield  haa 
been  signed,  and  the  confirming  Bill  will 
be  introduood  in  this  House  immediately. 

'  Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston):  Have 
t  the  Grovemment  had  nnder  connderatiou 
'  the  questioi^  of  the  improvement  of  the 
:  means  of  access  to  existing  ranges ) 

'  *Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  must  auk  for 
;  notice  of  that. 


I  INCOKKECTLV  SUiHTED  RIFLKS. 

'    Mr.  F.  W.  AVILSOX  (Xoriolk,  Mid) : 

I I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  the  new  Lee-Enfield  rifles 

I  issued  last  week  to  the  Loyal  Suffblk 
Hussars,  who  have  volunteered  for  the 
'  front,  have  been  calle<l  in  Iteeanse  they 
,  were  incorrectly*  saghte  l  for  a  thousand 
I  yanis. 

j  *Mr.  \VYXnHAM  :  I  propose  to  deal 
,  with  this  matter  in  the  course  of  my 

speech  to-night. 

.    Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  -.  But  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  give  me  an  answer. 
I  Some  of  these  Vduntcers  sailcti  yesterday. 


FORCES  AVAILABLE  FOB  HOME 

DEFENCE. 

Mr.  STEVEXSOX  (Suff"olk,  Eye) :  1 
beg  to  ask  the  Umler  Secretary'  of  Slate 
for  War  whether  he  is  able  to  state 
approximately  what  is  at  the  present 
moment  the  effective  numerical  strength 
of  the  Regular  Army  within  the  limits  of 
the  United  Kingdom  under  the  heads  of 
household  cavauy,  cavalry  of  the  Une» 
royal  artillery,  royal  engineers,  foot 
gturds,  infantry  of  the  line,  and  special 
semce  corps. 

*Mk.  WYXDHAM :  A  statement  will 
shortly  be  made  as  to  the  military  situs- 
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<ion.     It  will  iaclude  the  iuformation 
Asked  for. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELI^BANNERMAN 
<Stirling  Burghs) ;  Does  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man  mean  that  a  printed  statement  will  i 
hm  laid  on  the  Table,  or  that  a  verbal  • 
statement  will  be  made  on  heh^f  of  the 
<5Dvemment  1 

i 

*Mr.  WVNDHAM  :  i*ifar  as  I  have  [ 
■contemplated  it  ^rill  be  made  verbally  by  | 
the  Secretary  for  War  in  another  place, 
diid  a  similar  statement  will  be  made  by  me  ; 
in  this  House.  We  will  consult  as  to , 
whether  any.  printed  statement  should  ' 
-accompany  it. 

]tlAJOR  EASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether,  in  consideration  of  the  fact  that ' 
After  the  bri^jades  under  orders  !ia\e 
sailed  there  will  be  practically  no  Regulars 
or  organisation  in  the  country,  he  will ' 
Atat«  what  steps,  if  any,  the  Committee  of  , 
National  Defence  is  prepared  to  propose 
for  the  pn^ection  of  the  United  King- 
4lom. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  has  already  ■ 
Iieen  explained  that  a  statement  on  this 
stubject  will  be  made  in  a  form  more  con- 
venient than  in  answer  to  a  question. 

<2UK-K-FIRIN(i  (;UN  TRIALS.  | 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK:  I  beg  to  ask' 
the  Under  Secretarj'  of  State  for  AVar ' 
whether  in  1896  trials  of  the  37  mm.  I 
automatic  gun,  which  has  been  used  in  | 
the  present  campaign  by  the  Boers,  were  ' 
made  at  Shoeburyness ;  whether  a  year  i 
ago  trials  of  modem  quick-firing  field  ' 
guns,  in  competition  witit  the  sei^  ice ' 
15-pounder,  were  carried  out  at  Okehamp- , 
ton ;  whether  these  trials  took  place  1 
under  the  supen  ision  of  experts  appointed  | 
by  the  War  Office ;  whether  reports  of  1 
£he  results  of  these  trials  were  duly  fur- 
uished  ro  the  War  Office;  and  whether  i 
the  Goveniment  will  lay  copies  of  the  i 
reports  of  these  trials  upon  the  Table  of ; 
xhe  House. 

I 

*.Mr.  Wi'NDHAM:  The  trials  aUuded  [ 
to  took  place,  though  not  at  the  dates 
turned ;  m  the  trial  of  the  qnick-firing 
ffann  mentioned  in  paragraph  2,  the  service 
Impounder,  not  15-pownder,  was  used. 
The  trials  were  duly  conducted  under 


proper  superintendence,  and  reports  fur- 
nished to  the  War  Office,  but  they  are 
confidential,  and  their  publication  would 
not  Iw  in  the  public  interest. 

alle(;ed  outrage  on  the  stock 
exchan(;e. 

Mr.  swift  .MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home 
Department  whether  he  is  aware  that  one 
of  the  partners  of  a  firm  of  brewers  was 
on  1 5th  Jaimary,  when  he  entered  the 
London  Stock  Exchange,  knocked  down 
and  kicked  until  he  fainted  by  a  crowd  of 
stock  jobbers  interested  in  the  war  with 
the  Transvaal,  and  that  the  perpetrators 
of  this  outrage  thus  ill-used  this  gentle- 
man under  the  eironeons  hehof  that  his 
firm  had  refused  to  keep  open  the  place 
of  two  clerks  who  had  volunteered  for 
service  in  South  Africa  ;  whether  the 
Government  intend  to  take  any  steps  to 
bring  to  justice  the  rin^eaders  in  this 
disoraer ;  and  whether,  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  the  Stock  Exchange  has  been 
previously  the  scene  of  riotmis  proceed- 
ings in  reference  to  the  present  war,  he 
will  take  measuros  to  {»%vent  the  ropeti 
tion  of  simikir  outbursts. 

*Thr  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THK  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  .M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool) : 
It  was  open  to  the  person  stated  to  have 
been  assaulted  to  take  proceedings,  and  I 
can  take  no  action  in  the  matter.  The 
Stock  Exchange  is  a  private  place,  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  authorities  of  the  Stock 
Exchange  to  take  whatever  steps  are 
necessary  to  {Mvserve  order  therein. 

Mr.  SWllT  MacKEILL:  Having 
regard  to  the  iafiuence  the  Government 
possess  over  the  Stock  Exchange,  will  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  recommend  the 
authorities  to  take  action  % 

[No  answer  was  giren.] 

ISSUE  OF  TREASURY  BILLS. 

Mtt.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  K): 
I  b%  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  tA  the 
Exchequer  in  what  amounts,  at  what 
dates,  for  what  times,  and  at  what  rates 
have  the  Treasury  bills  under  the  Act  of 
last  session  been  issued. 

Thf  CHANCELLOR  of  thk  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  -  Beach, 
Bristf>l,  W.);  (1)  Issued  on  15th  Novem- 
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Her,  1899,  to  thepulUic,  in  tw  elve  months  i 
bills,  XI,000,00O,  at  an  avernge  price  of 
£3  5s.  6cL  per  cent,  per  annum,  and  in  six. 
months  biUa,  ^62,000,000,  at  an  a\'erage  i 
price  of  £S  188.  4d.  per  cent,  per  annum,  j 
(2)  Issued  on  20th  November,  1899(  to 
the     National     Debt     Commissioners, ' 
£500,000,   in  twelve    months  bills,,  at , 
■£3  5fl.  6d.  per  cent,  per  annum,  the  rate  at ; 
which  the  bills  (1)  wore  allotted  to  the 
puWic.    (3)  Issued  on  30th  Becemljcr,  | 

1899,  to  the  Bank  of  Enghutd,  ^,000,000,.  j 
in  three  months  bills,  at  M  per  cent,  per  < 
annum.    (4>  Issued  on  6th  January,.* 

1900.  to  the  public  £1,000,000  in  twelve  [ 
months  Inllg,  at  an  average    price  of 
£i  3s.  7d.  per  cent,  per  annum. 


THE  "VICTORIA   .WD  ALBEKT." 

Sir  ^  GOURLEY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will  be 
good  enough  to  inform  the  House  the 
cause  ai  the  capsizing  of  Her  Majesty's 
new  yacht "  Victoria  and  Allwrt "  when 
in  Pembroke  Dry  Dock ;  whether  ex- 
tensive aherations  arc  being  made  in  the 
vessel's  deck  and  masting  arrangements ; 
will  be  also  state  the  nature  of  her 
ballast  and  if  there  are  water-ballast  tanks 
in  ail  the  holds  and  peaks,  and  the  yacht's 
draught  of  Water  when  empty  and  when 
tilled ;  and  where  the  coat  liunkers  are 
phuied,  uid  whether  filled  in  part  or 
wholly  when  the  ship  eapsized. 

Mr.  TT^ALJiAN:  I  beg  at  the  same 
time  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ad- 
minUty  what  was  the  number  of  tons  of  , 
pig'iron  ballast  put  into  Her  Majesty's 
new  yacht  at  Pembroke  to  bring  the  , 
vessel  into  an  upri^t  position  ;  whether 
thetfe  is  a  serimis-itiistake  in  Her  design, 
seeing  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  \'essel  ^ 
is  too  high,  necessitating  the  adoption  oi 
iron  ballasting  to  seciu«  stability ;  will 
this  pig-iron  Mtlast  remain  in  her  during 
her  trius  at  sea ;  if  so,  why  will  it  not  m  , 
removed  w  that  the  vessel's  stability  as 
designed  can  be  substantiated ;  and  what 
is  the  cost  and  nature  of  the  repairs  the  , 
vessel  is  now  undergoing  at  Portsmouth 
Dockyaiti. 

Thk  first  LOItD  OP  thk  ADMI-  ] 
RALTY  (Mr.  G.  J.  Gowhkn,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  I  think  I  had  be^t 
answer  these  questions  Ity  a  clear,  consecu- 
tive statement  of  the  actual  facts.  In  the 
calculations  on  which  the  design  of  the 


Royal  yacht  was  based  many  oi  the 
weights,  especially  those  connected  with 
the  structures  oomposing  the  upper  por- 
tion of  the  ship,  must  Imve  been  gready 
under-€stimat«d,;  and  various  additions  to- 
these  weights,  among  which  was  an  in- 
crease in  the  height  of  the  masts,  were 
sanctioned  during  her  construction  for 
the  sake  of  Jmpro^in^her  appearance  and 
comfort,  under  the  idea  that  the  originai 
ostamate  had  been  a  aufficientty  liberal 
one  to  justify  these  chan^,  "fhe  result 
was  tibat  while  the  dn^yard.  officers- 
supposed  that  at  the  time  the  vessel  was 
Abated  she  would.  1>e  in  the  condition  she 
was  designed  to  lie  in  when  empt\'  of  ooal. 
and  stores,  and  therefore  perfectly  safe, 
she  WHS  actually  unstable  when  iipright, 
and  heeled  o^  er  to  a  considerable  angle. 
Owing  to  a  defect  in  the  caisson  at  the 
entrance  to  the  dock  the  water  could  not 
1>e  retained  at  its  full  height,  and  the 
vessel's  bilges  rested  on  the  blocks  and 
;^;ainst  the  side  of  the  dock-  A  con- 
sideraMe  amount  of  crushing,  in  of  the 
outer  bottom  occurred,  but  the  inner 
Iwttoni  was  only  injured'  to  a  slight 
extent.  This  damage  is  now  toeing  made 
good  at  Portsmouth,  and  the  oost  is  being 
kept  separate.  Until  fresh  calculations^ 
which  are  in  progress,  ha\'e  l>een  made  of 
all  the  weights  utiat  have  still  to  go  into 
the  ship  it  is  impossible  to  say  exactly 
what  the  ext«nt  of  the  error'  in  esti> 
mate  was,  or  what  alterations  will  be 
neccsaaiy  to  ensure  sattsfactor}-  eondi- 
tions  of  stability,  but  they  will  probably 
include  the  shortening -erf  the  masts  and 
fuimels,  the  removal  of  a  large  quantity 
of  silicate  cotton  which  wiis  introduceH 
l)etween  the  oabin  bulkheads  and  in 
other  places  for  the  sake  of  deadeiiiofc 
sound,  and  the  removal  of  the  greater 
part  of  the  forecastle,  hi  the  alterations- 
that  are  made  the  greatest  care  will  b» 
taken  to  interfere  aslittle  as  possible  with 
either  the  comfort  or  aj^arance  of  th» 
vessel,  or  with  her  efficiency  in  any  way.. 
When  the  vessel  was  fint  floated  her 
Imnkers  and  holds  were  empty.  On 
leaving  Pembroke  she  had  270  tons  of 
coal  on  ttoardr  and  about  550  tons  of 
water  and  iron-  ballast.  In  this  condition 
she  had  a  mean  draught  of  19ft.  6in. 
Ou  the  passage  from  Pembroke  to 
Portsmouth  she  experienced  a  heavy  sea, 
and  proved  herself  an  excellent  seaboat 
with  Tery  easy  motion  and  a  total 
absence  of  vibration  from  the  enginea. 
Sir  W.  White,  who  throughout  his  long 
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and  distinguished  career  has  had  con- 
spicuous success  in  producing  ships  which 
have  invariably  almost  exactly  fulfilled 
their  design,  accepts  full  responsibility 
for  the  mistaJce,  for  which  at  present  he  is 
tmablo  to  account.  The  matter  will,  of 
course,  fwm  the  subject  of  a  careful 
inquiry  as  soon  as  the  necessary  calcula- 
tions to  establish  the  actual  facts  hare 
been  completed. 

Mil.  W.  AIXAN  :  May  laak  theri^ht 
h(Hi.  Oentlonan  if  it  is  the  intention 
of  the  Admiralty  authorities  to  keep  pig- 
iron  ballast  in  Her  Majesty's  yacht  so  as 
to  render  it  stable  1 

aiR.  tiOSCHEN :  The  whole  matter  is 
under  inquiry.  I  have  nothing  to  add 
at  present  to  what  I  have  state<^  and,  of 
course,  I  shall  be  perfectly  preparetl  to 
give  eveiy  possible  information. 

-Mr.  W.  ALLAN  :  This  is  a  matter  of 
national  importance.  Do  I  understand 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that  there 
has  been  a  mistake  made,  as  his  words 
imply,  in  the  design  of  this  vacht  and  in 
her  construction,  rendering  her  luistable 
for  Her  Majesty  whenever  she  goes 
abroad  ? 

Mr.  GORCHEN  :  A  mistake  has  been 
cmnmittcd.  That  is  fully  acknowledged 
by  Sir  Mllliam  White ;  but  in  rememlwr- 
ing  that  mistake  I  trust  the  enormous 
sen  icea  he  has  rendered  to  the  shipping 
of  the  nation  1*111  not  be  forgotten.  He 
admits  he  has  made  a  mistake  for  which 
he  \%  at  present  unable  to  account. 

Mr.  \V.  ALLAX:  Then  

« 

*Mr.  .SPEAKER:  Older,  onler!  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  fnlly  answered 
the  question. 


PACIFIC  CABLE  BOARD. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Cokuiies  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  dilatory  proceeding  of 
the  Pacific  Cable  Board  hAve  occasioned 
considerable  disappointment  and  dissatis- 
faction in  the  colonies  concerned ;  and 
whether  he  can  state  the  position  in  which 
this  important  Imperial  undertaking  now 
stands. 

Mr  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  Pacific 
Cable  Committee  have  held  two  meetings, 


and  are  making  inquiries  with  a  view  to 
the  settlement   of  a  definite  scheme. 

,  These  inquiries,  relating  as  they  do  to- 
technical    questions,    necessarily  take 

!  time,  but  I  have  un  doubt  that  there  will 

>  be  no  avoidable  delay, 

'    EASTEItN  TELEGRAPH  COMPANY'S 
CONCESSIONS. 

I    Mr.  hog  an  :  I  beg  tc  ask  the  Secre- 
I  tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether 
\  certain  concessions  have  recently  been 
granted  to  the  Kastem  Telo^rapa  Com- 
pany asregards  the  opening  of  independent 
offices  in  the  Australian  capitals  in  con- 
nection with  their  proposed  new  cable  from 
South  Africa  to  Australia  ;  and  whether 
there  is  any  ground  for  the  apprehension- 
that  these  coiiceAsions  will  seriously  aflect 
,  the  financial  success  of  the  cable  that  is 
I  about  to  he  laid  from  Canada  to  Australia 
under  the  ansiHces  of   the  Imperial,. 
Canadian,  and  Australian  Governments. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  The  appU- 
cation  of  the  Eastern  Extension  Tel^raph. 
Company  was,  I  understand,  under  the 
coiisiderution  of  the  Australian  Premiers, 
at  their  Conference  last  week,  but  I  have 
:  not  yet  been  informed  whether  they  have 
arrived  at  a  decision.  The  bearing  of' 
the  applicatinn  on  the  prospects  of  the 
Pacific  cable  will  no  doubt  have  beeu 
carefully  considered  by  them. 

i  aN4;L(>gkkmax  secret  tke.\tv. 

Mn.  GIBS(jN  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreigi» 
Aflaii's  whether  the  secret  treaty  between- 
Great  Britain  and  Crermany,  with  refer- 
ence to  Africa,  will  be  communicated, 
either  iii  its  full  terms  or  so  as  to  convey 
its  effect  to  this  House ;  can  he  state 

.  generally  the  subjects  to  which  it  refers ; 

'  aod  can'fa^  conrastentiv  w  ith  tiieinterMta- 

'  of  the  public  service,  give  any  information. 

\  regarding  it. 

;  *The  rM»ER  SECRETARY  op 
,  STATE  vol!  FOREIGN  AFI'AIRS  (Mr. 

BRf»i>RKK.  Surrey,  Guildford):  I  aui 
,  not  in  a  position  to  gi^e  the  House  any 

informati<  >n  on  this  subject. 

;  Mr.  SWHT  MacNEILL:  WiU  the- 
:  right  hon.  Gentleman  kimlly  state  thfr 
date  of  the  treaty  !  Was  it  a  few  daya. 
I  liefore  the  meeting  of  Parliament  in. 
'  October  last  1 

]     [No  answer  wa.s  given.] 
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Sm  W.  WEDUEKBURN  (Banff- ; 
«hire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Seci-etary  of , 
^Stiite  for  India  whether  he  can  state  the  ! 

number  of  persons  on  fiimitie  relief  in  the 
•affected  districts  of  India,  the  extent  of 

the  area  and  the  population  affected,  and 
•the  estimated  cost  of  rcli'if  up  to  31st  | 

March  and  aftemranls ;  and,  whether  he 
will  now  suggest  to  the  Lord  ilayor  of ' 
.London  the  expediency  of  opening  a 

Mansion  House  Fund  for  subscriptions  in 
'this  countr}'. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  number 
•of  persens  in  receipt  of  famine  relief  in  < 
India  at  the  end  of  January*  is  approxi- ' 
mately     3,500,000.      The"  population  , 
aftected  by  the  famine  -  is  estimated  at: 
49  millions,  of  which  2'Z  millions  are  in 
ierritory  adminiinered  by  the  British  j 
Oovemment,  and  '27   millions  in  the 
■territories  of  native  priuces.    The  area  | 
.affected  is  about  550,000  scfuare  miles,  of . 
which  150,000  are  in  British  territory  ' 
Mid  400,000  in  native  tenitory.     The , 
relief  expenditure  up  to  the  end  of  March  ' 
1900  is  ealeulflted  to  1«  Ijetween  3  and  4  i 
crores  of  rupees.    No  accurate  estimate  j 
4ii  the  proljable  relief  e.vpenditure  after  ; 
that  date  can  at  present  be  made.    As  j 
regards  the  last  part  of  the  question  I 
would  refer  the  hon.  Baronet  to  the  ' 
•correspondence  which  has  passed  between 
the  Lord  Mayor  and  myself  on  the . 
isubject. 

HEXHAM  RAILWAY  ACCIDENT. 

Mr.  FIELD  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick) :  I  beg  ; 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  '■ 
whether  he  will  cause  an  inquiry  to  be , 
made  respecting  the  accident  to  a  cattle  [ 
train  which  occurred  on  31st  October,  j 
1898,  between  the  stations  of  Fourstonei  • 
•and  Hexham,  on  the  roa<I  to  Newcastle ; , 
Whether  he  is  aware  that,  owing  to  the 
breakage  of  couplings  and  a  subseqaent 
collision,   many  cattle  were  killed  uid 
others  seriouely  injured,  and  the  re- 
mainder were  detained  2^  hours  in  transit 
for  a  distance  of  about  GO  miles;  and 
whether  the  railway  company  made  any 
report  of  this  accident. 


inquiry.  I  have  communicated  with  the 
North-Eastern  Railway  Company,  and 
the  manager  inform^t  me  that  the  un- 
injured cattle  were  placwl  in  a  field 
adjoining  the  railway,  and  that  they  were 
remoreu  the  monung  after  the  accident 
No  person  was  injurerl. 


DUBLIN  MUSEUM-RKMOVAL  OF  OLD 
Ft'RXITlTRE. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  bog  t»> 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ^vhether  he  can 
explain  why  the  authorities  at  South 
Kensington  have  removed  from  the 
Dublin  Museum  attractive  old  furniture 
that  was  so  much  admired  by  visitors, 
and  of  80  much  use  to  the  Dublin  people 
as  models  to  manufacture  from  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  a  catalogue  was  arranged 
for  sale  in  the  Dublin  Museum  incor- 
porating furniture  removed  :  and  whether 
he  can  state  what  course  he  intends  to 
take  to  get  this  furniture  returned  to 
Dublin  Museum. 

The  VICE-PEh;siI>ENT  of  thk 
COMMITTEE  or  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  j.  (^orst,  Cambridge 
University) :  The  furniture  in  question 
was  a  loan  from  the  Circtilation  Dinsion 
of  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum  from 
the  collection  which  it  circulates  to  the 
Dublin  and  other  museums  in  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  loan  has  Iteen  left  for  a 
long  period,  but  is  now  required  for 
another  museum.  The  furniture  removed 
was  included  in  the  cjttaloguo  mentioned 
by  mistake. 


WORKMEN'S  COMI'KN>AT|f>N  ACT- 
8UGGESTED  AMKNDMKNTS. 

SiK  J.  T.  WOODHOUISE  (Hudde«- 
lield) :  I  l>eg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  Sute 
for  the  Home  Department  whether  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  (government,  during 
the  present  session,  tu  introduce  a  Hill  to 
extend  the  provisions  of  the  Workmen's 
Compensation  Act,  1897,  to  agricultural 
laliourers  and  other  classes  of  workuien 
not  now  comprised  within  the  Act ;  and, 
if  so,  when  such  Bill  will  be  introduced. 


The  PRESIDENT  or  the  BOAKD  i  *Sm  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY  :  The 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  KrrrHiJ^  Croydon):  Government  have  always  hoped  to  be 
The  accident  referred  to  was  not  reported  able  to  propose  an  extension  of  this  Act, 
by  the  company.  They  were  not  imder '  but  undier  present  circumstances  we  can- 
legal  obligation  to  report  it,  and  the  not  see  our  way  to  promising  such  pro 
Statute  does  not  provide  for  an  official  |  posals  during  this  session. 
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Mr.  FU-XD:  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secre-  The  FINANCIAL  SKCHKTAHY  to 
*ary  of  State  for  the  Honio  Depnrtment  the  TKEASUKY  <Mr.  Hankuky,  Pres- 
whetber  he  has  received  a  resohition  from ,  ton) :  The  practice  of  the  Treasury  is  to 
■a  meeting  of  the  Dockers'  Union,  held  in  i  ascertain  ami  sift  the  facts  of  the  case  by 
Dublin,  protesting  agftinst  the  decision  I  corrrapondtmce  with  the  parties  con- 
of  a  judge  exchiding  casual  labourers  coniett  and,  having  done  so,  and  having 
from  the  lienafit  of  the  Working  Men's  '  referred  tu  the  statutes  atfocting  the  case 

as  well  as  to  prev  ious  decisions,  if  any,  to 
calculate  the  sum  which  should  be  awarded 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  Seventh 
Schedule  to  the  Local  Grovernmeut  (Ire- 


tht 


<J<nnpen8ation  Act ;  and  whether 
<}ovemment    intend    to  introduce  an 
Amending   Act  in    i-espect    to  casual 
labourers,   aud    to    the  detinitions  of 

factor}',  machinery  and  plant,  buildings, '.  laud)  Act^  1898,    Before  a  decision  is 


scaffoldings,  distance  of  fall,  time  for  ser- 
vice of  notice  and  claim,  and  also  other 
points  which  have  been  legally  inter- 
preted against  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing men. 

*SlR  M.  WHITK  KIDLKY:  Yes.  I 
received  a  copy  of  the  resolution.  The 
hon.  Member  was  himself  good  enough 
tu  send  it  to  rae.    I  have  seen  it  stated ; 


iiiuilly  made,  an  opportuiuty  is  always 

given  to  the  county  council  to  put  its 
\  iew8  on  the  ease  Iwfore  the  Treasury  liy 
letter.  When-a  dillicidt  question  of  law 
arises,  the  Treasury  consults,  its  legal 
ad^'isers.  I  am  not  aware  of  any  objec- 
tion, on  principle,  to  granting  the  return 
aske<l  for,  but  1  think  it  would  lie  tietter 
to  wait  until  at  least  a  year  has  elajised 
since  the  Local  (jiovernment  (Ireland) 
«  i«  w  wo  »ii  appcui  ag""""' Act,  1898,  came  into  opemtion  (1 
decision    in  .|»estion.      ^\  hatever  the  1^99)^  ^  the  appeals  as  yet  decided'are 


that  there  is  to  be  an  appeal  against  the  ^ct  1898,  came  into  opemtion  (1st  April, 

  ^\hatever  the  -  . .  .r  ' 

Iks,  there  are  no  fg^, 

.Mk.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  I^rd  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  has  any  objection  to 
grant  a  return  showing  the  result  of  the 


result  of  the  appeal  ma^ 
dotibt  several  points  in  the  Act  as  to 
which  amendment  will  eventually  be 
necessary  ;  liut  1  do  not  think  that  the 
Act  can  bo  said  to  have  been  interpreted 
-It  all  generally  against  the  interests  of 


working  men.    I  have-  ali-ea(ly  sta,teil,  in  ,  .,^.tio„  ,rf  the  Local  Government  Boanl  for 


-answer  to  a  previous  ([uestiou,  tluit  we 
«atmot  see  our  way  to  legislation  <>n  this 
subject  at  the  present  moment. 

lltIKH    UMAI,  (;OVKI{NMFNT 
OFFKJIALS. 

Mk.  DILLON  :  1  Iwg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
taiy  to  the  'IVeasury  ivhat  pnjcedure  has 


Ireland  in  fixing  the  remuneration  of 

county  and  district  council  officials  in 
Ireland  where  there  was  an  appeal  to 
them  from  the  sums  fixed  by  those 
councils ;  and  what  intjuiry  was  made,  if 
any,  by  the  Local  Government  liwaixl 
Itefore  they  fixed  the  amount,  and 
whether  they  consulted  with  the  county 


heen  adopted  by  his  Department  for  the  i  and  district  councils  concerned  in  every 
^onsidenrtioii  of  claims  put  before  it  by  '  '        "    "      <  ■      •  •      ■  ■■• 

way  o(  appeal  fi-om  the  amounts  of  eom- 

Snsation  nved  for  existing  officers  who 
ve  refused  to  act^  or  are  not  employed 
the  county  conncils  in  Ireland,  uiider 
the  provisions  of  the  Local  Government ;  LAND  (.Mr.  G.  W,  BXLFOnt,  Leeds, 


case  Itefore  finally  determirung  the 
amount  in  order  to  have  their  views  on 
the  subject. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  fok  IRE- 


Act,  1898,  and  M-hether  any  opportunity, 
■and  what,  is  given  for  the  views  of  the 
<winty  council  being  put  before  the 
l^partment  in  respect  of  these  claims, 
^  how  the  Departments  act  when  a 


Centnd) :  The  salaries  of  *'  existing " 
officers  of  county  and  district  councils 
have  not  yet  all  been  fixetl.  1  see 
no  objection  to  the  publication  uf  the 
retimi  as  soon  as  it  is  complete.  In 


<liSicult  question  of  law  arises  affbcting  ,  August  last  the  Local  Govnument  Board 
the  right  of  the  applicant  to  any  compen-  wrote  to  each  count}'  and  urban  district 
vatiou,  and  which  there  is  not  provuled  i  council  in\  iting  their  obsenations  upon 
the  statute  any  power  to  <letermine  by  '  the  claims  made  by  their  officers  for  iu- 
the  Irish  eourta  m  lawj  and  whether  oiwsed  remuneration  under  Section  115 
hshu  any  objection  to  grant  a  return  <  (18)  of  the  l^ocal  Government  A£t>  and 
shovit^  the  results  of  the  appeals  in  these  \  all  representations  received  from  the 
«ase8  up  to  the  present  to  his  Depart  ;  councils  in  response  to  this  request,  as 


nent. 


:  M'ell  as  all  entries  on  the  minutes  of  their 
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procoadinxs  upon  the  same  subject,  re- 
ceived full  consideration  from  the  Board. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.):  Has  the 
questicHi  of  the  Iegu%  of  all  Uiese  chums 
been  taken  into  ocuisi^ration  by  the 
Local  Ghivemment  Boand  t 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  Yes. 

Captain  [KDNELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Were 
the  council  in  each  individual  case  con- 
sulted 1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUK  :  The  Board's 
functions  were  confined  to  the  operation 
of  the  1 15th  Section,  Sulnwction  18.  < 

Mr.  FLYKN  (Cork,  N.):  WUl  the 
same  plan  applv  to  cases  of  superannua- 
tion 1 

Mil.  a  W.  BALFOUR:  I  must  ask 
for  notice  of  that  question. 


PAKCEL  POST    BKTWKEN  ENGLAND 
AND  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  more  than  fourteen 
years  have  elapsetl  since  negotiations 
commenced  ^vitn  a  view  to  establishing 
parcel  post  between  England  and  the 
United  States ;  whether  he  is  aware 
that  there  is  a*  parcel  post  arrangement 
l>ctwecn  the  t'nited  States  and  several 
British  colonies ;  and  whether  a  parcel 
post  has  been  established  between  Ger- 
many and  the  United  States. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  answer  to  all 
three  parafraphs  of  the  hon.  Member's 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  Renewed 
proposals  for  a  parcel  post  with  this 
countrv  have  recentlv  been  made  to  the 
United  States  Post  6flBce,  and  the  Post- 
master (ireneral  hopes  soon  to  receive  a 
favourable  reply. 


CORK  PtWT  OFFICE. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  General, 
when  the  work  of  extending  the  Cork 
Post  Office  will  be  commenceo. 

Mr.  HANBUKY  :  It  is  hoped  that  the 
work  will  be  begtui  in  April  next. 


CORK  STAMP  OFFICE 
Mr.  MAURICE  HE.iLY :  I  beg  to- 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  any  steps  are  being  tiJ^en  to 
transfer  the  Stamp  Office  in  Cork  from 
the  Custom  House  to  some  more  con- 
venient centre. 

Mr.  HANBUKY:  -the  question  of 
transferring  the  Inland  Revenue  Offices 
in  Cork  from  the  Custom  House  to  some- 
more  central  position  is  under  considera- 
tion by  the  Commissioners  of  Inland 
Revenue  and  the  Board  oS  Wwks  in 
Ireland — but  no  definite  scheme  has  so* 
f&T  been  formulated. 


TELEPHONE   COMMUNICATION  IX 
THE   SOUTH   OF  IREL.VND. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  beg  t<> 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Trrasnry,  as 
representing  the  P(»tmaster  C^ffloeraU 
mether  the  Postmaster  General  ha» 
received  representations  from  the  Cork 
Chamber  of  Shipping  and  Commerce  as  to- 
the  ^reat  want  of  tnink  telephonic  com- 
munication between  Cork  and  the  neigh- 
bouring cities  and  towns  of  the  South  of 
Ireland ;  and  what  steps  are  being  taken 
to  remedy  this  grievance. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Cork  Chamber 
of  Commerce  and  Shipping  ask  to  haT» 
direct  trunk  wire  communication  estab- 
lished lietween  Cork  and  Yougha],  Mallow,. 
Tralee,  Fermoy,  Dungarran,  and  Water- 
ford.  There  are  >»c  present  no  telephone 
exchanges  in  any  of  these  towns  except 
Tralee  and  Waterford.  At  Trales  the 
nuni1>er  of  exchange  stibacribers  is  very 
small.  Efficient  trunk  u-ire  communica- 
tion ljetw«on  Cork  and  Wi^wford  is- 
already  provided,  though  not  by  a  dinet 
circuit,  but  the  number  of  mess^es  is 
less  thiui  two  a  day  on  the  averagei 
There  seems,  therefctfe,  no  prospect  that 
the  amount  of  business-  would  give  any 
adequate  return  for  the  latge  outlay 
involved  in  ciirying  out  the  proposals 
but  if  local  guarantees  are  given  the  trunk 
wires  will  be  provkled. 

IRISH     LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 
ELECTION  PETITIONS. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  <rf  Ire- 
land if  he  will  consent  to  publish  as  a 
Parlinmentar}-  Pjiper  the  judgments  de- 
livered bv  the  Commiiisioners  selected  to 
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try  the  Local  Gtovernmont  Election 
Petitions  in  Ireland  during  1899,  prefaced 
hy  a  brief  statement  of  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  petition  was  brought  and  the 
relief  claimed  "ky  the  petitioner . 

Mb.  a  W.  BALFOUR :  The  cost  of  the  ' 
^nreparation  of  a  return  such  as  is  indicated  | 
in  tne  question  would  be  very  gi-eat,  and  it  ; 
■does  not  appear  to  me  that  its  publication  i 
would,  serve  any  useful  object  commen- 1 
aurate  with  the  expense.  Under  the  j 
eircumstances,  I  am  unable  to  consent  to 
the  return.  I 


IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ORDKRS.  I 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  bee  to  | 
ask  the  Chief  Secretaty  to  the  Lortl  Lieu- 1 
tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  can  explain  * 
why  it  is  that  the  Return  of  Rules  and  | 
Orders  issue<I  under  the  Iridh  Local , 
Go^■emment  Act,  ordered  to  be  printed  ' 
last  August,  has  not  yet  been  issued  to  : 
Members.  i 

Mb.  G.  W.  BALFOUK  :  I  understand  ' 
that  this  return,  which  is  a  ver^  volunii-  \ 
nous  (Hie,  will  be  ready  for  distribution  | 
in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  I 

Mb.  MAURICE  HE.\LY:  AViU  it  be  i 
Icept  up  to  date  1  ' 


IRISH  DISTRICT  (  01  NCILLORS' 
DISQUALIFK'ATIONS. 

Mr,  power  (Waterford,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  seeing 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
stated  that  five  tenants  of  cottages  erected 
under  the  Labourers  Acts  who  have  been 
elected  to  the  Kilmacthomas  Rural 
District  Council  are  disqualified  from 
acting  as  rural  district  councillors, 
-the  Local  Government  Board  have  decided 
that  they  are  also  disqualified  from 
.acting  as  guardians ;  whether  steps  will 
be  taken  to  have  a  test  case  under  Article 
12  ^6)  of  the  Order  in  Council  on  the 
subject  decided ;  whether  the  members 
of  the  Kilmacthomas  Rural  District 
Council  referred  to  had  acted  for  a  con- 
siderable time  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  called  their  attention  to  the 
above-mentioned  view  of  the  law;  and, 
if  it  is  found  that  these  five  tenants  of 
cottajges  are  disqualified  from  acting  as 
district  councillors  or  guardians,  wilfthe 


Grovemment  insert  a  clause  in  their  pro* 
posed  Amending  Act  dealing  vrith  a 
matter  of  much  interest  in  most  parts  of 
Ireland. 

Mr.  Gr.  W.  BALFOUR:  The  Local 
Government  Board's  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  fact  that  tenants  of  labourers' 

cottages,  acting  as  district  councillors, 
have  voted  for  a  reduction  in  the  cottage 
rents,  and  the  Board  have  been  advised 
that  tenants  of  these  cottages  are  dis- 
qualified by  the  provisions  of  Article  12 
(4)  (e)  of  the  Application  of  Enactments 
Order  from  being  members  of  a  district 
council,  by  reason  of  their  being  con- 
cerned in  a  bargain  or  contract  with  the 
district  council.  IMsqualification  from 
acting  as  a  rural  district  councillor  would 
carry  with  it  a  disqualification  from 
acting  as  guardian.  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  are  about  to  take  steps  to 
obtain  a  judicial  decision  on  the  subject 
in  order  to  teat  the  correctness  of  the 
opinion  which  they  have  expressed  on 
toe  subject. 


IRISH  AGRICULTL'UAL  GRANTS. 

Captain  DONELAN  :  I  begtoask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  the  proportion  of  the 
agricultural  grant  allotted  to  the  relief  of 
occupiers  under  the  Local  OoTomment 
(Ireland)  Act  has  been  found  sufiBcient  to 
cover  half  the  county  cesa  upon  agricul- 
tural land  on  the  basis  of  the  standard 
year ;  and  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to 
make  good  any  deficiency. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUE  :  The  propor- 
tion of  the  Agriculttind  Grant,  in  respect 
of  county  cess,  is,  in  each  county,  a  fixed 
sum  equal  to  one-half  the  amount  certified 
to  hare  been  nised  by  county  cess  during 
the  standard  year.  It  cannot,  as  yet,  be 
stated  whether  this  sum  is  equal  to  one- 
half  the  present  year's  rate,  as  the  audits 
of  the  accounts  have  not  yet  been  com- 
pleted. Whether  the  unount  will  prove 
equal  to  the  proportion  of  the  poor  rate 
to  be  raised  for  county  charges  in  succeed- 
ing years  will  largely  depend  upon 
whether  the  county  and  distnct  councils 
are  economical  in  their  adminietration,  or 
the  reverse.  If  the  rate  for  county 
porpons  exceeds  the  standanl  year  rate, 
the  C^emment  will  not  make  up  the 
deficiency  in  the  grant,  nor  in  the  event 
of  the  rate  being  below  that  of  the 
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standard  year  will  they  demand  that  any 
portion  of  the  grant  shall  be  refunded 

the  Coimcils. 

Captain  D0N£LAN  :  If  the  amount  is 
not  sufficient  to  meet  the  sum  raised 
during  the  standard  year,  will  the 
deficiency  be  made  good  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALB^OUK:  I  have  already 
replied  to  that  question. 

ItOAD  MAINI'ENAXCE  IN  lltELANl). 

Cakfain  DONFXAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  LcmxI  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether,  in  view  d  the 
desirability  of  giving  labourers  in  Ire- 
land an  q)portuuity  of  undertaking  the 
maintemuioe  and  repair  of  roads^  steps 
will  lie  taken  to  empower  the  various 
councils  to  carry  out  tais  wwk  by  means 
of  direct  employment. 

Mil.  a.  \V.  BALKOUK  :  There  is  no 
power,  under  the  existing  law,  to  give 
effect  tn  the  suggestion  contained  in  this 
question.  The  nwtter,  however,  is  under 
the  consideration  of  the  Government. 

.Mr.  FLYNN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  aware  that  power  is  given  to 
the  County  Councils  under  the  English 
Ix)cal  Government  Act  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Ye«,  Sir. 


KKLICIOUS  CONVICTIONS  OF  IRISH 
JUUGKS. 

Mit.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  out  of 
18  judges  in  the  superior  courts  in  Ire- 
land only  three  are  Koman  Catholics ; 
and  acemg  that  another  Protestant 
judge  has  been  appointed  within  the  past 
few  daya  in  a  country  where  two-thirds 
of  the  population  are  Koman  Catholics, 
whether  ne  can  devise  any  means  of 
remedying  this  state  of  things. 

Mn.  G.  W.  BALFOUK  :  The  reply  to 
the  first  paragniph  is  in  the  affirmative. 
With  respect  to  the  second  paragraph,  it 
would  appear  to  me  impiHcticable  and 
mischievooa  to  lay  down  any  rule  whidi 
shouki  make  religitm  the*  determining 
qualification  in  the  appointment  of 
judges. 


UtISH  PROBATE  DUTY. 


99? 


Mil.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  1>^  to- 
ask  the  Chief  Becretaiy  to  the  Lord  Lieu 
tenant  of  Irehind  will  he  exiriain  why  in 
the  case  of   the   Bosemmnon  County 
Council  only  half  the  amounts  payable  in 
respect  of  probate  duties  on  behau  of  the 
different  poor  law  unions  in  KoecommoD, 
and  half  the  amounts  payable  in  respect 
of  medical  and  educational  expenditure 
i  and  8anitarv  salaries,  have  been  lodged  to- 
I  the  cretlit  of  the  council,  and  whether  it 
is  intenderl  to  lodge  the  remaining  half 
with  the  county  treasurer  before  31st 
I  March  next,  so  that  allowance  may  be 
I  made  for  these  sums  in  the  rate  to  be 
,  stnick    for    the    half-year   from  last 
;  September  to  next  March.  . 

:  Mr.  G.  AV.  BALFOUR:  There  haa 
I  been  some  delay  in  the  distribution  of  the 
!  probate  duty  grant  owing  to  new  rules 
I  having  to  !«  made  by  the  Pri\'j^  Council, 
I  dealing  with  this  matter.  It  is  hoped, 
'  however,  that  two  instalments  will  be  dis- 
,  tributed  before  the  31st  of  March  nc.vt> 
<  The  recoupments  in  respect  of  medicai 
and  educational  expenditure  incurred  in 
'  unions,  and  of  sanitary  salaries  paid  in 
.  rural  districts  during  the  half-year  ended 
!  the  30th  September  last,  will  be  made- 
i  before  the  31st  of  March. 


IXTEKMEDIATK  EDU<*ATION 
IRELAND. 


IN 


Mk.  field  :  I  t>eg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  the  Govenunent  will 
introduce  a  Bill  to  amend  the  Inter- 
mediate Education  Act  of  1879,  or 
whether  they  will  assist  an  Irish  Member 
to  introduce  and  pass  a  measure  of 
amendment. 

Mu.  G.  W.  BALFOUK :  lYes.  Sir,  » 
Bill  is  l>eing  prepared  and  will  be  intr»> 
ducerl  before  very  long. 


IRELAND   AND  THE  ALLOTMENTS 
ACT. 

Mr.  field  :  I  I»eg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretaiy  to  the  I^nl  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  tho  Goremment  intend 
to  extend  the  Allotments  Act  to  Ireland 
this  session. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALi'OUR :  I  can  gire  nt> 
pledge. 
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CUDIFICATIUN  OF  IRISH  STATUTES. 

Mil  MAURICE  HEALY  :  I  heg  to  ask 
Mr.  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  whether 
aav-  Bill  or  Bill:*  codifying  Irish  Statutes 
will  be  introduced  this  year. 

Mk.  G.  W.  BALFOUU  :  I  cannot  give 
»ny  undertaking  that  a  measure  of  the 
kind  suggested  will  be  introduced  this 
aesnon. 

Jl'DICIAL  RENTS  iN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  FLAVIX  :  I  Ijea  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  tenants' 
ap2^catioBrt  from  Ballymacelligot  and 
Castleisland  districtM  to  have  judicial  renta 
fixed  lia\'e  been  lodged  since  .March  1898  ; 
and  whether,  owing  to  the  great  delay 
that  has  been  frequently  caused  in  the 
hearing  of  fair  rent  applications,  some 
representations  will  be  made  to  the  Laud 
Commission  to  have  more  freiiuent  sittings 
(rf  that  lKNly« 

Mil  G.  W.  BALFOUK  :  I  underatand 
the  fact  is  as  stated  in  the  first  paragraph. 
A  !iul>-Commissiua  sat  in  Tralee  in 
October  last  for  the  heanng  of  cases  from 
the  districts  mentioned,  and  a  further 
sitting  will  be  arranged  for  by  the  Land 
Commissioners  at  as  early  a  date  as 
possible, 

IRISH  UULU  ORNAMENTS. 
SiK  G.  ESMONDE  (Kerry,  West) :  I 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
what  steiw  the  Goveriiment  propose  to 
take  with  reference  to  the  Irish  gold 
omamciits  recently  acquire<l  by  the 
British  MuHeum. 

Mit.  A.  J.  BALFOUR !  There  has 
been  a  most  regrettable  delay  in  oonnec- 
tion  with  this  matter.  Up  to  the  |H]e8ent 
iime  M'c  hare  not  obtained  the  decision  of 
the  English  lav  officers  upcm^  certain 
special  points  submitted  to  them.  I 
imderstaml  that  that  flecisioii  will  soon  be 
C4Hnmunicated  to  the  Government,  and  as 
soen  OA  it  is  communicated  to  the  Govem- 
ment  I  shall  be  happy  to  inform  the 
House  cm  the  matter. 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE. 
Mr.  AVARNER  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  Her  Alajesty's 
Government    contemplate  introducing 
legislation  early  this  session  to  compel 


the  clergy  of  the  Church  of  England  to 
obey  the  Prayer  Book  and  the  rules  and 
ordinances  of  the  Church  as  laid  down  by 
the  Crown  and  the  decisions  of  the- 
courts. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer  is; 
in  the  negative. 


RKSKiNATION  OF  THE  CLERK  OF 
1  THE  HOI  SE-VOTE  OF  THANKS  TO* 
I     SIR  R.  PAUIRAVE. 

!    Thk  first  lord  of  the  TREA-- 
j  SURY  (Mr.  A.  J.  Balpovr,  Manchester^ 
I  E.) :  I  gave  notice  on  Tuesday  last  that 
I  would  to  day  ask  the  House  to  pass  a 
j  vote  of  thanks  to  their  late  Clerk,  Sir 
I  Reginald  Palgravo.     I  need  not,  I  am 
sui'e,  insist  at  any  length  upon  the  ^to- 
I  priety  of  that  course,  which  I  am  certaiu' 
I  meets  the  wishes  of  every  single  gentle- 
I  man  I  am  addressing,     fcjir  Reginald. 
I  Palgrave  was  not  only  fitted  for  his  office- 
{ by  ^nat  knowledge  of  Farliunentary 
'  tradition  aiul  Parliamentary  learning ;  he 
'  not  only  bud  that  essential  requisite  for  a 
j  Clerk  of  this  House,  a  great  knowledge 
,  of  the  long  history  and  tradition  which 
lies  behind  us,  but  ho  had,  what  is  per- 
haps even  more  important  in  one  in  his 

Elace,  that  invariable  courtesy  which  made 
im  the  adviser  to  whom  all,  whatever 
their  opinions,  whatever  their  standing  iui 
\  the  House,  could  apply,  with  the  certainty- 
that  he  would  give  them  not  only  a  e*ur- 
teous  answer,  but  all  the  assistance  which 
his  great  knowledge  enabled  him  to  give. 
Under  these  circumstances  I  shidl  only  be- 
'  giving  expression  to  the  general  view 
I  when  I  ask  the  House  to  concur  in  the 
'  following  jesolution — 

"  That  Mr.  Speaker  be  renuMted  to  convey 
to  Sir  Reginald  FranciH  l>ouce  I'al^pave, 
'  K.C.B.,  OD  his  retirement  froqi  the  office  ef 
'  Clerk  of  the  House,  the  assurance  3f  its  sincere - 
I  appreciation  of  tlie  valuable  aid  it  has  deriv  ed 
from  his  ititiiimte  acriuaintance  mth  the  law 
<  and  custom  of  Parliament,  acquired  dnring 
I  upwards  of  forty -rix  years  of  tiei'oted  sMvice 
I  in  difiercnt  offices,  of  which  thitty-one  have 
I  heeo  passed  at  the  Table  of  the  Uouse,  where 
:  his  accurate  knowled^  and  ready  advice  have 
j  rendered  constant  assistance  to  the  House  and 
I  its  Members  in  the  conduet  of  its  ever-inmaii- 
i  ing  business." 
I 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEliMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  do  not  know  that 
this  motion  requires  anything  in  the  way 
of  seconding,  but  I  am  sure  I  speak  the 
opinion  of  ^1  on  this  side  of  the  House  in 
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flaying  that  we  entirely  corner  with  the 
rightlioii.  Gentleman  m  the  appreciation 
-TTnich  he  has  in  such  felicitoiu  terms 
expressed  of  the  services  of  Sir  Reginald 
Pnlgrave,  and  that  we  shall  all  unite 
heartily  in  this  public  recognition  of  his 
Hervices. 


Resolved,  neminc  fontratlicmtc,  That 
Mr.  Speaker  be  requested  to  convey  to 
Sir  Reginald  Francis  Douce  Palgrave, 
K.C.B.t  on  his  retirement  from  the  office 
<»f  Clerk  of  this  House,  the  assurance  of 
its  sincere  appreciation  of  the  valuable 
aid  it  has  derived  from  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the  law  and  custom  of 
Parliament,  acquired  during  upwards  of 
forty-aix  years  of  devoted  service  in 
different  offices,  of  which  thirty-one  have 
been  passed  at  the  Table,  where  his 
accurate  knowledge  and  ready  ad\nce  have 
rendered  constant  assistance  to  the  House 
and  its  Members  in  the  conduct  of  its 
«ver- increasing  business.— (J/r.  A.  J. 
£alfour.) 


ADDRESS  IX  ANSWER  TO  HER 
-MAJESTrS  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECa 

[Third  Day's  Debate.] 

-Order  read,  for  resuming  Adjourned 
^Debate  on  Amendment  [30th  January]  to 
Question  [SOth  January],  "That  an 
humble  Aadress  be  presented  to  Her 
.Majesty,  as  followeth — 

Most  Gracious  SimreigR, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
•Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Hooaes  of  Parliament."— (Ctyrfrtm  Prefy- 
man.) 

And  which  Amendment  wa^  "  At  the 
-end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  woids— 

*  Bat  we  barably  express  our  regret  at  the 
-want  of  knowledge,  foresight,  and  jndgmoit 
displayed  by  Your  Majesty's  advisers,  alike 
in  their  condact  of  Soath  Anican  afikirs  since 
1895  and  in  thdr  prepamtions  for  the  war 
now  proceeding.'"— (Zofirf   Edmond  FUt- 

ttwrie*,) 

Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
woida  be  Aere  added. 


Debate  resumed. 

♦Sir  OHARLESTDttKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  In  one  of  Shake- 
speare's plays,  the  first  part  of  "  Henry 
V I.,"  a  messenger  comes  m  to  the  council 
and  tells  what  is  the  state  of  things  prevail- 
ing with  regard  to  the  British  arms  in 
France.  He  relates  t^re  a  state  of 
thifags  which  is  very  'similar  to  that 
existing  as  regards  our  arms  in  South 
Africa  now.  I  have  no  doubt  that  the 
messenger  was  not  a  popular  person  at 
the  time  he  made  that  speech,  and  that 
the  leading  memb«-  oil  the  council  had 
the  same  view  with  r^ud  to  his  state- 
ments of  fact  as  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  with  regard  to  this  debate, 
namely,  that  the  country  takes  no  interest 
in  it  at  all.  But  I  cannot  help  thinking 
there  have  been,  and  will  be,  matten* 
raised  in  this  debate  in  which  the 
country  does  Uike  the  very  deepest 
interest.  I  certainly  have  become  aware 
■  of  such  an  interest  by  the  ordinary'  means 
,  by  which  a  Member  of  this  House  obtains 
information  as  to  the  on^nions  of  his  own 
(xmstituents.  We  need  hanlly  dwell  >ipon 
the  Mrinter  through  which  we  have  passed. 
There  is  hardly  a  Member  of  this  House 
— I  doubt  if  there  is  one— who  has  not 
relatives  or  dear  friends  either  <lea<l. 
wounded,  prisoners  at  Pretoria,  or  dyin^ 
of  typhoid  in  one  of  those  entrenched 
campe  the  history  of  which,  as  has  1>een 
said  by  the  gr^test  of  military  writers,  is 
inextricably  mixed  up  with  the  history 
of  capitulations.  The  country  has  gone 
through  an  awful  winter,  and  under  our 
cmstitutional  system  there  are  permMw 
responsible,  and  we  have  to  examine  the 
nature  and  character  of  that  responsibility. 
Some  Government  speakers  who  during 
the  recess  have  addressed  the  country 
have  drawn  certain  oomparisons  between 
the  occiurences  in  this  war  and  those  in 
the  Crimean  War.  There  is  this  great 
difi^renoe,  that  in  the  Crimean  War  the 
arms  of  this  country  met  with  no  siiu^ 
cheek.  We  went  even  in  that  terriue 
autumn  and  winter  from  the  victory  <rf 
the  Alma  to  the  victwy  vi.  Balackiva  and 
on  to  that  of  Inkerman.  Throughout  the 
whole  <A  the  Crimean  War  the  British 
arms  never  met  with  a  check  at  alL 
["Redan.'l  What  occurred  in  that  in- 
stance! The  town  was  taken,  it  was 
evacuated  that  night  Then  was  a  slight 
repulse,  but  the  town  was  evacuated  ou 
the  night  of  the  great  attack,  and  Sebas- 


Digitized  by 


297 


Jil'Jrest  in  Answer  to      {1  February  1900}      the  Queen's  Speech. 


298 


topol  fell  ^nth  losses,  even  in  the  final 
attack,  which  are  snmll  compared  with  I 
the  tosses  wo  have  suffered  in  this  cam-  , 
pai^  and  without  a  single  prisoner  being  i 
taken.    I  remember — I  am  sorry  to  say  1  • 
am  old  enough— on  the  night  of  the  hre- ; 
works  of  the  peace  iUumination  at  the  < 
close  of  the  war — I  was  a  child  in  the  ' 
crowd— I  passed  the    residence  of   a  ■. 
Memlwr  of  this  House  who  had  illumi- 
nated his  house  with  a  transparency,  in 
vhich  he  said,  "  This  is  a  mourning  for  a 
war  disgracefully  conducted."    I  confess 
that  I  believe  the  present  war  has  been 
far  more  disgracefully  conducted  than  the 
Crimean  War  had  been,  and  that  the  ; 
Dioumti^  is  far  more  applicable  to  this ' 
ease,   ^ow,  with  regard  to  the  checks  or  i 
reverses — that  is  the  accepted  phrase — wo  ' 
are  really  afraid  in  these  days  to  talk 
about  "disasters." — the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  at  Manchester  distinctly  stated 
there  had  been  "  no  disaster."   There  has 
been   no  single  great  engagement  in 
which  we  have  met  with  an  absolute 
disaster,  but  for  the  first  time  in  our 
military  history  there  has  been  a  suc- 
cession of  checlu  or  reverses — unredeemed 
as  they  have  been  by  a  single  great  mili- 
tary success  in   the  whme  course  <^ 
the    war  —  in    many    of    which  we 
have    left    prisoners    in    the  enemy's 
hands.   We  began  with  the  abandonment 
of  the  entrenched  camp  at  Dundee,  and 
of  the  great  accumulation  of  stores  that 
had  been  made  there,  of  the  wounded  and 
<A  the  d^ang  general,  and  we  lost  the  head- 
quarters of  a  raiment  of  cavalry  that 
tried  a  cavalry  pursuit.     We  lost  the 
headquarters  of  two  battalions  at  Nichol- 
son'a  Nek ;  we  lost  the  headquarters  of 
one  battalion  and  a  very  large  portion  of 
another  battalion  in  the  repube  at  Storm- 
berg  ;  we  lost  the  colonel,  most  of  the  field 
officers,  and  the  whole  of  one  company 
oi  the  Suffolks  on  another  occasion.  These 
headquarters  of  cavalry,  and  the  principal 
portion   of  the  remaining  men  of  five 
battalions  of  British  infantry,  are  now 
prisoners  at  Pretoria,  not  to  speak  of 
what  happened  to  the  Highland  Brigade 
at  Magerafontein,  or  of  the  loss  of  the 
guns  in  the  repulse  at  the  Tugela,  or  of 
the  fact  that  thirteen  of  our  field  guns, 
besides  a  mountun  batten^,  are  now 
in  the  enemy's  hands.    The  loss  of  guns 
in  proportion  to  our  small  strength  of 
guns  is  equivalent  to  the  loss  of  some 
300  guns  by  the  German  army.  None 
of  these  events  constitutes  what  the  First 
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Lord  of  the  Treasury  calls  a  disaster. 
Probably  he  is  right.     But  can  any 
Member  of  this  House  deny  that  the  net 
result  of  these  proceedings  has  been 
disastrous  to  the  oelief  of  the  world  in 
our  ability  to  conduct  a  war  1  Therefore, 
if  there  has  been,  as  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  says,  no  one  disaster,  surely 
the  result  of  the  proceedings  has  been  one 
disastrous  to  the  credit  of  this  country. 
There  has  been  one  immense  redemption 
of  that  disaster,  which  is  that  all  the 
Powers,   however    hostile,    have  very 
frankly  acknowledged  on  these  occasions 
the  heroism  of  the  officers  and  men.  Our 
military  reputation,  which  undoubtedly 
never  stood  lower  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  than  at  the  present  moment,  is 
redeemed  in  that  respect,  and  the  in- 
dividual courage  of  officers  and  men 
never  stood  higher  in  the  estimate  of  the 
world  than  it  does  now.    It  seems  to  me 
to  be  a  patriotic  duty  of  those  who 
have    in    the  past  discussed  in  this 
House  the   question    of    Cabinet  re- 
sponsibility   for   military  preparations 
to  discuss  the  question  now  -  to  see  who 
is  responsible,  whom  I  will  not  say  we 
will  hang,  but  whom  we  are  to  hold 
blameworthy  in  the  highest  de^jree  fot 
<  what  has  occurred.    I  nelieve  that  the 
opinion    is    attributed    to  the  Prime 
Minister  that  the  British  Constitution  is 
not  a  fighting  machine.    I  am  told  he  has 
thrown  doubt  upon  the  working  of  the 
British  Constitution  as  a*  Constitution 
which  will  allow  this  coimtry  successfully 
to  go  to  war.    That  is  a  veiy  serious 
matter.    The  Constitution  of  this  country 
has  been  maintained  as  a  fighting  machine 
by  the  Members  of  this  House  who  are 
j  now  resptmsible  for  the  Administration. 
,  No  one  has  ever  put  the  doctrine  oS 
Cabinet  responsibility  for  preparation  for 
war  higher  than  it  has  always  been  put 
by  the  present  Leader  of  the  House,  and 
anything  more  direct  than  the  conflict  on 
that  point,  as  on  many  others,  between  his 
'  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  the  Prime 
'  Minister  it  is  impossible  to  conceive. 
Some  of  us  have  sometimes  been  charged 
:  with  a  certain  measure  of  heresy  upon 
this  point.    The  suggestions  I  have*made 
I  have  never  been  thme  which  have  been 
,  made  by  some  of  my  friends  as  to  the 
I  appointment  of  a  soldier  invested  Mrith 
I  all  power,  in  imitation  of  the  Prussian 
'  system.    I  have  always  recognised  the 
I  necessities  of  our  constitutional  situation, 
j  and,  though  the  First  Lord  has  sometimes 
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charged  me,  or  appeared  to  charge  me,  [  facts  in  the  third  debate.  AVhen  the 
with  holding  these  heretical  views,  as  a  !  Government  was  (iefciited,  the  Hon. 
fact  1  have  always  agreed  with  him  on  ;  Gentleman  opposite  and  the  First  Lord 
this  point.  The  suggestion  which  I  made  i  of  the  Treasury  absolutely  declined  to 
was  a  suggestion  that  all  Army  reform  i  accept  that  plea  of  military  adnce,  and 
should  be  accompliahed  in  this  country  by  I  maintained  the  sound  constitutional  view 
the  Prime  Minister,  that  the  Prime  of  al)solute  Cabinet  i-esponsibility  for  pre- 
Minister  should  take  the  office  of  Secre- 1  paration  for  war.  I  agreed  with  that  vievr 
tary  of  State  for  War,  as  the  only  man  '  at  the  time,  and  I  do  so  now.  I  feel  it  a  duty 
in  the  Cabinet  who  would  be  strong  |  to  myself,  and  to  all  who  hold  the  same 
enough  to  carry  this  reform  through.  !  opinion  as  I  do,  to  press  home  this  doc- 
No  one  had  put  Cabinet  responsibility  so  1  trine  of  Cabinet  responsibility  on  this 
high  as  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  I  occasion.  In  that  debate  the  hon.  Member 
undoubtedly  has,  and  he  must  see  that  |  who  seems  likely  to  follow  me  in  this 
this  is  the  occasion  when  that  doctrine  of  j  debate— the  present  Under  Secretary  for 
Cabinet  responsibility  must  be  pressed  i  war — took  pai-t.  He  was  then  a  private 
home,  and  responsibility  for  what  has  Member  and  warmly  occupied  his  mind 
occurred  must  be  there.  The  right  hon.  |  upon  this  question,  and  he  used  these 
Gentleman  seems  to  doubt  that  he  has  ever  {  words — 

put  thatdoctrincso  high.  Wo  shall  see.  On       ,,,  „  ■  ,     .  ,  ^- 

Sii   ]     1    1  4.U     --C*  u       AT  _i.       1.  It  tliev  were  overwlielineil   liv  dLNi.-t«rs 

Thui-sdY  last  the  nght  hon.  Member  who,  ^j^g  Mincer  for  War  woul.l        held  re- 
preceded  me  m  this  debate — the  Under  ^iwnHilde." 
Secretary  of  Statti  for  Foreign  Affairs—  ■ 

delivered  a  speech,  and  made  a  statement  I  Not  only  he,  but  the  whole  Cabinet  are  re- 
which  he  did  not  make  again  last  night,  sponsil)ie,  and  the  present  Leader  of  the 
and  a  similar  statement  was  made  in  this  I  House  in  foUowingthe  hon.  Member  in  thai 
debate  from  the  benches. opposite.    The  ,  debate  emphasised  that  fact,  and  pointed 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs  said  |  out  the  importance  of  complete  Cabinet, 
that  all  which  had  been  done  in  this  wai-  [  responsibility.     That  doctrine  was  em- 
had  been  ''  solely  dictated  by  military   phatically      maintained.      There  are 
advice,"  and  "  military  advice  alone  de- ;  practical    reasons     M'hy     this  ([ues- 
termined  all  that  had  l>een  done."     I  '  tion  should  l>e  pressed  home  on  this 
should  like  the  House  to  consider  what  I  occasion.    This  is  obWousIy  the  time  to 
that  statement  means.    The  right  hon.  \  press  it  home  if  ever  it  should  be  done, 
Gentleman  was  the  member  who,  on  {  and  it  seems  to  me  that  such  practical 
three  occasidtis,  brought  the  question  of !  reasons  are  to  be  found  in  two  considera- 
the  ammunition  supplies  of  this  country .  tioiis.    We  have  been  told  that  at  the 
before  the    House  :  it  was    he   who  |  beginning  of  every  war  it  is  always  fat«d 
moved    the   amendment   which   turned  i  that  there  should  l»e  muddling.   We  have 
out    the  liosebery    Administration    on  [  been  told  it  from  Iwth  sides  of  the  House 
the     cordite    debate,    and      he      led  i  that  we  always  begin  by  muddling  our 
the     discussion     on     two     subsequent  i  wars.    If  there  is  one  fact  more  ci-rtain 
occasions  on  which  we  debated  the  same   than  another  it  is  that,  in  future  wara, 
question.    At  the  opening  of  the  next  |  not  with  Boer  Kf^ublics  hut  with  great 
Parliament  the  whole  question  of  Minis-  Powers,    there    will    be   no   time  for 
terial  responsibility  for  war  preparation  '  muddling  at  the  ]>eginning  of  war,  hdiI 
was  thoroughly  and  exhaustively  con- 1  it  is  ^ntat  that  this  muddling  should  be 
sidered  by  this  House.     I  confess  that  I  gnanlod  i^ainst.    If  we  are  to  look 
did  not  expect  to  hear  the  right  hon.  |  lorwarrl    as    a    matter    of  certainty 
Gentleman — who,  on  those  three  occa-  that     this     country     is    always  to 
sions,   so   firmly  pressed,  to  the  very '  muddle   at   the   beginning    of   a  war, 
extinction  of  the  Government  itself,  the  then  we  may  look  forwawl  with  almost 
doctrine  of  Cabinet  responsibility — as  it  certainty  to  defeat.    The  other  couKidera- 
were  sheltering  the  Cabinet  behind  mill- '  tion  which  I  \  enture  to  put  forward  upon 
tary  advice,  advice  which  he  rejected,  as  ;  this  subject  is  that  I  believe  the  tiovem- 
also  did  the  Leader  of  the  House,  with  ment  even  now  do  not  fully  realise  what 
scom  upon  that  occasion.    There  was  a  this  war,  1>egun  as  they  began  it,  still 
dispute  in  the  second  rlehate  as  to  what  in^'olves.    I  lielieve  that  pressure  upon 
the  exact  nature  of  that  military  advice  .  this  point,  with  reflection  upon  what  has 
may  have  been,  and  finally  we  got  out  the  :  passed  and  their  responsibility  for  «-bai 
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has  occurred,  niay  help  in  l>ringing  home 
to  them  the  great  responsibility  which 
etill  lies  upon  them  in  this  respect.  T 
have  the  strongest  possible  feeling  as  to 
what  has  happerte<l  up  to  the  present,  and 
I  retgard  it  as  \ital  for  the  future  that  we 
tshould  guard  against  any  such  recur- 
rence. X  do  not  despair  even  now 
of  the  military  utimtion  of  the  present 
war,  and  I  do  not  accept  those  prophecies 
flf  eWI  in  regard  to  the  war  which  some 
^[enibers  have  pronounced.  I  am  con- 
•\"inced  that  it  is  our  duty  now  to  state 
the  facts  connected  with  the  present  war 
to  the  House  as  they  appear  to  us  with 
regaiYl  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet 
in  the  matter  of  the  deticiency  of  their 
knowledge  and  their  military  prepara- 
tions. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  threw  out  a  challenge  to  us  in 
which  lie  said  -- 

"  Tliey  had  not  heard  the  detinite  charge  ar« 
to  niiliuirv'  preparations.  Let  them  jjive  nti 
tlie  fftctii.'' 

I  will  try  to  answer  that  challenge,  and 
eive  facts  to  the  Government  and  to  the 
House  which  at  all  events  appear  to  us  to 
'demand  an  answer  from  the  Gtovemment 
which  they  have  not  yet  received.  I  do 
not  w  ish  to  press  the  queslion  of 
what  w:is  known  to  "  the  man  in 
the  street."  1  understand  that  the 
man  in  the  -street  knew  as  much  as 
the  Government  as  to  whether  at  a  cer- 
tain time,  when  military  preparations 
might  have  been  made,  there  would  or 
-would  not  have  been  war.  That  admis- 
sion of  ignorance  at  that  time  is  followed 
l>v  a  more  definite  statement  of  ignorance 
at)  to  whether  there  woidd  or  would  not 
have  been  war  with  the  two  Republics,  if 
war  came  at  all.  This  question  has  been 
left  in  a  singular  position  bv  the  discussion 
ju'rt>s8  the  Table  of  the  kouse  between 
the  two  Leaders  the  other  day.  The 
speech  to  which  reference  was  made,  but 
which  was  not  quoted,  was  deiivei-ed  at 
Dew«bury  on  the  2Sth  of  November  last, 
and  these  were  the  words  used  by  the 
I>eadcr  of  the  House.    He  said — 

**  If  I  liod  been  asked  two  moutiiH  ago 
whether  it  was  likely  we  should  be  at  war 
with  the  Orange  Free  State,  I  should  have  said 
*  You  might  as  well  expect  un  to  be  at  war 
with  Switzerland.'  They  were  loyal  friends, 
from  wliom  we  luwl  notbiag  to  fear,  and  wtio 
hail  nothing  to  fear  ok." 

That  statement  seems  to  me  to  be  an 
.amazing  one  in  face  of  the  facts.  The 


House  will  note  that  the  papers  circu- 
lated here  this  morning  bear  upon  this 
question,  but  at  all  events  we  know  that^ 
as  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  remarked 
at  the  time,  there  waa  a  public  alliance 

.  between  these  two  Republics,  and  that 

i  alliance  had  been  strengthened  after  the 

'  raid  and  the  conspiracy  at  Johannesburg 
with  every  element  of  publicity.  There 
had  l>een  meetings  and  banquets,  and 
speeches  made  by  the  two  Presidents  had 
been  published  to  the  world  in  which  it 
was  openly  declared  to  be  their  common 
intention  to  wage  war  jointly  if  war 
could  not  be  averted.  There  has  been  a 
White-book  published  this  morning,  and  in 
it  you  will  find  that  the  .Government  knew 
on  the  6th  of  Septem))er  that  "  every  pre- 
paration had  been  made  by  the  Orange  Free 
State"  in  the  event  of  war  to  "attack 
Natal  upon  short  notice,"  and  that  all  the 
Free  State  farmers  who  generally  stayed 
in  Natal  had  already  "trekked  "from 
that  State  and  '  sacrificed  their  sheep. 

'  Those  facts  were  before  the  Grovern- 
ment   early    in    September.      On  the 

(  21st  of  September  there  was  a  speech 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Orange  Free 
State  in  the  Raad  at  the  opening  of  the 
war  session,  and  in  that  speech  President 
Steyn  distinctly  declared  that  in  the 
event  of  war  the  Orange  Free  State 

,  would  go  with  the  Transvaal.  I  confess 
that  I  can  hardly  understand  the  state- 
ment of  the  Government  that  they  were 
ignorant  of  the  fact  that  in  case  of  war 
they  would  have  to  meet  the  forces  of  the 
two  Republics,  and  it  seems  to  me  almost 

.  incredible  that  in  the  face  of  these  facts 
such  ignorance  could  have  existed  in  the 

'  minds  of  the  Grovemment. 

The  first  LORD  ok  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  Let  me  explain  how  the  matter 
stands.  In  that  part  of  my  speech  I  was 
referring  to  the  general  course  of  events 
\^-hich  had  led  up  to  the  war,  and  I  stated 
distinctly  and  emphatically  that  it  was  a 
prion  incredible   that  the  Orange  Free 

I  State  would  be  so  idiotic  as  to  sacrifice 
their  independence  in  a  fight  with  a  nation 
which  had  never  interfered  with  them, 

'  with  wliom  they  had  never  interfere<l, 
and  with  whom  they  had  lived  on  terms 
of  perfect  amity.    I  was  not  discussing 

I  our  knowledge  of  their  intention  or  the 

'  military  situation.  We  were  aware  that 
the  Orange  Free  State  had  been  nominally 

I  in  alliance  with  the  Transvaal,  and  we  had 
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couHtries  from  doing  it.    They  regard  a 
particular  Minister  as  being  a  stron^r 
friend  of  peace  in  any  particular  negotiar 
tions  than  another  Minister.    Lord  Salis- 
bury undoubtedly  enjoyed  that  reputa- 
tion in  South  Africa,  and  it  was  thought 
that  hh  weight  as  Prime  Minister  would  b& 
exerted  on  toe  side  of  peace.  LordS^iabury^ 
however,  at  this  particular  moment  most 
conspicuously  violated  the  duty  which 
the  Leader  of  the  House  said  rested  on 
the  Government,  and  did  so  without 
making  any  preparations  for  war.  On 
the  28th  July,  the  Prime  Minister,  speak- 
ing in  the  House  of  Lords, .  used  these 
words  with  regard  to  the  Conventions — 
"  The  Conventions  are  mortal.  .   .  . 
They  are  liable  to  be  destroyed."    I  con- 
fess, looking  at  the  negotiations  at  that 
time,  if  I  bad  been  an  inhabitant  of  either 
of  the  two  Republics  I  ahoold  have 
treated  that  statement  of  the  Prime 
Minister  as  a  threat  of  annexation,  and  a* 
holding  out  the  prospect  of  a  war  in  which 
the  independence  of  my  country  would  be 
taken  away.    Were  these  words,  whethw 
wise  or  unwise  in  themselves,  wise  when 
used  without  the  smallest  preparation 
for  war  having  been  made  T  Afterwards, 
more    language    of    a    similar  kind 
was  used,   but  it  is  on  these  words 
used  at  that  particular  period  that  1 
mostly  rely.    I  think  it  is  mtabliehed 
that  the  Government  at  that  time  did 
not  expect  war,  or,  at  any  rate,  war  with 
the  two  Republics.    At  all  events  they 
hope<.l  agaifist  war ;  but  the  language  I 
have  quoted  made  war  more  probable. 
Did  the  Government  have  before  them 
ample  information  as  to  what  this  war, 
which  they  thought  possible  though  not 
probable,  would  be  if  it  came  about  t  On 
that  question  absolutely  different  answers 
have  been  given  by  the  Leader  of  the 
House  and  the  Prime  Minister.  The 
Prime  Minister  says,  "No,  we  had  not 
the  information."    The  Leader  of  tlie 
House  says,  "  Yes,  we  had  it."  The 
Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Afiairs,  in 
the    speech    he    made    on  Thursday 
last,  said,   "  If  there  were  miscalcula- 
ti(Ni  the  Government  were  themaelree 
deceived."    The  Leader  of  the  House 
said,  "  AVe  did  know  of  the  Boer  arma- 
ments," and    the  Prime  Minister  said, 
"How  on  earth   were   we  to  know  t" 
This  question  of  information  or  mi»- 
information  of  the  GoKonmwnt  also  hu- 
a  personal  aspect.    For  between  two  and 
thltee  months  the  moet  cmiel  attasks  were 
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no  doubt  that  the  great  mass  of  the  young 
Free  State  Boers  would  join  the  Tnuis- 
vaid ;  but  we  had  no  grounds  for  thinking 
that  there  were  any  diplomatic  or  inter- 
natiomd  reasons  why  the  Oran^  Free 
State  should  take  action  with  the 
Transvaal. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE:  Then  I 
understand  that  the  Government  wished 
the  Orange  Free  State  to  join  the 
Transvaal  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  said  from  a 
military  point  of  view  it  had  not  the  im- 
portance which  the  right  faon.  Gentleman 
attributes  to  it. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DDJCE :  I  was  trying 
to  find  some  excuse  for  the  Gh>veniment 
under-estimating  the  extent  of  the 
enemy's  forces  and  the  number  of  troops 
necessary  for  this  war^  but  I  do  not  find 
the  excuse  that  I  expected  on  this  point. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  do  not  want 

any  excuse. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  think  it , 
will  be    found  that    some    excuse  is  | 
necessary.     The  attitude  at  all  events 
of  the  Orange  Free  State  had  been  stated  | 
by  themselves  in  an  official  communication  ^ 
to  their  Consuls  -  Greneral  in  foreign 
capitals.     It  was  lo  the  effect  that  they  | 
intended  to  act  on  the  terms  of  their ! 
alliance  if  they  could  not  preserve  peace,  j 
but  that  they  were  using  all  their  efforts  i 
to  preserve  peace.    Moreover,  the  Govern-  j 
ment,  had  there  been  any  doubt  as  to  the  ; 
action  of  the  Free  State,  had  by  their 
language  made  that  action  certain.  The 
Leader  of  the  House  in  bis  Manchester 
speech  said  that  during  the  negotiations  it 
was  above  all  things  the  duty  of  the 
Government  "to  abstain  from  unnecessary 
menace,"  but  they  not  only  did  not  abstain 
from  unnecessary  menace,  but  they  had  also 
failed  to  make  sufficient  military  prepara- 
tions.  I  do  not  rely  so  much-  -unexpected 
as  it  was  at  the  time — on  the  publica- 
tion of  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  despatch  of 
May,  which  caused  a  shock  in  the  country 
and  made  war  seem  much  more  likely 
than  anyone  had  thought  before  that  time. 
I  rely  chiefly  on  some  language  used  by 
Lord  Salisbury  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Wo  have  no  right  constitutionally  to 
draw  a  distinction  between  Minister  and 
Minister,  but  you  cannot  [nvrent  foreign 

Mr.  A.  J.  Balfowr. 
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made  im  Sir  William  Butler  on  this  very 
pointof  the  non-information  of  the  Govern' 
ment,and  itwassaid  byalmost  everyperson 
and  newspaper  discussing  the  question 
that  Sir  William  Butler  was  the  person 
who  should  have  given  information  to  the 
Government,  and  that  he  had  not  given 
that  information.  That  charge  was  made 
uainst  him  by  a  supporter  of  the 
(MTemment — Lord  Heneage — in  terms 
which  constituted,  in  fact,  a  charge  of 
treason.  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  defended  Sir  William  Butler  in 
general  teims. 

*The  under  secretary  of  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) :  Yes, 
aariy  in  October. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  Yes,  but 
two  months  after  the  defence  a  Cabinet 
Minister  used  words  which,  if  they  had 
been  taken  apart  from  the  previous 
chuge,  might  pass  as  merely  a  party 
statement  to  a  party  meeting,  but  which 
I  say,  given  the  original  charge  and 
punctuated  by  the  cheers  of  an  excited 
meeting,  were  really  as  cruel  an  attack  as 
any.  The  charge  against  Sir  William 
Butler  was,  in  fact,  the  charge  of  treason. 
It  was  the  same  charge  on  which  I  heard 
Marshal  Bazaine  condemned  to  death  by 
a  military  court,  presided  over  by  the 
Due  d'Aumale  at  Versailles — the  charge 
of  preferring  political  to  military  con- 
siderations. I  hope  it  may  be  taken 
now  as  admitted  in  this  House  that 
Sir  William  Butler  is  too  great  a  general 
and  too  good  a  soldier  to  oe  guilty  of  the 
military  crime  of  preferring  political  to 
military  considerations.  He  was 
virtually  removed  from  South  Africa 
for  political  reasons ;  and  using  such 
means  of  information  as  I  possess  regard- 
ing the  services  of  our  generals,  I  should 
imagine  that  even  from  a  military  point  of 
view  that  was  one  of  the  heaviest  mistakes 
which  the  Government  had  made.  The 
Prime  Minister  denied  that  the  Gk>vem- 
ment  had  the  necessary  information,  and 
if  9  reasons — all  sorts  of  rea?ons — which 
do  not  wish  to  criticise,  because  there 
»re  circumstances  which  render  it  unde- 
sirable. The  Leader  of  the  House  said 
that  the  "Intelligence  Department  was 
not  guilty  of  under-estimating  the  mili- 
tary preparations  of  the  Boers. '  His  sub- 
sequent words  show  that  he  was  referring 
to  armaments  and  numbers.  "There 
was  no  evidence,"  he  says,  "to  show 


that  th^  were  wrong  in 
of  their  mcts.  They  accurately  esb- 
mated  both  number  and  armaments." 
The  view  of  the  Prime  Minister  is  the 
exact  contrary.  He  says,  "  We  had  no 
power  of  search,"  "We  had  not  enough 
of  secret  service  money,"  "  Information 
is  a  matter  of  money,  and  of  nothing 
else."  We  discussed  the  question  oi 
secret  service  money  in  this  House  a  few 
years  ago.  The  hon.  Member  for  East 
Aberdeenshire,  who  made  an  admirable 
speech  last  night,  will  remember  that 
discussion,  in  which  he  took  part.  We 
discussed  the  Intellij^nce  Department 
from  every  point  of  view,  and  the  almost 
universal  opinion  was  that  more  money 
i  would  be  given  by  the  House  cheerfully 
if  asked  for  by  the  Government,  and 
any  attack  of  reformers  on  the  War 
Office  was  not  aimed  in  that  direc- 
tion. I  am  not  going  to  attack 
the    War    Office    now,    and    I  am 

flad  my  noble  friend  who  initiated  this 
ebate  did  not  do  so.  The  War  Office 
Vote  wiU  come  up  on  a  future  occasion — 
this  is  the  occasion  for  pressing  home 
Cabinet  responsibility,  tne  Intelligence 
Department  was  always  regarded  as  one 
'  of  the  branches  of  the  War  Office  not 
adequately  supplied  with  means,  but  on 
this  occasion  1  venture  to  say — and  I 
challenge  the  Under  SecretaiT  for  War 
to  deny  it-  -that  the  Intelligence 
Department  has  admirably  done  its 
work.  No  Government  was  ever  so  well 
ii^ormed  as  to  the  resources  of  their 
opponents  as  the  present  Government  in 
entering  upon  this  war.  There  was  every 
reason  why  the  collection  of  information 
should  be  easy.  The  Boers  had  no  sea- 
port, nothing  could  reach  them  except 
through  our  own  territory  or  through 
Lorenzo  Marques,  where  we  have  a  con- 
sular agency.  We  had  an  agent  at  Pre- 
toria. Mr.  Conyngham  Greene  and  also 
his  locum  tenens,  ^f^.  Fraser,  reported  on 
these  questions.  No  capitals  are  so 
easy  of  access  as  Pretoria  and  Bloem- 
fontein.  Special  serviM  officers  were 
employed  and  sent  vut  to  make  in- 
quii-y  and  to  report.  Mr.  Phillips 
has  shown  that  secrets  are  not  well 
kept  in  Pretoria,  and  all  the  Transvaal 
military  system  was  known  to  us  in  a 
way  that  very  few  military'  systems  have 
been  known.  I  fancy  it  is  completely  ad- 
mitted that  we  knew  of  every  gun  and 
every  pound  of  ammunition,  but  did  we 
know  the  number  of  our  opponents! 
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Some  day  the  military  history  of  this  war 
will  come  to  be  written.  It  will  not 
be  like  a  Soudanese  war;  it  will  be  a 
history  in  which  the  name  of  every  man 
who  has  fought  against  us  will  be  known. 
The  field-state  from  day  to  day  will  be 
^ven.  The  commando  system  requires 
it.  We  know  that  system  well,  for  it  is 
actually  in  force  in  our  own  C3ape  Colony, 
where  there  is  universal  military  service, 
and  we  have  employed  it  in  the  native 
wars.  I  venture  to  say  that  there  never 
was  a  war  in  which  one  side  knew  so 
accurately  the  numbers  of  its  opponents 
as  this  war.  The  estimate  of  the  number 
of  Boers  which  could  be  put  into  the  field, 
given  in  all  the  ordiiuiry  books  of  refer- 
ence^ was  49,000.  I  will  challenge  the 
Government.  Did  the  man  at  the  War 
Office  who  put  the  Boer  numbers  highest 
— .the  man  most  inclined  to  exaggerate- 
say  that  there  are  in  arms  against  us,  all 
included,  60,000  men  t  I  do  not  think  that 
the  opinion  that  there  are  xmder  60,000 
will  be  challenged  by  anyone  who  knows 
the  facts.  It  is  a  matter  of  public  know- 
ledge that  the  books  of  reference  gave 
49,000 ;  but  conversations  have  got  out, 
to  which  I  will  not  hirther  allude,  that 
the  War  Office  estimate  of  those  who 
would  join  from  our  own  colonies  was 
4,000.  But  the  highest  estimate  I  have 
heard,  from  the  most  competent  soldiers,  of 
the  numbers  which  the  Boors  could  place 
in  the  field  against  m  was  59,000  men, 
although  I  believe  that  to  !>e  an  extreme 
estimate  by  an  extreme  man.  The  Leader 
of  the  House  takes  a  different  line.  He 
has  said  twice  '*  We  did  under-estimate 
the  military  efficiency  of  the  Boers." 
Now  who  is  the  "we"f  "We"  is  the 
Cabinet,  and  I  want  to  know  on  whose 
advice  did  tbe  Cabinet  under-estimate  the 
military  efficiency  of  the  Boers?  The 
Cabinet  is  responsible  for  the  military 
under-estimate.  The  Cabinet  chooses  the 
generals;  the  generals  do  not  choose 
themselves.  The  Cabinet  choose  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  the  most  respon- 
sible military  advisers  of  the  time,  viho 
were  the  persons  wl)o  misled  the  Cabinet  as 
to  the  military  efficiency  of  the  Boers? 
"  If  there  were  miscalculation,"  we  are 
told,  "the  Government  themselves  were 
deceived,"  and  that  "the  number  of  men  " 
to  be  sent  out  to  South  Africa  "was 
dictated  solely  by  military  advice."  I 
want  to  know  whether  this  was  not 
military  advice  of  militar)'  men  misled 
by  previous  political  miscalculation.  At 
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any  rate,  it  is  military  advice  for  whidi 
the  Cabinet  are  responsible,  because  they 
selected  the  men  who  gave  it.    I  think  I 
have  established  l^e  reasons  for  the 
deficiency  in  the  eictent  of  the  Cabinet's 
preparations  for  the  war.  Butthere  is  some- 
thing to  l>e  said  about  the  nature  of  their 
military  preparations.    Now,  the  Leader 
'  of  the  House  has  over  and  over  again — 
{  here  twice  this  session,  and  four  times  at 
[  Manchester — spoken  of  the  intentions  of 
I  the  Government  in  a  military  sense  as 
'  being  the  preparation  in  South  Africa  of 
a  defensive  force.    I  am  not  going  to  fall 
into  the  trap,  I  hope,  of  stating  that  a 
defensive  force  is  a  force  that  does  not 
take  the  oflTensive,  but  the  Leader  of  the 
House  has  stated  that  the  Government 
policy  was  defensive. ' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  In  tht  first 
,  instance. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  The  wonls 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  used  were — 

"A  force  Mifficient  to  defend  the  frontiers. 
.  .  .  Tbe  defenuve  force  vtti^  mat  oat. 
.  .  .  Unr  hope  wan  that  the  colonies  would 
be  fully  defended  by  the  force." 

The  policy,  then,  was  a  defensive- 
policy  in  the  first  instance.  During  the 
recess  Lord  Salisbury  and  Lonl  Lans- 
downe  spoke  precisely  to  the  same  efiect. 
They  talked  of  "  the  interval  before  we 
were  in  strength  "  being  "ine\'itable."  I 
do  not  like  that  word  "inevitable,"  but  it 
runs  through  the  Manchester  speeches — 
everything  was  " inevitable^'  or  due  to 
j  "  the  hand  of  fate."  "  IneWtalile  "  is  the 
;  usual  word  when  things  go  wrong  with 
!  people  by  their  own  fault.  I  suppose  the 
\  defensive  policy  was  a  policy  of  watching 
the  frontiers.  It  was  not  a  policy  tn 
falling  back  on  the  Tu^la  and 
j  abandoning  the  half  of  Natal  to 
j  the  enemy.  There  was  a  gross  under- 
estimate of  the  military  efficiency  of  our 
enemy,  and  therefore  a  belief  that  the 
frontiers  of  Natal  could  be  belt!  t4>  the 
full  extent  by  a  force  smaller  than  that 
which  we  were  aMe  to  send  there.  The 
policy  in  Natal  was  defensive :  that 
known  to  military  writers  as  '*  the 
defensive  in  a  theatre  of  operations  in 
which  no  solution  is  intended.  My  con- 
tention is-  that  every  precaution  recom- 
mended by  every  authority  in  ^iucfa  a 
case  was  neglected  by  the  Cabinet,  and  I 
shall  try  ta  make  that  pcnut  clear  to  tbe 
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Hotise.  Stores  were  accumulated  at 
Dundee  and  Gleucoe  in  holes,  places 
easily  commanded  by  artillery  from  the 
stUTOunding  hills.  Then,  at  Ladysmith, 
stores  were  accumulated  on  a  gigantic 
scale,  accumulated  to  a  fabulous  extent, 
also  in  another  hole  xmder  easy  artillery 
fire  from  hills  ait  ronnd — a  position 
incredibly  miscalculated  for  defence. 
Nothing  was  done  which  in  the  least 
contemplated,  up  to  the  last  moment,  the 
possibih'ty  of  our  having  to  fall  back  in 
the  course  of  these  defensive  operations. 
The  most  ordinary  precautions  were 
neglected.  Not  a  single  gim  of  position 
or  siege  artillery  was  sent  out  to  Natal. 
Garrison  artillery  were  not  sent  out 
Very  small  parties  of  engineers  were 
sent  out,  but  nnt  numerous  enough  to 
complete  enti'enchments  on  a  snfficient 
scale,  capable  of  l>eing  defended  bv 
artillery-  The  destruction  of  the  rail- 
ways was  neglected,  so  that  the  Boer 
Republics  were  able  to  bring  down 
their  heavy  giins  immediately  and 
iu»e  them  against  us.  Culverts  and 
brides  were  not  Idown  up.  There  were 
special  reasons  why  the  tunnel  at  Laing's 
Nek  was  less  important  than  is  usual 
with  tunnels,  but  there  was  all  the 
greater  necessity  for  blowing  up  the 
bridges.  Bridges  are  even  much  more 
important  in  South  Africa  than  here, 
)>ecause  the  rivers  there  rise  and  fall  with 
extraordinary  rapidity.  The  policy  of 
the  Grovemment  was  defensive,  but  I  do 
not  believe  that  it  was  made  clear  to 
themselves  or  to  the  soldiers  in  the  field ; 
and  there  was  overhanging  all  the  extra- 
ordinary miscalculation  of  the  fighting 
powers  of  the  Boers.  Tho  Government 
sent  as  a  defensive  force  a  force  of  an 
ineffective  offensive  nature.  The  force  was 
sent  from  India.  We  know  that  India  is 
always  prepared  for  war,  us  we  are  unpre- 
pared ;  and  that  Indian  force  contained  its 
OToper  proportions  of  cavalry  and  artillery. 
They  sent  not  a  defensive  force,  but  a  force 
to  fight  the  Boers  in  attack^  They  did  not 
prepare  for  either  a  defensive  or  offensive 
war,  Imt  only  a  means  of  offensive  war, 
which  did  not  prove  effective.  There  are 
some  who  argued  that  the  war  must 
have  come  some  day  and  that  it  was 
wise  to  anticipate  it.  I  will  not 
discuss  the  policy  of  anticipating  war  so 
far  as  this  country  is  concerned.  It  may 
be  a  wise  policy  in  the  case  of  countries 
which  have  but  a  single  danger.  France 
and  Gcinutny,  as  we  know,  wth  tried  to 


I  anticipate  war  in  1869.  But  in  our  own 
I  country,  with  dangers  in  every  porticm  of 
,  the  world,  if  we  tried  to  anticipate  war 
I  we  should  never  have  peace.    But  if  it 

I  was  necessary   to   anticipate  this  war, 
'  which    might    come    some    day,  the 
policy  we    should   have   required,  was 
^  the    rapid    concentration    of    a  great' 
force  for  aa  advance  upon  and  occupation 
of  the  capital  of  the  enemy.     Both  by 
I  those  who  would  have  anticipated  wax 
'  and  by  the  Government  it  has  been 
I  alleged  that  the  existence  of  a  Parliament- 
I  ary  Opposition  was  the  reason  why  the 
i  military  precautions  of  the  Grovemment 
I  wereinefficacious.  ButtheGovernmenthas 
(  been  in  power  since  July,  1895,  and  has 
,  been  supported  by  overwhelming  majori- 
i  ties,  and  it  would  have  had  the  cheeriui 
I  acquiescence  of  the  House  of  Commons 
,  for  every  measure  of  military  precaution, 
1  and  all  the  military  expenditure  which 
.  was  asked.    The  Cabinet  are  responsible, 
but  if  there  is  to  be  any  difficulty  on 
I  account  of  the  existence  of  a  constitu- 
!  tional  Opposition — even  a  weak  one — I 
j  say  that  by  that  doctrine  we  are  &ted  to 
!  be  beaten  on  every  occasion  we  go  to 
.  war.    The  time  for  the  reform  of  o\a 
I  military  system  will  come  when  this  war 
has  ended.    We  cannot  reform  it  in  a  time 
I  of  war.    We  have  often  addressed  the 
I  House  upon  this  subject.    We  preached 
j  to  deaf  ears.    Wo  were  not  listened  to 
I  before  war.     Shall  we  be  listened  to 
r  when  war  is  over  1     While  I  admit 
that  in  a  time  of  war   you  cannot 
reform  your  military  system,  what  you 
can  do  is  to  press  home  to  the  Cabinet  the 
responsibility.    The  points  upon  which 
we  have  broken  down  have  been  those 
which  have  been  put  before  the  countiy 
time  after  time.    We  have  broken  down 
in  staff  and  command,  mounted  branches — 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  transport.    In  the 
October  sitting  a  distinguished  military 
Member  drew  attention  to  command,  but 
said  in  this  case  it  did  not  matter  be- 
cause we  were  only  fighting  Boers,  but  it 
would  very  materially  affect  us  if  we  were 
fighting  a  Great  Power;  and  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  put  the  same  thing  as  succinctly 
as  it  could  be  put  in  the  report  issued  to 
this  House  in  1898,  in  which  he  spoke  of 
*'  a  heterogeneous  mass  of  units  thrown 
together  under  commanders  strange  to 
them  and  strange  to  each  other,"  with 
"  an  improvised  staff."  What  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  had    to  use  in   1897   he  has 
again    had     provided     for    him  on 
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this  occasion.  With  regard  to  the 
mounted  branches,  we  have  constantly 
brought  the  matter  before  the  authorities, 
but  in  spite  of  that  we  have  constantly 
diminished  the  number  of  trained  horses 
in  this  country  until,  and  this  will  not  be 
denied,  two  years  ago  we  had  fewer 
trained  horses  by  far  than  we  had  twenty- 
five  years  ago.  With  regard  to  the 
artillery,  we  are  told  in  a  book  by  Jomini 
that  to  a  great  enlightened  manuocturing 
Power  the  perfecting  of  artilleir  gives 
very  great  advantage.    "  It  is  a  blessing 

to  an  able  Gtovemment  a 

curse  to  a  mediocre,  ignorant  or  incapable 
one."  A  Commander-in-Chief  has  told 
us,  and  we  were  told  yesterday  that  the 
Boers  are  an  ignorant  population.  Well, 
they  may  be,  but  we  have  not  found  in 
this  war  that  the  great  enlightened  manu- 
facturing Power  has  derived  that  advan- 
tage from  "  the  perfecting  of  artillery  " 
which  Jomini  tells  us  in  his  book  we  had 
every  reason  to  expect.  The  Govern- 
ment in  their  defence  of  themselves  have 
repudiated  the  idea  that  position  guns,  for 
example,  ought  to  be  employed  in  the 
field,  but  the  Germans  take  position  guns 
into  the  field  at  manoeuvres,  and  we  talk  of 
it  now  as  if  it  was  a  new  discovery.  There 
are  seven  German  array  corps  fully  pro- 
vided with  field  guns  and  position  guns 
as  well.  All  out  artillery  officers  have 
told  us  that  direct  artillery  fire  has  failed 
against  the  Boer  entrenchments.  We 
have  known  for  years  past  that  direct 
artillery  fire  would  be  likely  to  fail  against 
strong  entrrachments ;  yet  we  sent 
twenty-one  batteries  of  field  artillery  to 
South  Africa  before  the  first  one  of  three 
howitzer  batteries  was  despatched.  With 
regard  to  the  number  of  guns,  it  has  been 
one  of  our  strongestcharges  against  the  War 
Office  for  some  years  that  our  Army  is  more 
insufficiently  supplied  with  field  artillery 
than  any  other  Army  in  the  world.  Ours 
is  not  even  comparable  with  the  field 
artillery  of  Switzerland  and  Kouraania. 
We  have  to  point  to  countries  who  only 
spend  half  a  million  a  year  on  armaments 
to  get  a  comparison  at  all.  In  rctgard  to 
our  guns,  the  Leader  of  the  House  stated 
in  a  speech  at  Manchester  that  we  had 
guns  in  South  Africa  sufficient  "  for  three 
army  corps  of  regular  troops."  I  should 
like  to  know  on  whose  authority  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  made  that  statement. 
The  first  force  sent  to  South  Africa  from 
India  was  supplied  with  gun&  —not  on  a 
Continental  scale,  but  still  in  fairly  decent 
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andrespectablemeoBUre  Theforces  of  Lord 
Methuen  and  Sir  Bedvers  BuUer  fair 
altogether  short  of  even  the  scale  adopted 
for  the  Indian  contingent.  Both  these 
generals  have  themselves  called  attention 
to  their  deficiency  in  this  respect.  We 
have  not  even  now  got  artillery  on  any- 
thing like  the  scale  laid  down  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  and  we  could  not 
have  it  in  South  Africa,  because  we  have 
not  got  it  in  the  world.  In  these  circum- 
stances I  can  only  characterise  the  state- 
ment of  the  Leader  of  the  House  as 
entirely  erroneous  and  misleaxiing,  and 
altogether  a  blunder.  With  _  regard  to 
the  batteries  which  are  even  now  being 
sent  out,  many  of  them  are  manned  by 
Reservists  drawn  from  garrison  artillery, 
who  have  had  no  experience  in 
the  handling  of  modern  field  guns. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  at  Man- 
chester condescended  to  make  a  party 
attack  over  the  question  of  our  artilleiy. 
I  hope  he  will  agree  with  me  that  in  all 
these  matters  I  nave  never  made  a  party 
speech,  and  I  only  make  one  now  b^use 
I  feel  strongly  on  the  subject.  He  said 
that  all  increases  of  efficiency  in  artillery 
had  been  carried  out  by  Conservative 
Governments.  As  a  matter  of  fact  the 
present  Government  was  in  office  for  two 
and  a  half  years  before  it  turned  its  atten- 
tion to  the  artillery.  It  then  proposed 
an  increase  of  a  single  battery.  A  year 
later  it  proposed  a  further  increase,  wnich 
was  on  a  very  feeble  scale  in  comparison 
with  any  other  Power,  and  even  that  in- 
crease had  not  been  attained  when  the 
present  war  broke  out.  Does  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  remember 
what  occurred  to  the  artillery  at  the  time 
when  Mr.  Stanhope  was  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  t  Mr.  Stanhope,  as  the 
House  knows  perfectly  well,  made  a  reduc- 
tion in  the  Horse  Artillery  which  has 
never  been  compensated  for  by  any  in- 
crease in  the  Field  Artillery.  In  these 
circumstances  it  is  bitterly  to  be  regretted 
that  the  Leader  of  the  House  should  have 
sought  to  make  party  capital  out  of  our 
artillery  deficiency.  [Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour 
expressed  dissent.]  What  complaint  was 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  going  to 
make  ? 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  My  only  com- 
plaint is  that  I  thought  at  a  time  when 
a  vote  of  censure  was  being  proposed  on 
the  Grovemment  it  would  not  be  going 
beyond  the  ordinary  practices  of  con- 
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troversy  to  say  that  not  a  few  of  the  I 
difficulties  in  which  we  have  been  placed  ' 
have  arisen  through  the  fault  of  our  pre- 1 
decessors.  i 

1 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE :  I  do  not  see  j 
the  precise  bearing  of  that  interruption,  j 
since  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope  was  a ' 
member  of  the  Conservative  party. 
With  r^ard  to  cavalry  as  with  regard  to 
artillery,  the  first  force  was  well  supplied, 
but  the  forces  of  Lord  Methuen  and 
General  Buller  are  very  deficient  in  that 
respect.  In  that  conneetion  the  First 
Lord  also  made  an  attack  on  the  critics  of 
the  War  Office.  He  said  they  had  not 
seen,  or  if  they  had  seen  had  not  insisted 
on,  a  novel  fact  in  the  present  war, 
namely,  that  for  the  first  time  in  the 
history  of  the  world  they  had  an  enemy 
entirely  mounted.  I  have  two  or  three 
remarks  to  make  upon  that  statement. 
One  is  that  it  has  happened  before.  One 
has  to  read  Sir  William  Butler's  book  on 
the  life  of  General  Sir  George  Pomeroy 
Colley  to  recall  the  facts.  Apart  from 
that,  the  First  Lord  attacks  the  critics. 
The  critics  have  failed  to  see,  or  if  they 
have  not  failed  they  have  not  insisted, 
that  the  War  Office  should  have  seen  to 
it.  It  is  not  the  duty  of  the  responsible 
Minis^  for  the  moment,  says  the  First 
Lord.  The  Defence  Committee  of  the 
Cabinet,  of  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  a  member,  is  a  body  M-hich  we 
admit  has  failed.  I  believe  that  the 
correspondence  in  which  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  Belfast,  Sir  George 
Chesney,  Mr.  Spenser  Wilkinson,  and. 
I  took  part  had  something  to  do  with 
the  formation  of  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  was  created  by  Lord  Hose- 
beij's  Government,  and  was  like  any 
other  Cabinet  Committee.  Under  the 
present  Government,  its  acts  have 
been  prockumed  to  the  world ;  but, 
although  I  may  be  looked  upon  as  a 
critical  sort  of  person,  I  distinctly  state 
that  it  has  failed,  and  the  failure  is  due  to 
what  we  call,  in  these  slang  days,  a  slack- 
ness on  the  part  of  those  who  attend 
to  the  work  which  devolves  upon  them. 
It  has  not  been  worked  as  an  effective  in- 
strument  might  have  been  worked  in  the 
interests  of  the  country.  That  Com- 
mittee, or  the  Cabinet  as  a  whole,  ought 
to  have  foreseen  such  a  contingency  as 
the  need  for  mounted  men,  which  the 


critics  either  did  not  or  could  not  insist 
upon.    The  soldiers,  whose  opinions  one 
would  have  thought  worth  having,  did 
foresee  it.    I  have  not  the  same  means  of 
judging  as  the  Cabinet  have,  nor  have  I 
the  knowledge  of  what  the  best  men  in 
the  army  thought  on  this  occasion ;  but  I 
should  have  thought  that  a  paper  read  by 
a  very  distinguished  officer  might  have 
reached   the   €k)vemment.     He  is  on 
active    service    now,    so    he  cannot 
write  to  the  papers  on  the  subject. 
I  mean  Colonel  Spence.    He  is  at  this 
moment  Deputy  Adjutant  General  at 
Malta.    He  was  present  at  the  Amberley 
manoeuvres  directed  by  Sir  William 
Butler  in  1896;  and  Colonel  Spence  was 
the    man    who   designed   those  most 
elaborate   and    successful  manceuvres, 
which  were  on  a  great  scale.    He  was 
chief  of  the  staff  of  Sir  William  Butl^, 
and    undoubtedly    he    possessed  Sir 
William's  confidence.    Althoi^h  differ^ 
ences  have  arisen  Iwtween  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  and   Sir  William  Butler,  the 
fact,  is    that    Sir    William  Butler's 
opinion  was  known  to  the  Grovemment, 
and  the  intormation  we  had  was  not 
j  made  a  matter  of  concealment  when  Sir 
Alfred  was  in  this  country  some  months 
!  ago.    My  information  may  be  defective, 
I  but  what  I  have  heard  is  that  Sir 
'  William  Butler  had  said  that  60,000  men 
'  would  be  required  in  Cape  Colony,  and 
I  25,000  men  in  Natal.    Those  are  ihe 
;  numbers  which  have  reached  me  in  pri- 
!  vate  conversation,  and  which  reached  me 
i  at  the  time.    I  may  say  that  Sir  William 
!  Butler  has  never  opened  his  mouth  so  far 
'  as  I  am  concerned.    The  information 
reached  me  at  the  time  these  statements 
were  made  to  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  and 
since  this  matter  has  become  acute, 
and     since      Sir      William  Butler 
has  been  withdrawn  he  has  kept  his 
mouth  shut    In  that  lecture  by  Colonel 
Spence,  which  was  delivered  in  July  of 
last  year— it  was  called  "South  Afnca," 
and  was  a  military  lecture  delivered  in  a 
military  institution — he  made  use  of  these 
words,  and   it  appears,  to  have  been 
common  knowledge— 

1  "The  Been  are  moaiited  infaDtry.  well 
I  armed  with  weapooH  of  prectaion,  and  are 
grand  shots.  They  ride  up  to  the  jioint  they 
wish  to  defend  ....  then  dimnount, 
light  on  foot  with  their  borsen  near  And  ready 
for  the  next  movement  ....  Tliey  have 
the  ubiimity  of  cuvalry  and  the  repelling 
power  of  infantr}'." 
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He  goes  on  to  point  out  the  conditions  : 
necessary  to  meet  a  military  power  of 
that  kind.    Now  what  was  the  attitude 
of  the  Cabinet  on  this  point  1  The 
Cabinet  telegraphed    to   the  Colonies 
refusing  mount^  men;  and  they  gave 
their  reasons  in  that  telegram  of  October 
3rd,    namely,  that    "in  \*iew  tf  the 
numbers  already  available  "  infantry  wei-e 
the  most   and   "  cavalry   least  service- 
able.."   Now  we  well  know,  and  it  has  , 
been   justly   complained   of,    that   the  ' 
number  of  cavalry  in    South  Africa 
with  Lird   Methuen  and  Sir  Redvers 
BuUer  are  clearly  inadequate.    And  this 
on  the  top  of  our  declaration  that  mounted 
men  from  the  Colonics  were  not  to  be  ' 
sent.    Then  followed  that  telegram  on  j 
the  16th  December :  "  Mounted  men  pre- 
ferred."  That  is  to  say,  after  all  this  loss  | 
of  life  has  been  incurred,  after  all  these  \ 
reverses  to  our  arms — call  them  checks  if 
you  will ;  I  say  they  are  reverses— they 
nave  discovered  what  competent  soldiers 
have  told  them  all  along,  that  mounted  , 
men   were   essential   for  a   service   of ' 
this  kind.    I  confess  I  cannot  ljut  think 
that  if  the  value  of  the  mounted  men  is 
as  great  as  we  have  been  told  it  is  by  the 
Government  within  the  last  few  days, 
the  arrival  of  mounted  men  used  to  the 
field  and  to  shooting — the  arrival  of  these  \ 
men  in  due  time,  I  say,  might  have  turned 
the  scale  in  many  portions  of  the  field  of , 
w^r.    Now,  Sir,  just  one  other  remark  \ 
and  I  have  done.    For  some  years  past 
there  have  been  discussions  as  to  Empire 
expansion  which  have  divided  some  of  us 
from  others  on  military  (juestions.  There 
are  some  of  us  who  are  strong  supporters  : 
of  the  Government  in  preparing  for  war 
in  the  present  situation  of  the  world, 
who  are  not  in  favour  of   what  is 
called  the  expansion  of  the   Empire.  ' 
We  have  resisted  it  Ijecause  we  believed 
the  military  requirements  of  the  Empire 
were  greater— as  it  was  put  by  Lord 
Charles  Beresford,  whom  we  see  here  no 
longer— than  we  were  prepared  to  meet.  [ 
And  the  Government  now  come  down  to 
the  House  and  quietly  tell  us  that  that  is  ■ 
so.    They  have  put  it  in  the  Queen's  i 
Speech.    We  have  it  stated  that  although  | 
the  money  we  have  to  spend  in  militfu-y  j 
preparations  is  more  than  that  of  any 
other  Power  in  the  world,  we  are  going 
to  be  asked  to  spend  more.     I  should  , 
hope  that  good  may  come  out  of  evil,  | 
and   that   a  result   of  this  sad   war ' 
may  be  the  proper  utilisation  of  our ' 
Sir  Charks  DUke. 


resources  in  preparing,  in  times  of  peace, 
alt  the  military  forces  of  what  people  call 
Greater  Britain.  I  repeat  that  i  hope 
good  will  come  of  it.  But  the  fact 
remains  that  the  money  we  spend  on  our 
land  forces  is  enormous,  and  the  use  we 
have  made  of  that  money  up  to  the 
present  time,  and  in  the  conduct  of  this 
campaign,  appears  to  me  deplorable.  In 
1887  I  ventured  to  assert  that  we  were 
trained  in  a  school  of  "luck  and  pluck." 
But  that  system  has  become  more  and 
more  out  of  touch  with  the  march  of 
events.  Then,  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Afiairs  has  said — 

"  If  there  are  faults  they  are  faults  of  the 
heaii,  not  of  the  heart.  Tlic  Government  •liil 
not  go  into  the  war  with  a  tight  heart." 

In  1856,  when  Prussia  had  a  just  cause  of 
quarrel  with  a  Swiss  canton,  Moltke  went 
to  Switzerland  and  saw  for  himself  the 
reparations  that  were  being  made. 
When  he  came  back  the  Prussians 
did  not  fight.  They  eonduded  a 
Treaty  in  1857  instead.  I  am  not  draw- 
ing a  political  analogy  ;  but  I  venture  to 
say  that  the  Government  went  into  this 
war  without  the  preparation  they  should 
have  made.  Their  neglect  of  tliat  pre- 
caution has  brought  alwut  the  reverses  we 
have  met  with,  and  the  natiu-al  conse- 
quence is  the  failure  of  our  arms  I  have 
described.  As  regards  the  Crimean  War, 
which  in  some  respects  has  been  compared 
with  this,  one  is  reminded  of  the  present 
Commander-in-Chief,  who  has  written  these 
momentous  words :  The  history  of  the 
Crimean  AVar  shows 

"  Now  an  aniiy  may  lie  destroyed  \y\'  a 
Ministry  throngh  'n'ant  of  oidinsry  fore- 
thought." 

I  confess  that  I  think  there  is  only  one 
point  in  which  the  two  cases  are  exactly 
parallel— for  there  are  many  distinctions 
between  them— and  that  is  in  the  heroism 
of  otRcers  and  men. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  began  his  able  speech  by  assunog 
us  that  the  country  takes  an  interest  in 
this  debate.  I  differ  from  him  at  the 
very  outset.  I  am  not  at  all  certain  that 
the  country  does  take  an  interest  in 
this  debate  as  a  whole.  I  am  not  at  all 
sure  that  the  country  will  take  an  intM«Bt 
in  the  whole  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet'a 
speech.  It  will  take  an  interest  in  the 
latter  part  ;  it  will  read  with  absorbing 
interest  everything  he  has  said  about 
guns,  mounted  troops,  and  the  [Ht>por- 
tion  of  cavalry — in  fact,  whenever  he 
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touched  on  questions  of  military  defence 
he  will  be  read  with  the  attention  and 
intoi'cst  which  his  known  knowledge  of 
these  matters  eommands  and  deserves. 
But  I  am  not  BO  sure  that  that  interest  will 
bo  commanded  by  the  earlier  part  of  his 
Kpeecb.  I  am  not  so  sure  that  the 
countn*  cares  very  much  for  this 
Amendment,  which  consists  of  two  halves, 
the  relevancy  of  which  the  one  to  the 
other  i*  not  easy  to  follow.  The  point  of 
the  first  part  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's 
speech  was,  if  I  am  not  mis'^aken,  that  he 
H-ished  to  drive  home  the  queslicn  of 
Government  responsibility.  AVas  it 
necessary  to  detain  the  House  twenty-five 
or  thirty  minutes  in  making  that  point  ? 
W'a  freely  accept  that  responsibility.  I 
have  never  spoken  since  the  war  began 
without  openly  stating  that  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  Government  alone,  were 
responsible  for  everything  connected  with 
the  war.  I  went  out  of  my  way  early  in 
Octol>er,  when  att-acks  were  made  on 
Sir  William  Butler  and  the  Intelligence 
Department,  to  say  that,  when  once  the 
country  was  at  war,  the  Government 
and  only  the  Government  could  be 
held  responsible.  If  any  other  views  are 
insidiously  introduced  forouracceptance — 
and  there  are  some  who  try  to  introduce 
them — we  shall  be  dealing  a  lamentable 
blow  at  the  constitutional  fabric  of  this 
country,  and  I  will  never  be  a  party  to 
endeavouring  to  take  off  one  feather- 
weight of  responsibility  from  the  Cabinet 
of  this  country  in  connection  with 
military  administration.  I  stated  that  as 
strongly  as  I  could  in  June,  1895,  and  I 
am  prepared  to  repeat  the  words  I  used 
on  that  occasion.  Then,  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  took  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  to  task  for  having, 
in  a  speech  he  recently  delivered,  stated 
chat  the  Government  had  acted  in  tvery 
particular  upon  "  military  advice,"  Why 
did  my  right  hon.  friend  make  that  state- 
ment ? — not  in  order  to  shift  any 
responsibility  from  the  Government, 
which,  if  a  war  is  successful,  gets 
undue  praise,  and,  if  a  war  is  disastrous, 
gets  undue  blame,  morally  and  eternally, 
but  constitutionally,  gets  its  deserts— my 
right  hon.  friend  said  that  to  remove  a 
doubt  which  was  breeding  anxiety  in  the 
public  mind.  The  public,  who  wish  that 
our  generals  should  have  unfettered 
discretion  in  the  field,  had  been  misin- 
formed and  led  to  )>elieve  that  our 
generals    decisions    were    being  over- 


I  ridden  and  guided  by  the  Cabinet,  and 
they  were  doubtful,  therefore,  as  to  what 
the  future  development  of  the  war  might 
be.    Surely  it  was  the  right,  almost  the 
I  duty,  of  any  member  of  the  Grovernment 
I  to  remove  that  doubt.    After  the  earlier 
I  part  of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  speech,  he 
I  said  he  woidd  proceed  to  a  concentration 
upon  facts,  antl  I  then  hoped  he  was  going 
I  at  once  to  arrive  at  those  arguments  which 
he  afterwanls  put  with  so  much  force. 
But  the  fir.it  fact  to  which  the  right  hon. 
'  Baronet  invited  our  attention  was  not 
i  connected  with  military  defence ;  it  was 
I  simply  connected  more  or  less  with  the 
diplomatic  arguments  which  have  been 
'  involved.    He  tokl  us  it  was  a  matter  of 
;  common  notoriety  that  there  had  been  an 
'  alliance  between  the  Orange  Free  State 
:  and  the  Transvaal  RepuMic  for  many 
years ;    indeed,  I  think  he  said  since 
[  within  a  few  months  of  the  Jameson  raid. 

1  *SiR  CHARLES  DILKE :  Since  1889. 

Mr.   WYNDHAM:   The  right  hon. 
Baronet  is  generally  very  accurate  as  to 
^  his  facts,  but  I  think  he  has  not  distin- 
guished very  clearly  on  this  occasion  that 
'  that   alliance    was    explicitly  and  in 
^  terms  a  defensive  alliance  only,  and 
'  placed  no  obligation  upon  a  single  man 
m  the  Orange  Free  State  unless  the 
,  frontier  of  one  or  other  of  the  Dutch  Re- 
j  publics  had  been  crossed  by  a  hostile 
!  force.    But  another  alliance  was  made  at 
'  a  later  date.    On  September  27  la-st  year 
I  words  were  used  by  President  Steyn 
which  showed  that  that  alliance  had  1>een 
superseded  by  another,  which  would  ad- 
mit of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Free  State 
I  taking  offensive  action  with  the  inhabi- 
I  tants  of  the  Trans^'aal.    Therefore,  the 
'  First  Lortl  of  the  Treasury  was  not  so 
very  far  out  in  the  limit  of  time  which  he 
made  use  of  in  his  speech  at  Dewsbury 
;  when  he  said  that  two  months  ago  he 
I  should  not  have  dreamt  that  the  Orange 
I  Free  State  would  have  acted  as  it  had. 
J  He  was  naming  almost  to  a  day  the  date 
'  when  the  Orange  Free  State  undertook 
I  this  additional  obligation.    The  right 
1  hon.  Baronet  next  said  that  this  was  not 
,  an  occasion  for  attacking  the  War  Office, 
I  and  that  hitherto  ho  had  not  made  a 

Krty  speech  when  directing  his  know- 
Ige  and  ability  to  questions  of  military 
defence.  But  he  went  on  to  say  that  on 
this  occasion  his  feelings  were  so  strong 
that  he  was  bound  to  make  a  party 
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and  as  I  understood,  imd  as  I 
infer,  he  was  bound  to  vote  for  this  party 
amendment.  The  feelings  of  the  right 
hon.  Baronet  may  be  strong,  but  I  know 
they  are  not  stronger  than  uie  feelings  of 
-almost  ovary  inhabitant  of  this  country, 
and  I  beg  leave  to  tell  him  that  because 
of  the  very  stren^h  of  those  feelings 
many  men  in  this  House  and  many 
millions  outside  believe  that  that 
strength  of  feeling  ought  to  lead  to 
an  avoidance  of  party  spirit  rather 
than  to  a  feeding  of  it.  The  latter  half 
of  the  right  hon.  Baronet's  speech  was 
welcome  to  the  majority  of  men  in  this 
House,  not,  perhaps,  entirely  for  its 
trend  as  a  criticism  of  the  War  Oifice,  but 
because  of  the  subject-matter  which  he 
elected  to  handle,  and  with  the  latter 
part  of  that  speech  I  would  couple  the 
admirable  speeches  to  whicb  we  listened 
yesterday  from  the  Members  for  West 
Somersetshire  and  the  Kye  Division  of 
Sussex.  A  few  days  ago  I  could  have 
said  with  absolute  conmlence  that  we 
had  met  to  hear  speeches  of  that  kind. 
They  were  the  speeches  the  country  was 
expecting.  It  is  true  in  this  House, 
as  elsewhere,  that  the  unexpected 
always  happens.  But  eight  or  ten 
days  ago  I  never  anticipated  that  such 
an  Amendment  as  this  would  be  moved. 
I  never  for  one  moment  believed  that 
such  an  attack  would  be  delivered  from 
such  a  quarter  at  such  a  time.  What  is 
the  time  I  We  are  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  anxious  stage  of  a  war  which  is 
filling  the  breasts  of  all  our  countrymen 
with  poignant  emotion,  and  which  is  tax- 
ing even  their  splendid  qualities  of  stoical 
endurance.  That  is  the  time.  What  is 
the  quarter  1  This  attack  is  delivered 
by  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  Front  i 
exposition  Bench,  who,  next  to  the  ] 
Government  of  the  day,  are  under  the 
most  onerous  obligations  to  the  whole  | 
country  to  avoid  any  course  which  may  | 
embarrass  our  arms—any  course  which  ' 
may  add  to  the  anxiety  only  too  naturally  < 
felt  by  those  who  watch  the  efTorts  of  our  \ 
brave  soldiers  upon  the  field.  And,  Sir,  j 
without  exception,  all  these  right  hon. 
Gentlemen,  not  even  excepting  the  late  : 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  or  the  right 
hon.  Member  for  the  Montrose  Burghs,  | 
have  stated  that  they  are  in  accord  with 
us,  at  any  rate  as  to  the  immediate 
necessity  and  immediate  objects  of  the 
war.  Now,  what  is  the  nature  of  the 
attack  1    The   attack  is  not  merely  a 

Mr.  fyi/ndhain. 


technical  vote  of  censure  put  up  as  a  peg 
upon  which  you  may  hang  an  interesting 
debate,  but  an  explicit  vote  of  censure 
drawn  in  such  terms  as  to  mean  nothing 
unless  it  means  that  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  are  prepared  now  to  unite  and 
take  over  this  heavy  task  from  our  bands 
with  a  greater  hope  of  prosecuting  it 
successfuTly,  because  they  have  now  more 
knowledge  and  more  foresight  and  more 
judgment  than  the  members  of  the 
Gkivernment  themselves.  I  will  not 
insult  them  by  believing  that  they  hare 
been  guilty  of  so  futile  and,  at  this 
moment,  so  frivolous  a  course  of  action 
as  to  put  forward  this  Amendment  merely 
to  record  their  opinion  that  they  would 
have  shown  more  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment and  foresight. 

An  Hon.  Member  of  the  Oppo- 
sition :  They  could  not  have  less. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  must  mean  that 
they  think  their  superiority  in  these 
respects  would  counterbalance  the  obvious 
and  admitted  disadvantages  of  a  Minis- 
terial crisis  and  a  general  election  half 
way  through  a  war  which  is  racking  the 
whole  Empire.  Then,  consider  the 
diflferent  points  of  view  of  these  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  who  now  think  they  may 
unite  for  such  a  difficult  purpose.  I  am 
not  going  to  touch  on,  the  diplomatic  side 
of  the  Amendment.  It  does  not  interest 
me.  But  on  the  question  of  military  pre- 
paration, which  does  interest  me,  we  have 
had  the  same  divergence  of  opinion.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Berwick  has  urged  that 
our  fault  was  in  not  sending  out  troops 
at  a  sufficiently  early  date.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  said 
in  this  House  only  the  other  night  and, 
more  explicitly,  some  months  ago,  that 
our  fault  was  that  all  through  last 
summer  we  were  mixing  up  diplomacy 
with  military  preparations.  That  is  a 
grave  charge,  because,  if  true,  it  would 
shatter  the  basis  of  the  Government's 
defence  of  its  action  in  the  past.  But  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  has  been  com- 
pletely misled.  He  has  twice  made  this 
charge  without  any  basis  of  fact  what- 
ever. I  do  not  know  how  he  came  to 
make  it.  I  was  questioned  last  summer 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  on  that 
very  point,  and  I  informed  the  House 
most  explicitly  that  not  a  single  man  had 
been  added  to  the  establisluncnt  of  the 
garrison  in  South  Africa  until  late  in  the 
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month  of  September.    The  charge  ought ' 
not  to  have  been  made,  and  I  think  it 
should  be  withdrawn.  I  regret  the  line  the 
Opposition  hare  taken,  and  to  which  we  ; 
are  invited  by  the  terms  of  the  Amend- 1 
ment.     I  do  not  wish  to  pursue  it.    I  | 
believe  that  all  that  can  he  said  about 
defects  m  the  past  is  but  as  dust  in  the  ' 
balance  in  comparison  with  those  things 
that  have  to  be  done,  that  must  be  done,  | 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  future.    In  | 
ordinary  times,  no  doubt,  it  is  the  right  | 
and  duty  of  the  Opposition  to  oppose,  to 

auestion,  to  criticise,  to  review,  to  con-  j 
emn,  if  you  like,  a  Government  or  a  ; 
Government  department,  and  that  places  , 
on    the   department    a   corresponding  | 
obligation  to  defend  itself.     But  this  is  i 
not  Ml  ordinary  time,    and   I  hoped  i 
and  honestly  believed  that  we  should  I 
have     suspended    oiu-    sham     fights : 
in     face     of     the     deadly   reahty ; ! 
that  our  animosities  would   have  been  I 
hushed  in  common  sorrow  for  those  who  j 
have  fallen,  in  sympathy  for  those  who 
are  bereaved,  and  admiration  for  our 
gallant  soldiers  who  daily  and  nightly  are 
enduring  hardships  and  incurring  danger, 
in  order  to  ensure  the  general  safety  of 
the  State.    But  we  have  been  deceived 
in  that  hope.    My  duty  to  the  House, 
as    I    had    conceived    it,     was  not 
so    much  to  defend  the  War  Office 
as  to  explain  what  had  been  done,  and 
why  it  had  been  done,  and  if  such  a| 
course,  tame  in  comparison  with  what  has  i 
taken  place  within  the  last  few  days,  has  | 
any  interest  in  any  quarter  of  the  House  ' 
I  still  propose  to  follow  it.    In  consider- 
ing what  steps  have  been  taken,  the ! 
reasons  for  taking  them,  and  the  reasons  I 
for  not  taking  some  of  them  sooner,  I 
agree  we  ought  frankly  and  fearlessly  to  | 
score  up  against  the  War  Office  or  the 
Army  any  disappointment  and  reverse 
that  can  be  traced  to  defect  in  adminis- 
tration in  the  one  or  the  other  ;  hut  I  do 
not  think  it  is  wise  to  attribute  to  defects 
in  the  War  Ofhce  or  the  Army  conse- 
quences which  have  followed  from  our 
settled  scheme  of  military  defence,  or 
consequences  which  have  followed  the  I 
diplomatic  policy  which  the  Government  j 
adopted — rightly  adopted,  as  I  think,  in  . 
view  of  the  peciiliar  relations  between 
this  country,  the  two  Dutch  Republics,  | 
and  our  colonies  in  South  Africa.    If  we  ' 
set  down  to  the  one  or  the  other  disap- ' 
pointments  that  spring  from  other  causes,  | 
we  shaU  cloud  our  judgment,  which  we  I 


need  to  keep  clear  in  order  that  we  may 
consider  proposals  for  the  reform  of  our 
system  of  defence  which  are  in  the  air, 
and  some  of  which  at  no  distant  date  it 
will  be  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  House. 
Let  me  take  the  first  point.  Let  us  con- 
sider what  is  the  permanent  system  of 
military  defence  tn  this  country.  It  is  no 
use  to  say,  "  You  have  no  troops  left  in 
this  country,"  for  that  is  not  quite  true  ; 
and  it  is  no  use  charging  the  War  Office 
with  the  fact  that  if  you  send  an  army  to 
South  Africa  it  no  longer  remains  in 
England.  We  must  face  things  as  they  are. 
It  may  be  we  shall  have  to  make  changes 
in  our  system  of  military  defence,  but  let 
us  imderstand  the  system.  It  has  been 
said  by  some  critics  that  our  military 
defence  is  at  a  disadvantage  as  compared 
with  our  naval  defetice,  because  the  Navy 
has  always  an  objective  to  aim  at.  Thafc 
is  to  say,  it  has  been  taken  as  a  rule  that 
our  naval  strength  should  be  equal  to  the 
combined  strength  of  any  two  Powers. 
We  have  had  an  objective  in  our  minds 
in  connection  with  military  defence  ever 
since  Mr.  Stanhope  was  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  in  1888.  The  Army  of 
this  country  has  been  organised  and 
maintained  with  a  view  to  achieving 
three  objects — to  give  the  necessary 
draft  reliefs  to  our  army  in  India  and  for 
the  maintenance  of  our  colonial  garrisons^ 
to  be  equal  to  the  embodiment  of  three 
army  corps  for  home  defence,  and,  as  I 
have  put  it  a  fortiori^  to  be  capable  of 
embodying  into  two  army  corps  a 
cavalry  division  and  troops  of  the  Line 
for  communication  for  the  purposes  of  a 
foreign  expedition.  I  do  not  believe 
that  the  critics  of  this  or  any  other 
Grovernment  have  contemplated  a  higher 
objective  than  that.  I  do  not  think  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  who  has  spoken  this 
evening  does — I  have  read  his  book  on 
the  subject— though  he  puts  in  another 
point,  which  I  thuik  is  covered  by  what  I 
have  said,  that  we  might  have,  under 
certain  conditions,  to  considerably  augment 
our  garrisons  in  India. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  I  have  also 
recommended  a  much  larger  force .  of 
artillery. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM  :  I  shaU  have  some- 
thing to  say  about  guns  later  on.  But 
uobwly  has  ui^ed  that  our  militaij 
system  ought  to  provide  us  troops 
in  larger  numbera  than  those  which  I 
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have  named ;  therefore,  if  you  want  to 
know  where  it  has  failed — for  I  admit 
there  has  been  a  defect/ and  I  am  not 
here  to  maintain  t^at  the  War  Office  is 
impeccable — we  must  know  what  are  die 
troops  necessary  for  such  an  expedition. 
It  has  been  computed  at  fifty-eight  bat- 
talions of  infantry,  ten  regiments  of 
cavalry,  and  that  you  would  need,  if 
you  compute  the  higher  proportion  of 
artillery  recognised  by  experts  last 
year,  /ortv-two  batteries  of  artillery.  I 
■do  not  tJiink  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
would  wish  us  to  have  more  with  such  a 
force. 

*SlR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  No,  not  with 
«uch  a  force.  I  do  not  like  to  interrupt, 
hut  as  the  question  is  put  to  me,  I  may 
say  I  have  advocated  keeping  up  artillery 
in  addition  to  the  artillery  for  the  regular 
forces  ;  that  is  to  say,  to  correapond  with 
the  strength  of  Gegulai's,  Militia,  and 
Volunteers. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  is  a  question 
■1  hope  to  <loal  with  at  a  future  tlato ;  hut 
I  do  not  think  the  right  hon.  Baronet, 
and  certainly  no  German  authority,  would 
recommend  sending  more  than  forty-two 
liatteries  with  such  a  force.    AVell,  we 
have  sent  almost  the  whole  of  that  num- 
ber out  of  this  country.    I  draw  a  dis- 
tinction between  what  is  sent  out  from  , 
the  country  and  what  A\  e  ha\  e  concen- 
trated in  South  Africii.    It  would  not  be  : 
fair  in  this  argument  to  quote  all  the 
troops  we  have  in  South  Africa.  Instead 
of  fifty-eight  battalions  of  iiifantry  we 
have  sent  sixty.    We  have  failed  in ' 
cavalry,  I  admit ;  instead  of  ten  we  have 
sent  nine  regiments ;  but  instead  of  forty- 
two  batteries  of  artillery  we  have  sent . 
forty-six  from  this  countrj-,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  failure  of  one  in  ten  ought  to 
press  hardly  against  the  a\'stem.  There 
are  concentrated  in  South  Africa  fifteen 
regiments  of  cavalry,  and  we  arc  going  to 
aend  three  more.    There  M  ill  be  seventy- , 
six  battalions  of  regular  infantry,  and  in 
All  fifty-four  batteries  of  artillery.    This  \ 
K»)uld  not  have  been  done  unless  this  \ 
•Government,  unless  my  noble  friend  Lord  i 
Lansdowne  and  the  Commander-in-Chief , 
had  worked  with  unceasing  energy  since  ' 
.they  took  office  in  1895  to  make  the  home  \ 
establishment  rise  to  the  objective  which 
I  have  named.  What  is  the  work  that  has 
Iieen  done  since  1895  ?    We  have  raised  | 
.and  added  six  battalions  of  infantry  to 
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the  home  establishment.  We  have  voted 
more,  and  shall  now  raise  them.  We  have 
raised  and  added  sixteen  batteries  of  artil- 
lery to  the  establishment.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  says  he  has  ui^ed  us  again  and 
again  to  make  a  larger  addition,  but  he 
knows  the  difficulties  we  have  to  encounter, 
and  that  what  has  been  easy  recently  because 
of  the  patriotism  of  the  country  Avas  not 
easy  last  year.  The  pace  at  which  we 
sought  to  raise  the  batteries  was  estimated 
on  the  best  advice  we  could  get  and  ac- 
cording to  our  experience  of  recruiting  in 
the  country.  We  knew  that  it  was  im- 
possible in  onlinary  times  to  raise  more 
than  five  batteries  of  artillery  in  the  year, 
and  we  raised  thorn  at  that  pace,  and  when 
the  war  came  we  had  raised  two  of  the 
five  proposed  for  this  year,  and  then 
when  war  came  we  raised  the  re- 
maining three  without  the  slightest  diffi- 
culty. Such  is  the  patriotism  of  the  nation. 
The  difficulty  of  every  Government  is  that, 
though  an  Pliiglishnian  will  fight  for  his 
country  with  greater  readiness  than  any 
other  man,  he  is  not  so  fond  of  soldier- 
ing as  the  people  of  other  nations.  If  I 
am  not  wearying  the  House  with  details,  I 
will  ask  Members  to  consider  the  increase 
in  the  eiFective  strength  of  the  Army 
since  we  accepted  this  mark  to  aim  at  in 
1888.  On  October  1  in  that  year  the 
effective  strength — men  actually  in  the 
Army  and  sernng  with  the  colours-  was 
210,717.  On  October  1  last,  before  we 
called  out  the  lleserves,  there  wort! 
235,924,  an  increase  in  our  peace  Army 
of  25,207.  Now,  it  has  been  said  —and 
I  must  call  attention  to  this  point-  that 
this  has  been  done  by  I'obbing  the  r6.<«erves 
!>nd  the  militia,  but  that  is  not  quite  the 
case.  The  reserves  in  1888  were  51,174, 
and  on  Octo1)cr  I  last  they  stood  at 
81,133,  a  further  increase  of  29,959  men. 
The  militia,  I  regret  to  say,  has  fallen 
below  the  establishment,  and  I  hope  it 
may  be  possible  to  devi.se  some  means  t<t 
remedy  this.  It  has  fallen  in  that  period 
10,250  men  below  the  establishment.  But 
even  so  there  is  a  net  gain  of  15,000  to 
the  peace  establishment  of  the  British 
Army,  and  10,000  men  are  atlmittedly 
moreefficientthan  they  would  have  l)een  in 
the  militia,  because  after  all  a  regular  bat- 
talion is  better  than  a  militia  Itattalion, 
largely  because  its  officers  have  greater 
opportunities  and  longer  training  aiul  ser- 
\ice.  Then  as  to  arms.  We  have  armed 
in  this  period  the  regulars  and  militia 
with  the  newest  rifle — the  Lee-Metford — 
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and  n*c  so  armed  the  Volunteers — I  do  I  was  possible  in  this  country  at  a  time  when 
not  wish  to  make  a  party  point  at  all —  t  no  man's  mind  was  turned  towards  war  or 
lietween  the  years  1895-9  r  at  a  mnch  '  the  disastrous  events  u'faich  have  fallen  to 
more  rapid  rate  than  was  luiticipated  by  j  our  lot  during  the  last  three  months.  I 
the  leader  of  the  Opposition,  who  in  the  '  will  not  say  another  word  about  what 
celebrated  cordite  aeliate,  when  he  was  is  called  the  permanent  military  policy 
Secretaiy  for  War,  atiticipated  that  it '  of  this  country  ;  I  have  shown  its  liraita- 
would  be  necessary  largely  to  increase  the  |  tions,  but  I  have  tried  also  to  show  that, 
amount  of  cordite  kept  in  store  if  in  the  ;  accepting  those  limitations,  this  Govern- 
cotirse  of  some  yearei  Volunteers  were  '  ment  has  done  its  best  to  extend  that 
armed  with  the  Lee-Metford  rifle.  Well,  military  system  during  a  period  of  pro- 
we  did  it  in  the  course  of  one  year.  I  say  '  found  crisis.  It  is  necessary  in  order  to 
that  not  to  make  a  party  point,  but  meet  some  of  the  criticisms  of  the  right 
merely  to  show  that  this  Go\ernment  hon.  Baronet,  and  in  order  to  explain 
has  not  been,  as  some  think,  stack  and  what  has  taken  place,  to  say  one  word 
idle  in  what  is  after  all  one  of  the  first  ,  upon  diplomacy,  because,  although  when 
and  most  vital  duties  of  a  Goveniment  of  diplomacy  breaks  down  and  war  ensues 
this  nation.  The  difficulty  in  this  country  '  the  conduct  of  aflairs  can  be  put  into  the 
is  not  by  merely  passing  a  vote  to  get '  hands  of  generals,  and  their  action  can  be 
men  ;  you  have  to  find  the  laud  on  which  released  from  all  guidance  and  restriction, 
to  train  them,  and  barracks  in  which  to  so  long  as  diplomacy  is  in  the  field  war- 
house  them.  All  these  problems  present ;  like  preparations  must  have  some  relation 
gn-ater  difficulties  in  this  small  country,  to  that  diplomacy.  I  am  npt  going 
where  property  is  not  only  expensive,  but ;  through  the  history  of  the  tangled  skein 
■  where  it  is  reluctantly  surreudereti,  where  ■  of  the  diplomatic  negotiations  of  last  year, 
you  have  to  fight  lawsuits  and  put  com- '  I  am  content  to  take  one  thing — the 
piilsory  powers  in  force,  and  where  you  '  ultimatnm.  On  September  8th  we  sent  a 
are  impeded  at  c^ery  turn  by  the  very  i  despatch,  to  the  "ftansvaal  Government 
men  —to  whom  be  all  honour  and  credit  which  practically  amounted  to  this,  Will 
-  -who  now  in  the  moment  of  difficulty  I  you  or  will  you  not  allow  us  to  examine 
will  write  a  cheque  for  £10,000  or  i  your  seven  years  franchise  law  ?  If  you 
£50,000.  We  have  spent  on  training —  will  allow  it,  and  if  that  law  is  proved  to 
that  is  to  say,  on  putting  barracks  in  the  j  be  unsatisfactory  and  illusory,  how  can 
neighbourhfxxl  of  places  where  men  can  you  recede  from  your  offer  of  a  five  years 
be  traine*!— £1,399,000  :  we  have  spent  -franchise  7  Well,  was  that  a  moment  for 
on  concentration— that  is  to  say,  on  ostentatiously  spending  three  or  four 
building  liarracks  where  the  dift'ercnt  units  '  millions  of  moTiey  on  preparations  which 
of  brigjules  and  so  forth  can  be  nlaced  —  would  have  l>een  known  to  the  whole 
altoigether  £5,555,000  ;  we  have  spent  on  world  within  a  few  days  ?  Could  we 
increasing  the  comfort  of  the  troops,  by  '  honestly  have  taken  such  a  course  ?  Is  it 
improWrig  the  amenities  of  these  l>arracks,  '  true  that  there  was  no  cnance  for  diplo- 
£6,3.^,000:  and  because  we  have  done  ^  macy  at  that  moment?  Why,  the  right 
that  we  have  made  some  progress  \nx\i  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
the  hanlest  problem  of  all,  namely,  the  Montrose  Bnrghs  a  week  after  that 
problem  of  i-ecmiting.  The  rt'ci-uits  who  '  despsitch  said  that  in  his  judgment  the 
<ame  into  the  Army  in  1895,  the  first  Transvaal  Government  could  not  and 
year  of  this  Government,  numbered  would  not  recede  from  their  five  years 
:J9,58;l,  and  the  iccruits  last  year  were  ofTer. 
42,700.    On  works  aiul  on  guns  we  have  : 

}*pent.  and  partly  contracted  by  loans  -I  Mk.  J.  MOKLKV  (Montrose  Burghs), 
put  loans  and  Estimates  together-  -  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  not 
£7.000,000  ;  and  if  you  take  all  the  I  quite  accurately  reporte  l  the  despatch  of 
money  which  has  I»een  contracted  for  on  ■  8th  September.  The  eflect  of  that 
loans  since  the  days  of  Lord  Palmerston  despatch  was  to  confine  the  Boers  to  their 
you  will  find  that  this  Government '  five  years  franchise, 
and    its  predecessors  ha\e  contracted 

£ir..000,000,outof£19,.!i00,000.  I  think !  .Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  right  hon: 
it  is  not  fair  to  say  that  we  were  found,  Gentleman  has  left  out  the  invitation  at 
by  what  I  admit  to  be  a  great  Imperial  the  beginning  of  that  despatch  to  have  an 
«meigency,  wanting  iu  having  done  what  |  examination  of  the  seven  years  law  to  see 
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whether  it  was  satisfactoiy.     I  will  not 

go  into  that.  I  believe  I  have  given  it 
accurately  ;  but,  whether  I  have  or  not,  it 
will  not,  I  think,  be  denied  that  it  would 
have  been  a  doubtful  policy,  it  would 
have  been  the  very  course  of  which  we 
have  been  erroneously  accused  by  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition,  if  we  had  spent 
X3,000,000  prior  to  that  date  on  collect- 
ing mules  and  heaping  up  munitions  and 
stores  in  South  Africa.  I  wonder  whether 
any  hon.  Glentleman  who  says.  Why  did 
not  you  collect  mules  in  South  Africa  1 
can  picture  what  18,000  or  20,000  mules 
look  like  when  they  are  all  together. 
They  are  not  what  can  be  called  "common 
objects  of  the  seashore,"  they  are  con- 
spicuous and  would  be  liound  to  attract 
attention.  I  have  seen  myself  the  col- 
lective transport  for  a  far  smaller  force 
than  the  one  we  contemplated,  and  I  can 
assure  hon.  Members  that  it  is  not  the 
kind  of  thing  that  anyone  is  likely  to 
overlook.  I  oelieve  tliat  a  good  deal  of 
this  criticism  of  the  Government  for  not 
collecting  a  vast  amount  of  stores  and  a 
number  of  transport  animals — the  only 
things  that  could  have  been  done  at  an 
earlier  date,  and  which,  if  they  had  been 
done,  could  only  have  given  us  an  extra 
four  weeks  in  hand— is  based  upon  a 
study  of  the  problem  which  confronts 
Continental  nations,  but  which  does  not 
confront  ourselves.  As  between  two 
sovereign  States  on  the  Continent  of 
Europe,  it  is  perfectly  true  that  no  states- 
men would  conduct  a  prolonged  diplomatic 
correspondence  of  the  character  which 
took  place  between  this  country  and  the 
Transvaal  last  year,  orany  longand  strained 
diplomatic  correspondence,  unless  they  had 
-  -as  a  matter  of  fact  Continental  nations 
always  have — their  armies  on  the  frontier 
ready  to  be  mobilised,  with  huge  reserves 
of  stores  and  transports  available  within 
from  two  to  four  days  call.  But 
that  is  not  the  problem  which  this 
Government  has  dealt  Mith  successfully 
for  something  like  a  hundred  years 
in  South  Amca,  and  succes^ully  for 
a  far  longer  period  in  India.  This 
country,  which  in  these  vast  expanses  is 
sovereign  over  certain  portions  of  the 
territory,  which  holds  other  tracts  in  the 
state  of  feudatories,  and  over  others, 
again,  exercises  a  shadowy  supremacy, 
is  responsible  for  the  general  welfare  of 
the  whole  <^  these  great  expanses  and 
their  happiness.  How  ha^-e  we  fulfilled 
that  responsibility  f   How  have  we  been 
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able,  with  a  few  vicissitudes,  some  almost 
as  alarming  as  this  one,  to  do  this  t 
Partly  by  our  arms,  partly  by  the  prestige 
of  our  arms,  but,  in  my  judgment,  far 
more  largely  because  we  have  not  pursued 
methods  which  may  be  appropriate  to  the 
Contineiit,  but  which  are  not  appropriate 
to  such  places  as  South  Africa  and  India. 
Can  anybody  lielieve  that  the  great 
feudatory  rajahs  of  India  would  at  this 
moment  be  offering  us  their  horses  and 
their  men  if  they  had  not  known  that  we 
never  prepared  a  blow  whilst  we  main- 
tained a  smiling  face,  if  they  had  not 
known  that  we  have  never  made  ready  to 
wipe  out  a  State,  however  difficult  it 
made  our  path,  until  we  had  given  it 
warning  after  warning,  and  perhaps  in 
the  long  run  allowed  it  to  find  us  in  the 
very  state,  I  admit  of  unpreparedness,  in 
which  we  were  found  hy  this  war  with 
the  Transvaal  t  That  may  provoke  dis- 
sent, but  I  invite  hon.  Members  to  read 
the  correspondence  recently  published  in 
the  life  oi  Sir  Bol>ert  Peel  in  connection 
with  the  Sikh  War  of  1845.  They  will 
find  there  a  parallel  so  close  to  what  has 
just  happened  as  to  be  absolutely  startling. 
Ix)rd  Ellenborough  had  been  recalled. 
He  wrote  in  a  letter  to  the  Viceroy- 
designate,  Lord  Hardinge,  that  an  in- 
vasion by  the  Sikhs  was  inevitaUe.  Lord 
Hardinge  went  out  to  India,  and  he 
wrote  home  taking  an  entirely  different 
opinion.  Matters  became  worse,  and  we 
made  then,  as  we  made  now,  a  defensiTe 
preparation.  Then,  suddenly,  came  the  in 
vasion  by  the  Sikhs  with  65,000  men  and 
150  piecesof  artillery.  Did  Lord  Hardinge, 
whose  memory  I  believe  all  men  respect, 
and  who  showed  such  heroism  and  such 
statesmanship  on  that  occasion,  say  then, 
"  I  have  been  wrong,  you  have  been 
wrong,  and  we  ought  to  have  made  ready 
a  great  offensive  expedition  preparatory 
to  crossing  the  border  t "  No,  he  wrote 
these  woras — 

"The  Sikli  HggreHHion  was  maule  when  we 
were  prepared  with  defensive  meaoH.  Th»t 
we  were  not  ]ire{>ared,  for  want  of  transport, 
with  otTeDHive  iiieaiiR  is  no  fault  of  tbU 
Government;  it  would  have  jiutitied  hostilities 
and  placed  ox  in  the  wroag. 

I  need  hardly  say  that  I  do  not  intend  to 
ride  off  upon  that  argument  and  to  avoid 
any  attacks  or  criticism  which  can 
properly  be  brought  to  bear  upon  the 
adequacy  and,  above  all,  upon  the  timeli- 
ness of  our  preparations.  I  hope  the 
House  will  understand  that  I  do.  not. 
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object  to  criticism  on  these  points ;  I 
welcome  it,  I  do  not  consider  it  hostile,  I 
think  it  helpful  to  the  Government, 
because  unless  we  search  most  deeply  and 
curiously  into  all  these  military  questions 
we  cannot  hope  to  turn  to  the  best 
account  the  patriotic  feeling  which  is 
jiroused  and  our  intention  to  better  our 
defences  in  the  future.  What  were  the 
preparations  which  were  made  1  The 
rarrison  of  South  Africa  stood  at  seven 
battalions  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of 
cavalry,  and  three  batteries  of  artillery. 
For  the  defensive  state  we  increased  that 
garrison  up  to  seventeen  battalions  of 
infantry,  five  regiments  of  cavalry,  and 
nine  batteries  of  artillery,  or  something 
approaching  25,000  men  in  all.  I  can 
only  say  that  it  was  believed — I  admit 
erroneously,  and  I  regret  it — that  that 
force  was  sufficient  for  defensive  action. 
The  facts  ha^  e  proved  the  contrary— the 
hard  logic  of  facts.  We  accept  that, 
but,  believing  that  that  force  was  suffi- 
cient for  defensive  action,  the  Government 
prepared  ati  expeditionary  force.  The 
Government  knew  it  would  take  thirteen 
weeks  from  the  date  of  the  commencement 
of  the  preparations  which  take  longest  to 
the  day  of  their  completion.  Those  things 
were  the  change  of  draught  to  suit  mules 
instead  of  horses,  the  purchase  of  mules 
in  different  parts  of  the  world  and  their 
concentration  in  South  Africa,  and  so 
forth.  But  there  wiis  no  doubt  about  it, 
if  we  did  wrong,  we  did  it  deliberately, 
from  what  I  believe  to  have  been  a  right 
motive — namely,  to  give  diplomacy  every 
diancc.  And  we  did  not  do  it  recklessly, 
because  we  believed  the  defensive  action 
we  took  was  sufficient  to  avoid  any  risk 
involved  in  that  delay.  Once  we  began 
to  send  that  force  we  proceeded  with 
great  rapidity.  The  embarkation  began 
m  October  20th,  and  by  the  31st  we  had 
embarked  27,000  men,  3,600  horses,  and 
42  guns.  By  December  4th  we  hjid  in 
South  Africa  47,000  men.  It  has  been 
said  that  we  have  sent  men  out  by  drib- 
lets, but  that  is  not  so.  In  every  week 
a  considerable  number  of  men  were 
landed  in  South  Africa  without  a  single 
pause  or  intermission.  I  will  not  stop  to 
give  the  numbers  nowj  if  any  Member 
wishes  for  a  return  I  am  ready  to  pub- 
lish them.  I  may  tell  the  House  that 
you  cannot  embark  beyond  a  certain 
number  of  men  in  any  week  in  this 
country,  because  there  are  not  the  quays 
beside  which  you  can  put  more  than  a 
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certain  number  of  ships,  and,  even  if  you 
could,  I  invite  hon.  Members  to  give  their 
attention  to  the  problem  of  coaling  all 
those  ships  at  intermediate  stations  on 
the  way  out,  and  then  you  will  find  that 
the  volume  of  the  stream  which  you  can 
turn  upon  any  pari  of  the  world  7,000 
miles  away  is  determined  by  certain  phy- 
sical factors  that  no  amount  of  goodwill 
can  overcome.    The  fact  that  all  the 
stores  and  all  the  transport  for  the  whole 
force  originally  contemplated,  its  eight 
regiments  of  cavalry  and  its  artillery, 
could  not  be  ready  until,  say,  December 
20th,  was  no  reason  for  not  sending  out 
the  infantry  at  a  far  earlier  data  We 
have    been    somewhat  inconsistently 
attacked  by  some  for  not  sanding  out  the 
infantry  in  order  to  keep  the  peace  in 
districts  which  might  be  suspected  of  dis- 
loyalty, and  by  others  for  sending  out 
troops  in  wrong  order—namely,  infantry 
first,  and  cavalry  last ;  but,  as  I  have 
said,  as  the  whole  force  could  not  lie 
operative,  had  not  its  lugs,  and  was  net 
expected  to  have  its  legs,  until  December 
20th,  it  was  a  very  sound  thing  to  send 
the  infantry  out  as  a  stationary  garrison 
during   a    time   of   so  much  danger 
and  anxiety.    That  was  the  situation  uid 
that  was  the  view  which,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  was  taken  of  it  by  the  Govern- 
ment.   But  on  30th  October  the  whole 
problem    was    changed,    and    on  2nd 
November  Sir  R.  Buller  announced  to 
the  G^>vernment  that  he  intended  to  pro- 
ceed himself  at  once  to  the  relief  of  Lady- 
smith.    Now,  Sir,  that  is  the  second  of 
the  two  cardinal  decisions  upon  which 
everything  has  hinged.    The  first,  as  I 
have  already  said,  was  the  diplomatic 
decision  not  to  make  ostentatious  pre- 
parations for  aggressive  action  so  long  as 
diplomacy  hela  out  any  hope ;  the  second 
was  the  strategic  decision  of  2nd  Novem- 
ber, which  consisted  in  this,  that  the 
trariiport  for  one  organic  force  which  was 
maturing  and  which  would  have  matured 
by  the  third  week  of  December  was  broken 
up  and  diverted  into  another  country, 
you  may  say  four  days'  steaming  away, 
and  some  of  the  troops  who  were  concen- 
trated there  were  Averted  in  a  similar 
manner.    Do  not  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  I  am  criticising  the  decision  of  Sir 
B.  Buller.    Far  from  it.    He  was  on  the 
spot.    He  saw  the  facts  as  they  were, 
and  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  able  to 
give  reasons  for  that  action  which  will 
convince    military    students    and  the 
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country.    I  do  not  criticise  his  action.  I 
think  we  have  too  much  of  this  kind  of 
criticism.    People  say  that,  instead  of 
proceeding  with  a  central  advance.  Sir  K. 
BuUer  went  to  vetieve  Ladysmith,  aiid 
we  know  what  happened.    Quite  true.  I 
A  good  many  things  we  will  chII  disastrous  j 
if  you  like  ;  things  we  shall  never  forget  | 
au<l  shall  ever  regret  to  our  dying  dky  ; 
hav<;  happened.    But  we  du  not  know,  ; 
and  none  of  us  ever  can  or  will  know,  i 
what  would  have  happened  if  another 
course  had  been  pursued.    There  is  a 
tendency  to  which  we  are  all  subject  -I 
know  I  am-  that  when  you  have  two 
choices  and  you  choose  one  which  turns 
out  to  be  unfortunate  and  you  are  over- 
whelmed   with    disfippointment,  yon 
n^Mume  that  if  you  had  taken  the  other  i 
decision    all   would    have    gone    well.  , 
But    it    is    very    easy    to     conceive ! 
that  if  Sir  B.  Buller  had  tint  gone  to ' 
the  relief  of  Ladysmith,  and  if  Sir  G.  i 
White  had  not  stayed  in  Ladysmith,  we  ! 
might  have  had  another  development  of 
disaster  upon  another  line.    We  might ! 
have  bad  that  universal  rising  of  the  Cape  < 
Dutch  of  which  wo  have   beanl  for ! 
months,  but  which,  thank  Heaven  '.  has  ! 
not  occurred.    That  explanation — I  will  : 
not  call  it  "  that  defence  " — also,  in  my  . 
opinion,  accounts  for  the  fact  that  Lord 
Methuen  had  not  sufficient  cavalry  and 
artillery  with  him.    Lord  Methuen  was 
hurried  up  after  the  reverse  at  Nichol- 
son's Nek  to  the  Orange  River,  and  when 
we  are  accused  of  having  been  tardy,  as 
far  as  I  remember,  if  you  deduct  the  time 
for  the  sea  voyage.  Lord  Methuen,  who 
left  London,  arrived  on  the  frontier  (that 
is  to  say,  the  Orange  River)  in  fewer  days 
than   the  German   Army  reached  the 
French  frontier  in  the   Fnm co-German 
war.     Naturally,  the  plan  of  campaign 
having  been  changefl,  he  had  not  with  him 
the  cavalry  which  had  l)een  diverted  for 
another  purpose.    When  this  happened, 
my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  at 
once  offered  a  Fifth  Division  to  Sir  R. 
Buller.    It  has  been  said  that  when  some- 
body was  asked  for  a  battalion  ho  always 
senta  brigade,  and  that  has  been  thecourse 
pursued  oy  Lord  Lansdowno.    On  the 
morrow  of  Nicholson's  Nek  he  at  once 
<lespatched   three   l)attalion8,  although 
none  were  asked  for.    On  the  morrow  of 
the  decision  of  Sir  H.  Buller  he  at  once 
offered  him  a  Fifth  Division,  and  in  reply 
he  was  told  that  prepai-ation  was  desir- 
able, but  that  there  was  no  immediate 
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need  for  its  despatch.    Then  later  on, 
it  was  asked  for — on  the   11th.  On 
Novemlier  30th,  and  again  on  December 
9th,  he  offered  to  send  out  a  Sixth  Divi- 
sion, and  the  reply  was  that  it  would  be 
wanted  at  the  end  of  January.  Then 
again  the  situation   changed,  owing  to 
reverses.  On  the  18th  there  was  a  reverse 
at  Stormberg,  and  on  the  1 1th  Lord 
Methuen 's  attack  at  Magersfontein  was 
defeated  with  heavy  loss.    On  the  1 3th 
Sir  R,  Buller  was  jilwut  to  make  a  frontal 
attack  on  the  position  at  Colenso.  The 
next  day — the  14th- -Lord  Lansdowne 
ordered  the  Sixth  Division  to  embark 
without  any  connnnnication  with  South 
Africa,  and  they  I  legan  to  embark  two  days 
afterwards.    At  the  same  time  he  ordered 
the  Seventh  Division  to  le  mobilised. 
Then  on  loth  December  Sir  R.  Buller 
mot  with  what  I  will  not  call  a  reverse, 
but  a  distinct  check,  at  the  battle  of 
Colenso — ^strategically  most  critical,  but 
as  an  affair  of  iunis,  glorious  for  our 
soldiers.    The  nc.vt  da_y  he  asked  for  a 
Seventh   Division,    the  preparation  of 
which  had  already  licen  omered,  and  also 
for  8,000  moiniteil  irregulars  from  this 
country.    Lorrl  Lansdowne  replied  that 
!  the  Seventh  Division  would  eminrk  on 
I  the  4th  of  January,  and  it  did  Ijcgin  to 
j  embark  on  the  +th  of  January.  The 
next  day  we  took  the  first  steps  to  bring 
out  the  Imperial  Yeomanry.     At  the 
I  same  time  the  Volunteers  were  invited 
to  come  forwai-d — as  I  should  like  to 
1  explain  -  in  oitlcr  to  fill  up  the  places  in 
I  each  battalion  left  vacant  by  the  raising 
;  of  one  company  of  mounted  infantry 
from  each  mttalion.    We  alsj  appealed 
;  to  the  patriotism  of  our  Militia  regiments. 
'  Twenty  Militia  regiments  are  now  serving, 
'.  or  are  about  to  proceed,  out  of  this 
;  country,  and  fourteen  of  them  are  serving 
in  South  Africa. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HKALV  {Louth,  N.):  Give 
the  proportions  for  the  three  portions  of 
I  the  United  Kingdom. 

\  .Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  have  not  the 
i  proportions  with  ntc. 

I  An  UoNOi'iunLK  Mkmbkr:  The  Irish 
I  are  best. 

I  Mil.  WYNDHAM  :  I  do  not  think  I 
\  should  be  entitled  to  make  any  further 
'  demand  on  the  patience  of  the  House. 
1  If  the  point  is  raised  as  to  the  efficiency 
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Grovernment  announced  to  the  world 
their  connction  that  unmounted  troops 
were  the  kind  of  troops  which  were  most 
suited  to  South  African  warfare.  The 
words  "unmounted  troo|H'*  were  not 
used.  The  correct  phrase  was  used  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  this  evening ;  but 
I  do  not  insist  upon  that.  Those  who 
quote  these  words  should  consider  when 
they  were  used,  and  to  whom  they  were 
used.  If  they  will  consider  that,  they 
will  find  that  they  gave  no  indication  that 
the  Government  held  the  opinion  to 
which  I  have  referred.  It  may  be,  and  I 
think  it  is,  that  the  Government  did  not 
send  out  originally  a  sufficient  proportion 
of  mounted  troops  ;  but  they  sent  out  a 
larger  proportion  than  is  usually  contem- 
plated, oecause  they  believed  that  mounted 
troops  were  specially  suited  to  South 
African  warfare.  They  sent  out  a  cavalry 
division  with  one  army  corps,  and  they 
ordered  one  company  of  mounted 
infantry  to  be  raised  in  coimection  with 
each  battalion  sent  to  South  Africa. 
Therefore  the  necessity  for  mounted 
troops  was  present  to  their  minds — I  do 
not  say  sufficiently  present  to  their 
minds ;  but  when  did  they  use  these 
words,  that  infantry  was  most  service- 
able )  On  the  3rd  October,  before  the 
ultimatum  had  been  sent  and  before  the 
war  had  begun,  and  at  a  timo  when  the 
Government  and  the  general  officer  who 
was  going  out  to  command  in  South 
Africa,  Sir  Redvers  BuUer,  were  satisfied 
that  the  force  of  the  army  corps  and  the 
cavalry  division  and  the  troops  on  the 
lines  of  communication  was  an  adequate 
I  force— that  is  to  say,  50,000  men,  in  addi- 
I  tion  to  the  25,000  in  South  Africa.  Thea 
I  came  up  the  question  of  colonial  contin- 
gents. Two  colonies,  and  two  only, 
before  the  3rd  of  October,  had  made  a 
definite  offer  through  their  representative 
Governments  —  Queensland  and  New 
Zealand.  Far  earlier — in  July — they 
had  offered,  in  the  one  case  250,  and  in 
the  other  200,  mounted  infantry. 
Directly  it  was  decided  that  the  wish  of 
the  colonies  should  be  gratified — a  wish 
for  which  we  thank  them — and  that  their 
splendid  patriotism  should  not  be  sub- 
jected to  what  would  have  been  a  slight, 
we  at  once  accepted  both  these  propouls ; 
and  the  same  day  we  acceptad  the  volun- 
teering of  the  108  New  South  Wales 
Lancers  who  were  in  this  country.  There- 
fore the  fint  thing  done  on  the  3rd  of 
October  was  to  accept  558  mounted  men 
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«f  our  field  artillery^  I  shall  be  prepared 
to  meet  it. 

An  Hon.  Member:  Are  they  quick- 
firers? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  matter  is  too 
technical  to  be  taken  np  at  this  moment. 
But  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet  has  pressed 
me,  not  upon  the  efficiency  of  the  gims, 
"but  on  the  numbers  of  the  guns  we  have 
despatched,  it  would  perhaps  not  be  out 
of  place  to  state  exactly  what  guns  we 
have  sent  out.  We  have  sent  and  are 
sending  36  siege  train  guns,  heavy  guns, 
and  we  have  there  38  naval  guns,  mobile 
^uxvj  guns — that,  is  to  say,  74  heavy 
jguns  of  position.  In  addition  we  have 
"36  Sin.  howitzers  which  are  moved 
about  with  the  troops,  and  which  throw 
a  very  heavy  shell,  with  501b.  of 
lyddite.  So  that,  altogether,  we  have 
110  guns  capable  of  tnrowing  a  large 
'shell  with  a  high  explosive,  and  some  of 
them  with  a  range  of  10,000  yards. 
Then  we  have  54  guns  of  horse  artillery 
and  234  gtms  of  field  artillery,  or  288 
-field  gnns  with  the  troops. 

•Sir  CHARLES  DILKE 1  That  is  in- 
•duding  those  which  have  not  yet  sailed  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  doubt;  I  ad- 
mitted that  that  was  the  case.  In  all, 
•counting  in  the  howitzers,  there  can 
accompany  the  troops  in  the  field  .324 
^ns.  There  are  also  two  TBonntain 
batteries,  or,  in  all,  410  guns  in  South 
Africa,  without  counting  the  guns  which 
are  to  go  out  with  the  Volunteers  and 
tthe  guns  from  our  colonies.  If  the  right 
hoii.  Baronet  likes  to  make  a  point  of  it, 
\^  of  these  guns  are  not  there  yet. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  :  A  great 
deal  more  than  that,  surely.  You 
:are  counting  all  those  batteries — those 
scratch  batteries — which  sailed  on  the  21  st 
January. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  1  do  not  know 
what  the  right  hon.  baronet  means  by 
*'  scratch  "  batteries.  Four  batteries  have 
Tecentty  been  despatched,  and  I  toU  him 
that  some  of  the  siege  train  ^db  were 
not  yet  in  South  Africa.  The  right  hon. 
Baronet  pressed  me  for  answers  upon  the 
-question  of  mounted  troops.  It  is  a 
question  which  I  am  veiy  ^ad  to  explain, 
and  I  propose  to  explain  it  quite  frankly 
.to  the  House.  It  has  been  said  that  tat 
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from  these  colonies.  From  the  other 
colonies  we  had  not  received  definite 
offers  of  specific  bodies  from  the  Gorem- 
ments,  but  we  had  received  an  expression 
of  the  wish  that  they  might  be  allowed  to 
take  some  part  in  this  campaign.  PubHc 
meetings  were  held  and  resolutions 
passed,  but  there  was  nothing  definite. 
Naturally,  time  pressed  at  that  moment. 
I  went  to  Aldershot  and  asked  Sir 
Redvers  BuUer  whether  he  could  give  us 
some  indication  of  the  terms  which  should 
guide  the  colonies,  so  that  each  of 
uiem  should  be  represented  more  or 
less  in  proportion  to  their  popula- 
tion. Sir  Redvers  BuUer  said  that  it 
would  be  easier  to  give  the  colonies  what 
they  desired — that  was,  an  immediate 
place  at  the  front — if  they  were  in\'ited 
to  contribute  manageable  units  of  125 
men  each,  for  we  did  not  wait  for  definite 
offers  in  some  cases  consisting  of  infantry, 
cavalry,  and  artillery.  He  felt  that  a 
sharp  and  short  answer  was  the  right  way 
to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  colonies.  That 
was  our  object,  and  it  was  achieved.  That 
telegram  was  received  with  enthusiasm  in 
every  part  of  our  colonial  Empire.  I 
want  to  narrow  this  thing  down,  because 
I  should  like  the  House  to  know  the  size 
of  the  matter  about  which  so  much  has 
been  made.  Tasmania  had  offered 
infantry,  but  no  cavalry,  and  that  tele- 
gram was  sent  to  South  Australia,  New 
South  Wales,  Victoria,  and  Canada,  as  a 
guiding  line  for  them  to  follow.  South 
Australia  sent  one  infantry  contingent  of 
125  men,  and  New  South  Wales,  which 
had  alr«idy  contributed  over  100,  sent 
one  contingent  each  of  mounted  and  un- 
mounted men,  Victoria  one  of  each,  and 
Canada  sent  1 ,000  infantry.  So  that  the 
greatest  possible  number  of  mounted  men 
accruing  from  that  cable  was  1,375,  and  if 
the  Colonies  had  exercised  the  option 
given  them,  and  had  sent  all  mounted 
men,  we  should  have  had  that  number  of 
mounted  men  in  South  Africa  at  an  earlier 
date.  That  cable  was  sent  when  no  one 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  the  force 
contemplated  would  prove  insufficient  for 
its  purpose.  This  is  not  a  defence,  but  it 
is  an  explanation,  and  as  I  am  on  the 
subject  of  mounted  men,  of  which  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  made  a  great  deal  in 
his  speech,  and  which,  I  believe,  excites  a 
great  deal  of  attention,  I  may  state  that 
the  first  offer  from  the  colonies  was  1,616 
unmounted  and  841  mounted  men.  But 
these  colonies  have  made  further  offers. 

Mr.  IFi/ndham. 


The  colonial  Legislatures  have  not 
changed  their  tone  in  consequence  of  the 

disappointments  and  disasters  which  have 
occurred  to  our  arms.  They  were  all 
ready  to  aiil  us  with  men  in  October  last, 
before  we  had  suffered  any  check  or  re- 
verse, and  were  ready  to  go  on  doing  so. 
In  fact,  they  have  set  an  example  which 
might  be  followed  nearer  home.  The 
second  offer  was  759  unmounted  and 
3,857  mounted  men,  so  that  in  all  we 
have  accepted  from  our  colonies  2,375 
unmounted  and  4,698  mounted  men. 
I  should  now  like  to  give  the  proportion 
of  mounted  and  unmounted  men  at  four 
important  periods  for  the  whole  force  in 
South  Africa.  In  the  original  garrison 
in  South  Africa  there  were  7,600  im- 
mounted  and  2,000  mounted  men — rather 
more  than  one  in  four  were  mounted. 
The  totals  on  October  9,  the  day  of  the 
ultimatum,  were  12,600  unmounted  and 
3,400  mounted — again  rather  more  than 
one  to  four.  The  totals  on  Januar}-  1 
were  83,600  unmounted  and  19,800 
mounted — a  little  less  than  one  to  four, 
but  at  that  date  we  had  just  sent  out  a 
large  infantry  contingent ;  and  the  total 
complement  that  will  shortly  Ije  there,  not 
including  the  Hth  Division  or  the  4th 
Cavalry  Brigade,  is  142,800  unmounted 
and  37,800  mounted  men  in  South  Africa, 
bringing  the  proportion  again  to  some- 
thing like  one  in  four.  The  total  of  our 
troops  in  that  country  in  the  next  fort- 
night or  three  weeks  will  be  180,600  men. 
I  ought  to  suggest  to  the  House  that  the 
Boers  have  the  advantage  of  having  no 
lines  of  communication,  and  if  you  deduct 
from  the  figures  which  I  have  given  the 
troops  necessary  for  our  long  lines  of 
comnmnications — which  are  necessarily 
infantry  -the  proportion  of  mounted  to 
unmounted  men  in  the  field  is  a  very 
much  higher  one  than  I  have  mentioned. 
I  would  also  like  t^)  remind  the  House 
that  I  ha^  e  counted  all  the  artillery  as 
being  unmounted,  so  that  I  have  not 
"  cooked  "  the  figures  in  order  to  present 
a  fairer  case.  I  do  not  know  whether  I 
ought  to  say  a  word  about  the  Intelligence 
Department.  I  see  that  it  excites  some 
interest  on  the  front  bench  opposite.  For 
my  part  I  see  no  reason  for  not  giving  a 
good  deal  of  the  informiition  to  the  House 
which  we  have  received  from  the  Intelli- 
gence Department,  and  also  givingtfae  dates 
upon  which  it  was  received  The  Intelli- 
gence Department  printed  for  private  and 
restricted  circulation  a  book  in  1 898  on  the 
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numbers  in  the  Transvaal,  and  another 
edition  of  that  book  was  printed  in  June, 
1899  ;  and  the  figures  which  they  gave 
were  these : — In  the  Transvaal,  liable  for 
service,  there  were  29,279 ;  atld  to  that 
800  for  artUIery  and  1,500  for  police  ; 
total  31,579.    In  the  Orange  Free  State, 
between  the  ageei  of  16  and  60,  there 
were  22,314.    They  deducted  a  little 
there,  because  16  is  a  very  young  age  for 
war,  and  put  20,000 ;  or  together,  in 
round  figures,  51,000.    Then  they  esti- 1 
mated  the  number  of  men  likely  to  join 
the  enemy  from  the  colonies  at  4,000, 
making  a  total  of  55,000,  and  they  esti- 
mated the  number  of  foreigners  likely  to 
come  into  the  country,  or  who,  being  in 
the  country,  were  likelv  to  join  them, 
at  4,000,  making  a  total  of  59,000  as 
the  maximum  force  with  which  it  was 
possible  for  these  two  Republics  to  take 
the  field.    We  were  informed  in  1898 
(hat  the  Transvaal  Bepublic  had  sixteen 
Creusot  1 6c.  guns.    That  fact  was  well  | 
known  to  us  and  to  our  officers  in  the 
field.    One  of  the  officers,  when  he  heard 
that  ■'  Long  Tom  "  had  appeared  on  the 
scene,  said,  '*  One  of  our  old  friends  has ' 
already   made    his   appearance."  We 
believed   that  they  had  in  June  last 
twenty-one  37-millimetre  automatic  guns, 
and  we  believed  they  had  nine  75-miUi- 
metre  guns — these  ail  rank  as  field  guns 
—and  four  howitzer  4-7in.  guns.  We 
believed  that  in  September  al»out  eleven 
more  75-miUim^tre  guns  were  introduced, 
that  the  Orange  Iree  State  had  two 
batteries,  or  twelve  75-milIimetre  gims, 
making  in  all  seventy-three  guns.  They 
had  about  eighteen  old  guns  of  various 
descriptions  in  1891,  and  since  then  they 
have  captured  nineteen  British  guns,  and 
their  artillery  stands  now  at  110  guns. 
It  may  be  that  since  June  last,  ana  pro- 
bably it  is  80,  a  certain  number  of  guns, 
perhaps  not  a  very  great  number,  have 
been  mtroduced  into  that  countiy.  As 
to  maps,  I  think  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment has  served  us  well.  Again,  I  would 
invite  the  House  to  consider  the  size  of 
thetaskwhich  they  hold  ought  to  have  been 
efficiently  grappled  with,  ft  ought  to  have 
been  done  when  it  could,  but  the  possible 
theatre  of  war  in  South  Africa  is  seven 
times  the  size  of  England  and  Wales.  It 
u  mountainous,  waterless  in  parts,  and 
»unv  tnuits  are  uninhabited,  and  the  cost 
^  labour  of  making  an  accurate  ordnance 
■urvey,  so  to  speak,  of  so  vast  a  tract  of 
^  earth's  surface  vender  it  not  a  feasible 


project.  We  should  have  needed  a  staff  of 
officers  tmvelling  with  large  camps  and 
supplies  of  necessaries  over  the  Transvaal, 
which  was  not  an  operation  that  would 
have  been  tolerated  by  them,  and  could 
not  have  been  undertaken  by  any  staff, 
however  numerous.  But  we  had  the 
Cape  Survey,  we  had  the  colonial  map  of 
Natal,  and  in  1896  two  officers  were 
sent  out  to  Natal  to  make  a  map  one 
inch  to  the  mile  of  the  northern 
I  triangle  of  Natal.  Our  information 
was  to  the  effect  that  the  garrison  of 
Natal,  augmented  to  the  degree  contem- 
plated and  the  degree  absolutely  adopted 
when  the  time  came,  would  be  able  to 
hold  an  invasion  back  at  some  point 
further  north  than  Ladysmith,  and  there- 
fore, unfortunately,  this  map  is  of  the 
country  north  of  Ladysmith  and  omits 
the  Httle  part  which  has  been  of  such 
absorbing  mterest  for  the  last  six  months 
between  Ladysmith  and  the  Tugela. 
;  Another  officer  was  sent  out  to  make 
sketches  and  maps  of  all  bridges  and  ap- 
proaches, and  these  were  printed  a  year 
and  a  half  ago ;  also  maps  of  possible 
I  lines  of  communication,  and  officers  were 
sent  out  to  make  maps  of  all  places  of 
military  interest.  These  maps  had  been 
liberally  distributed  to  the  troops  to  the 
number  o!  14,150  maps  and  170,005 
sheets.  There  is  one  other  matter  upon 
which  there  have  been  misconceptions 
which  I  should  like  to  remove.  It  is  the 
question  of  local  forces  in  South  Africa.  I 
must  ask  hon.  Membere  to  carry  two 
things  in  their  minds  which  I  think  are 
fair  provisos  on  which  I  may  stipulate. 
The  first  is  that  the  Ministers  of  Natal 
deprecated,  and  that  the  Ministera  of 
Cape  Colony  absolutely  declined  to 
authorise,  the  raising  of  any  Yolunteers 
before  the  outbreak  of  war.  In  the  ease 
of  self-governing  colonies  nothing  would 
have  been  more  imprudent,  disastrous,  or 
inconceivable  than  that  the  Grovernment 
of  this  country  should  have  exercised  any 
pressure  upon  them.  On  7th  September 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  recommended  that  the 
Imperial  Light  Horse  should  be  raised. 
Authority  for  raising  it  was  given  the  next 
day.  On  28th  September  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
advised  that  the  general  officer  commanding 
there — not  the  Ministers — should  be 
authorised  to  raise  Imperially  2,000  in- 
fantry for  local  defence,  and  in  his 
despatches  he  has  informed  us  that  it 
was  necessary  until  the  large  field  force 
I  came  out.    They  were  not  at  that  time 
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r^arded,  any  more  than  the  contingents 
from    other    colonieB,    as  necessary 
helps  to  our  arms.    Similarly,  a  request 
was  made  for  1,000  infantry  in  Natal, 
and  that  was  granted  ;  but  the  question 
of  mounted  men  did  not  arise  until 
October  17th,  when  Sir  George  White 
asked  that  he  might  raise  1,000  mounted 
men.    I  will  not  deny  that  some  delay 
ensued,  and  I  will  frankly  tell  the  House 
what  was  the  cause.    In  addition  to  the 
oonstitutional  difficulties  there  was  this 
difficulty — that    the    troops    we  had 
accepted  from  Canada,  Australia,  New 
Zealand,  and  the  other  colonies,  were 
being  paid  at  the  Imperial  rate  of  Is.  3d. 
a  day,  and  those  troops  which  were  sug- 
gested in  South  Africa  were  asking  for 
58.  a  day.    Now,  that  was  a  matter  in 
which  the  Colonial  Office  naturally  had  to 
be  consulted.    It  was  not  a  matter  which 
could  be  decided  off-hand.    The  Treasury 
had  to  be  consulted,  but  the  total  delay 
involved  was  one  week,  because  Sir 
George  White  telegraphed  on  October 
25th  that  he  had  hegun  to  raise  the 
1,000  men.    I  do  not  think  that  a  ques- 
tionof  that  kind,  raising  many  curious  pre- 
cedents, should  have  been  rushed  through. 
This  is  the  first  time  in  which  our 
colonies  have  come  forward  and  helped 
us,  and  even  if  we  had  waited  a  week  or  ! 
two  for  men,  who  are  now  sorely  needed,  i 
we  were  justified  in  not  doing  hastily,  j 
and  perhaps  in  a  bungling  fashion,  apiece  ' 
of  work  which  would  be  remembered  long 
after  these  dark  shadows  have  passed  I 
away  and  our  reverses  are  forgotten,  j 
SubsequeiU)Iy  to  that  Sir  Redvers  Buller  j 
informed  us  that  he  was  raising  as  many  ; 
mounted  men  as  he  could,  and  we  have  1 
more  than  once  telegraphed  to  South  j 
Africa  enquiring  whetherwe  could  assist  in  ! 
the  rapidity  of  raising  such  a  force  by  send-  j 
ing  out  more  saddlery  orother  necessaries 
that  may  be  wanted.    I  do  not  think,  ' 
therefore,   that  the    case  against  the  I 
Government  as  to  local  troops  is  a  veir  { 
atroug  one.    I  have  tried,  as  I  promised, 
to  give  a  full  and  true  account  (rf  the  ' 
steps   1 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Biirehs) :  I  do  not  think  that ' 
the  hon.  Gentleman  has  given  us  the  total ' 
number  of  the  local  SouUi  African  force.  \ 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  should  say  it  is  I 
increasing  every  day.  It  was  26,000  a  I 
fortnight  ago.  | 

Mi:  JF^ndham. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  I 
In  addition  to  the  180,0001 

Mr.  Windham  :  No  ;  180,000  waa 
the  total  figure.  An  hon.  Member  baa 
reminded  me  to  say  something  about  the 
sighting  of  the  Lee-Enfield  rifle.  Hon. 
Members  who  take  an  interest  in  such 
matters  know  that  the  bullet  of  every 
rifle  has  a  drift  to  the  right  or  left  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  rifling  of  the  barreU 
That  being  the  case,  no  rifle  is  even 
theoretically  accurate  except  at  one  range. 
You  have  to  correct  the  sighting  of  every 
rifle  to  do  away  with  this  drift  along 
a  curve.  The  Lee-Enfield  rifle  is 
theoretically  correct  at  500  yards ;  but 
it  has  been  discovered  that  the  correction 
made  in  order  to  do  away  with  the  effect 
of  the  drift  was  overdone,  that  the  sight 
was  shifted  a  verv  little  way — three- 
hundredths  of  an  inch — too  much  in  order 
to  correct  this  error  in  theoretical 
accuracy  at  500  yards.  The  result 
is  that  the  nfle  does  throw 
a  litde  to  the  right,  and  at  any 
shorter  range  than  SOO  yards  that  diver- 
gence is  increased.  But  a  theoretical 
error  of  that  kind  is  absolutely  swallowed 
up,  if  I  may  say  so,  in  the  idiosyncracy 
of  every  rifle,  of  every  man,  and  the 
atmosphere  of  any  day.  So  true  is  that 
that  nobody  discovered  this  error  until 
the  other  day,  though  many  of  the  best 
taints  were  made  with  that  rifle  so 
sighted  at  Bisley.  The  fact  being  known, 
two  courses  were  open  to  us — to  say 
nothing  about  it,  or  openly  to  aim  at 
theoretical  accuracy.  As  the  operation  of 
shifting  the  sight  could  be  peitonned  by 
any  armourer  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours, 
we  have  recalled  the  Lee-Enfield  rifle 
from  the  Yeomanry,  refitted  it,  and  given 
it  back  ;  and  we  have  sent  out  the  neces- 
sary back  sights  to  make  the  correction 
in  South  Africa.  I  have  endeavoured  to 
give  a  full  and  fair  account  of  the  steps 
we  have  taken.  I  have  done  that  not  so 
much  in  order  to  exonerate  the  War  Office 
as  to  place,  as  &r  as  I  could,  this 
House  m  a  better  position  to  judge  the 
further  steps  whicb  we  must  make. 
Nothing  stands  between  us  and  those 
further  steps  but  this  Amendment.  Tho 
sooner  it  is  disposed  of  the  sooner  we 
shall  get  to  practical  proposals.  At  the 
opening  of  my  speech  I  spoke  somewhat 
bitterly  of  this  Amendment  :  and  I  now 
confess  that  it  had  been  in  my  mind  to 
conclude  perhaps  in  a  bitter  spirit.  Sir, 
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I  do  regret  this  Amendment.    I  regret  it  j 
for   the    delay  which  it  has  brought  ] 
into   our    proceedings.     I    regret  it, 
although  we  may  understand  it  here.  I 
do  not  wish  to  press  the  matter  too 
hotly ;  an  amendment  must  be  cleverly 
drawu  to  bring  into  one  lobby  a  number 
of  hon.  Memhei's  who  hold  views  dia- ' 
metrically  opposed  to  each  other  on  a 
question  of  lifc-and-death  importance  to  j 
many.    We  who  ure  initiated  in  these  i 
manceuvres,  which   though,  perhaps,  in  : 
ordinary   times  pardonable,  are  at  this ' 
moment   inopportune,  may   understand , 
them.     But  no  one  else  M'iU.     The  | 
buqpayer  who  is  prepared  to  foot  this  j 
Bill,  whatevOT  it  may  be,  and  who  is 
perhaps  even  now  thinking  of  taking  i 
his  children  back  from  school  and  of . 
foregoing  his  autumn  holiday,  he  will  j 
not  understand  it.    Our  critics  abroad,  . 
who  are  not  too  indulgent,  they  will  not ' 
understand  it.    Our  fellow -subjects  in  | 
Xatal,  who  have  perhaps  seen  their  sons 
die  on  the  battlefield,  and  their  home-  i 
steads  destroyed,  they  will  not  under- 
stand this  Amendment  and  this  debate. 
Our  kinsmen   in    America,   who  are 
wauhing  the  vicissitudes  of  this  war,  I 
they  wiU  not  understand  it.    The  Legis- 
latiu^  of  every  single  colony  in  oui- 
Empire,  which  have  shown  such  a  whole- 
hearted and  single-minded  concentration  | 
upon  the  Imperial  aspects,  and  upon  i 
none  other,  of  our  present  difficulties 
will    not    understand     it.       Let  us, 
let  this  honoured  and  ancient  assembly, 
of  which   they  arc  all  offshoots  and  | 
children,  bear  that  in  mind.    It  is  usual, 
Sir,  to  conclude  such  a  speech  in  defence,  ' 
or,  as  I  woidd  prefer  to  say,  in  explana- 
tiou  of  the  conduct  of  the  Government ' 
with  an  appeal  to  the  House  to  reject  the  ' 
vote  of  censure  which  is  proposed ;  hut  i 
I  am  sure  that  in  this  case  such  an  appeal  I 
is  unnecessary.    I  shall  have  to  make  an  | 
appeal  upon  questions  of  practical  impor- 
tance and  living  moment.    I  shall  have 
to  ask  this  House  for  large  financial 
facilities  in  order  that  this  war  may  be 
prosecuted  to  the  only  conclusion  which 
the  country  would  tolerate.     I  shall 
have  to  ask  the  House  for  still  further 
financial  facilities  in  order  that  our 
system  of  military  defence  may  be  pUced 
upon  a  sound  and  lasting  bans.    I  do 
not  ask  the  House  to  reject  this  vote  of 
censure.    No,  Sir ;  this  House,  which  is 
the  fountain  of  our  Imperial  resources, 
and  which  is  the  ultimate  guardian  of  the 


nation's  honour,  will  not  commit  itself  to 
an  action  which,  if  perpetrated,  would 
make  the  mother  of  Parliaments  a  laugh- 
ing-stock to  the  world. 

♦Mr.  AKNOLD-FORSTElt  (Belfast, 
West):  Everyone  must  have  been  fas- 
cinated as  much  by  the  manner  as  by  the 
nmtter  of  the  speech  of  my  hon.  friend, 
the  Under  Seci-etary  for  War  ;  but  I  wish 
that  he  had  been  more  consistently 
encouraging,  and  had  omitted  that  one 
note  of  pessimism  with  which  his  speech 
commenced,  and  which  I  must  say  I 
regret.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
has,  I  think,  also,  perhaps,  taken  too  un- 
encouraging  a  tone  in  addressing  us  at 
this  dark  time.  I  cannot  myself  accept 
the  view  that  there  is  any  essential  reason 
why  these  troubles  should  have  overtaken 
us.  I  cannot  accept  the  view  that  there 
is  anything  in  our  Constitution,  or  in  the 
nature  of  our  people,  which  makes  it 
inevitable  that  we  should  have  to  submit 
to  these  humiliations,  now  or  at  any 
other  time.  I  do  not  admit  the  relevancy 
of  those  references  to  the  Sikh  War  and 
the  events  of  miany  yews  ago.  The  times 
have  changed,  and  we  are  now  face  to 
face  with  a  state  of  scientific  preparation 
such  as  the  world  has  never  seen^  and 
unless  we  adapt  our  methods  to  the 
changed  circumstances,  we  shall  have  to 
pay  a  penalty  of  hiuniliation  and  disaster 
which  is  terrible  to  contemplate.  I  wish 
the  First  Lord  could  have  taken  a  more 
cheeriul  tone  in  the  addresses  hff  has 
given  to  the  country,  and  abandoned  the 
suggestion  that  we  should  accept  as  neces- 
sary and  inevitable  the  circumstances 
which  we  deplore.  I  entirely  agree  with 
my  hon.  friend  the  Under  becretary  for 
AV  ar,  that  up  to  the  present  period  of  the 
debate  we  might  just  as  well  have  dis- 
cussed the  reason  why  Julius  Ciesar 
invaded  Britain,  as  this  vote  of  censure. 
I  do  not  believe  the  country  cares  one  single 
jot  for  the  matters  discussed  yesterday 
aud  to-day.  The  country  does  not  care 
about  how  these  difficulties  have  come 
upon  us,  but  how  they  are  to  be  dealt 
with.  We  are  in  a  dangerous  and  diffi- 
cult position,  which  any  may  become 
a  very  serious  position.  What  we  want 
to  know  i^  how  we  are  going  to  emeive 
with  honour  and  success  from  it  I  do 
not  agree  that  it  was  noxesaxy  or 
de^rame  to  discuss  the  question  which  my 
right  hon.  friend,  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean,  illuminated  with  his  usual 
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perapicuity.  I  do  not  see  that  anything 
ia  to  be  gained  for  the  public  welfare  by 
discussing  War  OflBce  responsibility,  or 
by  asking  us  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  questions  of  that  kind  at  the  present 
moment.  I  prefer  to  devote  myself  to 
another  phase  of  this  subject.  We  are 
face  to  laco  with  realities;  what  the 
country  is  troubling  itself  about  is  what 
we  are  going  to  do  now.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  told  us  some  time  ajgo 
that  he  had  come  to  the  general  conclu- 
sion that  no  one  was  actually  responsible 
for  the  present  state  of  affairs. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  did  not  say 
that 

*Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  :  1  am  sorry 
if  I  have  misrepresented  the  right  hon. 
GentlemaQ,  but  it  was  said  by  some 

r arson,  a  member  of  the  Grovemment,  and 
thought  it  was  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man. I  myself  feel  veiy  stron^y  tbat 
it  is  absolutely  true — and  the  greater  the 
truth  the  greater  the  libel — tbat  at  the 
present  moment  no  one  is  really  respon- 
sible for  what  has  happened.  The  com- 
plaint is  that  we  have  so  organised  our 
system  that  we  are  now  face  to  face  with 
a  condition  of  things  for  which  no  one  is 
really  responsible.  There  is  an  academic 
phrase  that  every  Member  is  responsible 
for  what  is  done  by  the  Cabinet  as  a 
whole.  But  we  oimnot  now  lay  our  finger 
upon  the  person  or  persons  to  whom 
we  (Aight  to  go  for  an  explanation.  Who- 
ever is  responsible,  we  have  now  to 
contemplate  the  fact  that  the  system  has 
worked  itself  in  such  a  way  that  at 
this  moment  we  are  without  any 
organised  army  at  all  within  the 
limits  of  the  United  Kingdom.  I 
do  not  know  whether  the  House 
realises  to  what  extent  that  is  true.  I 
think  there  is  no  harm,  and  there  may  be 
some  public  advantage,  in  repeating  what 
the  exact  fwts  are.  The  Under  Secretary 
for  War  said  that  at  the  present  moment 
the  barracks  of  the  country  were  full  to 
overflowing.  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to 
show  that  that  is  a  misleading  statement. 
It  is,  of  course,  true  in  fact,  or  it  would 
not  have  been  made ;  but  it  is  misleading, 
and  the  impression  the  hon.  Gentleman 
made  was  misleading.  It  is  not  fair  to 
state  to  the  country  that  we  are  so  well 
provided  with  troops,  that  the  barracks 
are  at  this  moment  ti/H  to  overflowing. 
As  soon  as  the  troops  under  orders  to  go 
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have  departed  we  shall  have  only  left  six 
battalions  of  Infantry  of  the  Line  and 
three  battalions  of  Guards,  all  under 
strength,  and  as  far  as  the  Line  battalions 
are  concerned,  largely  composed  of  men 
who  are  not  fit  to  take  part  in  active 
operations.  We  shall  have  nine  cavalry 
regiments,  some  without  horses,  and  all 
under  strength.  Beyond  these  we  shall 
have  nothing  at  all,  nothing.  I  shall  be 
,told,  of  course,  that  we  have  the  Volun- 
teers and  the  Militia,  and  that  already  the 
Militia  have  been  embodied,  and  that  we 
can  make  use  of  the  embodied  Militia 
infantry  and  artillery.  But  that  is  a 
delusion,  and  I  challenge  the  opinion  of 
anyone  acquainted  with  modern  armies 
to  contend  for  a  moment  that  this 
mob  of  untrained  or  semi-trained  men 
bears  any  resemblance  whatever  to  an 
army.  These  troops  are  without  train- 
ing, without  guns,  without  cavalry,  with- 
out equipment,  and  without  proper 
reserves  of  ammunition  and  stores. 
We  are  told  that  the  Militia  may  be 
regarded  as  an  effective  contribution  to 
the  defensive  force,  but  I  would  remind 
the  House  that  these  Militia  battalions 
are  being  treated  in  a  way  most  detri- 
mental to  their  efficiency.  A  very  con- 
siderable number,  probably  the  most 
efficient,  have  already  been  sent  out  of 
the  country,  and  with  regard  to  the  others 
let  me  give  an  example  of  what  is  happen- 
ing. One  Militia  battahon  now  doing  duty 
in  the  United  Kingdom  arrived  at  its 
destination  540  strong,  but  immediately  on 
their  arrival  at  the  garrison  120  of  the 
best  men  were  drafted  away  to  do  duty 
as  Militia  Reserve  with  the  Line  battalion. 
Now  that  Militia  battalion  has  added  to  it 
two  companies  of  the  Line  regiment  who 
were  unfit  for  active  service,  and  so  gi-eat  is 
the  lack  of  officers  that  not  a  single  officer 
of  the  Line  battalion  could  be  spared  to 
•take  charge  of  these  two  companies,  and 
they  are  left  to  the  temporary  super- 
intendea(»  of  an  officer  who  happens  to 
be  home  on  leave  ^m  India,  and  U* 
the  officers  of  the  uncmbodied  Militia 
battalions.  I  intend  to  avoid  the 
glittering  lure  which  has  been  trailed 
before  mo  by  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War.  I  am  not  likely  to  abandon 
opinions  formed  after  long  study,  but  I 
shall  certainly  not  give  way  to  an^ 
criticism  not  absolutely  necessary  ra 
illustration  of  what  I  want  to  bring  before 
the  House.  My  hon.  friend  says  that  wc 
cannot  have  an  army  in  South  Africa  and 
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an  army  in  the  United  Kingdom  at  the  :  one  of  these  young  soldiers  has  been 
same  time.  That  sounds  like  a  platitude  !  within  7,000  miles  of  South  Africa.  It 
or  a  truism ;  but  I  say  that  until  we  can  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the 
have  an  army  both  in  South  Africa  and  '  system  that  they  should  have  gone.  It 
in  the  United  Kingdom  we  can  have  no  j  was  because  30,000  young  soldiers  had 
absolute  guarantee  for  the  safety  of  this  ,  been  left  behind  that  we  have  had  to 
country,  except  in  the  supremacy  of  our  •  call  out  the  First  Class  Eeserre^  to  embody 
Navy.  I  believe  that  when  the  people  of  \  the  Militia,  and  to  cidl  out  the  Militia 
this  country  realise,  as  they  must  in  the  Reserve,  and  to  resort  to  what  I  have 
days  immediatelyto  come  realise, that  they  before  now  called  the  illicit  process  of 
have  given  up  the  whole  of  their  defence,  taking  from  the  Volunteers,  who  ought  to 
and  jeopardised  it  across  the  sea,  they  will ,  be  retained  for  home  defence,  to  fill  up 
ask  for  very  effective  action  to  put  them-  the  gaps  in  the  mounted  infantry  at  the 
selves  in  a  position  of  defence.  I  have  front.  We  have  got  the  whole  organised 
been  contending  for  years  past  that  the  i  army  out  of  the  country,  and  now  the 
system  we  have  adopted  has  this  fatal  War  Office  is  face  to  face  with  the  pro- 
foult :  that  the  very  moment  it  comes  into  '  blem  of  how  to  make  an  army  to  take 
operation,  and  is  called  upon  to  do  the  its  place.  My  hon.  friend  the  Under 
thing  for  which  it  was  created,  it  must  Secretary  for  War  did  not  say  any- 
instantly  and  necessarily  fail.  I  have  •  thing  about  the  question  of  the  absence 
said,  and  I  have  never  wearied  of  saying,  '  of  field  guns.  He  spoke,  although  I  did 
(hat  the  first  result  of  mobilisation  would  not  quite  follow  him,  as  to  the  number  of 
be  that  our  whole  available  resources  guns  that  have  gone  to  South  Africa ;  but 
would  be  taken  up  in  the  first  line,  i  he  did  not  dwell  on  the  fact  that  by  des- 
Well,  the  whole  of  our  first  line  is  in  the  j  patching  these  guns  we  had  absolutely 
field,  and  we  have  nothing  behind  it.  We  denuded  this  country  of  guns.  We  are 
had  a  few  months  ago,  Ijefore  the  war  now  face  to  face  with  a  situation  which 
b^n^  183,000  of  the  Regular  Army  in  '  has  been  foreseen  with  absolute  cer- 
this  country,  106,000  on  the  active  list,  tainty  any  time  during  the  last  ten 
and  77,000  in  the  First  Class  Army  yeara.  I  want  the  House  to  realise  that 
Reserve.  We  have  sent  out  between  \  this  is  merely  emergency  action  which  is 
70,000  and  80,000  to  South  Africa,  and  being  taken  now.  I  do  not  know 
in  order  to  produce  that  contingent  we  |  wfaeuier  the  House  realises  that  we  have 
have  all  but  swallowed  up  the  First ,  at  the  present  moment  in  this  country 
Chiss  Reserve  ;  we  have  ■drawn  on  the  ;  56,000  artillery,  all  more  or  less  accus- 
Militia  Reserve,  and  now  we  are  without  tomed  to  handling  projectiles,  who  know 
a  single  available  organised  imit  in  the  ;  what  the  sound  of  guns  is  like,  and  who 
United  Kingdom.  To  show  how  difficult  are  receiving  capitation  grant  or  pay 
it  is  to  make  people  understand  the  true  |  as  artillerymen.  But  from  that  enormous 
meaning  of  our  position — and  that  is  not  \  force  we  have  not  been  able  to  constitute 
made  more  easy  by  the  speeches  made  .  one  single  effective  field  battery, 
even  by  the  beat-intentioned  members  of  ,  The  Government  shoidd  immediately 
our  Government — I  noticed  the  other  ;  commence  to  organise  the  Volunteer  and 
day  that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  |  Militia  artillery  as  effective  field  artillery, 
who  I  believe  to  be  one  of  the  best  adminis-  It  does  not  require  any  text  book  to 
tiators  of  our  Nav^,  the  most  fighting  I  prove'  that  a  mob  of  men  unprovided 
member  of  the  Cabinet,  and  of  wbom  I  Mrith  artillery  are  negligeable  'participants 
speak  with  profound  respect,  has  so  far  '  in  modem  war.  We  are  told  that  we  are  to 
misunderstood  our  position  in  this  matter  i  have  an  announcement  beforelong  as  to  the 
that  he  gave  an  explanation  of  our  intentions  of  the  Government  in  regard 
system  greatly  calculated  to  mislead,  to  reorganisation  at  home.  I  only  hope 
He  asked  a  question  how  far  those  ,  that  the  reorganisation  \vill  be  very 
who  criticised  the  Army  system  thorough  indeed.  I  would  make  this 
were  justified ;  that  is,  those  who  i  observation  in  regard  to  it,  that  the 
criticised  the  young  soldiers,  and  he  ex-  country  ought  not  to  be  too  ready  to 
claimed :  "  Where  are  these  young  accept  the  proposals  which  are  made 
soldiers  now  1  See  how  magnificently  without  some  scrutiny,  because  these 
they  are  fighting  the  battles  of  this  proposed  changes  will  be  merely  a  per- 
wantry  on 'the  hills  of  Natal."  Well,  formance,  under  stress,  and  in  the  faee 
the  only  thing  to  be  said  is,  that  not  of  a  great  national  danger,  of  a  duty 
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which,  in  the  opinion  of  many  persons, 
ought  to  have  been  performed  long  ago, 
but  which  we  were  told  was  unnecessary 
and  superfluous.  We  were  told  that 
these  preparations  wore  superfluous,  and 
never  would  be  required,  and  when  we 
review  the  situation  now,  we  hare  a  right 
to  scrutinise  with  some  care  the  proposals 
made,  and  see  that  they  are  not  only 
sufficient,  .but  that  they  correspond  to 
some  real  vital  principle  of  the  nation's 
needs,  something  necessary  not  only  for 
the  present  but  for  the  time  to  come. 
Now,  I  hope  my  hon.  friend  will  admit 
that  I  have  not  spoken  an  unfair  word 
on  the  subjects  which  are  very  near  to  my 
heart,  in  regard  to  the  Department  over 
which  he  presides.  I  trust  he  will  also 
accept  my  statement  when  I  say  I  do  not 
abate  one  jot  of  my  views  as  to  the  methods 
by  which  that  Department  has  thought 
fit  to  conduct  the  operations  of  this  war, 
and  has  thought  fit  to  organise  the  re- 
sources of  this  country  for  this  or  any 
other  war.  I  know  he  will  not  think 
the  worse  of  me  if  I  reserve  to  myself 
the  privilege  at  a  later  date  of  trying  to 
establish,  as  I  believe  I  can — having 
fitudied  stage  by  stage  the  facts 
of  this  war — that  the  shortcomings  of 
the  War  Office  in  the  direction  of  this 
war  have  been  gi-ave,  and  are  apparent. 
I  should  not  like  to  sit  down  in 
this  debate,  or  in  any  debate  at  such 
a  time,  without  adding  my  word  of  pro- 
test in  regard  to  the  fwit  that  we  are  dis- 
cussing this  Amendment  at  all.  I  am 
utterly  unable  to  understand  by  any  train 
of  argument  which  commends  itself  to  my 
mind  as  an  intelligent  Englishman,  how 
hon.  Members  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House  can  reconcile  it  with  their  idea  of 
duty  to  take  the  course  which  has  been 
adopted.  I  entirely  concur  with  the  hon. 
Member  when  he  said  that  .  though  we 
who  know  the  tricks  of  the  House 
of  Commons  may  find  temporary  amuse- 
ment and  some  solaee  in  the  idea  that 
this  Amendment  is  in  conformity  with 
precedent,  and  with  very  evil  precedent ; 
the  choosing  of  this  opportunity  to  force  a 
N'ote  will  be  universally  misunderstood 
outside  the  limits  of  this  House.  I  can  see 
no  contra  to  the  evil  which  must  attend 
the  prosecution  of  this  Amendment  to  its 
legitimate  conclusion.  I  can  see  nothing 
but  dis^ipointment  of  the  hopes  of  our 
people  outside  our  own  islands  and  the 
just  expectations  of  our  people  at  home. 
The  people  of  this  country  are  making 
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tremendous  sacrifices,  and,  what  is  per- 
haps greater  than  all  others,  showing  a 
forbearance,  a  reserve,  and  a  resolution  in 
the  face  of  difficulties  which  is  hard  to- 
display,  but  which  is  beyond  all  praise 
when  it  is  displayed.  The  chief  feature- 
(tf  the  attack  made  within  the  last  two 
days  has  been  the  repetition  of  the  con- 
temptible personalities  which,  masquerad- 
ing under  the  guise  of  a  matter  of  principle^ 
end  in  accusations  against  one  member  of 
the  Government,  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
I  may,  in  my  time,  have  had  the  rough  side 
of  the  Colonial  Secretary's  tongue,  and  I 
certainly  have  no  right  to  champion  him 
)mt  I  do  feel  this — it  is  a  matter  of  common 
knowledge — that  if  you  go  all  over  the 
British  world  you  will  find  but  one  view, 
that  there  is  a  man  in  that  great  office  who- 
has  at  last  succeeded  in  winning  the  con- 
fidence and  securing  the  esteem  oi  our 
only  friends,  the  people  of  our  great 
Comnies.  And  yet  that  is  the  one  man 
who  has  been  picked'  out  as  the  object 
of  these  perpetual  scunilities  and  exhibi- 
tions of  petty  personal  spite.  It  is  a 
matter  of  report  that  during  this 
debate  a  right  hon.  Member  of  the 
Party  opposite  proposes  to  make  an  attack 
in  form  upon  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
I  do  not  know  whether  that  report 
is  true  or  not,  but  I  want  to  ask  the 
House,  and  through  the  House  the 
country,  to  look  at  the  picture  presented. 
On  the  one  hand,  we  have  throughout 
the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land  wives 
giving  their  husbands,  mothers  giving 
their  children,  brothers  giving  their 
brothers,  and  fathers  giving  their  sons,, 
men  and  womeii  giving  up  everything 
they  care  alwut,  exervthing  they  love, 
everji-hing  they  cherish  most,  for  the 
service  of  their  country.  They  are  per- 
fectly prepared  that  these  relatives  of 
theirs  should  die,  if  need  be,  rather  than 
wo  should  fail ;  and  this  feeling,  admir- 
able as  it  is,  is  explained  not  merely  I>y 
the  fact  that  we  have  met  with  checks  and 
reverses  in  South  Africa — that  is  a  thing 
of  the  time  only — but  because  our  people 
have  the  sense  to  see  that  behind  these 
temporary  difficulties  there  are  the 
great  Powers  of  Europe,  our  jealous- 
enemies,  ready  to  take  adv  antage 
of  any  failure,  of  any  slip,  indeed 
of  anything  which  may  precipitate 
that  fall  which  they  desire  to  see,  and 
which  they  are  so  anxious  and  willing  to- 
hasten.  It  is  at  the  time  when  we  an 
laying  on  the  altar  everything  that  ia 
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moat  precious  to  us,  that  this  high 
priest  shuffles  out  of  his  retreat  swinging 
his  miserable  dead  cat,  and  depositing  on 
the  national  altar  the  offering  of  his  uttle 
bit  of  carrion.  I  am  speaking  of  the 
Member  for  West  Monmouth,  who  we  are 
told  is  about  to  seize  this  situation  to  renew 
the  series  ofmiserable  attacks  upon  a  parti- 
cular member  of  the  Government.  Well, 
if  I  am  addressing  a  few,  I  speak  for 
many  when  I  express  the  weariness 
and  disgust  felt  by  millions  of  people 
iu  this  country  for  these  reiterated 
attacks  and  trivialities  which  nobody 
cares  abcut.  I  hope  the  House  will 
be  addressed,  before  the  debate  ends, 
by  the  First  Lord  himself,  and  by  those 
who  are  responsible  for  administering 
the  great  power  of  this  country,  and 
addressed  in  words  which  will  l>low  away 
that  feeling  of  discontent  which  un- 
doubtedly exists,  and  that  feeling  of 
despondency  which,  perhaps,  to  some 
extent  he  and  other  members  of  his 
Government  have  had  some  small  part  in 
creating,  and  will  substitute  for  it  a 
feeling  of  vigorous  hopefulness  which  they 
will  be  only  too  ready  to  assume  when 
the  time  comes. 

Mr.  PHILIPPS  (Pembroke) :  In  one 
respect  the  House  has  been  treated  by 
the  hon.  Member  who  has  just  sat  down 
tii  a  defence  of  an  alleged  envenomed 
attack  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  which  has  not  yet 
been  deli\  ered.  The  hon.  Member  said 
you  are  going  to  hear,  either  to-night  or 
co-morrow,  a  most  envenomed  attack  made 
from  the  other  side  of  the  House.  No 
o!ie  knew  what  he  was  alluding  to,  and 
it  was  only  just  previous  to  his  sitting 
down  that  he  alluded  to  the  attack  on  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  West  Birmingham 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouth.  It  must  indeed 
be  a  dreadful  attack  if  he  has  to  defend 
it  in  advance,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  est  Monmouth 
can  take  care  of  himself  and  does  not  want 
to  be  defended  by  me  or  anybody  else. 
It  seems  to  mc  the  most  interest- 
ing part  of  the  Amendment  is  that 
relating  to  the  war  rather  than 
that  which  preceded  it.  With  regard 
to  that  part  of  the  Amendment  the 
I,eader  of  the  House  has  said  that 
the  unanimity  of  the  people  is  worth 
more  to  this  country  than  an  army  corps. 
That  is  truc^  but  there  are  many  in  the 


country  who  think,  I  hope  wrongly,  that 
something  is  being  concealed  by  the 
Colonial  Office.  It  was  alluded  to  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries  the 
other  night,  and  if  the  Government  can,  by 
putting  the  telegrams  on  the  Table  of  the 
House,  reassure  the  people  that  we  have 
nothijig  to  conceal,  they  will  do  more  to 
make  the  country  unanimous  than  in  any 
other  way,  and  so  end  this  topic  once  and 
for  all.  It  rests  with  the  Government  to- 
ond  this  disciusion,  and  not  this  side  of 
the  HoTise.  With  re^^ud  to  the  war,  I 
do  not  want  to  criticise  the  generals. 
Only  one  bitter  personal  attack  has  l>een 
made  on  one  of  our  generals,  and  that  was 
a  most  scandalous  one.  We  all  know  the 
difScultj'  of  getting  supplies  to  the  front, 
and  that  the  men  who  are  fighting  have 
only  the  Ijare  necessaries  of  life.  We 
know  that  the  transport  must  be  under  a 
great  strain,  and  yet  there  are  many 
people  of  social  and  political  influence 
who  seem  to  have  gone  out  to  South 
Africa  to  1>e  mere  spectators  of  the 
war.  I  hope  the  Government  once 
and  for  all  will  say  they  do  not  want 
any  pei-sons  sent  to  the  front  save  their 
own  soldiers  and  press  correspondents. 
There  are  many  who  have  gone  to  the 
front  to  look  at  the  war  as  a  mere 
spectacle.  Something  of  the  same  kind 
occurre<l  at  the  beginning  of  the  fight  at 
Ladysmith,  and  I  nope  the  Government 
will  put  a  stop  to  it.  Now  the  Grovern- 
mentsay  this  Amendment  is  unreasonable,, 
as  it  embodies  twoconflicting  propositions, 
but  in  my  opinion  that  is  not  so. 
We  are  not  bound  to  go  into  the 
question  of  the  justification  of  the 
war ;  what  we  press  on  the  Govern- 
ment is,  it  was  their  duty  to  preserve 
peace  or  prepare  for  war.  We  think  the 
Government  have  not  made  sufficient 
preparation,  and  it  is  because  that  is  my 
opinion  that  I  shall  support  this  Amend- 
ment. It  has  been  a  matter  of  frequent 
comment  that  our  preparations  for  the 
dispatch  of  troops  to  south  Africa  were 
not  commenced  as  soon  as  they  might 
hare  been.  When  the  war  broke  out 
the  Government  assured  us  that  no  useful 
purpose  would  be  served  by  dispatching 
troops  earlier,  because  had  we  done  so  the 
Boers  would  have  moved  earlier.  But  it 
is  now  admitted  that  the  Boers  could  not 
move  before  the  grass  had  grown,  and  had 
we  despatched  troops  earuer  we  should 
have  had  a  great  military  advantage. 
Then  it  was  said  that  the  Government  did 
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Tiot  want  to  go  to  war  until  there  was 
unanimity  of  opinion.  That  is  all  very 
well,  but  the  people  of  this  country  look 
for  a  le<id,  and  they  do  not  want  a  Govern- 
ment to  look  for  the  opinion  of  "  the  man 
in  the  street."  It  is  then  said  that  the 
Oovemment  did  not  like  to  use  warlike 
threats  during  peace  negotiations.  That 
is  a  good  reason  for  not  sending  an  army 
out  sooner,  but  then  the  Government 
might  have  made  preparations  of  a 
different  kind.  They  might  have  got  ships 
ready ;  our  first  contingents  were  sent  out 
in  slow  ships  because  we  had  not  got  the 
fast  ones,  which  we  might  have  had,  and 
when  the  Government  did  secure  the  ships 
they  were  not  fitted  for  the  carriage  of 
horses.  All  these  matters  qaight  have 
been  arranged  before  without  anybody 
being  the  wiser.  But  I  am  a&aid  that  in 
all  these  matters  the  Government  is  in- 
fluenced by  the  Treasury,  and  is  afraid  to 
spend  public  money;  it  is  acase  of  economy 
which  has  proved  to  be  false  economy 
indeed.  Thereis  alsoafeelingin  the  country 
that  our  generals  have  been  interfered 
with  l>y  political  advice.  In  a  recent  speech 
we  were  told  that  was  not  so,  that  the 
generals  were  given  a  free  hand  to  do  as 
they  liked.  We  know,  however,  from  the 
despatch  of  Sir  George  White  that  that 
was  not  so.  He  was  not,'  it  is  true,  inter- 
fered with  b^  the  Government  at  home, 
but  he  was  mterfcred  with  by  Sir  Walter 
Hely  Hutchinson,  the  Civil  Governor  of 
Natal,  who  is  a  servant  of  the  Colonial 
Office.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
told  us  that  the  plan  of  campaign  was  to 
mass  a  large  body  of  troops  in  Cape 
Colony  and  invade  the  Orange  Free 
State  ;  but  a  great  mass  of  those  troops 
were  withdrawn  from  Cape  Colony  to 
Natal  through  the  advice  of  the  Civil 
Governor  of  Natal  I  therefore  ask 
whether  there  has  not  indeed  been  inter- 
ference with  the  generals  at  the  seat  of 
war.  Part  of  the  army  was  drafted  off  to 
Natal  for  the  relief  of  Ladysmith,  and  a 
■considerable  number  were  sent  to  the 
relief  of  Kimberiey.  Was  that  done  by 
direct  interference  of  the  Colonial  Office? 
We  know  the  position  of  Kimberiey.  Mr. 
Cecil  Rhodes  is  there.  I  am  not  going 
to  say  a  word  against  him,  because  be  is 
-a  man  who  has  redeemed  his  faults  by 
his  bravery,  not  only  in  the  Matabele 
War  but  at  Kimberiey.  No  doubt  the 
relief  of  Kimberiey  is  desirable,  but  it  is 
not  the  ultimate  um  of  our  operations. 
We  know  Mr.  Rhodes  has  great  influence 
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at  the  Colonial  Office,  and  we  know  from 
that  unfortunate  correspondence  that  there 
is  something  which  Mr.  Rhodes  knew 
which  the  Colonial  Office  did  not  desire 
to  be  disclosed.  Has  pressure  been  put 
by  Mr.  Rhodes  on  Sir  Alfred  Milner  1  I 
should  like  to  know  what  passed  between 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  the  Colonial  Office  before 
Kimberiey  was  invested.  We  have  been 
told  that  our  system  is  a  failure,  and  we 
have  been  told  that  at  some  ti  me,  when  the 
war  is  over,  the  Government  is  to  review 
and  revise  our  system,  and  give  us  a 
perfect  one.  That  does  not  seem  to  be 
practical.  This  Government  has  been  in 
office  nearly  five  years,  and  the  Conserva- 
tive party  nearly  eleven  years,  and  what- 
ever the  system  is  this  Government  is 
responsible  for  it.  The  Under  Secretary 
for  War  made  a  brilliant  and  eloquent 
defence,  and  a  very  good  defence  of  his 
system,  as  good  a  defence  as  cotild  have 
been  made,  but  it  did  not  cover  the  whole 
of  the  points.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Memberfor  the  Forest  of  Dean  called  atten- 
tion to  the  fact  that  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  had  said  a  short  time  ago  that  the 
Government  had  sent  to  South  Africa 
artillery  for  three  army  corps.  It  is  now 
admitted  that,  even  with  the  batteries  sent 
out  since,  they  are  nothing  like  what  they 
ought  to  be.  They  are  newly-formed 
batteries,  with  untrained  horses.  Every- 
body knows  it  is  hard  enough  to  train  a 
horse  for  harness  work,  but  much  more  so 
to  train  him  for  the  battlefield.  Horses 
which  are  untrained  can  in  no  way  be  so 
useful  as  an  old-established  battery  ought 
to  be.  It  is  the  Tory  party  which  is 
responsible  for  the  reduction  in  the 
number  of  artillery  batteries,  aud 
that  party  must  bear  the  responsibility. 
I  think  everybody  admits  tuiat  if  ever 
there  was  a  time  when  it  was  necessai^ 
for  the  Volunteers  to  practise  shooting  it 
is  at  present,  and  this  is  the  very  time  at 
which  their  reserve  of  ammunition  is 
withdrawn.  In  the  training  of  the 
Yeomanry  it  is  admitted  that  it  has  been 
difficult  to  get  even  a  sufficient  supply  of 
ammunition  to  enable  them  to  practise 
shooting.  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  has  made  a  most  optimistic 
defence  of  the  position  of  the  Goveniment, 
and  anybody  listening  to  him  would 
almost  believe  that  all  our  operations  had 
been  crowned  with  brilliant  success,  aiid 
that  if  they  bad  not  been  sucoeasful  it  was 
owing  in  no  way  to  the  fault  of  the 
Government.     But  the  hon.  Member's 
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noble  Leader  is  not  such  an  optimist, 
l^rd  Salisbury  did  not  take  that  view, 
for  he  said  our  misfortunes  were  due  to 
three  causes.  One  of  them  was  the 
British  Constitution,  which  we  have 
always  with  us.  In  my  opinion  it  would 
be  just  as  practical  to  blame  the  weather. 
Another  cause  was  promotion  by  seniority. 
That  may  l>e  a  bad  thing,  but  why  did 
the  Government  not  alter  it  years  ago  1 
Lastly,  the  noble  Marquess  attached  the 
Vilame  to  the  absence  of  secret  service 
money,  and  said  we  did  not  have  the 
advantage  of  secret  service  money  which 
the  Iea<ling  Powers  of  Europe  possessed, 
and  which  was  eveu  possessed  by  the 
Boers.  He  also  said  that  he  did  not  wish 
in  any  way  to  blame  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchetiuer,  and  he  used  these  words — 

**  The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  has  acted 
with  neal)  jiul^ent  and  consideration,  but  I 
i«y  this — that  oiir  Treanury  has  gradually 
acquired  the  power  of  governing  every  part  of 
the  administration,  and  \ty  meauK  of  tne  exer- 
ci^e  of  the  power  of  the  irnrae  clainiH  a  voice  in 
all  Uie  deciHtonA  of  all  the  administrative 
mthority." 

This  is  what  Lord  Salisbury  said  about 
the  smalliiess  of  the  secret  service  money. 
The  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  did  not  tell  the  same 
tale,  for  he  said — 

"  After  what  Iihs  t>een  uaid  in  variooK  places, 
and  m  view  of  the  interpretation  that  might  I»e 
placed  upon  tlmt  statement,  it  is  necessary  for 
me  to  iiay  Uiat.  from  the  very  heginnin};  of  thi» 
matter^  neither  the  Treasury  nor  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exche(iuer  hais  in  any  way,  stinted 
either  the  preparations  or  expenditure  which 
watt  tbonfgnt  necessary  by  the  Cabinet  with 
rettard  to  this  M  ar." 

Lord  Salisbury  says  the  Treasury  did 
stint  the  secret  service  money,  but  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  says  he 
did  not.  1  take  it  that  he  could 
not.  If  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  refused 
any  demand  made  by  the  Cabinet,  he 
would  have  to  resign.  Therefore,  it  goes 
without  saying  that  he  cannot  have  refused 
the  demand  of  the  Cabinet.  Probably 
the  real  explanation  of  the  situation  is 
that  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  all 
the  while  was  using  his  influence  to  pre- 
vent the  expenditure  of  secret  service 
Qioney,  and  succeeded  in  over-persuading 
bis  colleagues.  There  must  be  some 
foundation  for  these  contradictory  state- 
ments. Lord  Salisbury  took  no  optimistic 
TOW  of  this  matter  upon  other  points,  but 


'  I  do  not  wish  to  go  into  them  now.  I 
'  only  want  to  say  that  as  regards  secret 
service  money  this  House  has  never 
I  refused  the  Government  anything,  and  if 
I  the  Government  came  now  and  stated 
!  that  they  wanted  more  secret  service 
I  money  the  House  would  vote  them  any 
I  sum  they  might  require. 


Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  (Herts, 
Albans)  :  Of  course  they  would  now. 


St. 


Mr.  PHILIPPS:  It  would  bo  most 
useful  to  do  it  now,  for  our  generals  are 
hampered  by  having  long  lines  of  com- 
munication to  keep  open  and  railways  to 
defend  in  countries  where  the  people  are 
not  favourable  to  us,  and  that  is  where  a 
OTeat  part  of  our  army  is  locked  up. 
Would  it  not  be  possible  by  freely  ex- 
pending secret  service  money  to  put  the 
Boers  in  the  same  position  ?  The  Govern- 
ment have  stated  what  they  believe  the 
forces  of  the  Boers  to  be,  and  what  they 
estimate  the  Boer  forces  must  be  which 
are  locked  up  in  defending  the  frontiers  of 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State. 
I  am  going  to  make  this  suggestion — 
would  it  not  be  possible   by  offering 
rewards  in  Cape  Town  to  get  men  who 
would  take  the  risk  % — even  one  individual 
might  strike  a  blow  at  the  Boer  com- 
munications by  making  an  attack  upon 
the  enemy's  lines.    The  Transvaal  must 
be  full  of  men  who  are  not  Boers  and 
who  like  money,  and  in  Natal  there 
must  be  thousands  of  men  who  know  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State 
quite   as  well  as  the  Boers.     Is  it 
not  possible  that  if  the  Government 
offered  £50,000  they  might  find  someone 
j  to  destroy  a  bridge  behind  the  Boer 
i  armies  1    Even  to  have  a  culvert  on  a 
i  railway  destroyed  for  two  days  might  be 
I  of  vital  assistance  to  our  generals  at  the 
j  front.    I  wish  the  Government  would  ask 
I  for  more  secret  service  money,  for  I  am 
j  sure  the  House  of  Commons  woidd  gladly 
I  vote  it.    [An  Hon.  Member  :  I  am  not 
I  so  sure  about  it.]    The  hon.  Member 
!  says  he  is  not  so  sure  about  it,  but  if  the 
j  majority  of  this  House  refused  it,  the 
responsibility  woidd  be  with  them.  I 
'  think  it  is  time  something  was  done  to- 
1  deal  with  this  question,  for  Lord  Salis- 
I  bury,  speaking  in  the  House  of  Lords  

I  mR.  SPEAKER:  Older,  order!  The 
I  hon.  Member  must  not  refer  to  a  speech 
made  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
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Mr.  PHILIPPS  :  I  will  only  say  that 
other  members  of  the  Government  have 
not  all  taken  the  same  optimistic  view  of 
our  foreign  relations  as  has  been  taken  by 
the  light  hon.  Gentlemen  sitting  on  the 
Government  benches  in  this  Hoiwe.  And 
last  of  all  I  will  say  that,  for  myself,  I 
.am  not  going  to  vote  on  this  Amendment 
in  any  party  spirit.    When  this  House 
met  last  autumn  I  made  up  my  mind  that, 
as  far  as  I  could,  while  this  war  lasted  I 
would  either  vote  with  the  Government 
or  abstun  from  rating  altt)gether.  That 
is  what  I  intende<1  to  do  this  session,  but 
I  have  now  changed  my  mind,  and  I  am 
going  to  vote  against  the  Government  on  \ 
this  Amendment,  and  whenever  I  have  a  [ 
chance.     I  am   not   doing  this  in  any ! 
party  spirit,  Iwcause  it  is  perfoctly  ol>- ; 
\  ions  from  the  position  of  this  House  ] 
that  no  Liberal  GoA  ernment  could  he  ; 
formed  to  take  office  with  any  consensus  , 
of  opinion  in  this  House  twhihd  it.    Any  ' 
(Government  formed  now  would  have ' 
to    l>o  formed  simply    to    caiTy    on  i 
the  war.     If   the  Government    were  \ 
1>eaten     on    this    Amendment  what 
would  happen  ?    There  are  three  possible  i 
alternatives.    There  might  l)e  a  Liberal  1 
Government ;  there  might  be  a  coalition  | 
Government  ;  or  there  might  bo  another  | 
Conservative   Government.      I    Iielieve  j 
that  either  on  this  or  the  other  side  of  I 
the  House  you  could  form    a  much  I 
stronger  Government  than  the  one  we  I 
have  in  power  toKlay,  and  it  is  l>ecause  1 
liclieve  that  you  cannot  do  a  better  ser- 1 
vice  to  our  soldiers  at  the  front  than  to  ' 
give  them  a  strong  Cabinet  at  home, 
that  I  am  going  to  vote  against  a  Govern- , 
ment  which   has  l)een  guilty  of  weak- 
ness and  vacillation  such  as  has  I'arely  > 
been  seen  before.    That  is  why  I  am 
going  to   vote  for  this  Amendment — ' 
I>ecau8e  T  believe  it  is  the  )}est  and  the  , 
most  patriotic  course  to  adopt.  • 

*Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS :  I  think  the 
■country  has  been  looking  forward  with  \ 
the  greatest  anxiety  to  the  meeting  of  i 
Pkrliamont,  not  so  much  because  they  ; 
wanted  to  hear  what  we  bad  to  say,  but ' 
because  they  were  very  much  afraid  that 
our  indiscretions  might  be  injurious  to  ! 
the  public  service  and  the  welfare  of  j 
the  country.     I  cannot  help  thinking,  \ 
after  listening  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  i 
Member  who  has  just  sat  down,  that  in 
some  respects  those  fears  are  well  founded, 
i  am  sure  the  hon.  Gentleman  is  inspired  ; 


by  patriotic  motives,  but  he  takes  a  very 
strange  road  to  carry  out  those  convic- 
tions. Let  us  consider  for  a  moment 
what  advantage  could  possibly  accrue  u» 
this  country  from  raising  at  this  juncture 
all  those  unpleasant  discussions  about  the 
Hawksley  letters  and  telegrams.  Doen 
he  suppose  that  would  do  an^  good  ; 
Does  he  suppose  that  the  making  of  a 
grave  and  most  injurious  insinuation, 
founded  on  what  really  seems  to  me  no 
basis  at  all,  will  do  any  good  1  I  refer  tu 
his  suggestion  that  the  military  itera- 
tions on  the  western  frontier  of  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  in  the  north  of 
Cape  Colony  ha\'e  been  arranged  to  suit 
the  personal  safety  of  Mr.  Rhodes. 

Mr.  PHILIPPS :  I  did  not  say  it  wiw 
to  suit  Mr.  Rhodes 's  personal  liafety,  fur 
he  is  one  of  the  bravest  men  alive. 

♦Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS  :  That  ceruiidy 
appeared  to  be  the  meaning,  if  there  was 
any  meaning  at  ail,  contained  in  the 
insinuation  tn  the  hon.  Member.  He  said 
he  wished  to  have  an  answer  to  that 
question,  but  the  only  member  of  the 
Government  who  honours  him  or  me  by 
his  presence  does  not  seem  to  take 
any  notice  of  it.  The  hon.  Member 
wanted  to  know  what  telegrams  had 
passed  between  Kimberley  and  the 
Colonial  Office  concerning  the  military' 
operations  for  the  relief  of  Kimberley, 
and  he  hinted  that  the  importance  of 
relieving  Kimberley  wax  increased  because 
Mr.  Rhodes  happened  to  Iw  there. 

Mr.  PHIUPPS  :  I  did  not  &iy  tliat. 

*Mr.  VICARY  GIBBS:  I  will  not 
dwell  upon  that  point  further,  although  I 
do  not  think  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  was  a  wise  one.  I  will  leave 
that  question  altogether  and  turn  to 
what  really  does  concern  the  country. 
I  think  the  country  and  the  House  as  a 
whole  is  disgusted  n'ith  this  eontiinmus 
pot  and  kettle  business  which  is  going  on 
between  the  two  front  Iteuches.  That  is 
not  what  the  country  wants  to  hoar,  and 
the  people  are  rather  inclined  to  say,  "A 
plague  o'  lx)th  your  houses  ! "  It  is  no 
satisfaction  to  bear  that  we  had  a  worse 
Government  in  1881  if  we  have  a  bad 
Government  now.  For  any  Member 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House  to  vote 
in  favour  of  this  Amendment  it  wuid<l 
be  neccssar}'  to  believe  not  only  that  the 
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Government    had    committed  certain 
errors  and  blunders,  but  ho  would  have  to 
go  much  further,  for  he  would  have  to 
believe  that  there  were  men  sitting  on 
the  benches  opposite  more  capable  of 
eanying   on  the  (rovemment  of  the 
country  and  pulling  the  cart  out  of  the 
rut,  and  helping  England  when  England 
needs  help  sorely-    He  would  have  to  be- 
lieve that  such  men  existed,  that  they 
were  united,  if  not  on  general  principles 
at  least  as  to  the  conduct  of  this  war, 
as    to    its     propriety,    its  necessity, 
and  as  to  its  continuance.    But  what  are 
the  facts  1    Why,  we  have  the  character 
of   Mr.   Facing*  Both  Ways  in  "The 
Pilgrim's    Progress."      We    have  the 
i^eader  of  the  Opposition,  and  I  pity  him, 
and  he  is  a  subject  for  pity,  for  he  has 
had  to  try  and  shepherd  into  the  same 
fold  the  hon.  Member  for  Northampton 
and  the  right  hon.  Member  for  W^olver- 
bampton  ;  and  a  more  difficult  and  impos- 
sible task  could  not  exist.    This  clever 
Amendment  has  l>een  so  prepared  and 
designed  that  it  is  considered  capable  of 
drawing  into  the  same  net  men  who  have 
precisely  the  same  feelings  about  this 
war  as  we  have,  only  they  sit  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House.    They  are  men 
who  differ  absolutely  as  to  the  justice 
and  propriety  of  the  war.    We  saw  the 
noble  Lord  who  moved  this  Amendment 
get  up  and  support  it,  because  he  con- 
sidered  the  war  was  unjust  and  unnecra- 
sary.    A  few  muuites  after  we  heard  the 
hon.  and   learned   .Memlwr  for  South 
•Shields,   and  he  supported  the  8;ime 
Amendmeut   because  the  war  was  just 
ami  inevita)>]e.     Are  those  the  people 
that  we  are  to  hand  over  the  go\  eni- 
ment  of  this  country  to  ?    I  daresay  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  say  it  is 
Muite  sufficient  l>ccause  [  sit  on  this  side 
of  the  House  that  1  should  support  the 
f-'overnment.     We  have  heard  a  great 
oiany  people  giving  an  account  of  their 
«wn  patriotism — and  very  interesting 
accounts  they  are.     I  will    give  an 
account  of  rain.'>.    I  came  down  to  this 
House  with  no  great  tenderness  for  indi- 
viduals, and  with  no  great  tenderness  for 
my  party  or  the  members  of  the  Grovem- 
ment,  and  what  will  astonish  hon.  Mem 
hers  much  more,  I  came  down  with  a 
peat  indifference  to  my  own  political 
cwew.     And  yet  I  was  jierfectly  pre- 
pared to  vote  and  speak  with  one  simple 
•object — that  of  benefitting  mv  country. 
How  can  I  benefit  the  country  best  ?  By 


simply  showing  the  mischief  which  this 
debate  does.  What  do  we  see  in  the 
French  papers  to-day  1  They  say  that,  as 
enemies  of  Englanif,  they  rejoice  at  this 
debate,  and  one  cynical  Frenchman  says : 
'*  It  is  just  what  we  should  do  ourselves," 
I  understand  and  recognise  the  proiniety 
of  Members  such  as  the  ru^ht  hon.  Crantle- 
man  the  Member  for  ^LDntI'08e  or  the 
ri^t  hon.  Member  for  Bodmin,  who  look 
upon  this  war  as  rotten  in  its  inception, 
foolish  in  its  execution,  and  equally  flis- 
creditable  and  dangerous  to  the  country. 
They  would  fight  tooth  and  nail  to  stop 
this  war  and  to  turn  out  the  Govern- 
ment who  are  responsible  for  it.  I 
recognise  their  position,  although  I  do 
not  agree  with  tnem,  and  I  can  sympa- 
thise with  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, who  has  to  try  and  ride  two 
horses  at  once.  I  cannot,  however, 
understand  the  patriotism  of  such  men 
as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Wolverhamptcm,  who  have  upheld  the 
justice  of  the  war  in  the  country,  and  yet 
support  this  Amendment  here.  What  do 
they  hope  to  get  by  success  or  failure  ? 
Do  they  hope  to  tiu*n  the  Government 
out  ?  They  have  said  outside  that  that 
is  the  last  thing  they  desire  to  do,  atirl 
they  are  very  wise.  If  they  fail,  what 
else  are  they  doing  bnt  simply  washing 
dirty  linen  in  public  and  helping  to  em- 
barrass and  hinder  the  Government  1  We 
think  it  would  lie  somewhat  difficult  to 
find  the  same  amount  of  credit,  ability, 
and  reputation  as  that  \\'hich  is  possessed 
by  the  gentlemen  who  are  good  enough 
to  lead  us  at  this  moment.  Leaving  for  a 
moment  that  part  of  the  subject  I  should 
like  to  say,  if  the  Hoiise  will  l>ear  with 
mo,  a  few  words  about  the  speech  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  Is  it  not  some- 
what un^vorthy  of  Parliamentary  practico 
to  take  up  some  little  florid  rhetorical 
utterance  made  under  exceptional  circum- 
stances, and  to  read  into  it  a  solemn 
statement  of  Government  knowledge  or 
Government  policy  ?  And  yet  that  is  what 
we  have  heani  done  in  this  House.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  spoke  of  there 
lieing  no  more  chance  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  joining  in  a  war  against 
us  than  there  was  of  Switzerland. 
To  ti-eat  such  a  phrase  as  proof  that  the 
G<n  emment  was  totally  ignorant  of  the 
actual  condition  in  South  Africa  is  absurd ; 
hut  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says  he 
does  not  think  about  his  speeches.  I  only 
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wish  that  his  modesty  did  not  lead  him  to 
underrate  the  importance  of  every  word 
he  utters  so  long  as  he  occupies  the 
administrative  position  which  he  does. 
WTien  he  sees  his  words  distorted  and 
misrepresented  in  the  way  we  have  seen 
them,  he  must  feel  how  vitally  important 
it  is  that  he  should  chooae  hie  words  in 
such  a  way  as  it  is  not  necessary  for 
humbler  persons  to  do.  Of  course  the 
question  of  Cabinet  responsibility  is  very 
rightly  urged  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite,  but  is  it  not  carrying  it  to  the 
point  of  becoming  ludicrous  to  blame 
them  because  this  or  that  bridge  has  not 
been  destroyed  in  the  north  of  Natal  ? 
The  Cabinetare  responsible  forthe  generals 
who  have  been  appointed,  but  to  discredit 
them  to  the  country  because  a  culvert  was 
not  blown  up  is  ridiculous  and  unreason- 
able. Let  me  take  another  point. 
Although  the  right  hon.  Baronet  ex- 
pressed his  determination  not  to  criticise 
the  generals  in  the  field,  he  went  to  a  con- 
siderable length  in  that  direction,  and  he 
went  on  to  say  that  it  was  monstrous 
folly  to  occupy  a  position  like  Lady- 
smith,  which  had  hills  all  roimd  it, 
which  he  called  an  absolutely  inde- 
fensible bole.  On  these  matters  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  is  a  very  clever  man, 
but  I  would  remitid  him  that  Tjady  smith 
is  still  being  defended  and  has  proved  to 
be  defensible,  though  it  may  not  have  been 
the  best  position  from  a  military  point  of 
view.  He  has  also  blamed  the  Govern- 
ment for  putting  vast  amounts  of  stores 
there.  All  I  have  to  say  is,  thank  God 
they  did.  As  far  as  I  can  see  the  only 
danger  of  Ladysmith  falling  is  that  their 
ammunition  or  rations  will  not  hold  out. 
When  General  White  had  a  check  he  was 
severely  criticised,  but  since  then  I  think 
he  has  satisfied  us  all  that  he  is  an  ex- 
tremely able  man,  and  we  congratulate 
him  upon  the  skill  with  which  he  has 
held  that  position.  If  it  was  true  that 
Ladysmith  was  indefensible  we  should 
certainly  have  had  another  Yorktown 
there  before  this.  I  should  like  to  say  a 
word  or  two  about  the  speech  of  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War.  I  call  it  a  fine 
speech,  and  I  consider  that  it  elevated 
the  debate.  I  consider  that  when  his 
speech  is  read  in  the  country  it  will  do 
something  to  restore  confidence  to  "  the 
man  in  the  street,"  about  whom  we  have 
heard  so  much.  What  has  "  the  mm  in 
the  street "  been  doing  1  While  one  has 
been  giving  his  money  another  has  torn 
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himself  away  from  those  who  are  so  dear 
tohimand  gonetothefront.  \Miilethi8has 
been  going  on  certain  politicians  have  been 
considering  whether  they  could  score  off 
their  political  opponents  on  account  of  this 
war.  Over  and  over  agun  I  have  seen 
this  in  places  where  I  never  expected  to 
see  it,  and  ;where  I  blushed  to  see  it. 
There  is  an  old  Greek  proverb  which  sets 
forth  that  even  a  fool  can  give  you  useful 
ad\'ice,  and  perhaps  some  much  more  dis- 
tinguished men  than  myself  may  listen  to 
me  in  this  matter.  I  am  sure  it  will 
do  more  credit  to  this  House,  and  to 
themselves,  and  their  country,  if  those 
Members  will  unite  at  such  a  juncture  as 
this  and  consider  how  we  can  improve 
our  position  in  the  future,  and  set  right 
our  false  system,  instead  of  going  about 
saying  that  the  Tory  party  is  to  be 
blamed  for  this  and  the  Kadical  party 
for  something  else.  I  think  we  might 
drop  all  this  until  we  are  out  of  danger. 
Common-sense  and  reason  dictates  that 
we  should  do  this,  however  quarrelsome 
we  may  be,  whenever  we  find  ourselves 
ill  absolute  danger  of  disgrace  and  humi- 
liation to'  our  Empire  ;  because  everyone 
must  know  that  there  is  a  great  respon- 
sibility in  letting  loose  the  dogs  of  war, 
for  God  alone  knows  whore  they  will 
stop,  and  if  England  once  gets  on  her 
back  you  will  always  find  there  is  someone 
ready  to  jump  on  her.  W^e  know  perfectly 
well  that  England  has  not  got  too  many 
friends  abroad,  and  her  power  and  posi- 
tion has  led  to  intense  jealousy.  In  the 
face  of  all  these  considerations  let  us  show 
a  united  front.  I  was  very  grateful  to 
my  hon.  frientl,  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War,  for  doing  something  to  raise  the 
toae  of  the  debate.  There  was  one  point, 
however,  in  which  he  started  a  perfectly 
new  defence  of  the  Government^  and  he 
almost  seemed  to  raise  the  point  so  high  as 
to  say  that  there  was  a  sort  of  moral  duty 
upon  this  country  to  be  unprepared  for 
the  quarrels  in  which  she  engages.  A 
more  startling  moral  proposition  I  never 
heard  enunciatetl.  He  quoted  in  support 
of  this  a  speech  of  Lord  Hardinge,  and 
he  said  that  if  we  had  taken  the  neces- 
sary steps  wo  should  have  justified  our 
enemies  and  placed  ourselves  in  the  wrong. 
How  about  our  faithful  colonies,  aad 
those  friends  of  ours  in  Natal  whom 
everybody  prizes  ?  Was  it  our  moral 
duty  to  leave  them  in  a  condition  of  un- 
preparedness  to  resist  invasion  t  Hie 
hon.  Member  opposite  referred  to  the 
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secret  service,  and  said  that  even  now- 
more  money  might  he  profitably  em- 
ployed in  the  secret  service  of  the  Govern- 
ment. If  it  is  required,  for  goodness*  sake 
let  them  come  and  ask  for  it,  and  I  am 
perfectly  certain  they  will  get  it  with 
very  little  oppositioi.  They  may  be 
desirous  of  coming  to  us  with  such 
a  proposition,  but  so  long  as  this 
debate  is  continued  no  practical  advan- 
tage can  come  to  this  country,  and 
no  practical  proposals  can  be  con- 
sidered for  remednag  the  defects  in 
our  system.  When  I  think  of  the  patience 
which  the  House  has  already  shown  me, 
I  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
sooner  I  bring  ni}'  own  share  in  the  debate 
to  an  end  the  better. 

*Mk.  .MENDL  (Plymouth) :  The  hon. 
Membur  who  has  just  sat  down  has  dwelt 
during  a  great  portion  of  his  remarks 
upon  the  necessity  of  bringing  this  debate 
to  a  conclusion  on  the  grounds  of 
patriotism.  In  that  he  has  followed  one 
or  two  of  his  own  leaders — the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  to-night  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Afiurs  last  night — who  appear 
to  think  that  any  discussion  or 
criticism  of  the  conduct  or  of  the 
preparations  for  the  war  or  the  South 
African  policy  of  the  Government  is  some- 
thing of  the  nature  of  the  crime  of  high 
treason  on  the  part  of  the  Opposition.  I 
venture  to  protest  against  that  doctrine 
with  all  my  heart.  It  seems  to  me  a  most 
dangerous  doctrine,  and  it  is  a  very 
pecvdiar  kind  of  patriotism  which  leads 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to 
ask  us  to  make  sacrifices  while  they  pro- 
pose to  make  no  similar  sacrifices  them- 
selves. I  have  not  noticed  in  this  House 
or  ill  the  country  that  the  party 
opposite  have  failed  to  take  credit  for 
this  war  in  their  appeal  to  the  patriotism  of 
the  people  of  this  country.  They  have  ap- 
pealed to  the  people  to  support  the  present 
Grovenimont  on  party  issues  and  have  in- 
vited them  to  oppose  the  party  on  this 
side  of  the  House.  That  seems  to  me  to 
be  a  very  peculiar  and  dangerous  kind  of 
doctrine.  It  was  in  the  first  place  repu- 
diated by  the  Leader  of  the  House  on 
Tuesday  when  he  replied  to  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
on  the  Address,  and  was  also  expressly 
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repudiated  both  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  theLeader  of  the  House  during  the  late 
aututnn  session  of  Parliament.    I  remem- 
ber a  very  striking  passage  in  which  it  was 
said  that  the  issues  were  no  loi^r  political 
but  military,  and  that  the  Government 
invited  criticism.    If  that  is  so  it  seems 
strange  that  they  should  protest  and 
assert  that  the  motives  of  the  Opposition 
are  unpatriotic  in  raising  a  debate  on . 
these  questions.    My  object  in  rising  is 
very  much  the  same  as  that  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  South  Shields,  who  made  a 
very  brilliant  speech  the  other  ni^ht  in  this 
House.  I  am  going  to  vote  for  this  Amend- 
ment upon  somewhat  special  grounds, 
I  and  I  prefer  to  do  so  not  by  a  silent  vote, 
and  to  explain  my  grounds  for  doing  so.  I 
.  entertain  no  shadow  of  a  doubt  as  to  the 
!  justice  of  the  cause  in  which  we  are 
■  engaged  with  the  Boer  Republics.  I  need 
scarcely  say  that  my  belief  is  in  no  way 
'  affected  by  the  success  or  reverses  of  the 
I  military  operations  which  are  necessary  in 
order  to  carry  that  cause  to  a  successful 
I  conclusion.     As  regards    the  declared 
I  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
I  during  the  spring  and  summer  of  last 
;  year,  I  supported  that  policy,  and  I  still 
I  support  it.    That  policy  professed  to 
secure  proper  treatment  for  the  British 
I  subjects  in  the  Transvaal,  and  I  assert 
1  that  it  would  have  been  a  grave  dereliction 
j  of  duty    if  the  Government    had  not 
I  pressed  for  that  proper  treatment  to  be 
'  secured.    In  the  opinion  of  those  best 
!  qualified  to  know,  who  have  lived  in  that 
country  and  who  have  friends  there,  it  is  an 
almost  unanimous  opinion  that  the  Trans- 
1  vaal  was  the  only  coimtry  where  it  was 
'  found  to  be  a  disad^'antage  to  be  an  Eng- 
lishman, and  wherever  British  subjects 
'  receive  treatment  such  as  they  received  in 
j  the  Transvaal,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
I  Grovemment  of  this  country  to  interfere  on 
j  their  behalf,  and  this  more  especially  in 
i  a  country  like  the  Transvaal,  which  is  a 
I  comparatively  new  and  recent  state  sur- 
I  romided  by  a  large  number  of  British 
colonies.  I  say  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
Grovernment  to  interfere  both  in  the 
interests  of  these  British  colonies  and  in 
the  general  interests  of  the  British  Empire. 
I  was  glad  the  other  day  to  hear  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Shields  refer  to  the  capitalists  argument 
in  regard  to  this  war.    The  argument 
that  this  is  a  capitalists'  war,  and  that  it 
is  their  cause  we  are  fighting  for,  and 
therefore  a   sordid    and  mean  cause,. 
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is  an  argument  which  I  believe  to  be  '  found  some  difficulty  in  voting  for 
absolutely  untrue.  It  is  quite  true  of  this  Amendment  if  it  had  been  con- 
this  war,  as  of  every  other  war,  that  you  fined  to  impugning  the  justice  of  that 
cannot  disentangle  the  interests  of  finan-  policy  since  March,  but  it  is  not  so  con- 
ciers  from  it.  It  was  the  case  in  the  fined,  and  simply  indicts  the  Governmeat 
French,  the  Crimean,  and  the  Egyptian  i  for  the  want  of  foresight,  knowledge, 
wars,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  is '  and  judgment  displayed  since  1895, 
to  that  extent  the  case  in  this  as  well,  j  and  I  think  since  that  time  until 
Possibly  some  capitalists  may  ■  have ,  March,  1899  they  ha^'e  displayed  a 
piofited  by  this  war.  But  there  are  want  of  judgment,  foresight,  and  knotr- 
iminy  others  who  have  suffered  great  ledge.  It  is  this  negligence  between  1895 
losses,  and  the  shrinkage  in  property  and  1899  which  justifies  me  in  \  oting  for 
must  already  have  amounted  to  a  very  \  this  Amendment.  I  think  the  Govern- 
grcat  sum  indeed.  The  extent  to  which  nicnt  have  displayed  a  great  deal  too 
the  capitalists  have  supported  the  <  much  of  the  (juality  of  patience,  which 
Government  policj',  jind  preferred  to  ^  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member  '  for 
liak  the  loss  or  depreciation  of  J  Montrose  advocates  in  dealing  with  this 
their  property  rather  than  submit  great  evil.  The  plea  as  to  this  ui^ed  by  the 
to  a  continuance  of  the  Government  of  \  Leader  of  the  House  was  the  Jameson 
the  Transvaal,  is  one  of  the  strongest  in-  raid  of  lfi95.  Of  course,  everybody  con- 
tlictments  against  the  Transvaal  Govern-  demns  that  raid  as  a  criminal  blunder 
ment  that  it  is  possible  to  find.  What  and  a  piece  of  mad  and  fatuous  folly. 
<lo  these  men  risk  %  They  risk  the  loss  ,  It  is,  however,  necessary  to  rememlwr 
of  their  property  and  the  stoppage  of  '  that  the  nuagovernment  of  the  Transvaal 
their  businesses.  And  why  have  they  was  not  the  result  of  that  raid,  but  wait 
done  this  ?  I  do  not  suppose  it  is  so  '  anterior  to  it,  and  was  going  on  during 
much  for  their  own  interests  and  •  the  administration  of  the  late  Govem- 
safety,  because  very  few  of  these '  ment.  The  reform  movement  in  the 
capitalists  live  in  the  Transvaal  at  all.  \  Transvaal  was  going  on  long  before  it 
But  they  employ  English,  Scotch,  and  '  was  guided  into  the  wrong  and  injudicious 
Welsh  miners  who  have  gone  out  from  this  \  channel  which  culminated  in  the  Jameson 
country  for  the  piu-pose  of  seeking  their  '  raid.  The  First  Loitl  of  the  Troastu-y 
fortunes  in  the  Transvaal.  These  men  says  that  raid  tied  the  hands  of  the 
have  had  to  live  there  under  conditions  Government,  but  why  1  If  the  Govern- 
which  the^  have  found  to  be  intolerable  ment  were  neither  individually  nor  collec- 
to  any  spirited  or  proud  race,  and  there-  lavely  guilty  of  complicity  in  that  raid, 
fore  the  capitalists  were  Imund  to  come  and  I  believe  that  to  be  the  case ;  if 
into  line  with  the  Uitlanders  in  the  they  were  innocent  why  should  the 
Transvaal.  W'e  have  been  told  that  a  complicity  of  the  Chartered  Company  - 
desire  to  grab  the  gold  is  at  the  bottom  '  which  had  no  coimection  with  the 
of  this  war.  I  should  like  to  know  in  ,  Government  except  so  far  as  it 
what  way  this  war  will  gwa  gold  to  this  '  received  powers  of  government  for  certain 
couTitry.  The  large  majority  of  the  gold  parts  of  South  Africa— have  pre^entecl 
mines  in  the  Transvaal  are  already  owned  the  Government  from  insisting  upon  the 
by  English  companies,  and  they  ^vill  be  rights  of  this  country  and  the  rights*  of 
owned  by  the  same  people  after  the  war  '  our  subjects  in  the  Transvaal?  Im- 
is  over.  Those  who  say  that  this  country  mediately  after  the  raid  the  Colonial 
is  seeking  temtory  for  the  purpose  of  Secretary  had  President  Kruger  in  the 
acfjuiring  goldfields  show  a  great  ignurtuice  hollow  of  his  hand,  for  he  was  asked  to 
of  the  way  in  which  we  govern  ourcolonies.  exercise  his  influence  to  get  Johannesburg 
What  do  we  get  out  of  other  colonies  in  to  disarm.  But  why  were  no  conditions 
ihis  respect  T  We  should  get  just  as  much  .  imposed  1  Why  did  the  Colonial  Secro- 
under  the  old  system  as  we  shall  get '  tJiry  not  express  his  willingness  to  do 
under  the  British  flag.  Since  the  month  that  upon  conditions  properly  guaranteed 
of  March,  1899,  when  the  Government  to  the  effect  that  the  misgovernment  of 
received  and  acted  on  the  Uitlandei-s'  the  Transvaal  should  be  remedied,  and 
petition,  in  broad  principle  their  policy  that  the  reforms  which  were  necessary 
has  l>een  a  right  one,  and  it  deser\'ed  and  should  be  carried  out  1  The  right  hon. 
received  the  support  both  of  this  House  Gentleman  framed  a  moderate  and  reason 
and  of  the  country.     I  might  have  able  scheme,  but  President  Kruger  refused 
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it,  and  thereupon  the  matter  was  dropped,  they  thought  war  was  unlikely,  Ijeeausc  the 
Then  the  GJovemment  entered  upon  a  long  '  probability  was  that  the  Transvaal  would 
course  of  that  panacea  \^'hich  has  1')eeii  give  way  at  last.    If  this  wei*e  the  view 
recommended  by  the  right  hon.  .Member  |  generally  taken,  surely  the  business  of  a 
for  Montrrae,  that   is    the  policy  of  '  wise  ana  prudent  (Tovcmment  is  to  ran 
patience.     They    tried  it  so   far  as '  no  risks  at  all,  and   to  provide  even 
wc  were  concerned,  but  simnltaueonsly  |  against  the  possibility  of  war,  and  the 
with  it  there  was  a  constant  arming  I  contingeney  that  hostilities  wouki  result 
<of  the  Boers  which  has  led  to  most  from  the  negotiations  as  they  wont  on. 
■of  the  present  trouble,  and  the  result  nf  But  the  fact  remains  that  what  the 
which  we  are  experiencing  to-<lay.    Hon.  |  Government  have  done  in  this  case  has 
Momlwrs  on  the  other  side  say  that '  been  that  they  allowed  their  diplomacy 
this  lH!gan  before  the  raid  and  others  to  outstrip  their  military  preparations, 
say   it    l>egan    after,    but    whichever  and  the  excuse  which  the  Under  Secretary 
.is    tnie    it    is    quite    obvious    that for  War  has  given  is  extraorrlinary.  He 
l)et\veeii     January,     1896,     and    the  '  »aid  that  the  reason- the  Government  did 
ultimatum   by  the  Transa  nal   and  the .  not   make   more   military  preparations 
Orange  fVee  State  last  Octol>er  there  was  during  the  negotiations  was  liecause  they 
-an  eoormous  accession  to  the  military  did  not  want  to  hamper  the  diplomacy 
strength  of  the  Boers,  and,  consequently,  '  and,  possibly,   thereby  precipitate  hos- 
-wenowhavetofaceoneofthemostformid-|  tilities.      I    do    not   think   Xhere  is 
ablemilitaryoperationseverundertakenby  much    justification    for    that  hypo- 
this  country.    We  have  already  sent  over  thesis,    because    it    is    well  known 
160,000  men,  and  we  have  not  yet  reached  I  that  the  Boers  were  only  waiting  for 
thf  object  we  have   iu  view,  and   the  j  the  grass  to  gi-ow  in  ortlcr  that  they 
Guvcrnment  have  looked  on  aTid  allowed  '  might  be  able  to  operate  with  their 
all  this  to  continue  ou  account  of  the  ]  mounted  infantry  on  the  plains  of  Natal. 
Chartere<l  Company's  complicity  in  the  '  If  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  sent 
raid.    That  is  no  justification  for  it,  and  out  the  troops  in  July  there  would  have 
it  is  one  reason  why  t  shall  vote  for  this  J>oen  much  less  risk  of  a  declaration  of 
Amendment,  because  it  seems  to  me  that '  war  at  all.     The  alternative  contention 
the  ordinary  British  citizen  and  ^*  the  :  put  forward  by  the  Government  has  now 
man  in  the  street "  would  say  that  we  practically  been  given  up— I  allude  to  the 
have  to  look  to  the  Government  of  this  '  suc^estion  that  the  Government  did  not 
•country  to  protect  us  aud  our  Kmpire,  >  know  the  Boer  strength  and  the  con- 
and  the  fact  that  they  have  not  done  so  ■  sequent  reflection  involved  upon  the  War 
if>  not  in  the  least  justified  liecause  a  '  Office  and  the  Intelligence  Department,  and 
trading  company  was  guilty  of  a  con- '  Mr.  Conyngham  (ireene.    I  do  not  think 
«pinicy  at  the  time  of  the  Jameson  mid.   that   was   a   contention    which  could 
So  far  as  the  preparations  for  «  ar  are  possibi}'  have  held  water  for  a  moment 
conccnied,  I  cannot  imagine  anybody  ;  in  view  of  the  facts.     So  far  as  regards 
asserting  the  converse  of  this  proposition,  ,  the  question  of  the  administration  of  the 
and  decmring  that  the  Government  have  War  Office  I  am  Iwund  to  say  that  I  think 
acted  with   knowledge,  fort* .sight,   and  the  Government  have  a  great  deal  to  ex- 
Judgment.  We  have  heard  of  the  military  '■  plain  which  they  have  not  attempted  to 
ju'eparations  and  of  the  under-estimating  deal  with,  and  whieh  it  is  highly  desirable 
of  the  ■  number  of  troops  retpiired,  the  '  not  in  the  interests  of  party  but  in  the 
numbers  and  imture  ef   our    enemy,  interests  of  the  people  of  this  country  that 
and  their  means  of  carrying  on  warfare.  ,  they    should     satisfactorily  answer. 
I  believe  that  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact  |  After  all,  in  these  matters  the  man  in  the 
that  the  Amendment  whieh  is  before  the  j  street  represents  very  much  the  average 
Hoase  involves  the  question  of  confidence  I  opinion ;  most  of  us  are  ignoramuses  on 
Jii  the  Ministry,  and  if  we  could  have  the  questions  of  military  administration.  [An 
•diWsion  by  Imllot  a  very  lai-ge  majority  Hon.  Member  :  No,  no.]  I  speak  with  the 
■of  the  ^iembers  of  this  House  would  assurance  of  ignorance  myself,  but  I  have 
vote  for  it  upon  the  grounds  I  have  not  been  above  sitting  at  the  feet  of 
stated.     In  answer  to  this  case,  the  i  authority.     I  have  sat  out  the  Army 
Crovernment  put  up  two  contentions,  lx)th  j  Estimates  every  session  since  I  have  been 
of  which  seem  to  be  absolutely  scU-con- 1  a  Member  of  this  House,  and  I  am  bound 
Aradictoiy.  In  the  first  pkico,  they  say  that  j  to  say  that  the  impression  produced  on 
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my  mind  by  what  I  have  heard  on 
|H%viou8  occasions  from  military  experts 
in  this  House  has  not  been  removed 
by  the  admirable  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War, 
But  I  attach  a  great  deal  more  importance 
to  the  future  than  to  the  past.  I  attach 
more  importance  to  the  results  which 
may  follow  this  war  than  I  do  to  re- 
criminations as  to  what  has  gone  before. 
I  hope  that  we  shall  hare  a  silver  Uning 
to  the  dark  cloud  which  has  been  hanging 
over  us,  if  as  the  result  of  this  war  we 
get  the  people  of  this  country  and  this 
House  to  recognise  the  deficiencies  under 
which  we  are  apparently  labouring,  and 
see  that  the  proper  remedy  is  applied  to 
them.  I  have  only  to  say  that  I  am  cer- 
tain that  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
this  House,  and  indeed  of  this  country, 
are  ready  to  suppori  this  war  to  the  only 
conclusion  to  which,  in  my  judgment,  it 
ought  to  be  pushed,  the  only  one  con- 
sistent with  the  national  character  of  the 
British  people.  There  will  bb  noth- 
ing begrudged  in  the  expenditure  of 
money,  and  those  fighting  for  us  will 
not  grudge  the  expenditure  of  blood  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  calls 
which  their  country  makes  upon  them.  But 
I  think  it  is  all  important  that  we  should 
see  when  this  lamentable  war  has  been 
carried  to  a  conclusion  that  there  shall  be 
no  possibility  of  the  same  mischief  arising 
agam  and  the  same  remedy  having  to  be 
applied  a  second  time. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,   N.):  I' 
should  like  to  say  a  few  words  on  this 
subject  before  the  debate  is  brought  to  a  ' 
close,  inasmuch  as  I  happen  to  have  been, 
during  September,  October,  and  November  | 
last,  in  the  particular  part  of  the  world  in  ' 
which  the  events  have  happened  which  j 
we  are  now   discussing.     In  passing 
during  those  critical  months  through  ' 
thfi  districts  of  Cape  Clolony  and  tne 
Orange  Free  State  it  was  my  pleasure  to  ' 
see  a  great  number  of  persons.    Although  | 
I  shoiUd  be  very  sorry  to  claim  any  expert  j 
knowledge  of  South  Africa,  I  think, 
after  having  spent  that  very  critical  period  \ 
amongst  those  persons,  and  having  heard  ! 
an  immense  variety  of  opinion  Uiere,  I  \ 
perhaps  may  be  allowed  to  say  a  few  words 
on  this  particular  occasion.    I  candidly  I 
acknowledge  that  there  is  much  that  one  j 
might  criticise  concerning  what  has  taken  I 
place  if  this  was  an  occasion  fer  a  party  i 
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I  battle,  but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
not  onl}'  this  country  but  all  the  colonies 
!  of  South  Africa — I  will  ^  fmther  and 
say  all  the  colonies  of  this  great  Empire 
j  — are  looking  for  something  much  higher 
!  than  the  question  of  party  battle.  There 
I  is  one  thing  we  all  want,  and  that  is,  to 
I  bring  this  war  to  a  satisfactory  termina- 
I  tion.     We  want  to  bring  it  to  such 
;  a  satisfactory  termination  as  will  add 
I  dignity  and  power  to  this  country  and  do 
justice  to  all  parties  in  South  Africa. 
That,  in  my  opinion,  can  only  be  done  by 
I  placing  the  whole  of  the  country  from  the 
[  Zambesi  to  Cape  Town  under  the  British 
'■■  flag.    What  we  should  do  here,  and  what 
;  the  country  is  demanding  is  that  we 
I  should  consider  how,  we  can  help  to  carry 
^  this  out,  and  I  am  sorry  to  sec  that 
;  recriminations  have  been  raked  up,  and 
that  various  questions  have  been  raised 
{  as  to  the  merits  of  one  side  and  the  other, 
I  when  all  we  ought  to  consider  and  think 
•  about  is  how  to  strei^dien  the  Govem- 
I  ment  in  power  to  enable  them  to  carry 
I  out  this  work  to  a  successful  conclusion. 
,  ^Vhen  the  proper  time  comes  there  are 
many  things  that  most  of  us  will  wish  to 
inquire  into.     I  fully  agree  that  there 
are  many  things — possibly  some  un- 
;  pleasant  things — which  we  shall  have  to 
1  inquire  about.    I  think  it  will  be  acknow- 
;  lodged  that  I  have  never  been  a  very 
sul^ervient  member  of   this  particular 
'  party,   but  I  have  always  said  most 
emphatically  what  I  think  and  what  I 
,  feel.    I  know  this  has  not  always  been 
'  considered    fashionable,   and  certainly 
it  has  not  been  very  profitable.    But  there 
I  is  a  time  for  all  things,  and  the  pr^nt 
time  and  the  present  purpose  demand 
'  something  much  higher  than  these  party 
I  recriminations.     I  think  we  should  all 
combine  with  the  Government  wiih  one 
end  in  view,  and  be  alive  to  the  enormous 
I  importance    of    the    present  position, 
because,  as  I  have  said,  this  is  not  merely 
a  contest  with  regard  to  South  Africa 
I  or  the  Transvaal ;  it  is  a  contest  fraught 
;  with  issues  that  affect  the  whole  position 
of  our  great  Empire.    The  view  I  took  in 
August  and  the  view  I  take  now,  judging 
by  the  experiences  of  my  visit  to  the  Cape 
and  what  has  happened  since,  is  that 
these  reverses  or  checks  to  our  progress 
in  the  campaign  will  leave  no  permanent 
impression  on  the  minds  of  the  colonists 
unless  the  Government  fails  in  its  task 
and  its  duty  to  the  nation.    Now,  we  all 
know  that  our  Army  is  an  army  capable 
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of  everything  that  a  man  can  reasonably 
expect  it  to  do ;  and  it  is  to  this  House 
that  the  Army  looks  for  sympathy  and 
support.      They   are    looking    to  us 
from  all  parts  of  South  Africa  in  the 
expectation  and  hope  that  we  will  do  our 
utmost  to  safeguard  their  interests.  They 
desire  that  nothing  should  be  left  undone 
to  strengthen  their  poaition,  and  nothing 
forgotten  whidi  will  tend  to  save  life. 
I  would  ask.  Sir — and  it  is  a  fair  question 
to  ask  at  this  critical  period — are  we  quite 
certain  that  the  Government  are  wholly 
alive  to  the  gravity  of  the  present  posi- 
tion ?    I  am  bound  to  say  that  until  I 
heard  the  speech  of  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  I  saw  no  indications 
that  they  were ;  but  I  must  frankly  say 
now,  after  the  speech  of  this  young 
member  of  the  Government,  that  my  fears 
have  been  d]q)eUed.    I  should  like  to  say 
a  few  words  on  one  or  two  points  raised 
in  the  speeches  of  several  Members.  One 
point  that  has  been  referred  to  more  than 
once  is  as  to  the  advance  that  was  made 
on  Dundee  and  Glencoe,  and  why  Lady- 
smith  has  been  made  the  Aldershot  of 
Natal.  Now,  Sir,  this  is  a  very  important 
question.     I  happened  to  be  in  Natal 
during  the  dreadful  fortnight  which  pre- 
ceded the  landing  of  our  troops  from 
India.    I  do  not  want  to  exaggerate,  but 
hon.  Members  sitting  comfortably  here 
Gfm  have  no  idea  of  the  anxious  feeling 
and  tension  that  [nvvuled  up  to.  the  Sun- 
day ;  and  after  the  troops  came  in  people 
said  to  me  :  "To-day  we  can  breathe  again. 
Last  Sunday  we  hardly  dared  to  do  so." 
I  had' come  down  from  Johannesburg,  and 
I  had  seen  the  Boer  forces  accumulatmg  in 
thousands  on  the  border,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  stop  them  from  raiding  right 
down  to  Durban  save  the  handful  of 
troops  we  had  up  to  that  anxious  fort- 
night.   I  think  nobody  will  dispute  that 
although  the  defence  of  Northern  Natal 
may  have  been  a  military  mistake.  Sir 
George  White,  who  accepted  the  respon- 
sibility of  it,  must  be  regarded  as  the  hero 
of  the  campaign.    While  in  Natal  I  saw  a 
good  deal  of  the  Governor  and  of  the 
Prime  Minister,  as  well  as  of  General 
Penn  Symons,  and  I  can  easily  understand 
why  Sir  George  AiVliite  surrendered  his 
military  judgment  in  order  to  place  him- 
self in  the  position  in  which  he  now  finds 
himself  in  Ladysmitfa.    He  has  10,000 
men  ther^  and  I  stall  believe  he  will  he 
relieved.    He  has  exhibited  a  policy  axid 
behaved  in  a  way  v^hich  is  a  credit  to  the 


long  line  of  honourable  and  gallant  men 
whom  he  has  followed  ;  and  I  do  sincerely 
trust  that  in  criticising  that  military  mis- 
take   we    shall    weigh     well   all  the 
circumstances,    and    these    cannot  be 
adequately  realised  by  any  but  those 
actually  on  the    spot.    Of  course,  it 
all  comes  back  to  the  question — that  very 
serious  question  which  will  have  to  he 
considered  later — ^why  Natal  was  not  put 
into  a  state  of  preparedness  when  we 
knew  that  the  Transvaal  was  arming  to 
the  teeth,  and  when  we  knew  that  their 
whole  object  was  to  take  Natal.  Yester- 
day I  heard  the  speech   of  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries,  in  which 
he  said  he  considered  that  the  grievances 
of    the    Uidandera    were  practically 
nothing.    It  is  very  easy  to  consider  per- 
sons' grievances  as  unimportant  if  you  do 
not  happen  to  suffer  from  them  yourself. 
In  this  country  it  is  a  common  spectaole 
to  see  Members  of  Parliament  airing  the 
grivances  of  some  clerk  or  other  who  is 
,  not  receiving  the  salary  he  ought  to  have ; 
I  every  little  difficulty  of  his  position  is 
I  loudly  proclaimed  in  this  House.  We 
I  consider  it  a  monstrous  injustice  if  the 
I  man's  labour  is  not  properly  remunerated, 
i  I  say  that  it  is  strange  that  we  should 
I  ait  here  and  calmly  belittle  the  grievances 
I  of  our  fellow  subjects  in  a  far-distant 
:  country.    I  was  in  Johannesburg  for  four 
weeks,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  agree- 
ing with  the  hon.  Member  for  ^uth 
Shields  as  to  the  grievances  under  which 
the  Uitlanders  are  labouring.    I  would 
like  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Dumfries,  and  the  right  hon.  Member 
for    Bodmin    who  site  here — I  don't 
know  why — to  live  in  Johannesburg 
for  twelve  months ;    they  would  come 
back  holding  very  different  views,  and 
would  then  know  how  to  vote.  The 
question  of  the  war  being  one  waged  on 
behalf  of  the  capitaliste  is,  in  my  judg- 
ment, too  absurd  to  be  gone  into.  I 
cannot  understand  it.     I    am  not  a 
capitalist  myself;  but  I  think  even  a 
capitalist  ought  to  be  treated  fairly  and 
rightly.    I  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble 
when  in  Johannesburg  to  find  out  some 
of  the  conditions  and  difficulties  under 
which  the  capitalist  lives.    As  the  hon. 
Member  has  just  stated,  the  capitalist  is 
losing  enormously  by  this  war.    There  is 
no  doubt  about  it;  and  when  we  hear 
that  the  men  who  have  gone  out  to  work 
in  the  mines  are  only  "  the  scum  of  the 
earth,"  I  say,  emphatically,  it  is  not  true. 
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I  went  down  the  initios  myself,  and  I  ean 
aafely  assert  that  the  great  bulk  of  the 
miners  are  as  creditable  a  set  of  workmen 
as  you  will  find  anywhere.  They  are 
men  of  intelligence,  their  labour  is 
strictly  technical,  and  they  have  as  much 
right  to  l>e  protected  as  anyone.  More- 
over, it  is  said  that  these  men  are 
money-grubbers.  How  does  that  declara- 
tion agree  with  the  fact  that  many  of 
these  men  now  form  the  best  of  our 
colonial  troops  i  The  work  done  by 
the  Imperial  Light  Horse  and  Thomey- 
croft's  Horse  mts  been  most  excellent. 
They  are  soldiers  of  whom  we  need  never 
bo  ashamed.  Well,  I  have  also  heard  of 
the  difficulties  raised  by  the  Jameson 
raid.  I  do  not  wish  for  a  moment  to 
defend  the  Jameson  raid  and  the  part 
played  in  it  by  Mr.  Rhodes.  That  is 
imdoubtedly  the  weak  spot  in  the  whole 
South  African  case.  But  it  must  not  be 
forgotten  what  led  to  this  raid.  I 
remember  that  when  the  Greeks  talked 
about  raiding  Crete  it  was  not  considered 
a  very  great  crime.  And  I  also  remember 
a  certain  telegram  that  was  sent  which  did 
not  show  that  raiding  was  always  an 
iniquity.  As  to  the  raid  being  put  for- 
ward as  an  excuse  for  the  arming  of  the 
Truisvaal,  I  may  say  that  I  was  much 
interested  in  what  I  heard  on  the  subject 
when  I  was  there.  I  must  candidly  say 
that  there  was  no  concealment  about  the 
arming.  It  was  common  talk.  I  saw 
some  of  the  men  come  in  and  walk  off 
again  armed  with  their  guns  ;  and 
luthough  many  thought  then  that  war 
might  be  averted,  toe  natural  feeling 
was  that  war  had  been  talked  of  for 
a  long  time.  The  point  has  been 
riused  and  referred  to  many  times, 
whether  the  war  was  inevitable.  Of 
course  this  also  is  quite  an  academic 
question.  It  does  not  matter  much 
whether  it  was  inevitable  or  not  so  far  as 
getting  done  with  it  as  soon  as  possible 
IS  concerned.  But  the  subject  should  be 
carefully  considered  when  the  war  is  prac- 
tically over — what  were  the  circumstances 
which  ted  up  to  it  1  First  of  aJl,  there  is 
the  great  question  of  race  hatred  and  the 
corruption  of  the  Boer  Government.  In 
this  connection  I  think  it  is  really  re- 
markable, as  instancing  the  state  of  affairs 
that  has  existed  in  the  Transvaal,  that  a 
large  number  of  the  wives  and  families  of 
Boers  resident  there,  as  well  as  in  the 
Orange  Free  State,  have  absolutely  been 
sent  down  to  Capetown  in  order  to  be  in 
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safe  keeping  during  the  war.  Now  we 
can  see  the  abominable  conditio.:  o£ 
things  the  country  is  in  when  the  Boers 
have  to  send  their  own  wives  and  families 
down  to  British  territory  to  be  protected 
from  their  own  kindred,  whose  character 
is  to  kill  and  destroy.  One  other  ques- 
tion to  consider  is  as  to  the  future  of 
these  nations.  It  is  too  early  to  talk  of 
the  future ;  but  we  must  be  careful  to- 
protect  the  colonists,  and  to  make  it  clear 
that  wo  are  determined  that  this  state 
of  things  shall  nbver  happen  again.  In 
dealing  with  South  Africa  we  have 
never  permanently  known  our  own 
mind.  "  We  have  been  continually 
changing  our  policy,  first  holding, 
the  country  and  then  giving  it  back,  and 
the  loyal  inhabitants  have  suffered  in 
consequence.  We  must  be  absolutely 
supreme  over  the  whole  of  these  Ke- 
publics,  as  we  shall  have  no  abiding  peace 
until  the  Boer  rule  is  al)3olutely  gone. 
To  refer  for  one  moment  to  the  Amend- 
ment proper.  I  think  there  are  many  (rf 
us  who  will  agree  with  me  that  successive 
Governments  have  neglected  their  duty 
in  regutl  to  the  preparations  we  should 
have  made  in  South  Africa.  The  present 
Government  will  agree  now  that  not 
enough  has  been  done  to  prepare  for  this 
serious  war — not  only  by  themselves,  but 
by  their  predecessors..  We  have  not  done 
what  we  might  have  done  since  1881.  But 
that  is  no  reason  for  adopting  this  Amend- 
ment, forthatwould  certainly  meanachangc 
of  Government.  And  whom  should  we- 
put  iu  instead  %  W«  should  have  to  put 
those  in  position  and  power  who  have  been 
worse  than  thisGovemment  have  I>een,and 
that  would  be  a  leap  from  the  frying-paa 
into  the  fire.  Some  of  our  opponents  seem 
to  think  that  we  arc  fond  of  war ;  but 
there  is  not  an  hon.  Member  on  either 
side  uf  the  House  who  does  not  hope  that 
this  war  should  l>e  brought  to  an  end. 
There  are  some  of  us  who  have 
our  sons  engaged  in  it,  whose 
lives  are  in  imminent  danger ;  and 
we  all  feel,  M-ith  the  hon.  and  learned 
MemW  for  South  Shields,  that  this  is  a 
just  war,  despite  its  pains  and  penalties^ 
We  must  not  shrink  from  our  duties,, 
any  more  than  our  ancestors  shamk  from, 
the  duties  that  were  placed  upon  them^ 
and  we  must  not  falter  in  our  deter- 
mination to  bring  the  struggle  to  a 
successful  issue.  Having  done  that^ 
the  future  of  South  Africa  will  be  a 
great  one.     By  temporising  now,  we 
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are  only  putting  off  the  evil  day,  and  I 
trust,  therefore,  that,  in  the  interests  of 
the  country,  as  veil  as  in  the  interests  of 
the  soldiers  whose  lives  are  at  stak^ 
the  Grovemment  will  do  their  utmost,  in 
every  way,  to  strengthen  their  hands,  and 
not  l>e  wrapped  up  in  the  carping  cri- 
ticisms that  we  bear  in  certain  quarters. 
Patriotism,  I  believe,  will  rise  supreme 
over  party  feeling,  and  although  I  am 
sorry  that  we  have  not  taken  the  advice 

Fi-offered  of  ending  the  debate  at  once — 
candidly  say  I  shoiUd  have  been  only 
too  glad  not  to  have  spoken  at  all — the 
time  has  come  when  the  only  criticism  on 
the  Government,  while  the  war  lasts, 
should  be  such  criticism  as  will  tend  to 
rouse  them  to  prosecute  it  with  their 
whole  energy. 

SiREDWARDGREY(Northumberland, 
Benfick)  :  Some  hon.  Members  and  some 
nrgansof  publicopinion  outside  havesought 
to  produce  the  impression  that  it  would 
have  been  impossible  for  this  debate  to 
lie  initiated  or  to  be  continued  if  those 
who  took  part  in  it  -  appreciated  the 
seriousness  of  the  situation  m  which  the 
country  is  placed.  I  do  not  follow  that 
reasoning.  It  is  the  seriousness  of  the 
sitnatiou  which  has  produced  this  debate. 
1  certainly — and  I  doubt  whether  any 
hon.  Meralwrs  of  longer  experience  than 
mine  can  do  so — cannot  remember  any 
time  at  which  anyone  who  took  ^rt  in 
debate  in  the  House  took  part  in  it  under 
a  sense  of  such  strict  obligation  to  open 
his  whole  thought  on  the  matter  of  the  war. 
One  of  the  advantages  of  the  Amendment 
is  that  it  makes  that  emiy.  But  it  is  not 
easy  to  speak  with  the  perfect  freedom 
with  which  we  ought  to  speak  in  such  a 
serious  matter  without  running  the  risks 
of  alienating  some  friends  and  of  offending  , 
more  than  usual  the  susceptibilities  of 
8orae  opponents.  The  first  thing  I  wish 
to  say  to  the  House  is  one  which  I  think  \ 
will  meet  with  general  acceptance.  I 
recognise  that  the  speech  of  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  is  one  which  , 
has  given  great  support  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  re(»)gmBe  that  he  made  some 
pants  against  this  Amendment  with 
f^ftl  force,  though  I  think  his  skill  con- 
tributed greater  force  to  those  points  than 
they  were  entitled  to  if  considered  only 
I'y  the  impartial  mind ;  but  I  wish  to 
wpreas  my  gratitude  to  him,  because  he 
^  percepm>ly  raised  my  own  spirits. 


,  It  is  true  that  it  was  mainly  a  depart- 
mental speech ;  it  dealt  in  detail  with 
I  important  matters,  but  they  were  mainly 
I  departmental  matters.  It  could  not  range 
I  over  some  of  the  wider  issues  of  this 
question ;  it  could  not  take  the  place  of 
'  the  rei^nsible   statemen*;   made  by  a 
'  Cabinet  Minister  on  the  whole  situation  ; 
I  but  it  has  done  something  to  lift  the 
'  gloom.    It  is  the  first  thing  that  has  hap- 
I  pened  since  the  Leader  of  the  House 
spoke  at  Manchester  in  any  way  to  dispel 
I  the  gloom  which  has  fallen  on  the  country 
I  ever  since.    For  that  we  are  grateful.  I 
<  will  not  enter  into  detail  on  the  hon. 
!  Member^s  speech.    I  said  that  I  was  con- 
scious of  the  seriousness  of  the  situation. 
Let  me  clear  one  matter  out  of  the  way 
I  at  the  beginning.    There  is  one  thing, 
and  one  thing  only,  in  this  situation  on 
;  which  I  look  with  a  thoroughly  light 
'  heart,  and  that  is  the  differences  o 
opinion   which    may  exist  among  th< 
Opposition.     There  are  differences  ol 
\  opinion.    We  are  all  agreed  that  there 
j  has    been    great    mismanagement  on 
I  the  yaxt  of  the  Government.    But  we 
i  reco^se  that  we  have  difierences  of 
;  opinion  with  regard  Co  the  merits  of  the 
:  war ;  and  this  Amendment  was  not  in- 
I  tended  to  cover  all  those  differences  of 
I  opinion  or  to  conceal  them.    I  freely  ad- 
j  mit  that  I  am  unable  to  bestride  the 
I  chasm  that  separates    my    hon.  and 
j  learned  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Shields  and  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
'  the  Member  for  the  Dumfries  Burgh«. 
I  do  not  know  whether  to  rejoice  most 
that  I  am  most  closely  associated  with 
the  sentiments  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  South  Shields,  or  to  regret 
that  I  am  so  far  separated  from  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Dumfries.  But 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Dum- 
fries rendered  one  very  valuable  service 
by  his  speech.    I  have  said  that  this 
Amendment  was  not  brought  forward  for 
purely  party  purposes.    I  think  that 
everyone  who  listened  to  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dumfries  and  heard 
his  emphatic  denunciation  of  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  inquire  into  the  raid 
and  all  its  procee^ngs,  and  who  re- 
membered how  that  committee  was  com- 
posed,   will   be   the   first   to  realise 
that    it    was    not    for   partj^  pur- 
poses that  this  debate  was  initiated. 
The  Amendment  is  undoubtedly  a  vote  of 
want  of    confidence.      Does  anyone, 
exaodning  his  own  mind  strictly  oa 
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this  matter,  deny  that  the  reputation  of 
the  Grovemment  for  foresight,  grasp,  and 
efficiency,  has  been  greatly  impaired  hy 
the  events  of  the  last  few  months  t  It 
has  )>een  inmured ;  and  it  has  to  be  re- 
deemed. This  Amendment  is  the  ex- 
pression of  our  sense  of  the  tremendous 
extent  to  which  our  confidence  has  been 
impaired ;  but  it  leaves  to  us  the  earnest 
and  sincere  hope  that  that  reputation 
may  yet  be  redeemed.  [Hon,  Members  : 
Oh':]  I  hear  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  throw  some  doubt  on  the 
sincerity  of  that  hope. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  Geoi^e's, 
Hanover  Square)  :  I  said  that  the  Amend- 
ment would  not  leave  you  with  the  hope 
you  express  if  you  were  to  carry  it. 

SiK  EDWARD  GREY :  Yes,  Sir.  but 
a  Government  whose  reputation  has  once 
been  impaired  must  l>e  prepwed  to  stand 
criticism,  and  its  first  opportunity  of 
doing  something  to  redeem  its  r^mtation 
is  to  meet  that  criticism  in  a  better  spirit 
than  has  yet  been  shown.    That  oppor- 
tunity, at  any  rate,  this  Amendment  pro- 
vides.   But  first  let  me  say  to  the  House 
that  I  wish  to  justify  myself  for  having  ' 
expressed  an  earnest  hope  that  that  repu- 1 
tation  would  be  redeemed.    We  cannot 
withhold  our  censure  for  what  has  passed, 
but  we  are  prepared  to  give  the  Govern-  i 
ment  our  help  in  the  future.     [Hon.  i 
Members  :  Oh  !]  I  wish  to  be  honest  with  j 
the  House,  and  to  let  the  House  and  the  | 
Government  know  exactly  for  what  we  I 
blame  them,  and  exactly  what  the  value 
of  our  support  in  the  future  is  likely  to 
This  Amendment,  though  it  is  a 


be. 


vote  of  want  of  confidence,  does  not  mean 
any  desire  to  reverse  the  policy  of  the 
Qovemment,  or  to  weaken  the  pros^ution 
of  the  war.  We  are  prepared  to  help  to 
prosecute  the  war  to  the  end.  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  sought  to  de- 
preciate the  value  of  the  help  which  we 
might  give  by  insinuating  —for  that  is  the  i 

£ roper  word  to  use—that  that  help  would  ■ 
e  very  limited  ;  that  it  would  stop  at  a  ■ 
certain  point ;  that  it  would  stop  when  , 
the  Boers  were  expelled  from  British  terri- 1 
tory.  There  is  no  warrant  for  that  assump- 1 
tion.  It  was  a  construction  of  his  own  upon  j 

Sir  Edward  Orry. 


the  words  used.  [Hon.  Members:  No, 
no.]  I  am  willing  to  refer  him  to  other 
words,  if  he  pleases,  not  uttered  from  this 
bench,  but  by  a  most  important  Member 
of  the  party  on  this  side  of  the  House. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  West 
Fife,  speaking  on  no  light  and  trivial 
occasion  from  a  ^rty  point  of  view — at  a 
meeting  of  the  National  Liberal  Federa- 
tion— described  in  glowing  language  his 
sense  of  the  issue  that  was  at  stake.  He 
said  that  in  this  war  the  fate  of  the 
whole  Empire  was  at  stake  ;  and  that  we 
must  press  on  until  the  British  flag  was 
flying  at  Johannesburg  and  Pretoria. 
Well,  Sir,  I  think  that  is  a  statement  as 
far-reaching  as  the  ri^t  hon.  Gentleman 
could  wish  for. 

Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR:  I  entirely 
agree.  If  that  statement  represents  the 
policy  of  the  right  bon.  Gentleman  the 

Leader  of  the  Opposition  I  have  no 
criticism  whatever  to  offer  upon  it. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  I  have  given 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  some  instances 
of  the  value  of  the  support  likely  to  come 
from  this  side  of  the  House.  I  have  not 
yet  given  my  own  definition  v&  the  objects 
to  be  attained  by  the  war.  The  primary 
object  of  this  war — or  of  the  policy  which 
has  ended  in  this  war — was  not  to  drive 
the  Boers  from  British  territon*,  because 
they  were  not  on  British  territory  at  that 
time.  The  primary  object  was  not  to 
plant  the  British  flag  at  Johannesbui^  or 
Pretoria.  There  are  those  who  think 
these  two  things  must  be  the  results  of 
the  ww;  but  they  were  not  the 
primary  objects  of  the  war.  Then  what 
were  the  objects  oi  the  war  ?  The  objects 
which  I  wish  to  see  attained,  and  in 
attaining  which  I  pledge  myself  to  give 
my  utmost  support  to  the  Government, 
are  mainly  two.  Others  may  arise  after- 
wards, but  there  are  only  two  which  it  is 
necessary  for  us  to  bear  in  mind  at  the 
present  moment.  The  first  is  equal  rights 
between  white  men  in  South  Africa.  By 
that  I  mean  that  never  again,  as  far  as  it 
is  humanly  possible  to  prevent  it,  shall  a 
situation  arise  in  any  part  of  the  British 
sphere  in  South  Ahica  in  which  a  modem 
industrial  community  shall  be  placed 
by  any  possibility  under  the  heel 
(»    an    anttquatea    minority  domi 
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nated  by  prejudice  and  governed  by 
corruption.  Let  us  make  that  impossible ; 
let  us  ensure  that  into  whatever  districts 
South  A&ica  may  be  divided,  whatever 
arbitrary  divisions  there  may  be,  in  no 
circumstances  whatever  shall  the  govern- 
ment be  out  of  sympathy  with  the 
majority  of  the  white  inhabitants.  The 
second  object  is  this- — that  never  again 
in  South  Africa  shall  it  be  possible  for  an 
arsenal  to  be  formed,  and  an  accumulation 
of  military  material  to  be  made,  under 
any  control  except  British  control.  Those 
are  the  objects  in  view ;  that  is  the  end 
to  be  attained.  To  that  end  the  Govern- 
ment wm  have  our  support. 

Hon.  MEBiBERS:  Oh! 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  For  whom  do 
you  speak  1 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  I  have  quoted 
instances  of  the  support  likely  to  be 
given  to  the  Government,  but  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  chooses  to  challenge 
me,  of  course  I  speak  only  for  myself. 
I  am  perfectly  certain,  however,  that  on 
this  side  of  the  House  the  large  amount 
of  support  given  to  those  objects  is  such 
that  it  justifies  us  in  saying  to  the  world 
at  large  that,  in  prosecuting  thwe  two 
objects,  the  support  of  the  House 
and  the  support  of  the  country  will 
be  given  to  the  Government.  Well, 
Sir,  one  thing  more  al>out  the 
Amendment.  The  question  of  the  merits 
of  the  war  has  been  discussed  on  this 
Amendment.  Of  course  that  question 
comes  well  within  the  four  comers  of  the 
Amendment,  but  it  is  not  a  necessary  part 

of  the  Amendment.  The  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dumfries  made  a  speech 
yesterday  so  clear,  so  earnest,  and  so 
emphatic  that  he  has  laid  upon  others  the 
necessity  of  being  equally  clear,  earnest, 
and  emphatic.  I  do  not  wish  to  extend 
the  scope  of  the  debate  by  arguing  this 
question ;  and  therefore  I  will  ask  the 
House  to  allow  me  simply  to  state  my 
own  view,  and  to  leave  argument  on  this 
point  to  another  time.  I  nave  argued  it 
elsewhere,  and  I  am  prepared  to  do  so 
agun;  but  there  are  more  important 
matters  now  before  us  than  the  merits  of 
the  origin  of  the  war.     I  have  stated 


elsewhere,  but  I  will  state  a^ain,  that  in 
my  opinion  we  are  in  the  right  in  this 
war.  It  is  a  just  war.  It  is  a  war  which 
has  been  forced  upon  this  country.  I 
never  will  subscribe  for  one  moment  to 
what  is  so  freely  stated  out  of  doors  that 
in  this  contest  the  Boer  Government,  that 
oligarchy  with  its  picturesque  but  anti- 
quated prejudices,  but  whose  agents  of 
Government  were  corrupt  —  that  that 
Govermnent  still  stands  for  freedom 
and  liberty  in  South  Africa.  That  is 
intolerable,  and  I  shall  never  subscribe  to 
that,  and  I  am  willing  to  say  I  throw  po 
odium  on  the  Government  for  having  pro- 
voked an  unjust  war — I  do  not  believe 
that  they  have  provoked  the  war— and  I 
am  willing  to  cheer  them  in  their  task.  The 
arguments  which  I  have  used  elsewhere  I 
need  not  repeat.  I  pass  now  to  the  heart 
of  the  Amendment.  Well,,  it  is  said  that 
this  Amendment,  proposed  at  this  early 
period  of  the  session,  will  open  the  flootl- 
I  gates  of  public  criticism ;  and  it  is  re- 
I  markable  that  those  who  are  most  given  to 
j  criticise  the  Government  are  those  who  are 
i  most  given  to  indulging  in  this  reproach ; 
!  it  is  they  who  tell  us  that  this  Amend- 
j  ment  opens  the  floodgates  of  criticism. 
I  Well,  the  organs  to  which  I  refer  are 
I  not  entitled  to  a  monopoly  oi  criticism  o£ 
I  the  Grovemment,  and  it  hardly  rests  with 
I  them  to  say  that  this  Amendment  opens 
the  floodgates.  I  must  appeal  to  the 
whole  House  at  large  whether  in  this 
matter,  supposing  no  Amendment  had 
been  moved  from  the  front  bench  at  all, 
it  would  have  been  possible  for  the 
Government  to  begin  the  session  without 
a  large  discussion.  I  hope  that  this 
^  Amendment  will  serve  the  purpose  of 
clearing  the  air,  and  that  it  will  at  least 
supply  ample  opportunity  to  all  sides  of 
the  House  for  expressing  their  views  so 
that  the  House  may,  after,  as  I  have 
said,  the  air  has  been  cleared,  go  on  to 
business.  But  consider  the  position 
those  of  us  who  are  anxious  to  support 
the  Government  in  the  way  I  have  stated 
in  the  future  would  have  been  in — con- 
sider the  position  we  should  have  been  in, 
having  supported  the  Government,  if  we 
had  withheld  our  criticism,  if  we  had  kept 
it  in  reserve  with  the  intention  of  bring- 
ing it  out  at  the  most  inconvenient  time 
we  could  find  afterwards.  I  think  it  is 
better,  much  better,  that  the  critidsm 
which  we  have  to  make  should  be  made 
now.  We  can,  therefore,  having  made 
our  criticism  now,  give  our  support  to  the 
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Govci'unient  in  carrying  on  this  war  with  i  the  Treasury,  or  any  Minister  of  that 
less  apprehenraoii  of  being  misunderstood  '  rank,  dealt  with  the  situation  before  the 
than  if  we  i^ithheld  it  until  the  period  I  \  session  liegan  in  the  spirit  in  which  it  has 

have  suggested.  Will  this  discussion  do  been  dealt  with  to-uight  by  the  Under 
any  hann,  any  real  harm-  -is  it  doing  any  Sceretaiy  it  wiiuld  have  taken  away  from 


real  harm — to  the  interests  of  the 
country  ?  The  Under  Secretary  for  War 
told  us  in  the  coui-se  of  his  speech  that  it 
would  delay  the  statement  which  he  was 


many  of  us  the  impulse  and  the  necessity" 
to  say  some  of  the  things  which  wo  have 
hacl  to  say  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
But  the  speech  which  the  First  Lord  of  the 


prepared  to  make  to  the  House  as  regards  i  Ti-easury  marie  at  Manchester  was  one 
the  future.  I  was  delighted  to  hear  him  j  which  caused,  not,  I  think,  to  mo  alone, 
allude  to  the  future.  The  Under  Secretary  !  the  greatest  pain  that  any  public  utter- 
told  us  that  he  is  to  make  this  important  j  ance  has  cmsed  for  some  considerable 
statement,  and  T  am  glad,  and  I  am  sure  |  time.  Wliat  was  the  situation  ? 
the  House  is  glad,  that  that  statement  is  i 

to  be  left  in  such  skilful  hands  -in  bands  I     yi^^  x.  J.  BALFOUR  made  a  remark 
so  congenial  to  the  House.     Is  the  Under  !  ^^hieh  was  inaudible. 
Secretary  prerwred  to  make  that  state- 1 

mentnow?    When  the  Secretary  of  State  |  „T^,*iT»mT  xt         i  >  • 

was  asked  in  another  phice  whether  he  I  SlR  KDAVARDGREY:  Yes,  and  the  im- 
was  prepared  to  make  a  statement  of  the  '  F«**si<*"  speech  made,  general  as  the 
kind  referred  to  by  the  Under  Secretary  i  impression  was,  still  remains,  because  we 
he  replied  that  he  was  not  in  a  position  to  have  had  nothing  better  than  that  speech 
name  a  day  for  the  debate.  j  from  any  Cabinet  Minister  since.  "What 

.r     .    1-  « . ,  „.   „  '  was  the  situation  i    The  situation  in 

emptv.  The  House  was  ^^ht  hon.  C4entleman  spoke 

I  was  this.    The  country  had  been  disap- 

MK.WYNDHAM:Itis  notu8ualto'r"'*^'  ^t""^  dismayed-w^l^  per- 
make  such  a  statement  in  another  place.  '        <li8raayed  is  too  strong  a  word  but 

,  the  country  was  deeply  pained  by  the 
Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  The  Secretary  j  misfortunes  which  had  taken  phui.  It 
of  State  did  not  say  that.  But  there  is  a  i  ^^^^  ^een  disappointed  beyond  all  mea- 
more  important  question  than  that.  The  !  sure  by  the  course  of  events  in  South 
question  is,  Is  this  discussion  delaying  j  Africa.  The  country  was  anxioUB  about 
any  work  that  is  to  Iw  done  ?  i  the  course  of  events  and  about  the  fate  of 

'  certain  positions  then  in  danger.  The 
Mr.  a.  j.  BALFOUR ;  No.  i  country  in  this  critical  time  was  looking 

;  to  the  first  speech  of  a  responsible  Mini- 
Sm  EDWARD  CJKEY :  If  that  be  so,  ster  -  it  wa.s  looking  with  anxiety  for  a 

then  I  think  that  does  clear  us  from  the  '  f?""'^'^  '""I'^l 

-         .      .  tion  in  which  the  countrv   was  placed, 

most  senous  charge.  Oi»- action  is  not  ^  „  looking  for  a  serious  statement 
delaying  the  work,  and  the  Leader  of  the  |  as  to  what  the  means  that  were  to  be 
House  assured  us  of  that.  The  public '  taken  for  the  future  were  likely  to 
interest,  therefore,  will  not  suffer,  though  ;  be.  If  a  statement  had  been  raa^e,  if 
the  interest  of  the  debate  may  suffer.  As  [  there  had  been  an  acknowledgment 
to  the  debate,  that  is  a  matter  which ,  inistakes   had   been  committed, 

*      .1.  I.    J    r  i_   Tr  i»       1  that  the  members  of  the  Government, 

rests  in  the  hands  of  the  House  itself  as  a  .  ^^^^  ^  conscious  of  these  mistakes, 
whole.  Having  cleared  up  that  point,  let '  and  understand  them  better  than  any- 
me  tell  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  who  ■  body  else,  ^ve^e  prepared  to  draw  from 
expressed  suprise  in  regarrl  to  this  Amend- '  the  past  the  lessons  of  experience  neces- 
ment,  that  in  my  opinion  those  who  are  |  ^^^i'  ^  redeem  the  future,  anxiety  would 

naanAno.'i.i<.  *««  ♦U-  1  I  faavo  bcon  somewhat  relieved.  But  in- 
responsible  for  the  very  large  amount  of'       i   f  .1  ,  .1.     ■  1.^  1.      ^  ^1 

^  ^     ...      ,     \       t  ,1  stead  of  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

support  which  the  Amendment  has  !  ^is  speech  did  not  deal  with  the  situa- 
received  are  his  own  colleagues.  Had  the  :  tion  from  that  point  of  view — he  did  not 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  |  review  it  as  a  whole.   He  made  a  speech 

Sit  Edward  Grey. 
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which  had  an  mr  of  pleasantry  and 
fatalism  about  it,  and  inspired  general 
distrust.  It  is  not  an  unfair  summaiy  of 
that  speech  to  say  that  it  amounted  to 
this — that  nothing  that  happened  could 
have  been  foreseen,  or  else  the  Grovern- 
ment  would  have  foreseen  it.  The 
Government  took  refuge  behind  all  sorts 
of  defences  —  behinci  public  opinion, 
behind  "  the  man  in  the  street,"  behind 
the  Oppontion.  They  hare  now  t«ken 
refuge  behind  Uie  Treasury  and  behind 
the  British  ConBtitution.  Sir,  we  do  not 
want  a  shower  of  excuses  of  the  kind. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  began  his 
speech  by  saying  that  the  Government 
had  nothing  to  apologise  for — that  was 
the  last  thing  the  country  expected— and 
this  was  followed  by  one  reason  after 
another  for  not  having  foreseen  events. 
The  facts  could  not  bo  denied,  and  these 
reasons  were  simply  excuses.  I  remember 
one  passage  in  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
speech  in  which  he  dwelt  ^vith  great 
emphasis  upon  the  difficulty  of  sending 
out  troops  earlier  to  South  Africa,  and 
he  said  tliis  was  not  done  liecause  it  was 
feared  they  would  not  have  the  support 
of  public  opinion. 

.Mr.  X.  J.  BALFOUK :  No.  Tf  1  re 
member  that  speech  rightly — and  I  won't 
repeat  the  whole  argument — what  I  said 
was  this.  I  had  believed  that  war  was 
improbable,  and  that,  under  those  circum- 
stances, it  would  ha^'c  been  most  un- 
reasonable to  destroy  the  chances  of 
diplomacy  by  sending  troops  prematurely 
to  South  Africa.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, who  says  he  has  road  my  speech  so 
many  times,  will  in  that  case  quote  it 
accurately. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  The  impres- 
sion I  gained  from  the  speech  was  cer- 
tainly that.  If  1  can  find  the  quotation 
aftenvards  1  will  give  it  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  but  1  am  sure  I  am  in  the 
recollection  of  the  whole  country  that 
statements  have  been  made  on  behalf  of 
the  Government  that  they  were  unable  to 
go  in  advance  of  public  opinion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Quote  them 
from  my  speech. 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  Here  is  the 

quotation  -■ 

"SnpposinK" — said  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man—" we  had  oonie  to  Parliament  in  the 
middle  of  Aagiut  and  said, '  VVe  want  you  to 
vote  UB  immense  sapplCTientary  eatimateH  tor 
the  j>roviBion  of  immediate  transport  to  South' 
Africa,  we  want  you  to  call  out  the^  Re»er\'es, 
and  we  want  you  to  embody  the  Militia,'  what 
wouUl  have  been  the  reply— not  of  t  e  Oppo«i- 
tion  alone,  not  of  the  men  who  merely  exist— 
politically  exiHt,  I  mean— to  take  advantage, 
Home  aignmentative  or  controversial  ul- 
vantage,  of  the  Govemnient  that  bappeiis  ti> 
he  in  power— what  would  have  been  said  hy 
the  great  inatw  of  moderate  opinion,  both  on 
tlie  other  Hide  and  on  our  own  side  of  thu 
House,  if  we  had  made  such  a  proposition  aw 
that  t  1  think  I  have  enough  knowledge  of  the 
House  of  Commons  to  tell  you  what  would  have 
been  said.  They  would  have  said,  in  the  linit 
place,  'The  proposals  tou  make  to  us  are  incon- 
veuieut  mid  vary  costly.' " 

Surely,  Sir,  that  is  public  opinion. 

Mr.  A.J.  BALFOUR :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  missed  out  the  important  passage. 
If  he  will  read  the  preceding  part  he  will 
see  that  that  is  hypothetical.  I  have  not 
got  the  speech  here,  nor  have  I  looked  at 
It  since  it  was  delivered,  but  I  feel  sure 
that  he  will  find  that  that  is  hypotheticaL 
What  I  said  was  that  we  did  not  believe 
that  war  was  likely  or  probfd>le,  but  that 
if  we  had  held  a  different  opinion  from 
the  one  we  did  hold,  we  should  have  been 
met  with  those  statements. 

Sir  EDTYARD  GREY:  The  nght 
hon.  Gentleman  has  excited  my  sym- 
pathy ;  he  has  not  read  the  report  of  his 
own  s|)eeche8.  I  maintain  that  the  hypo- 
thesis is  exactly  what  1  had  put.  It  is 
that  if  you  had  taken  a  certain  course^ 
public  opinion  would  have  said  to  you 
that  it  is  inconvenient  

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hope  the 
hon.  Gentleman  will  not  think  I  am 
unduly  interrupting  him.  I  certainly  do 
not  mean  to  do  so.  But  he  is  repeating 
a  criticism — 1  will  not  say  a  foolish 
criticism,  but  one  which  I  think  has  been 
illegitimately  passed  iwon  me — namely^ 
the  assumption  that  I  stated  as  a  fsict 
what  I  stated  as  a  h3rpotheBia.  It  was  a 
hypothesis. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  Very  well. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Then  do  not 
state  it  as  a  fact.    Do  not  say  that  we 

ThMDay. 
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were  influenced  by  fear  of  public  opinion, 
or  of  the  House  of  Commons,  when,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  we  were  not  influenced 
bj  it. 

EDWARD  GREY :  WeB,  aU  I 
can  say  is  that  it  is  a  great  pity  that  the 
r^ht  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  take  the 
course  which  he  says  was  a  hypothetical 
course.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  cer- 
tainly did  shelter  himself  behind  the  man 
in  the  street.  He  said  he  had  no  more 
oj^rtunity  of  knowing  the  intentions  of 
the  Transvaal  than  the  man  in  the  street. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  regards 
going  to  war,  yes. 

Sir  EDWARD*  grey  :  Yes.  It  used 
to  be,  I  think,  one  of  the  great  merits  of 
the  old  diplomacy  that  it  prided  itself  on 
knoMring,  or  on  an  intelligent  anticipa- 
tion of,  the  intentions  of  those  with  whom 
it  was  dealing.  Now,  in  this  matter  the 
Government  were  the  trustees  for  the 
nation,  and  it  is  not  for  them  as  trustees 
to  say  that  those  whose  interests  they 
held  in  trust  know  no  better  than  them- 
selves. I  will  not  labour  those  two 
points,  but  I  do  resent  the  British  Con- 
stitution being  brought  into  the  matter. 
The  British  Constitution  would  lend  itself 
to  excusing  anything  whieh  could  be 
desired.  It  is  easy  to  proTe  on  paper 
that  the  British  Constitution  makes  any- 
thing impossible  and  is  absolutely  un- 
workable. But  the  British  Constitution 
is  the  most  pliable  and  the  most  efficient 
institution  in  the  hands  of  a  powerful 
Government.  With  the  British  Constitu- 
tion a  powerful  Grovenimeiit,  with  such  a 
majority  as  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  has 
had,  could  have  done  anything,  and  our 
complaint  against  them — a  complaint  I 
have  brought,  not  merely  in  respect  to 
this  matter,  but  others  also — is  that 
they  have  not  ventured  to  tiae  l^eir  large 
majority  as  they  might  have  done.  They 
have  hoarded  it ;  they  have  endeavoured 
to  preserve  it  rather  than  to  make 
the  use  of  it  which  circumstances 
demanded.  And  that  has  brought 
us  to  this  point.  If  we  are  in 
the  right  in  this  war,  how  does 
it  come  about  that  the  country  is  in  such 
trouble  ?  [Hon.  Members  :  Oh  !J  Hold- 
ing as  I  do  that  we  are  in  the  right,  1  am 
entitled  to  ask,  Why  are  we  in  such 
trouble  t   There  was  not  foresight  in  the 

J/r.  A.  J.  Bal/tmr.  > 


negotiations.  I  should  like  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  explain  how  it  was 
that  he  came  in  his  speech  at  Manchester 
to  say  that  there  was  in  his  mind  a  pro- 
bability that  the  negotiations  in  which 
they  were  en^ged  might  tide  over  war 
for  a  year.  Supporting  the  Government 
with  regard  to  these  negotiations,  I  never 
for  a  moment  imagined  that  all  last 
summer,  when  we  were  discussing  this 
question,  any  one  in  the  Cabinet,  in  their 
minds,  thought  perhaps  that  a  year  stood 
between  them  and  war.  That,  Sir,  is  the 
greatest  condemnation  which  could  have 
been  made  by  any  Minister  of  his  own 
policy.  If  the  nature  of  them  was  so 
aelicate  and  narrow  as  that  the  negotia- 
tions would  only  stave  off  war  for  a  year, 
why  were  the  negotiations  entered  upon 
with  so  little  preparation  1  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  does  not  dispute  that 
construction  of  his  speech.  I  have  the 
quotation  here. 

Mr.  a  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  re- 
member it,  but  I  should  like  very  much 
to  hear  it. 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  This  is  it— 

"  I  do  not  say  that  yoa  might  not  find  here 
and  there  Honie  prophet  of  evil  who  totd  as 
that,  as  soon  as  the  grass  grew,  the  Boers  and 
their  horses  would  be  in  the  6eld.  But  if  yon 
considered,  as  we  had  to  consider,  the  balance 
of  coni[>etent  opinion  upon  South  African  Ques- 
tions, while  few  men  were  rash  enougn  to 
haitard  the  prophecy  that  South  African  qoea- 
tions  would  ultimately  culminate  in  war,  for 
the  present,  at  all  events,  the  probatnlity  was 
that  we  should  obtain  such  ri^ts  for  the 
Uitlanders  in  the  Transvaal  as  should  tide 
over  the  present  year,  the  present  dilBcolty, 
till  perhaps  a  period  arrived  when,  either  by 
accident  or  design,  It  might  suit  the  Boer 
leaders  to  precipitate  the  struggle  from  which 
they  hoped,  but  vainly  hoped,  to  re^  so  much 
for  their  national  advanta^" 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  And  you  call 
that  tiding  it  over  for  a  single  year. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  What  I  said 
was  that  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  had 
stated  that  there  was  a  probability  that 
it  might  be  tided  over  for  the  present 
year. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  given  my  quotation.  I 
have  nothing  more  to  say.   I  accept  it. 
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Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  It  is  the  only 
conclusion,  I  think,  to  draw  from  that 
quotation,  that  possibly  the  negotiations 
might  stave  off  war  for  a  year.  [Hon. 
Members  :  No.]  If  there  is  any  mean- 
ing in  words  at  all  it  must  mean  that 
some  preparation  should  have  been  made. 
[Hon.  Members  :  No.]  The  one  thing 
that  could  excuse  want  of  preparation  is 
want  of  knowle'.lge  of  the  Boer  army. 
I  was  delighted  to  hear  from  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  this  evening 
his  comi^ete  exoneration  of  the 
Intelligence  Department.  Too  long 
that  department  has  lain  under  an  un- 
just suspicion,  for  it  now  appears  that  the 
information  it  gave  as  regards  the  men 
and  the  guns  of  the  Boers  was  accurate 
and  complete.  The  question  we  have  to 
ask  is,  Why  did  not  the  Government 
profit  more  by  that  intelligence  1  And 
again.  How  is  it  that  the  Government  are 
so  divided  as  to  the  intelligence  which  was 
given  t  Hon.  Members  seem  surprised 
that  we  on  this  side  of  the  House  »iouid 
be  united  on  this  Amendment.  It  is  far 
more  strange  that  the  Cabinet  cuinot  be 
united  as  to  what  they  were  really  told 
by  the  Intelligence  Department  as  to  the 
armaments  of  the  Boers.  To  come  now 
to  the  military  question.  We  have  been 
told  that  the  generals  have  been  given  a 
free  hand.  I  accept  that  statement  as 
true.  But  I  should  like  to  know  from 
what  time  it  dates.  When  were  the 
^nends  given  a  free  hand  1  What,  for 
instance,  diverted  General  Buller  from  the 
original  plan  t  We  have  been  told  "  the 
unhappy  entanglement  of  Ladysmith." 
Ladysmith,  indeed,  has  been  more  than 
an  unhappy  entanglement — it  has  been 
the  pivot  of  disaster.  Speaking  as  a 
layman,  it  seems  obvious  to  me  that 
the  great  ally  to  have  on  your 
aide  in  war  is  time ;  and  the  most 
formidable  opponent  to  have  against  you 
is  time.  We  assumed  that  in  this  war 
time  woidd  have  been  on  our  side.  But 
the  unhappy  entanglement  of  Ladysmith 
has  put  time  i^ainst  us,  and  has  brought 
us  dLuster.  Where,  then,  is  the  responsi- 
bility to  he  for  that  unhappy  entangle- 
ment 1  The  military  criticism,  made  by 
a  great  military  authority — else  I  would 
not  quote  it — is  that— 

"  The  dispoeilion  of  the  frontier  garrisons 
bail  tfeen  carelettsly  made  in  Soutli  Africa. 
This  disposition  should  have  facilitated  the 


concentration  and  distribotion  of  the  Anny 
Corps  at  whatever  basis  and  upon  whatever 
line  of  advance  the  general  in  chief  m%ht 
choose — in  other  words,  that  the  dispoBltion  of 
the  frontier  garrisons  should  have  conformed 
to  the  needs  of  the  Army  Corps,  but  what 
actually  happeneil  is  that  the  Army  Corps 
had  to  conform  to  the  needs  of  the  frontier 
garrisons." 

What  I  should  like  to  know  is,  was 
that  disposition  of  the  frontier  garri- 
sons in  accord  with  the  instructions 
of  the  military  authorities  at  home  1 
Was  there  any  difference  between  the 
colonial  authorities  and  the  military 
authorities  at  homo  on  that  question  t 
The  responsibility  in  this  matter  is  most 
serious,  and  what  I  ask  is,  was  this  dis- 
position of  the  frontier  garrisons  made 
with  the  entire  consent  of  the  military 
authorities  at  home  1 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes. 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  Then  I  am 
prepared  to  say  the  best  was  done  under 
the  existing  circumstances. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  do  not  wish  to 
interrupt  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  I  think 
he  is  inferring  from  our  assent  more  than 
should  be  properly  inferred*  from  it  with 
regard  to  the  military  authorities  at  home. 
I  ought  to  tell  him  and  the  House  that 
the  defence  of  Glencoe  and  Dundee  was. 
done  on  the  initiative  and  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  late  General  Symons.  I  only 
wish  to  correct  the  hon.  Baronet  if  he 
draws  the  inference  that  that  was  done  on 
the  direction  of  the  military  authorities, 
at  home. 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY :  That  is  im- 
portant. In  the  case  of  a  great  campaign 
the  most  natural  supposition  would  be  that 
the  disposition  of  the  frontier  garrisons 
would  not  have  been  made  by  those  on 
the  spot  without  the  sanction  of  those  at 
home,  upon  whom  rests  the  respmiability 
for  the  arrangements.  Yes,  that  is  not 
unnatural  in  these  days  of  the  telegraph. 
I  gather  that  the  military  authorities  at 
home  were  not  consulted  with  r^ard  to 
Glencoe  and  Dundee. 

Mr,  WYNDHAM :  They  wen  not 
consulted.  We  first  learned  of  the  defence 
of  Glencoe  and  Dundee  from  the  news- 
paper accounts. 

f^ird  Daa^ 
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Sir  EDWARD  GREY  :  I  will  leave 
the  matter  to  be  discussed  by  expert 
military  authorities.  But  it  seems  to  me 
'that  in  the  organising  of  a  great  campaign 
the  people  on  whom  rests  the  responsi- 
bility i<a:  carrying  out  the  campaign 
should  have  exercised  the  closest  scru- 
tiny on  the  disposition  of  the  frontier 
^rrisoHS. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  How  is  it 
to  supervise  an  action  you 
.anticipate  t 


Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  Surely  the: 
campaign  ought  to  have  been  more  care-  1 
iully  planned.  Ought  the  disposition  of  ; 
the  troops  at  the  opening  of  the  campaign  ! 
to  have  been  in  such  a  way  that  the  | 
■authorities  at  home  could  not  anticipate  | 
4in  important  move  ?  But  it  is  impossible 
.to  clear  up  the  matter  this  evening. 

I 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  disUke  very  much  j 
interrupting  the  hon.  Baronet,  but  I  j 
think  he  will  see  that  the  militarv  j 
■authorities  at  home  may  have  their  { 
own  idea  as  to  what  the  disposition  of  j 
the  troops  should  1>e,  and  may  see  that 
that  disposition  is  made.  But  if  the ' 
•officer  in  command  on  the  spot,  on  his 
■own  authority^  alters  that  disposition,  I , 
think  they  would  be  held  to  be  right  in  • 
being  chary  in  interfering  with  his  sub- 1 
.iiequei'tt  movements.  i 

Sir  EDWARD  GREY:  Certainly,  when  | 
the  war  has  begun,  but  not  before  the  war 
has  broken  out.    That  is  the  point  in  ; 
the  disposition  of  the  frontier  garrisons. 
Now,  I  want  to  pass  from  the  milituy  < 
point  to  a  criticism  which  I  think  isj 
very  relevant  and  which  I  think  justifies 
the  position  we  take.    What  is  the  great 
mistake  which  has  been  made  ?   It  is  a 
cheap  reproach  to  bring   against  the 
Opposition  that  they  are  wise  after  the 
event.    Really,  what  we  want  to  be  sure 
about  is  that  the  Government  themselves  ^ 
are  wise  after  the  event.    It  seems  to  me  ' 
that  even  if  it  comes  after  the  event  it  is 
still  worth  some  attention.    What  is  the 
great  mistake  which  has  been  made ' 
throughout  this  South  African  question  1 
It  hasbeen  this.  There  were  two  factors  of 
great  importance  in  the  situation  in  South 
Africa  during  the  last  few  years.  One  was  ' 


the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders,  and  the 
second  was  the  growth  of  the  military 
power  of  the  Transvaal.  Of  those  two 
factors  the  growth  of  the  military  power 
of  the  Transvaal  was  the  more  important, 
but  the  Government  concentrateii  their 
attention  on  the  grievances  of  the  Uit- 
landers. They  ought  to  have  taken  up 
the  question  of  the  growth  of  the  mih- 
tary  power.  They  began  their  negotia- 
tions about  the  Uitlanders.  It  would 
have  been  serious  to  have  such  military 
force  accumulating  in  any  hands  but  our 
own,  or  in  the  hands  of  others,  however 
friendly  they  were.  But  to  have  them 
in  the  hands  of  people  who  were  known  to 
be  ill-disposed  to  us,  who  had  given  us 
evidence  of  their  ill-will  on  many  occa- 
sions, was  a  great  mistake.  AVhy  was  no 
protest  entered  against  the  armaments  ''. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  has  told  us  that  the 
hands  of  the  Government  were  tied  by 
the  raid.  We  never  I'ealised  till  the  last 
few  weeks  the  full  misery  of  the  i-aid. 
We  never  realised  how  much  the  hands 
of  the  Government  were  tied  till  we  had 
speeches  made  telling  us  what  a  large 
share  the  ill-reputation  incurred  hy  the 
raid  has  had  in  preventing  necessary 
action  in  South  Africa.  But  the 
question'  which  lies  M'ich  all  of  us  is 
this :  If  the  consequences  of  the 
raid  were  so  evil,  why  did  not  the 
Government  do  more  at  the  time  to  clear 
us  from  thtwe  evils  ?  Vfhy  the  delay  in 
the  inquiry?  Why  the  repression  and 
the  keeping  back  of  certain  things  when 
the  inquiry  was  completed  ?  I  admit  en- 
tirely the  argument  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouth used  at  the  time  which  weired 
with  the  Committee,  but  I  see  now  the 
pity  that  the  thing  was  not  cleared  up  at 
the  time  it  was  brought  before  the  Com- 
mittee. \Miat  we  fixed  on  were  mere 
dregs,  but  they  ha^'e  made  it  possible  for 
everyone  of  suspicion,  for  everyone  in- 
side this  country  or  outside  of  it  who  is 
ill-disposed  to  the  Government  or  those 
connected  with  the  raid,  to  stir  up  those 
dregs  and  excite  suspicion.  And  when 
the  Committee  was  over  we  felt  the  pity 
of  the  speech  which  was  made  in  del»te, 
the  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secretary,  with 
too  strict  and  narrow  a  definition  of  the 
rules  of  honour — too  narrow  a  definition 
unfortuiutely  at  any  time,  bnt  doubly 
unfortunate  at  that  time  —because  over}' 
word  which  was  used  to  lighten,  to  raiti- 
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gate  the  censure  which  was  being  passed 
on  the  authors  of  the  raid,  every  word 
which  was  used  to  rehabilitate  the 
Authors  of  the  raid,  only  niade  heavier 
the  load  which  the  Government  was 
cjirrying  an<l  which  was  paralysing 
their  action.  Well,  if  they  could  not  for 
^haine  of  the  raid  enter  a  protest  against 
the  arming  of  the  Transvaal,  I  iwk  \v\iy 
did  they  not  put  the  Biitish  poasessions 
in  South  Afri'iJa  in  a  state  of  defence  ? 
If  they  could  not  for  shame  say  to  the 
Transvaal  Government,  "  You  must  cease 
_vour  annameiits,"  why  did  they  net  put 
the  British  possessions  in  a  statu  of  de- 
fence 1  That  brings  mo  Itack  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  First  Loixl  of  the  Treasury 
as  to  the  difficulty  there  would  be  in  send- 
ing troops  earlier.  I  admit  that  difficulty 
After  negotiations,  but  why  was  it  not 
done  before  negotiations  l>egan  ?  Mould 
there  hare  been  a  difficulty  a1>out  public 
opinion  ?  ["  Yes."]  No,  not  if  the 
Government  had  s^tcd  the  facts  of  the 
case.  Yes,  Sir,  public  opinion  in  so 
many  of  these  mattei-s  is  waiting  for  the 
Go^'cniment  to  lead,  but  it  now  turns  out 
lhat  the  Government  have  Iwen  waiting 
to  be  led.  AVhen  the  negotiations  were 
once  conimeneed  it  was  difficult  to  send 
troops,  and  the  hon.  Meml>er  "the  Under- 
-Secretary for  AVar  himself  told  us  how 
ther  felt  hampered  at  the  War  Office 
vhen  negotiations  were  piweeding  in 
:iending  ont  troops.-  I  rememlwr  him 
telling  the  House  in  October,  in  excellent 
language,  that  the  Govenmient  forbore  to 
threaten  while  they  were  committed  to 
persuade.  If  the  (loveninient  had  come 
4lown  to  the  House  in  July  and  announced 
that  they  were  going  to  send  out  troops 
at  once,  I  admit  that  there  would  have 
heen  a  charge  against  them  that  they 
were  imperilling  a  peaceful  issue,  that  the 
issue  between  a  five  and  a  .seven  yeai-s 
franchise  was  not  worth  fighting  al)out. 
That  was  a  false  issue,  but  the  Cxoven)- 
ment  had  started  the  negotiations,  and 
though  I  admit  to  the  full  the  difficulty 
the  negotiations  made  in  putting  our 
possessions  in  a  state  of  defence,  the  diffi- 
cult}' was  one  of  the  Government^  own 
making.  The  mistake  was  that  they  took 
up  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlandcrs, 
knowing  that  there  was  risk  in  the  nego- 
tiations, when  they  ought  before  they 
entered  an  those  negotiations  to  ha^  e  put 
our  possessions  in  a  state  of  defence. 
Now,  Sir,  in  conclusion,  I  have  made  niy 
■criticisms.    I  regret  very  much  that  the 


right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  should  haA  e  thought  that  I 
have  placed  an  unfair  construction  on  his 
words,  but  I  cannot  understand  his 
language  in  any  other  sense  than 
that  I  have  endeavoured  to  convey. 
Whether  this  criticism  of  the  action 
of  the  Government  M'ill  do  hum 
or  good,  and  I  think  it  do  more  good 
than  harm,  it  was  impossible  to  pass  over 
what  has  happened  without  sun'ey.  For 
the  future,  what  is  before  ns  ?  The  prose- 
cution of  the  war  with  vigour,  power, 
and  success  ?  Yes,  but  more  than  that, 
the  taking  of  s\ich  measures  as  mav  pro- 
tect the  country  against  complications  that 
may  arise,  and  ^vhich,  if  they  do  arise, 
shall  find  this  country  in  a  stronger  posi- 
tion. In  all  that  I  will  give  my  help  to 
the  Government,  in  spite  of  the  criticisms 
I  have  passed  upon  them,  and  \t-hich  I  was 
l)Ound  in  honour  to  pass.  In  spite  of 
that,  I  should  like  for  the  future  to  give 
to  the  Government  in  this  question  not 
only  my  help  but  my  confidence.  I 
should  be  delighted  to  reserve  all  differ- 
ences of  opinion  in  the  future  for  home 
affaire  ;  but  we  can  have  no  confidence  in 
the  Grovernment  while  the  spirit  of  their 
speeches  is  such  as  that  1  have  criticised 
this  evening.  The  light  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  comments  on  the  criticism 
passed  upon  him  was  that  it  was  party 
criticism.  It  is  not  party  criticism.  Ibead 
the  organs  of  public  opinion. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  I  never  said  it 
was  party  criticism  ;  I  said  it  was  unfair. 

Sir  EDWARD  GKEV  :  The  criticism 
was  not  purely  party  criticism.  I  am 
quite  willing  to  accept  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman's  own  construction  of  what  his 
meaning  was.  It  was  not  party  criticism. 
It  was  something  much  more  serious".  It 
was  a  cry  of  dist.es:*  from  the  whole 
nation.  'J?here  is  no  disquiet  to  be  found 
in  the  spirit  of  the  nation  at  this  moment. 
It  is  full  of  power,  it  is  energetic.  The 
whole  nation  is  moved,  but  the  question 
which  makes  the  country  anxious  is  what 
power  there  is  in  the  Government.  Indi- 
vidual ability  in  «the  Cabinet  is"  not 
denied,  but  there  must  be  some  mind 
which  co-ordinates,  which  guides  and 
controls  the  individual  ability  and  sub- 
ordinates it  to  the  policy  of  the  whole. 
I  We  have  not  seen  the  work  of  that  mind 
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in  the  action  of  the  Cabinet.  We  have 
not  felt  the  confidence  which  the 
country  would  feel  in  a  Cabinet 
controlled  by  one  guiding  mind  in- 
spiring the  whole.  "I  cannot  control  the 
past.  I  look  to  the  future.  I  express 
my  sense  of  obligation  for  the  speech  of 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  to-night,  and 
I  do  implore  members  of  the  Government 
like  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and 
others  who  may  speak  in  this  debate  to 
give  us  something  better  than  we  have 
yet  had,  something  to  show  that  they  are 
more  worthy  trustees  of  the  interests  of 
the  country.  If  they  mil  appeal  to  the 
House  in  that  spirit  1  believe  they  will 
meet  with  ample  support,  because  I  be- 
lieve that  in  the  House,  as  a  whole,  that 
patriotism  with  which  the  whole  country 
is  stirred  is  shared  to  the  full. 

Mb.  speaker  was  about  to  put  the 
Question,  when 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) 
moved  the  adjournment  of  the  debate. 


Motion  made  and  Question  proposed, 
"That  the  debate  be  now  adjourned." 
'  -'{Mr.  LahmK^ere.) 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  This  is  rather 
unusual.  We  have  had  a  most  interest- 
ing and  important  debate.  It  was  an 
open  secret,  if  it  is  to  be  described  as  a 
secret  at  all,  that  the  Government  have 
desired  throughout  that  this  debate 
should  be  curtailed  to  the  narrowest 
limits.  That  has  been  the  desire  of  the 
Government;  I  gave  notice  of  it  last 
night  and  I  gave  notice  of  it  to-night  in 
answer  to  a  question.  As  the  House  is 
aware,  the  authorised  ambassadors  of  the 
two  front  benches  could  not  come  to  an 
agreement  that  the  division  should  take 
place  before  Tuesday,  and  I  think  that  it 
is  very  deplorable  and  unfortunate.  I 
should  have  thought,  under  the  circum- 
stances, that  that  met  carried  with  it  the 
obligation  that  some  course  should  be 
taken  with  regard  to  the  pnw*ess  of  the 
debate  by  the  mrty  which  desires  this 
postponement.  In  any  case,  I  think  some 
gentleman  ought  to  get  up  and  continue 
the  debate. 

Sib  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
According  to  the  invariable  conduct  and 

Sir  Edward  Grey. 


courtesy  of  debate,  when,  in  a  debate  of 
this  kind,  an  hon.  Member  has  spoken  oti 
one  side,  wo  look  to  the  other  aide  to 
follow.    There  is  no  lack  of  hon.  Memlwrs 

on  the  other  side  who  have  shown  a 
desire  to  take  part  in  the  debate,  and  the 
only  conclusion  I  can  come  to  is  that 
those  hon.  Members  who  were  going  to 
make  such  long  speeches  thought  that 
thirty  minutes  before  the  adjournment 
would  not  be  sufficient  to  enable  them  to 
develop  their  theories  on  this  subject.  I 
venture  to  say  that  the  desire  of  the 
Government  that  this  debate  should  bo 
closed  as  soon  as  possible  in  very  natural, 
because  the  debate  is  directed  a^inst  the 
Grovemment.  At  the  same  time  it  i» 
usual  in  a  debate  of  this  kind  that  the 
supporters  of  the  Government  shoidd  take 
their  fair  share  in  it,  if,  indeed,  they  have 
anything  to  say  in  support  of  the  Grovcrii- 
ment. 

SirFOETESCUE  FLANNERY  (York- 
shire, Shipley) :  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  is,  in 
my  opinion  

Mr.  STUART  (Shoreditch,  Hoxton) : 
I  rise  to  order.  What  is  the  Question 
before  the  House  1 

*Mk.  SPEAKER  :  The  Question  is  that 
the  House  do  now  adjourn. 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY :  In 
that  case  I  will  reserve  what  I  have  to  say. 

Mr.  STUART;  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are 
perfectly  justified  in  pi-essing  this  motion 
for  the  adjournment  on  this  ground.  After 
the  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet,  the  Mem- 
ber for  Berwick,  a  most  remarkable  speech 
which  has  been  listened  to  ^vith  great 
interest  and  followed  closely  by  all 
Members  of  the  House,  we  sat  still.  A 
remarkable  indictment  has  been  brought 
against  the  Government,  and  we  have 
waited  in  the  full  expectation  that  some 
member  of  the  Cabinet  was  about  to  rise 
and  explain  the  position  they  held  in 
answer  to  that  speech.  I  hope  my 
hon.  friend  will  press  for  the  adjourn- 
ment of  the  House  so  that  we  can  get  an 
answer  to  that  speech. 


' ''. 

•■'.^ 
'*  1 

'hi 
■>» 

•J 


-•ill 
■,-ti 

■It. 


Question  put.  -f;  .,, 

,'■  .S; 

The  House  divided  —  Ayes,  13*^ ;  Noes,  -^^^ 
!  155.  (Division  List  No.  2.)  ^ 
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Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
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Kinlocli,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
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LawBoii,SirWufrid(Cumb'tand 
Leese,Sir JosephF.  ( Acciington 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Longh,  Thomas 
LyeS,  Sir  L^nard 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnellDr.  M.  A.  (QoeensC 
MacNeiU,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Kenna,  Ranald 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Mend),  Sigisround  Ferdinand 
Morgan,  J.  iAojd  (Carmarthen 
Morton,  E.  J.  C  (Devonport) 
Mumaghan,  George 
Nuasey,  Thomas  Willana 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
O'Malley,  William 
Palmer*  Sir  C.  M.  (Durham) 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Paulton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease.  Joseph  A.  (Nortbumb. ) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickem^l,  Edward  Hare 
Pil  kington,SiiGeoA(LancsSW 
Pinkerton,  John 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryborgh 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durbain,S.E.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Elfion) 
Rnnciman,  Walter 
Schwann,  Charles  £. 
Scott,  Chas.  Prsstwioh  (Leigh) 
Shee,  James  John 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spicer,  Albert 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stracbey,  Edward 
Stuart,  Jamee  (Shoreditch) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal.  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  Alfred(Glamoi%an,  E . 
Thomas,DavidAlfred(Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 

Walton,  John  L.  (Leeds,  S.) 
Wason,  Eugene 
Whiteley,  George  (Stockport) 
Whittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
WiLion,  Frederick  W.(Norfolk) 
Wilson.  Henry  J.  (York,W.R. ) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid. ) 
Wilson,  J.  U.(Uiddle8brough) 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 

Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 

Mr.  M' Arthur. 


Dickinson,  Robert  Edmoud 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralpti 
Doxford.SirWilliam  Theodore 
Egerton.  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  D. 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Feigusson,  Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
FitzWygram,  General  Sir  F. 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescne 
Flower,  flmest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 

Tkh  d  Dny. 


Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balfour.Ht.  Hn.  A.J.(Mancb'r) 
It&nbary,  Frederick  George 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Kethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
liond,  Edward 

l{owles,T.Gib8on(  fiUng'sLynn) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Him.  St  ioka 
Ikookfield,  A.  Montaeu 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 

VOL  LXXVni.  [Foi 


NOES. 


Butcher,  John  George 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N?  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derbysh.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  Kt-Hn.J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Clarke,  Sir  F^watd  (Plj'm'th) 
Collings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Couk,  Fred.  Lucas  ( Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.  W.  Radcliffe{Heref'd ) 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Evl  of 
Dalrymtje,  Sir  Charles 
Denny,  Colonel 
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Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibb8,'.Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon) 
GibbB,  Hon.yicary(St.Alban8) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,Rt.  Hn.G.  J.(St.Geo.'9 
Goulding,  Edw.  Alfred 
Gray,  ErnoBt  (West  Ham) 
Gretton,  John 
Grerille,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Heath,  James 
Holder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hennon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Hoai«,Edw.Brodie(Hampstd.) 
Hobhoose,  Henr^' 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kennaway,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kimoer,  Henty 
LawTence,SirE.Duming-(Com 
Lawrence,  Wm.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londondeiry) 
Lecky,Rt.Hn.  William  Edw.  H 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Cnrrie 
Lowles,  John 
Lucas-Shadwell,  William 


Lyttelton,  Hon.  Alfred 
Macartney  W.  G.  EUiBon 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M' Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James] 
Malcolm,  Ian 
Martin,  Richard  Btddnlph 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hants.) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Facy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Jasper(Shrop»hire) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mnrray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.(Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
PiIkmgton,R.(  Lance.  Newton) 
Platt-Hu^ins,  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Renshaw,  Charles  Bine 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Haekney) 
Round  James 

RiuBell,Gen.F.  SJCheltenbam 
RnsBcU,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 


Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hon.  Col-E-'J. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seely,  Charles  Hilton 
Sharpe,  Wiltiam  Edwaid  T. 
Sincrur,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  A.  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lonarksb. ) 
Stewart,  Sir.M.  J.  MTaegart 
StirUng-Maxwell.  Sir  J.  M. 
Staauss^Arthur 
Strntt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Talbot,  RtHn.J.G.  <Ox.  Univ. 
Thorbnm,  Sir  Walter 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E.  Mnrray 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wanklyn,  James  Leslie 
Warr,  Angastiie  Frederick 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Wetby,  Lient.-Col.  A.  C.  £. 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hon.  J.  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  H.  (Ashton-onder-L) 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Wilson,  John  Falkirk 
Wodehoase,Rt.Hn.E.R.(BKtb) 
WVlie,  Alexander 
Wynd  ham,  George 
Yerborgh,  Robert  Armstrong 


Tellers  fob  the  Noes— 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anstruther. 


Question  again  proposed,  "  That  those 
words  be  there  added." 

Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  I 
am  very  glad  that  this  deliate  has 
now  been  raised  beyond  the  level 
of  a  mere  partj'  discusaion.  Dur- 
ing last  session  the  silence  which  was 
obser^'ed  on  these  benches  was  due  to  the 
self-denial  and  self-repression  of  private 
Members.  We  desired  that  the  purpose 
for  which  the  House  was  called  together 
should  be  accomplished  in  the  shortest 
possible  time,  and  that  supplies  of  men 
and  material  should  be  voted  as  quickly 
as  possible.  There  were  no  doubt  excep- 
tions to  tliat  rult!.  The  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bodmin  had 
not  then  been  disaA  owed  as  he  has  been 
since  by  his  constituents  in  this  matter. 
He  had  not  then  been  acting  as  chairman 
of  a  meeting  in  London  at  which  cheei-s 
were  given  for  President  Kruger,  a^  he 
was  last  night.  Theri"  were  other  excep- 
tions also  in  the  ranks  of  the  supporters 
of  the  Ministry,  but  in  the  main 
pri\ate   Members  desired  to  do  what 


was  necessaiy  in  silence,  in  order  to 
avoid  wasting  valuable  time.  In  the 
present  session  valuable  time  has  been 
wasted  during  the  last  two  days.  The 
question  has  been  debated  from  the  stand- 
point of  party  recrimination,  and  has  not 
been  raised  to  the  level  which  under  the  cir- 
cumstances it  should  attain.  What  is 
the  position  of  the  country  at  the  present 
time  ?  Ten  thousand  of  our  countrrmen 
are  beleaguered  in  Ladysmith,  being 
possibly  on  the  verge  of  sUun'ation  and 
surrender;  the  valour  ot  30,000  of  the 
flower  of  oiu:  troops  has  not  succeeded  in 
rescuing  them,  and  their  fate — and  they 
deserve  well  of  the  country — is  trembling 
in  the  l)alance.  Our  troop<i  are  not  only 
checked  at  Colensobut  also  at  a  place  about 
fifteen  miles  from  Kimberley.  Parliament 
has  been  summoned  earlier  than  usual 
in  orrlor  to  meet  that  situation  ;  and  what 
has  Parliament  been  doing,  until  by  the 
speeches  of  the  right  hon.  Banmet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  and  the 
Under  Sttretar>'  of  State  for  War,  the 
matter  has  been  lifted  to  the  level  it 
fairlv  deserves  1    Has  Parliament  taken 
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Sir  H.  CAMPBEI.L.BAXNERMAN : 
On  the  contrary.  The  only  time  I  made  a 
speech  about  troops  in  Natal  was  on  a  ques- 
tion which  involved  the  pemianeiit  reten- 
tion of  a  large  body  of  troops  in  that  colony, 
and  on  that  occasion  I  said  that  I  was  not 
one  to  put  difficultitis  in  the  way  of  the 
removal  of  tniops  (ly  respoiisiMt;  Nliiiistnr.", 
who  were  the  sole  masters  oi  tlit-  ilisposal 
of  Her  Majesty's  force-*. 


patriotic  counsel,  has  it  sought  to  do 
something  towards   the   avoidance  of 
naticmid  disaster,  has  it  been  considering 
the  immediate  strengthening  of  our  Army 
in  the  field,  or  the  supply  of  further  guns 
and  transport  for  the  quick  termination 
of  the  war  ?    No,  Sir,  Parliament  has 
been  engaged,  on  the  initiative  of  the 
right  hon.  Qentleman  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  in  miserable  party  animosity 
ami  party  disputation  as  to  who  was  to 
blamefor  thewar,andwhoBhouldhaTe  sent 
out  larver  reinforcements  at  an  earlier 
date.   Ishould  not  be  surprised  if  that 
impartial  persona^  descnbed  by  the 
Zjeader  of   the   Opposition   as  "the 
ordinanr  Englishman,^'  and  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House  as  "  the  man  in  the  street," 
were  disgusted  with  the  conduct  of  Par 
liamentarians  at  the  present  time,  and 
was  to  say  with  Shakespeare :  "  A  plague 
on  iKth  your  Houses !     The  motion  of 
the  noble  Lord  the  Member  for  the  Crick- 
lade  division  was  blessed  with  the  pre- 
liminary benediction  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
bat  he  did  not  give  any  promise  ctf  moral 
or  material  support  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  war,  his  speech  being  a  mere  bid  for 
popular  favour — resting,   as  I  allege, 
upon  a  reversal   of   his  own  words 
in  this  House  and  of  words  which  he  ad- 
dressed to  the  country.    Not  one  wo)^! 
of  advice  fell  from  the  ex-Minister  for 
War  in  his  opening  speech,  nor  a  promise 
of  assistance — nothing  but  an  attempt  to 
make  political  capital  out  of  a  situation 
full  of  national  danger,  and  possibly  of 
natitmal  disaster.    Nero  fidaled  while 
Rome  burned,  and  somehow  one  is  re- 
minded of  it  by  the  attitude  of  the  Oppo- 
sition in  face  of  this  national  crisis.  But 
Nero  at  least  knew  his  own  mind,  and  1 
am  not  so  sure  that  lean  say  as  much  for 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition.    On  2l8t  April  last  he 
protested  in  this  House  against  the  in- 
crease of  our  troops  in  Natal. 
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SiE  FORTESCUE  FLANNEKY :  May 
I  remind  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  that 
when  the  Colonial  Secretary  stated  that 
the  troops  in  Natal  for  defensive  purposes 
were  to  be  increased  from  3,000  to  9,000 
he  protested  against  that  increase.  In 
July  last  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  used 
these  words — 

"From  the  beginning  of  this  stoiy  to  the 
end  of  it  I  can  see  nothing  whatever  which 
fomishes  a  eanse  tac  armed  interrentioD." 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
[  have  several  times  within  the  last  two 
days  stated  that  the  words  I  used  were  in 
connection  with  the  whole  of  the  negotia- 
tions with  reference  the  Uitlanders' 
grievances,  the  franchise,  and  so  forth, 
and  I  stated  that  there  was  nothing  that 
could  constitute  a  cams  belli  in  them. 
There  may  have  been  other  reasons  of 
which  I  was  ignorant. 


Sir  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY:  And 
yet  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  complains 
of  greater  preparations  not  having  been 
made.   That  appears  to  the  minoof  the 

ordinary  Member  to  be  an  inconsistency, 
I  quote  further.  At  Maidstone  on 
October  6th  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
used  these  words — 

"  I  can  discern  notliing  to  justify  either  w»r- 
like  action  or  even  military  preparations." 

Was  that  part  of  the  foresight  in  which 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  accuse  the 
Government  of  having  been  deficient  1 
Four  days  before  war  broke  out  and  the 
Queen's  dominions  were  invaded,  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  he  then 
saw  no  ret  son  why  there  should  be  mili- 
tary preparations. 


Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  ; 
The  whole  burden  of  our  complaint  is  that 
the  Government  had  knowledge  on  the 
subject  which  was  not  open  to  us.  We 
did  not  know  of  the  Boer  preparations  or 
the  danger  of  the  position. 


Sir  FOKri-:sCUK  FLANNEKY:  I 
do  not  deny  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man was  Tiot  ill  ajwsition  to  obtain  infor- 
mation possessed  by  the  Government,  but 
even  so  late  fi-»  liist  Tuesday  the  right  hrm. 
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Gentleman  stud  he  saw  no  reason  for  mili- 
tary prep^tions  at  the  time. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
On  any  ground  that  we  knew. 


Sir  FORTESOUE  FLANNERY:  I 
honestly  and  sincerely  think  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  when  he  stated 
four  days  before  war  broke  out  that  he 
then  saw  no  reason  for  military  prepara- 
tions was  showing  the  same  want  of 
foresight  — even  allowing  for  the  difTerence 
of  knowledge  between  a  man  in  office  and 
a  man  out  oi  office— as  that  of  which 
he  is  now  accusing  the  Government.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  in  his  speech  last 
Tuesday  aocuaed  the  Govarnmant  of 
having  sent  driblets  of  troops  into  Natal. 
'  I  presume  by  that,  that  he  think?  the 
troops  should  have  been  sent  in  large  num- 
bers; but  if  they  were  sent  in  large  numbers 
it  is  a  truism  to  say  that  that  would 
have  destroyed  the  very  last  chance  of 
a  peaceful  settlement.  But  if  these  troops 
had  not  been  sent  what  would  have  happen- 
ed 1  AVhy,  Sir,  the  Boer  plan  <tf  campaign, 
which  was  to  sweep  over  the  whole  colony 
of  Natal  and  to  take  possession  of  Durban, 
would  undoubtedly  have  succeeded,  and 
then  we  should  have  been  faced  with  an 
almost  impossible  task,  because  aiiyone 
who  knows  Durban  knows  that  it  is  full 
of  impregnable  positions  commanding  the 
entrance  to  the  harbour,  and  that  it 
would  have  been  almost  impossible  even 
for  the  British  Navy  to  capture  it  if  it 
fell  into  the  hands  of  tlie  enemy.  That 
was  prevented  by  sending  to  Natal  the 
driblets  of  troops  of  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  complains.  I  hold 
no  brief  for  the  War  Office.  It 
is  a  tradition — a  wise  and  chivalrous 
tradition,  no  doubt — that  Ministers  should 
protect  Government  officials  in  the 
departments  for  which  they  are  respon- 
sible. I  am  under  no  such  obligation. 
Speaking,  however,  in  the  absence  of 
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those  rraponsible  for  the  War  Office — 
although  the  First  Lord  oi  the  Treasury 
by  grature  assumes  the  responsibility  for 
the  moment— I  hare  some  delicacy  in 
apportionii^  blame  for  some  fA  the  details 
in  which  the  military  preparations  were 
lacking.  I  desire  to  do  justice  to  the 
War  Office,  as  I  am  sure  every  hon. 
.Member  of  the  House  does.  I  think 
there  is  infinite  credit  to  be  given  to  the 
Wtr  Office  for  having  despatched  over 
100,000  troops  a  distance  of  over  6,000 
miles  with  such  remarkable  smooth- 
ness and  almost  unbroken  success. 
The  mobilisation  of  the  Reserve  and 
the  embodiment  of  the  Militia 
seem  to  me  to  indicate  the  most  caraFul 
preparation  and  forethought,  and  not- 
withstanding allegations  emanating  from 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  the  supplies  of 
ammunition  and  clothing  are  in  marked 
contrast  to  the  state  of  things  during  the 
Crimean  War.  But  the  root  of  all  our 
disappointment  has  been,  I  venture  to 
say,  lack  of  cumplete  intelligence.  We 
were  told  in  the  excellent  speech  delivered 
by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  that  the  number  of  the  Boers  had 
been  estimated  at  scuneching  like  59,000. 
I  ask  where  is  the  prodf  that  that  esti- 
mate ia  correcti  There  was  published  not 
many  weeks  ago  a  letter  which  purported 
to  have  been  written  by  General  Joubert 
to  a  correspondent  on  the'  Continent.  In 
that  letter  (General  Joubert  stated  that  he 
recognised  at  least  two  British  Agents, 
and  that  he  showed  them  only  that  part 
of  the  armament  possessed  by  his  (jk>rem- 
ment  which  was  old  and  obsolete,  and  that 
he  hid  carefuUy  from  them  the  new. 
guns. 

It  being  midnight  the  debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  to-mwrow. 


Adjoomed  at  one  minute  aftw 
Twelve  of  the  dock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  February  2ndt  1900 

ROLL  OF  THE  LORDS. 

The  Lord  Ghancsllor  acauainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  prepared  and  laid  it  on  the  Table. 
The  same  was  wdered  to  be  printed. 
(No.  3.) 


BETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


LAND  CHARGES  BILL  [H.L.]. 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  law  rdating  to 
charges  on  land  to  matters  connected 
therewith — Was  presented  by  the  Lord 
ChanceUor ;  read  1' :  and  to  be  printed. 
(No.  4.) 


1 


SUPERANNUATION. 
Treasury  Minutes  declaring  that  the 
tmdeMnentioned  persons  were  appointed 
to  the  offices  set  against  their  names 
without  a  Civil  Service  certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  heads 
of  their  departments,  namely  : — 

I.  John  Brooks,  enfflneman,  Post 
Office,  London,  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 30th  April,  1859. 

IL  Joseph  Hill,  shell  moulder,  Koyal 
Laboratory,  War  Office  Depart- 
ment, 26th  May,  1859. 

in.  Marianna  Prince,  postmistress, 
Bridport^  Post  Office  Department, 
11th  January,  1865. 

IV.  Bryan  McDonald,  rural  postman, 
Carrick-on-Suir,  Post  Office  De- 
partment, 23rd  April,  1875. 
V.  William  Cleaver,  postman,  Bath, 
Post  Office  Department,  24th 
July,  1876. 

VI.  George  William  Seaborne,  post- 
master, Shoreham,  Post  Office 
Department,  18th  December, 
1877. 

VII.  James  Simpson,  postmaster,  Aln- 
wick, Post  Office  Department, 
25th  June,  1873. 

FRIENDLY    SOCIETIES  (INDUSTRIAL 
AND  PROVIDENT  SOCIETIES  AND 
TRADE  UNIONS). 

Reports   of  the  Qiief  Registrar  of 
Friendly  Societies  for  1899. 

LOAN  SOCIETIES. 
Abstract  of  accounts  of  loan  societies 
in  England  and  Wales  to  31st  December, 
1898,  furnished  to  the  Central  Office  for 
tba  Registry  (tf  Friendly  Societies. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


STANDING   ORDERS  COMMITTEE. 

Appointed :  The  Lords  following  with 
the  Chaimum  of  Committees,  were  named 
of  the  Committee  :— 

D.  Bedford. 

D.  Marlborough. 

D.  Northiunberland. 
M.  Lansdowne. 

E.  Derby. 
K  Denbigh. 

K.  Chesterfield. 
E.  Jersey. 
K.  Lauderdale. 
E.  Waldegrave. 
E.  Cadogan. 
E.  Belmore. 
E.  Harrowby. 
E.  Amherst. 
E.  Camperdown. 
E.  de  Montalt. 
E.  Carrington. 
E.  Crewe. 
V.  Sidmouth. 
V.  Knutsford. 

L.   Hopetoun.    {E.  Hopetmn.) 

(L.  Chamberlain.) 
L.  Clinton. 

L.  Zoueheof  Haryngworth. 
L.  Balfour. 

L.  Boyle.    (E.  Cork  and  On-ery.) 

L.  Ribblesdale. 

L.  Churchill. 

L.  Colchester. 

L.  Wi^.    {E.  Crawford.) 

L.  Poiumore. 

L.  Kintore.    {E.  Kintare.) 

L.  Belper. 

L.  Brougham  and  Vaux. 

L.  Fermanagh.    {E.  Erne.) 

L.  Sudley.    {E.  Arran.) 

L.  de  Vesci.    ( K  de  Vesci.) 

L.  Herries. 

L.  MonkswelL 

L.  Colville  of  CulrosB. 

L.  Welby.  * 

All  Petitions  relating  to  Standing 
Orders  which  shall  be  presented  during 
the  present  Session  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee unless  otherwise  ordered. 


VOL.  LXXVni.  [Fourth  Serifs.]  P 
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STANDINt;  COMMITTEE. 
Ordered,  That  a  Standing  Committee 
be  appointed  for  the  consideration  of  such 
Public  Bills  as  may  be  committed  to  it  by 
the  House. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION  FOR  THE 
STANDING  COMMITTEE. 

Appointed  :  The  Lords  foUowing,  with 

the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were  named 

of  the  Committee 

K.  Cowper. 
E.  Stanhope. 
K.  A\'aldegi"ave. 
Ij.  Balfour. 

L.  Boyle.    {E.  Cork  and  Orrery.) 
L.  liibblesdale. 
L.  Kintore.    {E.  Kintore.) 
L.  Colvilie  of  Culross. 

HOUSE  OF  LORDS  OFFICES. 

Select  Committee  appointed :  The 
Lords  following,  with  the  Lord  Chancellor, 
the  Lord  President,  the  Lord  Privy  Seal, 
and  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were 
named  of  the  Committee 

U.  Richmond. 

D.  Northumberland. 
M.  Salisbury. 

M.  Kipon. 

M.  Breadalbane. 

K  Chesterfield. 

E.  AValdegrave. 

K  Mount  Edgcumbe. 

K  Bel  more. 

E.  HaiTowby. 

K.  Cawdor. 

R  Camperdown. 

E.  Kimberley. 

K.  de  Montalt. 

E.  Cranbi-ook. 

K.  Ancaster. 

V.  Peel. 

V.  Knutsford. 

L.  Hopetoun.    {E.  Hopefmn.) 

{L.  hkamberhiin.) 
L.  Balfour. 

L.  Boyle.    {E.  Gwk  md  Orrery), 
h.  Rihblesdiile. 
L.  Churchill. 
L.  Colchester. 

L.  Kosebery.    (E.  Hnsehery.) 

L.  Belper. 

L.  itowton. 

1j.  Tweedmouth. 

L.  Colvilie  of  Cuboss. 

L.  Macnaghten. 

L.  Welby. 

The  Committee  to  meet  on  Friday 
next,  at  half  past  three  o'clock. 


{LORDS}  Sarveyi  and  Maps. 

COMMITTEE  OF  SELECTION. 
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The  Lords  following,  ^tz.  : — 

E.  Chesterfield, 
E  Waldegra^  e, 
L.  Kibblesdale, 
L.  Colvilie  of  Culross, 

with  the  Chairman  of  Committees,  were 
appointed  a  Committee  to  select  and 
propose  to  the  House  the  names  of  the 
Five  Lords  to  form  a  Select  Committee 
for  the  consideration  of  each  opposed 
Private  Bill. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN    WAR  —  SURVEYS 
AND  MAPS. 

LOBD  SALTOUN :  My  Lords,  I  rise 
to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  when  the  war  broke  on^  the 

officers  of  the  Field  Force  had  maps  of  the 
Transx'ual  and  Orange  Free  State  served 
out  to  them ;  also,  as  the  war  has  Ikjcu 
so  far  ciirried  on  in  our  own  territor}'  of 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal,  whether  maps  of 
these  Colonies  have  been  served  out,  or 
are  now  being  served  out,  to  them  by  the 
(Joi'emment.  Tlie  other  day,  during  the 
debate  on  the  Address  in  reply  to  Her 
Majesty's  Gracious  Speech,  the  Minister 
for  War  stated,  in  answer,  1  think,  to 
Lord  Kosebery,  that  the  Government 
were  so  prepared  that  they  had  sent  a 
large  force  of  1 20,000  men,  fully  equipped, 
out  to  the  Cape  in  the  course  of  a  few 
weeks.  I  regard  this  as  a  most  notable 
performance,  and  the  thanks  of  the 
country  jire  due  to  the  Goveni- 
ment  for  it.  But  there  is  one  piece 
of  e({uipment  which  is  most  essential  to 
our  troops  when  operating  in  what  may 
be  called  a  hostile  country — namely,  the 
maps  of  that  country.  Since  I  placed  my 
question  on  the  Paper  of  your  lordships' 
House  I  have  road  a  most  excellent  speech 
by  the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  in 
which  he  gave  nn  explanation  to  a  certain 
extent  of  the  wun'eys  which  had  taken 

!)lace  and  the  maps  which  had  already 
wen  distributed.  But,  my  Lords,  he  did 
not  go  further  back  in  his  statement  on 
this  subject  than  1896,  in  which  year  two 
officers,  he  .stated,  went  out  to  survey 
certain  tracts  of  the  country.  He  also 
pointed  out  the  enormous  size  of  the 
country  which  had  to  be  aur\'eycd,  and 
the  great  flifficulties  in  the  way.  But 
what  I  wish  to  call  attention  to  is  this, 
that  1K96  was  nut  the  Iteginninz  of  the 
period  when  wc  shouUi.  have  begun  to 
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look  towards  the  crisis  in  w^hich  we  now  I  ing  ofiicei-6  to  whom  I  allude,  but  all 
find  ourselves.    It  is  not  only  from  the  |  officers  from  the  chiefs  down  to  the 
date  of  the  Jameson  raid;  but  from  the  |  youn^t  subaltern. 
<late  of  the  most  disastrousand  ignominious  < 

la^ty  made  after  Majuba  Hill  that  we  i  ♦The  SECRETARY  OF  STATE  for 
oughttohavebegantoprepareforthiswar. '  WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdownb)  : 
Everyone  in  ttoB  country — every  "man  in  I  My  Lcmfos,  I  do  not  think  that  your  loid- 
the  street — must  have  known  that  at '  ships  will  differ  from  the  noble  Lord  in 
some  future  time  war  was  bound  to  break  '  the  im^rtance  which  he  attaches  to  the 
out  between  us  and  the  Boers,  and  1 1  possession  of  accurate  maps  by  any  force 
think  it  was  the  duty  of  the  Gktvemment ,  operating  in  the  field.  I  gather  that  he 
«f  that  day,  and  of  future  Governments,  ■  complains  of  the  War  Department  be- 
to  have  provided  not  only  maps  of  the  cause  it  did  not  address  itself  some  years 
Transvatd  and  the  Orange  Free  State,  ago  to  the  task  of  obtaining  accurate  maps 
but  also  maps  of  Cape  Colony  and  Natal.  1 1  of  the  different  parts  of  South  Africa.  In 
would  remind  your  lordships  of  the  terrilile  these  matters  we  are  very  apt  to  be  wise 
lesson  which  the  French  received  in  the  after  the  event,  and  it  is  possible  that,  in 
Franco-German  War.  They  had  excellent  the  years  to  which  he  referred,  more 
maps  of  the  whole  of  Germany,  but,  when  might  have  been  done  in  the  way  of  aur- 
the  war  was  carried  into  French  tenitorv,  veyiiig  important  regions.  But  I  have  no 
tJw  French  troops  failed  ignominiousiy  doubt  that  it  occurrm  to  many  people  in 
because  they  had  no  maps  of  their  own  those  days  that  the  duty  of  making  topo- 
«ountry  to  work  upon.  Ladysmith,  as  is  graphical  surveys  of  the  British  colony  con- 
wcU  known,  I  believe,  to  e\'eryone  in  '  cenied  primarily  the  colony  itself  rather 
your  lordships'  House,  is  called  the  than  the  Imperial  Government ;  but,  at 
Aldershot  of  Natal,  aiid  it  is,  in  any  rate,  of  late  years  I  do  not  think 
my  judgment,  quite  inexplicable,  we  are  open  to  the  repi-oach  of 
in  view  of  the  importance  of  Lady-  having  neglected  this  duty.  The  noble 
«mith  to  us  as  a  great  storehouse  of  Lord  asks  me  whether,  when  the  war 
food  and  munitions  <h  war,  that  there  whs  '  broke  out,  the  officers  of  the  Field  Foree 
no  map  extant  showing  the  corrcHit  posi- ,  had  maps  of  the  Transvaal  and  Orange 
tion  of  Spion  Kap.  I  do  not  wish  to  ask  ,  Free  State  issued  to  them.  The  answer 
any  question  which  would  in  any  way  ;  to  that  is  that  maps  oi  the  Transvaal  and 
interfere  with  the  interests  of  the  country  the  Orange  Free  State  were  issued  to 
or  with  the  Government  at  this  critical  officers  when  the  war  broke  out.  These 
moment,  but  I  think  it  is  most  essen-  maps  formed  part  of  the  Intelligence 
tiaX  that  the  information  for  which  I  ask  branch  maps,  and  are  on  the  scale  of  four 
should  1)6  known  to  the  public.  My  ;  miles  to  the  inch.  The  noble  Lord  next 
attention  was  called  to  this  subject  owing  asks  me  whether  lately  maps  of  Cape 
to  the  very  severe  criticisms  which  had  i  Colony  and  Natal  had  been  served  out,  or 
been  made  by  General  BuUer  on  the  ,  are  now  being  served  out  to  the  troops  by 
scouting  of  various  officei's  in  various  |  the  (rovernment.  As  to  that,  I  have  to 
parts  of  Cape  Colony  and  NataL  If !  say  that  the  General  Officer  in  command  in 
these  officers  had  had  good  maps  of  the  !  South  Africa  has  been  instructed  to  issue 
country  in  which  the  war  is  being  carried  '  to  the  troops  maps  of  Cape  Colony  and 
on,  I  feel  certain  that  they  would  hav«  |  the  neighbouring  territories.  This  map 
been  able  to  carry  out  their  work  with  is  on  tne  scale  of  1 3J  miles  to  the  inch, 
greater  advantage  and  much  more  easily.  \  and  it  is  published  at  Cape  Town.  With 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War  stated  that ;  i-egard  to  Natal,  we  have  supplied  from 
they  had  the  Cape  survey  and  the  '  here  a  very  large  quantity  of  sheets  of 
Colonial  map  of  Natal.  If  the  Colonial  |  the  survey  which  has  recently  been  made 
map  of  Natal  does  not  even  state  I  by  our  own  officers  of  the  northern  portion 
accurately  where  Spion  Kop  is,  what  can  '  of  Natal.  The  noble  Lord  is  quite 
you  expect  from  the  Colonial  map  of  \  coirect  when  he  says  that  that  map  does 
Cape  Colony  1  I  think  they  must  both  i  not  include  the  whole  of  the  countiy 
be  very  poor,  and  not  such  maps  as  our ;  ai-ound  Ladysmith.  The  survey  comes  as 
officers  ought  to  rely  upon  in  this  war.  I  i  far  south  as,  and  a  little  further  south 
now  venture  to  put  my  question  to  the  i  than  Ladysmith,  but  it  does  not  take  in 
noble  Marquess,  and  in  doing  so  I  would  !  the  valley  of  the  Tagola  at  that 
like  to  add  that  it  is  not  only  the  command*  I  point  which  we  are  now  watching  vitii 
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so  much  intereat.  This,  no  doubt,  is 
to  be  regretted,  but  the  answer  to  the 
criticism  is  that  as  much  of  the 
siuTrey  was  completed  as  it  was 
possible  to  complete  in  the  time  at  our 
disposal.  Besides  that  map  a  large 
number  of  copies'  of  Russell's  map  of  Natal ' 
on  the  sode  of  five  miles  to  the  inch  have  | 
been  issued.  I  may  say,  in  reference  to 
the  noble  Lord's  observation  that  the 
position  of  Spion  Kop  is  inaccurately 
sho^vn  on  some  of  these  maps,  that  so  far 
as  I  am  able  to  ascertain  Spion  Kop  is  a 
very  common  name  for  an  eminencti  in 
the  whole  of  that  part  of  South  Africa, 
and  there  appear  to  be  a  considerable 
number  of  Spion  Kops  located  on  different 
parts  of  the  map.  Besides  the  maps  to 
vhich  I  have  referred,  we  have  issued  a 
number  of  eopies  of  Bfutholomew's  well- 
known  small-scale  map  of  South  Africa,  a 
great  number  c&  special  maps  and  plans 
of  reconnaissances  of  various  points  of 
military  importance.  t  may  say,  in 
reference  to  the  general  tenor  of  the 
noble  Lord's  remarks,  that  the  area  of  the 
region  which  may  be,  I  think,  properly 
described  as  the  theatre  of  war  is  some- 
thing like  400,000  square  miles,  and  it 
would  have  been  beyond  the  power  of  our 
officers  to  survey  anything  like  the  whole 
<rf  that  n^on  within  the  titrie  at  their 
disposal. 

House  adjourned  at  a  qnar&er  before 
Five  of  the  clock,  to  Monday 
next,  a  quarter  before  EWeii 
of  the  clock. 


SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour  from  Trimley^ 
Brandeston,  and  Knoddishall ;  to  Ue 
upon  the  Table. 


UETUliNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

LAND  TRANSFER  ACT,  1897. 
Paper  [presented  Ist  February]  to  be- 
printed.   [No.  29.] 

trade' REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Cktnsular  Reports,  Annual  Series.  No.. 
2377  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE, 

1.  Friendly  Societies,  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Schemes,  Industrial  and  Provi- 
detit  Societies,  and  Trade  Unions.  — 
Reports  of  the  Chief  Registrar  for  the 
year  ending  Slst  December,  1899  [by 
Act]  ;  to  be  printed.    [No.  30.] 

2.  Loan  Societies.  —  Abstract  of 
Accounts  of  Loan  Societies  in  Kngland. 
and  Wales  to  3lBt  December,  1898,  fur- 
nished to  the  Central  Office  for  the 
Registry  of  Friendly  Societies  [by  Act.] 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS. 
Friday,  2nd  F^mamj,  1900. 


ADJOURNMENT, 
liesolved,   That  this  House,   at  its 
rising  this  day,  do  adjourn  till  Monday 
next.— (iS»r  mUuim  Jr^lrond,) 


NEir  BILLS. 


PETITIONS. 


GOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  (EXEMP- 
TION FROM  RATES). 

Petition  from  Lambeth  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  He  upon  the  Table. 

INEBRIATES  ACTS,  1879  TO  1899. 

Petition  from  Moston  for  alteration  of 
Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATING  OF  WOODLANDS. 

Petition  from  Hartlepool  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


BOILERS  R£(»STRATION  AND 
INSPECTION.  • 

Bill  to  provide  for  the  EegiatnUion  andl 
Inspection  of  Boilers,   oraered  to  be 

brought  in  by  Mr.  Fenwick,.  Mr.  John 
Wilson   (Diu-ham),    Mr.    Woods,  Mr. 
William  Allan,   Mr.    J.  Samuel,  Mr. 
,  Joseph  Walton,  and  Mr.  Provand. 

BOILERS  REGISTRATION  AND 
INSPECTION  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  Begististicm  and . 
Inspection  of  Boilers,"  presented,  and 
read  ihe  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  oeocHid 
time  vipon  Wednesday,  7th  Much,  and. 
i  to  be  pxinted..  [Bill  L] 
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SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTH- 
SHIRE). 

Bill  to  extend  to  and  include  Mon- 
mouthshire in  the  Sunday  Closing 
i(  Wales)  Act,  1881,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Spicer,  Sir  William  Harcourt, 
Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  LIoyd-Gteorge,  and 
Jtlr.  Herbert  Boberte. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (MONMOUTHSHIRE) 
BILL. 

To  extend  to  and  include  Monmouth- 
shire in  the  Sunday  Closing  (Wales;  Act, 
1881,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednes- 
<lay,  14th  March,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  2.] 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (LIABILITY  OF 
SHIPOWNERS). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  with  respect  to  the  Liability  of  Ship- 
'Owners,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
Donald  Currie,  Mr.  Charles  M*Arthur, 
Sir  Francis  Evans,  Mr.  Warr,  Sir  Charles 
Cayzer,  Colonel  Denny,  Sir  John  Leng, 
and  Mr.  W.  F.  Lawrence. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPING  (LIABILITY  OF 
SHIPOWNERS)  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Merchant  Shipping 
Act  with  respect  to  the  Liability  of  ship- 
owners,'* presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  21st  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  3.] 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT. 

fiill  to  amend  the  Workmen's  Com- 
pensation Actf  1897,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Chaloner,  Mr.  Goulding, 
Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Mr.  H.  S. 
Foster,  Mr.  Strutt,  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Car- 
lile,  and  Sir  Cameron  Gull. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act,  1897,"  presented,  and  reul  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
(Bill  4.] 

CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT. 
Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Corporal  Punishment,  ordered   to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Wharttm,  Sir  John 
DodngtoD,  Mr.  Halaey,  Sir  Mark  Stewart^ 


Mr.  Jeffreys,  and  Sir  John  William 
Maolure. 

CORPORAL  PUNISHMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Cor- 
poral Punishment,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  hb  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  28th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  5.] 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS). 
Bill  to  restrict  the  hours  of  labour  in 
Mines  to  Eight  Hours  a  day  from  bank  to 
bank,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Herbert  Lewis,  Mr.  William  Abraham, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bayley,  Mr.  Birrell,  Sir 
Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Jacoby,  Colonel 
Mellor,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer, 
Sir  Albert  Bollit,  Mr.  Woods,  and  Mr. 
Yoxall. 

MINES  (EIGHT  HOURS)  BILL. 
"To  restrict  the  hours  of  labour  in 
Mines  to  Eight  Hours  a  day  from  bank  to 
bank,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  r^d  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
28th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  6.] 

BEER    RETAILERS'    AND  SPIRIT 
GROCERS'  LICENCES  (IRELAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Beer 
Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
J.  H.  ^f.  Campbell,  Mr.  Samuel  Young, 
Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and  ift. 
William  Moore. 

BEER  RETAILERS'  AND  SPIRIT 
GROCERS*  LICENCES  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Beer 
Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  in 
Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  1 1th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  7.1 

MIDWIVES. 
Bill  to  secure  the  better  training  of 
Midwives,  and  to  r^ulate  their  practice, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Tatton 
Egerton,  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke,  Mr. 
Schwann,  Mr.  Hazel),  Mr.  Heywood 
Johnstone,  Mr.  BonsOT,  Mr.  Flower,  and 
Mr.  Tennant. 

MIDWIVES  BILL. 

"To  secure  the  better  training  of  mid- 
wives,  and  to  regulate  their  practice," 
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presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
28th  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[KIl  8.] 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2). 

ffill  to  amend  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act,  1897,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Giles,  Mr.  Goulding,  Colonel 
Chaloner,  Lord  Willoughby  de  Eresby, 
Mr.  Harry  Foster,  Mr.  Strutt,  Sir  Cameron 
GuIUaiid  Mr.  Carlile. 

WORKMEN'S  COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  (No.  2)  BILL. 

**  To  amend  the  Workmen's  Compensa- 
tion Act,  1897,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  i-ead  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  25th  April,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  9.] 

REGISTRATION  OF  FIRMS. 
Bill  for  the  Begistration  of  Firms, 
ordered  to  Ims  broiight  in  by  Mr.  Emmott, 
Mr.   Monk,   Mr.   Oldroyd,  Sir  James 
Rankin,  and  Mr.  Philip  Stanhope. 

REGISTRATION  OF  FIRMS  BILL. 
-     For  the  B^iatration  of  Firms,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  2nd 
May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  10.] 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND). 
Bill  for  the  restoration  to  their  hold- 
ings of  certain  Evicted  Tenants  in  Ire- 
land, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Crean,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr.  John  Redmond, 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  and  Mr.  Patrick 
Aloysius  M'Hugh. 

EVICTED  TENANTS  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

"  For  the  restoration  to  their  holdings 
of  certain  E\icted  Tenants  in  Ireland," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
21st  February,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  11.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY. 

Bill  to  prohibit  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sunday,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Kobert  Cameron,  Mr.  Charies 
Wilson,  Mr.  Perks,  Sir  Edward  Gourley, 
Mr.  Fickard,  Mr.  Conipton  Rickett,  Air. 


Firbank,  Sir  Frederick  Mapran,.  Mr. 
John  Wilson  (Mid  Durham),  Mr.  Fenwick^ 
Mr.  AVoods,  uid  Mr.  Bainbridge. 

SALE  OP  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 

SUNDAY  BILL. 

"  To  prohibit  the  Sale  of  Iittoxicating 
Liquors  on  Sunday,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  11th  Aprilrand  t»  be 
printed.    [Bill  12.] 

LOCAL  (WVERNMENT  (SCOTLANDjw 

Bill  to  make  further  proWsiou  for 
Local  (roveniraent  in  Counties  in  Scot- 
land ;  and  for  other  purposes,  ordered  to 
bo  brought  in  by  Mr.  Nicol,  Mr.  Hozier, 
Captain  Sinclair,  Sir  Mark  Stewar^  Mr. 
Colvillc,  and  Sir  Thonvw  Gibson- 
Carmichael. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

'*  To  make  fiu*ther  provisicMi  for  Locaf 
Government  in  Clounties  in  Scotland ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  14th  Miarch,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  13.] 

WORKMEN'S     COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  EXTENSION. 

Bill  to  extend  the  benefits  of  the 
Workmen's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  to 
agricultural  labourers,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Harry  Foster,  Mr. 
Goulding,  Mr.  Strutt,  Lord  Willoughby 
de  Eresby,  Colcmel  Cbaloner,  Sir  Cameron 
Gull,  Mr.  Carlile,  and  Mr.  Giles. 

WORKMEN'S     COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  EXTENSION  BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  benefits  xA  the  Wwk- 
men's  Compensation  Act,  1897,  to  agri- 
cultural labourers,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
up(Hi  Wednesday,  21st  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  14.] 

'      OUTDOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY 
SOCIETIES). 

I  Bill  to  amend  the  Outdoor  Relief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,  and  to 
relieve  members  of  Friendly  Societies 
of  certain  disqualifications  arising  from 
the  receipt  of  temporary  outdoor  reli^, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Gallo- 
way, Mr.  Birrell,  Mr.  Arthur  Morton, 
ana  Mr.  Ht^land. 
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OUTDOOR   BELIEF  (FltlENDLV 
SOCIETIES)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Outdoor  Relief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,  and  to 
relieve  members  of  Friendly  Societies  of 
certain  disqualifications  arising  from  the 
receipt  of  temporary  outdoor  relief,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  7th 
March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  15.] 

COUNTY  AND  BOROUGH  FRANCHISE 
ASSIMILATION  (LONDON). 

Bill  to  assimilate  the  County  Council 
and  Borough  Council  Franchise  in  Lon- 
don, ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Loder,  Mr.  Whitmore,  Air.  Goulding, 
Mr.  Boulnois,  Mr.  W.  F.  D.  Smith,  Mr. 
John  Bums,  Captain  Jessel,  and  Sir 
George  Fardell. 

C*»UNTY  AND  BOROUGH  FRANCHISE 
ASSIMILATION  (LONDON)  BILL. 

"  To  assimilate  the  County  Council  and 
Borough  Council  Franchise  in  London," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  9th 
May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  16.] 

CHEAP  TRAINS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Cheap  Trains  Act, 
1 883,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Schwann,  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  Woods,  Mr. 
William  Whiteley,  Mr.  John  Bimis,  and 
Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland. 

CHEAP  TRAINS  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Cheap  Trains  Act 
1883,"  presented,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  roKi  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
16th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  17.] 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  TuUey,  Sir  Thomas 
fismonde,  Mr.  Clancy,  Mr.  Dillon,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  Patrick  Aloysius 
M<Hugh,  Mr.  Daly,  and  Mr.  Patrick 
O'Brien. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Local  Government 
(Ireland)  Act,  1898,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upiHi  Wednesday,  14th  February,  and  to 
be  printed.   [BUI  18.] 
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LONDON  MUNICIPALITIES  (WOMEN'& 
DISABILITIES  REMOVAL). 

Bill  to  amend  the  London  Government 
Act,  1899,  in  respect  of  the  eligibility  of 
women  as  Councillors  and  Aldermen, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Lough,  Mr.  Courtney,  Mr.  Birrell,  Mr. 
John  Bums,  Mr.  William  Johnston,  Sir 
Albert  Kollit,  Mr.  Yoxall,  and  Mr. 
William  Jones. 

LONDON  MUNICIPALITIES  (WOMEN'S 
DISABILITIES  REMOVAL)  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  London  Government 
Act,  1 899,  in  respect  of  the  eligibility  of 
women  as  Councillors  and  Aldermen," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
23id  May,  and  to  be  pnnted.   [Bill  19.] 

COAL   MINES   REGULATION  ACTS 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Coal  Mines  Ke^la- 
tion  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Barlow,  Sir  Charies  Dilke,  Mr. 
William  Abraham,  Mr.  Thomas  Bayloy, 
Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Hatch,  Nir. 
Jacoby,  Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  Pickard,  ^Ir. 
Bandell,  Mr.  Woods,  and  Mr.  Yoxall. 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION  ACTS 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Coal  Mines  Kegula- 
tion  Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  28th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  20.] 

STREET  NOISES. 
Bill  to  control  and  regulate  Street 
Noises,  ordered  to  be  broti^t  in  by  Mr. 
Jacoby,  Mr.  Raddifie  Cook,  General 
Goldsworthy,  Mr.  Boulnois,  Mr.  Pier- 
point,  Mr.  Duncombe,  Sir  George  Fardell, 
Mr.  Amold-Forster,  Colonel  Siuidys,  and 
Mr.  J.  W.  Sidebotham. 

STREET  NOISES  BILL. 

"To  control  and  regulate  Street 
Noises,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  30th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  21.] 

PUBLIC  HOUSES  (SCOTLAND)  LATER 
OPENING. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Licensing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1853,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by- 
Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Hedderwick,  Sir 
Williun  Arro(  Mr.  Colville,  and  Mr. 
M*Killop. 
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PUBLIC  HOUSES  (SCOTLAND)  LATER 
OPENING  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Licensing  (Scotland) 
Act,  1853,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  14th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  22.] 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS. 
Bill  to  confer  Penaions  upon  Aged 
Persons,  ofdered  to  brought  in  by  Sir 
Fortesoue  Flannery,  Sir  James  Bankin, 
Sir  Albert  Bollit,  Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Bons- 
field.  Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Garlile,  and  Mr. 
Kothschild. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS  BILL. 
"  To  confer  Pensions  upon  Aged 
Persona,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  7th  Mutsh,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  23.] 

FIRE  BRIGADES. 
Bill  to  promote  the  efficiency  of  Fire 
Brigades  ;tnd  for  other  purposes  connected 
therewith,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Pym,  Captain  Bowles,  Mr.  Malcolm, 
Mr.  Cameron,  and  Sir  George  Fardell. 

FIRE  BRIGADES  BILL. 

*'  To  promote  the  efficiency  id  Fire 
Brig^es  and  for  other  puiposes  connected 
therewith,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be-  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  16th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BO!  24.] 

QUARRIES. 
Bill  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  law 
relatiiu;  to  uie  weighing  of  minerals  con- 
tractea  to  be  gotten  in  coal  and  ironstone 
mines  co  certain  Quarries,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Alfred  Pease,  Mr.  John 
Wilson,  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  Fen- 
wick,  Mr.  Joseph  Pease,  and  Mr. 
Richardson. 

QUARRIES  BILL. 
"  To  apply  the  provisions  of  the  law 
relating  to  the  weighing  of  minerals  con- 
tracted to  be  ^ten  in  coal  and  ironstone 
mines  to  certain  Quarries,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  7th  March,  and  to 
be  printed.  [Bill  25.] 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE. 

Bill  for  the  better  enforcement  of 
Discipline  in  tiie  Church  of  England, 


ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  David 
Maclver,  Mr.  Charles  M'Artiiur,  Mr. 
Houston,  and  Mr.  Mellor. 

CHURCH  DISCIPLINE  BILL. 
"  For  the  better  enforcement  of  Disci- 
pline in  the  Church  of  England,"  presented 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  23rd  May, 
and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  26.] 

IMBECILES    (TRAINING  INSTITU- 
TIONS). 

Bin  to  exempt  from  poor  and  other 
local  rates  all  registered  Institutions  for 
the  care,  training,  and  education  of  Idiots 
and  Imbeciles,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  Round,  Sir  John 
Maclure,  Sir  Federick  Mappin,  Mr. 
Allison,  Sir  Wilham  Houldswortifa,  Colonel 
Lockwood,  Mr.  Talbot,  and  Cc^onel 
Foster. 

IMBECILES  (TRAINING  INSTITUTIONS) 

mix. 

"  To  exempt  from  tkxh*  and  othw  local 
rates  all  registered  uistitutacms  for  the 

care,  training,  and  education  of  Idiots 
and  Imbeciles,"  presented  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  2nd  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  27.] 

BEER  RETAILERS'  AND  SPIRIT 
GROCERS'  LICENCES  (IRELAND) 
(No.  2). 

Bill  to  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Beer 
Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  in 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
William  Moore,  Mr.  J.  H.  Campbell,  Sir 
James  Haslett,  and  Mr.  WiUiun  John- 
ston. 

BEER  RETAILERS'  AND  SPIRIT 
GROCERS'  LICENCF^  (IRELAND) 
(No.   2)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  laws  relating  to  Beer 
Retailers'  and  Spirit  Grocers'  Licences  in 
Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  tw  read  a  second  time  npon 
Wednesday,  7th  March,  and  to  be  {Hinted. 
[BUI  28.] 

TENANTS  IN  TOWNS  IMPROVEMENT 
(IRELAND). 
Bill  for  improving  the  condititn  c£ 
Tenants  in  Towns  in  Ireland,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  MacAleese,  Mr.  T.  D. 
Sullivan,  Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien, 
Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Maurice  Heaiy,  Dr. 
Commins,  and  Mr.  FiekL 
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TENANTS  IN  TOWNS  IMPROVEMENT 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

"  For  improving  the  condition  of 
Tenants  in  Towns  in  Ireland,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  4th  April, 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  29.] 

BOMAN      CATHOLIC  DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL. 

Bill  for  the  removal  of  certain  Dis- 
abilities afTecting  Roman  Catholics  in 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Flavin,  Mr.  Pamell, 
Mr.  Dillon,  Captain  Donelan,  Mr.  John 
Eedmond,  Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy, 
Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien,  Mr. 
MacNeill,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde,  and  Mr. 
Harrington. 

ROMAN      CATHOLIC  DISABILITIES 
REMOVAL  BILL. 

"  For  the  removal  of  certiun  Disabilities 
affecting  Koman  Catholics  in  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  I4th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  30.] 

COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  {DECEASED 
WIFE'S  BISTER). 

Bill  to  amend  the  law  as  to  marriage 
contracted  in  the  Colonies  with  a  deceased 
wife's  sister,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Captain  Jessel,  Mr.  Rothschild,  General 
Laurie,  Sir  William  Dunn,  Mr.  David 
Maclver,  Mr.  William  M*Arthur,  Sir 
Lewis  M'lrer,  Mr.  Mellor,  and  Mr. 
Spioer. 

COLONIAL  MARRIAGES  {DECEASED 
WIPE'S  SISTER)  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  law  as  to  marriage 
contracted  in  the  Colonies  with  a  deceased 
wife's  sister,"  presented  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  2l8t  February,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  31.] 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 
(IRELAND)  ACT  (1887)  REPEAL. 

Bill  to  repeal  the  Criminal  Law  and  Pro- 
cedure (Ireland)  Act,  1887,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Pinkerton,  Captain 
Donelan,  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Harrington, 
and  Mr.  Patrick  O'Brien. 

CRIMINAL  LAW  AND  PROCEDURE 
{IRELAND)  ACT  (1887)  REPEAL  BILL. 

"To  rqieal  the  Criminal  Law  and 
Procedure  (Ireland)  Act,  1887,"  presented 
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and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  2dth  April, 
and  to  be  printed   [Bill  32.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN. 

Bill  to  prevent  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  to  children  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Joseph  Leese,  Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Pease,  Mr.  Paulton,  Mr.  Seott,  Sir  James 
Woodhouse,  Sir  Mark  Stewart,  And  Mr. 
William  Johnston. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

"  To  prevent  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  to  Children,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  16th  May,  and  to  he 
printed.   [Bill  33.] 

OUT-DOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY  SOCIE- 
TIES) (No.  2). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Out-door  Relief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Strachey,  Sir  Albert 
Rollit,  Sir  Samuel  Hoare,  Mr.  Yoxall,  Mr. 
Grant  Lawson,  Mr.  Holland,  and  Mr. 
Thomas  Bayley. 

OUT-DOOR  RELIEF  (FRIENDLY  SOCIE- 
TIES) (No.  2)  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Out-door  Kelief 
(Friendly  Societies)  Act,  1894,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  rewl  a 
second  time  upon  Tuesc^r,  13th  Feb- 
ruary, and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  34.] 

PARLIAMENTARY    FRANCHISE  (EX- 
TENSION TO  WOMEN). 

Bill  for  extending  the  Parliamentary 
Franchise  to  Women,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Faithfull  Begg,  Mr. 
Firbank,  Mr.  Atherley-Jones,  Sir  John 
William  Maclure,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  Mr. 
William  Johnston,  Mr.  Jebb,  Mr.  Court- 
ney, Mr.  M'Laren,  Colonel  Cotton-Jodrell, 
Cui)tain  Youn^  and  Mr.  Douglas. 

PARLIAMENTARY    FRANCHISE  (EX- 
TENSION TO  WOMEN)  BILL. 

"  For  extending  the  Parliamentary 
Franchise  to  Women,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to 
be  printed.   [Bill  35.  J 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND). 
Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend  the  Lav 
relating  to  the  election  and  proceedings 
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of  Town  Councils  in  Scotland,  oi-dered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Asher,  Sir  Herbert 
MaxweU,  Mr.  I^omas  Shaw,  Dr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Parker  Smith,  Mr.  Cross,  Mr. 
Gordon,  and  Mr.  Dewar. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"  To  consolidate  and  amend  the  Law 
relating  to  the  election  and  proceedings 
of  Towa  Councils  in  Scotland,  presentra, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 

second  time  upon  Wednesday,  2 1  at 
March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  36.] 

MANHOOD  SUFFRAGE  (IRELAND). 

Bill  to  establish  Manhood  Suifrage  in, 
Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  bv  Mr. 
Field,  Mr.  DiUon,  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy^  and 
Mr.  Clancy. 

MANHOOD  SUFFRAiiK  (IRELAND) 
BILL. 

"  To  establish  Manhood  Suffrage  in 
Ireland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  28th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  37.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2). 

Bill  to  amend  and  extend  the  Ijaw 
relating  to  the  prohibition  of  the  Sale  of 
Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Children  ;  and  for 
other  purpoees  connected  therewith, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Souttar, 
Sir  Robert  Reid,  Sir  James  Haslett,  Sir 
Thomas  Gibson-Carmichael,  Mr.  Herbert 
Pease,  Mr.  Whittakcr,  Mr.  Herbert  I 
lioberts,  Mr.  Provand,  and  Mr.  Douglas. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATINU  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  (No.  2)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  and  extend  the  law  relat-  \ 
ing  to  the  prohibition  of  the  sale  of 
intoxicating  liquors  to  children ;  and  for 
other  purposes  connected  therewith," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Friday,  9th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  38.] 

ACCESS  TO  MOUNTAINS  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  secure  access  for  the  public  to 
mountains  and  moorlands  in  Scotland, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bryce, 
Dr.  Farquharson,  Sir.  Asher,  Mr.  Thomas 
Shaw,  Sir  John  KiDloch,  and  Sir  Cameron 
'  Gull. 


ACCESS  TO  MOUNTAINS  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

"  To  secure  access  for  the  public  to 
mountains  and  moorlands  in  Scotland," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday^ 
16th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  39.] 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Coal  Mines  Regula- 
tion Acts,  ordflred  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  William  Abraham, 
Mr.  William  Allen,  Mr.  Thomas  Baylev, 
Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Hatch,  Mr.  Ja*oby, 
Mr.  M'Kenna,  Mr.  Pickard,  Mr.  Kanddl, 
Mr.  Woods,  and  Mr.  Yoxall. 

COAL  MINES  REGULATION  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Coal  Mines  Regulation 
Acts."  Presented  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  28th  Febniary,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  40.] 

WATERMEN'S  CERTIFICATES. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Watermen's  Certificates,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Steadman,  Mr.  Austin^ 
Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  John  Burns,  and  Dr. 
Robert  Ambrose. 

WATERMEN'S  CERTIFICATFii  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Water- 
men's Certificates."  Presented  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  AVednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.   [Bill  41.] 

I      occupying;  TENANTS'  ENFRAN- 
CHISEMENT. 

Bill  to  enable  Occupying  Tenants  of 
houses  and  places  of  business  to  purchase 
the  fee  simple  of  their  holdings,  ordered 
I  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Baiiley  and 
General  Goldsworthy. 

OCCUPYING  TENANTS'  ENFKAN- 
CHIHEMENT  BILL. 

"  To  enable  Occupying  Tenants  of 
houses  and  places  of  business  to  purchase 
the  fee  simple  of  their  holdings."  Pre- 
sented and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  13th  Feb* 
ruary,  and  to  ba  printed.    [Bill  42.] 

WASTE  LANDS  AFFORESTATION 
(IRELAND). 

Bill  for  the  re^orealation  of  waste 
lands  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought 
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in  by  Mr.  Engledew,  Sir  Thomas  Esmonde, 
Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  and 
Captain  Donelan. 

WASTE  LANDS  AFFORESTATION 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

"For  the  re-f^orratation  of  Waste 
Lands  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be 
pinted.    [Bill  43.] 

LEASEHOLD  ENFRANCHISEMENT 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES). 

Kll  to  enable  leasehdders  to  become 
freeholders,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
General  Laurie,  Sir  John  Llewelyn,  Sir 
John  Jenkins,  Mr.  Kenyon,  Mr.  L^one, 
Mr.  Cohen,  Sir  Albert  Rollit,  and  Sir 
George  Fardell. 

LEASEHOLD  ENFRANCHISEMENT 
(ENGLAND  AND  WALES)  BILL. 

"To  enable  leaseholders  to  become 
freeholders,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  2l8t  February,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  44.] 

WATER  SUPPLY.  . 
Bill  to  amf^nd  the  law  respecting  the 
supply  of  water  by  companies  and  other 
bcdies  and  persona,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Corowallis,  Colonel  Warde, 
and  5[r.  GrifBth-Boscawen. 

WATER  SUPPLY  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  law  respecting  the 
supply  of  water  by  companies  and  other 
bodies  and  persons,"  presented,  and  rend 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  14th  Match,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  45.] 

BOROUGH  FUNDS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Borough  Funds  Act, 
1872,  and  the  Borough  Funds  (Ireland) 
Act,  1888,  ordered  to  bo  brought  in  by 
Sir  Albert  Koliit  and  Sir  James  Wood- 
house. 

BOROUGH  FUNDS  BILL. 

'*  To  amend  the  Borough  Funds  Act, 
1872,  aad  the  Borough  Funds  (Ireland) 
Act,  1888,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  next)  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill  46.] 
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WORKMEN'S     COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  (No.  .S). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Workmen's  Com- 

Sensation   Act,    1897,   ordered   to  be 
rought  in  b^  Mr,  Woods,  Mr.  John 
Bums,  Mr.  Pickard,  and  Mr.  Steadman. 

WORKMEN'S     COMPENSATION  ACT 
(1897)  AMENDMENT  (No.  3)  BILL. 

*'To  amend  the  Workmen's  Compen- 
sation Act,  1897,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  he  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be 
printed.  [Bill  47.] 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Alfred 
Hickman,  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  Mr.  Heath, 
and  Mr.  Galloway. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS  AMENDMENT 
BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Public  Health  Acts,'' 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday^ 
30th  May,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  48.] 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
(IRELAND). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in  Ireland  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  therewith,  ordered  to 
be  brought  in  by  Sir  Thomas  Lea,  Mr. 
Justin  McCarthy,  Colonel  Saunderson, 
Mr.  Maurice  Healy,  Mr.  William  John- 
ston, Mr.  Jordan,  Mr.  Bentoul,  Mr. 
Ffrench,  Mr.  Amold-Forster,  and  Mr. 
Pinkerton. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

**To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  in  Ireland  on 
Saturdays  and  Sundays,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  therewith,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  dme;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  23rd  May» 
and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  49r| 

COMPENSATION  FOR  DAMAGE  TO 
CROPS. 

Bill  to  secure  Compensation  for 
Damage  to  Crops  by  fires  caused  by 
sparks  from  railway  engines,  ordered  to 
t«  brought  in  by  Nfr.  Je&eys,  Mr. 
Cripps,  Mr.  Channing,  Mr.  James 
Lowtfaer,  Captain  Pretyman,  Mr.  Gksnt 
Lawson,  Mr.  Strachey,  and  Major  Basch. 
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COMPENSATION    FOR    DAMAGE  TO 
CROPS  BILL. 

"To  secure  Compensation  for  Damage 
to  Crops  by  fires  caused  by  sparks  from 
railway  engines,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  21st  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  51.] 

LIQUOR  TRAKFIO  LOCAL  VETO. 
Bill  to  enable  localities  by  a  direct 
veto  to  prevent  the  issue  of  licences  for 
the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Wilfrid  Lawson, 
Mr.  Henry  Wilson,  Mr.  Burt,  Mr.  Whit- 
taker,  Mr.  Cameron,  Mr.  Jonathan 
Samuel,  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr. 
Jacoby,  and  Mr.  Pickersgill. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO  BILL. 

"  To  enable  localities  by  a  direct  veto' 
to  prevent  the  issue  of  licences  for  the 
sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  1 1th 
April,  aiul  to  be  printed.    [Bill  50.] 

COUNTY  COUNCILLORS  (QUALIFICA- 
TION OF  WOMEN)  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  enable  Women  to  be  elected 

and    act    as    County    Councillors  in 

Scotland,    ordered  to  be  brought  in 

by  Mr.  Doi^las,   Mr.   Faithfull  Begg, 

Mr.  Munro  Ferguson,  Dr.  Farquharson, 

Mr.    Haldane,    Mr.    MKviae,  Captain 

Sinclair,  and  Mr.  Wason. 

COUNTY  COUNCILLORS  (QUALIFICA- 
^.   TION    OF   WOMEN)  (SCOTLAND) 
BILL. 

"  To  enable  women  to  be  elected  and 
act  as  County  Councillors  in  Scotland," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
14th  Maroh,  and  to  be  pnnted.    [BOl  52.] 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (WALES)  ACT  (1881) 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Sunday  Closing 
(Wales)  Act,  1881,  and  to  make  further 
provision  respecting  the  Sale  of  Intoxica- 
ting Liquors  in  Wales,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Mr. 
Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  Lloyd-George,  Mr. 
William  Jones,  and  Mr.  Humphreys- 
Owen. 

SUNDAY  CLOSING  (WALES)  ACT  (1881) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Sunday  Cloaing  (Wales) 
Act,  1881,  and  to  make  further  provision 


respecting  the  Sale  of  Intoxicating 
Liquors  in  Wales,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  9th  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BUI  53.] 

LANDS  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1854)  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Lands  Viduation 
(Scotland)  Act,  1854,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  M'Crae,  Mr.  Bryce, 
Mr.  Hedderwick,  Mr.  Colville,  and  Mr. 
Wason. 

LANDS  VALUATION  (SCOTLAND)  ACT 
(1864)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

*'  To  amend  the  Lands  Valuation 
(Scotland)  Act,  1854,"  presented,  and 
read  Uie  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  Slat  March,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Bill  64.] 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  (LOCAL 
VETO)  (1RELANI>). 

Bill  to  enable  the  local  government  elec- 
tors of  any  locality  to  veto  the  issue  of 
licences  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating 
liquors  in  Ireland,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  William  Johnston,  Mr.  Jordan, 
and  Mr.  Pihkerton. 

INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  (LOCAL 
VETO)  (IRELAND)  BILL. 

"  To  enable  the  local  government  elec- 
tors of  any  locality  to  veto  the  issue  of 
licences  for  the  sale  of  intoxicatinff 
liquors  in  Ireland,"  presented,  and  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  7th  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  55.] 

FiUENDLY  SOCIETIES  DISQUALIFICA- 
TION REMOVAL. 

Bill  to  relieve  members  of  Friendly 
Societies  of  certain  Disqualifications 
arising  from  the  receipt  of  temporary 
outdoor  relief,  ordered  to  be  brcHi^t  in 
by  Mr.  Strachey,  Sir  Albert  Bollit,  Mr. 
Nussey,  Mr.  Barlow,  and  Mr.  Warner. 

FRIENDLY  SOCIETIES  DISQUALIFICA- 
TION REMOVAL  BILL. 

To  relieve  members  of  Friendly  Socie- 
ties of  certa'n  Disqualifications  arising 
from  the  receipt  of  temporary  outdom- 
relief,"  presentcxi,  and  read  the  first  time ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday, 
13th  February,  and  to  be  printed.  [BiU 
56.] 
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TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Trustee  Savings 
Banks  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Sir  Albert  Rollit. 

SHOPS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to 
Shops,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir 
Charles  Dilke,  Mr.  John  Burns,  Dr.  Clark, 
Mr.  Clough,  Mr.  Duckworth,  Mr.  Field, 
Mr.  Flower,  Mr.  Kemp,  Mr.  Steadman, 
and  Mr.  Tennant. 

SHOPS  BILL. 
"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Shops," 
presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Tuesday,  1 3th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  57.] 

FRANCHISE   AND   REMOVAL  OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES. 

Bill  to  establish  a  single  Franchise  at 
all  Elections,  and  thereby  to  abolish  Uni- 
versity Representation,  and  to  remove 
the  IHsalnlitiea  at  Women,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Sir  Charles  Dilke,  Mr. 
John  Bums,  Dr.  Clark,  Mr.  Atherley- 
Jones,  Mr.  Logan,  Mr.  Maddison,  and 
Captain  Norton. 

FRANCHISE   AND    REMOVAL  OF 
WOMEN'S  DISABILITIES  BILL. 

"  To  establish  a  single  Franchise  at  all 
Elections,  and  thereby  to  abolish  Univer- 
sity Representation,  and  to  remove  the 
Duabihties  of  Women,"  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time  upon  Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to 
be  printed.    [Bill  58.] 

COMPANIES  ACTS  AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Acts, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  FaithfuU 
Begg,  Mr.  Lawson  Walton,  Mr.  Gordon, 
MrTUedderwick,  and  Mr.  Marks. 

COMPANIES  ACTS  AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Companies  Acts," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  4th 
April,  Mid  to  be  printed.    [Bill  59.] 

DISTRESS  ABOLITION  AND 
SUBSTITUTION. 

Bill  to  pronde  for  the  abolition  of  the 
right  of  distress  by  a  landlord  against  a 
tenant,  and  to  substitute  for  it  a  better 
and  simpler  system  for  the  recovery  of 
poBsession  of  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 


ditaments when  rent  is  in  arrear,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Bartley  and  Mr. 
William  Johnston. 

DISTRESS  ABOLITION  AND 
SUBSTITUTION  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  the  abolition  of  the 
right  of  distress  by  a  landlord  against  a 
tenant,  and  to  substitute  for  it  a  better 
and  simpler  system  for  the  recoveiy  of 
possession  of  lands,  tenements,  and  here- 
ditaments when  rent  is  in  arrear,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th 
March,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  60.] 

OLD   AGE  PROVIDENT  PENSIONS. 

Bill  to  provide  Pensions  in  Old  Age  to 
the  Provident  Poor,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bartley  and  Mr.  Maclean. 

OLD  AGE  PROVIDENT  PENSIONS 
BILL. 

"  To  provide  Pensions  in  Old  Age  to 
the  Provident  Poor,"  presented  and  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  21st  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  61.] 

OUTDOOR   PROVIDENT  RELIEF. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Out- 
door relief  in  sickness  and  widowhood  to 
the  Provident  Poor,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bartley  and  Mr.  Maclean. 

OUTDOOR  PROVIDENT  RELIEF  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  Out- 
door Belief  in  sickness  and  widowhood  to 
the  Provident  Poor,"  presented  uid  read 
the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time 
upon  Wednesday,  21st  March,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  62.] 


QUESTIONS, 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-THE  HAGUE 
CONFERENCE  AND  ARBITRATION. 

Mb.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether 
the  €rovemment  will  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  acting  on  its  own  suggestion 
made  at  the  Hague  Conference,  and  agree 
to  resort  to  arbitration  with  a  view  to 
bring  the  war  in  South  Africa  to  a  speedy 
and  satisfactory  end. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREASURY 
(Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,  E.): 
The  proposal  made  by  the  British  Pleni- 
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potentiary  at  The  Hague  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  court  of  arbitration 
^008  not  appear  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  h&  applicable  in  the  present 
circumstances. 


JSIIl  WILLIAM  BUTLER'S  DESPATCHES. 

.Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  I  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  General  Sir  William 
Butler  nude  to  the  War  or  to  the  Colonial 
Office  any  statement  or  communication  as 
to  the  amount  and  character  of  the  forces 
the  Boers  could  put  into  the  field  in  the 
event  of  war,  or  as  to  the  extent  and 
character  of  their  armaments,  or  as  to  the 
special  military  difficulties  to  I>e  overcome, 
and  the  best  disposition  of  the  British 
forces,  or  other  steps  advisable  to  meet 
those  difficulties ;  and  whether  such  state- 
ment or  communication  will  be  presented 
to  Parliamentw 

MR.A.J.BALFOUK:  There  is  nothing, 
I  Ijelieve,  in  any  of  Sir  W.  Butler's  des- 
patches to  the  War  Office  dealing  with 
the  amount  and  character  of  the  forces 
that  the  Boers  could  put  into  the  field  in 
the  event  of  war,  or  as  to  the  extent  and 
•chtiracter  of  their  armaments.  There 
were  some  observations  in  the  despatches 
of  Jmie  last  as  to  the  distribution  of  the 
small  British  force  then  in  the  colony,  and 
in  those  suggestions  there  were  probably 
references  to  the  special  military  situation 
of  the  district ;  but,  so  far  as  I  know, 
there  is  nothing  in  those  despatches 
relative  to  the  controversies  which  have 
<li\ided  us  in  our  recent  debates  upon 
militiiry  matters. 

JlK.  CHANNING:  Were  the  sugges- 
tions made  in  the  document  referred  to 
adopted  or  rejected  by  the  Committee  of 
Defence  ? 

Mr.  A.  J.BALFOUK:  I  wUl  look  into 
that  ibatter,  but  I  should  think  that 
probably  they  were  adopted. 

Mr.  W.  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.) :  As 
there  is  so  much  interest  in  this  matter, 
could  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  see  his 
way  to  have  Sir  W.  Butler's  despatches 
placed  in  full  on  the  Table  of  the  House  1 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUK:  No,  Sir;  I 
answered  a  question  of  exactly  the  same 
purport  yesterday  in  the  negative. 


CANADA'S  OFFERg  OF  TROOPS. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICR  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  L<ml  of  the 
Treasury  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  a  recent  statement  attributed 
to  Sir  Wilfrid  Ijauiier,  Prime  Minister  of 
Canada,  to  the  effect  that  several  months 
ago  Canada  offered  to  furnish  this  coun- 
try with  a  second  contingent  of  troops, 
and  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  de- 
clined the  offer,  and  in  declining  it  in- 
formed the  Canadian  authorities  that 
should  they  require  more  Canadian  troops 
they  would  want  infantry  atad  not 
cavalry ;  and  whether  this  statement 
accurately  or  substantially  represents 
what  occurred ;  and,  if  so,  upon  what 
grounds  the  Government  founded  their 
reply  to  the  Canadian  offer. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Her  Majesty's 
Government  declined  the  offer  of  a  second 
Canadian  contingent  under  present  cir- 
ciunstances  on  ^lovember  Gth  lost.  In 
doing  so  no  such  statement  as  the  hon. 
Member  suggests  was  made.  At  an 
earlier  date — namely,  October  2nd— -as 
fully  explained  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  last  night,  the 
War  Office  expressed  a  preference  for 
colonial  infantry  as  compared  with 
coloniid  cavalry. 


THE  JAMESON  ItAlD.— THE  RHODES- 
HAWKSLEY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS  (Glaraomui.  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  oT  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  letter,  written  on  the 
20th  Feliniary,  1897,  by  the  solicitor  to 
the  British  .South  Africa  Company  to 
Earl  Grey  (a  director  of  the  Company 
and  the  Administrator  of  Khodesia)  in 
which  the  former  states  that  the  cables 
of  the  last  half  of  1)595,  or  rather  the 
negotiations  of  that  period,  would  pro- 
bably hare  to  come  out,  and  that  if  tney 
did  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
would  have  no  one  but  himself  to  blame  ; 
and  whether  he  will  state  to  the  House 
what  the  cables  and  negotiations  referred 
to  were,  or  whether  he  will  lay  them 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House. 

The  SECKETAKY  of  STATE  tor 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 
Birmingham,  W.)  :  The  reply  to  the  first 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.    My  attcn- 
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tion  has  been  called  to  the  letter  referred 
ta  I  have  not  had  time  to  verify  the 
correctness  of  the  description  given  by 
the  hoQ.  Member,  Imt  I  will  take  it  for 
granted  it  is  correct.  In  answer  to  the 
second  question,  it  is  not  easy  for  me  to 
explain  communications  which  passed  be- 
tween two  third  parties  in  the  year  1897, 
and  of  which  I  hud  no  knowledge  at  the 
time.  But  I  assume  that  the  cables  re- 
ferred to,  or  some  of  thorn,  were  those 
which  Mr.  Hawksley  declined  to  produce. 
If  so,  they  fonned  part  of  a  batch  which 
WAS^  sent  to  me  in  1896  for  confidential 
perusal  and  return,  and  which  were  ac- 
cordin^y  retiutied  almost  immediately 
with  a  letter  stating  that  I  had  no  per- 
sonal objection  to  their  publication.  I 
believe  that  the  majority  of  this  batch  of 
telegmms  was  subsequently  produced  by 
the  cable  company  acting  nnder  the  onlera 
of  the  South  Africa  Committee.  As  I 
have  had  none  of  them  in  my  possession 
since  1896  I  am  unable  to  lay  them  on 
the  Table. 

Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS:  WiU  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  say  whether  or  not  he 
kept  copies  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No,  Sir, 
certainly  not ;  I  should  have  thought  that 
not  quite  honourable. 

Mr.  LABOXJCHERE  (Northampton) : 
AVere  they  shown  to  the  Attorney- 
General  1 

Mk.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
know. 

Mr.  DALZIEL  (Kirkcaldy  Burghs): 
"Who  is  it  that  objects  to  the  publication  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Onler,  owier !  That 
tloes  not  arise  out  of  the  question. 

MK.  rONYNCHAM  (JKEENf:  AND  THE 
COLONIAL  SECRETAKY. 

Mb.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.)  :  I  heg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Cuonies,  why,  when  Mr.  Conyng- 
ham  Greene,  C.B.,  visited  the  Colonial 
OflSce  on  the  6th  November,  was  the  late 
Agent  of  the  British  Government  at  Pre- 
toria not  accorded  an  interview  with  the 
Colonial  Secretary ;  Avhen  Jlr.  Rhodes 
visited  the  Colonial  Office  on  the  6th 
February,  1896,  immediately  after  the 


Jameson  raid,  was  he  received  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary  in  a  private  interview 
which  lasted  for  two  hours,  and  at  which 
no  official  except  Lord  Selbcmie  was 
present ;  and  what  is  the  i-easoii  thai  a 
courtesy  given  to  Mr.  Rhodes  after  the 
raid  was  denied  to  Mr.  Conyngham 
Greene. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  first 
statement  is  Ijased  on  inaccurate  informa- 
tion. I  did  not  see  Mr.  Conyngham  Greene 
on  the  6th  November,  because  I  had 
arranged  to  see  him  on  the  10th  Novem- 
ber, a  day  wliich  was  more  convenient  to 
boUi  of  us.  I  have  had  the  fullest  con- 
versations with  him  since  his  return.  The 
answer  is  in  the  affinnative,  except 
that  I  think  the  interview  was  much 
shorter  than  two  boui-s.  It  is  not  usual 
for  the  officials  of  the  Colonial  Office  to 
Im)  present  at  private  interviews. 

INTERVENTION    OF  KOREKIN 
GOVERNMENTS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLKS  (Lynn 
Regis) :  I  bog  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Govorrtment  have  any  informa- 
tion relative  to  any  communications 
which  have  recently  passed  between  the 
Government  of  the  Netherlands  and  any 
other  foreign  Powers  with  reference  to 
the  hostilities  now  proceeding  in  South 
Africa,  or  to  the  mutual  relations  of 
European  Powers  in  respect  thereto. 

•Thk  under  SECRET-AJRV  iw 
STATE  TOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodriok,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The 
answer  is  no,  Sir. 

Ct)NTliABANI)  OF  WAR— THE  RIGHT 
OF  SEARCH. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BO\VLI'>i:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretaiy  of  State  for 
Foreign  Attairs  whether  Her  ^Majesty's 
Government  have  observed  the  state- 
ment made  by  Count  von  Biilow  in  the 
German  Reichstag,  on  19th  January,  to 
the  effect  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
had  issued  instructions  to  British  criusers 
not  to  stop  or  search  for  contraband  of 
war  any  vessels  either  at  Aden  or  at  any 
point  equally  or  farther  distant  from  the 
seat  of  war  ;  that  Her  Majesty's  iTOVom- 
ment  had  further  issued  instnictious  that 
German  mail  steamers  are  not  to  be 
stopped  and  searched  on  mere  suspicion  : 
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and  that  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  had 
declared  its  assent  to  the  institution  of  a 
court  of  arbitration  for  dealing  with 
chums  for  compensation  arising  out  of 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  visit  and 
search  ;  whether  this  statement  accurately 
represents  the  engagements  taken  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government ;  and  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  the  considerations 
which  have  induced  Her  Majesty's 
Government  to  waive  in  these  respects 
the  exercise  of  the  maritime  rights  of 
this  country ;  whether  he  can  state  on 
what  ground  it  is  intended  to  withdraw 
from  the  prize  courts,  and  to  submit  to 
arbitration  the  assessment  of  costs  and 
damages  to  be  paid  by  captains  in  respect 
of  capture  without  adequate  cause ;  and 
whether  he  will  lay  any  Papers  with 
reference  to  this  matter  upon  the  Table 
of  the  House. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK  :  Her  Majesty's 
Gtovernment  have  undertaken  not  to 
search  vessels  for  contraband  of  war  at 
the  distance  named  in  the  question,  be- 
cause there  is  nothing  to  prevent  contra- 
band being  shipped  at  intervening  ports 
after  such  search,  and  the  cargo  destined 
for  intervening  ports  interferes  with 
etfective  search.  Mail  steamers  having 
important  public  interests  to  serve  wiD 
not  be  arrested  unless  there  are  grounds 
beyond  mere  suspicion  for  believing 
there  is  contraband  on  board.  The  - 
assessment  of  compensation  in  connection 
with  the  seizure  of  vessels  cannot  be 
withdrawn  from  the  prize  court  except 
on  application  by  the  parties  and  consent 
of  the  court.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  not  surrendered  any  right, 
but  in  \new  of  the  representations  of  the 
German  Grovemment  and  the  assurances 
given  by  the  Mail  Steamer  Company  that 
they  haa  given  strict  orders  that  contra- 
band should  not  be  carried,  Her  Majesty's 
Gk>vemment  have  undertaken,  pendW 
further  arrangement,  not  to  arrest  such 
vessels  except  on  the  gravest  suspiciim. 
I  prt^KMC  to  lay  Papers  on  the  subject 
shortly. 

THE  DEFENCE  OF  NATAL. 

Mu.  LLOYD  MORGAN  (Carmarthen- 
shire, W^:  Onbefaidfof  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Gainsborough  Division  of  Lincoln- 
shire, I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  by  whose  advice  Lady- 
smith  and  Duudee  were  chosen  as  the 


best  sites  for  the  defence  of  Natid  ;  and 
whether  these  sites  were  selected  with 
the  approval  of  the  military  advisers  cS. 
the  Cwvemment. 

♦The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  The  correspondence  published 
by  the  Colonial  Office  shows  the  ground 
which  led  the  late  General  Sir  W.  Penn 
Symons  to  decide  to  occupy  Dundee.  It 
is  impossible  in  the  limits  of  an  answer  to 
a  question  to  state  the  events  which 
resulted  in  Sir  G.  White's  investmeitf  in 
Ladysmith. 

GUNS  OF  POSITION. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  there  were  any  guns  of  position, 
and,  if  so,  how  many,  in  Natal  wd  Cape 
Colony  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  hostili- 
ties ;  and  to  what  extent  our  home  forts 
and  ships  of  war  have  been  denuded  of 
4-7-inch  guns  for  the  Transvaal  in  conse- 
quence of  the  deficiency  of  heavy  artillery 
in  South  Africa  and  at  home  in  stock. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  There  were  no 
guns  of  position  as  distinct  from  fortress 
guns  in  Cape  Colony  or  Natal  when  war 
broke  out.  As  regards  the  latter  part  of 
the  question,  a  general  statement  will 
shortly  be  made  on  the  military  situation. 

MOUNTAIN  BATTERIES. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  will  state  how  many  mountain 
batteries  have  been  supplied  to  General 
BuUer  for  his  campaign  in  the  mountain 
frontiers  Natal;  <n  how  many  guns 
did  these  batteries  consist^  and  were  uie^ 
muzzle  or  breechloaders;  and  what  is 
the  range  of  these  guns,  and  are  they 
fired  with  smokeless  powder. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  One  mountain 
battery  has  been  supplied  to  Sir  Redvers 
Buller  since  he  went  to  Natal.  There 
are  six  muzzle-loading  guns  in  each 
battery,  which  fire  black  powder  and 
range  about  3,000  yards. 

EQUIPMENT  OF  THE  NEWCASTLE 

YEOMANRY  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN :  On  behalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Gainslwrouefa 
Division  of  Lincolnshire,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
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Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  will  he 
ex^in  why,  after  the  majority  of  the 
members  of  the  Newcastle  Yeomanry 
Volunteers  leaving  this  week  for  South 
Africa  had  suppliod  themselres  with 
rerotvers,  an  order  was  received  that  no 
trooper  should  be  allowed  to  take  this 
weapon  to  South  Africa ;  and,  did  this 
order  emanate  from  the  War  Office  ;  and, 
if  so,  can  the  question  be  reconsidered. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry are  armed  and  equipped  as 
mounted  infantry,  and  mounted  infantry 
do  not  carry  revolvers.  It  is  not  con- 
sidered desirable  to  make  any  change  in 
the  authorised  equipment. 

MILITIA  REGIMENTS  AND  ACTIVE 
SEKVICE. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  the  number  of  Irish,  English,  and 
Scotch  Militia  Regiments  which  have 
volunteered  for  tUe  front,  and  their 
respective  strengths. 

*.Mr.  -VVYNDHAM  :  I  shall  be  pleased 
to  give  the  information  to  the  hon. 
.Member,  but  I  must  ask  him  to  give  me 
longer  notice.  Such  a  return  takes  some 
time  to  compile. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY:  How  long  will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  take  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  longer  the 
aotice  the  greater  my  gratitude.  It  is 
not  that  I  grudge  any  time,  but  I  have  to 
make  considerable  demand  on  the  time 
of  the  staff  officers  at  the  War  Office. 
Questions  put  down  at  night  can  only  be 
dealt  with  at  about  10  o'clock  the  next 
morning ;  that  is  to  say,  at  the  very  time 
when  those  officers  are  earnestly  engaged 
on  matters  of  national  importance.  I 
should  like  about  four  days'  notice  of  | 
questions  which  need  investigation  into  ' 
facts  of  this  character. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  shall  be  happy 
to  give  the  hou.  Member  a  still  longer 
time  in  order  to  enable  more  EngUsh 
Militia  re^ments  to  volunteer. 

KEPORTED  SHOOTING  OF  PRISONERS 
OF  WAR. 

Mk.  SHEE  (Waterford.  W.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 

VOL.  LXXVIH  [Fourth  Hkriks]. 


War  whether,  subsequent  to  the  Battle 
of  Belmont,  seven  persons,  who  were  made 
prisoners,  and  have  been  described  as  five 
Boers  and  two  Irishmen,  were  shot  by 
order  of  Lord  Methuen  ;  whether  the 
order  to  shoot  tliem  was  given  by  reason 
of  their  having  been  proved  to  be  subjects 
of  Her  Majesty  the  Queen  taken  in  arms 
against  her  forces  ;  and  whether  they 
were  tried  by  court-martial  or  otherwise ; 
and,  if  so,  wliat  was  the  nature  of  the 
evidence  adduced  against  them. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  No  information 
has  been  received  on  this  matter. 

Mb.  SHEE:  Will  the  Government 
make  an  inquiry  f 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  hon.  Member 
must  see  that  it  is  impossible  that  any 
such  event  shoiUd  be  omitted  from  the 
reports  from  the  front  that  we  receive.  If 
any  evidence  were  brought  forward  of  such 
an  event  taking  plaee  it  would  be  the  first 
thing  that  we  should  inquire  into. 

MAFEKINt;  STATION-MASTER. 

Mr.  SHEE :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
James  Quinlan,  the  station-master  at 
Mafeking,  was  recently  tihot  by  order  of 
Colonel  Baden-Powell ;  and  \f;hether 
Colonel  Baden-Powell  has  made  any 
report  of  the  circumstances ;  and,  if  so,  of 
what  nature. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  gave  the  hon. 
Member  a  reply  to  this  question  yester- 
day. « 

Mr.  SHEE :  Perhaps  the  hon.  Gentler 
man  will  took  through  the  reports  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


VICTUALLING  OF  THE  TRANSPORTS 
-MEAT  ON  THE  "AMERICAN." 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the 
fresh  meat  supplied  for  the  use  of  the 
Royal  Artillery  and  other  troops  taking 
.  passage  on  the  s.s.  "  American,"  which 
I  sailed  from  Southampton  for  South  Africa 
'  on  the  20th  January,  was  found  unfit  for 
issue,  and  was  consequently  condemned 
1>y  the  officer  superintending  the  embarka- 
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tion  ;  if  so,  what  meat  was  supplied  in  its 
place  for  the  use  of  the  troops ;  and 
whether  the  troops  were  provisioned  by 
the  War  Office  or  under  contract  with 
the  shipowners ;  and,  if  the  former, 
whether  he  would  publish  in  the  public 
interest  the  name  of  the  contractor 
supplying  this  meat  to  the  War  Office,  in 
oraer  that  all  public  departments  should 
know  of  this  attempt  to  palm  o£f  unfit 
matt  on  our  soldiers,  and  so  should  be 
warned  from  any  dealings  with  such  a 
firm.' 

Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hants,  N.) :  I  beg 
ito  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
■whether  Colonel  Stacpole  was  compelled 
to  reject  and  condemn  the  whole  of  the 
meat  supplied  under  contract  to  the 
''American,"  which  embarked  two  bat- 
teries of  artillery  and  other  troops  at 
iSouthampton  on  20th  January  last ;  who 
wore  the  contractors  who  supplied  this 
meat,  and  have  they  been  punished  with 
the  utmost  rigour  of  the  law ;  and  who 
was  responsible  for  allowing  this  meat  to 
be  shipped. 

*The  secretary  to  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  Macartney,  Antrim,  S.): 
Arrangements  were  made  with  the  owners 
of  the  "  American,"  the  West  Indian  and 
Pacific  Steamship  Company  (Limited),  to 
victual  the  troops  at  the  rate  of  Is.  per 
head  per  day.  A  portion  of  the  troops 
«mbaraed  at  Southfunpton,  and  it  has  been 
Te|»orted  that  the  fresh  meat  in  question,  on 
being  put  on  board  at  Southampton,  was 
at  once  rejected  by  the  embarking  officers 
At  the  usual  inspection  of  provisions,  on 
the  ground  that  it  consisted  entirely  of 
*"  buR  "  and  old  "  cow  "  beef.  The  day 
being  Sunday,  a  fresh  supply  could  not 
be  obtained  at  that  port,  but  in  accord- 
ance with  telegraphic  instructions,  it  was 
replaced  at  Queenstown  (where  the  re- 
mainder of  the  troops  embarked)  by  meat 
of  good  quality  ordered  by  the  owners' 
agents  at  theu*  oiEpense.  The  owners 
state  that  the  meat  was  purchased  from  a 
firm  who,  they  are  informed,  have  sup- 
plied a  large  number  of  transports  and 
two  important  trans-oceanic  passenger 
lines.  The  full  market  price  was  paid  for 
it,  a  guarantee  having  been  given  that  it 
would  give  satisfaction.  The  contractors 
state  that  some  of  it  had  been  served  in 
the  saloon  and  also  to  the  troops  before  it 
was  condemned  without  a  word  of  com- 
plaint, and  that  after  the  moat  was  re- 


turned it  was  inspected  by  the  town 
doctor,  who  certified  it  perfectly  sound,  it 
being  afterwards  disposed  of  to  his  family 
and  hotel  customers.  The  directors  of  the 
steamship  company  gave  instructions  that 
in  the  victualling  of  all  trannwrts  it  was 
to  be  done  with  unstinted  liberality  and 
regardless  of  cost. 

Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  K) :  Was 
the  meat  home-grown  or  foreign  f 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  The  contractors 
who  supplied  it  are  not  contractors  to  the 
Admir^ty,  neither  are  they  contractors 
to  the  War  Office,  and  I  have  therefore 
no  knowledge. 

Mr.  JEFFREYS:  Was  there  an  in- 
spection of  the  meat  in  the  first  instance  t 

*Mr.  MACARTNEY:  Yes,  I  am  in- 
formed  by  the  directors  that  it  was 
inspected  by  their  storekeeper  and  cook, 
both  of  whom  are  practical  men. 

Mr.  FIELD  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick): 
Cannot  that  gentleman  find  out  whether 
it  was  home-grown  or  foreign  meat  f 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


PROVISIONS  ON  THE  "PAVONIA." 

Captain  PHILLPOTTS  (Devon,  Tor- 
quay) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Admiralty  whether  any  complaints  have 
been  received  respecting  the  quality  of 
the  provisions  sujmlied  to  the  troops  that 
embarked  for  South  Africa  on  22na  Octo- 
ber on  board  the  transport  "  Pavonia  " ; 
and  if  so,  whether  such  complaints  have 
been  investigated,  or  any  action  taken  by 
the  Admiralty. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  The  officer  com- 
manding the  troops  on  the  "  Pavom'a  "  haa 
reported  that  the  provisions  wore  .|uite 
satisfactorv. 


FAREWELLS  ON  TRANSPORTS. 

Mr.  WARNER  (Stafibrdshir*,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  if  he  would  take  steps  to' 
make  it  known  that  ladies  are  not  lUlowed 
to  go  on  board  the  transports  to  see  their 
officer  relations  off,  even  when  they  have 
so-called  M'ar  Office  passes. 
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Mr.  MACARTNEY:  The  Admiralty 
are  of  the  opinion  that  it  is  extremely 
inconTeQient  to  those  in  chai;e«  of  tmna- 
ports,  as  well  as  undesirable  in  the 
interests  of  the  troops,  that  relatives  or 
friends  should  be  permitted  to  go  on  board 
toinsports  at  the  time  of  embarkation. 
The  Admiralty  do  not  issue  pasaes  for 
this  purpose,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  confer 
wiUi      War  Office  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  WARNER:  Will  you  make  it 
{Aiblicly  known  1 

Mr.  MACAETNEY:  I  think  that  this 
is  sufficient  publicity. 

SPEED  OF  TRANSPORTS. 
Mr.  COLVILLE  (Lanarkshire,  N.E.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  why  the  quickest  mail  steamers 
flying  the  British  flag  were  not  employed 
in  the  transport  of  troops  to  South  Africa ; 
and  whether  at  least  two  days  could  have 
been  saved  on  the  voyage  over  the 
average  of  the  vessels  whicu  were  thus 
employed. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  understand  that 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  will  be 
happy  to  answer  this  question  on  an  early 
day  next  week. 

TRANSPORT  SERVICE  RETURN. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham): 
I  "hag  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whetJier  there  will  be  any  objection 
to  include  in  the  retum  regarding  the 
transport  service  to  South  Africa,  which 
has  fuready  been  promised,  Btatistica  re- 
garding the  number  of  horses,  if  any, 
carried  on  each  ship  respectively,  and  the 
number  of  horses  lost  on  the  voyage  ;  and 
whether  the  ships  in  question  were  pro- 
vided with  the  new  or  old  pattern  of 
fitting  with  or  without  slings  for  each 
horse. 

Mr.  MACARTNEY :  There  is  no 
objection  to  the  indusicm  of  these  sta- 
tistics in  the  retum. 

CENSORSHIP  OP  OUTGOING 
TELEGRAMS. 

Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN:  On  behaU 
of  tile  hon.  Member  for  the  Gainsborough 
XK^ision  of  Lincolnshire.  I  beg  to  aak  the 
Secretary  to  the  Trewury,  as  represent- 


ing the  Postmaster  General,  whether  any 
censorship  is  exercised  with  regard  to 
such  outgoing  telegrams  from  England  to 
Africa  as  may  be  fikely,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  carry  information  to  the  enemy. 

The  FINANCLUj  SECRETAEY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanburt,  Pres- 
ton): Under  Article  8  of  the  Intfrnia- 
tional  Telegraph  Convention^'  each 
Government  reserves  to  itself  the  power 
to  suspend  wholly  or  in  part*  the  ser- 
vice of  international  telegraphs  upon  con- 
dition that  it  immediately  advises  each 
of  the  other  Governments  party  to  the 
convention.  Notices  have  been  issued 
mider  this  article  suspending  code  or 
cipher  telegrams,  and  applying  the  cen- 
sure to  other  telegrams  from  or  to  Zfuizi- 
bar,  Seychelles,  Mauritius,  Madagascar, 
British  East  Africa,  German  East  Africa, 
Mozambique,  Delagoa  Bay,  Rhodesia, 
British  Central  Africa,  Orange  Free  State, 
Transvaal,  Cape  Colony  and  Natal.  All 
such  telegrams  have  to  pass  the  censor 
either  at  Aden  or  at  Cape  Town. 

THE  WAR  OFFICE  AND  NEWS  FROM 
THE  FRONT— THE  TUGELA  RETREAT. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
at  what  time  was  the  War  Office  in 
possession  of  the  news  of  the  retreat  of 
Buller's  arm^  across  the  Tugela,  which 
was  accomplished  at  8  a.m.  on  Saturday 
morning ;  and,  on  what  ground  was  this 
news  held  back  from  the  general  public 
till  Sunday  at  5  p.m.  - 

*Mr.  AVYNDHAM  :  The  message  from 
Sir  Kedvers  Buller  was  received  on  Sun- 
day morning.  It  was  a  long  one  and 
took  some  time  to  decode.  It  was  issued 
to  the  press  soon  after  one  o'clock,  and 
placarded  for  general  information  at  2.30. 

^Ir.  MacNEILL:  Was  a  previous 
raes^ge  to  that  referred  to  received  % 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  was  no  pre- 
vious message  as  to  having  encountered 
a  reverse,  but  there  was  one  announcing 
that  a  battle  was  to  be  fought.  There 
was  no  previous  message  giving  the  issue. 

THE  MAGERSFONTEIN  ENGAGE- 
MENT. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
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when  was  tlie  defeat  of  Lord  Methuen's 

forces  at  Magersfontein,  which  was  not 
communicated  to  the  general  public  till 
the  morning  of  Wednesday  the  13th 
December,  first  known  at  the  War  Office. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  news  reached 
the  War  Office  early  on  Wednesday 
morning. 

•  PUBLIC'  CHARGES  AGAINST  THE  WAR 
OFFICE  BY  A  VOLUNTEER  OFFICER. 

*Mr.  BROOKFIELD  (Sussex,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
(Called  to  letters  in  the  press,  signed  by 
the  commanding  officer  of  one  of  the 
Metropolitan  Volunteer  Battalions,  mak- 
ing complaints  and  charges  against  the 
Wlir  Oifice  and  the  military  authorities ; 
whether  the  authorities  intend  to  take 
any  notice  of  this  serious  breach  of  dis- 
cipline by  an  officer  on  the  active  list ; 
or  whether  it  is  the  case  that  no 
machinery  exists  for  dealing  with  cases 
of  this  kind  in  any  other  way  than  by 
deprinng  the  ofTender  of  his  commission. 

*Me.  WYNDHAM:  The  matter  is 
under  the  consideration  of  the  military 
authorities. 


IJEtilMENTAL  OFFICKUS'  QUARTERS. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
on  what  principle  does  the  Wdr  Office 
allow  the  wives  of  officers  on  the  staff  to 
retain  quarters  and  allowances  for  six 
months  during  the  absence  of  their 
husbands,  while  the  wives  of  regimental 
otticers  arc  compelled  immediately  to 
siirrendor  their  quarters  ;  and  whether, 
banng  regard  to  the  fact  that  regimental 
officers  have  smaller  pay  than  staff 
officers,  the  privil^es  given  to  the  wives 
of  staff  officers  will  be  accorded  to  the 
wives  of  regimentat  officers, 

*Mti.  WYNDHAM:  Regunental  officers 
are  liable  to  be  moved  at  the  shortest 
notice,  and  are  specially  exempted  for 
that  reason  from  the  payment  of  taxes  on 
public  quarters.  The  wives  of  regimental 
officers  have  been  allowed  to  remain  in 
<|uarters  imtil  they  are  actually  requinxl 
for  the  trpops  moving  in.  Staff  officers 
liave  appointments  for  a  fixed  term, 
generally  for  five  years,  and  have  usually 


been  put  to  expense  in  furmshing  and 
fitting  up  quarters. 

BONUSES  TO  MILITIA  OFFICERS. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  lieg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether,  after  the  embodiment 
of  the  Militia  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
the  officers  serving  in  that  force  are 
entitled  to  a  sum  of  i£110,  and  to  a 
further  sum  of  ^0  a  year  after  the  first 
twelve  months,  whereas  ex-Army  officers 
in  receipt  of  pensions  but  serving  in  the 
Militia  do  not  receive  this  bonus ;  and 
whether  he  will  take  steps  to  see  that  all 
officers  serving  in  the  Militia  are  pla<»d 
upon  the  same  footing  in  this  respect. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  question  is  at 
present  under  consideration. 

GOVERNMENT  PURCHASES   IN  STHE 
METAL  MARKET. 

Mr.  WARNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if 
the  War  Office  have  discontinued  the  old 
system  of  buying  through  a  broker  in 
the  metal  market,  and  now  buy  by  tender, 
so  that  the  market  is  alwa^re  affected  by 
their  order  before  they  buy. 

The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLUAMS,  Birmingham,  S.):  Yes,  the 
change  has  been  made ;  the  old  system 
did  not  work  so  well  as  the  new,  every- 
thing being  taken  into  account. 

THE  CRYING  OF  WAR  XEVVS. 

Mr.  H.  S.  foster  (Suffolk,  Lowe- 
stoft) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
I  for  the  Home  Department  whether  any 
I  power  rests  with  him  or  with  the  poUoe 
j  authorities  of  the  Metropolis,  to  abat« 
the  nuisance  which  now  per^'ades  the 
I  streets  and  squares  of  London,  day  and 
ni^ht,  Sunday  and  week  day,  from  the 
cnes  of  news  hawkers  shouting  war  news, 
'  to  the  unrest  of  the  inhabitants,  and  espe- 
I  cially  of  those  who  have  relatives  at  the 
front;  and  if  no  power  exists  to  abate 
the  nuisance,  whether  he  will  take  steps 
to  obtain  such  power  ? 

i  *Thr  secretary  of  state  fou 
I  THE  HOME  DF^ARTMENT  (Sir  .\L 
I  White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blaekpooi)  i 
'  Under  the  law  as  it  at  present  stands  it 
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is  open  to  the  police  to  take  proceedings 
in  cases  where  the  facts  admit  of  proof  of 
the  offence  or  attempted  offence  of  obtain- 
ing money  by  knowingly  crying  false 
news.  This  is  a  matter  which  it  is  very 
difficult  to  prove,  but  in  some  cases  con- 
vfctions  have  been  obtained  by  the  police. 
The  London  County  Council  have  been 
in  communication  with  me  on  the  subject, 
And  with  a  view  to  abating  this  nuisance, 
vHkich  has  been  brought  to  my  notice 
more  than  once  lately  and  to  which  I  am 
fully  alive,  a  byelaw  has  been  framed, 
the  terms  of  which  I  have  approved,  and 
will  I  understand  be  conaiderod  by  them 
at  their  next  meeting. 

Mr.  H.  S.  FOSTER:  Does  it  apply 
merely  to  the  crying  of  false  news,  or 
does  it  appl^  to  the  crying  in  a  blood- 
curdling voice  of  war  news  day  and 
night  1 

•Sir  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY:  The  bye 
law  applies  to  the  calling  of  newspapers 
flo  as  to  be  a  public  nuisance. 


DISPOSITION 


OF  MILITIA 
MBXTS. 


REGI- 


*MiL  W.  JOHNSTON 
Because  they  are  rebels. 


(Belfast,  S.): 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  how  many  regiments  of  Irish 
Mililaa  have  been  deported  from  Ireland 
to  Great  Britain  since  the  ouibreak  of 
the  iwesent  war,  and  how  many  regi- 
ments of  British  Militia  are  at  present 
serving  in  Ireland;  why  have  Irish 
Militia  regiments  been  removed  from  Ire 
land  while  British  Militia  regiments  have 
been  brought  to  Ireland  to  serve  in  their 
place ;  and  on  what  ground  are  Irish 
Militia  regiments  precluded  from  the 
garrisoning  of  Ireland. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Seven  Irish  regi- 
ments have  been  sent  to  England,  and 
fourteen  English  regiments  to  Ireland ; 
three  Irish  r^ments  are  ser^'ing  in 
Ireland.  The  mstribution  of  these  bat- 
talions was  decided  by  the  War  Office  in 
consultation  with  the  military  authorities 
in  Ireland. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  May  I  ask 
the  bon.  Gentleman  whj'  are  not  Irish 
n^ments  allowed  to  protect  their  own 
country  with  arms  in  their  hands  ?  Why 
are  they  sent  away  t 


Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo.  E.):  Mr. 
Speaker,  may  I  ask  you  whether  Irish 
rebels  are  good  enough  to  fight  behind 
in  the  Transvaal  I 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Why  does  not 
Saunderson  go  out  with  the  Cavan 
Militia  1 


MILITIA  FORCES  SERVING  IM 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  SHEE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  are  the 
numbers  and  composition  of  the  Regular 
ami  MUitia  forces  of  Her  Majesty  at 
present  serving  in  Ireland. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Owing  to  the  con- 
stant  despatch  of  troops  to  South  Africa 
and  the  replacement  of  the  Regular  batta- 
lions by  Militia,  the  disposition  of  the 
i  forces  for  home  defence  is  necessarily  in 
a  transitional  stage.    I  have  said  that  I 
I  will  shortly  make  a  statement  to  this 
'  House  describing  what  steps  will  be  taken 
I  for  home  defence  during  this  year,  and  I 
•  think  the  faon.  Member  will  be  able  to 
'.  gather  fnmi  that  statement  the  informa- 
I  tton  he  desires. 


HARBOUR  DEFENCES  IN  THE 
UNITED  KINGDOM. 

Mb.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  lor  War 
whether  most  of  the  guns  in  the  forts  of 
the  United  Kingdom  protecting  im- 
portant naval  bases  and  ports  are  practi- 
cally obsolete,  and  are  outclassed  by 
modem  ship  guns;  and  whether  the 
Government  will  consent  to  the  im- 
mediate appointment  of  a  committee  of 
men  of  position  and  experts  unconnected 
officially  with  the  War  Office,  to  inquire 
locally  into  and  rep>)rt  to  Parliament  upon 
the  defences  of  the  United  Kingdom 
generally,  and  the  character  and  adequacy 
of  our  garrison  artillery  in  particular. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM;  The  Government 
does  not  consider  the  armament  of  our 
harbours  satisfactory,  and,  as  I  have  fre- 
quently stated  to  the  House,  a  conference 
of  three  naval  and  military  experts  was 
appointed  to  go  into  the  whole  question. 
That  conference  has  reported,  and  its 
recommendations  are  being 
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NEWFOUNDLAND  TREATY  SHORE. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucestei^ 
shire^  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  toe  Colonies 
whether  in  August  last  the  Governor  of 
Newfoundland,  speaking  at  Bay  of  Islands, 
informed  his  hearers  that  negotiations 
were  going  on  between  Qreat  Britain  and 
France  from  which  he  anticipated  a  speedy 
solution  of  the  Treaty  Shore  problem ; 
whether  any  such  negotiations  were  then 
taking  place ;  whether  any  solution  of  the 
questions  at  issue  is  expected  before  the 
commencement  of  the  fishing  season ; 
whether,  in  the  Speech  from  the  Throne, 
the  Governor  of  Newfoundland,  at  the 
close  of  the  session  of  1899,  meAt-ioned 
the  fact  that  no  legislation  had  been 
asked  for  for  the  continuance  of  previous 
arrangements ;  whether  such  legislation 
has  now  been  asked  for  or  offered,  and 
in  what  position  it  stands  ;  and  whether 
any  portion  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mission on  the  exercise  of  French  Treaty 
rights  will  be  laid  before  Parliament. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  have  seen 
a  press  report  to  the  efTect  stated  in  the 
firat  part  of  the  question,  but  the 
Governor's  statement  must  have  been 
misunderstood.  No  negotiations  were 
then  or  are  now  proceeding  with  France 
on  the  Treaty  Shore  question.  The 
Governor  did  state  in  bis  speech  at  the 
closing  of  the  session  in  J  uly  last  that  no 
legislation  had  been  asked  for,  but  Her 
ftlajesty's  Government  have  since  re- 
quested the  Colonial  Government  to  ol>- 
tain  a  renewal  of  the  Treaties  Act.  It  is 
not  intended  to  lay  any  portion  of  the 
report  at  present. 

THE  DECLARATION  OF  PARIS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affiiirs  was  the  draft  of  the  Declaration 
of  Paris  submitted  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  and  the  signature  whereof  was 
approved  by  Her  M-tjesty,  by  a  document 
dated  the  8th  April,  1856,  identical  in  all 
respects  with  the  Declaration  itself  as 
actually  signed  eight  days  later  on 
the  16th  April  by  Lords  Clarendon  and 
Cowley ;  if  not,  what  alterations  or 
additions  were  made  in  it  between  the 
8th  and  16th  April,  and  were  these 
alterations  submitted  to  and  approved  by 
Her  Majesty  before  the  final  signature ; 
was  Her  Majesty's  approval  ever  signified 


of  the  signature  by  Lords  Clarendon  and 
Cowley  of  the  further  agreement  proposed 
at  the  Congress  by  Count  WalewsVi  on 
16th  April  to  the  effect  that  the  Power* 
which  had  signed  the  Declaration  of  Paris 
could  not  enter  in  future  into  any  arrange- 
ment which  does  not  rest  at  the  same 
time  ou  all  the  four  principles,  the  objecta 
of  the  said  Declaration;  and  of  the 
further  agreement  on  the  same  day  that 
the  present  resolution,  since  it  cannot 
have  a  retroactive  effect,  cannot  invalidate 
anterior  conventions  ;  if  so,  in  what  form, 
and  by  what  document,  and  on  what  date 
was  Her  Majesty's  approval  signified ; 
and  whether  he  has  any  objection  to  lay 
upon  the  Table  of  the  House  the 
despatches  to  Lord  Clarendon  of  13th 
April.  1866,  and  of  18th  April,  1856, 
relative  to  the  Declaration  of  Paris  ;  and 
if  there  be  any  objection,  what  that  objec- 
tion is.  t  beg  further  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretr.ry  of  State  for  Foreign  Affaira 
what  was  the  form  and  character 
of  the  document  whereby  Her  Ma- 
jesty the  Queen  signified  her  approval 
to  Lord  Palmerston,  on  8th  April,  1856, 
of  the  draft  of  the  Declaration  of  Paris  ; 
was  the  document  a  letter,  a  rescript,  or  a 
memorandum ;  was  it  authenticated  by 
the  Sign  Manual ;  and,  if  not,  how ;  and 
what  objection,  if  any,  is  there  to  laying 
this  document  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  It  is  altogether  un- 
usual and  would  bo  inconvenient  to 
make  public  such  details  as  are  made  the 
subject  of  inquiry  by  the  hon.  Member. 
The  draft  of  the  Declaration  submitted  to 
the  Queen  was  substantially,  and  in  ita 
material  points,  identical  with  that  even- 
tually adopted,  but  it  would  not  be  in 
accordance  with  constitutional  usage  to 
lay  communications  between  the  Sovereign 
and  her  constitutional  advisers  on  the 
Table  of  the  House. 

THE  AlXiHAN  SUBSIDY. 
Mr.  LLOYD  MORGAN  :  On  Iwhalf  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  the  Gainsborough 
Division  nf  Lincolnshire,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  any 
account  is  given  by  the  Afghan  Govern- 
ment of  the  manner  in  which  the  sum  of 
^130,000  or  thereabouts  (which  is 
annually  paid  to  that  Government)  is 
expended,  and  whether  an  account  of 
such  expenditure  can  be  resented  to  the 
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The  SECRETTARY  of  STATE  tor 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  terms  of  the  agreement 
with  His  Highness  the  Ameer,  tiated  the 
12th  November,  1893,  presented  to 
Parliament  in  1896,  do  not  impose  ai»y 
obligation  upon  His  Highness  to  render 
any  account  of  his  ■  expenditure  of  the 
anlwidy  of  IB  lakhs,  and  no  such  account 
is  given. 

THE  DEFENCES  OF  AFiiHANLSTAN. 
Mk.  LLOYD  MORGAN :  On  behalf 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  GainsbOTOUgh 
Division  of  Lincolnahire,  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India,  whether,  in 
view  of  the  recent  experience  in  Natal 
and  Gape  Colony  proving  the  practical 
invulneraliility  of  a  well  fortified  range 
of  mountains  to  an  invading  force  whose 
l>ase  is  at  a  great  distance,  the  large  pay- 
ment to  Afghanistan  will  be  suspended 
and  the  whole  or  part  of  the  money  spent 
on  strengthening  the  forts  and  increasing 
the  armaments  on  the  frontier. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  The  terms  of 
the  agreement,  dated  the  1 2th  of  Novem- 
her,  1893,  would  not  justify  any  such 
diversion  of  the  subsidy  as  the  hon. 
Gentleman  suggests. 

REFORM  OF  IRISH  PRIMARY 
EDUCATION. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  whether  the 
necessary  funds  have  been  pro^nded  for  the 
reforms  in  primary  education  in  Ireland ; 
and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
(iovemment  to  enable  those  reforms  to 
be  carried  out  by  providing  adequate 
means  to  do  so. 

The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach, 
Bristol,  W.) :  The  Irish  Government  i 
have  recommended  a  proposal  of  the 
Board  of  National  Education  for  a  large 
scheme  of  reform  in  the  system  of  ele- 
mentary education  in  Ireland,  and  I  have 
been  elad  to  find  myself  able  to  accept 
generally  the  financial  portions  of  the 
scheme.  The  details  are  under  discussion, 
and  the  new  proposals  will  appear  or  be 
explained  on  the  Estimates. 

SECRET  SERVICE  MONEY. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether 


he  has  during  the  tenure  of  his  office 

refused  to  accede  to  any  application  for 
an  augmentation  of  the  secret  service 
money. 

Sir  M.  hicks-beach  :  No,  Sir,  I 
remember  a  suggestion  for  an  increase 
of  the  vote  from  a  department  which 
desired  an  increase  in  the  share  of  the 
vote  allotted  to  it.  But  this  proved  to 
be  unnecessary,  as  we  were  able  to  pro- 
vide the  sum  asked  for  without  any  in- 
crease of  the  total  vote  owing  to  the 
diminished  retinirements  of  other  depart- 
ments. 

Mr.  T.  -M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask 
whether  the  greater  portion  of  the  secret 
service  money  is  not  spent  in  Ireland  1 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  No,  Sir,  it  is 
not. 

Mr.  HEDDEKWICK :  Has  no  applies, 
tion  been  made  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man either  by  the  Prime  Minister  or  the 
Foreign  Office  ?  -"-wu 

Sir  M.  HICKS-BEACH  :  I  think  if  the 
,  hon.  Member  will  look  at  my  answer  he 
will  see  that  it  covers  the  question. 

;  Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Has  the 
I  right  hon.  Gentleman  settled  this  little 
I  difference  with  Lord  Salisbury  % 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

BURIAL  LAW  REFORM. 
Mr.  CARVELL  WILLIAMS  (Notts, 
Mansfield) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Home  Department  whether 
it  is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to- 
bring  in  during  the  present  session  the 
Bill,  which  he  has  stated  has  been  pre- 
pared, to  give  effect  to  the  recommenda* 
tions  of  the  Select  Committee  on  Burial 
Grounds;  and,  if  s<^  when  will  it  be  in- 
troduced 1 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes,  Sir,  it 
is  the  intention  of  the  Government  to  in- 
troduce such  a  Bill,  but  I  cannot  name  a 
day  for  it. 

MR.  CHAMBERLAIN'S  VISIT  TO 
DUBLIN. 

Mr.DALY  (Monaghan,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  ^to^he  Lord 
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Lieatetiant  of  Ireland,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  during  a  recent  visit  of  a 

Cabinet  Minister  to  Trinity  College, 
Dublin,  the  students  of  that  institution 
attacked  the  Mansion  House,  tore  down 
the  flag,  and  assaulted  an  old  woman  who 
was  the  caretaker,  as  well  as  breaking  the 
windows  of  tradesmen;  whether  any  of 
these  students  were  arrested  or  prosecuted 
for  these  offences ;  and  if  not,  whether  he 
can  explain  what  tiie  police  were  doing 
on  the  occasion. 

The  chief  SECRETARY  k>r  IKE- 
LAND  (Mr.  G.  W.  Baltour,  Leeds, 
Central) :  On  the  occasion  referred  to, 
some  students  together  with  a  number  of 
outsiders  who  were  in  the  habit  of  attend- 
ing lectures  in  the  Medical  School,  appear 
to  nave  gone  out  by  the  Lincoln  Place 
gate  of  the  College  Park  about  one  i 
o'clock,  and  proceeded  to  the  Mansion 
House,  where  they  rang  the  bell,  forced 
open  a  wicket  leading  to  the  garden, 
where  the  civic  fl^  was  displayed,  took 
it  down  and  carriea  it  away.  There  was 
a  struggle  between  the  Mansion  House 
servants  and  the  students,  in  the  coui  se 
of  which  a  woman  grasped  the  Union 
Jack  carried  by  the  students  and,  in  her 
efforts  to  tear  it^  was  dragged  to  the 
ground  and  a  pane  of  glass  vidued  at 
about  ten  shillings  was  broken.  There 
was  no  one  to  identify  the  persons 
alleged  to  have  seized  the  nag  and  broken 
the  window,  and  nothing  could  be  done, 
as  the  whole  affair  occupied  a  few  minutes 
only.  A  force  of  thirty  constables  under  j 
an  inspector  was  despatched  to  the  spot, ' 
but  wnen  they  arrived  a  few  minutes 
afterwards  everything  was  quiet. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Arising  ! 
out  of  the  answer  may  I  ask  the  right  I 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  it  is  not  true  j 
that  these  unseemly  and  riotous  pro- ; 
«eedings  were  purely  the  outcome  of  the 
iU-timeil  and  ill-advised  visit  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  1 

Captain  DONELAN  :  Can  the  right  i 
hon.  Gentleman  induce  any  of  these 
"  heroes "  to  volunteer  for  the  seat  of 
war  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

KETURNS  UNDEK  THE  LAND  LAW 
(IRELAND)  ACT,  1896  (CUKK). 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  Ibeg  t 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  ' 


Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state 
down  to  what  year  returns  have  up  to 
the  present  been  made  out  for  the  Land 
Judge  under  the  rules  made  pursuant  to 
section  40  of  the  Land  Law  (Ireland) 
Act,  1 896,  of  estates  to  which  that 
section  in  the  first  instance  applies ;  how 
far  the  returns  alr^y  presented  have 
been  gone  through  by  the  Judge  to  the 
Land  Comnuss'on  under  the  section ;  how 
many  reports  have  been  made  by  the 
Land  Commission  pursiumt  to  such 
requests;  how  many  estates  have  been 
offered  for  sale  to  the  tenants  under  the 
section  and  accepted  by  the  tenants,  and 
what  the  number  of  such  tenants  is,  and 
the  total  amount  of  the  purchase  money  : 
how  many  estates  have  been  actiiaUr 
vested  in  the  tenants  under  the  section, 
and  what  the  number  of  such  tenants  is  ; 
and  whether  the  offer  of  sale  to  the 
tenants  has  been  refused  by  them  in  any 
and  what  cases. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  Returns 
such  as  referred  to  have  been  prepared  so 
far  as  they  relate  to  cases  in  which 
receivers  were  appointed  prior  to  1891, 
and  all  the  estates  comprised  in  these 
returns  have  deen  dealt  with  by  the 
Land  Judge,  with  a  view  to  their  being 
sold  under  the  40th  section,  or  of 
determining  whether  they  were  actuatly 
estates  to  which  the  provisions  of  that 
section  are  applicable.  The  return  for 
the  period  between  the  years  1891  and 
1896  is  now  almoiit  completa  With 
regard  to  the  remainder  of  the  question, 
I  am  informed  that  the  records  of  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  have  nut  been  kept  in  such  a 
form  as  would  readily  enable  an  answer 
to  be  given,  and  that  to  obtain  the  in- 
formation an  investigation  which  wouI<l 
entail  much  trouble  and  some  expense 
would  be  necessary. 

FAIR  RENT  APPLICATIONS  IN 
COUNTY  CORK. 

Mr.  MAURICE  UEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Suciutary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  the 
number  of  fair  rent  applications  from  the 
county  Cork  lodged  with  or  transferred 
to  the  Land  Commission  and  still  unheard, 
and  how  long  ago  the  first  of  such 
applications  was  lodged ;  how  many  of 
such  applications  lodged  in  or  prior  to 
the  year  1898  aru  still  unheard;  how 
many  of  such  appiicatiuns  were  lodged  t>r 
transferred  dunng  the  year  1899;  how 
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many  were  disposed  of  by  the  Sub- 
Commission  during  the  year  1899 ;  and 
how  many  Lay  Aaslstant  Commissioners 
were  assigned  to  the  work  of  fixing  fair 
rente  in  uie  county  Cork  during  tike  year 
1899. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  There  are  715 
applications  to  fix  fair  rents  received 
from  County  Cork  that  have  not  yet  been 
listed  for  hearing.  The  first  of  such 
applications  was  lodged  in  October,  1897. 
Of  this  number  48  were  lodged  in  the 
latter  half  of  the  year  1897,  274  were 
lodged  in  the  year  1898,  and  357  in  the 
year  1899.  The  remaining  cases  were 
lodged  in  the  present  year.  There  were 
460  i^tplications  disposed  of  during  the 
year  1899,  when  one  wing  oi  a  Sub- 
Commission  worked  continuously  in  the 
county,  and  two  other  wings  of  the  same 
Sub-Commission  worked  there  for  portion 
of  the  period.  The  cases  lodged  in  or  i 
prior  to  1898  will  probably  appear  on  the 
next  list  issued  for  the  distriote  in  which 
the  holdings  are  situated. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  figures  show  that  the  work 
of  the  Department  is  falling  into  arrear 
more  and  more  every  year  f 

Mr.  Q.  W.  BALFOUR:  It  has 
certainly  been  falling  into  arrear. 

GOVERNMENT    PRINTING    IN  IKE- 
LAN  D-€OPYRICJH  lED  RATE  BOOKS. 

Me.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  the  Local 
Government  Board  have  sanctioned  the 
copyrighting  of  the  ratepaper  (Form  30), 
required  every  year  by  each  county 
council  in  Ireland  by  a  Dublin  printing 
firm  who  issue  books  and  forms  for  a 
Local  Gk>vemment  Board  official:  and, 
whether  they  can  state  if  the  effect  of 
this  copyright  has  been  to  create  a 
printing  monopoly  for  one  Dublin  firm, 
and  increased  prices  by  the  ratepayers  for 
this  ratepaper. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  form  of 
ratebook  prescribed  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  h&s  not  been  copyrighted,  and 
can  be  obtained  from  any  firm  of  printers 
and  publishers.  The  Board  learn  that  a 
mechanical  arrangement  of  the  ratebook, 
by  which  t^e  rates  for  two  half-years  can 
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be  shown  on  one  folio  of  the  book,  has 
been  protected  by  a  Dublin  printing  firm, 
but  the  Local  Gkivemment  Board  have  no 
official  information  respecting  this  form, 
nor  have  they  expressed  any  opinion 
about  it,  or  recommended  its  adoption  in 
preference  to  the  ratebooks  brought  oat 
by  any  other  firm.  All  forms  prescribed 
by  the  Local  Government  Board's  orders 
can  be  obtained  by  county  councils,  dis- 
trict councils,  and  boards  of  guardians, 
from  any  printers  and  publishers  they 
may  select,  and  at  whatever  may  be  the 
lowest  market  prices. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Is  the  right  hon. 
G«ntleman  aware  that  the  Iriw  Local 
Government  Board  has  recommended  to 
certain  tmunty  councils  the  use  of  this 
particular  form  1 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR:  I  am  not 
aware  of  that. 

FAIR  RENTS  IN  NORTH  KERRY. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  beg  to  aak  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  a  large 
number  of  tenants  residing  in  North 
Kerry  have  served  originating  notices  to 
have  fair  rents  fixed  Iwfore  the  Sub-Land 
Commission  at  Tralee ;  and  whether  he 
can  state  about  what  time  the  Sub-Com- 
mission will  sit  at  Trolee  to  hear  aj^car 
tions  from  North  Kerry. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR  :  I  replied  to 
a  somewhat  similar  question  yesterday. 
A  Sub-Commission  sat  at  Tralee  in . 
October  last  for  the  hearing  of  cases  from 
the  Tralra  Union,  and  a  further  sitting 
will  be  arranged  for  by  the  Commissioners 
at  as  early  a  date  as  practicable. 

IRISH  LAND  RE  VALUATION. 
Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  the  Grovemment  intend  to 
consider  the  immediate  nec^ty  of  re- 
valuation in  Ireland  and  take  measures  to 
have  it  accomplidied. 

Mr.  SHEE  :  1  beg  also  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Irdand  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to 
cause  a  re-valuation  of  land  in  Ireland  for 
taxation  purposes  in  the  immediate  or 
near  future;  whether  he  has  received 

Digitized  by  GooQle 


{2  FSBRU.^RY  1900} 


451        Address  in  Answer  fo        {COMMONS}        Vie  Quem*x  Spferh. 


expressions  of  the  desirability  of  such  re- 
vuuation  from  various  public  bodies  in 
Ireland ;  and  whether  judicitd  rents 
would  be  adopted  aa  the  rating  basis  of 
the  lands  in  respect  erf  which  such  rents 
have  been  determined. 

Mr.  G.  W.  BALFOUR :  The  Govern- 
ment are  not  averse,  in  principle,  to  a  re- 
valuation of  land  in  Ireland,  but  I  am  nob 
in  a  position  to  promise  to  deal  with  the 
matter  in  the  present  session. 

IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  ORDERS. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  will 
arrange  to  continue  the  Return  of  Rules 
and  Orders  issued  <under  the  Irish  Local 
Government  Act  down  to  date. 

-  Mr.  6.  W.  BALFOUR :  There  is  no 
objection,  in  principle,  to  the  preparation 
of  the  return  referred  to  in  the  question, 
but  I  should  like  to  look  a  little  further 
into  the  matter  with  a  view  to  ascertain 
how  many  rules  and  orders  have  been 
issued  since  the  first  return  was  laid,  and 
to  see  whether  it  might  not  be  better  to 
defer  the  presentadon  of  the  continuation 
return  until  it  can  be  presented  in  a 
fairly  complete  form. 

IRISH  TOWN  TENANTS  BILL. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  the  Govern- 
ment will  consider  the  advisability  of 
introducing  a  Town  Tenants  Bill  this 
session. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  No,  Sir,  we  do 
not  propose  to  suggest  legislation  of  the 
kind  which  the  hon.  Member  indicates  in 
his  question. 


United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg- 
leave  to  ofifer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Pu-liament."-— (Coptein  Prety- 
man.) 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"At  the  end  of  the  Qaestum  to  add  the 
words, '  Bat  we  humbly  express  ourre^retat  the 
want  of  knowledge,  torwight,  and  judKment 
displayed  by  your  Majesty's  advisers  alike  i» 
their  conduct  of  South  African  afTairs  since 
1895  and  in  their  preparauons  for  the  war 
now  pixMeeding.' "  —  (Lord  Edmmd  FUr- 
main-iee.) 


Question  again  proposed, 
words  be  there  added. 

Debate  resumed. 


"  That  those 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[Fourth  Day's  Debate.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  adjourned 
debate  on  Amendment  [January  30th]  to 
Question  [January  SOtnl,  "That  an  hum- 
ble Address  be  presented  to  Her  Majesty 
as  foUoweth — ■ 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the   Commons  of  the 


*SiR  FORTESCUE  FLANNERY  (con- 
tinuing his  speech  which  was  .interrupted 
at  midnight  the  previous  evening) :  I 
think  the  House  is  to  be  congratulated 
upon  the  higher  level  of  patriotism  to 
which  the  debate  has  been  raised  by  the 
speeches  delivered  yesterday  from  the- 
front  benches.   The  right  hon.  Baronet 
opposite  who  last  spoke  did  not  dissociate 
I  himself   from    mere    party  attack  as 
thoroughly  as  many   of  his  admirers 
'  hoped  ne  would  have  done.    His  thewy 
I  that  this  vote  of  censure  was  necessary 
I  to  enable  hon.  Members  opposite  to  ex- 
I  press  all  their  blame  of  the  Government 
I  so  that  afterwards  they  might  settle  down 
,  to  the  assistance  of  the  Government  in  a 
I  national  danger  was  a  curious  form  of 
special  pleading.     I  suppose  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  really  think  that  the 
Government  are  lacking  in  knowledge, 
{ foresight,  and    judgment,    but  before 
I  saying    so   surely    they    could  have 
.  waitm  until  after   the  supplies  had 
been  A  Oted,  and  until  all  the  militan.' 
necessities  which  are  the  main  object  and 
purpose  of  this  session  had  been  dealt 
I  with.    Both  sides  of  this  House  ought  to 
be  ready  to  join  and  consider  what  is 
■  really  necessary  for  the  Army  and  for  the 
1  best  interests  of  the  country.    The  right 
'  hon.  Baronet  opposite  said  that  this 
^  Amendment  was  not  intended  to  bridge 
over  the  difierences  amongst  hon.  Mem- 
I  bei  s  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  House. 
That  may  not  have  been  the  intention, 
but  undoubtedly  it  is  a  most  skilfully 
drawn  Amendment,  intei^ded  to  recoDcile 
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such  widely  divergent  views  as  those  held 
by  tho  right  hon.  Baronet  himself,  those 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Dumfries,  and 
probably  those  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  Bodmin,  who  still 
sits  on  this  side  of  the  House.  But  does 
it  reconcile  those  views  ?  Is  it  a  patriotic 
Aiuondment  t  What  good  will  it  do  to 
the  country,  whatever  may  be  its  effect 
on  the  party  opposite  1  If  the  Amend- 
ment were  to  succeed  a  General  Election 
must  follow,  and  I  ask  is  this  the  time 
when  any  patriotic  man  anxious  for  the 
welfare  of  his  country  would  desire  to 
have  a  General  Election  1  Is  this  not 
rather  a  time  to  close  up  all  our  party 
ranks,  and  show  a  united  front  in  the  face 
of  the  world  and  to  our  enemies  in 
Soutb  Africa  ?  Will  not  the  chances 
of  additional  complications  be  enormously 
increased  by  the  public  exhibition 
of  these  differences  amongst  us  1  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  stated  that  his  friends 
and  himself  would  support  the  prosecu- 
tion of  this  war  until  the  British  flag 
should  fly  at  Jobanneaburg  and  Pretoria, 
and  until  it  was  impossible  to  have  a 
repetition  of  an  oligarchy  there  and  no 
more  arsenals.  That  statement  goes  far 
ttf  redeem  the  vacillating  utterances  of 
many  of  his  colleagues.  I  would  ask  how 
many  of  his  colleagues  agree  with  that 
uttei-aiice  ?  I  am  sorry  that  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Op- 
position is  not  in  his  place,  because  I 
would  have  humbly  emphasised  the  chal^ 
lenge  made  by  the  Leader  of  the  House 
thai  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite 
should  state  what  is  his  view  upon  this 
matter^  and  how  far  he  is  prepared  to 
support  the  Government  in  carrying  on 
this  vrsLT  to  its  ultimate  and  successful 
end.  I  would  have  invited  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  for  once  to  make  up  his  mind 
and  stick  to  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- ' 
man  in  his  apologia  for  his  Amendment  \ 
said  -  - 

**  It  would  have  Ituen  impossilile  for  the 
Government  to  begin  thu  session  without  a 
laige  diHCOiMion  on  the  general  points  of  the 
war." 

I  do  not  agree  with  that  statement.  On 
the  contrary,  I  say  it  would  not  only 
have  been  possible,  but  it  would  have 
been  easy  and  more  patriotic  to  have 
begun  the  session  by  the  announcement 
from  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  that  they 
held  the  Government  seriously  to  blame ; 
that  they  did  not  intend  to  withdraw  one 
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single  iota  of  the  blame ;  and  after 
taking  counsel  together,  they  might  have 
decided  to  reserve  the  discussion  of  thlp 
question  until  after  the  real  business  of 
the  session  had  been  dealt  with*  and  until 
all  the  possible  and  necessary  provision 
had  been  made  for  the  carrying  on  of  the 
war.  Instead  of  this  we  have  had  the 
national  time  occupied  with  a  discussion 
merely  for  the  furtherance  of  party  spirit. 
The  statement  that  this  discussion  is  not 
delaying  the  work  of  military  preparation 
is  one  of  extreme  value,  for  it  will  relieve 
the  feeling  of  anxiety  in  the  country,  and 
it  will  go  far  to  reassure  the  country, 
which  is  still  without  the  prestige  of  a 
united  House  of  Ck>mmons.  The  right 
hon.  Baronet  was  much  exercised  in  nis 
speech  as  to  the  British  Constitution,  and 
enlisted  this  in  defence  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  explaining  their  inaction  in  re- 
gard to  the  war  preparations.  Supposing 
the  Government  had  made  the  serious 
war  preparations  which  some  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  think  ought  to  have  been 
made  in  advance,  and  supposing  there  had 
been  no  war,  what  would  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  have  done  then  1  Why,  they 
would  have  gone  to  the  country  de- 
nouncing the  Government  for  its  want 
of  foresight,  for  its  extravagance  in 
spending  the  money,  and  for  un- 
necessarily burdening  the  ratepayers 
with  the  cost  of  the  war.  All 
these  are  possibilities  under  the  British 
Constitution,  and  are  necessarily  invoh'ed 
in  our  system  of  Government— a  fact  which 
is  obvious  to  everybody  in  this  House.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South  Shields, 
whose  brilliant  speech  is  within  the 
memory  of  this  House,  has  stated  that  he 
will  vote  for  the  Amendment  because  he 
believes  that  this  war  was  inevitable  and 
just,  but  the  Government  did  not  make 
i  adequate  preparations  for  it.  But  if  this 
]  Amendment  goes  to  a  division  I  shall  vote 
against  it  on  precisely  the  same  grounds 
as  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Shields  will  vote  for  it,  namely  that  the 
war  was  unavoidable,  and  that  tho 
Government  made  all  the  military  prepara- 
tions which  they  were  advised  were 
necessary,  or  could  have  made  with- 
out the  sanction  of  the  Honse. 
I  believe  it  would  be  greatly  to  the 
interests  of  our  party  and  the  Govern- 
ment if  this  Amendment  went  to  a 
division,  because  it  would  show  that  the 
Government  still  possess  the  confidence 
of  the  vast  majority  of  this  House,  and 
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really  reflects  the  opinion  of  the  great 
majority  of  the  people  of  this  country 
upon  this  most  important  national  ques- 
tion, But,  Sir,  it  is  better  that  this 
flivision  should  not  be  taken,  and  that  we 
should  be  united  on  this  question  l>efore 
the  world.  I  would  remind  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  that  in  1878  Mr.  Gladstone, 
as  leaoOT  of  the  Liberal  party,  then  in 
opposition,  requested  one  of  his  associates 
to  move  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Qovem- 
raent  of  the  day.  A  vote  of  censure 
was  put  down  on  the  Paper,  but 
after  news  bad  been  received  of 
a  strategic  movement  of  Russian  troops, 
which  was  not  accompanied  by  a 
single  blow,  Mr.  Gladstone  considered 
that  the  duty  ot  the  Opposition  was  to 
avoid  embamissing  or  appearing  to 
embarrass  the  Grorernment,  and  he 
requested  his  colleague  to  withdraw  the 
motion.  Is  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  less  patriotic 
than  Mr.  Gladstone,  or  is  it  that  he  is  less 
influential  with  his  followers  1  Be  that  as 
it  may,  I  would  appeal  to  him  on  the 
broadest  grounds  of  patriotism  that  his 
duty  in  this  instance  is  to  pursue  the 
course  pursued  by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1878. 
We  are  still  fighting  under  circumstances 
of  extreme  discouragement  in  South 
Africa ;  nay,  we  are  fighting  for  our  very 
Empire,  and  I  do  not  class  as  real  patriots 
those  who  endeavour  to  make  part^  capital 
out  of  such  a  state  of  things.  1  believe  that 
when  the  full  significance  of  the  present 
debate  is  known  to  the  country  many 
who  are  ordinarily  ardent  supporters  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his  col- 
leagues will  dissociate  themselves  from 
the  course  which  has  been  taken.  We 
are  now  in  a  moment  of  emergency,  and 
what  is  required  is  to  make  provision  for 
our  immediate  and  urgent  needs.  All 
this  time  South  Africa  waits,  and  we  have 
no  alternative  but  to  fight  out  this  war  to 
the  end,  and  the  end  was  indicated  in 
the  speech,  to  which  I  desire  to  pay  a 
tribute  of  admiration,  of  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Berwick  Division. 
The  end  must  be  reached,  but  before  it  is 
reached  there  may  be  further  reverses. 
Let  us  be  prepared  for  them.  The  deter* 
minationof  our  people  will  bo  the  same — 
a  determination  that  our  colonies  shall 
be  protected,  and  our  position  in  South 
Africa  secured  for  all  time,  that  the 
federation  of  our  colonies  shall  be 
completed,  and  that  the  anxieties  now 
pressing  upon    us   shall  lie  removed. 
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Under  these  circumstances  it  is  the  duty 
of  this  House  to  put  aside  party  spirit, 
and  to  patriotically  think  only  of  what  is 
best  for  our  country  in  the  hour  of  her 
need. 

*Mr.  BRYGE  (Abeitieen,  S.) :  The  hon. 
Gentlemui  who  has  just  sat  down,  like 
several  others  who  mive  spoken  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House,  has  endea- 
voured to  represent  this  discussion  as  one 
which  might  have  been  avoided,  and  one 
which  was  not  patriotic.  Sir,  this  discus- 
sion was  absolutely  unavoidable.  All 
the  precedents  are  in  its  favour.  There 
has  never  been  a  similar  position  in 
which  the  Opposition  did  not  at 
the  very  first  moment  arraign  the 
policy  of  the  Government,  and  require  it 
to  account  for  the  position  into  which  it 
had  brought  the  countay.  I  will  not, 
however,  repeat  what  was  said  yesterday 
hy  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  tlie 
^rwick  Division  in  his  very  impressiye 
speech,  to  which  we  all  listened  with  so 
much  interest.  He  showed  by  irrefutable 
arguments  that  a  discussion  of  this  kind 
is  necessary  and  that  it  hastens  instead  of 
delays  the  real  business  of  the  session. 
Everybody  in  this  country  is  asking  why 
we  are  at  war.  We  have  had  a  great 
many  inconsistent  and  a  great  many 
unsatiB&ctory  explanations.  The  very 
persons  who  coo^lain  of  ua  raising  the 
question  in  the  House  of  Commons  are 
the  very  persons  who  lose  no  oppor- 
tunity of  telling  us  that  the  war 
is  just  and  was  inevitable.  Even  from 
the  judicial  bench  we  hear  fulminations 
most  unworthy  of  the  traditions  of  that 
bench.  I  believe  the  country  and  this 
House  desires  to  know  what  are  thu 
causes  which  have  brought  us  into  our 
present  podtion,  and  I  think  those  of  lu 
who  represent  the  country — as  we  all 
hope  we  do  in  our  several  ways — would 
be  entirely  unworthy  of  a  seat  in  this 
House  if  we  did  not  take  the  very  first 
opportunity  of  bringing  this  matter  t« 
the  great  inquest  of  the  nation.  There 
is  also  another  reason  which  requires  it. 
When  we  come  to  consider  the  settlement 
to  be  made  after  the  war,  it  will  l>e 
necessary  to  have  understood  and 
weighed  the  causes  which  have  produced 
the  war,  and  the  sooner  the  country 
forms  its  judgment  as  to  those  causes 
the  better  it  will  be.  The  Opposition 
are  accused  of  endeavouring  to  make 
party  capital  out  of  this  matter.  That 
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<diarge   is  always  mad^  and  will,  1 1  certainly  not  least  in  Gape  Colony.  It  gave 
hope^  always  be  disregarded.   Can  any- ,  the  Transvaal  a  justification  for  the  arma- 
une  think  that  it  is  an  agreeable  task  for  |  meats  which  immediately  followed,  the 
lis  to  say  in  this  House  what  we  believe  |  expenditure  on  which  leaped  into  much 
it  is  our  duty — certainly  a  most  unwel-  higher  figures  than  in  previous  years, 
come  duty — to  say  1    la  it  pleasant  to  !  it    threw  che  Orange  Free  State  into 
have   to  tell  the  countn^  that  it  is  '  the  arms  of  the  Transvaal  just  as  did 
engaged  in  awarand  is  making  enormous  |  our  war  with  the  Transvaal  in  1881,  and 
Dsmlcea  that  might  have  been  avoided  1  '  it  undid  the  work  of  years  in  Gape  Colony. 
Nothing  but  a  sense  of  duty  would  induce  i  Everyone  who  knows  Cape  Colony  will  tell 
us  to  undertake  so  painful  a  task,  and  I ;  you  that  the  progress  of  friendly  fusion  had 
am  ^lad  to  be  able  to  add,  after  the  frank  [  1>cen  most  satisfactory  up  to  the  raid.  But 
admisuon  of  the  Undersecretary  ef  State  I  the  raid,  deplorable  and  cuIpEible  as  it 
for  War — an  admission  which  1  expected  }  was,  did  not  change  what  o^ht  to  hare 
from  hia  fairness— -that  this  discussion  I  been  the  aim  and  purpose  of  our  polity, 
iloes  not  delay  the  executive  action  the  '  It  only  made  the  need  for  pacific  methods 
Government  has  to  take,  and  therefore  it  j  greater  and  the  necessity  for  patience 
lannot  be  suggested  that  it  in  any  way  '  greater.    As  detached  extracts  from  par- 
interferes   with    the    interests  of   the  I  ticular  passages  in  a  book  written  hy  me 
country.    Let  me  ask  the  House  to  con-  I  on  the  subject  ha^'e  been  read  in  this 
sider  what  was  the  South  African  problem  }  House,  perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to 
as  it  stood  immediately  after  the  raid. }  quote  a  few  words  which  I  used  in  1897 
What  should  have  been  in  the  beginning  '  to  sum  up  what  British  j^Ucy  in  South 
of  1896  the  aim  of  a  wise,  far-seeing  I  Africa  ought  to  be.    I  said  it  ought  to 
Hnd  statesmanlike  policy  in  South  Africa!  '  avoid  even   the    least    appearance  of 
Surely  it  should  have  been  to  promote  !  aggression,  and-  that  what  was  wanted  in 
concord  and  the  fu«on  oi  tha  races,  to  <  South  Africa  was  tact,  calmness,  and 
keep  the  peace,  to  soften  down  old  [  patience— above  all  things,  patience.  I 
animosities  and  to  endeavour   to  get  suppose  I  shall  t>e  told  that  the  Uitlanders 
Englishmen  and  Dutchmen  to  live  to-  suffered  grievances  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
gather  as  friends  and  to  co-operate  for  that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  them, 
the  good   of   their  common  country.  Sir,  there  were  grievances  in  the  Trans- 
Peace  would  have  produced  fusion,  and   vaal— I  have  never  denied  it — -but  they 
in  that  fusion  the  English  element  would  '  were  grossly  exaggerated.     They  were 
ultimately  have  prevailed.    There  was  a  '  gi'ievances  which  might  have  l)een  re- 
time, no  doubt,  when  it  might  have  been  moved  by  steady  and   quiet  pressure 
suggested  that  the  Dutch  element  was  instead  of  by  language  which  brought 
lilwlv  to  prevail.    It  is  deeply  rooted  in  this    country    into    a    jposition  from 
the  soil  and  increases  with  surprising  which  it  was  hard  to  withdraw  without 
rapidity.    I  do  not  know  whether  the  '  humiliation.    There  are  two  observations 
House  is  aware  that  the  number  of  I  would  like  to  make  in  regard  to  these 
Dutch  in  South  Africa  is  now  ten  times  j  gi'ievances.    The  first  is,  that  they  have 
greater  than  it  was    when  we  took  been  immensely  exaggerated.    I  do  not 
over    the    country    in    1806.     But  at  all  deny  that  there  was  a  btvd  Govern- 
the    tide     turned     in     1885.      That  ment  in  the  Transvaal ;   but  it  was  a 
year   marked    the   discovery    of   the  Government  whose    badness    did  not 
Rand  gold  fields,  which  increased  to  a  sur-  affect  men  in  their  lives  or  their  property* 
prising  degree  the  immigration  of  British   Property  was  perfectly  safe.    I  say  that 
nibjects  into  South  Africa.     From  that  without  the  slightest  fear  of  contradic- 
dme  onwards  it  was  plain  that  the '  tion ;  and  whatever  may  be  alleged  to 
firiUsh  element  would  grow  more  rapidly  the  contrary,  the  law  courts  rendered 
than  the  Dutch,  and  that  therefore  its  impartial  justice  between  man  and  man 
preponderance  was  assured,  at  any  rate  Life  was  safe,  and  the  best  proof  of  that 
for  some  generations.     The  fusion  of  is  that  the  only  case  cited  of  insecurity  is 
which  I  have  spoken  was  proceeding  up  |  the  ease  of  Edgar.     I  do  not  know 
the  raid  of  December   1895,  which  whether  that  case  is  fresh  in  the  memory 
interfered  with  and  destroyed  the  process  of  the  House,  and  I  will  not  entei-  into 
<'f  conciliation,  assimilation,  and  amalga-  details  further  than  to  say  that  the  man 
mation  which  was  going  on.     It  threw  whom  Edgar  struck  down  was  an  Eii^Iish^ 
matters  suddenly  back  in  South  Africa,  and  ,  man;  that  the  policeman  who  shot  Kdgar 
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when  the  latter  was  resisting  the  attempt 
to  arrest  him  was  a  man  named  Jones ; 
and  that  the  man  whom  fklear  struck 
ultimately  died  in  the  hospital  from  the 
effects  of  the  blow.    I  do  not  argue  this 
case  further  than  to  say  that  it  is  one  in 
which  it  was  quite  possible,  as  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Diunfries  stated 
the  other  day,  for  a  jury  to  arrive  at  the 
conclusion  to  which  that  jury  arrived,  and 
that  there  is  not  the  slightest  reason  to 
think  that  any  race  feeling  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  matter.    At  any  rate,  it 
was  the  only  case  cited  as  to  insecurity 
of  life  in  the  Transvaid.    When  you  con- 
-sider  what  a  mining  city  is,  and  what  is 
the  insecurity  of  life  and  property,  and 
the  difficulty  of  seizing  offenders  in  the 
mining  cities  of  America,  for  instance, 
the  wonder  is  t^t  there  was  not  more 
crime  in  Johannesburg.     Let  me  put 
another  point.     The  Eand  was  very 
prosperous.     Do  hon.  Members  realise 
how  the  mining  industry  there  was 
advancing  by  leaps  and  bounds  1  During  j 
that  period  the  number  of  stamp  batteries 
had  immensely  increased.   The  dividends 
paid    by  the   gold  mines   rose  from 
£794,000  in  1892  to  £4,847,000  in  1898. 
The  output  of  gold,  which  in  1896  was 
£7,864,000,  increased  in  two  years,  that 
is  from  1896  to  1898,  to  £15,141,000. 
It  cannot,  therefore,  be  said  that  the 
gold  industry  was  not  thriving.    Then,  as 
to  the  condition  of  the  white  working- 
men  ;  their  average  wage  increased  from 
£24  per  month  in  1896  to  £26  per  month 
in  1898.    The  country  was  one  of  the 
best  for  working  men  which  they  could 
find  anywhere  in  the  world.  Under 
these  circumstances  it  is  perfectly  clear 
that    the    grievances,    whatever    they  ^ 
were,  did  not  seriously  interfere  with  ' 
the   prosperity   of   the  gold  mining  ■ 
industry.    I  was  in  Johannesburg  the  | 
year  before  the  raid,  and  I  must  say  1 1 
never  saw  a  town  in  which  the  people  I 
seemed  to  be  enjoying  themselves  more 
completely   to    their   hearts'  content. 
Therefore,  although  I  do  not  for  a  moment 
deny  that  there  were  serious  grievances, 
and  that  they  deserved  the  attention  of  the 
(Government,  I  repeat  that  they  were 
grossly  exaggerated,  and  not  such  as 
obviously  requi!  ed  a  war  to  redress  them. 
Furthermore,  I  hold  that  they  were  e^-ils 
which  would  have  righted  themselves. 
They  had  nearly  done  so  before  the  raid. 
The  right  hon.  the  Under  Secretary  for 
Foreign  Affairs  himself  told  us  the  other 
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night  that  before  the  raid  the  Reform 
party  had  ver^  nearly  attained  victory  in 
the  presidential  election,  and  that  it  was 
,  growing  in  strength  every  day ;  and  there 
'■■  is  no  doubt  that  but  for  the  raid  it  would 
'  have  ultimately  succeeded.    The  raid 
stopped  that,  but  even  after  the  raid  con- 
fidence would  have  been  restored,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  campaign  against  the 
Transvaal  Government  carried  on  in  Eng- 
land, and  the  fear  and  suspicion  creatra 
thereby  in  the  Boer  mind,  which  prevented 
the  process  of  reform  being  resumed. 
Immigration  was  continuing  in  spite  of 
these  terrible  grievances.    The  average 
number  of  white  workmen  at  work  in  1896 
was  7,4.30,  but  it  had  risen  in  1898  to  9,476. 
The  condition  of  the  white  population  was 
therefore  improving,  wages  were  rising, 
and  it  was  perfe^y  dear  that  the  pro- 
portion  of  Englishmen  to  the  Dut«h 
would  have  gone  on  increasing,  and  the 
difficulty  of  maintaining  the  Krugerite 
^stem  would  have  been  constantly  greater. 
The  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign  Affiurs 
admitted  that  wben  he  said  that  the 
Krugerite  Government,  like  other  defec- 
tive Governments,  carried  the  seeds  uf 
its  own  dissolution.     What  conclusions 
are    we   to  draw  from    these    facts  ? 
This  conclusion  above  all,  that  it  would 
have  been  far  better  it  our  Govern- 
ment had  waited  a  little  longer  b^ore 
they  began  their  policy  of  pressing  with 
urgency  and  menace  for  the  redress  of 
the  Uitlander  grievances.  I  have  said  that 
the  grievances  were  bad  ;  but.  Sir,  war  is 
worse.    Everything  in  politics  is  compara- 
tive, and  the  redress  of  these  grievances 
affecting  a  compu^tively  small  number  of 
persons  who  had  gone  into  ^e  counto'y 
with  notice  that  the  grievances  existed, was 
a  very  small  matter  compared  with  tJie 
disastrous  war  into  which  we  have  been 
drawn.   I  Tentnro  to  believe  that  if  the 
Government  had  foreseen  that  war  would 
follow,  and  what  the  war  would  bring 
forth,  they  would  never  have  ventured  on 
that  line  of  policy.    Though  they  could 
scarcely  foresee  all  the  calamities  that  have 
followed,  they  ought  to  have  foreseen  that 
their  policy  was  a  dangerous  one,  likely 
to  end  in  war.     The  Transvaal  was 
armed,  and  the  possession  of  arms  acts 
upon  the  temper  of  men  who  bare  ti»m, 
and  makes  them  more  likely  to  have  resort 
to  the  use  of  these  arms.  The  Transvaal 
was  suspicious,  and  attributed  everything 
that  was  done  by  the  British  Govemmenl 
to  the  influence  of  the  men  concerned  in 
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•the  raid.  I  do  not  enter  into  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  Transvaal  Buspicions 
were  justified  or  not,  but  I  ask  the  House 
to  realise  what  was  the  cardinal  fact  of 
the  situation — viz.,  that  the  British 
Government  and  country  were  identified 
in  the  minds  of  the  Transvaal  Boers  with 
the  raid.  Everjrbody  knows  what  were 
the  facts  on  which  their  suspicions  were 
based ;  but  without  stating  tnose  facts  I 
am  content  to  point  out  that  these  bus- 
pitnons  were  known  to  exist,  were  known 
to  govern  their  views,  and  ought  to  have 
shewn  Her  Majesty's  Government  what 
distrust  they  must  expect.  Does  anyone 
then  think  that  if  a  year  ago,  when 
the  House  met  in  February  hs,t,  we 
would  have  consented  to  press  for  the 
redress  of  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders 
if  it  had  been  foreseen  that  the  price  of 
such  a  policy  was  the  present  war,  with 
all  its  calamities  1  Lot  me  give  an 
illustration  of  ,the  state  of  opinion 
less  than  a  year  ago.  A  debate  on  the 
Transvaal  was  raised  on  the  20th  March, 
by  tibe  hon.  Member  for  the  Ecclesall 
Division  of  Sheffield.  He  stated  in  strong 
terms  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders,  ana 
complained  that  the  Colonial  Office  had  not 
taken  steps  to  redress  these  grievances. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  made  what  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a  very  pacific  and  re- 
jissuring  speech.  I  remember  that  the 
hon.  Member  for  Poplar,  and  myself,  rose 
And  expressed  our  satisfaction  at  the 
pacific  language  the  Colonial  Secretary 
used,  and  said  that  we  wore  very  glad  the 
Government  realised  the  danger  of  rousing 
tbe  suspicions  of  the  Boers  and  of  inten- 
sifying racial  antagonisms  all  over 
iiouth  Africa.  What  was  more  significant 
still  was  that  not  a  single  Member  of  the 
House  then  rose  in  support  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Ecclesall  Division  of  Shef- 
field, whoso  attack  was  treated  mth  silent 
iwntempt.  If  these  grievances  were  then 
80  terrible,  and  called  tor  such  instant  int^- 
ference,  why  was  there  not  a  little  more 
feeling  in  the  House  shown  in  order  to 
stir  up  the  Colonial  Oflice  to  action  t  I 
maintain  that  the  better  course  fpr  the 
Government  would  have  been  to  exercise 
A  little  more  patience  until  the  memories 
«f  the  raid  had  ceased  to  be  so  fresh, 
and  a  more  favourable  moment  for  inter- 
Tcntion  arrived.  The  Government,  how- 
ever, shortly  after  20th  March,  changed 
their  policy,  and  why  they  did  so  I  have 
never  been  able  to  discover.  But  sup- 
posing that  they  folt  it  necessary  to  press 
lor  a  removal  of  the  grievances,  hon 


should  they  have  gone  about  the 
task  1  The  one  essential  thing  was 
that  they  should  have  carried  with 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  the  sentiment 
of  the  Cape  Dutch  and  the  Orange 
Free  State.  Hon.  Members  may  think 
that  that  was  a  hopeless  enterprise ; 
but  that  was  not  so,  because  in  the  pre- 
vious disputes  which  had  arisen  with  the 
Transvaal  Govmiment,  we  had  the  sym- 
pathy of  the  Cape  Dutch  and  the 
Orange  Free  State.  Every  one  re- 
members the  Drifts  question.  It  was  a 
matter  of  common  knowledge  that  the 
Orange  Free  State  and  the  Cape  Dutch 
complained  bitterly  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Transvaal  at  that  time,  and  the  Cape 
Dutch  at  any  rate,  as  we  know 
from  the  attitude  of  the  Cape 
Ministry,  would  have  supported  the 
British  Government  if  war  had  arisen 
upon  it.  It  was  the  bounden  duty, 
therefore,  of  the  Government  when  they 
took  up  this  question  of  the  Uitlanders* 
grievances  to  avoid  anything  like  aggres- 
sion, or  (iO  anything  that  might  seem  to 
threaten  the  independence  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, for  that  is  apoint  on  which  the  Dutch 
in  the  Orange  free  State  and  in  Cape 
Colony  are  extremely  sensitive.  Hou-- 
c\er,  the  Government  went  on  dis- 
reg^ding  these  considerations.  And 
here  I  would  like  to  submit  two  pro- 
positions which  I  trust  we  shall  agree  in 
holding  ou^ht  to  govern  a  great  country 
Uke  ours  in  negotiations.  The  first  is, 
that  small  States  have  the  same  rights 
as  great  States,  and  that  we  shoidd 
observe  our  treaties  with  a  small  State 
just  as  scrupulously  as  we  observe  thorn 
with  the  great  and  powerful  States. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A  J,  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  And  they  with  us. 

♦Mb.  BEYCE  :  And  they  with  us.  My 
second  proposition  is  that  every  State, 
not  only  Imore  it  goes  to  war,  but  before 
it  threatens  war,  should  hare  a  proper 
aise  for  war.  It  should  be  able  to  make 
out  what  is  called  a  casus  belli  before  it 
begins  even  to  threaten  a  resort  to  foi-ce. 
That  is  agreed  ;  but  if  that  is  agreed,  that 
is  the  proposition  which  we  have  dis- 
regarded. There  are  two  lines  on 
which  the  Government  might  have 
proceeded.  They  might  have  asked 
lor  a  redress  of  the  grievances.  If 
the  Transvaal  Government  in  an  arro- 
gant manner  refused  to  redress  them, 
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they  might  have  furnished  a  casm  belli. 
I  do  not  say  they  would  have  funiished 
it,  for  the  negotiations  never  got  that 
length,  but  for  the  sake  of  argument  we 
may  concede  that  it  is  possible  they  might 
have  done  so,  had  the  Transvaal  i-efiised 
all  redi-esa.    But  the  question  never  came 
up,  and  we  never  dealt  with  it.  Instead 
of  going  upon  the  ^ievances,  we  elected  ', 
to  make  our  complaint  upon  the  question  i 
of  the  franchise.  .  Now  the  Government  \ 
could  not  use  with  regard  to  the  franchise  i 
question  any  argument  except  that  of' 
persuasion.  They  wore  not  entitled  to  use  j 
any  threats,  because  thet  question  did  not ' 
contain    any  mms  belli.    It  has  heen  j 
assumed  all  through  these  discussions  that ' 
we  are  entitled  to  go  to  war  to  secure ! 
franchise  rights  for  British  Uitlatiders.  i 
AVe  had  no  such  rights  whatever.     This  ; 
point  is  of  so  much  importance  that  I  j 
may  quote  some  facts  to  establish  it. 
First  of  all  there  was  no  provision  ever  | 
made  in  either  of  the  Conventions  for  \ 
granting  political  rights.    The  first  occa- 1 
sion  when  the  Transvaal  raised  their  | 
franchise  was  in  1882.    Ithad  been  leased 
on  a  one  year's  residence,  and  they  raised 
the  term  to  three  years.    In  1884  we  I 
made  another  Convention  with  them,  and 
if  we  objected  to  their  raising  the  fran- 
chise, then  was  the  time  to  object.  But 
by  making  a  new  Convention  in  1884  we 
waived  any  right  of  objection  to  their 
raising  the  term  which  we  might  have 
possessed,     AVhen    they    raised  the 
franchise  still  further  in  1890  we  a^in 
made  no  protest.     They   then  raised 
it  to  fourteen  or  fifteen  years.    That  was 
the  time  to  protest  if  we  thought  they 
had  not  the  right  to  do  it,  but  we  did  not 
do  so. 

CoLONKL  SAUNDEESON  (Armagh, 
X.) :  May  I  ask  what  Government  was 

in  power  at  the  time  1  ' 

Mr.  BRYCK:  In  1890  a  Conser\'ative  i 
Ministry  was  in  power.  Both  parties  iti 
the  House  have  all  along  taken  the  same 
view  of  the  legal  operation  of  the  two 
Conventions  in  this  respect.  In  1896 
Mv.  Chamberlain  said — 

"Since    tlie    CrmventioH    of     1884  Her 
Majesty's  Uoverndieiit  have  recojrni^ed  the  ■ 
South  Afriniii  lieptiblio  as  il  free  and  iiide-  ; 
|iendent  (•overnmeDt  i\s  regtirds  all  its  internal  j 
itH'stirs  not  touched  by  the  Convention.'"  ' 

Again  in  March  of  the  same  year  the  | 
right  hoii.  Gentleman  telegraphed  - 

*'  Her  Mnje^ty's  Government  do  not  claim  I 
liny  right  under  the  t'onvention  to  i>refcribe  I 

fitr,  Bryce. 


the  particular  internal  refomiB  iriiich  should 
h*t  oiade  in  the  South  African  Republic.*' 

There  was  no  mention  made  of  the  so- 
called  suzerainty  from  1884  until  it  was 
raised  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  1897. 
With  regard  to  that  I  must  say  that  the 
introduction  of  die  wordsuzerainty  has  been 
the  most  unhappy  introduction  of  an  un- 
necessary and  pernicious  theme  into  the 
negotiations  that  could  well  be  imagined. 
It  was  superfluous  so  far  as  we  were 
concerned,  because  it  could  not  mean 
anything  more  than  the  right  of  vetoing 
treaties  which  we  undoubtedly  had  under 
the  Convention  of  1884,  but  it  made  the 
Boer  Government  believe  that  under  the 
cover  of  this  vague  word  suzerainty  we 
were  endeavouring  to  set  up  a  right  of 
interference  in  their  'internal  affairs. 
This  belief  was  strengthened  by  the 
conduct  and  words  of  the  South  African 
League  agitators  at  Johannesburg,  who 
were  perpetually  calling  uj^on  Britain  to 
intervene  "  as  the  suzerain  power."  But 
our  suzerainty,  if  it  existed  (which  it  did 
not),  meant  nothing  more  than  the  right 
to  veto  treaties,  and  gave  no  title  to 
interfere  with  the  franchise  law  or  any 
other  internal  afiair.  All  the  demands 
thr»t  were  made  for  the  extension  of  the 
franchise  were  based  upon  no  right  what- 
ever of  this  country,  and  could  only  be 
supported  by  arguments  of  persuasion  and 
remonstrance,  and  not  by  threats  of  war. 
The  language  of  the  Government  was 
however  the  language  of  constant  and 
increasing  menace,  and  it  was  accom- 
panied by  the  sending  out  of  troops  at 
a  time  when  negotiations  were  in  progress 
on  a  question  which  furnished  no  casus  belli. 
Seldom  have  negotiations  which  ought  to 
have  kept  a  conciliatory  tone  been  con- 
ducted with  less  prudence  or  less  regard 
to  le^l  right.  It  has  already  been 
remanced  that  there  were  several 
despatches  which  were  most  unfor- 
tunate to  publish,  one  of  which  wa** 
tliat  from  the  High  Commissioner  of  the 
5th  of  May.  Another  one  hardly  less 
unfortunate  was  that  sent  by  the  High 
Commissioner  on  the  .3 1st  of  August 
Li.st  year.  It  is  the  one  known  as  the 
"  hurry  up "  despatch,  In  which  the 
British  Government  is  urged  to  press  the 
Transvaal  harder  and  be  quicker  about  it, 
and  may  be  found  at  p.  51  of  C-9521. 
The  High  Commissioner  says : 

"HritLsh  South  Africi  i«  prepares!  for  extreme 
iiieaHures,  and  is  rea<ly  to  sutler  much  in  order 
to  t>ee  the  vindication  of  liritixli  authority." 
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X'niiei-  wlmt  circumstances   was    that , 
written  1   That  was  written  when  the 
itiily  matter  in  dispute  was  the  franchise,  | 
aiui   the  use  of  those  words  "  British  i 
authority "'    was    totally    mijustifiable,  , 
1>ecause  Britain  had  no  authority  what-  ' 
ever  in  the  matter  of  the  franchise,  a  > 
purely  internal  aftair.    The  High  Com- 
miasioner  had  himself  admitted  previously  , 
that  the  franchise  Mas  a  purely  internal  j 
(luestiou  and  his  words  on  August  31st 
show  how  completelv  he  had  forgotten 
the  legal  ruhts  of  the  case.    The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  said  the  Govern- 
ment ought  to  conduct  these  negotia- 1 
tions  without  any  unnecessary  menace,  i 
t»ut  their  language  has  been  the  language  ! 
of  menace  all  the  way  through.    The  [ 
Highbury  speech  was  a  speech  full  of  ' 
menace,  and  that  speech  was  made  on  the  \ 
26th  of  August,  after  the  Boers  had  sent  ' 
a  despatch  on  the  1 9th  of  August  agreeing  ! 
to  the  five  yeai*s  franchise  ;  it  was  made  at 
a  time  when  a  far  more  favourable  offer 
than  had  evei'  been  made  before  by  the 
Boers  was  in  the  hands  of  the  Government. 
>Ir.  Greene  at  Pi-etoria  on  the  30th  August 
used  that  speech  to  frighten  the  Boers. 
This  threatening  language   was  accom- 
panied by  the  sending  out  of  troops, 
which   there  was  no  justification  for, 
having     regard    to    the    facts  that 
the  negotiations  were  confined  to  the 
franchise.     5Iy  right  hon.   friend  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  was  therefore 
entirely  jnstitied  when  he  said  that  ao 
long  as  the  question  under  discussion  was 
the  question  of  the  franchise  there  was 
no  justification  for  threats  of  war  nor  for 
that  most  serious  form  of  threat  which 
consists  in  ostentatious  preparation  for 
war.     After  September  yth,  and  finally 
after    September   22nd,    the  franchise 
question  was  dropped.    The  Government 
then  said  that  they  must  put  forward 
demands  whicli  might  furnish  a  casus  hHli, 
and  perceived  also  that  they  were  getting 
within  a  measurable  rlistance  of  war, 
while  still  imperfectly  prepared  for  it. 
They  said  in  the  telegram  of  the  8th 
September  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment reserved  their  right  to  consider 
their  position  (If  novo  and  to  formulate 
new  proposals,  obv  iousl}'  of  a  far-reaching 
kind :  and  they  said  that  they  would 
communicate  their  views  in  a  further 
despatch.     It   is    worth  remembering 
that   the    fresh    proposals  which  the 
Government  said  they   wouhl  formu- 
late never  went  to  the  Boers  before  they 

Vol.  LXXVni.   [Fourth  SERiEa.] 


declared  war  on  October  9th.    What  was 
being   done   in    the    interval  1  Her 
.Majesty's  Government  was  preparing  for 
war.    [An  Hon.  Mrmbeh  :  So  were  the 
Boers.]    Certainly  they  were,  and  after 
the  language  of  Mr,  Gonyngham  Greene 
and  of  the  Highbury  siwcch  could  they 
do  anything  else  but  prepare  for  war  t 
The  trouble  was  that  the  (iovernmeut 
prepared  for  war  too  late.    They  did  not 
send  out  enough  troops  to  put  the 
colonies  in  a  proi}er  state  of  <lefence,. 
because,  I  believe,  they  thought  ;dl  along 
that  the  Boers  would  yield.    The  Govern- 
ment were  perauaded  that  they  had  only 
to  threaten  sufficiently  in  order  to  make 
the  Boers    give    way.      The  Under 
Secretary  for  War,  in  a  speech  which 
was  listened  to  not  only  with  pleasure 
but  with  admiration,  and  on  which,  if  I 
had  been  in  the  House,  I  shoidd  have 
been  glad  to  offer  him  my  congratula- 
tions, has  said  that  the  (Toveiiiment  were 
not  able  to  send  out  troops  sooner  or  to 
make  larger  preparations  because  they  did 
not  want  to  spoil  their  diplomacy.  Then, 
if  they  did  not  want  to  spoil  their 
diplomacy  by  their  prejui rations,  why 
did  t^ey  not  reduce  their  diplomacy  to 
the  level  of  their  preparations  '!  These 
two  things  ought  to  go  hand  in  hniid,  but, 
so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  it  would 
appear  as  if  the  diplomacy  had  been  wai'- 
hke  and  the  preparations  peaceful.  They 
steered  the  ship  into  the  storm  while  the 
barometer  was  falling,  and  before  the 
ship  was  made  ready  to  meet  it.  They 
have  so  mismanaged  the  whole  matter  as 
to  give  our  antagonists  both  a  legal  and 
a  material  advantage,  a  legal  advantage, 
because  we  have  never  shown  a  casus 
bdli,  a  material  advantage.  I)ecan.se  we 
'  gave  them  the  benefit  of  tlioKc  preciou.s 
'  first  iia3's  and  weeks  of  the  campaign 
I  which  have  so  greatly  effected  its  whole 
I  subsequent     course.      When  people 
'  asked  what  was  the  i-eason  for  this 
I  war,  the  most  common  answer  given  was 
'  that  we  were  fighting  for  etjual  rights,  to 
!  put  down  an  oppressive  oligarchy.  But  we 
\  have  no  right  to  put  it  down.    We  have- 
t  no  rights  against  the  Transvaal  except 
what  the  Convention  of  gave  us. 

Oligarchy  or  not,  that  is  a  matter  for  its 
own  laws ;  and  we  have  no  more  legal 
jiLstiticatioH  for  complaining  of  an 
oligarchy  in  the  Transvaal  rlimi  we  have 
of  a  desjmfism  in  Russia.    When  1  am 

I  told  that  the  Transvaal  is  an  oligarchy, 

I I  would  remind  the  House  that  it  is  an 
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oligarchy  which  rests  on  universal  sufTrage 
— the  universal  suffinga  of  its  own 
citizens,  who  are  the  people  who  took  the 
country  and  made  the  country,  and  are 
the  permanent  inhabitants  of  the  country, 
aa  opposed  to  the  Uitlanders  who 
come  and  go — except  the  mines — 
the  mines  are  not  the  whole  of 
the  country.  I  wish  they  had  given  the 
franchise ;  but  can  we  call  that  country 
an  oligarchy  in  which  its  citizens,  down 
to  the  age  of  thirteen,  rally  to  its  sup- 
port when  it  is  attacked  ?  If  so  all  the 
democracies  of  the  ancient  world  were 
oligarchies.  Others  assign  another  cause, 
and  say  that  we  are  trying  to  remove  the 
grievances  of  the  Uitlan^rs.  But  this, 
too,  we  cannot  rightfully  allege.  We 
never  made  the  grievances  of  the  Uit- 
landers a  cause  for  war,  because  we  never 
formulated  our  demands  for  redress,  and 
do  not  know  but  what  redress  would  have 
been  granted  had  we  persisted  in  those 
demands.  These  are  not  merely  technical 
considerations.  They  have  maAe  all  the 
difference  to  the  attitude  of  the  Orange 
Free  State,  and  a  great  difference  to  the 
Cape  Dutch.  It  is  because  we  deserted 
right  and  have  appeared  as  ag- 
gressors that  we  have  Uie  Free  State 
against  us,  and  have  alienated  the  Ca;ie 
Dutch.  We  have  also  incurred  the  cen- 
sure of  foreign  countries  by  the  same 
disregard  of  legal  rights.  I  do  not  speak 
merely  of  the  foreign  press,  which  has 
■often  shown  its  jealousy  and  bitterness. 
I  speak  of  enlightened  and  moderate 
•opinion  abroad  which  has  olten  been  with 
England.  There  are  many  people  in 
foreign  countries  to-day  who  are  passing 
a  severe  censure  upon  Great  Britain,  and 
who  never  censurwl  us  before.  I  had  a 
letter  the  other  day  from  a  distinguished 
German  politician,  and  the  editor  of  a 
powerful  German  paper,  and  he  said,  "  I 
have  always  been  the  friend  and  defender 
of  England,  but  now  we  find  your  conduct 
in  this  matter  absolutely  indefensible." 
And  I  think  there  has  never  been  a  time 
ii}  which  the  general  condemnation  of  the 
country  has  been  so  widespread.  We 
have  considerable  cause  for  disquiet  when 
we  regard  the  ptHtsibly  unfriendly  action 
of  sevend  of  the  Continental  Powers  and 
couple  that  with  the  almost  universal  dis- 
approbation of  the  peoples  of  Europe.  I 
rejteat,  therefore,  that  it  is  a  great  error 
to  appear  before  the  world  with  a  weak 
legal  case.  A  third  cause  for  the  war 
is  assigned   by  those    who   feel  the 

Mr.  Bryee, 


weakness  of  the  reasons  already  men- 
tioned. AVe  are  told  that  the  Boers 
challenged  British  supremacy.  Their 
armaments  were    not  a   challenge  to 

I  British  supremacy,  for-  the  First  Lord  of 
I  the  Treasury  baa  admitted  that  their 
I  armaments  were  justified  by  the  raid. 
I  ["No,  no."]  Yes,  for  the  First  Lord  has 
I  said  that  the  raid  prevented  Ministers 
I  from  complaining  of  those  armaments. 
I  It  might  be  said  that  their  armaments 
i  were  in  excess  of  what  would  be 
!  needed  to  suppress  a  rising.  That  is 
perfectly  true,  but  the  next  attack  they 
expected  was  not  (me  from  their  Uitlander 
subjects,  but  from  this  country,  be- 
cause they  believed  that  the  men 
who  had  made  the  raid  had 
got  the  ear  of  the  Government  of 
this  country.  It  is  idso  said,  by  those 
who  feel  that  some  sort  of  humanitarian 
palliation  for  the  war  is  needed,  that  the 
war  was  made  for  the  sake  of  the  nati\os, 
but  those  who  know  how  the  natives  have 
been  treated  by  the  whites  in  every  part 
of  South  Africa  will  feel  that  otu- 
hands  are  not  clean,  though  it 
is  quite  true  that  the  Boers  have 
treated  the  natives  much  worse  than 
we  have  done.  In  this  native  question, 
considering  what  has  been  done  to  the 
natives  in  British  territories,  no  just 
cause  for  war  can  be  found.  Then  we 
have  the  argument  of  the  conspiracy  to 
drive  us  out  of  South  Africa,  but 
that  is  not  the  cause  which  brought 
a1>out  the  war.  It  was  an  after- 
thought to  explain,  to  excuse  the  nar. 
If  there  was  the  conspiracy,  and  if  it 
was  the  cause  of  the  war,  why  did  the 
Government  not  know  of  it  t  It  has  not 
been  proved  to  exist,  and  indeed  all  the 
probaoilities  are  the  other  way.  Now,  does 
the  House  know  what  the  probabilities 
are  1  Was  this  conspiracy  hatched  in  the 
Transvaal  1  It  is  quite  true  they  wanted 
to  expand.  \Vhy  ?  In  the  north  and 
west  it  was  for  the  sake  of  getting  more 
land.  As  their  population  increased  it 
was  necessary  to  have  that  expansion. 
They  wanted  it  for  the  sake  of  their 
stock  and  for  fresh  pasturage.  They  did 
not  want  to  expand  towards  the  two 
colonies,  l>ecause  there  the  land  was 
already  all  taken  up.  There  exists  much 
misapprehension,  regarding  the  parties  in 
the  Transvaal  and  their  respective 
aspirations.  The  party  which  was 
led  by  President  Kriiger  was  a  party 
which  wanted  independence  for  the  Traiu- 
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vaal  if  they  oonld  get  it,  and  they  wanted 
•expansion  over  unoccupied  lands  to  the 
north,  but  had  no  plan  for  absorbing 
the  British  colonies.  If  that  plan  existed 
— I  believe  it  was  only  the  dream  of  a 
few — it  was  not  the  policy  of  President 
Kruger;  it  was  the  policy  of  his  opponents. 
It  was  the  Young  Afrikander  party,  some 
-of  whom  no  doubt  had  the  idea  that  at 
some  time  or  other  there  might  be  a 
Dutch  Republic  embracing  Cape  Colony. 
Sut  that  was  not  Kruger's  policy  at  all ;  it 
was  opposed  to  his  policy ;  it  may  have 
been  Joubert's  policy,  it  was  not  Kruger's. 
^  far  I  have  dealt  with  the  Transvaal ; 
nov  let  me  come  to  the  Free  State.  The 
Free  State  had  lived  in  perfect  peace  with 
us.  The  Free  State  was  a  country  in  which 
Englishmen  and  Dutchmen  were  on  an 
equal  footing.  For  many  years  the 
President  of  the  Volksraaxl  of  the  Free 
State  was  a  Scotsman,  and  .  when  the 
President  of  the  Free  State  resigned  his 
-office  in  1895,  this  Scotsman  became  a 
-candidate  with  Mr.  Steyn  for  the  Presi- 
4lency.  I  was  told  when  I  was  there  in 
November  1895,  that  the  chances  of  the 
two  were  about  equal,  and  that  it  was 
extremely  likely  that  the  Scotsman,  who 
had  been  a  British  subject  and  British  in 
.all  his  feelings,  would  become  President. 
That  he  did  not  do  so  was  due  to  the  raid, 
which  of  course  roused  Dutch  feeling. 
There  was  not  the  slightest  reason  to  appre- 
hend any  share  on  the  part  of  the  Free  State 
in  any  Dutch  conspiracy  against  Bntain, 
or  any  sympathy  with  such  conspiracy. 
Least  of  all  was  there  any  reason  for  such 
.apprehension  with  regard  to  the  Cape 
Dutch.  Surely  their  loyalty  has  been 
sufficiently  proved.  We  all  remember  the 
despatch  in  which  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
epoke  of  them  in  1897,  and  the  exuberant 
testimonies  he  bore  to  their  loyalty.  We 
all  remember  the  grant  of  ^£30,000  a  year 
for  a  contribution  to  the  British  Navy, 
juid  we  all  remember  the  eloquent  wonls 
in  which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
expressed  his  sense  and  the  sense  of  the 
Government  of  the  conduct  of  the  Cape 
Dutch  on  that  occasion.  There  was  a 
Dutch  majority  in  the  Cape  Parliament, 
juid  that  Dutch  majority  passed  this  vote 
unauimoualy.  I  do  not  think  we  want 
.any  better  proof  of  Cape  loyalty  than 
that.  I  should  like  to  say  one  word  with 
regard  to  Mr.  Hofmeyer.  If  there  was 
jinybody  in  whom  the  Bond  policy  was 
personified  it  was  Mr.  Hofmeyer.  He 
«njoyedan  imexampled  influence  over  the 


Dutch  people.  What  has  Mr.  Hofmeyer 
done  1  He  was  known  to  many  of  us 
fifteen  years  ago  as  the  author  of  one  of 
the  schemes  of  Imperial  Federation,  the 
United  Tariff  scheme,  under  which  all  the 
British  colonies  and  the  mother  country 
were  to  unite  on  a  joint  tarifi",  in  which 
there  was  to  be  a  preference  given  to  each 
colony  and  the  mother  country  as 
members  one  of  another.  I  do  not  think 
you  want  better  proof  than  that  of  the 
loyalt}'  of  Mr  Hofmeyer  to  the  British 
Empire.  Within  the  last  fewmonths  he  has 
done  everj-thing  a  man  could  to  prevent 
a  Dutch  insurrection  at  the  Cape  in  aid  of 
the  two  Republics.  I  might  add  that  not- 
withstanding the  terrible  temptations  and 
solicitations  to  which  the  Cape  Dutch 
have  been  exposed  during  the  fiist  three 
or  four  months,  when  many  of  them  have 
brothers  or  sons-in-law  or  other  near 
relatives  iti  the  hostile  armies,  very 
few  have  risen  against  us.  If 
there  had  been  this  conspiracy  surely 
it  would  have  been  shown  by  a  much 
moi-e  general  rising.  With  the  con- 
spiracy, which  I  hope  we.  may  take  to  he 
disproved,  there  goes  the  theory  that 
this  war  was  inevitable.'  Wars  have  often 
been  called  inevitable  which  were  in  fact 
avoidable  and  have  been  avoided.  How 
many  times  during  the  last  forty  yeai-s 
have  we  been  told  that  a  struggle  was 
approaching  with  some  European  Power, 
but  wise  diplomacy  has  averted  the  danger? 
Nor  can  it  be  said  that  this  conflict  was 
inevitable  when  there  were  several  points 
in  the  course  of  the  negotiations  when  a 
conciliatory  dispatch,  or  a  frank  accept- 
ance of  the  I^ge  concessions  which  the 
Boers  made,  would  have  removed  all 
danger  of  war.  The  only  thing  in- 
eWtable  about  the  matter  was  that  such 
diplomacy  as  the  Qovemment  foUowed 
was  certain  to  lead  to  war,  unless 
the  Boera  were  prepared  to  yield  every- 
thing. In  that  sense  the  war  was  inevit- 
able. Still,  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Government  intended  war ;  my  opinion  is 
that  they  went  on  thinking  the  Boers 
would  jrield.  I  believe  that  they  went 
on,  even  in  the  month  of  September,  with 
the  idea  that  their  preparations  would 
have  the  effect  of  inducing  the  Boers  to 
yield.  Our  complaint  against  them  is  that 
this  was  a  dangerous  game  to  play,  a. 
game  which  should  not  nave  been  played 
unless  your  preparations  were  in  such  a 
state  that  you  could  take  action  imme- 
diately on  the  declaration  of  war.  Now  wo 
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are  tol.i  that  it  is  destiny  whicl'is  answer- 1  alone,  to  look  uiK»n  it  simply  as  what- 
aMe  for  these  catastrophes— catastrophes  the  true  interest  of  this  country  is,  and 
which  appear  to  many  among  us  to  be  the  '  to  show  how  gra\  ely  those  interests  have 
natural  results  of  the  tr>tal  want  of  .  suffered.  We  are  \ery  often  told  that  it 
knowledge  and  of  foresight  which  the  ,  is  a  question  between  Imperialists  on  the 
Government  displayed.  l>estiny  is  an  one  hand  and  what  are  called  "  Little 
explanation   which  seems  to  Iw  better  Englanders "  on  the  other.  Mv 


titled  for  the  vizier  of  an  Kastem  poten- 
tate than  for  the  Minister  of  a  civilised 
coimtrj'.  The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasuri^, 
if  I  understand  him  rightly-,  carries  his 
theort'  of  destiny  even  further. 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK 
anj-thing  about  destinj-, 

*Mk.   BEYCE:  I 
from  the  right  hon. 
that  his  theory,  was  that 
inevitable. 


I  ha^  e  not  said 


com- 
plaint against  the  Government  is  that 
I  they  ha.\c  stmck  a  graat  and  heavy  blow 
'  at  our  Imperial  interests.  So  far  from 
I  complaining  from  the  point  of  view  of  the 
man  who  does  not  value  the  connection 
I  of  this  country  with  her  colonies  and  the 

rtssession  of  our  transmarine  dominions, 
accuse  the  Government  from  the  point 
of  view  of  one  who  does  ^  alue  that  connec- 
tion.    Our  hold  upon  our  self-governing 
ythcred   certainly  .  c^jQujes  lias  rested  for  these  niany  yeai-s 
rencleiuan  s  speech  :      ^  „po„  friendship  and  attachment. 

It  is  because  we  have  given  them  self- 
government,    and    because    we  have 
endeavouretl    to   keep  them  cordially 
'  attached  to  ourselves,  and  to  make  them 
'  value  the  Imperial  connection,  that  we 
is  I  have  been  strong  in  their  support.   But  I 


this  war  was 


.Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  Yu.s. 

*Mr.  BRYCE:  Very  well:  that 
destiny.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
carries  t\m  theory  still  further.  He  says 
that  not  only  was  the  war  ininitable,  but 
tht'  ignorance  of  the  GoAciinnont  was 
inevitable,  and  If  the  ignorance  of  the 
Goiernment  was  inevitable  the  want  of 
pi-ejiaration  was  inevitable.  I  will  carry 
the  chain  of  fate  one  stop  fui-ther.  Not 
only  was  the  war  inevitable,  not  only  was  tion 
the  ignorance  of  the  Governniont  inevit-  [  taut 


able,  and  not  only  w;is  the  unprepared-  population,  but 
ness  inevitable,  but  the  indignation  of  the  I  tegic  position, 
country  is  inentablo.  and  a  vote  of 
censure  such  as  this  is  the  only  course 
which  can  be  followed  when  such  diplo- 
macy ha3  been  pursued  and  suoli  deplorable 
results  have  followed,  'rhc  right  hon. 
Gi-iitteman  and  the  Prime  Minister  find 
fate  and  the  British  constitution  sufficient 
to  u.\plain  all  our  misfortune^-  As  regards 
the  British  constitution  I  will  say  just 
one  thing.    There  was  a  Roman  maxim, 


fear  that  at  present  we  have  destroyed 
those  feelings  ■  [Cries  of  di.ssent.]  Hon. 
Gentlemen  should  let  me  finish  my  sen- 
tence- I  fe;tr  that  we  have  at  present 
destroyed  those  feelings  in  the  bulk  of  the 
populatifin  in  South  Africa.  That  is 
a  serious  matter.  It  is  a  serious  matter 
to  alienate  the  nutjority  of  the  popula- 
of  a  great  colony  which  is  impur- 
not   only    from    its    wealth,  its 


also  from  its  stra- 
in nuMt  wars  we 
have  at  any  rate  this  consolation, 
that  although  we  may  be  hard  pressed 
for  the  moment,  we  can  look  forward 
to  and  contemplate,  after  the  war  is 
ended,  a  >»etter  state  of  things  for  which 
sacrifices  will  have  been  made  not  in  vain. 
But  here,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  I  see  diffi- 
culties at  the  end  of  this  war  quite  as  great 
as  the  difficulties  which  surrounded  us  at 
the  beginning.    Tlie  clouds  which  hang 


worthy  of  Imperial  Koiue,  and  worthy  to '  about  us  now  are  dark  enough,  but  the 


1»e  remembered  by  Imperial  England, 
that  Empire  is  preserved  by  the  same 
arts  by  which  it  has  been  acciuired.  If 
the  British  constitution  was  gfxxl  enough  to 
enable  us  to  build  up  the  gigantic  Empire 
»n  t'r  which  the  Queen  reigns,  surely  it 
is  good  enough  to  m;iintain  that  Empire. 
I  have  said  nothing  in  those  remarks  about 
tlu;  morality  of  this  war,  nor  about  its 
justice.  I  have  not  touched  upon  those 
topics  because  I  desirotl  to  keep  the  dis- 
cussion on  the  grotini*  of  l!rittsh  interest 


clouds  which  m\\  hang  alwut  South 
Africa  when  the  wai'  has  come  to  an 
end  M-il)  lie  quite  as  dark  and  quite 
;vM  hard  to  dispel.  But,  Sir,  we  must 
go  on.  It  is  one  of  the  curses  of  the 
position  into  which  we  have  got  that  we 
cannot  stop.  We  must  not  only  clear  the 
two  colonies  of  the  hostile  forces  which 
now  hold  them,  but  we  must  also  restore 
om-  military  reputation  and  position  ;  we 
must  make  our  strength  manifest  to  the 
world,  we  must  set  our  military  strengih 
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upon  a  proper  footing,  and  we  niiwt  also  ' 
«ee  to  it,  I  think,  that  at  the  close  of  this 
war  there  is  no  state  of  things  left  out  of 
which  similar  troubles  ctui  again  arise. 
On  this  subject  there  is  little,  if  any, 
difference  of  opinion  in  this  House,  at  any 
rate  among  English  and  Scottish  Momlters. 
I  yield  to  no  one  either  in  admiration  uf 
the  spirit  which  has  been  shown  ail  over 
the  country,  or  in  recognition  of  what  has 
been  done  by  our  colonies,  atul  I  venture 
to  think  that  in  expressing  that  sense 
of  the  way  in  which  the  eoiuitry  has 
shown  its  patriotic  constancy  and  onttrgy 
at  the  present  crisis  I  am  expressing 
the  feelings  of  all  the  Liberal  Members 
this  House.    The  feeling  which  the 


in 


country  has  expressed  will  be  shown 
in  this  House  b^  our  unanimously  voting 
the  supplies  which  the  Government  think 
necessary  for  the  occasion.    But  when 
die  time  comes  for  a  settlement  at  the 
end  of  the  war  we  must  show  a  change 
of  spirit  in  our  policy.    In  endeavouring 
to  settle  the  affiirs  of  South  Africa  in  thi^ 
future  we  must  show  more  wisdom,  more 
judgment,    more    foresight    than  the 
Government  has  shown  in  the  past.  It 
is  not  merely  our  material  strength;  it 
is  not   merely   our   wealth    and  the 
unrivalled    magnitude    of    our  Navy 
that  have  given  m  our  great  position  in 
the  world  and  have  extended  our  Empire, 
it  has  been  the  respect  we  have  generally 
inspired  for  our  sense  of  justice  and  for  nnr 
respect  for  the  rights  of  other  nations.  I 
do  not  say  that  even  Britain  has  not  some- 
times been  wanting  in  that  feeling,  but  I 
venture  to  claim  that  on  the  whole  her  i 
foreign  and  colonial  policy  shows  that  she  I 
has  not  only  a  love  of  freedom,  but  also  .a  I 
respect  for  the  rights  of  other  communities.  ; 
It  18  by  showing  that  respect  and  by  the  ■ 
wise  principles  of  the  policy  we  have  | 
followed  towards  our  colonies  that  we  have  ! 
attained  our  present  strength  and  great- 1 
ness.    Latterly  things   have  changed.  I 
{"No."']  I  am  afraid  they  have.  lamafraid 
that  latterly  we  have  begun  to  indulge  in  a  j 
haughty,  changed  spirit,  and  in  a  spirit  t 
which  has  sometimes  not  been  regardful  of 
the  rights  of  other  States,  and  of  late  j 
years  we  have  sometimes  gi^-en  cause  i 
to    other   countries    to    question    our  | 
regard  for  international  rights  and  the  | 
purity  of  our  motives.    I  txilieve  that  | 
in  a  return  to  those  better  traditions  by  , 
which  the  British  Empire  has  been  won 
lies  the  best  hope  of  recovering,  so  far  as  1 
we  can,  the  trust  and  the  confidence  of 


the  Dutch  in  South  Africa,  and  of  (;st;i- 
blishing  our  dominion  there  as  veil  as 
elsewhere  upon  the  best  and  suiest  of 
foundations — the  affection  of  our  fellow 
subjects. 

The  FIKST  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  GOSCHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square)  ;  I  am  sincerely  anxious 
in  this  debate  to  be  able  to  draw  from 
all  the  speeches  that  are  made  on  the 
other  side  of  the  House,  all  that  support 
of  our  policy  which  we  can  find  in  any 
portions  of  it.  I  do  not  wish  to  carry 
party  warfare  into  the  debate.  1  do  not 
wish  to  indulge  in  any  recriminations,  and 
as  I  listen  to  the  speeches  which  are  made 
1  ask  myself  how  much  do  they  contaiii 
which  may  possibly  support  us  in  our  policy 
in  South  Africa.  We  are  told  that  this 
Amendment  is  unavoidable — destiny,  I 
suppose,  according  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, has  forced  it  upon  the  Opposition. 
I  do  not  in  any  degree  wish  to  wound  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  susceptibilities  in 
regard  to  a  portion  of  his  speech,  >>ut  I 
cannot  help  saying  as  I  heard  the  long 
historical,  technical,  and  legal  portion  of 
his  arguments  in  trying  to  prove  that  this 

countrv  in  this  matter  is  in  the  wrong  

[Cries  of  "No,  no!".and  "TheGovmi- 
ment  I "]  No.  We  are  at  present  the 
servants  of  the  country.  We  are  at 
present  engaged  in  carrying  out  that  task 
which  he  himself  says  is  to  be  carried  on  to 
the  end,  and  I  wish  to  know  whether  he, 
and  those  who  sit  by  him  on  that  bench, 
think  that  the  co'-mtiy,  if  they  read  his 
speech,  and  if  they  believe  in  his  argu- 
ments, will  be  more  enthasiastic  in  sup- 
port of  us  than  they  are  now  ?  Does  lie 
ni)t  think  it  is  calculated  to  cool  the 
ardour  of  the  people  if  they  are  told  that 
this  is  an  unjust  war  1  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  he  had  not  declared  this 
to  be  an  unjust  war.  When  I  come  to  a 
further  portion  of  the  observations  which 
I  have  to  make  I  shall  have  to  point  out 
that  he  did  contend  it  is  an  unjust  war. 
But  the  people  know  that  it  is  not  an  un- 
just war.  [Cries  of  "  Oh,  oh  ! "]  The 
country  know^  it.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man towards  the  end  of  his  speech  felt  it 
his  bounden  duty  to  sa}"^  he  had  not  said 
it  was  an  unjust  war.  How  many  hon. 
Members  opposite  say  that  it  is  1 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  never  used  the  wnrd 
"  unjust "  either  one  way  or  the  othpr. 
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Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  right  hoii. 
Gentleman  forgets ;  he  used  the  word 
"  unjust."  He  said  it  was  an  immoral  and 
unjust  war. 

Mr.  BRYCE  :  I  said  I  should  not  enter 
into  the  question  of  morality  or  of  justice, 
1>ecau8e  I  was  arming  the  question  on  the 
1>  isis  of  British  interests. 

Mr.  GOSCHEK  :  Unfortunately  he  had 
entered  on  the  question  of  the  justice  and 
morality  of  the  war.    But  if  he  wishes  to 
have  an  answer  to  that  portion  of  hia  speech 
there  are  some  right  hon  Gentlemen 
\cry  close  to  him,  and  there  are  other 
hon.  and  right  hon.  GentlemeH  opposite 
who  have  said  that  this  was  an  inevitable 
war,  and  I  refer  him  to  them  for  a  sreply 
to  some  of  the  arguments  which  he  used. 
Well,  he  has  utilised  this  Amc-ndmeiit  for 
the  purpose  of  proving  that  the  country 
is  in  the'wrong,  an  effort  which  I  thought 
it  was  not  worth  his  while  to  make. 
Other  right  hon.  Gentlemen  have  given  us 
difierent  explanations  of  the  reasons  for 
the  moving  of  this  Amendment.  The 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the . 
Forest  of  Dean  said  that  it  was  mo^  ed 
in  order  to  bring  home  to  the  Go^  em- 
ment  their  responsibilities.    The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Bem-ick  | 
Division    of   Northumberland,   in  the 
extremely  able  speech  he  made  last  night, 
said  the  Amendment  was  moved  with  three  , 
objects,  and  they  were  to  criticise  some  of 
the  speeches  that  had   Ireen  made,  to 
enunciate  opinions  upon  the  matter,  and 
to  give  the  Government  an  opportunity 
of  redeeming  their  reputation.    The  other  ' 
night  it  seemed  clear  that  some  right  hon. . 
and  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  were  going  ', 
to  utilise  this  debate  in  order  to  do  some- 1 
thing  which  they  believe  it  is  their  duty  ; 
to  do,  and  that  is  to  hold  us  up  to  o1>lof|UV 
and  opprobrium,  while  others  wish  through  , 
it  to  chastise  us  for  our  imprudence.  I 
think  it  is  seldom  that  a  vote  of  censure 
has  been  justified  on  such  extraordinary'  I 
groiuids.    I  welcome  the  speech  of  the  | 
hon.  Gentlemen  the  Member  for  the 
Berwick   Division   of  Northiunberland,  ! 
not  because  of  the  criticisms,  which  we  j 
thought  unfair,  he  made  upon  indiA-idual  i 
members  of  the  Government,  but  because  i 
J  value  the  declaration  of  policy  which  . 
he  made,  and  which  exactly  expresses  the 
views  of  Her  Majesty's  Government, 
lu  the  first  instance  he  stated  that 
the  primary  object  of  what  had  happened 


i  was  not  the  planting  of  the  British  flag: 
I  at  Pretoria  ;  that  was  not  the  original 
conception  before  the  war  began,  hut 
I  since  the  war  began  he  has  declared  in 
the  strongest  manner  two  principles  which 
i  he  upholds.    One  principle  is  the  prin- 
{  ciple  that  there  j^all  never  again  be  an 
arsenal  which  shall  be  able  to  threaten 
!  that  which  must  be  the  superior  Power  in 
South  Africa,  and  on  the  other  band  he 
has  said  there  must  be  perfect  equality 
between  all  white  men.    In  those  objects 
I  I  entirely  concur  and  to  those  objects  we 
I  shall  devote  every  energy  in  our  power, 
j  and  we  shall  look  to  the  country  to 
I  oontinue  to  support  us  until  those  objects- 
I  are  gained.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
{  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean  said 
j  he  wished  to  bring  home  to  the  GoTem- 
.  ment  their  responsibilities.   In  reference 
to  the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet,  I 
think  I  might  leave  the  matter  where  it 
was  left  in  that  admirable  speech  of  tho 
Under  Secretary  for   War,   which  ex- 
hausted the  whole  subject  so  completely 
and  so  ably  that  we  would  be  perfectly 
I'eady  to  take  a  division  and  to  look  upon 
.  the  speech  as  a  vindication  of  our  posi- 
tion.   The  right  hon.  Gentleman  says  he 
wishes  to  know  where  the  responsibility 
lies.    The  responsibility  lies  with  the 
I  Cabinet.    I  do  not  understand  why  he 
questions  it.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
seemed  to  suggest  that  Members  of  the 
,  (lOVernment  had  tried  to  shelter  them- 
selves behind  their  military  advisers.  In 
no  sense  have  they  done  that.    In  no 
case  do  we  wish  to  do  it.    How  does 
it  happen  that  it  is    sometimes  said 
that  we  shelter  ourselves   behind  our 
military  advisers  ?  Because  hon.  Members 
press  us  over  and  over  again  to  tell  them 
what  the  advice  has  been  and  who  the 
generals  are,  and  if  we  tell  them  the 
authorities  on  whom  we  rest  they  say 
wo  are  sheltering  ourselves  behind  them. 
I  think  a  little  common  sense  can  deal 
with  the  ({uestion  of  responsibility.  The 
Cabinet,   of  course,  is   responsible.  I 
have  seen  a  good  deal  of  administration 
ill  the  course  of  my  political  life,  and  I 
warn  the  House,  when  the  time  comes 
that  the  War  Office  and  our  offices  have 
to  be  overhauled,  not  to  lose  themselves 
in  the  quagmire  of  organisation  and  re- 
sponaibility.     It  is  not  by  fixing  the 
responsibility  on  paper  that  you  wiU  ever 
1)6  able  to  dLevise  a  satisfactory  8olnti<m. 
There  has  been  too  much  said  on  this 
question  as  to  who  is  to  blame.    If  the 
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Ministers  do  wrong  yon  must  cashier  us.  |  against  us. 
AVe  take  the  responnibiiity.  Nor  can  we  wish  for 
admit  that  any  individual  Ministers 
should  be  singled  out  for  opprobrium. 
AVe  have  seen  with  deep  regret  the  effort 
which  has  been  made  to  blame  first  one 
Minister  and  tlien  another.  We  stand 
together.  It  is  beca'ise  they  are  not  able 
to  stand  together  themselves  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  that  they  are 
not  aUe  to  understand  our  strong 
solidarity.  So  long  as  the  British  Consti- 
tution is  what  it  is  it  is  necessary  that 
the  Cabinet  should  be  treated  as  a  whole. 


I  do  not  think  the  House 

an  elaborate  debate  on 
causes  which  led  up  to  the 
war,  but  I  may  here  state  some 
broad  propositions  in  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  He  said  we  had 
no  right  to  insist  upon  the  franchise. 
The  demand  for  the  admission  of  our 
fellow-subjects  in  the  Transvaal  to  the 
franchise  was  made,  not  because  we 
claimed  that  a  particular  franchise  should 
be  given  them,  but  because  we  wanted  a 
franchise  which  would  be  effective  and 
which  would  enable  the  Uitlander?  to 


If  individual  Ministers  cannot  agree  upon   have  such  a  measure  of  power  as  would 


a  particular  point ;  if  they  fiml  that  in- 
sutficient  means  are  given  to  them  by 
their  departments,  there  is  one  course 
for  them  to  pursue — they  may  resign. 
If  they  do  not  resign  they  share 
the  responsibility  of  the  Cabinet.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  any  member  of  the 


remove  the  gripvances  which  undoubtedly 
existed.  The  franchise  was  the  means  to 
an  end  ;  it  was  the  means  for  our  fellow- 
subjects  in  the  Transvaal  to  escape  from 
the  intolerable  position  in  which  they 
found  themselves.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman minimised  the  grievances  under 


Cabinet  were  to  refuse  to  give  the  neces-  <  which  they  sullerei.  He  spoke  of  the 
saiy  sinews  of  war,  if  he  thought  that  it ,  greater  output  of  gold  and  of  their  making 


was  80  strong  a  case  that  he  ought  not  to 
support  it,  he  would  resign.  So  long  as 
resignations  do  not  take  ^ace,  so  long  the 
Cabmet  must  be  considered  as  one  whole. 
If  mistakes  have  buen  made  it  is  the 
Cabinet  who  have  made  them.  We  have 
sought  the  best  advice  we  could  amongst 
our  military  advisers.  If  we  have  not 
been  able  to  find  the  right  men  it  is  not 
the  men  who  are  blam'able,  but  it  is  the 
Cabinet  who  are  to  be  blamed  for  choos- 
ing the  wroi^  men,  and  the  Cabinet  is  re- 
sponsible. Ido  not  think  the  ri^t  hon. 
Baronet  would  wish  me  to  push  this  doc- 
trine farther  than  I  have  done.  I  pass 
now  to  the  chai-ges  which  have  been 
brought  against  the  Government.  The 
first  broad  charge  has  been  elaborated,  to 
a  great  extent,  l-y  the  right  hon.  and 


£26  a  month  in  wages.  At  the  same 
time,  on  the  endence  of  those  who  were 
there  and  of  the  general  feeling  of  the 
Uitlanders,  they  were  in  an  intolerable 
position  of  inferiority. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  They  are 
fighting  for  the  Boers  now. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  think  I  ought  to 
receive  courtesy  from  the  hon.  H^mber 
opposite.  I  say  their  position  was  in- 
tolerable, and  that  intolerable  position  of 
the  Uitlanders  operated  upon  the 
position  of  the  whole  of  the 
British  population  in  South  Africa ; 
they  came  to  be  regarded  as  an  inferior 
race.  That  was  the  position  in  which  they 
found  themselves  in  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  called  an  out-of-the-way  comer 


learned  Gentleman,  and  it  is  that  this  is  ;  of  the  Empire.  There  must  be  no  out-of- 
an  unnecessary  w-ir.  In  order  to  prove  ■  the-way  comers  in  the  Empire  where 
the  charge  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  went '  British  subjects  are  concerned.    We  have 


back  to  1896 ;  he  reviewed  and  made 
quotations  from  a  number  of  Blue-books 
and  went  over  the  whole  history  leading 
up  to  the  war.  Like  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  the  Berwick  Division,  I 
decline  to  follow  him.    I  believe  the 


other  colonies,  and  if  we  were  to  act  upon 
such  a  principle  as  that,  that  where  there 
was  an  out-of-the-way  colony,  and  where 
our  interests  are  not  so  concerned,  we 
should  abandon  our  fellow-subjects,  then 
our  colonial  Empire  would  soon  be  gone. 


House  does  not  dasire  me  to  recapitulate  j  [An  Hon.  Member  :  The  Transvaal  is  not 
the  whole  of  the  arguments  as  regards  a  colony.]  I  must  ask  hon.  Members  to 
diplomacy.    We  are  now  in  the  midst  of  i  contain  their  indignation  until  I  have 


war.  To  the  charges  which  apply  to  the 
conduct  of  the  war  it  is  our  duty  to  reply 
fully.  My  hon.  friend  the  Under  Secre- 
tary [for  War  did  his  best  to  meet  the 
diuges  which  in  that  respect  are  brought 


done  and  not  interrupt  me. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.) :  Try  to  talk  sense.  [Cries  of 
"  Withdraw."] 
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*Mrw  speaker  :  I  must  ask  the  hon. 
Member  to  withdraw  that  ex{Hre8non. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  In 
•deference  to  your  request.  Sir,  I  will 
withdraw  the  expression ;  I  mil  not  ask 
him  t(j  speak  sense. 

Mr.  GOSCHKN  ;  This  is  a  very  serious 
■debate  and  a  very  anxious  time,  and  I 
am  wishing  to  establish  on  the  broadest 
possible  plan  some  of  the  points  which 
ought  to  he  Htated  shortly  in  reply  to  the 
right  hon.  gentleman.  1  do  not  pursue 
the  point,  l>ecause  I  believe  the  conscience 
of  the  country  is  perfectly  clear  as  to  the 
justice  and  the  mevitable  character  of 
this  war,  atid  I  should  be  sorry  for  the 
Government  who  in  these  democratic 
days  endeavoured  to  make  a  war  of  this 
kind  without  carrying  the  country  with 
them.  It  cannot  be  supposed  that  the 
enthusiasm  we  have  witnessed,  that  the 
coK>peration  of  all  classes  which  has  been 
so  striking  in  every  direction,  would  ever 
have  been  shown  by  the  common  sense 
of  the  country  if  they  held  the  views 
which  are  held  by  the  learned  professor 
who  preceded  me  in  this  debate  The 
right  bon.  Gentleman  and  other  speakers, 
wh»  have  pasijed  over  the  question  of  the 
justice  or  injustice  of  the  war,  dealt  with 
the  question  of  the  way  in  which  the 
negotiations  were  conducted.  The  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  admitted  that  as  far  back 
as  the  year  1899  the  language  of  the 
Government  was  paeifical,  but  he  spoke 
throughout  as  if  he  thought  we  had 
been  conducting  the  whole  of  these 
negotiations  with  menaces.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  And  Highbury.]  I  think  that 
the  country  generally  feels  that  there 
was  patience,  and  long-enduring  patience. 
Not  only  were  there  the  grievances  of  the 
Uitlanders,  but  attemptu  had  been  made  to 
break  the  Conventions  in  many  details, 
persistently,  fr>r  many  years.  I  am  not 
sure  that  we  iirr  not  more  niteii  to  the 
reproach,  which  some  hon.  Members  bring 
against  us,  that  wc  did  not  show  sufficient 
firmness  earlier,  than  to  the.  charge  that 
we  had  been  too  menacing  or  too  aggres- 
aive.  Now,  let  me  deal  with  the  charge 
which  is  made  against  us,  that  we  did  not 
sufficiently  time  the  sending  of  the  rein- 
forcements which  were  sent  to  the  Cape 
and  the  despatch  of  the  Army  Cotps 
with  our  negotiations.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the 
Forest  of  Dean  said  we  were  cntAngledin 


the  coils  of  our  negotiations.    If  it  were  a 
fault  that  during  our  negotiations  we  did 
not  send  sufficient  troops  to  South  Africa, 
surely  the  answer  to  that  charge  must  Ite 
that  we  believed  the  negotiations,  which 
we  hoped  would  end  in  i)cace,  would  be 
I  damaged  if  they  were  accompanie<l  by  the 
1  despatch  of  troops  to  the  colonies.  E.f 
I  post  fado  it  may  he  said  we  ought  to  have 
sent  them  earlier,  and  that  the  informs- 
I  tion  at  our  disposal  was  such  that  regi- 
I  ment  after  regiment  ought  to  have  1>een 
despatched  to  the  Cape  at  an  earlier 
period.   But  I  think  there  M-as  scarcely  a 
military  authority   at  the  time  who 
I  wished  to  accom|Huiy  these  ne|;otiations 
'  with  a  military  display.    The  right  hon. 
]  Gentleman  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
!  Dean  said  it  was  the  common  nwtom 
'  now    for  armies  to  be  nia.«8ed  on  the 
frontier  during  the  process  of  negotia- 
tions.   If  we  nad  taken  that  step,  war 
woidd  have  been  precipitated,  and  we 
should  not  have  been  in  one  whit  better 
position  than  we  are  now.    So  soon  as  it 
became  apparent  that  there  might  be  a 
risk  of  war,  we  took  steps  to  strengthen 
the  garrisons  in  Natal  and  elsewhere,  and 
I  on  that  a  great  discussion   has  taken 
I  place.    I  am  one  of  those  who  adniit  that 
I  the    information    of    our  Intelligence 
I  Department   was    perfectly  sufficient. 
[  They  put  the  forces  of  the  Transvaal  and 
I  the  "Orange  Free  State  at  about  60.000 
I  men,  and  it  is  contended  now  that  when 
I  we  sent  25,000  men  to  occupy  a  defensive 
I  position,  that  force  was  not  enough. 
That  is  a  military  <|uestion.  It  is  proved. 
;  ex  post  fado^    that   they   were  not 
j  enough ;  but  I  confess,   to  my  own 
guilt,    if    the    House    M'ishes  to  in- 
I  sist    upon    individual    guilt,    that  1 
I  could  not  believe  at  the  time  that  if  wo 
had  15,000  men  on  the  defensive  in  Natal 
,  they  w  ould  not  be  able  for  a  month  to 
hold  themselves  in  perfect  security  agjiinst 
I  the  force  which  the  Boers  could  put  in 
the  field  against  them.    It  was  possibly 
'  a  wrong  opinion,  but  that  dei>ends,  too, 
:  upon   militaiT    operations  -  it  depends 
'  upon  the  Ladysmith  entanglement,  as  it 
I  was  called-  —and  it  is  not  at  all  proved 
that  the  25,000  men  which  we  had  at 
'  that  time  in  Natal  were  not  ample  for  the 
I  pni'pose  for  which  they  were  intendi-d. 
'  We  have  been  asked  over  and  over  again, 
!  and  I  think  the  right  hon.  Gentlemaii  op- 
posite also  asked,  although  the  question 
has  been  answered  by  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War,  about  the  advice  which  was 
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given  as  rcgaitls  Ladysmitb  and  the  occu- 
pation of  UTencoe.  Wo  did  not  interfere 
with  the  niilitaxy  authorities  on  the  spot 
on  that  subject.  There,  again,  I  admit, 
if  we  ought  from  here  lo  have  aiTaiiged 
the  plan  of  campaign  for  Natal  and  for 
the  Ca])e,  you  must  blame  us  for  not 
having  done  so ;  but  I  should 
be  very  sorry  to  see  the  Cabinet 
undertaking  the  responsibility  of  con- 
ducting strategical  operations  in  South 
Africa,  at  a  distance  of  7,000  miles,  when 
you  had  on  the  spot  men  n'ho  bad  studied 
tile  topography  of  the  country,  and 
advisers  on  the  spot  in  other  directions 
who  were  able  to  solve  such  questions. 
I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  considered  that, 
if  disasters  happen,  that  policy  ought  to 
be  reversed,  and  that  the  Cabinet  in  this 
country  should  undertake  the  manage- 
ment of  a  cam  paign  abroad.  Fancy 

fiving  ordera  by  telegraph  to  generals 
,000  miles  off  ordering  them  to  do  this 
or  that,  and,  without  even  the  possibility 
of  a  despatch  explaining  the  situation, 
ordering  them  by  telegraph  to  occupy 
such  uid  such  a  position  or  to  evacuate 
another  position.  If  we  had  done  that, 
I  do  not  know  whether  we  should  have 
shown  want  of  foresight,  but  we  should 
have  shown  want  of  judgment,  to  which 
the  Government  do  not  plead  guilty.  I 
plead  guilty  to  the  fact  that  we  did  not 
«end  more  than  25,000  men.  But,  then, 
there  came  the  declaration  of  war,  and 
then,  and  not  before,  it  was  arranged  that 
an  army  corps  should  lie  sent  out. 

Mr.  BRYN  HOBMiTS  (Camarvon- 
slure,  Eifion):  It  was  before  that  The 
Under  Secretary  for  War  said  it  was  on 
the  29th  September. 

Mh.  aOSCHEN ;  It  is  a  question  of 
dates.  At  all  events,  it  wa.s  decided  to 
send  out  ar  army  corps,  and  from  that 
time,  as  will  appear  by  the  statement  of 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  every 
demand  that  was  made  on  the  spot  was 
immediately  fulfilled  in  the  way  of  send- 
ing out  further  troops.  Division  after 
division  was  sent,  and  the  wishes  of  our 
generals  on  the  spot  were  even  antici- 
pated. There  has  been  no  slackness, 
there  has  been  no  holding  back  whatever 
on  the  part  of  the  Crovernment.  What 
was  asked  for  was  given,  and,  on  many 
occasions,  was  given  in  anticipation  of 
.what  would  be  asked  for.  One  of  the 
charges  lirought  against  the  (jovcrnment 


is  this — that  we  have  failed  to  realise 
the  position  in  which  we  stand.  I  think 
that  is  a  strange  charge  to  bring  against  a 
Government  engaged  in  the  tremendous 
task  which  we  nave  before  us  at  t\w 
present  nroment.  Can  the  House  nut 
realise  that  every  disaster,  every  reverse, 
and  every  mishap  has  brought  a  deeper 
realisation  to  the  Government  of  the 
responsibility  of  the  burden  which  they 
are  hearing  1  Many  members  of  the 
Government  have  additional  cause  f»r 
anxiety  in  the  news  which  arrives  from 
day  to  day.  Then  we  are  told  we 
do  not  rralise  the  situation.  AV'o 
should  scarcely  be  human  if  we  did 
not  realise  the  burden  placed  upon  us, 
and  the  responsibility  which,  however 
imperfectly,  we  are  bearing.  We  realise 
the  sitnation.  Not  only  do  we  look  at 
that  situation  from  the  point  of  view  of 
South  Africa,  but  we  have  to  survey  the 
whole  situation  of  the  country  at  home 
and  in  every  direction.  But  I  can  assuie 
the  House  that  there  has  been  no  slack- 
ness in  that  matter.  On  that  point  the 
Admiralty,  of  course,  have  their  duties 
and  responsibilities,  and  I  can  assure  the 
House  that  since  the  outbrejik  of  war 
there  has  been  an  unbroken  spell  of 
weary,  wearing  tension  and  stress.  Wc 
know  the  position  in  which  we  are.  M'e 
know  the  number  of  transports  which  are 
crossing  the  seas ;  we  know  our  strong 
points  and  our  vulnerable  p«ints.  Sonic 
organs  of  public  opinion  say  the  Govern 
ment  have  done  nothing  and  are  doing 
nothing  to  strengthen  the  defences  of  the 
country.  How  do  they  know  J  They 
cannot  know.  For  my  part,  so  far  us 
our  own  work  at  the  Admiralty  is  con- 
cerned, I  do  not  intend  to  do  that  which, 
to  use  a  vulgar  idiom,  has  been  recom- 
mended by  some  people — to  "make  a 
splash."  I  think  it  wiser  to  do  what 
we  have  to  do  quietly,  conscious 
of  our  responsibilities,  looking  in  every 
direction,  and  weighmg  the  pnm  and  t  ons. 
I  can  assure  the  House  that  in  these 
anxious  times  there  is  np  decision  I  take, 
either  administrative  or  executive,  whon 
I  do  not  bear  in  mind  the  position  in 
which  we  are  standing.  It  would  be 
criminal  not  to  do  so,  and  it  would  be  un- 
wise to  on  every  occasion  trumpet  foi-th 
our  strength.  Fur  ray  own  part,  wo 
strongly  have  I  felt  the  impropriety  at  a 
time  like  this  of  doing  so,  that  1  refrained 
during  the  whole  of  the  recess  from 
making  any  speech,  except  a  few  words 
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to  the  Volunteers  in  my  own  constituency,  and  we  have  nothing  to  complain  of  as  to- 
because  1  wiis  anxious  not  to  reveal  in  the  way  in  which  they  have  treated  us. 
public  either  the  duties,  strength,  or  pre-  Therighthon.Men)berforSoutiiAbOTdeeu 
piiration,  or  any  portion  of  that  which  Hpeab  of  the  enmity  of  foreign  coiintries.- 
appcrtains  to  the  Navy.    Being  on  the  ' 

subject  of  the  Navy,  I  may  perhaps  in      M  r.  BKVCE  :  I  did  not  say  "  enmity.*'^ 
this  Holise  be  allowed  to  pay  a  tribute  to  i  I  did  not  use  the  word, 
the  assistance  which  happily  the  Navy 

has  been  able  to  give  to  the'  Army.    In      Mr.  GOSCHEN  ;  The  House  knows 
these  times  we  have  been  able  to  provide  ■  what  I  mean, 
tlieni  to  a  certain  extent   with  those  > 

heavy  guns    which    have    arrived   so  '■     Mr.  BRVCE  :  "  Disapproval "  is  what 
often,  several  times  in  the  nick  of  time,  '  I  said, 
and  which  have  been  handled  by  blue- 
jackets in  the  style  in  which  bluejackets      Mu.  GOSCUEN :  I  took  the  right  hon. 
are  able  to  manage  their  guns.  I  am  glad  Gentleman  as  saying  something  stron^r. 
to  be  able  to  say  that,  if  we  have  been  in  a  i  At  all  events  it  is  suggested  that  foreign 
position  to  supply  a  good  many  guns,  we '  countries  are  hostile, 
have  done  so  without  in  any  degree . 

depleting  our  reserves  or  weakening  the      Mr,  BRYCE  :  Not  by  me. 
total  stock  of  our  Navy.    I  have  seen 

comment*  in  both  directions  —  that  Mk.  GOSCHEN  :  No  ;  but  I  am  afraid 
we  ought  to  have  done  more,  and  that  I  his  speech  to-day  will  confirm  them  in 
we  ought  to  have  done  less.  We  cannot  that  "disapproval,"  b'^use  he  has  been 
denude  our  ships  of  guns.  We  cannot  good  enough  to  give  a  brief  to  every 
make  those  ships  inefficient  even  for  a !  roreigner  to  expose  the  injustice  and 
time ;  and,  though  there  has  been  an  immorality  of  the  war. 
immense  desire  on  the  part  of  gallant  '■ 

bluejackets  and  marines  to  be  sent  in  Mr.  BRYCE :  I  aaki  what  I  think  the 
greater  numbei's  to  the  front,  I  have  to  '  truth,  and  I  have  said  much  less  than  I 
consider  that  we  must  have  a  sufficient '  would  otherwise  have  said  about  the 
number  of  sailors  and  marines  at  home  |  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 

for  any   mobilisation,  if   at   any   time ! 

mobilisation  should  be  determined  upon,  i  Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  am  grateful  to  the 
I  have  seen  such  suggestions  as  this —  i  right  hon.  Gentleman  for  the  suppression 
"  ^^^ly  is  n»t  a  big  squadron  sent  to  the  j  of  those  other  "  truths."  I  think  he  has 
Cape  ? "  Send  a  squadron  to  the  Cape,  |  said  qtute  enough  if  he  calls  it  the  truth 
where  there  are  no  ships  belonging  i  to  supply  a  brief  in  times  like  these  to 
to  foreigners  except  a  few  sloops ! '  every  foreign  stateman — no,  T  will  not  say 
We  are  asked  to  send  a  squadron  |  statesmen,  because  they  understand  our 
to  a  place  where  it  would  have  no  position  far  lietter,  but  to  give  a  >>rief  to 
rmson  aUre  and  remove  it  from  a  place  '  the  press  of  every  enemy  of  England, 
where  it  has  one.  We  know  the  country  \  M'hcn  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  speaks  of 
has  been  denuded  of  soldiers  and  militia.  |  foreign  opinion  disapproving  of  our 
We  know  that  our  duties  point  to  the  ne-  attitude,  I  should  like  to  know  whether^ 
cessity  of  double  watchfulness  and  double  '  if  any  one  of  the  great  foreign  Powers, 
vigilance  in  every  respect.  I  hope  the  had  been  in  our  position  in  the  Transvaal 
public  will  rest  assured  that  there  is  no;  Germany,  for  example — there  would 
apathy  at  the  Admiralty  with  regard  to  \  have  been  more  patience  or  fewer 
the  present  position.  It  is  asked,  "  Do  1  menaces !  I  think  within  their  hearts 
you  realise  the  situation  1 "  Yes,  we  many  of  the  statesmen  of  Europe  must 
realise  the  situation  for  good  and  for  bad.  \  know  that  our  position  in  the  Transvaal 
AVe  know  the  strain  wmch  has  been  put  >  has  not  been  compromised  in  any  degree  bjr 
upon  us.  We  know  how  the  country  has  {  any  menaces  or  undue  action  on  our  part, 
been  drained  of  troou.  We  know  that ,  The  interruption  has  diverted  me  from 
this  is  a  position  in  which  there  might  be  '  my  point.  But  I  was  speaking  of  the 
some  temptation  to  others  to  take  advan-  j  general  position,  and  showing  that  we 
tago  of  our  weakness.  We  know  that,  realised  the  fact  that  there  were  dangers, 
happily,  our  relations  with  the  Govern- !  and  that  the  position  is  serious  and  grave, 
ments  of  foreign  countries  are  friendly,  and  that  we  are  conscious  of  that  gravity* 

Mr.  Goscken 
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Then  it  is  said  the  Government  have  done 
nothing  and  are  doing  nothing.  Hoh' 
cull  anj-one  have  the  Soce  to  make  that 
statement,      having      regard     to  all 
the  troops  we  have  sent  out,  and  the 
fact    that    my    hon.    friend    in  this 
Hoiise  and  Lord  I^ansdowne  in  another 
place  have  distinctly  announced  that  the 
Uovernment  are  elaborating  plans  which 
ivill,  in  a  few  days,  be  brought  before  the 
House,  and  which,  we  believe,  will  place 
the  country  in  a  necessary  state  of 
ilefeuce?     We  are  working  at  those 
I^s,  and,  with  the  Navy  as  it  is  and 
those  prepari^ions  which  will  be  made, 
the  country  need  entertain  no  feelings  of 
insecurity  at  all.    Let  us  avoid  paiiic. 
[Opposition  cheers.]     I  suppose  I  must 
interpret  those  cheers  to  mean  that  I  have 
ex'po8cd   the  gravity  of  the  situation. 
There  is  no  panic  in  my  words,  and  the 
wonis  I  have  used  will  not  inspire  panic. 
AVhile  the  Navy  is  in  its  present  position, 
a[id  while  the  country  is  showing  its 
resources,  while  our  colonies  are  pouiing 
troops  into  South  Africa,  and  wnde  the 
native  princes  of  India  are  showing  their 
loyalty,  while  in  all  directions  the  forces 
of  the  Kmpire  are  arraying  themselves  to 
confront  a  common  danger,  it  would  be 
folly  to  speak  of  panic.    But  what  I  was 
anxious  to  show  was  that  we  were  aware 
of  the  situation  in  which  we  stand.  We 
are  not  blind  to  the  facts,  and  I  con- 
fidently hope  that  nothing  I  have  said 
will  lend   itself  to  the  interpretation 
s'hich  I  think    some   hon.  Members 
Tould  put  upon  it.    If  I  had  not  said  so, 
it  would  have  been  said  I  was  endeavour- 
ing to  gloss  over  the  present  situation  and 
did  not  realise  its  gravity.    I  believe  the 
situation  is  grave  when  you  send  180,000 
troops  7,000  miles  across  the  soa.  I  realise 
that  we  have  sent  those  men  away,  and 
that  those  soldiers  are  good  soldiers.  The 
hon.  -Member  for  West  Belfast  complained 
that  I  have  spoken  tvith  admiration  of  the 
"boys"  we  have  sent  to  the  Transvaal. 
Our  definition  of  "  boy  "  is  not  a  certain 
definition.     Our  troops  are  young,  they 
Still  young.     If  a  year  ago  we  had 
thought  of  sending  160,000  men  7,000 
loile^  we  should  have  been  told  that  we 
should  not  be  able  to  find  them,  or,  if  we 
did,  that  we  were  sending  squeezed-out 
lemons,  or  boys  unfit  to  be  put  into  the 
^Id.   At  all  events,  we  know  the  men 
're  have  sent  are  worthy  to  be  in  the 
field,  and  worthy  the  best  traditions  of 
the  Army,    We  know  we  are  putting ' 


'  150,000or  160,000  good  sound  soldiersin 
the  field,  well  able  to  go  through  the 
!  campaign.  With  the  R^ervists,  again, 
\  do  you  not  realise  the  great  success  we 
!  have  had,  a  success  never  anticipated  by 
!  the  War  Office  critics  1  Then,  before  I 
i  sit  down,  I  must  say  a  word  in  reference 
I  to  the  colonists.  The  colonists  have  been 
,  supporting  us  with  unstinted  loyalty,  with 

■  unstinted  generosity.  There  has  been 
I  shown  in  the  colonies  a  spirit  of  affection 

to  the  mother  country  which  has  been  the 
admiration  of  the  world.  May  we  not 
8ugg€«t  that  the  great  loyalty  of  the 
colwiists  is,  to  some  extent^  a  response,  a 
return  for  the  consideration  shown  to  the 
colonics  for  some  time  past  ?  Is  it  not 
right  to  remember  at  this  time  that  never 
before  has  there  been  till  now  a  Secretary 
of  State  at  the  Colonial  Office  who  has  so 
endeavoured  to  win  the  affections  of 
colonists  %  You  tax  us  with  not  having 
shown  judgment  and  foresight,  but  at  aU 
events  the  treatment  of  our  colonies  at 
large  has  encouraged  that  loyalty  which 
has  always  existed,  and  the  patriotic 
impulse  of  the  colonists  to  come  to  the 
;  assistance  of  the  mother  country.  I  have 
'  dealt  with  the  charges  brought  against 
\  the  Government ;  I  do  not  know  to  what 
1  extent  1  have  succeeded  in  my  endeavours,. 

■  but  I  feel  I  ought  to  add  to  what  has 

\  been  said  by  the  Under  Secretary  for 
j  War  that  of  course  we  are  every  one  of 
us  aware  how  much  we  have  learned  for 
'  guidance  in  the  future  from  what  has. 
I  been  done.    We  are  perfectly  sensible 
I  we  may  have  made  mistakes,  possibly 
grave  mistakes,  which  it  will  be  our 
endeavoiU'  to  avoid  in  the  future.  Some 
of  them  depend  upon  principles  which  I 
should  not  wish  us  to  abandon.  For 
instance,  there  is  the  principle  of  not 
interfering  with  the  military  authorities^ 
Wc  are  perfectly  conscious  that  we  have 
a  great  work  to  do,  and  we  will  do  it. 
Hon.  and  right  hon.  (ientlemen  opposite 
support  an  Amendment  the  object  of 
which  is  to  damage  lu.    It  may  be  the 
object  of  some  to  give  us  the  chaace  of 
redeeming  our  reputation,  but  the  object 
of  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, I  presume,  is  to  damage  the  Govern- 
ment.   We  are  the  instrument,  for  the 
moment,  the  imperfect  instrument,  of  the. 
national  will.    We  have  to  carry  through 
this  work.    I  do  not  know  that  hon.. 
Members  opposite  wish  to  displace  us.  I 
do  not  know  whether  they  are  envious, 
for  the  burden  that  rests  upon  our 
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shouKlurs.  I  do  not  know  if  they  are 
prepared  to  tftko  up  that  burden  ;  but 
if  they  arc  not  prepared  to  take  up  that 
burden,  is  it  wise  and  patriotic  to 
endeavour  to  shake  the  confidence  of  the 
■coimtry  by  every  means  in  their  power, 
-and  to  put  ditticulties  in  our  way  while 
"we  are  engaged  in  conducting  operations 
of  war  and  have  called  together  all  the 
foi'ccH  of  the  lOmpire  for  the  puipose  of 
caiTying  thoriti  operations  to  a  successful 
conclusion  ?  Is  it  possible  to  believe  that 
for  the  purpose  of  damaging  the  Govern- 
ment at  a  time  like  this,  they  summon 
all  their  sui^rters  from  all  parts  of  the 
kingdom  to  meet  us  in  the  lobbies  in  order 
to  weaken  us  ?  Suppose  there  should  Ije 
what  is  calletl  a  bad  division  for  the 
Government,  the  cheers  with  which  that 
bad  division  would  be  acclaimed  would  be 
•cheers  at  success  in  an  endeavour  to 
damage  the  (lovernment.  It  would  be 
your  tr-iumjih  to  have  a  larger  vote  than 
you  expected  in  support  of  your  accusa- 
tion of  want  of  judgment  and  foresight. 
If  you  could  persuade  the  country  as  you 
■seem  to  have  persuaded  yourselves  you 
would  have  to  step  into  our  places.  The 
time  may  come  for  this,  and  if  so,  when 
this  war  is  successfully  concluded— and 
successful  it  must  be — let  us  lie  swept 
away,  but  do  not  try  to  lame  the  ann 
■i)f  an  Kxecutive  Government  which  has 
to  carry  througli  the  work  we  ha\'e  on 
hand.  There  is  the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  fur  the  Berwick  Division,  and 
his  friends  who  by  speeches  in  the 
House  and  on  platforais  have  contri- 
buted 80  much  to  strengthen  our  position 
in  the  conduet  of  the  war— are 
they  content  to  go  into  the  lobby 
where  any  vote  will  be  counted  as 
weakening  us  !  .["No."]  Someone  said 
"No."  Every  vote  will'  contribute  to 
support  the  impiession  that  we  ought  to 
be  turned  out  of  office.  That  is  what 
such  a  division  ought  to  mean ;  that  is 
the  only  constitutional  justification  for  it. 
I  can  quite  understand  some  of  the 
speeches  whieh  have  been  made.  I  fully 
■appreciate  the  iKitnotic  speeches  of 
the  hon.  Members  for  the  Berwick 
Division,  South  Shields,  and  Ply- 
mouth, and  others,  but  I  cannot 
understand,  holding  the  views  they  do, 
why  they  should  desire  to  weaken  the 
Executive  Government.  During  the 
recess  there  «"as  a  greitt  deal  of  patriotic 
■co-operation  with  us  on  the  part  of  the 
Liberal  party,  and  we  thank  them  for  it 

Mr.  fiosrhen. 


and  hope  it  will  be  repeated.  I  believe 
this  is  but  a  break— an  interlude  between 
that  more  patriotic  attitude  which  they 
assumed  a  few  weeks  ago  and  that 
patriotic  attitude  to  which  m-u  look  for- 
ward in  the  future.  They  assure  the 
country  they  will  support  us  in  going  for- 
ward with  this  war  notwithstanding  the 
Amendment  they  have  moved.  What  is 
infinitely  more  important  than  any  criti- 
cism which  may  be  directed  against  the 
blunders  of  the  Government  is  the  work 
we  have  to  do,  and  I  say  again  that  work 
shall  1)6  done.  Vie  have  the  country 
with  UB.  We  are  trustees  for  the  natJon 
in  this  matter,  and  from  all  parts  of  the 
Empire  we  are  receiving  support ;  and,  so 
long  as  we  receive  that  supjwrt,  God 
willing,  we  will  fulfil  our  trust. 

*SiR  EDWARD  CLARKE  (Plymoutli) : 
I  do  not  desire  to  off'er  to  the  House  a 
controversial  speech  upon  the  motion 
which  is  now  before  us,  but  there  are 
some  things  that  I  should  very  much  like 
to  say  if  the  House  will  give  me  its 
patience.  They  are  not  at  all  from  a  party 
view,  "but  from  my  strong  feelings  in 
regard  to  the  position  in  which  the 
country  at  this  moment  stands.  I  do  not 
agree  with  the  complaint  that  has  Iieen 
made  from  the  Treasury  bench  of  the 
debate  which  is  now  g<ang  on.  I  do  not 
at  all  believe  that  the  country  is  uiking 
no  interest  in  this  debate.  On  the  con- 
trary, I  think  the  strongest  interest  is 
being  taken  in  it  from  the  many  asi>ect3 
of  the  question  which  are  being  dealt 
with,  and  I  think  from  day  to  day  the 
interest  that  has  been  felt  has  been  wcU 
rewarded.  I  never  knew  of  a  vote  of 
censure  moved  as  an  Amendment  to  the 
Address  that  was  not  complained  of  by 
the  Government.  If  the  Ministers  are 
sure  of  a  majority  they  say  the  dclwitc  is 
a  waste  of  time  ;  if  thoy  think  they  may 
1)6  defeated  they  say  the  motion  is 
factious.  I  am  ipute  sure  that  tho 
time  which  this  debate  has  already  token 
has  not  been  wasted.  I  will  not  speak  of 
other  speeches,  but  the  speeches  that 
were  made  yesterday  by  the  right  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest  of 
Dean,  by  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Belfast,  and  by  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  were  speeches  of  gntat 
value  to  the  country  and  which thecountry 
is  studying  to-day  with  interest.  In 
regiird  to  those  speeches  they  may  not  be 
of  so  much  value  taken  separately,  but 
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the  group  uf  them  illustrated  the  mili- 
tary position  of  the  wmntry  at  the  pre- 
^iit  time,  urul  require  to  he  studied 
together  in  order  that,  the  people  may  be 
instructed  as  to  what  is  the  present  posi- 
tiiui.  Therefore  I  do  not  aeree  that  this 
ttelkate  is  being  ivasted,  and  I  make  the 
strongest  protest  againat  the  attack 
which  the  right  hen.  Gentleman  has  just 
made  upon  the  right  bon.  Member  for 
South  Aberdeen,  whom  he  has  denounced 
as  being  a  friend  of  the  enemies  of  this 
coiuitry,  Iwcanse  he  has  spoken  what  he 
believes  to  be  the  truth  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment. Tiiat  is  not  a  charge  which  a 
Minister  has  a  right  lo  make,  and  I  do 
enter  my  strongest  protest  against  it.  I 
should  like  to  say  that  while  I  think  this 
debate  was  ine\itable,  and  is,  on  the 
whole,  doin^  good,  I  am  very  anxious 
that,  if  possible,  there  should  be  no  divi- 
sion when  this  question  comes  to  be  put, 
and  T  think  the  words  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  hai  just  addressed  to  the 
other  side  nuiy  well  he  considered  by 
them  when  tliey  are  detennining  whether 
thoy  will  liavu  a  division  upon  this  ques- 
tion. 1  for  one  will  gladly  vote  for  the 
(ttjvernment.  because  now  while  the 
war  is  raging,  when  it  is  impossible 
fi>r  us  to  fttfip  the  wai-  without  doing 
more  mischief  to  our  Kmpire,  and  pro- 
ducing more  misery  in  the  world,  we 
must  carry  the  war  to  its  idtimate  con- 
clusion, that  is  the  sucocssful  issue  of  our 
arms  and  the  establishment  of  a  satisfac- 
tory ftate  of  things  in  South  Africa.  I 
will  gladly  vote  with  the  Government, 
and  I  do  wish  that  wheTi  we  come  to  the 
end  of  this  dclcite  tliere  will  be  no  re- 
coixle<l  division,  which,  though  it  will  be 
perfectly  understood  in  this  country  after 
the  deliatc,  will  undoubtedly  ]>e  mis- 
nmlerstootl  and  misconstrued  abroad. 
An  argimient  has  been  put  forward 
against  which  wu  have  a  right  to  protest, 
iind  that  is  the  suggestion  that  the 
Govenmient  cannot  be  fairly  held  respon- 
sible for  those  defects  which  are  charged 
against  them  with  regai'd  to  the  prepara- 
tioiLs  of  armaments,  beuiuse  they  would 
not  have  ))cen  able  to  get  from  the 
House  of  Commons  the  supplies  which 
they  thought  were  needud.  Now,  this  is 
the-  last  Government  by  whom  such 
a  t-umplaint  should  be  made.  Since 
this  l*arUament  began  the  Government 
lias  luiU  an  almost  unparalleled  authority 
in  this  House.    It  has  had  the  support  of 


a  very  large  majority,  and  there  have  been 
domestic  circumstances  on  the  other  side 
ivhich  have  crippled  for  a  time  theatrongth 
of  the  Opposition.  Indeed,  Ministers 
have  actually  gone  about  lamenting  that 
they  have  not  had  a  sufficiently  strong 
Opposition  for  the  regular  and  com- 
fortable conduct  of  Parliamentary  aftairs. 
While  they  have  had  an  overwhelming 
authority  in  this  House  and  only  a 
divided  Opposition,  there  is  such  a  com- 
pleteness of  party  spirit  and  party  dis- 
cipline throughout  the  country  that  if  an 
old  supporter  of  the  Government  differs 
conscientiously  from  the  policy  of  the 
day,  he  is  punished  bv  exclusion  from 
Parliamentary  life.  [Hon.  MEMBERS : 
Oh.  oh !]  Oh,  yes ;  and  I  am  pre- 
pared to  pay  the  penalty  for  hn\ing 
expressed  opinions  unpalatable  to  those 
who  have  supported  me.  I  do  not 
think  it  is  fair  to  suggest  that  it  is  any 
excuse  for  a  Government,  in  such  a 
position  and  with  such  a  majority,  that  it 
cannot  be  held  responsible  for  the  defects 
charged  against  them  with  regard  to  the 
preparati(m  of  our  annanients,  liccause  it 
would  not  have  been  able  to  get  the 
support  and  the  supplies  from  the  House 
of  Commons  which  they  thought  wei-e 
needed.  [Hon.  Members:  No,  no!] 
It  has  been  suggested  over  and  over  again. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  I  never  said 
that. 

*SlR  EDWARD  CLARKE:  i  am 
very  happy  to  be  assured  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  did  not  say  so  ; 
but  it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  it  has 
been  alleged.  Let  me  pause  for  a  moment 
to  say  a  word  regarding  the  negotiations. 
The  Ministry  speak  very  strongly  against 
those  who  now  discuss  the  conduct  of  the 
negotiations,  and  the  right  lion.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  has 
said  that  the  coimtry  has  made  up  its 
mind  on  this  matter.  But,  Sir,  I  think, 
if  the  Government  do  not  wish  these 
negotiations  to  be  discussed,  they  had 
better  leave  off  publishing  JJlue-l)ookfl, 
because  the  Blue-books  published  during 
the  present  week  contain  a  most  remark- 
able illustration  of  the  course  the  Govern- 
ment took  on  a  most  critical  occasion. 
The  position  of  this  question  is  greatly 
changed  from  that  which  it  had  when  we 
were  discussing  it  in  Ootolwr  last.  Then 
we  were  not  awareof  wiuit  we  now  know, 
that  the  Government  had  complete  and 
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Accurate  information  in  regard  to  the 
strength  of  the  armaments  and  the 
number  of  the  Boer  forces.  When,  in 
the  light  of  these  Blue-books,  we  consider 
the  situation  as  it  existed  in  the  middle 
of  September,  the  course  which  was  taken 
in  sending  the  despatch  of  Heptemlwr  8th 
becomes  more  and  more  amazing.  On 
the  6th  September  a  telegram  was  re- 
ceived by  the  Colonial  Secretary  from  the 
Governor  of  Natal.  AVe  are  told  now 
that  until  Septemlwr  37th  nobody 
thought,  and  nobody  was  entitled  to 
think,  that  the  Orange  Free  State  would 
join  the  Transvaal.  Yet  ou  the  6th 
September  this  telegram  was  read  by  the 
Colonial  Secretan',  who  received  it  from 
Sir  Walter  Hely-Hutchinson — 

"My  Miniatere  know  that  every  preparation 
3ias  been  made,  botU  in  the  Transvaal  and  in 
the  Orange  Free  State,  which  would  enable 
^n  attack  to  l>e  made  on  Natal  at  nbort 
notice.  My  Ministers  believe  that  the  Itoers 
hare  made  np  iheir  minds  tliat  war  will  take 
place  almost  certainly,  ami  tliat  their  best 
chance  will  be" 

-—then  comes  the  remarkable  phraao — 

when  it  seems  anavoidable,  to  deliver  a  blow 
■before  rdnfurcements  have  time  to  arrive." 

That  telegram  cams  on  6th  September. 
But  there  is  something  more  than  that. 
■Sir  Alfred  Milner  had  a  few  days  before 
that  spoken  of  "the  colossal  ai^namcnts  " 
*f  the  Transvaal,  and  yet  it  was  on  the 
Hth  September  that  the  despatch  was 
'\mtten  which  was  said  to  be  att  accept- 
ance of  nine-tenths  of  the  proposals  of  the 
Transvaal  Government.  And  when  I 
read  the  passage  from  that  despatch  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  werecompelled 
to  regard  the  proposal  of  the  Transvaal 
Republic  as  unacceptable  in  the  form  in 
which  it  had  been  presented,  I  asked  the 
Colonial  Secretary  "Is  it  a  matter  of 
form  1 "  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  in  the 
face  of  this  House  said  "  Yes."  'Hiat  was 
on  8th  September. 

The  SECRKTAKY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chambkrlain, 
Birmingham,  W.);  No,  Sir,  I  cannot 
1>elievo  that  I  could  have  said  that, 
^thou^  it  appears  to  have  been  only  a 
hasty  mterjection.  Mc&t  certainly  the 
difference  was  not  merely  a  difference  of 
form.  What  I  think  I  said  was  that  nine- 
tenths  of  the  Transvaal  Government's  pro- 
posals would  be  accq)table,  but  that  the 

Sir  Edward  Clarke. 


one-tenth  that  remained  was  something 
more  than  a  matter  of  form. 

*SiR  EDWARD  CLARKE :  I  do  not 
wish  to  dwell  on  the  point ;  but  I  believe 
the  exact  words  are  to  be  found  in  Ilnnr 
sard*  At  any  rate  we  know  that  on  the 
8th  September  both  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  Free  State  were  arming,  and 
that  that  warning  came  to  the  Govern- 
ment with  full  information  as  to  the 
number  of  the  Boer  forces  and  the  state 
of  their  armaments  and  ammunition.  I 
will  not,  however,  dweU  on  that  point, 
but  pass  to  another ;  and  that  is  whether 
we  do  realise  now  the  necessity  of  not 
only  making  a  great  effort  to  succeed 
in  this  war,  but  of  making  that 
success  as  speedily  as  possible. 
Time  is  of  enormous  importance. 
Ministers  are  no  doubt  bound  to  be  reti- 
cent, butit  is  permissible  for  a  private  Mem- 
ber to  think  and  to  say,  when  the  country 
is  drained  of  troops,  that  there  are  dangers 
ahead,  week  by  week,  arising  out  of  the 
multiplicity  of  the  difficulties  between 
this  country  and  foreign  states,  which 
make  it  of  supremo  importance  that  every 
effort  should  be  immediately  made  to  put 
this  country  in  a  state  of  defence.  There 
has  been  a  rolendid  exhibition  of  loyalty, 
courage,  ana  devotion  on  the  part  of  the 
country  j  but  national  defence  cannot  be 
maintained  by  voluntary  subscription.  I 
would  hope  that  within  a  very  short  time 
there  will  be  some  very  strong  movement 
to  organise  in  this  country  a  force  which 
may  be  useful  to  us,  if  unhappily  we  are 
called  upon  to  meet  dangers  at  home, 
while  our  army  is  locked  up  in  South 
Africa.  There  is  one  thing  I  should  like 
to  say  in  regard  to  the  matter  of  the  future. 
I  am  very  glad  indeed  that  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  did  limit  his  definition  of 
the  pivpose  a'nd  object  of  this  war  in  the 
way  he  did.  Before  the  beginning  of  the 
debate,  a  great  many  people  were  anxious 
that  the  Government  should  say  that  this 
war  should  never  stop  until  the  Bricish 
flag  isplanted  atBloemfonteinand  Pretoiia. 
I  can  quite  understand  Englishmen  wish- 
ing that  that  may  be  the  ultimate  conse- 
quence of  the  war ;  but  it  would  l>e  a 
terrible  mistake  if  the  Grovemment  de- 
clared that  that  was  an  essential  conse- 
quence. We  do  not  know  what  our 
difficulties  may  be  in  the  future.  Suppose 
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we  take  it  on  the  footing  that  this  war  is 
■absolutely  just,  and  that  we  cannot  escape 
from  it,  and  were  compelled  to  enter 
into    it   from   the   beat    of  motives. 
Even  then,  it  would   be  most  unwise 
for    the    Government  to    define  the 
result    which    was  to   follow  the  war, 
because  we  might  find  ourselves  in  diffi- 
culties so  great  as  to  compel  us  to  expend,  I 
«nan  object  unnecessary  and  hardly  worth  ; 
the  reidisatdon,  a  force  which  we  have  no 
business  to  use  except  for  the  highest 
purpose,  and  for  the  greatest  interests  of 
the  nation.    I  am  bound  to  say  from  my 
point  of  view,  and  of  a  great  many  others 
m  this  country,  that  this  war  is  an  abso- 
lutely unnecessary  war,  caused  by  our  j 
diplomatic    bhmdering,   and    does   not  j 
represent  that  which  can  be  truly  called  j 
the  cause  of  justice.    Those  of  us  who 
think  thus  look  with  horror  at  what  is  [ 
going  on  in  South  Africa   We  are  stniding  | 
oiu-  best  and  our  bravest  sons  to  slay  juid  be  , 
slain  by  men  who  are  aa  brave  and  as  true- 
hearted  as  themselves.    This  is  a  thought  \ 
which,  I  believe,  comes  day  after  day  and  , 
morning  after  morning  into  the  minds  of  | 
many  men  amongst  us,  and  we  pray  that  j 
something  may  be  done  to  stay  this  war.  ' 
I  want  to  'eave  it  to  the  CTOveriiniciit,  ! 
when  we  have  succeedeil  in  the  fii-st  i 
requisite  of  having  cleareil  our  foreign  j 
foes  from  off  the  territories  of  the  Queen,  | 
to  make  some  settlement,  honom-able  alike  I 
to  ourselves  and  to  the  brave  people  whose 
conduct  in  this  war  has  vindicated  for  them 
the  right  to  maintain  their  independence. 
I  plead  only  for  this,  .that  we  shall  leave 
open  to  otirselves  the  right  and  the 
opportunity  of  making  such  an  honourable 
settlement  at  the  first  moment  when  we 
can  stay    this   blemished   and  agony. 
I  do  not  believe  that  the  anne.xation  uf 
the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State 
would  be  of  the  slightest  advantage  to  this 
country.   I  believe  it  would  compel  us  to  a 
great  increase  in  the  enormous  military 
expenditure  which  now  presses  upon  our 
people,  and  will  press  upon  them  more 
heavily  for  some  years  to  come.    I  do  not 
desire  to  press  my  own  views  on  the  Houkc, 
because  1  realise  that  they  are  not  popular 
at  the  present  moment ;  but  I  only  plead 
that  the  Ministry  should  not  pledge  them- 
selves to  a  course  of  action  which  may 
involve  tremendous  sacrifices  in  the  future. 
There  is  one  other  point  I  wish  to  dwell 
upon.    I  know  the  doctrine  of  Ministerial 
responsibility.     It  is  a  very  valuable 
doctrine  in  many  aspects.    It  obliges 


Ministers  to  take  an  active  and  careful 
interest  in  everything  that  cornea  Iwfore 
the  Cabinet ;  and  when  something 
happens  on  which  the  Grovernment  is 
arraigned  by  a  hostile  party,  it  is  well 
that  the  Ministers  should  feel  that  there 
is  a  solidarity  amongst  them.  But  that 
doctrine  may  be  carried  too  far.  In  this 
case  the  real  responsibility  for  this  wjir, 
be  it  right  or  wrong,  is  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see, 
not  to  note,  from  the  speeches  that  have 
been  made  of  late,  that  the  Prime  Minister, 
who,  I  believe,  is  the  man  in  whom 
all  England  puts  the  greatest  confidence 
at  this  moment — having  many  other 
things  to  deal  with,  and  being  distressed 
by  domestic  anxieties — may  not  have 
been  able  to  attend  so  closely  as  he  other- 
wise would  have  to  this  matter.  But  at 
all  events,  we  cannot  get  away  from  this 
fact,  that  there  are  two  men — one  in  this 
country  and  one  in  South  Africa — who 
are  the  pei-sons  looked  upon,  it  may  not 
be  by  all  in  this  country,  but  certainly  l)y 
all  in  South  Africa,  as  being  the  persons 
who  hare  been  most  closely  associated 
with  the  beginning  of  this  war.  I  wish 
that  the  highest  sentiments  of  patriotism 
would  induce  these  two  men  to  leave  to 
others  the  positions  which  they  now 
occupy.  I  must  say  I  myself  believe 
that  the  greatest  difficulty  in  South 
Africa  in  dealing  with  the  solution 
of  many  questions  that  ha^c  ari.sen 
in  this  w^ar  is  the  fact  that  the  lines  of 
communicai  ion  and  action  in  South 
Africa  are  with  the  Colonial  Socrotjiry 
and  Sir  Alfred  Milner.  I  am  not  saying 
a  word  against  their  honesty  in  this 
matter ;  but  I  do  say  that  I  believe  their 
presence— one  here,  and  the  other  in 
South  Africa — would  be  a  difficulty  and  a 
hindrance  to  a  settlement.   If  otheiTi  were 

to  take  their  places  for  a  short  time  

fHoN.  Members:  Oh,  oh!j  Oh,  yes. 
This  is  a  great  national  cnsis.  It  is  a 
time  of  great  and  deep  anxiety.  If  others 
were  to  take  their  places  for  a  few  weeks, 
or  a  few  months,  if  the  Prime  Minister 
himself  were  to  take  under  his  own  con- 
trol the  communications  of  the  Colonial 
Office  to  South  Africa,  if  Lord  Rosetiery 
would  give  his  services  to  the  country, 
and  go  out  to  South  Africa  himself  to 
deal  with  the  solution  of  these  difficulties 
it  would  bo  a  sacrifice  not  too  great  to 
ask  even  from  the  greatest  men  amongst 
us,  at  the  time  of  national  danger,  and 
one  for  which  I  believe  the  country  would 
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lie  ven*  gniteful.    1  have  said  I  was  not 

soiiiK  to  make  a  controversial  speech-  

[Hox.  Members:  Oh,  ohH  1  do  not 
think  1  hare.  If  I  have,  it  has  been  M-ith 
nil  intention  of  personal  attack,  but  simply 
under  the  conviction  that  we  arc  now  at 
a  time  of  great  national  danger,  and  that 
we  have  to  consider  the  things,  not  only 
of  tiKhiv,  liiit  of  tlie  future. 

♦Sii!  H.  MEV.SEY-THOMl^SON  (Staf- 
fonl,  Handsworth) :  It  is  verv  difficult  to 
know  the  exact  position  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Meratwr  for  Plymouth  has 
tiiken  up.    But  an  this  vote  of  censure 
has  been  brought  against  the  present 
Government,  it   is  necessary  to  exa- 
mine  for    a   moment    some    of  the 
grounds  on  which  it  has  been  brought. 
The  noble  Loi-d  who  moved  the  vot«  of 
censure  left  ott"  more  than  once  at  the  I 
verv   inomciitK   when   his   speech    was  i 
liecoming  interesting.    He  told  us  that  1 
the  general  objects  which  the  Government 
suddenly  thrust  upon  the  War  Office  l)y  | 
embarking  them  in  a  gt*eat  war  in  South  I 
Afnca  wei-c  objects  for  which  the  AVar  ! 
Office  was  not  organised,  and  for  which  I 
Parliament    had   not   ^-oted  supplies.  1 
Now  I  .suppose  that  the  ordinary'  Member  I 
of  Parliament  has  the  idea  that  the  War 
( )fticc  i'xists  to  carry   on   war,   or  to 
prepiU'c  foi'  war.    If  these  arc  not  the 
objects  of  the  War  Office,  I  would  like  to 
iu«k  the  noble  Lord  what  he  imagines  the 
organisation  of  the  >Var  Office  is  for. 
We  hoped  to  hear  this  from  him,  but  i 
weiT  disappointed.    Then  he  went  on  to  | 
blame  the  Oovernment  for  not  having  I 
ni'ule  luloqiiate  preparations  for  the  war^  i 
for  not  having  troops  ready  to  send  to 
South  Africa  at  the  critical  moment  when 
tlic  v  were  wanted.  He  again  disappointed 
us  l)y   not  pointing  out  when,  in  his 
opinion,  the  mobilisation  of  the  Army 
ought  to  have  taken  place,  and  when  the 
troo|w  ought  to  have  left  our  shores.  It 
is  very  wisy  lo  tell  a  man  that  ho  has 
taken  a  wrong  road,  but  the  point  of  the 
accusation  is  rather  blunted  unless  you 
can  show  that  u  better  road  exists  which 
he  nnght  have  taken.    The  difficulty,  of 
coni'se,  is  tliat  in  these  matters  yon  can- 
not have  a  rehearsal.     There  are  670 
Members  of  this  House,  and  every  shigle 
t)ne  of  us  will  be,  in  regard  to  the  war, 
wiser  in  many  rcsjwcts  when  it  is  o\  er 
than  iiny  single  person  in  the  world  was 
lieforo  it  began.     But  that  does  not 
prove  the  superlative  cleveniesB  of  e\  ery 
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Member  of  the  Hon.'w  of  Oummons. 
I  cannot  understand  why,  in  one  respect, 
our  opponents  say  our  Government  were 
wrong.  They  try  to  prove  that  Iwcause 
the  difficulties  and  :the  losses  in  this 
campaign  are  greater  than  were  antici- 
pated, therefore  the  Government  were 
wrong  to  undertake  the  war :  but 
common  sense  would  lead  us  to  an 
opposite  conclusion.  A\'e  have  in  Gape 
Colony  a  great  many  Dutch-British  sub- 
jects, who  ha^'e  l>een  treated  by  tbe 
£mpii-e  with  greater  kindness  and  con- 
sideration, I  suppose,  than  any  other  alien 
race  has  bieen  treated  in  the  histoiy  of  the 
world.  If  when  this  war  broke  out  they 
had  said,  '*  We  recognise  the  kindness  and 
consideration  with  which  we  have  been 
treated,  and  we  will  remain  loyal  to  the 
British  Crown,"  then  we  should  have  said 
that,  so  far  as  they  were  eoncei-ned,  there 
was  no  occasion  to  undertake  war.  \'erv 
nuicli  the  same  thing  might  ha\c  t)een 
said  regarding  the  Orange  Free  State.  If 
the  Transvaal  Republic  had  proved  to  be 
extremely  weak,  and  had  put  fewer  men 
into  the  ^eld  than  anticipated,  and  if  the 
war  had  proved  to  Iw  an  easier  matter 
than  it  ms,  then  our  opponents  would 
have  said,  the  Government  were  wrong  in 
pressing  the  matter  so  strongly.  But  the 
exact  oppo.site  has  happened.  The  Dutch 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape  have  proved  them- 
selves an  disloj'al  as  thev  liai-e  to  Im". 
[Hon.  .MEXtBER.'i;  No,  no!]  \A'ell,  that 
IS  my  opinion.  The  Orange  Free  State  is 
in  open  war  against  the  British  Kmpire, 
and  the  Transvaal  has  proved  itself  s» 
str»ng  as  a  military  power  titat  it  is 
absolutely  certain  that  if  we  had  been  en- 
gaged in  war  with  any  foreien  countr>*  at 
the  time  when  we  had  only  a  normal 
garrison  at  the  Cape,  then  the  Dutch 
population  in  South  Africa  would  have 
swept  the  English  troops  eiisily  into  the  sea. 
The  result  would  have  been  fatal  to  the 
Bntish  Kmpire.  The  Cape  is  the  very 
keystone  of  the  British  Kmpire.  If  we 
acknowledge,  aa  I  think  we  auist,  that 
the  Boors  hj«l  it  in  their  power  to  engage 
in  war  at  the  moment  which  suited  them^ 
then  the  Bhtish  Empire  would  exist  only 
at  the  grace  of  President  Kruger.  That 
is  a  condition  of  affairs  that  could  not  be 
tolerated  by  any  Government  possible  in 
this  country.  The  late  Attorney-General 
made  a  very  effective  speech  the  other 
night,  which  combined  enthusiasm,  tem- 
pered by  moderation,  and  the  skill  of  a 
great  JuKocate.    He  said  that  the  war 
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was  due  to  the  present  Grovernment,  and. 
one  of  the  reasons  given  was  that  suze- 
rainty had  been    pnt  forward  in  an 
unnecessarily  irritating  manner  by  the 
Colonial  Secretary.    Now,  more  than  two 
and  a  half  years  ago,  the  Chief  Justice  of 
the  Orange  Free  State  told  me  that  the 
snzerainty  m-er  the  Transvaal  had  been  the 
(me  and  only  barrier  to  the  fusion  of  the 
Transvaal  and  the  Oranee  Free  State.  If 
the  suzerainty  was  the  only  bar  to  the  fusion 
of  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free 
State,   I    do    not    think    it    can  be 
said  that  the  suzerainty  did  not  exist. 
Another  statement  was  made  by  the 
late  Solicitor-Creneral  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  spoken,  which 
tras  that  if  the  independence  of  the  two  I 
South  African  Republics  were  not  given  | 
back  to  them  we  should  have  to  luep  a  i 
bu^  army  in  South  Africa.    That  would  ; 
be  the  case,  no  doubt,  if  these  States  re- 1 
mained  in  possession  of  arms  and  ammuni-  j 
tion,  and  the  money  and  organisation  | 
which  enables  them  to  make  use  of 
them.    But  if  they  have  no  longer  the 
power  of  taking  the  hard-won  money  of 
our  fellow-countrymen  at  the  gold  fields 
and  no  longer  have  the  power  to  organise 
for  war  or  to  purchase  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion— as  they  will  not  have  under  any 
system  of  franchise,  or  any  measure  of 
Home  Rule  likely  to  be  granted  them — 
then  I  do  not  see  that  any  great  army 
in    South    Africa    will  be  necea-iary. 
The  whole  wealth  and  intelligence  of 
South  Africa  is  centred  in  the  towns, 
and  with  the  exception  of  Pretoria  and 
Bloemfontein  all   those  towns  are  ex- 
tremely loyal  to  the  British  Empire, 
therefore,  if  these  two  States  have  no 
longer  their  independence,  a  small  army 
will  only  be  needed  there.     The  late 
SoUcitoF-tieneral  wants  us  to  undertake 
to  preserve  their  independence,  but  what 
sort  of  independence  ?   We  have  been 
told  that  true  liberty  has  its  limitations, 
that  "my  rights  end  where  my  neigh- 
bour's rights  begin,"  but  the  Boer's  idea 
of  liberty  is,  "  My  rights  never  end,  for 
my  neighbour  has  none."    After  1881 
die  Boers  were  the  spoiled  children 
of  fortune.     They  had  everything  a 
nation  could  wish  for — a  small  popuiation, 
a  land  as  large  as  Austria,  and  a  climate 
that  was  all  to  be  desired.    They  were 
free  from  the  dangers  of  pioneer  states ; 
we  had  conquered  the  Zulus  and  the 
Matabele,  who  had  harassed  them,  and 
^vethem  protection.  What  did  they  dol 
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They  had  independence,  and  nobody 
would  have  interfered  with  it  if  they  hatl 
behaved  properly,  but  they  set  to  work 
day  by  day  and  year  by  year  to  take 
awa^  all  the  rights  of  our  fellow- 
subjects  and  built  up  the  Government 
upon  tiie  most  corrupt  system  it  is  pos- 
sible to  conceive.  Tlie  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man tried  to  make  out  that  property  was 
respected  in  the  Transvaal.  I  cannot  agree 
with  him  when  we  know  that  the  taxa- 
tion per  head  in  the  Transvaal  is  three 
times  as  much  as  in  any  of  the  other 
three  States  in  South  Africa,  and  that  at 
least  half  a  million  was  taken  out  of  the 
pockets  of  the  people  by  the  dynamite 
monopoly  alone,  the  benefit  of  which  went 
entirely  into  the  pockets  of  private  indi- 
vidoals,  and  that  this  and  the  other  most 
extoi-tionate  exactions  on  account  of 
monopolies,  railway  rates^  and  duties 
were  levied  not  only  on  the  income,  but 
came  also  out  of  the  capital  of  those  who 
were  sinking  and  equipping  the  mines 
which  constituted  the  source  of  revenue  of 
the  country.  Why  is  it  that  the  Boers 
were  not  satisfied  1  Why  run  the 
risk  of  war  by  not  panting  reasonable 
concessions  ?  That  is  due  to  two  causes. 
There  are  some  people  so  constituted  that 
they  cannot  help  intriguing — it  is  the 
breath  of  their  life ;  and  President  Kruger 
is  one  of  them.  Before  the  Transvaal  was 
annexed  he  intrigued  :  he  intrigued  for  its 
independence,  and  when  that  was  restored 
he  still  intrigued.  The  other  reason  is, 
that  they  were  afraid  the  present  state 
of  things  in  the  Transvaal  could  not  last. 
The  gold  industry  of  the  Transvaal  is 
exceedingly  scientific,  and  it  is  difficult  to 
work  a  poor  reef  without  a  great  deal  of 
skilled  labour.  The  authorities  saw  it 
was  impossible  for  e^'e^  to  keep  these 
people  from  their  political  rights,  but 
they  hoped  by  joining  with  the  Orange 
Free  State  and  Cape  Colony  they  might 
be  strong  enough  to  sweep  out  the 
English,  annex  their  property,  and  set 
up  a  Dutch  Republic  in  South  Africa 
\  which  would  be  strong  enough  to  resist 
any  force  which  we  could  bring  against 
them,  and  be  able  to  make  alliances 
with  foreign  Powers.  I  believe  that  the 
reason  why  they  were  so  extremely  stub- 
bom  and  would  not  yield  in  any  partieular 
vas  that  they  had  a  dream  that  they 
would  have  in  their  hands  the  whole 
of  South  Africa  with  the  ^Id  mines,  and 
the  diamond  mines  at  Kimberley  ;  and 
that  by  making  the  British,  who  were  the 
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heads  of  the  industry,  and  the  blacks,  who  \ 
were  the  hands,  subEerv-ient  to  the  I>utch  | 
they  could  appropriate  a  large  portion  of 
the  profits  of  these  industries  and  live  i 
iudependt nt  and  idle Uves  out  of  thepro-  ■ 
cecda  of  other  people's  labour.  They 
never  meant  to  give  any  reforms,  and  ' 
from  the  moment  we  insisted  war  became  \ 
inevitable.    I  think  quite  contrary  to  the  ; 
light  hon.  Member  for  Plymouth.  Lord 
Kttseliery  said  the  affairs  of  the  Kmpire 
ought  to  be  earned  on  in  a  businesslike  ; 
mimiier,  and  I  think  it  is  very  lucky  that 
wc  had  a  business  man  like  the  right  hon. 
(itjutleman  the  Colonial  Secretary  at  the  ! 
Colonial  office.  Nothing  could     more  un- ' 
businesslike  than  the  Couventions  of  1881 
and'  lHd4;  but  since  then  the  Colonial 
Secietary  has  learned  something,  and  | 
having   seen  the    result   of  those  con-  ; 
vcntions   he   determined  that  whatever 
ill  future  had  to  Iw  done  should  be  done 
in  n  thoroughly  businesslike  manner.  The 
Government  is  blamed  for  not  having 
sceTi  that  war  was  iuevitalile  :  but  when 
I  was  in  .lohanncsburg  the  view  of  all 
sorts  and  conditions  of  men  there  was 
that  if  their  Government  granted  this 
measure  of  fmnchise  there  would  Ije  no 
war.    It  is  not  fair  to  blame  the  Govern- 
ment l>ccauso  they  were  not  prc^hets,  and 
I)ecanse  they  held  a  belief  which  was  held 
by  everybody  who  could  be  considered  to 
know  most  of  South  African  aftaii-s.  With 
regard  to  the  immberof  men  it  was  neces- 
sary to  send  out,  the  uiiivei"SHl  opinion  in 
South  Afriwi  was  that  40,000  or  50,000 
■\vouIil  lie  ample  to  carry  on  and  win  the 
campaign,  and  had  wc  not  tried  to  hold 
Northern  Xatal  and  ix'lieve  Kimberley,  I 
believe  the  men  sent  out  were  sufficient 
to  keep  the  Boers  in  check  until  reinforce- 
ments arrived.    The  Goveniraeiit  cainiot 
Im?  held  responsible  for  the  military 
arrangements  that   were  mjide,  and  I 
think  they  have  been  unfairly  attacked 
on   that   subject.     I  hold   as  strongly 
as  T  (^ver  held  any  opinion  in  my  life  that 
the  Government  were  right  to  raise  this 
<lucstioii,  and  were  right  to  press  it  home, 
even  at  the  risk  of  war.    They  are  doing 
their  best  to  bring  th(,'  war  to  a  successful 
conclusion,  and  I  shall  gi\-e  my  A  ote  for 
them. 

*.Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT  (Lancashire,  Leigh) : 
I  desire  to  express  my  admiration  of  the 
Hpi'cch  of  the  hon.  Jlember  for  Plymouth, 
which,  to  my  mind,  was  one  of  those 
notable  speeches  that,  by  their  courage 
Sir  J/.  ^ft■ff>lel/'J'hl^t^^JlMt^l. 


and  sijicerity,  lift  the  debate  far  alwve 
the  range  of  party,  and  appeal  to  every 
honest  man  in  the  country.  This  is  an 
occasion  on  which  speaking  of  that  kind 
is  needed,  for  those  who  have  the  courage 
and  sincerity  to  say  the  truth  are  the  true 
friends  of  their  country.  I  think  the 
House  Mill  agree  that  the  attack  made  by 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  on  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  South  Aberdeen  was 
not  called  for.  The  right  hon.  Member  for 
South  Aberdeen's  speech  was  a  masterly 
exposition  of  the  facts  of  the  case,  given 
with  great  modemtion  and  with  com- 
plete knowle(ige.  We  have  heard  from 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  a  very 
important  statement  indeed  in  regard  to 
the  policy  of  the  war.  The  difficulty 
I  some  of  us  are  in  is  to  know  what  we  are 
fighting  alwut,  and  therefore  the  terms 
that  should  constitute  a  just  and  honour- 
able peace.  We  listened  to  a  remarkable 
:  speech  made  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  Berwick  Division,  which  is  most  of  all 
to  Ije  admire<l  for  the  effort  to  prol>e  some 
of  the  root  facts  of  the  wmtroversy,  and  to 
state  for  himself  and  to  elicit  from  the 
Government  what  are  the  objects  for 
which  this  war  is  being  waged.  What 
did  the  hon.  Baronet  say  were  the  two 
great  objects  aimed  at  by  the  war,  the 
attainment  of  which  vrould  justify  the 
making  of  peace  ?  They  were  equal 
rights  between  whites  in  South  Africa, 
and  the  adoption  of  measures  to  make  it 
impossilile  that  hereafter  any  arsenal 
should  be  erecte<l  or  any  accumidatiun  of 
materials  of  war  should  take  place  except 
under  the  authority  of  the  British 
;  Government ;  and  the  important  fact  is 
that  the  First  Loixl  of  the  Admiralty, 
i  after  twenty-four  hours  reflection,  said 
!  these  terms  wuiUd  satisfy  liim,  and  pre^jii- 
mably  would  satisfy  the  Government  also. 
This  throws  a  light  into  a  very  dark  place, 
'  and  the  House  will  do  well  to  examine 
,  a  little  more  closely  these  vital  points.  I 
could  wish  that  the  light  hon.  Baronet 
had  explained  more  precisely  what  he 
meant  by  e(|ual  rights  Iietweeu  whites  in 
South  Africa,  It  might  mean  one  of  two 
very  ditferent  thing.s,  and  as  the  phrase 
has  been  taken  up  by  the  Government  the 
House  is  entitled  Ui  seek  further  explana- 
tion as  to  what  was  meant  by  it.  If  by 
e(|ual  rights  to  the  M'hites  is  meant  such 
eipial  rights  as  for  two  generations  have 
existed  in  the  Orange  I  ree  State  for  all 
immigrants  and  residents,  the  solution 
opens  out  hoiws  for  peace  brighter  than 
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■any  we  could  hitherto  have  entertained,  i 
The  Orange  Free  State  has  been  a  peaceful 
■and  independent  community,  existing 
without  offence  in  the  midst  of  our 
South  African  possessions,  and,  so  far  a» 
I  am  aware,  no  one  has  ever  complained 
of  any  lack  of  equal  rights  for  white 
meu.    If  it  be  the  fact  that  one  object 
of   the   war   is   to  secure  that  in  the 
Transvaal  also  such  a  state  of  things 
should  exist,  then  the  object  of  the  war 
is  nearer  than,  perhaps,  many  have  ven- 
tured to  hope  or  believe.    The  other  con- 
dition is  that  no  arsenal  should  be  erected 
or  accimittlation  of  arms  take  place  except 
under  the  authority  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment.   This  I  think  a  reasonable  con- 
dition.    It  is  not  desirable  that  there 
should  l>e  great  accumulations  of  arms  of 
this  kind,  which  would  obviously  threaten 
a  renewal  of  strife.   It  is  not  desiray>le  and 
is  not  necessary  if  this  couijtry  once  for  all 
pledges  itself  to  respect  the  independence 
for  the  defence  of  which  these  accumulations 
.and  these  arsenals  were  provided.  These 
gigantic  military  preparations  took  place, 
as  the  evidence  seems  clearly  to  show,  for 
no  offensive  purpose,  but  from  the  fear  — 
a  well-grounded  fear— that  the  liberties 
of  thi;  Transvaal  were  endangered.  If 
those  liberties  are  respected  on  the  nior- 
roM'  of  victory,  not  merely  as  a  matter  of 
convenience,  Init  as  part  of  the  settled 
policy  of  this  country,  there  will  be  no 
need  for  such  arsenals  and  accumulations 
of  arms,  and  there  will  be  no  objection,  I  lie- 
lieve,  on  the  part  of  the  Orange  Free  State 
ur  of  the  Transvaal  to  pledge  themselves 
that  they  should  not  taVeplace  in  the  future. 
The  terms  upon  which  this  war  may  be  ' 
brought  to  an  end  is,  I  venture  to  think,  ] 
vital    not  only  for  the  future  but  for  ' 
the   immediate  present.     We  are  told 
nothing  as  to  what  our  policy  is  to  he,  ' 
and  in  the  circumstances  I  admit  that  at 
the  present  moment  it  seems,  perhaps, 
irrelevant,  because  we  are  not  in  a  posi- ' 
tion  to  impose  our  policy,  whether  good  | 
or  bad.    Sir,  we  must  believe — and  I  be- ' 
lieve— that  the  power  of  this  country  will 
prevail  before  very  long.    I  think  it  is 
certain  to  prevail  ultimately,  if  our  forces  j 
are  not,  as  they  unfortunately  might  be,  j 
distracted  by  dangers  in  other  quarters  . 
We  must  make  up  our  minds  as  to  what  j 
we  are  seeking  by  this  war  before  we  can 
justify  to  our  own  hearts  and  consfciences 
the  spilling  of  all  this  blood.    It  is  idle 
to  conceal  the  fact  that  there  is  a  deep 
4iiffcience  of  opinion  in  this  country  as  to 


the  merits  of  this  war.  It  is  not  con- 
fined to  this  side  of  the  House.  It  is 
shared  by  some  of  the  ablest  and  most 
conscientious  men  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House.  How  are  you  going  to  get 
unity  and  common  action,  unless  these  two 
great  parties  of  the  Stat'i  are  brought  into 
line  I  I  admit  that  up  to  a  certam  point 
we  should  act  in  common,  e^'eu  though 
the  ultimate  objects  of  the  war  are  not 
stated.  We  all  agree  that  the  invasion 
must  be  repelled.  We  are  all  agi'eed  that 
the  power  of  this  country  must  be 
asserted  to  that  extent,  and  to  such  an 
extent  as  may  be  necessary  in  ordei'  to 
secure  honourable  terms  of  peace.  But 
we  do  not  believe  that  the  war  must  be 
carried  on  at  all  costs  and  to  all  extremities 
—  for  what  1  For  the  purpose  of  imposing 
terms  which,  iis  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Plymouth  has  just  stated, 
sofarfrombeingagain  to  this  country,  would 
be  a  positive  kiss — that  is,  if  they  mean 
the  suppression  of  these  two  States  and  the 
annexation  of  their  territory.  Let  us  for 
one  moment  consider  what  are  the  alter- 
natives. Suppose  that  we  are  entirely 
successful  


*A1k.  speaker  :  1  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  that  the  terms  of  peace 
are  not  involved  in  this  Amendment.  It 
is  specifically  confined  to  the  policy  and 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  the  past. 
Although  I  have  allowed  considerable 
freedom  in  the  discussion  from  that  point 
of  view,  the  terms  of  peace  cannot  be 
deliberately  discussed  upon  this  Amend- 
ment. That  question  is  raised  by  another 
Amendment. 


*Mr.  C.  p.  SCOTT :  I  will  endeavour 
to  conform  to  your  ruling,  Sir,  and  pass 
over  as  speedily  as  possible  the  remainder 
of  my  arguments.  I  would  merely  point 
out  that  the  want  of  knowledge,  fore- 
sight, and  judgment  which  have  been  so 
conspicuously  displayed  in  the  blind  way 
in  which  we  have  stumbled  into  a 
terrible  position,  may  be  equally  marked 
in  the  future.  We  cannot  carry  on 
this  war  merely  for  the  sake  of  a  barren 
supremacy.  We  must  look  to  what 
must  come  after,  and  consider  how 
the  country  which  we  are  endeavouring 
to  conquer  is  to  be  governed  ;  and  I  think, 
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Sir,  when  we  realise  what  that  means—  '  position,  and  their  mobility  is  extraor- 
what  it  means  to  govern  those  colonies  by  '  dinary.    Now,  I  contend  that  any  other 


military  rule,  or  as  Crown  colonies  per- 
manently, what  it  involves  in  the  ex- 
penditure on  military  force  and  in  the 
violation  of  our  best  traditions — then  I 
think  we  might  come  to  the  conclusion 
that  it  is  better  to  be  moderate  as  well  as 
just,  and  to  respect  the  independence  of 
people,  who  have  shown 


force  sent  to  meet  this  new  condition  of 
warfare,  which  requiivs  new  and  corre- 
sponding tactical  conditions  to  meet  it,, 
would  have  met  with  just  the  same  difficul- 
ties a?  we  have  done.  I  recollect  going  to- 
Austria  in  1867.  After  the  great  war  of 
1866,  in  which  Austria  had  a  very  fine 
army  indeed,  the  world  witnessed  a  new 
mechanical  invention,  which  paralysed 
Austria's  action  in  that  campaign.  It 


these  brave 

themselves  to  bo  worthy  foes  in  time  of 

war,  and  who,  if  treated  rightly  now,  may  ,  ^ 
in  time — a  long  time  it  may  be — become  was  the  introduction  of  the  needle  gun. 
recondled  to  this  country.   Then  instead  1 1  remember  the  chagrin  that  was  feit  by 
of  being  our  enemies  as  we  regard  them 
now,  they  would  become  one  of  the  most 
potent  factors  in  a  greac  and  united  South 
Africa. 


♦Colonel   BLUNDELL  (Lancashire, 
Ince) :  The  reason  I  rise,  Sir,  is  to  say  a  ' 
word  with  regard  to  the  military  question,  j 
I  wish  to  say  something  with  regard  to 
the  conduct  of  the  campaign  which  is  now 
being  prosecuted  in  South  Africa,  Itecause  I 
I  fear  it  may  be  misjudged  owing  to  | 
reverses  our  u*ms  have  n^et  with  hitherto.  ' 


the  Austrian  officers,  who  knew  that  their 
army  would  be  misjudged  liecause  it  had 
not  been  able  to  cope  with  the  latest 
weapon.  What  was  the  result  of  it  1  The 
very  next  year  every  Continental  Power 
ill  Europe  adopted  the  breechloader;  and 
they  also  adopted  Prussia's  system  of 
general  service,  which  Lord  Clyde  charac- 
terised as  militia.  Just  as  it  was  then 
with  the  innovation  of  the  breechloaderr 
so  it  is  now  with  mounted  infantry.  The 
result  o£  the  present  conflict  has  so  far 
demonstrated  the  wonderful  effective- 
ness of  mounted  infantry ;  and  evenr 
Continental     army    in    Europe  will 


The  Government  has  sent  out  a  very  large  develop  that  system  henceforward.  If 


body  of  troops  in  a  very  admirable  way; 
tbey  are  nearly  double  the  number  that 
Lord  Gardwell  ever  expected  tosend  abroad. 
We  have  been  obliged  to  split  them  into 
fractions  in  order  to  relieve  Ladysmith 


not  it  will  suffer  greatly  in  future  wars. 
This  war  has  also  raised  the  question  of 
whether  our  reserves  were  sent  out  soon 
enough,  or  not.  That  is  a  matter  which 
affects  diplomacy ;  and  I  would  point  out 
that  there  is  a  great  defect  in  our  reserve 


and  Kimberley  and  other  garrisons.  Now,,  j  system.  In  our  reserve  system  we  cannot 
these  fractions  have  met  with  serious  { send  a  body  of  troops  abroad  to  meet  a 
reverses  and  loss;  and  I  think  that  *  military  foeunlesswecall  outourresen'ce;. 
people  do  not  understand  how  that  can  |  and  we  cannot  call  out  our  reserves 
be,  because  I  maintain,  and  have  no  I  except  in  the  case  of  a  great  national 
doubt  whatever,  that  the  100,000  men  i  emergency.  Well,  that  must  put  our 
we  have  sent  to  Africa  is,  as  an  army,  put  I  Government  into  a  very  difficult  position;, 
togetherin  apropermaniier,with  itsproper  '  and  I  contend  that  that  isa  system  which 
complement  of  guns  and  cavalry,  as  line  a  requires  amendment  —  reseirists  should 
one,  for  its  numbers,  as  either  Germany,  have  the  option  at  a  higher  rate  of  pay 
France,  or  Kussia  coxdd  send  anywhere,  to  belong  to  a  "furlough  reserve,"  liable 
I  am  afraid  people  are  apt  to  think  that ,  to  be  reeled  for  any  special  service  with, 
our  army  is  not  what  it  really  is.  It  is  a  { their  regiments.  My  own  in^ression  i» 
splendid  fighting  machine ;  but  our  forces  j  that  at  the  eud  of  this  war  we  shall 
in  South  Africa  have  been  confronted  by  emerge  more  powerful  than  erer  and 
an  enemy  possessed  of  small  arms  of  an  |  more  chastened.  I  trust  that  the  tendency 
immensely  improved  type,  and  of  { to  ^pisconade  which  everyone  must  have 
Maxims  and  machine  guns,  which,  j  noticed  of  late  years  will  cease.  There 
together  with  smokeless  powder,  make  ;  has  beea  an  absence  of  scouting  and  of 
them  ^  eiy  formidable  indeed.  The  effect ,  taking  cover  aa  there  was  at  the  begiu- 
of  it  all  has  been  to  give  extremely  in-  j  ning  of  the  Crimean  War ;  but  that  sort 
creased  value  to  the  Boer  mounte<l  marks- ,  of  thing  arises  from  not  having  been  ia 
men  when  acting  on  the  defensive  against  .  action  against  a  European  foe.  That  ifr 
our  forces.    They  take  up  a  very  extended ,  now  past ;  and  I  venture  to  hope  and 
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believe  that  the  tennination  of  the  war 
-will  show  the  Amy  in  its  true  light. 
There  has  been  a  lot  of  talk  about  the 
word  "  supremacy  "  at  sea.  It  is  a  word 
which  I  think  ought  to  be  dropped. 
Of  course,  we  want  a  great  preponderance 
■of  sea  power  ;  but  in  my  opinion  there  is 
no  such  thing  as  supremacy  at  sea.  It  is 
the  use  of  abominable  phrases  like  these 
which  makes  us  unpopular  abroad.  It  is 
-a  compariscHi  which  is  as  offensive  in  the 
■eyes  of  our  neighbours  as  it  is  useless. 
There  is  one  other  remark  I  would  like 
to  make  in  reference  to  what  fell  from 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  to-day. 
Ho  talked  of  Cabinet  responsibility. 
Well,  if  there  is  one  defect  in  our  system 
which  the  Cabinet  should  set  themselves 
to  remedy  it  is  that  the  Commander-in 
Chief  and  the  First  Naval  Lord  should  be 
i«tired  on  a  higher  allowance  than  is 
^ven  under  the  present  system.  They 
are  often  poor  men  who  have  two  or  three 
moves  to  make  in  the  last  few  years  of 
:their  servioe,  and  who  have  to  take  a 
house  in  this  expensive  capital.  These 
officers  cannot  resign,  though  they  may 
differ  seriously  from  the  Cabinet,  but  the 
•country  should  feel  sure  that  the  experts 
do  not  differ  seriously  from  the  Cabinet. 

Mr.  speaker  said  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  was  not  now  speaking  to 
the  Amendment 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfar):  I  do 
not  intend  to  follow  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  last  addressed  the  House  in 
^'s  criticism  of  tJie  purely  military  points 
to  which  he  alluded ;  I  propose  to  look 
rather  at  the  political  aapect  of  the  matter, 
not  especially  as  regards  the  War  Office, 
but  as  to  the  responsibility  of  the  Govern- 
ment as  a  whole.    One  complaint  which 
has  ali-eady  Iwen    noticed   from  these 
benches,  but  which  has  been  repeated 
again  and  again  by  those  who  have  spoken 
on  behalf  of  the  Groverninent,  is  to  me 
nothing  short  of  astounding.    The  Liberal 
party  during  the  whole  of  this  controversy 
have  behavM  ivith  the  greatest  restraint.  | 
No  Government  has  ever  had  a  freer . 
hand*  a  fairer  opportunity,  less  criticism  I 
while  they  were  developing  their  policy,  \ 
less  cause  to  say  they  have  been  hindered  ' 
by  the  utterances  or  the  actions  of  the 
<!^position  leaders  either  in  this  House 
or  in  the  country,  than  the  present 
Administration.    Yet  we  have  had  the 
<extraordiniu7  claim  made,  unsupported 


by  any  precedent,  unsupported  by 
common  sense,  and  against  all  ex- 
perience, that  when  this  House  meets 
no  criticism  is  to  be  offered,  no  exami- 
nation is  to  take  place  of  the  actions 
of  the  Government  which  have  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  country  for  the  past 
few  months.  This  claim  would  have  been 
unreasonable  enough  if  the  policy  of  the 
Government  had  led  to  a  successful  issue, 
but  when  we  remember  that  this  year  has 
been  signalised  by  disasters  such  as  have 
not  been  experienced  by  this  country  for 
more  than  one  or  two  generations,  I  think 
such  a  claim  coming  from  the  Govern- 
ment must  show  that  they  have  cither  a 
bad  conscience  or  a  very  bad  case  and  a 
very  bad  defence  to  offer  to  the  country. 
What  is  the  House  of  Commons  for  if  it 
is  not  to  demand  an  explanation  on  the 
part  of  the  country  from  those  who  are 
trustees  for  the  power  of  the  country,  who 
are  responsible  for  its  policy,  and  who 
have  been  placed  in  the  position  they  hold 
by  the  opinion  of  the  countty  itself  1  One 
speech  we  have  listened  to  with  a  groat 
deal  of  satisfaction  and  interest,  and  that 
is  the  speech  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.  But  has  not  that  another 
aspect  from  that  which  has  been  already 
noticed  1  How  is  it  that  with  our  perfect 
system,  with  the  admirable  working  of 
the  War  Oflfice— to  which  I  am  ready 
myself  to  give  all  praise,  liecause  the  War 
Office,  taken  as  a  whole,  has  been  asked 
to  do  greater  work  than  has  ever  been 
contemplated  by  the  administrators  of  the 
country — I  speak  broadly,  of  course — but 
does  not  that  add  to  rather  than  detract 
from  the  responsibility  of  the  Government 
as  a  whole  when  we  finfi'that,  in  spite 
of  the  working  of  this  system,  in  spite  of 
the  generous  and  loyal  support  which 
they  have  had  from  every  part  of  the 
country  and  of  the  Empire,  with  all  their 
efforts,  there  has  still  been,  as  the  Amend- 
ment states,  30  great  a  lack  of  foresight, 
skill  and  knowledge,  as  to  place  tu 
in  the  deplorable  position  in  which 
we  now  stand?  It  is  said  that  as 
an  Opposition  we  are  not  entitled  to  make 
this  complaint  because  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  during  the  past  summer  ex- 
pressed it  as  his  opinion  that  there  was 
no  reason  for  war  or  for  military  prepara- 
tions. I  do  not  think  that  that  position 
is  at  all  inconsistent,  as  it  has  been  said 
to  be,  with  the  charge  made  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  only  a  night  or  two  ago 
that  the  Government  had  done  more  harm 
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than  good  ill  seiiditig  out  their  driblets  of 
rtupport  and  reinforcement  to  the  Cape 
Colony  and  Xatal.  The  difference 
between  Ms  view,  which  is  shared  by 
oUiers  on  this  side  of  the  House,  and  the 
Tiew  adopted  by  the  Government  is  that 
the  policy  pursued  was  !i  war  policy  from 
the  beginning,  and  wc  protested  against 
it  as  a  war  policy  as  a  policy  which 
might  lea<l  to  war.  The  Government 
denied  that  that  would  be  its  consequent  e, 
though  I  must  say  I  am  puzzled  to 
account  foi-  the  ignorance  that  led  to  this 
residt,  antl  that  is  the  difference  between 
The  Oovcriiment  did  not  face  the 


us. 


fact  that  by  the  policy  in  which  they 
were  engaged,  the  policy  of  pressing  upon  | 
the  South    African    Kepublic  reforms : 
which,  as  the  right  hon.  Member  for  South  • 
Aberdeen  said  to-night,  were  outside  the  | 
Convention,  which  were  matters  re8er\  ed 
for  the  internal  control  of  the  Republic 
— they  did  not  face  the  fact  that  by 
taking  up  that  line  and  pressing  those 
reforms  upon  the  South  African  Republic 
in  the  way  they  did  they  risked  the 
ultimate  collision  which  has  come  upon 
us.    The  policy  which  was  preferred  from  \ 
these  benches  was  a  p)licy  not  of  force  at  | 
all,  but  of  persuasion,  of  pressure   of  , 
diplomacy,  rather  than  of  military  pre- 
parations and  of  military  pressure.    I  am 
puzzled  beyond  measure  to  understand  ' 
why  the  Government  have  acted  in  the 
manner    the}'   have.      The    despatches  ■ 
which  we  read  this  morning,  to  which  ' 
allusion  has  already  been  made,  show 
how  the  defenceless  condition  of  Natal 
might  have  been  foreseen,  and  indeed  was 
foreseen,  but  not  prorided  for  by  the 
€rOvemment.    If  we  recollect  that  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  during  the  greater  portion 
of  last  winter  was  at  home,  and  that 
shortly  after  his  return  to  South  Africa  i 
he  begjui  the  proceedings  which  termi- : 
nated  as  they  have,  can   we  dismiss 
altogether  from  our  minds  the  idea  that 
he  had  some  prevision  that  the  policy  he  ! 
was  going  to  adopt  and  etiforce  might ; 
lead  to  these  dangers  ?    Whether  that 
policy  was  a  good  one  or  not  I  do  not  j 
intend  to  enter  into  at  present,  but  it . 
seems  impossible  to  believe  that  Sir 
Alfred  Milner,  the  nuui  responsible  on  ; 
the  spot,  and  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the  j 
man  in  the  Cabinet  responsible  here,  did  ' 
not  contemplate  the  ultimate  possibilities  ' 
of  the  policy  which  they  were  then 
deciding  to  adopt.     The  truth  is,  the  | 
Government  have  lieen  afraid  of  the  man  r 
Captain  Sinclair, 


j  of  whom  we  have  heard  so  much,  the 
"  man  in  the  street ; "  they  were  not 
courageous  enough.  Perhaps  they  did 
not  think  the  country  would  approve^ 
but  they  did  not  come  boldly  to  Parlia- 
ment or  to  the  country  and  say,  "  Here 
are  our  responsibilities  jls  Ministers : 
we  have  no  other  alternative  hut  to 
adopt  a  policy  which  may  lead  to  th«- 
most  extreme  conclusion."  On  the  eon- 
i  trary,  until  as  late  as  March  20th  last, 
I  there  was  not  the  slightest  symptom  in 
I  the  speech  delivered  in  this  House  by  the 
;  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  mind  of  the 
!  Government  had  changed,  that  the  posi- 
tion in  South  Africa  had  changed,  or  that 
I  there  was  any  intention  on  the  part  of 
.  the  Government  to  depart  from  the  policy 
which  had  hitherto  been  the  common 
policy  of  both  parties.  There  is  a  great 
deal  of  talk  as  if  on  this  side  of  the  House 
there  was  no  recognition  of  the  difficulties 
in  South  Africa.  What  is  the  fact  ¥ 
Take  whatever  cause  or  whatever  con- 
tributory cause  you  like  as  having 
brought  oa  this  war,  take  the  question  of 
the  grievances  which  has  been  argued  at 
such  length  before  this  House :  as  a 
matter  of  fact  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  on  March  20tb 
last  in  regard  to  those  grie>'ances  ts  pre- 
cisely the  opinion  held  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  If  the  House  will  pardon  me  I 
.should  like  to  read  one  passage.  In 
reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eccles- 
hall  Division  of  Sheffield,  the  Colonial 
Secretary  said  (the  hon.  Member  having 
urged  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders) — 

"My  hon.  frienil  coiiieH  here  as  if  he  had 
aiithonty  to  H^>eak  in  their  name,  hut  I  am 
very  much  inclmed  to  think  that  if  we  were- 
to  adopt  hi^i  advice  the  Uitlanders  themnelves 
would  he  the  tirst  to  <|uarre1  with  iih  on  that 
Htiliject,  an<l  they  might  ask  why  we  had. 
intmerad  when  we  were  not  askod.'^* 

Then  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  goes  on  to  repudiate  the  idea 
that  there  had  been  any  breach  of  the 
Convention  with  reganl  to  these  griev- 
ances.   He  says — 

"  In  tlie  first  place  we  may  intervene  if  thsre 
is  any  breach  of  the  Convention,  but  it  is  net 
contended  no  far  a«  I  know  that  any  of  these 
things  to  which  my  hon.  friend  refew'  •» 
breaches  of  the  C-onvenUon." 

And  he  wound  up  by  saying — 

"  Sir  Alfred  Milner  is  on  the  Kpot,  hot  I  do> 
not  feel  at  the  moment  tbat  any  cause  ha» 
arisen  which  would  justify  nie  in  taking  the 
very  strong  action  which  seems  at  all  events  to 
have  been  mggmtei  by  my  hon.  friend/' 
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That  was  the  opinion  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  so  recently  as  March  iJOth  last ; 
that  was  the  policy  of  the  Government  so 
recently  as  that  date,  and  that  heing  the 
case  I  think  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty has  ^  ery  little-cause  to  charge  us  on 
this  side  of  the  House  as  he  did  to-night 
with  nunimunng-the  grierances  which  arc 
sitfiered  by  the  CJitlanders  residing  in  the 
Transvaal.  Then  we  come  to  the  theory 
of  thearmedconspiracy.  lalwayslistenwith 
great  attention  to  the  i-eniarks  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  the  Handsworth  Division  of 
Stafford.  He  has  been  in  South  Africa  ;  he 
has  given  great  attention  to  the  question  ; 
he  has  studied  it  apparently-  very  deeply. 
But  I  entirely  disagi-eo  with  some  of  ms 
facts,  and  I  should  like  to  have  contro- 
verted them  if  he  had  been  in  the  House, 
lioth  as  to  the  history  of  South  Africa  and 
as  to  the  present  situation.  One  remark 
I  caiuiot  help  noticing,  and  that  is  the 
assertion  that  he  maile  with  roganl  to  the 
Ihitch  in  Capo  Coloi  ly .  The  hon. 
Member  took  upon  himself  the  responsi- 
bility of  saying  that  the  conduct  of 
the  Dutoh  in  Cape  Colony  had  been  most 
disloyal.  I  cannot  !>elieve  that  that 
opinion  is  shared  by  many  members  on 
the  other  aide  of  the  House.  That  that 
opinion  should  even  be  expressed  in  this 
House  is,  I  think,  miich  to  lie  deprecated 
on  the  present  occasion.  No  one  knows 
without  having  been  to  South  Africa  the 
trial  and  strain  and  tension  that  have 
Iteen  put  upon  our  Dutch  fellow-subjects 
in  Cape  Col  ony,  and  I  think,  considering 
how  their  feeHngs  have  been  harrowed 
and  their  property  destroyeti,  and  their 
responsible  Government  practically  en- 
tirely suppressed  during  this  crisis,  it  is 
in  the  highest  degree  necessary  that  wo 
here,  feeling  for  them  just  as  we  do  for 
the  others  in  the  colony,  should  do  our  best 
to  support  them  in  their  trials  and  to  as- 
anre  them  of  our  confidence,  and  show  that 
we  recognise  their  loyalty  and  devotion 
under  circumstances  of  supreme  anxiety 
and  difficulty.  What  is  at  the  bottom  of  this 
theory  of  an  armed  conspiracy  throughout 
South  Africa  ?  Could  anything  be  more 
Iiaseless  T  Think  of  the  position  of  our 
Army  now  in  the  north  of  the  colony. 
Think  of  that,  and  couple  it*  with  an  armed 
conspiracy,  not  in  theory  but  in  reality, 
and  you  will  have  some  idea  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  Dutch  and  of  the  value  of 
their  loyalty  to  us  at  the  present  time. 
Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  remind  the 
House  of  the  statement  of  the  Colonial 


Secretary  yesteitlay,  bearing  out  what  I 
say  about  the  constitutional  Government 
of  the  Cape  having  been  practically 
superseded  at  this  time  of  crisis.  It  will 
have  been  noticed  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  said  that  the  Volunteer 
forces  now  l>eiiig  raised  in  the  Cape 
Colony  are  l>eing  raised  by  the  genera! 
officer  commanding  there  under  the 
authority,  notrof  the  responsiltle  Minister, 
but  of  the  Governor  himself.  There  i« 
only  one  other  point  to  which  I  should 
like  to  allude,  simply  to  endeavour  to 
con^'cy  the  impression  that  every()ne  (m 
this  side  of  the  House  is  not,  as  some 
seem  to  think,  i>lind  to  the  difficulties 
and  the  circumstances  which  have  brought 
about  this  present  crisis,  though  we  may 
not  approve  the  methods  adopted  by  the 
Government  for  i-emedytng  those  diffi- 
culties. No  one  who  has  followed  the 
controversj'  during  the  last  few  years 
will  deny  that  in  regard  to  Article  \\.  of 
the  Convention  of  1884,  which  binds  tht? 
South  African  KepubHc  to  keep  within  its 
own  strict  Ix>undaries,  the  Boers  have,  in 
regard  to  Bechttanaland,  in  regard  to  the 
efforts  to  obtain  a  seaport,  in  legarrl  to 
some  of  the  nati^■e  districts,  in  regard  to 
the  northern  parts  of  Africa,  just  as  in 
regard  to  Stellahind  and  Goshenland, 
g(Hie  outside  the  limits  not  only  of  their 
own  territory,  but  of  the  Convention  of 
1884.  Undoubtedly  that  can  be  charged 
against  them  :  midoubtedly  that,  sup- 
ported aa  it  has  been  by  the  intrigues 
and  negotiations  carried  oti  with  Ger- 
many and  other  Powers,  lends  colour  to 
the  idea  that  the  South  African  Kepnblic 
is  not  contented  with  its  present  status, 
and  hiis  ambitions,  and  that  its  young 
men  do  "  dream  dreams,"  and  have 
ideals  of  a  South  Africa  different  from  the 
South  Africa  which  we  should  like  to  see. 
That  is  all  quite  tnie,  and  I  think  it  may 
be  perfectly  well  admitted.  That  is 
common  ground,  and  as  a  matter  of  fact 
has  been  recognised  by  both  parties  in 
this  House.  These  gi-ievances,  the  aspira- 
tions of  some  of  the  Dutch  in  South 
Africa,  the  difficulties  that  have  ensued  in 

fetting  the  South  African  Republic  to 
eep  strictly  within  its  boundaries — 
these,  I  say,  are  common  ground  to,  and 
have  been  realised  by,  both  parties. 
In  support  of  that  I  will  only  quote  the 
fact — it  does  not  cover  all  these  points, 
but  it  covers  some — that  a  despatch  pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  Lord  Bipon 
in  1894,  but  not  sent  to  the  Transvaal  at 
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that  time,  was  incliMied  and  sent  by  the 
present  Colonial  Secretary  in  the  year 
1896  as  a  complete,  careful,  proper,  and 
suitable  statement  of  the  case  of  the 
grievances  we  wished  to  see  remedied.  It 
is  only  when  we  oome  to  the  remedies 
that  we  differ,  and  there  we  do  differ. 
AVo  are  asked  what  we  should  have  done. 
AVe  should  have  followed  the  policy 
which  had  been  followed  hitherto  of 
endeavouring  to  establish  friendly  terms 
with  the  Transvaal,  of  endeavouring  to 
increase  the  confidence  which,  by  the 
testimony  of  all  competent  observers  in 
South  Africa,  had  sprung  up  between  the 
people,  and  which  had  not  been  inter- 
rupted even  by  the  question  whidi  arose 
at  the  end  of  1895,  the  question  of  the 
closing  of  the  Vaal  Drifts.  That  state  of 
things  unfortunately  was  upset  by  the 
raid.  The  raid  was  bad  enough ;  the 
South  African  Committee  was  bad 
enough  ;  l)ut  worse  than  all  has 
been  the  complete  identification  of 
fler  Majesty's  Government  with  the 
policy  of  the  gentlemen  most  distasteful 
m  South  Africa.  J  have  not  had  the 
privilege  of  going  to  South  Africa,  but  I 
have  done  my  best  so  far  as  papers, 
books,  and  conversation  go  to  become 
acquainted  with  it,  and  ^e  impression 
which  remains  indelibly  fixed  upon  my 
mind  is  this:  in  South  Africa  for  all 
these  difficulties  what  was  preached  was 
patience.  The  people  there  are  the  main 
sufferers  by  the  unsettled  and  troubled 
state  of  their  country,  and  you  can  go  to 
Ministers  of  both  parties  in  the  Gape  and 
to  Ministers  in  Natal ;  you  can  go  to  the 
most  responsible  and  respected  people  in 
the  country,  and  one  and  all  will  advo- 
cate the  policy  expressed  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  theAf ember  for  Montrose, 
the  policy  of  patience,  the  policy  which 
has  been  so  much  spumed  and  contemned 
in  the  debates  in  this  House. 

Mr.  hartley  (Islington,  N.) :  Will 
the  hon.  Gentleman  name  one  who  would 
advocate  that  policy  1 

Captain  SINCLAIR :  I  will  not  only 
name  him  but  read  out  his  opinion,  if  the 
House  will  allow  me.  The  first  one  I 
will  take  is  a  gentleman  to  whom  the 
hon.  Member  for  Derby  made  allusion 
the  other  night,  Mr.  Du  Toit,  who  was  at 
the  time  F^vsident  of  the  Afrikander 
Bond.  He  moved  a  resolution  in  the 

Captain  Sindair. 


Gape  House  of  Assonbly,  and  it  was 
carried  by  a  large  majority-— this  was  in 
April,  IP97— 

"  deprecating  war  bet%veen  European  peoples^ 
and  expressing  an  earnest  desire  for  peace  and 
the  conricluon  that  these  objects  wcwld  beet 
be  attained  by  the  futhfnl  and  reciprocal 
ohoerv'ance  of  all  obligatiooR  under  treaties, 
conventions,  and  agreements ;  that  iiieam 
should  be  de^-ised  t<>  obtain  a  settlement  of 
any  difticolties  which  might  ariiw  in  the  inter- 
pretation of  sucli  oblw^ons;  and  by  the 
adoption  <rf  a  poUciy  oT  moderation,  mutual 
consideration,  and  faime«>,  the  tnuiqnillity 
of  South  Ahica  wonld  be  further  assorwi." 

An  amendment  was  moved,  different  in 
words,  but  the  same  in  sense,  urging 
strict  observance  of  the  Convention,  and 
a  policy  of  moderation  by  Her  Majesty's 
Grovernment.  Then  I  will  quote  the 
Premier  of  Natal,  who  was  here  in  1897, 
and  who,  if  my  memory  serves  me  rightly, 
has  since  died — Mr.  Escombe.  He  said 
this  at  a  public  dinner  given  in  his 
honour  in  London — 

**A8  for  the  Sooth  African  Republic,  at 
present  it  van  not  fully  onderstood,  and  people 
m  England  would,  on  close  incioiiy,  be 
astonished  to  find  how  mneh  good  there  was 
in  the  Dutch  population  in  tliat  (wrt  of  the 
world." 

Lastly,  I  will  quote  Sir  Gordon  Sprigg, 
who  cannot  be  suspected  of  any  Afrikan- 
der leanings.  At  Cape  Town,  as  Premier 
of  the  colony,  he  said  that— 

"  If  he  went  to  England  as  Prime  Miiii»ter, 
representing  the  colony,  he  would,  in  his 
speeches  and  conver.-<atioD)«,  on  every  opportu- 
nity presented,  explain  to  the  people  of 
England  the  roti  condition  of  aflTairs  in  the 
country,  showing  how  in  Sontit  .\frica  there 
was  not  a  homogeneooR  ^palation  as  in 
Europe,  and  that  the  majority  of  the'colonieM 
were  differently  cimimstancen." 

That  is  the  point  I  want  to  bring  out. 

"  He  w«id»i  [K>iiit  out  how  necenKiir^'  it  ww  in  all 
matters  to  pursue  a  very  cautions  policy,  and 
that  they,  alwve  all  tilings,  wanted  moderatitm 
I  and  patience- -everlasting  patience — in  thiit 
ivuntni'.  In  fact,  |>4itieiice  seemed  to  him  to 
f*olve  lilinuctt  e\en-  question  in  South  Africa. 
Without  patience  they  could  solve  no  question 
natisfactoriiy,  and  that  was  what  they  shooiit 
endeavour  'to  impress  npon_  the  people  of 
England  and  Her  Majest}''H  Minixten.  .  .  . 
If  the  Ca|>e  (iovemment  were  allowecl  to 
pursue  their  policy  ]»eace  wonld  be  maintained 
in  Africa.  Tlie  Transvaal,  he  believed,  woidd 
shortly  recugiUHethedetsireKof  Uie  inhahitantw. 
and  friendly  relations  and  pnntperity  would  Im 
luaintainetl." 

There  are  many  other  utterances  of  public 
men  who  have  held  the  highest  positions 
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in  those  colonies  in  exactly  the  same 
sen§e  as  those  I  have  quoted,  and  I  say 
therefore  that  it  is  not  wisely  said  or 
wisely  thought  that  the  policy  of  patience 
is  not  a  proper  and  possible  adtemative  to 
the  policy  of  force  which  has  been  adopted 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government.  In  my 
humble  opinion  the  raid,  the  South 
African  Committee,  and  the  policy  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  have 
had  the  effect  of  inducing  a  large  number 
of  people  in  this  country  to  share  the 
views  so  eloquently  expressed  to-night  by 
the  hon.  and  learned  Meml>er  for  Ply- 
mouth, and  hare  oonttibuted  to  form  the 
conviction  that  we  cannot  possibly  have 
that  basis  of  confidence  between  us  and 
those  who  are  unfortunately  our  enemies 
at  present  on  which  reconciliation  may 
begin,  unless  the  negotiations  fall  into 
other  hands  than  those  of  the  present 
Colonial  Secretary.  The  policy  of  the 
Government  is  responsible  for  this.  I 
am  not  blaming  those  gentlemen  per- 
sonally, but  I  say  that  they  have  by  their 
public  acts  so  thoroughly  identified  them- 
selves with  all  the  interests  most  opposed, 
most  disliked,  and  most  detested  by  the 
inhabitants  pf  the  South  African  Republic 
and  those  who  sympathise  with  them  in 
South  Africa,  that  their  continuance  in 
charge  of  these  matters  is  a  most  powerful 
barrier  to  peace  and  reconciliation. 
During  those  dreary  days  in  September 
and  October  last,  when  we  were  waiting 
to  know  what  would  be  the  result  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary's  last  despatch,  day 
after  day  inquiries  came  from  South  Africa 
as  to  when  the  Republic  was  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  further  demands  which  he 
had  announced  he  was  going  to  make 
upon  them.  There  was  a  Cabinet  Council 
held  during  that  time,  and  it  was  very 
remarkable  that  after  that  Cabinet 
Council  no  less  than  four  Cabinet 
Ministers  spoke  during  the  week — Lord 
James  of  Hereford,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  and  two  others  (I  had  the 
advantage  of  listening  to  the  words  of 
the  First  Lord  myself)  -and  in  the  most 
solemn  terms  they  all  affirmed  that  they 
did  not  wish  to  threaten  the  independence 
of  the  Transvaal,  but  all  these  four 
Calnnet  Ministers,  having,  I  am  perfectly 
certain,  the  confidence  of  the  country  in 
the  sincerity  and  truth  of  their  words,  with 
all  their  authority  and  influence  both  here 
and  in  South  Africa,  were  not  able  to 
allay  the  auroicions  of  the  South  African 
Kepublic.    The  end  of  that  dreary  time 


of  waiting  was  that  the  step  was  taken, 
the  ultimatum  was  issued,  and  we  have 
been  plunged  into  this  war.  I  say 
that,  apart  from  the  present  situation 
altogether,  apart  from  the  particular  diffi- 
culties we  are  in,  apart  from  the  particular 
objections  which  I  have  urged,  apart 
from  the  evidence  which  I  have  quoted 
from  South  Africa  against  this  policy, 
we  are  fighting  against  all  experience  of 
colonial  administration  in  this  mutter. 
The  normal  course  of  colonial  govern- 
ment is  self-government.  Perpetually  in 
the  history  of  self-government  in  this 
country,  when  the  desire  of  the  central 
authority  here,  of  the  Imperial  C^vern- 
ment,  call  it  whatever  you  like,  has  heea 
asserted  over  the  colonies  under  one  set 
of  circumstances  or  another,  every  time  it 
has  led  to  disaster.  The  interference 
from  Downing  Street,  the  overruling  of 
colonial  interests  and  colonial  opinion,  has 
never  been  attended  with  success  in  any 
part  of  the  world.  That  experience  is 
another  thing  against  which  we  are  fight- 
ing at  the  present  time.  We  are  fighting 
also  against  the  goodwill  of  the  Dutch, 
against  the  goodwill  of  men  who  have 
been  contented,  happy,  and  prosperous 
under  our  Grovemment,  whose  loyalty 
has  been  unquestioned  until  this  time, 
men  who  have  readily  rendered  a  loyal 
devotion  to  the  Queen  and  Government 
under  which  they  have  had  this  happi- 
ness and  prosperity.  Another  thing 
against  which  we  are  fighting — and 
it  is  a  powerful  thing  —  is  our 
own  solemn  promise  and  convention. 
["No!"]  There  are  two  opinions  pos- 
sible, I  admit.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
may  hold  their  view,  but  in  my  humble 
judgment  it  counts  for  something  in  this 
controversy  that  we  are  fighting  prac- 
tically against  our  own  solemn  promise 
and  convention.  I  do  not  deny — and  I 
have  given  reasons^ — that  some  readjust- 
ment in  South  Africa  was  neccsfiarj'. 
Anyone  who  has  followed  the  extension 
and  developnleiit  of  our  dominions  in 
South  Africa,  who  remembers  that  in 
less  than  thirty  years  we  have  practically 
multiplied  by  six  the  extent  of  our  tern- 
tory  in  South  Africa — we  have  now  about 
1,500,000  square  miles  to  be  responsible 
for  instead  of  about  a  quarter  of  a  million 
— anyone  who  remembers  that  will  admit 
that  some  readjustment  was  inevitable  and 
necessary.  I  say  that  it  does  count  for 
something  in  this  deplorable  business 
that,  in  the  opinion  of  a  great  many 
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people,  wc  are  fighting  and  using  the 
whole  forces  of  the  Empire  against  what, 
after  all,  has  been  a  solemn  promise  and 
eonvention  niidcrtake]i  in  the  name  of 
this  countr}*.  And  what  have  you  to 
look  forwanl  to  ?  The  English  have 
got  to  live  with  the  Dutch.  This  is  the 
third  contest  we  have  had  with  the  Otitch. 
Some  40  or  50  years  ago  the  Governor, 
who  afterwards  was  very  popular,  Sir 
Harry  Smith,  had  to  take  forcible 
measures  against  the  Boor  population 
north  of  the  Omnge  Kiver.  The  dispute 
was  settlecl  by  one  Ixittle,  and  British 
authority  had  its  way.  Twenty  years  later 
we  Iiad  another  contest  with  the  Dutch 
north  of  the  Vaal  River.  You  know  how 
that  terminated,  and  you  know  that  in  the 
opinion  of  the  highest  military  authorities 
not  a  couple  of  thousand  men,  as  on 
the  former  occasion,  but  15,000  men  at 
least  would  ha^'e  lieen  needed  to  assert 
our  authority  or  sway  on  that  occasion. 
Now,  twenty  years  later,  you  have  got  a 
much  larger  difficulty  on  your  hands. 
You  have  got  a  difficulty  which  1  do  not 
Wlieve  the  people  of  this  country  would 
have  had  to  face  had  they  known  — [The 
remainder  of  the  sentence  was  rendered 
inaudible  by  cries  of  dissent  from  the 
Ministerial  Benches.J  Yes :  that  is 
exactly  a  point  on  which  I  should  like  to 
say  something.  People  say  that  the  shib- 
boleth has  to  be  repeated  with  regard  to 
this  war  as  to  whether  it  was  just  or  un- 
just. That  does  not  exh  .ust  the  con- 
siderations which  have  to  be  taken  into 
account  You  have  got  to  look  at  this 
matter  from  a  pmctical  point  of  view, 
from  the  point  of  view  of  the  practical 
interests  of  the  country  and  of  the  Empire 
as  a  whole.  I  say  that  it  requires  more 
reasons  than  have  ever  been  urged 
against  the  policy  of  moderation  to  out- 
weigh the  enormous  prraent  and  future 
disadvantages  which  have  1>eon  disclosed 
by  the  exp<wlition  and  the  results 
of  the  expedition  so  far  which  we 
have  sent  to  South  Africa.  We 
shall  have  to  add  another  100,000 
men  to  the  Army  in  the  interest  of  South 
Africa,  owing  to  the  difficidty  of  recon- 
ciling the  Dutch  to  our  rule.  I  do  not 
think  that  even  then  you  will  get  rid  of 
all  those  difficulties.  I  thank  the  House 
for  allowing  me  to  give  the  few  reasons 
which  induce  me  to  vote  with  great 
heartiness  for  the  Amendment  of  my 
noble  friend,  I  recognise  the  patriotic 
endeavours  the  Goveiiiroent  are  making 
thuaiMii,  Smelair. 


to  the  full,  but  I  deplore  and  lament  the 
policy,  and  the  consequences  of  that 
policy,  which  has  led  us  into  the  present 
difficulties,  I  shall  at  present  do  my 
utmost  to  give  my  support  to  the  (lovem- 
ment  wherever  it  is  possible,  but  I  do 
not  hesitate  to  say  that  I  shall  work 
against  them  if  I  think  it  is  necessary, 
and  in  the  councils  which  are  to  deter- 
mii-e  this  wkt  I  hope  there  will  be 
moderation,  firmness,  and  patience. 

Ma.)OR  RASCH  (Essex,  S.E.):  I  only 
desire  to  say  a  few  words  to  the  House 
on  the  subjects  of  departmental  interests, 
which  we  feel  very  strongly  about.  I 
listened  to  the  speech  of  the  right  hou. 
Member  for  South  Aberdeen  with  a  certain 
amount  of  mild  surprise,  when  he  stud  be 
regretted  that  feelings  of  hostility  were 
apparent  in  foreign  countries  with  regard 
t<]  this  nation,  because  there  is  no  mau 
who  has  done  so  much  to  raise  hostility 
as  himself.  I  listened  to  the  speech  of 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  last  night, 
a  speech  which,  I  venture  to  say,  raised 
the  level  of  the  deliate,  but  I  do 
not  agree  with  Him.  He  said  we  had 
increased  the  artillery  by  sixteen  batteries, 
and  we  had  strengthened  regiments  in  that 
direction,  but  he  forgot  to  say  that  the 
Estimates  had  increased  from  £16,000,000 
to  £21,000,000,  and  he  foi-got  to  say 
that  our  Army  had  so  far  been  held  in 
check  by  a  population  which  was  hardly 
so  large  as  the  number  of  men  we 
ourselves  usually  keep  under  arms.  What 
has  surprised  me  is  the  light-hearted 
characterof  some  of  the  speeches  delivered, 
and  also  the  consensus  of  opinion  that  it 
was  necessary  to  defend  the  \N*ar  Office, 
which  was  shown  in  half  the  speeches 
made.  The  mover  of  the  Address,  the 
Leader  of  the  House,  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition,  Lord  Salisbury,  all  did -so. 
Even  the  mover  of  this  Amendment,  after 
he  had  searched  the  world  from  China  to 
Peru  to  endeavour  to  find  a  stick  with 
which  to  beat  the  Government,  turned 
round  and  took  the  War  Office  under  the 
icgisof  his  protection.  I  should  just  like 
to  say  half-a-dozen  words  with  i-eference 
to  the  speech  at  Manchester  by  the  Leader 
of  the  House,  following  in  that  regaid  the 
speech  of  the  rucht  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member  for  the  Forest  of  Dean.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  found  fault  with 
the  stay-at-home  politicians  and  War 
Office  critics,  but  it  is  not  their  fault  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


517       Aildi-e>is  ill  A}i,<mr  to       |:i  February  19001      the  Qmeii a  Speech.  r>lS 

diey  are  stay-at-homes,  they  would  I>e  [  man  said  this  country  was  bursting  with 
elsewhere  now  if  they  knew  how  to  get  i  troops,  but  he  could  not  have  visited  onr 
there.  With  r^ard'to  the  critics,  the  i  garrison  towns  lately  or  he  would  have 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  the  War  Office  !  seen  that  our  troops  here  consist  of 
hMl  been  efficient,  and  refen-ed  to  the  ;  immature  youths,  not  old  enough  to  be 
Reserves.  Now,  the  Service  Merabei-s  of  the  sent  abroad,  dismounted  cavidry,  artil- 
House  of  Commons  never  did  criticise  the  '  lery  without  guns,  and  a  few  troops  that 
I{eaer\  es.  The  man  who  did  criticise  the  are  going  to  be  sent  off  during  the  next 
Reserves  was  Loitl  Wolseley.  He  said  few  weeks.  These  are  some  of  the  ques- 
thc  Reserve  was  simply  a  sham,  and  he  tions  which  the  Service  Members  have 
showed  hn  intuitive  perception  of  the  called  the  attention  of  this  House  to,  and 
opinion  of  the  House  of  Commons  by  some  of  the  matters  we  have  endeavoured 
sayiuK  that  they  desired  to  ha^-e  it  so.  to  liring  before  it ;  and  the  country  will 
We  do  not  believe  in  the  three  Army  find  that  the  Service  Members  have  told 
Corps.  An  Army  Corps  as  one  '  them  the  tnith  rather  than  the  apologists 
understands  it  is  an  entity,  but  in  South  ,  of  the  establiahmeut  in  Pall  Mall.  So  far 
Africa  you  simply  have  an  aggiegation  of  '  as  I  am  concerned  my  opinion  is  clear,, 
regiments  pitchforked  together,  as  you  and  I  shall  support  the  (rovemment  here 
had  in  the  Crimean  War.  In  the  speech  and  outside.  And  when  the  crisis  is 
that  was  made  last  night,  it  was  said  that  over  I  shall  be  able  to  criticise  more, 
the  Government  were  right  and  the  War  ;  as  I  please,  the  operations  of  the  Wai' 
Office  had  done  nothing  wTong,  and  that '  Office, 
it  was  impossible  to  supply  transports  at 

a  moments  notice.  The  hon.  Gentleman  *Mk.  BRYN  KOBKRTS  :  I  think  the 
asked  how  you  coukl  put  18,000  mules  right  hon.  Membei-s  opposite  who  are  so  dis- 
in  line  in  South  Africa.  That  is  not  posed  to  denounce  the  right  hon.  Mem- 
what  we  meant.  What  we  meant  was  ber  for  South  Aberdeen  would  do  their 
that  until  President  Kruger  marched  his  own  cause  far  greater  geod  if,  instead  of 
troops  to  the  bonlersof  the  Transvaal  the  denouncing  him,  they  took  to  answering 
War  Office  made  no  effort  to  provide  his  arguments  and  displacing  the  irre- 
transport.  With  reference  to  the  guns  sistible  case  which  he  has  made  against 
the  hon.  Gentleman  took  up  the  cudgels  this  Govenmient.  This  debate  has 
and  said  there  was  a  force  cf  something  branched  out  in  two  directions.  One 
like  180,000  men  at  the  front,  with  240  branch,  of  course,  is  the  justification  of 
field  guns  and  several  guns  of  position,  the  war  and  the  other  the  question  of 
That  is  all  very  well  as  far  as  it  goes,  but ;  the  conduct  of  the  war.  With  reference 
it  is  not  the  proper  allowance.  In  European  !  to  the  conduct  of  the  war,  we 
armies  the  proportion  of  guns  to  infantry  have  had  very  full  answers  from 
is  5  per  1,000,  but,  on  the  hon.  Gentle-  the  Government  Ixinches,  but  with  refer- 
luan's  own  showing,  in  South  Africa  I  ence  to  the  question  of  the  justice  and 
there  are  only  -l^  per  1,000.  There  are  ri^ht  of  this  war  not  one  word  has  been 
only  a  few  quick-firing  guns  there  at  the  said,  for  the  simple  reason,  in  my  l>elief, 
present  moment,  and  tney  are  the  old- '  that  they  have  adopted  the  only  possible 
fashioned  ones  with  the  breech-firing  mode  of  answering  the  question  by  avoid- 
attachment  of  Sir  George  Clarke.  Then  ing  it.  I  hope  hon.  Members  on  this  side 
with  regard  to  proper  maps,  the  hon.  of  the  House  will  not  permit  that  to  be 
Cientleman  said  the  reason  why  proper  '  done,  but  that  they  will  urge  the  point 
maps  were  not  prepared  was  because  in  (juestion  until  a  full  answer  is  given, 
in  the  first  place  the  colonial  authorities  Even  in  the  last  debate  of  the  last 
ought  to  have  prepared  them,  but  did  not,  session  it  was  the  same.  No  defence  was 
and  secondly,  because  of  the  expense.  I  given  until  the  Colonial  Secretary  rose 
believe  that  the  loss  at  Spion  Kop  was  on  the  last  night  of  that  debate,  and  we 
due  entirely  to  the  fact  that  the  topo-  <  have  had  no  defence  beyond  that.  We 
graphical  character  of  the  country  had  [  have  had  various  reasons  assigned  for  this 
not  been  found  out.  Then  again,  with  war,  as  various  and  contradictory  as  the 
regard  to  transport,  the  man  in  the  street  reasons  assigned  for  the  war  in  the 
does  not  understand  why,  when  it  is  neces  '  Sondan,  but  when  I  find  people  in  busi- 
sary  to  send  troops  out  quickly,  we  should  ness,  or  in  social  or  political  life,  give 
have  alow  ships  instead  of  fast  ones.  And  '  various  and  contradictory  reasons,  I 
with  regard  to  troops,  the  hon.  Gentle-  ^  generally  find  that  the  real  one  is  one 
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which  they  dare  not  avow.  My  belief  in  j  one  of  the  two  strongest  motives  that 
this  case  is  that  the  real  reason  of  this  I  can  impel  human  nature — one  the  defence 

war  '  ------ 

At  least 


is  to  get  hold  of  the  Transvaal,  or  I  of  religion,  the  other  the  defence  of  our 
ast  the  political  control  of  it.    With  nationality.     Would  we  do  it  1   I  hope 


regaM  to  the  alleged  Dutch  conspiracy, 
that  matter  has  already  l)een  fully  dealt 
with,  and  I  shall  only  draw  attention  to 
one  or  two  matters.    It  is  leased  entirely 


we  woidd  for  the  defence  of  oar  religion. 
I  know  we  should  for  the  defence  of  our 
nationality.  This  is  done  by  the  Boers, 
who  make  no  boast  of  it  whatever.  They 


on  the  fact  of  the  large  armameTits  |  go  readily  to  the  front  ready  to  give  up 
in  the  Transvaal.  But  before  you  I  their  lives  in  defence  of  their  country, 
can  establish  a  ease  of  this  kind  j^ou  |  But  it  is  said  they  are  compelled  by  Presi- 
must  prove  that  the  armaments  are  too  ;  dent  Kruger,  who  is  really  an  autoeraU 
numerous,  not  from  our  point  of  j  He  is  an  autocrat  who  rests  entirely  on 
view,  but  that  they  arc  excessive  in  '  the  goodwill  of  his  burghers,  the  same  as 
the  view  of  the  Transvaalers  them-  Mr.  -  Gladstone  rested  on  the  con- 
selves  ;  that  they  exceed  the  amount  viction  of  his  supporters.  There  was  this 
which  they  can  possibly  consider  necea- 1  extraordinary  phenomenon,  that  although 
sary  for  tne  defence  of  their  country. '  this  dispute  had  been  going  on  for  yeara, 
The  attempt  is  now  practically  abandonm.  |  yet  there  was  not  a  single  suggestion  in 
We  set  up  the  point  that  these  armaments  i  all  the  despatches  in  the  Blue-books  of 
were  laid  up  before  the  raid.  That  any  complaint  that  the  Boers  wished  to 
was  practically  given  up  or  tlestroyed '  drive  the  British  people  out  of  the 
at  any  rate  by  the  right  hon.  (ientleman  ;  country.  There  was  a  distant  allusion  in 
by  his  speech  at  Manchester.  He  j  a  letter  sent  b}"^  Sir  Alfred  Milner  on 
said  the  raid  fettered  the  Go\'em-  \  4th  May  last  to  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
ment,  that  it  was  impossible  for  ,  in  which  he  said  that  some  newspapers 
them  to  remonstrate  with  the  Transvaal '  had  made  some  reference-  to  that.  But 
on  account  of  the  armaments  Itecause  of  '  we  know  that  there  are  wild  papers  in 
the  raid.  That  must  prove  that  the  ex- '  the  Transvaal,  just  as  there  are  in 
cessive  armaments  were  laid  up  after  the  |  Fleet  Street.  It  is  impossible  to  get 
raid  because  that  remark  would  not  be  away  from  the  fact  that  there  is  no 
relevant  if  they  were  laid  up  before  the  [  ostensible  cause  for  this  war  in  the  Blue- 
raid.  It  is  now  admitted  that  the  books  except  the  alleged  grievances  of 
Intelligence  Department  has  fulfilled  its '  Uitlanders.  I  think  that  hon.  Memljcrs 
functions  fidly,  but  it  is  an  irrefutable  who  are  against  the  war  have  been  a 
fact  that  the  raid  caused  the  armaments,  great  deal  too  free  and  liberal  with  their 
As  far  back  as  March,  1 886,  Sir  Hercules  ;  concession  as  to  the  existence  of  these 
Robinson  telegraphed  that  the  arming  ■  grievances.  I  do  not  admit  the 
movement  was  defensive  and  not  offensive,  grievances,  except  to  a  very  slight  e-vtent. 
that  the  Boers  believed  that  the  raid  was  Hon.  Membera  who  talk  about  them 
connived  at  if  not  instigated  by  the  ,  idways  do  so  in  vague  and  general  terms. 
Government,  and  that  it  would  be  re- ,  You  never  see  a  reference  to  a  single 
newed  on  the  first  favourable  oppor-  detail,  but  only  to  the  "  intolerable 
tunity.  President  Kruger  himself  said  oppression  of  the  Uitlanders,"  and  vague 
to  Captain  Younghusband,  the  special '  statements  of  that  kind.  What  are  these 
correspondent  to  The  Twm,  "So  long  as  alleged  grievances  ?  ^Vhy,  one  is  that  a 
you  never  attack  us  we  shall  not  attack  public  meeting  in  the  Transvaal  was  dis- 
you."  [An  Hon.  Member  :  But  he  did  turbed,  whereas  the  opponents  of  this 
attack  us.]  Yes,  liecause  we  were  poing  war  in  this  country  have  had  their 
to  invade  the  Transvaal.  We  pride  meetings  broken  up  on  scores  and 
ourselves  on  the  enthusiasm  that  has  |  hundreds  of  occasions  by  Jingo  roughs, 
been  shown  by  volnnteers  coming  in,  but  You  know  what  took  place  in  Trafalgar 
the  Boers  have  commandeered  all  men  be- 1  Square,  but  does  anyone  sa^eati  on  that 
tween  the  of  sixteen  and  sixty,  and  j  account  the  English  people  should  lie 
if  we  made  similar  sacrifices  for  this  war  ,  de^nived  of  their  Grovemment  1  There  is 
6,000,000  men  would  be  at  the  front.  It  is  ^  no  restriction  whatever  in  the  Transvaal 
impossible  to  believe  that  any  democratic  on  the  right  of  public  meeting,  proWded 
nation  would  send  all  its  male  inhabitants  |  these  are  held  in  halls.  The  only  rc- 
to  wage  an  aggressive  war.  Such  j  striction  is  as  to  open-air  meeting,  and  that 
a  sacrifice   would  only  be    made  for  i  restriction  is  the  same  as  regards  meetings 


Mr,  Brpi  Boberts. 
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ill  Trafalgar  Square.    Permission  has  to  I 
be  got  from  the  police  because  of  the  1 
(lauger  of  the  public  meeting  creating 
riot  and  disturbance,  and  that  permission  i 
is  never  refused.     It  is  said  that  the 
press  have  been  restrained,  but  there  has  | 
lint  been  a  sin^e  case  of  a  newspaper  being  ' 
inippressed  under  the  law  complained ' 
except    that  of  the  Ciiik,  which  I 
was  edited  by  the  notorious  Henry 
Hess,  who  had  to  leave  the  country , 
Ml  account  of  fraud  and  perjury.    We  J 
know  that  this   Mr.   Hess  brought  an 
action  against  Mr.  Henry  Labouchere  on 
account  of  an'  article  which  appeared  in 
Tr»ih,  but  he  abandoned  it  and  paid  the 
costs  rather  than  appear   in  court  to 
answer  the  interrosatorios.  President 
Krug^  went  beyond  his  rights  in  sup-  > 
pressing  the  Ji^imiesbuty  Slnry  but  an  | 
^peal  was  made  to  the  Transvaal  courts, , 
and  from  that  time  forwanl  the  St(tr  was  al- 
lowed to  be  published.  That  illustrates  the  ' 
falsity  of  the  charge  against  the  justiciary, 
for  here  the  Courts  quashed  the  order  of 
President  Kruger.    Then  wo  come  to  the 
question  of  the  franchise,  which,  after  all, 
is  the  really  important  question.    My  hon. 
and  leanietl  friend  the  Member  for  South 
Shields  denie^l  that  the  Uitlanders  were 
alieDs,andattempted to  maintain  thatdenial 
by  the  most  extraordinary  arguments  He 
snid  that  the  Uitlanders  have  the  right 
to  enter  the  Transvaal,  to  reside  and 
trade  there,  and  that  aliens  have  not  that 
right.    Why,  that  right  exists  in  this 
country        well  as  in   the  Transvaal. 
There  in  no  power  in  this  country,  not 
even  in  the  Crown,  to  prevent  the  entry 
of  ahens  here  and  engage   in  trade. 
We  ha\e  the  fact  that  the  Member  for 
the  Central  Division  of  Sheffield  has 
introduced  time  and  again,  but  has  been 
unable  to  pass,  a  Bill  to  prevent  aliens 
coming  to  this  country.     But  there  is 
this  mfference,  that  most  of  the  Uit- 
hmdera  who  come  into  this  oountrv  do  | 
80  with  the  intention  of  remaining  \ere,  , 
whereas   four-fifths  of  the  Uiwanders 
who  go  to  the  Transvaal  do  so  with  the 
intention  of  returning  to  their  native 
coQntry  when  they  have  made  their  for- 
tune.   Under  these  circumstances  it  is 
not  to  be  expected  that  these  should 
be  granted  the  franchise   to  the  same 
extent  as  in  England,   because    they  : 
would    use     it    not     in    the  inte- 
rests of    t^e  Transvaal,  but   of  the 
country  to  which  they  intend  to  return, 
i  utteriy  deny  that  the  Uitlanders'  griev- 


ances were  great  down  even  to  the  initia- 
tion of  the  negotiations,  and  are  we  to 
make  war  on  any  government  which  falls 
away  iti  the  slightest  degree  from  perfec- 
tion ?  If  so,  what  are  we  to  do  with 
our  own  Government  ?  I  v  enture  to  say 
that  the  grie\'anc»  of  the  Uitlanders,. 
when  examined  and  divested  of  exaggera- 
tion, were  of  the  flimsiest  description, 
and  of  the  same  character  as  exist  in 
every  coinitry  under  the  sun,  and  will 
exist  until  the  millennium.  Suppose  that 
President  Kruger  had  passed  a  law,  as 
had  ))een  done  in  this  country  by  the 
present  Goveinment,  that  all  agricul- 
turists and  landowners  should  be 
exempt  from  one-half  the  taxation,  and 
that  the  Imperial  funds  should  be- 
applied  to  pay  the  exempted  half  for 
them,  and  that  all  shopkeepers  and 
dwellers  in  town  should  pay  in  full, 
there  might  have  been  a  cause  for  remon- 
strance Or  suppose  that  President 
Kruger  had  passed  a  law  that  the  old 
Dopper  Church,  being  in  a  minority  of 
the  whole  population,  should  have  the 
control  of  religious  education  in  schools 
which  were  maintained  almost  entirely 
by  the  Imperial  taxation  of  the  country, 
then  the  Uitlanders  might  have  claimed: 
that  they  suflTered  from  serious  griev- 
ances. Why,  the  whole  of  the  Uit- 
Undei-s'  grievances  put  together  were  not 
to  be  compared  with  a  single  one  of 
these  from  which  we  suffer  in  this 
country ;  and  yet,  w^e  who  feel  these 
grievances  keenly  have  not  the  remotest 
idea  that  they  would  justify  us  in  seeking 
to  stir  up  rebellion.  We  rely  for  their 
redress  on  ordinary  methods  of  politicali 
evolution.  And  so  all  those  trifling 
grievances  would  have  been  remedied  in 
time  by  the  ordinary  evolution  of  political 
change.  AVe  are  told  that  the  case  was 
urgent^  but  the  only  reason  for  urgency 
that  I  know  was  the  risk  that  in  the 
meantime  the  Rand  mines  would  be  ex- 
hausted and  all  these  Uitlanders  would 
then  be  coming  home.  But  I  hold 
that  even  if  the  grievances  did  exist 
to  an  intolerable  extent  there  was 
the  unanswerable  argument  that  we  had 
no  right  to  interfere.  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted over  and  over  again  that  the 
Transvaal  was  an  independent  Govern- 
ment so  far  as  regards  internal  affairs. 
Lord  Salisbury  has  said  so,  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  admitted  it,  and  so  did 
the  late  Right  Hon.  W.  H.  Smith.  I 
should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
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House  to  the  fact  that  at  the  time  when 
the  Colonial  Secretary  was  endeavouring 
to  prevail  on  Presi<lent  Kruger  t^  come 
■over  to  this  countn%  to  discuss  matters, 
President  Kruger  objected,  on  the  ground 
that  the  discussion  of  these  grievances 
•would  be  a  tacit  admission  on  his  part  of 
.the  right  of  this  country  to  interfere  in 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  Transvaal. 
And  what  was  the  answer  of  the  Colonial 
■Secretary  to  that  objection  ?   He  said  - 

*'Her  Majenty'tt  (government  do  not  claim 
any  right  mider  the  Convention  to  preNcrilie 
tho  particular  refonux  which  should  l>e  made 
in  the  Soutli  African  ReuiiMic.  .  .  .  Thev 
consitler  that  they  are  entitled  t<x  make  mich 
fnendly  repreMentattonH  on  Itehalf  of  Britiidi 
.ouhjects." 

And  he  goes  on  to  say 

"  Sucli  a  digcusHioii  a»  tliuy  roiiteiii|ilate 
wuuld  not  involve  any  arkiiuwlud;;nient  on 
the  iiart  of  the  President  of  a  riyht  of  inter- 
ference in  tlie  interna)  concerns  of  the  Hepui>)ic, 
Imt  wonld  only,  at  the  inOMt.  amount  to  a 
recognition  of  the  fnendly  intereHt  of  Her 
Majesty  s  Government  in  its  security,  and  in 
the  general  welfare  of  South  Africa." 

And  then  there  is  this  fiuther  impoitant 
.admission — 

"The  President  wwiUl  lie.  of  conrse,  at 
lilierty  to  accept  or  i-eject  anv  advice  that 
might  lie  tendered  to  him  hy  Her  Majesty's 

Government." 

What  (lid  the  right  hou.  the  Colonial 
Secretary  say  in  this  House  in  answer 
to  a  speech  of  the  hou.  .Member  for 
the  Kcclcsall  Division  of  ShefHekl  ?  In 
Mai-ch  last  that  hon.  Member  made  an 
attiick  on  the  Govenimetit  because  they 
did  not  make  the  grievances  of  the  Uit- 
lan<lers  a  aixus  h^fli,  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary  said  - 

"  Does  the  hon.  Member  wish  this  tio^  ern- 
meiit  to  fend  an  nltimatnm  to  the  Transvaal 
( lovernuient  on  tlie*e  matters  7  Does  he  wish 
ii»  to  iDKist  Upon  the  reforms  which  my  hon. 
friend  brings  liefore  us,  and,  failing  satisfac-  ' 
tion,  doBH  he  expect  tis  to  go  to  war  with  the 
Transvaal ? " 

At  that  time  it  wius  rei;anled  us  ridicu-  ■ 
lous  that  tins  question  should  lead  to 
war.    Further  on  the  Colonial  Secretary 
said 

"  Tliere  are  certain  <*lpnr  cases  wliere  we  can 
intfrvene,  and  rightly  intervene,  in  the  Trans- 
vaal. In  the  first  ]>1ace.  we  may  intervene  if 
there  is  any  Iireaeb  of  the  Convention:  Imt  it 
is  Lob  contended,  su  far  as  1  know,  tliat  any 
4)f  tliese  t)iin(;s  U>  whicli  my  hon.  frioiiw  refers 
are  breaxilies.  Then,  no  doubt,  we  >bonld 
'liave  the  usual  right  of  intcriercnce  ii  the 
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I  comity  of  nations  it*  not  obiterved — that  is  to 
{  ftay.that  the  treatment  of  British  sabjectnin  the 
Transvaal  was  of  sDch  a  natnre  as  wonld  give 
I  us  the  right  to  interfere  a-t  to  tlte  treatment  of 
I  British  subjects  in  France  or  Germany.  When 
'  we  have  been  asked  t<i  interfere,  and  when  we 
j  have  not  interfered,  it  has  l>een  because  we  have 
I  l;een  advised  that  no  such  case  has  arl'^en  for 
'  interfeience." 

I  Every  one  of  the  Uitlauder  grievances, 
:  with  one  exception,  were  in  existence 
I  long  befoi'e  these  w  ords  were  uttered. 
.  The  only  exception  was  the  failure  to  dis- 
i  cover  the  murderer  of  Mrs.  Appleby.  It 
does  not  rest  with  the  liovornmeiit  of  <t 
'  country  in  which  Jack  the  Ripper  ran 
'  riot,  and  where  there  wns  a  total  failure 
to  discover  that  terrible  murderer,  to 
complain  of  a  failure  to  discover  one  mur- 
derer in  the  Transvaal.  It  should  l»e 
'  remembered  that  the  Tnuisvaal  Goveni- 
'  ment  issued  a  reward  of  £500  for  the 
apprehension  of  Mrs.  Appleby's  murderer, 
and  that  the  police  of  Johaimcsbtu-g  were 
;  increased.  There  has  been  absolutely  no 
change  in  the  situation  -since  then.  It  has 
been  argued  that  althongli  there  was  no 
Convention  right  to  exact  amelioi-ation  of 
these  grievances,  yet  President  Kruger 
made  promises  during  the  negotiations  for 
the  Convention  which  he  has  failed  to  per- 
form. That  is  not  true.  Certainly  most 
unfortunate  misrepresentJitions  have  Ijeen 
made  in  the  press  and  in  this  House  in 
regard  to  that  matter.  During  the  con- 
versations which  led  up  to  the  ConA  cntion 
of  1H81  the  Pi*esi<lcnt  of  the  Conference 
asked  Mr.  Kruger,  "  Before  annexation 
had  British  subjects  complete  frewlom  of 
trade  throughout  the  'FransvaJil :  were 
they  on  the  same  footing  as  the  citizens 
of  the  Transvaal !"  To  which  Mr.  Kruger 
replied,  "They  were  on  the  same  footing 
as  the  burghers ;  there  wasnottheslighte»t 
difierence  in  accordance  with  the  Sand 
River  Convention.''  The  President  said, 
"  I  presume  you  will  not  object  to  that 
continuing ; "  to  M-hich  Mr.  Kruger 
replied,  "No,  there  will  Iw  e(]ual  pnj- 
tection  forevervlKMly."  Sir  Evelyn  Wood 
interpolated.  "  And  ei]nid  privilcfjes  '." 
When  -Mr.  Kruger  replietJ,  "  We  make  no 
difference  so  far  as  burgher  rights  are 
concerne<l.  There  may,  }>erhaps,  !>e  some 
slight  difierence  in  the  case  of  a  yinnig 
person  who  has  just  come  into  the 
country.''  Later  on  it  was  explained  that 
the  proper  translation  and  proper  meaning 
of  "  young  person  had  reference  Ui  the 
age  of  the  pcnton,  not  to  the  length  uf 
his  re^fidence  in  the  country.  [Hon. 
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Members  :  Oh,  oh  !]  Well,  1  quote  , 
Question  1037.  Dr.  Joriasen  said  in 
answer :  "  At  Ko.  244  the  question  was, 
'  Is  there  any  distinction  in  regard  to  the  , 
privileges  or  i-ights  of  Englishmen  in  the 
Transvaal? '"  and  Mr.  Kruger  answered, 
"Xo,  there  is  no  diflfei-encc,"  and  then  he 
added,  "  There  may  be  some  slight 
difference  in  the  case  of  a  young  person 
just  coming  into  the  country."  I  wish  to 
say  that  that  might  give  rise  to  a  wrong 
impression.  W^t  Mr.  Kruger  intended 
to  convey  was  this  :  According  to  our  la.w, 
a  new  comer  has  not  his  hurgher  rights 
immediately.  The  words  "young  person"  , 
do  not  refer  to  age,  but  to  the  time  of ' 
residence  in  the  Republic."  I  want  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
(act  that  my  hon.  and  learned  friend  the  ; 
Member  for  Haddingtonshire  in  the  last 
wssinn  of  Parliament  quoted  this  answer, 
liut  omittud  the  latter  part  of  it  referring  i 
to  the  exception  as  to  new-comem  I  i 
shouted  at  the  time  for  bira  to  read  on, 
I  am  afraid  rather  v  iolently,  because  at 
the  moment  I  thought  the  omission 
was  designed.  I  do  not  say  that  now, 
but  at  any  rate  it  seems  that  it  was  an 
important  omission.  The  whole  case 
depends  on  that  qualification.  Before  a 
single  word  of  complaint  was  uttered  as 
to  the  fi-ancbise  question,  all  the 
persona  who  had  come  into  the ; 
Transvaal  at  the  time  this  conversation 
Hmk  place  would  have  received  the  fran- 
chise under  the  then  existing  law.  The 
question  does  not  rest  there.  Hon. 
Members  will  observe  that  in  this  connec- 
tion two  matters  were  discussed,  namely, 
trading  rights  and  burgher  rights.  Sir 
Hercules  Robinson  made  reference  to 
trailing  rights,  anrl  the  assurance  was  ' 

f'ven  him  on  that  l>ehalf.    Then  Sir 
*elyn  AVood  went  on   to   ask  about 
political  rights.    My  point  is  that  the 
^uestioix  of  "  trading  rights  "  was  dealt 
with  in  the  Convention,  and  these  rights  ' 
were  given  and  accepted,  but  ".hat  the 
"  poIitic;d  rights  "'  were  rejected.     The  ■ 
mere  faet  that  political  rights  were  not 
introduced  into  the  Ck)niention  shows 
that  the  omission  of  political  rights  was 
intended.     There    have    l>een    broken  < 
promises,  but  the  pledge  1)reaker  does  not 
reside  in  Pretoria,  but  nearer  home.  We 
all  know  that  Dr.  Jameson  and  his  con- 
federates n  ere  taken  prisoners  in  accord-  ■ 
ance  with   the  fortunes  of    war.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  interceded  for  their 
lives  on  hearing  a  rumour  that  they  were  ' 


f)in^  to  be  shot.  He  telegraphed  to 
resident  Kruger  on  January  .3rd,  1896 — 

"  It  is  rumoui-ed  here  tliat  yoa  have  ordered 
priHonent  to  he  shot.  I  do  not  believe  it.  and 
rely  on  your  (^nerosity  in  the  hour  of  victory." 

President  Kruger  replied  that  they 
were  not  going  to  be  shot,  but  would 
l>e  dealt  with  according  to  law.  There- 
upon the  Colonial  Secretary  directed 
this  telegram  to  lie  sent.  (He  had  five  or 
six  days  before  written  to  the  Chartered  ■ 
Company  to  tell  them  that  one  of  their 
obligations  to  this  country  under  the 
London  Convention  was  to  respect  the 
internal  independence  of  the  Transvaal 
(Jovenunent.)  This  was  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  reply  to  President  Kruger  on 
5th  January— 

"  I  thank  your  Honour  for  your  iiiesMa}j;e, 
which  I  will  publisli  as  yon  de.sire.  The  presn 
have  not  given  credence  to  the  romonrs  about 
cruelty  to  the  prisoners  ;  and  for  iiiywlf  I  have 
always  felt  oonfi.ience  in  your  magnanimity. 
I  have  went  an  Iniiterial  officer  to  Ituluwayo  to 
see  that  niy  orders  are  obeyed,  and  to  prevent 
tiie  jiosKibility  of  any  fiutlier  raid  ;  and  your 
Honour  may  rewt  confident  tiiat  I  will  strictly 
uphold  all  the  obligations  of  the  London  Coil- 
vention  of  1884." 

Six  days  l»efore  that  promise  was  made 
be  publicly  acknowledged  that  one  of  the 
obligations  was  the  internal  independence 
of  the  Transvaal.  He  secured  the  lives  of 
the  prisoners  on  the  assurances  given  : 
but  the  history  told  by  the  different  books 
shows  that,  in  dispatch  after  dispatch,  the 
promise  made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
has  been  broken  ;  and  still  the  supporters 
of  the  Government  retain  a  Minister  in 
oflBce  who  has  departed  from  his  pledged 
word,  and  who  goes  alxiut  the  country 
denouncing  the  men  whose  clemency  he 
has  acknowledged,  and  urging  the  country 
to  go  to  war  with  them.  I  will  only  deal 
with  another  matter  in  connection  with 
the  cause  of  the  war.  T  will  tell  the 
House  what  was  the  real  cause  of  it.  It 
may  be  Hummed  up  in  (me  word,  "  Bluff, 
bluff '  '  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  the 
cotmtry  never  intended  to  go  to  war  on 
accoimt  of  these  gi-ievances.  We  were 
assured  by  the  Cape  press  that  we 
had  oidy  to  be  firm  in  our  attitude 
and  point  our  cannon  at  President 
Kruger  and  he  would  climb  down.  I 
am  afraid  I  cannot  acquit  the  Liberal 
party  from  some  share  of  blame  in  the 
action  we  took.  My  conscience,  at  any 
rate,  is  entirely  free  from  the  stain  of  a 
single  drop  of  the  blood  that  is  being  shed 
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in  South  Africa.  I  protested  last  year 
and  the  year  before  last,  in  season  and  out 
of  season  ;  ])ut  I  am  afraid  some  of  our 
Liberal  friends  did  not  do  as  much  as 
they  might.  They  wanted  to  give  the 
game  of  "  bluff "  a  chance  of  succeeding. 
We  were  denounced  as  encouraging  the 
Transvaal  in  its  resistance  ;  but  I  am  glad 
to  say  that  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
put  our  party  completely  right  on  the 
question  of  principle,  although  I  should 
have  been  gbul  if  it  had  been  followed 
up  more  vigorously.  Had  we  done 
so,  I  am  sure  there  would  never 
have  been  wai".  Not  only  were  we  told 
that  President  Kruger  would  give  way, 
but  that  these  Boers  were  ignorant 
farmers,  who  would  never  be  able  to 
hold  together  against  a  disciplined  army. 
We  were  told  that  after  a  month 
in  the  field  they  would  be  wanting 
to  go  back  to  their  farms  and  crops. 
Moreover,  we  were  told  that  they  had 
lost  all  their  skill  in  shooting  since 
game  had  disappeared ;  that  they  could 
not  maintain  themselves  in  the  field  be- 
cause they  had  no  commissariat  and  no 
transport  arrangements.  What  is  the 
result  1  They  have  a  transport  service 
which  has  surprised  the  world,  for 
instance,  in  their  use  of  siege  guns  as 
field  guns  that  nobody  ever  dreamt  of 
before.  It  is  one  of  the  complaints  made 
against  the  Government  by  their  own 
supporters  that  the  artillery  of  the  Trans- 
vaal  has  otttranged  our  guns.  But  all 
these  facts  wore  unknown  or  ignored,  in 
order  to  egg  the  countrj'  on  to  war.  The 
war  party  knew  perfectly  well  that  if  the 
people  of  England  and  the  .Mt-mbers  of 
this  House  were  acquainted  with  the  real 
state  of  things,  the  course  of  action 
entered  upon  by  the  Colonial  Secretary 
would  not  have  been  persisted  in.  The 
facts  were  kept  hidden.  Sir,  my  opinion 
is  that  the  war  fever  in  this  country  has 
simply  heen  worked  up.  Refet-ence  bos 
been  made  to  the  speech  of  the 
First  I<opd  of  the  Treasury  at 
Manchester,  where  he  said,  dealing  with 
the  question  of  inadequate  preparations 
and  the  charge  of  his  own  supporters, 
that  it  would  have  been  impossible  to 
get  this  House,  if  it  had  been  asked 
to  do  so  in  June  or  July  last,  to  sanction 
a  vote  for  the  purposes  of  the  war. 
He  omitted  to  state  the  real  reason.  I 
entirely  agree  with  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Ti'easuiy.  What  he  said  was  perfect^ 
tnu'.    He  also  said  that  it  M*as  most  dim- 


cult  to  project  themselves  back  six 
months,  and  to  the  state  of  feehng  that 
existed  then.  That  is  also  true ;  but  the 
real  reason  for  the  attitude  taken  up  by 
the  Grovemment  in  not  getting  the  House 
to  vote  for  war  in  Jujy  was  because  the 
House  would  at  that  time  have  recoiled 
with  horror  from  the  idea  of  waging  war 
on  account  of  the  dynamite  moDopoTy,  or 
on  acoounc  of  this  question  of  franchise. 
Nobody  would  have  dreamt  of  it.  There- 
fore, to  secure  the  vote  it  was  nec^sary 
to  work  up  the  war  feeling.  That  is  the 
secret  of  the  new  diplomacy  as  against  the 
old  diplomacy.  The  tliffei-ence  between 
the  two  is  that  under  the  old  diplomacy 
the  object  was  to  avert  war.  The  object 
of  the  new  diplomacy  is  to  ensure  war, 
and  in  order  to  do  that  it  was  neoes- 
saiy  to  excite  popular  feeling.  That  is 
the  reason  why  Sir  Alfred  Milner's  des- 
patch was  instantly  published.  And  so 
the  fmgry  feeling  spread  on  the 
instant.  That  underlies  the  explana- 
tion given  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  at  Manchester ;  and  Lord  Salis- 
bury said  practically  the  same  thing  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  when  attempting  to 
justify  this  new  diplomacy.  He  said  it  was 
necessary  in  order  to  carry  the  countrv 
with  them.  As  long  as  the  country 
remained  cool  and  calm,  the  disproportion 
between  issues  in  dispute,  and  sacrifices, 
and  horrors  of  war  could  be  kept  steadily 
in  view.  But  once  let  popuhur  resentment 
loose,  and  calm  reason  and  U'gument 
vanished.  I  have  only  one  other  ques- 
tion to  deal  with  in  the  points  raised  by 
this  debate.  There  was  a  taunting  laugh 
when  I  referred  to  President  Kruger 's 
statement  that  he  would  never  i?ivade 
our  territory  unless  we  invaded  his.  I 
say  that  he  has  not  broken  his  promise. 
It  is  idle  to  say  that  the  tdtimatum  wa» 
the  cause  of  the  war.  As  it  is  put  in  the 
excellent  words  of  Lord  Crewe :  *'  If  the 
ultimatum  made  war  inevitable,  who  made 
the  ultimatum  inevitable  ? "  What  was 
the  actual  fact  1  The  members  of  the 
Government  did  not  apparently  know,  for 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  misstated 
the  dates.  The  actual  fact  was  to  be  found 
here  i  The  normal  garrison  in  South 
Africa  was  10,000.  Between  June  and 
October  the  normal  ganison  sprang  from 
10,000  to  24,700  meu ;  and  it  was  in- 
creased with  a  view  of  enforcuig  our 
demands  upon  the  Transvaal.  Neverthe- 
less, President  Kruger  did  not  make  war. 
It  was  on  the  29th  September  last,  accord- 
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the  slaughter  of  hundreds  of  lives.  Two 
Anglesey  gentlemen,  living  within  a  few 
miles  of  my  house,  were  among  the 
officers  killed  in  the  disaster  of  Spion 
Kop.  I  say,  Sir,  that  it  is  maddening  to 
think  of  gallant  lives  being  thus  saori 
ficed,  and  this  horrible  war  being  waged, 
to  play  the  game  of  an  unscrupulous  and 
grwdy  gang  of  capitalists. 


iii^  to  the  speech  of  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  that  the  Government 
came  to  the  decision  to  send  an  armed 
force  to  South  Africa.  That  decision 
was  immediately  announced  in  the 
Government  organs.  The  newspapers  all 
stated  that  a  field  force  was  going  to  be 
sent  to  South  Africa,  and  that  Parliament 
was  going  to  be  called  together  in  order 
to  vote  Supplies.  Nevertheless,  even 
then  President  Kruger  did  not  send  an 
ultimatum.  He  was  asked  to  take  the 
assurances  of  certain  newspapers.'  He 
said — 

"  I  do  QOt  care  what  the  newspapers  s&y. 
1  look  to  the  actions  of  Her  Bfajesty's  Govern- 
ment." 

Then  on  the  7th  October  came  the  Royal 
Proclamation  calling  this  House  together 
to  vote  those  ten  nullions  in  order  to  send 
out  that  field  force.  On  the  9th  October, 
two  days  later,  we  sent  the  ultimatum. 
Now,  if  the  ultimatum  caused  the  war, 
then  the  Government  must  be  impaled  on 
the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  The  Govern- 
ment undertook  to  send  out  48,000 
troops  in  addition  to  those  sent  out 
ah*eady,  to  march  through  our  colonies  to 
the  frontier  of  the  Transvaal,  then,  having 
done  that,  our  ultimatum  was  to  be  sent 
to  President  Kruger  formulating  our 
demands.  Then,  if  President  Ki-uger 
declined  the  ultimatum,  would  we  order 
that  army  of  75,000  men  to  the  right 
About  and  ship  them  back  to  England 
without  fighting.  It  was  either  that  or 
we  meant  war.  I  venture  to  say  that 
there  is  not  a.  statesman  or  military  man 
in  the  world  who  would  not  say  that  after 
the  decision  to  send  out  the  Army  Corps 
the  Boers  had  only  two  alternatives  before 
them — either  complete  submission  or  war. 
No,  Sir,  this  is  what  I  have  all  along  re- 
garded as  an  unjust  and  iniquitous  war. 
It  is  a  war  waged  on  behalf  of  capti- 
taliiits,  and  the  most  unscrupulous  set  of 
capitalists  that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 
That  charge  has  not  been  met.  It  has 
been  evaded  in  the  most  puerile  fashion  by 
Lord  Salisbury.  He  said  that "  it  was  sug- 
gested they  ^the  Ministers)  wanted  to  put 
money  into  tneir  pockets."  We  do  not  sug- 
gest that.  What  we  do  suggest  is  that  they 
were  the  willing  dupes  of  the  people  in 
South  Africa  who  wanted  to  put  money 
into  their  own  pockets.  Not  only  did  the 
capitalists  make  war,  but  the  press  made 
war,  and  we  are  face  to  face  with  the  con- 
sequencee^  tiie  teirible  oonaeqoences,  in 

VOL.  LXXVIII.  [Fourth  Series.] 


Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  I  listened 
to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gentlenian  who 
has  just  sat  down,  and  I  fail  to  discover 
any  indication  in  his  speech  of  any-sound 
argument  against  the  policy  pursued  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government.  He  has 
found  fault  with  the  Government  for 
increasing  our  armaments,  and  yet  I  find 
that  he  himself  finds  fault  with  Her 
Majesty's  Government  for  not  taking 
proper  precautions  before  the  outbreak  ^ 
war  in  South  Africa.  There  is  this 
peculiarity  in  the  speech  oi  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  and 
in  the  speeches  of  other  Members  on  that 
side  of  the  House.  They  have  devoted 
nearly  all  their  speeches  to  vilifying  their 
own  country.  1  cannot  conceive  any 
accusation  brought  against  a  country 
more  unpatriotic  than  that  of  accusing 
one's  country  of  engaging  in  an  utterly 
unjust  war.  The  difference  between  the 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down 
and  the  right  hon.  Grentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  South  Aberdeen,  whom  we  listened 
to  to-night,  is  that  the  former  did  not  tedl 
us  howke  is  going  to  vote,  or  whether  he 
is  going  to  vote  at  all.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  MemberforSouth  Aberdeen 
gave  us  a  long  dissertation  to  prove  that 
this  country  is  absolutely  unjust  in  the 
war  now  proceeding  in  South  Africa,  and 
yet  he  concluded  by  saying  that  he 
intended  to  give  his  support  to  the 
Government  in  carrying  the  war  on. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  led  us  to 
believe  that  as  he  declared  this  to  be  an 
unjust  war  he  would  not  support  the 
Grovemment  in  carrying  it  on ;  but  the 
contrary  is  the  fact.  Sir,  the  speeches 
to-night  struck  me  as  showing  that  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite  are  utterly  out  of 
touch  with  the  country.  The  country 
does  not  care  a  jot  for  these  academic 
utterances.  I  could  understand  these 
speeches  and  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  South  Aber- 
deen if  they  had  been  made  last  session, 
but  I  cannot  conceiTe  a  man,  who  calls 

T  .        Fourth  Day^ 
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hinaelf  a  SHton,  making  such  speeches 
while  the  war  is  going  on. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
&) :  He's  a  Celt 

Colonel  SAUNBEESON:  I  will 
attend  to  you  before  I  am  done.  I  feel, 
air,  that  a  ^reat  responsibility  lies  upon 
this  House  in  regard  to  the  present  staee 
of  the  history  of  this  country.  I  do 
not  for  a  moment  believe  that  the 
country  is  in  danger;  I  do  not  think 
the  country  was  ever  stronger.  But  it  is 
a  grave  crisis — a  turning  point  in  the 
history  of  the  country,  and,  therefore,  a 
serious  one.  I  should  have  imagined 
that  before  putting  down  what  amounts 
to  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Government — a  serious  stap,  one 
which  is  unprecedented  in  the  history  of 
the  country — hon.  Gkntlemen  opposite 
would  have  considered  well  their  conduct  ; 
for  I  can  find  no  analogous  case,  when  a 
great  war  is  going  on,  where  Parliament 
has  endeavoured  to  bring  about  a  vote  of 
want  of  confidence  in  the  Government. 


Mr.  8WIFT  MacNEILL:  Chatham 
and  Fox. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  Certainly  j 
not  in  this  century.  } 

*Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Fox  is  in  ' 
this  century. 

CoiX)NEL  SAUNDERSON  :  They  must 
have  thought  of  the  seriousness  of  the 
step  when  they  put  that  vote  on  the 
Paper.  What  does  it  mean  1  It  means 
that,  if  adopted,  the  Amendment  will 
turn  out  Her  Majesty's  Government  who 
are  conducting  this  war,  and  those  gen- 
tlemen opposite  will  step  into  their  pli^es. 
I  have  been  a  Member  of  this  House  for 
the  last  thirty-five  years. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  On  the 
Lilwral  side. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  That  was 
liefore  the  Liberals  proposed  to  sell  their 
country.  During  the  course  of  these 
years  I  have  heara  man^  votes  of  want 
of   confidence  raised   m  this  House, 

Colonel  Samderson, 


but  I  never  remember  a  vote  of  want 
of  confidence  being  proposed  against 
any  Government,  and  supported  in  the 
way  pursued  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site. NoM-,  Sir,  the  issue  before  the 
House  is  of  the  simpl^t  possible  descrip- 
tion. There  is  a  great  task  before  the 
courtry  and  before  the  Government.  The 
Grovernment  are  carrying  out  that  task 
to  the  best  of  their  ability.  And  the 
Opposition  have  put  a  vote  on  the  Paper 
which,  if  carried,  will  turn  the  Govern- 
ment out.  The  House  of  Commons  is  in- 
vited to  cast  its  eye  upon  the  roll  of  gen- 
tlemen who  sit  on  that  side  of  the  table, 
and  those  who  sit  on  this  side  ;  and  it  is 
asked  to  decide  which  party  is  most  likely 
to  carry  out  the  task  successfully.  The 
peculiarity  of  the  situation  is  to  be  found 
in  hon.  Gentlemen  getting  up  on  that  side 
of  the  House  and  saying  that  they  intend 
to  support  the  Government,  while  at  the 
same  time  they  seem  to  desire  to  tuni 
them  out.  So  when  I  listened  to  the 
very  able  speech  of  the  hon.  G«n- 
tleman  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division,  who  spoke  last  night,  I  was 
astonished.  I  never  heard  more  patriotic 
sentiments  uttered  than  those  of  the 
hon.  Baronet.  He  said  it  was  a  perfectly 
just  war,  and  he  was  apparently  satisfied 
with  the  speech  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War.  He  said  it  had  relieved 
him  of  a  great  weight,  and  had 
satisfied  his  mind,  and  that  he  intended 
to  give  theGovemmentall  thesupportin  his 
power,  and  yet  he  said  that  he  was  going 
to  vote  against  them.  All  I  can  make 
out  is  that  the  hon.  Baronet  and  those 
with  him  look  upon  this  Amendment  as 
a  sort  of  tonic  administered  to  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  not  with  a  view 
of  turning  them  out,  but  by  way  of 
stimulating  them  to  huther  efforts  in  the 
discharge  of  their  task.  The  House  is 
asked  to  judge  between  the  Front  Oppo- 
sition bench  and  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment ;  and  I  imagine  that  the  House  will 
take  a  businesslike  view  of  the  situation, 
and  see  which  set  of  Gentlemen  u  likely 
to  see  the  thing  most  successftdly  through. 
Well,  observe  what  the  Government  hare 
done.  They  have  succeeded  in  doing 
what  no  other  Government  in  this  or  any 
other  country  have  ever  done  before.  In 
an  incredibly  short  space  of  time  they 
have  landed  1 60,000  men  in  South 
Africa.  More  than  that>  the  Govern- 
ment intend  to  carry  on  the  war  to  a 
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triumphant  concluaion.  The  question  is, 
woula  the  opposite  party,  if  they  came 
into  power,  carry  out  that  policy  1  Some 
of  them  look  upon  this  as  an  unjust  war ; 
but  I  ask  you  to  support  the  Gorernment 
who  are  most  likely  to  terminate  the 
struggle  w;ith  success.  If  the  Amendment 
is  carried  the  present  Government  will 
leave  the  Treasury  Bench ;  and  they  will 
be  replaced  by  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Then  these  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men who  formed  the  Goverament 
would  be  absolutely  dependent  for  the 
posiUon  they  occupied  on  the  Treasury 
Bench  on  the  votes  of  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite.  They  would  be  de- 
pendent on  the  votes  of  eighty  Irish 
Nationalists  who  sit  below  the  gangway, 
and  I  ask  you  how  you  could  trust  a 
Government  so  supported  to  carry  out 
the  task  1  I  think.  Sir,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  before  this  House,  by  displacing 
the  present  Government,  brini^  about  the 
iq^intment  of  such  a  set  of  gentlemen 
to  carry  on  the  business  of  the  coantry, 
to  bear  well  in  mind  the  results  that 
would  foUow^  the  administration  of  such  a 
Government.  Now,  a  very  distinguished 
Member  opposite — the  hon.  Member  for 
Waterford — who  I  am  glad  to  see  to-day 
-made  a  speech  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Irish  Nationalist  Members  on  Tuesday 
last,  which  I  ask  you  to  consider, 
because  it  directly  bears  on  the  position 
of  the  party  supported  by  the  hon. 
Member.  He  said, "  It  was  no  exaggera- 
tion to  say  that  now,  for  the  first  time 
since  the  Union,  the  power  of  England 
was  senously  menaced.  Her  prestige, 
which  had  protected  her  so  long,  was  at 
thin  moment  almost  shattered — \A.n  Hon. 
.Member  :  Lord  Kosebery  said  so.] — 
and  no  man  could  tell  what  might 
arise  out  of  such  a  situation." 
If  the  Gcovernment  were  changed  and  if 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  took  the 
places  of  the  present  occupants  of  the 
Treasury  bench,  they  would  practically 
be  atthe  mercy  of  eighty  Nationalist  votes. 
I  tJiink  the  House  ought  to  consider 
whether  a  Government  supported  in 
that  manner  would  be  tikely  to  be  a 
Government  that  would  carry  out  the 
will  of  the  nation — for  it  is  the  will  of  the 
nation — to  bring  this  war  to  its  proper 
conclusion.  Distinguished  Irishmen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  channel  have  also 
been  making  remarks  in  the  same  direc- 
tion. A  distinguished  man  in  Ireland 
made  the    following  statement.  [An 


HOK.  Member  :  Who  is  he  1]  The  Mayor 
of  Limerick.   He  said — 

"  The  British  Boldiers  are  falling  before  the 
Boers,  and  when  the  Boers  have  taken  the 
'  Ktuffing'  out  of  them,  then  the  men  of  Cork 
and  the  rest  of  Ireland  will  tend  ahand." 

When  the  "  stuffing "  was  taken  out  of 
the  British  soldiers,  then  the  courage  of 
the  Irish  nation  would  rise  to  the  proper 
point.  If  this  motion  were  carried  not 
only  would  the  British  soldiers  be  attacked 
in  front  by  the  Boers,  but  also  they  would 
be  liable  to  be  attacked  in  the  rear,  for 
the  Nationalists  never  attackedinthefront. 
[Several  Hon.  Members:  Withdraw, 
withdraw !] 

Mr.  T.  M,  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) : 
What  about  the  Tugela  T  Why  are  you 
not  at  the  front  with  the  Gavan  Militia  1 

I  *Mr.  speaker  :  I  hope  hon.  Members 
I  will  confine  their  interruptions  within 
I  [Bnper  limits. 

.  Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  May  I  ask  you. 
Sir,  on  a  point  of  order,  whether  the 
speeches  of  the  Mayor  of  lUinerick  are 
relevant  to  this  Vote  ? 

*.\lR.  SPEAKER :  As  I  understand,  the 
right  hon.  and  galhint  Gentleman  is  show- 
ing what  would  be  the  consequences  of 
carrying  a  vote  of  censure. 

Mr.  DILLON :  May  I  be  permitted  to 
point  out  that  the  ru;ht  hon.  Gentleman 
made  a  grossly  insmting  observation  to 

Irishmen  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not,  in  my  opinion,  exceed 
the  limits  of  Parliamentary  language  in 
what  he  said. 

Mr.  T.  B.  CURRAN  (Donegal,  N.) : 
He  said  that  Nationalists  were  cowards. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Why 
should  he  insult  Irishmen  t 

Mr.  T.  .\L  HEALY:  I  beg  to  say  that 
we  are  in  no  humour  to  stand  insults 
from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Why  don't  you  go  out 
and  fight  1 
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Mr.   T.   M.   HEALY:    How  many 
Orangeman  had  Buller  with  him  1    You  ! 
go  and  insult  Butler.     Where  is  the  • 
Cavan  Militia  1  ' 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Cider,  order!  1 1 
must  ask  hon.  Membera  to  abstain  from  i 
these  disorderly  interruptions. 

Mk.  T.  M.  HEALY :  We  will  be  in-  ! 
suited  by  no  one. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  You,  Sir,  \ 
ought  to  protect  us  from  being  insulted.  ' 
Why  should  we  be  insulted  here  ?  If  I  j 
had  said  anything  of  the  kind  I  would  | 
not  have  been  permitted.  ' 

Mr.  DILLON :  Go  out  and  fight  the  i 
Boers.  You  are  always  bragging  here  of  i 
what  you  will  do  agamst  us.  j 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) :  I 
May  I  ask  you,  Sir,  on  a  point  of  order,  | 
whether  an  expression  does  not  exceed  j 
the  limits  of  Parliamentary  usage  when  j 
it  is  to  the  effect  of  the  one  used  by  the  i 
right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  that  t 
Nationalists  never  attack  in  front  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Member  | 
asks  me  a  question  on  a  point  of  order,  ! 
and  his  supporters  raise  a  clamour  which  { 
prevents  me  from  answering.  I  think  | 
it  is  hardly  courteous  to  the  Chair.  | 
The  hon.  Member  asks  me  whether  such  ' 
an  expression  is  out  of  order. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  Whether  it 
exceeds  the  usages  of  Parliamentary 
debate. 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER:  That  is  the  same 
thing.  I  say  that  in  my  opinion  it  is  not 
out  of  order,  and  I  will  tell  the  House 
why.  If  the  observation  had  been  made 
in  a  sense  in  which  it  was  a  personal 
reflection  upon  Members  of  this  House 
or  upon  their  courage,  then  it  would  be 
out  of  order.  But  a  line  must  be  drawn 
in  considering  whether  a  matter  is  dis- 
orderly or  is  within  the  freedom  of  debate, 
and  I  am  quite  sure  that,  if  hon.  Mem- 
bers will  reflect,  they  wilt  admit  that 
they  have  often  used,  without  being 
interrupted,  language  with  reference 
to  the  English  peoide  which  is  as 
offen.sive  to  the  feelings  of  English- 
men. In  so  doing,  provided  they 
did  not  ni»kc  a  personal  attack  upon 


Members  of  this  House,  they  M-ere  in 
order.  It  may  be  a  question  of  taste  on 
one  side  or  the  other  whether  such 
language  should  be  used.  I  have  no 
control  over  that.  1  can  only  speak  on 
questions  of  ordn*,  and  to  the  best  of  my 
ability  I  decide  them  wi^  pwfect  im- 
partiality fnHn  whichever  side  of  the 
House  tbey  may  come.  I  am  doing  so 
in  the  present  instance,  and  I  hope  hon. 
Members  will  give  me  credit  for  doing 
so,  and  will  pay  some  attenti<»i  to  my 
ruling. 

SevBRAL  Hon.  Mkmbeks  :  Withdraw 
withdraw  ! 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON:  I  will 
withdraw.  When  the  expression  escaped 
my  lips  I  did  not  mean  to  insult  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  I  am  an  Irishman 
myself,  and  I  am  as  proud  as  they  are  of 
Irish  valour,  and  when  I  used  the  expres- 
sion I  was  simply  thinking  of  historical 
records  in  Ireland,  which  I  thought  jus- 
tified me  in  saying  what  I  did.  .1  wish  to 
withdraw  it. 

Mr.  DILLON:  That  is  making  the 
observation  twice  as  bad,  W'itfadraw  it 
like  a  gentleman. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  This 
will  be  nice  reading  at  Pretoria  far 
Kruger. 

Mr.  DILLON  :  Three  times  as  many  of 
our  men  have  been  killed  at  the  fi*ont  as 
of  Englishmen.  It  is  an  insulting  obser- 
vation. It  is  a  most  cowardly  and  insult- 
ing observation. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
hardly  going  the  right  way,  it  seems  to 
me,  to  obtain  anything  like  an  emression 
of  regret  from  the  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  opposite  when  ho  charges  him 
with  being  cowardly. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Why 
don't  you  ask  him  to  withdraw  ? 

An  Hon.  Member  :  Name,  name  : 

Mr.  DILIX>N  :  Mr.  Speaker,  we  are 
Irish  Nationalists,  and  when  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  used  the  expression  be 
used,  we  were  justiiied  in  applying  it  to 
ourselves,  and  we  did  apply  it  to  our- 
selves, and  we  regard  it  as  a  gross  refiec- 
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tion  upon  every  Member  who  sits  upon 
these  benches.  And  when  (he  right  hon. 
Gentleman  stood  up  to  make  some  sort  of 
apology  6t  withdrawal,  what  is  the 
explanation  he  offered  us  ?  Why,  that 
he  had  in  mind  the  records  of  our  race 
and  that  he  based  his  reflections  upon 
thoee  records.  I  say  nothing  could  be 
more  insulting. 

Several  Hok.  Members  :  Withdraw, 
withdraw ' 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK  :  May  I  venture, 
very  respectfully,  if  I  am  not  out  of 
order,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  appeal  to  both 
sitles  of  the  House,  to  my  right  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  as  welt  as  to  Gentlemen 
opposite,  to  allow  a  controversy  to  drop 
as  to  an  observation  which  really  was  not 
intended  to  be  offensive. 

Mr.  p.  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny):  Let 
him  speak  for  himself. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Send  him 
to  the  House  of  Peers;  we  have  had 
enough  of  him. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  KEDMOND:  The 
Leader  of  the  House  is  a  gentleman, 
and  would  not  use  such  language. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  Oh,  yes, 
he  is  a  gentleman. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  I  have  been, 
in  my  time,  severely  attacked  myself  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  We  never 
insulted  you. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUK:  I  have  said 
hanl  things  of  them  — — 

Mr.  DILLON  :  You  never  called  us 
cowards. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  And  I  am  glad 
to  think  it  has  not  interfered  with  our 
good  relations.  My  right  hon.  and  gallant 
mend  has  explained  that  he  did  not 
intend  anything  offensive  to  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  and,  therefore,  not  in  the 
interests  of  my  right  hon.  and  gallant 
friend  or  of  any  section  of  the  House, 
but  in  the  general  interest,  I  appeal  to 
hon.  Members  to  allow  the  incident  to 
end. 


*Ur.  SPEAKER:  I  am  sure  that  when 
the  right  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  is 
told  that  what  he  said  is  understood  by 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  to 
apply  to  them  personally  he  will  with- 
draw it. 

Corx)NEL  SAUNDERSON :  Certainly, 
Sir ;  I  withdraw  the  observation. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  ho^ 
the  Irish  soldiers  in  South  Africa  wilt 
read  what  you  said  of  them. 

Corx)NEL  SAXTNDEKSON:  I  would 
only  point  out  to  the  House  that  a 
Government  supported  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  not  be  likely  to  carry  on 
the  war  at  present  being  waged  or  any 
other  affair  connected  with  the  welfare  of 
the  Empire  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  and 
therefore  I  say  that  when  the  House  of 
Commons  decides  what  set  of  men  shall 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  country  they 
will  decide  by  an  overwhelming  majority 
upon  the  present  Government  as  prefer- 
able to  a  Government  which  would  have 
to  depend  for  support  on  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite.  Now  I  ask  myself  the  question 
what  object  right  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site have  in  putting  this  motion  on  the 
Paper  1  They  say  they  do  not  want  to 
weaken  the  Government ;  then  why  wasthe 
motion  put  on  thePaper?  Thespeechof  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division  could  have  been  made  on  the  main 
question,  and  £  cannot  conceive  how  a  man 
like  the  hon.  Baronet  can  bring  himself 
to  vote  for  this  Amendment  after  having 
made  the  speech  he  did  last  night.  That 
is  beyond  my  comprehension.  Now  we 
come  to  the  question  of  the  justice  of 
this  war.  I  believe  the  British  people 
desire  to  be  perfectly  clear  in  their  con- 
science as  to  its  justice.  I  am  not  misinter- 
preting the  opinion  of  hon.  Grentlemen  on 
this  side  of  the  House  when  I  say  that 
i  never  in  the  history  of  this  country  has  a 
I  more  just  and  honourable  war  twen  en- 
gaged in.  What  is  it  that  has  brought 
on  this  warl  And  now  I  may  say 
that  I  do  not  hdd  Her  Majesty's  Gov- 
ernment as  oltogetiier  blamelesa  What 
I  blame  the  Government  and  the  pre- 
ceding Government  foi-  is  that  they 
allowed  the  Transvaal  to  increase  its 
armaments  without  any  sufficient  protest. 
We  know  on  high  authority  that  the  re- 
sponsibility has  been  cast  on  the  franiers 
of  the  treaties  of  1881  and  1884,  but  you 
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cannot  ahufSe  off  responsibility  in  that 
way.  That  is  exactly  the  way  we  were 
treated — perhaps  that  is  why  I  dislike  it 
BO  much — when  we  tried  to  effect  some 
idteration  in  the  Land  Bill.  We  were 
told  that  it  was  our  duty  to  carry  it  to 
its  logical  conclusion,  but  that  was  not 
an  argument  that  went  home  to  the 
minds  of  the  Irish  landlords.  Now  we 
are  told  that  the  responsibility  rests  with 
the  framers  of  the  ti-eaties  of  1881  and 
1 884,  because  in  those  treaties  no 
mention  was  made  of  armaments  in  the 
Transvaal.  I  do  not  think  that  that  is  an 
argument  which  justifies  tbe  action  of 
this  Government  or  the  Groverranent 
which  preceded  it.  I  believe  the  duty  of 
a  Qovemment,  if  they  find  that  a  mis- 
take had  been  made  by  their  predecessors,, 
is  to  remedy  it.  Everybody  knew  that 
these  armaments  were  being  collected. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  tells  us 
that  the  Grovernment  were  hampered  in 
their  action  by  the  raid,  but  a  really  big 
man  is  never  mterfered  with  in  doing 
what  he  thinks  is  right  by  considerations 
of  that  kind.  The  raid  was  universally 
condemned  in  this  House  and  in  the 
country,  and  I  never  heard  or  read  of 
one  word  having  been  said  or  written 
which  would  lead  to  the  idea  that  the 
raid  was  not  absolutely  condemned. 
It  was  condemned  by  the  British  people, 
but  President  Kruger,  who  is  an  ex- 
tremely wise  man,  made  use  of  it  to 
multiply  the  armaments  of  the  Transvaal. 
How  did  he  do  it  1  It  is  a  favourite 
statement  on  the  other  side  of  the  House 
that  this  war  was  caused  by  the  gold 
interest  in  South  Africa.  It  is  perfectly 
true  that  gold  brought  the  war  about — 
and  in  this  way.  Had  gold  not  been  dis- 
covered in  South  Africa  the  Boers  would 
not  have  been  able  to  arm  themselves ; 
but  when  this  immense  gold  field  was  dis- 
covered, to  what  use  did  the  Boers  put 
it  %  Two  uses.  First  of  all  they  feathered 
their  own  nes&^,  and  in  the  second  place 
they  turned  the  Transvaal  into  the 
greatest  military  power  in  South  Africa. 
Anyone  who  has  carefully  followed  the 
history  of  our  dealings  witii  the  Trans- 
vaal during  the  last  few  ^ears  must 
deeply  regret  that  when  millions  were 
being  spent  on  Creusot  guns  and  ammuni- 
tion of  all  kinds  we  had  not  a  Govern- 
ment with  the  courage  to  say  :  '*  These 
armaments  must  cease."  That  is  really 
the  cause  of  the  present  war.  It  has  not 
been  brought  about  by  the  malice  or 
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ingenuity  of  the  British  Government.  I 
do  not  believe  any  man  in  Great  Britain 
or  in  the  Empire  covets  an  acre  of  the 
Transvaal.  It  is  said  we  want  the  gold 
fields,  but  what  use  would  the  gold  fields 
be  to  the  British  people  1  Itow  would 
any  particle  of  the  gold  find  its  way 
into  the  pocket  of  the  British  taxpayer  1 
Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  are  quite  shrewd 
enough  to  know  that  a  great  deal  of  the 
gold  interest  in  South  iurica  belongs  to 
foreign  countries.  I  lielieve  that  there  are 
thirty  millions  of  French  money  and  forty 
millions  of  Geiman  money  invested  in  the 
Kand,  and  I  cannot  imagine  how  h<»L 
Gentlemen  can  use  an  argument  of  such 
a  clap-trap  description  mien  they  state 
that  we  are  ea^r  to  get  the  goMfields. 
That  certtunly  is  not  an  argument  that 
will  appeal  to  the  British  people.  I  only 
wish  the  Government  had  followed  the 
example  of  President  Kruger.  It  will  be 
in  the  recollection  of  the  House,  because 
it  happened  only  a  very  few  years  ago, 
that  President  Kniger  asked  for  an 
explanation  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment r^arding  some  small  increase  in 
our  armaments  in  South  Africa,  and 
the  Government  responded.  I  deeply 
regret  that  the  Grovemmentdid  not  follow 
the  wise  example  of  President  Kruger, 
and  demand  an  explanation  as  to  why  the 
Transvaal  armaments  were  being  in- 
creased, and  use  all  the  power  of  the 
British  Empire  to  put  a  stop  to  them, 
because  they  could  only  end  in  war. 
When  1  visited  the  Transvaal  I  made  all 
the  inquiries  I  could  regarding  its  arma- 
ments, and  it  appears  that  our  Govern- 
ment were  perfectly  well  aware  of  them. 
What  were  these  furmaments  for  ?  Were 
they  for  the  purpose  of  repelling  another 
iraid  by  three  or  four  hundred  Rhodesian 
policemen  1  AVhy,  Sir,  it  was  patent  to  the 
world  that  these  armaments,  paid  for  by 
the  gold  of  the  Uitlanders,  were  directed 
against  the  British  Empire.  When  I  was 
in  South  Africa  I  did  not  take  very  long 
to  find  out  that  war  was  inevitable.  1 
found  the  Transvaal  armed  to  the  teeth, 
and  its  armaments  could  only  have  been 
collected  in  contemplation  of  war  with 
this  country.  I  foutid  further  that  there 
was  an  oi^janisation — though  it  may  not 
be  called  a  conspiracy — n-ith  its  head- 
quarters in  Pretoria,  and  its  agents  all 
over  Gape  Colony  paid  by  the  Transvaal 
That  was  the  Afrikander  Bond,  which 
had  for  its  object  the  establishment  of  a 
Dutch  nation  throughout  South  Africa. 
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That  tannoi  be  denied.  The  Bond  ob- 
taiiitid  money  from  the  Transvaal  and  that 
money  was  used  to  return  members  to  the 
Cape  Legislature.  Every  British  man  in 
South  Africa,  in  common  vrith  many 
Nationalist  Irishmen  in  that  country, 
who  are  as  loyal  to  the  Empire  as  my- 
self, and  who  I  am  glad  to  see  have 
condemned  the  action  of  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite,  know  that  these  efforts  on  the 
part  oi  the  T'raiisvaal  and  the  arming  of 
the  Free  State  and  the  Dutch  in  our  own 
colony  could  have  only  one  object — to 
drive  the  British  out  of  South  Africa. 
We  had  only  two  alternatives — either  to 
force  the  supremacy  of  tbe  Crown  to  be 
admitted  or  to  scuttle  out  of  the  country. 
It  is  said  that  we  have  gone  to  war  on 
behalf  of  the  Uitlanders.  I  do  not  believe 
it.  The  treatment  of  the  Uitlanders 
was  unbearable.  We  created  the  Dutch 
Republic,  and  the  Uitlanders  had 
as  much  right  to  be  in  the  country  as  the 
Boers  themselves,  and  to  be  treated  on  an 
equality  with  other  white  men,  but  when 
tbey  were  treated  as  helots,  subject  to 
taxation  mthout  representation,  then  the 
Government,  if  the  supremacy  of  the 
Crown  meant  anything  had  a  right  to 
interfere.  The  Uitlanders'  grievances 
were  the  pivot  round  which  the 
supremacy  of  the  Crown  in  South  Africa 
turned,  and  accordingly  the  Government 
detemuned  to  enforce  the  supremacy  of 
the  Crown,  and  in  doing  that  they  are 
hacked  by  the  British  people.  It  appears 
to  me  that  some  hon.  Gentlemen  in  this 
House  are  out  of  touch  with  the 
British  people  in  this  matter.  Two 
nights  ago  after  having  listened  to 
speeches  from  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House  which  tried  to  show  that  the 
British  people  were  engaged  in  an  unjust 
war,  I  went  to  a  London  i-ailway  station 
aitd  there  I  saw  a  train  full  of  young 
Yeomen  who  had  left  their  occupations, 
and  were  going  to  Liverpool  to  embark 
for  South  Africa.  There  was  a  crowd  on 
the  platform  cheering  them,  and  I  com- 
pared what  I  witnessed  with  what  I  had 
heard  in  this  House. 

Mr.  WILUAM  KEDMOND:  Why 
do  yon  not  go  out  yourself  1 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  The  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  me  why  I  do  not  go  out 
myself.  Unfortunately  I  am  suffering 
from  an  incurable  disease — Anno  Domini 
— and  I  am  afraid  that  after  a  man  has 


passed  the  age  of  sixty  he  is  not  allowed 
to  volunteer. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  How  old  is 
Koberts  'I 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON:  Oh!  if 
Her  Majesty  would  make  me  a  fi«ld- 
marshal,  possibly  I  might  go ;  but  I  am 
afraid  that  as  a  Volunteer  my  age  is  a 
barrier.  The  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare 
professes  great  admiration  for  the  Boers 
as  well  as  a  considerable  dislike  for  the 
British  Empire.  He  is  at  present  in  the 
flower  of  his  age.  Why  does  he  not  go 
out  to  the  Transvaal  1 

Mr.  WIIXIAM  REDMOND  :  I  would 
go  to  the  Transvaal  with  pleasure,  only  I 
feel  that  I  can  serve  tbe  cause  of  the 
Boers  and  liberty  a  great  deal  better  here 
in  this  House. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  After  that 
remark,  I  think  the  House  will  see  it 
would  not  be  very  safe  to  have  a  Govern- 
ment dependent  on  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site, but  I  think  I  can  promise  the  hon. 
Gentleman  and  any  hon.  Member  opposite 
not  debarred  by  age,  t^rat  if  they  hare 
any  inclination  to  go  to  the  Transvaal, 
the  Government  will  not  offer  any  oppo 
sition  whatever  to  their  going.  They  will 
get  every  facility  for  going,  however  it 
may  be  as  regards'  their  coming  back. 
We  are  about  to  decide  whether  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  more  likely  to 
carry  this  war  to  a  successful  termination 
than  a  Government  dependent  on  the 
assistance  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  I 
should  not  like  to  insult  the  House  of 
Commons  by  imagining  that  it  would 
decide  in  any  other  way  than  by  rejecting 
the  Amendment.  It  is  said  that  this  war, 
even  if  carried  to  a  successful  termina- 
tion, %vill  be  disastrous  to  South  Africa, 
and  will  leave  in  the  minds  of  the  Dutch 
a  feeling  of  racial  hatred  which  time  will 
not  obhterate.  I  do  not  believe  it.  I 
believe  the  Dutch  in  South  Africa  made 
two  mistakes.  They  adopted  two  false 
standards  :  they  measured  the  pluck 
and  endurance  of  the  British  soldier 
by  the  Majuba  standard,  and  they 
measured  the  determination  of  the 
Government  of  this  country  and  of 
the  British  people  by  the  Gladstone 
standard.  They  have  found  that  both 
these  standards  were  fallacious.  However 
this  war  may  end,  the  Boer  soldier  and 
the  British  soldier  —  whether  he  be 
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Irish,  English,  or  Scotch — have  learned  to 
respect  each  other's  valour.  Neither  side 
will  be  able  to  pour  contempt  on  the 
other.  No  man  admires  the  courage  and 
war  genius  of  the  Boers  more  than  I  do, 
and  the  Boers  themselves  will  admit  that 
they  never  met  a  more  courageous 
antagonist  than  the  British  soldier.  I 
look  with  confidence  to  the  time  when, 
after  the  war  is  over,  Briton  and  Boer, 
thus  respecting  each  other,  will  live  in 
peace  together  in  South  Africa,  and 
when  the  Boers  ^vill  realise,  as  other 
nationalities  have  realised,  that  under 
the  British  flag  they  are  sure  to  enjoy 
what  other  people  living  under  that  flag 
enjoy — ^both  freedom  and  liberty. 

*Mr.  BIRRELL  (Fife,  W.) :  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  concluded 
the  most  repulsive  speech  which  I,  at  all 
events,  have  ever  heard  in  this  House 
b()gan  by  calling  down  the  vials  of  his 
wrath  upon  my  right  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Aberdeen  for  vilifying 
his  country,  but  he  had  not  been  speaking 
many  minutes  before  a  scene  arose  pain- 
ful to  witness,  and  at  a  time  like  this  dis- 
graceful to  contemplate.  Whose  fault 
was  that  %  What  are  we  to  say  of  the 
good  feeling  and  patriotism  of  the  man 
who,  at  a  time  like  this,  knowing  well  the 
inflammable  material  of  which  lie  himself 
is  composed,  and  with  which  ho  has  to 
deal,  deliberately  goes  out  of  his  way 
to  pour  insults  upon  his  countrymen? 
For  my  part  I  rise  with  considerable  re- 
luctance to  take  i»rt  in  this  debate, 
which  in  my  judgment  is  already  too  pro- 
tracted. But  I  ask  myself  why  it  has 
been  so  protracted.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  rank  and  file  of  the  House  ought  to 
bear  the  blame  for  that.  It  is  due  to  the 
vanity  and  conceit  of  the  members  of  the 
front  benches,  who  cannot  make  up  their 
minds  when  they  are  to  speak,  who 
nourish  the  delusion  that  Her  Majesty 
called  this  House  together  to  hear  them 
talk,  and  who  positively  regard  every 
Parliamentary  day  as  epicures  look  upon 
a  joint  which  has  only  two  or  three  prime 
cutfl,  and  unless  they  can  have  one 
of  these  they  will  not  speak  at  all. 
The  other  hoiu:>s  of  the  day  they  treat  as 
ofial,  on  which  the  rank  and  file  may 
please  themselves  by  spending  their  time 
until  the  moment  arrives  for  another 
prime  cut  off  the  joint.  This  course  is 
making  our  debates  both  uninteresting 
and  depressing.  I  can  see  no  reason  why 
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the  Colonial  Secretary  should  not  have 
spoken  to-night  or  last  night,  and  I  do 
not  know  why  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  West  Monmouth  conceals 
himself  in  this  debate  until  the  hour  has 
arrived  for  the  delivery  of  8omemar%'ellous 
oration.  I  should  like  to  see  the  leaders 
listening  to  the  debates,  and  actively  coa- 
tributing  to  bring  them  to  a  proper 
conclusion.  Then  debate  would  be 
conducted  as  it  ought  to  be  con- 
ducted in  the  interests  of  the  House 
and  the  country.  However,  these 
great  men  have  not  yet  polished  their 
tu  qmque,  and  we  must  lie  content  to 
occupy  time  until  they  are  ready,  and  I 
do  not  know  that  I  have  not  as  much 
ri^ht  to  occupy  this  time — to  feed  upon 
this  offal — as  anyone  else.  I  must 
say,,  however,  that  to  a  private  Member 
like  myself,  guiltless  of  my  country's  blood, 
and  anxious  only  for  the  well-being  and 
well-doing  of  my  country,  in  whose  fitture 
fortunes  some  at  all  events  of  the  b^st 
hopes  of  humanity  are,  in  my  opinion,  in- 
volved and  bound  up^  the  course  of  this 
debate  has  been  somewhat  depressing.  I 
know,  of  course,  we  have  no  right  to 
expect^-certainly  we  have  no  power 
to  insist — that  the  best  interests  of  the 
country  shall  at  all  times  be  served  in  the 
Council  Chamber  by  statesmen  of  wisdom 
and  foresight,  and  richly  endowed  with 
that  political  imagination  without  which 
there  can  be  no  wisdom  or  foresight.  Nor 
can  we  expect  that  our  generals  shall 
always  exhibit  military  skul  in  the  field. 
Hie  only  working  definition  of  a  states- 
I  have  oeen  able  to  de\ise  is  a 
with  a  salary.  And,  as 
soldiers,  unfortunately  there 
be  nothing  in  our  military 
training  to  enable 
like  Lord  Wolseley 
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to  select  those  generals  likely  to 
exhibit  in  the  field  the  highest  quali- 
ties (rf  military  skill.  We  must  take  what 
we  can  get,  and  if  our  generals  do  not  run 
away,  and  if  our  salaried  politicians  do 
not  take  bribes,  that  is  all  we  can  expect. 
Nevertheless,  it  was  somewhat  depressing 
to  be  told  by  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  in  his  speech — on  wliich  1  would 
gladly  lavish  praise  if  praise  of  mine  were 
worth  having,  or  if  he  cared  to  be  praised 
in  a  crisis  like  this,  for  mere  oratorical 
skill — of  what  he  honestly  called  the 
disastrous  events  in  South  Africa.  Our 
great  army,  which  was  to  advance  in 
triumph  to  Pretoria,  is  now  cut  up  into 
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threo  hopeless  and  helpless  sections ;  a  i 
lai^  body  of  men  are  shut  up  in  a  place  , 
which,  from  a  military  point  of  view,  ; 
is   not    worth    the    life    of    a   single  > 
mule ;   and  thousands  of    our   soldiers  | 
are    now  living   in  the  capital  of   the ' 
foe,  fed  by  the  bounty — the  generous  j 
bounty — of  the  enemy.    I  should  like  to 
l»e  toM  that  these  disastrous  events  were 
duo  to  some  attributable  cause.  But 
they  were  not.    There  was  no  lack  of 
aDytbing.    The  Intelligence  Department  < 
told  the  Government  everything ;  there 
was  no  lack  of  money — ^the  Treasury  gave  i 
all  it  was  asked  for  ;  there  was  no  lack  of  \ 
men,  aye,  there  was  no  lack  of  anything  ! 
—except  brains.    That  is  in  itself  some-  i 
what  depressing,  and  we  naturally  cannot 
but  criticise  those  whose  hard  luck  it  is 
to  accept  the  whole  responsibility  for  this 
matter — and  a  grave  and  serious  matter 
it  is.    I  am  not  blaming  Her  Majesty's  i 
Ministers,  but  the  whole  history  of  our 
connection  with  South  Africa  is  one  long  , 
commentary,  often  v>  ritten  in  blood,  upon  ' 
the  melancholy  saying,  "  With  how  little 
wisdom  the  world  is  governed."   I  quite 
u;ree  with  one  criticism  passed  by  the  , 
Krst  Lord  of  the  Treasury  on  the  word-  j 
ins  of  this  Amendment.    He  asked  why 
only  from   1895.    If   you  •  want  even- 
handed  justice  you  must  devise  a  resolu- 
tion  which   will   condemn   the  lack  of 
political  imagination  of  'every  Colonial 
•Secretary  who  has  held  the  seals  of  cilice 
during  the  present  centui-y.    But  what  is 
it  we  find  fault  with  to-day  {  Why  the 
man  and  even  the  boy  in  the  street  know  it. 
What  is  the  offence  urged  against  the  Go- 
vernment %  It  is  twofold.    There  was  the 
delusion  that  President  Kruger  would  not 
fight,    and  the  neglect   to  give  proper 
protection  to  our  Colony  of  Natal.  Why 
were  Ministers  persuaded  that  President 
Kruger  would  not  fight  1  W^ho  told  them 
that  tie  '     Who  disseminated  thac  dis- 
honouring suspicion  1    I  have  no  doubt — 
though  I  cannot  prove  it — that  it  could 
be  traced  to  the  fons  et  origo  mali  in  this 
case — Mr.  Rhodes.  He  has  said  over  and 
over  again  that  the  bravery  of  the  Boers 
was  an  unpricked  bubble,  and  that  they 
would  not  fight.    Mr.  Rhodes  is  the  very 
last  man  whose  opinion  I  would  take  on 
any  subject  involving  the  nobler  aspects 
of  humanity.    He  has  so  long  worshipped 
the  power  of  money — I  will  not  say  money 
for  personal  purposes — that  he  firmly 
believes  every  man  has  his  price,  and  that 
he  can  have  a  cash  deal  with  any  man. 
He  thinks  no  more  of  buying  a  news- 
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paper — editor;  staff,  and  all— than  a 
schoolboy  thinks  of  buying  an  orange. 
This  was  not  the  man  whose  opinion  was 
worth  listening  to  for  a  moment,  iis  to 
whether  these  burghers  wouhi  or  would 
not  fight.  Why  should  they  not  fight  ? 
We  are  told  that  their  Government  waa 
oligarchy.  Great  heavens !  men  do 
not  fight  for  governments.  Do  you 
suppose  that  the  brave  men  who  have 
fallen  in  the  service  of  the  Crown  in 
South  Africa  died  with  the  name  of 
"  Chamberlain  "  on  their  lipsi  The  very 
thought  is  impious.  Do  you  suppose  the 
Boers  who  have  died  laid  down  their  lives 
for  the  dynamite  monopoly?  As  for  the 
Boer  Government  being  an  oligarchy,  I 
wonder  when  did  an  oligarchy  become  so 
distasteful  to  the  great  Tory  party. 
When  was  our  great  Empire  founded  t 
It  was  founded  in  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury, and  the  Government  of  that  time 
Mras  an  oh'garchy,  and  when  I  add  that  it 
WHS  a  Whig  oligarchy  there  is  no  difficulty 
in  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  as 
corrupt  as  Satan.  Nevertheless,  our 
soldiers  died  and  cemented  with  their 
blood  that  Empire  which  they  founded 
and  we  talk  about.  There  was  no  reason 
why  the  Boers  should  not  fight  for  what 
they  lielieved  to  be  their  independence. 
I  do  not  ^believe  there  is  a  man  in  this 
House— and  all  men  are  willing  to  be  fair 
to  an  enemy — who  does  not  believe  that 
President  Kruger  and  bis  burghera  had 
grave  ground  for  the  suspicion — if 
not  for  the  beliiaf — that  there  were  in 
South  Africa  powerful,  influential, 
wealthy  and  unscrapulous  men,  who  were 
aided,  supported  and  sympathised  with 
by  powerful  and  wealthy  men  in  this 
country,  who  would  never  be  content  until 
these  two  Republics  which  stood  between 
them  and  their  dreams— I  do  not  say  dis- 

fracefu!  dreams  at  all — were  swept  away, 
resident  Kruger  and  his  burghers  had 
grounds  for  that  suspicion,  and  therefore 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  in  their  own 
opinion  they  are  fighting  for  their 
independence.  Whether  these  men  are 
heroes  or  not  is  a  question  I  will  not  dis- 
cuss, but  history  is  full  of  examples  in 
which  such  men  were  always  supposed 
to  be  heroes.  It  was  therefore  as 
natural  and  reasonable  a  thing  for  any 
rational  man  to  imagine  that  the  Boers 
would  fight  as  anything  else  that  was 
likely  to  happen  in  the  area  of  political 
conflict.  I  think  it  is  a  wise  and  patriotic 
thing  to  pnt  ourselves  as  far  as  we  can 
in  our  enemy's  place  and  give  him  as  much 
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credit  as  we  (ai'  for  generosity.  We 
should  hold  the  lialaiice  evenly,  even 
when  our  own  country  is  in  the  scale. 
But  1  confess  thut  if  I  thought-  as  some 
hon.  Meiiiliei's  not  foiifined  to  one  side 
of  the  House  tliink  that  Her  Majesty's 
Ministers  had  goade<l  and  provoked 
President  Kruger  into  thin  war  and  had 
maile  themselvea  the  puppets  of 
M  r.  Rhodes  and  his  hulls  and 
hears,  I  should  not  he  content  myself 
with  voting  foi-  this  insignificant 
Amendment.  I  should  think  it  my  duty 
to  use  e\'eiy  energy  1  could  command, 
every  force  I  |Mi3sossed,  to  stop  this  war 
at  once.  J  wonhl  do  my  utmost  t»j  have 
ti  pixtper  message  sent  to  the  presidents 
of  the  two  Republics  saying  that  if 
they  withdrew  their  troops  from  the 
Queen's  dominions  we  would  pay  the 
M'bole  expenses  of  such  an  unjust  war. 
But  thank  God  I  do  not  believe  anything 
of  the  kind.  I  am  persuaded  that,  what- 
ever the  faults,  shortcomings,  and  lack  of 
politicjil  inijigination,  and  of  all  the  other 
great  qualities — with  which,  of  course, 
everyone  else  is  endowed  —  of  Lonl 
Salisbury's  Cabinet,  it  was  a  Cabinet  of 
peace.  I  believe  it  wanted  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  although  I  do  not 
blame  President  Kruger  for  entertaining 
a  contrary  opinion,  I  cannot  give  over 
my  country  because  another  man  had 
some  justification  for  making  a  mistake. 
President  Kruger  could  if  ho  liked  have 
had  peace  with  that  independence 
guaranteed  to  him  under  the  Convention. 
If  he  were  a  genuine  lover  of  peace,  if  he 
were  studious!}'  anxious  to  do  as  much 
justice  to  persons  carrying  on  industries 
within  his  dominions  as  he  ought  to  have 
been,  whether  we  hml  a  light  to  interfere 
or  not,  lie  couhl  have  appealed  over  the 
head  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  over  the  head  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  even  over  the 
head  of  fjord  Salisbury,  if  it  were 
necessary,  which  it  was  not,  to 
the  British  people,  who,  whatever 
their  faidts  —  and  they  have  great 
and  even  hideous  faults  if  you  Hke 
—are  a  generous  people,  who  had  no 
ilesire  to  make  war  on  a  small  republic 
which  they  believed  at  that  time  was  not 
so  well  equipped  to  meet  them  as  it  has 
since  proved  itself  to  be.  Had  he  done 
this,  war  by  us  upon  him  would  have  been 
impossible,  and  war  by  him  upon  us  un- 
necessary. I  do  not  believe  that  anyone 
has  any  other  feeling  than  one  of  horror 
when  thoy  read  of  the  deaths  of  the 
Ifoei's  ;  after  wo  have  shed  our  tears  over 

Mr.  BirreU. 


•  our  own  killed  and  wounded,  I  do  not 
think  anyone  can  read  of  the  sacrifice  of  life 
among  these  brave  men  without  shedding 
I  tears  of  liitter  vexation.    This  war  was 
I  not,  however,  desired  by  the  Government 
I  or  the  people  of  this  country,  and  I  think 
I  also  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  free 
'  from  any  such  imputation.    We  on  this 
\  side  are  justified  in  maintaining  two 
I  things :  one,  that  we  did  not  begin  this 
1  war,  the  necessity  for  which  President 
Kruger  might  have  prevented,  and  the 
other  that  the    war   must   be  carried 
to  its  legitimate  conclusion.    If  we  can 
do   it,   we   must  :    if   we   cannot,  we 
!  must  submit.    The  legitimate  conclusion 
of  this  war  is  to   render  a  repetition 
of  such  a  conflict  an  impossibility.  Secure 
that  by  any  means  you  like,  and  I  at  all 
<  events  shall  be  satisfied.    When  I  made 
use  of  certain  language  in  Manchester, 
which  has  heen  referred  to,  and  to  which 
I  adhere,  I  was  not  speaking  of  any 
permanent  Government   or  anything  of 
that  kind.    I  meant  that  the  war  should 
I  be  proceeded  with  until  a  repetition  of  it 
'  became  an  impossibility,    and  it  is  for 
Statesmen  to  consider  how  best  that  can 
be  done.    If  it  is  not  done  every  life  lost 
in  war  and  every  pound  spent  on  war  is 
!  a  life  squandered  and  a  pound  thrown 
away.    1  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the 
time  of  the  House  longer,  and  I  only 
wish  that  tb«  divirion  on  this  Amend- 
ment had  been  taken  at  an  hour  which 
would  have  prevented  me  from  making 
any  observations  at  all. 

It  being  midnight,  the  Debate  stood 
adjourned. 

Debate  to  be  resumed  on  Monday 
next.   

S«>l'TH  AFKICAN  WAR— MESSAGE 
FROM  MAFEKING. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  beg  to  move 
that  the  House  do  now  adjourn,  and,  in 
making  that  motion,  perhaps  I  may  be 

permitted  by  the  House  to  say  that  I  "have 
received  from  Sir  Arthur  Bigge,  by  her 
Majesty's  command,  a  telegram  which  she 
thinks  may  interest  the  House.  It  is 
from  the  Mayor  of  Mafeking,  and  is 
dated  January  27.  The  message 
begins : — 

"  Mafeking,  upoo  the  hmidredth  dav  of  the 
siege,  (tends  loyal  devotion  to  your  Alajesty, 
ann  an  assnrance  of  the  contihned  resolve  to 
maintain  your  Majesty's  ttu{H«maif^  in  this 
town.  — Whitelrv,  Mayor." 

Adjourned  at  one  niimite  after  Twelve 
of  the  clockijil  Monday  next. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Monday,  5th  Fdrrmry,  1900. 


HOUSE  OF  LORDS  MANUSCRIPTS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Calendar  of 
the  Manuscripts  of  the  House  of  Lords, 
Volume  I.  (New  Series)  (in  continuation 
of  Historical  Manoscripts  Commission : 
Fourteenth  Report.  Appendix,  Part 
VI.).  The  same  was  oraered  to  be 
printed.   (No.  5.) 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
on  Education  in  Scotland,  dated  5th 
February,  1900,  relative  to  the  Minute 
of  the  18th  May,  1899,  as  to  the  applica- 
tion of  Article  21  and  Chapter  IX.  of  the 
Code  of  1899. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

No.  521.  Germany  (New  Imperial 
German  Mortgage  Bank  Law). 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

IJENERAL  PRISONS  (IRELAND)  ACT, 
1877. 

Order  in  Council  approving  of  rule 
made  by  the  General  nisons  JBoard,  in 
pursuance  ol  the  Fine  or  Imprisonment 
(Scotland  and  Ireland)  Act,  1899. 

PENAL  S'ERVITUDE  ACTS,  1853  TO  1891 
(CONDITIONAL  LICENCE). 

Licence  granted  by  Her  Majesty  to 
Clara  Jane  Mason,  a  convict  under  deten- 
tion in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting  the 
said  Clara  Jane  Mason  to  be  at  large,  on 
condition  that  she  enter  the  Boyd  Vic- 
toria Home,  Horfield,  Bristol. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


LUNACY  BILL  [H.L.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Lunacy  Acts — 

Was  presented  by  the  Lord  Chancellor ; 

read  I« ;  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  6.) 
VOL.  LXXVIII.  (Fourth  Sbbiks.] 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS  (AMENDMENT) 
BILL  [H-L.] 

A  Bill  to  amend  the  Isolation  Hospitals 
Act,  1893— Was  presented  by  the  EarJof 
Lichfield;  read  1**;  and  to  be  printed. 
(Na  7.) 

SOUTH   AFRICAN  WAR-CONTEM- 
PLATED MILITARY  MEASURES. 

*The  Eabl  of  DUNRAVEN:  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  more  to  resolve — 

"That  in  the  opinion  of  this  House  a 
full  statement  as  to  the  military  measures, 
which  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  in 
contemplation  is  desirable  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment." 

I  rise  really  to  ask  a  question  of  my  noble 
friend  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War» 
but  as  I  was  anxious  to  make  one  or  two 
observations  upon  that  question  I  thought 
it  would  be  more  in  order  to  put  it  on  the 
notice  paper  in  the  form  of  a  motion.  I 
feel  sure  that  the  terms  of  the  motion^ 
that  a  statement  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government  in  respect  of  military  prepar- 
ations is  desirable  at  the  present  moment, 
will  be  acce^ble  to  every  member  of  the 
House,  but  It  may  appear  unnecessary. 
That  I  do  not  dispute ;  and  lest  it  should 
seem  to  imply  that  I  attribute  any  reluc- 
tance to  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  impart  that  information,  I 
wish  to  say  at  once,  and  emphatically, 
that  such  is  not  the  case.  Your  Lordships 
will  recollect  that  on  Tuesday  last  my 
noble  friend  said,  in  answer  to  the  noble 
Earl,  Lord  Rosebery,  and,  I  think,  the 
noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, that  he  would  at  a  very  early 
date  explain  fully  what  measures  Her 
Majest^s  Government  have  in  contempla- 
tion. A  week  has  elapsed,  all  but  a  my, 
and  though  under  ordinary  circumstances 
a  week  is  not  a  very  important  lapse  of 
time,  yet  a  week  of  silence  in  the  present 
condition  of  tension  of  the  nationtu  mind 
causes  anxiety,  and  is  hard  to  bear. 
I  therefore  hope  that  the  noble  Marquess 
will  presently  inform  t^e  House  of 
the  date,  or,  at  any  rat^  the 
approximate  date  when  he  proposes 
to  make  his  promised  statement, 
and  I  venture  to  urge  that  it  should  be 
made  with  the  least  possible  delay.  The 
question  of  how  the  drain  upon  the 
normal  military  resources  of  the  country 
is  to  be  made  good,  bow  sufficient  re- 
inforcements can  be  sent  to  the  seat  of 
war,  and  how  the  defensive  strength  of  th  e 
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country  is  to  be  raised  to  the  requirements 
of  any  eventuality,  is  the  one  matter  upon 
which  the  nation  demands,  and  naturally 
and  properly  demands,  information.  One 
remark  that  fell  on  Tuesday  last  from  my 
noble  friend  the  Secretary  of  State  caused 
me  some  little  uneasiness.  He  said  he  did 
not  consider  the  debate  on  tihe  Address  a 
suitable  occasion  to  make  a  full  statement 
"  on  a  very  technical  matter."  I  would 
suggest  that  great  detail  is,  at  any  rate  in 
the  first  instance,  unnecessary  in  the  state- 
ment so  anxiously  looked  for,  and  if  a  very 
technical  explanation  involves  delay  it  is 
to  be  deprecated.  Great  technicalities  and 
very  elaborate  statements  of  detail  are  apt 
to  obscure  the  main  facts,  and  what  the 
constantly -quoted  "  man  in  the  street  " 
wants  to  know  at  once  is  what  stopa  Her 
Majesty's  Government  are  going  to  take 
to  render  effective  the  pot«itial  strength 
of  the  nation,  with  a  view  not  only  to  the 
determined  prosecution  of  the  war,  to  the 
only  settlement  with  which  the  nation  will 
be  satisfied,  but  also  to  preparedness 
against,  I  won't  say  the  probability,  be- 
cause I  believe  there  is  no  probability,  but 
the  merest  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of 
any  unforeseen  event  that  might  render  still 
more  grave  the  very  grave  and  serious 
-position  in  whidi  the  £mpire  is  placed. 
In  South  Africa  disaster — and  I  do  not 
hesitate  to  say  that  up  to  the  present  the 
campaign  has  been  disastrous — xaay  be 
^traced,  in  almost  every  case,  to  one  cause 
— lack  of  sufficient  strength.  What  ia 
the  result  t  Our  forces  are  everywhere 
stalemated,  and  they  have  been  asked 
to  perform,  and  to  their  enduring 
renown  they  haxe  performed,  tasks  which, 
even  allowing  for  the  magnificent  courage 
and  splendid  fighting  qualities  they  have 
displayed,  were,  according  to  the  ordinary 
rules  and  arithmetic  of  warfare,  dispropor- 
tionate to  their  strength.  We  want  to 
know  that  sufficient  troops  will  be  sent 
out  to  satisfy  the  now  proved  require- 
ments of  the  case.  We  want  to  feel,  in 
addition  to  that,  that  the  Government 
are  taking  timely  steps  to  provide  against 
any  possible  emergency,  however  remote, 
that  may  add  difficulties  to  an  already 
difficult  task.  We  want  to  feel  that  the 
strength  of  the  nation  will  be  utilised. 
There  is  a  fund  of  strength— not  inexhaus- 
tible but  well-nigh  inexhaustibte-r-a  fund 
of  strength,  moral  and  physical,  in  the 
nation  upon  which  the  Government  ma,^ 
t^afely  draw.  They  can  rely  upMi  it  their 
drf^s  will  not  be  dishonoured.  The 

The  Earl  of  Dunmwn. 


fund  is  waiting  to  be  drawn  upon,  anxious 
to  be  drawn  upon ;  but  to  be  utilised 
effectively  it  must  be  drawn  upon  in  time. 
It  is  idle  to  try  and  disguise  the  fact 
that,  justly  or  unjustly,  the  Government 
are  thought  to  have  been  afflicted  with 
defective  vision,  to  have  been  all  along 
troubled  with  a  false  sense  of  proportion 
and  perspective,  and  it  is  unwise  to  ignore 
that  an  uneasy  feeling  exists  that  even 
now  they  do  not  fully  realise  the  gravity 
of  the  situation.  That  feeling,  however 
erroneous,  should  be  dispelled.  I  may 
be  told  that  even  if  Her  Majesty's 
Government  did  minimise  the  situation 
in  the  past,  it  would  be  equally  foolish  to 
exaggerate  it  now.  I  do  not  think  that 
Neither  Parliament  nor  the  people 


IS  so. 


will,  I  am  convinced,  quarrel  with  the 
Government  for  taking  measures  which 
may  happily  prove  to  be  far  in  excess  of 
anythmg  that  the  future  shows  to  have 
been  necessary.    I  feel  very  sure  that 
any  measures  that  the  Government  think 
fit  to  take,  however  widely  they  ma_v 
depart  from  ordinary  custom  and  usage, 
will  be  welcomed,  provided  they  are  de- 
signed to  place  the  nation  in  such  a  posi- 
tion that  its  utmost  stren^h,  whether  for 
offence  or  defence,  can,  if  necessary,  he 
exhibited.    That,  I  believe,  ia  the  one 
matter  which  exercises  the  public  mind. 
People  look  with  indifference  if  not  with 
contempt  upon  speeches  out  of  doors  and 
debates  in  Parliament  dealing  with  the 
past.      Accusations    and  vindications 
appear  to  them  very  trivial  matters  now. 
Their  attention  is  riveted  upon  the  future. 
What  they  want  to  know  and  to  feel  is 
the  certainty  that  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment will  take,  and  will  promptly  take, 
whatever  steps  are  necessary  to  place  the 
nation  in  such  a  position  that  its  ud- 
j  developed  strength  can  be  developed,  so 
I  that  it  may  be  able  to  prosecute  tne '  war 
I  vigorously   to   a  conclusion,    and,  if 
,  necessary,  defend  itself  under  any  cir- 
I  cumstances  which  could  possibly  arise. 
I  Feeling  strongly  as  I  do  on  this  subject, 
I  venture  to  think  that  it  is  very  desir- 
able that  a  general  statement,  if  not  a  full 
and  detailed  statement,  of  the  steps  which 
I  Her  Majesty's  Government  intend  to 
''  take,    should    be    made    known  to 
t  Parliament  and  the  country  as  speedily 
i  as  possible. 


I  *Thb  secretary  op  STATE  for 
!  WAR  (The  Marquess  of  LansdoW'NE)  : 
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My  Lords,  nothing  is  further  from  my 
thoughts  than  to  blune  my  noble  friend 
for  t£e  desire  he  has  exprased  to  be  fur- 
nished as  soon  as  possible  with  a  state- 
ment ot  our  intentions,  and  I  h&ve  cer- 
tainly no  wish  to  postpone  needlessly  the 
moment  at  which  his  desire  may  be  grati- 
^ed.  But  I  am  told  that  it  is  customary 
And  convenient  that  statements  of  such 
a  description  should  be  made  simul- 
taneously in  both  Houses  of  Parliament. 
The  House  of  Commons  at  this  moment 
is  still  occupied  in  discussing  the  terms 
of  the  Address  in  reply  to  the  gractoue 
Speech  from  the  Throne,  and  the  general 
impression  is  that  that  discussion  is  very 
likely  to  last  for  some  days  to  come. 
I  am  told  that 'this  obstacle — the  only 
obstacle — is  likely  to  diFa,ppear,  probably 
within  the  limit  of  a  week  from  the 
present  date  ;  and  I  can  therefore  intimate 
that  as  the  approximate  time  at  which  I 
shall  be  able  to  make  a  statement  to  your 
L4jrdships.  I  gladly  notice  what  fell  from 
my  noble  friend  when  he  said  that  he  had 
no  desire  to  press  for  a  minute  statement 
of  the  details  of  our  scheme,  and  that 
what  he  desired  to  obtain  from  us  was  a 
eeneral  outline  of  the  proposals  which  we 
had  in  contemp^tion.  Meanwhile,  I  may 
perhaps  be  allowed  to  administer  a  grain 
of  comfort  to  my  noble  friend  by  telling 
him  that  the  postponement  of  the  state- 
ment will  not,  in  my  belief,  occasion  any 
delay  iu  tbe  preparation  of  the  measures 
themselves,  because  we  are  taking  it  for 
granted  that  the  country  desires  that  such 
measures  should  be  adopted,  and  we  are 
proceeding  on  that  assumption  and  losing 
no  time.  All  I  think  that  I  can  usefully 
add  this  evening  is  that  I  entirely 
accept  what  was  said  by  my  noble  friend 
as  to  the  double  duty  which  is  incumbent 
upon  us — the  duty,  I  mean,  of  making 
adequate  preparations  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and  also  for 
the  securing  of  the  safety  of  these  islands 
during  the  period  when  they  must  neces- 
sarily be  denuded  of  a  large  portion  of 
the  forces  which  are  habitually  stationed 
within  the  limits  of  the  country.  I  hope 
I  shall  be  able  to  show  your  Lordships  thai 
we  see  our  way  to  {»x>vide  for  both  those 
objects,  and  I  may  certainly  repeat,  what 
has  already  been  said  on  much  higher 
authority  than  mine,  that,  having  ad- 
dressed ourselves  to  thia  task,  we  mean  to 
carry  it  through,  if  I  may  use  his  words, 
*'  to  the  only  conclusion  which  will  be 
satisfactory  to  the  people  of  this  country." 
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♦The  Eakl  of  DUMIAVEN :  With 
the  permission  of  the  House  I  withdraw 
my  motion. 

Motion,  by  leave  of  the  House,  with- 
drawn. 

THE  IRREGULAR  CORPS.— COL.  EDIS 
AND  THE  INSPECTOR-GENERAL  OF 
AUXILIARY  FORCES. 

*The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN:  My 
Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  letters  which  have  appeared  in 
the  public  press  from  Colonel  Edis  ;  and 
whether  the  Inspector-General  of  Auxi- 
liary Forces  has  control  over  the  various 
irregular  corps  now  bein^  formed.  I 
have  no  intention  of  going  mto  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  the  letter  ought  or 
ought  not  to  have  been  published,  nor  do 
I  propose  to  enter  into  the  subject-matter 
of  the  letter  in  any  detail ;  but  I  should 
like  some  information  on  one  point. 
The  main  complaint  in  the  letter  of 
Colonel  Edis  is  that  the  Volunteer  Corps 
are  not  allowed  to  recruit  beyond  their 
normal  strength.  I  understand  from  an 
answer  to  a  question  given  by  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  in  another  place  that 
the  Volunteer  Battalions  may  be  recruited 
beyond  their  norm^  paper  strength  to 
the  amount  of  drafts  which  have  been 
sent  out  to  the  seat  of  the  war ;  but  to 
I  limit  any  increase  in  these  battalions 
beyond  the  normal  strength  to  that 
amount  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  a 
common-sense  proceeding.  The  Volunteer 
force  is,  of  course,  a  defensive  force,  and 
its  great  value  is  probably  brought  home 
to  us  more  forcibly  now,  when  the  country 
is  denuded  to  so  very  great  an  extent  of 
the  ordinary  garrison  than  it  has  been 
bdore.  I  contend  that  if  the  Volunteer 
force  is  to  be  kept  up  to  its  true  value  as 
a  defensive  force  it  must  be  kept  up  to  its 
full  strength.  To  do  that  it  is  not 
sufficient  to  merely  allow  recruiting  to 
the  extent  only  of  the  drafts  sent  out  to 
the  seat  of  war.  Commanding  officers 
should  be  allowed  to  recruit  to  a  con- 
siderable margin  above  their  normal 
strength,  not  only  to  the  amount  of  drafts 
which  have  gone  out  to  the  war,  but  also 
to  make  allowance  for  further  drafts 
which  may  have  to  go  out,  and  for  the 
ordinary  waste  and  wear  of  war.  By 
that  means  only  can  these  Volunteer  Bat- 
talions be  kept  up  to  their  proper  strength. 
In  an  emergency  like  the  present, 
when  it  is  necessary  that  the  raw  material 
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of  defence  in  the  coantry  ahould  be 
turned  into  a  more  or  less  manufactured 
article  as  roeedily  as  possible,  I  should 
have  thought  that  there  could  have  been 
no  serious  objection  to  allowing  battalions 
numerically  small  to  he  recruited  up  to, 
at  any  rate,  the  normal  strength  of  a  line 
battalion,  and  I  would  venture  to  express 
the  hope  that  the  Army  Order  dealing 
with  this  matter  may  be  interpreted  a 
little  more  liberally.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  my  noble  friend  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  knows  as  well  as  I  do,  and 
perhaps  a  great  deal  better  than  I  do, 
that  a  certain  amount  of  dissatisfaction 
exists  in  the  country  owing  to  the 
obstructions  which  are  being  placed  in 
the  way  of  the  Volunteer  movement.  I 
am  not  going  to  inquire  how  far  that  is 
justified,  but  my  own  impression  is  that 
there  is  a  considerable  foundation  in  fact 
for  the  existence  of  this  feeling.  It  seems 
to  me  perfectly  inevitable  that  in  a 
sudden  and  huiried  movement  of  this 
kind  difficulties  and  friction  must  arise. 
The  wonder  is  that  the  friction  is  not 
greater.  I  have  seen  it  stated  in  the 
papers,  with  what  truth  I  do  not  know, 
that  units  have  been  disbanded  because 
they  were  kept  waiting  so  long  that  they 
did  not  know  whether  they  would  m 
utilised  or  not.  Complaints  have  also 
been  made  as  to  the  rejection,  at  the  final 
medical  examination,  of  men  who  have 
previously  been  passed  by  properly  quali- 
fied medical  officers.  I  would  venture  to 
remind  my  noble  friend  that  in  the 
matter  of  medical  examination,  for 
instance,  there  is  a  very  great  difference 
betweea  the  recruiting  for  the  Regular 
Army  and  recruiting  for  the  Special 
Corps.  In  the  fonner  case  the  medical 
men  have  to  consider  whether  the  recruit 
is  likely,  in  the  course  of  years,  to 
become  a  charge  on  the  country.  I 
scarcely  think  that  the  Army  Order 
dealing  with  the  matter  is  sufficiently 
elastic.  In  my  opinion,  commanding 
officers  and  medical  men  ought  to 
be  given  considerable  latitude  in  the 
question  of  age,  and  some  latitude  in 
the  question  of  dimensions.  Many 
men  considerably  over  the  Gh>vemment 
limit  of  age  for  the  Regular  Army,  and 
perhaps  not  quite  up  to  the  proper 
standard  of  chest  measurement  and 
height,  may  be  admirably  adapted  for  the 
services  required  of  them  at  present.  I 
am  not  sure  whether,  in  an  emergency  of 
this  kind,  it  would  not  be  advisable  in  this 
special  corps  to  relax  the  sight  test,  and 
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to  accept  men  who  are  short  sighted,  but 
whose  sight  is  otherwise  sound.  There 
are  one  or  two  other  matters  which  I 
should  like  to  mention  merely  as  examples 
of  the  difficulties  that  arise.  Ttika  the 
matter,  for  instance,  of  equipment.  It  is 
essential  that  all  these  special  corps  should 
be  armed  with  Government  rifles,  but, 
with  regard  to  the  carrying  of  ammuni- 
tion, if  any  particular  corps  favoured  some 
other  method,  such  as  the  Boer  waiscoat, 
in  preference  to  the  Government  bandolier, 
why  shoulu  they  not  be  allowed  to  adopt 
it )  Many  of  these  men  are  crack  shots 
possessing  their  own  rifles,  and  surely  in 
such  cases  they  ought  to  be  encouraged  to 
bring  them,  because  they  naturally  suit 
the  individual  idiosyncrasies  of  the  owners. 
There  ought  to  be  some  authority  dealing 
with  these  questions  who  could  say  yes 
or  "  no,"  and  could  thereby  settle  points 
of  doubt.  If  I  am  asked  by  a  man  whether 
any  allowance  will  be  given  if  he  brings 
his  own  rifle  I  cannot  give  him  an  answer. 
If  I  write  to  the  War  Office  I  may,  in  the 
course  of  time,  get  an  answer  on  several 
cubic  feet  of  foolscap  paper,  but  consider- 
able time  will  be  wasted.  I  would  venture 
to  suggest  that  some  authority  should  he 
createc^  if  it  does  not  at  present  exist,  and 
should  be  instructed  to  push  forward  as 
much  as  possible  the  volunteering  desire 
of  the  people,  and  to  give  considerable 
latitude  in  small  matters  of  detail.  This 
authority  should  be  able  to  give  authorita- 
tive answers  to  questions  of  the  kind  to 
which  I  have  referred.  I  am  sure  my 
noble  friend  is  most  anxious  to  clear  away 
anything  which  can  possibly  constitute  a 
difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  volunteering 
spirit  of  the  nation,  which  is  so  much  to 
be  commended,  and  I  would  appeal  to  him 
i  to  take  into  consideration  the  small  points 
I  have  mentioned,  and  devise  some  means 
whereby  they  can  be  obviated  in  the 
future. 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  think  I  ought  first  to  state 
to  my  noble  friend  with  regard  to  the 
corps  which  he  describes  as  "the  vari- 
ous irregular  corps  now  being  raised,"  and 
by  which  I  think  he  means  the  Imperial 
Yeomaniy  and  the  Volunteer  companies 
lately  attached  to  the  line  battalions,  that 
the  members  of  those  corps  are  treated  as 
belonging  to  the  regular  Army.  They 
are  formally  enlisted  in  the  regular  Army, 
and  from  the  moment  that  they  join  the 
companies  of  Volunteers  or  the  Mounted 
Infantiy  they  pass  undec  the  administra- 
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tive  control  of  the  same  members  of  the 
Headquarters  StafT  as  the  regular  Army. 
They  are,  therefore,  no  longer  under  the 
Inspector-General  of  Auxiliary  Forces,  as 
they  would  be  as  long  as  they  remained 
Volunteers  pure  and  simple.  As  to  the 
letter  published  in  the  papers  with 
Colonel  £dis's  signature,  Colonel  Edis 
wrote  to  the  War  Oflice,  his  communica- 
tion being  received  on  December  25th, 
asking  permission  to  raise  two  new  com- 
panies for  his  Volunteer  battalion.  The 
answer  which  Colonel  Edis  received  was 
this — that  his  battalion  having  provided  a 
company  which  had  been  transferred  to 
the  line  battalion,  he  was  at  liberty  to 
go  on  recruiting  to  an  extent  sufficient 
to  fill  the  vacancies  thus  occasioned. 
That  was  equivalent  to  telling  him  that 
the  company  attached  to  the  line  battalion 
was  to  be  treated  as  supernumerary,  and 
that  bis  own  battohon  was  not  to 
suffer  by  the  transference.  But  as 
to  the  further  question,  whether 
Colonel  Edis  should  be  at  liberty  to 

fo  on  recruiting  so  as  not  only  to  add  to 
is  battalion  sufficient  men  to  make  up 
the  void,  but  also  to  raise  further  com- 
panies, permission  to  do  that  was  not 
given  at  that  time.  It  is  quite  clear  that 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  give  a 
permission  of  that  kind  to  one  Volunteer 
colonel  and  not  to  others.  The  question 
was  one  of  great  importance,  affecting 
the  whole  of  the  Volunteer  force,  and 
it  was  a  question  which,  I  think,  we  might 
not  unfairly  desire  to  reserve  for  examina- 
tion. Colonel  Edis  did  not  wait  for  the 
answer  to  his  letter ;  but,  assuming  that 
the  answer  would  be  in  the  aflSrmative, 
he  proceeded  to  raise  recruits  for  his 
battalion  j  and  that,  to  put  it  mildly,  was 
u  bttle  previous.  If  other  Volunteer 
colonels  had  proceeded  in  the  same 
manner,  comment  might  have  been  made 
upon  the  ideas  of  the  Volunteer  force  in 
regud  to  what  is,  after  aU^  a  matter  of 
military  discipline.  I  think  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  Colonel  Edis  took  that 
course ;  and,  having  taken  it  and  put 
himself  in  the  wrong,  that  he  should  have 
written  a  letter  imputing  to  the  military 
authorities  feelings  with  regard  to  the 
Volunteer  force  which  they  are  very  far 
indeed  from  entertaining.  But,  my 
Lords,  I  certainly  do  not  dispute  what 
my  noble  friend  has  said  as  to  the  desir^ 
alnlity  of  taking  advantage  at  a  moment 
like  the  present  of  as  many  as  possible  of 
those  spontaneous   offers   of  military 


service  which  are  reaching  us  from 
so  many  parts  of  the  country.  We 
have  been  considering  that  matter, 
and  it  is  one  wliich  1  will  deal  with 
when  I  have  the  honour  of  addressing 
the  House  as  to  the  military  steps  which 
we  intend  to  take.  But  I  have  not  the 
slightest  objection  to  telling  the  noble 
Earl  now  that  our  idea  is  this.  All 
Volunteer  battalions  should  be  allowed  to 
recruit  up  to  a  certain  maximum  strength, 
even  if  that  maximum  considerably 
exceeds  the  present  authorised  estab- 
lishment. Of  course,  if  you  go  be- 
yond about  1,000  men,  you  get  a 
unit  which  becomes  too  large  and  is  in- 
I  convenient  for  military  purposes.  But 
where  the  iriflux  of  recruits  is  so  great  as 
to  point  to  the  conclusion  that  recruits 
might  be  obtained  sufficient  not  only  to 
raise  the  battalion  to  its  maximum  strength 
but  also  higher  still,  then  we  shall  have 
no  objection  whatever  to  substituting 
for  one  full-size  battalion  two  other 
battalions  which  might  perhaps  be  of  a 
somewhat  inferior  numerical  strength. 
That  is  a  perfectly  fair  way  of  meeting 
the  desire  which  has  been  expressed.  My 
noble  friend  spoke  of  the  action  of  the 
War  Office  in  rejecting  men  who  had 
accepted  a  liability  for  service  with  these 
new  Volunteer  companies,  on  the  ground 
that  they  did  not  come  up  to  the  pnysical 
standard  insisted  upon  for  the  Begulars. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN:  Men 
who  had  previously  been  passed. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  fancy  I  am  familiar  with  the  case  to 
which  my  noble  friend  refers.  It  was  a 
case  in  which  the  colonel  of  a  battalion 
raised  a  company  and  bad  the  men 
examined  on  his  own  responsibility.  He 
had  not  complied  with  the  terms  of  the 
Army  Order,  which  says  that — 

"  When  a  Volunteer  commanding  officer  has 
received  application  for  not  less  than  a  section 
of  Volunteers,  he  will  so  inform  the  officer 
commanding  the  regimental  depfit  to  which 
his  battalion  is  affiliated,  who  will  then,  if 
they  are  to  form  part  of  the  service  company, 
have  them  medically  inspected,  and,  if  fit  for 
service,  attested." 

But  in  this  case  the  medical  examination 
was  not  conducted  in  the  proper  way,  but, 
I  believe,  by  some  private  practitioner, 
and  without  communicating  with  the 
officer  of  the  depot.  The  company  was 
subsequently  examined  in  the  proper  way, 
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and  it  was  found  that  forty-seven  of  the 
men  did  not  come  up  to  the  proper 
standards  of  height  or  chest  measure- 
ment. My  noble  friend's  observation 
upon  that  is  that  our  regulations  should 
lie  more  elastic.  But  I  ask  the  House  to 
consider  whether,  in  the  case  of  these 
Volunteer  companies — who  are  to  serve 
with  Regular  battalions  in  South  Africa, 
under  conditions  just  as  tr3nng  as  those 
endured  by  the  soldiers  who  have 
been  fighting  for  us  during  the  past 
weeks — it  would  be  fair  to  the  men 
themselves  or  to  the  officers  who  com- 
mand them  to  send  out  from  this  country 
Volunteers  who,  in  point  of  physical 
stamina,  are  distinctly  inferior  to  the 
regular  soldiers  by  whose  side  they  are 
to  stand  in  the  field.  We  considered  this 
matter,  and  we  thought  that  it  would  be 
most  inexpedient  to  relax  the  conditions 
on  which  we  insist  in  the  case  of  ordinary 
recruiting ;  and  I  hold  strongly  that,  in 
cases  of  tliis  kind,  the  exercise  of  a  kind 
of  dispensing  power  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  is  most  inexpedient.  You  should 
lay  down  what  your  best  advisers  tell  you 
is  a  reasonable  standard,  and  you  should 
tell  your  medical  advisers  to  ascertain 
whether  that  standard  is  reached,  and  not 
to  accept  men  falling  below  it.  But,  my 
Lords,  while  we  insisted  on  this  measure 
of  strictness  with  regard  to  these  Volun- 
teer companies,  I  am  glad  to  tell  my  noble 
friend  that  in  the  case  of  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry,  who  will  be  serving  under 
somewhat  less  trying  conditions,  we  did  in 
our  instructions  dwell  especially  on  the 
fact  that  these  men  would  be  required, 
not  to  serve  for  a  term  of  seven  or  twelve 
years  with  the  colours,  like  the  ordinary 
soldiers,  but  for  one  year  or  for  the 
duration  of  the  war ;  and  wo  said  that 
they  should  be  judged  with  reference  to 
thatcondition.  My  noble  friendis  anxious 
that  some  authority  should  be  appointed 
who  will  be  able  to  answer  questions  on 
subjects  of  this  kind.  I  believe  that 
authority  can  be  discovered  without  very 
much  difficulty.  It  depends  what  the 
particular  point  is,  but  all  these  questions 
are  allocated  to  the  different  members  of 
the  headquarters  staff,  and  if  there  is  any 
delay  in  dealing  with  them  it  is  probably 
owing  to  the  great  pressure  of  work. 
I  may  mention  in  this  oonnedaon,  as 
evidence  of  our  desire  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  these  newly  raised  corps  in  every 
possible  way,  that  we  have,  in  regard  to 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  been  very  much 

The  Marqitess  of  Lansdoume, 


guided  by  a  committee  of  Yeomanry 
officers,  who  have  been  constantly 
sitting,  and  who  have  acted  as  a  valuable- 
intermediary  between  the  War  Office  and 
the  corps.  This  committee  have  b^a 
able  to  take  off  our  hands  a  number  of 
those  very  detaOs  which  the  noble  Lord 
wishes  to  see  dealt  with  by  methods- 
somewhat  more  elastic  than  those  habitual 
in  a  public  department.  As  to  the  ques- 
tion whether,  if  a  Volunteer  brought  his. 
own  rifle  he  would  be  allowed  to  substi- 
tute it  for  the  weapon  with  which  other- 
wise the  Government  would  supply  him, 
the  first  consideration  would  be  whether 
the  rifle  was  the  same  as  that  issued  to  the 
remainder  of  the  corps.  Of  course,  if  it 
necessitated  the  supply  of  different  ammu> 
nition  it  woidd  be  out  of  the  question. 

The  Earl  .oi-  DUNEAVEN:  But  if 
not,  could  he  be  granted  some  allowance  V 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWKE: 
I  have  not  heard  the  suggestion  made 
before,  but  I  am  willing;  to  take  it  into 

consideration. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  There  was  one 
point  in  the  speech  of  the  noble  Aiarquess- 
which  I  did  not  understand.  The  noble- 
Marquess  said  that  a  different  standard 
would  be  adopted  for  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
maniy  as  compared  with  the  Volunteers 
serving  with  the  Army.  The  noble 
Marquess  put  the-  difference  upon  the 
ground  that  the  Yeomanry  only  served 
for  a  year  or  till  the  end  of  the  war.  Is 
it  not  the  same  with  r^ard  to  the 
Volunteers  1 

♦The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNK: 
The  Volunteer  company  becomes  a  com- 
pany of  the  line  Dattalion,  and  serves 
with  it.  The  Imperial  Yeomanry  sen-e 
under  different  conditions^ 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  They  may  not 
serve  under  the  same  conditions,  but  the 
noble  Marquess  put  the  difference  on  the 
ground  that  the  term  of  service  was 
different. 

The  Earl  or  DUNEAVEN  r  I  under- 
stand from  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
that  all  these  Volunteer  force»  and  Im- 
perial Yeomanry  after  acceptance  become 
subject  to  the  ordinary  military  authori- 
ties the  same  a&  B^ular  soldiers.   It  ia 
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during  l^e  process  of  enrolling  the  men 
that  tnese  difficulties  occur.  I  think  that 
while  a  corps  is  being  formed  and  before 
the  men  are  finally  acoejtted  there  ought 
to  be  some  authonty  that  one  could  appeal 
to  during  that  period.  It  seems  to  me 
ridiculous  to  have  to  go  to  one  of  the 
heads  of  the  War  Office  to  ask  whether  a 
man  can  be  allowed  £4  for  his  rifle  or 
not.  With  regard  to  the  rejection,  on 
the  final  medical  examination,  of  the  men 
to  whom  1  have  referred,  the  noble  Mar- 
quess stated  that  the  previous  examina- 
tion was  conducted  by  a  private  practi- 
tioner. If  my  information  is  correct, 
they  were  examined  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Volnnceer  medical  officer. 

COAL   SUPPLY    FOR  NATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS. 

*Thb  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  :  My  Lords, 
1  beg  to  ask  Her  Majest^s  Govern- 
ment whether  it  ia  true  that  400,000  tons 
of  Cardiff  coal  have  recently  been  consigned 
to  foreign  agents ;  and  whether  adequate 
steps  have  been  taken  to  ensure  a 
sufficient  supply  of  steam  coal  for  national 
re<iuirements.  It  is  most  important  that 
there  should  be  an  adequate  amount  of 
the  best  steam  coal  not  only  for  Her 
Majesty's  ships,  but  for  the  vast  fleet  of 
transports,  and  the  announcement  that 
400,000  tons  of  what  is  after  all  a  very 
limited  commodity  had  been  consigned  to ' 
foreign  agents  gives  food  for  reflection.  I 
do  not  suggest  that  Her  Majesty's 
Uovemment  should  commence  com- 
mandeering coal  or  that  we  should  inter- 
fere with  the  ordinary  course  of  trade, 
but  the  matter  is  one  which  should  be 
very  carefully  watched.  I  should  like  to 
feel  that  Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
got  something  in  the  shape  of  priority  of 
ciill,  and  could,  if  necessity  arose,  appro- 
priate for  itself,  paying  whatever  damages 
may  be  necessary,  any  large  supply  of 
coal  proposed  to  be  exportra  to  foreign 
countries. 

•The  MARQUB8S  of  LANSDOWNE: 
I  have  been  asked  to  r^ly  to  this  ques- 
tion in  the  absence  of  the  noble  Duke 
(the  Duke  of  Marlborough)  who  usually 
represents  the  Admiralty  in  this  House, 
and  whose  engagemmte  in  South  Africa 
render  his  presence  hero  impossible.. 
The  attention  of  the  Admiralty  has  been 
^awn  to  the  rumour  that  a  firm  in 


Cardiff  has  contracted  to  supply  a  foreign 
Government  with  400,000  tons  of  coal, 
but  diligent  inquiries  at  Cardiff  hare  so- 
far  not  resulted  in  any  confirmation  of  the 
statement.  I  need  scarcely  say,  whether 
the  statement  is  correct  or  not,  the 
subject  of  assuring  to  ourselves  sufficient 
supplies  of  coal  for  naval  requirements  ia 
one  which  is  never  out  of  the  mind  of  the 
Board  of  Admiralty. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty  minute» 
past  Five  of  the  clock,  till 
To  -  morrow,  a  quarter 
past  Foot  of  the  clock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Mondatj,  5th  February^  1900. 


PETITIONS. 


LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  8ERVANTK' 
SUPERANNUATION. 

Petition  from  Coventiy,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Colne,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1808. 
Petition  from  Freebridge  Lynn,'  for 
alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC, 


ARMY  (MILITARY  SAVINGS  BANKS). 

Copy  presented, — of  Statement  of  the 
Amounts  due  by  the  Public  to  Depositors 
on  31st  March,  and  of  the  Receipts, 
Interest,  and  Disbursements  during  the 
year  endsd  31st  Maroh,  1899,  etc.  [by 
Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  uid  to  be 
printed.    [No.  31.] 

PRISONS  (IRELAND). 
Copy  presented, — of  Order  in  Council 
approving  of  a  Rule  made  by  the  General 
Prisons  fknrd  for  Ireland,  dated  the  9th 
August,  1899,  in  pursuance  of  the  Fine 
or  Imprisonment  (Scotland  and  Ireland) 
Act,  1899  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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PENAL   SERVITUDE   ACTS  (CONDI- 
TIONAL LICENCE). 

Copy  presented, — of  Licence  granted  to 
Clara  Jane  Mason,  a  convict  under  de- 
tention in  Aylesbury  Prison,  permitting 
her  to  be  at  large  on  condition  that  she 
enter  the  RoyafVictoria  Home,  Horfield, 
Bristol  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Copy  presented, — of  Notice  issued  by 
the  High  Commissioner  for  South  Africa, 
on  26tn.  January,  1900,  relating  to  For- 
feitures, etc.,  of  Property  situated  in  the 
South  African  Republic  or  in  the  Orange 
Free  State  declared  subsequently  to  10th 
October,  1899  [by  Command];  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SAINT  LUCIA. 


gether  with  the  Reports  of  the  Comp- 
troller and  Auditor  General  thereon  [by 
Act],  to  be  printed.   [No.  35.] 


NEW  WRIT. 

For  Nottinghamahire  (Newark  I>i\i- 
sion)  in  the  room  of  Charles  William 
Sydney  Pierrepont,  commonly  called 
Viscount  Newark,  now  Earl  Manvers, 
called  up  to  the  House  of  Peers. — {Sir 
Wmiam  fFalr&nd.) 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-IRISH 
VOLUNTEERS. 


*Mr.  WILLUM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
Copy  presented,— of  Regulation  amend- !  S.):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
ing  Rule  382  of  the  Prison  Regulations  i  Treasury  if  he  is  aware  that  communi- 
with  respect  to  Interviews  between  |  cations  have  been  addressed  to  the  War 
Prisoners  awaiting  their  trial  and  their  "Office,  in  behalf  of  many  loyal  subjects 
Legal  Advisers  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  !  of  Her  Majestv  in  Ireland,  desiring  to  be 


Table. 

EDUCATION  (SCOTLAND). 

Copy  presented, — of  Minute  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education  in 
Scotland,  dated  5th  February,  1900,  rela- 
tive to  the  Minute  of  18th  May,  1899,  as 
to  the  application  of  Article  21  and 
Chapter  IX.  of  the  Code  of  1899  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  l^ble. 

PAPERS  LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  CLERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

1.  Charitable  Endowments  (London). — 
Further  Return  relative  thereto  [ordered 
2nd  August,  1894  ;  Mr.  Stevenson];  to  be 
printed.    [No.  32.] 

2.  Church  Temporalities  (Ireland). — 
Copy  of  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  upon  the  Account  of  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  in  respect  of 
Church  Temporalities  in  Ireland  for  the 
year  ended  31st  March,  1899  [by  Act],  to 
be  printed.   [No.  33.] 

3.  Irish  Land  Commission  (Account). — 
Copy  of  Report  of  the  Comptroller  and 
Auditor  General  upon  the  Account  of  the 
Irish  Land  Commission  for  the  year 
ended  31  st  March,  1899  [by  Act],  to  be 
printed.    [No.  34.] 

4.  Royal  University  of  Ireland. — Copy 
of  Accounts  of  Receipts  and  Expenditure 
of  the  Royal  University  of  Ireland  for 
the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1899,  to- 


permitted  to  enrol  themselves  as  volun- 
teers both  for  home  service  and  service 
in  South  Africa ;  whether  they  have  been 
informed  that  under  the  existing  law  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  cannot 
sanction  the  formation  of  such  corps ;  and 
whether,  as  more  than  one  thousand 
gentlemen  in  Belfast  alone  have  already 
come  forward  with  offers  of  serxnce,  in 
addition  to  such  offers  from  all  parts  of 
the  country,  he  will  take  immediate 
steps  to  remove  the  legal  disabilities 
which  prevent  these  patriotic  Irishmen 
from  becoming  soldiers  of  the  Queen. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  I  fully  recognise  the  spirit  of 
patriotic  loyalty  that  animates  the  gen- 
tlemen of  whom  my  hon.  friend  speaks, 
but  he  asks  the  Government  to  nuke  a 
change  in  the  settled  policy  of  this 
country  that  certainly  we  could  not 
make  without  much  greater  consideration 
than  we  have  hitherto  been  able  to  give 
to  it. 

Mb.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny, 
N.) :  Are  there  any  legal  disabilities  to 
prevent  those  men  enlisting  in  the 
ordinary  way,  and  going  out  to  fight  in 
South  Africa?  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  instruct  the  recruiting  officers 
to  try  and  enlist  them  1 

[No  answer  was  given.]  . 
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Mk  WILUAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
£.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether,  in  view  of  the  almost 
complete  withdrawal  of  troops  from 
Ireland,  the  Government  will  consider 
the  expediency  of  authorising  without 
further  delay  the  formation  of  volunteer 
corps  throughout  that  country,  following 
the  precedent  of  1782. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  abeady 
answered  that  question. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  Do  not 
the  people  of  Ireland  regard  it  as  an 
insult  that  they  are  refused  permission  to 
bear  arms  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

SIR  WILLIAM  BUTLER  AND  SIR 
ALFRED  MILNER. 

Mr-  WARNER  (Lichfield,  Stafford- 
shire) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  whether  General  Sir  William 
Butler  objected  to  the  detachment  from 
the  defensive  forces  for  Cape  Colony  of 
troops  for  the  occupation  of  Kimberley, 
on  the  urgent  request  of  Sir  Alfred 
Miiner  that  Kimberley  should  be  held ; 
and  whether  this  objection  by  Sir  William 
Butler  was  the  cause  of  the  friction 
between  him  and  Sir  Alfred  Miiner. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  There  is  no 
foundation  for  the  suggestion  in  either 
paragraph  of  the  Eon.  Gentleman's 
question. 

Mr.  WARNER :  Is  it  untrue,  or  does 
not  the  Government  know  T 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  asked 
of  the  Colonial  Office  and  of  the  War 
Office,  and  neither  of  them  have  in  their 
reports  the  slightest  statement  which 
would  warrant  the  hon.  Gentleman  in 
putting  that  question. 

CONTEMPLATED  MILITARY 
MEASURES. 

Mr.  WARNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  Tie  would,  in  con- 
sideration of  the  great  anxiety  that  pre- 
vails in  the  country,  mi^e  some  very 
short  and  general  statement  aa  to  the 
military  preparations  bein^  made  by  the 
Government  at  once ;  or,  if  that  l>e  im- 
possible, if  he  will  lay  such  a  statement 


upon  the  Table  now,  and  before  the  . 
present  debate  is  conduded. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  have  already 
answered  this  question,  and  pointed  out 
to  the  House  that  it  would  be  not  only 
unusual,  but  inconvenient  and  almost  un- 
constitutional, to  interrupt  the  debate  on 
the  Address  in  reply  to  the  Queen's 
Speech  by  any  such  method  as  the  hon. 
Gfentleman  suggests. 

UITLANDER  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  ALLAN  (Gateshead) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether,  early  last  October, 
Sir  Walter  Hely  Hutchinson,  Governor 
of  Natal,  reported  to  Her  Majesty's 
Government  that  he  had  received  an  offer 
from  the  Chairman  of  the  Refugee 
Uitlander  Committee  of  75,000  able- 
bodied  men  who  were  willing  to  be  enrolled 
as  Colonial  Volunteers ;  what  reply  was 
returned  by  the  Governor  to  the  deputa- 
tion ;  and  whether  any  steps  had  oeen 
taken  to  enrol  these  recruits  for  active 
service. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  number  75,000  is 
obviously  a  mistake,  and  on  the  10th 
October  Sir  W.  Hely  Hutchinson  reported 
an  offer  of  3,000  by  the  Refugee  Uitlander 
Council.  He  informed  the  deputation 
that  he  would  ask  me  to  recommend  the 
enrolment  of  1,000,  and  on  16th  October 
he  was  informed  that  the  General  Officer 
conunanding  had  received  instructions 
accordingly. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) ;  Can  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  say  how  many 
Uitlanders  are  enrolled  for  active  service  1 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Yes ;  I  can 
state  the  number  if  notice  is  given  of  the 
question.  Some  thousands ;  but  I  cannot 
say  exactly  without  notice. 

J  \MESON  RAID— THE  RHODES- 
HAWKSLEY  CORRESPONDENCE, 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  whether  he  has  copies  of  the 
letters  that  were  exchanged  between  him- 
self and  the  Solicitor  oi  the  Chartered 
Company  of  South  Africa  in  connection 
with  certain  telegrams  sent  to  him  for 
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confidential  perusal  and  return ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  if  those  letters 
might  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of  the 
House  without  cutriment  to  the  public 
interest. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  must 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer 
which  I  gave  in  debate  on  the  19th 
October.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
that. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  :  What  was  the 
answer  1  Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
repeat  it t 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  No.  I 
prefer  to  let  the  answer  speak  for  itself. 

ARTILLERY  STRENGTH. 

Mr.  WARNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  what 
steps  are  being  taken  to  bring  the  pro- 
portion of  ^ns  up  to  the  standard  of 
foreign  armies  for  our  troops  engaged  in 
the  war ;  and  what  steps  are  being  taken 
to  supply  field  batteries  at  home  to  re- 
place those  that  have  been,  and  will  have 
to  be,  sent  abroad. 

*The  under  -  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
Dover) :  In  reply  to  the  first  paragraph 
I  have  to  say  that  the  artillery  with  the 
fighting  line  of  our  army  in  South  Africa 
is  up  to  continental  standards.  The 
general  statement  about  to  be  made  will 
include  a  reply  to  the  question  in  the 
second  paragraph. 

DEFECTIVE  AVEBLEY  CARTRIDGES. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  ball  cartridges  for 
Webiey  pistols,  manufactured  between 
February  and  April  of  last  year  and 
issued  to  the  Army,  were  found  to  be  so 
defective  as  to  be  useless  ;  and,  if  so, 
when  the  discovery  was  made  and  what 
steps  were  taken  to  remedy  the  defect. 

*Mr.  wyndham  :  Some  of  the  ball 
cartridges  for  Webiey  pistols  supplied  by 
one  contractor  between  February  and 
April,  1899,  were  reported  as  being  de- 
fective, and  orders  were  immediately 
issued  for  the  destruction  of  all  cartridges 
of  this  particular  contract.    In  justice  to 
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the  Webiey  Company  it  may  be  mentioned 
that  they  do  not  supply  pistol  ammuni- 
tion. 

SHOOTING    OF    BRITISH  SUBJECrrs 
COMMANDEERED  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

Colonel    PRYCEJONES  (Mont- 

fomery  Boroughs) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Tnder  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Afiairs  whether  the  attention  of  Tier 
Majesty's  Government  has  been  called  to 
the  following  item  in  the  list  of  deaths 

Sublished  onTuesday  last,  the  30th  ultimo: 
I'Lachlan.— On  Christmas  Day,  shot  in 
the  Market  Square,  Harrismith,  Orange 
Free  State,  for  refusing  to  fight  against  his 
own  countrymen,  John  M'l^hlan,  junior, 
aged  30,  eldest  son  of  John  M'Lachlan,  of 
Wandsworth,  and  grandson  of  the  late  John 
M'Lachlan,  of  Lambeth  " ;  whether  two 
other  Englishmen  were  shot  on  the  same 
Christmas  Day,  at  the  same  time  and  in 
the  same  place  and  on  the  same  charge  ; 
and  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government 
are  taking  any  and  what  steps  in  respect 
of  this  matter,  and  for  the  protection  of 
British  subjects  resident  on  British  soil  in 
the  district  in  Cape  Colony  named  BaiUy 
West,  commandeered  by  the  Boers,  from 
a  like  fate. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnanon- 
shire,  Eifion) :  Before  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  answers,  may  I  ask  if  he  has 
any  information  that  these  men  were 
burghers  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  and 
whether  they  were  not  shot  for  refusing 
to  fi^ht  for  their  country  against  the 
enemies  of  their  country  1 

Colonel  MIL  WARD  (Stratford-upon- 
Avon)  :  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  able  to  confirm  the  infor- 
mation received  in  this  country  that 
John  M'Lachlan,  junior,  and  two  other 
British  subjects  were  shot  in  the  Market 
Square,  Harrismith,  upon  Christmas  Day- 
last,  for  refusing  to  fight  against  this 
country ;  and  whether  there  were  any 
circumstances  tending  to  exonerate  the 
authorities  of  the  Ottuige  Free  State 
in  this  matter. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  am  asked 
by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  AJTairs  to  reply  to  the  question 
of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
I  the  Montgomery  Boroughs,  and  I  shall 
I  answer  at  the  same  time  the  question 
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wldressed  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  the  Stratford-on-Avon  Division  of 
Warwickshire.  I  have  made  inquiry 
t>y  telegraph,  and  I  have  received  a 
telegram  from  the  Grovemor  of  Natal, 
dated  yesterday,  to  the  following  effect : 
— "  Report  appeared  in  the  press  here 
some  time  ago  and  was  subsequently  con- 
tradicted. I  know  oi  no  foundation  for 
report,  but  am  trying  to  obtain  informa- 
tion through  Harrismith  refugees  in  Natal 
if  any  can  be  found.  I  am  trying  to 
ascertain  on  what  authority  contradiction 
w;i.s  based."  The  answer  to  the  third 
part  of  the  question  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  Montgomery  Boroughs  is  that  Her 
Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Washington  has 
been  instructed  by  telegraph  to  ask  the 
United  States  Government  to  make  in- 
quiries into  the  matter  through  their 
consul  at  Pretoria. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  As 
the  (government  have  telegraphed  to 
Natal  with  regard  to  the  death  of  English- 
men, does  the  right  hou.  Gentleman  see 
any  objection  to  making  a  similar  inquiry 
with  regard  to  the  death  of  Irishmen  as 
to  which  we  have  been  unable  to  obtain 
any  satisfaction  from  the  War  Office  f 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBEKLAIK :  I  under- 
stand that  that  concerns  the  War  Office 
and  not  the  Colonial  Office. 

Mr,  T.  M.  HEALY :  How  is  it  the 
War  Office  refuses  while  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  is  willing  to  inquire  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

MAFEKING  STATION-MASTER. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Uuder  Secretanr  of  State  for  W^ar 
whether  Mr.  James  Quintan,  station- 
roaster  at  Mafeldng,  was  allowed,  before 
being  shot  by  order  of  Colonel  Baden- 
Powell,  to  write  a  letter  containing  a  vin- 
dication of  his  innocence,  addressed  to  an 
Irish  Member ;  was  this  letter  detained 
by  the  military  authorities,  or  can  the 
Government  say  what  has  become  of  it ; 
were  two  Irish  prisoners  also  shot  by 
order  of  Lord  Methuen,  without  trial ; 
and  will  the  Giovemment,  ^vith  a  view  to 
preventing  reprisals  by  the  opposing 
forces,  suggest  to  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  that  no  prisoners  in  safe  custody 
shonld  be  shot  without  I^al  formalities. 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  infoi» 
mation  in  regard  to  the  questions  raised 
by  the  first  three  paragraphs.  The 
Government  has  full  confidence  in  the 
discretion  of  the  Commander-in-Chief  in 
South  Africa. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Did  I  not  under- 
stand the  hon.  Gentleman  the  other  da^ 
to  say  he  would  make  some  inquiry  1  It 
is  strange  that  what  is  notorious  to  every- 
body else  should  not  be  so  to  the  Govern- 
ment. 

*Mr.  AYYNDHAM  :  That  which  is  said 
to  be  notorious  is  not  always  based  on 
evidence  to  which  careful  examination 
;  can  be  given.  I  must  ask  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  to  submit  a  prima  fade 
case  showing  he  has  gone  through  a  pre- 
liminary examination  of  the  evidence,  and 
then  careful  inquiry  shall  be  made.  On 
mere  report,  however  notorious,  I  do  not 
think  we  are  justified  in  interrupting  the 
work  of  Lord  Koberts  and  troubling  him 
with  questions. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  May  I  ask  the 
hon.  Gentleman  whether  he  considers 
statements  in  English  newspapers  at  the 
Cape  not  always  friendly  to  Irishmen  a 
prima  fade  case  % 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Certainly  not, 
until  we  know  the  circumstances  and  the 
authority  for  these  passages. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  If  Irishmen  ar« 
shot  by  English,  then  I  advise  the  Irish  to 
go  for  the  Enghsh. 


THE  CONNAUGHT  HANGERS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  his 

attention  has  been  called  to  the  letter  of  a 
soldier  in  the  Connaught  Rangers,  stating 
that  their  major  was  to  be  court-martialled 
for  remonstrating  against  the  unnecessary 
exposure  of  his  men ;  is  there  any  founda- 
tion for  this  allegation ;  and  what  is  the 
name  of  the  gallant  officer. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  There  is  no  know- 

ledge  in  the  War  Office  of  any  such  court 
martial,  or  of  any  intention  of  holding  it. 
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•    IMPERIAL  LIGHT  HORSE  EQUIP- 
MENT. 

Mr.  HEDDEBWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
will  he  explain  why  the  request  of  the 
troopers  of  the  Imperial  Light  Horse  of 
South  Africa  to  the  War  Office  to  be  per- 
mitted to  have  Mauser  pistols  as  part  of 
their  equipment,  accompanied  by  an  offer 
to  pay  for  the  weapons  out  of  their  own 
pockets,  was  refused  by  the  War  Office ; 
and  whether  the  troopers  in  question  have 
since  been  armed  with  Mauser  pistols. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  War  Office  did 
not  refuse  permission.  On  the  contrary,  it 
did  what  it  could  to  facilitate  the  trans- 
mission to  Natal  of  the  revolvers  which 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  Imperial 
Light  Horse  had  ordered  from  a  private 
firm. 

SOMERSETSHIRE  VOLUNTEERS. 

Colonel  WYNDHAM  MURBAY 
(Bath)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  since  the 
Volunteer  rifle  regiments  of  the  county 
of  Somerset  were  called  upon  to  supply  a 
company  to  join  the  regular  county  regi- 
ment in  South  Africa,  about  100  men 
have  passed  the  required  tests ;  whether, 
as  this  number  was  somewhat  under  the 
numbers  required,  the  company  has  now 
been  disbanded ;  whether  this  decision 
can  be  reconsidered,  and  the  services  of 
these  men  who  have  come  forward  for 
active  service  accepted,  and  the  company 
mobilised  at  once ;  and,  whether,  in 
order  to  make  up  the  few  required,  some 
modifications  of  the  regulations  can  be 
made  in  the  direction  of  accepting  one 
year  men,  or  second  class  shots  who  have 
in  previous  years  been  in  a  higher  class 
in  shooting. 

The  following  question  on  the  same 
subject  also  appeared  on  the  paper  : — 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  (Somersetshire,  E.) : 
To  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  an  order  has  been  siven  for 
disbanding  the  men  of  the  Ist  Somerset 
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Volunteer  Light  Infantry,  who  have 
volunteered  for  active  service  in  South 
Africa,  after  they  have  gone  through  part 
of  their  training;  if  he  will  state  how 
many  volunteered  in  the  first  instance, 
and  how  many  were  rejected  by  the 
medical  officers ;  if  men  who  had  served 
in  the  Army  were  rejected  because  they 
had  served  less  than  two  years  with  the 
Volunteers ;  what  notice  was  ^ven  of  the 
proposed  dlsbandment ;  and  if  it  is  pro- 
posed to  disband  all  companies  which  do 
not  come  up  to  the  required  strength, 
without  giWng  the  men  the  option  of 
serving  in  other  companies. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  In  answering  this 
question  I  should  like  at  the  same  time 
to  reply  to  the  question  asked  by  the 
Member  for  Somerset,  East.  The  number 
of  men  who  actually  passed  the  tests  was 
90,  and,  though  some  additional  volun- 
teers came  forward,  the  total  still  fell 
short  of  116,  the  required  number.  The 
formation  of  the  company  was,  accord- 
ingly, not  proceeded  with.  It  is 
evidently  desirable  that  the  strength  of 
companies  in  the  field  should  be  as  uni- 
form as  possible,  but  the  Secretary  of 
State  has  decided  that  in  cases  where  the 
deficiency  in  number  is  inconsiderable, 
special  arrangements  for  making  it  good 
may  be  sanctioned ;  each  case  will  be 
dealt  with  on  its  merits.  The  Somerset- 
shire Light  Infantry  Volunteers  are  3,000 
strong,  and  the  number  required  to  form 
a  company  of  the  proper  strength  was 
only  3|  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE :  Has  the  formation 
of  the  company  been  authorised  to  pro- 
ceed t 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM :  This  is  one  of  the 
cases  to  which  favourable  consideration 
has  been  given. 

CASUALTIES  IN  VOLUNTEER  FORCES 
IN  SOUTH  AFRICA. 

Mr.  THORNTON  (Clapham> :  X  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  a  complete  record  of  all 
accredited  volunteers  outside  the  ReguUr 
Arm^  who  have  been  killed,  wounded, 
missmg  or  taken  prisoners  in  South 
Africa  reaches  the  War  Office  imd  is 
officially  published ;  and  if  all  such 
volunteers  have  a  distinguishing  number 
or  mark  whereby  they  can  be  i^mtified. 
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*Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  All  casualties  in 
local  forces  in  South  Africa  are  published 
hy  the  War  Office  as  soon  as  reported  by 
the  general  in  command.  We  have  no 
knowledge  oi  the  detailed  arrangements 
of  the  local  forces,  hut  from  we  lists 
which  have  already  appeared  there  would 
seem  to  be  ample  means  of  identification. 

FORAGE  CONTBACTS. 
♦Mr.  JEFFREYS  (Hampshire,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
War  Office  whether  very  little  hay  and 
straw  grown  in  the  United  Kingdom  is 
supplied  to  the  troops  in  South  Africa ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  both  hay  and 
straw  can  be  purchased  in  this  country  at 
abnamaaUy  low  prices ;  and  whether,  in 
future  contracts,  opportunities  will  be 
given  to  producers  in  this  country  to 
tender  for  the  required  supplies. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
WiLLiAHS,  Birmingham,  S.) :  Producers  of 
hay  in  this  country  have  full  opportunity 
of  tendering  for  supplies,  but  they  are  not 
as  a  rule  able  to  deliver  hay  sufficiently 
compressed,  nor  is  home-grown  hay  ordi- 
narily fitted  to  undergo  successfully  the 
heat  of  the  South  African  climate  and 
the  conditions  of  the  sea  voyage.  More- 
over, the  military  authorities  who  are 
responsible  for  supplies  in  the  present 
campaign  require  large  quantities  of  cer- 
tain descriptions  of  forage  which  cannot 
be  obtiuned  in  Great  Britain,  and  the 
Secretary  of  State  is  not  prepared  to  in- 
terfere with  their  discretion  in  the  matter. 
Straw  does  not  form  of  the  field 

service  forage  ration.  The  Department  is 
not  paying  more  for  supplies  of  hay  for 
the  Cape  than  the  prices  at  which  home 
producers  have  tendered. 

BAD  HAY  FOR  THE  KOYAL 

DRAGOONS. 

Sir  CAMERON  GULL  (Devonshire, 
Barnstaple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
it  is  a  fact  that  a  large  quantity 
of  hay  for  the  use  of  the  Royal 
Dragoons  was  shipped  on  the  *'  Manchester 
Port "  in  October  last  in  a  damp  and 
dangerous  condition,  and  whether  such 
hay  was  previously  passed  by  a  Govern- 
ment inspector ;  and  if  so,  whether  any, 
and  if  so  what,  steps  have  been  taken  in 
the  matter. 


Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  A 
considerable  portion  of  the  bay  referred 
to  was  bad.  The  greater  part  of  it  had 
previously  been  examined  in  the  ricks 
and  approved.  It  was  not,  when  being 
shipped,  properly  examined  by  the  person 
actmg  as  local  superintendent  for  the 
supply  reserve  depdt.  This  officer  has 
been  dismissed.  The  contractors  have 
been  struck  off  the  list^  and  the  officer 
generally  responsible  for  inspection  has 
been  censured. 

TRANSPORT  RETURN. 
Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Abeideenshire,  E.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  whether  he  will  include  in  the 
promised  Return  of  the  Transports  for 
South  Africa  the  rate  per  ton  per  month, 
and  other  particulars  contained  in  the 
similar  returns  of  1884  and  1886. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GOSCHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  For  obvious  reasons  it 
would  be  injudicious  to  publish  the  rates 
for  ships  taken  up  by  the  Admiralty 
while  we  have  to  continue  to  charter 
ships.  I'he  returns  quoted  by  the  hon. 
Member  were  not  presented  until  the 
conclusion  of  the  operations  for  which  the 
vessels  were  engaged.  When  the  trans- 
actions connected  with  the  chartering  of 
ships  for  the  operations  in  South  Africa 
are  concluded,  it  will  of  course  be  our 
duty  to  furnish  full  particulars  on  the 
subject. 

THE  TRANSPORT  "JELUNGA." 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  a  number  of 
invalids  and  500  women  and  children, 
the  wives  and  families  of  soldiers  in 
South  Africa,  were  landed  at  South- 
ampton on  the  15th  December  from  the 
transport  "  Jelunga " ;  whether  the 
women  and  children  were  in  a  destitute 
condition  :  whether  any  nurse  was  on. 
board,  and  whether  six  children  died  of 
cold  and  exposure ;  whether  10  women 
and  36  children,  the  wives  and  children 
of  the  men  of  the  18th  Hussars  and  6th 
Lancers,  on  reaching  London  on  disem- 
barkation from  the  "Jelunga,"  had  to- 
pass  the  night  in  the  railway  station  at 
Waterloo  because  there  was  no  train  to 
take  them  to  Canterbury;  and  what 
explanation,  if  any,  has  the  Secretary  of 
State  to  give  of  this  incident. 
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Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  About  500  wives 
and  children  of  soldiers  were  landed  from 
the  transport  "  Jelunga."  They  were  not 
in  a  destitute  condition,  but  they  were 
in  a  very  neglected  condition,  owing  to  the 
want  of  a  sufficient  staff  on  board  to  look 
after  them.  It  would,  Tio  doubt,  have 
been  difficult  for  the  General  Officer  com- 
manding at  Cape  Town  to  provide  a 
sufficient  staff,  but  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  i8  of  opinion  that  proper 
care  was  not  taken,  and  a  reprimand  has 
been  accordingly  sent  to  Cape  Town.  No 
nurse  was  on  board.  Six  children  died 
in  the  course  of  the  voyage ;  they  did 
not  die  of  cold  and  exposure,  since  they 
died  in  the  tropics.  The  women  were 
periodically  asked  throughout  the  voyage 
whether  they  had  any  complaints  to 
make,  and  they  made  none  on  the  subject 
of  their  accommodation.  The  staff 
officer  at  Southampton  and  the  officer  of 
the  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Families  Associa- 
tion made  every  effort  to  help  the  women 
on  their  ^arrival ;  all  were  asked  if  they 
wanted  money,  and  all  said  they  had  it. 
Ten  women  and  36  children  had  to  spend 
the  night  at  Waterloo  because  the  London 
and  South- Western  train  arrived  too  late 
to  admit  of  their  catching  the  train  to 
Canterbury.  Ihaveansverai  this  question 
at  length  because  the  Secretaty  of  State 
reganu  the  incident  as  most  regrettable, 
And  is  anxious  that  it  should  be  fully 
explained  to  the  House.  As  I  have  said, 
«are  has  been  taken  to  impress  upon  those 
concerned  the  necessity  of  avoiding  such 
mistakes  in  future. 


NAVAL  WAR  DESPATCHES. 

Commander  YOUNG  (Berkshire, 
Wokingham) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Admiralty  whether  any  de- 
spatches have  been  received  from  the 
officers  in  command  of  the  Naval  Brigade 
describing  the  proceedings  of  that  brigade 
jit  the  battle  of  Graspan  and  the  battle  of 
Colenso;  if  so,  when  will  such  despatches 
be  published  in  the  same  way  as  the  mili- 
tary despatches  relating  to  those  battles 
have  been  published. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  Yes,  such  despatches 
ha^  e  been  received,  transmitted  through 
the  Naval  Commander-in-Chief.  It  is 
jjtill  uncertain  whether  copies  were  sent 
to  Lord  Methnen  and  General  BuUer, 
under  whose  orders  the  actions  in  ques- 
tion were  fought,  but  I  am  trying  to 


ascertain  this  by  telegraph.  I  have  eveiy 
hope  that  it  will  be  possible  to  publish 
these  despatches  in  the  course  of  a  day  or 
two. 

EXPENDITURE  ON  INDIAN  TROOPS. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether  the 
whole  of  the  expenses  of  the  Indian 
troops  in  Mauritius,  Ceylon,  Singapore, 
and  elsewhere  outside  the  frontier  of 
India,  owing  to  the  South  AfricaD  War, 
will  be  borne  by  the  British  Exchequer. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  The  whole  of  the  expenses  of 
the  Indian  troops  in  Mauritius,  Ceylon, 
Singapore,  and  elsewhere  outside  the 
frontier  of  India  will  be  debited  to 
Imperial  revenues. 

AMMUNITION    FOR  VOLUNTEER 
PRACTICE. 

Me.  WARNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 

Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  there 
is  a  scarcity  of  ammunition  for  practising 
purposes  in  this  country;  and  whether 
the  troops  going  to  the  front,  such  as 
Volunteers,  Imperial  Yeomanry,  and 
other  corps,  have  not  been  able  to  get 
enough  to  practise  with  while  waiting  in 
England  for  final  organisation  and 
embarkation. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  scarcity 
of  ammunition  for  practice.  Arrange- 
ments have  been  made  for  issuing  to 
Yeomanry  and  Volunteers  a  sufficient 
quantity  for  practising  before  embarka- 
tion. 

COAL   SUPPLY  FOR  NATIONAL 
REQUIREMENTS. 

GSNKRAL  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the'  First  Lord  of  the  A<lmi- 
ralty  whether  his  attention  has  I)een 
called  to  the  statement  that  a  firm  in 
Cardiff  has  contracted  to  supply  a  foreign 
Government  with  400,000  tons  of  coal ; 
and  whether,  in  view  of  this  large  order, 
means  will  be  taken  to  secure  that  a  suffi- 
cient reserve  of  coal  be  retained  in  this 
country  for  any  possible  requirements  of 
the  British  Navy. 

Mr.  GOSGHEN:  My  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  the  rumour  that  a  firm  in  Cardiff 
has  contracted  to  supply  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment with  400,000  tons  of  coal,  but 
diligent  inquiries  at  Cardiff  have  so  far 


Digitized  by 


1 


577 


Queslions. 


{5  February  1900} 


578 


not  resulted  in  any  confirmation  of  the 
statement.  I  need  scarcely  say,  whether 
the  statement  is  correct  or  not,  the  sub- 
ject of  assuring  to  ourselves  sufficient 
supplies  of  coal  for  naval  requirements  is 


ALLIANCE  RUMOURS. 
Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  has  any  papers  to  lay  upon 
the  Table  or  any  statement  to  make  as 


one  which  is  never  out  of  the  mind  of  the  [  to  the  progress  of  the  ne^tiations  for 
Board  of  Admiralty.  _  i 


the  conclusion  of  a  triple  alliance  between 
Great  Britain,  the  United  States,  and 
Germany,  announceu.  by  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies  at  Leicester  on 
29th  November  last. 


GIBRALTAR. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (SuflFoIk,  Eye) :  I 
l>ex  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Co]  ioDies  whether  he  is  now  able  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  the  recommenda 
tions  of  the  Committee  of  Investigation 
which  collected  evidence  at  Gibraltar  in 
the  summer  of  1898  uritb  respect  to  the 
insanitary  condition  of  that  town  and 

fortress;    and    what    measures  Her     

Majesty's  Government  propose  to  adopt,  '•  ateurd  s^estions  ? 
*-  the  interests  of  the  health  of  the 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  No  such  state- 
ment was  ever  made  by  my  right  hon. 
friend. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Is  it 

with  the  cognisance  of  the  Cabinet  that 
the    Colonial    Secretary   makes  these 


in 

ixaval  and  military  forces  at  Gibraltar, 
for  the  compulsory  demolition  of  build- 
ings which  have  been  condemned  by  the 
local  medical  authorities,  for  the  improve- 
ment of  the  drainage  scheme,  for  the 
prevention  of  the  granting  of  leases  of 
Government  land  to  syndicates  formed 
by  building  speculators  and  rack-renters, 
and  for  the  provision  of  recreation  grounds 
for  the  use  of  soldiers  and  sailors  serving 
at  that  station. 

Mr.    J.   CHAMBERLAIN:    I  in- 


[No  answer  was  given.] 
WAIMA. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Aflairs  what  progress  has  been  made 
with  the  Waima  arbitration. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS 
(Mr.  Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Ne- 


formed  the  hon.  Member  on  the  24tb  got»ations  are  still  prooeedmg  for  arbitrn- 
April  last,  that  the  report  of  the '  tion  on  this  and  other  West  Afncan 
Committee  was  confidential  and  that  it ,  claims,  but  I  am  not  yet  m  a  position  to 
was  not  intended  to  publish  it.  The  announce  an  agreement  as  to  the  terms, 
health  of  Gibraltar  is  good ;  the  death- 1 
rate  for  1898  was  only  17.79  per  1,000. 
The  remodelling  of  the  whole  drainage  of : 
the  fortress  was  concluded  early  last  year,  [ 
and  I  have  uo  reason  to  believe  that  any-  i 
thing  farther  is  required.  The  Sanitary 
Commissioners  have  already  sufficient 
powers  for  dealing  with  insanitary  houses 
and  are  exercising  them  satisfactorily. 

I  have  no  information  as  to  any  Crown  \  boat  Institution  for  leave  to  use  the  tele- 
leases  having  been  granted  to  syndicates  phonic  coast  communication,  if  necessary, 
of  building  speculators  and  rack-renters.  |  in  connection  with  the  usual  practices  of 
The  practice  has  always  been,  if  possible,  j  their  lifeboats  ;  and  if  so,  whether  anv 
to  renew  leases  to  the  former  holders,  or  and  what  answer  has  been  given  to  sucli 
if  they  were  not  applicants  to  put  them  request, 
up  for  public  competition.    There  is  no 

space  available  on  the  limited  part  of  the  Thb  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
rock  not  reserved  for  military  purposes  thb  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
for  the  provision  of  further  recreation  ton) :  After  a  personal  discussion  between 
grounds,  nor,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  .  representatives  of  the  Life  Boat 
Any  recommendation  been  made  to  that  Institution  and  the  Post  Office,  thu 
«fiect.  i  Postmaster  General  replied  on  the  8th 


ROYAL  NATIONAL  LIFEBOAT  INSTI- 
TUTION. -  TELEPHONIC  COMMU- 
NICATION. 

Sir  CAMERON  GULL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
a  request  has  been  made  to  the  Post  Office 
authorities  by  the  Royal  National  Life- 
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ultimo  that  he  did  not  see  his  way  to 
transmit  free  of  charge  telegrams  which 
were  for  purposes  of  practice  only.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Institution  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  this  letter  and  stated  that 
it  would  be  submitted  to  his  Committee. 

TELEGRAPHIC  CHARGE  ANOMALIES. 

Mr.  HENNIKER  HEATON  (Canter- 
bury) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  recent 
instructions  have  been  issued  to  telegraph 
masters  and  those  in  charge  of 
telegraph  offices  to  charge  "  M.P." 
as  two  words  but  "p.m."  as 
one  word,  althoufb  the  practice  has 
been  to  charge  '*  M-P."  as  one  word ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  "  steam- 
ship "  is  charged  as  one  word  but  "  8.8." 
as  two  wonu,  that  "Saint  Peter"  is 
charged  as  two  words  but  "  St.  Peter  "  as 
one  word  in  inland  telegrams,  and  that 
"  St.  Cloud  "  is  charged  as  two  words  in 
foreign  telegrams  but  "  Suint  Cloud " 
is  charged  as  one  word  in  foreign 
telegrams ;  and  whether  he  will  permit 
"  Charing  Cross "  to  go  as  one  word  in 
inland  t^egrams. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  All  combinations  of 
letters  which  are  in  the  nature  of  cipher 
are  now  charged  for  at  the  rate  of  five 
letters  to  a  word.  In  the  case  of  all  other 
letters  not  being  words  in  any  European 
language  or  in  Latin  each  letter  is  charged 
for.  M.P.  is  treated  in  precisely  the  same 
way  as  K.C.B.,  G.C.M.G.,  etc.  The 
answer  to  the  second  paragraph  is  yes, 
and  to  the  third  na 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  {Lynn  Regis) : 
Does  the  Postmaster  Geneiul  mean  to 
imply  that  a  Member  of  Parliament  is 
only  a  cipher  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY:  No;  it  is  because 
he  is  not  a  cipher  that  he  is  charged  the 
ordinary  rate. 

TELEGRAPHIST'S  SICK  LEAVE. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretf^  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master General,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
a  female  telegraphist  of  the  Western 
District  Office,London,  visited  Dr.  Mason, 
the  official  medical  officer,  on  18th  De- 
cember, and,  whilst  admitting  she  was 


suffering  from  a  severe  cold,  stated  she 
could  perform  her  duties;  that,  on  the 
same  day.  Dr.  Oswald,  of  Brixton,  who 
has  been  in  attendance  on  the  telegraphist 
for  some  time,  certified  she  had  bronchial 
catarrh  and  debility,  and  ordered  her  to 
remain  indoors ;  and  that,  although  Dr. 
Oswald  afterwards  extended  the  certifi- 
cate till  28th  December,  the  telegraphist 
has  been  reported  and  punished  with  the 
loss  of  two  days'  pay  for  remaining  from 
office  during  this  period  ;  whether  it  can 
be  stated  why  the  Post  Office  official 
declines  to  accept  the  certificate  of  a  well- 
known  practitioner ;  and  whether  the 
Postmaster  General  will  personally  in- 
vestigate the  circumstances  which  have 
led  to  the  telegraphist  being  condemned 
for  malingering  though  only  acting  in 
obedience  to  medical  instructions. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  In  the  opinion  of 
the  Medical  Officer  of  the  Western  Dis- 
trict, who  saw  the  telegraphist  in  question 
on  the  18th  and  23rd  of  December,  her 
state  of  health  on  those  days  was  not 
such  as  to  require  her  to  remain  at  home  ; 
but  as  Dr.  Oswald,  who  saw  her  on  the 
26th,  was  of  a  contrary  opinion,  the  Post- 
master General  has  thought  it  right  to 
give  her  the  benefit  of  the  doubt^  and  her 
pay  for  the  two  days  in  question  has  been 
allowed. 

ENNISCORTHY  POST  OFFICE. 
Mr.  THOMAS  J.  HEALY  (Wexford, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  what  is  the  cause  ctf  the  delay  in 
commencing  the  building  of  the  proposed 
new  post  office  in  Enniscorthy ;  and  if  he 
can  state  when  the  work  is  likely  to  be 
begun. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  When  tenders  wer« 

obtained  for  the  new  Post  Office  building 
at  Enniscorthy,  the  lowest  one  was  so 
much  in  excess  of  the  authorised  expendi- 
ture that  it  was  necessary  to  recast  the 
plans  with  a  view  to  rwiucing  the  ex- 
pense. The  Board  of  Public  Works 
express  the  hope  that  the  new  building 
will  be  begun  in  April  next. 

TELEGRAPHIC  ADDRESS 
REGULATIONS. 

Colonel  PEYCEJONES:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  re- 

E resenting  the  Postmaster  General,  will 
e  explain  why,  at  certain  tel^raph 
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offices,  telegrams  addressed  to  Newtown  ! 
in  accordance  with  the  Postal  Guide  are  ' 
refused  unless  the  name  of  the  coiuity  I 
is  added.  I 

Mr,  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster  I 
General  is  not  aware  that  telegrams  for  | 
Xewtowii  in  the  comity  of  Montgomery  j 
are  refused    unless  the  name  of  the  i 
county  is  added.    The  name  of  the ' 
county  is  not  necessary  in  that  case,  as  | 
there  is  no  other  head  post  office  of  the  | 
same  name.    If  the  hon.  Member  will  i 
bring  to  the  Postmaster  General's  notice 
any  case  in  which  the  addition  of  the 
name  of  the  county  has  1>een  insisted 
upon,  inquiry  will  be  made  in  the  matter. 

CoLONEt  PRYCEJONES  :  I  beg  to 
tell  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  I  had  a  case 
this  very  morning. 

Mr.  speaker  :  Older,  order  I  The 
hon.  Member  may  put  a  question,  but  not 
make  a  statement. 


DUBUX  MUSEUM-REMOVAL  OF 
OBJECTS  OF  ART. 

Sir  T.  G.  ESMONDE  (Kerry,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  a 
number  of  objects  of  art  are  being 
removed  from  the  Dublin  Museum  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Museum  at  South  Ken- 
sington ;  and  if  so,  for  what  reason ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  expense  incurred 
by  the  Dublin  Museum  in  proWdiiig  for 
the  exhibition  of  these  objects,  they  will 
be  allowed  to  remain  in  Dublin. 

*The  vice-president  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  I  can  assure  the  hon.  Member 
that  no  objects  of  art  are  being  or  have 
been  removed  from  the  Dublin  Museum 
except  those  referred  to  in  my  answer 
last  week. 


DEPARTMENTAL  COMMITTEE  OX  THE 
EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 

Colonel  WYNDHAM  MURRAY :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  ou  Education 
whether  the  terms  of  reference  of  the 
Dqiartmental  Committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  reorganisation  of  the  Educa- 
tion Department  and  the  Science  and  Art 
Department  have  been  enlarged  since  its 
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appointment  in  July  last ;  whether  the 
present  terms  of  reference  cover  the  ques- 
tion of  the  organisation  requisite  for 
carrying  out  the  new  duties  which  in 
April  next  devolve  upon  the  Board  of 
Education  under  Clauses  2  and  3  of  the 
Board  of  Education  Act ;  and  whether  he 
will  communicate  to  the  House  the  present 
terms  of  reference  of  the  Departmental 
Committee. 

*SlR  J.  GORST  :  The  answer  to  the  two 
first  paragraphs  is  in  the  affirmative. 
In  answer  to  the  third  paragraph,  if  the 
hon.  and  r^allant  Alember  will  move  I 
shall  be  happy  to  lay  them  upon  the  Table. 

CONGESTED  RELIEF  (SCOTLAND) 
ACT. 

*Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Lord  Advocate  what  balance,  if  any, 
of  the  sums  of  money  granted  by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  purposes  of  the  Congested 
Districts  Belief  (Scotland)  Act  is  in  hand ; 
and  what  sums  have  been  expended  upon 
the  principal  objects  of  the  Act — namel}', 
the  acquisition  of  cultivable  land  suitable 
for  croftess  and  the  extension  of  existing 
crofters'  holdings. 

*The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr.  A. 
Grauam  Murray,  Buteshire)  :  The 
balance  referred  to  by  the  hon.  Member 
was  on  the  31st  xUtimo  jE62,678  17s.  lOd. 
There  are,  however,  large  liabilities  by 
the  Congested  Districts  Board  for  grants 
promised,  upon  the  recommendation  of 
their  Agricultural  and  Works  Committees, 
on  fulfilment  of  certain  conditions,  amount- 
ing to  aliout  ^27,000.  In  respect  of 
migration  only  £1,451  has  been  actually 
paid,  but  negotiations  in  regard  to  the 
purchase  of  land  at  Bowe  Syre,  and  other 
places,  are  pending  which  may  involve 
the  Board  in  payments  of  JE18,000.  The 
Board  may  thus  be  called  upon  to  find 
£45,000  out  of  the  balance  in  hand.  I 
may  add  that  the  Board  consider  that  it 
is  much  better  to  proceed  with  caution 
than  by  precipitate  action  in  disreguid  of 
economic  conditions  to  risk  the  mtudng  of 
mistakes  which  would  defeat  the  purposes 
for  which  the  Board  was  established. 

WELSH  RAILWAY  DISPUTE. 
Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield.  Bri^t- 
side) :  I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the 
Bcnrd  of  ^^ide  whether,  in  view  of  tlie 
continued  refusal  of  the  Taff  Vale, 
Cardiff,  Barry,  and  Rhymney  Railway 
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Companies  to  meet  the  accredited  repre- 
sentatives of  their  employees  or  submit 
the  matters  in  dispute  to  arbitration,  he 
will  take  immediate  stejH  to  put  the  Con- 
dliation  Act  in  operation. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine)  (for  Mr.  Ritchie)  :  I 
trust  that  no  action  on  the  part  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  will  he  required  in  order 
to  induce  the  railway  companies  referred 
to  in  the  question  to  meet  the  accredited 
representatives  of  their  employees. 


WATERFOKD  AX1>  LIMEIUCK  RAIL- 
WAY DISPUTE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  whether  he  is  aware  that  three 
men,  named  O'Connell,  Jlurphy,  and 
Halpin,  were  recently  dismissed  from  the 
emjuoyment  of  the  Waterford  and 
Limerick  Railway  Company  because  of 
some  action  alleged  to  have  been  taken 
by  them  in  opposition  to  the  proposed 
sale  of  the  Waterford  and  Limerick  Rail- 
way to  the  Great  Southern  and  Western 
Railway  Company,  a  Bill  for  the  com- 
pletion of  whiw  is  now  before  Parliament ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  offence  of 
these  men  was  iiistigatetl  by  the  fear 
which  they  felt,  in  common  with  others, 
that  the  proposed  amalgamation  of  these 
railways  would  cuuae  the  works  in 
Limerick  to  be  closed  ;  and  whether  the 
Government  propose  to  take  any  action 
to  have  the  men  O'Connell,  Murphy,  and 
Halpin  restored  to  their  employment. 

Mr.  akers  DOUGLAS  (for  Mr. 
Ritchie^  :  The  Board  of  Trade  are  not 
in  a  position  to  take  any  action  in  the 
matt^  referr^  to,  but  I  have  received  a 
letter  from  the  chairman  of  the  Water- 
ford, Limerick,  and  Western  Railway 
Company,  which  I  shall  be  happy  to  show 
to  the  hon.  Member. 


r.OVERNMENT    METAL  PURCHASES. 

Mb.  WARNER :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financiid  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  if 
he  could  explain  how  the  purchase  of 
metals  by  tender  has  worked  nctter  than 
the  old  system  of  buying  through  a 
broker ;  and  whether  the  Government 
have  been  obliged  to  give  higher  prices 
in  consequence  of  the  new  system  without 


gaining  any  advantage  in  quality  or  other- 
wise. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL  \\1LLIAMS  :  The 
answer  to  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
question  is  in  the  negative.  The  contrary 
is  the  fact  This  statement  disposes  of 
the  first  paragraph  of  the  question. 

DINGLE  PIER. 
Sm  T.  G.  ESMONDE :  I  beg  to  a.sk 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  that 
several  accidents  have  taken  place  at 
Dingle  caused  by  the  insufficient  accom- 
mo^tion  afforded  by  the  pier  there,  and 
when  the  Congested  Districts  Board  in- 
tends to  proceed  with  the  work  of  widen- 
ing and  extending  it ;  whether  he  is  also 
aware  that  protection  is  badly  newied  ]>y 
the  fifty  canoes  engaged  in  the  fishing 
industry  in  SmorwicK  Harbour,  and  if  he 
will  use  his  influence  with  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  to  have  a  pier  or  slip  con- 
structed there  as  soon  as  possible ;  and  if 
he  can  state  when  the  work  of  construct- 
ing the  pier  at  Dunquin  will  l>e  proceeded 
with. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
■  N.) :  In  the  absence  of  my  right  hon. 
I  friend  I  will  reply  to  this  and  the  subse- 
'  quent  questions  which  are  addressed  to 
\  him  on  to-day's  Paper.    \Vith  regard  to 
the  pier  at  Dingle,  both  the  Harbour 
j  Boani  and  the  Rural  District  Council  have 
{  been  informed  that  before  considering  the 
application  for  a  grant  towards  the  cost 
!  of  extending  the.  pier,  the  Congested 
Districts  Board  wished  to  have  definite 
proposals  before  them  stating  what  local 
contribution  would  be  forthcoming  and 
what  the  entire  cost  would  be.  The 
Board  have  not  yet  received  this  informa- 
tion.   As  regards  the  slip  or  pier  at 
Smerwick,  the  Board  wilt  be  prepared  to 
consider  the  question  of  a  contribution 
towards  the  cost  of  that  work  upon  learn- 
ing from  the  County  Council  that  they 
\vill  carry  out  the  work  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  to  be  approval  by  the 
Board.    With  respect  to  the  pier  at 
Dunquin,  the  Board  have  not  vet  had  an 
opportunity  of  having  carnerl  out  the 
inspection  which  the  hon.  Mem1>cr  was  in- 
formed was  necessary  in  the  Boai-rl's  letter 
to  him  of  the  9th  May  last,  and  no  stcpe 
appear  to  have  been  taken  In  the  matt«r 
of  this  work  by  the  county  authorities. 
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RELIGIOUS  DISAUILITIES  IN 
IRELAND. 


Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loi-d 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  on  the  14th  instant  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, the  Lord  Justice  Fitzgibbou,  and 
the  Master  of  the  Bolls  were  sworn  Lonl 
Justices  for  the  Gk>vemment  of  Ireland 
during  the  absence  of  Lord  Cadogan,  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  ;  whetlier  he 
is  aware  that  Sir  K.  Martin  and  the  Right 
Hon.  J.  M.  Meade  were  also  present  but 
were  disqualified  from  acting  owing  to 
their  being  Roman  Catholics ;  and 
whether  he  will  advise  the  Government 
to  legislate  during  the  present  session  of 
Parliiunent  to  remove  the  religious  dis- 
abilities under  which  Roman  Catholics 
sufier  in  Ireland. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W, 
fiALFOUR) :  The  facts  are  as  stated  in  the 
first  and  second  paragraphs.  Under  the 
^visions  of  Section  12  of  the  Act  10th 
Geoi^e  IV.,  c,  7,  Roman  Catholics  are 
legally  disqualified  from  holding  the  office 
mentioned.  The  Government  cannot 
undertake  to  introduce  legislation  in  the 
present  session  in  the  direction  suggested 
in  the  third  paragraph. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  Consider- 
ing that  there  is  a  Bill  before  this  House 
to  remove  these  disabilities,  will  the 
Govenunent  give  it  their  stipport  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  That  question  should 
not  he  addressed  to  me. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Were  not  the 
gentlemen  who  were  sworn  in  as  Lords 
Justices  themselves  Roman  GathoHes  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  That  question  tloes 
not  arise.  By  law,  Roman  Catholics  are 
disqualified  for  the  «^ce. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Is  not  this 
disqualification  under  the  Act  which 
makes  all  priests  felons  f 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.)  :  Do  not 
the  Government  profess  in  England  to 
give  equal  rights  to  all  men,  irrespective 
«f  religion  1 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Are  not 
Catholics  good  enough  to  be  shot  down 
in  South  Africa  7 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Wkit  will 
Kruger  say  1 

Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order ! 


IRISH  HERRING  INDUSTRY. 

Mr.  flavin  :  I  l»g  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  o^  Ire- 
land whether  he  has  I'eceived  several 
resolutions,  including  one  from  the  Kerry 
County  Council,  dealing  with  the  question 
of  Grovernraent  brand  for  cured  Irish 
herrings ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
Government  brand  on  ciu*ed  herrings  is 
used  to  great  advantage  in  the  English 
and  Scotch  fishing  districts,  and  that  fish- 
ing is  one  of  Ireland's  greatest  industries, 
permission  will  be  given  to  use  the 
Government  braud  in  that  country,  so  as 
to  place  the  Irish  cured  herring  on  the 
same  level  with  that  of  Engliuid  and 
Scotland. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
BaltoI'R)  :  The  answer  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  affirmative.  Legislation 
would  be  necessary  in  order  to  authorise 
a  brand  for  herrings  in  Ireland,  such  as 
exists  in  Scotland,  though  not,  as  is 
assumed,  in  England.  It  is  desirable  that 
the  matter  should  be  considered  by  the 
new  Department  of  Agriculture  before 
the  Govemment  can  undertake  to  intro- 
duce such  legislation. 

Mr.  flavin  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  make  representations  with  a 
view  to  giving  equal  treatment  to  Ireland 
with  other  irartions  of  the  United  King- 
dom on  this  important  question,  or  is  this 
to  be  still  another  instance  of  unequal 
treatment  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


IRISH  LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  KATE 
ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  I  be^  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  in  the  case  of  how  many  unions 
did  the  Irish  Local  Government  Board  in- 
crease the  allow^ance  to  be  made  in 
respect  of  the  standard  rate  by  reason  of 
special  circumstances^  and  how  many 
applications  for  increased  allowance  on  toe 
standard  year  were  received. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  Local  Govenunent  Board 
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increased  the  i^sossment  of  the  standard 
year  under  Section  49  (1)  of  Local 
Government  Act  on  account  of  excep- 
tional circnmatances  in  forty  nine  unions. 
The  number  of  cases  in  which  definite 
application  for  an  increase  under  this  sec- 
tion were  made  to  the  Board  M-ere  fifty- 
six,  but  in  the  ease  of  alwut  twenty  other 
unions  resolutions  were  passed  of  an  in- 
definite character  demanding  general 
libera!  treatment  from  the  Loctd  Govern- 
ment Baird. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  am  obliged  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.  Perhaps  he 
will  grant  a  return,  as  great  interest  is 
felt  in  this  matter. 

KERRY  LAND  APPEALS. 
RIr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he'ia  aware  that  sittings  of 
the  Land  Commission  for  the  hearing  of 
appeals  is  arranged  for  several  districts  in 
Ireland  up  to  the  end  of  March,  1900; 
and  whether  he  is  aware  that  there  are  a 
number  of  appeals  awaiting  trial  in 
Kerry ;  and  if  so,  why  is  there  no  date 
fixed  for  that  county  by  the  Appeal  Land 
Court. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfouk)  :  The  answer  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  affirmative.  There  are 
ninety  cases  in  which  appeals  have  Iwen 
lodged  from  County  Kerry  but  have  not 
yet  been  listed  for  hearing.  In  twenty 
of  these  cases  the  notices  of  appeal  were 
received  during  last  month.  A  sitting 
for  the  hearing  of  appeals  from  County 
Kerry  will  1>e  arranged  in  due  course 
having  regard  to  the  prior  claims  of  other 
districts. 

Mr.  FLAVIN ;  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  why  County  Kerry  has 
been  so  neglected  in  this  matter  as  com- 
jpared  with  other  parts  of  Ireland  1 

Mn.  ATKINSON :  I  can  only  deny 
that  it  is  neglected. 

BELFAST  UNION. 

Mr.  M'CARTAN  (Down,  S.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  the  proceedings  of 
the  Belfast  Poor  Ijaw  Guaraians  at  their 
]  ast  weekly  meeting,  when  Miss  Carson, 


a  female  guardian,  complained  of  having 
caught  the  niece  of  one  of  the  employees 
carrying  out  in  a  basket  beef,  bread,  tea^ 
and  other  property  of  the  guardians,, 
without  leave  or  permission  from  the 
authorities ;  and  whether  he  can  say  if 
any  report  has  been  made  to  the  I^cal 
Government  Board,  what  are  the  detail^ 
and  what  steps  hare  been  taken  in  th» 
matter. 

Mk.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  \\\ 
Balfour):  The  attention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  directed  to 
the  facts  stated  in  the  first  paragraph. 
The  matter  has  been  finally  dealt  with  by 
the  guai-dians,  who,  on  receipt  of  a  report 
from  the  visiting  committer  called  upon 
the  employee  in  question  to  send  in  her 
resignation. 

SMALL  HOUSES  (ACQUISITION  OF 
OWNERSHIP)  BILL. 

Mb.  AUSTIN  (Limerick,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether,  in 

view  of  extending  the  provisions  of  the 
Small  Houses  (Acquisition  of  Ownership) 
Bill  to  the  rural  districts  in  Ireland,  steps- 
will  be  taken  to  empower  the  district 
coimcils  to  carry  out  such  a  measure. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  meaning  of  this  question 
is  not  quite  clpar.  District  coimcils  are 
already  empowed  to  carry  out  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Act,  and  in  November  last 
the  Local  Grovemment  Board  wrote  to 
every  county  and  district  council  ex- 
plaining veiy  fully  the  object  of  the 
measure  and  the  powers  of  the  council 
under  it,  as  well  as  the  procedure  to  be 
adopted  in  carrying  it  into  operation.  So- 
far  as  the  Board  are  at  present  aware, 
about  forty  district  cotincils  have 
adopted  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

LIFFORD  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE. 
Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  I  Ijeg  t«- 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  Hardman,  D.L., 
the  High  Sheriff  of  the  County  Donegal, 
with  a  posse  of  the  Royal  Irish  Constabu- 
lary under  District  Inspector  Da^,. 
turned  out  of  the  comity  court  house 
at  Lifford  a  contractor  and  his  workmen 
who  were  employed  in  making  some 
alterations  in  that  building  according  to- 
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the  directions  of  the  county  council ;  and 
hy  whose  directions  were  tne  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  em|^oyed  for  this  purpose. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Bauour)  :  The  facta  in  reference  to  this 
matter  have  not  yet  been  fully  ascer- 
tained, and  I  niust  ask  the  hon.  Member 
to  defer  the  question  until  Thursday 
next. 


REMOVALS  OF  IRISH  MA(;iSTRATES. 

Mr.  MANDEVII.LE;  IW  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  will  he  explain  on  what 
grounds  the  Lord  Chancellor  recently  re- 
moved from  the  Commission  of  the  Peace 
for  the  county  of  Tipperary  Mr.  Kendal 
C.  O'Brien,  who  held  his  commission  ex- 
■officio  as  Chairman  of  the  Tipperary  Rural 
District  No.  1  :  is  he  aware  that  Mr. 
■O'Brien  subsequently  resigned  his  chair- 
manahip,  but  was  iigain  elected  to  that 
office ;  and  will  he  explain  why,  when 
Mr.  O'Brien  on  his  re-election  applied  to 
he  sworn  in  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the 
Lord  Chancellor  declined  to  issue  the 
writ  of  dedimus,  but  issued  a  second  writ 
of  supersession. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  AV. 
Balfour):  In  answer  to  the  first  para-; 
^ph  of  the  question,  the  Lord  Chan- 1 
cellor,  in  his  letter  of  the  23th  November  i 
sent  to  ^Xr.  O'Brien,  stated  that  he : 
ronoved   Mr.  O'Brien  from  the  Com- 1 
mission  of  the  Peace  for  ha\'ing  been , 
guilty  of  conduct  inconsistent  with  his  | 
position  as  a  Justice  in  having,  at  a  time  i 
when  the  forces  of  Her  Majesty  were  ' 
engaged  in  warlike  operations  in  South 
Africa,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Tipperary  ; 
(No.  1 )  I  )i.strict  Council,  put "  from  the  , 
chair  a  resolution  offering  encouragement ' 
to  the  Boer  enemies  of  Her  Majesty  and  I 
eiqnesaiiig  a  hope  that  they  would  have 
a  complete  triumph ;  and  in  having  on  a 
second  occasion  seconded,  and  supported  | 
K  a  speech,  a  resolution  in  the  following 
terms,  namely — 

I 

"  That  we  congratulate  the  people  of  the 
f^outh  African  Rei>ublic  on  what  now  tnniB 
out  to  l»e  tlie  viftory  of  tllencoe  over  the 
mafl  enemy  that  goveroK  Ireland  by  force  ; 
»i»d  that  we  desire  to  place  on  record  our  ^ 
sdnuration  of  those  Iristnnen  under  Colonel 
^ke  and  )Ir.  McBride,  who  are  tiglitjng  for 
the  Republic,  anil  who  truly  rejireneut  Irish 
^^ional  opinion,  notwitbstandrng  the  fact 
tl^  Bome  Uionghtless,  ignorant  aod  dispirited 
jvang  Irishmen  are  always  to  be  found  bearing 


arms  for  England  ;  and  that  we  trust  coraplica- 
tions  may  arise  which  will  mark  their  unjust 
and  yliameful  attempt  to  destroy  a  free  people 
as  the  b&e'inning  of  tlie  end  of  England's  ih>U- 
tical  careei." 

The  fact  is  as  stjitcd  in  the  second  pai'a- 
graph.  The  Lord  Chancellor  refused  to 
re^rd  the  causes  in  respect  of  which  Mr. 
j  CBrien  was  removal  from  the  Commission 
I  on  the  25th  Noveml)or  a.s  being  ended  by 
I  the  time  which  since  elapse<l,  or  by  the 
j  form  of  proceedings  to  which  Mr.  O'Brien 
;  has  had  recourse.  The  Lonl  Chancellor 
j  thereupon  again  removed  Mr.  O'Brien 

I  from  the  Commission  of  the  Peace. 

I 

[  Captain  DONELAN  (Cork,  E.) :  Can 
[  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  say  what  object 

is  gained  by  thus  stifling  public  opinion  in 

Ireland  1 

ilR.  SPEAKER  :  Oi-der,  ortlcr !  The 
hon.  Member  is  now  arguing. 

COMPULSORY  HIRING  OF  LAND. 

'    Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby,  Dke- 
1  ston)-:  I  beg  to  iisk  the  President  of  the 
j  Local  Government  Board  whether  he  will 
I  state  the  iniml>er  of  orders  for  compulsory 
I  hiring  of  land,    luider    Section    10  of 
'  the  Local  Government  Act,  189-t,  de- 
posited with  the  Board  during  the  year 
ending  Mareh,  1899,  and  whether  there 
were  any  orders  which  the  Board  did  not 
confirm. 

The  PRESIDENT  ok  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chaplin, 
Lincolnshire,  Sleafonl) : 

Two  oixlers  of  the  kind  referretl  to  in 

the  question  were  deposited  with  the 
Local  Government  Board  during  the  year 
ended  March  last.  In  one  of  these  tvwes 
the  order  was  coniinued  by  the  Bourd. 
The  other  case  was  not  proceeded  w  ith  in 
consequence  of  the  application  for  the 
land  being  withdrawn. 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSAVER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY  S  -MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[Fifth  Day's  Debate.] 
Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [SOth  January]  to 
Question  [SOth  Jannaryl,  "That  an  hum- 
ble Address  l)e  presented  to  Her  Majesty, 
as  followeth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

AVe,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the    Commons  of  the 
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United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,"  —  (Cfrytefw 
Pretyman.) 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Qiie&tioii,  to  add  the 
words,  *  Bnt  we  hntably  ex{>rea8  our  n^ret  at 
the  wont  of  knowledge,  foresight,  and  jadgment 
displayed  hy  Your  Majesty^s  mlvisers,  alike 
in  tlieir  conduct  of  South  African  attairs  since 
1895  and  in  their  preparations  for  tlie  warnow 
proceeding.'  " —(TahiI  Eifvwnd  FUzinmiricc.) 

Question  again  proposed,  "That  those 
words  be  there  adtled. 

Debate  resiuned. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOUBT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, AV.)  :  I  shall  not  waste  much 
of  the  time  of  the  House  in  offering  a 
justification  for  those  who  brought  for- 
ward this  Amendment.  Those  who 
object  to  an  Amendment  of  this  character, 
I  think,  must  be  persons  who  arc  abso- 
lutely ignorant  of  the  history  of  their 
country  and  of  the  history  of  the  Parlia- 
ment of  this  countr}-.  Tlie  Prime 
Minister  told  us  tho  other  day  tliat  the 
situation  in  which  the  nation  finils  itself 
was  one  of  humiliation  not  devoid  of 
danger.  Lord  Kosebery,  in  ji  speech 
made  not  long  ago,  said  that  the  prestige 
of  this  country  had  been  shattered,  and 
would  require  to  be  repaired.  I  should 
like  to  know,  from  any  man  who  has  read 
the  history  of  his  country,  when  in  such 
a  situation  as  that  the  House  of  Commons 
has  failed  to  perform  its  duty  as  repre- 
sentative of  the  nation,  in  calling  upon 
the  Executive  Government  to  give  an 
account  of  their  conduct  which  has 
brought  tho  country  into  such  a  situation  | 
as  that,  performing  that  which  is  not  \ 
only  its  right  and  its  duty,  but  which  is 
also  in  the  interest  of  the  nation.  Hare 
the  people  who  object  to  this  Amend- 
ment ever  heard  the  names  of  Chatham, 
Fox,  or  Burke,  whose  fame  depends  on 
the  eloquence  and  the  determination  with 
which,  in  the  great  war  against  the 
American  colonies,  they  persistetl  in 
opposing  the  policy  of  tho  Gov  ernment  1 
Have  they  ever  heard  of  tho  man  whose 
name  has  descended  to  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  the  Berwick  Division — have 
they  over  heard  of  the  course  that  Lord 
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Grey  and  the  Liberal  party  took  m  the 
great  war  with  France  t  To  come  to  mace 
recent  times,  have  they  ever  heard — I  am 
sorry  to  say  I  am  old  enough  to  have 
heard  it  myself — of  the  course  taken 
in  respect  of  the  Crimean  AVar  1  There 
is  one  authority  to  which  gentlemen 
opposite  at  least  will  pay  some  respect — 
that  of  Lord  Beaconslield.  At  that 
period,  in  the  darkest  moment  of  de|X«8- 
sion  in  that  Crimean  contest,  what  was  it 
Lord  Beaconslield  said  when  he  was  sup- 
porting ui  inquiry  which  was  regarded 
as  a  vote  of  want  of  confidence  in  the 
Government  ^  The  words  are  practically 
those  of  the  Amendment  now  before  tfa« 
House,    Ho  said — 

The  designs  of  the  Govenunent  have  been 
hastily  conceived,  and  tiave  lieen  attempted 
to  lie  carried  out  by  inatleqnate  means  ;  they 
liave  ihown  ihronghont  the  whole  conoeptieo 
and  the  management  of  their  scheme  a  want 
of  foresit^t.  Of  tirmness,  of  deptli,  and  of  idl 
thme  resources  which  it  liecame  a  Government 
to  exiiiint  that  had  entered  upon  an  enterprise 
of  such  inonient.  If  an  inqnirj-  were  not  odd 
now  it  never  woidd  be  heliL" 

That  has  Iwen  the  invariable  tradition  of 
Parliament,  which  has  not  1)een  suspended 
for  200  years,  and  I  hope  that  while 
Parliament  exists,  and  while  the  British 
Constitution  is  not  suspended,  it  still  will 
remain  the  tradition  of  the  House  of 
Commons.  But  what  a  preposterous 
doctrine  is  this.  It  amowits  to  this — 
that  the  greater  the  disasters  in  which  a 
Government  involves  the  country  the 
more  certain  ought  they  to  be  of  impunit}-, 
and  that  true  patriotism  requires  that 
they  shall  not  be  called  to  account.  This 
Amendment  challenges  the  Government 
to  give  to  the  nation  and  to  Parliament 
an  account ;  it  challenges  their  policy  in 
entering  U]>on  the  war,  and  their  capacity 
in  its  condnct.  That  is  our  right,  and 
that  is  our  duty.  The  object  of  the 
Amendment  is  to  extract,  if  we  can  ex- 
tract, from  the  Government  more  ad<^ 
quate  explanation  of  the  causes  which 
have  lerl  to  what  Lord  Salisbury  calls  "  a 
state  of  humiliation."  I  hope  that  the 
Leader  of  this  House,  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  will  not  think  I  am  guilty 
of  any  disrespect  to  him  if  I  do  not  enter 
upon  a  miimte  examination  of  the  ex- 
planations which  he  has  offered  in  this 
House  and  elsewhere. 

Thf  first  LOKi)  OF  the  TEEA- 
SURY  (  Mr.  A.  J.  Baltour,  Manchester^ 
E.) :  Hear,  hear  ! 
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Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT :  I  am 
sure  he  will  not.  Ho  does  not  accurately 
recollect  his  own  speeches.  He  tells  us  he 
has  not  the  least  interest  in  them.  It  is 
true  that  the  Prime  Minister  said  that 
if  he  had  had  notice  he  would 
hare  laid  a  bouBd  copy  of  those 
speeches  on  the  Table  of  •  t^e 
House  of  Lords.  I  do  not  know  that 
that  is  a  publication  for  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  particularly  anxious, 
or  whether  he  claims  copyright  in  those 
speeches.  But  I  think  the  ri^ht  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  I  may  say  so  without  dis- 
respect, must  be  satisfied  by  this  time 
that  that  is  not  an  explanation  which  the 
nation  expects,  or  which  Parliament 
ou^ht  to  accept.  But  this  Goveniment, 
which  is  united  in  its  action,  has  taken 
the  advantage  which  we  know  in  criminal 
cotirts  is  frequently  resorted  to  by  accused 
persons — they  have  thought  fit  to  sever 
in  their  defence.  The  Prime  Ministerhas 
given  his  account  of  what  led  to  the  con- 
uition  of  hiuniliation  of  this  country,  and 
he  says  that  this  Government  has  been 
the  "  victim  of  the  British  Constitution." 
The  British  Constitution  may  be  very  de- 
fective, but  it  has  ser%-ed  the  purpose  for 
two  centuries.  It  was  sufficient  for  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough ;  it  was  sufficient, 
I  may  say,  for  the  two  centurifts 
in  which  the  British  Empire  has  been 
created.  It  was  sufficient  for  Lorrl  Chat- 
ham, and  even  the  Duke  of  AVellington 

fot  along  with  it.  I  never  heard  Lord 
'almerston  whining  about  the  British 
Constitution,  and  I  never  heard  that  Lord 
Beaconsfield  contemplated  a  constitntional 
revolution.  But  then  the  noble  Mar- 
quess tells  ns  it  is  not  only  the  British 
Constitution,  it  is  the  financial  system 
of  this  country  which  is  the  cause 
of  the  present  condition  of .  humiliation. 
It  is  Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer — I 
mean  the  genus,  not  the  species — it  is 
the  Treasury  system  which  has  brought 
us  into  the  position  in  which  we  now  find 
ourselves.  That  originally  was  to  be  put 
an  end  to.  But  then  happened  an 
tjxplanatton — I  suppose  I  ought  to  call  it 
an  apology — and  we  were  assured  that  it 
wfts  not  this  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
that  it  was  not  this  Treasury  which  had 
embarrassed  the  Government;  on  the 
contrary,  they  had  done  everything  that 
coukl  be  desired.  Then  what  is  the 
relevance  of  this  attack  upon  the  Treasury 
if  they  have  done  all  that  you  wish  1 
What  triWalities !    W'e  are  to  have  an 


attack  upon  Treasury  control.  That 
is   a   matter   of   which    I    have  had 
some  experience,  and  this  I  will  tell 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  if  you 
are    going    to  abolish    Treasuiy  con- 
trol, if  you  are  going  to  allow  Depart- 
ments— the   Foreign    Office   and  the 
Colonial  Office — to  make  war  when  they 
please  without  the  control  of  Parliament, 
and  to  spend  what  money  they  please 
without  the  supervision  of  the  Treasiuy, 
besides  the  many  millions  which  this  war 
will  cost,  the  result  of  such  a  policy  as 
that  will  be  to  reduce  this  country  into  a 
state  of  finance  such  as  exists  in  other 
nations  where  Treasury  control  is  not 
permitted.    There  is  another  cause  given 
for  this  humiliation,  and  that  is  that  the 
Government  .had  not  secret  service  money 
enough.   What,  Sir — with  their  minority 
they  could  not  get  what  secret  service 
I  money  they  wanted  for  the  purpose  of  the 
I  defence  of  the  Empire !    Such  a  plea 
I  shows  that  they  have  very  little  confidence 
j  in  their  own  supporters.    They  did  not 
'  know  anything,  they  could  not  know 
I  anything,'  liccause  they  had  not  secret  ser- 
vice money  enough ;  and  then  from  his 
I  place  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  tells 
1  us  that  they  did  know  everything.    Is  it 
possible  tliat  they  can  esroect  that  the 
1  country  will  be  satisfied  witn  explanations 
;  of  this  character  1   No,  Sir ;  tney  know 
I  very  well  that  these  justifications  that 
have  been  offered  have  been  received  with 
blank  astonishment,  with  disappointment, 
and  I  do  not  think  it  would  bo  too  much 
to  say,  they   have  been  received  with 
dismay.     Those    are   the  explanations 
which     have     been     offered    by  the 
two  principal  memljors  of  the  Cabinet. 
There  is  a  thinl  meinlier  of  the  Cabinet 
who  has  also  offered  his  explanation,  and 
I  do  not  know  that  that  contributed  a 

f-eat  deal  to  our  enlightenment.  The 
Irst  Lord  uf  the  Admiralty  the  other 
day  explained  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, stating — 

"Then  came  the  declaration  of  war  by  the 
Trniieviinl  (loveniiiieiit,   and  then,  and  not 
Iwfore,  it  was  nmuiged  that  an  Anny  Corp* 
i  nliould  lie  i«ent  out.'' 

j  The  "man  in  the  street"  knows  better  than 
I  that.  How  can  a  member  of  the  Cabinet 
Tie  so  ignorant  of  what  has  occurred,  bo 
ignorant  of  their  own  policy  and  their 
own  action  1  The  Roj^  Proclamation 
for  calling  out  the  Beaerves  took  place 
upm  7th  October,  and  the  ultimatum 
of  the  Boers  took  place  upon  9th  October. 
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He  said,  too,  it  was  never  arranged  that 
an  Army  Corps  should  be  sent  out  until 
after  the  ultimatum  of  the  Boers  bad  been  ! 
delivered.    Then,  when  the  right  hon.  ' 
Gentleman  is  informed  of  this,  I  suppose  i 
for  the  first  time,  he  says,  "  Oh,  it  is  a  i 
question  of  dates."   Of  course  it  is  a  i 
question  of  dates.    The  relation  of  cause  | 
and  effect  is  always  a  question  of  date.  | 
Of  course,  the  ultimatum  of  the  Boers . 
was  a  reply  to  the  proclamation  for  I 
calling  out  the  Reserves.    AVhat  Avere 
the  Reserves  and  the  Army  Corps  called  I 
out  for  ?     It  was   to   invade  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  Transvaal  and  to   march  , 
upon  Pretoria,  and  the  ultimatum  does 
not  seem  to    me  to  be  an  unnatural 
reply  to  a  measure  of  that  character.  [ 
These  are  the  explanations  which  have 
been  offered  to  the  country  by  members 
of  the  Cabinet ;  but  there  was  an  explana-  | 
tion  of  a  ditferent  character  offered,  not , 
by  a  Cabinet    ilinister.    I    think    a  - 
bi-ighter  light  than  any  offered  by  the  ; 
Cabinet  was  that  contained  in  the  re-  ' 
markably  brilliant  speech  of  the  ilenitwr  ; 
for  Dover,  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 
Old  Members  of  this  House  always  look  > 
A\-ith  admiration  and  hope  to  such  per- ' 
formanoes  as  tliat  ot  the  hou.  Gentleman.  1 
A  more  remarkable  exhibition  of  brilliant ' 
talent  I  have  never  hoanl,  and  I  look  for- 
waitl  with  confidence  in  the  House  of  i 
Commons,  when  many  of  us  will  have 
passed  away,  to  know  that  its  great 
reputation  will  be  sustained  by  such  bril- 
liant politicians.    I  was  not  very  much 
consoled  by  the  assurance  that  what  has 
happened  to  us  was  the  inexorable  law  of 
fate — that  we  must  always  be  defeated  in 
the  first  instance,  and  that   we  must 
muddle  through  afterwards.    In  these 
<lay8  when  wars  are  short,  when  they 
last  weeks  i-athor  than  months,  that  is 
not  a  very  satisfactory  assurance,  and 
for  my  part  I  think  that  the  moral  of 
the  lesson  is  that  the  less  you  go  to  war 
the  better.    This  Amendment  challenges 
the  conduct  of  the  Government  in  refer- 
ence to  South  Africa  since  the  year  1H95. 
The  Prime  Minister  sjiid  - 

"Why  do  you  Ite;;in  in  lKil.i  ?  The  situation 
Wgan  much  earlier  :  you  must  ;,'0  farther  Inck. 
You  murit  go  to  1881  iui.l  1884." 

[Ministerial  cheers.]  I  am  glad  to  receive 
the  assent  of  hon.  (Tcntlemen  opposite, 
because  that  is  entirely  my  opinion.  It 
is  the  fact  that  the  policy  of  1881  and 
1884  lies  at  the  root  of  the  whole  matter, 
that  it  was  the  situation  with  which  this 

Sir  William,  llarofurt. 


Government  had  to  deal  in  1895  when 
they  came  into  office.    AMiat  was  that 
situation,  and  what  was  the  policv  of 
1881  and  18841    A  good  many  gentle- 
men, some  of  whom  were  responsible  for 
that  policy,  have  tried  their  hands  and 
their  memories  by  gi^'ing  an  account  of 
thftt .  transaction,     i  confess  I  do  not 
think  it  is  a  very  commendable  thing  for 
members  of  Cabinets,  whether,  like  the 
Duke  of  Arg^'ll,  they  stand  in  a  white  sheet 
or  not,  to  attempt  to  give  their  own  indi- 
vidual opinions  on  the  policy  of  a  Cabinet. 
The  policy  of   a  Cabinet  ought  to  be 
known  by  the  authentic  account  of  it 
given  to  Parliament  by  that  Cabinet.  \Vc 
know  what  the  policy  of  the  Cabinet  of 
1881  was.  It  was  very  definitely  declared. 
The  Duke  of  Devonshire's  memory  is  not 
so  retentive  as  I  should  have  expected, 
because  he  said  there  were  only  three  of 
his  colleagues  still  extant.    He  forgot 
three  who  are  still  alive.    I  happen  acci- 
dentally to  be  one  of  them ;  in  I 1  was, 
with  him,  a  principal  Secretary  of  State. 
But  it  is  not  my  authority  I  am  going  to 
quote,  nor  my  memory.    I  am  sure  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary will  remember  that  I  ^^"as  a  colleague 
of  his  at  that  time,  because  I  think  I  was 
perhaps  his  most  earnest  and  constant 
supporter  in  the  policy  which  was  then 
pm^ued.   I  remember  very  well  that  a 
^^t  honour  was  conferred  upon  the 
Colonial  Secretary  at  that  time,  only 
lately  a  Cabinet  Minister;  he  was  selected 
to  declare  to  Parliament  what  was  the 
poUcy  and  what  were  the  raoti^■es  of  the 
policy  of  the  Cabinet  of  1881.    That  is 
I  the  authentic  account,  and   the  only 
;  authentic  account  that  ctn  be  given,  of 
'  that  policy.     I  will  read  one  extract, 
I  because  it  shows  what  lies  at  the  root  of 
the  whole  question  of  South  Africa  and 
the  relations  of  Great  Britain  to  that  part 
of  the  world.  I  do  not  bring  this  forward 
I  as  against  the  Colonial  Secretary  as  an 
'  indivi<lual ;  I  object  altogether  to  attacks 
!  upon  individual  Ministers  as  distinguished 
from  the  Cabinet ;  the  Cabinet  is  respon- 
I  sible ;  and,  therefore,   in  reading  this 
I  extract  I  am  reading  the  declared  pobcy 
of  the  Cabinet  as  stated  by  its  authentic 
j  instnmient,  ^vho  is  now  the  Colonial 
;  Secretary.    This  is  what  the  right  hoiL 
[  Gentleman  said — 

■  "  He  (lid  not  doubt  tliat  witii  the  lar^re  force 
:  placei!  lit  our  disposal,  we  could  have,  if  w 
I  iiiindei),  ovemni  the  Trans^-aal  and  recunqnered 
,  the  coinitr)-.    Our  dUlicnlties,  )iowe\-er,  would 
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not  liave  ended  there.  We  should  have  had  to  ' 
face  probably  the  opposition  of  tlie  Free  State,  , 
and  the  (jovemnient  would  have  been  con-  j 
froDted  with  the  ai^tation  among  the  Dutch  ' 
colonists  of  the  Cape.  They  would  have  liad  i 
penuanently  to  mamtain  a  large  army  on  a  ' 
European  scale.  Tliey  would  have  had  to  risk  ' 
the  best  interests  of  Soatli  Africa  and  fa«e  an  ' 
insurrection  at  any  moment  when  any  con- 
Hiderable  portion  of  our  troops  were  removed."  , 

The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  have  for-  j 

gotten  that  when  he  questioned  the  state- 
ment by  Lord  Kimberley  that  that  had  * 
l»cen  one  of  the  motives  which  had  [ 
governed  the  Cabinet  of  1881.    Those  i 
were  pnidential  considerations.    They , 
bave  been  stigmatised  as  cowardly.  They  [ 
are  considerations  that  ought  not  to  lie  i 
left  out  of  sight  by  any  statesman,  and 
they  were  in  full  view  of  the  Cabinet  of 
1881.    But  that  was  not  the  only  nor  the 
principal  ground  of  that  policy,  and  here 
I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  state  in  words 
characterised  by  all  the  force  and  lucidity 
which  always  distinguish  the  statements 
•of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  what  was  the  , 
policy  of  1881.    The  right  hon.  Gentle- 1 
man  said —  i 

"  But  these  were  not  the  main  reasons  why, 
as  he  submitted,  it  was  impossible  for  them  to  ' 
maintain  the  annexation  of  the  Transvjial. 
He  thought  that  course  was  impossible  for  any 
<iovemment  carins  for  the  honour  as  well  an  | 
for  the  interests  ot  this  country.   It  was  con- 
Iniry  to  their  treaty  engao;einentK ;  it  was 
-contrary  to  the  beat  trafiitions  of  a  free 
country.    When  they  found  out  that  the  1 
wishes  and  sentiments  of  the  Boers  were 
entirely  misunderstood— that  they  liad  gained 
the  Transvaal  on  false  pretences  -they  were 
boaud  in  honour  to  wtttidraw  from  tlie  ))ORi- 
-tion  which  they  had  unwittingly  and  wrongly 
taken  up.    He  could  not  understand  bow 
those  who  talked  so  glibly  of  the  iionour  of 
this  country  should  fail   to  see  that  the 
greatest  shitnie  and  humiliation  would  be  in 
maintaining  a    liigh-handed  breach  of  faith 
anl    deftroyinjr    the    independence    of  a 
people  which  they  bad  solemnly  engaged  to  i 
respert.    .    .    .    They  had  the  power  in  their 
hands,  but  they  had  not  the  will  to  use  it. 
The  strength  of  the  giant  was  there,  but  it 
would  have  been  tyrannous  to  employ  it.  If 
they  hud  not  so  employed  it,  it  wa»  because 
they  were  not  satisfied  Avith  the  justice  of 
their  cause,  because  they  did   not  think 
there  was  any  end  to  be  served  commensurate  , 
with  the  sacrifice  th^  would  impose  upon  ' 
themselves  and    others,  and  because  they 
:had  learned    to    recognise    in  their  oppo- 
nents qualities  which  were  worthy  of  a  free  i 
people.    ...    As  soon  as  it  became  mani-  • 
test  that  to  conciliate  the  Boers  witli  any  offer  i 
-short  of  absolute  independence  was  impossible,  \ 
Itfaat  the  restoration  oi  their  independence  was  ■ 
absolutely  called  for  Mrith  regard  to  our  treaty  I 
■engagements  anil  the  honoar  of  our  country,  \ 
to  have  continued  to  maintain  the  annexation  : 
■roald  have  been  an  act  which  he  could  only  ' 


describe  in  terms  which  had  been  applied  by  a 
high  authority  to  a  different  subject — as  an 
act  of  '  fraud,  force,  and  folly.'  .  .  .  For 
his  part  he  was  not  afraid  or  ashamed  to 
appMil  to  the  House  of  Commons,  to  appeal, 
if  necessary,  to  the  English  people,  to  justify 
the  course  which  the  Government  had  taken, 
and  above  all  to  approve  their  action  in  pre- 
ferring justice  to  revenge,  and  in  restoring  to 
a  bruve  people  the  independence  of  wliich  uiey 
ought  never  to  have  been  deprived." 

That  was  the  policy  of  1881  as  declared 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary.  I  do  not 
know  if  he  has  altered  his  opinion  on 
that  subject.  I  adhere  to  mine,  and  I 
am  as  proud  of  that  policy  to-day  as  I 
was  then.  Bemembering  that,  and  re- 
membering how  we  laboured  together  in 
that  cause,  and  that  the  ri^t  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  chosen  because  he 
was  the  protagonist  and  the  champion  of 
the  restoration  of  independence  to  the 
Transvaal  [Mr.  Chamberlain  dis- 
sented.^ My  recollection  is  that  he  was 
expressing  his  sentiments  when  he  maite 
that  declaration,  and  my  recollection  is 
that  he  was  selected  specially  to  state  tlic 
policy  of  the  Government  because  he  had 
been  and  was  an  earnest  and  eager  sup- 
porter of  that  policy.  Therefore  I  was  a 
little  sui-prised  when,  in  the  last  session 
of  Parliament,  he  ^ke  of  that  policy  as 
one  for  which  he  had  only  a  corporate 
responsibility.  I  do  not  know  whether, 
when  he  remembers  that  speech,  he  will 
call  it  a  little  more  than  a  corporate 
responsibility.  I  think  he  must  have 
been  an  earnest  belieA'er  in  the  policy,  or 
he  would  not  ha^  e  addressed  the  House 
in  language  such  as  that.  That  was  the 
policy  of  18S1,  and  the  same  Government 
with  the  same  corporate  reaponsibility,  so 
far  from  restricting,  expanded  that  inde- 
pendence in  1884.  There  have  been 
several  Governments  since  that  time. 
There  ^vas  the  Government  of  Lord 
Salisbury,  anrl  it,  through  the  mouth  of 
Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  declared  that  by  the 
Conventions  they  were  bound,  and  that 
they  could  not  pretend,  therefore,  to 
interfere  with  the  internal  government  of 
the  Transvaal  outside  of  the  Conventions. 
The  same  thing  was  said  by  the  mouth  of 
my  hon.  friend  the  late  Under  Secre- 
tary for  the  Colonies  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  Lord  Rosebery,  and  that 
was  the  situation  in  1895,  the 
period  at  which  this  Government 
undertook  the  management  of  things  in 
South  Africa.  It  may  l>e  said  that  a 
great  deal  happened  between  1881  and 
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1895 ;  that  there  had  grown  up  the  popu- ;  Thus  it  is  quite  plain  that  in  1895  and 
lation  of  Johannesbuie,  that  the  griev- 1  1896  the  ]>resent  Administration  regarded 
ances  of  the  ITitlanders  bad  b«ome  i  the  situ^ion  in  respect  to  the  indepen- 
aonte,  and  that  the  Conventions  were  no  dance  of  the  TransviuJ,  and,  therefore,  ia 
longer  applicable  to  the  situation.  That ,  the  absence  of  any  right  on  our  part  by- 
is  &  view  which  some  people  may  have  '  force  to  interfere  in  their  internal  affiiirsr 
taken,  but  was  that  the  view  taken  by  \  in  exactly  the  same  position  as  it  was 
this  Government  in   1895  1    All  the !  placed  fifteen  years  before.    The  right 

frievances  of  the  Uitlanders  were  well !  hon.  Gentleman,  as  we  know,  made  pro- 
nown.    The  raid  was  just  about  to  take  posals  to  President  Kruger,  and  he  stated 


place.  Had  they  in  any  sense  altered  j  at  the  time  that  if  President  Kruger 
their  view  of  the  rights  and  obligations  found  them  not  acceptable,  of  course,  he 
created  by  the  Conventions,  and  did  they  '  was  at  liberty  to  refuse  them.  That  is  the 
attempt  to  say  that  they  had  been  in  any  •  policy  of  Her  Majesty's  Government 
respect  varied?  In  1896,  by  a  singular  up  to  the  year  1896.  Nothing  oould 
coincidence,  the  policy  of  the  Government  I  be  more  clear  or  more  definite.  But 
— and  here  again  I  do  not  speak  of  the  '  that  policy  was  radically  altered  subse- 
action  of  an  individual — was  declared  by  quently,  and  it  ia  to  the  ^versal  of 
the  same  voice  that  declared  the  policy  of  that  policy,  in  my  opinion,  that  this 
the  Government  in  1881.  The  Colonial ,  war  is  due.  When  iter  Majesty's  Govem- 
Secretary  was  then  again  the  organ  of  the  I  ment  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  it  was 
party  he  had  joined.  Ho  had  been  before  moral  and  wise  to  force  by  war  upon 
the  organ  of  the  party  he  had  left.  But '  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal  reforms 
his  view  was  precisely  the  same.  What  which  they  chose  to  prescribe,  and  which 
did  he  say  when  he  addressed  the  House  '  had  been  declared  in  1896  to  be  immoral 
in  1896  1  I  will  give  the  important  sen- 1  and  unwise,  it  is  difficult  exactly  to  fix. 
tence  in  that  declaration.  He  pointed  out  But  that  determination  has  been  the 
the  infinite  dangers  and  perils  which  cause  of  this  war.  The  matter  was 
would  arise  from  a  war  to  enforce  internal ,  opened  at  the  Bloemfontein  Conference, 
reforms  in  the  Transvaal,  and  he  said  that '  President  Kmger  was  invited  to  go  to- 
to  go  to  war  with  President  Kniger  to  that  Conference.  It  has  been  said  that 
force  upon  him  reforms  in  the  internal  there  was  a  conspiracy  throughout  South 
affairs  of  a  State  ^nth  which  successive  Africa  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  race  to 
Secretaries  of  State  had  repudiated  all  expel  the  British  from  South  Africa.  [An 
right  of  interference  would  Iw  a  course  of  Hox.  Membkr  :  Hear,  hear  1]  I  should 
action  as  immoral  as  it  would  Imj  unwise,  like  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  says  "Hear,, 
The  circumstances  which  had  occurred  hear "  to  reconcile  that  statement  with 
had  not  changed  the  view  of  the  the  initiation  of  the  Bloemfontein  Con- 
Oovemnient  up  to  189G  in  any  respect ;  ference.  At  whose  instance  was  that 
from  the  policy  of  1881  and  18S4.  ;  Conference  brought  about  t  It  wa& 
And  then  he  proceeded  elaborately  to '  brought  about  by  the  President  of  the 
expkiin  to  us  what  were  exactly  the  Free  State ;  it  was  strongly  supported  by 
relations  Iwtween  the  British  Government  the  representatives  of  the  l&utch  party  in 
and  the  Transvaal  created  by  these  Con-  Capo  Colony,  and  President  Kniger,  who 
ventions.  He  said  that  "the  right,  and  ■  was  not  bound  at  all  in  reference  to  his 
the  only  right,  is  one  of  friendly  repre-  internal  policy  to  go  to  Bloemfontein, 
sentation,"  and  in  a  formal  manner  he  ■  went  to  that  Conference,  ^^'hen  he  went 
also  declared — ■  '  there  he  was  not  told,  "  You  have  come 

here  to  receive  our  orders,  to  receive  con- 

"In  tlie  aext  place  it  is  neres.«ary  that  I  dilions  which  arc  to  be  a  minimum"  :  he 
sliomd  state  ctenrlr  and  unetimvocally  what  IS  '      „  ^^ij  *u«*  „uk,r...~k 

the  position  which  Her  Majwij's  <;ofeniment  told,  on  the  «>ntrary,  that,  although 
claim  to  hold  towanU  the  (^vemment  of  the  ™e  Government  disclaimed  any  nght  to 
South  African  Kepnblic  since  tlie  Convention  ;  enforce  by  war  internal  reforms  in  the 
of  1884.  Her  xMajestv  s  Government  have  |  Transvaal,  thev  were  within  their  right 
njcopnsed  the  South  African  Republic"       ;  ^hen  the>   attempted   by  negotiations 

 ^  what  !  —  improve    the    condition    of  the 

I  Uitlanders  in  Johannesburg.  That 
"as  a  fTM  and  independent  Hiovemment  as  |  everybody  admits.  What  happened 
regards  all  ita  internal  aflurs  nos  tooched  next  1  The  first  thing  that  President 
by  tliat  Convention.''  !  Kruger  did  was  to  pass  a  Bill  for  a  seven 

Sir  inilma  Jfarrotni.  '  (^^^^^^1^ 
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years  franchise.  Well,  that  was  declared 
to  offer  a  roost  fiarourBble  basis  of  settle- 
ment, subject  to  examination.  But  subse- 
quently, in  the  beginning  of  August,  ho 
went  further  than  that,  and  he  offered 
the  very  terms  which  had  been  laid  down 
hy  Sir  Alfred  Milner  at  Bloemfontein. 
This  was  the  offer  of  a  five  years 
franchise,  sjibject  to  a  condition.  [Oppo- 
sition cheers.]  Yes,  Sir,  the  whole  thing 
turned  upon  that  condition.  And  what 
was  that  condition  1  President  Kruger 
said,  "I  have  given  you  now  what  you 
bare  asked  for.  Will  you  sire  me  an 
assurance  that  that  is  not  to  oe  a  prece- 
dent for  constant  interference ;  will  you 
give  me  an  assurance  that  in  future  you 
will  leave  to  me  that  independence  in  the 
control  of  my  own  internal  affairs  which 
you  have  guaranteed  to  me  in  the 
Conventions  of  1881  and  1884  % " 
That  was  the  condition,  and  it  was 
declared  to  be  impmsible.  Of  course, 
that  revealed  the  attitude  taken  up  by  us, 
that  under  the  name  of  suzerainty,  or 
suj^nuicy,  or  paramonntcy,  or  what  you 
idease,  the  Bntish  Government  claimed 
the  right  to  dictate  and  prescribe,  and  to 
what  extent  they  pleased,  the  internal 
policy  of  the  Go^'ernment  of  the  Trans- 
vaal. 1  will  not  argtie  whether  that  was  a 
right  policy  or  a  wrong  policy,  but  it  was  a 
policy  of  war.  It  was  a  policy  absolutely  to 
wipeout  the  independence  of  the  Transvaal. 
What  is  the  meaning  of  "  independence  "  1 
When  you  have  the  power  to  set  it  aside 
at  any  moment  and  prescril)e  what  shall 
be  done,  there  is  no  room  for  independ- 
ence. Supremacy  and  independence  are 
self-contradictory  terms.  The  negotia- 
tions went  on  for  a  time  until  at  last  you 
abandoned  all  idea  of  negotiations,  and 
you  broke  off  negotiations.  You  said, 
"  We  will  not  discuss  any  more  with  you  ; 
we  will  inform  you  what  our  terms  are," 
and  you  made  it  plain  by  the  course  you 
took  in  London  that  you  intended  to  en- 
force those  terms  by  war.  AVhether  that 
was  a  right  policy  or  a  wrong  policy, 
it  was  a  reversal  of  the  policy  which  pre- 
ceding Grovemments  had  pursued  for 
fifteen  years.  Then  it  has  been  said  that 
you  thought  that  peace  was  possible,  and 
even  probable,  under  those  circumstances. 
How  came  you  to  think  that  peace  was 
possible  or  probable  under  those  circum- 
stances 1  What  could  e^  er  have  induced 
you  to  believe  that  President  Kmger 
or  the  Government  of  the  Transvaal 
would  ever  consent  without  a  stnigglo  of 


life  and  death  to  surrender  their  whole 
independence  ?  A  phrase  was  used,  "  We 
will  respect  your  independence,"  but  that 
phrase  was  misleading  if  you  meant  to 
thrust  reforms  on  the  Transvaal  by  force 
of  arms.    Well,  you  said  you  expected 
President  Kruger  to  yield,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House 
said  he    held    that  opinion   in  com- 
mon  with   all   the   oest   opinion  in 
South   Africa.     Where   did  you  col- 
lect the  best  opinion   on  that  sub- 
ject in  South  Africa?   Who  told  you 
that  President  Kruger  was  a  man  who,  if 
you  only  menaced  him  enough,  would 
yield  the  independence  which  he  and  hia 
people  valued  so  highly  1    We  have  been 
told  that  we  are  to  place  implicit  confi- 
j  dence  in  the  man  on  the  spot.    The  man 
;  on  the  spot  was  not  the  Iwst  South 
1  African  opinion.    He  was  a  newcomer  in 
'  South  Africa ;  he  had  had  little  experience^ 
'  or  perhaps  he  might  have  taken  the  course 
'  that  Lord  Rosmeiid  had  taken  Ijefore  him,, 
and  have  pointed  out  to  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  infinite  danger  of  the 
course  which  he  was  eontemplating  to 
I  pursue.    No,  Sir,  the  man  in  the  street — 
many  men  in  the  street — knew  a  great 
!  deal  more  about  the  situation  than  the 
:  man  on  the  spot.    The  great  misfortune 
,  was,  and  it  was  one  of  the  causes  of  this 
'  war,  that  the  only  men  who  were  con- 
'.  suited  were  men  on  one  side  of  the  street 
'  — yes,  Sir,  that  side  of  the  street  which 
was  inhabited  by  the  authors  of  the  raid. 
Then,  Sir,  there  was  another  source  of 
the  Itest  African  opinion  at  home — ^the 
!  helots,  I  suppose,  who  inhabit  Park  Lane. 
;  In  my  opinion,  Sir,  it  was  not  the  best 
'  South  Anican  opinion  which  misled  you. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THR  COLONIES  (ifr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
'  Birmingham, W.) :  Doestheright  hon.  Gen- 
'  tlemaii  mean  to  assert  that  the  persons  to 
whom  he  refers  were  consulted  by  the 
'  Colonial  Office,  and  that  no  others  were 
consulted  1 

;    Sir  AMLLIAM  HARCOURT  :  I  have 
'  asked,  what  was  the  best  South  African 
•■  opinion  ?  and  I  say  that  was  not  the  best 
South  African  opinion,  that  there  was 
'  another  South  African  opinion  that  was  a 
;  great  deal  better.    I  will  refer  to  that 
remarkable  correspondence  that  the  Prime 
Minister  of  Natal  had  begun  in  the  month 
of  May.    He  then  talked  about  the  alarm 
that  WHS  felt  at  the  prospects  of  war  and 
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the  injury  it  Avould  impose  upon  his  own  !  force.  You  prepared  an  a^ressive  force 
.Estate,  and  entreated  you,  if  you  could,  to  '.  that  was  to  be  sent  out,  aiid  the  Boers  re- 
.a\'oid  it.  But  did  he  think  that  President  plied  by  their  ultimatum.  That  was  the 
Kruger  was  going  to  give  up  his  in-  jiiw/c  of  the  stage  of  negotiations.  If  you 
-dependence  when  he  was  menaced  t  No,  had  been  pi-operly  informed  of  the  people 
■Sir ;  he  knew  a  great  deal  better  than  you  had  to  deal  with  and  the  situation 
that.  Then  there  arc  the  still  more  <  that  was  created,  it  was  from  the  first  a 
remarkable  protests  of  President  Steyn,  ,  policy  of  war,  and  I  ^ree,  therefore,  with 
■of  the  Free  State.  The  First  Lord  of  the  '  the  Colonial  Secretary  when  he  said  that, 
Treasury  had  only  to  read  these  protests  '  looking  at  the  whole  thing,  war  was  from 
to  see  that  the  course  you  were  pursuing  the  first  ineWtable.  From  the  moment 
was  going  straight  to  war.  When  you  you  determined  that  you  would  impose 
.said  you  would  negotiate  no  longer,  but  when  you  pleased  your  will  in  the  internal 
would  prescribe  your  own  terms.  President  administration  of  the  Transvaal,  war  was 
Steyn  said,  "  For  God's  sake,  tell  us  what  a  necessity  and  a  certainty.  But  it  was  a 
your  terms  are,  and  do  not  menace  us  by  direct  reversal  of  all  the  policy  you  had 
placing  ti-oops  upon  the  frontiers  of  the  pursued,  and  all  the  pledges  you  ha^J 
Free  State  and  of  the  colonies."  You  would  given,  and  all  the  guarantees  in  the  Con- 
not  state  your  terms,  and  you  did  place  i  rention  l>y  which,  up  to  then,  you  had 
troops  on  the  frontiers  of  the  colonies,  r  been  bound.  I  will  say  extremely  little 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  asks  me  what  i  on  the  aecond  part  of  the  Amendment 
people  were  consulted.  Did  Mr.  Schreiner  '  and  your  conduct  in  preparing  for  war.  I 
■or  Mr.  Hofmeyi',  who  were  the  represen-  take  the  authorit)'  of  the  First  Lord  of 
tiitives  of  the  Dutch  in  the  colony,  inform  the  Treasury  against  that  of  the  Prime 
the  High  Commissioner  that  President  Minister,  and  assume  that  you  knew 
Kruger  would  probably  yield  ]  The  everything.  What  were  you  told  by  your 
right  hon.  Gentleman  said  lie  thought.  Intelligence  Department  1  You  were  told 
and,  as  I  underatood,  the  Fii"8t  Lord  of  that  there  were  60,000  Boers,  who  hatl 
the  Treasury  belie^■ed,  it  Wfis  possible  ,  about  100  cannon,  and  you  were  tokl, 
and  even  probable.  But  the  First  Lord  you  say,  that  25,000  men  were  a  good 
■of  the  Treasury  said  he  always  knew  .  deal  more  than  were  enough  to  deal  with 
that  if  President  Kruger  did  not  yield  these  60,000  Boers  and  their  100  cannon 
the  consequenco  would  necessarily  be  .  in  defending  the  frontiers  of  Cape  Colony 
war.  Well,  the  "man  in  the  street"  and  Natal.  Well,  Sir,  great  is  human 
knew  that  as  well  as  Her  ilajesty's  credulity.  I  am  not  a  judge  of  these 
■Govemment.  The  whole  spirit  in  M'hich  professional  matters.  I  am  not  even 
this  thing  was  conducted — your  military  .  that  owUnary  person,  an  amateur  strat*'- 
preparations  and  everything  else— was  gist.  But  this  1  will  say,  that  if  all  thd 
one  of  contempt  of  the  character  and  re-  field-marshals  in  the  world  had  told  me 
sources  of  the  Boers.  I  believe  these  that  25,000  men  were  sufficient  to  cope 
negotiations  would  never  have  been  so  with  60,000  Boers  and  100  cannon  I  think 
■conducted  if  you  had  appreciated  the  real '  I  should  have  re8er\'ed  my  opinion.  I 
situation  with  which  you  had  to  deal,  think  that  even  if  the  Astronomer  Royal 
Y'ou  dealt  with  the  Boers  as  if  they  were  [  had  told  me  that  the  sun  went  round  the 
an  inferior  Power  whom  you  had  only  to  earth  instead  of  the  earth  round  the  sun 
intimidate.  Your  experts  told  you  of  I  should  not  have  immediately  acquiesced, 
their  militaiy  forces,  and  your  experts  You  left  25,000  men  to  cope  with  60,000 
could  count  their  men  and  their  guns.  Boers.  You  did  not  know  that  there  were 
There  seems  to  me  to  have  I)een  an  mounted  infantry,  and,  what  is  more, 
-element  which  British  Ministers  ought,  that  if  they  were  that  was  a  matter 
ahove  all,  to  have  taken  into  account,  of  any  consequence.  That  was  the  pre- 
and  that  is  the  indoniitalile  energy  of  a  paration  you  made.  Y'ou  had  announced 
free  people  fighting  for  their  independence.  Wore  Octot)er  that  you  meant  to 
That  is  a  lack  of  imagination  which  ought  send  out  a  torpn  (C nniu'e  to  invade 
not  to  have  been  wanting  in  the  conduct  the  Transvaal.  Vou  told  us  that  that 
of  your  n^tiatious.  And  so  you  broke  off  could  not  be  there  for  thirteen  weeks, 
negotiations  on  September  22iid.  The  <  VThat  did  vou  expect  would  happen 
sands  had  nm  out,  and  you  would  deliver '  between  the  Lreaking  ofT  of  negotiations 
your  own  ultimatum.  You  prepared  your  '  on  Septeml>ei*  22nd  and  December  20tfa, 
military  policy.    You  had  a  defensive  which  was  the  earliest  moment  your 
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eoiys  (Vaniiee  could  arrive  ?    That  was  a 
significant    condition    of  preparation. 
^Vlly  were  theso  vast  preparations  made 
by  the  Transvaal  T   ITie  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  said  yon  were  not  able  to 
remonstrate  against  thorn  or  to  make 
preparations  against  them— why  %   Be- ' 
cause  of  the  raid.    Ves,  Sir,  the  curse  of 
the  raid  hangs  round  us  still.    It  has 
t»een  one  of  tne  principal  causes  of  this 
war.    The  raid  and  its  authors  have 
e^er  since  been  the  evil  genius  of  South 
Africa.     My  right  hon.  friend  the  late 
Home  Secretary  said  that  the  cause  of 
the  failure  of  the  negotiations  was  that  i 
the  whole  atmosphere  was  poisoned  with  j 
stispicion.     Yes ;  but  what  introduced 
the  poisonous  suspicion  ?     It  was  the  | 
raid.      It  was  the  conduct  of  the  raid  j 
itself,  and   the  manner  in  which  the ' 
raiders  were  dealt  with.    In  niy  opiTiioti,  ' 
one  of  the  mast  serious  questions  raised 
by  the  Amendment  which  challenges  the  \ 
conduct  of  the  Government  in  dealing  j 
with  the  affairs  of  South  Africa  since  1895  j 
is  their  treatment  of  the  raid.     In  my 
opinion  it,  in  the  cud,  made  peace  im- , 
possible.    I  am  not  going  to  enter  into 
details  upon  this  matter.     But  it  is : 
necessary  I  should  make  an  obsen-ation ' 
on  the  attack  my  hon.  and  learned  friend 
the  Member  for  Dumfries  made  on  the  \ 
South  African  Committee.    He  charged  i 
the  members  of  the  Committee,  of  whom  j 
I  was  one,  with  a  breach  of  their  duty  in  i 
not  pursuing  certain  investigations.  It 
has  been  suggested  that  members  of  that 
Committee  had  some  object  in  not  pursuing 
those  investigations,  that  the}'  deliberately 
hushed  them  up.    SVell,  I  speak  for  my- 
self, but  I  believe  no  member  of  that 
committee  ever  had  such  an  idea  in  his 
head  or  ever  acted  upon  it.    You  will 
find  the  reason  why  they  did  not  pursue 
those  investigations  stated  fully  on  page 
15  of  the  Report.    It  was  impossible  to 
pursue   the   investigations   without  ad- 
journing  the   Committee  to   the  next 
session  of  Parliament.    That  is  the  whole 
storj*,  the  sole  and  only  reason.  AVit- 
nesses  couhl  not  be  got  whom  it  was 
necessar}'  to  examine.    You  might  have 
sent  Mr.  Hawksley  to   prison.  But 
it  was  the  end  of  the  session,  and  in 
ten   days  he    would    have   been  re- 
leased.    You  might    have  adjourned 
the  Committee.     I   know    very  well 
that  the  whole  object  of  the  suggestions 
which  were  industriously  made  by  the 
authors  of  the  raid,  endeavouring  to  im- 


plicate the  Colonial  Office,  was  to  prevent 
a  verdict  being  given  by  that  Committee- 
on  the  authors  of  the  ndi^  and  if  the 
Committee  had  failed  to  report  then  and 
there,  they  would  have  accomplished 
their  object.  The  authors  of  the  raid  had 
influence  enough  in  this  House  and  out  of 
this  House  to  have  prevented  the  re- 
appointment of  that  Committee  eight 
months  later.  [HON.  MEMBER.S :  Oh  Ij 
There  is  nothing  else  in  it.  It  would 
have  been  impossible  to  have  delayed  for 
eight  months  the  Kcport  of  that  Com- 
mittee. I  leave  that  question  for  the 
present ;  but  what  I  have  to  ask  is — was 
the  manner  in  which  the  raid  was  dealt- 
with  one  likely  to  remo^'o  suspicion  from 
the  people  of  the  Transvaal,  or,  indeed, 
from  anyone  else  ?  Almost  all  the  per- 
sons who  took  part  in  the  raid  have  been 
restored  to  their  fomer  positions.  The 
principal  author  of  the  raid  still  retains 
all  the  former  influence  which  belongs  to 
the  Chartered  Company  at  the  Cape.  I 
do  not  speak  of  the  inferior  people  who- 
have  been  restored.  There  has  twen  no- 
compensation  made.  Was  there  not  by 
this  treatment  of  the  raid  cause  for  sus- 
picion tliat  the  condemnation  of  the  raid 
was  not  so  strong  as  it  might  have  been  X 
There  is  one  circumstance  to  which  I  must 
refer,  and  in  the  reference  there  is  some- 
thing personal  to  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
The  Report  of  the  Committee  said  as  tO' 
the  principal  author  of  the  raid,  that  he 
deceived  the  High  Commissioner,  the- 
representative  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment, that  he  concealed  his  views  from 
his  colleagues  in  the  Colonial  Ministry, 
and  from  the  Board  of  the  British  South 
Africa  Company,  and  led  his  supporters- 
to  believe  that  his  policy  was  approved 
by  bis  superiors,  atid  that  no  doubt 
persons  had  been  induced  to  join  in  the 
raid  under  the  belief  that  it  had  the 
countenance  and  support  of  the  Imperial 
Government.  The  consequences  of  that 
conduct  are  stated  in  the  Report.  The 
result  for  the  time  being  caused  grave 
injury  to  British  interests  in  South 
Africa.  Public  confidence  was  shaken, 
race  feeling  ivas  embittered,  and  serious 
difficidties  were  created  in  neighbouring^ 
States,  and  it  might  have  had  serious 
consequences  in  one  or  two  other  direc- 
tions. Such  was  the  statement,  and  it 
was  unfortunate  and  surprising  that, 
while  the  Report  was  under  consideration, 
the  right  hon.  Grentlcman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  thought  it  right  to  state  that 
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in  his  opinion  conduct  of  that  character 

was  not  inconsistent  with  the  personal 
honour  of  the  man  who  was  guilty  of  it. 
Why  that  statement  was  made  at  that 
time  I  do  not  know.  No  explanation 
has  ever  been  given.  I  am  sure  it  was 
■an  unfortunate  statement;  I  am  snrc  it 
has  given  rise  to  many  evils,  and  to 
suspicions  before  we  went  into  negotia- 
tions as ,  to  what  our  intentions  really 
were.  That  standard  of  personal  honour 
■applied  to  such  niatters  was  one  which 
only  infused  suspicion  in  the  breasts  of 
all  concerned.  It  has  done  us  great  barm 
in  the  Transvaal ;  it  has  done  us  great 
harm,  in  my  opinion,  throughout  the  world. 
What,  then,  are  we  to  infer  from  all  these 
rumours,  which  I  believe,  myself,  are 
slanders,  by  which  the  authors  of  the 
raid  have  throughout  endeavoured,  some- 
times by  actual  statement,  and  constantly 
by  innuendo  and  iiimour,  to  persuade  the 
world  that  the  British  Government  con- 
nived at  the  raid  1  Sir,  I  believe,  know- 
ing what  I  do  of  the  constant  tissue  of 
fraud  and  falsehood  by  which  the  authors 
of  the  raid  carried  out  their  criminal  pur- 
pose— I  believe  that  when  that  matter  is 
probed  to  the  bottom,  it  will  be  proved 
to  be  based  on  falsehood  and  fraud. 
Of  this  I  am  convinced,  that  until  that 
is  done  we  will  never  get  rid  of  the 
suspicion  and  the  mischief.  The  great 
and  growing  mischief  will  not  be  brought 
to  an  end  by  silence  simply ;  it  would  be 
in  the  public  interest,  it  would  be  wise 
and  prudent  that  these  slanders  and  these 
falsehoods  should  be  rebutted  and  dis- 
pelled for  ever.  Sir,  I  cannot  but  believe 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  not  only 
in  his  own  interest,  of  which  he  himself  is 
the  judge,  but  in  the  public  interest,  will 
agree  that  everything  that  can  be  done 
to  refute  these  slanders  should  be  done. 
Well,  I  have  said  what  I  have  to  say  upon 
the  policy  of  the  Government  which  pre- 
ceded the  war,  and  the  firmness,  courage, 
and  spirit  displayed  by  all  sections  of  the 
commtmity  have  been  such  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  nation  in  the 
situation  in  which  we  find  ourselves.  The 
unequalled  bravery  of  our  troops,  the  unex- 
ampled loyalty  and  devotion  of  our  kinsmen 
bej'oiul  the  seas,  are  topics  on  which  we 
can  dwell  with  pride  and  satisfaction. 
Of  the  future  what  can  be  said  1  We  feel 
that  our  military  forces  will  triumph. 
Who  can  doubt  it  ?  Who  can  wish  it 
otherwise  i  You  will  have  200,000  men 
in  the  field.  Why,  of  course,  as  the  right 
Sir  JnHitnn  Unrcmrf. 
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I  faon.  Gentleman   said  in  1881,  "the 

I  victory  is  in  your  hands ;  you  can  sub- 
!  jugate  the  Dutch  race  in  South  Africa." 
!  No  one  can  desire  that  this  terrible 
j  struggle  should  be  prolonged.    In  these 
!  preliminary  combats  of  a  few  months  you 
[  have  already  had  a  loss  of  10,000  men. 
,  But  when  you  have  conquered,  what  is  to 
I  follow  1    I  do  not  venture  to  predict ;  but 
I  the  Colonial  Secretary  will  not  have 
I  forgotten  the  dangers  which  in  1881  he 
I  pointed  out  wouM  ensue  after  victory. 
I  We  axQ  emliarked  on  this  unhappy  war. 
I  We  must  fight  it  out  to  the  bitter  end, 
j  and  secure  victory  for  the  British  arma. 
I  It  seems  to  me.  Sir,  very  much  like  the 
I  situation  of  two  men  of  equal  courage 
and  of  equal  honour  who   have  been 
I  committed  to  a  duel  which  they  never 
I  desired  by  the  imbecility  of  the  manner 
in  which  their  interests  were  conducted 
I  by  their  seconds.  They  found  themselves 
I  in  a  position  in  which  they  must  endea^ 
,  voiu'  to  take  each  other's  lives.    There  is 
one  other  topic,  and  the  last  upon  which 
I  shall  touch,  and  touch  with  a  cautious 
hand.      Much  has  been  said   of  the 
!  hostility  felt    towards    ns  by  forei^ 
nations.    That  is  not  an  agreeable  topic, 
but  it  is  one  which  in  our  heart  of  hearts 
we  shall  do  well  to  ponder  upon.  I  know 
the  tendency,  the  natural  tendency  of 
human  nature,  to  believe  that  all  the 
hostility  felt  towartls  ourselves  is  due 
entirely  to  our  own  superior  \-irtue ;  but 
this  hostility  of  foreign  nations  is  a  theme 
upon  which  you  might  well  pause  when  you 
remember  that  you  have  drained  your 
country  of  all  its  natural  land  defences. 
I  know  the  wild  talk  of  mobilising  the 
i  fleet,  and  I  was  very  glad  to  hear  that  wild 
I  talk  repudiated.     I  was  going  to  offer  to 
'  the  House  the  obser\'ations  I  desire  to 
j  make  in  language  much  more  authorita- 
1  tive  than  mine.  Lord  Salisbury  is  a  man 
who  puzzles  and  perplexes  us  all  some- 
i  times  by  an  inexphcable  cynicism,  and  at 
other  times  by  sentiments  which  seem  to 
belong  to  the  highest  plane  of  statesman- 
ship. Not  long  ago  he  delivered  a  solemn 
warning  against  the  vainglorious,  boastful, 
noisy,  bullying  spirit  w^ich  is  too  often 
cultivated  as  the  only  true  patriotism.  I 
saw  the  other  day  that  the  German 
Emperor  had  l»ecn  quoting  a  saying  of 
Prince  Bismarck,  to  the  effect  that  "  the 
panes  of  glass  which   the  press  have 
broken  we  have  to  pay  for."  Yes, 
and  the  British  people  will  have  to 
pay  for  them  in  the  same  way.   BiU,  1^, 
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the  wonls  of  Jjord  Salisbury,  delivered 
in  the  House  of  Lords  in  February,  189tj, 
I  wish  to  quote  are  these — 

**  I  have  a  stnmg  belief  that  there  is  dancier 
«f  the  pablic  opinioD  of  this  connti'jr  uni^r- 
goiDc  a  reaction  from  the  Cobdenite  doctrines 
of  Uiirtf  or  forty  years  ago,  and  belie^'iD<r 
that  it  IS  oar  duty  to  take  everything  we 
can,  to  fight  everybody,  and  to  make  a 
quarrel  of  ever)'  dispute.  That  seems  to  me  a 
very  dangerous  doctrine,  not  merely  because  it 
might  incite  other  natinks  a^punst  na — thons^ 
thi^  is  not  a  con»ideration  to  be  neglected,  for 
the  kind  of  reputation  we  are  at  present  en- 
joying on  the  Continent  of  Europe,  is  by  do 
means  pleasant  and  by  no  means  advantageons; 
bat  there  is  a  mucli  more  serious  danger,  and 
that  is  lest  we  tthonld  overtax  our  ntrengtb. 
However  strmg  yon  niay  be,  wh^her  yon  are 
a  man  or  a  nation,  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  ^our  strength  will  not  go.  It  is  mad- 
ness ;  It  endp  in  min  if  yon  tulow  yourselves 
to  pass  beyond  it.  And  my  IjOrdt^,  I  am  sure 
that  the  noble  Earl  and  his  friends  feel  as  we 
do  the  extreme  gravity  of  the  crisis  in  oar 
country's  history  throu^  which  we  are  pass- 
ing, and  the  extreme  importance  that  we 
sboold  not  allow  any  paity  feelings  to  bias  us 
in  discovering  and  following  tlie  difhcnlt,  the 
narrow  line  that  separates  an  undue  con- 
cession from  that  rashness  wbicb  has,  in  more 
than  one  case  in  history,  been  the  rnin  of 
nations  as  great  and  powerful  as  ourselves." 

That  is  a  lesson  which  we  would 
all  do  well  to  learn.  We  have  been 
told  that  we  shall  derive  many  lessons 
from  this  war,  lessons  in  the  art  of 
naval  and  military  preparations ;  but 
there  is  another  lesson  to  learn  which 
far  more  concerns  the  safety  of  this 
country,  and  that  is — not  to  exasperate 
l)y  an  arrogant  and  insolent  demeanour 
those  whom  wo  desire  to  make  our  friends, 
not  to  abuse  and  insult  those  with  whom 
ve  have  influence,  and  to  carry  ourselves 
with  that  moderation,  prudence,  and 
self-control  which  truly  befits  the  dignity 
of  an  Empire  which  is  conscious  <n  its 
own  greatness  and  of  its  own  strength. 

Mr,  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  Every  man 
who  addresses  the  House  in  this  debate 
must  form  his  own  judgment  of  what  it  is 
fitting  and  useful  and  patriotic  to  say  on 
^uch  an  occasion,  at  such  a  time,  and  in 
auch  an  assembly.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman who  has  just  sat  down  has,  no 
iloubt,  formed  his  own  standard.  I  can 
only  say  that  I  think  to-morrow  the  coun- 
try will  differ  from  that  standard.  What 
is  the  situation  1  We  have  reached  a 
critical  stage  of  the  war.  The  situation 
is  undoulrtwdly  serious,  although  I  hesi- 
tate to  adopt  the  extreme  language  of 


some  speakers.    I  do  not  believe  that 
the  country  is  in  danger.     I  think 
such   a   phrase   is   excessive,    and  I 
think    it    is    unwise    to    give  to 
others   the  opportunity  of  quoting  us 
j  when  we  depreciate  ourselves.    But  un- 
■  doubtedly  there  is  sorrow  in  many 
I  homes.  [Cheers  from  Irish  Msubers.]  Do 
'  you  suppose  that  all  of  us  are  not 
sensible  of  it  1  There  is  anxiety  in  all 
oiu"  hearts,  and  there  is,  above  all,  in  the 
mind  of  the  people  an  overwhelming 
!  desire  that  e\  ery  nerve  shall  be  strained 
to  bring  this  war  to  a  triumphant  con- 
j  elusion.    The  country  is  in  need  of  guid- 
ance and  of  encouragement  from  this 
I  House,  not  from  one  party  alone.  The 
I  country  asks  from  all  of  us  a  recognition 
of  past  mistakes  and  a  reassurance  as  to 
I  the  future.   The  attitude  of  the  country 
'  has  been  admirable.   It  has  extorted  the 
;  approval  even  of  the- most  hostile  critics. 
\  Throughout  it  baa  shown  no  desire  to 
find  scapegoats,  whether  among  generals 
I  or  among  Ministers.    It  has  shown  that 
;  it  expects  all  of  us  to  work  together,  with 
I  a  single  mind,  to  discover  the  causes  of 
I  our  mistakes,  to  find  out  the  remedy, 
<  to  profit  by  those  mistakes,  and  to  co- 
operate  heartily,    without   regard  to 
persons    or   to   parties,    in  securing 
the  end  which  we  all  have  in  view. 
That  is  the  situation,  and  what  is  the 
message  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
brings  to  hiscountr)Tnent    Whom  is  he 
addressing  to-night  1  This  House  ?  Yes ; 
but  what  beside  ?    He  is  addressing  all 
those  who  have  suflFered  in  this  war,  all 
who  have  suffered  in  this  country,  all  who 
have  suffered  in  our  colonies  in  Africa,  in 
the  Cape  and  in  Natal,  where  the  greatest 
sufferings  have  been  loyally  and  readily 
endured  in  the  confidence  that  this  coun- 
try will  see  the  matter  to  the  end.  And 
he  is  also  addressing  those  spectators 
abroad  to  whom  he  referred  in  his  closing 
passages.  And  to  them  what  does  he  say  1 
He  enters  upon  a  critical  examination — 
characteristic  in  this,  that  it  omits  almost 
everything  that  we  think  of  importance, 
of  all  that  preceded  this  war — and  with 
what  object  t   In  order  to  indicate  to  all 
these  people  that  the  war  is  an  immoral 
war,  an  unjust  war,  that  all  the  sacrifices 
have  been  thrown  away,  that  the  splendid 
offers  and  assistance  given  to  us  by  our 
colonies  have  been  futile  and  wasted, 
even  if  they  have  not  been  absolutely  in- 
jurious; and  he  finds  ar^ments  for  those 
who  gloat  over  the  misfortunes  <rf  the 
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country.  That  is  not  all.  He  has  embarked 
on  a  personal  and  historical  retrospect  of 
the  situation,  and  of  the  events  which  led 
up  to  and  accompanied  the  Majulta  Con- 
vention. Unlike  those  of  his  colleagues 
at  that  time  who  still  remain  alive,  he 
not  only  offers  justification,  which  perhaps 
may  well  be  offered,  for  the  course  which 
was  then  taken,  but  in  the  light  of  all 
that  has  happened  since  he  gives  us  to 
understand  that  if  he  had  influence  and 
power  he  would  do  the  same  thine  again, 
and  in  the  middle  of  this  war,  ^v■nile  its 
fortunes  are  still  hanging  in  the  balance, 
that  is  the  future  which  ho  offers  to  the 
people  of  this  country  and  to  our  colonial 
fellow -citizens.  One  more  remark  I  wish 
to  make  about  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  becanso  he  thought  it 
appropriate  to  this  debate  and  to  this 
particular  occasion  to  refer  back  to  the 
Conunittee.of  inquiry  into  the  raid,  which 
was  closed  by  his  suggestion  about  three 
years  ago,  and  to  a  speech  which  I  made 
at  that  time,  which  also  is  now  three  years 
old,  in  order  to  base  upon  that  a  sugges- 
tion that  that  Committee  should  l>e  re- 
opened. All  I  say  with  regard  to  that 
to-night  is  that  the  matter  is  down  for 
consideration  on  the  motion  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Merthyr,  and  when  that 
comes  forward  I  will  say  whatever  I  may 
think  it  necessary  to  say  upon  the  sub- 
ject. The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  for- 
give me  if,  to-night  at  any  rate,  I  fail  to 
follow  him,  because  I  think  I  have  a 
higher  and  a  more  important  duty.  How 
shall  I  deal  with  these  criticisms  against 
the  policy  of  the  Government  previous 
to  the  commencement  of  the  war?  I 
might  leave  hon.  and  right  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  to  answer  one 
another.  I  might  lea^e  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for  South 
Shields  to  answer  the  hon.  and  learned 
Grentlemui  the  Member  for  Dumfries.  I 
might  leave  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
for  the  Berwick  Division  to  answer  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
down.  I  might  refer  to  the  fact  that 
those  hon.  Gentlemen  who  have  taken 
this  critical  view  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Government  have  not  added  one 
atom,  one  iota,  one  new  fact,  or  one  new 
argument  or  suggestion  to  what  they 
said  at  great  length,  and  to  which  we 
replied  at  equal  length,  in  the  short  ses- 
sion of  October  last.  And  whv  are  we 
now,  after  this  House  has  decided,  after 
the  country  has  decided,  again  to  be 
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dragged  into  that  issue  when  we  have 
stillmore  important  and  urgent  matters 
to  consider?  But,  althou^  I  am  not 
inclined  to  any  repetition,  although  1 
refuse  a1>soluteIy  to  be  drawn  into  a  dis- 
cussion of  petty  details,  yet  I  do  feel  that 
those  who  are  the  losers  by  this  war, 
those  especially  who  have  lost  in  person 
or  friends  or  relatives,  are  entitled  to  have 
it  insisted  upon  a^in  and  again,  whenever 
the  question  is  raised,  that  this  war  is  just 
and  necessary.  I  want  the  House  for  a 
few  minutes  to  look  at  the  matter 
broadly — not  to  stop  to  consider  the 
shreds  and  patches  of  the  subject,  but  the 
general  drift  of  events  and  the  general 
ciurent  of  policy.  We  have  to  watch  the 
river  as  it  flows  to  the  sea  and  not  to 
waste  time  in  paddling 
which  seem  to,  but  do 
course.  Speaking  from 
view,  I  say  that  the  issues  between  Boer 
and  Briton,  between  this  country  and  the 
South  African  Republics,  are  great  issues, 
are  real  issues,  are  not  technical  issue?< — 
that  they  do  not  stand  upon  the  triviali- 
ties of  debate,  and  the  matter  is  not  to  be 
considered  as  if  it  were  a  ci^  il  case  in  a 
civil  Court  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  1 
will  do  him  the  justice  to  say,  said  that 
theseissues  cannot  be  discussed,  as  they  are 
sought  to  be  discussed  by  the  terms  of 
this  Amendment,  by  confining  yourselves 
strictly  to  the  year  1895,  when  this 
Government  became  responsible  for  South 
African  affairs.  No,  Sir,  these  issues 
existed — the  root  causes  of  this  disagree- 
ment were  there  lon^  before  1895,  even 
before  1881.  The  raid,  the  Bloemfontein 
Conference,  the  franchise  question — all 
these  are  not,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man appears  to  think  they  are,  cause!). 
They  are  only  incidents  ana  consequences 
of  the  disagreement.  This  difference,  thiA 
vital  difference,  did  not  begin  with  Ma- 
juba,  but  it  was  intensified  by  the  policy 
of  Majuba.  That,  I  think,  most  d  ua 
believe  who,  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
says  I  was,  were  personally  and  particu- 
larly responsible  for  that  policy— even  we 
are  unable  to  resist  the  evidence  of  his- 
tory, the  evidence  of  all  that  has  passed 
since.  We  cannot  fail  to  see  that,  as  a 
policy,  the  policy  of  magnanimity  was  a 
mistake.  AVhat  happened  ?  The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  jumped  from  Majuba  to 
the  raid,  and  he  omitted  all  the  interven- 
ing time.  Why,  before  the  ink  of  the 
Majaba  Convention  was  dry  the  Boera 
be^m  to  try  and  break  that  Convention. 
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Why,  Sir,  the  whole  history  of  our  i 
rdations  is  a  history  of  this  continual  I 
effort  to  gat  out  of  the  obligations  which  i 
they  had  accepted,  and  which  were  the 
«)ndition3  of  the  magnanimity  to  which  I 
have  referred.    How  otherwise  could  it 
be  whun  you  think  of  the  facts?    Mr.  ! 
Gladstone  was  not  unfriendly  to  the 
Boers.    IVfr.  Gladstone  was  the  head  of  \ 
the  Government  which  made  the  Majuba 
Convention  ;  and  yet,  within  three  yean 
of  the  signing  of  that  Convention,  Mr.  i 
Gladstone  was  obliged  to  take  all  those  ^ 
terrible  risks  upon  which  the  right  hon.  ^ 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  dwelt ' 
— the  risk  of  civil  war,  the  risk  of  Dutch 
opposition,  the  risk  of  serious  armament . 
and  cost  to  this  country — and  to  send  a  ' 
military  expedition  to  force  and  compel 
the  Boers  to  observe  the  conditions  of  the 
Majuba  Convention.    That  is  only  one 
illustration.    What  happened  in  the  time 
of  the  late  GK>vernment  1   What  happened 
when  Lord  Loch  went  to  Pretoria  1  The 
history  of  chose  proceedings  has  never 
been  written,  and  perha[»  never  will  be. 
But  this,  at  leasts  is  well  known,  that 
a&irs  at  that  time  were  in  a  most 
critical  position,  and  that  military  move- 
ments were  taking  place  in  consequence. 
I  come  down  to  a  later  period.    Only  just 
before  the  raid,  and  after  we  had  been 
only  a  few  months  in  office,  there  arose 
the  question  of  th  i  drifts,  and  what  hap- 
pened thenl     We  were  advised  and 
urged  to  send  an  ultimatum  which  must 
have  ted  to  war  and  all  its  consequences, 
if  President  ICniger  had  not  given  way. 
We  were  urged  and  advised  and  pressed 
to  send  it — by  whom  ?     By  the  Cape 
Ch) vem men t,  i n  which   Mr.  Sc hreiner, 
the  present  Prime  Minister,   was  then 
Attorney  General,  and  not  merely  a  con- 
senting party,  but  an  advising  party. 

Mr.  SWIFr  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S) : 
Hear,  hear,  hear ! 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  will  excuse  me  on 
this  occasion  if  I  think  the  subject  is  too 
grave  to  give  him  the  notice  which  no 
doubt  he  expects.  I  have  referred  to  the 
drifts.  I  want  to  refer  to  another  inci- 
dent which  also  occurred  in  the  time  of 
the  late  Grovernment,  to  which  I  myself 
attach,  very  considerable  importance.  I 
refer  to  that  adjiirable  dispatch  of  Lord 
Kipon's.  a  portion  of  which  has  already 
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been  published  in  the  Blue-book  with  his 
consent.  I  may  be  told  that  that  dispatch 

was  not  sent.    No ;  and  if  I  wanted  to 
make  a  controversial  point  Z  should  ask 
why  it  was  sent   to    Lord  Loch,  the 
High  Commissioner,  and  why  he  was 
afterwards  told  to  withhold  it?    But  that 
is  not  necessary  for  my  purpose.  What  I 
want  to  point  out  is  that  the  late  Govern- 
ment, just  before  we  came  into  office,  had 
found  that  it  was  necessary  and  right,  in 
spite  of  the  limitaticms  of  the  Convention, 
to  interest  themselves  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  the  TraiisraaL   And  I  want  to 
point  out  that  their  remedy  for  the  diffi- 
culties which  then  existed  and  which  I 
found  confronting  me  the  moment  I  came 
into  office   was  a  five  years  franchise. 
That  was  the  remedy  which  we  borrowed 
from  our  predecessors  in  office,  and  which 
I  suppose  was  good  enough  in  their  hands, 
although  it  is  condemned  in  ours.  I 
think  I  have  stated  enough  to  show  that 
the  difficulties  between  ourselves  and  the 
Transvaal  were    not  the  work  of  one 
Government.   Indeed,  I  should  not  my- 
self say  they  are  the  work  of  any  Govern- 
ment.   They  are  inherent  in  the  circum- 
stances ;  in  the  great  difference  which 
exists  between  Boer  character  and  British 
character ;    between    Boer  civilisation 
and  British,  civilisation ;  and  between 
Boer  education   and  British  education. 
There  you  will  find  the  root  cause  of  all 
that  has  happened.    What  has  been  the 
Boer  policy?    I  am  not  talking  of  any 
conspiracy ;  but  what  has  been  the  Boer 
aspiration  from  first  to  lastf     It  has 
been   to  get  rid  of  every  shred  and 
vestige  of  British   supremacy,  uid  to 
substitute  for    it  a   Boer  supremacy. 
1  do  not  say  that  at  all  times,  or  from 
the  first,  the  Boers  contemplated  that 
this  was  to  be  obtained  by  force  of  arms, 
although  they  have  never  shrunk,  in  my 
opinion,  from  indicating  that  they  were 
ready  when  the  proper  time  came  to 
resort  to  arms.    But  what  the  Boers 
hoped  for  was  tiiat  what  they  could  not 
get  from  the  Oovenunent  they  would  ^et 
from  the  Opposition.    I  am  not  speaking 
now  of  the  present  0{^)Osition.    But  if 
any  Gktvemment  had  the  courage  to  meet 
their  assaults  on  the  Convention,  the 
Boers  trusted  to  the  working  of  our  party 
politics  to  give  them  the  victory  in  the 
end.    And  this  must  also  be  marked. 
It  was  a  contest  for  supremacy  ;  but  for 
what  kind  of  supremacy  f   The  supre- 
macy of  the  Boers  means,  as  we  know^ 
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the  inferiority  of  every  other  race.  Our 
supremacy,  bo  far  as  we  have  been  able  to 
use  it,  has  been  used  and  will  be  used  in 
order  to  secure  the  equality  of  the  white 
races  and  justice  for  the  black.  Well, 
Sir,  there  was  the  issue.  It  was  a  contest 
for  supremacy,  dating  back  I  know  not 
for  how  man^  years,  and  for  a  different 
kind  of  civihsation.  That  issue  had  got 
to  be  tried  ;  that  battle  had  got  to  be 
fought ;  one  or  other  party  had  to  give 
way  if  peace  was  to  be  preserved.  Does 
not  the  House  think  now  that  in  this 
matter  we  may  perhaps*  have  drifted  too 
long!  It  is  easy  to  be  wise  after  the 
event.  But  oiir  hesitation — again  I  am 
speaking  of  no  particular  Qoremment  and 
of  no  particular  period — has  had  the 
efTect,  year  by  year,  of  strengthening  the  ' 
determination  and  the  power  of  the  Boers 
to  resistance.  When  we  came  into  office 
we  felt  very  quicldy  that  a  solution  must , 
be  found.  Things  could  not  go  on  with 
a  rapid  and  daily  increase  'in  the  hostility 
between  the  two  races.  That  was  the 
worst  feature  of  the  situation — the  grow- 
ing feeling  of  dissatisfaction  and  irritation 
between  peoples  who  ought  to  have  lived 
amicably  together,  and  who  had,  as  a  rule, 
previously  done  so.  The  time  had  come 
when  in  some  way  or  other  this  long- ' 
standing  difference  must  be  settled.  We 
believed  then  and  we  hoped  to  the  last 
that  a  peaceful  settlement  could  be  at- 
tained. We  hoped  that  when  President 
Krueur  saw  how  bttle  it  was  we  asked, 
and  how  determined  we  wtire  to  have  it, 
he  would  give  way.  I  take  all  the  blame 
that  the  House  considers  is  due  for  such 
a  belief.  If  you  say  that  our  preparations 
were  not  sufficient,  that  we  had  not  enough 
troops  there  yhen  war  broke  out,  that  we 
had  not  a  sufficiently  large  force  there  for 
defensive  action,  that  no  doubt  is  due  to 
the  fact  that  we  hoped  for  peace,  that  we 
were  determined  to  exhaust  every  means 
for  securing  peace  and  to  do  nothing  that 
we  thought  would  seriously  endanger  it. 
You  may  blame  us,  and  perhaps  rightly, 
that  throughout  this  business  we  have 
been  too  anxious  for  peace.  But  no 
impartial  man,  no  man  who  knows  the 
facts,  can  truly  and  properly  blame  us 
for  having  been  too  eager  for  war. 
Our  efforts  were  fruitless.  Our  object 
were  reasonable.  They  were  the  same 
objects  that  the  late  Government  bad.  Our 
demands  weremoderateeven  to  inefficiency. 
They  were  the  same  demands  that  right 
hou.  Crentlemen  opposite  were  prepared  to 

Jfr,  J.  Ghamherlain. 


make.  The  possibility  of  a  settlement 
was  open  up  to  the  last  moment  before 
the  ultimatum  was  delivered,  and  the  out- 
break of  hostilities ;  and  the  breach  did 
not  come  from  us.  What  more  would 
you  hare  had  ua  do  1  What  more  would  any 
friend  of  peace  have  had  us  do  f  There 
is  only  one  alternative  course  to  the  one 
we  pursued,  and  that  is  suggested  in  the 
speeches  of  some  at  least  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite.  What  they  say  is  this 
— '*  When  you  prayed,  when  you  begged, 
when  you  supplicated,  we  were  with  you  ; 
we  even  looked  on  without  opposition 
when  you  pressed,  when  you  urged,  when 
you  insisted.  But  there  we  stopped.  You 
may  do  all  this,  but  you  must  not  compel 
by  force.  The  moment  it  appeared  that 
President  Kruger  was  not  to  be  moved 
by  your  supplications,  was  not  frightened 
by  your  insistence,  at  that  moment  you 
should  have  retired  from  the  scene,  you 
should  have  scuttled,  you  should  have 
surrendered  the  interests  for  which 
you  are  the  trustees — the  interests, 
not  of  the  nation  alone,  but  of 
the  Empire."  A  good  deal  has  been  said 
in  this  debate  about  Dutch  opinion.  I 
think  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  aakl 
somethii^ — I  do  not  know  whsther  he 
referred  to  the  Colonial  Office,  or  Sir 
Alfred  Milner,  or  the  Government — but 
he  said  something  about  the  coolneiK 
between  ourselves  and  the  representatives 
of  Dutch  opinion.  I  know  of  no  coolness 
except  so  far  as  that  arises  necessarily 
from  differences  of  opinion.  But  I  will 
say  this  about  the  Dutch.  I  appreciate, 
as  every  one  must  do,  most  heartily  and 
sincerely  the  difficulties  in  which  our 
loyal  Dutch  fellow>subjects  have  found 
themselves  placed  in  this  situation.  Their 
loyalty  is  more  precious  than  ordinary 
loyalty,  because  of  the  strain  upon  them, 
because  of  the  ties  of  race,  and  in  some 
cases  the  ties  of  blood,  which  unite  them 
with  those  who  are  now  the  enemies 
of  the  British  Crown.  I  feel  all  that— I 
make  all  allowance  for  them.  But  I 
wish  in  return  that  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  —  and  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  is  a  great  offender  in  this 
respect — would  not  ignore  the  loyal 
British.  If  their  opinion  is  taken  we 
are  told  we  are  uonaulting  the  authors 
of  the  raid,  and  that  the  millionaires 
come  home  to  reside  in  Park  Lane.  No, 
Sir,  those  whom  we  h^vc  consulted, 
whose  opinion  we  value,  are  those  who 
are  now  giving  of  their  property,  giving 
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of  their  children,  giving  their  persons,  in 
order  to  aid  Her  Majesty  in  this  contlict. 
The  strain  and  stress  of  war  has  been 
upon  these  men  in  Natal  and  Cape  Colony, 
and  they  are  bitterly  injured  aiul  hurt  b^ 
the  neglect  which  is  shown  towards  their 
views  and  by  the  sneers  with  which  they 
are  occasionally  treated.  Now,  Sir,  I  say 
this  is  my  proposition.  The  war  is  a  just, 
a  righteous,  and  a  necessary  war.  The 
opinion  of  the  Irish  Nationalist  members 
in  this  matter  is  nothing.  Their  situation 
ia  exceptional,  and,  therefore,  I  do  notappeal 
to  them.  I  appeal  to  the  party  opposite, 
and  I  ask  them  do  they  say  that  this 
war  is  just,  ia  necessary,  is  righteous  1 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  They  are  divided.] 
We  know  they  are  divided.  I  venture  on 
the  opinion  that  those  among  them — I  am 
speaking  now  entirely  of  what  I  may  call 
the  British  members — who  take  the  view 
that  the  war  is  unjust,  unrighteous,  are 
in  a  majority  on  that  side  of  the  House. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  You  mean  a 
minority.]  No,  I  mean  a  majority ;  and 
it  is  a  thing  to  which  I  think  we  should 
not  shut  our  eyes ;  and  which  I  regard 
as  a  matter  of  great  gravity.  Sir,  it  is 
only  because  the  majority  of  the  Liberal 
party  hold  that  opinion  that  they  put  before 
the  House  such  an  Amendment  as  this. 
When  you  deplore  the  want  of  judgment, 
the  want  of  foresight,  and  the  want  of 
knowledge,  you  imply,  if  you  do  not  say 
it  ia  so  many  words,  that  the  war  might 
hare  been  prevented  if  those  qualities  had 
heen  possessed  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment in  the  same  degree  in  which  they 
are  possessed  by  the  Opposition.  Yes, 
hut  a  war  that  could  be  prevented  is  an 
unnecessary  wur,  and  I  am  not  here 
to  aigne  that  an  unnecessary  war  can  ever 
be  a  Just  war.  But,  Sir,  that  being  the 
case,  1  proceed  to  ask  a  question.  Why 
hsA-e  not  these  gentlemen  who  entertain 
these  views  the  courage  of  their  convic- 
tions? Why  do  not  they  vote  against 
the  war  1  They  have  no  business  to  vote 
for  this  Amendment,  any  one  of  them. 
They  should  vote  for  the  Amendment  of 
the  hon.  Gentlemen  from  Ireland,  which 
is  to  follow  the  present  one ;  they  should 
vote  for  the  immediate  commencement  of 
negotiations  with  a  view  to  peace.  That 
is  ue  only  consistent  and  logical  course. 
Instead  of  which,  what  they  are  doing  ia  to 
vote  that  this  war  is  unjust,  unrighteous, 
and  unnecessary,  and  then  to  vote  for  its 
vigorous  prosecution.  Well,  but  what 
about  the  minority — those  whom  I  fear 


are  a  minority — on  the  other  side,  thoa 
who  agree  with  us  that  the  war  is  jus 
and  was  inevitable  I  I  do  not  suppose 
that,  any  more  than  we,  they  thought 
always  that  the  war  was  inevitable.  I  take 
it  that,  like  us,  having  rerard  to  what 
has  happened,  having  regard  to  the  proof, 
the  evidence  that  we  have  been  daily 
increasing  as  to  the  enormous  prepara- 
tions of  the  Boers,  the  evidence  of  a  care- 
fully prepared  plan  for  the  invasion  of 
British  colonies,  the  propaganda  which 
we  know  has  been  going  on  among  the 
Dutch  subjects  of  Her  Majesty,  having 
regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  negotiations, 
having  regard  to  the  delivery  of  the 
ultimatum,  and  the  invasion  and  annexa- 
tion of  British  territory,  having  r^ard  to 
the  terms  of  the  manifestoes  that  have 
been  issued  by  the  two  Presidents — I 
take  it  that  they  feel,  as  we  feel  now, 
tiiat  the  war  could  not  have  been  avoided, 
except  by  an  absolute  surrender  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  of  all  those  things 
to  which  we  attach  importance.  Then, 
believing  as  you  do  that  the  war  was 
inevitable,  how  can  you  vote  for  au 
amendment  which  sa^s  that  the  war 
ou^ht  to  have  been  avoided  1  What 
an  inconsistent  position ;  how  unworthy 
of  those  hon.  and  right  hou.  Gentlemen 
who  appear  to  me  to  be  in  the  position  of 
accepting  something  to  which  they  are 
utterly  opposed,  because  they  are  allowed 
to  vote  for  something  else  with  which 
they  happen  to  agree  !  A  policy  of  that 
kind  is  said  to  unite  the  party ;  well,  it 
may  unite  the  party,  but  it  serves  in  the 
face  of  Europe  to  throw  doubt  upon  the 
union  of  the  kingdpm.  I  do  not  suppose 
that  the  country  is  at  all  interested  in  the 
logical  position  of  statesmen  on  .the  other 
side.  I  believe,  as  I  have  already  said, 
that  the  one  thing  which  is  in  their  minds 
is  their  desire  to  be  assured  that  the  war 
shall  be  vigorously  prosecuted,  and  that 
the  results  shall  be  commensurate  with 
the  sacrifices  which  have  been  made.  We 
have  suifered  checks,  we  have  made  mis- 
takes ;  I  am  not  anxious  to  dispute  the 
blame.  Let  the  Government  bear  the 
brunt  of  it  until,  at  all  events,  the  time  is 
come,  under  happier  auspices,  when  we 
can  see  how  far  that  blame  is  to  be  appor- 
tioned between  the  system  and  those  who 
have  to  administer  it.  In  the  meantime 
blame  us  by  ail  means, 
is  to  retrieve  those 
repair  those  mistakes, 
are  doing  iu  that 
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again  to  that  admirable  speech  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  which,  I  am  glad  to  hear  from 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite, 
excited  ae  mnoh  admiration  for  its 
manner  and  ability  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  as  it  gave  pleasure  to  his  per- 
sonal and  political  friends  on  this  side. 
How  do  we  meet  this  charge  of  mistakes  ? 
Not  by  denying  the  mistakes,  but  by 
saying  what  we  have  done  since,  and  what 
we  are  doing.  You  say  we  sent  too  few 
troops  ;  we  are  pouring  troops  into  South 
Africa — you  have  been  told  that  in  a  few 
weeksyou  will  have  an  Armythereof  about 
300,000  men.  You  said  we  were  forget- 
ful of  the  need  for  mounted  men ;  we  have 
been  increasing  the  number  of  horse 
infantry  imtil  in  a  very  short  time  the 
number  of  mounted  men  in  the  British 
forces  will  be  almost  as  great,  if  not  quite 
as  great  as  the  total  of  mounted  men  in 
the  Boer  army.  You  say  our  artillery 
was  insufficient,  and  that  it  was  not  heavy 
enough ;  we  have  sent  battery  after 
battery  until  now  you  have  an  un- 
exampled force  of  that  arm,  and  we  have 
at  the  same  time  added  a  number  of  the 
heavier  form  of  guns.  "When  the  war 
began  no  doubt  the  needs  of  the  war  were 
under-estimated,  and  at  that  time — it  is 
part  of  the  same  mistake — ^we  failed  to 
respond  as  we  ought  to  have  done  to  the 
splendid  offers  which  came  to  us  from  our 
colonies.  We  accepted  enough  to 
show  how  much  we  valued  their 
assistance,  but  we  hesitated  to  put 
upon  them  any  greater  strain  than 
we  thought  was  necessary.  What 
is  happening  now  ?  They  are  multiply- 
ing their  oifers,  and  every  one  is 
gratefully,  promptly  appreciated  and  ac- 
cepted. Sir,  we  uiall  have  in  this  war 
before  it  is  over  an  army  of  colonials 
called  to  the  aid  of  Her  Majesty  which 
Mrill  outnumber  the  British  Army  at 
Waterloo,  and  which  will  be  nearly  equal 
to  the  total  British  force  in  the  Crimea. 
It  is  said,  I  hope  not  correctly,  that  in 
the  first  instance  the  sen-ices  and  special 
knowledge  of  these  colonial  troops  were 
not  properly  appreciated  by  the  authori- 
ties. I  hope  that  was  not  true ;  but,  at 
all  events,  Lord  Roberta,  with  that 
kindly  instinct  which  makes  him  so 
beloved  by  all  who  serve  him,  has 
selected  fii&m  the  colonial  force  a  guard 
of  honour  which  he  takes  as  his  personal 
bodyguard.  Then  we  are  told  that  a 
strategical  mistake  was  made  when  a 
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large  portion  of  the  Army  was  diverted 
to  Ladysmith.    I  will  not  argue  a  ques- 
tion which  is  outside  my  competence ; 
but  if  that  be  a  mistake  it  is  rapidly 
being  corrected,  and  Lord  Roberts  will 
shortly  have,  if  he  has  not  already,  under 
his  command  an  army  larger  than  that 
with  which  we  intended  to  carry  out  the 
original  plan  of  campaign,  and  upon 
which  we  based  all  our  calculations,  all 
our  estimates,  all  our  hopes,  and  which 
we  still  trust  and  believe  will  fulfil  them. 
Meanwhile  the  spirit  of  the  nation  is 
absolutely  unbroken.    There  is  no  sacri- 
fice which  they  are  not  willing  to  make, 
there  is  no  sacrifice  which  we  will  not 
ask  of  them  if  we  think  it  necessary  to 
success.   We  must  go  further  than  thi^ 
we  admit  it.    Here  Is  a  war  under  new 
conditions,  in  a  new  country,  with  new 
arms,  and  with  a  people  whose  tenacity 
and  coinage  are  as  admirable  as  those 
'  of  our  own  soldiers.    It  has  proved 
'  to  require  larger  forces  than  anything 
'  that  ever  was  estimated  in  any  scheme 
I  that  was  ever  framed  by  any  p^e^^ous 
j  Government  in  any  previous  war.  That 
j  shows  us,  that  convinces  us,  that  the 
I  scheme  which  involves  territorial  defence 
I  as  well  as  offensive  action  must  be  recon- 
I  sidered  in  the  light  of  recent  events.  A 
\  statement  has  been  promised  to  the 
'  House  on  this  subject,  and  with  regard 
to  it  I  will  only  say  two  things ;  I  will 
say,  in  the  first  place,  that  one  of  the 
lessons  of  this  war  is  the  enormous 
defensive  power  possessed  by  irregular  or 
I  volunteer  troops  when  fighting  in  defence 
i  of  their  own  country.    To  that  lesson  we 
j  are  widely  awake,  and  it  must  not  be 
I  lost  sight  of  in  any  review  of  the  situar 
'  tion  ;  and  I  hope  that  steps  will  be  taken 
I  to   take  advantage  of    that  splendid 
;  materia!  which  is  fSways  at  our  disposal 
'  in  this  country,  and  which,  with  proper 
I  assistance,  with  liberal  support  and  con- 
sideration, and  perhaps  with  a  great  deal 
I  of  money,  may  be  made  the  most  effective 
<  defensive  force  that  the  world  has  ever 
I  known.    The  second  point  is  this :  When 
'  we  propound  this  scheme  we  shall  do  so,. 
I  not  as  a  party,  but  as  humbly  endeavour- 
ing to  represent  the  wishes  of  the  nation. 
\  Ave  invite  suggestions,  we  invite  criti- 
cism, we  invite  assistance  to  make  thaPb 
scheme  perfect ;  we  shall  welcome  co- 

r ration,  and  shall  not  be  satisfied  unlew 
whole  House  joins  in  what  is  so 

I  important  in  the  interests  of  the  nation. 

I I  tnink  that  I  have  been  frank  with  the 
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our  deficiencies,  and  by  which  we  hope 
before  long  to  secure  complete  success. 
But  when  we  have  secured  success,  what 
then  1    It  would  be  presumptuous,  it 
would  be  premature,  to  talk  now  of  the 
details  of  settlement.    But  the  nation 
upon  whom  we  are  calling  has  a  right  to 
know,  when  a  vote  of  censure  like  this  is 
moved — Which,  if  successful,  would  change 
the  Government — what  the  Government 
think  and  what  their  would-be  successors 
think  upon  the  subject — what  is,  not  the 
details,  as  I  have  said,  but  the  genera- 
principles  upon  which  we  have  proceeded. 
We  have  had  utterances  from  several 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  front  bench 
opposite.    They  have  been  divided.  As 
to  such  a  declaration  as  that  which 
was  made  by   the  hon.  Baronet  the 
Member    for   the   Berwick  Division, 
I  do  not  wish  to  quibble  about  words, 
but  I  aay  it  appears  to  me  that  we 
are  in  substantial  agreement  with  him. 
The  utterances  of  other  right  hon.  Gentle- 
men— the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  in 
especial,  I  single  him  out  only  because  of 
his  representative  character — the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Dumfries,  the  noble 
Lord  the  Member  for  Cricklade  were 
,  cryptic,  but  as  far  as  I  understood  them, 
profoundly  unsatisfactory.    I  say,  speak- 
ing for  the  Government,  that  in  so  far 
as   in   us   lies    there    shall    be  no 
second  Majuba.   Never  again,  with  our 
consent,  while  we  have  the  power,  shall 
the  Boers  be  able  to  erect  in  the  heart  of 
South  Africa  a  citadel   from  whence 
proceed  disaffection  and  race  animosities. 
Never  again  shall  they  be  able  to  endanger 
the  paramountcy  of  Great  Britain.  Never 
again  shall  they  be  able  to  treat  an 
Englishman  as  if  he  belonged  to  an 
inferior  race.    I  have  said  I  do  not  come 
forward  as  an  apologist  for  the  Govern- 
ment.   If  the  House  thinks  that  our 
mistakes  are  unpardonable,  we  submit 
ourselves    to    their    jud^ent.  But, 
although  I  will  not  apologise  for  the 
Government,  I  should  like  to  say  one  or 
two  words  on  behalf  of  this  nation.  We 
were  asked  the  other  day  to  dispel  the 
gloom  which  it  was  said  had  settled  upon 
the  nation.    I  do  not  accept  the  phrase. 
I  know  of  no  such  feeling.    I  know,  as  I 
have  said,  of  anxiety,  of  regret,  and  even 
of  a  certain  perfectly  natural  irritation, 
but  I  know  of  no  hesitation,  no  vadUation ; 
I  know  of  nothing  which  approaches  to 
fear  or  to  gloom.    Keverses  try  the 
temper  of  a  nation,  and  our  people  have 
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House.    I  have  not  spared  the  Govern- 
ment ;  I  have  admitted  mistakes  :  but  do 
not  let  us  make  perhaps   a  greater 
mistake  than  any,  do  not  let  us  exag- 
gerate.   We  have  not  told  the  whole  case 
with  regard  to  thase  matters.    I  think 
that  those    hostile  critics  who  keep 
shiup    eyes    i^n    our  performances 
mi^t  be    led    by   what   has  been 
said    in    some    quarters    to    justify ' 
their  statement   that   this    Empire  is 
bleeding  to  death,  that  our  prestige  is  all 
gone,  and  that  we  lie  a  helpless  wi-eck  at 
the  mercy  of  our  enemies.    No,  Sir.  The 
situation  is  really  very  different  from  that. 
What  other  nation  in  the  world  could 
have  put   180,000  men  into  the  field 
7,000  miles  from  its  shores — a  volunteer 
army — ^in  so  short  a  time  1    Where  else 
could  the  transport  have  been  found  for 
such  a  huge  force,  working  with  such 
precision,  such  speed,  and  such  safety  1 
When  we  talk  of  defects  in  the  admini- 
stration, defects  on  the  part  of  those  on 
the  spot  and  defects  on  the  part  of  the 
Office  here — I  speak  in  the  presence  of 
military  men — it  appears  to  me  that 
never  before  has  so  large  a  force  been 
manceuvred,  and  at  the  same'time  the  com- 
missariat and  the  medical  service  worked 
80  smoothly.    There  is  something,  then, 
to  put  on  the  other  side.    Has  any  other 
nati(Hi  a  better  right  to  be  proud  of  her 
soldiers  1     Engli^men,    Irishmen,  and 
Scotchmen  have  vied  with  each  other  in 
heroic  efforts,  and  have  performed  what 
have  been  admitted  to  be  almost  impos- 
sible feats — impossible  to  any  other  in- 
fantry.   May  we  not  for  one  moment,  for- 
getting all  personal  and  political  differ- 
ences,  stand   on    common    ground  in 
admiration  of  those  who  have  added  to 
the  renown  which  already  belonged  to  the 
historic  regiments  in  which  they  served  % 
I  spe^  (A  the  troops  from  this  country, 
but,  of  course,  I  spieak  with  equal  praise 
of  the  colonial  soldiers,  who  have  been 
sh(Hilder  to  shoulder  in  every  conflict  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged,  and  who 
have  shown,  besides,  a  special  know- 
ledge and  aptitude  which  have  made 
them    almost    invaluable.     All  alike 
are    worthy  ;    and     I    think  that 
whatever   we    may    feel  —  humiliation 
if  you  please — at  the  defects  which  have 
been  disclosed,  that  humiliation  must  be 
•accompanied  by  the  deepest  pride.  I 
have  dealt  rather  by  way  of  summary 
lhan  by  way  of  ugument  with  the 
measures  by  which  we  are  trying  to  correct 
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1>orne  the  test ;  and  every '  reverse  hai 
only  been  the  signal  for  new  offers  of 
patriotic  assistance  from  this  country  and 
new  offers  from  our  feHow-subjects  across 
the  seas.  That,  indeed,  is  a  fact  of  the 
situation  which  I  hope  we  can  never 
forget.  Never  before  in  the  history  of 
our  Empire  has  it  so  realised  its  strength 
and  its  unity.  The  splendid  and, 
above  all,  the  spontaneous  rally  of  the 
colonies  to  the  mother  country  irffords  no 
slight  compensation  even  for  the  sufferings 
of  war.  What  has  broimht  them  to  your 
side  t  AVhat  has  brought  these  younger 
nations  of  Greater  Britain,  induced  them 
to  spring  to  arms  even  before  you  called 
upon  them  ? 

Sir  JOHN  BRUNNEE  (Cheshire, 
Northwich) :  Liberal  policy. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  It  is  that 

Imperial  instinct  which  you  deride  and 
scorn.  Our  colonies,  repelled  in  the  past 
byindillbrence  and  apathy,  have  responded 
to  the  sympathy  which  has  recently  been 
shown  to  them.  A  sense  of  common 
interest,  of  common  duty,  an  assurance  of 
mutual  support  and  pride  in  the  great 
edifice  in  which  they  are  all  m^nbers, 
have  combined  to  consolidate  and  estab- 
lish the  unity  of  the  Empire ;  and  these 
peoples^  shoxtly — very  shortly  as  time  is 
measured  in  history — about  to  become 
great  and  populous  nations,  now  for  the 
nrst  time  claim  their  share  in  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  as  well  as  in  the 
privileges  of  Empire.  Accordingly  you 
have  to  remember  now  that  you  are  the 
trustees,  not  merely  of  a  kingdom,  but  of 
a  federation,  which  may  pot,  indeed,  be 
distinctly  outlined,  but  which  exists 
already  in  spirit,  if  not  in  form.  You  are 
the  trustees  :  they  look  to  you  as  holding 
the  headship  of  the  race ;  and  we  owe  to 
them  an  infinite  debt  of  graUtude  for  the 
moral  as  well  as  material  support  that  they 
have  ^ven  us.  This  is  a  question  in  which 
their  mterest  is  indirect.  They  see  with 
a  clearer  vision  than  we  do.  Their  eyes 
are  not  distorted  by  party  politics.  Sir, 
I  will  never  believe  that  these  free  com- 
munities woiUd  have  given  their  support 
and  approval  to  any  cause  which  was  not 
just  and  righteous  and  which  was  not 
based  on  the  principles  on  which  their 
own  institutions  have  been  founded. 
Whatever  may  be  t^e  future,  I  say  we 
hare  to  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
compensations  as  well  as  upon  the  evils 
of  this  war.    In  Africa,  these  two  races, 
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I  so  interesting,  so  admirable  each  of  them 
j  in  their  own  way,  so  different  in  some 
things,  ■  will  now,  at  any  rate,  have 
learned  to  respect  one  another.    I  hear  a 
great  deal  about  the  animosities  which 
'  will  remain  after  the  war.    I  fa<^  I  am 
not  too  sanguine  when  I  say  I  do  not  be- 
lieve in  them.    When  matters  bare  set- 
I  tied  down,  when  equal  rights  are  assuM 
to  both  the  white  races,  I  believe  tha 
'  both  will  enjoy  the  land  together  and 
'  settle  in  peace  and  prosperit}'.  Mean- 
'  while,  we  are  finding  out  the  weak  spots 
'  in  our  armour  and  trying  to  remedy 
I  them ;  we  are  finding  out  the  infinite 
potential  resources  of  the  Empire ;  and 
'  we  are  advancing  steadily,  if  slowly,  to 
I  Uie  realisation  of  that  ^reat  federation 
of  our  race  which  will  inevitably  make 
I  for  peace  and  liberty  and  justice. 

'   •Mr.  MOULTON  (Cornwall,  Launces- 
^  ton)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  I  desire  to  make  my 
position  with  regard  to  the  war  and  to 
this  Amendment  clearly  understood.  I 
regret  that  in  this  case  I  differ  from  the 
!  views  held  by  many  of  the  most  respected 
j  members  of  my  party.    I  find  I  have  to 
I  go  down  in  the  estimation  of  one  I 
I  respect  and  esteem  so  much  as  the  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  >\^8t 
!  Monmouth,  but  I  consider  that  this  vote 
of  censure,  under  existing  circumstances, 
j  should  never  have  been  moved.    I  do  not 
;  wish  it  to  be  supposed  for  one  moment 
'  that  I  am  speaking  as  an  apologist  of  the 
I  Government.    My  own  personal  view  is 
'  that  the  war  is  a  calamity,   and  that 
i  it  is  due  to  the  many  grave  errors  that 
have  been  committed..  I  bold  the  view 
entertained  veiy  largely  in  the  country 
that  the  Government  deserves  blame. 
This  blaone  the  Goremment  hare  recraved 
wherever  men  hare  met  together  apart 
from  party  poUtica  to  discuss  the  war.  It 
is  blame  based  not  on.  an  elaborate  review 
of  the  history  of  England  since  1895,  but 
on  the  broad  and  simple  ground  that 
the  country  has  been  allowed  to  drift  into 
a  most  serious  war  with  full  knowledge 
that  troc^  to  the  number  of  60,000  were 
ready  to  operate  against  us,  and  without 
having  an  adequate  force  to  protect  the 
colonies    that    were  threatened ;  and^ 
further,  that  the  Government  permitted 
the  general  of  a  stop-gap  army  to  take  % 
course  of  action  wluch  has  changed  the 
whole  campaign.     But  what  lias  the 
country  done  tmder  these  circumstances  t 
Instead  of  agitating  against  the  Govem- 
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iii»it^  or  showing  every  aign  of  disapprD-  two  or  three  months  depend  largely  the 
badon  and  restlessness,  the  country  has  position  of  England  among  the  nations 
remained  silent — -it  has  maintained  what  of  the  world,  it  follows  that  we,  as  a  de- 
I  must  term  a  magnificent  silence.    In  liberative  Assembly,  should  realise  that 
spite  of  this,  now  that  we  are  met  here  what  we  can  best  do  as  an  Assembly  is  to 
ill  Parliament  we  are  told  by  all  the  .  strengthen  and  help  that  portion  of  the 
auth  oritiee  on  our  side  of  the  House  >  Goveniment  which  has  in  hand  the  action 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  Parliament  to  com- .  of  the  nation.    Now,  that  portion  of  the 
mence  its  deliberations  not  by  discussing  Government,    the    Executive,    is  not 
what  is  necessary  to  be  done  in  regard  to  of     the     choosing     of     those  who- 
the  war,  but  by  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  hold   the  ,  politics   that   I    hold.  It 
Government  for  the  evente  which  have  is  a  Gbverament  neither  of  our  choosing 
led  to  the  war.    When  one  inquires  why  >  nor  of  our  likings  but  it  is  the  Govern- 
this  is  necessary,  one  is  told  that  it  is  due  ment  of  the  day,  and  every  practiced  man 
to  precedents  established  by  our  fore-  must  realise  that  it  is  the  Government 
nuiners  in  Pai-liantent.    I  have  a  great  which  will  wield  the  whole  forces  of  Eng- 
respect  for  the  great  God  Pre«edent ;  i  land  for  the  purposes  of  this  war.  Hence 
it  is  sometimes  cited  with  great  power,  we  have  no  way  of  assisting  the  nation  in 
but  I  do  not  think  we  all  worship  at  its  this  war  excepting  through  the  Goveni- 
sthrine  nowadays  as  we  did  of  old.    But  ment.    The  Executive  is  the  personal 
unfortunately  for  the  argument  from  pre-  part  of  the  Gtoverrrment,  which  has  to 
cedent,  but  fortunately  for  our  country,  act  with  rapidity  in  all  those  things  in 
the  position  in  which  we  stand  has  no  which  a  deliberative  assembly  is  wanting, 
precedent.  If  I  look  back  into  the  history  Therefore  I  nQTself  see  that  the  only  pos- 
uf  England  I  know  oi  no  case  in  which  ;  sible  way  for  us  to  assist  England  at  the 
England  ever  stood  in  its  present  position,  present  moment  is  by  making  the  existing 
And  therefore  before  we  are  bound  to  Government  more  capable  of  calling  up  and 
set  on  these  so-called  precedents,  we  ought  using  the  resources  of  England.    If  that 
to  inquire  what  is  the  position  of  England,  be  so,  it  is  not  enough  for  us  to  say  that 
what  is  its  gravity,  and  what  is  the  duty  the  Government  shall  hare  all  the  sums  of 
thereby  rendered   incumbent   upon   ua  money  and  all  the  forces  it  demands ;  we 
now?     The    gravity   of   the   situation  are  bound  to  assist  the  Government  in  all 
no  one  can  deny.    We  see  a  small  matters  that  relate  to  the  continuance  of 
nation,  half  the  size  of  Glasgow,  holding  the  war  just  as  fully  and  in  the  same 
the  whole  of  our  armies  in  a  state  of  way  as  if  this  Government  were  a  Crovem- 
immobility.    And  we  see  that  with  all  ment  holding  our  opiniims.   Now  I  am 
the  disasters  that  we  have  already  suffered,  perfectly  aware  Uiat  many  people  are 
it  is  quite  possible  that  more  serious  dua- '  afraid  of  such  a  doctrine  as  that,  because 
asters  may  come ;  and  before  the  end  of  it  appears  to  them  that  it  is  an  abdica- 
this  session,  which  has  b^n  in  so  ill-  tion  of  the  position  of  a  deliberative 
omened  a  way  by  dissensions,  it  may  be  assembly.    It  is  quite  true  that  it  is  a 
that  we  shall  see  fifteen  or  twenty  thou-  recognition  by  a  deliberative  assembly 
sand  of  our  fellow  countrymen  prisoners  of  the  limits  of  its  power.    But  in  olden 
at  Pretoria.    It  has  been  shown  also  to  days,  in  the  time  of  the  Romans,  when 
those  who  do  not  love  us  amongst  the  action  became  imperative,  a  dictator 
other  nations  of  the  world  how  a  large  was  appointed,  ana  the  whole  of  the 
portion  of  our  army  has  l)oen  pent  up  in  ;  constitutional    government  deliberately 
a  distant  portion  of  the  world,  and  how  abandoned  its  'position  in  order  that  the 
this    country    has  been    left  aJmost  dictator  should  be  able  to  act  with 
<Iepleted  of  troops.   Theref(nre,  it  becomes  decision.    Of  course,  these  times  have 
necessaiy  that  aetion  and  action  alone  passed  away  with  the  forms  and  expe- 
"bould  be  our  watchword.     In  such  a  dients  which  they  adopted,  but  the  need 
nuanentwe,  as  a  consultative  body,  can  do  \  still  remains,  of  which  those  forms  and 
little.    Action  is  so  absolutely  in  the  ;  those  expedients  were  the  expressions, 
hands  of  the  Executive  that  a  consultative  In  a  moment  like  this,  we  must  do  for  the 
Iwdy  is  almost  powerless.  It  can  stimulate  :  Government  just  the  same  as  they  had  to 
OMt  can  paralyse  action,  but  it  cannot  |  do — namely,  we  must  render  the  Executive 
direct  it.    If  we  believe  that  action  is  I  influential,  powerful,  and  capable  of  rapid 
all  important  to  England  at  the  (n^sent  i  and  certain  action.    Now,  my  friends 
moment,  that  on  the  events  of  the  next  |  beside  me  will  say,  if  we  give  to  the 
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Goverumeat  the  same  assistanee,  support, 
and  conuderation  in  matters  relating  to 
the  carrying  out  of  the  war  that  we 
would  give  to  men  of  our  own  persuasion, 
does  not  that  amount  to  an  approval  of 
the  war,  and  will  it  not  be  so  understood  1 
Sir,  the  nation  is  not  so  stupid  as  not  to 
be  able  to  distinguish  between  approval 
of  the  war  and  a  right  sense  of  its 
^vity.  The  gravitjr  of  this  war  is  the 
justiBcation  for  our  united  action ;  but  the 
question  of  our  approval  or  dkamroval  of 
the  war  is  quite  immaterial  at  the  present 
moment,  because  we  all  recognise  that  the 
war  exists  and  that  if  England  is  to  hold 
her  place  amongst  the  nations  it  must  be 
prosecuted  to  a  successful  termination. 
But  it  may  be  said  if  we  follow  this  course 
is  it  not  granting  an  amnesty  to  those 
whom  we  think  guilty  of  so  many  grievous 
errors  in  the  past  1  This  appears  to  me 
to  be  a  consideration  of  far  inferior  im- 
portance. I  would  let  all  the  guilty  ones 
■escape  if  by  so  doing  we  should  pre- 
■serve  England.  The  question  of  punishing 
the  guilty  is  a  trifling  one  compared  with 
the  saving  of  our  country  from  further 
•disasters.  But  it  is  idle  to  talk  in  this  way 
at  the  present  moment  when  you  cannot 

fet  a  hearing,  and  ought  not  to  get  a 
earing,  in  regard  to  the  past.  The 
nation  is  thinking  of  the  present  and  of 
the  future ;  and  it  is  giving  a  very 
islight  hearing  to  diatribes  as  to  the  causes 
■of  the  present  lamentable  state  of  things. 
If  you  want  to  make  a  nation  realise  tha/t 
it  has  been  badly  handled,  wait  until 
a  calmer  time  comes,  and  then  your  argu- 
ments will  be  fairly  heard ;  but  to  think 
that  you  can  get  a  hearing  now  is  to  shut 
your  eyes  to  tne  obvious  tacts.  But  there 
is  a  further  matter  which  I  cannot  pass 
by  without  a  word.  There  are  many 
who  would  say  that  before  accepting 
the  view  of  supporting  the  (Jovernment 
in  all  thin^  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
carrying  on  of  the  war,  we  ought  to 
consider  what  will  happen  after  victory 
is  achieved.  Let  us  wait  till  that  victory 
has  been  attained.  Wearealong  way  from 
that  yet.  But  as  soon  as  that  victory 
comes  the  imperative  necessity  of  support- 
ing the  Executive  will  have  ceased,  and 
then  the  duty  of  acting  as  advisers  in  this 
House  will  have  come  back  again.  All 
that  we  have  got  to  do  now,  when 
the  country  is  casting  longing 
eyes  upon  us  to  see  how  we 
*im  be  helpful  in  this  time  of  trouble,  is 
that  we  should  assist  those  who  have 
Mr.  MifuUm. 


command  of  the  resources  of  the  nation, 
in  order  that  these  resources  may  be  used 
to  the  best  advantage.  But  it  must  not 
be  thought  that  I  hold  that  we  cannofc 
assist  otherwise  than  by  a  blind  support 
of  the  Government  in  a  crisis  like  this. 
1  think  that  a  watchful  House  oi 
Commons,  devoted  to  saving  this  country, 
may  be  of  the  greatest  possible  strength 
and  the  greatest  possible  value  in  ^ding 
the  Government.  Let  me  give  an 
fficample.  Although  the  country  may  be 
wilting  to  spend  money,  the  Government 
may  shrink  from  making  the  people 
feel  the  expense.  Now,  if  there  be 
such  a  tendency — if  the  Government 
ia  going  to  play  the  part  of  the  mer- 
chant who  waits  till  his  bills  are  pro- 
tested before  he  collects  the  money  to 
pay  them— nothing  would  prevent  ao 
disastrous  a  policy  so  much  as  a  watchful 
House  of  Commons.  We  can  stimulate 
the  Government  to  make  its  appeala  to 
the  nation  with  due  promptitude  if  we 

f've  to  it  the  sanction  of  our  authority, 
ut  that  is  not  the  only  advantage  tA 
united  action.  One  of  the  worst  conse- 
quences of  a  motion  of  this  kind  is  that  as 
long  as  it  is  before  the  House  it  reduces 
to  silence  the  only  effective  criticism  of  a 
Government — that  of  their  own  followers. 
So  long  as  we  are  in  a  hostile  attitude 
towards  the  Government,  their  supporters 
must  be  silent  out  of  loyalty  to  their 
leaders,  but  if  there  is  an  amnesty  with 
regard  to  the  measures  for  carrying  on 
the  war  this  will  cease.  And  remember, 
that  if  we  on  this  side  abstain  from  party 
attacks  on  the  Government,  the  Members 
opposite  ought  to  abstain  from  party 
support  of  it.  It  has  been  rightly  said 
that  we  ought  to  have  no  sham  fights, 
but  we  ought  also  to  have  no  sham 
friendships.  If  hc  realise  the  need  of 
our  country,  and  that  the  country  is 
looking  to  us  to  help  it,  we  should  see 
that  while  we  on  this  side  of  the  House 
abstain  from  embaiiBSsing  or  wonying 
the  Government  we  ought  to  receive  from 
those  on  the  opposite  Imnches  lUl  possible 
help  in  guiding  them  so  far  as  it  is  pos- 
sibfe  to  do  so.  We  ought  all  to  aid  the 
Executive  through  which  we  alone  can 
work  for  England  at  this  moment  of 
national  trial,  and  by  this  I  do  not  merely 
mean  that  we  ought  to  vote  supplies,  but 
that  we  should  save  it  from  all  annoyance 
that  would  hinder  its  efficiency  in  the 
conduct  of  the  war.  If  reverses  come  1 
do  not  want  to  add  to  the  labour  and 
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anxiety  of  combatting  them  the  feeling, 
"  Oh,  now  we  shall  have  new  worries  in 
the  House  of  Commons."  It  appears  to  me 
that  we  ought  to  realise  that  our  relations 
with  the  Government  are  much  the  same  as 
the  relations  of  the  Government  with  the 
generals  at  the  front — we  have  to  give 
them  a  free  hand  and  bear  patiently  the  | 
revenes  which  we  have  suffered  or  may  i 
suffer.  There  are  people  abroad  who  [ 
are  keenly  watching  to  find  the  first  signs 
of  weuiness  in  this  war  on  the  part  of 
England,  that  they  may  raise  the  cry 
"England  is  beaten."  If  you  want  to 
make  the  hearts  of  these  enemies  of 
England  sick,  you  cannot  do  it  better 
than  by  letting  them  see  that  so  far  from 
our  reverses  producing  weariness  or 
dissension,  their  only  efi'ect  has  been  to 
make  the  Government  step  from  the 
position  of  commanding  this  House,  by  a 
strong  party  majority,  mto  the  far  hiener 
position  of  an  Executive  which  has  behind 
it  the  willing,  resolute,  and  hearty  support 
of  a  imited  House  of  Commons. 

General  KUSSELL  (Cheltenham) 
said  he  would  not  attempt  to  follow  the 
noble  Lord  who  moved  this  Amendment, 
or  some  of  the  hon.  Members  who  had 
supported  it  into  the  academic  discussion 
re^rding  the  ne^tiations  which  preceded 
this  deplorable  war.  He  would  not 
attempt  to  discuss  the  grievances  of  the 
Uitlmders,  the  Jameson  raid,  the  Edgar 
case,  or  whether  it  would  have  been  better 
if  this  or  that  despatch  had  not  been 
written  or  published,  or  such  a  speech  had 
not  been  delivered.  He  did  not  believe 
that  at  the  present  moment  the  British 
nation  oared  one  penny  piece  for  their 
threadbare  topics.  He  would,  however, 
say  that,  (dthougb  he  could  not  agree 
with  the  measures  of  these  gentleman  he 
was  at  one  with  niany  of  them  as  to  their 
conclusion.  He  believed  with  them  that 
war  might  have  been  avoided,  or  if  not 
avoided  at  least  postponed.  But  how 
could  it  have  been  avoided  1  It  would 
have  been  avoided  had  we  consented  to 
hand  over  our  South  African  possessions  to 
the  domination  and  paramount  influences 
of  President  Kruger  and  his  followers. 
It  would  have  been  avoided  had  we  agreed 
to  abandon  our  loyal  fellow-subjects  to 
tyranny  and  oppression  of  the  lowest 
and  worst  type  of  corrupt  Butch 
Afrikander.  It  would  have  been  avoided 
had  the  people  of  this  country  been  so 
mean  ana  so  untrue  to  t^eir  plighted 


word  as  to  hand  over  the  native  races 
whom  they  had  pledged  themselves  to 
protect  to  a  rule  and  a  tyranny  which  had 
been  opposed  to  the  traditions  of  the 
British  people  for  many  generations.  He 
could  not  but  regret  the  unpatriotic  tone 
of  some  of  the  speeches  delivered  on  this 
Amendment.  He  referred  more  especially 
to  Sir  £.  T.  Keid,  Mr.  Bryce,  and  Sir  E. 
Clarke.  No  doubt  these'  gentlemen 
believed  that  they  were  only  attacking 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  but  in 
doing  80  they  had  in  this  instance  been 
injuring  the  nation.  These  gentlemen 
had  placed  a  weapon  in  the  hands  of  the 
eneini(!8  of  their  country  which  they  had 
not  been  slow  to  use.  This  was  specially 
the  case  with  the  utterances  of  the 
Member  for  South  Aberdeen,  whose 
writings  had  given  his  opinions  an  in- 
fluence, more  especially  in  America, 
which  they  did  not  possess  in  this  country. 
He  believed  nothing  had  done  more  to  pre- 
judice foreign  press  opinion  against  this 
country  than  the  utterances  and  writings 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  as  they 
were  continually  being  quoted.  The 
same  was  the  case  with  the  hon.  Member 
for  Plymouth.  It  was  well  known  that 
his  silvery  eloquence  had  beguiled  many 
a  jury  and  persuaded  many  a  judge,  and 
that  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Why,  therefore,  in  this  instance 
should  ho  have  turned  against  them 
unless  thev  were  in  the  wronj^l  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  had  informed 
them  that  his  constituents  did  not  ap- 
prove of  his  action.  He  (General  Russell) 
was  glad  to  hear  that  this  was  also  the 
case  with  a  large  number  of  the  former 
supporters  of  the  Member  for  South 
Aberdeen.  He  only  trusted  that 
at  the  next  election  it  nught 
be  proved  by  a  large  majority. 
He  Imieved  that  when  the  majority  of  the 
House  and  of  the  country  had  considered 
the  whole  case  they  would  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  mistakes  that  had 
been  made  were  the  fault,  not  of  the 
Gt)vernment  or  of  the  Executive,  but  of 
the  system.  He  could  not  believe  that 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had  been 
correctly  reported  as  having  said  at  Man- 
chester on  llth  January  that  in  debates 
on  the  Army  Estimates  he  had  never 
heard  the  statement  made  that  our  artil- 
lery was  not  equal  to  that  of  other 
powers.  He  (General  Russell)  did  not 
Uiink  there  ever  had  been  a  debate  in 
which  the  inadequacy  of  oiu-  artillery  had 
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not  been  brought  forward.  Moreover,  a 
committee  of  Service  Members  considered 
this  very  point  only  last  session.  The 
proper  proportion  of  guns  was  fire  to 
every  1,000  men.  We  had  180,000  men 
in  South  A&ica,  and  therefore,  instead  of 
410  guns,  we  ought  to  have  900  guns  in 
the  field.  The  proportion  at  present  was 
only  two  and  a-half  guns  per  1,000  men. 
The  Government  had  been  asked  why 
they  did  not  send  out  troops  earlier.  That 
jigain  was  the  fault  of  the  system.  If  in 
September  the  Government  had  sent  out 
all  the  troops  they  could  lay  hands  on,  it 
would  have  upset  our  whole  plans  of 
mobilisation.  Service  Members  had  urged 
repeatedly  that  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
Bory  as  a  matter  of  precaution  that  the 
Government  should  hare  in  its  hands  an 
army  corps  of  at  least  30,000  men,  which 
they  could  send  anywhere  at  any  time 
without  calling  out  the  reserves.  He 
hoped  when  we  came  to  set  our  militar}' 
house  in  order  that  this  would  not  be 
forgotten.  It  had  been  complained  that 
colonial  troops  were  not  employed  early 
enough.  It  was  well  known  that  this 
had  caused  heartbrniiinga  among  our 
Colonial  subjects  in  South  Africa.  They 
could  not  tell  where  the  fault  lay,  but  he 
trusted  that  in  the  course  of  the  inquiry 
which  the  Government  had  promised,  this 
matter  would  not  be  overlooked.  With 
i-egard  to  the  lack  of  a  map,  it  was  the 
fault  of  the  military  authorities  in  Natal 
and  not  of  the  Government  that  no 
military  survey  had  been  made.  No 
explanation  had  yet  been  given  with 
regard  to  the  accumulation  of  stores  at 
Ladysmith,  for  he  could  not  imagine  any 
place  less  suited  for  defence.  It  was  in 
1881  his  duty  to  draw  out  a  scheme  for 
the  defence  of  Ladysmith,  and  he  had 
never  had  in  all  his  militarj'  experi- 
ence a  harder  task.  The  whole 
essence  of  the  mistakes  that  had 
Jwen  made  lay,  not  in  ignorance  of  the 
inimbers  of  the  Boers  or  of  their  arma- 
ments, but  in  a  disbelief  in  their  fighting 
powers.  Sir  George  AVhite  had  been 
blamed  for  holding  Ladysmith.  But  he 
thought  that  every  impartial  person 
would  admit  that  if  Sir  George  White 
— seeing  that  he  had  an  enormous  accu- 
mulation of  stores  to  guard,  and  had  no 
means  of  ascertaining  accurately  the 
strength  of  the  Boers — had  retired  to 
the  Tugela  he  would  have  been  con- 
demned for  not  making  a  stand.  General 
White  had,  at  alt  events,  prevented  the 
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Boers  from  over-running  Natal.  No 
doubt  our  Generals  had  made  mistakes, 
but  he  had  never  heard  a  oomplaint 
against  the  comraiaaariat  or  the  hospital 
arrangements.  He  might  say,  in  con- 
clusion, and  he  felt  certain  that  in 
speaking  for  himself  he  echoed 
the  feeling  of  a  large  number  of 
the  Members  of  this  House,  that  he  heard 
the  brilliant  speech  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War  with  feelings  of  intense 
relief.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  he  felt 
assured  that  the  Grovernment  realised  the 
extreme  granty  of  the  present  situation 
— a  crisis  caused  by  reverses  and  defeats 
such  as  we  had  not  suflered  since  we  lost 
our  North  American  colonies.  He  now 
knew  that  the  Government,  whaterer 
might  have  been  the  shortcomings  and 
the  failings  of  the  past,  were  determined 
that  so  far  as  human  foresight  could 
provide  and  so  far  at  least  as  they  were 
concerned,  our  gallant  troops  would  be 
furnished  with  every  means  to  bring  this 
horrible  war  to  a  speedy  and  triumphant 
conclusion.  He  was  now  convinced  that 
they  appreciated  those  feelings  of  earnest 
resolve,  calmness,  determination,  and 
confidence  in  the  righteousn^  of  our 
cause  which  had  mov«l  the  nation  to  its 
depth  in  a  manner  almost  without  parallel 
in  history. 

*Mr.  ATHERLEY-JONES  (Durham, 
N.W.) :  We  have  listened  to  very  re- 
markable speeches  to-night  which  have 
greatly  appealed  to  our  patriotism,  but 
which  have  not  answered  the  questions 
which  have  1>een  raised  against  the 
Government  by  this  Amendment.  In  the 
speech  which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury made  at  Manchester  a  few  days  ago 
ho  stated  that  the  Government  had 
nothing  to  apologise  for,  but  the  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  to-day  has  been  a  speech  nd 
muifriconiiam.  Over  and  over  again  he 
said,  "  We  have  made  mistakes  ;  we 
failed  to  send  enough  troops  ;  now  we 
putting  200,000  men  in  the  field ;  %ve 
failed  to  send  out  enough  gims,"  and  so 
forth,  admitting  to  this  House  that  mistakes 
had  been  made  and  faults  had  been  com- 
mitted. Now  the  right  bon.  Gentleman 
thinks  fit  to  express  amazement  that  men 
like  myself  who  contend  that  the  policy  of 
the  Gtovernment  in  creating  this  war  was 
wrong  are  going  to  vote  for  this  Amend- 
ment. He  speaks  in  terms  of  derisi(m» 
and  says,  "  You,  who  say  this  war  ought 
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nerffl-  to  have  been  entered  into,  how  can  I 
you  have  the  audacity  to  come  forward 
and  say.  Prosecute  this  war  to  a  success- 1 
fill  issue  f    What  I  should  do  would  be  j 
to  say,  "Stop  the  war,"  which  I  do  not 
Iwlieve  to  be  just.    Now  I  have  no  con-  ' 
scientious  feeling  on  the  point.     We ' 
entered  into  the  war  because  the  right ! 
h(H).  Oentleman  put  the  quarrel  on  us,  ; 
and  we  are  bound  to  prosecute  the  war  | 
until  a  point  is  attained  when  we  can ' 
properly  enter  into  negotiations  for  peace.  | 
The  thing  at  which  I  am  amazed  is  that ' 
hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  on  this 
side  of  the  House  who,  at  the  com-  - 
mencement    of  this    war,  when  they 
had   reason   to   believe,   and   did  be- 
lieve   it     would    be     a     triumphal  ! 
procession  from  Cape  Town  to  Pretoria, 
were  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  this  policy 
oi  the  Government,  through  the  baleful 
influence  of  whom  the  war  was  brought 
about,  should,  in  the  hour  of  disaster  to 
the  Government  and  the  country^  ask 
the  House  to  join  in  a  resolution  which  con 
demns  that  policy.    If  it  is  a  just  and  j 
necessary  war,  it  does  not  matter  whether 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  learned  or  not ' 
to  be  a  polite  letter  writer,  or  whether  he 
has  made  speeches  here  which  are  more  ! 
worthy  of  Bingley  Hall  than  this  House,  i 
I  am   conscious  of    what    fell    from . 
the   hon.    and   gallant    Member    for ' 
Torquay,    when    he    said    that  the 
eountiy  is  looking  to  this  House  of 
Commons  to  devote  its  energies  to  bring  ' 
this  war  to  a  speedy  and  successful  con-  \ 
elusion.   I  agree  with  him  that  the  first  i 
part<rf  the  Amendment  is  ill-conceived, 
and  serves  no  useful  purpose.     I  go 
further,  and  say,  as  an  humble  Member 
of  this  House,  who  feels  acutely  the 
position  in  which  the  country  is  placed,  i 
it  is  [Hunful  to  me  to  listen  to  the  recri-  j 
minatioas  from  one  side  of  the  Table  to 
the  other  as  to  speeches  made  four  or  five 
years  ago,  which  were  never  read  by  four- 
fifths  of  the  people,  and  only  read  by  the 
other  fifth  to  forget.    It  is  not  worthy  of 
the  House.    With  regard  to  the  second 
put  of  the  Amendment,  which  deals  with  [ 
wr  military  preparedness,  it  has  been  . 
urged  against  the  Government  that  in  the 
year  1895,  or,  at  the  ktest,  1896,  they  ' 
knew  that  these  armaments  were  proceed- 
ing on  a  scale  which  was  totally  incom- 
patible with  the  necessities  of  frontier 
protection  from  savage  tribes,  but  they 
neither  moved  hand  nor  foot  to  prevent 
them.  It  is  the  humiliation  of  the  House  of 


Commons  that  the  re^onsible  Ministers- 

of  the  Crown  should  oner  such  an  excuse 
as  that  they  knew  the  Boers  were  arm- 
ing after  the  Jameson  raid,  but  they  did 
not  then  dare  to  say  to  the  Boer  Govern- 
ment, stop  the  armament.  Now  that  that 
armament  has  taken  place  and  hostilities - 
are  proceeding,  it  is  costing  us  the  expen- 
diture of  millions  of  money  and  thousands 
of  troops.  That  being  so,  I  say  that  the 
Minister  who  shrunk  from  stepping  in 
and  coercing  the  Boers  from  obtuning 
further  armaments  because  a  band  €t' 
buccaneers  had  invaded  the  Transvaal  is 
unworthy  of  the  confidence  of  this  House, 
and  as  a  Minister  has  betrayed  his  trust. 
That  is  a  count  in  the  indictment  which 
the  Colonial  Secretary  has  not  answered, 
and  that  is  what  the  man  in  the  street 
demands  an  answer  to.  It  is  not  too  late- 
now  for  the  Government  to  give  some 
explanation  which  could  bo  construed  as- 
a  legitimate  answer  if  they  so  desire. 
Turning  to  another  point.  Why  did  not 
the  Government  send  out  more  than 
20,000  troops  to  the  Transvaal  when  they 
knew  that  war  was  inevitable  f  Did  they 
know  war  was  impending  t  If  they 
thought  it  was  not,  why  were  the  troops 
sent  at  all.  They  must  have  known  it 
would  only  aggravate  the  Boers.  These 
men  were  sent  out  because  Sir  Walter 
Hely  Hutchinson  contemplated  the  inevi- 
table necessity  of  war,  and  represented  to- 
the  Government  that  it  was  necessary  to 
put  20,000  men  in  the  field.  Th* 
Government  acted  on  his  suggestion  be- 
cause they  thought  war  was  inevitable. 
With  regard  to  the  Ultimatum,  I  consider 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary's  despatch  was  the  real 
Ultimatum,  and  having  sent  these  20,000- 
troops,  the  Government  say  they  did  not 
send  more  because  the  Governor-General 
told  them  they  were  enough ;  and  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said  they 
did  not  accurately  estimate  the  number 
of  men  required,  because  they  did  not 
know  how  many  Uitlanders  would  fight 
for  the  Transvaal  Republic  and  how  many 
for  the  British,  and  they  did  not  accu- 
rately estimate  the  Boers  because  they  did 
not  know  how  many  would  go  to  Swazi- 
land and  other  places  to  escape  comman- 
deering. If  there  was  a  doubt,  why  not 
give  the  benefit  to  the  British  public. 
What  a  disparity  of  numbers.  A  few 
months  ago  20,000  men  were  enough, 
now  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  put  it  at 
200,000.   When  it  comes  to  be  written 
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there  will  be  no  more  deplorable  chapter  ;  country  thinks  the  present  Government 
in  our  military  history  than  the  action  of  1  incapable  of  carrying  on  the  present  war, 
the  War  Office  on  this  occasion,  and  the  j  or  that  it  imagines  the  hands  of  the 
unpreparedness  of  the  Government.  The  j  Executive  Committee  would  be  strength- 
matter  does  not  commence  in  1896.  Since  I  ened  by  a  reconstitution  of  the  Govem- 
1852— forty  y^rs — we  have  been  in  con-  ment.    I  agree  with  what  has  been  said 
tinual  friction  with  the  Boers ;  we  have  by  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  that  the 
had  little  wars  with  them  and  threatened  one  thing  which  the  people  can't  under- 
little  wars;  we  have  had  to  send  out  stand  is  that  this  debate  should  continue 
troope,  or    threaten  to,   owing  to  the  i  from   day  to  day  whilst  much  graver 
aggression  of  the  Boers,  and  yet  the  <  matters  are  waiting  to  be  disposed  of. 
Government    never  took   the  trouble.  They  cannot  understand  how  a  party  like 
[Laughter.]    Sir,  it  is  no  laughing  matter  I  the  party  opposite,  whose  one  distinction 
when  20,000  men  have  fallen  victims  to  in  African  affairs  has  been  r^ularly 
the  insensate  folly  of  the  Government,  !  and   egregiously    to  mismanage  them 
■or  to  the  widows  who  have  lost  their  i  in '  every    qiiarter  of  that  continent, 
husbands,  and  mothers  who  have  lost  their  should    advertise    itself   in  this  way 
children.   Yet  would  it  be  believed,  those  '  to  be  ready  to  take   the    reins  ot 
men  went  into  the  fidd  of  battle  to  take  '  Goveniment,  and  to  compose  difficulties 
most  difficult  positions  unprovided  with  a  I  in  a  quarter  where  hitherto  th^  have 
single  effective   plan  of  the   country.  I  only  made  them.    I  think  the  lunise  is 
General  BuUer,  as  he  tells    us,  sends  '  being  blinded  and  the  country  is  being 
his  troops  under    General  Warren  to  i  misled  by  a  false  issue.    By  the  present 
take  Spion  Rop,  and  he  takes  Spion  Kop,  Amendment  we  are  discussing  and  are 
and  what  does  he  tell  us  1     That  the  j  asked  to  condemn  the  policy  of  the  pre- 
perimeter  of  that  mountain  was  larger '  sent  Government  in  South  Africa  since 
than  he  had  reason  to  anticipate,  which ,  1895 ;  and  at  the  same  time  we  are 
meant    that    while    he  occupied    one  ,  invited  to  recollect  the  sacred  doctrine  of 
position  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  the  Cabinet  responsibility.     By  all  means 
Boers  occupied  another ;   and  because  blame  the  Cabinet  which  was  responsible 
Warren  had  not  a  proper  map  of  the  '  in  '84  for  the  edifice  of  wrotig  whicfa  was 
character  of  this  mountain,  300  odd  graves  then  erected.    Blame  if  you  like  auceea- 
are  on  that  hill  whose  rude  stones  are  the  ■  sive  Cabinets  and  successive  Colonial 
standing  records  of  the  insensate  folly  of  ;  Ministers  who  have  been  indifferent  and 
the  Government.    The  position  now  is '  slack  in  the  administration  of  South 
that  Great  Britain  is  depleted  of  its  sol-  African  aflairs  since  that  date,  but  do 
diers.     How  many  effective  battalions  not  blame  the  one  Cabinet  of  the  last 
have  we  in  the  country  t    You  have  had  '  twent}'  years  which  has  unmasked  the 
to  call  on  the  Volunteers,  and  send  them  |  true  state  of  affairs  in  the  Transvaal, 
to  serve  7,000  miles  away  from  home,  which  has  exposed  the  growing  humilia- 
And  those  that  are  at  home  at  the  present  |  tions  of  the  Uithinders,  and  has  revealed 
moment  have  no  ammunition  Mfith  which  |  the  corruption  of  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
to  practise.  It  has  been  called  in.  We  are  ,  ment  in  alt  its  nakedness.    Of  course,  the 
no  doubt  safe  so  far  as  our  shores  are  con- ,  new  diplomacy  is  the  thing  blamed  as  the 
oemed,  but  if  we  are  threatened  by  a !  fons  el  origo  of  all  these  difficultieB — a 
Great  Power  in  the  North  West  of  India  i  scarcely  veiled  attack  upon  the  Golomal 
where  are  our  troops  to  send  out.  Then  i  Secretary.    I  make  bolcf  to  say  that  we 
in  the  Sudan  there  is  the  danger  from  are  indebted  to  the  new  diplomacy.  For 
an  army  of  120,000  semi-civilised  well  \  twenty  years  the   old  diplomacy  has 
armed  men  on  its  borders.    I  sincerely  failed  ;  for  twenty  years  this  country  has 
hope  that  if  overtures  for  peace  are  made  i  indulged  in  a  sleek  contemplation  of  its 
the  Colonial  Secretary  will  not  slam  the  i  own  magnanimity,  referred  to  by  Liord 
door  in  the  face  of  President  Kruger.  Kosebery  as  the  "sublime  experiment  of 

j  Majuba,"  whilst  all  the  time  the  Boen 
*Mr.  MALCOLM  {Suffolk,  Stow- ,  have  been  silently  and  cunningly  arming 
market)  said :  As  the  Leader  of  the  \  to  the  teeth  within  the  four  comers  of  that 
Opposition  seems  to  have  decreed  that  i  hateful  Convention ;  for  twenty  years  this 
tms  debate  shall  continue  till  to-morrow '  country  has  been  content  to  wear  the 
nighty  I  may  be  permitted  to  say  a  few  |  velvet  glove,  but  now  that  it  has  been 
words  to  dispel  the  illusion  that   the  •  cast  away  and  the  iron  hand  of  the 
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intimated  that  he  would  tell  us  more,  and' 
we  are  only  waiting  until  the  close  of  this- 
futile  debate  to  learn  what  st^  are  to  be 
taken  by  the  War  Office  for  the  further 
defence  of  the  Empire.  That  this  state- 
ment which  is  promised  to  us  is  in  a  con- 
dition of  suspended  animation  is  due 
entirely  to  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition, 
who  might  have  stopped  this  debate  four 
nights  ago  if  he  had  so  chosen.  But  he 
preferred,  sadly  to  his  discredit,  to  invoke 
the  Parliamentary  traditions  of  battledore 
and  shuttlecock  instead  of  considering  the 
interests  of  the  country  in  this  pi'esent 
crisis.  I  have  said  that  this  Amendment, 
is  a  clever  Amendment;  it  will  surely 


^jupiro  has  been  revealed  to  all,  it  appears 
to  you  a  fitting  opportunity  to  blame  the 
new  diplomacy — to  blame  Her  Majesty's 
Goremment  for  achieving  that  which  you 
yourselves  were  unable  to  accomplish. 
Further,  complaint  is  made  that  the 
power  of  our  Empire  has  been  exercised 
in  all  its  might  against  two  little  States. 
But  it  is  not  denied  that  the  comiption 
and  the  wronedoing  of  these  States  have 
been  great.  We  have  yet  to  learn  that 
wrong  can  be  measured  by  the  size  of  the 
wrongdoer,  or  that  punishment  should  be 
meted  out  according  to  the  stature  of  the 
priaonor.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the   Member  for   Aberdeen   said  in 

the  course  of  his  remarks  that  our  enough  scoop  into  the  lobby  all  those 
Conventions  should  be  strictly  observed  who  have  forgotten  their  life-long 
with  small  States,  and  I  could  not  help  motto  of  "  Grievance  before  Supply, 
interjectiog  at  the  time  that  "  such  Those  who  have  shelved  the  old 
obligation  should  be  reciprocal,"  an  ;  Liberal  watchword  of  '*  no  taxation  with- 
observation  with  which  he  was  good  !  out  representation " ;  those  legal  gentle- 
enough  to  agree.  Then  I  asked  myself  men  who  seem  to  think  that  we  in 
whether  we  should  have  stood  from  |  England  have  a  monopoly  of  that  clause 
France  orfrom  Russia  for  one  moment  such  in  Magna  Charta  which  declares  that 
infringement  of  Conventions  as  we  have  justice  shall  not  be  sold,  denied  or  delayed^ 
endured  in  the  Transvaal.  I  am  con-  to  any  man^"  as  well  as  by  those  who 
vinced  we  should  never  have  stood  them,  consider  us  too  i^ressive  in  our  present 
and  I  make  bold  to  say  that  what  we  '  policy  or  not  aggressive  enough.  But  the- 
could  not  endure  from  Paris  or  St  |  Amendment  is  not  too  clever  to  prevent 
Petersburg  we  should  not  tolerate  '  Members  on  this  side  of  the  House  join- 
from  Pretoria.  And  at  the  same  time  ■■  ing  together  upon  this  occasion,  whatever 
that  we  are  informed  that  we  are  bully- 1  their  feelings  may  be  upon  one  detail  or- 
ing  little  States  by  the  Member  for  South  i  upon  another  of  the  policy  of  Her 
Aberdeen,  the  honourable  and  learned  Majesty's  Government.  We  recognise  it 
Member  for  Dumfries  suggests  that  whilst  1  as  being  a  vote  of  censure  upon  the 
ne;gotiations  were  going  on  we  should  [  Government,  and  therefore  I  believe  we 


have  been  piling  up  arms  in  Natal  against 
the  da^r  of  battle.  That  is  a  buUying 
Bu^estioUf  if  you  please !  I  asked  myself 
again — would  any  great  State  have 
tolerated  it  from  us?  When  we  were 
engaged  in  arranging  treaties  with  France 
upon  the  Niger  or  in  the  Soudan,  with 
Germany  regarding  Samoa,  or  elsewhere, 
would  offensive  exhibitions  of  the  massing 
of  forces  have  facilitated  the  passing  of 
such  conventions  ?  Would  they  not  nave 
been  regarded  as  intolei-able  by  the  other 
contracting  parties  1  Undoubtedly  they 
would,  and  we  have  no  right  to  resort  to 
these  demonstrations  of  force  against  a 
smiUl  country  which  no  great  country 
would  have  ttderated  frcmi  us  for  a 
moment.  I  agree  with  the  hon.  Baronet 
the  Member  for  the  Berwick  Division, 
who  Stud  that  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  had,  by  his  speech,  lifted  a  gloom  from 
the  heart  of  the  coimtry.  It  is  true  he 
told  us  much  that  was  relieving,  but  he 


shall  stand  together  because  we  disagree- 
in  Mo  with  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of 
the  Amendment.  We  at  least  will  record 
to-morrow  our  trust  in  the  governing 
capacity  of  the  Executive  of  the  day  in 
this  time  of  stress  and  of  battle,  and  we 
shall  thank  heaven  that  we  have  a 
Government  which  has  at  least  disclosedi 
to  the  world  the  true  inwardness  of  this- 
Transvaal  rebellion. 

•Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire,. 
E.) :  It  seemed  to  me  somewhat  pain- 
ful to  hear  the  right  hon.  Gentlemam 
boasting  in  eager  and  almost  extravagant 
terms  of  the  enthusiasm  of  the  country 
in  sending  out  an  Army  of  200,000  men.. 
I  am  one  of  those  who  do  not  share  the - 
hysterical  disbelief  in  the  capacity  of  the 
British  race  to  deal  with  any  problem  that 
is  placed  before  thenk  But  I  do  think 
that,  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and  his 
colleagues  had  invited  the  House  of  Com- 
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.mons  and  the  country  last  June  to  consider  < 
this  enormous  scheme  of  sending  a  force  of  | 
300,000  men  7,000  miles  away  and  in- 1 
curring  a  liability  of  perhaps  hundreds  of 
millions  sterling ;  if  they  had  gravely  | 
proposed  such  a  policy  as  that  in  order 
simply  to  enforce  the  granting  of  a  five  j 
years  retrospective  franchise  to  the  Uitr  j 
llanders,  I  venture  to 'think  that  this  House 
and  the  country  would  have  refused  ' 
absolutely    to   consider    proposals    so  j 
enormously    disproportioned    to     the  i 
end   to  be  attained,  and  would  have 
promptly  rejected  them  with  scorn.   The  ' 
right  non.  Gentleman  added  strength  to  > 
my  contention,  because  he  said  "  our  ob-  > 
jects  are  reasonable,  our  demands  are 
moderate,"  and  that  the  proposals  of  the 
(Government  were  the  same  as  those  made  ' 
ill   the  weli-known  despatch  of  Lord ' 
Ripon,  when  Colonial  Secretary  in  1894, 
which  was  not  actually  sent  to  the  Trans-  . 
vaal  Government.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman says  to  us,  "  Your  proposals  have 
•been  the  same  as  our  propcKials  are,  and  : 
yet  yousay,  *  We  must  compel  acceptance  j 
of  these  proposals  by  force.      That  came  \ 
strangely  from  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  , 
because  four  years  ago,  in  August,  1896,  | 
he  ridiculed  the  idea  of  sending  an  army 
"to  force  President  Kruger  to  grant! 
reforms,"  and  said:   "That  is  not  my 
policy,  and  it  never  will  be  my  policy."  ' 
it  seems  to  me  that  there  is  a  fundamental 
I  inconsistency  here,  as  elsewhere,  in  the  : 
abatements  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  i 
But  I  rejoice  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- , 
man  has  again  defined  the  limits  and  the  ' 
objects  of  his  policy,  in  the  definite  terms  ! 
he  did  in  his  speech  to-night.    I  think  that  | 
relieves  us  from  some  difficulties  in  deal- ' 
ing  with  this  question.    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  takes  the  footing  that  this  war  * 
is  a  just  and  a  necessary  war,  and  he 
•  saeroed  to  regard  as  a  reproach  to  theOppo- ' 
.^sition  that  some  of  them  held  that  this  war 
was  an  unjust  and  a  needless  war.  But 
we  do  take  that  view,  and  I  pin  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  to  his  contention  that  his  '■ 
objects  are  reasonable,  that  his  policy  was  : 
the  same  as  the  despatch  of  Lord  Kipon, 
and  with  that  contention  in  his  mouth  the  , 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  no  right  to  say 
that  we  are  not  justified  in  arguing,  on 
the  facts  and  on  the  merits,  that  this 
war   is  a  needless  and  an  iniquitous 
war.    We  have  had  recently  put  in  our 
hands  a  new  Blue-book  on  this  question. 
)I  will  only  refer  to  one  passage  in  that 
jBlue-book  which  seems  to  me  to  add  force 
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to  the  unanswerable  oontention  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  Bodmin  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Plymouth  in  the  debate 

of  October  19th.  The  passage  I  wish  to 
refer  to  is  in  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Conyng- 
ham  Greene,  in  which  he  dwells  upon 
the  second  telegram  sent  by  the  Trans- 
vaal Government  on  August  2l8t  in 
connection  with  their  proposals  for  a 
five  years  franchise.  He  says  that  he  \s 
compelled  to  regard  this  second  telegram — 
in  which  the  Transvual  Government 
reminded  the  British  Government  that 
the  conditions  which  they  had  merely 
alluded  to  in  the  first  telegram  were  con- 
ditions which  were  absolutely  essential 
the  acceptance  of  the  five  years  franchise 
— as  making  the  transaction  a  bargain 
pure  and  simple,  and  Mr.  Conyngham 
Greene  remarks  that  this  additional  tele- 
gram made  it  clear  that  the  negotiations 
"  were  meant  to  be  oH  "  and  therefore  he 
had  come  to  the  conclusion,  and  advised 
the  High  Commissioner  that  it  was  not 
worth  while  to  pursue  the  negotiation»( 
further.  But  what  the  Boers  thun 
stipulated,  most  reasonably,  was  only 
to  hare  an  assurance  that  the  Ck>nvention 
should  be  maintained,  and  to  insist  on 
the  freedom  and  independence  we  had 
again  and  again  promised  them — as  a 
consideration  for  granting  the  franchise 
to  the  XJitlanders.  This  despatch  must 
have  reached  the  Colonial  Office,  and  how 
can  we  reconcile  those  words  with  the 
statement  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  last 
October  in  reply  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
Plymouth — that  he  fully  intended  to 
accept  these  very  conditions  and  limitatioiis 
which  are  in  this  despatch  said  to  have 
closed  the  negotiations.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  has  said  that  this  is  a  great 
natural  issue  which  ought  to  be  dealt  with 
without  regard  to  party.  That  is  exactly 
the  feeling  with  which  I  wish  myself  t** 
approach  this  subject  I  must  say  that 
I  have  been  deeply  pained  at  the  ignoble 
and  unfair  taunts  which  have  been 
levelled  at  us  not  only  in  this  House  but 
in  the  country—  that  because  we  criticiBe 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  and  because 
we  say  that  policy  has  landed  us  in  ait 
unjust  and  unnecessary  war,  that,  con- 
sequently, weare  lackingin  patriotism,  that 
we  do  not  appreciate  the  grave  peri!  in 
which  this  country  now  stands, and  that  we 
are  not  showing  proper  sympathy  for  the 
Army.  The  man  hardly  exists  wh<  > 
docs  not  feel  from  the  bottom  of  bis 
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heart   the  fullest  sympathy  with  our  j 
troops  who  are  struggling  so  magoificently,  I 
aod  who  does  not  feel  the  most  pas-  > 
sionate  sympathy  with  those  who  have  j 
suffered  of  high  and  low  deacee  the  loss ' 
of  friends  and  relatives  in  uiis  war.    If  , 
we  are  sincere  in  our  belief  that  this  war  : 
is  unjust — and  I  am  speaking  my  own  j 
honest  conviction  —  thiat    fact   merely  : 
deepens  our  indignation  against  those , 
whose  folly  or  misconduct  has  involved 
this  country  in  the  war.     The  Colonial 
Secretary  has  referred  to  the  magnificent 
display — -I  won't  call  it  loyalty,  but  of  | 
the  devoted,  eager  spirit  to  help  to  the  ' 
utmost — by  our  colonies,  and  nothing 
could  be  more  splendid  and  more  praise- 
w(Kthy.     But  what  was  the  real  reason 
for  that?     When  Sir  Wilfrid  Laurier, 
the  Canadian  Premier,  was  over  here  in 
the  year  1897,  he  said :  "  We  are  loyal 
because  we  are  free."    The  real  principle 
which  underliee  this  colonial  support  is 
that  they  have  been  granted  freedom  and 
the  power  to  manage  their  own  affairs. 
They  are  acting  not  in  obedience  to  the 
orders  of  martinets  in  Downing  Street, ' 
but  of   their   own  goodwill  they  have  • 
resolved  of  their  own  choice  to  send  their  | 
own  troops  in  their  ovm  way.    That  is 
the  secret  of  this  Colonial  loyalty.  That 
is  the  natural  reward  which  this  country 
receives  for  granting  freedom  and  for 
showing  our  confidence  and  goodwill  to 
these  people  who  are  allied  with  us  all 
over  the  world.    Nothing  could  condemn 
the  Government  policy  more  than  this. 
Had  we  treated  the  Boers  as  we  have 
done  our  Colonies — if  we  had  shown  the 
same  confidence  and  goodwill —such  a 
policy  would  have  gained  for  us  the 
sympathy  and  perhaps,  at  some  time, 
even  the  active  support,  instead  of 
the   hostility  of    the    South   African  | 
Republic.     I  should  just  like  to  refer 
to  one  other  passage  in  the  speech  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman.    He  said  that 
this  war  is  likely  to  lead  to  the  two  races 
respecting  each  other  when  it  is  over. 
But  what  did  he  say  three  years  ago  1 
He  said  that  such  a  war    would  leave 
behind  it  the  embers  of  a  strife  which 
he  believed  generations  would  hardly  be 
long  enough  to  extinguish."     The  one 
speech,  as  usual,  contradicts  the  other, 
and  the  whole  case  of   the  Colonial 
Seeretarv  from  beginning  to  end  could 
be  answered  from  his  own  multifarious 
and  not  very  satisfactory  speeches.  We 
have  had  the  official  apology   in  the 


speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
at  Manchester — an  apology  not  im- 
proved upon  in  either  House.  That 
defence  has  been  the  worst  impeacfa- 
meut  of  the  Ministry.  I  do  not 
want  to  dwell  upon  the  military  side 
of  this  question,  for  that  has  been  dealt 
with  by  many  speakers,  notably  by  the 
Member  for  the  Berwick  Division  of 
Northumberland  ^n  a  speech  of  critical 
analysis  and  pulverising  power.  That 
speech  is  one  which,  in  my  opinion, 
shon  s  that  the  Ministry  have  been  really 
playing  with  the  country.  I  would 
turn  to  ihe  more  serious  side — what 
the  Ministry  have  done  to  secure  peace. 
What  is  the  essential  test  whether  this 
is  a  just  or  unnecessary  war  ?  This 
war  has  sprung  out  of  the  negotiations 
since  last  spring.  We  are  therefoiii 
entitled  to  ask  what  is  ■  the  interpre- 
tation which  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  Her  Majesty's  Government 
put  upon  that  chapter  of  our  diplo- 
macy. We  know  very  well  in  what 
way  those  negotiations  commenced.  Sir 
Alfred  Milner,  at  the  Bloemfontein  Con- 
ference, described  the  franchise  as  a  policy 
which  would  place  in  the  hands  of  tbe  Out- 
landers  themselves  the  power  of  enabling 
them,bybecomingcitizensof  theTransvaalC 
to  remove  gradually  by  their  own  efforts 
thogrievances  which  they  suffered.  That  in 
a  policy  with  which  many  of  us  on  this 
side  of  the  House  have  heartily  sym- 
pathised. We  know  how  that  policy  was 
pressed  home  again  and  again.  We  have 
beard  the  statement  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary that  what  he  demanded  was  the 
immediate  and  substantial  representation 
of  the  Outlanders  in  the  Volksraad  of  the 
South  African  Republie.    Was  this  pro- 

Sisal  ever  honestly  and  sincerely  made  by 
er  Majesty's  Govemment  1  The  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  at  Manchester, 
says — 

"  Tlie  proliability  was  that  we  should  obtain 
such  rifihts  for  the  (Jitlanders  in  theTramivaal 
OH  should  at  least  tide  over  the  present  year, 
and  the  preisent  ditticulty  until,  perhaps,  »unm 
l)erio«I  arrived  when,  eitiier  by  accident  or  dt;- 
!4i^n,  it  iiii^ht  suit  the  Boer  leadent  to  pre- 
cipitate a  straggle." 

It  seems  to  me  that  one  can  put  no  inter- 
pretation on  those  words  other  than 
this — that  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasur-y 
was  compelled  to  anticipate  a  terrible  war 
such  as  we  have  upon  us  now,  at  some 
time  or  othtr,  and  that  the  franchise 
proposals  were  merely  of  the  nature  of  a 
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stop-gap,  an  expedient  to  gain  time,  and 
not  a  solution  of  the  question  at  all. 
Well,  then,  I  will  just  put  this  ques- 
tion to  the  House :  Suppcne  that  through 
the  principle  laid  down  Tay  the  Colonial 
Secretary  we  should  have  had  immediate 
and  substantial  representation  of  the  Out- 
landers  :  suppose  that  had  been  sincerely 
meant  and  accepted  by  President  Kruger ; 
suppose  they  really  wanted  the  franchise 
and  that  it  had  been  effectively  carried 
out.  Why,  that  representation  would 
have  added  from  20,000  to  40,000  citizens 
to  the  South  African  Republic  who  would 
have  been  bound  in  honour,  if  there  is 
honour  in  any  of  these  transadnons,  to 
fight  against  us  in  the  event  of  the  war 
which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
expected.  Could  anything  be  more  fatuous 
than  that  1  If  it  was  not  meant  seriously 
how  can  we  be  surprised  that  an  acute 
and  vigilant  people  like  the  Boers  should 
have  their  suspicions  intensified  and 
became  con\'inced  that  the  whole 
of  this  policy  was  tainted  with 
duplicity,  and  that  they  were  being 
marked  out  as  the  victims  of  the  ambitious 
policy  of  Mr.  Rhodes  and  the  Colonial 
Secretary  from  the  beginning,  and  ihat 
there  was  no  honesty  or  straightforward- 
ness in  the  whole  business  from  beginning 
to  end  1  A\Tien  we  thus  left  the  Boers  to 
choose  whether  our  policy  was  one  of 
imbecility  or  duplicity,  I  ask  if  either  of 
those  poUcies  is  worthy  of  a  great  nation  ? 
AVhat  can  be  less  creditable  to  a  great, 
intelligent,  and  supreme  people  like  the 
English,  dealing  with  a  humble,  simple 
people  like  the  Boers,  who  are  less  en- 
lightened and  less  progressive,  and  whom 
we  ought  to  hare  taken  by  the  hand  and 
shown  the  righC  wa^  to  develop  their 
future  1  Instead  of  this  we  had  convinced 
them  that  they  could  see  nothing  ahead 
but  a  policy  of  war,  and  was  it  any 
wonder  then  that  they  could  only  regard 
this  country  with  suspicion  and  dislike  1 
We  have  often  heard  in  this  House  and 
elsewhere  that  the  Outlanders  are  unani- 
mously in  favour  of  these  proposals,  but 
I  could  occupy  the  time  of  the  House  far 
longer  than  I  should  be  justified  in  doing 
if  1  attempted  to  quote  in  full  from  the 
many  statements  I  have  here  mainly  from 
miners  from  Northumberland,  liancashire, 
and  South  Wales,  who  have  returned  to 
England  from  the  Transvaal.  They  are 
men  who  all  state  that  they  went  out 
there  because  they  could  get  good  wages, 
and  after  spending  a  few  years  there, 
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return  to  England  with  considersUe 
sums  of  money.  These  miners  state 
that  there  was  no  agitation  for  these 
reforms,  that  there  was  no  demand  for  the 

franchise,  and  that  the  greater  part  of  the 
working  men  believe  that  the  result  of  the 
transference  of  the  Grovemment  of  the 
Transvaal  from  the  Boers  to  the  English 
will  be  a  rapid  and  decisive  diminution  of 
their  wages.  They  are  statements  not  from 
capitalists  and  speculators,  but  from  men 
who  have  gone  out  there  to  work  iu  the 
mines,  whose  statements  are  absolutely 
trustworthy.  They  say  the  Outlander 
petitions  were  got  up  by  deliberate 
threats,  that  if  they  did  not  sign  they 
would  have  to  leave  the  mine.  They 
were  got  up  by  endless  floods  of  beer 
which  had  to  be  resorted  to  in  order 
to  obtain  signatures.  I  could  quote 
passages  to  show  that  the  names  of 
hundreds  of  those  appearing  on  the  peti- 
tions knew  absolutely  nothing  about  them. 
The  real  secret  of  this  v&t  is  the  absolute 
sense  of  distrust  and  lack  of  confidence 
which  English  policy  has  created  in  the 
Transvaal.  I  notice  that  Her  Majesty's 
Gkiivemment  have  now  adopted  the  raid 
as  a  legitimate  and  complete  excuse  for 
the  position  in  which  they  stand.  They 
have  adopted  apparently  the  wise  anci 
weighty  words  of  a  man  who  is,  I  regret  to 
say,  no  longer  in  this  House,  and  whom 
I  always  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  most 
straightforward  men  I  have  seen  in  Par- 
liament— I  allude  to  Lord  Charles  Beres- 
ford.  Speaking  upon  this  subject  he 
said — 

"  Blame  should  be  attached  almost  eoUrely. 
if  not  enUrely,  to  that  lamentable  and  con- 
temptible raja.  Many  of  his  frieods  were  in 
that  raid — but  the  qaeation  of  the  honour  of 
one's  country  was  very  nmch  biwer  than  the 
question  of  personal  friendship.  No  one  who 
had  anything  to  do  ^vith  that  affair,  directly 
or  indirectly,  ought  to  have  anything  to  do 
with  the  administration  of  the  Traiunal  in 
thefutore." 

As  I  have  said  before,  the  Gk>vemment 
have  adopted  the  first  lart  of  that  state- 
ment made  by  Lord  Charles  Beresford  as 
an  excuse  for  their  podtion,  while  Uie 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  IMymoaUi, 
in  a  most  eloquent  and  statesmanlike  pas- 
sage in  his  speech,  ui^ed  Her  Majesty's 
Gk>vemment  to  adopt  Lord  Charles  Beree- 
ford's  second  point,  namely,  that  those 
who  by  implication  or  suspicion  had  been 
associated  with  the  raid  and  its  policy 
should  be  withdrawn  from  dealing  further 
with  these  problems.     The  right  h<ni. 
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iTentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  I 
for  Foreign  Affairs  made  a  most  impor-  \ 
tant  adimsdon  in  his  speech,  and  that 
admissioii  |Mractically  establishes  our  case  j 
out  of  his  own  mouth.   He  said  that  the 
raid  had  practically  destroyed  the  reform 
moToment  in  the  Transvaal,  and  that  if : 
the  rtid  had  not  occurred  the  progressive  j 
movement  in  the  Transvaal  would  have  | 
put  an  end  to  the  domination  of  President 
Kniger  in  a  very  few  years.    WhaX  more  : 
could  we  wish  to  have  than  that  state- 
ment in  order  to  establish  our  case,  for  it 
admits  that  a  policy  of  fair  play  would 
have  stamped  out  all  these  conspiracies,  ^ 
wovld  have  secured  peace,  and  would : 
have  maintained  peace  throughout  the 
country.   The  House,  no  doubt,  remem- 
bers Uie  well-known  words  of  Mr.  Froude 
in  regard  to  the  transfer  of  the  Kimberley 
diamond  mines  from  the  Orange  Free 
State  to  British  control.    He  described 
it  as  *'  the  most  discreditable  transaction 
in  English  Colonial  history,"and  stated  that 
**fromthatdayno  Boer  in  South  Africa  has 
been  able  to  trust  to  English  promises." 
But  what  was  the  very  fii"st  step  taken  by 
the  Colonial  Secretary  in  dealing  with  the 
Transvaal  after  the  raid  I    Instead  of 
conciliation,  instead  of  meeting  Presi- 
dent   Kruger's    magnanimity   to  the 
prisoners  by  concessions,  he  made  a 
proposal  to  detach  the  Rand  from  the  rest 
of  the  Transvaal,  to  give  it  self  govern- 
ment, and  to  make  it  a  separate  com- 
miuity.    Could  the  Transvaal  Dutch  put 
any  other  interpretation  upon  that  pro- 
posal than  that  it  was  intended  to  rob  the 
Transvaal  of  the  lUnd  goldfields  as  the 
Orange  Free  State  had  been  robbed  of  the 
Kimberley  Diamond  Mines  % 

Mr.  GED6E  (Walsall) :  It  vas  only 
■A  proposal  to  create  a  separate  munici- 
ptinty. 

•Mr.  CHANNING:  The  proposal  was 
<[uite  clear ;  it  gave  Home  Rule  to  the 
Rand  with  the  prospect  of  gradual  de- 
utchment  from  the  Transvaal,  and  it 
deepened  and  intensified  feeling  in  that 
country  ^gainst  the  policy  of  Her 
Slajesty's  Government.  If  the  Govern- 
ment were  in  earnest  in  pledging  them- 
selves to  maintain  the  independence  of  the 
Transvaal,  why  did  they  not  deprive  the 
Siuth  Africa  Company,  which  entered  into 
ihia  mratical  enterprise,  of  its  charter  ? 
I  believe  the  position  of  the  company 
is  exceedingly  unsatisfactory,  but  some 
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of  its  directors  are  men  of  enormous 
wealth.  ^Vhy  <lid  not  the  Government 
instead  of  shuffling  with  the  question  of 
indemnity,  and  helping  the  company  to 
wriggle  out  of  its  liability,  force  it  to 
pay  adeqiute  compensation  for  the  out- 
rage it  had  committed  on  a  country 
with  which  we  were  at  peace  1  Why 
was  the  inquiiy  into  the  raid  shirked 
and  burked,  and  why  was  Mr.  Rhodes 
allowed  to  escape  the  natural  penalty 
which  his  participation  in  the  raid  justly 
brought  upon  him  ?  His  resignation  of 
the  position  of  Prime  Minister  of  Cape 
Colony  was  wholly  insufficient ;  his  name 
ou^t  to  have  been  struck  off  the  roll  of 
the  Privy  Council,  and  he  ought  to  have 
been  put  on  his  trial  like  Dr.  Jameson 
and  his  other  subordinates,  when,  on  his 
own  admission,  he  would  have  to  suffer  a 
similar  penalty  to  them.  What  natural 
effect  had  all  this  on  the  minds  of  the 
people  of  the  Transv  aal  ?  A  few  days  ago 
there  was  published  in  the  Daily  Netvs  a 
striking  and  interesting  interview  with 
Mr.  J.  B.  Robinson,  who  has  special 
knowledge  on  these  questions.  He 
described  in  detail  a  succession  of  conver- 
sations which  he  had  with  President  Kruger 
in  reference  to  the  raid.  I  will  not  quote 
all  the  interview,  but  I  will  refer  to  that 
part  of  it  which  is  gemume  to  the  argu- 
ment I  am  advancing.  The  last  occasion 
on  which  Mr.  Robinson  saw  President 
Kruger  was  after  the  notorious  spwch  of 
the  Colonial  Secretary,  in  which,  with  an 
audacity  which  I  have  never  seen  in  any 
other  Member  in  this  House,  ventured 
to  state  after  the  Committee  had  declared 
Mr.  Rhodes  guilty  of  conduct  which  every 
honourable  man  considered  dishonourable, 
that  he  was  free  from  any  suspicion  that 
could  affect  his  personal  honour.  At  that 
interview  President  Kruger  said — 

I 

"Do  yoa  mean  to  tell  iiie  aa  an  intelligent 
'  man  that  you  accept  these  statements,  and  that 
;  youheUeveinthem?  Do  yon  think  we  are  fools? 
:  Do  you  tbink  fur  a  moment  that  we  do  not 
I  know  the  true  working  of  this  raid  ?  Do  you 
mean  tu  tell  me  that  you  do  not  know  that  the 
,  men  wim  oreanised  and  engineered  this  raid, 
organiaeil  it      their  own  Iwnetit,  and  that  tht  y 
'  had  decided  how  they  would  di\'ide  the  Trans- 
vaal, how  each  of  the  parties  was  to  have  cer- 
\  tain  interest  in  tlils  conntrj',  and  tliat  many  of 
;  tiie  reformers  who  ^'ere  put  in  gaol  were  per- 
,  fectly  innocent  and  ignorant  of  the  schenieu 
'  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  inner  circle  ?  There 
'  are  only  twelve  men  in  that  inner  circle,  and 
they  were  to  share  the  spoils  and  divide  the 
Transvaiil  auiongst  themselves.    They  and 
'  their  companies  foand  the  money  for  the  raiil. 
Do  you  think  that  we  are  su  innocent  as  not 
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to  know  that  Kfr.  Kliodes,  metaphorically 
speaking,  held  a  pistol  at  the  heads  of  certain 
men  in  Kngland  and  Kaid  to  them, '  If  you  do 
not  Buppuit  nit!  I  \\  \\\  tlenounce  yoti  and  your 
comphcity  in  the  raid ' 't "' 

That  showed  that  President  Kniger  and 
his  friends  firmly  believed  in  the  com- 
plicity of  the  Government  with  the  raid. 
I  will  not  enter  into  that  topic  now  ;  it  is 
a  topic  which  hon.  Members  opposite  are 
obviously  extremely  reluctant  to  discuss, 
but  if  they  had  paid  close  attention  to  the 
evidence  given  before  the  South  Africa 
Committee  they  would  be  able  to  say,  as 
I  say  without  hesitation,  that  that  evi- 
dence has  produced  an  impression  upon 
my  own  mind  which  nothing  but  an 
alMolutely  full  and  adequate  inquiiy,  with 
convincing  disproof  of  these  presumptions, 
can  remove,  of  the  probable  complicity  of 
the  Colonial  Office  in  the  raid.  No  one  can 
say  that  the  gravest  suspicion  does  not  rest 
upon  the  Colonial  Office,  and  it  is,  in  my 
opinion,  the  moral  duty  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  if  in  its  power,  to  remove  that  sus- 
picion by  further  inquiry  »nd  absolutely 
convincing  proof.  The  argument  which  I 
am  advancing  is  that  the  whole  of  these 
proceedings  after  the  raid  intensified  and 
deepened  suspicion  in  the  Transvaal.  I 
am  one  of  those  old  fashioned  people  who 
think  that  if  the  raid  was  illeg-al  and 
infamoiis  and  discreditable  for  an  indi- 
vidual, or  a  group  of  individuals,  it  would 
be  not  less  infamous  and  discreditable  if 
carried  out  by  a  nation.  I  believe  that  a 
nation  and  an  individual  are  alike  subject 
to  the  moral  law,  and  it  seems  to  me  it  is 
not  an  extravagant  coRception  of  the 
present  war  to  hold  that  it  is  an  official 
reproduction  of  the  policy  of  the  raid. 
We  have  heard  a  great  deal  about  the 
Transvaal  armaments,  but  I  should  like  to 
know,  has  not  a  nation  the  same  right  as 
an  individual  to  selfKlefence  ?  If  we  are 
threatened  by  burglars  we  have  a  right  to 
defend  ourselves,  and  if  a  nation  is 
threatened  with  extinction,  it  also  has  the 
right  to  organise  its  defences.  A  very 
striking  letter,  written  by  General  Joul»ert 
to  a  foreign  correspondent,  and  published 
in  December  in  cme  of  the  foreign  papers, 
refers  to  this  question  of  armaments,  and 
as,  perhaps,  it  is  the  most  authoritative 
statement  on  the  subject,  I  should  ask 
to  be  permitted  to  quote  it.    He  writes — 

"  Since  the  Jameson  inyiision,  wlii<'h  we 
happily  repulBedlinj^anaary,  189<i,  our  Govern* 
Dient  has  been  convmeed  that  Enjfland,  under 
the  pressure  of  not  very  creditable  influences, 
would  Booner  or  later  declare  against  the  Uoera 
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a  war  of  extermination.  We  were  likewise 
iiersiiaded  thnt  we  could  jwrry  this  danjjrer  only 
r>y  considerable  arinatiients,  aud  while  well 
aware  tliat  the  war  in  (luestion  would  he 
aeAcrely  (Timdeiiine<l  by  all  the  European 
peoples,  we  aiiti('ii>ated  that  none  of  tueni 
wonld  intervene  eHectively  because  they  would 
be  so  stron^dy  iniprexsed  ay  the  loud  threata  frf 
England  and  by  tne  annamento  of  her  formid- 
ahle  fleet,  that  tlie  Great  Knropeau  Powers 
would  not  \-entnre  to  protest  against  the  in- 
satiable thirst  of  the  En-^dish  for  aggrandise- 
ment, even  if  tlieir  own  IntereHts  were  thereby 
to  sutler.  Id  th»«e  circumstances  we  had 
mainly  to  rely  on  oar  own  streugtlL  To  anu 
onraen'ea  unremittingh-,  and  to  hide  these, 
armaments  ftxjm  the  EngUah :  snch  was  imr* 
object." 

I  think  in  dealing  with  these  momentous 
issues  of  peace  and  war,  and  life  and 
death,  we  ought  sometimes  to  place  our- 
selves in  the  position  occupied  by  our 
antagonists.  That  letter  was  only  to  be 
ex:pected  when  the  Boers  had  witnessed  a 
long  series  of  events  pointing  distinctly  to 
a  conspiracy  to  crush  their  independence. 
I  regret  niy  hon.  and  learned  friend  the 
Member  for  South  Shields  is  not  just 
now  in  his  place.  I  have  great 
admiration  for  bis  brilliant  ability  and 
we  all  delight  in  his  eloquent  expression 
of  the  opinions  he  holds,  but  I  regret  to 
observe  in  him  a  disposition  to  enter  into 
that  limited  and  singular  competition  of 
some  distinguished  lawyers  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  for  the  questionable  honour 
of  acting  as  lending  counsel  for  the 
Colonial  Secretary.  I  envy  him  neither 
his  case  nor  his  defendant.  I  was 
somewhat  surprised  to  hear  him  develop 
in  this  House  a  number  of  fallacies 
which  I  had  the  pleasure  of  exposing 
to  my  own  satisfaction  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  others  in  letters  to  The  Times 
last  Novemljer.  I  will  not  deal  with 
that  correspondence,  but  would  illustrate, 
by  one  or  two  points,  the  unfairness  of  his 
contentions.  In  the  first  place  my  hon. 
and  learned  friend  quoted  a  qteech  of 
President  Kruger  for  the  putimse  oi 
showing  that  he  had  no  intention  what- 
ever of  giving  the  franchise.  The  date  of 
that  speech  was  the  30th  May,  and  the 
final  consideration  of  the  seven  years 
Franchise  Act  was  in  the  last  fortnight  in 
July  ;  and— as  Mr.  Conyngham  Greene 
stated,  and  as  the  Blue  Books  ought  to 
have  made  known  to  my  hoa.  and  learned 
friend  what  were  the  amendments 
introduced  into  that  Act,  it  would  have 
been  move  reasonable  to  have  qa<Med 
what  Mr.  Greene  reported  of  President 
Kniger*s  and  General  Joubert*s  speeches 
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•during  those  debates,  which  showed  that 
Presiaent  Kruger  had  the  tirm  nitentioii 
-of  giving  full  and  complete  action  to  it. 
My  hon.  and  learned  friend  ignored  all 
this,  and  treated  franchise  and  naturalisa- 
tion as  being  at  the  pleasure  of  the  field 
comet ;  but  that  again  is  an  error,  liecausc 
the  law  as  finally  passed  made  it  com- 
pulsory to  give  the  franchise  and  natural- 
isation when  two  responsible  citizens 
had  shown  by  affidavit  that  the  residence 
was  sufficient  and  that  the  person 
<X)ncorned  had  not  broken  the  laws  of  the 
Transvaal.  In  other  words,  the  conditions 
of  naturalisation  were  pretty  much  the 
same  as  in  this  country.  Another  extra- 
ordinary theory  of  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  was  that  there  was  a  joint  right  of 
occupancy  on  the  part  of  the  Outtanders 
■with  the  original  Dutch — they  were  not 
aliens  at  all  It  is  obvious  that  they  are 
aliens  exactly  as  aliens  anjrn'here  else, 
except  that  rights  to  reside  and  trade, 
and  rights  to  equal  taxation  were  seeure(l 
to  them.  But  my  hon.  and  learnerl  friend 
holds  that  the  Convention  of  18K4  con- 
templated handing  over  the  Transvaal, 
not  to  the  Dutch  population,  with  whom 
Mr.  Gladstone  was  in  treaty,  but  to  the 
whole  total  population.  That  I  considered 
m  insult  to  Mr.  Gladstone's  memory.  It 
is  as  great  an  insult  as  the  comj^rison  of 
the  financial  motives  of  the  ^its  and 
Ecksteins  with  the  resistance  of  Hampden 
and  Pym  to  Ship  Money,  or  the  American 
Colonists  to  the  stamp  duty.  I  do 
not  know  whether  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  remembers  the  history  of  the 
annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States. 
That  transaction  was  carried  out  in  a 
manner  somewhat  similar  to  what  he 
Aiggests,  and  it  was  condemned  by  all 
men  of  honour  and  character  in  the 
United  States  at  the  time,  and  remains 
one  of  the  blackest  pages  in  the  history 
■of  the  aggression  of  the  slave-owning 
interest  in  America.  My  noble  friend 
the  Member  for  the  Cricklade  Division 
has  been  well  justified  in  moving 
this  Amendment.  I  do  not  myself 
nish  to  treat  this  question  from  a 
party  point  of  view,  and  I  have  not  so 
tceated  it.  My  remarks  have  not  been 
party  remarks,  and  I  have  tried  to  argue 
the  question  on  its  merits.  With  reganl 
to  this  Amendment,  however,  I  think 
it  is  not  altogether  satisfactoiy,  and 
I  agree  with  much  that  has  fallen 
horn  hon.  and  right  hon.  (rentlemen 
4^q»0Bite  as  to  the  illogical   and  un- 


satisfactory   support   it    has  received 
;  from  certain  sections  of  the  Liberal  party. 
;  I  do  not  wish  to  challenge  or  condemn 
the  views  which  other  men  doubtless  hold 
;  with  sincerity,  but  it  seems  to  me  difficult 
to  imderstand  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Ber- 
wick Division  and  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  jVIember  for  South  Shields.  Wo 
I  all  know  that  these  hon.  (Gentlemen  and 
others  take  their  opinions  from  Lord  Rose- 
1  bery — perhaps  that  may  tie  an  offensive 
,  phrase — I  will  say  they  are  in  general  agree- 
I  meut  with  the  policy  and  actions  of  Lord 
j  Roscbery.    I  think  that  Lord  Rosebery'a 
'■  conception  of   what  he   calls  Liberal 
;  Imperialism  —  the  doctrine  of  unlimited 
I  expansion     and     that    P^ngland  had 
I  a     certain     moral     duty     to  take 
I  tiie  whole  world  under  its   control — 
is  a  dangerous  and  disastrous  policy  for 
this  country.    I  think  that  the  sober  and 
I  wise  policy  which  prevailed  throughout 
i  the    century    in     the    times   of  Sir 
Robert    Peel    .uul   of  Mr.  Gladstone, 
;  and  until  Lonl  Benconsfield  came  forward 
I  as  an  eloquent  and  almost  poetic  exponent 
of    this    gospel    of    annexation,  wan 
I  more  worthy  of  support.    What  is  the 
'  attitude  of  Lord  Rosebery  and  his  friends 
with  reference  to  this  Amendment  ?  No 
one  has  used  stronger  argiimonts  to  hound 
on  the  Government  intouiiswarthan  Lord 
Bosebei^,  and  I  cannot  understand  how 
that  attitude  is  i-econcilable  with  the  sup- 
port  of  this  Amendment.     The  hon. 
Member  for  the  Berwick  Division  said  that 
he  did  not  wish  to  reverse  the  policy  of 
the  Government.    But  if  this  Amend- 
ment means  anything  it  means  the  con- 
demnation of  the  whole  policy  of  the 
Government    since    1895,    as  having 
led  up  to  and  brought  about  the  pre- 
sent disastrous  and  unsatisfactory  war. 
I  I  care  little  about  the  failure,  conspicuous 
,  enough,  of  the  Government  to  make 
proper  military  preparations  and  to  con- 
duct the  war  effectively — that  is  a  matter 
which  could  be  remedied.  But  the  question 
of  policy  is  the  essential  issue  raised. 
What  I  wish  to  do  with  the  deepest 
'  .sense  of  responsibility  is  to  touch  what 
seems  to  me  the  real  kernel  and  core  of 
this  question.    The  charge  which  I  have 
>  to  make  is  that  the   policy  of  the 
I  Government  in  dealing  with  Uie  grave 
1  and  serious  problem  of  mixed  races  in 
South  Africa — a  problem  tenfold  more 
grave  and  serious  where  jealousy,  sus- 
I  picion,  and  hatred  have  erept  in — has 
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failed.  M'here  I  quarrel  with  the  Goveru- 
ment  is  that  the}*  have  totally  failed  to 
grasp  and  deal  with  the  conditions  of  that 
tremendoiiH  problem.  We  know  very  well 
the  forces  tliat  are  at  work  in  South  Africa. 
We  know  what  happened  with  regard  to 
the  Kimborley  Diamond  Mines ;  they 
were  turned  into  a  strict  monopoly,  and 
enormous  power  was  concentrated  in  the 
hands  of  a  small  syndicate  of  milUonairoB. 
They  stretched  their  power  over  the 
goldiields  in  the  Transvaal  as  soon  as 
they  were  discovered,  and  year  by  year 
the  gold  miiiiiig  iittei'est  is  more  and 
more  concentrated  in  a  few  hands.  It 
seems  to  me  a  scandalous  misuse  of  the 
term  to  refer  to  the  poor  unfortunate 
Government  of  the  Transvaal  as  an 
oligarchy.  Is  a  Government  an  oligarchy 
which  is  supported  by  every  man, 
woman,  and  child  under  it  with  the 
Ibs$,  drop  of  their  blood  1  No,  Sir; 
the  real  oligarchies  are  these  domi- 
nating financial  syndicates  who  have  far 
too  much  power  not  only  in  South 
Africa  but  in  this  country.  They  are  a 
great  and  terrible  danger,  and  the  grav  est 
charge  ^vhich  I  l>ring  against  the  Govern- 
ment is  that  they  ha^e  thrown  the 
weight  of  their  influence  on  the  side 
of  this  financial  oligarchy  who  are  not 
content  with  an  economic  control  but  now 
wish  to  grasp  also  the  whole  political 
machinery  of  South  Africa.  We  can  see 
the  political  results  in  the  demand  for  the 
suppression  of  self-government  in  Cape 
Colony,  a  demand  which  deliberately 
plays  into  the  han<U  of  the  conspirators 
who  desire  to  doniinate  South  Africa  in 
the  interests  of  capital  and  not  in  the 
interests  of  the  races  concerned. 

♦Captain  PHILLI^OTTS  (Devon,  Tor- 
quay) :  I  cannot  congratulate  the  Oppo- 
sition either  on  their  policy  or  their 
patriotism.  As  to  their  poUcy .there  can 
]»e  no  doubt  that  the  country  is  heartily 
sick  of  the  wrangle  which  is  going  on  in 
this  House,  and  is  anxiously  looking  for- 
ward to  the  time  when  the  House  will 
proceed  to  moi-e  impoi-tant  business.  As 
to  their  patriotism,  the  official  Opposition 
know  very  well  that  they  cannot  turn  out 
the  present  Government  even  if  they  had 
the  will,  and  the  only  result  of  this 
Amendment  will  l>c  to  make  the  enemies 
of  the  country  think  that  it  is  divided  on 
the  question  of  the  war.  In  some  parts 
of  the  country  it  is  the  practice  to  set  up 
a  calFs  skin  'stuffed  with  straw  in  order 
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to  make  refractory  cows  give  their  milk. 
The  noble  Lord  who  has  moved  this 
Amendment  occupies  that  position  ;  he 
has  been  set  up  to  attract,  votes  into  th» 
lobby,  and  it  would  seem  from  some  <rf 
the  speeches  that  that  operatioD 
will  be  successful  The  hon.  Barcmet 
the  Member  for  rthe  Berwick  Divi- 
sion taiuited  the  Government  with  having 
brought  forward  the  excuse  that  they 
were  wise  after  the  event.  Here  is  an 
extract  from  a  speech  made  by  one  who- 
was  wise  before  the  event,  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition,  on  the  I7th  of  October,  in. 
this  House — 

"  Now,  Sir,  I  am  glad  that  the  Govenunent 
are  at  least  not  fallmg  into  an  mor  that  ha« 
not  infrerinently  been  made  by  onr  country- 
men in  tlie  pant  times,  and  that  they  are 
sending  oat — after  some  delay,  it  is  tme,  an 
ample  force  for  the  purpose  of  effectually 
prosecuting  and  coni-ludin*;  thix  enterpriw. 
The  difiiculties  there  are  such  that  tli«y  will 
try  to  the  utmost  both  the  courage  awl 
endorance  the  soldier  and  the  skilleil 
general.  We  Iiave  the  most  complete  cod- 
lident-e  in  our  men  and  our  oAit-er^.  and  we 
know  diat  these  difficulties  will  )>e  BnccessfiUly 
encountered." 

Having  delivered  that  speech,  the  Leader 
of  the  Opposition  will  now,  1  sup- 
pose, deliver  a  speech  in  support 
of  this  Amendment  and  vote  for  it. 
On  former  occasions  the  right  h<Hi_ 
Gentleman  has  spoken  in  one  way  and 
voted  in  anothei*.  The  Opposition  are 
taunting  Her  Majesty's  Govenunent  and 
their  supporters  with  having  made  in- 
sufficient preparation  for  the  war.  A  taunt 
of  that  kind  can  only  be  compared  with 
Satan  reproving  sin,  >Miat  has  been  the 
policy  of  the  Liocral  party  for  generations 
past  but  to  cut  down  the  defensive 
armaments  of  the  country,  and  to  the 
sacrifice  of  efficiency  to  expediency  when- 
ever they  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  ao  '. 
I  The  Go\  ernment  undoubtedly  made 
'  mistakes,  but  the  greatest  mistake  they 
wore  ever  guilty  of  was  that  they  did  not, 
when  they  came  into  power,  come  down 
to  the  House  and  tell  the  country  the 
lamentable  state  in  which  they  founil 
the  defensive  forces  of  the  Empire,  and  the 
defective  condition  of  the  artillery.  It 
has  been  said  that  if  vou  allow  weeds  to- 
grow  one  year  it  takes  seven  years  t<i 
eradicate  them,  and  I  say  that  for  cn& 
year  that  the  last  Government  was  in 
office  it  would  take  several  years  to  correct 
the  mischief  they  have  done.  Certain 
members    of    the    Government  have 
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been  accused  of  making  rash  speeches. 
Well,  the  members  of  Her  ^lajesty's 
•Government  are  not  the  only  people 
who  make  rash  speeches.     Many  of  the 
supporters  of  the  Grovemment  have  done 
so,  and  I  for  one  plead  guilty  to  making 
a  rash  statement,  in  addressing  my  con- 
-stitnents.    I  praised  up  certain  members 
■of  the  Opposition  for  their  patriotism  and 
statesmanlike  support  of  the  Government 
in  their  difficultdes;  and  I  was  rash  enough 
•to  name  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Berwick  Division  amongst  others.  I 
know  better  now.  I  do  not  think  that  all 
those  hon.  and  right  hon.  Gentlemen  who 
Jiavo  spoken  in  favour  of  supporting  the 
Grovemmenc  vnW  stultify  themselves  by 
going  into  the  Opposition  lobby.  I 
hope  they  will   not  prove   that  if  you 
scratch  a  patriotic  Liberal  Imperialist 
you    will    only    find    an  unpatriotic 
partisan.     Some     Members  opposite 
have  offered  to  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment cOiiditional  promises  of  support.  No 
doubt-Her  Majesty's  Government  will  be 
properly  grateful  for  that  support,  but  I 
hope  at  the  same  time  that  the  Govern- 
ment and  the  Whips  will  not  rely  too  much 
on  it,  for  if  they  do  they  may  find  that 
though  the  pohtical  flag  of  truce  has  been 
hoisted,  that  they  are  exposed  to  a  galling 
fire-    I  trust  they  will  look  out,  and  not 
be   caught   napping    in   that  respect. 
It   has  been  said  that  the    result  of 
£he  war  will  be  to  accentuate  the  cUffer- 
■encea  that  exist  between  the  Butch  and 
(he  ^tish  races  in  South  Africa.   I  do 
not  believe  in  that  for  one  moment.  The 
Dutch  have  been  opposed  to  the  British 
mainly  because  they  held  them  in  con- 
tempt, although  there  were  other  reasons 
also  ;  but  after  this  war,  whatever  else  may 
iiappen,  they  will  have  learned  to  respect 
Englishmen.    If  the  Government  of  this 
•country  had  not  come  forward  to  support 
the  undoubted  rights  of  the  English  in 
South    Africa   we   should   have  lost 
the  support  of  our  colonies,  and  led 
to  the   oreaking   up    of    the  British 
Empire.   The  effect  of  this  Amendment 
•can  only  have  a  bad  influence  on  the 
country,  and  lead  our  enemies  to  believe 
that  we  are  disunited.    They  will  look  at 
what  has  occurred  in  the  House,  and  at 
the  result  of  the  division  if  a  division 
iakes  place.    But    the   heart   of  the 
^x>untry  is  sound,  and  I  think  that 
hon.   ^lembers   opposite  will   find  in 
the  time  to  come  when  they  ^  before 
their  constituents  that  in  making  these 


Little  Englatuler  Jipeeches  they  have 
made  a  political  mistake.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  opposite  who  spoke  last 
seemed  to  find  some  ditticnlty  iTi  pro- 
nouncing the  wortl  "  loyalty."  I  am  n<Jt 
surprised  ;  I  would  l>e  very  much  sur- 
prised if  I  thought  he  had  any  experirace 
of  that  sentiment,  judging  from  his 
speech.  , 

*.Mr.  CHANNING  :  What  I  said  was 
that  the  colonies  did  not  render  their 
help  merely  from  the  sentiment  oi  loyalty, 
but  spontaneously  and  of  goodwill. 

•Captain  PHILLPOTTS:  That  is  my 
,  case.  Loyalty  was  the  mainspring  of 
'  their  action.  I  think  the  hon.  Gentleman 
I  gave  the  whole  of  his  case  away  ^vhen  he 
1  showed  the  vast  preparations  that  had 
i  been  made  by  the  Transvaal  Government 
j  for  the  present  war.  I  think  it  is 
t  necessary  for  everyone  of  us  who  has  the 
!  welfare  of  the  country  at  heart  to  sup- 
,  port  the  Government  in  the  arduous  task 
that  they  have  luideilaken. 

■     Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  The  Amend- 
[  ment  which  this  House  has  been  erjgaged 
in  discussing  since  Tuesday  last  is  a  sorac- 
i  what  peculiar  one,  jind  I  have  been  re- 
quested by  the  Irish  Nationalist  Members 
i  to  explain  why  it  is  that  they  find  them- 
selves unable  to  vote  for  it.    It  consists 
'  of  two  portions.    The  first  part  proposes 
I  to  censure  the  Government  for  the  want 
of  knowledge,  foresight,  prudence,  and 
'  judgment  in  the  conduct  of  the  negotia- 
tions in  South  African  affairs  since  1895. 
[  Although    I    should   have    wished  to 
'  have  seen  that  portion  of  the  Amend- 
i  ment  so  draftetl  as  to  raise  a  clearer 
issue  as  to  the  justice  and  necessity  of  the 
war,  still,  as  far  as  I  am  concerned,  and 
as  far  as  most  of  my  colleagues  are  con- 
cerned, had  the  Amendment  been  confined 
to  that  portion  we  would  have  gladly 
supported  it.   But  when  we  turn  to  the 
second  iportion  of  the  Amendment,  we 
see  that  while  it  is  propcraed  to  censure 
the  Government  for  their  want  of  know- 
ledgOj  foresight,  and  judgment  in  their 
'  preparation  for  the  war  now  proceeding, 
we  are  constrained  to  interpret  the  second 
portion  of  the  Amendment  into  praoti- 
'  cally  a  declaration  that  the  Government 
'  ought  to  have  made  better  preparation, 
j  and  that  the  war  ou^ht  to  be  prosecuted 
i  to  victory.    Believmg  as  we  do  that  the 
I  war  is  unjust — one  of  the  cruellest  and 

FMth  Day 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


655 


Address  in  Aiimer  to         {COMMONS}         ike  ^teen's  Speech.  656- 


most  unjust  ever  undertaken  in  histoid' — 
l)elie\'ing,  as  we  do,  that  it  is  an  unpro- 
voked war,  and  a  war  of  aggression,  we 
find  it  impossible  to  support  the  Amend- 
ment. I  think  the  overwhelming  majority 
of  our  Irish  people  r^rd  this  war  as 
imjust,  and  entirely  unnecessary,  and  we 
are  convinced  on  the  evidence,  and  on  the 
merits,  that  this  war  has  been  the  work  of 
Si  ring  of  unscrupulous  capitalists,  that 
the  reasons  and  pretexts  which  have  been 
put  forward  to  justify  it  have  in  truth 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the  cause  of 
it,  and  that  the  inmost  purpose  of  this 
narrow  ring  of  capitalists  is  to  rob  a 
people  against  whom  this  country  has  no 
just  right  of  complaint,  and  to  rob  them 
because  in  their  territory,  uuhap^nly  for 
them,  there  has  been  discovered  the  richest 
goldfield  in  the  world.  Holding  that 
belief  firmly  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
representatives  of  Ireland  with  any  show 
of  honesty  to  vote  for  an  Amendment 
which  seems  to  Mame  the  Government 
for  not  making  greater  preparations  to 
carry  on  the  war  to  its  iniquitous  and 
cruel  termination.  I  might  almost  con- 
clude without  further  explanation,  but 
there  are  two  points  which  have  not  been 
much  alluded  to  in  the  course  of  the 
debate  to  which  I  desire  briefly  to  refer. 
T^ast  autmnn  and  spring  the  chief  ex- 
planation put  fonrard  as  a  justification  of 
the  war  were  the  grievances  of  the  Uit- 
landers. But  we  hear  very  little  now  of 
these  giievances.  They  ha^e  vanished 
into  the  liackground.  I  remember  hear- 
ing the  Colonial  Secretary  declaring  that 
this  country  ivas  fighting  to  set  free  from 
their  grievances  not  only  the  British 
Uitlanders,  but  the  Uitlanders  of  every 
nationality  of  Europe.  I  challenge  the 
Goremment  to  say  to^y  whethra  it  is 
not  the  fact  that  in  the  army  of  the 
Transvaal  and  Free  State  Republics,  there 
are  not  twice  as  nuuiy  Uitlanders  fighting 
a's  on  the  British  side.  [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber :  Four  times  as  many.]  Yes,  per- 
haps, four  times  us  many.  It  is  no 
wonder  that  the  grievances  of  the 
Uitlanders  have  disappearetl.  from  the 
case  of  the  Government  when  thev  find 
that  there  are  Scandinavians,  French,  and 
German  Uitlanders  spilling  their  blood  in 
defence  of  the  country,  to  which  the 
British  Government,  we  were  told,  was 
going  to  give  freedom.  I  have  not  the 
least  intention  of  going  into  details  on 
these  matters,  but  1  emphasise  the  fact 
that,  up  to  this  hour,  no  nonest,  straight- 
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forward  answer  has  been  given  to  the- 
question  often  propounded  in  this  House 
and  the  country — "What  are  we  fight- 
ing for  1 "   Different  answers  have  been 

j  given.    I  will  only  quote  one,  because  it 
appears    to    me    one    of    the  true 

I  causes,  as  well  as  a  sinister  statement. 

j  Speaking  in  London  on  the  18th  Decem- 

1  ber  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  used 

I  this  language — 

'  "  Tlie  up[>eal  comes  to  us  from  the  Cape, 
:  8n't)«]i  biu'k  the  invader ;  let  it  be  knows 
thit>u};hoiit  Soath  Africa  that  it  is  the  BritiHh 
I  race  M'l)iob  is  the  predominant  race,  and  intend)^ 
1  to  retiiiiiii  the  predominant  race." 

,  [Hon.  Members  :  Hear,  hear  >]   I  am 
1  glad  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiialty 
j  stated  that  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
j  Yes,  that  sentiment  is  cheered,  and  that  ia 
j  what  you  call  liberty  and  equal  rights  for 
I  all.     We  know  from  long  and  bitter 
i  experience  what  that  means.  Predomi- 
J  nant  race  !  that  is  what  you  are  fighting 
for — to  put  the  Dutch  under  your  feet  ia 
,  South  Africa ;  but  allow  me  to  tell  you 
'  you  will  never  succeed.  It  is  an  infamous 
'  object ;  the  conscience  of  humanity  will 
be  against  you  in  this  struggle,  and 
,  although  for  a  time  you  may  beat  down 
these  people  by  overwhelming  numbers, 
1  you  are  but  creating  for  yourselves,  as  a 
i  result  of  this  war,  far  away  in  the 
1  Southern  Seas,  7,000  miles  from  your 
shores,  another  Ireland,  which  will  be 
I  infinitely  more  difficult  to  hold  down  than 
I  the  Ireland  which  is  so  close.    Now,  I 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  on  a  subject 
j  on  wliich  I  feel  very  keenly,  namely,  the 
attacks  that  have  been  made  on  Su:  W. 
Butler.    This  subject  is  closely  concerned 
with  the  principles  on  which  the  Amend- 
ment is  based,  and  I  shidl  honestly 
endeavour  to  approach  the  conaderation 
of  it  from  the  point  of  view,  not  of  an 
Irishman,   but   of  a    member  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  who  desires  to  see 
:  fair  play    done  to  everylxxly.  Now 
what  is  the  exact  state  of  the  case 
in  regard  to  Sir  W.  Bntler  ?    He,  a 
distinguished  soldier  of  the  Queen,  was  in 
military  command  in  South  Africa  when 
war  became  imminent.    His  resignation 
from  that  c<unmand  M-as  accepted  by  the 
Government,  and  it  is  idle  to  tell  me  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  resignation  of  a 
I  commanding  officer  in  a  distant  counttj', 
I  on  the  eve  of  war,  is  not  a  vor>'  serious 
matter  for  that  officer,  all  the  more  espe- 
cially if  there  be  truth,  as  I  believe  there 
i  is  truth,  in  the  statement  that  his  resigna- 
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tion  .was  in  consequence  of  comnmnica^ 
tioDS,  more  or  less  in  the  iiatiu^  of  a 
censure,  which  reache<l  him  from  the 
Colonial  Office  or  from  the  War  Office 
— but  from  the  Colonial  Office,  I  think. 
WTien  a  question  was  put  the  other  day 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  ^\'ar  why  it 
v-aSy  when  Sir  \V.  Butler  had  been  made 
the  object  of  an  unheard-of  torrent  of 
abuse  and  vituperation,  that  lie  had  not 
defended  his  subordinate — we  should  all 
remember,  luid  ^tish  officers  opposite 
should  remember,  that  the  position  of  a 
soldier  is  particuUrly  cniei,  because  his 
mouth  is  shut  by  the  rules  of  the  Service ; 
and  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  his  political 
-superiors  to  defend  his  character  when 
attacked,  or,  if  they  cannot  defend  it,  to 
retire  him — what  was  the  answer  of  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  W'hv  f— 

"All  I  can  May  is  that  if  the  heaid  of  a 
department  which,  ax  the  noble  Lord  kiiou*:* 
hiinsetf,  is  somewhat  hard-worked,  ereti  in 
(ordinary  times,  were  to  take  niton  himself  in  a 
time  luce  that  through  which  we  liave  been 
jtaHnlng,  to  reply  to  ever^'  attiit^'k  in  the  {irexd 
on  himaelf,  or  on  his  subordinates,  he  wonhl 
not  have  much  leisure  left  for  the  legitiiniite 
work,  of  his  office." 

I  say  that  was  a  mean  and  evasive 
answer.  His  Lordship  levelled  the  case 
down  to  an  ordinary  criticism  of  sub- 
ordinates who  are  not  resigning  their 
posititMi — to  theordinary  kind  of  criticism 
to  which  we  are  all  subject  in  the  press 
of  the  country.  Is  that  a  fair  answer  in 
r^ard  to  a  soldier  placed  in  the  peculiar 
circumstances  in  which  Sir  W.  Butler  was 
situated,  and  who,  when  he  i-csigned,  was 
subjected  to  a  tempest  of  outrage  al>so- 
lutely  unparalleled  in  my  memory  ?  A\'hat 
were  the  charges  made  against  him  1  He 
was  said  to  be  superseded  ))ccause  he 
had  betrayed  his  duty  as  a  soldier,  and 
allowed  bis  political  opinions  to  overcome 
his  sense  of  duty  to  the  Queen  and  to  the 
Army;  that  he  had  not  sent  to  the  Govern- 
ment proper  information  as  to  the  con- 
dition of  affairs  in  South  Africa  and  the 
resources  of  the  enemy ;  and  furthermore, 
that  he  had  used  his  position  iu  South 
Africa  to  block  and  olwtruct  the  defences 
of  the  frontier  of  the  colony.  Now  we 
have  had  a  statement  from  the  Utider 
Secretary  for  War  in  this  House  that 
there  is  not  a  shadow  of  a  shade,  not  a 
shred  of  justification  for  all  this  storm  of 
vituperation  and  insult,  for  wc  are  told 
that  the  Government  had  all  the  informa- 
tion they  desired  to  guide  them,  that  they 


believed  it  to  be  quite  true,  and  that  not 
a  single  word  had  been  uttered  by  the 
Government  that  they  had  any  cause  to 
complain  of  Sir  W.  Butler  in  regard  to 
the  defences  of  the  colony.  Is  it  the 
way  in  which  a  soldier  should  be  treated 
by  his  superiors,  to  be  left  unshel- 
tered agamst  the  outrages  hurled 
against  him  for  three  or  four 
months,  and  tio  ^'ustification  given  by 
his  superiors,  until  that  justification  is 
dragged  out  unwillingly  in  the  House  of 
Lords  1  And  then  we  see  the  noble  Lord 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  compai^ig 
the  case  of  the  resignation  of  Sir  W. 
Butler  to  that  of  any  subordinate,  or  even 
to  the  Marquess  of  Lansdowne,  who  if  he 
had  resigned  would  not  have  had  his 
mouth  shut,  though  a  Member  o(  the 
Cabinet,  but  would  have  been  released 
from  his  oath  of  secresy,  when  he  could 
come  down  to  the  House  of  Lords  to  ^ve 
his  explanation.  Further,  there  is  a 
matter  which  requires  very  careful  con- 
sideration and  investigation.  We  were 
told  by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
that  the  sole  cause  of  the  acceptance  of 
Sir  W.  Butler's  resignation  was  a  differ- 
ence of  opinion  with  Sir  Alfred  Milner  in 
regard  to  politics.  It  may  be  said, 
"  What  business  had  Sir  W.  Butler,  who 
is  a  soldier,  to  interfere  in  politics  t  He 
ought  to  have  left  politics  alone."  But 
we  know  perfectly  well  that  owing  to  the 
peculiarity  of  his  position  in  the  Cape,  he 
was  transferred  from  the  position  of  a 
simple  soldier  to  that  of  High  Commis- 
sioner, and  it  became  his  duty  then  to 
send  home  political  despatch^  "What 
was  done  with  these  despatches  1  The 
history  of  the  treatment  of  these  de- 
spatches is  one  of  the  most  infamous 
things  connected  with  the  whole  of  these 
transactions.  While  voluminous  quota- 
tions from  the  Capp-  occupying 
whole  pages  of  the  Blue-lxmks,  were  sent 
home  by  Sir  A.  Milner  in  support  of  the 
allen»d  conspiracy  against  England,  Sir 
W.  Butler  was  denied  a  hearing  for  his 
despatches,  which  are  still  suppressed,  with 
the  exception  of  one,  giving  his  opinion  of 
tbeoperations  of  the  South  AfricanLeague. 
That  is  to  say,  the  hell-hounds  of  the 
South  African  League  were  set  against  Sir 
W.  Butler,  while  his  arguments  were 
completely  suppressed,  and  his  mouth 
shut.  There  are  one  or  two  questions 
which  ought  to  be  asked,  which  have 
not  been  pressed  by  Irish  Members,  but 
by  certain  of  the  newspaper  press,  al- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


659 


Address  in  Answer  to 


{COMMONS} 


the  fjtueu's  Speech.  660 


though  I  notice  these  have  become  pretty 
silent  since  Parliament  met.  I  think, 
however,  that  we  are  justified  in  pressing 
for  some  further  details  as  to  the  plans  of 
defence  which  Sir  W.  Butler  laid  before 
the  Government  before  he  gave  up  mili- 
tary employment  in  South  Africa.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  said  in  the 
House  of  Lords — • 

"  There  were  despatches,  no  *lou)>t,  contain- 
ing plans  of  defence  for  the  Colonies — planet  of 
conHiderable  minuteness — anu  for  that  very 
rea-oii  I  object  to  presenting  to  Parliament 
Fa|terB  containing  very  confidential  matter,  and 
which,  moreover,  it  is  not  nsual  to  present  to 
Parliament." 

If  that  is  so,  the  whole  press  of  the 
country  ought  not  to  have  been  allowed 
unchecked  and  unreproved  by  the 
Government  to  charge  this  soldier  with 
betraying  his  country  by  his  arrange- 
ments for  the  defence  of  the  Colonies.  It 
has  been  asserted,  and  it  is  believed  by 
many  people,  that  one  of  the  recommen- 
dations of  Sir  W.  Butler  was  that,  in  the 
case  of  war,  no  attempt  should  be  made  to 
garrison  the  colony  of  Natal  north  of  the 
Tugela  river.  We  are  entitled  to  know 
whether  that  is  true  or  not. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.)  :  No  such  thing.    It  is  not  true. 

Mr.  DILLON:  One  of  the  causes  of 
the  *'  entanglement "  at  Ladysmith,  which 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says  was 
the  source  and  root  of  all  the  disasters  to 
the  British,  was  the  reckless  promise 
given  on  the  25th  May,  1899,  by  Sir 
Alfred  Milner  to  the  Government  of 
Natal.  When  the  Governor  of  Natal 
spoke  to  the  Prime  Minister,  and  .isked 
him  to  pledge  himself  to  a  policy  of  war, 
the  Prime  Minister  siiid  he  was  afraid  to 
do  so,  because  it  would  militate  against 
the  interests  of  Natal  if  the  British 
Government  withdrew  after  all.  Then  Sir 
A.  Milner  wired — 

"  You  t-an  tell  Minister  tliat  it  it*  out  of  the 
■(Uestion  tluit  any  invasion  of  Natal  should  l>e 
tolerated  t»y  Her''iSIajeKty'(«  Government.  Such 
an  event  is  hij^Iily  improbable,  I  think,  bnt 
Natal  would  lie  defended  with  the  whole  force 
of  the  Emigre." 

And  that  promise  was  endorsed  by 
a  special  telegram  from  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  That  most  reckless  promise 
was  given  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
ciliating the  military  anthorities  after- 

Mr.  DUhn. 


wards.   Is  it  not  time  for  Ministcnrs  to 
cease  saying  that  there  has  been  no  inter- 
ference between  the  military  and  political 
authorities  1   That  promise  was  mven  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  from  Natal  the 
support  of  the  war  policy,  which  up  to 
that  time  the  Government  of  Natal  had 
refused  to  give.    They  were  in  favour  of 
peace.     On  that  reckless  promise  the 
Government  of  Natal  declared  for  the  war 
policy.    That  promise  has  not  been  kept, 
and  could  not  be  kept.   It  was  given  for 
an  evil  puipose,  but  in  the  attempt  to 
keep  it  all  the  <Usasters  which  have  over- 
taken the  British  Army  have  been  brought 
about.    That  was  the  first  of  these  move- 
ments which  appear  to  me  to  have  been 
been  made  in  pursuit  of  the  same  evil 
policy.     The  second  of  the  movements 
was  made  on  22nd  Septerat»er  last.  To 
the  astonishment  of  all  South  Africa  a 
large  body  of  troops  mo\'cd  out  to  Glencoe, 
in  the  teeth  of  the  advice  of  the  most 
skilled  military  advisers  of  the  Ministn-, 
and  with  this  result^  that  on  the  dar  after 
these  troops  wrae  moved  commandeering 
was  commenced  in  the  Transvaal  On 
the  22nd  September  the  Grovemor  of  Natal, 
Sir  AV.  Hely  -  Hutchinson,  telegraphct! 
to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  that  according  to 
the  best  information  he  had  received  the 
Boers  would  not  invade  Natal  or  declare 
war  unless  the  troops  were  moved  to 
Glencoe ;  but  if  troops  were  moved  to 
Glencoe  the  Boers  would  accept  the 
challenge.    On  the  eixning  of  the  23rd 
a   message   came   from   the  Colonial 
Secretary  giving  the  text  of  the  dispatch 
of  September  22nd,  and  in  the  teeth 
of   his  own   opinion   given   on  that 
very  day,   and  on  the  advice  of  our 
representative     in     Natal,    on  that 
,  very   day    they    accepted    the  des- 
'  patch    of    September     22nd     as  a 
!  declaration  on  the  part  of  the  Hon»e 
Government  that  war  was  certain.  And 
I  The  Times  correspondent  on  that  day 
declared  that  "the  movement  of  troops 
to  Glencoe  gave  to  the  war  party  in 
Pretoria  the  excuse  they  were  looking  for 
and  decided  the  balance  in  favour  of  war." 
Well,  there  may  have  been  a  war  party  in 
I  Pretoria;  bnt  from  all  m}'  reading  of  this 
I  transaction  I  am  con\inced  that  neither 
I  President  Kmger  nor  hia  advisers  belonge<l 
'  to  the  war  party.    I  am  certain  that  there 
I  was  a  war  party  nearer  home.  That 
'  movement  of  troops  was  intended  by  those 
who  pulled  the  strings  to  force  the  hands  of 
I  the  Boers.    If  there  were  any  doulit  as  to 
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the  existence  of  this  war  party  in  Pretoria 
I  would  just  quote  from  a  private  con- 
versation between  Mr.  Smutz  and  Mr. 
Conyngham  Greene — 

"Wlien  we  parted  he  (Mr.  Greeae)  enter- 
tained a  fltrong  hope  tliat  a  Retttement  would 
be  arrived  at  on  the  proposed  lia^is,  and  strict 
aecrecywau alone  necesBarv',  as  the  i»arty  would 
be  a^,inst  a  settlement  if  they  came  to  hear 

And  they  did  come  to  hear  of  it.  That 
•conversation  took  place  a  fortnight  before 
the  troops  were  moved  to  Glencoe,  and 
they  immediately  took  steps  to  frustrate 
a  possible  settlement.  If  it  had  not  been 
for  the  position  of  Sir  William  Butler  I 
would  not  enter  into  this  question  at  such 
length.  This  is  a  shameful  war  and  the  con- 
ecience  of  all  civilised  mankind  is  against  it ; 
and  although  it  is  considei'ed  on  that 
Bench  to  be  fashionable  to  speak  with 
contempt  of  the  opinion  of  Europe,  they 
will  find  in  the  long  run  that  it  is  an  ex- 
pensive position  to  occupy.  They  wilf 
find  when  the  opinion  of  Kurope  is  unani- 
mous in  a  matter  of  tliis  kind  the  issue 
may  be  serious.  Already  England  has 
suffered  defeats  and  disasters  gi-eater  than 
any  in  her  history  since  the  revolt  of  the 
American  colonies.  The  military  prestige 
of  England  is  irretrie\"ably  ruined. 
{Laughter.]  You  laugh  at  that  sentiment. 
Vou  laugh  at  the  opinion  of  military 
experts ;  but  I  say  it  Mill  take  yon  two 
generations  to  recover  your  military  pres- 
tige. When  I  heard  the  Colonial  Secretary 
describe  the  military  preparations,  aiid 
that  you  were  putting  200,000  men  into 
the  field  to  conquer  what  you  put  at 
the  outside  as  50,000  farmers,  I  think  it 
is  a  pretty  condition  of  things  that  you 
have  brought  England  to,  for  you  are 
pablishiiig  to  the  world  that  it  takes  four 
Englishmen  to  meet  one  Boer.  The  inter- 
national position  of  England  is  worse  and 
lower  than  it  has  been  at  any  time 
J^hroughout  the  century.  You  watch  now 
without  a  word  of  protest  while  Kussia 
calmly  absorbs  Persia,  a  state  of  things 
which  last  year  would  have  been  re- 
jgarded  as  a  national  crisis.  Suppose 
jifter  enormous  sacrifices  you  bring 
this  war  to  a  successful  issue — 
and  I  have  no  doubt  it  will  be  possible 
ior  you  to  do  so— suppose  you  break 
•down  the  resistance  of  this  small  people, 
nrhere  will  you  be  then  ?  You  will  have  to 
maintain  anenormousaimy  inthat  country 
for  a  long  period.  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary says  this  war  will  produce  peace. 


and  love,  and  mutual  respect ;  but  in  the 
meantime  we  are  realising,  by  the  many 
desolate  homes  in  England,  that  it  is 
going  to  be  a  very  expensive  luxury.  You 
are  trying  to  trample  these  people  down 
and  to  deprive  them  of  that  liberty  which 
they  have  won  through  two  generations 
of  blood  and  tears,  and  which  they  prize 
more  highly  than  life  itself.  I  would 
remind  you  of  examples  in  the  histoiy  of 
the  world  where  small  peoples  nave 
brought  great  empires  into  difficulties 
which  have  influence<l  the  whole  tide  of 
their  future,  and  animated  by  some  lofty 
impnlse,  it  has  served  to  inspire  them, 
and  the  generations  which  have  come  after 
them ;  and  I  tell  you  now,  as  I  believe  it 
firaily,  that  it  is  l^eyond  the  power  of 
this  great  and  mighty  Empire  to  deprive 
these  people  of  their  liberty,  because  by 
the  splendid  stand  they  have  made  they 
haveasserted  a  claim  to  liberty  and  freedom 
which  no  amount  of  brute  strength  will 
e\'er  crush.  You  may  trample  them 
down  hy  your  innumerable  hosts ;  but 
the  conscience  of  mankind  will  be  against 
you.  These  people  will  rise  and  rise 
again,  and  my  conviction  is  that  even  if 
you  conquer  the  Transvaal  the  ultimate 
result  will  be  the  loss  of  South  Africa  to 
England. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY  (Cornwall,  Bodmin) : 
Xo  one  who  heard  the  speech  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary  this  evening  could 
have  helped  admiring  its  force,  its  ability, 
and  its  eflectiveness.  Never,  I  think,  has 
he  addressed  this  House  with  such  energy; 
never  has  he  displayed  such  debating 
power.  And  it  is  no  wonder,  Mr. 
Speaker,  that  he  should  be  moved  to  a 
great  effort  on  this  occasion.  He  had  to 
vindicate  the  nation ;  he  had  to  \'indicate 
I  the  Government ;  and,  above  all,  he  had 
to  vindicate  himself.  He  expressed  in 
eloquent  terms  the  sense  of  responsibility 
that  is  upon  him,  and  no  one  who  hsM 
any  human  sympathjr  can  deny  some 
fellow-feeling  in  reflecting  wh&t  a  burden 
now  lies  upon  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
Be  it  for  glory  or  for  condemnation  this 
is  his  war.  It  may  be,  as  he  says,  that  it 
was  inevitable.  I  shall  deal  with  that 
presently.  I  do  not  believe  it.  Putting 
aside  the  statement  and  looking  upon  this 
as  a  matter  of  statesmanship,  which  mi^ht 
i  be  dealt  with  as  any  other  question 
■  arising  in  the  course  of  our  history,  I  ask 
'  hon.  Members  to  consider  can<fidl^  for 
'  themselves  whether,  in  their  own  minds, 

Fifih  Day, 
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they  do  not  confess  that  if  any  other 
member  of  the  Cabinet  than  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  had  been  at  the  Colonial 
Office,  there  would  have  been  no  war. 
We  had  a  Consen'ative  Ministry  in 
power  from  1885  to  1892,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  months  in  1886,  and  the 
Colonial  Minister  of  those  years  main- 
tained peace  in  South  Africa.  There  was 
no  peril  of  war  pending  then.  It  may 
have  been  a  mistake  on  the  then  Colonial 
Secretary's  part  not  to  accept  the  in- 
evitable ;  but  he  at  all  events  staved  off 
the  evil  hour  which  the  present  occupier 
of  the  Colonial  Office  has  chosen  to  accept. 
I  am  not  saying  it  is  his  fault,  or  that 
history  will  record  it  to  his  condemnation. 
But  the  responsibilityfor good  or  evil — for 
the  present  war,  rests  upon  himself.  The 
right  hoQ.  Gentleman  takes  comfort  in  tlie 
reflection  that  at  the  present  time  he  is 
supported  hy  the  mass  of  the  nation.  I 
do  not  question  the  accuracy  of  that 
statement.  Most  sorrowfully  I  admit 
it  to  be  true.  But  is  that  any  final 
criterion  of  judgment  1  Lord  North 
was  supported  by  the  mass  of  the 
nation,  but  what  clo  "we  think  of  Lord 
Xorth  now  ?  To  come  down  to  our  own 
time  the  Crimean  War  was  also  supported 
by  the  mass  of  the  nation.  Prominent 
members  of  Parliament  who  opposed  that 
war  lost  their  seats  in  consequence,  and 
were  exposed  not  infrequently  to  personal 
insult.  I  believe  Mr.  Bright's  effigy  was 
burned  in  Lancashire  for  his  opposition 
to  the  national  will,  and  3"et  the  present 
I'rime  ilinistcr  has  told  us  that  the 
nation  then  put  its  money  on  the  wrong 
horse.  That  the  nation  supports  the 
Govemmentat  this  moment  may  beagreat 
comfort  to  the  Colonial  Secretary,  but  the 
fact  offers  no  abiding  security.  That 
glor^  may  pas.s  awa^-  as  many  similar 
glones  have  passed  away,  and  the  states- 
man who  is  idolised  by  his  generation 
may  be  regarded  by  subsequent  genera- 
tions as  a  man  who  made  a  colossal 
mistake  an<l  exposed  his  eunntry  to  a 
colossal  misfortune.  The  right  hon. 
(Jentleman  *iid  that  the  war  was  an  in- 
evitable war,  and  he  seemed  to  hint  that 
some  of  his  predeec-wors  had  been  weak 
in  attempting  to  postimne  the  calamity. 
Boer  and  Briton  exist  side  by  side  in 
South  Africa.  In  no  other  way  than  by 
war  could  the  difficulty  l>c  solved  which 
should  be  uppermost.  Other  suggestions 
have  been  tried,  no  iloubt,  from  time  to 
time ;  other  policies  have  been  adopted 


\  by    other    Ministers.      The  C<^oaiaI 
;  Secretary  said  they  had  failed^  as  tfaey 
'  were  sure  to  fail.    This  necessity  of  a 
contest,  of  a  bloody  contest  of  war,  aroie 
I  as  the  only  way  of  solving  the  questioo 
I  which  should  be  supreme.     I  do  not 
f  recognise  the  necessity  of  either  bein^ 
'  supreme.    Then,  it  is  said,  the  policy  of 
magnanimity  failed.  Magnanimity  '.  The 
A  ery  word  betrays  an  underlying  fault 
The  Boer,  I  am  told  b}'  those  who  know 
him  best,  teaches  us  this  lesson.  Treat 
him  as  a  friend  and  an  equal,  and  he 
will  be  staunch  and  true  to  you  iu  all  the 
relations  of  life.   But  let  him  suspect  that 
you  arc  endeavouring  to  be  hia  superiw, 
let  the  knowledge  of   your  intended 
mastery  be  made  manifest  in  your  action 
and  you  will  find  him  not  the  friend  yoa 
mi^ht  have  made  him,  nor  the  servant 
'  or  mferior  you  wished  him  to  be.  That 
'  is  the  case  here.    But  as  to  this  policy  of 
I  magnanimity,  Mr.  Speaker.    Let  us  clear 
I  our  minds  of  cant.    Hon.  Members  think 
j  it  is  our  noble  action  after  Majaba. 
["  GUidstone  1 "]    Oh,  I  am  not  going 
to    let    Mr.    Gladstone,     any  mor. 
'  than    the    Colonial    Secretary,  alonea 
I  We  took  away  self  government  from 
;  the  Transvaal  in  1877.    The  Transvaal 
I  remonstrated,  and  their  wrongs  were 
I  taken  up  in  England  by  the  Liberal  party. 
I  Mr.  Gladstone  went  down  to  Midlotliiui 
j  and  denoimced  the  occupation  of  the 
!  Transvaal.    He  said  in  words  which  must 
be  weighed  to  l>e  realised  and  understood, 
'.  that  "  if  the  Transvaal  was  as  valuable  as 
I  it  was  valueless  ho  would  have  nothing  to 
i  do  with  it."    I  could  not,  if  I  woold, 
I  search  all  the  speeches  of  the  ColtHiial 
Secretary,  but  I  suspect  that  thosn  who 
take  the  trouble  will  find  that  in  tha 
speeches,  before  1880,  he  denounced  in 
the  same  way  the  seizure  of  the  Trans- 
vaal.   What  happened  2    The  Liberal 
party  came  into  office  in  the  sprint  of 
1880,  and  the  Boers  looked  for  the  redreas 
of  this  wrong  they  had  sufi'ered.  They 
got  no  redress,  and  in  December  the  BoerJ 
I  rose  in  arms.  Then  it  was  that  this  policy 
I  of  magnanimity  prevailed  and  the  Trans- 
vaal was  restored.    What  is  the  magnani- 
I  mity  of  restoring  that  which  has  been 
I  stolen*  which  was  not  restored  on  grotmds 
,  of  justice,  bat  only  after  we  get  a  knock  on 
I  the  head  1   There  is  no  ma^animity  in 
it.    The  Colonial  Secretar>*  said  that  the 
policy  of  magnanimity  had  failed.  If 
there  was  no  magnanimity  in  it  the 
policy  of  magnanimity  could  not  have 
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failed.  But  even  in  the  end  when 
the  Government  did  make  restitution 
they  did  not  restore  exactly  what 
they  took  awapr.  They  put  qualifications 
in  we  restitution  which  the  Boers  at  the 
time  protested  against,  and  said  they 
would  never  sit  down  (juietly  under ; 
and  they  attempted  from  that  time  down- 
wards to  recover  the  position  they 
held  before  the  seizure  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  to  Iks  put  back  in  the 
same  position  as  the  Orange  Free  State. 
Incomplete  and  tardy,  as  it  was,  the 
policy  which  was  carried  out  in  the  refeti- 

Sitaon  of  the  Transvaal  had  not  failed, 
a  the  one  side  there  had  l>een  resent- 
ment^ and  on  the  other  aide  presumption. 
These  feelings  sun'ived  amongst  some  in 
South  Africa,  but  they  were  never 
shared  by  responsible  men  in  authority. 
One  of  the  last  declarations  made  by 
Mr.  Kruger  last  summer  with  reference 
to  this  act  of  Mr.  Gladstone  in  re- 
storing the  Trans\aal  was  a  recognition 
of  the  admirable,  statesmanlike,  Christian 
spirit  ^ironical  laughter]  which  was 
shown  in  restoring  the  Ti-ansvaal,  when 
the  English  Government  had  it  in  its 

r>wer  to  withhold  it  by  force  of  arms, 
noticed  that  an  hon.  Member  laughed 
when  I  suggested  that  Paid  Kruger  had 
spoken  of  this  restitution  as  an  illustra- 
tion of  Christian  spirit.  Is  it  the  feeling 
that  Paul  Kruger  is  nothing  but  a  canting 
hypocrite.    [*'  No,  No  ! "] 

•Captain  PHILLPOTTS:  I  Uughed 
liecaoae  I  thought  it  was  very  ridiculous 
to  suppose  that  aI]'.  Kruger  ever  imagined 
that  the  Transvaivl  vraa  given  baok  from 
any  Christian  moti\'e. 

*Me.  COURTNEV:  It  is  not  worth 
while  pursmng  the  discussion  on  that 
point ;  but  what  can  be  ridiculous  in  sup- 
posing that  an  act  of  Mr.  Gladstone  was 
animated  by  Christian  spirit?  Well,  I 
wiis  saying  when  this  diversion  took 
place  that  the  i-entitution  of  the  Trans- 
vaal did  not  fail ;  because  for  years  the 
Transvaal  went  on  without  causing  us 
any  real  rlisturbancc  ;  and  as  far  as  these 
vital  elements  of  conflict  upon  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  dwelt  are  concemed, 
be  it  observed  they  are  not  confined  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Tninsvaal  State. 
They  are  between  the  Boers  and  the 
British,  and  not  the  Boei-s  of  the  South 
African  Republic  alone.  They  extend 
to  the  Boers  in  the  Free  State,  Capo 


Colony,  and  Natal,  as  well  as  to  the 
Boers  in  the  Transvaal.  I  say  that  the 
whole  history  of  the  movement  is  foreign 
to  the  suj^estion  that  Uiere  was  an^ 
diversity  ^  races  such  as  to  make  it 
inevitable  that  a  war  between  the  two- 
peoples  should  ensue.  Look  at  the  facts 
upon  which  he  relies  to  prove  his  theory. 
The  Colonial  Secretary  has  cited  the 
incursion  of  the  Boers  from  the  north 
which  had  to  be  repelled  by  Sir  Charles 
Warren.  But  did  the  action  on  the  part 
of  the  British  Government  excite  any 
resentment  on  the  part  of  the  Dutch  in 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal  or  on  the  part  of 
the  Free  State? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes,  cer- 
tainly. 

*Mk.  C0URTNT:Y  :  I  should  Uke  to- 

see  the  evidence  of  it. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  As  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  appeals  to  me,  I 
am  obliged  to  inform  him  as  to  the  his- 
torical met.  It  is  the  fact  that  there  was 
a  serious  agitation  in  the  colon;^^,  and  Sir 
John  Brand,  who  was  at  that  time  Presi- 
dent of  the  Orange  Free  State,  informed 
Her  Majesty's  wvemment  that,  if  the 
operations  proceeded,  there  would  bo  the 
greatest  difficulty  iu  restraining  the 
Orange  Free  State. 

•MR.  COURTNEl':  Sir  John  Brand 
was  President  of  the  Free  State,  and  that 
is  why  he  acted  in  the  way  he  did,  and 
showed  that  there  n-as  no  irreconcilable 
feud.    Well,  now,  I  pass  to  the  next 
point.    The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has. 
quoted  the  question  of  the  drifts  as- 
another  evidence  of  that  irreconcilable 
I  feud.   But  in  that  question  the  Dutch 
!  Ministry  at  the  Cane  was  on  the  English 
I  side  ;  and  so  was  the  Free  State.  They 
;  were  both  on  our  side,  and  the  influence 
of  both  brought  about  a  peaceful  settle- 
ment of  that  dispute.    I  do  not  want  to 

fo  through  the  painful  history  in  detail, 
ut  who  can  deny  that  at  all  events  the 
recent  negotiations  presented  again  and 
again  opportunities  of  peace  incompatible 
with  the  notion  of  a  war,  which  might  be 
postponed,  but  could  not  bo  averted. 
Throughout  the  summer  the  Cape  Minis- 
try, Mr.  Steyn,  Mr.  Fischer,  and  Mr.- 
Hofmeyr  did  their  best  to  maintain  pnace, 
and  I  will  go  further  and  assert  that  Paul 
Kruger  himself  did  his  best  to  maintaim 
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peace.  The  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  ]  cannot  be  reconciled,  that  there  is  a 
South  Shields,  in  that  ingenious  speech  the  ;  struggle  !>etween  the  two  races  which 
other  day,  argued  that  President  Kniger  ^vas  bound  to  end  in  war,  I  sav  that  war 
could  not  have  meant  to  make  any  conccs- 1  has  been  precipitated  througli  the  mis- 
asion,  because  he  had  told  his  provincial  carriage  of  diplomacy  in  the  Colonial 

Office.  It  is  upon  that  that  the  fatal  issue 
of  war  has  arisen.  Those  who  have  come 
to  that  conclusion  are  bound  to  proclaim 
this  truth.  Though  they  may  be  in  a 
minority  in  the  House  and  in  the  country', 
this  proves  nothing  as  to  what  the  opinion 
of  the  future  will  be.  And  whether  in  a 
minority  large  or  small,  those  who  have 
this  conviction  deep  within  their  hearts  aa 


burghers  that  he  would  not  give  up  the 
control  of  the  State  to  foreigners.  If  the 
effect  of  the  changes  which  statesmen 
inaugurated  were  to  be  judged  by  their 
statements  to  some  of  their  supporters 
before  the  changes  were  made,  what  was 
to  be  said  of  Mr.  Disraeli  and  the  Fran- 
-chise  Act  of  1867  %  Before  his  Bill  had 
made  any  progress  Mr.  Disraeli  and  the   

late  last  Lord  Derby  made  declarations  j  to  the  origin  of  the  war— who  recognise 


exactly  similar  in  spirit  to  that  quoted 
by  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
South  Shields.  But  Mr.  Disraeli  and 
Lord  Derby  were  statesmen  whose  action 
was  shaped  and  moulded  in  relation  to 
the  forces  with  which  they  had  to  deal, 
and,  before  they  had  gone  far,  they  had  so 
far  departed  from  their  original  statements 
that  Lord  Salisbury  seceded  from  the 
Government  and  moved  entirely  away. 


the  awful  destruction  of  life  and  property, 
international  peace,  and  the  terrible  future 
that  is  before  them  in  South  Africa — 
cannot  remain  silent  under  that 
conviction.  It  is  our  bounden  duty 
to  endeavour  to  convert  the  country 
to  our  new  of  the  war.  In  one 
thing  I  do  agree  with  the  Colonial 
Secretary,  who  said— and  I  think  that  it 
was  very  significant — that  he  beHeved  the 


I^ul  Kri^r  is  a  statesman,  and  whatever  :  majority  of  the  Liberal  Memlwrs  opposite 
he  may  have  said  beforehand,  he  found  ;  held  this  war  to  1ms  unnecessary  and, 
himself  constrained  to  agree  to  a  seven  I  therefore,  unjust.  I  agree  with  the 
years  franchise,  and  the  Act  was  passed  j  Colonial  Secretary  in  thinking  that  that 
jind  is  now  the  Law.  And  when  i  is  the  view  of  the  majority  of  the 
we  are  told  that  this  war  was  inevitable,  *  Liberal  Members  ;  and  I  believe,  when  the 
I  ask  how  the  Colonial  Secretary  can  re- 1  time  comes  for  testing  the  question,  it  will 


«oncile  it  with  the  Act  that  was  passed  in 
which  he  himself  saw  a  basis  for  further 
action,  and  in  reference  to  which  he  pro- 
posed a  commission  of  inquiry.  The 
failure  of  that  Act  as  a  settlement  cannot 


be  foimd  that  the  majority  of  the  electors 
also  hold  that  view.  Holding  this  o{unioii 
I  am  not  enamoured  of  the  present 
Amendment.  I  think  the  Liberal  party 
have  not  done  themselves  any  good  in  the 


bo  charged  against  Paul  Kruger,  and  i  course  which  they  have  taken  in  adopting 
•cannot  be  charged  against  the  Transvaal  '  it.  They  have  weakened  their  own  posi- 
Govemment,  but  is  due  to  the  abrupt  ter-  tion  in  order  to  co-operate  with  a  minority 


mi  nation  of  the  negotiations  by  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  And  again,  in  respect  to  the 
five  years,  what  is  the  mystery  of  the 
acceptance  which  was  no  acceptance  %  The 
hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo  has  spoken  of 


holding  views  absolutely  opposed  to  their 
own.  We  have  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
Berwick  Division  holding  that  the  war 
was  most  necessary,  when  the  majority  of 
the  Liberal  party  held  the  view  that  the 


a  sinister  influence  being  at  work  to  pre-  war  was  unnecessary  and  unjust.  Yet 
vent  the  negotiations  begun  being  success- '  they  have  joined  together,  with  the  result 
fuUy  carried  through.  However  that  may    •      '        '   '-  «  »  .  i  .  i 

be,  I  do  remember  that  when  the  negotia- 
tions broke  down,  and  the  opportunity 
for  peace  was  lost.  The  Times  newspaper 
rejoiced  that  the  peril  of  peace  had  passed 
aWay.  That  was  the  view  of  the  organ 
which  on  this  subject  represents  public 
opinion.  I  do  not  deny  it.  That  was  the 
jivowed  opinion  of  The  Times.  ("No.") 
There  is  no  use  denying  it ;  the  file  of 
the  paper  is  in  the  library.  So  far  from 
■acceptmg  the  theory  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary  that  there  ts  a  feud  which 


that  the  majority  are  really  held  back  by 
a  minority.  But  it  may  be  said  tlutt 
thfs  is  a  domestic  matter,  and  I  admit  tiiat 
it  might  lie  said  that  these  criticisms  erf 
mine  should  be  re-sented  as  impertinent. 
But  it  is  the  view  which  I  hold,  and 
it  touches  upon  the  vital  ({uestion  to 
which  I  have  devoted  myself — the  car- 
dinal proposition  that  the  war  i* 
unnecessary.  By  speeches  in  the 
House  and  out  of  it,  and  by  writing:^ 
we  should  try  to  bring  home  (o 
the  people  the  conviction,  w^hich  I  am  stiro 


Jfr.  Gamine^. 
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in  the  long  raii  will  pixj^ail,  that  this 
war  is  an  unnecessary  calamity.     It  is 
bad  enough  to  have  to  realise  the  evil  as 
it  is,  but  what  is  that  which  is  going  to 
follow  t    Vi'e  are  in  a  dreadful  position — 
a  position  which  the  Piime  Minister  | 
ffltoke  of  as  one  of  huuiiliatioii.    We  have 
the  spectacle  of  Bi-itain's  military  arm  [ 
l>eiDg  used  not  only  for  an  unnecessary  j 
and  therefore  also,  as  the  Colonial  Score- 1 
tary  would  say,  an  unjust  war,  Imt  being  i 
used  to  such  little  effect  that  the  reputUr ' 
tion,  force,  and  value  of  the  militarj'  arm  I 
is,   for  a   time    at    least,   diminished.  ! 
*'  Then,"   the   Colonial   Secretsiry  said. 
"  you  are  in  favour  of  stopping  the  war 
at  once."    I  am  in  favour  of  seizing  the 
first  opportunity  of  stopping  the  war  upon 
a  secure  basis,  but  I  i-ecognise  what  the 
Colonial  Secretary  a^^iarontly  refiured  to  ! 
recognise,  that  there  are  many  elements  J 
in  the  bringing  alwut  of  war.    Although  ■ 
I  think  this  war  is  unnecessary,  although  t 
I  think  the  responsibility  is  upon  my  right ! 
hoii.  friend,  and  that  it  is  to  be  attributed  ' 
to  his  diplomacy,  not  even  that  diplomacy  ' 
could  have  brought  it  about  without  some  I 
contributory  elements  on  the  other  side. 
The  position  of  the  enemy  in  our  colony 
is,  of  course,  one  which  must  be  repelled ; 
but  let  this  be  done  and  then  the  first 
care  of  those  who  are  convinced  that  the 
war  is  unneceasaiy  roust  1>e  directed  in 
action,  as  it  is  now  in  thought  to  the 
methods  by  which  peace  could  be  re- 
established.  I  do  not  accuse  the  Govern- 
ment    or    the     Colonial  Secretary 
of    having    brought    abottt    this  war 
for  the  love  of  war.    Far  from  it  The 
great  reason  for  the  military  mess  into 
which  we  have  got  is  that  they  never 
expected  war.     They  thought  a  mere 
show    of    force    would    be  sufficient. 
They  were  betrayed  into  the  mistake 
because  the  Colonial  Secretary  especially 
had  taken  as  his  authority — Sir  Alfred 
Milner  had  helped  to  confirm  him — the 
opinions  of  Mr.  Rhodes  as  the  man  best 
acquiuiited  with  the  conditions  of  life  in 
South  Africa.    Mr.  Khodes's  want  of 
knowledge  of  South  Africa  is  strange 
after  so  many  years  of  residence  there. 

Mb.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  state- 
ment which  my  right  hon.  friend  makes 
has  been  made  again  and  again  and  has 
been  again  and  again  contradicted.  Since 
the  time  of-the  raid  I  have  had  no  com- 
mnnication  n*ith  Mr.  Rhodes  in  reference 


to  political  affairs  in  South  Africa,, 
either  directly  or  indirectly. 

*Mr.  COURTNEY ;  I  have  not  the 
least  hesitation  in  accepting  that  state- 
ment. It  does  not  affect  what  I  say.  I 
do  not  say  that  he  had  an  interview  with 
Mr.  Rhodes  and  got  his  instructions  from 
him.  I  never  dreamt  that.  I  was  saying 
that  Mr.  Rhodes,  with  all  his  knowledgo 
of  South  Africa,  showed  his  intense  ignor- 
ance of  the  character  and  the  tenacity  of 
the  Boer  in  that  raid  which  he  started. 
Mr.  Rhodes  has  again,  in  the  course  of 
this  year,  shown  his  intense  ignorance  of 
the  character  of  the  people  amongst  whom 
he  had  dwelt  by  saying  in  the  Cape 
Parliament  that  Kruger  would  climb 
down,  that  he  would  not  fight,  and  that 
the  Republic  would  be  soon  a  thing  of  the 
past.  And,  if  I  am  not  misinformed,  Mr. 
Rhodes  showed  his  ignorance  of  Boer 
character  and  action  by  being  at  Kim- 
berley  at  this  moment ;  for  he  did  not  go- 
there  to  show  how  a  millionaire  could  stand 
the  siege,  but  on  his  way  to  Bulawayo, 
which  he  thought  he  would  reach  without 
iaterruption.  No«-whatI  am  suggesting 
is  that  my  right  hon.  friend,  studying  as 
he  must,  with  the  assistance  of  Sir  Alfred 
Milner,  the  probabilities  of  the  war 
in  South  Africa  which  has  broken 
out,  was  misled  by  such  public  utter- 
ances. He  is  misled  in  the  same  way 
now.  He  believes,  fortified  by  the  same 
authority,  that  if  the  Boers  are  once 
beaten  they  will  live  afterwards  in  the 
most  quiet  and  friendly  fashion  with 
those  who  have  beaten  them.  Mr,  Rhodes 
has  made  another  public  utterance  that 
the  Boers  would  sit  down  (juietly  after 
defeat.  This  last  opinion  is,  however, 
not  what  ma}'  be  called  the  opinion  of 
the  English  party  in  South  Africa.  They 
have  shown  by  their  articles  in  the  news- 
papers and  in  the  letters  and  telegrams 
sent  home,  and  by  correspondence  m  the 
papers  that  they  do  not  believe  in  the  idea 
of  working  out  the  redemption  of  South 
Africa,  at  all  events  for  a  long  time  to 
come,  by  the  theory  of  equal  rights.  You 
can  do  either  one  thing  or  another. 
You  may  govern  the  Republics  as  Crown 
Colonies,  or  you  may  disfranchise  the 
majority  of  the  Dutch,  or  you  may  try  to 
jerrymander  the  electoral  divisions,  some- 
how or  other  the  end  must  be  secured  so 
that  the  British  section  shall  havepolitical 
predominance  over  the  Boers.  They  tell 
you  that  unless  that  is  done  there  can  be 
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no  peace.  It  is  idle  to  think  the  problem 
can  be  solved  on  the  simple  theory  of 
equal  political  rights,  because,  as  the 
Natal  newspaper  says,  short  of  exter- 
mination you  will  never  he  able  to  alter 
the  fact — for  a  long  time  to  come,  if  i 
ever — that  the  Dutch  are  more  numerous 
than  the  English  inhabitants  of  South 
Africa.  Then  you  are  landed  in  this 
propositdou,  and  this  is  the  threatened 
future  which  may  well  stimulate  those 
who  hold  the  belief  that  I  do  as  to 
the  unnecessary  character  of  this  war. 
If  you  attain  military  success,  which  you 
may  doubtless  do  if  you  are  not  inter- 
rupted, and  spend  all  your  labour  in  the 
effort,  the  end  of  it  all  will  be  the  govern- 
ment of  South  Africa  by  an  English 
garrison.  We  know  by  bitter  experience 
what  that  means.  We  know  what  it  has 
been  in  Ireland. 


Mr.  DILLON:  Why  did  you  oppose 
Home  Bule  f 

*Mr.  COURTNEY  :  For  nearly  a 
century  we  have  been  trying  to  undo  the 
e\-il  system  of  governing  Ireland  through 
an  English  garrison.  We  know  what  it 
was  in  Canada.  In  Canada  it  has  been 
given  up,  entirely  abandoned,  and  peace 
is  established.  The  attempt  to  govern 
.South  Africa  through  an  English  garrison 
Avill  mean  endless  trouble  and  endless 
ovil,  and  the  consummation  of  the  wron^ 
of  the  war  will  be  complete  if  it  precipi- 
tates the  establishment  of  such  a  system, 
from  which  I,  at  all  events,  irecoiL 

Mr.  BECKETT  (Yorkshire  N.R., 
Whitby)  :  I  wonder,  Sir,  if  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  is  quite 
satisfied  with  the  cheers  which  greeted 
him  on  rising.  He  said  perfectly  truly 
that  popular  opinion  in  England  was  on 
the  side  of  the  Ministry,  and  from 
histoiical  precedents  ho  seemed  to  imply 
that  the  omnion  of  posterity  would  be  on 
his  side.  I  venture  to  doubt  whether  the 
opinion  of  posterity  is  more  accurately  re- 
fiectedin  the  voices  of  thosewhocheered  his 
speech  than  it  is  in  view  of  the  mass  of  the 
people  of  England.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  the  champion  of  lost  causes  and 
unpopular  policies,  but  though  his 
advocacy  of  President  Kruger  is  able, 
eloquent,  and  courageous,  I  doubt  very 
much  whether  it  is  an  omen  of  the  ulti- 
mate su(»es8  of  the  cause  he  supports. 
He  has  compared  this  conAict  with  that 

Mr.  Cottrtne^. 


which  we  undertook  against  our  American 
Colonies.  But  the  two  wars  were  totally 
different.  At  that  time,  England  went  to 
war  to  compel  the  American  Colonies  to 
submit  to  a  state  which,  in  the  words  of 
Lord  Chatham,  would  have  been  a  stato 
of  servitude.  '  We  are  now  engaged  in  a 
war  to  release  our  fellow-subjects  from  a 
state  of  serv  itude.  He  further  said  that  the 
policy  of  restitution  had  not  failed,  bat  in 
an  earlier  part  of  his  'speech  he  said  witb 
perfect  truth  that  eance  that  policy  of 
restitution — he  did  not  use  the  words,  but 
since  1 884 — we  had  never  ceased  to 
have  trouble  in  South  Africa.  These 
troubles  were  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  policy  of  restitution  which  we  adopted 
in  1881.  Everybody  who  has  followed 
the  course  of  this  debate  will  see  that  all 
that  has  been  said  resolves  itself  into  two 
charges  against  the  Government.  One 
charge  is  that  they  made  a  war  which 
might  have  been  avoided,  and  the  other 
is  that  they  did  not  sufficiently  prepare 
against  the  chftnce  and  possibility  of  war. 
As  to  the  first  of  those  charges,  I  think 
the  discussion  absolutely  barren  and  fruit- 
less, because  no  matter  how  much  we  may 
debate  it  it  will  always  remain  a  matter 
which  cannot  be  settled  by  argument.  It 
is  purely  a  matter  of  opinion,  and  by  this 
time  each  man  has  formed  his  opinion, 
aud  is  not  likely  to  change  it.  We  have 
to  recognise  that  it  is  now  our  duty  tu 
deal  with  things  as  they  are  and  not  with 
things  as  they  might  or  might  not  have 
been.  As  to  the  war  being  inevitable,  I 
do  not  suppose  that  anyone  would  say 
that  either  President  Kruger  or  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  in  his  most  Iiellicoee 
mood,  would  look  upon  war  except  as  » 
means  to  an  end,  and  would  not  if  ho 
could  gladly  secure  that  end  without 
resorting  to  the  force  of  arms.  Two 
facts  anse  unmistakeably  out  of  the  mass 
of  argument  and  assertion  which  has  this 
matter  for  its  subject-ground,  the  first 
Ijeing  that  the  Bloemfontein  Conference 
was  hailed  with  acclaim  by  all  parties,  and 
the  second  that  at  that  Conference  the 
negotiations  were  set  on  foot  which 
ultimately  resulted  in  war.  From  those 
two  facts  we  draw  three  conclusions. 
The  first  is  that  the  differences 
between  the  British  and  the  Boer 
Governments  had  arrived  at  so  critical  a 
stage  that  it  was  the  general  opinion  that 
some  extraordinary  means  of  dealing  with 
them  should  be  devised.  The  second  is 
that  everybody  hoped  and  many  expected 
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thtt  hy  this  means  a  peaceful  settlement '  the  Treasury  were  present    I  would 
would  be  arrived  at.    The  third  is  that  earnestly  entreat  him  to  remember  that 
aa  a  peaceful  settlement  was  not  arri\'ed  ■  if,  as  he  told  us  the  other  !iight,  he  takes 
at  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude  that  there  no  interest  in  his  speeches  himself,  the 
was,  underlying  the  differences  of  opinion,  ,  country  does,  and  at  such  a  crisis  as  the 
a  principle  which  both  sides  Iwjlieved  present  it  looks  to  him  for  light  and 
%hey   could    not    concede  with  either  guidance  and  counsel  and  encouragement, 
faooonr  or  safety.    These  negotiations   nliatever  the  Government  may  have  said, 
failed.    They  failed,  and  we  are  at  war  i  they  undoubtedly  did  the  right  thing, 
because  we  demanded  equal  rights  and  !  They  scrupulously  followed  the  advice  of 
fair  treatment  and  just  government  for  their  military  advisers,  and  left  their 
firitish  subjects  in  the  Transvaal.    The  |  genenUs  an  absolutely  free  band  in  the 
Boen  are  at  war  because  they  believed  |  field.     Even    as    regaids    this    "  un- 
they  could  not  ^rant  these  things  without ;  happy   entanglement      at  Ladysmith, 
forfeiting  their  indepisndenoe.  If  they  are  i  from  which   all    our   difficulties  and 
justified  we  are  justified,  because  each  of  j  troubles  have  sprung,  what  is  the  position 
OS  believed  we  had  in  viewan  end  that  was  of  the  Government '?   A  most  able  and 
righteous  and  just  in  itself,  and  of  supreme  '  competent   geneml  said  that  to  hold 
and  vital  importance  to  our  continued  \  Laing's  Nek,  not  Ladysmith  alone,  and 
existence  in  the  positions  we  respectively  the  whole  of  the  country  safe  from  in- 
occupied,  the  one  as  an  independent  State  vasion,  we  should  require  an  addition  to 
and  the  other  as  a  paramount  Power,  the  present  strength  of  troops  of  a  total 
The  more  pressing  question  is  this.    Is  it  of  about  5,600  men.    The  Government 
true  that  the  Government  did  not  make  sent  not  only  5,600,  but  double  that 
sufficient    preparations  a^nst  a  war  I  number,  and  therefore  they  might  reason- 
which  seemed  the  possible  if  not  the  pro- 1  ably  conclude  that  the  country  was  safe 
faable  outcome  of  the  negotiations  upon  |  from  invasion.    Neither  the  Government 
which  they  were  engaged  1   What  is  the  !  of  Natal  nor  the  Prime  Minister  of  Natal 
duty  of  a  Government  engagal  in  nego-  ever   expressed    the   opinion   that  Sir 
tions  which  are  not  unlikely  to  end  in  William  Symons's  estimate  was  below  the 
war  ?    They  call  for  their  military  ad-  mark.    As  it  turned  out  the  estimate  was 
visers  ;   they  ask  them  to  prepare  a  j  ludicrously  wrong,  but  surely  the  Govern- 
plan    of   campaign ;    they   ask    them  i  ment  are  not  to  blame  for  that. '  What 
to    decide    the    number,    equipment  •  more  could  they  do  than  take  the  opinion 
and    disposition    of    the    forces,    so  i  and  advice  of  the  most  competent  men 
that  if  war  should  break  out  it  would  not ;  they  could  find — -the  men  actually  on  the 
find  them  unpreiMred.    A  further  duty  '  spot  t   If  we  leave  the  question  of  Lady- 
of  the  Government  is  to  place  all  the  .  smith  and  refer  to  the  total  niuiber  of 
resources  of  the  coimtty  at  the  disposal  ,  forces  in  South  Africa,  the  Government 
of  the  generals,  and  to  take  every  means  are  not  on  such  firm  ground.    We  know 
in  their  power  to  assist  the  operations  in  that  the  Intelligence  Department  advised 
the  field.    In  these  important,  essential,  I  that  the  two  Republics  could  put  into  the 
and  vital  matters  can  anyone  say  that  the  |  field  a  total  force  of  59,000  men.  We 
Government  have  been  guilty  of  any  de-  had  therefore  to  deal  with  an  army  of 
linquency  ?    It  is  true  that  when  things  j  59,000  men,  and  there  was  always  the 
went  wrong  they  began  with  one  accord  i  chance,  which  I  am  afraid  the  Govern- 
to  make  excuses,  and  that  was  the  time  !  ment  did  not  sutfictently  take  into  accoant, 
when  they  made  their  mistakes,  because  !  of  a  Dutch  rising  in  Cape  Colony.  Here 
it  was  their  excuses  that  made  a  vote  of  { I  catmot  help  asking  hon.  Members  to 
censure  possible  and   ravvided   their  ;  contrast  the  attitude  of  Mr.  Rhodes,  i.he 
enemies  with  the  means  for  an  effective  ;  Impraialist,  with  that  of  Mr.  Schreiner, 
attack.   Until  the  eloquent  and  notable  |  the  Afrikimder,  who  strove  to  preserve 
qieech  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  !  peace  by  correcting  misrepresentation, 
for  War  the  country  was  not  aware  of  j  and  who,  since  the  outbreak  of  war, 
the  strong  case  that  could  be  presented  I  has  used    all    his    influence    to  miti- 
on  behalf  of  the  Government.    What  is  !  gate  the  hostility  of  the  Cape  Dutch 
more,  some  Ministers  treated  this  ques- }  and  to  prevent  their  joining  their  forces 
tion,  of  the  greatest  possible  importance,  ,  to  those  of  their  brethren  in  the  Transvaal, 
with  a  calm  indifference  that  shocked  and  That    conduct    on    the  part  of  Mr. 
offended  the  country.  If  the  First  Lord  of  j  Schreiner  seems  to  me  to  be  the  true 
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Impo-ialisni,  and  worthy  o!  the  gratitude  | 
of  this  conntr}^    I  am  afraid  that  some- 
timea  the  Kiiglish  people  are  too  apt  to  be 
guided  by  the  opinion  of  Mr.  ilhodes  on  ; 
South  African  affairs.    That  gentleman  j 
has,  more  than  once,  shown  himself  to  >«  j 
profoundly  wrong.    I  do  not  wish  to  say 
much  about  the  raid  now.    I  will  simply  | 
say  that  had  it  not  been  for  Mr.  Rhodes  | 
there  would  have  been  no  raid.    I  ^vill ; 
not  say  that  but  for  the  raid  there  woiUd  \ 
have  been  no  war,  but  I  do  say  that  that ' 
stupendous  folly  has  certainly  been  one 
of  the  chief  sulisidiary  causes  that  con- 
tributed to  the  war,  and  has  been  the 
element  which  has  told  most  against  us. 
The  British  public  would  be  well  advised 
to  pay  less  attention  to  Mr.  Rhodes  and 
not  to  be  led  captive  hy  the  tinkling 
phrases  of  his  empirical  Imperialism.  An 
army  of  59,000  men,  equipped  and  acting 
in  co-operation  in  their  own  country, 
every  advantf^  such  as  the  Boers  possess 
on  their  side,  ought  to  have  been  met  by 
a  larger  number  of  troo|e  than  a  single 
army  corps,  unless,  indeed,  the  Govern- 
ment were  under  the  delusion,  shared  liy 
the  War  Office  and  the  generals,  and, 
indeed,  by  the  whole  country,  that  one 
Englishman  was  able  to  tight  successfully 
against  three  of  any  other  nation.  That 
delusion  has  not  been  borne  out ;  it  haa 
soon  been  knocked  on  the  head.  AVarfare 
is  not  like  politics ;  armies  cannot  exist 
under   banners    of    their    own  self- 
glorification.     The   banners   are  soon 
threatened  when  we  come  face  to  face 
with  stem  realities.    The  delusion  on  this 
occasion  has  not  been  evident  since  the 
war  began.    Since  the  beginning  of  Octo- 
ber the  Government  haa  never  ceased  to 
pour  reinforcements  into  South  Africa, 
until   we   are  told  that  at  the   end  of 
this  month  we  shall  have  180,000  men 
there.    It  is  said  that  these  forces  were 
sent  iu  driblets.    How  else  could  they  bo 
sent  ?    You  cannot  march  an  army  across 
the  ocean.    The  men  have  to  be  sent  in 
ships,  and  since  the  outbreak  of  war  a 
huge  fleet  of  transports  have  been  engaged 
in  steaming  between  South  Africa  and 
England.    It  may  be  that  this  is  good  as 
far  as  it  goes,  but  it  docs  not  go  far 
enough.    Why  was  not  an  army  corps 
sent  to  South  Africa  ut  the  time  of  the 
conference  1   The  Go\  ernment  have  suffi- 
ciently answered  that.    They  have  said 
that  had  we  behaved  as  if  war  was  inevi- 
table it  would  certainly  have  vitiated  the 
negotiations.    I  accept  that,  but  I  ask  this 
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question,  Why  were  not  troo^  sent  out 
long  before  the  conference  T  Because,  sa^ 
the  Government,  our  hands  were  tied  by 
the  raid.  That  is  true  as  far  as  it  goes,, 
but  it  does  not  go  far  enough.  The 
Government  could  not  object  to  any 
reasonable  increase  in  Mr.  Kruger's  arma- 
ments, but  there  was  a  time  when  the 
Government  could  have  said  to  Mr. 
Kruger,  "  You  are  now  sufficiently  aimed 
to  secure  yourself  agunst  any  repetition 
of  the  raid.  If  you  continue  to  arm  we 
shall  look  upon  it  as  a  menace  to  ourselvas, 
and  we  on  our  side  shall  strengthen 
our  forces  in  Soutii  Africa,  so  as 
to  secure  ourselves  against  any  act 
of  aggression  on  your  part."  If 
they  nad  done  that  I  think  the 
present  war  would  have  been-  avoided. 
That  is  a  legitimate  method  of  action. 
What  do  we  do  when  any  other  nation 
increases  its  fleet  t  We  do  the  same. 
\Miat  does  France  or  Germany  do  when 
the  other  increases  its  army  1  It  does 
the  same.  We  ought  to  have  acted  on 
that  principle  witn  President  Kruger 
when  we  saw  that  he  was  turning  the 
Transvaal  into  an  armed  camp,  falso 
think  that  the  Government  have  gone  too 
far  in  pretending  ignorance  of  what  was 
going  on.  I  do  not  believe  they  were 
ignorant ;  if  they  were  they  certainly 
ought  not  to  have  been.  As  a  matter  of 
fact  they  could  not  have  been  ignorant, 
because  it  is  a  fact  that'  the  most  for- 
midable item  of  armament  consists  in 
Maxim  guns,  and  Maxim's  firm  inf<mned 
the  Government  of  every  single  Maxim 

fm  despatched  by  them  to  Sout^  Afr^ 
am  afraid  the  Government  ignored  that 
information,  and  I  should  uke  to  see 
eradicated  that  tendency  to  ignore  any- 
thing that  is  at  all  disagreeable  or  un- 
pleasant.   For  instance,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  wise  to  ignore  the  present  unfriendly 
attitude  of  Europe.    I  do  not  mean  that 
we  should  throw  ourselves  into  a  state  of 
I  frantic  alarm  0[i  that  account,  but  at  the 
'  same  time  it  is  not  a  thiag  to  be  dis- 
,  missed  with  a  mere  shrug  of  the  shouldws, 
!  Wise  statesmen  at  such  a  moment  would 
I  endeavour  to  conciliate  E^iropean  opinion 
by  every  means  in  their  power ;  at  any 
rate,  they  would  carefully  avoid  anything- 
that  could  embitter  it.    I  should  like  to 
see — perhaps  we  shall  see  on  Monday — 
some  more  indication  that  the  Grovem- 
ment  arc  aware  of   the  considerable 
loss  of  prestige  wo  hare  suffared  in  this 
war.    It  is  absurd  to  say,  as  did  the 
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hon-  Member  for  Mayo,  that  that  prestige 
ia  irretrievable.  It  will  be  retrieved,  and 
before  long,  but  it  will  have  to  be 
retrieved  by  the  proper  means,  and 
certainly  it  will  be  courting  agression,  if 
not  the  destruction  of  ojr^mpire,  to 
imagine  that  we  can  ^ord  to  run  our 
Empire  with  the  same  small  army  that 
has  hitherto  sufficed.  You  may  say  what 
you  like,  you  may  skrink  from  the  word 
and  from  the  thing,  but  I  firmly  believe 
that  sooner  or  later  you  will  have  to  adopt 
some  form  of  conscription,  or  else  you 
will  have  to  diminish  your  possessions 
and  responsibilities,  ancl  play  a  smaller 
part  in  the  world.  These  are  lessons  I 
should  like  the  Government  to  take  to 
heart.  The  last  attitude  they  should 
adopt  at  a  time  like  the  present  is  an 
Attitude  of  complacency.  Whether  the 
Groveniment  are  to  blame  or  not,  there  is 
no  question  as  to  the  fact  that  the  nation 
liewails  the  loss  of  a  number  of  its 
bravest  soldiers  and  most  pi-omising 
officers.  Much  blood  has  been  spilt,  and 
money  has  been  poured-  out  like  ^vater. 
We  have  had  to  endure  reverses  which 
have  touched  our  pride.  We  shall  have 
to  endure  sacrifices  which  will  touch  our 
pocket.  But  the  nation  does  not  falter  or 
hold  back ;  it  l>egrudges  neither  men  nor 
money.  Kever  was  it  more  eager  to  do 
anytung  required  of  it,  never  more 
detemuned  to  snatch  victory  from  the 
jaws  of  defeat.  But  it  expects  one  thing 
in  return.  It  says  to  the  Government, 
"  Give  us  a  strong  lead ;  let  us  know  your 
mind ;  speak  out  boldly ;  do  not  shrink 
or  hesitate  or  hold  back :  say  what 
you  want,  you  shall  have  whatever 
you  ask."  But  '  the  nation  is  not 
in  a  mood  for  trifling.  When  an 
officer  was  asked  how  many  troops 
he  required,  he  replied  "5,000."  The 
answer  he  got  to  his  request  was,  "  Take 
12,000,  and  fail  at  your  periL"  That,  I 
feel  sure,  would  be  the  answer  of  the 
nation  to  the  Government,  no  matter  what 
the  request  might  be.  One  tremendous 
fact  that  we  cannot  get  over  is  that  we 
are  at  present  at  war,  and  it  is  our  busi- 
ness to  bring  this  war  to  a  speedy  and 
successful  conclusion.  I  cannot  see  how 
that  business,  on  which  we  all  agree,  is 
to  be  promoted  by  the  Amendment  before 
the  House.  I  am  a  student  of  the  paper 
associated  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton,  and  I  sometimoB  find  in  it 
most  excellent  advice.  The  other  week  I 
read  in  it  that  no  sensible  man  in  his  vote 
in  this  House  should  consider  the  mere 
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wording  of  a  motion ;  he  should  also 
took  at  the  consequences  which  would 
follow  the  carrying  of  the  motion. 
Those  consequences  ^vith  regard  to  this 
Amendment  have  been  dwelt  upon  ad 
imumm,  and  I  am  not  going  to  repeat 
them.  We  are  told  that  the  Opporation 
are  practically  divided,  and  would  be 
utterly  unable  to  take  up  the  task  of 
government  if  it  devolved  upon  them. 
But  I  should  like  the  Government  to 
take  higher  ground  than  that.  I  should 
like  them  to  say,  "  You  may  cavil 
against  us  as  much  as  you  will,  but  you 
have  no  monopoly  of  patriotic  feeling. 
Our  one  object  is  to  secure  a  speedy, 
honourable  and  permanent  peace,  and 
compared  to  that  object  office  is  nothing 
to  us.  It  does  not  matter  in  the  least 
whether  we  or  you  sit  on  these  benches, 
but  it  does  matter  a  great  deal  that 
we  should  bring  this  war  to  such 
a  finish  as  -mSX  consolidate-  and 
strengthen  the  Empire,  restore  peace 
and  prosperity  to  South  Africa,  and  re- 
establish our  position  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world.  If  you  will  show  that  you  have 
men  or  measures  that  can  secure  such  a 
result,  we  will  be  glad  to  accept  the  one 
or  make  mom  for  the  other,  but  if  you 
can  produce  neither  it  is  your  bounden 
duty  to  assist  us  in  carrying  out  the  task 
to  which  you  have  confessed  yourselves 
to  be  unequal."  Such  an  answer  would 
satisfy  the  country  and  would  be  some- 
what difficidt  for  the  Opposition  to  meet. 
Finally,  when  we  have  to  decide  which 
way  to  vote,  we  must  think  not  only  of 
the  war  but  of  the  peace  which  is  to 
follow.  When  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  asked  the  Op- 
position the  other  day  what  was  their 
policy,  the  reply  was,  "To  make  peace." 
There  are  gentlemen  opposite  ready 
to  make  peace  even  now,  at  this  particu- 
lar moment.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  Why 
not  ?1  We  have  tried  that  once  before, 
but  the  teaching  of  events  has  made  no 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  some 
hon.  Members ;  they  would  repeat  the 
same  old  blunders  in  the  same  old  way. 
We  have  tried  the  peace  which  these 
gentlemen  would  make,  and  the  taste  of 
it  is  exceedingly  bitter  in  our  mouths. 
This  war,  amongst  a  great  many  evils,  has 
at  least  this  good,  tlut  it  will  enable  this 
nation  to  purge  its  system  of  peace  of  that 
quality  for  ever.  We  do  want  peace,  speedy 
peace,  but  we  do  not  want  such  a  peace 
as  brings  forth  war.  We  want  a  peace 
from  which  spring  the  fruits  of  peace— 
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good  government,  order,  liberty,  and 
justice.  There  is  no  doubt  that  at  this 
present  crisis  our  interests  and  our  duty 
are  perfectly  clear.  They  both  run  on 
the  same  lines,  and  can  best  be  expressed 
in  the  words  o£  Longfellow : — 

"  Look  not  monmfally  to  the  past ; 
Cast  not  back  agaia  ; 
Go  forward  ;  meet  the  future 
Withont  fear,  and  with  a  manly  heait." 

*Skrjbant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 
As  an  Irish  Member  t  feel  it  a  duty  to  my 
countrymen  on  the  other .  side  of  the 
channel  to  state  the  grounds  on  which  I 
differ  from  some  of  my  colleagues  below 
the  gangway,  and  why!  mean  to  vote  for 
this  Amendment.  I  read  this  Amend- 
ment as  bearing  a  totally  different  con- 
struction from  that  put  upon  it  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East  Mayo. 
I  look  upon  it  as  embodying  a  censure 
upon  the  Government  for  the  want  of 
knowledge,  foresight,  and  judgment  dis- 
played in  bringing  about  this  war,  and 
after  they  had  betrayed  the  country  into 


such  a  great  necessity  for  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  in  oi^er  to  relieve  the 
poverty  and  cUstitution  of  the  masses  of 
this  country.  Such  a  war  as  this  cannot 
be  lightly  undertaken,  and  I  will  venture 
to  consider  what  excuses  have  been 
afforded  by  that  eloquent  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  Gtentleman  the  Secretary  for 
the  Colonies,  whose  war  this  has  been 
justly  stated  to  be.  The  Transvaal,  by 
the  solemn  treaty  of  1884,  was- 
made  an  independent  State,  as  indepen- 
dent as  any  other  State  in  the  world, 
with  one  simple  qualification,  namely, 
that  it  could  not  enter  into  foreign  trea,- 
ties  without  the  consent  of  the  Sovereign. 
That  treaty  involved  necessarily  that  the 
Transvaal  was,  in  all  other  respects,  inde- 
pendent and  free.  By  the  Convention  of 
1884,  on  every  principle  of  international 
law  and  justice,  we  are  'wund— and  the 
burden  also  lies  upon  the  present  Govern- 
ment and  upon  those  in  their  service — to 
justify  the  violation  of  so  solemn  a  com- 
pact as  that.  Now  what  is  the  excuse  or 
the  pretext  offered  for  such  a  violation  t 


embarking  upon  this  war  not  being  fully  |  The  object  of  the  Conference  at  Bloem- 
prepared  for  it.    I  do  not  look  u^n  this  '  fontein,  and  of  all  those  negotiations 


Amendment  as  necessarily  involving  any 
necessity  on  the  part  of  those  who  sup- 
port it  to  carry  on  the  war  to  the  bitter 
end.    That  I  regard  as  a  matter  for 
future  discussion  and  consideration,  but  I 
think  it  is  the  bounden  duty  of  every 
Member  of  this  House — who  must  indi- 
vidually partake  of  the  responsibility, 
more  or  less,  for  the  course  ti^en  in  this, 
the  most  momentous  crisis  of  the  country 
that  has  ever  occurred— to  put  on  record 
his  protest  against  the  war.    I  agree  with 
those  who  ^ve  said  that  this  war  was 
unnecessary  and  unjust,  for  it  is  im- 
worthy  of  the   greatest  Empire  that 
ever    existed    to    embark    upon  an 
expedition  for  which  there  is  no  parallel 
in  ancient  or  modem  histor}',  that  of 
sending  out  an  army  of  nearly  200,000 
men  with  all  its  equipments,  7,000  miles 
from  the  centre  of  the  Empire  in  order 
to  cope  with  two  small  insi^ificant  re- 
publics, the  population  of  which  is  not  as 


which  occupied  so  many  pages  of  the 
Blue-book,  was  mainly  to  give  a  franchise,, 
not  merely  to  the  citizens  of  the  Trans- 
vaal,  but  to  the  Uitlanders,  whether 
Irish,  English,  Grerman,  or  people  of  any  . 
other  nationality  who  had  gone  out  there 
in  order  to  work  the  mines.    This  House 
should    never    forget    the    fact  that 
Johannesburg  did  not  come  into  existence, 
and  the  mines  were  not  discovered  and 
put  into  working  order,  until  after  the 
Convention  of  1884.    The  putting  for- 
ward of  that  pretext  of  the  extension 
the  franchise  was  a  sham  and  a  pretence. 
Assuming  that  there  was  any  grievance 
in   the  Transvaal ;  according  to  inter- 
.  national  law,  a  State  has  no  right  to 
interfere  with  the  domestic  policy  of 
another   country.     What  would  this, 
country  say  if  there  was  a  great  agitation 
for  manhood    suffrage    or  any  other 
popular  measure  of  that  kind  here  at 
hornet    Would  that  justify  France  or 


It  requires  some  very  strong  reasons  and 
some  very  c<^nt  ailments  to  justify 
such  a  course  as  that,  and  a  war  involving 
such  a  loss  of  life  as  has  already  occurred 
in  every  rank  from  the  highest  to  the 
humblest,  and  an  expenditure  which  I 
should  be  sorry  to  put  at  less  than 
£100,000,000  at  a  time  when  there  is 
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large,  I  believe,  as  that  of  some  of  our  con- '  Gennany  in  going  to  war  with  England 
siderable  [vovineial  towns  in  this  kic^om.  for  not  extending  manhood  suffrage  to  all 

'the  inhabitants,  including  the  natives  of 
France  and  Germany  who  might  be  living 
in  England  %  Would  it  be  considered  ark 
ex  cusable  pretext  for  a  foreign  war  if,  when 
this  Parliament  withheld  Home  Rule  from 
Ireland,  any  of  the  European  States  were 
to  make  this  a  rasus  belli  with  England 
because  it  was  an  act  Qf-4iiiusti(»  to  deny 
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this  to  the  Irish  people  1  It  is  obvious 
that  no  grievance  such  as  the  extension 
of  the  franchise  or  the  existence  of  the 
dynamite  monopoly,  or  any  of  those 
complaints  made  by  the  English  Oovern- 
xnent,  could  constitute  a  legitimate  ctistts 
MH.  If  there  had  been  a  proper  and 
temperate  remonstrance  made  with  Presi- 
dent Kruger,  and  if  the  course  of 
diplomacy  had,  instead  of  being  of  an 
exasperating  character,  as  anybody  who 
reads  the  Blue-book  must  see  it  was 
from  the  very  first  inception— if  those 
remonstrances  had  been  couched  in  the 
ordinary  language  of  courteous  diplomacy 
I  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  President 
Kruger  would  have  conceded  every 
single  point  that  was  put  before  him  in  a 
reasonable  manner.  He  did  concede  the 
franchise  in  a  reasonable  way,  and  he 
declared  to  the  end  that  he  was  nnlling 
to  concede  the  five  years  franchise.  I  do 
not  think  gentlemen  opposite,  who  take 
the  opposite  \iew  of  the  conduct  of  the 
Transvaal  Government  in  regard  to  the 
Uitlanders,  exactly  understand  the 
question.  Of  course  the  franchise  could 
not  be  given  to  the  Uitlanders  unless  they 
liecame  subjects  of  the  Transvaal.  There 
is  no  such  instance  in  lany  country  of 
aliens  having  a  right  to  vote,  no  matter 
how  long  they  reside  in  a  place.  Presi- 
dent Kruger  was  willinii;  to  give  a  vote 
after  five  years  residence  and  good  conduct, 
and  that  period  would  have  enabled  the 
Uitlanders  to  obtain  letters  of  naturali- 
sation and  also  the  franchise.  Exactly 
the  same  law  prevails  in  this  country  and 
in  Ireland,  for  aliens  here  cannot  obtain 
letters  of  naturalisation  until  they 
have  been  resident  for  five  years  in  the 
country.  That  is  the  very  case  of  the 
Uitlanders.  Hon.  Members  opposite  talk 
of  equal  ri^ts  for  aX\  whites,  uid  they 
seem  to  thmk  that  the  moment  a  white 
man  appears  in  the  Transvaal  he  should 
have  the  franchise,  and  at  the  same  time 
remain  a  subject  of  the  British  Empire. 
They  claim  for  the  Uitlanders  all  these 
advantages  in  a  country  in  which  they 
have  no  permanent  interest,  and  from 
which  they  will  probably  emigrate  the 
moment  they  get  sufiicient  money  out  of 
the  mines  to  enable  them  to  return  home. 
Therefore,  the  idea  of  the  franchise,  in 
my  mind,  has  always  been  a  most  unfor- 
tunate pretext  to  put  forward,  as  the 
ground  for  picking  a  quarrel  with  so  quiet 
and  simple-minded  a  people  as  the  resi- 
dents of  the  South  African  Kepublic  and 
the  Orange  Free  State.   But  President 


Kruger  was  willing  to  give  the  franchise, 
and  submit  to  arbitration  any  Intimate 
differences  that  existed  between  him  and 
this  country,  and  that  state  of  things  con- 
tinued up  to  the  end  of  September. 
Consequently  the  responsibility  of  this 
war  rests  upon  the  Government.  It  does 
not  rest  upon  their  generals  or  upon  the 
Commander-in-chief,  but  it  rests  upon  the 
Cabinet,  who  are  the  trustees  for  the 
public,  and  the  trustees  for  the  safety  of 
the  Empire.  The  Cabinet  never  formu- 
lated, up  to  what  is  called  Kruger's  ulti- 
matum, what  were  the  various  demands 
they  were  making,  and  what  they  re- 
quired in  order  to  be  satisfied.  Up  to 
the  very  last  moment,  nay,  up  to  this 
hour  in  this  protracted  Delmte,  we  have 
not  yet  heard  what  demands  would 
have  satisfied  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  ISfinlster  for  the  Colonies.  There  has 
been  absolutely  no  statement  formulated 
of  the  various  demands  which  would 
have  satisfied  the  Cabinet,  and  which 
would  have  averted  this  war.  The  truth 
of  the  matter  is  they  were  determined  to 
overwhelm  President  Kruger  and  to  out- 
wit him  in  diplomacy,  and  having  failed 
in  that  they  put  him  in  such  a  position 
as  to  leave  him  no  other  alternative  but 
to  issue  an  ultimatum.  It  is  absurd  to 
say  that  the  South  African  Republic 
were  the  aggressors  in  this  war,  for  the 
negotiations  put  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment in  such  a  position  that  they  had 
only  two  courses  to  pursue — either  they 
must  remain  quietly  and  submissively 
until  the  180,000  British  troops  were  sent 
out,  or  else  take  the  course  which  they 
did,  and  that  was  to  invade  the  colony 
of  Natal.  It  is  exactly  as  if  a  burglar 
had  entered  your  house  and  was  alraut 
to  shoot  you ;  are  you  to  Wait  until  the 
burglar  shoots,  or  are  you  justified  in 
taking  such  steps  as  ^1  prevent  him 
getting  the  better  of  you  1  I  say  it  is  a 
mere  playing  with  words  to  say  that  the 
South  African  Republic  were  the  aggres- 
sors in  this  case.  It  reminds  me  of  the 
report  of  a  case  which  I  read  in  the  news- 
papers where  a  man  had  treated  his  wife 
in  such  a  manner  that  she  could  not  live 
with  him,  and  had  to  leave  the  house.  The 
man,  when  charged  with  desertion,  said  he 
did  not  desert  her,  but  she  deserted  him. 
The  judge,  however,  was  too  wise  to  accede 
to  such  a  suggestion  as  that,  and  as  the 
wife  had  been  put  in  a  position  which 
was  intolerable  to  her,  the  judge  ruled  that 
it  was  not  the  wife  who  had  deserted  thb 
husband,  but  the  husband  who  had  really 
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deserted  the  wife.  I  have  looked  over  and 
over  again  into  this  question,  and  I  can- 
not discover  what  would  have  satisfied  the 
Government  short  of  complete  submis- 
sion. Paramountcy  has  been  introduced, 
but  it  is  clear  that  there  was  no  para- 
mountcy recognised  by  the  Convention 
of  1884.  It  is  clear  tluit  the  Convention 
of  1884  made  the  Transvaal  an  indepen- 
dent state  subject  to  the  qualification 
that  they  could  not  enter  into  foreign 
treaties  without  the  sanction  of  our  sove- 
reign. I  say  that  was  the  only  difference 
between  the  status  of  this  country  and 
the  South  African  Republic,  and  in  every 
other  respect  the  Transvaal  was  a  sepa- 
rate and  independent  state.  The  least 
that  could  have  been  done  would  have 
been  to  have  put  upon  paper  in  plain  and 
simple  language  what  it  was  that  the 
Government  complained  c^.  The  fran- 
chiae  was  put  plain  enough,  but  there 
were  five  or  six  other  things  which  even 
up  to  the  9th  of  October  were  not  formu- 
lated, and  what  immediately  led  to  the 
ultimatum  was  the  statement  in  the  pre- 
vious despatch  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment announcing  that  they  were  not  just 
yet  in  a  position  to  put  on  paper  what 
the  other  demands  were  which  they 
made  against  the  South  African  Re- 
public. Therefore  it  is,  I  say'  there 
was  a  want  of  knowledge,  foresight,  and 
judgment,  if  there  was  not  something 
worse,  in  the  whole  conduct  of  the 
Government  in  their  preliminary  nego- 
tiations with  the  South  African  Republic. 
I  am  quite  satisfied  of  this,  and  although 
I  do  not  expect  any  words  of  mine,  or  of 
the  ablest  and  most  eloquent  orators  on 
this  or  the  other  side  of  the  House,  to 
alter  the  preconceived  determination  of 
Gentlemen  opposite,  I  have  not  the 
slightest  doubt  that  If  some  Cabinet 
Minister  had  gone  out  from  this  coun^  to 
the  Cape,  or  if  we  had  sent  out  some 
Commissioner  or  Ambassador  with  pleni- 
potentiary powers,  they  would  have 
settled  in  a  very  short  time  this  war,  and 
this  terrible  waste  of  life  and  treasure 
would  never  have  sullied  the  last  expiring 
year  of  the  nineteenth  century.  My  hon. 
friends  below  the  gangway  state  that  they 
do  not  agree  with  the  latter  part  of  the 
Amendment,  but  I  wish  they  would  re- 
consider their  position.  The  meaning  of 
the  words  is  that  if  the  Government  had 
made  up  their  minds  that  war  was  in- 
evitable, as  the  SecretuT  for  the  Colonies 
now  admits,  if  the  Government  knew 
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that  then  they    ought  to  have  taken 
proper  steps,  not  after  the  declaration  of 
war  but  before  it^  to  make  sure  that  it 
should  be  brought  to  a  hasty  conclusion, 
and  that  there  should  not  have  been 
this  dreadful  waste  of  life,  of  happiness, 
of  everything  that  is  dearest  and  most 
valued,   and    this    treasure,    the  loss 
of    which    will    for    ages    to  come 
rest    upon     the     people    of  Great 
Britain   and   impede  the   progress  of 
Liberal  le^slation,  the  Government  could 
have  avoided  this  war.     The  late  Lord 
Beaconsfield  and  Lord  Salisbury  went 
themselves  to  the  Berlin  Conference.  They 
did  not  consider  it  above  them  to  go  to 
Berlin,  and  they  came  back  with  what 
they  described  as  "Peace  with  honour." 
Why  could  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
or  some  of  his  colleagues  have  gone  out 
to  Pretoria  to  negotiate  with  President 
Kruger  such  terms  as  would  secure  to  the 
XJitlanders  every  right  and  privilege  to 
which  they  were  entitled,  and  then  come 
back  and  announce  to  this  Parliament 
that  they  had  settled  once  and  for  all  the 
South  African  trouble  ?    There  was  no 
such  effort  as  that  made,  and  Ihe  corre- 
spondence of  the  Government  was  couched 
I  in  the  most  insulting  terms,  and  this 
j  correspondence  was  backed  ujj  by  the 
insulting  speech  of  the  Colonial  Secre- 
i  tary  at  Highbury.   Such  a  tone  as  that 
I  was  not  calculated  to   reconcile  the 
!  Government  of  the  Transvaal,  who  were 
I  naturally  suspicions  and  afraid  of  being 
I  overpowered,  as   it   were,   by  the  big 
!  brother  of  the  British  Empire.  That 
\  was  not  the  course  to  pursue  if  peace  had 
been  the  object,  but  I  beheve  war  was 
!  the  object.    We  ought  never  to  have  had 
'  this  war  at  all,  for  it  will  leave  a  stain 
upon  our  name.    It  has  already  carried 
mourning  into  many  homes,  from  the 
noblest  and  highest  to  the  poorest  peasant 
in  the  remotest  districts  of  Ireland.  It 
is  a  war  which  will  be  written  in  blood 
upon  the  pages  of  English  history'  in  the 
present  generation,  a  stain  which  will 
never  be  effaced  for  generations  and 
generations  to  come. 

Debate  further  adjourned  till  To- 
morrow. 

ADJOURNMENT. 
Motion  made   and  Question,   "  That 
this  House  do  now  adjourn "  —  (Jfr. 
A.  J.  Balfmr) — put,  and  agreed  to. 

Adjoomed  at  three  nunates 
before  Twelve  ai  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Taetdajft  Qth  Ftibrmry,  1900. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  &c 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  AND  CHAKGES 
ACT.  1891. 

Treasury  minute,  dated  26th  January. 
1900,  directing,  in  pursuance  of  Sec- 
tion 2  (3)  of  the  Public  Accounts 
ami  Charges  Act,  1891,  that  where 
any  som  is  by  order  of  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  under  section  80 
(2)  of  the  Local  Gkivemment  (Ireland) 
Act,  1898,  deducted  from  moneys  payable 
from  Ute  Local  Taxation  (Ireland)  Ac- 
count to  any  Council  in  respect  of  a  debt 
due  from  such  Conndl,  and  where  the 
amount  due  from  the  Council  wduld,  if  paid 
in  wdinary  course,  have  been  appUed  as 
an  Appropria' ion-in-Aid  of  the  Vote  for 
the  Hoyal  Irish  Constabulary,  the  sum 
deducted  in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  similarly 
applied  as  an  Appropriation-in-Aid  of  that 
Vote. 

SUPERANNUATION. 
TreaBiuy  minute,  dated  Slst  January, 
1900,  deoloring  that  Samuel  Nevitt, 
viewer,  Royal  Small  Arms  Department, 
War  Office  Department,  was  appointed 
without  a  Civil  Service  certificate  through 
inadvertence  on  the  part  of  the  head  of 
the  department. 


V  Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
^  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PETITION 


there  is  no  reason  why  I  should  not 
present  it  to  your  Lordships. 

Petition  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


^  THE  VACCINATION  ACTS. 

^  The  LORD  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Hai^bury):  My  Lords,  I  rise 
to  present  a  Petition  from  the  Guaidians  of 
the  Poor  of  the  Wandsworth  and  Clapbam 
Uriiwi,  in  the  County  of  London,  praying 
that  the  provisions  of  the  Vaccination 
Acts  may  be  amended,  and  that  it  may 
not  be  in  the  power  of  vaccination  officers 
to  institute  proceedings  under  the  Acts  at 
the  expense  <rf  the  rates  without  first 
obtaining  the  sanction  of  the  Guardians. 
The  Petition  is  respectfully  worded,  and, 
(hough  I  entirely  disagree  with  its  object, 
VOL.  LXXYin.  [Fourth  Series.] 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— THE  IMPE- 
RIAL YEOMANRY  —  SUGGESTED 
APPOINTMENT  OF  CHAPLAINS. 

♦Earl  EGERTON  :  My  Loids,  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  will  reconsider  his  decision 
not  to  appoint  any  chaplains  to  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry ;  and  whether  he  will, 
in  the  first  instance,  attach  a  chaplain  to 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry  Hospital  of  500 
beds,  which  has  received  the  sanction  of 
the  War  Office,  and  is  being  established 
at  Capetown.  I  ask  this  question  as  an 
old  Yeomanry  officer  of  thirty  yeare 
standing,  and  I  may  say  that  I  have  sent 
a  contingent  from  my  own  estate  in  the 
Yeomanry  Force  which  has  just  left  these 
shores.  I  understand  that  the  War  Office 
handed  over  to  a  committee  of  Yeomanry 
officers  the  duty  of  raising  and  equipment  of 
the  Yeomanry  force.  That  I  believe  they 
have  done  very  successfully.  In  the  very 
short  spaceof  a  month  they  have  turned  out 
a  force  of  5,000  men,  mounted  or  ready  to 
be  mounted,  and  I  believe  there  are  others 
of  equal  force  ready  as  soon  as  the  equip- 
ment is  (xvpared  fcnr  them.  But  when 
the  Yeomanty  Committee  had  offers  from 
oler^g^men  who  were  anxious  to  serve  as 
cha^ins  tn  South  Airica,  and  when  they 
had  submitted  to  them  the  names  of  two 
or  three  chaplains  as  fit  and  proper 
persons  to  act  for  the  Yeomanry,  the 
Adjutant  General  sent  an  unconditional 
refusal  to  allow  any  chaplains  to  ^o  out. 
I  understand,  from  a  communication  the 
War  Office  was  good  enough  to  send  to 
me,  that  one  <A  the  reasons  why  they 
were  not  so  iq>pointed  was  diat  the  Yeo- 
manry are  to  be  attached  to  diBforent 
divisions  or  iHrigades  and  are  to  have  the 
benefit  of  the  chaplains  of  those  divisions 
or  brigades.  That,  no  doubt,-  from  a 
military  point  of  view  is  very  satisfactory, 
but  there  is  a  feeling  in  the  country  that 
the  Yeomanry,  having  been  sent  out, 
should  have  some  special  chaplain  to  look 
after  their  spiritual  needs.  It  is  not 
merely  a  miUtary  question,  but  it  is  one 
of  principle,  and  is  also,  as  some  think, 
one  of  sentiment.  Therefore  I  think  I 
may  fairly  ask  that  the  Yeomanry  should 
be  consiiured  not  merely  as  an  integral 
part  of  the  Army,  but  as  a  special  force 
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sent  out  under  special  circumstances,  with 
a  staff  of  their  own,  and  that  their  claim  to 
have  a  special  chaplain  attached  to  them 
ought  to  be  recognised.  I  can  see  that  it 
would  be  impossible  to  appoint  chaplains 
to  all  the  units  of  the  regmients  in  South 
Africa,  but  the  suggestion  I  venture  to 
make  is  that  there  should  be  someone, 
when  they  Ifuid  in  South  Africa,  to  attend 
to  their  spritual  wants,  and  told  off  for 
the  Yeomanry,  and  who,  if  necessary, 
should  be  attached  to  the  Yeomanry 
Hospital  which  has  been  founded  so 
liberally  by  the  gifts  of  friends  at  home. 
I  think  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  ask  that 
something  of  that  kind  should  be  done. 
LordBomrtsfaas,!  understand,  stated  that 
there  are  sufficient  chaplains  in  South 
Africa  dready,  but  in  my  opinion  the 

ejrcentage  of  chaplains  to  the  men  is  not 
ree,  especially  when  you  consider  the 
accidents  of  war  and  the  various  duties 
a  chaplain  has,  under  the  circumstances, 
to  perform.  I  do  not  know  whether  any 
actual  addition  to  the  number  of  chaplains 
is  contemplated  to  be  made  to  meet  the 
wants  of  the  forces  to  be  sent  out,  but  I 
hope  that  one  chaplain  at  least  may  be 
attached  to  the  Yeomanry  in  the  way  I 
have  indicated  in  my  question.  I  feel 
certain  that  if  that  is  done  it  will  give 
great  satisfaction  to  the  Yeomanry  force 
which  has  been  raised  in  the  most  ra^d 
And  lo^  war  to  meet  a  great  emeigency, 
and  I  trust  that  the  War  Office  vrill  recon- 
sider the  absolute  refusal  they  have  given, 
and  entertain  some  proposal  such  as  I 
have  ventured  to  surest. 

♦The  SECKETARY  of  STATE  foe 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  in  a  matter  of  this  sort  nothing 
would  be  more  agreeable  to  me  than  to 
meet  the  wishes  of  the  Imperial  Yeo- 
manry, to  whose  patriotism  the  noble 
Lord  has  referred  in  terms  not  at  all  too 
eulcvistio.  But  the  diffioult;|^  of  carrying 
out  nis  suggestion  is  a  practical  one.  It 
is  this,  that  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  will 
not  be  employed  as  a  distinct  and 
separate  force  of  mounted  men,  but  they 
will  be  distributed  amongst  the  various 
brigades.  Therefore,  it  is  impossible  for 
any  one  chaplain  to  minister  to  the  whole 
force.  I  am  afraid  if  a  chaplain  were 
designated  for  that  exclusive  purpose  he 
woald  very  probably  find  himself,  where- 
ever  he  was,  in  the  position  of  having  no 
congresation  of  Yeomen  to  minister  to. 
The  noble  Lord  referred  more  particularly 
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to  the  Yeomanry  hospital  which  has  been 
so  generously  equipped  for  the  care  of 
the  sick  and  wounded  men  belongiiu;  to 
the  Yeomanry.  In  regard  to  that  I  am 
glad  to  say  that  it  has  been  found  possible 
to  make  an  arrangement  which,  I  think, 
meets  bis  suggestion.  A  chaplain  has 
been  desi^atedparticularly  to  attend  to 
that  hospital.  The  noble  Lord  was  quite 
correct  in  9a.ym^  that  Lord  Roberts  had, 
a  few  days  ago,  expressed  his  opinion  tiiat 
the  supply  of  chaplains  was  already 
sufficient.  We  had  asked  him  whether  it 
was  desirable  to  send  out  any  more.  Since 
that  intimation  was  received  from  Lord 
Roberts  five  clergymen  who  had  offered 
their  services  as  chaplains  have  been 
accepted. 

THE  IMPERIAL  YEOMANRY— TRANS- 
PORT. 

ViHOOUNT  GALWAY:  Lords, 
before  asking  the  question  standing  in  my 
name,  as  to  Uie  transport  of  the  mperial 

Yeomanry  to  the  Cape,  may  I  be  allowed 
to  mention,  as  one  who  had  advocated  the 
claims  of  the  Yeomanry  for  many  years, 
thegreat  satisfaction  it  gave  the  Yeomanry 
force  to  be  called  upon  to  take  their  share 
in  the  defence  of  the  Empire  abroad  1 
The  Yeomanry  force  some  years  ago  was 
threatened  with  extinction,  but,  despite 
every  discouragement,  we  persevered  and 
endeavoured  to  make  ourselves  more 
efficient  every  year.  We  kept  up  our 
organiaation,  and  the  result  has  been  that 
when  an  appeal  came  we  were  able  to 
answer  it  in  what  I  hope  the  noble 
Marquess  will  agree  has  been  a  highly 
satisfactory,  manner.  In  ^iew  of  what  has 
been  said  m  the  country  I  think  it  is  <Hily 
fair  that  I  should  state  that  the  companies 
which  have  been  sent  out  comprise 
thoroughly  qualified  horsemen  and  certi- 
fied marksmen.  While  nobody  grudges 
the  unstinted  praise  which  has  been  given 
to  all  our  colonies,  who  have  so  loyally 
come  to  our  assistance,  I  think  one  word 
from  those  in  authority  of  commendation 
of  the  patriotic  spirit  displayed  by  the 
Yeomanry  and  the  Volunteers  would  have 
the  result  of  greatly  encouraging  us  in  our 
efforts.  I  am  not  raising  this  as  a  personal 
matter,  because  the  company  I  sent  out 
left  England  ten  days  ago,  but  I  desire  to 
call  attention  to  the  disappointment  which 
is  felt  by  the  Yeomanry  on  account  of  the 
delay  in  conveying  them  to  the  frtmt. 
This  delay  causes  not  only  great,  dis- 
appointment to  the  men,  but  abo  entails 
heavy  expense  upon  ^ose  connected 
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with  the  force.  I  desire  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  it  is 
correct  that  no  further  Yeomanry  will 
leave  for  the  Cape  for  another  three  weeks, 
and  to  ui^  upon  him  the  desirability  of 
expediting  the  sending  out  of  this  force 
to  the  front. 

♦The  Earl  of  CORK:  My  Lords, 
before  the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  answers  the  question 
which  has  just  been  put,  I  wish  entirely 
to  endorse  the  remarks  of  my  noble  friend 
as  to  the  great  disappointment  with 
which  the  Yeomanry  heard  the  announce- 
ment that  they  would  not  leare  for  the 
Cape  for  another  three  weeks.  I  can 
meak  more  positively  of  the  west  of 
£ngland,  but  there  are  a  great  many 
companies  in  many  parts  of  England  who 
have  been  mobilised  for  three  weeks  or  a 
month.  Most  of  them  have  been  billeted 
in  towns,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be  in 
such  a  satisfactory  condition  as  if  they 
were  quartered  in  barracks.  I  hope  the 
noble  Marquess  will  be  able  to  assure  us 
that  the  delay  will  not  be  as  long  as  three 
weeks,  and  that  he  will  do  all  he  can  to 
hasten  the  transport  of  the  Yeomanry 
Regiments,  or,  at  all  events,  that  pending 
their  embarkation  steps  will  be  taken  to 
provide  accommodation  in  barracks  for 
those  companies  which  are  at  present 
billeted  in  many  parts  of  England. 

--•The  Marquess  of  LANSDOAVNE: 
My  Lords,  the  position  in  i-^ard  to  the 
embarkation  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  is 
as  fdlow8 : — Ships  have  been  already 
allotted  for  3,000  men  and  2,000  horses, 
aud  the  whole  will  have  embarked  by  the 
11th  of  this  month.  I  am  afraid  it  will 
be  at  least  a  fortnight  before  we  can 
expect  another  embarkation  to  take  place. 
I  will  certainly  do  all  I  can  to  expedite 
matters,  but  my  noble  friend  must  be 
aware  that  the  provision  of  horse  ships  is 
not  a  very  simple  or  easy  matter.  I  am 
very  aorry  'that  there  should  have  been 
any  disappointment  in  the  case  of  the 
companies  to  which  he  and  the  noble  Earl 
opposite  have  referred,  but  I  am  afraid 
th^  the  disappointment  was  inevitable.  I 
may,  perhaps,  tell  the  House  briefly  what 
the  procedure  is  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
vision of  transports.  The  Yeomanry  Com- 
mittee, to  whom  reference  has  already 
been  made  this  evening,  reports  to  the 
War  Office  from  time  to  time  the  num- 
ber  of  companies  likely  to  he  ready  to 


embark  on  a  given  date.  The  War 
Office  then  at  once  places  itself  in  com- 
munication with  the  Admiralty.  In  the 
case  of  the  companies  who  have  been 
referred  to  this  evening,  the  Yeomanry 
Committee  advised  us  on  the  29th  of 
January  that  a  certain  number  of 
companies  would  be  ready  to  embark 
on  the  8th  February.  My  noble  friend 
will,  I  am  sure,  admit  that  the  margin  of 
time  was  not  a  very  liberal  one,  out  I 
think  something  might  have  been  done 
for  them  had  it  not  ^n  that  at  that  very 
moment  we  had  to  ask  the  Admiralty  to 
find  ships  for  the  cavalry  brigade  which 
had  been  ordered  at  rather  snort  notice 
to  go  to  South  Africa.  That  absorbed 
all  the  available  ships,  with  the  result,  I 
am  afraid,  that  several  companies  of 
Yeomanry  who  had  been  looking  forward 
to  an  early  start  for  the  seat  of  war  were 
greatly  disappointed.  1  deeply  regret  the 
disappointment  to  those  companies,  but, 
as  I  said  before,  I  am  afraid  it  could 
scarcely  be  avoided  under  the  circum- 
stances. I  think  I  have  told  my  noble 
friend  all  I  have  to  say  about  the 
matter.  He  expressed  a  wish  that 
some  word  of  encouragement  should 
be  spoken  on  the  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government  showing  how  greatly  we 
appreciate  the  manner  in  which  this  call 
for  assistance  from  the  Yeomanry  has 
been  met.  I  have  already  said  this 
evening  how  deeply  we  appreciate  it ;  and 
I  can  assure  my  noble  friend  that  this  is 
the  feeling  of  my  colleagues,  and  that  we 
do  very  readily  acknowledge  the  obliga- 
tions under  which  we  are  to  the  force  with 
which  my  noble  friend  has  been  so  long 
connected. 

HooBB  adjourned  at  a  quarter 
before  Five  of  the  clock, 
to  Thursday  next,  Two  <ii 
the  clock. 


HOUSE   OF  COMMONS. 
Tuesday,  6fA  Fdnrniey,  1900. 


PBIFATE  BILL  BUSINESS, 


STANDING  OBDEBS. 

Ordered,  that  the  Select  Committee  on 
Standing  Orders  do  consist  of  Thirteen 
Members  ; — Mr.  Buchanan,  Sir  William 
Coddington,  Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis,  Sir 
Thomas  E^mond^  Sir  Edward  Gourley, 
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Mr.  Halsey,  Mr.  Humphreys-Owen,  Mr. 
James  Lowther,  Mr.  Mount,  Mr.  William 
Bedmond,  Sir  Mark  MTu^rt  Stewart, 
Mr.  Whitmore,  and  Mr.  WwlehouBe  were 

accordingly  nominated  Members  of  the 
Committee. — {Mr.  Halsey.) 

SELECTION. 
Ordered,  that  the  Committee  of  Selec- 
tion do  consist  of  Eleven  Members : — 
-Mr.  Blake,  Mr.  Sydnej'  Buxton,  Sir 
John  Dorington,  Sir  William  Hart  Dyke, 
Dr.  Farqunarson,  Mr.  Albert  Spicer, 
Mr.  Philip  Stanhope,  Sir  Mark  M*Tag- 
gart  Stewart,  Mr.  Wharton,  Mr.  Wode- 
nouae,  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders  were 
accordingly  nominated  Members  of  the 
Committee. — {Mr.  ffalseif.) 

NEW  WRIT. 

For  the  County  of  Mayo  (South  Mayo 
Division),  in  the  room  of  Michael  Davitt, 
esquire  (Manor  of  Northstead). — {Sir 
T.  G.  Esmmde.) 

PRIVATE  BILLS.— DIVISION  BETWEEN 

THE  TWO  HOUSES. 

The  Chairman  of  Wayh  and  Means 
reported,  That,  in  accordance  with  Stand- 
ing Order  79,  he  had  conferred  with  the 
Chairman  of  Committees  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  in 
which  House  of  Parliament  the  respective 
Private  Bills  should  be  first  considered, 
and  they  had  determined  that  the  Bills 
contained  in  the  following  List  should 
originate  in  the  House  of  Lords,  viz. : — ■ 

1.  Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust. 

2.  Aston  Manor  Tramways. 

3.  Bamsley  Corporation. 

4.  Barry  Kailway  (Steam  Vessels). 

5.  Bexhill  and  Botherfield  Railway. 

6.  Birmingham  Corporation  (Stock). 

7.  Birmingham  (King  Edwa^  the 
Sixth)  Schools. 

8<  Birmingham  University. 
9.  Bournemouth  Corporation. 

10.  Brewery  and  Commercial  Invests 
ment  Trust. 

11.  Bristol  Water. 

12.  Burnley  Corporation. 

13.  Bury  and  District  Water  (Transfer). 

14.  Caledonian  Railway. 

15.  Cardiff  Corporation. 

16.  Church's  Patent 

17.  Cleethorpes  Oas. 

18.  Clyde  Navi^tion. 

19.  Commercial  Union  Assurance  Com- 
pany. 


20.  Cork,  Bandon,  and  SouUi  Coast 
Railway. 

21.  Cork  Electric  Tramways. 
32.  CoweaPier. 

23.  Crystal  Palace  Company. 

24.  Deame  Valley  Railway. 

25.  Donegal  Railway. 

26.  Doriung  Water. 

27.  Dublin,  Wicklow,  and  Wexfoid 
RailwiH'. 

28.  Dundee  and  East  Forfar  Tram- 
ways. 

29.  Dundee  Harbour. 

30.  East  Shrophire  Water. 

31.  East  Stirhninhire  Water. 

32.  Edinburgh  Corporation. 

33.  Edinbureh  District  Lunacy  Board. 

34.  Exmouth  and  District  Water. 
36.  Exmouth  Urban  District  Water. 

36.  Falkirk  and  District  Water. 

37.  Falkirk  Corporation. 

38.  Fishguard  and  RosBlare  Railways 
and  Harbours. 

39.  Fishguard  Water  and  Gas. 

40.  Folkestone,  Sandgate,  and  Hythe- 
Tramroads. 

41.  Glasgow  and  South  Western  Rail- 
way. 

42.  Glasgow  Building  Regulations. 

43.  Glasgow  District  Tramways. 

44.  Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council 
Gas. 

4.5.  Grovemments  Stock  and  other 
Securities  Investment  Company. 

46.  Great  Berkhampstead  Water. 

47.  Great  Central  Railway. 

48-  Great  Grimsby  Street  Tramwajs. 

49.  Great  Soothem  and  Western  and' 
Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation. 

50.  Great  Southern  amd  Western  and 
Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western  Rail- 
way Companies  Amalgamatioa. 

51.  Great  Southern  Western 
Railway. 

52.  Gun  Bterel  Proof  Act,  1868,. 
Amendment. 

53.  Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council 

Water. 

54.  Hammond  (G.  H.)  Company. 

55.  Hemel  Hempst^  Conxnatioo 
(Water). 

56.  Higham  Ferrers  Water. 

57.  Imachenetzky's  Uralite  Patent. 

58.  Irawieh  Corporation  Tramways. 

59.  Kingston  -  upon  -  Thames  Corpora- 
tion. 

60.  Kingaton-upon-Thames  Gas. 

61.  Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board. 

62.  Lincoln.  Corporation  (Tramways). 
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63.  Liverpool  Overhead  Kailway. 

64.  London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Bailw^. 

66.  Lmdon  Hydraulic  Power  Company. 

66.  London  Sea  Water  Supply. 

67.  Manchester  CorporationTramwaya. 

68.  Manchester  Ship  CanaL 

69.  Margate  Corporation. 

70.  Margate  Pier  and  Harbour. 

71.  Maryport  Harbour. 

72.  Menatone  Water  (Transfer). 

73.  Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 

74.  Mersey  Railway. 

76.  Midland  Great  Western  Railway 
of  IreUnd. 

76.  Milford  Docks. 

77.  Morley  Corporation. 

78.  Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway. 

79.  Motherwell  Water. 

80.  Mountain  Ash  Water. 

81.  Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dal- 
meUington  Railways  (Abandonment). 

82.  National  ^jarkets  and  Stores  and 
Workshops. 

83.  Jfeath  Harbour. 

84.  Newport  Corporation. 

86.  Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas. 

86.  New  Russia  Company. 

87.  Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiam 
Urban  District  Gag. 

88.  North  British  Railway. 

89.  North  Eastern  Railway. 

90.  North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam 
Vessels). 

91.  Otley  Urban  District  Council 
Water. 

92.  Paignton  Urban  District  Water. 

93.  Preston  Corporation. 

94.  Purfleet  uid  Gravesend  Junction 
Bailway. 

95.  Ranugate  Corporation  Improve- 
ments. 

96.  Bawmarsh  Urban  District  Council 
^Tramways). 

97-  Rhymney  Iron  Company. 

98.  Rhymney  Railway. 

99.  Rotherham  Corporation. 

100.  Rotherhithe  and  Ratcliff  Tunnel 

101.  Salford  Conwration. 

102.  Scottish  American  Investment 
Compuiy. 

103.  Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life 
Assurance  Society. 

104.  Sheffield  Corporation. 

105.  Sheffield  District  Railway. 

106.  Southampton  Harbour. 

107.  South  Eastern  and  London, 
Chatham,  and  Dover  Railway.s 

108.  South  EaJttem  Kailway. 

109.  South  h^sex  Water. 


110.  South  Essex  Water  Board. 

111.  South  Shields  Corporation. 

112.  South  StatTordshire  Tramways. 

113.  Sunderland  Corporation. 

114.  TaffVale  Railway. 

116.  Universal  Life  Assurance  Society. 

116.  Walsall  Corporation. 

117.  Westgate  and  Birchington  AVater. 

118.  Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway. 

119.  Wirral  Railway. 

120.  Withington  Urban  District 
Council. 

121.  Workington  Railways  and  Docks. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPANIES' 
AMALGAMATION  BILL. 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD,  LIMERICK.  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES' 
AMALGAMATION  BILL. 

On  the  Report  by  the  GHAiRUANof 
Ways  and  Means  upon  these  Bills  (Nos. 
49  and  50  in  the  above  list) : — 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  As 
I  understand,  in  accordance  with  the 
usual  practice,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Chairmaa  of  Committees,  who  ia 
always  most  careful  in  desiring  to  meet 
the  wishes  of  private  Members  at  all 
times,  has  arranged  for  the  Irish  Railway 
Amalgamation  Bills  to  originate  in  the 
Upper  House.  I  presume  he  did  not 
know  of  the  strong  feeling  which  existed 
in  this  quarter  of  the  House,  and  I  may 
say  among  Irish  Members  generally, 
that  they  should  first  be  considered  m 
the  House  of  Commons.  Under  the  old 
practice  when  a  Bill  has  been  rejected 
once  in  this  House  it  is,  if  reintroduced, 
taken  first  in  another  place.  I  hope  the 
right  hon.  Oentleman  will  not  think  I  am 
complaining  when  I  say  that  there  is  in 
Ireland  an  extremely  strong  feeling  with 
regard  to  these  Amalgamation  Bills,  for 
and  against.  Personally,  I  am  rather  in 
favour,  but  a  number  of  my  colleagues  are 
against  them,  and  we  all  think  that  an 
opportunity  should  be  given  in  the  House 
of  Commons  where  alone  Ireland  is 
democratically  represented,  to  deal  first 
with  the  first  of  these  two  Bills.  It 
has  already  been  before  two  Com- 
mittees— one  a  hybrid  Committee,  and 
I  would  ask  the  Chairmaa  of  Com- 
mittees whether  some  means  cannot  be 
devised  so  that  this  House  may  have  the 
first  opportunity  of  passing  an  opinion 
upon  these  Bills,  which  are  of  far  more 
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importance  to  ub  than  they  are  to  the 
English  or  Scotch  people.  I  gather 
from  him  that  he  has  in  his  own  mind 
some  idea  that  the  Bills  might  be  con- 
sidered by  a  Joint  Committee.  On  that 
I  would  not  like  now  to  express  an 
opinion,  but  I  certainly  do  hope  that  on 
a  matter  of  such  vital  importance  to  three 
provinces  of  Ireland  as  these  amalgama- 
tion Bills  he  will  consider  favourab^  the 
views  we  put  before  him. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  There  is  no  question 
to  which  the  hon.  Member  can  address 
himself. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  thought  I  might 
stop  the  presentation  of  the  Report. 

Mr.  SPEAKER :  I  think  I  ought  to 
say  that  the  Standing  Order  79  as  it  at 
present  stands  states  that  the  division  of 
Bills  between  the  Lords  and  the  Commons 
is  to  be  assigned  to  the  Chairmen  of  Com- 
mittees of  the  two  Houses,  who  are  to  de- 
termine which  Bills  shall  be  introduced  in 
each  House.  Therefore,  the  House  has 
delegated  the  power  to  determine  which 
Bilb  shall  be  introduced  in  this  House 
and  in  the  other  House  to  the  Chairmen 
of  Committees,  and  their  decision  upon 
that  point  is  final,  and  the  House  cannot 
as  the  Standing  Order  stands  at  present 
determine  the  course  to  be  taken.  It  is 
open  to  the  hon.  Member  to  move  to 
amend  the  Standing  Order,  but  until  the 
Standing  Order  is  dealt  with  his  only 
coiu^  is  by  way  of  private  appeal  to  the 
Chairmen  of  Committees  to  dral  with  Bills 
in  a  particular  way. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  Perhaps  I 
would  be  in  order  in  asking  the  Chair- 
man if  he  will  reconsider  the  matter 
before  we  put  down  a  motion  to  amend 
the  Standing  Orders  T 

•The  chairman  of  COMMITTEES 
(Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHBR,  Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) :  I  am  afraid  that  any  reconsidera- 
tion of  the  matter  would  not  lead  to  any 
altwation  <rf  the  decision  to  which  the 
LoT^'  Chairman  and  myself  have  come. 
We  have  carefully  considered  the  ques- 
tion, and  we  consider  that  the  Anifll|;ama- 
tion  Bills  should  originate  this  session  in 
the  House  of  Lords.  Last  session  the 
Bills  were  referred  to  a  hybrid  Com- 
mittee, which,  I  may  point  out  without 
casting  any  reflection  on  that  body, 
carried  on  its  business  in  a  way  which 


gave  results  far  from  satisfactorj  to  aQ  the 
parties  concerned.    The  matter  was  so 

long  delayed  that  we  had  to  discuss  it 
quite  at  the  end  of  the  session,  which  I 
think  was  not  generally  satisfiuitory.  It 
is  thought  that  in  this  session  it  would 
be  better  that  the  Bills  should  originate 
in  the  other  House.  But  with  a  view 
to,  if  possible,  saving  expense  to  all 
parties,  the  Lords  Chairman  and  myself 
think  it  may  be  well  to  follow  a  pre-, 
cedent — an  old  one  perhaps — set  in  the 
year  1873,  when  two  English  railway 
amalgamation  BUls  were  referred  t*  a 
Joint  Committee.  If  that  finds  favour 
Mrith  hon.  Grentlemen  opposite,  we  should 
possibly  be  able  to  devise  some  means 
by  which  this  Bill,  although  originating 
in  the  other  House,  wiouJd  be  referred 
to  a  Joint  Committee  of  the  two 
Houses,  which  would  result  in  a  strong 
Committee  considering  this  very  impor- 
tant question,  and  would  also  have 
the  efl'ect  that  great  expense  would  be 
saved,  both  to  the  promoters  and  the  op- 
ponents of  the  Bill.  It  is  true  that  at 
the  last  monifflit  there  was  put  into  my 
huids  a  resolution,  unanimously  passed 
by  the  Nationalist  Members  of  this  House. 
But  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  impossible 
for  the  Lords  Chairman  and  myself  to 
give  effect  to  the  resolution  in  its  entirety. 
According  to  Standing  Orders,  the  dis- 
cretion is  vested  in  us  as  to  how  Bills  are 
to  originate,  and  I  do  not  think,  unless 
the  House  chooses  to  amend  the  Standing 
Order,  that  we  should  set  aside  that 
discretion  w^hich  is  vested  in  us. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford)  r 
I  just  wish  to  make  one  observation  as  to 
the  [Hvposal  to  refer  this  BUI  to  a  Conk- 
mittee  of  the  two  Houses.  I  think  it  may 
be  a  very  valuable  su^estion.  I  wish  t» 
point  out  tiiat  the  supporters  and  the 
opponents  are  at  one  in  wishing  the  Bill  to 
originate  in  this  House,  and  I  therefore 
hope  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  let  the 
matter  stand  until  we  can  submit  a  com- 
munication to  him. 

*Mr.  J.  W.  LOWTHER:  I  dull  be 
happy  to  consider  any  communuatioa  tbft 
hon.  Member  may  hand  to  me;. 


PETITIONS. 


ANTI-SUANARS  RIOTS. 
Petition    of    Shanar  inhabitants  of 
Tenkasi  and  other  places  South  India, 
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for  redress  of  grievaDces  j  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 
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SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

ly  presented  of  Treaeuiy  Minute, 


LICENSING  (SALE  OF  INTOXICATING 
LIQUORS). 
Petition  from  Pendleton,  for  alteration 
of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  BOARD'S 
VACCINATION  ORDER,  1898.  1 

Petition  from  West  Ward,  for  reviuon ;  j 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

POOR  LAW  AMENDMENT  (SCOTI^ND) 
ACT.  184S. 

Petition  from  Botripfanie,  for  alteration 
of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Lewishun; 
and  Baunds ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUOR  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Glenarm,  in  favour;  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1896. 
Petition  from  Lambeth,  for  alteration  of 
law ;  to  He  upon  the  Table. 


3l8t  Januanr,  1900,  deckring  that 
Samuel  Nevitt,  Viewer,  Royal  Small 
Arms  Department,  War  Office  De^rt- 
ment,  was  appointed  without  a  Civil 
Service  Certificate  through  inadvertence 
on  the  part  of  the  head  of  his  department 
[by  Act] ;  to  lie  uptm  the  Table. 

SOUTH  AFRICA  (TRANSPORTS). 

Return  ordered,  "showing  the  name, 
tonnage,  and  speed  of  each  vessel  em- 
ployed to  convey  tnopi  to  South  Africa 
since  the  1st  day  of  July  last,  the  date 
and  port  of  her  departure  from  these 
shores,  and  arrival  at  Capetown,  Durban, 
or  elsewhere,  respectively,  including 
arrival  at  and  departure  from  inter- 
mediate port  of  call ;  the  number  of 
troops  and  horses  or  mules  carried  on 
each  occasion,  the  number  of  horses  or 
mules  lost  on  voya^,  vessels  provided 
with  new  pattern  fittings,  vessels  provided 
with  old  pattern  fittings,  vessels  provided 
with  slings  for  each  horse  or  mule,  vessels 
not  so  provided ;  and  the  time  occupied 
by  each  vessel  in  making  the  voyage,  in 
the  following  form  : — 

I  Name  of  veaael.  

Tonnage. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


PUBLIC  ACCOUNTS  AND  CHARGES 
ACT,  1891. 

Copy  presented  of  Treasury  Minute, 
dated  26th  January,  1900,  directing 
in  pursuance  of  section  2  (3)  of  the 
Public  Accounts  and  Charges  Act, 
1891,  that,  where  any  sum  is  by 
order  of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland, 
under  section  80  (2)  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act,  1898,  deducted 
from  moneys  payable  from  the  Local 
Taxation  (Ireland)  Account  to  any 
Council  in  respect  of  a  debt  due  from 
such  0>uncil,  and  where  the  amount  due 
from  the  Council  would,  if  paid  in 
ordinary  course,  have  been  amilied  as  an 
Appropriation-in-Aid  of  the  Vote  for  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabnluy,  the  sum  de- 
ducted in  lieu  thereof  shall  be  similarly 
a{^lied  as  an  Appropriation-in-Aid  of 
that  Vote  [by  Aou;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 


Port. 

Departure. 

Port. 

Date  of  arrival 
and  departure 

from  inter- 
mediate ports. 

Arrival. 

Departure. 

Cap*  Town. 
Darbaa. 

Date  of 
arrival 

and  port. 

I  Time  oeenpied  on  Toyage. 


"Nnrnber  ortroops  carried. 

Number  of  horses  or  mules  carried. 


Number  of  horses  or  mules  lost  on 
vt^age.    

Whether  provided  with  new 
pattern  or  old  pattern  fittings. 

Whether  provided  with  slinei  for 
each  hone  or  mule. 


—{Mr.  fTeir.) 
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COAL  EXPORTS,  &c. 
Return  ordered,  "  giving  for  the  year 
1899  the  eicpoTt  of  coal  from  each  port  in 
the  United  Kingdom  to  each  country 
abroad,  together  with  a  summary  state- 
ment showing  the  export  of  coal  from  the 
principal  districts  of  the  United  King- 
dom to  the  principal  groups  of  foreign 
countries ;  and  also  showing  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  shipped  at  each  port  in  the 
United  Kingdom  for  ships  use  on 
foreign  voyages  during  the  same  period 
(in  continuation  of  Parliamentary  Paper, 
Na  198,  of  Session  1889),"— (Mr.  D.  A. 
Thmoi.) 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— TRANSPORTS. 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  (Lincolnshire, 
Gainsborough)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  whether,  in  view  of  the 
recent  employment  of  inferior  transport 
ships  to  the  Cape  (occupying  nearly  twice 
the  time  in  the  passage  which  would  have 
been  taken  by  the  best  passenger  ships), 
the  Government  has  arruiged  to  secure 
the  use  of  first  class  passenger  vessels  in 
future. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  AD- 
MIRALTY (Mr.  G.  J.  GosoHEN,  St. 
(Jeoree's,  Hanover  Square) :  I  must  re- 
spectfully protest  against  the  preamble  of 
the  honourable  Member's  question.  It 
conveys  an  impression  quite  contrary  to 
fact.  With  regard  to  the  question  itself, 
I  cannot  undertake  that  only  first  class 
passenger  ships  shall  be  used  in  future. 
Such  ships  are  naturally  quite  unsuited 
for  horse  transports,  which  constitute  the 
majority  of  those  now  being  taken  up. 
But  the  hon.  Member  may  refy  on  it  that 
our  best  endeavours  have  been  and  will 
be  used  to  place  both  infuitiy  and  cavalry 
as  quickly  at  the  Cape  as  we  can. 

GUNS  AT  PRETORIA. 
Mr.  BAINBRIDGE ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  Grovemment  possesses  full 
information  as  to  the  number  and  cha- 
racter and  projectile  force  of  the  guns  at 
present  in  Pretoria,  and  whether  a  list  of 
these  can  be  laid  before  the  House; 
whether  some  of  these  guns  have  a  range 
of  over  10,000  yards;  and  whether  the 
siege  train  sent  out  at  the  end  of  De- 


cember last  had  any  guns  with  ^e  same 
range. 

*The  under  SECEETARY  of 
STATE  FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndhax, 
Dover) ;  There  is  reason  to  believe  that 
many  of  the  guns  from  the  forts  round 
Pretoria  have  been  sent  to  the  front.  We 
have  not  full  information  as  to  what  guns 
have  been  left.  The  answer  to  the  last 
two  questions  is  in  the  afiinnatdve. 

TREATMENT  OF  PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  HARWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Boer  prisoners  of  war 
at  Cape  Town  are  kept  confined  on  board 
ship ;  and,  if  so,  whether  such  treatment 
is  the  same  as  that  which  it  is  reported 
is  being  accorded  to  the  British  pruoners 
at  Pretoria. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  We  were  informed 
on  the  22nd  of  January  that  the  Boer 
prisoners  are  no  longer  to  be  confined  on 
board  ship.  It  is  obvious  that  while  they 
were  on  board  ship  the  conditions  of 
their  imprisonment  could  not  be  the 
same  as  those  under  which  the  British 
prisoners  ftt  Pretoria  are  confined. 

TRANSPORT  WAGONS. 
Mr.  BAINBRIDGE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  a  number  of  transport  wagona 
have  been  sent  out  to  the  Cape  and  nave 
proved  to  be  so  unsuited  to  South  African 
requirements  as  to  cause  General  Buller 
to  report  that  the  whole  were  unfit  for 
service. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Ko^  Sir ;  no  such 
report  has  been  received  from  General 
Buller.  The  only  complaint  was  in  re- 
spect of  the  fitness  of  the  brakes  in  the 
first  consignment  for  South  African  ser- 
vice ;  this  defect  was  remedied  locally, 
and  the  necessary  alteration  has  been 
made  in  all  subsequent  c<msignmenta. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  kWARNER  (Stafibrdsfaire,  Lich- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  the  clothes  <h 
the  troops  who  have  been  some  time  on 
active  service  are  worn  out  and  have  not 
been  renewed ;  and  why  appeals  have 
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been  made  to  private  sources  for  flannel 
shirts  and  socks  if  the  Ck>vemment  is 
suppljdng  these  articles. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Provision  has  been 
made  for  replacing  any  clothes  worn  out. 
No  appeals  for  flannel  shirts  or  socks  have 
been  made  by  the  Government,  but 
persoiu  desirous  (tf  forwarding  comforts 
to  the  troops  have  been  informed  that 
amongst  other  articles  these  things  would 
be  useful. 

GENERAL  SIR  FREDERICK 

CARRINGTON. 

Mr.  COGHILL  (Burton-upon-Trent) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  General  Sir  Frederick 
Carrington  at  the  outbreak  of  the  war 
placed  his  services  at  the  disposal  of  the 
War  Office  ;  and  why,  having  regard  to 
his  great  biowledge  and  prolonged  ex- 
perience of  South  African  warfare,  his 
services  were  not  in  the  first  instance 
accepted. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  services  of  all 
officers  are  at  the  disposal  of  the  Com- 
inander-in-Chief,  and  Uie  fact  of  their 
applying  ought  not  to^  and  does  not, 
influence  the  order  of  their  selection. 


COMMISSIONS   FOR  NON-COMMIS- 
SIONED OFFICERS. 

Mr.  GODDARD  (Ipswich) :  I  beg  to 
aak  the  tinder  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
if  he  can  say  how  many  non-commissioned 
officers  have  been  promoted  to  commis- 
aiona  for  services  in  the  field  during  the 
present  war. 

*Mr.  UTNDHAM  :  No  recommendar 
tions  for  the  promotion  of  non-commis- 
flionedc^cers  to  commissions  for  services 
in  the  field  during  the  present  war  have 
yet  been  receivM.  Lord  Koberts  has, 
Eunrever,  been  recently  asked  to  recom- 
mend men  who  have  performed  good  and 
meritorious  service  in  the  field. 

mafeking  station-master. 

Mb.  T.  M.  HFALY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he 
will  inquire  whether  Mr.  James  Quinlan, 
steu<»-4iia8ter  at  Mafekii^  was  shot  in 
October  by  order  oi  Colonel  Baden- 
Powell  ;  and  why  the  letter  which  Mr. 
Quinlan  addressed  to  an  Irish  Member 
vindicating  his  innocence  was  not  allowed 
to  be  forwarded. 


The  secretary  of  STATE  tor 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham.  W.) :  The  hon.  and  learned 
Gentleman  is  aware  that  this  question 
relates  to  an  alleged  exercise  of  militwy 
i  authority,  and  under  th(»e  circumstances 
it  is  not  in  my  department.  The  question 
should  be  addressed  to  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  that  the  War  Office 
will  not  inquire,  and  now  he  says  he  will 
not  inquire  ;  is  that  because  this  man  was 
an  Irishman  ? 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  I  do  not 
think  that  the  hon.  and  learned  G^tle- 
man  shows  his  usual  fairness  in  insinuat- 
ing that  this  is  a  matter  which  has  not 
been  dealt  with  because  it  is  an  Irish 
question.  Perhaps,  with  reference  to 
that,  the  House  might  like  to  have  some 
account  of  Irish  opmion,  at  all  events,  on 
the  spot.  I  have  received  to-day  from 
the  Governor,  Sir  W.  Hely-Hutchinson — 
who  is  himself  an  Irishman,  I  believe — the 
following  telegram — 

"Mr.  T.  P.  O'Meara,  till  recently  member 
for  Maritzbni^g,  member  of  town  council  of 
Maritzbura,  and  prominent  citizen,  reouests 
me  to  send  yon  the  following  on  behalf  or  him- 
self anil  brother  Irishmen  in  Natal.  Begins  : 
'  Irishmen  in  Natal  support  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  The  sapremacv  of  the  Empire 
in  South  Africa  must  be  placed  beyond  a 
doubt.' " 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Would  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman,  out  of  consideration  to 
the  Irishmen  of  Natal  who  are  supporting 
the  Grovemment,  inquire  into  the  shoot- 
ing of  Mr.  Quinlan  1 

*Mr,  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  misunderstood  my  reply  to  his 
question  yesterday.  What  I  stated  was 
that  I  did  not  think  it  reasonable  to 
address  a  question  to  Lord  Roberts  unless 
I  myself  was  personally  cognisant  of  the 
statement  on  which  that  question  is  based. 
If  the  hon.  Member  or  any  other  hon. 
Member  will  supply  me  with  those  state- 
ments, then  there  is  something  to  go 
upon,  and  I  will  make  an  inquiry.  But  I 
cuinot  intrude  upon  the  time  of  a  most 
distinguished  officer  on  mere  rumours,  of 
which  thero  are  so  many  at  tiiis  momaut 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  This  statement— 
which  was  that  the  gentleman  was  shot^ 
and  that  he  forwarded  a  letter  to  an  Irish 
Member  before  he  was  compelled  to  dig 
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his  own  grave — appeared  in  the  English 
papers  at  the  Gape. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  WiU  the  hon. 
Gentleman  supply  me  with  the  statements 
80  that  I  can  act  upon  them  1 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  That  is  very 
reasonable.  I  will  do  so.  It  appeared  in 
Mr.  Rhodes's  paper. 

ATTITUDE  OF  THE  ORANGE  FREE 
STATE  IN  1885. 

Dr.  CLARK  {Caithness-shire) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretaiy  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
when  it  was  that  Sir  John  Brand,  on 
I»ehalf  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  pro- 
tested against  the  objects  sought  to  be  ob- 
tained by  Sir  Charles  Warren's  Expedi- 
tion ;  and,  if  the  communication  is 
published,  in  what  year  it  was  published. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN  :  If  this  ques- 
tion refers  to  an  interruption  by  me  in 
the  course  of  the  speech  of  the  hon: 
Member  for  the  Bodmin  Division  of  Cora- 
wall  I  have  to  say  that,  on  looking  at  the 
report  of  the  debate,  I  find  that  I  misun- 
derstood the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
have  to  apologise  accordingly.  I  thought 
he  was  referring  to  1881.  In  1885  there 
was  great  uneasiness  in  the  Orange  Free 
State,  and  her  Majesty's  Government 
were  anxious  as  to  the  attitude  of  the 
burghers. 

Dr.  CLARK :  Bursters  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  1 

Mr.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes. 


ALLEGED  HIGH  TREASON  AT  THE 
CAPE. 

Ma  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarron- 
shue,  ESfion) :  I  boz  to  ask  tbe  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  Mr. 
Barend  du  Pleasis,  a  well-to-do  farmer  of 
the  Hanover  District,  Cape  Town,  was 
arrested  on  the  10th  of  December  last  on 
a  charge  of  high  treason,  based  on  the 
unsupported  statement  of  a  discharged 
native  servant,  and  was  kept  in  prison  for 
ten  days,  and  then  set  free,  the  Solicitor 
General  declining  to  prosecute ;  and 
whether  any  compensaticm  will  be  made 
to  this  gentleman. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  In  reply  to 
a  telf^pwn  which  I  addressed  to  1dm  with 


regard  to  the  subject  of  the  question.  Sir 
A.  Milner  informs  me  *'  Case  of  Du 
Flessis  has  not  been  brought  to  my  notice, 
but  inquiries  being  made? 


SIR  WILLIAM  BUTLER. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal. 
S.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  is  it  the  fact  that  when  the 
question  arose  of  occupying  Northern 
Natal  as  far  as  Dundee  before  the  out- 
break of  hostilities,  Sir  William  Butler 
was  informed  that  this  step  was  beliered 
to  be  desirable  but  that  Uie  decision  was 
left  to  him,  and  was  General  Butler's 
refusal  to  exercise  this  discretion,  by  not 
occupying  Northern  Katal,  one  of  the 
grounds  on  which  he  was  deprived  of  his 
command  at  the  Cape;  when  General 
Butler  was  appointed  to  command  elsc^ 
where  did  he  express  his  disinclination  to 
accept  the  command,  and  only  yield  on 
the  urgent  representation  of  the  War 
Office  and  on  the  understanding  that  he 
woidd  only  occupy  the  new  poet  for  a 
year;  ancl  does  the  acceptance  by  Sir 
William  Butler  of  this  appointment  pre- 
clude him,  except  with  the  consent  of  the 
War  Office,  from  defending  himself  from 
the  charges  levelled  against  him. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no 
ground  for  either  of  the  allegations  con- 
tained in  the  first  paragraph  of  the  hon. 
Member's  question.  Sir  W.  Butler  was 
offered  the  command  of  the  Western  District 
on  the  8th  August.  On  the  10th  August 
he  declined  the  offer,  explaining  that  he 
did  not  wish  to  risk  possible  embarrass- 
ment to  his  superior  officers  by  accej^ing 
it.  He  was  informed  on  the  12th  August 
that  his  acceptance  would  cause  no 
embarrassment,  and  he  accepted  Uie  post 
on  the  14th  with  thanks.  There  was  no 
limitation  of  the  Western  District  com- 
mand to  one  year,  or  any  undOTStanding 
to  that  effect.  The  appmntment  is  for 
the  ordinary  period  of  five  years,  subject 
to  the  rules  regarding  age  retirement, 
which  do  not  appear  likely  to  affect  the 
tenure.  Sir  W.  Butler's  acceptance  cA 
this  command  imposes  no  special  dis- 
ability upon  him. 

MR.SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Canagenena 
officer  in  command  explain  hia  attitude 

with  reference  to  pubho  matters,  except 
with  the  consent  of  the  Wat-  Office  1 
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*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  A  general  officer, 
and  every  other  soldier,  is  forbidden  by 
the  Queen's  Regulations  to  raise  questions 
upon  orders,  reflations,  and  matters  of 
discipline.  He  is  not  debarred  from  the 
right  of  a  private  gentleman,  and  I  may 
mention  to  the  hon.  Member  that  only  a 
few  days  ago  Sir  William  Butler  asked 
us  whether  he  might  take  proceedings 
and  instruct  his  solicitor,  and  he  was 
informed  by  return  that  there  were  no 
military  objections. 

Mb.  swift  MacNEILL  :  Was  that 
agiunst  Heneage,  who  odled  him  a  traitor  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 
ROYAL  ARMY  MEDICAL  CORPS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  {Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  how  many  officers  '■■ 
of  the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  are 
now  employed  in  South  Africa,  and  how 
many  civil  medical  officers  have  been  sent 
out  to  aid  them ;  how  many  officers  of 
the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  are  em- 
ployed at  other  foreign  stations,  and  how 
many  are  at  home  stations ;  and  whether* 
it  is  intended  to  employ  any  of  the  re- 
tired pay  officers  for  duties  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

*Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  368  officers  of  the 
Boyal  Army  Medical  Corps  are  employed 
in  South  Africa,  377  at  other  foreign 
stations,  and  111  at  home;  133  civil  sur- 
geons are  employed  in  South  Africa,  and 
28  more  are  under  orders  to  go;  112 
retired  pay  officers  are  employed  at 
home. 


VOLUNTEER  ARTaLERY  GUNS. 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Government 
has  been  drawn  to  a  statement  by  Colonel 
Angus,  commanding  the  Ist  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne  Volunteer  Artillery,  and  similar 
statements  by  other  Volunteer  officers, 
that  the  guns  supplied  to  Volunteers  are 
of  quite  an  obsdete  pattern;  and  what 
steps  are  b^ng  taken  to  remedy  this  t 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  have  not  seen  the 
statement  referred  to,  but  the  guns  of  the 
Volunteer  Artillery  are  not  of  a  recent 
pattern.  I  shall  refer  to  this  matter  when 


I  make  the  statement  of  our  proposals  to- 
the  House. 

NORTHUMBERLAND  FUSILIER 
VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  BAINBKIDGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
the  officers  of  .the  1st  Volunteer  Battalion 
of  the  Northumberland  Fusiliers  made  an 
application  to  the  Wax  Office  offering  to 
equip  their  regiment  with  a  Maxim  gun 
and  all  accessories  thereto  entirely  at  their 
own  cost ;  and,  if  so,  why  this  request  was 
rdused  by  the  War  Office. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  There  is  no  trace 
of  the  receipt  of  such  an  application. 

LONDON  SCOTTISH  VOLUNTEERa 
Mr.  WEIR  (Robs  and  Cromarty):  Ib^ 
to  ask  theUnderSecretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  he  is  aware  that  members  of  the 
London  Scottish  Volunteers  whose  offers 
of  service  in  South  Africa  have  been 
accepted,  to  whom  £1  has  been  granted 
towards  their  outfit,  are  only  receiving 
98.  6d.,  the  balance  of  half  a  guinea 
having  been  deducted  in  each  instance  as 
the  member's  subscription  to  the  corps 
for  the  current  year  ;  and  in  view  of  the 
fact  that  these  Volunteers  are  for  the  time 
being  classed  as  soldiers  on  active  service 
enroUed  with  the  Grordon  Highlanders, 
will  arrangements  be  made  for  them  to 
receive  the  £1  grant  in  full. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  grant  of  £1 
towards  outfit  was  not  a  grant  of  public 
money,  but  out  of  the  private  moneys 
raised  by  the  corps  for  this  purpose,  and 
was,  therefore,  not  under  the  control  of 
the  War  Office.  I  understand,  however, 
that  the  ordinary  subscription  to  the  corps 
was  made  optional  on  the  part  of  volun* 
teers  for  active  service. 

TRANSVAAL   CONSUL   AT  DELAGOA 
BAY. 

Mr.  SCOTT  MONTAGU  (Hampshire, 
New  Forest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  Her  Majesty's  GoTemment  is 
aware  that  Mr.  Pott,  for  many  years  the 
Transvaal  Consul  at  Delagoa  Bay,  has 
been  actively  engaged  in  assisting  her 
Her  Majesty's  enemies,  and  whether  at 
the  same  time  Mr.  Pott  has  been  acting 
as  the  agent  of  the  Castle  Steamship 
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Cfuapany  which  oonreys  mailB  and  troqps 
to  tne  Cape  and  subsidies  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government  ;  and  whether 
steps  have  been  taken  to  bring  the  im- 
portance of  this  to  the  notice  of  the 
Imperial  authorities  in  South  Africa. 

The  under  SECRETARY  tor 
FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr.  Brodrick, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  Castle  Line 
Company  has  made  arrangements  for  re- 
lieving Mr.  Pott  of  the  agency,  and  he 
will  no  longer  have  anythmg  to  do  with 
tbe  company's  business. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) . 
Since  what  date  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

THE  GARRISON  OF  INDIA. 

Mr.  WARNER:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  any 
steps  are  being  taken  to  repluse  the 
British  troops  who  have  heen  withdrawn 
from  India  for  South  Africa. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Not  at  present, 

Sir. 

CIVIL  SERVICE  VOLUNTEERS. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether,  in  the  case  of  those 
members  of  the  Civil  Service  Corps  who 
have  been  accepted  for  active  service  in 
South  Africa,  the  Government  have 
declined  to  pay  the  sidaries  to  which 
they  would  have  been  entitled  had  they 
remained  at  home. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pr«8- 
ton^  :  Civil  servants  who  are  accepted  for 
active  military  service  receive  full  mili- 
tary pay  and  allowances.  Moreover,  in 
the  case  of  married  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  half  the  civil  pay  is 
paid  to  the  wife  and  children  in  addition 
to  the  Army  separation  allowance.  In 
the  case  of  every  unmarried  non-com- 
missioned officer  and  private  and  <^  every 
officer,  whether  married  or  unmarried, 
the  balance  of  his  civil  pay,  after  provid- 
ing for  his  duties  during  his  absence,  is  re- 
served for  him,  but  so  that  such  balance 
together  with  his  military  pay  does  not 
exceed  the  full  civil  pay. 


FOOD  STUFFS  AS  CONTRABAND  OF 
WAR. 

Mb.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.):  I  bfig  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  iWniry 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Govemmrait 
intend  to  treat  food  as  contraband  of  war 
during  the  present  war ;  and  if  ao,  under 
what  restrictions  and  limitations. 

Thb  first  lord  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Blanchester, 
E.)  said  :  Food  stuffs  as  such  have  never 
been  considered  by  this  country  as  contra- 
band of  war.  Food  stuffs  intended  for 
the  supply  of  an  army  in  the  field  are,  I 
believe,  by  universal  consent  and  inter- 
national law,  regarded  as  contraband  of 
war. 

Mr.  DILLON :  Will  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  explain  what  regulations  the 
Government  intend  to  enforce,  and  on 
what  evidence  they  intend  to  determine 
the  character  of  food  stuffs  landed  at 
Lorenzo  Marques  f 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Questions  of 
fact,  of  course,  are  to  be  decided  by  the 
Prize  Court. 

Mb.  DILLON :  Is  it  the  intention  ol 
the  Government  to  direct  British  cruisers 
to  seize  aU  caigoes  of  food  stufis  going  to 
Lorenzo  Marques  until  their  character  is 

ascertained  t 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  can  make  no 
declaration  of  policy  wil^  regard  to  that. 

CUSTOMS   DUTIES  ON  ARTICLES 
SENT  TO  THE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  BAETLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretuy  of  State  for 
War  whether  in  reference  to  the  War 
Office  circular  of  9th  December,  1899,  en- 
titled "  Parcels  for  Officers  ami  Men  on 
Active  Service  in  South  Africa,"  the  Sic 
in  section  2,  "  Customs  duties  will  not  be 
charged  in  Cape  Colony  or  Natal  on 
tobacco,  &c.,  addressed  to  officers  and 
men  serving  there,"  means  alcohol  and  all 
other  taxable  articles. 

*Mb,  WYNDHAM  :  The  following  tele- 
gram  has  been  received  from  Mr.  Hamil* 
ton  Gatliff,  who  has  very  kindly  under- 
taken the  distribution  of  gifts  for  the 
troops — 

"The  prii'il^  of  free  entr^  of  giftn  to 
troops  applies  to  articles  arrivuig  by  panels 
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pewit  only.  'With  re^rd  to  articles  arririnK 
othffl'wise,  the  local  Castoras  authorities  will 
i*oii«der  the  merits  of  each  cade  with  a  view  to 
remission.  Up  to  date  all  artleles  have  had 
free  ratry." 

The  statement  in  the  memorandum  of 
December,  1899,  was,  it  appears,  a  little 
too  wida 

NEWSPAPERS  FOR  THE  FRONT. 

Mr.  COGHILL:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  represent- 
ing the  Postmaster  General,  why  news- 
papers and  periodicals  sent  out  from  this 
oountiT  to  the  officers  and  men  of  the 
Natal  Field  force  have  not  been  delivered 
to  them ;  and  if  he  can  say  what  has  be- 
come of  them. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  All  newspapers  and 
periodicals  for  the  forces  in  Natal  have 
been  duly  forwarded  to  the  Army  Post 
Office.  If  the  hon.  Member  will  be  good 
vnough  to  furnish  definite  information  as 
to  particular  cases  of  non-delivery  enquiry 
shall  be  made  of  the  Army  Post  Office. 

ELECTORAL  DISABILITIES  (MILL 
TARV  SERVICE)  BILL. 

Genkral  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haverfordwest)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Home  Department 
whether  he  will  take  into  consideration 
the  desiralulity  of  extending  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Bill  of  which  he  has  dven 
notice,  Electoral  Disabilities  (Military 
Senice),  so  as  to  include  members  of  the 
Army  and  Navy  as  well  as  those  of  the 
other  Forces  named  in  the  notice  who 
may  be  absent  on  the  Milituy  service  ci 
the  Crown. 

*Thk  SECRETAKY  of  STATE  for 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Bisley,  Lancadiire,  Bhuit^raol) :  I 
have  not  overlooked  the  point  raised  by  my 
hon.  and  ^lant  friend;  but  I  do  not 
think  that  it  comes  properly  within  the 
scope  of  the  Bill,  which  is  not  one  for  the 
extension  of  the  franchise  but  is  intended 
to  deal  with  the  'consequences  of  an 
unusual  state  of  war,  and  not  with  those 
of  ordinary  military  or  naval  service. 

General  LAURIE  :  Would  not  the 
military  and  naval  Members  of  the 
House  who  have  ^one  to  South  Africa  be 
entitled  to  exercise  the  franchise  if  still 
at  home  1 


♦Sib  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  Yes ;  but 
there  is  a  considerable  diflference  between 
those  serving  the  country  by  being  called 
to  India  or  other  parts  of  the  Empire  in 
ordinary  circumstances,  and  those  who, 
as  on  the  present  occasion,  have  volun- 
teered for  foreign  service. 

•Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Are  not  the 
special  circumstances  of  this  case  equally 
applicable  to  the  Army  and  Navy  as  ta 
these  other  forces  ? 

*SiR  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY;  W* 
had  better  discuss  these  questions  when 
the  Bill  is  introduced.  All  1  wish  to> 
point  out  is  that  this  ffill  is  not  intended 
to  be  an  extension  of  the  franchise ;  it  is 
to  meet  a  special  case. 

LEE-ENFIET.D  RIFLES. 

Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  the- 
Lee-Enfield  rifles  recently  issued  were 
previously  tested  ;  and,  if  so^  will  he  say 
where  the  tests  were  made  ;  and  will  h& 
state  who  is  responsible  for  having  passed 
weapons  with  faulty  backsights. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Lee-Enfield 
rifles  recently  issued  had  been  inspected 
at  the  places  of  manufacture,  !E^field^ 
Birmingham,  and  Iiondon^  The  sighting: 
was  approved  in  1895  by  the  then 
Ins^tor-General  of  Ordnance  on  the 
advice  of  the  late  Director-General  of 
Ordnance  Factories,  after  trials  carried 
out  by  the  officers  who  were  at  the  time 
Superintendent  of  the  Small  Arms  Factory 
and  Commandant  of  the  School  of 
Musketry  respectively,  and  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Small 
Arms.  A  strict  incjuiiy  into  the  origin 
of  the  error  in  the  si^tmg  of  these  rifles 
has  been  instituted. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  tA  State  for  War  if  he  will  state 
the  number  of  Lee-Enfield  rifles  which 
have  been  manufactured  since  its  adoption 
and  the  number  issued ;  also  whether  the 
rifles  bear  any  mark  or  stamp  indicating 
the  place  of  manufacture ;  and  if  they  do> 
not,  will  he  consider  the  advisability  of 
adopting  a  distinctive  mack  in  future  1 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  number  of 
Lee-Enfield  rifles,  manufactiued  is  about 
350,000,  and  thai  issued  about  100.000. 
They  all  bear  thfi  macks  referred  to. 
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CASE  OF  HEKRY  UKQUHART, 
GOBDON  HIGHLANDERS. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
itbe  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  attention  of  the  War  Office 
has  been  attracted  to  the  case  of  Henry 
Urquhart,  aged  73,  formerly  an  officer  in 
.the  Gordon  Highlanders,  said  to  have 
served  in  the  Cnmea,  the  Indian  Mutiny, 
and  in  the  North- West  Provinces  oi  India, 
and  to  have  been  specially  mentioned  in 
despatches  for  distinguished  bravery, 
who,  with  his  wife,  aged  77,  applied  in 
January  last  to  the  Lambeth  Guardians 
for  relief  upon  the  ground  of  destitution 
and  the  infirmity  of  age ;  and  whether 
there  is  any  fund  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Government  applicable  to  such  a  case ; 
and,  if  not,  whether  the  Government  will 
consider  the  desirability  of  establishing  a 
fund  which  would  obviate  the  necessity 
of  such  an  appeal  by  old  soldiers  who 
have  served  the  Queen. 

♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  :  If  the  offi- 
cer referred  to  is  identical  with  William 
Henry  Urquhartwho  sold  out  of  the  17th 
Foot  as  a  Captain  in  October,  1861,  his 
■case  is  now  being  enquired  into. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  The  hon. 
Gentleman  has  not  answered  the  second 
part  of  my  question. 

♦Mr.    POWELL-WILLIAMS :  That 

would  depend  on  the  result  of  the  inquiry. 
There  may  or  may  not  be.  The  whole 
circumstances  of  the  case  will  be  looked 
into. 


BIFLE  RANGES.  ' 

Mr.  F.  W  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid) ; ' 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of ' 
State  for  War  if  he  will  supplement  the  i 
return  granted  last  session  of  rifle  ranges  ' 
closed  in  Great  Britain  by  a  further  re- ' 
turn  giving  the  names  and  localities  of 
ranges  so  closed.  ^ 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  If  the  hon.  Mem-' 
her  will  specify  any  particular  locality  as  ' 
to  which  he  desires  information,  I  will  do 
my  best  to  furnish  it ;  but  at  the  present  i 
period  of  pressure  in  the  War  Office  I  am 
reluctant  to  require  a  retimi  which  would 
cause  considerable  labour. 


CRIMEAN  PENSIONERS. 


Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  b^to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  he  is  aware  that  Irish 
Army  pensioners  and  others,  who  have 
served  over  twenty  years  in  the  Army, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  has  been 
active  service  in  Persia,  India,  China,  and 
the  Crimea,  are  now  in  many  instances 
inmates  of  Irish  workhouses,  supported  at 
the  expense  of  the  public  rates,  as  also 
su|iported  by  public  charity  in  such  insti- 
tutions as  the  "Little  Si^rs  of  the 
Poor";  whether  Her  Majesty's  Grovem- 
ment  can  see  their  way,  by  legislation  or 
otherwise,  to  increase  the  pension  of 
i  Crimean  veterans  and  others  beyond  the 
sum  of  eightpence  a  day ;  and  whether 
this  question  has  been  considered ;  and, 
if  so,  with  what  result. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  send  me  the  parti- 
culars of  any  case  which  has  come  to  his 
notice  I  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man last  October  told  the  House  the 
whole  matter  was  under  consideration. 


SUBSIDISED  CRUISERS. 

Mr.  BAINBRIDGE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will 
have  a  return  presented  to  the  House 
giving  the  number,  classification,  and 
names  of  the  ships  subsidised  by  the 
Government  for  the  piupose  of  being 
available  as  cruisers  prior  to  October 
last. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  hon.  Member 
will  find  the  information  he  requires  as  to 
the  vessels  subsidised  as  merchant  cruisen 
at  page  93  of  the  Navy  Estimates  for 
1899-1900. 

COAL  FOR  THE  NAVY— EMERGENCY 
CONTRACTS. 

*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tvdvil):  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
01  the  Admiralty  whether  by  the  con- 
ditions of  contract  for  the  supply  of  steam 
vessel  cods  to  the  Gbvomment  in  times 
of  emergency,  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  are  to  be  the  sole 
Judges  of  the  circumstances  constituting 
anticipated  or  actual  war  under  which 
the  contractors  shall  be  called  upon  to 
supply  J  whether  any  coal  has  ever  been 
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taken  by  the  Admiralty  under  any  of  such 
emergency  contracts ;  whether  any  con- 
sideration money  is  paid  for  the 
contract ;  and  if  he  can  indicate  the 
circumstances  contemplated  in  the  con- 
ditions <rf  the  emergency  coal  contracts 
under  which  coal  would  be  taken. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  The  reply  to  the 
first  and  second  paragraphs  is  in  the 
affirmative — to  the  third  paragraph  in  the 
negative,  but  the  firms  who  have  tendered 
have  always  defended  the  very  high  prices 
asked  on  the  grounds  that  they  are  com- 1 

gletely  in  the  dark  as  to  when  they  may 
e  ctdled  upon  to  supply.  It  is  propos^ 
before  the  next  contracts  are  made  to 
revise  some  of  the  conditions. 

*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  May  I  ask  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman — but,  of  course,  I 
do  not  press  the  question  if  to  answer  it 
will  be  inconsistent  with  the  public 
interest  —  whether  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners anticipate  military  operations 
are  likely  to  lead  to  actual  war  in  South 
Africa  t 

Mr.  GOSCHEN :  I  do  not  think  that 
is  a  question  1  shotdd  be  called  upon  to 
answer. 
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mission  to  Ton^i ;  and  if  so,  whether 
there  is  any  objection  to  stating  its 

purport. 


THE  COASTGUARD  AND  TELEPHONIC 
COMMUNICATION. 


Sir  CAMERON  GULL  (Devonshire, 
Barnstaple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord 
€3t  the  Admiralty  whether,  when  any  of 
the  ooastguard  in  whose  houses  the  coast 
telephonic  communication  is  placed  are 
mobilised,  any,  and  if  so  what,  steps  are 
taken  to  insure  the  proper  working  of 
the  telephone  during  their  absence. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  question  of  the 
hon.  Baronet  relates,  I  presume,  to  the 
civilian  services  rendered  by  the  coast 
j^uard  in  charge  of  telephonic  arrange- 
nients  for  life-saving  purposes  along  the 
coast.  The  Admiralty  and  the  Bturd  of 
Trade  are  in  cimimunication  with  each 
other  on  this  subject.  The  organisation 
of  the  war  signal  stations  is  complete. 


AXOLO-GERMAN  CONVENTfON— 
TuNGA. 


Ma  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Yes.  Mr. 
Th<mi8on  has  been  sent  to  Tonga  to 
discuss  vrith  the  King  the  change  in  the 
international  position  of  the  group  effected 
by  the  An^o-G«rman  Convention  of 
November  last. 


SAMOA. 

.Mr.  hog  an  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
what  is  the  latest  consular  information 
from  Samoa  as  to  the  working  of  the  new 
governing  arrangements  under  the  Anglo- 
German  Convention,  and  the  probabilities 
of  a  permanent  acceptance  of  the  new 
regime  by  the  natives. 

*The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
for  foreign  AFFAIRS  (Mr.BROD- 
RicK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  The  Tiytartite 
Convention  between  Great  ^tain, 
Germany,  and  the  United  States 
with  regard  to  Samoa  was  only  ap- 
proved by  the  Senate  on  the  29th 
ult.  The  formal  ratifications  will  be  ex- 
changed without  delay.  Until  this  has 
been  done,  the  Convention  does  not  come 
into  effect,  and  consequently  German 
administration  has  not  yet  been  esta- 
blished in  Upolu  and  Savaii 


BRITISH  NORTH  BORNEO, 
j  Mr.  WEIR  :  1  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
I  of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will  state 
the  nature  of  the  differences  which  have 
'  arisen  between  the  native  population  and 
I  the  Chartered  Company  of  British  North 
I  Borneo ;  have  any  efforts  been  made  by 
i  the  British  North  Borneo  Company  to 
>  discuss  the  grievances  of  the  natives  with 
I  a  view  to  an  amicable  settlement,  as  on  a 
I  previous  occasion,  when  Mat  Salleb  deli- 
1  vered  his  sword  to  Mr.  Cowie,  the 
!  manager  of  the  British  North  Borneo 
!  Company ;  will  he  state  the  nature  of 
I  the  expedition  sent  agftinst  Mat  Salleh 
I  and  his  followers  ;  and  whether  the 
^  expenses  will  be  charged  to  the  British 
i  taxpayer  or  to  the  British  North  Borneo 
\  Company. 


-Mb-  C^pperary,  Mid) :  I  beg  '    Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  I  am  unable 

to  ^l^no^Under^Secretapr  of  Scate  for  1  to  answer  this  question  without  referring 
,         .iK>  w  a»  a-  \r-  11    I  'PL        ^      British  North  Borneo  Company.  If 

the  hon.  Member  will  kindly  postpone  his 


Foreign  Affairs  whether  Mr.  Basil  Thom- 
son has  been  despatched  on  a  special 
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qaestion  for  a  week^  I  hope  then  to  be 
in  a  pomUon  to  reply. 

JAMAICA  LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Order  in 
Council  restoring  to  the  Colony  of 
Jamaica  a  representative  legislature, 
passed  on  the  19th  May,  18B4,  was 
accompanied  with  a  despatch  to  the 
Governor  of  the  Colony,  Sir  H.  Norman, 
from  Lord  Derby,  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
stating  that  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment 
thoud^t  it  undesirable  that  the  Legisla- 
tive Council  should  be  so  constituted  as 
to  place  the  elected  members  in  a  majority 
and  the  nominated  members  in  a  minority, 
and  trusting  that  it  would  be  rarely  if 
ever  necessary  for  the  (Governor  to  exer- 
cise the  power  of  overruling  the  votes  of 
the  elected  members ;  is  he  aware  that, 
from  1884  till  1899,  the  extreme  power 
vested  in  the  Governor,  of  raising  the 
number  of  nominated  members  of  the 
Council  to  the  maximum,  was  never  exer- 
cised ;  whether,  in  1899,  the  Governor  of 
Jamaica,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary^  appointed  the  full  number  of 
nominated  members  on  the  Legislative 
Council  in  order  to  carry  measures  of 
taxation,  the  finances  having  become, 
owing  to  bad  seasons,  temporarily  em- 
barrassed ;  whether  a  petition  to  the 
Queen,  numerouslv  signed  by  representa- 
tive men  of  the  island  of  Jamaica,  by  Mr. 
Adrian  A.  Robinson,  President  of  the 
Jamaica  Association  and  Mayor  of  King- 
ston, protesting  against  the  action  of  the 
Governor  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  as 
ultra  vires  and  unconstitutional,  has  been 
received  ;  and  will  he  eiqtlain  what  justi- 
fication the  Qovemor  olfered  for  so 
acting. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  oircum- 
stanoes  referred  to  in  the  hon.  Member's 
question  are  explained  in  Papers  relating 
to  the  finances  of  Jamaica  (9,177,  Fel> 
ruary,  1899,  9,412,  July,  1899,  9,413, 
July,  1899),  which  have  already  been  hud 
before  the  House,  and  in  further  corre- 
spondence which  wilt  be  shortly  laid. 

Mr.  MacNEILL  :  Is  it  the  fact  that 
the  Constitution  of  Jamaica  has  been 
suspended ! 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  No,  Sir. 


Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Have  you 
any  address  inm  the  loyalists  there  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

FRENCH  SETTLEMENT  AT  SHANGHAL 

Mr.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  1  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Afiairs  whether  he  can  state  the 
result  of  the  n^otiaUons  witii  regard  to 
the  extension  oi  the  French  concession  at 
Shanghai. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  main  objections 
entertained  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  the  extension  of  the  French 
settlement  at  Shanghai  was  due  to  the 
fact  that  certain  British  property  was  in- 
cluded in  the  proposed  French  ooncesaion. 
Satisfactory  assurances  have  now  been  ob- 
tained from  the  French  Government*  by 
which  all  municipal  regulations  will  lie 
submitted  to  Her  Majestjr's  Minister  at 
Peking  before  being  enforoed  on  British 
subjects,  and  all  titles  to  British  property 
are  secured.  The  Secretary  of  State  con- 
sequently withdrew  his  opposition,  and  the 
extensions  of  both  the  French  wd  the 
Anglo-American  or  international  settle- 
ments have  now  been  arranged. 

RUSSIAN  LOAN  TO  PERSIA. 

Mr.  YERBURGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  he  can  state  the  condi- 
tions of  the  Russian  loan  to  Persia ;  and 
whether  the  customs  of  the  port  of  Bender 
Abbas  are  pledged  to  Russia  under  any 
agreement. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  conditions  of 
the  loan,  as  announced  in  the  Messenger 
Qfficiel  on  January  30th,  and  published  in 
the  Journal  de  ^.  PHrr^itrg  of  January 
3l8t,  are : — ^The  payment  fA  the  interest 
and  sinking  fund  tor  the  term  of  seventy- 
five  years  is  to  be  guaranteed  bv  all  t^e 
customs  revenues  of  Persia,  exclusive  of 
those  of  Fars  and  the  Persian  Gulf  ports. 
In  case  of  delay  in  the  paj-ments  of  the 
service  of  the  loan  the  Banque  des  Prets 
is  to  have  the  right  of  establishing  a 
control  over  the  custom  houses,  the 
revenues  of  which  form  the  security 
for  the  loan.  The  Persian  Government 
engages  to  extinguish  all  its  preWons 
external  obligations  with  part  of  the  pro- 
ceeds <rf  the  loan,  and  not  to  amcmde 
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without  the  consent  of  the  Banquo  des 
PrSts  any  fresh  foreign  loan  until  the  loan 
of  1900  has  been  extinguished.  The 
Persian  Government  grants  the  Banque 
des  Prets  the  right,  if  it  thinks  necessary, 
of  placing  on  the  money  market  bonds  of 
the  Persian  Loan  for  the  amount  to  which 
it  is  indebted,  and  bearing  the  full 
guarantee  of  the  Russian  Government. 
We  have  no  ground  for  believing  in  the 
existence  of  any  agreement  to  the  effect 
mentioned  in  the  second  paragraph. 


THE  ROYAL  COMMISSION  ON  THE 
LICENSING  LAWS. 

Sir  J.  LENG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  oi  State  for  the  Home 
Deportment  whether  he  has  considered 
the  recommendations  made  in  the  reports 
of  the  Boyal  Commission  on  the  Licensing 
Laws ;  and  what  course  he  proposes  to 
take  with  regard  to  them. 

♦Sir  M.  white  RIDLEY  :  I  have  of 
course  given  my  best  consideration  to  the 
recommendations  in  the  reports  of  the 
CcHDmission,  but  under  existing  circimi- 
atauces  the  Government  can  make  no 
promise  of  legislation  during  the  present 
session. 


FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE— CATTLE 
IMPORTATION  TO  IRELAND. 

-Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick):  I 
to  ask  the  Fremdent  of  the  Boara  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  can  state  how 
nany  outbreaks  of  ffwt  and  mouth  disease 
have  occurred  among  cattle  in  Groat 
&itain,  and  the  number  of  animals  so 
affected,  and  what  precautions  are  being 
taken  to  prevent  infection  :  and  whether 
the  permission  to  import  cattle  into  Ire- 
laod  has  been  suspended. 

*Thk  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  Three  outbreaks  of 
foot  and  mouth  disease  have,  I  regret  to 
atat^  occuiTed  in  the  neighbourhood 
Yarmouth.  The  number  of  animals 
actually  afTected  is  thirty-six.  Tae  pro- 
cautions  prescribed  by  the  Diseases  of 
AaimaU  Act  and  the  Foot  and  Mouth 
Order  of  1895  are  being  carried  out  by 
the  local  authorities  acting  in  conjunction 
vith  the  staff  of  lay  and  veterinary 
in«pect(»^  which  was  dispatched  to  the 
8pot  immediately  on  the  occurrence  of 
Uie  first  outbreak.    In  addition  we  have 
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prohibited  the  movement  ot  animals  into 
or  out  of  a  scheduled  district  or  along  any 
highway  therein,  and  have  imposed 
special  restrictions  in  the  areas  imme- 
diately surrounding  the  infected  pUices. 
I  understand  that  the  Irish  authorities 
have  suspended  the  importation  of  cattle 
into  Ireland  for  the  time  being.  The 
situation  is  a  very  grave  one,  but  if  agri- 
culturists generally  will  support  the 
efforts  we  are  making,  we  may  yet  be 
able  to  prevent  the  disastrous  results 
which  must  ensue  If  die  disease  becomes 
epidemic  throughout  the  coontiy. 

VETERINARY   ADVISERS    OF  THE 
BOARD  OF  AGRICULTURE. 

♦Mr.  JOHNSON-FERGUSON  (Leices- 
tershire, Loughborough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Bwird  of  Agriculture, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  number  of 
veterinary  advisers  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture has  been  reduced  during  the 
past  year,  by  death  or  retirement,  from 
three  to  one ;  and,  whether,  considering 
the  important  nature  of  the  duties  per- 
formed by  these  officials,  it  is  his  inten- 
tion to  fill  up  the  vacancies  as  soon  as 
possible. 

♦Mr.  long  :  In  addition  to  the  Veteri- 
nary Inspectors  at  the  Ports,  whose 
services  have  alwa^  been  drawn  upon  in 
times  of  emergency,  we  have  now  at  our 
entire  disposal  the  services  of  six  veteri- 
nary inspectors  in  addition  to  the  chief 
and  assistant  veterinary  officers,  as 
against  the  three  veterinary  officers  em- 
ployed prior  to  the  retirement  of  Sir 
George  Brown  in  1894.  A  vacancy  has 
arisen  in  the  position  of  assistant 
veterinary  officer  which  will  be  filled 
without  unnecessary  delay*  but  in  the 
meantime  we  have  no  difficulty  in  making 
provision  for  the  work  which  requires  to 
be  done. 


PASSENGER  VESSEL  REGULATIONS— 
WRECK  OF  THE  "MOHEGAN." 

Sir  CAMERON  GULL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  following  recommendations  of  the 
Court  of  Inquiry  upon  the  wreck  of  the 
"  Mohegan" ;  —  (1)  That  they  were 
strongly  of  opinion  that  when  a  vessel 
was  lighted  with  electric  light  she  ought 
at  night  to  have  lighted  and  in  an  easily 
accessible  position  oil  lamps  to  take  the 
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place  of  the  ship's  lamps  in  cafie  of  failure 
of  the  electric  light.  (2)  That  they  were 
also  strongly  of  opinion  that  a  lifeboat 
should  be  sw.ung  out  on  each  side  of  a 
passenger  vessel  while  navigating  the 
English  Gharinel.  And,  if  so,  whether  he 
has  taken  or  proposes  to  take  any  and 
what  steps  in  the  direction  indicated  by 
the  Court  of  Inquiry. 

*The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) : 
Yes,  sir.  My  attention  has  been  called 
to  the  recommendations  referred  to  in  the 
question,  and  they  have  received  atten- 
tive consideration.  The  regulations  of 
the  Boud  of  Trade  require  vessels  fitted 
witfa  'elwtric  side  and  masthead  luhts  to 
be  also  supplied  with  oil  lamps  tor  use 
in  case  of  failure  of  the  electric  system. 
These  regulations  were  fully  complied 
with  in  the  case  of  the  *'  Mohegan,  but 
the  oil  lamps  (which  were  trimmed  and 
ready  for  use)  were  submerged  and  ren- 
dered inaccessible  soon  after  the  vessel 
struck ;  and  if  they  had  been  lighted 
they  would  have  been  extinguished. 
The  statutory  i-ules  as  to  life  saving 
appliances  do  not  require  a  lifeboat  to 
be  swung  out  on  each  side  of  a  passei^r 
vessel  while  na^i^tdng  the  Eng^h 
Channel,  and  the  Board  of  Trade  are 
advise;!  that  under  certain  conditions 
such  a  requirement  would  be  neither 
prudent  nor  practicable. 

LONG  EATON  LEVEL  RAILWAY 
CROSSING. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER:  Ibegtoask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
an  inquest  held  recently  on  a  woman 
killed  at  the  level  crossing  at  Long  Eaton 
Station  on  the  Midland  Railway,  and  to 
the  venlict  of  the  jury  which  described 
the  crossing  as  most  dangerous,  and 
referred  to  the  very  inadequate  means  for 
passengers  wishing  to  get  across  the  line  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  several  thotisand 
persons  use  the  crossing  daily,  and  that 
representations  h&ve  been  frequently 
made  to  the  Midland  Railway  authorities 
by  the  District  Council  of  Long  Eaton  as 
to  the  urgent  need  of  a  safer  method  of 
crossing  the  line ;  and  whether  he  will 
communicate  with  the  Midbnd  Railway 
CcHnpany  with  a  Wew  oi  obtaining  safer 
accommodation  for  the  public. 

.Mb.  RITCHIE :  Yes,  Sir,  The  Board 
of  Trade  communicated  with  the  Midland 


Company  on  the  5th  of  January,  but 
have  not  yet  received  an  answer.  The 
company  have  been  pressed  for  a  reply. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  is  no  doubt  aware 
that  there  is  a  footbiidge  which  pedes- 
trians can  avail  themselves  of. 

WORKMEN'S  TRAINS. 
Mr.  WOODS  (Essex,  Walthamstow)  : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  if  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  in  dealing  with  the  question 
of  the  housing  of  the  working  classes  to 
take  into  consideration  the  necessity  of 
amending  the  Cheap  Trains  Act,  1883,  so 
as  to  make  provision  fofanample  serviceof 
workmen's  trains  at  cheap  fares  between  the 
central  stations  and  the  outer  suburbs  of 
all  large  towns,  and  thus  remove  one  r)f 
the  difficulties  experienced  in  housing  the 
working  classes. 

Mr.  RITCHIE  :  I^rge  additional 
facilities  have  been  affordml  recently  in 
the  matter  of  workmen's  trains,  and  1 
am  not  satisfied  that  the  present  law  ii« 
insufficient  to  secure  the  desirable  object 
referred  to  by  the  hon  Member. 

CATTLE  TRANSIT  IN  THE  NORTH  or 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  FIELD :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  it* 
aware  that  on  the  Great  Northern  line. 
Ireland,  it  is  the  practice  to  detain  cattle 
loaded  at  Kelts  or  Navan  for  Dmgheda 
until  all  the  consignments  for  Belfast  are 
taken  away;  and  whether  the  Board  of 
Trade  can  prevent,  as  a  preferential  treat- 
ment to  consignors,  the  sending  of  live 
stock  to  the  more  distant  terminus  in  the 
north. 

I  Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  have  communicat«Ht 
t  with  the  Great  Northern  Railway  Com- 
I  pan^  (Ireland),  and  they  inform  me  that 
:  their  arrangements  for  the  eonveyance  of 
'  cattle  from  the  fairs  at  Navan  and  Kells 
:  are  framed  so  as  to  best  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  traffic,  and  that  the  stock 
{  which  is  goin^  the  long  distance  to  Bel- 
I  fast  and  is  intended  for  shipment  thv 
I  same  night  has  necessarily  to  l)e  loaded 
i  and  sent  away  earlier  than  that  which  i-^ 
I  going  the  shorter  distance  to  Drogheda. 
They  also  state  that  the  cattle  for  Ihxig 
heda  is  despatched  at  a  proper  time,  hav- 
'  ing  regard  to  its  delivery  to  them  aiHl 
'  the  completion  of  a  train  load,  and  that 
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they  have  received  no  complaints  from 
any  of  the  dealers  or  shippers.  If  any 
complaint  on  the  subject  is  pressed,  the 
juriadication  to  deal  with  it  would  appear 
to  be  with  the  Railway  Gommiasioners. 

FREE   RAILWAY  PASSES  FOR  IRISH 
MEMBERS. 

Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  ia 
aware  that  in  the  British  colonies  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature  have  free  travel- 
ling on  railways ;  and  whether  he  is  pre- 
pared to  consider  the  advisability  of  ex- 
tending this  regulation  to  Irish  Members 
of  Paruament. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  It  would  be  useless  | 
for  me,  even  if  I  deemed  such  an  arrange- ! 
ment  desirable,  to  consider  the  matter,  as  ! 
I  have  no  power  to  give  effect  to  my 
consideration  should  it  result  as  desir^  I 
by  the  honourable  Gentleman. 

Mb.  field  :  Perhap  the  right  hon.  \ 
Gentleman  will  use  his  influence  with  the  | 
railway  companies. 

CASE  OF  EMANUEL  WILLIAMS. 

Sir  JOSEPH   LEESE  (Lancashire,! 
Accrington) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  his 
attention  has  been  called  to  the  circum- 
stances   under    which    Mr.  Emanuel 
Williams,    a    chartered    accountant  of 
high  standing  in   Manchester,   was  on 
the  19th  of  September  last  arrested  and 
lept  in  prison  for  five   days  under  a 
warrant  granted,  at  the  instance  of  the  i 
Treasury,  by  a  magistrate  of  the  Bulling- 
don  Division  of  Oxfordshire,  charging  him  , 
with  having  written  and  sent  to  the  Rev. 
George  Moore  five  letters  demanding  with 
menaces  certain  money  uid  a  vafuable  ' 
security ;  whether  the  Treasury  before 
giving  instructions  for  a  warrant  to  be  ■ 
applied  for  caused  inquiry  to  be  made  as 
to  the  circuD.  stances  under  which  the 
Alleged  threatening  letters  were  written, 
■or  whether  they  relied  merely  on  the 
letters ;  and  also  whether  they  caused  | 
inquiry  to  be  made  as  to  Mr.  Williams's  , 
character    and  position,  with  a  view ' 
to    ascortaining  whether  he  could  be : 
depended  upon  to  answer  a  summons ; ! 
whether  he  is  aware  that  on  the  hearing ' 
of  the  case  the  prosecution  withdrew  two  ' 
oi  the  letters ;  that  the  prosecutor  ad- 
mitted that  he  saw  no  threat  in  the  third ;  | 


and  that  with  regard  to  the  last  letter, 
upon  which  the  prosecution  mainly  relied, 
the  presiding  magistrate  in  dismissing  the 
charge  said  it  suggested  no  course  which 
was  not  strictly  reasonable  and  honour- 
able for  anyone  to  have  taken ;  and 
further  stated  that  the  magistrates  re- 
gretted very  much  that  Mr.  Williams  had 
been  put  to  annoyance  and  inconvenience, 
and  to  the  temporary  deprivation  of  his 
liberty ;  and  whether  the  Treasury  in- 
tend to  r^mburse  Mr.  Williams  the  costs 
he  has  incurred  in  defending  himself. 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  (Sir 
R.  Webster,  Isle  of  Wight) :  The 
answer  to  the  first  and  third  paragraphs 
of  my  honourable  and  learned  friend's 
question  is  in  the  affirmative.  As  re- 
gards the  second,  before  application  was 
made  for  a  warrant,  full  inquiries  were 
made.  I  have  most  carefully  considered 
the  whole  of  the  circumstances  of  the 
case,  and  there  is  in  my  opinion  no 
ground  for  suggesting  that  the  Treasury 
should  reimburse  Mr.  Williams  the  costs 
he  has  incurred  in  defending  himself. 

GALWAY  POSTAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,  Conne- 
mara) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  representing  the  Postmaster 
General,  whether  he  is  aware  that  great 
inconvenience  is  occasioned  by  the  late 
delivery  of  letters  in  Carna,  Letterfrack, 
and  other  districts  in  Connemara,  and  if 
steps  will  be  taken  to  cause  an  earlier  and 
more  punctual  delivery  of  letters  in  those 
districts ;  and  whether  he  will  institute  a 
Sunday  delivery  of  letters  in  Gama. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  Considering  the  ex- 
posed nature  of  the  roads  and  the  bad 
weather  in  the  winter,  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  avoidalile  delay  in 
the  recent  working  of  the  mail  cars.  The 
present  arrangements  involve  an  expendi- 
ture much  in  excess  of  the  rev  enue,  and 
increased  eitpense  for  affording  an  accele- 
rated service  is  not  warranted.  In  view 
of  the  deficiency  of  reveiuie  a  Sunday 
post  to  Carna  would  not  be  justified. 

TELEGRAPH  DELAYS  AT  OLDHAM. 

Mr.  RUNCIMAN  (Oldham) :  I  l)eg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasur3',  as  repre- 
senting the  Postmaster  General,  whether 
the  Postmaster  General  has  received 
representations  from  the  Oldham^hambei 
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PAUPER  REMOVALS  IN  IRELAND. 
Mr.  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the- 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  the  grievance  endured 
by  the  City  of  Dublin  owing  to  the 
absence  of  any  law  of  removal  in  the 
case  of  pau|)er8  and  pauper  lunatics  such 
as  exists  in  England  and  Wales;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  iaet  that  large^ 
numbers  of  those  classes  are  chargeable 
on  the  rates  of  the  City  of  Dubhn  and 
have  no  connection  with  it,  he  will  con- 
sider the  advisability  of  assimilating  the 
law  of  the  two  countries,  and  so  enable 
the  charge  of  such  to  rest  on  t^eir  re- 
spective aistricta  within  Ireland. 

The  ATTOKNEY  GENERAL  fob 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bai^vr)  : 
The  suggestion  in  the  question  is  that  the 
English  law  of  settlement  should  be 
applied  to  Ireland.  The  Chief  Secretary 
is  not  aware  that  any  representations 
have  been  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  favour  of  such  a  proposal,  and 
he  is  unable  to  advise  that  it  should  be 
adopted. 


of  Commerce  as  to  the  serious  delays 
experienced  in  telegraphic  communication 
between  Oldham  and  London  and  the 
South  of  England ;  what  steps  are  being 
taken  to  remedy  this  grievance  ;  whether, 
in  view  of  the  great  commercial  import- 
uice  at  Oldham,  the  Postmaster  General 
has  contemplatod  the  necessity  for  direct 
telegraphic  facilitiea  being  provided 
between  Oldham  and  London;  and 
whether  it  is  the  only  town  in  England 
with  a  population  of  over  140,000  which 
is  not  provided  with  a  direct  wire  to 
London. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  Postmaster 
General  is  not  aware  that  there  is  any 
general  delay  in  the  transmission  of 
Oldham  telegrams.  He  has  been  giving 
very  careful  attention  to  the  question 
of  providing  d^ect  telegraphic  facilities 
between  OBham  and  London,  but  he 
finds  that  the  number  of  telegrams  is  not 
sufficient  to  justify  a  direct  wire.  The 
answer  to  the  hon.  Member's  last  ques- 
tion is  in  the  affinnative.  The  point  to 
be  considered  is,  however,  not  the  popula- 
tion but  the  traffic. 

KILDARE  POSTAL  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  FIELD:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  much  delay  is  experienced  in  the 
delivery  of  letters  to  StrafTan,  Celbridge, 
and  Kildare  ;  and  whether  he  wiU  cause 
inquiry  to  be  made  and  a  quicker  system 
of  delivery  adopted. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  hon.  Member 
presumably  refers  to  applications  which 

have  been  made  for  an  additional  delivery  ^^^^^    

of  letters  at  Strailan  beginning  at  about ;  J^^g^^^tJ^^^ol  t"^^^ 
10  o'clock  at  night.  These  applications  ■ 
have  been  fully  considered,  but  masmuch 
as  there  is  already  a  deliverv  onnmencing 
as  late  as  7.50  p.m,,  the  later  delivery 
asked  for  would  be  of  service  to  very  few 
residents  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
Postmaster  General  does  not  consider  that 
such  a  delivery  would  be  warranted.  At 
Celbridge  there  hav^  it  appears,  been 
some  sught  delays  in  commencing  the 
evening  delivery,  but  arrangements  are 
about  to  be  made  for  ensuring  greater 
punctuality  in  future.  .  The  Postmaster 
General  is  not  aware  that  much  deky  has 
taken  place  in  the  deliveiy  of  letters  at 
Kildare,  but  he  will  have  inquiry  made 
on  the  subject. 


SALE  OF  EXPLOSIVES  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any 
new  regulation  has  recently  been  issued 
to  vendors  of  explosives  to  refuse  to  sell 
powder  to  road  contractors  for  blasting 
purposes  unless  the  person  applying  has 
procm^  a  red  license ;  and  whether,  see- 
ing that  it  was  the  custom  formerly  to- 
give  powder  on  any  nuudatrate's  order,, 
this  regulation  can  be  wi^drawn  and  the- 


Mr.   ATKINSON  (for   Mr.  G. 
Balbour)  :  No  new  regulation  baa  been 
issued  of  the  nature  mentioned  in  the 
question. 


LICENCES  TO  CARRY  ARMS  IN- 
IRELAND. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FAREELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  on  what  grounds  a 
licence  to  carry  arms  has  been  refused  to- 
Mr.  James  O'Neill,  vice-chairman  of 
Longford  Board  of  Guardians ;  whether 
he  IS  aware  that  three  magistrates,  in- 
cluding the  High  Sheriff  tot  1900  for- 
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•County  Longford,  recommended  him  as 
■a  fit  and  proper  person  to  receive  a 
iicence ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  he 
stated  he  only  required  the  gun  to 
•destroy  vermin  on  his  land,  an  order 
will  now  be  given  to  Mr.  Kilkelly,  E.M., 
to  issue  the  necessary  certificate  forth- 
■with. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  discretion  of  granting  or 
withholding  a  licence  to  carry  firearms  is 
vested  by  law  in  the  resident  magistrate, 
-who  is  the  licensing  officer,  and  it  would  | 
be  contrary  to  the  invariable  practice  to 
<liscIo8e  the  reasons  which  actuated  him,  ' 
in  the  exercise  of  his  discretion,  in  refus- 1 
ing  to  grant  a  licence  in  any  particular 
<»ae.    Mr.  Rilkelly  has  no  recollection  ; 
lhat  the  fact  is  as  alleged  in  the  second  ; 
paragraph,  and  as  regards  the  third  para- 
graph tiie  matter  is  not  om  calling  for 
the  interference  of  the  Government.  i 


IRISH  LAND  COURT  RETURNS. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I  beg  ' 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Xaeutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will  state  , 
down  to  what  year  returns  have  up  to  the  : 
present  been   made  out  for  the  ]>and 
■Judge  under  the  Rules  made  pursuant  to 
Sec.  40  of  the  Idtnd  Law  (Ireland)  Act, 
1896,  of  estates  to  which  that  section  in 
the  first  instance  apprlies ;  how  far  the 
returns  already  presented  have  been  gone  ; 
through  by  the  Judge  in   the  regular 
course ;  how  many  requests  have  been 
issued  by  the  Judge  to  the  Land  Com- 
mission under  the  section ;  how  many 
reports  have  been  made  by  the  Land 
Commission  pursuant  to  such  requests  ;  \ 
how  many  estates  have  been  offered  for  j 
«ale  to  the  tenants  under  the  section  and  1 
accepted  by  the  tenanted  and  what  the ' 
number  of  such  tenants  is,  and  the  total ' 
Amount  of  the  purchase  money;  bow 
many  estates  have  been  actually  vested  in 
the  tenants  under  the  section,  and  what 
the   number  of  such  tenants  is ;  and 
whether  the  offer  of  sale  to  the  tenants  ; 
has  been  refused  by  them  in  any  and 
what  cases. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  Keturns,  such  as  referred  to, 
have  been  prepared  so  far  as  they  relate 
to  cases  in  which  receivers  were  appointed 
prior  to  1891,  and  all  the  estates  com- 
prised in  these  returns  have  been  dealt 


with  by  the  Land  Judge  with  a  view  to 
their  being  sold  under  the  40th  section, 
or  of  determining  whether  they  were 
estates  to  which  the  provisions  of  that 
section  apply.  The  return  for  the  period 
between  1891  and  1896  is  in  course  of 
preparation  and  is  almost  complete.  The 
number  of  requests  lodged  with  the  Land 
Commission  under  the  section  is  164; 
the  number  of  estates  in  which  the  Land 
Commission  have  made  their  reports  to 
the  Land  Judge  is  127  ;  the  number  of 
estates  in  which  orders  of  the  Land 
Judge  have  been  lodged  with  the  Land 
Commission  is  81  ;  the  Land  Commission 
have  made  offers  in  the  case  of  74  estates 
to  1,247  tenants,  of  whom  1,101  have 
accepted  these  offers,  and  146  have  not 
accepted  them,  while  advances  amounting 
to  ^230,197  have  been  made  to  802 
tenants  for  the  purchase  of  their  holdings 
on  54  estates.  In  the  case  ai  seven 
estates  where  the  Orders  of  the  Land 
Judge  have  been  received  and  where 
offers  have  not  beju  made,  the  offer  are  in 
course  of  preparation  and  some  of  them 
will  be  made  within  a  few  days.  The  total 
amount  of  the  purchase  monev  in  the 
case  of  the  146  tenants  who  iiave  not 
accepted  the  offers  made  to  them  is 
X49,778. 

BALDWIN'S  ESTATE. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY:  I  b^  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  be  will  state  the 
date  when  the  request  by  the  Land 
Judge  for  a  report  under  Section  40  of 
the  Land  Act  of  1896,  in  the  case  of 
Baldwin's  estate,  was  lodged  with  the 
Land  Commission,  and  also  the  date 
when  the  valuation  of  the  estate  by  the 
Land  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  the 
report  was  comt^eted;  what  has  caused 
the  delay  by  the  Land  Commission  in 
reporting  to  the  Land  Judge ;  and  when 
their  report  will  be  presented. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  The  request  was  lodged  with  the 
Land  Commission  on  8th  April,  1899, 
and  the  valuation  of  the  estate  was  com- 
pleted on  24th  August.  The  report  of 
the  Land  Commissioners  was  forwarded 
to  the  Land  Judge  on  the  15th  ultimo. 

FREEMANTLE  AS  A  PORT  OF  CALL 
FOR  AUSTRALIAN  MAIL  STEAMERS. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
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Postmaster  General,  whether  his  depart- 
ment has  any  objection  to  Freemantle 
being  made  a  port  of  call  for  the  Aus- 
tralian mail  steamers  now  that  this 
harbour  is  capable  of  accommodating  the 
largest  steamers. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  only  objection 
is  the  sli^t  loss  of  time  in  the  passi^ 
to  and  fram  the  Auatral'^an  porta  beyond 
Western  Australia.    This  objection  the 
Postmaster  General  does  not  consider 
serious,  and  at  the  request  of  the  Aus- 
tralian Governments  collectively,  power 
was  taken  in  the  present  mail  contracts 
to  require  this  change  of  the  contractors 
on  allowing  them  additional  time  for  the 
detour.     The  Colonies  are  not    now ' 
unanimous  in  desiring  the  change,  and 
the  Postmaster  General  understands  that  i 
all  save  Western  Australia  object  to  the  ! 
slight  extension  of  time  demanded  by  the  | 
contractors.    The  matter  is  still  under  i 
consideration.  | 

MEMBERS'  ROOMS  AT  THE  HOUSE.  ' 

Mr.  HARWOOD  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  ! 
First  Commissioner  of  Works  whether,  i 
especially  in  view  of  announced  official  [ 
changes,  it  is  possible  to  improve  the 
very  inadequate  accommodation  now  given  . 
to  members  in  the  reading,  tea,  and  smoke 
rooms. 

The  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akers  Douglas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine's) :  I  hare  not  lost  sight  of 
the  question  of  the  improvement  of  the 
accommodation  in  this  House,  but  I  am 
not  yet  in  a  position  to  make  any  detailed 
statement. 


House  and  the  country  upon  the  questions 
of  home  defence,  which  are  agitating,  or 
at  all  events  deeply  interesting,  the  public 
mind  at  the  present  moment.  I  sh&U 
probably  have  to  ask  the  House,  l>efore 
entering  upon  that  business,  to  pass  the 
ordinary  sessional  rule  with  regard  to 
Supply,  and  I  shall  also  have  to  ask  thenx 
to  give  the  Government  facilities,  with 
regard  to  financial  business  alone,  in 
oraer  that  we  may  get  through  our 
necessary  financial  work  befiore  Slst 
March. 

Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire. 
E.)  :  Is  it  intended  to  take  Tuesdays  up 
to  Slst  March  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  shall  have 
to  ask  facilities  with  regard  to  Tuesdays, 
but  there  ia  one  Tuesday  which  I  notice 
it  is  intended  should  be  devoted  to  a 
motion  connected  with  an  inquiry  into  the 
raid.  My  ri^ht  hon.  friend  the  Secretary 
for  the  Golomes  yesterday  declined  to  deal 
with  that  subject  in  his  speech,  saWng 
that  he  would  reserve  what  he  had  to*  say 
for  that  motion  to  be  brought  forward. 
Under  those  circumstances  it  would  be 
highly  improper  that  the  Government 
should  impose  any  obstacle  in  the  wa}'  of 
that  motion  being  considered.  I  ought, 
however,  to  guard  myself  by  saying  that 
it  may  be  necessary — it  depends  on  the 
state  of  our  financial  woik; — to  take  a 
morning  sitting  on  that  Tuesday. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Are  you  going  to 
take  Wednesdays  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  r  Not. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  if  he  can 
now  state  what  he  proposes  ^all  be  the 
course  of  business  in  the  House  imme- 
diately after  the  debate  on  the  Address  in 
reply  to  the  Gracious  Speech  from  the 
Throne  is  concluded. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  first  busi- 
ness of  substance  after  the  Address  is 
concluded  will  be  the  introduction  by  my 
hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
of  supplementary  Army  Estimates  con- 
nected with  the  war,  and  in  introducing 
those  estimates  he  will  make  the  state- 
ment 80  anxiously  expected  both  by  the  , 


I  BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (QUEENV 
I  SPEECH— MOTION  FOB  AN  AI>DKESS). 

I    Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Before  morin^ 
j  the  first  motion  which  stands  on  the 
!  Paper  in  my  name,  I  wish  to  qualify  a 
I  statement  I  made  in  answer  to  the  hon. 
I  and  learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
North  Louth,  who  asked  me  whether  we 
proposed  to  take  Wednesdays.  We  do  not 
propose  to  take  Wednesdays^  but  as  there 
is  financial  business  which  must  be  passed 
before  the  31st  of  March,  it  is  con- 
ceivable, though  I  believe  it  is  eztremelr 
improbable,  that  we  shall  have  to  tkak 
for  facilities  with  regard  to  Wednesdays. 
I  say  that  in  order  to  gnard  against  any 
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charge  of  breach  of  faith,  should  that 
luexpected  contingency  arise. 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Address  in  answer  to  Her  Majesty's 
Speech  have  precedence  this  day  and  to- 
morrow of  the  Notices  of  Motions  and  of 
the  other  Orders  of  the  D&y.—(Mr.  A.  J, 
Balfmr.) 

SITTINGS  UF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMPTION 
FROM  THE  STANDING  ORDER) 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  on  the 
Address,  if  under  discussion  at  Twelve 
o'clock  this  night,  be  not  interrupted 
under  the  Standing  Order  sittings  of  the 
House.— (.Vr.  A.  f,  Balfour.) 


NEW  BILLS. 


LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  give  the  ratepayers  the  direct 
(XHitrol  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  their  re- 
spective areas,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Govan),  Mr.  Col- 
ville,  Mr.  Cameron  Corbett,  Jlr.  Souttar, 
Sir  William  Dunn,  Mr.  Hedderwiok,  Mr. 
M-Lfcod,  and  Dr.  Clark. 

LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

"To  give  the  ratepayers  the  direct 
control  of  the  liquor  traffic  in  their  re- 
spective areas,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  3nd  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  63.] 

VAGRANTS'  CHILDREN  PROTECTION. 

Bill  for  the  further  protection  of  the 
Children  of  Vagrants,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Drage,  Earl  Percy,  Mr. 
Birrell,  and  Mr.  John  Bums. 

VAtiRANTR'  CHILDREN  PROTECTION 
BILL. 

^*For  the  further  protection  of  the 
Children  of  Vagrants,'  presented,  and 
read  the  first  time ;  to  he  read  a  second 
time  upon  Monday  next,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  64.] 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS  (GRANTS  IN 
AID). 

ffill  to  enable  School  Boards  in  certain 
county  boroughs  to  make  grants  in  aid 
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of  efficient  Voluntary  Schools;  and  for 
other  purposes,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  I^wrence,  Sir  James  Fergusson^ 
Mr.  Warr,  Sir  John  William  Maclure, 
Mr.  Tomlinson,  Mr.  David  Maclver,  and 
Sir  George  Fardell. 

VOLUNTARY  SCHOOLS   (GRANTS  IN 
AID)  BILL. 

"To  enable  School  Boards  in  certain 

county  boroughs  to  make  Grants  in  Aid 
of  efficient  Voluntary  Schools;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  2nd  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[Bill  65.] 

REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTORS. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
qualification  and  Registration  of  Electors 
at  any  election  in  England  and  Wales 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  M'Kenna, 
Sir  William  Harcourt,  Mr.  Samuel 
Evans,  Mr.  Brynmor  Jones,  Mr.  Alfred 
Thomas,  and  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas. 

REGISTRATION  OF  ELECTORS  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Qualification  and  Registration  of  Electors 
at  any  election  in  England  and  Wales," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Monday,  19th 
February,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  68.] 

LAND   VALUES  TAXATION 
(SCOTLAND). 

Bill  for  the  Taxation  for  local  purposes 
of  Land  Values  in  burghs  in  Scouand, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Sir  Charles 
C^eron,  Mr.  Caldwell,  Mr.  John  Wilson, 
Mr.  IVovand,  Dr.  Clark,  and  Mr.  Colville. 

LAND  VALUES  TAXATION  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL. 

"  For  the  taxation  for  local  purposes  of 
Land  Values  in  burghs  in  Scotland," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
2l8t  March,  and  to  be  pnnted.    [Bill  66.] 

UQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(WALES). 

Bill  to  enable  owners  and  occupiers  in 
Wales  to  have  effectual  control  over  the 
Liquor  Traffic,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Mr.  Herbert  Roberts,  Mr.  foynmor 
Jones,  Mr.  Alfred  Thomas,  Mr.  Lloyd- 
Gooige,  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  and  Mr. 
Griffith. 
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LIQUOR  TRAFFIC  LOCAL  VETO 
(WALES)  BILL. 

"  To  enable  owners  and  occupiers  in 
Wales  to  have  effectual  control  over  the 
Liquor  Traffic,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  2nd  May,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  67.] 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[Sixth  Day's  Debate.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Amendment  [30th  January] 
to  Question  [30th  January],  "That  an 
humble  Address  l>e  presented  to  Her 
Majesty,  as  followeth  : — 

Most  G^racioits  SaverHgn, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  'dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in 
Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to  offer 
our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty  for 
the  Gracious  Speech  which  Your  Majesty 
has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of  Parlia- 
ment."— (Captain  Pretynuin.) 

And  which  Amendment  was — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  wordt*, 
'  But  we  humbly  express  our  regret  at  the 
want  of  knowledge,  foresight,  and  jndgment 
displayed  by  Your  Majesty's  adviHers,  alike, 
in  their  oondnct  of  South  Afrieui  afiairs  since 
1895,  and  in  their  preparations  for  the  war  now 
proceeding.'  "—{Loi-aEdmond  Fiizmaurice. ) 

Question  again  proposed — "  That  those 
words  be  there  added!'* 

Debate  resumed. 

*Mr.  ASQUITH  (Fifeshire,  E.)  :  lam 
aware  that  the  initiation  and  continuanceof 
this  debate  is  regarded  by  some  people, 
whose  judgment  is  entitled  to  respect^  with 
great  dis&vour.  It  is  even  represented 
as  the  device  of  a  factious  Opposition, 
anxious  by  one  and  the  same  expedient 
to  cloak  its  own  domestic  dissensions 
and  to  create  in  the  eyes  of  the  world 
the  appearance  of  a  divided  nation.  I 
repudiate  that  charge  with  all  the  em- 
phasis that  I  can  command,  and  in  sup- 
port of  that  rapudiation  I  am  not  afraid 
to  appeal  to  the  experience  of  the  last 
three  months.  The  times  have  been 
trying;  confident  hope  has  had  to  ^ve 
way  to  bitter  &nd   reiterated  disap- 


pointment ;  the  temper  and  the  mettle  oi 
our  people  has  been  put  to  the  severest 
test  that  any  of  us  can  recall.  During 
those  anxious  weeks  the  voice  of  party 
has  been  stilled,  and  we  of  the  Opposition 
have  done  what  in  us  lay,  by  silence  or, 
where  it  seemed  fitting  and  necessary,  by 
speech,  to  the  best  of  our  ability  to  main- 
tain the  unity  of  the  national  troab  and 
the  height  of  the  national  resolve.  I  am 
not  claiming  any  credit  for  us  on  that 
account,  and  I  trust  and  believe  Uiat  the 
1  party  opposite,  in  a  like  case,  would  have 
done  the  same  by  us,  had  we  for  the  time 
being  been  the  trustees  of  the  national 
fortunes.  But  it  is  not  a  little  singular 
that  the  accusations  to  which  I  am  re- 
ferring come  with  the  greatest  vehemence 
from  quarters  from  which  less  than  a 
month  ago,  in  the  very  darkest  hour  of 
the  war,  a  torrent  of  denunciation  was 
being  daily  poured,  without  stint,  with- 
out scruple,  and  I  will  add  witibout 
shame,  upon  our  statesmen  in  the  Cabinet^ 
and  even  upon  our  generals  in  the  field. 
In  that  noisy  demonstration  of  panic 
and  clamour  I  am  glad  to  remember 
that  not  a  single  Member  of  the 
Opposition  condescended  to  take  part. 
We  are  therefore,  I  think,  entitled  to  the 
presumption  that  in  raising  this  debate 
we  have  not  been  animated  by  a  reckless 
spirit  of  partisanship,  and  that  we  hare 
not  forgotten  the  obligations  of  patriotic 
reserve.  I  will  go  further  and  say,  as  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  said  last  night,  that  if  we 
had  not  raised  the  debate  we  should  have 
been  abdicating  the  functions  which  it  is 
the  primary  business  of  the  Opposition  to 
;  discharge.  What  was  vhe  situation  in 
j  which  the  country  found  itself  when 
;  Parliament  met  1  We  had  been  engaged 
for  over  three  months  in  a  war  which, 
for  the  reversal  of  expectations,  for  the 
bewildering  exhibition  of  inexplicable 
strategy,  and  ior  the  ^most  unbroken 
series  of  reverses  and  disasters,  has 
no  parallel  in  our  history  since  the  days 
of  the  administration  of  Lord  North. 
And,  while  this  disquieting  and  baffling 
spectacle  was  unfolding  itself  before  the 
eyes  of  the  people,  what  was  the  attitude 
and  what  have  been  the  declarations  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers  1  We  have  bad 
alarums  and  excursions  at  Leicester ;  we 
have  had  rambling  apologetics  at 
Manchester ;  and  we  had,  only  a 
week  ago — as  lately  as  the  first  lugfat 
of    the    session  —  dedarations  from 
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tlie    two    leading    Ministers    of  the 
Crown  in  the   two  Houses  of  Parlia^ 
meat  hopelessly  at  issue  and  irreconcil- 
able one  with  the  other  on  elementary 
«nd  yet  vital  qaerti<m8  of  fact.    I  appeal 
to  any  candid  and  fair-judging  man — 
whether  he  sits  in  this  House  or  whether 
lie  walks  the  streets — if  in  such  a  situa- 
tion it  was  not  both  the  right  and  the 
4iuty  of  the  Opposition  to  challenge  the 
Executive  Government  "to  give  an  account 
of  their  stewardship.    I  agree  entirely 
with  what  my  right  hon.  friend  said  last 
night  that  the  course  which  we  have 
taken  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
principles  of  the  Ccmatitution  as  they  have 
been  understood  and  practised  by  all  the 
.great  statesmen  of  mther  party  in  the 
past.    I  know  that  the  British  Constitu- 
tion is  for  the  moment  out  of  favour,  not 
only  with  professors  of  poetry  and  the 
melancholy  tribe  of  idealists,  but  out  of 
favour  with  the  leading  Members  of  Her 
Majesty's  (Joveriiment.    It  is  a  melan- 
choly state  of  things  when  the  Prime 
Minister  a^d  the  Constitution  fall  out 
with  one  another ;  but,  as  Lord  Salisbury 
has  already  made  a  public  apology  to  his 
other  bfte  noire — the  Treasury-rl  think 
we  may  cherish  the  hope  that  before 
many   d^s  are  over  he   will  again 
<lon    the   white   sheet,    and,    in  the 
same  handsome  fashion,  '*  make  it  up " 
with  the  British  Constitution.    The  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
in  his  brilliant  and  powerful  speech  the 
other  night,  appealed  to  us  in  his  closing 
sentences,  and  spoke  of  this  House  by  the 
title  of  "  Mother  of  Parliaments."  Yes, 
but   before   this    House  enjoyed  the 
privil^es  of  motherhood  it  was,  what 
it   still  is,  and   what  I  hope  it  will 
always  continue  to  be,   "The  Grand 
Ino,uest  of  the  Nation."   Sir,  this  debate 
has  developed,  as  it  might  have  been  ex- 
pected to  do,  differences  of  opinion  as  to 
the  apportionment  of   responsibility  for 
the  outbreak  of  the  war.    It  would  be 
aflectation  on  my  part  to  deny  the  existence 
of  such  difTerences,  though  I  think  when 
theycoraetobe  examined  they  will  befound 
to  be  differences  not  of  principle,  nor  even 
of  policy,  but  differences  for  the  most  part 
as  to  the  true  interpretation  of  a  series  of 
hisUnicat  events.    But  I  shall  imitate  the 
frankness  of  those  who  have  preceded 
me,  and,  as  I  believe  it  to  be  the  duty  of 
everybody  who  rises  in  debate  to  support 
this  Amendment,  I  shall,  if  the  House 
will  permit  me,  in  two  or  three  sentences 


endeavour  to  make  clear  my  own  position. 
Speaking  to  my  own  constituents  in  the 
rarly  days  of  the  month  of  September, 
when  the  n^otiations  were  just  reaching 
their  most  mtical  state,  and  with  the  in- 
formation which  I  then  possessed — think* 
ing,  I  believe,  with  nine-tenths,  nay,  I 
might  say  99-l00th8,  of  my  fellow-country- 
men, that  a  war  such  as  this  was  an 
unthinkable  catastrophe — I  expressed  the 
opinion  that  if  such  a  war  were  to  break 
out  it  would  be  a  reproach  to  statesman- 
ship and  a  calamity  to  South  Africa.  I 
had  that  opinion  then  ;  I  hold  it  still.  I 
do  not  belong  to  either  of  the  fashionable 
schools  of  fatalism.  I  do  not  think  that 
the  epithet  "  inevitable,"  in  the  sense  in 
which  it  is  commonly  employed,  is  any 
more  applicable  to  the  outbreak  of  this  war 
than  it  is  to  the  blunders  and  disasters 
which  have  attended  its  prosecution.  I 
never  heard  and  never  read  in  history  of 
a  war  which  could  not  have  been  avoided 
by  the  exercise  upon  both  aides  of  two 
very  commonplace  but  not  very  common 
qufuities — good  sense  and  good  faith.  I 
say,  upon  both  sides  ;  because  if  it  is  true 
that  it  takes  two  to  make  a  quarrel,  it  is 
equally  true  that  it  may  take  two  to  avoid 
it^  I  am  going  to  speak  my  own  convictions. 
I  know  tbey  are  not  shared  b^  all  those 
who  sit  around  me.  But  I  wish  to  affirm 
two  propositions,  not  as  covering  the 
entire  ground,  or  exhausting  the  case — 
two  propositions  to  which  I  should 
like  to  appeal  for  almost  general 
assent.  The  first  proposition  is  that 
this  war  was  not  intended  nor  desired  by 
the  Government  of  Great  Britain.  It  is  a 
totally  different  question  whether  other 
steps  should  have  been  taken  to  avoid 
it ;  but  the  absence  of  any  such  intention 
or  desire  is  in  my  opinion,  I  would  not 
say  a  justification,  but  is  the  only 
explanabon  of  the  state  of  military 
unpreparedness  in  which  we  found 
ourselves,  ily  second  propmition — I  do 
not  know  whether  it  will  meet  with  an 
equally  general  assent — -is  that  this  is  a 
war  which  should  atid  could  have  been 
avoided  by  President  Kruger.  Proposals 
were  put  forward  at  a  very  early  period 
in  the  month  of  September,  and  un»d 
upon  his  acceptance,  not  only  by  Her 
{  Majesty's  Government,  but  by  men 
I  belonging  to  every  shade  and  school  of 
I  political  opinion  in  this  kingdom,  as  on 
{ the  one  hand  perfectly  compatible  with 
I  the  maintenance  of  the  independence  of 
!  his  own  State,  and  on  the  other  hand 
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an  instalment— a  proper  and  legiti- 
mate instalment — of  the  long-delayed  and 
over-due  debt  of  jiistice  to  the  British 
population  in  the  Transvaal.  If  these  pro- 

Cls  had  been  accepted  there  would 
I  been  no  war.     TTiey  were  rejected, 
and  that   rejection  was  followed  by 
demands  which  were  known  to  he  im- 
poasible,  and  intended  to  be  refused,  and 
V        invasion  and  the  annexation  of 
^tash  territory.     Mr.   Speaker,  if  I 
thought  that  the  negotiations  carried  on 
by  our  Government   had  been  a  mere 
cloak  and  a  pretext ;  if  I  thought  that 
they  had    behind    them  the  ulterior, 
though  unavowed,  purpose  of  sapping  the 
independence  and  paving  the  way  for  the 
annexation  of  the  Transvaal ;  if  I  thought, 
worse   than    all,  that    Her  Majesty's 
(Government    had   allowed  themselves 
to  beoome  the  dupes  and  the  took, 
conscious   or  unconscious,   of  a  gang 
of  interested  speculators  ;  why,  then, 
despite  the  invasion  of  British  territory, 
d^ite  the  loss  of  British  life,  I  do  not 
think  I  should  have  been  able  to  reconcile  \ 
it  with  my  conscience  to  vote  for  a  single 
halfpenny  for  the  further  prosecution  of 
this  war.    But  that  is  not  the  opinion,  I 
believe,  either  of  the  House  of  Commons  ; 
or  of  the  gi'eat  majority  of  the  people  of ' 
this  country.    It  is  because  it  is  not ! 
their  opinion  that,  however  much  many 
of  us  may  find  to  criticise  and  even  con- ' 
demn  in  the  conduct  of  the  negotiations  ' 
with  the  Transvaal,  we  are,  as  regards 
the  duty  and  the  necessity  of  carrj'ing  on  . 
the  war,  a  united  Parliament  and  a  united  \ 
people.    Sir,  the  Colonial  Secretary  last 
night  put  to  me  and  to '  others  this  ques- 
tion :   "  How,"  he  said,  "  holding  the 
views  that  you  do  as  to  the  origin  of  the  ' 
war,  can  you  with  logic  and  consistency  i 
impeach  the  knowledge,  the  foresight,  , 
and  the  judgment  of  the  Grovernment  ?  "  j 
I  am  not  emhamased  by  the  challenge,  j 
It  is  one  thing  to  assert^  as  I  am  pre- 
pared to  do,  for  the  reason  I  have  given  to  I 
the  House,  that  this  war  was,  in  the  last 
resort,  forced  upon  us,  and  that  we  can  ' 
engage  in  it  with  clean  hands  and  a  clear 
conscience.    It  is  another  and  a  totally  ■ 
different  thing  to  approve  or  condone  the 
methods,  the  temper,  and  the  judgment 
with   which,  from  time  to  time,  our  j 
part    in    this    adventure    has  been 
handled   and    our   case  presented   to  I 
the    world.     For    my   part,   I    am ; 
prepared  to  maintain,  nor  do  I  think  it 
can  be  seriously  denied,  that  there  have  | 

Mr,  Atqmth, 


been  at  various  stages  from  the  beginning 
almost  up  to  the  end  of  these  transactions, 
a  demonstrable  lack  of  both  insight  and 
foresight.  Sir,  the  House  of  Commons 
would  be  justly  indignant  with  me  were 
I,  at  this  stage  of  the  debate,  to  travel  in 
detail  over  familiar  and  much-trodden 
^und.  I  will,  therefore,  indicate  only 
in  the  broadest  outiine  two  or  three  of 
what  seem  to  many  of  us  to  be  the  salient 
features  of  the  case.  In  the  first  place 
who  can  deny — does  anybody  deny  f — 
that  the  Government,  from  1895  down  to 
the  present  day,  has  done  little  or  nothing 
to  mitigate,  and  not  a  little  to  intensify, 
the  temper  of  suspiciousness  on  the 
part  of  the  Boers,  which  has  been 
such  a  serious  and  dangerous  factor  in  the 
whole  business  ?  The  Boers  chaied,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  very  justly 
told  us  last  night — they  chafed  from  the 
first  at  the  fet-ters  imposed  on  their  re- 
stored independence  by  the  Conventions 
of  Pretoria  and  London.  All  along  they 
have  suspected  us  of  a  design  of  still 
further  curtailing  that  independence. 
Sir,  I  believe  from  my  heart  that  no  re- 
sponsible statesman  in  this  country 
ever  had  any  such  purpose.  But  that  was 
all  the  more  reason  for  not  giving  that 
temper  of  suspicion  and  distrust  any 
colour  or  pretext.  I  won't  go  over  again 
the  stoiy  told  so  often  in  this  debate,  of  the 
raid,  and  the  inadequate  punishment  of 
those  who  took  part  in  ili ;  of  the  inquiry 
cut  short,  just  at  the  point,  rememlier, 
when  on  the  assumption  of  Imperial  com- 
plicity, it  was  convenient  and  even  neces- 
sary to  stop  it ;  of  the  public  and 
formal  rehabilitation  of  the  chief  offender. 
I  say  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  who 
impartially  reviews  these  facts,  realising 
on  the  one  hand  the  pre-existing  and  not 
unnatural  temper  of  the  Boer  population 
themselves,  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  ambiguous  treatment  which  that 
criminal  adventure  had  meted  out  to  it  by 
the  Government  oi  this  country,  to  deny 
that  there  is  one  point  on  which  we  must 
necessarily  convict  the  Government  of 
want  of  foresight  and  judgment.  I  pass  on 
to  a  later  date,  when  we  began  our  negotia- 
tions for  the  redress  of  the  grievances  of 
the  Uitlanders.  Have  we  not  there  also 
fresh  evident^  of  the  same  defects  i  For 
my  part,  I  think  the  Grovernment  were  afA 
only  entitled  but  bound  to  take  the 
case  of  the  Uitlanders.  I  go  further,  and 
say  that  having  taken  up  the  caae  they 
should  have  persevered  effectually  to  the 
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end.  But  they  ought  to  have  known, 
they  must  have  known,  when  they  entered 
on  these  negotiations  at  that  time, 
that  they  were  entering  on  slippery 
ground.  They  knew  of  the  armaments 
of  the  Transvaal;  to  use  Sir  Alfred 
Milner's  phrase,  the  Transvaal  had 
been  converted  into  an  armed  camp. 
They  knew  of  the  defensive  treaty  be- 
tween the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free 
State,  and  experience  I  think  shows  that 
the  difference  between  a  defensive  and  an 
offensive  atliance  is  not  so  great  as  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  supposes.  They 
knew  further  that  we  were  at  a  distance 
of  7,000  miles  from  the  possible  scene  of 
action,  that  two  of  our  colonies  were  prac- 
tically denuded  of  all  means  of  defence,  and 
that  mobilisation  and  transport  of  troops 
would  take  weeks  and  even  months.  I  have 
said  that  in  my  belief  the  Government 
did  not  desire  or  intend  to  go  to  war,  but 
war,  as  was  now  admitted,  was  always 
possible.  Then  why  was  nothing  done, 
as  admittedly  nothing  was  done,  to  safe- 
guard the  territories  of  our  two  colonies 
frwn  this  invasion  1  I  will  not  say  much, 
indeed,  I  will  say  nothing,  about  the  nego- 
tiations^  or  about  that  curious  running 
commentary  of  speeches  by  which  they 
yrete  accomiianiea  both  in  and  out  of 
Parliament.  That  is  a  topic  already  suffi- 
ciently dealt  with.  The  right  bon. 
gentleman's  despatches  and  speeches  are 
HOW  the  property  of  the  recording  angel 
of  history.  Lilfra  scripta  imnet ;  what 
would  he  not  give  for  the  chance  of 
editing  them  to-^y  ? 

The  SECRETARY  op  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  I  wotdd  not  idter  a 
word. 

•Mr.  ASQUITH:  If  I  were  in  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  place  I  would  give 
A  great  deal  to  have  the  chance  of  un- 
dotting  some  of  the  i's,  of  uncrossing 
some  of  the  t's,  of  erasing  an  epithet 
here,  and  expunging  a  metaphor 
there.  I  pass  from  that  subject  to  the 
preparations  that  were  made  for  war 
when  war  had  become  probable  and  even 
nnminent.  It  ia  not  necessary  at  this 
stage  of  the  debate  to  labour  the  point. 
One  of  the  most  useful  results  of  this 
debate  has  been  that  the  pleas,  the 
excuses,  and  the  apologies  of  the 
Government  have,  one  after  another, 
been  thrown   away.     The  theory  of 


necessary  ignorance  was  followed  by 
the  theory  of  inevitable  accident. 
Both  are  now  abandoned.  The  Under 
Secretary  for  War  in  his  admirable 
speech  admitted  errors  of  judgment  which 
were  patent  to  all  the  world  with  a 
candour  which  made  all  the  more  impres- 
sive and  convincing  the  answers  to  the 
charges  which  he  was  able  to  give.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  repeated  the  admis- 
sions. The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has 
told  us  that  the  disasters  and  reverses  of 
this  campaign  could  be  traced  to  the  initial 
blunder  the  "  unhappy  entanglement 
at  Ladysmith."  What  was  the  origin  of 
that  unhappy  entcuiglement  %  I  hope  the 
House  has  read  the  White  Paper  which 
contains  the  coirespondence  with  the 
Oovemment  of  Natal,  but  in  case  it  has 
escaped  the  attention  of  any  one,  I 
will  trouble  the  House  with  two  of 
the  documents  that  appeared  in  that 
book.  Early  in  May  the  Governor 
of  Natal  had  informed  the  High  Com- 
missioner that  the  Ministers  of  Natal 
were  nervous  at  the  prospect  of  war.  The 
Governor  had  told  the  acting  Prime 
Minister  he  had  no  reason  to  anticipate 
hostilities,  but  if  the  British  Oovemment 
found  it  necessary  to  advance  fair  and 
reasonable  demands,  the  Natal  Grovera- 
ment  ought  to  give  the  British  Govern- 
ment unwavering  support.  The  Minister 
replied  that  he  would  gladly  do  as  the 
Governor  suggested,  but  he  feared  the 
consequences  to  Natal  if  the  British 
Government  drew  back  after  all.  On 
May  25th  Sir  Alfred  Milner  telegraphed 
to  the  Secretary  of  State : — 

"  T  have  telegraphed  following  to  the 
Governor  : — '  Yoa  can  tell  the  Minuter  from 
me  that  it  is  out  of  the  queation  that  any 
invasion  of  Natal  should  be  tolerated  by  Her 
Majesty'»  Government.'  Such  an  event  is 
highly  improbable,  I  think,  bnt  Natal  would 
be  defended  with  the  whole  force  of  the 
Empire." 

On  May  28th,  a  most  important  date,  the 
Secretary  of  State  sent  a  telegram  to  the 
High  Commissioner,  in  which  he  said : 
"  I  approve  of  your  message  to  the 
Governor  of  Natal  referred  to  in  your 
telegram  of  May  25."  That  meant  that 
the  Secretary  of  State,  on  behalf  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  confirmed  the 
assurance  given  to  the  Ministers  of  Natal 
that  the  invasion  of  that  colony  would  be 
resisted  by  the  whole  force  of  the  Empire. 
There  is  the  secret  of  the  unhappy 
entanglement  of  Ladysmith.  I  should 
like  to  know,  and  the  country  is  entitled 


Digitized  by 


739        Address  in  Answer  to         {COMMONS}         th^  Queen's  Speech.  740 


to  know,  whether  the  Colonial  Secretary 
consulted  the  War  OflSce  before  he  gave 
that  assurance.  Of  course,  from  what  we 
now  knov,  the  first  thing  the  War  Office 
would  have  said  was,  "  It  is  a  mad  pledge. 
We  cannot  defend  Natal.  The  whole  of 
Northern  Natal  must  be  exposed."  What 
bap^nedl  The  Ministers  of  Natal, 
relymg  upon  that  pledge,  were  very  in- 
dignant when  Laing's  Nek  was  abandoned ; 
they  were  indignant  when  Newcastle  was 
abandoned  ;  and  even  the  occupation  of 
Glencoe  and  Dundee  did  not  satisfy  their 
demands.  It  was  impossible  for  the 
Government,  after  giving  an  assurance  of 
that  kind,  to  retire  from  Ladysmith  and 
leave  the  whole  of  Northern  Natal  at  the 
mercy  of  an  invading  force.  I  pass  with 
a  sense  of  relief  to  the  present  time.  The 
position  at  this  momentlias  been  described 
by  the  Prime  Minister  as  a  position  of 
humiliation.  I  do  not  cavil  at  the  word, 
l>ut  I  venture  to  say,  and  here  I  think  I 
shall  have  the  genenil  agreement  of  the 
House,  that  there  is  no  ground  in  any- 
thing that  has  happened  in  the  past,  or 
in  anything  that  we  can  contemplate 
at  present,  for  the  croakings  of  pessi- 
mism, or  for  the  shivering  fits  of  panic. 
The  Colonial  Secretary,  in  an  eloquent 
passage  of  his  speech  last  night,  enume- 
rated the  resources  still  imexhausted,  still 
unimpaired,  which  this  country  has  at  its 
dispmal.  I  will  only  refer  to  two.  First  and 
foremost — it  is  the  thing,  I  think,  which 
strikes  the  imagination  of  us  all — there 
is  the  valour  and  discipline,  doubted 
beforehand  by  not  a  few  critics,  but 
abundantly  demonstrated  by  the  war,  of 
the  common  soldier.  Politicians  and 
generals  may  have  set  him  an  impossible 
task.  He  has  shown  that  the  word 
**  impossible  "  has  for  him  no  meaning, 
and  he  has  exhibited  qualities  which  have 
not  only  kindled  the  grateful  pride  of  his 
countrymen,  bat  have  conquered  the  re- 
luctant admiration  of  the  whole  world. 
Next,  in  the  spontaneous  and  enthusiastic 
loyalty  and  support  of  our  self-governing 
colonies  we  have  been  made  to  realise — 
and  this,  perhaps,  is  the  greatest  compen- 
sation, if  there  is  any  compensation,  for 
the  war  —that  our  Empire  is  not  a  name  or 
a  sentiment  merely,  but  that  it  is  a  fact  and  a 
force.  The  word  *'  Imperialism  "  has  been 
bandied  to  and  fro,  now  as  4  symbol,  now 
as  a  missile,  in  the  course  of  this  debate. 
In  my  judgment,  Imperialism  is  a  word 
of  good  or  of  bad  omen  according  to  the 
way  in  which  it  is  dehned.    It  is  a  word 
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which  has  no  attraction  for  me,  or,  I 
believe,  forthe  vast  majorityof  mycountry- 
men,  except  as  an  expression,  not  of  a 
policy  of  menace^  of  aggression,  of  sub- 
jugation, but  of  an  ideal  which  can  only 
be  realised  by  the  loyal  co-operation  for 
common  purposes  of  free  and  self-governing 
communities.  Butgreatasueourrasouroes, 
greater  still  is  the  responsibility  of  those 
who  direct  them.  The  Colonial  Secretary 
challenged  us  last  night  to  state  our  view 
of  the  end  that  was  to  be  attained.  I 
speak  only  for  myself,  but  I  believe  I  re- 
present the  feeling  of  many  other  hen. 
Alembers  when  I  say  that  the  end  to  be 
aimed  at  is,  first  and  foremost,  that  you 
should  have,  not  a  patched  up,  but  a 
durable  peace;  next,  that  it  must  be 
such  a  settlement  as  will,  at  any  rate, 
safeguard  our  colonies  against  the  risk 
of  ^rther  invasion  or  menace;  further, 
that  it  must  secure  for  both  races 
throughout  South  Africa  equal  rights  ; 
and  lastly,  but  not  less  important,  the 
guiding  principle  being  not  superiority 
but  equality,  it  must  not  replace  the 
ascendancy  of  one  race  by  the  ascend- 
ancy of  another.  The  right  hoii. 
Gentleman  spoke  of  an  inherent, 
and  as  he  seemed  to  suggest  ineradicable, 
antagonism  between  the  ideas  and 
aspirations  of  the  Boers  and  the  Britons. 
Fur  my  part,  I  believe  that  antagonism  to 
be  the  artificial  creation,  the  trandent 
and  removable  rrault  of  accident  and 
circumstance.  I  look  forward  to  the 
time  when  at  the  end  of  this  calamitoiu 
strife  Dutch  and  British,  forgetting  their 
animosities,  bound  together  by  ties  of 
common  interest  and  mutual  respect, 
enjoying  in  like  measure  both  the 
discipline  and  the  privileges  of  freedom, 
will  be  found  living  and  labouring  side 
by  side  under  the  shelter  of  equal  laws  in 
a  union  which  no  man  can  put  asunder. 

Mr.  ELLIOT  (Durham):  My  excuse. 
Sir,  for  rising  is  to  say  that  I  deeply 
regret  from  the  bottom  of  my  heart  Uiat 
this  country  has  become  involved  in  war 
with  the  South  African  Kepublic  I  am 
not  going  so  far  as  some  hbn.  members, 
who  assert  that  it  will  produce  not  only 
disaster  to  the  Transvaal,  to  the  Orange 
Free  State,  and  the  whole  of  South 
Africa,  but  to  the  whole  of  the  British 
Empire  as  well.  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
in  OTder  to  avoid  this  war  I  would 
have  gone  much  further  in  the  direc- 
tion cu  conciliation,  and  possibly  in  Uie 

Digitized  by 


741       Address  in  Answer  to       {6  February  1900}       the  Queen's  Speech.  742 


way  of  compromise,  to  have  achieved 
such  a  result  as  would  have  enabled  the 
two  peoples  to  live  side  by  side  happy 
aiid  prosperous.  We  were  looking  for- 
-mutl  in  the  contemplation  of  peace,  in 
October,  before  one  drop  of  blood  had 
been  shed  and  before  the  ultimatum  had 
been  issued,  but  our  h<^>es  wero  doomed 
to  disappointment.  I  am  not  going  back 
into  the  past;  I  am  not  going  to  raise  any 
fresh  discussion  upon  the  manner  in  which 
the  negotiations  were  conducted,  upon  the 
merits  of  our  diplomacy,  or  the  states- 
manship exhibited  by  the  Government 
before  the  war.  What  I  feel  we  ought  to 
do  now,  in  the  House  of  Commons,  is  to 
realise  the  position  in  which  we  find  our- 
selves. Nobody  deprecates  more  than  I 
do  the  commencement  and  the  continu- 
ance of  this  deadly  strife,  but  the  contest 
is  upon  us.  In  my  opinion  the  struggle 
was  forced  on  us  by  the  Boers,  but 
whatever  may  be  our  views  as  to  how 
the  war  arose,  the  question  immediately 
before  us  is,  how  do  we  stand 
now  1  Is  it  not  essential  to  our 
future  position  in  South  Africa,  as 
well  as  to  our  position  in  the  world, 
that  victory  to  our  arms  should  be 
thorough  and  complete  1  Sir,  I  cannot 
concdve  anything  more  disastrous 
than  an  incomplete  success.  Because 
what  would  that  mean  1  You  would  have 
gained  in  your  desire  to  govern  in  South 
Africa,  not  a  democratic  Parliament,  but 
a  party  animated  by  Dutch  feeling  ;  and, 
with  a  foreign  Power  in  close  proximity, 
your  position  would  have  been  infinitely 
worse  than  anything  we  have  yet  seen. 
Considering,  then,  the  state  of  affairs  as  it 
now  exists,  it  behoves  us  to  make  our 
victory  final  and  complete.  I  think 
the  Government  would  be  very  nnwise  to 
hold  their  huids  in  the  event  of  our 
achieving  some  successes.  We  must  all 
feel  that  in  the  struggle  now  going  on  it 
is  to  decide  which  of  the  two  is  the 
stronger — Briton  or  Boer.  The  issue 
must  provide  no  uncertain  answer.  I  say 
that  as  much  for  the  good  of  the  Boers 
themselves  as  for  the  good  of  South 
Africa.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  not  going  into  the 
military  considerations  ana  puns  that 
were  laid  before  the  war  ;  but  I  do  say, 
as  a  humble  observer  of  events,  that  when 
the  Gk)vemment  and  the  War  Depart- 
ment are  censured  as  if  they  had  dis- 
played weakness,  or  incapacity,  for  my 
part  I  think  that  so  far  from  that 
being  the  case,  the  indications  and  the 
£u!tB  point  to  the  contrary  conclusion. 


Until  war  broke  out  I  had  no  idea  what- 
ever of  the  military  strength  of  our 
country.  It  was  said,  not  so  very  long 
ago,  that  we  could  not  put  a  vast  army 
in  the  field  such  as  our  Continental 
friends  are  able  to  do ;  but  now  we  have 
it  in  evidence  that  within  a  -  period  of 
three  months  of  the  outbreak  of  the  war„ 
we  had  sent  across  the  sea  180,000  men, 
and  that  before  many  more  weeks 
are  over  we  shall  have  a  force  in 
South  Africa  of  nearly  200,000  men.  I 
say  that  a  military  department  which  can 
establish  a  record  like  that  is  worthy  not 
of  censure,  but  the  highest  praise.  There 
is  no  country  in  Europe  which  can  see 
without  surprise  the  enormous  resources 
at  our  command.  To  talk,  therefore,  of 
the  slowness  of  our  or|»nisation  and  the 
incapacity  of  our  War  Department — 
when  within  a  very  few  weeks  of  the  war 
breaking  out  the  men  who,  only  the  other 
day,  marched  out  from  Kni^htsbridge 
barracks,  are  now  stormmg  the 
heights  on  the  Modder  Biver  or  across 
the  Tugela — is  so  much  idle  nonsense.  It 
is  a  military  feat  of  the  most  remarkable 
kind,  and  exhibits  the  truth  that  our 
military  strength  is  far  greater  than  many 
of  us  had  dreamed  of.  I  must  say  that 
having  spoken  after  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  late  Home  Secretary,  who  has 
just  addressed  us,  and  following  on  the 
speech  of  the  hon.  Gtentleman  the  Mem- 
ber for  the  Berwick  Division,  [  fail  to  see 
why  it  is  they  take  such  a  step  as  that  of 
supporting  a  vote  of  censure  at  the  present 
time.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member 
for  the  Berwick  Division  seems  to  me,  ta 
use  a  well-worn  phrase,  to  have  "'found 
salvation  "  in  the  speech  of  my  ri^t  hon. 
friend  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  at 
Miuichester.  After  reading  that  speech,. 
I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  fail  to  find  there 
the  terrible  things  imputed  to  it  There 
are  in  the  speech  itself  none  of  the 
terrible  atrocities  attributed  to  it  by 
commentators  in  the  press.  I  think  the 
original  text  of  the  speech  has  been 
almost  entirely  concealed,  if  not  wholly 
obliterated,  by  the  efforts  of  these 
commentators.  One  of  them  went  so 
far  as  to  say  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  professed  himself  abso- 
lutely indifferent  to  the  interests  of  the 
Empire.  This,  I  say,  ia  not  fair  comment, 
especially  in  view  of  the  extraordinary 
feeling  of  excitement  of  the  time.  It  is 
only  fair — to  employ  a  legal  simile  in 
reference  to  this  criticism  of  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman — to  state  not  only  what 
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the  prisoner  at  the  bar  says,  but  what 
he  does ;  and  I  repeat  that  to  say  that 
the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  and  the  other 
'  members  of  the  Government  are  in- 
different to  the  best  interests  of  the 
Empire  at  a  crisis  like  this,  when  they 
■are  making  grrater  efforts  than  before, 
Jind  have  accomplished  the  organisation 
-and  despatch  of  a  military  force  unprece- 
dented in  the  history  of  the  country,  is 
simply  criminal.  The  newspapers  which 
have  suggested  that  our  leading  Cabinet 
Ministers  are  triflers  are  the  critics  who 
are  weakening  ua  in  the  face  of  the 
world.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  know  what 
•conceivable  purpose  can  be  gained  by 
pressing  this  matter  to  a  division.  We 
are  all  agreed  as  to  the  policy  which  must 
be  pursued.  The  work  that  has  to  be  done 
is  work  which  any  Government  would 
have  to  carry  out — namely,  to  carry  on 
the  war  to  a  successful  end.  Let  us  show 
the  world  that  we  are  at  one.  I  have  no 
fiort  of  qualm  of  conscience  in  the  sHgfatest 
degree  in  supporting  the  Government  or 
with  voting  any  number  of  millions  of 
money  or  any  number  of  thousands  of 
men  for  which  they  may  ask  in  order  to 
bring  this  war  to  a  satisfactory  and  rapid 
conclusion.  It  is  eminently  desirable,  if 
it  can  be  attained,  that  the  crownii^ 
victory  should  be  speedily  achieved.  We 
see  the  state  of  affairs  abroad.  It  is  not 
that  the  conntry  is  in  danger,  as  some  have 
.asserted,  but  we  are  within  measurable  dis- 
tance of  a  position  of  the  very  greatest  diffi- 
culty. This  and  many  other  reasons 
m^ke  me  feel  from  the  bottom  of  my 
he;irt  that  the  crisis  is  a  terribly  real 
■crisis.  That  being  so,  I  do  think  that 
wc  must  ail  with  no  uncertain  voice 
support  the  Grovemment  in  the  division 
lobby  to-night. 

♦Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
My  main  object  in  taking  part  in  this 
•debate  is  to  make  my  position  perfectly 
clear  with  regard  to  the  vote  I  am 
called  upon  to  record.  Nobody  who  has 
followed  the  course  of  this  debate  can 
have  failed  to  observe  the  desire  on  the 
part  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  fix 
Aipon  us  the  stigma  of  a  want  of  patriotism. 
What  would  have  been  said  by  them,  and 
by  nine  out  of  every  ten  of  the  electors 
of  this  country,  at  such  a  crisis  as  the 
present,  when  the  people  of  this  country 
are  smarting  under  a  sense  of  humiliation 
eaused  by  a  carelessneu  not  less  culpable 
.than  incompetence  on  the  part  of  the 
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Ministry  with  reference  to  the  conduct 
of  affairs  in  South  Africa,  if  we,  from 
a  fear  of  being  stamped  as  unpatriotic,  or 
from  a  thought  that  we  should  incur  the 
disapproval  of  a  certain  section  of  our 
supporters,  were  to  hesitate  to  do  what 
is  manifesUy  our  duty?  We  should  deserve 
to  be  banished  for  ever  from  public  life. 
With  reference  to  the  Amendment  before 
the  House,  I  ask  whether,  since  it  applies 
only  to  the  conduct  of  affairs  in  South 
I  Africa  and  the  state  of  preparation  for  the 
war,  there  is  a  single  gentleman  on  that 
j  side  of  the  House  who  could  not  con- 
I  scientiously  walk  into  the  lobby  with  us  ? 
I  ask  in  the  same  way  whether  we  or  the 
i  great  majOTity  of  Members  on  this  side  of 
I  the  House  are  not  absolutely  and  com- 
.  pletely  at  one  with  reference  to  the 
'  prmecution  of  this  war  to  a  successful 
I  issue  7     That    being    so,  and  seeing 
I  that  at  the  present  moment  the  great 
I  nations    of    Europe,   envious    of  our 
'  greatness,  are  anxious  to  exult  over 
our  expected  downfall,  is  it  not  incumbent 
I  on  those  seated  upon  that  bench  to  con- 
I  sider  the  advisability  of  asking  us  to  go 
I  into  different  lobbies,  thereby  giWng  the 
'  nations  of  Europe  the  impression  that  we 
i  are  not  absolutely  and  completely  united  t 
I  As  to  the  n^tiations,  whctlier  there 
I  might  not  have  been  greater  delicacy, 
whether  greater  diplomatic  foresight  and 
skill  might  not  lutve  brought  about  a 
different  result — are  not  they  at  the 
present  moment  questions  of  secondary 
importance  1     I  fully  admit  there  are 
great  temptations  from  a  party  point  of 
view,  but  in  my  opinion  this  is  no  time 
for  placing  party  above  the  greatness  of 
the  State.    But  when  I  come  to  the 
second  portion  of  the  Amendment,  dealing 
with  the  state  of  the  preparations  of  the 
Government,  it   is  quite   a  different 
question. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  Hear,  hear  ! 

♦Captain  NORTON :  I  am  glad  the 
right  hon.  Baronet  cheers  that  statement, 
because  I  was  just  about  to  mention  that 
the  eloquent  and  able  speech  of  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  was, 
after  all,  nothing  but  an  apologetic  speech 
and  did  not  deal  with  one  fraction  of  the 
speech  of  my  right  hon.  friend  in  reference 
to  the  question  of  preparation.  NoMiniBter 
has  yet  touched  the  question  of  why  the 
stores  and  munitions  of  war  were  accumu- 
kited  in  Natal  at  the  very  worst  point. 
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We  have  had  no  answer  with  reference  to 
tlw  question  of  maps.  We  are  told  that 
we  could  not  have  ordnance  maps  of 
NataL  Those  of  us  who  have  any 
experience  of  the  making  of  maps  know 
perfectly  well  that  to  make  an  ordnance 
sun'ey  of  the  whole  of  the  theatre  of 
this  war  would  cost  not  thousands  but 
tens  of  thousands  of  pounds,  and  would 
occupy  a  great  number  of  years.  But 
why  were  not  such  maps  made,  with  refer- 1 
ence  to  Ladysmith,  as  could  easily  and 
conveniently  have  been  made  by  Engineer 
and  staff  officers,  as  now  exist  of  the 
coimtry  round  about  Laing's  Nek  ?  Why 
vrere  not  the  Modder  Kiver  and  the 
Tugela  River  carefully  surveyed  by  com- 
petent officers  f  Such  a  survey  could 
.tiave  been  made  in  a  very  short  time.  If 
this  question  of  maps  alone  had  been  seen 
to  it  would  have  made  a  very  great  dif- 
ference with  reference  to  the  conduct  of 
the  campaign.  The  excuse  of  the  Prime 
Minister  is  that  he  had  not  sufficient 
aecret  service  money.  There  is  another 
point  which  bears  distinctly  upon  the 
want  of  preparation  for  the  war,  and  that 
is  the  question  of  guides.  Why,  when 
the  Government  found  that  war  was  not 
only  possible  but  probable,  were  not  a 
certain  nnmbw  of  absolutely  reliable 
guides  secured  and  placed  at  the  disposal 
of  the  military  authorities,  so  as  to  have 
removed  the  possibihty  of  our  men  being 
led  to  slaughter  as  in  the  case  of  Magers- 
fontein  f  Some  portion  of  the  responsi- 
bility for  this  war  has  been  cast  upon  the 
British.  Constitution,  and  the  remaining 
portion  has  been  thrown  on  the  army 
system.  For  years  past  in  this  House  we 
have  been  pointing  out  to  the  tiovern- 
mentwhat  our  army  system  is.  It  is  neither 
a  short  service  system  nor  a  long  seiTice 
system.  It  is  a  hybrid  combination,  and 
we  have  never  even  had  the  short  service 
system  properly  carried  out.  Two  years 
Hgo  the  service  members  in  this  House 
asked  this  Government  to  increase  the 
num1)er  of  battalions  to  fourteen  in  order 
that  the  link  Itattalion  system  might  be 
carried  out.  They  also  asked  for  a 
certain  number  of  lotteries  of 
artillery.  M'hat  wa5  done  ?  They  were 
^ven  a  certain  proportion,  nothing 
more.  It  has  always  lieen  with  the 
service  members  a  question  of  "Live 
horse,  and  you  will  get  grass."  When  we 
pointed  out  that  the  Militia  was  from 
20,000  to  30,000  short  of  its  numbers 
last  year,  no  steps  were  taken  to  increase 


its  numbers.  We  were  told  there  was  a 
Militia  Reserve  of  30,000  men  supposed 
to  be  available  for  reinforcing  the  MiUtia. 
Now  the  reserve  is  used  for  the  double 
purpose  of  filling  up  the  Militia  on  t^e 
one  hand,  and  the  Line  battalions  on  the 
other,  which  has  the  result  of  robbing 
Peter  to  pay  Paul.  The  question  of 
keeping  in  this  country  at  least  one  Army 
Corps  in  a  thorough  state  of  preparation 
has  been  completely  lost  sight  of.  With 
what  result  1  That  we  have  now,  if  I 
may  use  the  word,  scratch  staffs  drawn 
from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  with  the 
result  that  will  always  occur  when  a  cer- 
tain number  of  individuals  not  accustomed 
to  work  together  are  suddenly  thrown 
together,  there  is  friction  on  all  hands. 
The  Govomment  claim  that  they  have 
done  their  beat.  But  they  also  attempt 
to  cast  a  ceitain  amount  of  responsibility 
upon  the  front  Opposition  Bench.  Between 
1886  and  1892,  when  a  Conservative 
Government  were  in  power,  was  the  period 
when  the  artillery  batteries  in  this  country 
had  their  guns  reduced  from  six  to  four, 
and  the  spare  horses  taken  from  them.  I 
franklv  achnit  that  a  short  time  ago  a 
slight  increase  was  made  in  the  matter  of 
gune.  We  have  pointed  out  over  and 
over  again  the  want  of  mounted  troops. 
The  Government  state  that  when  mounted 
troops  were  offered  in  the  first  instance 
by  the  Colonies  they  were  not  accepted 
because  it  was  thought  infantry  would 
be  more  useful  at  the  outset  of  the  cam- 
paign. I  hold  in  my  hilnd  a  report  of  a 
lecture  delivered  by  a  'very  distinguished 
officer  early  in  July,  1899,  and  this  is 
wl»t  he  stated  at  the  Boj'al  United  Service 
Institution.  Speaking  of  the  Boers  he  said 
that  our  infantry  to  master  such  an  enemy 
must  have  the  assistance  of  well-tnuned 
cavalry— that  does  not  mean  yeomanry — 
to  outflank,  fight,  and  follow  up.  And 
yet  the  Government  refused  this  offer  on 
the  part  of  the  Colonists.  I  ask,  there- 
fore, whether  we  on  this  side  of  the 
House  are  nctt  justified — especially  those 
of  us  who  have  been  soldiers — in  our 
righteous  indignation  towards  the 
Government,  who  have  at  their  backs  one 
of  the  largest  majorities  a  Government  has 
ever  had,  and  which  includes  the  largest 
number  of  militarv-men  whoeversat  inthis 
House  1  They  pointed  out  all  these  diffi- 
culties, but  the  Government  proceeded, 
the  very  moment  they  came  into  office,  to 
enlarge  their  responsibilities  by  en- 
larging the  Empire,  and  without  taking 
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proper  steps  for  the  defence  of  that  Em- 
pire. Two  years  ago  we  pointed  out 
that  fact,  and  yet  they  took  no  action.  I 
do  not  complain  of  their  Imperialism. 
When  they  ven  annexing  large  tracts  in 
the  Soudui,  in  South  and  West  Africa,  and 
in  China,  and  thus  extending  our  Empire, 
and  vrben  at  the  same  time  money  was 
pouring  into  the  Exchequer,  owing  to  the 
admirable  metisure  of  the  late  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  in  regard  to  the  death 
duties,  what  did  the  Grovernment  do? 
\\Tiy,  they  showered  millions  upon 
their  political  supporters,  the  parsons 
and  the  squires,  while  on  the  other 
hand,  they  neglected  to  make  the  defences 
of  the  Empire  secure,  and  they  failed  to 
provide  that  which  in  the  opinion  of  all 
the  military  experts  in  this  House  was 
consideFed  necessary  for  the  defence  of 
the  Empire.  The  leader  of  the  House 
said  that  no  great  military  authority  had 
ever  estimated  that  we  should  require 
more  than  50,000  men  in  South  Africa. 
That  may  be  so,  but  in  my  humble 
capacity  in  this  House  last  year  I  pointed 
out  that  were  the  Oovemment  to  be 
involved  in  war  in  South  Africa  they 
would  require  not  one  but  two  army 
corps,  and  that  if  they  furnished  them  com- 

f>lete  from  our  regular  Army  they  would 
eave  this  country  absolutely  bare 
properly-trained  troops.  Is  that  not  abso- 
lutely the  case  t  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  his 
apologetic  speech,  very  carefully  and  very 
wisely  dealt  with  the  position  of  affairs 
as  they  now  are  in  South  Africa,  but  he 
never  attempted  to  deal  with  the  state  of  ' 
affairs  as  they  were  when  we  met  with 
those  disasters.  There  were  only  seven 
Iwtteries  of  horse  artillery  and  thirty-two 
batteries  of  field  artillery,  or  234  guns. 
That  works  out  at  2^  guns  per  thousand,  | 
whereas  we  ought  to  have  had  at  least 
double  that  number.  [An  Hon.  Mem- 
ber :  We  had  not  so  many.]  My  hon. 
friend  says  we  had  not  so  many ;  but  be 
that  as  it  may,  we  ought  not  to  have 
less  than  four  ^ns  per  thousand  men, 
which  is  the  manimum,  according  to  all 
authorities,  attacking,  as  we  were,  posi- 
tions strongly  held  by  magazine  rifles 
and  quick-finng  gims  not  to  speak  of 
heavy  guns.  But  what  was  the  defence- 
less state  in  which  this  country  was  left  at 
that  time  t  Why,  we  only  had  left  in 
this  country  three  batteries  of  horse 
artillery  and  fifteen  field  batteries,  making 
a  total  of  108  guns.    That  leaves  us  in 
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this  position — if  by  any  accident  a  foreign 
army  corps  landed  on  these  shores  we 
had  not  sufficient  guns  for  40,000  men. 
I  shall  be  told  that  in  the  event  of  an  in- 
vasion we  should  rely  upon  our  Volunteer 
forces.     Every   military  man  in  this 
House  knows  perfectly  well  that  the 
Volunteers   minus  guns   or  transport 
would  be  absolutely  useless  against  an 
organised  force.    As  regards  the  state  of 
preparation  for  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
the  Government,  knowing  as  they  did  the 
character  of  the  country,  does  it  not  seem 
strange  that  when  they  knew  they  would 
have  to  attack  positions  of  this  kind 
they  took  no  opportunity  of  sending 
powerful  guns  of  position  with  a  Ich^ 
range  aim  a  heavy   battering  power 
capable  of  throwing  shells  by  direct  fire  t 
\Ar  Hon.  Member:  "They  sent  out 
howitzers."]    Yes,  but  not  very  long  ago, 
and  they  were  sent  since  the  majority  of 
those  disasters  have  taken  place.  There 
is  one  matter  which  is  of  greater  import- 
ance, and  that  is  the  responsibility  of  the 
generals.    I  am  anxious  that  the  Govern- 
ment should  not  shelter  themselves  behind 
the  military  authorities.    If  it  be  true 
that  the  generals  were  given  an  abso- 
lutely free  hand,  I  ask  whether  they  were 
giTOn  instnu^ons  to  take  the  political 
situation  into  consideration   with  the 
Colonial  authorities   upon  arriving  in 
Natal.    If  they  were  told  to  do  so,  then 
they  were  certainly  not  given  a  free  hand, 
and  General  White  ought  to  be  absolutely 
absolved  from  getting  into  the  entangle- 
ment at  Ladysmith.     The  right  hon. 
'  Gentleman  has  said  that  they  do  not 
minimise  the  task,  but  the  proof  of  the 
pudding  is  in  the  eating.    They  may  not 
minimise  the  task  now,  but  they  certainly 
did  in  the  past,  and  their  action  has  met 
I  with  the  usapprobation  of  the  country. 
They  are  bcmnd  to  admit  that  they 
received  from  the  military  authwitiea 
full  information.    I  think  they  were  told 
that  there  would    be  something  like 
59,000  Boers  in   the  field,  and  yet,, 
knowing  that  they  would  have  to  operate 
in  a  country  which  was  defensively  held, 
and  that  they  would  require  four  or  five 
times  the  number  of  our  opponents' 
troops,  the  Government  made-  no  pro- 
vision for  pouring  into  the  country  any- 
thing like  that  number.   Recently  they 
have  resorted    to  the  Volunteer  am 
Yeomanry  corps,  and  I  make  no  cranphunt 
of  that.    No  doubt  that  was  done  in 
response  to  the  feeling  of  the  country^ 

Digitized  by  GooQie 


749       Address  in  Ansiver  to       {6  February  1900}       the.  QueeiCs  Speech.  760 

but  I  would  also  ask  the  Government  to 
take  note  that  it  has  made  us  a  laughing- 
stock in  the  eyes  of  the  military  authori- 
ties of  Europe.  I  am  not  one  of  those 
who  take  a  pessimistic  view  of  the  forces 
in  South  Africa,  and  I  should  not  be  sur- 
prised if  within  a  number  of  months  we 
should  secure  a  number  of  signal  successes. 
But  what  we  have  to  conBider  is  what  is 
our  position  in  the  face  of  Europe.  There 
can  be  no  question  that  every  nation  in 
Europe  is  only  waiting  for  a  suitable 
opportunity  in  order  to  insult  us.  Of 
course,  that  may  not  be  the  case  in 
reference  to  the  leading  statesmen  of 
foreign  countries.  I  have  perhaps  some 
advantage  in  possessing  a  knowledge  of 
forei^  countries,  and  1  venture  to  assert 
that  in  a  country  not  far  distant  the  tone 
of  the  press  and  the  feelings  which  exists 
among  the  public  is  such  that  very'  little 
might  land  us  iq  war.  Does  the  Govern- 
ment realise  that,  and  are  they  making 
the  preparations  which  the  country  deem 
to  be  necessary  ?  What  is  being  done 
with  reference  to  the  fleet — is  it  being 
mobilised  1  We  have  a  Naval  Reserve 
numbering  about  28,000  men.  It  ought  to 
be  double  that.  We  know  that  the  weak 
point  of  our  Navy,  which  is  recognised  by 
all  Continental  Powers,  is  the  supply  of 
men.  Why  are  these  men  not  cfJled  up  for 
training  t  I  believe  they  are  absolutely 
incompetent  so  far  as  the  use  of  modem 
guns  are  concerned,  for  they  have  been 
truned  upon  the  old-fashioned  guns,  and 
have  never  in  their  lives  fired  modem 
weapons.  Are  our  battleships  and 
cruisers  now  being  built  being  hurriedly 
pushed  to  completion,  and  what  steps 
are  being  taken  with  reference  to  the 
Militia  and  Volunteers?  No  doubt  we 
shall  have  a  statement  upon  that  sub- 
ject shortly,  and  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  has  said  he  is  anxious  to 
have  suggestions.  There  is  one  sugges- 
tion I  wiU  venture  to  put  forward.  \Ve 
have  in  this  country  and  in  Ireland  some 
60,000  police,  who  are,  perhaps,  the 
finest  and  most  magnificent  body  of  men 
in  the  world,  but  they  are  not  trained  to 
the  use  of  arms.  I  ask  whether  it  would 
not  be  a  simple  matter  to  arm  this  force 
with  a  long  rifle,  and  train  them  to  the 
use  of  it  1  It  coiUd  be  done  by  batches 
in  the  different  counties,  and  in  case 
(rf  a  great  national  emergency  a  large 
number  of  these  could  be  used  in  defence 
of  the  country,  their  places  being  sup- 
plied by  specifu  constables  and  others.  1 
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have  a  cert^n  amount  of  confidence  with 
reference  to  the  state  of  affairs  in  South 
Africa,  but  I  have  no  confidence  with 
reference  to  the  state  of  affairs  all  the 
world  over,  and  I  hope  that  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  the  strongest  possible  steps 
in  regard  to  preparation  for  possible  inter- 
ference by  other  Powers  when  this  war 
assumes  a  certain  phase.  There  can  be 
no  doubt  that,  should  an  oppor- 
tunity occur,  some  other  nation  will 
endeavour  to  have  some  say  with 
reference  to  the  settlement  in  South 
Africa.  In  my  opinion  they  should 
have  none.  As  regards  South  Africa 
itself,  for  my  part  I  cannot  see  why 
every  man  in  this  House  should  not 
agree  with  this  Amendment  and  yet 
support  the  Government  as  to  the 
war.  What  is  the  state  of  afiairs  % 
Why,  the  integrity  of  the  Empire 
has  been  tamperm  with ;  the  colonies  of 
Natal  and  Gape  Colony  have  been  invaded, 
and  the  lives  and  liberties  of  British  sub- 
jects are  at  stake.  It  is  necessary,  there- 
fore, that  every  nation  in  the  world  should 
know  that  the  Briton,  wander  where  he 
may,  is  ever  followed  by  the  watchful  eye 
and  ever  protected  by  the  powerful  arm 
of  the  mother  country.  We  are  a  nation 
unaccustomed  to  defeat  or  to  disgrace,  and 
we  are  bound  to  bring  this'  war  to  a 
successful  issue.  The  path  of  duty  is  plain 
before  us.  The  Empire  has  spoken — and 
spoken  out — from  the  wilds  (h  Canada  to 
the  jungles  M  Ceylon,  and  the  Mother 
Country  has  responded  in  no  doubtful  or 
faltering  tone.  From  this  great  Metropolis 
and  England's  busy  towns,  from  the  glens 
of  Scotland  and  from  the  mountains 
of  Wales,  aye,  and  from  Ireland's 
Emerald  soil — that  inexhaustible  nursery 
of  gallant  soldiers — Britain's  sons,  both 
high  and  low,  have  nobly  answered  to 
the  Empire's  call.  In  such  a  crisis  the 
place  for  the  Government  is  in  front  of 
the  nation,  and  there  I  hope  it  will  be 
found,  not  only  anxious,  but  prepared  to 
vindicate  the  Imperial  hontmr  and  to 
protect  the  Imperial  interests. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  fShrop- 
shire,  Newport) :  Mr.  Speaker,  so  long  as 
we  are  condemned  by  the  Opposition  to 
proceed  with  this  wearisome  and  unfortu- 
nate debate,  there  are  certain  things  that 
will  have  to  be  repeated  at  certain 
intervals,  but  I  should  like  to  comment 
on  one  or  two  of  the  speeches  which  have 
been  delivered.   I  have  listened  now  for 
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many  hours  to  the  discussion,  and  I  have 
been  struck  with  the  extraordinary 
'lumber  of  Members  of  the  House  of 
Commons  who  apparently  are  qualified  to 
be  Ministers  of  War  at  the  shortest 
possible  notice,  and  who  possessed  an 
extraordinary  eonception  not  given  to  all 
of  US  of  what  was  about  to  occur.  They 
are  prepared  to  act  either  as  War 
Ministers  at  home  or  as  generals  in  the 
field.  I  discount  the  value  of  such 
opinions,  and  I  think  their  expression  is 
practically  a  waste  of  the  time  of  this 
House.  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
who  has  just  sat  down  assured  us  that  his 
.  side  was  at  one  with  ours  with  regard  to 
the  prosecution  of  the  war.  Does  he  for- 
get that  the  whole  of  probably  the  only 
section  of  his  party  that  are  united  are 
not  going  to  vote  for  this  Amendment 
because  they  do  not  wish  to  see  the  war 
prosecuted  %  The  hon.  and  gallant  Oentle- 
man  should  be  more  careful  in  what  he 
states  when  the  facts  are  contradictory  to 
his  statements.  The  hon.  and  gallant 
Gentleman  also  stated  that  the  Govern- 
ment instead  of  spending  money  on 
the  needs  of  the  Army  squandered 
it  on  the  squire  and  the  parson. 
I  know  there  are  many  parsons 
with  £50  or  £60  a  year,  but  I  doubt 
whether  mnch  of  the  money  referred  to 
by  tfao  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  has 
gone  to  them.  He  also  found  fault  with 
the  military  preparations  of  the  Govem- 
oient,  and  took  a  rather  pessimistic  view 
ttf  the  situation  with  regard  to  foreign 
jountries.  At  all  events  we  can  take 
this  to  ourselves,  that  not  one  regiment 
could  cross  the  seas  without  the  leave  of 
the  British  admirals,  and  therefore  I  do  not 
think  that  the  state  of  things  is  so  very 
rotten  as  he  would  have  us  believe. 
Before  the  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
addressed  the  House  we  had  the  advan- 
tage (rf  a  speech  from  a  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  occupies  n  marked  position  on 
the  front  Opposition  Bench  ;  I  refer  to 
the  late  Home  Secretary.  It  would  be 
■■ilmost  impertinent  for  a  Member  of  my 
standing  to  cross  swords  with  one  in- 
finitely my  superior  in  Parliamentary 
wat'fare,  but  if  we  remain  still  and  never 
try,  we  shall  never  improve.  Therefore 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will 
forgive  me  if  I  take  exception  to  some  of 
his  ai^iunents.  In  the  first  place,  I  was 
very  much  struck  by  the  repetition  from 
his  eloquent  lips  of  the  phrase :  "  Inqiust 
of  the  nation.     Really  that  phrase  has 
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been  used  so  often  that  I  am  doubtful 
whether  I  am  listening  to  politicians  or 
to  coroners.    With  the  main  part  of  the 
speech  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  we, 
on  this  side  of  the  House,  have,  however, 
very  little  to  find  fault.     He  stated 
that  war  was    not  intended   or  de- 
sired by  the  Government,  and  that  we 
had  entered  on  it  with  clean  hands  and  a 
clear  conscience.    We  re-echo  that  statt^ 
ment,  and  so  does  the  country.    He  laid 
great  stress  on  the  failure  which  he 
thought  was  visible  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  justify  their  promisee  to 
Natal.  In  that  part  of  his  argument  there 
was  weight  and  substance,  but  I  feel 
certain  that  both  sides  of  the  House  and 
the  country  are  pledged  to  amply  and 
loyally  repay  the  colony  of  Natal  for  all 
its  suffering  and  sacrifices  in  the  common 
cause.    This  Amendment  is  very  little 
less  than  an  imposition  on  the  House  uf 
Commons ;  indeed,  I  might  almost  use  a 
stronger  word,  and  say  it  was  a  fraud  on 
the  House  of  Commons.    I  would  tike  to 
regard  it  chiefly  from  the  point  of  view  of 
that  particular  section — 1  wish  I  could 
call  it  a  wing,  but  that  wjuld  be  too 
much— of  the  party  opposite  which  the 
right  hon.  0«ntleman  so  well  represents. 
It  is  also  represented  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Wolverhamp- 
ton, the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
BerwickDivi8ion,aiklotherswhoarein  close 
j  touch  with  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
I  statesmen  of  the  day — Lord  Roseliery. 
I  They  have  made  speeches  in  the  country 
and  in  this  House  with  which  we  have 
verj'  little  fault  to  find.    They  have  said 
very  much  what  we  might  say  ourselves, 
and  I  am  not  ashamed  to  assert  that  we 
i  might  have  ado{>ted  both  their  utterances 
I  and  their  patriotism.     They  are  all 
statesmen  in  a  high  degree^  and  they 
must   recognise    what   their  poeiticti 
would  be  if   this  Amendmetit  could 
i  conceivably  be    successful ;    and  they 
I  have  no  right  to  throw  the  weight  of 
I  their  authority  and  power  into  a  continn- 
I  anee  of  this  discussion  or  to  support  a 
challenge  to  the  CTOvemment  unless  thev 
I  are  prepared  to  deal  with  the  sitnarion 
,  which  would  be  created  in  the  event  of 
I  the  Amendment  being  carried.  That 
would  entail  on  them  the  rraponsibility  of 
.  forming  a  Government    (An  they  coo- 
I  ceive  it  possible,  in  the  present  ccmstitu 
I  tion  of  parties,  that  they  could  form  anr 
I  such  Government  t    AVe  have  onlv  to 
I  contrast  the  speeches  we  have  Jieard  fmn 
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the  other  side  of  the  House  to  see  how 
absolutely  impotent  would  be  the  position 
of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  if  they  attempted 
to  take  the  only  honourable  course  open 
to  them  after  the  line  of  action  they  have 
adopted.  The  speech  of  the  late  Attorney 
General  was  at  aa  absolute  variance  vfim 
the  speech  of  the  late  Home  Secretary  as 
two  speeches  could  be.  I  cannot  conceive 
how  extremely  able  men  sometimes  say 
such  extremely  foolish  things.  I  cannot 
conceive  anything  more  unfortunate  than 
the  speech  of  the  late  Attorney  General ; 
every  sentence  in  it  was  likely  to  produce 
a  continuance  of  bitterness  and  mischief 
instead  of  good.  I  can  only  recall  one 
parallel  to  that  kind  of  speech,  and  that 
was  the  idea  in  the  minds  of  a  certain 
number  of  hon.  Members  who  most  un- 
wisely sent  a  telegram  to  the  King  of 
Greece  that  they  wished  to  give  mm 
moral  support  m  his  unfortunate  war  mth 
Turkey,  the  only  result  of  which  wasanaddi- 
tional  slaughter  of  men  on  both  sides.  The 
speech  of  the  late  Attorney  General  is  not 
the  only  matter  at  variance  w^ith  the 
possibility  of  right  hon.  Gentlemen  form- 
ing a  Government.  We  know  that  such 
a  Government  would  have  to  rely,  more 
or  less,  on  the  support  of  Irish  members, 
but  in  regard  to  the  war  that  support  is 
entirely  denied  them.  On  this  matter  I 
should  like  to  say  one  word  to  representa- 
tives for  Ireland.  AVhen  we  talk  of 
Irishmen  at  ^lis  moment  the  country  is 
not  thinking  of  Irish  politicians,  but  of 
the  Irish  regiments  who  are  doing  the 
work  of  the  Kingdom  and  the  Empire  in 
South  Africa.  When,  on  Friday  night,  a 
statement  was  made  by  the  hon.  Member 
for  East  Clare  that  he  was  anxious  and 
willing  to  go  to  tiouth  Africa  to  fight  for 
the  ^ers,  I  was  almost  inclined  to  ask 
you.  Sir,  how  far  such  a  statement  was 
consonant  with  the  oath  of  loyalty  and 
allegiance  which  the  hon.  Member  had 
taken  to  the  Queen.  The  only  reason 
why  no  attention  has  been  publidy  called 
to  that  and  amilar  statements  is  because 
the  nation  does  not  care  for  the  action  of 
Irish  potiticians.  It  is  satisfied  with  the 
action  of  the  Irish  soldiers,  and  that  is  the 
only  reason  why  Irish  members  are 
allowed  to  go  on  talking  their  toy-shop 
treason  in  that  sort  of  security  which  is 
begottenof  absolute  contempt.  If,  however, 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  mean  busi- 
ness over  this  Amendment,  there  are  other 
difficulties  before  them  besides  reconciling 
their  Irish  supporters.    They  will  have 


I  to  reconcile  also  the  excellent  gentlemen 
who  sit  behind  them,  and  who,  more  or 
,  less,  are  fond  of  omelettes,  but  think  they 
I  ought  to  be  made  without  breaking  ^gs. 
I  Speech  after  speech  in  this  debate  nas 
j  been  devoted  to  attacking  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
!  Colonies.  With  reference  to  these  attacks 
{ the  country  Imefly  says,  "  We  are  ampler 
j  satisfied  with  the  magnificent  spirit 
which  the  colonies  have  shown  during 
j  the  present  crisis,  and  we  recognise  that 
1  the  conduct  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
[  is  in  some  degree  at  all  events  responsible 
for  calling  otit  that  manifestation  of 
opinion."  Other  speakers  have  not  con- 
sidered it  beneath  themselves  to  make  con- 
stant reference  to  Mr.  Rhodes,  as  if  he 
were  the  cause  of  everything  evil  in  this 
country.  I  am  absolutely  unconcerned 
with  the  nud,  and  have  never  sym{» 
thised  with  anything  connected  with  it, 
but  I  cannot  help  recollecting  that  while 
all  sorts  of  denunciations  are  lieing 
poured  on  Mr.  Rhodes,  he  at  all  events 
is  doing  what  none  of  his  traducers  are 
doing,  he  is  standing  up  for  the  empire 
and  taking  daily  risks.  The  time  maj 
come  when  these  denunciations  may  be 
again  brought  before  the  country,  and 
when  charges  which  have  been  already 
dealt  with  may  be  re-opened,  but  in  the 
name  of  fair  play  and  honesty  let  these 
attacks  cease  while  the  man  attacked 
is  givins  the  greatest  pledge  he 
can  of  his  loyalty  to  this  country. 
Now  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen  the  Mem- 
ber for  Bodmin  also  made  a  statement 
with  which  I  take  direct  and  absolute 
issue.  I  cannot  help  saying  how  much  we 
admired  and  appreciated  the  effort  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  made  last  night, 
and  I  am  sure  that  the  sympathies  of  the 
whole  House  were  with  him  in  the  diffi- 
culty in  which  he  found  himself  placed. 
But  he  said  one  thing  which  he  ought  not 
to  have  'said,  and  was  not  consonant  with 
the  feeling  of  the  country.  He  said  that 
this  war  was  the  war  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies.  I  deny  that. 
This  war  is  the  nation's  war ;  if  not,  it  is 
the  Empire's  war.  It  is  not  the  war  of 
any  individual,  of  any  one  Minister,  or  of 
any  particular  Ministry  at  all.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Northampton  said  that  the 
conscience  of  the  civilised  world  absolutely 
denounced  this  war,  but  how  about  the 
right  hon.  Member  for  East  Fife  1  Has  he 
not  a  conscience,  uid  has  not  Lord 
Rosebery  a  conscience  1   Is  he  to  depart 
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from  the  territories  of  the  civilised  world, 
of  which  many  of  us  think  he  is  a  great 
adornment  %  I  dare  even  to  touch  with 
the  point  of  my  feeble  lance  the  shield  of 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
West  Monmouthshire.  In  winding  up  his 
speech,  to  every  word  of  which  I  hstened, 
he  recommended  that  we  ought  to  follow 
the  utterances  of  the  Prime  Minister  who 
leads  this  party.  If  that  be  so,  it  hardly 
forms  a  very  good  reason  for  going  into 
the  lobby  against  the  Prime  Minister. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HARCOURT  (Mon- 
mouthshire, W.) :  That  speech  was  made 

a  year  ago. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  :  That 
section  of  the  Libend  party  opposite  is  so 
hopelessly  unable  to  form  a  Government 
that  it  is  not  an  unfair  thing  to  say  that 
they  would  hardly  dare  to  vote  for  this 
Amendment  if  they  thought  that  it 
would  be  successful ;  but  if  they  are  not 
prepared  to  take  that  course,  then  I 
venture  to  say  that  their  conduct  is  more 
than  questionable.  I  only  wish  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  had  the 
numbers  behind  them  which  would  justify 
them,  if  they  were  successful,  in  forming 
a  Government;  but  the  Liberal  party 
must  continue  to  present  to  the  country 
the  sorry  aspect  which  the^  do  at 
this  moment.  They  would  hardly 
venture  to  vote  for  this  Ajnendment  if 
they  could  agree  that  it  was  to  be  success- 
ful. I  would  like  to  ask  right  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opfwsite  what  they  conceive  will 
be  the  effect  of  their  action  on  other 
countries  and  other  people  1  The  effect 
on  the  Colonies  must  be  the  suggestion 
that  this  country,  instead  of  being  united 
at  a  time,  as  in  some  places  is  regarded, 
of  peril,  is  divided  and  at  war  with  itself. 
What,  I  would  like  to  know,  is  to  be  the 
effect  on  the  Boer  Government  when  t^is 
debate  becomes  their  property,  as  I  have 
no  doubt  it  soon  will  be  1  Only  one 
effect,  and  that  is  to  encourage  them  in 
playing  the  old  game,  that  if  only  they 
can  keep  on  long  enough  they  may  benefit 
from  party  exigencies  in  this  country,  and 
may  possibly  get  better  terms  from  one 
party  than  the  other.  It  means  a  direct 
incentive  to  fight  more  vigorously  than 
at  present,  and  to  sacrifice  more  lives, 
both  of  their  own  men  and  of  their  op- 
ponents, in  order  that  they  may  possibly 
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win  from  the  divisions  in  the  Oppo- 
sition and  in  the  country  that  which, 
they  never  could  get  from  a  united- 
country.  The  responsibility,  there- 
fore, of  the  Opposition  is  no  slight 
one ;  it  is  genume  and  real.  What  ia 
thought  in  uie  Colonies  of  the  possible 
effect  of  a  change  of  Grovemment?  A 
special  correspondent  from  Cape  Town 
says  in  The  Times — 

"  A  chance  oi  Government  at  this  critica.1 
period  would,  rightly  or  wrongly,  be  re^rded. 
by  everyone  in  «mth  Africa,  £igliah  or  Dntdi. 
as  a  prelude  to  another  betrayal  of  the  1<^«] 
section  of  tbe  population.  It  would  create  a 
panic  among  tbe  English,  and  would  be  the 
sitmal  for  a  violent  agitation  got  up  by  those 
p^iticians  whoBu  one  object  is  to  defer  U>> 
Afrikander  national  amoitionn  at  the  &r«t 
favourable  opportunity  by  npholding  themaio- 
tenanct!  of  the  independence  and  t£e  militaiy 
power  of  the  two  Republics." 

[An  Hon.  Member  :  That  is  Mr.  Mony- 
penny.j  I  cannot  tell  you  the  name  of 
the  wnter,  but  I  think  it  is  a  reflection  of 
the  opinion  of  the  Cape.  Right  hon. 
Gentlemen  have  to  reckon  with  views  of 
the  situation  that  have  done  infinite  harm, 
not  only  to  the  prestige  of  the  country^ 
but  the  progress  of  the  war.  Hon.  and 
right  hon.  Gentlemen  may  try  to  find  ex- 
cuses for  the  continuance  of  this  debate 
in  constitutional  reasons,  and  m  the 
alle^tion  that  it  satisfies  the  demands  of 
the  British  public  But  I  maintain  that 
if  you  polled  the  United  Kin^om  you 
would  only  get  a  trifling  minority  in 
favour  of  it ;  in  fact,  I  say  that  this 
debate  is  almost  treasonable,  and  a  waste 
of  the  time  of  the  House.  What  earthly 
good  can  be  expected  from  this  long, 
we  vrisome  and  dull  debate  t  Not  much  ; 
but  a  little  is  found  in  the  earnest  and 
patriotic  speeches  which  we  have  heard, 
such  as  that  of  the  late  Home  Secretary 
and  others  on  the  oi^NMite  side  the 
House,  although  the  conclusion  they  are 
coming  to  is  impotent  and  unfair.  Then 
there  was  the  speech  of  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  who  made  it 
absolutely  clear  that  that  which  the 
country  at  large  is  desiring  is  the  very 
object  which  the  Government  is  seeking 
to  obtain.  Something  of  good  may  re- 
sult if  the  attention  of  the  country  is 
riveted  more  closely,  not  on  what  has  been 
done  to  bring  about  the  war,  but  on  what 
has  been  achieved.  That,  I  think,  woakl 
dearwtiat  some- people  call  the  jnvsent 
state  of  glooDL.  Euic^es  on  the  gallant 
conduct  of  our  men  have  been  on  even- 
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lip.  It  had  been  said  that  foreign  nations 
are  smiling  at  the  vanished  prestige  and 
military  reputation  of  this  country,  but  I 
venture  to  say,  if  any  one  of  us  could  look 
into  the  military  offices .  in  those  foreign 
countries  which  are  concerned  with  the 
possibilities  of  the  future  he  would  find 
there  is  not  a  thinking  soldier  in  the 
world  to-day  who  would  not  say  that 
more   note  of  the  fighting  power  of 
England   must   be   taken   than  over 
before.     Because   they  see   that  the 
years  of  comparative  freedom  from  great 
«tnun  which  we  have  enjoyed  have  not 
t^en  one  fibre  from  the  fighting  sinews 
of  our  men,  but  that  on  the  contrary 
the    Britisb    soldier     is    not  only  as 
,good     as    in    the    past,    when  he 
won    victories   all    over    the  world, 
but  superior.    That  is  one  note  of  satis- 
faction that  we  can  deduce  from  the 
losses  we  all  deplore.    If  we  had  had  to 
admit  that  our  faith  in  the  capabilities  of 
our  soldiers  had  been  shaken,  it  would 
indeed  have  been  a  time  of  gloom,  bnt 
instead  of  being  weaker  we  are  stronger 
than  ever  before  any  national  emergencpr 
that  may  arise.    We  are  ready  on  this 
side  of   the    House  to    sacrifice  any 
Minister,  the  whole  Ministry,  and  even 
the  party  itself,  to  secure  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war.    The  time  will 
«ome  to  join  in  fair  criticism  and  put  the 
blame  on  the  right  shoulders,  but  there 
is  not  a  gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  who  would  dare  to  come  over 
here    and    put    his    little    finger  on 
the    burden    which     rests    on  the 
ahoulders  of  the  Government  at  the 
present  moment    I  apologise  for  ha-ving 
spoken  so  long,  but  I  cannot  help  feeling 
earnest    in    this  matter.      \Vhile  we 
politicians  have  been  amusing  ourselves, 
and  trying  to  get  the  better  of  the  man 
who  spoke  before  us,  the  coxmtry  outside 
is  waiting  impatiently  and  longing  for 
the  end  of  all  this  trifiing  and  the 
cessation  of  this  debate,  which  has  been 
brightened  by  a  very  few  speeches,  but 
da»ened  by  many  which  would  have 
been  better  unspoken.    I  say  we  have 
not  done  anything  during  this  debate 
to  improve  the  position  which  we  hold 
in  the  regard  of  our  country.    I  charge 
it  directly  upon  the  Opposition  as  a  whole, 
and  upon  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who 
leads  it,  that  for  poor  and  paltry  purposes 
they  have  done  very  much  to  defame 
our  reputation,  and    to   degrade  the 
position  which  Parliament  holds  in  the 


eyes  of  the  country,  by  this  long  and 
futile  debate  on  an  absolutely  fatile 
Amendment. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE  (Carnarvon): 
The  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  has 
just  sat  down  has  informed  the  House 
that    this    debate    is    a  treasonable 
waste  of  time.    One  rather  marvels  what 
could  have  prompted    so    patriotic  a 
member  to  assist  in  carrying  on  so 
treasonable  an  enterprise.    The  hon.  and 
g£dlant  Member  said  it  was  exceedingly 
undesirable  that  Members  sitting  on  uie 
front  bench  on  this  side  of  the  House 
should  be  called  upon  at  the  present 
juncture  to  take  upon  themselves  the 
burdens  of  the  Government.     I  quite 
agree,  and  for  the  very  good  reason,  that 
the  Government  has  landed  the  country 
in  a  great  mess,  and  the  best  thing  they 
can  do  is  to  get  us  out  of  it.    I  do  not 
wish  that  the  Liberal  party  should  get 
the  opprobrium  of  paying  the  enormous 
bill  tiut  has  been  incurred.    The  hon. 
I  and  gallant  Member  taunted  us  that  many 
I  Members  who  protested  now  did  not 
!  foresee  the  course  of  events.    But  that 
could  not  be  alleged  against  a  good  many 
Tories  on  his  side  of  the  House,  and  cer- 
tainly not  against  the  Liberal  press.  I  may 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  one  very 
important  individual  did  foresee  these 
disasters.    There  is  a  very  remarkable 
communication  in  this  morning's  Man- 
chester Guardian.     That  is  not  a  news- 
paper in  the  habit  of  printing  unsub- 
stantial  gossip.      According    to  that 
communication  Sir  W.  Butler,  early  in 
the  course  of  last  year,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  Sir  A.  Milner  to  the  state  of 
things  at  the  Cape.   He  pointed  out  that, 
if  Sir  A.  Milner  ordered  him  to  send 
garrisons  to  the  front,  that  would  be 
provocation  for  war.    And  he  pointed 
out  further  that  war  with  the  Transvaal 
would  mean  sending  an  army  of  40,000 
or  50,000  men  to  South  Africa  in  addi- 
tion to  those  then  in  the  Cape  and  Natal. 
The  communication  in  the  Mamliester 
Guardian  went  on  to  say  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  Certainty,  according  to  Sir  W. 
Butler,  that  the  Oran^  Free  State  would 
join  forces  with  their  brethren  in  the 
Transvaal ;  and  in  that  case  the  British 
force  would  have  to  be  still  further 
augmented  by  at  least  two  Army  Corps. 
Sir  A.  Milner  scornfully  replied,  "  It  is 
very  natural  for  you  to  take  such  a  line, 
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from  your  sympathy  with  your  friends 
the  Dutch."  [Laughter.] 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
E.) :  Where  did  you  get  such  a  state- 
ment t  I  never  hearcT  of  such  a  com- 
mimication. 

Mb.  LLOYD-GEORGE:  It  appears 
in  the  Mnnckfder  Guardian^  and  I  think 
it  is  worthy  of  something  more  than 
laughter;  it  is  at  least  entitled  to  a 
ienial  from  those  who  are  responsible. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  give  it 
denial. 

Mr.  LLOYD-GEORGE :  That  suffices 
for  the  present.  1  will  not  pursue  the 
ubjeet  further  now.  The  hon.  and  gal- 
lant Member  did  not  admit  that  the 
Government  had  made  any  mistakes  at  i 
all.  I  {mint  out  that  that  is  rather  out , 
of  keeping  with  the  very  remarkable  j 
admission  made  by  the  Colonial  Secretary  , 
last  night,  who  said  he  was  prepared  to 
make  an  admission  as  to  all  the  mistakes  I 
committed  by  the  Government ;  and  pro- ' 
ceeded  to  admit  the  mistakes  of  the  War 
Office,  the  mistakes  of  the  generals,  and, 
in  fact,  the  mistakes  of  everybody  except 
his  own  and  those  of  the  Colonial  Office. 
I  venture  to  say  that  in  the  general 
opinion  of  the  country  the  greatest  mis- 
takes that  have  been  made  are  those  com- 
mitted in  the  diplomacy  of  the  Colonial 
Secretary.  Discussion  has  been  rather 
deprecated  at  the  present  juncture, 
especially  discussion  in  regard  to  the 
merite  of  the  war ;  but  however  much  we 
may  deprecate  discussion,  or  succeed  in 
stopping  discussion  in  the  House,  it  will 
not  be  stopped  in  the  country.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  said  that  if  the  war 
was  unjust  and  unrighteous  it  ought  not 
to  be  prosecuted.  That  is  the  view  taken, 
not  by  a  majority,  but  by  a  very  strong 
body  of  people  in  the  country,  and  a 
growing  one.  Whatever  line  we  t^e  in 
this  House,  discussion  will  go  on  in  the 
country,  in  workshops  and  factories,  until 
that  conviction  is  reached.  This  bloodshed 
should  be  put  an  end  to.  I  think  it  was 
John  Bright  who  said  that  the  people 
took  no  interest  in  diplomacy  until 
it  had  been  made  interesting  by 
war.  That  is  perfectly  true.  I  ask 
hon.  Members  opposite  how  many 
people  in  this  countiy  realise  that  the 
Mr,  Lloyd'Gearge,  i 


Boer  Government,  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  accepted  an  offer  made  by  our 
Government  in  the  beginning  of  August, 
and  how  many  realise  that  we  are  at  war 
now  after  they  had  accepted  the  pro- 
posals we  had  offered?  I  venture  to  put 
it  to  any  lawyer  in  this  House,  whether 
in  any  court  of  equity  specific  perfor- 
mance would  not  have  been  enforced  on 
that  state  of  facts.  Then  we  hear  a  good 
deal  about  the  intolerable  oppression  of 
the  Government  of  the  Transvaal.  How 
many  workmen  in  this  country  realise 
that  the  wages  earned  by  miners  in  the 
Transvaal  were  four  times  as  high  as  at 
home  ?  How  many  miners  realise  that 
an  eight  hours  day,  which  they  cannot 
get  their  own  House  of  Commons  to 
give  attention  to,  is  provided  for  by 
an  Act  passed  under  this  oppressive 
Transvaal  Government  %  How  many 
people  in  this  country  realise,  when  they 
hear  wild,  vague  talk  about  the  oppression 
and  despotism  of  the  Transvi^  that 
whereas  in  Rhodesia,  under  our  own 
Government,  the  gold  mining  roj^ties 
are  fifty  per  cent.,  under  this  oppressive 
and  despotic  Transvaal  Government  they 
are  only  one-half  per  cent,  t  Then,  I  would 
like  to  know  how  many  Members  of  the 
House  know  really  what  are  tht- 
grievances  in  regard  to  which  we  are 
fighting.  Let  me  give  one  case  in  point. 
No  gnevance  has  excited  more  senti- 
mental oppraition  to  the  Transvaal  thiui 
the  grievance  r^arding  the  natives. 
Ministers  of  the  gospel  of  peace  go  preach- 
ing warbecausethey  are  excited  by  tales  of 
intolerable  oppression  of  the  native  blacks. 
But  what  is  the  native  gnevance  t  I  give 
it  not  as  stated  by  Mr.  White,  or  by  Mr. 
Stead,  but  by  the  Chamber  of  Mines  in 
Johannesburg  in  its  annual  report.  Native 
touts  are  sent  round  all  Western  Africa  to 
induce  natives  to  come  to  Johannesburg,  and 
work  in  the  mines.  These  touts  make 
false  representations  to  the  natives  in 
regard  to  wages  and  the  hours  of  labour, 
and  when  the  natives  arrive  they  say 
this  is  not  what  was  promised  us,"  and 
thero  are  desertions  among  t^em  to  the 
number  of  5,000  a  month.  What  was  it 
that  the  Uitlanden  said  ?  They  coin- 
plained  against  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
ment because  it  did  not  pass  a  law  to 
detain  these  natives,  to  imprison  them,  to 
fine  them  beyond  their  means,  and  after- 
wards to  send  them  per  force  to  work  in 
their  (the  Uitlanders')  mines  under  the 
contracts  of  employment  which  had  beea 
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entered  into  by  fraud.  This  is  the  native 
grievance  which  these  ministers  of 
religion  talk  about.  My  hon.  and  learned 
friend  the  Member  for  South  Shields 
delivered  a  very  remarkable  speech  the 
other  day.  He  said  that  all  revolutionary 
wars  were  alike  questions  of  £  s.  d.,  and 
he  compared  these  reformers  in  the  Trans 
vaal  to  Joha  Hampden  and  George 
Washington.  And  he  said  that  behind 
all  these  questions  of  £  s.  d.  was  the  great 
principle  of  human  liberty.  Now,  what 
is  the  great  principle  of  human  liberty 
liehind  the  £.  s.  d.  in  this  case  %  I  wilt 
t|Uote  as  John  Hampden  a  gentleman 
called  Mr.  Rudd,  who  delivered  a  speech 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Consolidated 
Gold  Fields  on  November  14th,  1899,  in 
which  he  said— 


"They  sfconld  try  some  cogent  form  of  in-  \ 
(locemeat,  or  practically  compel  the  native 
thnmgh  taxation  or  in  some  otlmr  way  to  coq> 
tribate  his  quota  to  the  goot)  of  the  com-  i 
mnnity,  and  to  a  certain  extent  he  would  then  | 
liavetowork.  .  .  .  if  nnder  thecryof  civilisit- i 
tion  we  in  E^pt  lately  mowed  down  10,000  or 
dl^OOO   Dervmiies   mth  Maxims,  surely  it  { 
cannot  be  considered  a  hardship  to  compel  the  ' 
natives  in  South  Africa  to  give  three  months  ' 
in  the  year  to  doing  a  little  honest  work." 

That  is  a  grievance  of  the  Uitlanders.  | 
It  means  that  at  the  price  of  the  blood  of  , 
our  brave  soldiers  we  are  going  to  renew  i 
slavery  in  South  Africa.  That  is  the  | 
John  Hampden  of  Uie  Kand,  and  that  is  | 
the  great  principle  for  which  we  are  fight- 1 
inj;.  Let  us  come  to  the  George 
\\  ashington  of  the  Hand.  I  have  called 
this  gentleman  George  Washington  be- 1 
cause  he  is  an  American.  His  real  name  is  ' 
Mr.  Hays  Hammond.  Hewasune  of  the  . 
leaders  of  the  fteform  party  ;  was  in  the  j 
raid,  and  was  imprisoned.  These  are  the  ! 
principles  he  advocated  when  be  ad- , 
dressed  this  meeting  of  shareholders  on  | 
14th  November.  These  gentlemen  are  i 
very  astute ;  they  speak  out  after  the ' 
war  has  commenced,  and  when  they  know  , 
that  nothing  can  stop  it.  If  these  i 
speeches  had  been  delivered  before  the ' 
war  the  people  of  this  country  would 
have  received  them  with  disgust.  He 
said: — 

I 

"  With  good  government  there  should  be  an  , 
ahandance  of  labour,  and  with  an  abundance 
of  labour  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  cutting 
down  wages,  bet-anse  it  is  preposterous  to  pay 
a  Kathr  the  present  wages.     He  would  Imj 

![nit«  as  well  satisfied — in  fact  be  would  work 
anger—  if  yoa  gave  him  half  the  amount.  His 
wages  are  aitogether  disproportionate  to  his 
teqoireuentii.   .   .   .   There  would  also  be  a 


considerable  redaction  in  the  coHt  of  white 
labonr." 

"  With  good  government,"  he  says — and 
this  is  really  a  fine  phrase — "there  should 
be  an  abundance  of  labour,  and  with  an 
abundance  of  la}K>ur  there  would  be  no 
difficulty  in  cutting  down  wages."  That  is 
his  George  Washington  idea,  "because,"  he 
says,  "  it  is  preposterous  to  the  Kaffir 
the  present  rate  of  wages."  Three  pounds 
per  month,  I  think  it  is.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  No,  jE2  5a.]  Well,  he  says  "  it 
is  preposterous  to  pay  a  Kaffir  the 
present  rate  of  wages  ;  he  would  be  quite 
as  well  satisfied  if  you  paid  him  half  that 
amount.  His  wages  are  altogether  dis- 
proportionate to  his  requirements."  Now, 
that  is  the  £:reat  principle  of  human 
liberty  espoused  by  my  hon.  and  learned 
friend,  who  says  that  these  question 
are  always  governed  by  £  s.  d 
Then  Mr.  Hays  Hammond  proceeds 
to  condescend  to  particulars,  and  he 
gives  the  exact  profit  which  he  has  been 
getting  for  his  company.  He  thought 
the  war  might  better  not  have  been, 
but  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that 
as  the  result  of  it  the  expected  gain 
to  the  Consolidated  Goldfields  per  annum 
would  be  £2,199,433;  and  he  goes  on 
to  say  that  the  increased  dividends  would 
amount  to  45  per  cent.  So  that  apart 
from  the  great  principle  of  human  liberty 
there  is  no  mistake  about  the  £..  s.  d. 
That  is  what  we  are  fighting  for.  That  is 
the  natives'  grievance  which  has  excited 
the  deepest  commiseration  throughout 
this  country.  That  is  what  our  brave 
troops  are  shedding  their  blood  for ;  they 
are  dying  to  restore  slavery  under  the 
British  flag.  Now  let  us  have  another  of 
these  grievances.  The  next  is  the  griev- 
ance of  the  liquor  law,  and  it  is  really  an 
extraordinary  grievance  to  be  fighting 
for.  I  quote  here  from  the  report 
of  the  Associated  Chamber  of  MineS;, 
which  contains  among  other  distinguished 
names  those  of  Mr.  Hays  Hammond  and 
Mr.  Fitzpatrick.  Here  is  the  memorial 
of  the  Chamber  of  Mines  to  the  Govern- 
ment. The  first  statement  is  that  strong 
drink  is  by  no  means  indispensable  to 
natives ;  secondly,  that  experience  has 
proved  that  addiction  to  strong  drink  is 
with  the  natives  physically  immoral ;  and 
i  thirdly,  that  .the  present  liquor  law  is 
I  sound  in  principle,  and  that  certain 
I  amendments,  if  vigorously  enforced,  will 
practically  stamp  out  tiie  illicit  traffic. 
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These  gentlemen  are  the  prohibitioners. 
You  are  practically  fighting  for  pro- 
hibition. But  what  a  spectacle  it 
all  presents  for  a  Government  which 
floated  into  power  on  beer  to  engage  in  a 
sanguinary  war  to  enforce  prohioition  in 
the  Transvaal.  That  is  the  liquor  law ; 
and,  hy  the  way,  I  may  say  that  that 
memorial  had  a  good  effect.  Afterwards 
the  assistance  of  the  Grown  Office  was 
given  to  the  Uitlanders  to  put  it  into 
operation.  Now,  another  matter  that  is 
brought  into  the  discussion  is  that  of  the 
railways,  and  it  is  most  extraordinary. 
What  is  it  that  the  Uitlanders  demand  ? 
They  demand  that  the  railways  which  are 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  private  com- 
panies shall  henceforth  be  managed  by 
the  State.  What,  managed  by  a  corrupt 
and  inefficient  Government  t — a  Govern- 
ment which  is  said  to  be  so  corrupt  that 
it  cannot  mana^  its  own  affairs  !  They 
contend  that  the  Govenmient  should  not 
only  take  over  the  railways,  but  manage 
them  as  well.  That  is  an  extraordinary 
view  for  the  Uitlanders  to  take  The 
next  grievance  is  as  to  the  franchise,  and 
with  regard  to  that  I  should  like  to  point 
out  this.  There  is  a  great  deal  said  about 
equal  rights  and  equal  privileges  between 
the  two  white  races  ;  but  there  is  really 
no  distinction  in  the  Transvaal  between 
one  race  and  another.  There  is  only  that 
distinction  which  you  find  in  every  other 
nation  in  the  civilised  world  between  a 
man  who  is  bom  on  the  soil  and  a  man 
who  comes  from  another  country.  In 
this  country  we  draw  exactly  the 
same  distinction  between  an  Englishman 
and  a  foreigner.  President  Kruger 
in  the  Transvaal  fixes  a  fourteen  years 
residence  as  the  qualification  for  the 
franchise.  In  this  country  we  insist 
practically  on  seven  years ;  but  hardly 
any  Uithinder  in  this  country  could  get 
a  vote  under  six  or  seven  years.  Now 
that,  in  my  opinion,  does  not  amount  to 
intolerable  oppression.  Is  it  unreasonable 
that  such  a  distinction  should  be  drawn 
in  a  community  like  that  of  the  Trans- 
vaal, '  where  the  foreigner  is  in  the 
majority  ?  If  you  think  that  a  foreigner 
ought  to  wait  six  or  seven  years  in  your 
country,  where  the  foreigner  is  a  neglige- 
able  quantity,  surely  it  is  not  too  much 
to  expect  that  I  should  impose  a  period  of 
fourteen  years  in  my  country  in  order  to 
protect  my  position  against  the  foreigners. 
But  this  is  my  point :  President  Kruger, 
who  is  all-powerful  in  the  Volksraad,  was 

Mr.  Uoyd43eorge. 


called  upon  to  practically  hand  over  the 
country  to  foreigners,  and  he  was  entitled 
to  say  :  "  If  that  be  so,  I  must  insist  that 
the  Government  is  a  local  one."  How 
could  you  ask  President  Kruger  to  hand 
over  his  country  to  the  control  of  a 
people  whose  patriotism  was  the  due  of  a 
foreign  nation  1  I  think  it  is  unfair.  That 
is  really  the  effect  of  the  proposition  made 
on  behalf  of  the  Uitlanders.  Here 
is  a  test  of  it.  The  country  was 
in  difficulties,  in  constant  difficulties  with 
the  Kaffirs.  President  Kruger  comman- 
deered a  number  of  the  British  subjects. 
They  said,  "  No,  we  won't  fight ;  we  are 
Englishmen."  But  what  President  Kruger 
said  was  that  "the  real  test  of  patriotism 
is,  whether  a  man  will  die  for  his 
country.  If  you  are  not  prepared  to 
do  it,  my  burghers  are."  Then  if  ihey  de- 
clined to  do  that.  President  Kruger  was 
entitled  to  say,  "  You  are  no  part  of  this 
country,  and  until  I  secure  your  fourteen 
years  frandiise  I  do  not  see  that  your 
statiis  is  different  from  that  of  the 
foreigner."  Although  there  was  nothing 
unreasonable  in  President  Kruger's  atti- 
tude, I  think  we  would  have  got  the  five 
years  franchise.  There  is  good  ground 
for  thinking  so.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
the  jNIember  for  South  Aberdeen  pointed 
out  that  there  was  a  great  reform  {xuty  in 
the  Transvaal — the  Liberal  party  of  the 
Transvaal — headed  by  General  Joubert, 
and  he  came  within  500  votes  of  defeat- 
ii^  President  Kruger.  In  the  Volksraad 
there  was  a  juoposal  to  reduce  the  fran- 
chise from  fourteen  to  five  years.  That 
was  before  the  raid.  It  was  defeated  only 
by  a  majority  of  four  in  a  House  of 
Dutchmen  elected  by  the  Boers.  I 
should  like  to  give  you  the  names 
of  some  of  the  men  who  voted 
in  favour  of  that  proiKtsal.  The 
first  is  that  of  General  Joubert,  who  is 
fighting  for  independence  at  the  head  of 
the  Boer  army ;  the  next  is  General 
Schalk  Burgher,  and  the  next  General 
Lucas  Meyer.  In  a  few  years  tim«  we 
mig^t  have  hoped  to  convert  the  best 
[men  in  South  Africa  to  our  way  of 
I  thinking.  I  believe  we  should  have  got 
the  five  years  franchise  in  a  few  years.  The 
new  diplomacy  has  converted  the  best 
friends  we  had  in  Africa  into  those  dan- 
gerous foes  who  have  inflicted  a  more 

frievous  succession  of  blows  upon  our 
Impire  than  any  which  it  has  suffered  for 
over  a  century.  The  whole  disposition 
of  the  Boers  was  changed  by  the  raid. 
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and  I  think  there  was  real  ground  for '  lect — that  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
the  suspicion  that  they  undoubtedly  en- '  Eccleaall  Division  of  Sheffield  (Sir  £. 
tertained.  Here  we  had  three  or  four  j  Ashmead-Bartlett) — that  he  could  strike  a 
men  who  have  sworn  that  the  Colonial ;  fine  lode;  and  he  started  working  it,  and  it 
OfiBce  was  implicated  in  the  raid. ,  has  paid  him.  He,  at  any  rate,  made  a 
Dr.  Rutherfoord  Harris  went  into  the  box  long  speech  about  this  grievance ;  but  there 
and  said  he  believed  that  there  was  a  .  was  not  a  word  from  anybody  in  support 
coming  revolution,  and  that  he  wanted  of  him.  Alone  he  stood.  There  was  not 
this  strip  of  ground  in  Bechuanaland  in  even  a  word  from  the  right  hon.  Gentlc- 
order  to  have  the  police  ready  in  case  of  man  the  Member  for  West  Birmingham, 
emergency.  Another  witness,  Mr.  Cecil  i  except  that  he  got  up  and  said,  "  We 
Rhodes,  and  Mr.  Hawkaley,  his  solicitor,  <  have  no  light  to  intenere."  Not  a  word 
said  the  same  thing.  There  were '  against  that  heretical  doctrine  which  we 
four  gentlemen,  at  any  rate,  who  believed '  are  now  spending  millions  to  abolish.  I 
the  <x»loniaI  Office  was  behind  them,  and  '■  agree  with  the  hon.  Member  who  has  just 
what  is  still  more  important,  they  said  so  sat  down  that  this  is  not  the  war  of  the 
at  the  time.  Dr.  Rutherfoord  Harris  Colonial  Office  and  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
believed  it,  so  how  can  you  blame  the  man  the  Colonial  Secretary,  It  is  the 
Boers  for  beheWng  it  1  It  is  rather  war  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the  Eccleaall 
extraordinary  that  we  have  not  had  ,  Division,  and  he  has  gone  out  there  to 
all  the  correspondence  published.  That ,  watch  with  parental  solicitude  and  pride 
would  have  thrown  more  light  upon  '  the  growth  of  his  infant.  Only  nine  years 
the  matter.  However,  the  Colonial  ,  have  elapsed  since  the  agitation  began  for 
Secretary  knows  perfectly  well  that  a  five  years  franchise  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
the  Boers  had  this  suspicion  in '  we  are  now  at  war  with  that  country, 
their  mind%  and  every  man  in  this  i  although  here  it  took  a  whole  century  to 
country  knows  it  now.  The  whole  Con-  [  lower  the  franchise.  I  do  not  believe  the 
tinent  of  Europe  knows  it.  Then  there  ,  war  has  any  connection  with  the  franchise, 
is  another  point — the  clearing  of  Mr.  It  is  a  question  of  45  per  cent,  dividends  ; 
Cecil  Rhodes,  the  gentleman  who  had  and  yet  wo  hear  of  the  obstinacy  of  Presi- 
assured  these  men  who  went  to  die  in  dent  Kruger.  It  is  said  that  there  was  no 
the  raid  that  they  were  dying  for  their  possibility  of  concession  on  the  part  of 
(^ueen.  Who  was  it  who  induced  these  President  Kruger  except  through  the 
men  to  commit  an  act  which- deprived  medium  of  guns  and  bayonets.  When 
them  of  their  professional  rank  and  the  war  began,  we  heard  a  great  deal 
ruined  their  professional  career  for  life  1 ,  about  the  obstinate  and  obdurate  con- 
To  my  mind  thece  is  no  word  in  the  Eng- ;  duct  of  President  Kruger,  but  only  in 
lish  language  adequate  to  characterise  the  July  last  the  Colonial  Secretary  spoke  of 
moral  turpitude  of  that  action.  It  is  a  ^  the  rapidity  with  which  the  modifications 
count  in  the  indictment  which  still  re-  ^  made  by  the  South  African  Republic  since 
maina.  Now,  Sir,  I  doubt  very  much  •  the  Bloemfontein  Conference  had  followed 
whether  the  conscience  of  this  country  each  other,  and  said  that  each  new  scheme 
will  tolerate  the  problem  of  this  war.  seemed  to  be  an  advance  and  improvement 
What,  after  alt,  is  this  grievance  as  to  on  that  which  preceded  it.  The  statement 
the  franchise  in  the  Transvaal  1  I  think '  that  President  Kruger  was  so  obstinate 
the  country  ought  really  u>  be  in  posses-  that  he  would  not  consider  anything  is 
sion  of  the  facts.  The  foreigner  landing  untrue,  and,  seeing  that  the  falsehood  has 
in  the  Transvaal  is  in  a  better  position  in  !  led  to  this  bloodshed,  it  is  a  crime  per- 
voting  for  the  magistrates  and  for  the  |  petrated  on  the  country.  I  should  have 
Section  of  Freeident  than  he  is  in  i  thought  that  the  greatest  pride  of 
this  oountiT  ;  and  yet  we  proceed  <  the  Uitlanders  would  have  been  to  take 
to  teach  them  at  the  point  of  the  part  in  this  conflict  and  fight  for  their 
bcironet  the  doctrine  of  equal  rights,  supposed  rights.  But  how  many  have 
^^en  the  Conservatives  were  in  office, ;  availed  themselves  of  the  privilege  ? 
in  1888-1892,  they  discussed  swine  fever  They  prefer  to  lounge  about  the  notels  of 
among  other  things,  but  not  a  word  Capetown  while  English  homes  are  being 
was  uttered  about  these  intolerable  made  desolate  on  their  behalf.  Seven 
burdens  under  which  our  fellow  subjects  thousand  of  the  Uitlanders  are  fighting 
were  suffering  in  the  Transvaal.  At  last ,  for  their  intolerable  oppressors.  How 
in  1894  it  dawned  upon  one  bright  intel-  many  are  fighting  for  their  rights  1  Barely 

Digitized  by^Sb^^gle 


767 


Address  in  Anmtr  to 


{COMMONS} 


the  Qtmn's  Speech.  76« 


a  battation  out  of  the  whole  80,000,  and ' 
the  remainder  are  living  in  security,  . 
grumbling  about  their  lo8Be{^  and  without 
turning  a  thought  to  those  who  are 

sirffering  in  the  war.  I  am  sure,  Sir, 
that  I  shall  carry  the  House  with  me 
when  I  declare  that  such  men  and  their 
grievances  are  not  worth  a  drop  of  British 
blood. 

*SiR  JOHN  STIRLING -MAXWELL 
(Glasgow,  CoUe^) :  I  have  no  intention  , 
of  answering  the  speech  to  which  we 
have  just  listened,  because  that  is  alto- 
gether foreign  to  the  purpose  for  which 
I  rise.  If  you  will  allow  me  to  say  so, 
as  one  who  has  a  very  sincere  admiration 
for  the  hon.  Member's  talents,  I  have 
heard  his  speech  from  beginning  to  end 
with  great  regret,  from  the  unjustifiable 
quotation  with  which  he  began  down  to 
the  unjustified  use  of  the  ^der  aspect 
of  this  war,  with  which  he  concluded.  The  , 
right  hon.  Member  for  Kast  Fife  and 
the  right  hon.  Member  for  West  Mon- 
mouthshire made  somewhat  scornful  allu- 
sions to  those  people  who  looked  on  this 
debate  as  a  waste  of  time,  and  I  trembled 
as  they  spoke ;  but  I  felt  glad  I  was  one 
of  that  devoted  band,  and  I  can  honestly 
say  that  I  feel  no  allegiance  to  any  paity 
so  strong  as  I  feel  towards  those  who 
look  on  debates  like  this  at  times  like 
this  as  a  waste  of  time,  and  worse  than 
a  waste  of  time.  I  have  no  complaints  to 
makeagainst  Memljcrswho  have  addressed 
the  House,  because  in  this  matter  of 
waste  of  time  one  speech  has  been  as  bad 
as  another,  but  I  make  one  exception 
due,  not  only  to  the  brilliant  eloquence 
of  the  Member  for  Dover,  but  to  the 
fact  that  he  was  in  the  unique  position 
of  having  something  to  tell  us  which  we 
had  not  heard  before.  I  cannot  forget  that 
the  hon.  Members  and  right  hon.  Members 
of  this  House,  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  the  right  hon.  Member  for  East 
Fife,  who  spoke  to-day,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
l»er  for  the  Berwick  Division,  gentlemen 
to  whom  we  all  look  as  the  embodiment 
of  public-spirited  unselfishness  in  this 
House — even  they  have  been  drawn  with 
zest  into  this  discussion.  I  merely  wish 
to  test  this  Amendment  by  one  test. 
Could  anyone  who  has  read  this  debate 
imagine  that  this  House  had  met  at  a  time 
of  ^reat  national  peril,  or  at  least  of  grave 
anxiety  1  Could  anyone  imagine  from  the 
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speeches  made  in  this  House  that  all  eyes 
in  the  country  were  turned  to  this  House 
to  leara  how  defeat  was  to  be  turned  into 
victory  1  It  appears  to  me  that  the  ancient 
methods  of  this  House  have  led  us  into 
grave  neglect  of  duty.  The  one  thing 
which  we  ought  to  want  to  hear  is  what  pro- 
posals theGovemmenthaveto  make  for  the 
reinforcement  of  the  Army,  and  I  should 
like  to  appeal  to  hon.  Members  on  both 
sides  to  put  an  end  to  this  debate.  One 
hon.  Grentleman  on  the  opposite  side  told 
us  that  this  Amendment  had  to  be  moved 
because  it  was  expected  by  the  countn*. 
Surely  the  country  now  has  had  enough 
of  it.  It  is  an  idle  Amendment,  but 
though  idle  it  may  have  serious  results. 
Up  to  this  time  the  right  of  this  House 
to  be  considered  the  central  council  of 
the  Empire  has  not  been  disputed,  but  as 
the  Empire  develops  and  the  population 
grows  larger  there  may  come  a  day  when 
the  claims  will  not  be  allowed,  and  when 
that  day  comes  I  believe  the  enemies  ci 
this  House  will  point  to  this  debate  as 
proving  that  at  the  first  moment  of  real 
peril  that  comes  to  the  Emjure  this. 
House  wasted  more  than  a  week  (A 
public  time  before  turning  to  the  press- 
ing needs  of  the  country.  I  have 
only  now  to  appeal  to  the  Leader  of  the 
House,  and  I  assure  him  he  has  .under- 
estimated the  confidence  this  House  and 
the  Empire  has  in  him,  and  that  the  con- 
fidence will  not  be  shaken  by  any 
inference  which  might  be  drawn  from 
an  enforced  conclusion  of  this  dis- 
cussion. I  appeal  to  him  to  bring  it  to  a 
conclusion. 

Mb.  MUXKO  FERGUSON  (Leith 
Burghs) :  I  am  as  anxious  as  anyone  to 
come  to  the  proposals  of  the  Gov  ernment 
with  regard  to  defence,  bui  at  the  same 
time  I  must  express  my  surprise  that  we 
have  not  had  the  proposals  sooner.  If. 
as  the  leader  of  the  House  has  stated,  the 
public  service  is  suffering  through  this 
debate,  it  is  quite  within  the  rules  of  the 
House  that  this  debate  can  be  stopped 
at  any  moment  in  order  to  consider 
urgent  proposals.  Therefore  we  are  not 
open  to  any  chai;geof  delayina  the  Govern- 
ment. I  think  we  should  nave  had  the 
proposals  before  now.  There  are  two 
results  we  can  claim  from  this  debate, 
one  the  speech  of  the  Under  Secretsn' 
for  War,  which  contained  the  first  etMe- 
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meat  on  behalf  of  the  Government  which  ' 
showed  they  appreciated  the  gravity  of 
the    situation,    and    the    second    the  ; 
speech  of  the  ColoDial   Secretary,  con- 
taining the  most  important  declaration  we 
hiive   yet   heard   of  the   Government's  \ 
policy.    It  showed  us  that  the  fate  of  the 
countiT  was  in  stronger  hands  than  might ' 
have  been  sur^>08ea  from  some  of  the  \ 
statements  of  Ministers,  before  Parliament 
met,  at  Manchester,  Leicester,  and  else- 
where, and  from  the  statement  of  the  ' 
Prime  Minister  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Although  I  look  upon  this  as  a  just  < 
war,  and  a  war  which  has  been  forced  ^ 
upon   us,   yet  I   cannot   conceal   from  . 
myself  the  belief  that  there  have  been  ; 
grave  errors  in  the  diplomacy  and  the  i 
preparations   for    war.    In     voting  for ! 
this   Amendment,   I   record   my   sense  , 
of  avoidable   disasters,   but  I  do  not 
in  the  least  deny  that  it  is  a  war  in 
defence     of     our    just    rights.  No 
charge   can    be   made    that   we   are ' 
unwilling  to   give  a  straight  vote  to ; 
the  Government  on  the  clear  issue  of  the  \ 
war.  We  merely  d«ire  to  give  them  a  clear  ' 
perception  of  those  parts  of  the  policy  of  ! 
which  we    disapprove.     The     Under ' 
Secretary    of    State    for    War    said  ] 
that  in  various  quarters  this  Amend-  \ 
ment   would   not   be   understood,   and  ' 
that  view  has  been  re-echoed  by  many  ' 
othera.    I  do  not  think  the  Government  | 
or  their  supporters  understand  it.     It : 
has  been  denounced  as  a  despicable  party  \ 
manteuvre,  inspired  by  the  ignoble  aim  ' 
of    uniting    the    Liberal     party  in 
anticipation  of   office.     Who    believes ' 
that     a   change    of    Government   is ' 
desirable  in  the  country  at  a  time  like 
this  t   I  do  not  think  that  charge  can  be 
seriously  made.    Another  objection  made  | 
is  that  we  should  not  move  an  Amendment 
like  this  unless  we  are  prepared  to  cross  ' 
the    floor    of    the    Hotise.     That  is,  ' 
after  all,  only  a    technical  objection, 
Itecause  if  any   discussitm    is    to  be ! 
raised  it    is    necessary    to   move  an  < 
Amendment.  In  my  opinion  this  Amend- 
ment is  perfectly  fair  and  reasonably  , 
being  inspired  by  a  sense  that  the  Govern- 1 
ment  have  failed  to  prepare  for  war,  and  \ 
now  fail  to  appreciate  sufficiently  the 
grave  state  of  affairs  in  which  we  are 
placed,  and  that  is  why  I  welcomed  the  ' 
declarations  made  in  the  most  important 
part  of  the  debate  last  night.    It  is  the  , 
duty  of  the  Opposition  to  raise  a  debate 
of  this  kind,  uid  endeavour  to  keep  the 
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question  within  proper  bounds.  The 
supreme  end  of  the  Oppoeition  at  this 

time  is  to  strengthen  the  Government.  I 
have  had  doubts  as  to  how  that  end  could 
be  best  conserved,  but  to  my  mind,  after 
the  speeches  on  the  opening  day  of  the 
session,  this  Amendment  was  fully  justi- 
fied, and  we  could  not  have  avoided  bring- 
ing it  before  the  House.  It  has  been 
asserted  during  the  course  of  the  debate 
that  the  country  does  not  care  for  an 
Amendment  of  this  kind  at  a  time  like 
this,  and  although  that  is  a  characteristic 
statement  from  Member^  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House,  I  do  not  think  it  repre- 
sents entirely  the  feeling  of  the  coimtry, 
The  country  does  care  for  the  humiliation 
of  thecountry.  Each  Minister  tells  his 
own  tale.  Lord  Salisbiu-y  asks  "  How  on 
earth  we  were  to  know  the  Boer 
strength " ;  Lord  Lansdowne,  rising 
within  a  few  moments,  said  "  We  know 
all  we  care  about  the  Boer  strength." 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  said 
"  War  was  inevitable."  I  am  quoting  from 
the  Erira- Parliamentary  Hansard^  which 
purports  to  give  a  correct  report  of 
speeches  of  hon.  and  right  hbn.  Grentle- 
men  outside  Westminster.  The  Under 
Secretary  for  War  says  that  every  pre- 
caution was  taken  which  foresight  could 
suggest.  We  have  had  admissions  from 
the  Colonial  Secretary  that  the  Goveni- 
ment  had  made  mistakes.  The  debate,  I 
feel,  will  assist  the  country,  and  that  was 
the  reason  this  Amendment  was  moved. 
As  to  the  unpreparedn^  for  war,  we  feel 
that  the  Army  did  not  have  a  fair  chance  at 
thestart  At  firstit  was  thougfatthat  20,000 
men  were  sufficient,  and  that  humiliation 
might  be  averted.  Then  we  had  60,000, 
and  we  were  told  that  we  should  have 
an  easy  time  up  to  the  taking  of 
Pretoria.  With  180,000  men  we  nave 
found  that  the  war  has  partaken  of  the 
nature  of  a  drawn  battle  ;  and  even  with 
200,000  men  there  is  a  long  and  difficult 
struggle  before  us,  which  will  make  the 
final  settlement  of  South  Africa  all  the 
more  diffictilt,  whilst  our  own  position  alli 
the  world  over  is  more  or  less  vulnerable. 
The  question  of  the  prompt  dispatch  of 
troops  is  one  of  thefirst  importance,  because 
we  cannot  conceal  the  fact  that  there  is  a 
world-wide  sympathy  with  the  Boers» 
which  is  greatly  increased  by  our  failure. 
It  is  the  misrepresentations  that  are  made 
of  us,  that  we  are  shooting  down  harm- 
less peasants  who  occupy  South  Africa  in 
limited  numbers,  which  blinds  the  world 
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to  the  fact  that  the  British  Empire,  and 
not  the  Bepublios,  stands  for  liberty  and 
freedom.  I  hope  that  the  proposaU 
which  the  hon.  Baronet  wishes  to  see 

introduced  will  show  that  further  pre- 
parations will  be  made.  There  are  many 
officers  and  men,  tired  of  civil  life,  who 
could  be  called  up,  and  who  would  form 
the  nucleus  of  a  fresh  force  for  defensive 
purposes,  or  would  strengthen  the  drafts 
which  will  have  to  be  sent  abroad.  There 
has  been  anxiety  to  know  who  is  really 
head  of  the  Army.    We  are  told  that  the 

Cerals  in  the  field  have  had  a  free 
d.  But  unless  General  White's  in- 
structions expressly  directed  him  to 
ignore  Natal  and  the  Natal  Government, 
and  to  think  only  of  his  army,  he  or  any 
British  officer  in  his  position  was  liable 
to  be  swayed  by  political  considerations. 
One  would  like  to  know  whether  General 
White  considered  the  forces  at  his  com- 
mand sufficient  to  carry  out  his  insti-uc- 
tioiis.  The  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  the  other  night  gave  the  late 
General  S3anons  as  the  sole  authority  for 
the  affair  at  Glenooe,  while  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  himself  referred  at  Mandiester 
to  the  "  unhappy  entanglement "  at  Lady- 
smith  in  which  General  White  found 
himself  involved,  and  the  late  Home 
Secretary  to-night  suggested  that 
that  entanglement  might  really  have 
been  caused,  not  by  General  White, 
but  by  his  instructions.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  also  stated  at  Manches- 
ter that  the  guns  supplied  to  General 
White  were  guns  intended  for  a  mobile 
force.  Such  statements  do  not  tend  to 
allay  public  anxiety,  and  the  diarge  of 
unpreparedness  is  almost  inevitable.  It 
would  seem,  from  what  we  are  told,  that 
every  brigade  or  division  sent  out  during 
■the  earlier  part  of  a  war  is  of  the 
character  of  a  forlorn  hope  which  is 
necessarily  sacrificed.  That  surely  is  not 
&  very  encouraging  message  to  send 
either  to  our  regular  forces  in  the  field  or 
to  the  colonial  contingents.  Real  en- 
couragement was  given  by  the  statements 
of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
and  the  Colonial  Secretary,  and  I  hope 
that  we  may,  even  now  on  the  last  day  of 
the  debate,  have  a  very  strong  declara- 
tion from  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
also,  because  we  want  to  know  whether 
the  right  hon.  Gentleipan  is  more  per* 
siuided  of  the  mistakes  that  have  been 
acknowledged  by  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
Mr.  Munro  Ferguson. 


and  of  the  efforts  which  may  be  required 
to  remedy  a  most  serious  state  of  things. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  I  beliere  I  was 
the  first  Minister  to  state  in  public  that 
there  had  undoubtedly  been  mistakes  in 
regard  to  this  war. 

Mr.  MUNEO  FERGUSON:  That 
statement  was  probably  made  at  Man- 
chester, and  the  general  trend  of  public 
opinion  in  respect  of  that  speech  may  be 
judged  from  expressions  used  in  regard  to 
it  by  the  press  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man's own  party.  The  speeches  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  and  of  Lord 
Salisbury  undoubtedly  introduced  a 
feeling  of  gloom.  Certainly  that 
feeling  was  materially  lightened  l>y 
the  speeches  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  and  the  Colonial  Secretary  ; 
but  until  Parliament  met  we  had  no 
declaration  which  gave  any  confidence  to 
the  country  at  a  time  of  great  trial  and 
anxiety.  There  is  only  one  other  point 
to  which  I  wish  to  refer,  and  that  is  the 
subject  of  unity.  We  have  been  exhorted 
and  lectured  on  the  subject  of  unity. 
There  is  no  reason  to  suppose  that  we  are 
notunitedforpractical purposes.  Surelythe 
voting  of  supplies  is  a  very  practical  pur- 
pose ;  surely  the  fact  of  the  statements  of 
the  objects  of  the  war  made  by  the  hon. 
Baronet  behind  me  being  accepted  by  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  shows  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  agreement  with  re- 
gard to  the  ordinary  circiunstances  of  the 
war.  We  have  been  taunted  on  oiir 
wuit  of  unity,  but  I  myself  am  as  anxious 
as  anyone  on  that  side  of  the  House  to 
see  unity.  AVe  may  have  to  go  very  far 
together  in  pursuing  these  objects — that 
there  shall  be  equal  franchise  for  the 
white  races  in  South  Africa,  and  that 
there  shall  never  more  be  any  arsenal 
there  by  means  of  which  British  supre- 
macy may  be  threatened.  I  remember 
many  years  ago,  when  I  happened  to  meet 
Sir  Hercules  Robinson,  as  he  then  ma,  be 
told  me  that,  though  a  strong  supporter 
of  the  restoration  of  the  Transvaal  and 
the  policy  of  1881,  he  thought  that  pence 
having  been  concluded  on  the  frontier 
was  a  serious  bar  to  that  peace  being  a 
lasting  settlement,  and  that  the  way  to 
secure  a  lasting  settlement  was  to  make 
peace  at  Pretoria.  This  time,  at  any  rate, 
we  shall  have  to  go  to  Pretoria.  That  kind 
of  support  should,  I  think,  be  held  to  be 
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sufficient  by  our  ^ponents  if  they  wish  to  i  not  know  of  any  way  in  which  they  could 
promote  unity.  There.are  other  versions  i  bring  the  matter  more  fairly  to  the  test 
of  unity  held  by  some  hon.  Gentlemen,  '  than  by  moving  such  a  resolution  as  that 
and  it  is  interpreted  as  meaning  that  the  '  now  before  the  House.  In  fact  I  think 
Opposition  is  unpatriotic  if  it  does  not  \  they  have  done  the  very  best  thing  pos- 
follow  blindly  and  silently  the  Govern- ,  sible  for  the  Goremment  and  for  this 
ment  into  everj'  hole  and  corner  where  side  of  the  House.  If  we  have  been  in 
ita  policy  may  lead  us.  If  a  Liberal  :  any  way,  which  I  very  much  doubt,  a 
criticises  any  part  of  the  policy  of  the  ]  disunited  party  this  motion  wilt  certainly 
Government  he  is  held  up  to  obloquy  ;  if  i  bring  us  together  in  the  lobby.  There 
he  holds  his  tongue  he  is  supporting  his  is  nothing  brings  a  disunited  party 
his  party  for  political  purposes ;  if  he  ^  together  so  much  as  a  vote  of  censure  on 
speaks  here  for  a  few  moments  he  is  told  ;  the  Government  it  su|)port8.  But  there 
the  country  does  not  care  for  the  debate,  :  are  two  things  of  which  we  may  com- 
and  he  had  better  be  quiet ;  and  if  he  |  plain.  The  first  is  that  the  Amendment 
votes  against  the  Government  he  sinks  |  is  so  wide,  in  that  it  jgoes  back  so  far  as 
beneath  the  notice  of  any  decent  citizen.  ,  1895  instead  of  limiting  the  proposed 
I  think  the  party  opposite  sometimes  set ;  censure  to  the  Government's  conduct 
about  to  create  unity  on  the  policy  of  the  ,  since  Parliament  was  prorogued  in 
war  in  an  odd  kind  of  way.  We  are  com-  October  last.  The  subject  of  the  first 
pelled  to  admit  that  in  some  parts  of  that '  part  of  the  Amendment  was  amply 
policy  most  gross  mistakes  have  been ,  and  fully  threshed  out  in  the  last 
made.  The  Leader  of  the  House  says  it  session  of  Parliament,  and  it  was  certainly 
was  the  raid  which  made  the  Govern-  unnecessary  to  ^^in  take  us  over  the 
ment  helpless  in  the  matter  of  protesting  '  whole  ground.  Then  there  is  the  con- 
against  the  armaments  of  the  Boers.  No,  '  duct  of  the  Opposition,  which  has  unduly 
it  was  not  the  raid.  It  was  the  conduct  extended  the  length  of  the  debate, 
of  the  inquiry  after  the  raid  which  in- ,  Various  reflections  have  been  cast  from 
flicted  a  cruel  and  irreparable  injury  upon  \  both  sides  of  the  House.  The  hon.  and 
^tish  justice  and  British  character,  and  { learned  Member  for  West  Fife,  who 
that  is  the  reason,  if  there  is  any,  for  our  always  speaks  with  wit,  aHIity,  and 
helplessness  in  making  our  war  prepara-  eloquence,  taunted  the  two  front  benches 
tions  with  respect  to  the  armaments  of  ]  with  the  fact  that  the  prolongation  of  the 
the  Transvaal.  But  that  is  not  a  suffi-  debate  arose  from  their  vanity,  that  they 
cient  excuse.  This  matter  must  be  dealt '  desired  to  have  the  best  cuts  of  the 
with  in  the  light  of  plain  facts,  not '  by  '  joint  themselves,  and  that  only  one  of 
skulking  behmd  the  British  Gonstitu- 1  them  could  speak  each  night.  I  think  he 
tion  or  public  departments  or  the  "man  |  ought  to  confine  his  censure  to  the  front 
in  the  street."  We  should  do  better ;  bench  on  his  own  side  of  the  House, 
if  our  troops  could  take  cover  and  our  i  because  it  is  an  open  secret  that  the 
Ministers  come  out  into  the  open.  We  '  Opposition  are  answerable  for  not  allowing 
have  heard  of  a  weak  and  discredited  <  the  division  to  take  place  until  to-night. 
Opposition.  It  is  a  thousand  pities  there  '  That  being  so,  if  more  than  one  Member 
may  be  nothing  to  tfdce  their  place.  The  ^  of  the  front  bench  spoke  on  any  evenuig 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  i  they  would  soon  be  iwed  up,  and  the  debate 
Aflfairs  said  that  the  country  would  not '  would  collapse  but  for  hon.  Members 
turn  the  present  Government  out  in  order  j  sitting  behind.  Therefore,  if  any  one  of 
to  put  the  Opposition  in.  That  is  a  small  j  us  gets  up  to  speak  I  cannot  see  how  we 
consolation  to  the  country,  but  the  per- 1  can  be  held  responsible  for  the  prolonga- 
mancnt  incubus  of  a  weak  and  indifferent  ;  tion  of  the  debate,  because  it  has  to  go 
and  discredited  Government  would  be  the  \  on  until  a  certain  time,  and  the  inter- 
greatest  curse  that  the  God  of  battles  vening  hours  have  to  be  filled  up  some- 
cooid  prepare  for  the  British  Empire.       ;  how.    There  being  no  complaint  against 

>  us  on  that  account,  we  complain  that  so 
*MiL  GKDGE  (Wfdsall) :  I  am  not  one  I  much  old  matter  has  been  r^ed  up. 
of  those  who  complain  of  this  Amendment !  Things  that  we  dealt  with  in  October  have 
having  been  moved.  However  small  and  j  been  again  brought  forward,  and  we  have 
weak  the  Opposition  may  be  they  hare  j  had  to  go  over  the  same  old  ground, 
a  perfect  right  to  criticise  the  actions  and  ;  In  one  respect  we  may  regret  the 
omissions  of  the  Grovernment,  and  I  do  |  recent    arrangement    by    which  the 
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Address  in  answer  to  Her  Majesty's 
gracious  Speech  is  limited  to  one  sentence. 
If  the  old  course  bad  been  followed,  3, 
clause  would  have  been  inserted  in  the 
Address  reciprocating  Her  Majesty's 
sympathy  with  those  who  are  fighting  in 
the  rront,  and  with  those  who  are  suffering 
because  of  the  war,  and  her  admiration  of 
the  heroism  of  the  troops.  If  a  short 
statement  in  that  sense  was  added  to  the 
Address  I  believe  that  the  hearts  of  our 
soldiers,  both  those  who  are  fighting  and 
those  who  are  wounded,  and  of  the  rela- 
tives of  those  who  have  been  killed, 
would  receive  very  considerable  comfort, 
and  would  glow  with  some  thrill,  knowing 
that  not  only  did  their  Queen  sympathise 
with  them,  but  that  the  House  of 
Commons  as  a  body  had  expressed  in 
Parliament  their  entire  concurrence  in 
.that  feeling.  There  are  one  or  two 
^^peeches,  which  have  not  yet  been  suffi- 
"Ciently  answered,  upon  which  I  wish  to 
make  one  or  t^vo  remarks.  One  complaint 
only  have  I  to  make  against  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  I  wish  they  had  shown  a 
Hittle  more  courage  and  a  little  more  con- 
fidence in  the  hearty  support  of  the  large 
majority  they  have  in  this  House,  and 
■not  have  feared,  as  they  seem  to  have 
<lone,  to  make  proposals  which  might  be 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  country, 
even  though  they  were  unable  at  the  time 
tto  lay  before  us  all  the  circumstances 
which  led  them  to  the  conclusion  that 
«uch  proposals  were  desirable.  So  great 
is  our  confidence  in  the  Government  that 
I  do  not  think  we  should  have  needed 
any  statement.  If  they  had  come  to  the 
House  and  said,  "  We  as  a  Government 
tell  you  we  want  this  or  that  done  for 
strengthening  the  forces  at  home  or  the 
fleet,  or  if  they  had  asked  us  to  vote 
money,  we  shoiUd  have  supported  them 
without  pressing  them  for  their  reasons 
if  they  thought  it  desirable  to  withhold 
them.  In  all  other  respects  they  have 
done  on  the  whole  quite  as  well  as  could 
be  expected  from  them.  No  doubt  the 
Colonial  Secretary  said  that  mistakes  had 
been  made,  and  it  was  contended  there 
was  a  discrepancy  between  that  statement 
and  the  words  of  the  Leader  of  the  House 
.at  Manchester,  when  he  said  the  Govern- 
ment were  not  going  to  apologise  for  any 
mistakes.  I  think  they  were  both  right. 
There  were  mistakes,  but  there  is  no  need 
of  apolog}'.  I  never  knew  of  anybody 
jto  get  on  at  all  without  making  mistakes. 
Jf  we  were  all  endowed  with  prescience, 

Mr.  Gtdge. 


if  we  knew  exactly  what  was  on  the  other 
side  of  the  hill,  or  would  take  place  to- 
morrow or  next  year,  we  should  make  no 
mistakes.  He  alone  is  culpable,  and  needs 
to  make  apologies  for  mistakes,  who  does 
not  act  ri^tly  on  the  facts  before  him. 
There  is  no  man  in  business  who,  on  look- 
ing back,  cannot  see  that  he  has  made 
mistakes.  But  that  is  no  reason  for 
sorrow,  it  is  not  a  reason  for  apology,  to 
those  who  have  done  the  best  in  their 
power  on  the  facts  before  them,  who  have 
formed  the  best  judgment  open  to  them 
on  what  they  knew.  If  things  turned 
out  not  as  they  might  reasonably  have 
expected  no  one  has  any  right  to  find 
fault,  and  there  is  no  need  of  apology*. 
That  seems  to  me  to  be  the  position  of 
the  Government  in  the  present  instance. 
I  did  not  have  the  advantage  of  heariug 
it,  but  I  have  read  carefully  a  very 
long  speech  of  the  hoo.  Memtwr  the  ex- 
Attorney  General.  There  are  other 
speeches  very  like  his,  but  I  think  he  is 
the  chief  offender  in  the  matter.  Here, 
at  a  time  when  great  Imperial  interests 
are  at  stake,  at  a  time  when  we  want  to 
get  to  work,  he  thought  it  well  to  make  a 
very  long  speech  entirely  taken  up  by 
details,  full  from  beginning  to  end  uf 
small  points.  I  could  not  but  be  re- 
minded of  a  saying  of  Burke's  about 
a  hundred  years  ago  in  connectioa 
with  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings.  An 
ex-Law  Officer  of  the  Crown  made  a 
long  and  elaborate  speech  on  the  subject, 
and  Burke  said  that  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  was  very  eloquent ;  he  was  verj' 
great  at  nin  pnm  ;  he  was  a  master  of 
small  points ;  his  mind  was  filled  with 
small  points ;  but  he  was  about  as  capable 
of  understanding  a  great  Imperial  ques- 
tion like  this  as  a  doe  rabbit  is  of  under- 
standing the  gestations  of  an  elephant. 
It  seemed  to  me  that  the  hon.  aud 
learned  Member  to  whom  I  have  referred 
was  very  much  in  the  position  of  that 
doe  rabbit.  Then  I  heard  the  speech  of 
another  ex-Law  Officer  on  this  side 
of  the  House,  and  he  thinks  the  war 
unnecessary  and  unjust,  but  yet  he  mtiU 
gladly  go  into  the  lobby  on  behalf  of  the 
Government.  I  remember  the  old  story 
of  a  nobleman  many  years  ago,  who  was 
accustomed  to  ride  at  the  head  of  bis 
farmers  to  vote  at  the  elections.  One 
day  somelxHly  came  up  to  him  and  said, 
"I  see  Mr.  Jones  going  up  with 
you  ;    I    wonder    you    do   not  get 
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rid  of  him,  because  he  makes 
Tory  speeches."  *'I  do  not  care  what 
speeches  he  makes,"  was  the  reply,  "  so 
long  as  he  votes  with  me."  With  regard 
to  the  hon.  and  learned  Member,  we  on 
this  side  d  the  House  do  not  care  a  bit 
about  his  vote,  we  have  votes  enoi^h 
without  it,  but  we  do  care  about  his 
speech  very  much,  and  we  wish  he  had 
not  made  it.  His  speech  is  wrong  from 
bc^nning  to  end,  and  I  do  not  believe  it 
will  do  himself  or  anybody  else  any  good. 
Whom  does  he  represent  ?  We  are  nil 
representatives  in  this  House.  I  should 
not  venture  to  express  my  own  senti- 
ments here,  if  I  did  not  represent  an 
important  industrial  constituency.  The 
hon.  and  learned  Member  to  whom  I 
nsferred  does  not  represent  Plymoutib; 
his  constituents  would  be  g^ad  to  get  rid 
of  him.  His  constituents  distinctly  state 
that  he  does  not  represent  them,  and 
therefore  in  taking  the  course  he  has  done 
he  merely  represents  himself.  Somehow 
or  other,  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
for  the  last  fewyears  has  taken  a  strongline 
against  the  paity  and  Government  which 
in  political  matters  he  used  to  support. 
{'*  No."]  Take  the  Venezuela  question. 
Almost  before  anything  was  known  about 
tt  he  got  up  and  made  a  public  speech 
and  wrote  letters  to  show  that  the  (Joreni- 
ment  were  all  wrong,  the  country  had 
not  a  leg  to  stand  on,  and  the  Venezuelans 
were  all  right.  But  what  did  the  arbi- 
trators say  ?  On  almost  every  point  they 
gave  an  award  distinctly  in  favour  of  this 
country.  I  only  instance  that  to  show 
that  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman 
might  have  had  a  little  more  distrust  in 
his  own  opinion,  and  before  taking  a  line 
strongly  against  his  own  country  and 
Oovemment  have  looked  back  a  little  and 
remembered  how  he  had  been  proved  to  be 
ill  the  wron^  before.  I  think  tlie  same  fate 
will  befall  him  this  time.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  told  us  that  the  Boers 
were  a  brave  and  tnie-hearted  people. 
Yes,  they  are  brave  if  you  like,  but 
tnie-hearted !  What  does  he  mean  by 
*'  tnie-hearted  "  ?  Let  me  read  one  or 
two  short  extracts  from  letters  in  the 
papers  from  those  who  are  at  the  seat  of 
war.  Here  is  a  letter  from  a  Newark 
missionary  lately  in  the  Transvaal.  He 
savs — 


"  For  tliree  veara  I  liave  been  living  in  the 
heart  of  the  Transvaal,  and  I  have  watched 
tJm  Boers  very  closely.  The  lir&t  thin^r  that 
strikes  a  stranger  is  their  piety.   Af^r  one 


'  has  been  among  them  for  a  time  the  glosfl 
;  begins  to  wear  off,  and  we  find  there  is  far 
more  profession  than  poHseHsion,  and  we  Hay 
I  with  an  American  evangelist  that '  of  all  hum- 
\  bngK  the  religious  humbug  is  the  bi^est.' 

Taking  them  on  the  whole,  their  religion,  tiieir 
.  piety,  is  a  farce.  They  interpret  the  Scriptures 
to  meet  their  own  purposes,  and  their  prayers 

I  are  that  Ood  will  bleso  tbeiii  and  slay  the  

'  Englishmen.    God  is  to  them  a  God  of  the 
Dntch  (mly.   ScHne  peo|rfe  venture  to  say  the 
native    liaa    been    treated    little  lietter 
'  than  a  dog.     I  will  go  further  and  say  he 
has   l)een   treated  worse   than   a   dog.  1 
liave  been  working  among    2,000  natives, 
:  oomiKwed  of  people   from   the  Zambesi  to 
Cape  Town.   Not  one  has  a  good  name  for 
the  Boers.   Dreadful  as  it  may  soundt  war  was 
,  a  necessity.  A  thoosand  and  one  things  called 
^  loudly  for  it.    A  government  so  foul  and  cor- 
rupt must  fall.    The  Hag  of  justice  and  free- 
.  dom  for  black  and  white  nmtit  wave  o'er  the 
(at  present)  God-forsaken  Transvaal." 

They  are   the  tme-hearted,  are  they  % 
What  do  we  get  in  let'iers  from  other 
parts  of  the  battlefield  ?    From  a  letter 
,  from  Belmont  I  will  quote — 

"We  had  a  little  adventure  there.  One  of 
onr  officers  an<l  alwut  twelve  of  us  got  nepa- 
rated  front  our  company  and  battalion,  and 
.  came  across  a  number  of  Boers  among  the 
hills.  We  attacked  them  an!  got  close  to 
them,  and  when  we  fixed  onr  bayonebi  in  order 
to  charge  them  they  pnt  up  the  white  Hag. 
Ot  course  that  pnt  us  olf  our  guard,  and  when 
'  we  approached  them  they  fired  on  ns,  killing 
two  and  wounding  five  or  six  more,  onr  officer 
inclnded." 

That  is  not  an  isolated  cise.     I  have 
.  another  case  here  which  happened  at 
Colrasa   A  doctor  writes — 

"  This  done,  the  hmtes  advanced  with  a  Hag 
of  truce,  and  asked  to  l)e  allowed  to  collect 
their  wounded.  Of  course  we  allowed  them, 
but  instead  they  gradually  worked  round  and 
Kurroundeil  us,  calling  on  our  two  companie<> 
to  furreiiiler.  When  our  colonel  refused  tins, 
they  beat  the  jMmr  old  man  on  the  head  with 
the  end  of  theu*  riHes,  breaking  all  his  front 
teeth,  taking  our  men  all  prisoners,  and 
marched  them  off  to  Pretoria." 

That  is  the  sort  of  thing  which  is  coming 
from  every  part  of  the  battlefield.  These 
are  the  class  of  persons  who  are  called  a 
true-hearted  people,  and  it  ia-«aid  that  w" 
should  not  go  to  war  with  them  on  that 
account.  We  had  in  October  last  a  terrible 
statement  of  the  horrors  of  war,  from  tbo 
hon.  Member  for  Plymouth  and  he  baa 
r^ieated  it  in  this  debate.  Well,  as  a 
Christian,  humuie,  and  cultured  people  we 
feel  deeply  the  horrors  of  war,  and  there 
is  not  one  of  us  who  would  not  be  thank- 
ful if  the  war  was  stopped.  But  what 
right  have  Gentlemen  opposite  to  throw 
this  into  the  scale  upon  a  question  as  to 
whether  the  Government  have  done  their 
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duty  or  deserve  censure  t  Horrors  of  war 
are  invoked  to  prove  that  it  is  Sir  A. 
Milner's  war,  or  the  Colonial  Secretary's 
war.     That   is   most   unfair.     This  is 
Paul  Krager's  war.    It  has  been  said 
that   we   have  gone   to   war  for  the 
franchise,  but  that  was  only  a  means 
to  an  end.    The  franchise  was  iirst  pro- 
posed by  a  member  of  the  party  oppo- 
site, the  Marquess  of  Ripon.    There  were 
a  great  many  things  going  on  in  the 
Transvaal  of  which  we  hod  a  right  to 
complain  and  remonstrate.    Do  not  let 
UB  get  involved  in  such  questions  as  the 
drifts,  the  dynamite  monopoly,  or  other 
things.    What  was  desired  was  that  the 
Uitlanders  would  be  able  to  help  them- 
selves by  having   the   franchise  which 
would  render  all  this  continual  nagging 
and  interference  unnecessary.    The  fran- 
chise was  a  simple  means  to  an  end,  and 
if  Mr.  Kruger  desired  peace  he  was  a  very 
great  fool  for  not  giving  the  franchise 
which  the  Colonial  Secretary  asked  for. 
Only  one-fourth  of  the  representatives  of 
the  Transvaal  would  have  been  returned 
by  the    Uitlanders,   and   they  would 
have  been  powerless  in  the  Volkaraad. 
They  would  have  brought  forth  their 
grievances,    but    they  would  certainly 
have  been  out-voted,  and  England  could 
not  have  interfered.     The    first  thing 
that   opened   my    eyes    to  the  real 
intention    of    President    Kruger  was 
the  way  in  which  he  just  got  near 
to  what  was   proposed,  and  then  he 
put  something  in  which  we  could  not 
accept,  and  which  showed  that  he  never 
honestly  intended  to  come  to  terms  be- 
cause his  intention  was,  as  soon  as  the 
rains  had  fallen  and  there  was  food  for 
horses,  to  declare  war.    We  are  blamed 
for  breaking  off  the  negotiations,  and 
why  1   Because  they  had  been  entirely 
upon  the  franchise.    It  was  found  that 
Mr.  Kruger  would  not  come  to  terms,  and 
the  Colonial  Secretary  very   properly  ' 
stopped  the  negotiations  on  those  lines  so  ' 
that  he  m^ht  try  something  else.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  thinking  it  over, 
and  told  President  Steyn  he  would  be  I 
glad  to  hear  his  suggestions,  and  called 
attention  to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire's  ; 
speech,  in  which  he  declared  that  our 
proposals  would  be  very  moderate.  But 
after  only  a  few  days'  delay  President 
Kruger  sent  us  an  ultimatum  declaring  i 
war  and  invaded  British  territory,  ana  ' 
yet  we  are  told  that  this  is  the  Colonial  ' 
Secretary's  or    Mr.  Khodes's  war.     I  { 

Ml  '-  Qedge.  ' 


say   again  it  is   Paul  Kruger's  war, 
which  was  forced  upon  us,  and  it  must 
be   fought   to  -a  conclusion.    There  is 
another  conclusive  point  to  my  mind 
that  Kruger   intended  war,  and  that 
is  the  fact  that  he  took  such  pains  to 
hide  his  armaments  from  the  British.  If 
a  small  State  fears  to  be  attacked  by  its 
neighbour  it  endeavours  to  lead  the 
large  State  to  believe  that  its  armamenu 
are  larger  than  they  really  are,  and  that 
they  wiU  find  if  wey  attack  them  that 
I  they  are  only  drawing  the  badger.  What 
about  all  these  cannon  that  were  smug- 
I  gled  in  pianoforte  cases,  and  arms  concealed 
in  boxes  of  tapioca  and  maccaroni,  which 
[  was  done  because  Kruger  wanted  to  hide 
;  the  fact  that  he  was  making  a  huge 
I  arsenal  of  the  Transvaal  ?  All  these  secret 
I  preparations  were  not  for  defensive  pur- 
I  poses,  but  because  Kruger  intended  to 
i  attack  us.  We  are  waging  war  now  for  the 
j  preservation  of  peace  in  our  South  African 
Republic.    Supposing  any  one  of  our 
\  Native  States  in  India  followed  Prerideat 
.  Kruger's  course  and  imported  secretly 
'  armaments   and    got  foreign  military 
1  strategists  to  train  their  soldiers  7  We 
,  should  be  obliged  to  tell  them  to  stop  it.  A 
I  complaint  was  made  against  the  Colonial 
I  Secretary  because  he  did  not  at  once,  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  diplomacy,  declare 
war.    For  a  Minister  to  be  compelled  to 
:  declare  war  in  a  case  of  that  kind  would 
j  put  terrible  power  into  the  hands  of  an  un- 
,  scrupulous  Minister  involving  his  countr}' 
I  in  war.    It  is  said  that  the  Qovenuuent 
:  ought  to  have  known  all  about  these 
preparations,  and  that  they  are  guilty  of 
'  want  of  knowledge  and  foresight.  1 
maintain  that  the  Gfovernment  did  all 
they  could  under  the  circnmstancee,  and 
it  would  be  easy  to  point  out  in  the  news- 
papers which  represent  the  party  which 
is  now  attacking  us  that  when  the  troops 
were  sent  out  they  accused  the  Govern- 
ment of  sending  out  too  many  troops, 
and  now  they  charge  us  with  not  sending 
enough.   I  admit  we  have  suffered  what 
the  nght  hon.  ^ronet  calls  checks.  We 
have  lost  lives  which  perhaps  might  have 
been  spared,  although  I  do  not  think  they 
could  have  been  saved  by  anything  we 
could  have  done  at  home.    On  the  £ace 
of  it  this  great  loss  of  life  and  of  prisoners 
was  due  to  action  on  the  spot,  and  not 
due   to  any   orders    directed   by  this 
CTOvernment.    The  troops  sent  out  have 
done  all  they  were  sent  to  do.    The  right 
hon.  Gentleman  was  very  angry  because 
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the  Secretary  for  the  Colonies  wired 
bis  approval  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner's 
statement  that  an  invasion  of  Natal  would 
not  be  tolerated  for  a  moment.  Would 
he  have  wished  him  to  say  that  invasion 
would  be  tolerated  and  feebly  resisted  1 1 
No,  he  was  bound  to  tell  our  oolonists  j 
that  the  whole  power  of  the  British  ' 
Empire  would  be  used,  and  that  such  I 
an  invasion  would  not  be  tolerated.  | 
Nearly  the  whole  of  the  boundaries  of  the  ; 
Transvaal  is  British  territory,  and  if  we 
had  had  1 00,000  men  on  the  spot  it  would 
hardly  have  been  possible  to  prevent  in- 
^itsion  at  some  point  on  a  boundary  2,000 
miles  long.  We  have  done  everything 
tbat  was  possible  to  repair  any  mistake,  and 
we  have  succeeded  in  preventing  the  in- 
vasion coming  still  further.  The  Boers 
thought  they  were  going  to  suceeed  in 
fightmg  their  way  to  Pietermaritzburg 
and  Durban,  and  thus  drive  us  out  of  the 
country.  But  what  progress  have  the 
Boera  made  1  Why  that  little  army 
which  we  sent  out  at  first  has  been,  able 
10  stop  them.  Troops  are  now  going  to 
the  front  in  large  quantities,  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  that  that  invasion 
will  be  stopped  and  the  Boers  will  be 
driven  back.  We  have  gained  one  or 
two  good  lessons  from  the  war.  We 
have  been  shown  the  weaknesses  of  our 
defences  in  case  we  have  a  quarrel 
with  a  European  Power.  My  opinion 
is  that  this  war  has  also  shown  us 
to  be  stronger  in  relation  to  European 
Powers  than  has  been  hitherto  suppos&l. 
We  have  feared  Kussia's  invasion  of 
India,  but  we  have  now  learned  from  the 
experience  of  Natal  that,  with  thousands 
of  Indian  troops,  stiffened  by  British 
officers,  and  with  ^e  aid  of  our  sj^endid 
artillery  and  of  the  spade,  we  can  fortify 
tbe  mountain  passes  and  prevent  any 
Russian  invasion.  And  as  long  as  our 
Navy  maintains  its  present  proud  position 
we  have  absolutely  no  fear  of  a  foreign 
invasion  of  this  country.  If  England  was 
i^rong  enough  to  stand  against  all  Europe 
a  century  ago  it  can  do  so  now.  We 
know  that  the  Government  is  going  to 
profit  by  this  war  and  remedy  the  weak 
spots  in  our  military  preparations.  There- 
for^ with  all  my  heart  and  without  hesitar 
tiott,  I  shall  go  into  the  lobby  against  this 
Amendment. 

♦Mr.  JOHN  BUENS  (Battersea) :  The  | 
right  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  | 
College  Division  of  Glasgow,  to  whom  I ; 
VOL.  LXXVIII.   [Fourth  Sbsues.]  * 


always  listen  with  interest  and  sympathy, 
was  under  the  impression  that  the  House 
of  Commons  in  this,  the  time  of  peril, 
ought  to  be  engaged  in  a  better  and  more 
dignified  task  than  criticising  the  causes 
and  the  preparations  for  this  war.  He 
indicated  that  it  was  not  a  satisfactory 
thin^  for  foreign  nations  to  see  the 
British  House  of  Commons  almost 
squabbling,  as  he  said,  about  details  while 
our  soldiers  were  at  death  grips  with  the 
brave,  plucky,  magnanimous,  and  heroic 
Boers.  .  I  do  not  share  that  view.  I 
believe  that  the  proof  of  the  real  great- 
ness of  the  British  people  is  tested  by  the 
fact  that  the  House  of  Commons  is  doing 
its  legislative  duty  here  as  our  soldiers 
are  doing  their  duty  in  South  Africa. 
In  a  specialised  nation  likft  this  it  is 
appropriate  that  the  soldier  should  fight 
while  the  House  of  Commons  is  dis- 
charging its  legal  functions  in  discussing 
what  led  up  to  the  war.  I  think  it  is  a 
proof  of  the  character  and  dignity  of 
the  House  of  Commons  that  whilo  we  are 
engaged  in  a  war  of  this  character,  we 
are  not  excited  like  other  assemblies  or 
flyiag  at  each  other's  throats  on  the 
question  as  to  who  began  the  war  and 
how  it  ought  to  be  conducted.  I  will 
say  for  the  House  of  Commons  that  I 
have  never  listened  to  a  discussion  ex- 
tending over  so  many  days  in  which  the 
typical  equanimity  of  the  British  character 
was  more  splendidly  displayed  than 
during  the  whole  progress  of  this  debate. 
And  while  we  are  mscussing  here  the  minds 
of  the  people  are  working,  nnd  the  man 
in  the  train  and  the  omnibus  with  almost 
equally  placid  demeanour  is  threshing  out> 
the  issues  and  problems  oi  this  struma  ; 
and  I  regard  it  as  complimentary  to  the 
House  of  Commons  and  to  the  British 
people  thatwe  all  have  the  moral  courage  to 
do  our  duty,  taking  no  notice  of  the  blind 
and  ignorant  criticisms  directed  against 
us  by  a  few  newspapers  outside,  owned 
by  blackguards  and  edited  by  ruffians 
who  clamoured  for  this  war.  1  say  that 
we  are  fulfilling  the  best  traditions  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  we  are  incident- 
ally imitating  tbe  great  ones  be- 
fore us — Chatham  ana  Fox  and  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  and  Gordon,  who  went 
further  than  the  House  of  Ckinunons  is 
now  doing  by  taking  the  side  of  the 
American  colonies  against  their  own 
countrymen  when  they  were  wrong. 
Then  we  are  told  by  the  other  side  that 
w^e  oug^t  to  be  silent ;  that  the  muzzling 
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order  should  he  imposed,  that  the  House  ^ 
of  Commons  should  be  inarticulate,  and  , 
that  we  should  be  dumb  dogs  all.    In  , 
whose  interest  and  for  what?  In  the 
interest  of  some  pinchbeck  Pitt,  some 
embryonic   Cromwell,  who  has  not  yet  ' 
appeared,  and  whose  vain  ambitions  and  ' 
plunging  policies  are  to  override  a  free 
assembly.    One  man  is  to  be  invited — and  ! 
I  hear  it  with  shame — from  the  Liberal  , 
side,  to  do  what  Pitt  did  a  hundred  years 
ago,  without  Pitt's  justification.  Wild 
Imperialism  succeeded  by  militariBm  is ' 
to  pave  the  way  to  autocracy.  He 
backed  up  the  stupidity  of  the  King  by  \ 
iissuming  power  which   the   House  of 
Commonsonly  shouldhavea88umed,andby 
refusing  the  overtures  of  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte, when  he  humbly  sued  for  peace,  the 
House  of  Commons  being  practically  silent,  ■ 
involved  the  country  in  eighteen  years  of : 
war  and  a  national  debt  of  a  thousand  : 
millions.    That  was  because  the  Oppo- 1 
eition  did  actually,  what  the  present 
Opposition  has  virtually  done  in  recent  , 
years,  abdicate  its  function  of  opposing  , 
the  Government.     Out  of  a  mistaken  ' 
sense  of  patriotism  men  have  been  silent  i 
in  this  House  at  the  suggestion  of  a  . 
clique  too  long.    The  financial  elements,  ' 
the  militiiry  caste,  the  society  set,  have  , 
dictated  African  policy  too  Jong,  with  ' 
fatal  results.     In  the  initial  stages  of 
this  war,  they  should  not  only  have  > 
been  eloquent  against  it  but  indignant 
against  all  the  causes  which  led  up  to  it. 
It  is  stated  that  the  country  is  ^gusted 
with  this  debate,  which  is  doing  no  good 
and  possibly  doing  some  harm.    I  do  not 
believe  it.    If  it  be  true,  the  country 
must  be  awakened  by  protest,  and  that 
protest  I  cheerfully  make.    Let  me  first 
deal  with  one  fact  in  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  who  has 
recently  spoken.    He  said  that  the  only 
effect  of  this  debate  will  be  to  stimulate 
the  Boers  and  give  them  an  incentive  to 
fight.    What  more  incentive  do  they  want 
from  the  military  point  of  view  1  Fifty 
or  sixty  thousand  peasant  formers,  market 
^rdeners,  and  undisciplined  troops  are 
fighting  under  the  greatest  stimulus  men 
can  ever  have — a  deep  religious  motive,  a 
patriotic  impulse,  and  a  love  of  liberty. 
They  have  kept  at  bay  the  skill  of  our 
generals  and  the  heroism  of  our  troops. 
They  want  no  more  incentive  than  their 
continuous  successes,  and  I  would  advise 
military  men,  who  talk  without  per- 
spective and  proportion  more  befitting 

Mr.  John  Burns. 


Laf&n's  Plain  than  of  actual  warfare, 
to  remember  that  the  Boers  want  no  fur- 
ther incentive  than  that  supplied  them  by 
the  baffling  of  our  Generals  and  the  blun- 
dering of  the  Colonial  Secretary  for  the 
past  four  years.  It  was  not  as  high  as 
a  church  or  as  wide  as  a  door,  but,  like 
Mercutio's  wound,  it  was  enough.  This 
debate  has  evoked  from  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  one  of  the  most 
charming  speeches  I  have  ever  listened  to 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  it  has 
enabled  us  to  have  departmratal  prepara- 
tions and  facts  put  before  the  country. 
What  is  more,  it  has  enabled  two  or  three 
Liberal  Imperialists  to  state  the  case  from 
the  point  of  view  of  jingo  expansion  more 
clearly  and  ably  than  the  Government 
were  capable  of  doing  themselves.  This 
is  interesting  if  disappointing,  and  illus- 
trates too  clearly  their  departure  from 
Liberal  traditions.  Then  we  are  also 
told  that  every   day  that  this  debate 

foes    on    there    is   a   stronger  pro- 
ability  of  the  country  being  involved  in 
external  trouble.    I  am  not  a  jingo  nor  a 
Liberal  Imperialist,  but  this  I  do  say, 
that  badly  as  England  has  done  in  a 
wrong  cause  against  the  Boers,  and  we 
have  done  badly  mainly  on  that  account, 
the  Germans  could  not  have  done  bettor, 
and  the  French  would,  in  m\'  opinion, 
have  done  infinitely  worse.    France  met 
defeat  in  Madagascar  :  Italy  met  its  fate  in 
Abyssinia,  and  in  West  Africa  and  the 
Gameroons,  where  I  have  been,  can  l»e 
seen  what  Germany  is  capable  of  doing, 
where  climate  and  strange  conditions  pre- 
vail.   If  foreign  countries  vent  so  far  as 
to  presume  on  our  difficilties  in  South 
Afnca  to  attempt  an  invasion,  in  which 
.  I  do  not  believe,  let  me  tell  the  Hou^ 
of  Commons,  as  knowing  the  man  in  the 
street,  that  there  wotild  be  a  prompt 
dismissal  from  the  front  benches  of  the 
incompetent  Ministers  and  of  the  militari' 
mandarins  in  Pall  Mall,  who  are  a  dis 
grace  to  their  office.    These  gentlemen 
uwk  adaptability,  promptitude,  and  aeem 
incapable  of  meeting  difficulty  with  re- 
source.    In    a   real    national  crisis 
prompt,   able,    and   adaptable  leaden 
would  Iw  found.    The  Army  would  be 
demilitarised  and  put  on  a  Ivisis  that 
would  enable  it  to  repel  invasioru  Thr 
civilian  and  mechanical  iiistincts  of  the 
people  would  make  short  work  of  tho» 
who  fill  oflUce  but  cannot  inspire  confi- 
dence, who  can  exercise  empty  authority 
but  wield  no  power.    When  4  hear  men 
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talk  about  the  British  Kmpire  beinf  \  a  brave  foe  is  the  first  step  to  know  how 
I     broken  up  1  do  not  believe  a  wora  to  vanquish  him,  and  when  beaten  how 
'     of  it.     It  is  not  true.     It  would  not ,  to  treat  him.    Members  will  find  when 
]     haraten  even  if  we  lost  South  Africa,  the  settlement  arrives  how  their  harsh 
\     as  Empire  depends  on  other  qualities  than  words  will  stand  in  the  way.    ^ye  have 
militaiy  loss  or  failure.  That  kind  of  clap- '  been  told  in  this  debate  by  Members 
trap  was  indulged  in  when  we  lost  the  opposite  that  the  debate  is  useless.  Yos, 
American  colonies,  but  from  1780  up  till  but  what  about  the  speech  of  the  Under 
1900  has  been  a  periodof  unexampled  pros-  Secretary  for  War  —  the  debate  pro- 
,     perity,  and  so  long  as  our  people  are  in-  duced  that — or  of  the  speeches  of  the 
dustrious  and  our  merchants  honest  the  hon.  Members  for  Plymouth  and  Car- 
British  people  will  go  on.    This  debate  i  narvon  1   The  hon.  and  1^1  Grentle- 
'     amongst  many  good  results  must  have  tiie  '  man  is  &r  too  great  a  man  to  be  worried 
effect  of  dismissing  from  the  public  mind  |  and  troubled  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
the  violent  misrepresentations  of  Paul  Walsall,  who  took  the  opportunity  of 
Kniger, -General  Joubert,  and  of  the  Boer  attacking  him  in  his  absence.    This  de- 
people  generally  which  had  been  indulged  bate  was  necessary  if  only  for  that  speech, 
m.    Daily  papers  like  the  Daily  Mail  in  which  we  got  out  the  evidence  of  the 
representwl  the  average  Boer  to  be  a  cross  War  Oifice  and  how  bad  a  defence  could 
between  Charles  Peace,  the  burglar  and  be  in  the  hands  of  such  a  good  advocate 
murderer,  a  West  African  negro,  with  Then  it  was  necessary  to  have  this  debate 
a  dash  of  Jack  the  Ripper  thrown  in  ;  if  only  to  hear  what  case  the  Right.  Hon. 
and  when  the  readers  of  that  mendacious,  the  Colonial  Secretary  could  make  out  for 
and  shallow  and  ignorant  print  read  this  the  position  he  has  taken  up.    I  listened 
description  of  the  Boers  every  morning,  to  that  speech.    It  was  a  kind  of  speech 
tbey  thought  that  these  oracular  produc-  which  might  have  been  delivered  at  a 
tions  and  definititms  of  the  Boer  character  <  meeting  <n  medical  students,  after  they 
I     came  straight  from  the  very  fountain  of  ;  had  passed  their  examination,  in  the  £m- 
,     truth  itself.     Did  the  gullible  readers  \  pire  Theatre  on  a  Saturday  afternoon. 


Jftfi/,  which  has  been  mainly  responsible  Union  Jack.  No  defence  or  justification 
for  egging  the  people  of  this  country  on  of  his  policy — sing  "  Rule  Britannia."  A 
to  this  war — that  Alfred  Harmsworth  had  few  mistakes  committed  (by  other  people) 
oOO  shares  in  the  Chartered  Company;  — double  the  army  in  South  Africa.  And 
that  Cecil  Harmsworth  was  also  a  "  char-  then  an  eloquent  peroration  about  '*  seeing 
tered  libertine,"  and  that  another  Harms-  this  thing  through  "  in  the  language  of 
worth  was  one  of  the  Rhodesian  gang  1  the  pot-house,  and  in  the  spirit  of  the 
Did  they  think  that  Tudor  Street  and  prize-ring. 
Carmelite  Street  were  poisoning  the  well- 
springs  of  information,  playing  the  low-  *Mr.  SPEAKER :  The  langiuige  of  the 
down  game  of  the  Johannesburg  Star  and  hon.  Gentleman  is  hardly  consistent^  with 
every  one  of  the  corrupt  and  rotten  the  dignity  of  debate.  Such  expressions 
papers  that  have  excited  the  man  in  the  as  "the  language  of  the  pot-bouse" 
^reet  to  clamour  for  war  against  his  should  not  be  used  in  referring  to  the 
better  judgment  and  better  inclination  t  ■  speech  with  which  the  hon.  Gentleman  is 
Fortunately  the  people  are  sobering,  re-  dealing, 
verses  have  chastened  them,  and  respect  i 

for  their  opponents  has  begotten  fair  *Mr.  JOHN  BURNS :  If  you  take,  Mi-, 
play.  I  am  one  of  those  who  have  seen  Speaker,  exception  to  the  phrase,  I  with- 
the  Boer  in  this  House  when  he  occa-  draw  "  langui^  of  the  pot-house  "  and 
stonally  visited  m  and  in  other  places, '  substitute  "  Umguage  of  the  Stock  Ex- 
and  know  something  of  him.  It  is  change."  I  venture  to  say  that  if  the  Golo- 
creditable  that  men  like  Lord  Methuen,  nial  Secretary  and  the  Colonial  Office  had 
Sir  Gewge  White,  General  Symons,  and,  >  conducted  the  negotiations  which  led  up 
indeed,  all  who  have  come  into  contact  to  this  unfortunate  war  in  the  tone  and 
with  the  Boers  either  here  or  in  the  temper  of  the  gentlemanly  speech  of  the 
colonies,  have  admired  the  strategy,  hon.  Member  for  Dover,  instead  of  iieing 
chivalry,  devotion,  courage,  and  humanity  i  in  the  death-grips,  as  now,  with  them, 
<if  every  man  who  follows  the  Boer  flag.  President  Kruger,  President  Steyn,  and 
We  have  a  right  to  say  that.  Respect  for  General    JouBert    would    have  been 


think  that  the  proprietors 


iment  for  the  war — wave  the 
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interesting  and  attractive  figures  in  Her 
Majesty's  Jubilee  procession  in  1897. 
But  it  was  not  to  be.  What  does  the 
Colonial  Secretary  say  1  We  are  to  have 
no  second  Majuba.  Is  that  the  kind  of 
tauntr  to  placate  an  enemy  who  deserves- 
by  his  s{dendid  fighting  qualities  to  be 
treated  well  T  Is  it  the  kind  of  thing  to 
say,  that  magnanimity  is  a  mistake?  Avhy 
we  shall  hear  next  that  meanness  is  a 
virtue,  charity  a  crime,  and  national 
honour  only  a  mere  convention.  Then 
the  Colonial  Secretary  talks  about  victory. 
I  do  not  yet  see  it  in  sight—although 
like  all  men  I  would  like  t6— when 
we  know  that  we  have  lost  10,000  men, 
killed,  wounded,  missing,  or  prisoners ;  or 
when  this  lamentable  fact  is  brought  to 
light,  that  in  three  years  in  the  Crimean 
war  we  had  851  officers  killed  and 
wounded;  whereas  in  three  months 
of  this  war  we  have  615  officers  killed, 
woimded,  missing  or  prisoners.  It  is 
not  for  us  to  boast  of  victory  after 
four  months*  war,  or  to  talk  about 
magnanimity  being  a  mistake,  in  face  of 
tragic  facts  like  these.  It  is  not  for  us  to 
talk  about  no  repetition  of  Majuba,  which 
was  a  military  blunder  on  our  side,  and  for 
which  no  fault  could  be  found  against  the 
Boers.  What  we  have  got  to  do  in  our 
struggle  with  the  Boers,  whilst  prose- 
cuting our  military  aim  with  their  ability, 
resource,  and  common  sense,  is  to  avoid 
provocation  and  boastful  threats,  and 
what  we  have  a  right  to  do  when  war 
ceases,  is  to  make  it  possible  for  our 
enemy  to  enter  into  negotiations  for  a 
lasting  and  permanent  peace,  which 
shall  be  beneficial  to  both  sides.  I  am 
not  to  be  dismayed  from  expressing  my 
opinion  by  very  easy  taunts  from  the 
otJier  side.  I  do  not  believe  that  war, 
oven  in  a  good  cause,  should  be  so  readily 
invoked  as  it  has  been  in  this  struggle, 
where  incompetence  has  been  followed  by 
bloodshed,  and  rashnesa  by  desolation.  I 
would  refer  to  Edmund  Burke's  speech 
on  a  similar  occasion,  when  the  dread 
arbitrament  of  war  was  lightly  invoked. 
Thtiu  he  said — 

**K  oonBcientiona  man  wonid  be  cautious 
htj/tr  he  dealt  in  blood.  He  would  feel  some 
appMlnenHion  at  heut^  called  to  a  tremendous 
.^OHmnt  for  engaging  in  so  deep  a  niay  without 
■s^  knowledge  of  the  game.  It  is  lio  excuse 
for  jmwumptuous  ignorance  that  it  in  directed 
hf  uuolent  passion. 


The  right  hon.  Gentleman  taunted  the 
itiou  for  voting  for  the  Amend- 

/oAn  Bnrm,. 


ment.    Now,  I  do  not  altogether  agree 
with  it,  but,  illogical  tJiough  it  be^  I 
want  to  swell  the  majority  against  thia 
war,  consequently  I  am  not  a.  prieonor 
to  phrases.     I  am  going  also  to  vote 
for  the  Amendment  of  the  Irish  Mem- 
bers, and  would  support  any  Amendment 
,  that  challenges,  denounces,  or  condemns 
the  war,  or  its  causes,  or  in  any  way 
makes  for  peace,  which  both  the  Boets 
and  we  will  desire  before  thi»  eonixt 
ends.    I  am  not  concerned  with  leing 
taunted   with    being    inconsistent  aid 
,  illogical.    I  take  up  higher  ground,  and 
accept  the  challenge  of  the  ri^ht  hon. 
I  the  Colonial  Secretary.  .  I  maintsdn  as 
I  against  him  that  this  war  is  unnecessary^ 
;  unjust,  and  immoral,  because  I  recognise 
'  the  Boer  Republics  as  independent  States^ 
owing  us  no  suzerainty  except  in  one 
{  particular  which  has  not  yet  been  in- 
fringed.   There  is  no  difference  between 
Boer  and  Briton   that  warrants  war- 
'  I  say  we  had  no  right  to  dictate,  no  right 
to  demand,  only  the  privilege  to  persuade. 
I  It  is  because  I  believe  this  that  I  say  this 
i  war  is  unnecessary,  unjust,  and  immoral, 
i  I  take  up  this  attitude  and  shelter  my- 
I  f>elf  behind  the  language  of  the  Colonial 
j  Secretary,  who  said  on  May  8th,  1896,. 
in  the  House  of  Commons — 

j     "  To  go  to  war  with  Presideat  Kroger  in' 

I  onler  to  force  nppn  him  reforms  in  the  internal 
affairs  of  his  State,  with  which  snccec«iTe 
Seeretarien  of  State  standing  in  this  place 
have   repudiated  all  right  of  interference. 

j  would  liave  been  a  coarse  of  action  as  immoral 

,  as  it  would  have  b^en  unwise." 

If  he  was  right  then,  as  he  was^ 
;  I  am  justified  now.  I  contend  that 
>  this  war  might  have  been  avoided,  and 
I  to  that  extent  was  unnecessary.    What  is 

more,  if  the  most  elementary  precautions 
:  and  patience  had  been  taken  the  cause 
'  of  war  could  have  been  removed,  if 
'  what  others  saw  had  been  seen  by  the 

Colonial  Office  ;  the  crisis  we  are  now  in 
I  was  foreshadowed  by  many.    But  liefore 

I  deal  widi  that  point  I  want  to  bring  ta 
j  light  a  prophecy,  not  by  myself,  but  by 
Saturday  Rmevo  on  March  6th,  1897. 

That  journal  took  the  view  that — 

"  The  return  of  Mr.  Rhodes  to  South  Africa 
will,  we  are  afraid,  menn  the  oarbreak  of 
furtlier  trouble.  Is  he  to  be  permitted  t'  do 
damage  right  and  left  now  that  he  stands  self- 
convicted  of  con.spiracy  against  a,  friendly 
State.  .  .  .  Ur.  Jameson,  his  victim,  haf 
satfered  slightly  for  his  participation  in  the 
plot.  Is  then  the  arch  -  conspirator,  Mr. 
Khodes,  himaeH  to.  escape  wwt-free  *  We  are 
not  ilisposed  to  be  vindictive,  but  we  do  think 
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t^t  it  ii>  criminal  to  allow  Mr.  Rhodes  to 
neddle  further  in  the  politics  of  South  Africa. 
If  Mr.  Chamberlain  countenances  Mr.  Hhodes'H 
return  to  active  political  life  and  reappearance 
on  the  South  Alricui  stage  as  a  prominent 
though  nondefined  character,  the  reBults  will 
be  on  bis  own  head." 

Well,  it  was  because  the  Colonial  Secre- 
tary had  allowed  Mr.  Rhodes  to  ^o  back 
to  South  Africa,  and  did  not  deprive  him 
(tf  his  Privy  Gotmcillorship,  of  which  he 
ought  to  have  been  deprived ;  because  he 
allowed  Earl  Grey  to  dodge  the  Com- 
mittee and  slip  away  out  of  the  country  ; 
because  he  promoted  Sir  Graham  Bower, 
and  retained  Mr.  Newton ;  i>e cause 
Willoughb^  and  White  had  been  rein- 
stated whilst  the  correspondence  between 
Mr.  Hawksley  and  the  Colonial  Secretary 
showed  how  the  instigators  of  the  raid, 
the  real  cause  of  the  war,  had  been 
treated — it  is  because  of  all  these 
blunders  and  entanglements  that  we 
are  involved  in  this  lamentable  war. 
Fdlowing  the  Stdvrday  Review  —  and 
1  have  always  taken  a  strong  line 
against  the  Chartered  Company — on  the 
6th  January,  1896,  only  a  week  after 
the  raid*  I  suggested  that  the  charter 
should  be  revoked,  that  Lord  Roberts 
should  be  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
with  15,000  men,  that  all  chartered 
rights  should  be  sequestrated,  that  all 
commissioners,  high  and  low,  especially 
low,  should  be  dismissed  and  sent  home, 
that  Mr.  Asquith  should  be  invited 
to  be  Civil  Commissioner  in  South 
Africa  for  five  years,  that  a  guarantee 
should  be  given  to  the  South  African 
itepubtic  of  the  autonomy  for  which  they 
were  fighting  and  which  they  deserve. 
Now  why  did  I  suggest  that  1  Because  I 
knew,  as  the  man  in  the  street  knew, 
the  composition  of  tha  financial  gang 
which  has  engineered  this  war,  and 
whose  methods  and  agents  were  well 
known  to  everybody  but  the  Colonial 
Office.  On  the  question  of  independence 
of  theTmuraal  I  stood  with  Mr.  Glad- 
atone^  no  act  of  whose  political  life 
deserves  more  credit  than  his  magnani- 
mous, prescient,  and  dignified  conduct 
in  1881.  I  stood  with  Lord  Kimberley, 
Lord  Derby,  Lord  Salisbury,  Sir  Evelyn 
Wood,  Mr.  Balfour,  Mr.  W.  H.  Smith,  and 
the  Lord  Chief  Justice  as  to  the  freedom 
ud  independent  sovereignty  of  the 
Boers.  We  have  evidence  after  evidence 
that  beyond  suggesting  improvements  in 
franchise,  tari^  and  other  matters,  which 
President  Kruger  could  <»■  need  not  accept^ 


we  have  no  right  to  do  what  we  have  done, 
and  in  doing  which  we  have  l>een  involved 
in  this  terrible  and  regrettable  war.  But 
it  may  be  said  that  I  want  to  see  British 
subjects  in  South  Africa  treated  better.  Of 
course  I  do.  I  want  to  see  British  subjects 
under  British  dominion— no,  not  dominion; 
that  is  an  arbitrary  word— I  want  to  see 
every  British  subject  treated,  wherever  he 
is,  as  a  true  man  ought  to  be.  But  the  times 
are  out  of  joint,  when  we  hare  Conser- 
^  vatives  invoking  the  cruel  arbitrament 
'  of  war  to  enforce  a  franchise  on  tJie  aliens 
in  the  Transvaal,  of  whom  they  had  such 
a  poor  opinion  when  in   tms  country 
.  that  they  introduce  Bills  into  this  House 
'  to  exclude  them  altogether  from  resi- 
I  deuce  in  England.    The  Under  Secre- 
j  tary  for  Foreign  Affairs  and  other  Tory 
:  Members  insisted  that  the  real  question 
;  before    the    House    was    whether  the 
I  Government  were  justified  in  espous- 
I  ing  the  ^evancea  of  the  Uitlanders.  I 
;  say  by  diplomacy,  yes;  by  representations, 
yes ;  by  war,  no,  a  thousand  times  no, 
because  you  have  no  right  to  dictate  to 
the  Transvaal  on  its  internal  affairs.  But 
,  you  did  dictate,  and  demand  and  persuade 
'  with  such  effect  that  Paul  Kruger  climbed 
1  down  considerably,  and  with  such  rapidity 
that  the  Colonial  Secretary  himself  was 
astonished  at  the  rapidity  and  amount  of 
the  concessions.    And  I  venture  to  say 
that  if  he  had  continued  to  squeeze  the 
sponge  it  would  not  have  been  necessary 
to  grasp  the  sword.   If  he  had  been  more 
tactful  and  conciliaton'',  and  had  known 
better  the  traditions  of  our  old  diplomacy, 
we  might  have  done  with  the  velvet  glove 
of  conciliation  what  he  is  trying  to  do 
with  the  iron  glove  of  war.    If  the  in- 
genuity for  war  had  been  used  for  peace, 
this  conflict  could  have  ])een  avoided. 
Mr.  Hawksley  knows  something  of  South 
Africa,  and  this  is  what  he  said  on 
31st  Januaty,  1900— 

"  No  doubt  Mr.  Rhodes  believed  thatreason- 
able  diplomacy  would  bring  the  negoti^ionH 
with  President  Kruger  respecting  the  grievances 
of  the  Uitlanders — the  real  bedrock  of  the 
controverHy  between  the  disputants — to  a 
ftatisfactory  and  peaceful  conclusion  imme- 
diately cm  the  pnUicadon  of  the  June,  18»9, 
Blue-Dook,  disefnuiie  a  policy  of  bully  and 
bluff  leading  straight  to  war." 

And  certainly  he  was  not  alone  when 
he  said  that  if  it  had  not  been 
for  the  Colonial  Secretary's  despatches 
of  June,  1899,  the  fnuiohise  would 
have  been  got  without  any  trouble 
at  alL     Now,    what    was    this  de- 
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mand  for  the  ftanciiiBe  %  Anybody 
would  think  that  there  had  been  heam 
cracked  in  some  Johannesburg  Trafalgar 
Scjuare,  or  that  some  Johaniieaburg  park 
railings  had  been  torn  down  by  infuriated 
Britishers.  Well,  we  have  had  in  this 
war  gallant  deeds  done  by  the  fighting 
5th  Northumberland  Fusiliers.  I  know 
them  well.  They  are  our  collier  lads 
from  Northumberland  and  Durham,  and 
fine  soldiers  they  are.  When  at  home 
every  man  joins  his  trade  union,  and 
every  man  is  a  keen  politician  and  an 
enemy  of  oppression  of  every  kind,  fiut 
what  do  the  Northumberland  and  Durham 
miners  say  of  the  franchise  in  South 
Africa  1  They  say  what  the  Cornish 
miners  say — 

"  We  are  not  here  for  vote*i ;  we  are  here  for 
1 1  toney .  We  do  not  want  to  poliUoally  depatriate 
ounwlves.  We  want  to  jgo  honne  to  England 
and  nnnain  British  subjects  and  exemse  the 
vote  there." 

>Mien  this  capitalist  war  was  brought 
about  the  Northumberland  and  Cornish 
miners  very  patriotically  refused  to  fight 
against  their  country,  but  declined  to 
fight  against  the  Boers  because  they 
believed,  with  the  best  of  the  Uitlanders, 
that  this  demand  for  the  franchise  in  South 
Africa  is  a  bogus  demand,  and  a  fraudulent 
pretext  of  the  financiers  to  cover  ulterior 
designs,  to  buy  up  and  use  the  votes  of 
industrial  nomads  to  increase  their  com- 
mercial power,  to  lower  the  social  standard 
of  the  miners,  to  lower  wages  ^nd  to 
increase  hours.  A  Cornish  miner,  when 
interviewed,  said  that — 

"  The  five  or  seven  yean  fnuu^ise  did  not 

trouble  us." 

He  said  further  on— 

"  We  bad  no  complaint  abont  the  houre ; 
we  went  to  make  money  ;  this  ih  a  capitalists' 
job  from  b^rinning  to  end,  and  we  ha\'e  really 
no  interest  in  it." 

But  let  us  take  a  higher  authority  than 
Northumberland  or  Cornish  miners.  The 
"  Reform  Union  League  of  South  Africa  " 
sent  over  to  England  a  gentleman  named 
J.  R.  Dodd — Tommy  I^dd  he  was  called 
out  there — and  as  soon  as  he  landed  from 
the  ship  in  the  dock  he  rushed  to  the 
House  of  Commons  to  interview  the 
Labour  Members,  to  interest  them  in 
favour  of  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders. 
In  this  he  was  following  the  lead  of 
the  Chartered  Company,  whose  agents 

fly  their  schemes  within   these  walls, 
can  only  say  he  caught  a  Tartar  when  I 
happened  to  be  the  first  Labour  Member  to 

Mr,  John  Bums. 


meet  him.  He  wrote  an  article  in  the 
Forum,  in  which  he  said  that — 

"From  1882  to  1892  there  n-ax  no  fwriooH 
demand  for  the  fnuichise,  and  no  groat  anxiety 
for  reform.  The  country  was  rich,  and  most  of 
the  new  settlent  were  making  too  inach  money 
to  care  for  reform.  There  waa  Rtill,  liowever, 
great  need  for  the  latter,  and  the  adminuitTa- 
tion  waH  going  from  bad  to  worse,  while  the 
concessions  granted  for  the  oonstmctimi  of 
railways  andlor  dynamite  were  sure  to  work 
havoc  in  later  years." 

There  is  nothing  in  this  to  suggest 
harsh  grievances  and  oppression  to  the 
working  people.  I  asked  him»  "Have 
you  had  any  meetings  in  the  Transvaal !" 
and  he  said  "No."  "Have  you  pulled 
down  any  park  railings  t"  "No."  "What 
demonstrations,  then  7  Have  you 
fought  for  the  vote  as  long  as  English- 
men did  at  home  T'  "No/'  "Do  you 
know  that  the  Lords,  in  July,  1898, 
by  86  to  36,  excluded  aliens,  and  that 
30  per  cent,  of  your  fellow  country- 
men in  England  either  cannot  vote  for 
Commons  or  influence  the  Lords  t "  But 
he  had  not  any  proper  answer  to  give. 
It  was  like  my  experience  with  another 
man  from  Johannesburg,  where  he  had 
been  for  thirteen  years,  who  came  home, 
and  whom  I  introduced  into  the  House. 
The  right  hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
at  the  moment  engaged  in  talking  about 
the  difference  between  the  five  and  the 
seven  years  franchise ;  but  the  Johannes- 
burg man  could  not  restrain  himself  and 
refused  to  stay  any  longer.  He  had  been 
lued  to  getting  SOs.  a  day  in  Jolunnes- 
burg  instead  of  SOs.  a  week  in  this 
counti^',  and  he  showed  all  the  im- 
petuosity of  the  imtveaa  riehe.  He 
,  said-^ 

"  We  don't  want  to  listen  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  and  his  talk  of  the  franchise ;  what 
we  want  is  the  confounded  country." 

He  was  not  so  circumlocutory  as  .Mr. 
Dodd,  but  more  honest.  Now  who  paid 
the  expenses  of  Mr.  Dodd  I  Look  at  his 
credentials  and  his  letters  of  introduction. 
The  fine  Roman  hand  of  Mr.  Rutherfoord 

.  Harris  will  be  detected  there,  as  in 
nearly  every  grievance  -  mongering  agi- 
tation,  in  the    interest  of   gola  and 

I  diamonds  in  South  Africa.  That  is  the 
spurious  a^tation  of  the  discontented 

'  patriotic  Britisher  wbo  wants  to  lose  his 
nationality  at  home  for  a  very  doubtful 
nationality  abroad !  Again,  what  did 
Mr.  Lionel  PhiUipa,  one  <h  the  Rhodesian 
conspirators,  say  1 — 

"  As  to  the  franehis^  I  do  net  tiiank  oMny 
people  care  a  fig  about  it." 
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Let  us  see  how  the  franchise  is  used  by 
Rhodes,  Harris,  Fuller  and  Co.  These  ' 
gentlemen  in  the  Lower  House  in  Cape 
Colony,  in  August,  1899,  obstructed  and 
got  rejected  by  two  in  the  Cape  House  of 
Lords  a  6d.  in  the  £A  income  tax 
because  the  De  Beers  millicmaires 
would  have  had  to  pay  the  tax 
equally  with  the  poor  people.  But 
not  only  that,  these  people  who  call 
the  Boer  Government  a  corrupt  oligarchy 
were  so  keenly  interested  in  doctoring 
the  rasters  of  the  Capetown  Parliament 
Ehat  Rhodes'  agents  put  on  7,000  false 
votes,  largely  forgeries,  and  in  over 
twenty  cases  Rhodesian  agents  were  con- 
victed by  the  courts  of  offences  against 
the  electoral  laws,  and  one  agent  got 
four  months'  imprisonment  with  hard 
labour.  And  then  we  are  told  that  the 
gentlemen  who  do  these  things  have 
aympathy  with  the  British  working 
oian,  believe  in  the  purity  of  govern- 
ment and  honesty  of  administration  ! 
We  are  informed  that  the  Boers  treat 
the  white  labourers  badly,  but  the  native 
labourer  worse,  but  if  any  one  reads  the 
labour  papers  which  cqme  from  South 
Africa  he  will  find  that  organised  labour 
in  South  Africa — like  the  trade  union 
councils  at  home — is  unanimously  of 
opinion  that  when  the  Transvad  comes 
under  the  Rhodesian  domination,  white 
labour  will  be  reduced  to  what  it  is  re- 
duced in  Kimberley,  and  that  things  will 
go  from  bad  to  worse,  as  is  proved  by  the 
experience  of  every  reliable  witness  who 
knows  the  conduct  of  the  Rhodesian  capi- 
talists. As  we  go  on  we  find  instance  after 
instance  of  intimidation,  if  white  men 
refuse  to  arm  or  organise  themselves  for 
political  purposes.,  subserving  a  com- 
mercial end  in  the  interests  of  the  mine  ; 
owners  in  the  various  mines.  When , 
ve  go  into  the  taxes,  the  eight-hour 
day,  Simda^  labour,  wages,  and  frm- 
don  from  mterferenoe,  then  I  say  the 
mm  who  are  engaged  in  the  Transvaal 
are  in  an  infinitely  better  position  than 
those  at  Kimberley.  The  men  in  South 
Africa  would  lose  rather  than  gain  by  any  ^ 
change  taking  place.  Then,  coming  to 
the  natives,  I  have  had  the  pleasure,  and 
perhaps  the  pain,  of  being  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Africa — I  went  to  West , 
Africa  for  a  year,  and  was  there,  ' 
although  the  right  hon.  Qentlenuin  may  | 
not  know  it,  an  engineer  in  the  employ 
of  a  company  of  which  the  Colonial  ; 
Secretary   was  a  highly  compensated  i 


shareholder.  I  know  how  the  natives 
are  treated,  and  I  will  say  there  is  a 
tendency  in  Africa,  thanks  in  no  small 
measure  to  our  Civil  Service  and  captains 
in  the  Navy,  to  do  their  best  to  inculcate 
kindness^  that  the  natives'  position  in  this 
respect  is  better  than  in  other  parts ;  yet 
it  is  not  so  good  as  many  people  think. 
At  the  best  J  have  seen  cruelty  practised 
there  which  has  filled  me  with  shame  for 
my  country,  and  both  Boer  and  Briton 
need  not  be  too  proud  of  their  treatment 
of  the  natives  in  any  part  of  Africa 
Then  take  the  compound  system.  In  thi 
Wellington  Barracks  the  dbath  rate  is  i 
or  8  per  1,000  per  annum,  but  when  we  gt 
into  the  Kimberley  compound,  which  is 
filled  with  people  of  just  as  strong  phy- 
sique as  the  soldiers  in  Wellington  Bar- 
racks, we  find,  from  reports  of  returning 
miners,  the  death  rate  runs  from  40  to 
70  per  1,000,  almost  the  death  rate  of  the 
Middle  Passage.  These  men  work  hard 
at  low  depths,  are  liable  to  accidents,  and 
when  they  come  up  they  are  not 
allowed  out  of  the  compounds,  and 
the  consequence  is  their  only  recreation 
is  drinking,  gambling,  and  fighting,  with 
their  attendant  results  in  life  and  limb. 
Once  a  week  they  are  subjected  to  strong 
purgatives  to  see  that  they  do  not  secrete 
diamonds  in  their  stomachs,- and  I  now 
read  that  they  go  over  each  native  with  a 
sounding  hammer  to  see  whether  he  has  a 
diamond  hidden  about  him  in  his  flesh. 
We  are  now  told  we  ought  to  grant  the 
franchise  at  the  demands  of  men  who 
desire  that  all  South  Africa  should  come 
in  for  that  treatment.  The  franchise 
for  what — Asiatic  labour,  slavery  condi- 
tions for  the  natives,  and  continuallv 
lower  wages  and  lengthening  of  the  hount 
for  the  skilled  white  labour  1  What 
hypocrisy  it  is  to  talk  about  franchise 
when  monopoly  rule,  and  commercial 
serfdom  prevails.  The  right  hon.  GenUe- 
man  the  Colonial  Secretary,  who  is  so 
fervent  for  the  franchise,  and  desirous  of 
giving  the  Transvaal  local  government, 
who  involves  us  in  a  war  in  October 
when  we  were  going  to  war  to  enfranchise 
a  lot  of  Uitlanders — mostly  Jews,  who  if 
they  got  their  vote  would  sell  it — waa 
depriving  by  a  stroke  of  the  pen  in  August 
of  self-government  one  of  Her  Majesty's 
colonies,  Jamaica,  under  the  British  flag, 
in  the  British  Empire,  whilst  the  Port  of 
Spain,  Trinidad,  was  protesting  also 
against  the  arlntraiy  conduct  of  the 
CA>lonial  Secretary  in  taking  away  ita 
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powers    of  local   self-government  and 
municipal  administration.    How  can  he 
reconcile  war  for  aliens  in  Africa,  and 
restricting  colonial  liberties  at  the  same  | 
time  1   He  cannot ;  this  war  is  for  terri- 
tory, for  gold,  for  capitalist  domination  ' 
masqueramng  in  the  guiae  of  freedom  I 
and  franchise.    I  believe  while  we  are  pro- 1 
accuting  this  unrighteous  war  against  these  ; 
people  we  ought  to  prospect  for  peace  ;  we 
ought  to  ascertain  Kruger's  mind  as  to 
what  the  ultimate  terms  should  be.    We  : 
can  do  so  without  loss  of  dignity  and  I 
respect,  and  without  loss  of  power  or 
prestige.     ["  No,  no !"]    I  am  getting 
rather  tired  of  this  arrogant  and  ever-  ] 
lasting  "  No."    It  will  have  to  be  settled  ' 
some  day,  I  am  for  feeling  our  way  now.  ' 
I  can  remember  reading,  as  a  schoolboy, 
with  pride  and  pleasure,  how  Old  Ei^;- 
land,  from   King   Alfred's   time,  has 
been  the  protector  of  liberty  and  free- 
dom.   That  is  the  quality  that  differen- 
tiates us   from   all  other  countries  in 
the  world.    Except  Ireland,  Britain  has  : 
been    through    centuries    the  .  knight-  i 
errant  of  the  smaller  peoples.    Who  set  \ 
Belgium  on  its  legs,  gave  Greece  its  in- 1 
dependence,  helped  united  Italy,  and  stood  ■ 
by  Switzerland  from  time  to  time  1  Eng- 
land.  In  this  war  England  is  not  fuliilling  I 
her  traditional  task,  the  protector  of  the  i 
smaller  nations,  and  the  British  Army,  , 
which    used    to    be     for    all    good  | 
causes  the   Sir   GhJahad    of  History, 
has  become  in    Africa    the   janissary  j 
of  the  Jews,  and  at  whose  instance  a 
narrow  financial  section  in  and  out  of  this 
House.    I  spent  my  Christmas  holidays 
going  through  the  books  of  the  Chartered 
Company's  shareholders,  and  I  find  that 
nearly  every     one    who   has  spoken 
in    this  debate    here,    in  the  House 
of    Lords,  and   in    the    country,  has 
his  patriotism   strengthened    and  his 
speeches  len^hened  oy  the  amount  of 
his  holding  in  the  stock  of  the  South 
Africa  Company   It  would  be  interesting 
if  we  could  have  a  share  list  broneht 
up-to-date  to  see  who  are  the  shareholders 
— the  Duke  of  Fife,  the  Marquess  of 
Lome,  350  generals  and  Army  officers,  and 
newspaper  proprietors  by  the  yard.  Then 
we  find  the  shareholders  in  the  books  of 
the  Chartered  Company  are  slso  the  men 
who  figured  as  the  Johannesburg  prisoners ; 
four  of  whom  alnne  owned  XI 2,000,000 
of  money,  poor    oppressed  creatures ; 
they  were  also  the  Jameson  raiders ;  and 
we  also  find  them  directors  of  the  Savage 
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South  African  Show  at  Olympia.  Why 
was  that  started  ?     To  acquaint  the 
people  on  this  side  with  the  customs  and 
idiosyncrasies  of  the  natives  of  Africa  t 
No,  it  is  part  of  a  scheme  to  inflame 
the  minds  of  the  people  with  regard  to 
the  war  against  their  better  ooiwcienee 
and  their  better  knowledge.    Then  we 
come  to  the  Rhodesian  press,  and  we  find 
all  the  newspapers  were  captured  by  the 
Khodesian  gang,  and  I  am  surprised  and 
ashamed  that  a  great  paper  like  The  Time.% 
the  greatest  newspaper  in  the  world,  but 
the  smallest  organ  for  oppressed  humanity, 
should  have  employed  the  Monypennys 
and    such    people   as  correspondents. 
Wherever  we  go  in  this  matter  we  see 
the  same  thing.    Wherever  we  examine 
there  is  the  financial  Jew  operating, 
directing, inspiriogthe  agencies  that  have 
led  to  this  war.  They  were  supreme  at 
the  South  African  Committee  in  1897.  I 
thought  I  had  landed  m^elf  in  a  synar 
gogue  when  I  went  to  hear  the  Commis- 
sion ;  when  I  went  to  hear  the  trial  of  the 
Johannesburg  prisoners  before  the  Chief 
Justice  I  thought  I  had  dropped  into  some 
place  in  Aldgate  or  Houndsditch ;  and 
when  wo  see  how  the  delay  of  the  inquiry 
was  brought  about,  and  how  the  prisoners 
were  allowed  to  escape  with  light  punish- 
ment,   and    how    exalted  personages 
obtruded  themselves  into  the  committee 
and  smiled  upon  the  chief  culprits,  we 
see  the  force  which  is  moving  this 
country  on  to  war.     And  for  all  this 
intrigue  on  the  part  of  smart  society  for 
money,  the  nation  incurs  the  debt  of  war. 
The  trail  of   the   financial  serpent  is 
over  this  war  from  beginning  to  end. 
I  consider  it  my  duty  to  the  labour  con- 
stituency I  represent  to  say  that  I  have 
a  right  to  protest  against  this  war.  The 
Highland  Brigade  with  typical  valour 
I  and  character  share  the  brunt  of  battle 
with    Welsh,    Irish,    and  Englishmen, 
of  the  most  serious  stra^Iea  which  have 
ever  been  compressed  into  three  or  four 
,  months  of  hard  fighting ;  those  men  have 
'  shown  they  were  heroes,  but  it  is  heroism 
wasted  for  ignoble  ends.  You  should  have 
gone  to  the  relief  of  the  Armenians 
against  the   Turk  if  you  wanted  war 
'  merely  for  war's  sake.    The  crime  of  it 
!  all  is  that  these  brave  lads  from  Inverness 

■  and  Glasgow  and  the  Rifle  Brigade  are 
I  fighting  for  an  unrighteous  cause,  a  cause 

■  which  brings  no  military  credit,  will 
deprive  a  orave  people  erf  their  free- 
dom, and  ultimately  land  us  in  con- 
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scription.  The  Highland  Brigade,  for ' 
example,  who  had  so  nobly  done  their  duty 
by  the  side  of  men  of  other  nationalities, 
were  too  good  to  waste  on  Mr.  Ruther- 
foord  Harris  and  Mr.  Beit.  I  protest 
against  the  incompetency  displayed  in  the 
arrangements  for  the  war,  the  hoUowness 
of  its  obje'it,  the  immorality  of  its  aim, 
the  stupidity  with  which  the  negotiations 
were  conducted,  and  above  all  the  want  of 
taste,  tact  and  temper  too  frequently  shown 
by  the  Colonial  Secretary,  the  result  being 
that  we  have  been  dragged  into  a  war 
that  has  besmirched  the  fair  name  of  the 
countiy.  (Cheers.) 

*Mr.  WYLIE  (Dumbartonshire),  speak- 
ing against  the  Amendment^  said  no 
Swtch  Member  had  spoken  on  the  Con- 
servatiTe  side,  with  the  exception  of  one 
who  had  confined  himself  very  much  to 
applying  to  the  Opposition  to  shorten  the 
discussion.    The  real  cause  of  the  war 
lay  deep  down  in  the  moral  condition  of  ' 
the  race  which  had  so  wantonly  invaded  ' 
our  territory,  their  ignorance  and  domi- ' 
fleering  instincts,  which  existed,  not  only  ' 
prior  to  1895,  but  from  the  beginning  ; 
of  the  century.    The  real  cause  of  the  i 
war  was  first  the  oppression  of  the  native  | 
races,  whom  we  had  done  so  much  to  i 
rdieve,  and  secondly,  of  the  Uitlanders,  I 
whom  we  were  going  to  relieve.   It  was  | 
universally  admitted  that  the  treatment , 
of  the  native  races  by  the  British  was  ; 
infinitely  better  than  that  of  any  other 
country.    From  1815,  the  very  first  year  | 
after  we  had  acquired  Cape  Colony,  they  i 
had  bitterly  resented  our  steady  inter-  j 
ference  with  what  they  believed  to  be  I 
their  right  to  treat  the   natives  not ! 
only  as  slaves,  but  as  worse  than  beasts  I 
of  burden.    The  right  hon.  Member  for ' 
Bodmin  had  said  that  we  should  not  i 
mention  the  word  magnanimitF  in  con-  '< 
nection  with  our  tieatment  of  the  Boers,  i 
On  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  could  not ' 
but  be  admitted  that  we  were  display- ; 
ing  great   magnanimity   even   at  the  | 
present  time.    It  should  be  remembered  ' 
that  in  Basutoland  there  were  35,000  | 
of  the  finest  cavalry  in  Africa,  who 
are  restrained  by  British  influence  from  ' 
bunching  themselves  against  the  Boers. 
Such  magnanimity  was  not  appreciated  j 
by  the  Boers,  who  were  actively  engaged 
in  trying  to  induce  the  Basutos  to  rise  i 
against  the  British.    The  Uitlanders  had  ' 
been  treated  in  the  same  spirit  as  the  ' 
natives  bad  been,  and  if  after  the  petition  i 


in  regard  to  the  Edgar  case  the  Grovern- 
ment  had  refused  to  listen  to  their  grie- 
vances, we  would  have  lost  all  influence 
in  South  Africa,  and  there  would  have 
been  the  beginning  oi  the  end  to  our 
colonies  all  over  the  world.  The  offer  of  a 
seven  years  franchise  was  accompanied 
by  such  conditions  as  to  render  it  perfectly 
inoperative.  With  regard  to  the  lack  of 
knowledge  and  foresight  of  the  Groveru- 
ment  in  the  preparations  for  the  war,  the 
terms  to  President  Kruger  were  so  mode- 
rate and  conciliatory  that  scarcely  anyone 
thought  war  possible.  This  Government 
had  spent  a  great  deal  to  make  the  Army 
efficient,  and  if  they  had  come  to  Parlia- 
ment in  October  last  and  asked  for  suffi- 
cient money  to  transport  200,000  men  to 
South  Africa,  the  Opposition  would  have 
been  the  first  to  have  scouted  the  proposal 
as  recklessly  extravagant.  This  was  not 
the  time  for  mutual  recrimination,  but 
rather  for  friendly  co-operation.  Let  hon. 
Gentlemen  remember,  though  we  had 
under-estimated  the  strength  and  military 
resources  of  the  Boers  they  had  still  more 
egregiously  under-estimated  ours,  and  the 
determination  of  this  country  to  carry  on 
the  war  to  a  successful  termmation.  We 
had  already  secured  peace  and  prosperity 
to  a  vast  black  population  in  North  Africa 
and  we  would  not  slacken  our  elforte  un- 
til we  had  secured  even  better  results  to 
the  whites  in  South  Africa.  We  were  fight- 
ing for  our  countrymen  in  South  Afnea, 
who  had  been  ground  under  the  iron  heel 
of  oppression.  We  werefighting  for  justice 
for  the  native  as  well  as  the  European,  and 
under  all  the  circumstances  he  believed 
that  the  House  would  reject  by  an  over- 
whelming majority  the  Amendment  that 
had  been  put  before  it,  and  that  all  parties 
would  unite  in  carrying  the  war  to  a 
successful  conclusion. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  do  not  intend  to  detain  the 
House  very  long  to-night,  but,  as  my 
purpose  is  to  adopt  a  course  which  is 
against  the  party  I  am  associated 
with,  I  think  it  necessary  to  explain 
my  reasons  for  doing  so.  Now,  Sir,  I 
listened  with  ^^reat  attention  to  the  speech 
of  my  hon.  fnend  the  Member  for  Batter 
sea,  and  I  may  say  that  he  did  not  convince 
me  that  the  Government  is  in  the  wrong 
in  the  course  they  are  pursuing  in  re- 
pelling the  invasion  of  the  Boers  into 
British  territory.  We  have  been  told  over 
and  over  again  that  the  Government  have 
declared  war  in  the  interests  of  the  Uit- 
*  Sp^  iMtif.  t 
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landers.    I  do  not  agree  with  that  state-  . 
ment,  because  the  fact  is  that  the  Govern-  < 
ment  have  been  compelled  to  go  to  war  in 
order  to  repel  the  invader  from  our 
colonies.    Now,  Sir,  i  am  not  one  ani- 1 
mated  by  jingo  convictions ;   I  do  not ' 
believe  in  jingoism  ;  but  at  the  same  I 
time  I  do  believe  in  upholding  the  in-  j 
te^rity  of  the  British  £mpire.    1  am  a  j 
British  patriot  above  all  Uongs.    I  have 
travelled  a  few  times  around  the  world,  ; 
and  i  have  found  few  countries  where  the  \ 
same  freedom  and  the  same  privileges  are 
known  as  we  enjoy.    And  where  I  find 
any  encroachment  on  our  territory,  any 
invasion  of  our  rights  and  liberties,  I , 
forget  my  party  and  put  the  support  of  ' 
my  country,  as  a  patriot,  before  all  things. 
We  do  not  need  to  go  back  to  1881  to 
find  the  cause  of  the  war.    I  don't  object  i 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  .Mr.  Gladstone's 
general  feelings  of  humanity  and  love  of  | 
peace ;  but  what  I  did  object  to  at  the  i 
tim^  ami  still  think  of,  is  the  mistake  | 
made  when  the  Government  in  1881  : 
declared  their  intention  to  go  to  war  with 
the  Boers  in  order  to  assert  British 
supremacy  in  South  Africa.    Then,  after 
suffering  defeat,  we  climbed  down,  and  we 
are  made  to  suffer  for  that  to-night.  There 
is  no    mistake    about    it    that  that 
has  been    the  cause    of   the   trouble  i 
in  the  Transvaal  all  through.     We  are  ' 
told  that  the  Uitlanders  have  not  suffered  i 
any  serious  oppression,  and  that  they  | 
have  not  been  knocked  down  and  ill-used ; 
but  I  have  it  from  muiy  of  my  friends  : 
residing  in  the  Transvaal — and  I  believe  ; 
them,  despite  what  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Battersea  says — that  they  ■ 
have  been  subjected  to  all  kinds  of  petty 
tyranny  for  years  from  t^ese  Boers.  I 
ask,  in  common  fairness,  how  long  can 
we  tolerate  that  state  of  things  ?  We 
are  told  that  the  Jameson  raid  is  respon- , 
sible  for  a  great  deal  of  this  war.  I  don't ' 
Ijelieve  it.    I  believe  the  Boers  have  been  ; 
steadily  arming  for  years— and  for  what 
object  1   They  have  been  looking  forward  I 
eagerly  to  the  time  when  the  South  | 
Anican  Republic  should  haul  down  the 
British  flag  in  Cape  Colony  and  Natal. 
I  say  I  do  not  believe  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  gone  to  war  merely  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  equal  rights  for  the  Uit- 
umders  in  the  Transvaal.  But,  while  I  am 
not  prepared,  and  refuse,  to  vote  against 
the  Government  on  this  Amendment,  at 
the  same  time  I  cannot  approve  their 
action  in  ^e  conduct  ot  the  war.  On 
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that  point  I  believe  there  never  has  been 
a  Government  in  power  that  has  so  mis- 
managed a  war  as  this  one.  We  have 
only  to  read  the  newspapers  to  learn  of 
the  complaints  made  by  the  troops  in 
regard  to  the  arrangements  made  ior 
sendine  them  out  to  South  Africa, 
and  tne  bad  food  that  was  sup- 
plied them.  I  say  it  is  a  scandal 
and  a  disgrace  that  the  Government 
should  lay  itself  open  to  the  charge  of 
under-feeding  uid  ill-feeding  with  rotten 
provisions  and  inferior  stores  the  men  we 
have  sent  to  uphold  the  British  prestige 
in  South  Africa.  There  is  no  excuse  for 
it.  The  voyage  was  only  of  some  twenty 
or  thirty  days,  and  the  authorities  should 
have  seen  that  sufficient  stores  were 
placed  on  board.  I  think  there  has 
been  sufficient  said  on  this  question, 
so  I  do  not  intend  to  occupy  the  time  <rf 
the  House  any  longer ;  but  I  most  say 
tlut  I  am  sorry  to  disagree  with  my  hon. 
friends  on  this  side  of  the  House.  I  do 
not  believe  that  they  are  at  all  pursuing 
an  intelligent  policy,  because  on  the  one 
hand  they  condemn  the  Grovemment  for 
going  to  war,  and  on  the  other  say  that 
they  have  not  gone  far  enough,  and 
findly  they  urge  the  GUjvemment  to  go 
on  vigorously  with  a  war  which  they  call 
unjust.  That  is  an  irreconcilable  posi- 
tion and  one  which  I  must  dissent  from. 
If  I  did  not  believe  in  the  war  I  would  do 
my  beat  to  check  its  progress  as  far  as  I 
could,  not  merely  within  the  walls  oi  this 
House,  but  upon  every  platform  throne- 
out  the  country. 


*Mr.  bond  (Nottingham,  K) :  I  rise. 
Sir,  practically  for  the  first  time  to  take 
part  in  an  important  debate  in  this  Boose. 
And  I  rise  principally  to  dissociate  myselt 
as  representative  of  a  great  Midland 
city — for  the  majority  of  whose  inhalu- 
tants  I  think  I  may  venture  to  speak 
quite  fearlessly — from  the  attitude  and 
the  line  which  has  been  taken  up  in  re- 
gard to  this  war  by  certain  sections  of 
society  and  by  certain  Members  of  this 
House,  as  well  as  by  an  influential  section 
of  the  London  press.  I  for  my  part  am 
sick  and  tired  of  this  daily  railing  utd 
Daily  Mail-mg.  I  think  that  it  is  little 
less  than  shocking  that  papers  which  have 
been  calling  on  foreign  nations  to  admire 
I  the  calmness  and  fortitude  which  oar 
I  people  have   exhibited  in  face  of  the 
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reveraes  which  the  BritiBh  arms  have  | 
sustained  should  themselves   be  daily 
cavilling  at  our  adnfinistration  and  the  I 
inefficiency  of  our  military  preparations,  | 
and  in  the  same  breath  be  complaining  , 
of  the  Opposition  for  bringing  forwam 
this  vote  of  censure.    It  is  a  kind  of  in- 
consistency which  does  not  commend  itself  ' 
to  the  minds  of  reasonable  men,  and  I  am  | 
certain  that  in  the  great  provincial  centres  ; 
these  views  are  taken  at  their  right  value.  { 
I  am  told  on  good  authority  that  in  i 
Kottingham  nothing  would  be  easier  or  { 
more  popular  than  to  arrange  for  bum-  { 
ing  in  the  market  place  copies  of  the  ] 
JkiUy  Mail,  the  Morning  Post,  and  Tlte 
Times.     Now,  Sir,  the  view  expressed  in 
different  ways  by  different  speakers  is 
that  this  is  an   inevitable  war — and 
that  view  I  share;   but  when  I  say 
it  is   inevitable,   I  say  it  on  rather 
different  grounds  from  those  who  have 
preceded  me.  I  will  explain  what  I  mean. 
wTien  this  war  was  begun,  or  on  the 
eve  of  the  beginning  of  the  war,  I  noticed 
a  very  interesting  communication  from 
the  correspondent  of  the  Morning  Post, 
who  was  stationed  at  that  time  at  New- 
castle.    He  was  evidently  a  young  man 
who  had  gone  out  to  South  Africa  for  the 
first  time,  and  he  said — 

"  If  any  Eoiflishman  is  suffering  fn  m  what 
irt  calleil '  swelled  bead,'  let  him  come  out  here, 
and  he  will  qaickly  find  that  not  only  is  an 
Englishman  disliked,  but  despised." 

Now,  Sir,  we  are  accustomed  to  being 
disliked,  but  not  despised  ;  and  I  say  that 
when  a  feeling  of  that  kind  becomes 
|n«Talent  throughout  the  Boer  Republic, 
and  when  we  have  the  natural  feeling 
of  resentment  which  that  attitude 
produces  in  the  mind  of  an  Englishman— 
we  are  not  accustomed  to  that  demeanour 
from  those  whom  we  come  in  contact 
with,  as  a  rule — when  we  have  grievances 
almut  the  Uitlanders,  and  suspicion  is 
aroused  on  both  aides  by  the  raid  and  the 
consequences  of  the  raid,  so  that  the 
negotiations  we  were  conducting  could 
not  be  carried  to  a  successful  issue,  it 
was  almost  inevitable  that  a  conflagration 
would  arise.  There  was  too  much  loose 
gunpowder  about  in  South  Africa, 
and  whether  the  ex^osion  occurred 
yesterday  or  to-morrow  does  not,  it  seems 
to  me,  matter  very  much.  Under  all  the 
circumstances  the  collision  was  inevitable 
and  could  not  be  put  off.  It  was  what 
Lord  Bacon  would  have  called  '*  a  birth 
of  time,"   the  result  of  a  long  series 


of  events,  all  working  and  co-operat- 
ing   together    to     bring     about  a 
predestined  close.    I  am,  therefore,  not 
much    concerned    with    the  question 
of  whether  the  coUiaion    might  have 
been  put  off  for  a  short  time;  or  whether, 
if  President  Kruger  had  shown  himself 
rather  more  reasonable  and  amenable  to- 
argument,  we  might  not  have  been  en- 
gaged in  the  present  desperate  conflict. 
The  belief  I  hold  is  that,  however  that 
might  have  been,  this  desperate  conflict 
could  not  have    been   put  off  long. 
In  that  strong  belief  I  put  aside  the 
question  whether  the  negotiations  the 
Government  indulged  in  were  conducted 
in   the    most    successful  or  judicious 
manner,  or  whether  we  have  any  reason 
to  suppose  that  if  tiie  ^tish  case  had  been 
put  differently  the  immediate  results 
would  have  been  different.    As  far  as  this 
vote  of  censure  is  concerned,  all  that  is  of 
comparatively  little  moment.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  preparations  which  the 
Government  ought  to  have  made,  if  the 
accusations  against  them  mean  anything 
they  mean  that  when  the  war  broke  out 
we  ought  to  have  had  more  forces  in  Cape 
Colony  and  Natal.    Now  how  ooxAd  we 
have  observed  the  rules  of  the  game  and 
followed  the  ordinary  course  of  conduct 
which    one    civilised   State  observes 
towards  another,  if  we  had  put  more 
forces  or  greater  military  armaments  out 
there  before  war  broke  out  1   The  hon. 
Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Berwick 
Division,  in  a  speech  delivered  in  the  early 
part  of  the  debate,  said,  with  his  usual 
acumen  and  usual  fairness,  that  whilst 
negotiations  were  going  on,  it  would  be 
absolutely  impossible  for  us  to  appreciably 
augment  the  forces  at  our  diroosal  in 
South  Africa.    That,  Sir,  I  take  to  be 
absolutely  true.  We  covHd  not  while  con- 
ducting negotiations  make  an  ostentatious 
display  of  torce,  nor  could  we  be  surrepti- 
i  tiously  drafting  forces  into  South  Africa 
j  sufficient  to  make  the  frontier  invulner- 
I  able  against  attack.  ATell,   if  that  be 
j  so,  if  we  were  precluded  by  the  posi- 
j  tion  we  assumed  from  bringing  into 
Africa  forces  commensurate  with  those 
I  which  the  Boers  could  bring  against  us 
what  charge  can   you  bring  a^inst  the 
Government  at  the  time  hostihties  broke 
'  out  ?  Who  can  say  with  tinith  that  the 
I  Government  fell  short  of  their  duty? 
i  When  the  war  did  break  out,  who  will 
say  that  the  Government  was  taken  un- 
prepared 1  Why,  Sir,  within  as  short  a 
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time  as  was  humanly  possible,  the  troops 
were  on  their  way  to  South  Africa.  At 
the  present  time  we  have  got  an  ONuy 
in  South  Africa  which  no  other  European 
Power  could  place  there  in  sudi  short  space 
of  time  and  at  such  a  distance  from  our 
shores.  Wi^  regard  to  the  Amendment,  we 
on  this  side  of  the  House  feel  that  it  is  a 
matter  of  regret  that  it  has  been'  moved. 
It  is  not  a  patriotic  Amendment ;  it  is 
not  an  Amendment  which  on  further  con- 
sideration will  recommend  itself  on  the 
ground  of  party  advantage  to  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.    I  hardly  know  what  it  is 


be  applied — criticism  which  would  be  of 
little  value  if  it  were  put  oflF  to  a  con- 
venient season,  which  might  never  arrive. 
I  noted  that  the  House  received  without 
i  demur  the  assertion  of  that  claim,  and 
I  indeed  the  contrary  doctrine  could  not 

I  be  sustained  either  by  precedent  or  by 
i  constitutional  usage  ana  theory.  Sir, 

I I  say  that  it  was  not  only  our 
I  right,    but    our    hounden    duty  to 

make  this  motion  expressive  of  our  judg- 
ment, and  to  record  that  judgment  by 
our  votes.  Surely  the  Government,  and 
even  the  most  ardent  friends  of  the 


they  expect  to  gain  from  it.  I  am  [  Government,  who  are  often  more  san- 
perfectly  certain  that  were  it  carried — a  !  guine  than  the  Government  themselves. 


contingency  which  cannot  be  contemplated 
—it  would  have  a  most  serious  effect 
upon  our  own  country,  and  upon  foreign 
<X)untriec^  by  evidencing  a  lamentable  | 
difference  of  opinion  with  r^ard  to  the 
policy  of  this  war.  Whether  it  be 
carried  or  not  it  can  do  nothing  but  harm. 
As  far  as  I  can  judge,  the  only  reason  for 
proposing  it  is  to  give,  for  a  few  brief 
hours  or  for  a  few  brief  days,  a  fleeting 
and  spurious  semblance  of  unity  to  the 
disorganised  battalions  of  the  Opposition. 
That  manoeuvre,  I  feel  sure,  cannot 
succeed  ;  it  cannot  take  in  the  House  ;  it 
does .  not  take  in  the  country ;  and  I 
venture  to  say  that  we  shall  see  those 
who  are  engineering  this  device  hoist 
with  their  own  petard. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

<Stirling  Burghs)  :  Mr.  Speaker,  exactly 


could  not  imagine  that  Parliament  could 
meet  and  no  motion  and  debate  of  this 
kind  occur.  After  recent  events,  and 
allowing  as  we  may  for  eveiy  excuse  and 
explanation  which  may  be  offered,  the 
members  of  the  Ministry  can  hardly  pose 
as  conquerors  upon  whose  brows  wreaths 
of  laurel  should  be  placed.  Their  dip- 
lomacy has  failed.  The  end  and  object 
of  diplomacy  is  to  gain  your  purpose  with- 
out war.  Diplomacy  has  not  gained  their 
purpose,  and  we  are  at  war.  And  their 
military  operations  can  hardly  be  said  to 
have  been  successful,  because  very  little 
head — if,  indeed,  any  head — has  been 
made  against  the  enemy,  and  the«e 
facts  themselves  invite  criticism.  But 
here  arises  one  of  the  strangest  phases 
of  the  present  situation.  For  venturing 
to  impugn  the  conduct  of  the  (Jovem- 
ment  we  have  been  railed  at  day  after 


a  week  ago  I  had  the  opportunity  of  ex- day  by  a  portion  of  the  pre*s  on  the 
plaining  at  considerable  len^h,  in  the  i  ground  of  our  want  of  patriotism,  while 
<iebate  on  the  main  question  of  the  ,  the  very  newspapers  that  bring  the  accu- 
Address,  my  general  views  of  the  position  sation  against  us  are  themselves  day  by 
of  a&irs  in  South  Africa  and  the  circum- 1  day  denouncing  the  Government,  calling 
stances  which  have  led  to  it.  I  spoke  |  for  its  reconstruction,  searching  about 
then  with  full  knowledge  that  this  i  for  a  scapegoat,  and  clamouring  for  a 
Amendment  was  immediately  to  follow,  |  change — [Ministeriid  cries  of  "  No,  no !  ^ 
■and  my  observations  covered  the  whole  ^  — a  change  within  itself  if  you  like,  tint  a 
ffround  of  the  Amendment ;  therefore  I  change  of  some  sort.  They  found  their 
»el  myself  wholly  disinclined,  and,  in  fact,  !  charge  of  want  of  patriotism  upon  what 
should  look  upon  it  as  too  great  a  trespass  '  they  represent  to  be  the  perilous  position 
on  the  patience  of  the  House,  to  attempt  of  the  country.  I  protest  against  the  ex- 
to  repeat  much  that  I  said  on  so  recent  '  aggerated  view  of  the  position  of  the 


An  occasion.  Among  other  things  1 
expressed  the  view  that  there  was  much 
to  condemn  in  the  general  conduct  of 
South  African  affairs  by  the  Government. 
I  claimed  for  the  Opposition  the  full 
right  of  criticism,  and  I  said  that  this,  so 
far  from  being  an  inconvenient  time  for 
criticism,  was  the  proper  and  most 
effective  moment  at  which  criticism  conld 

Mr.  Bond. 


view 

country  which  they  take  up,  and 
which  has  been  reflected  in  some 
of  the  speeches  in  this  debate.  "Humilia- 
tion "is,  I  believe,  the  word  that  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Great  Britain  has  used 
of  the  position  of  the  country  at  this 
moment  Sir,  disappointed  we  may  Yie 
with  the  course  of  tne  war,  humbled  in 
their  pride  and  arrogance  those  among  us 
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may  be  who  went  into  the  war  with  a 
li^nt  heart,  confidently  hoping  for  an  easy 
tnumph.  But  as  to  national  humiliation 
and  national  discomfiture,  it  does  not 
exist.  Our  difficulties  may  indeed  be 
great,  and  a  heavy  call  may  be  made  on 
the  patience  and  courage  of  our  troops 
and  our  people ;  but  the  hysterical  writers 
who  have  of  recent  years  taken  possession 
of  a  large  pofKon  of  the  press  of  this 
country  have  worked  themselves  up  into 
a  state  of  panic  for  which  there  exists  no 
reason  at  all.  I  was  glad  to  hear  the 
composed  and  sensible  tone  in  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  spoke  of  this  matter 
the  other  night.  Our  country  is  not — 
although  some  things  have  been  done  and 
a  ^ood  many  things  have  been  said  that 
might  lead  to  such  a  oonclosioa — our 
country  is  not  at  its  last  gasp.  On 
the  contrary,  what  has  been  done 
by  this  country,  what  even  the  much- 
maligned  War  Office  has  done,  shows  the 
stuff  of  which  our  Army  is  made,  and 
the  spirit  which  has  been  exhibited  by 
the  British  people  both  at  home  and  in 
the  colonies  has  at  once  astonished  and 
provoked  the  admiration  of  the  world. 
When  we  are  told,  therefore,  that  we 
must  be  silent  in  our  nation's  agony 
because  the  Gauls  are  at  the  gates  of 
Rome,  I  answer  that  the  Gauls  are  not  at 
the  gates  of  Borne.  We  have  180,000 
soldiers  in  South  Africa,  courageous,  well- 
equipped  men,  and  there  is  no  reason  for 
either  despondency  or  panic.  But  on  this 
very  account  we  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons are  free,  as  we  should  not  otherwise 
have  been,  to  state  our  view  of  the  ad- 
ministration of  affairs  by  the  Govern- 
ment^ and  to  express  our  estimate  of  the 
spirit  and  the  lines  of  policy  which  we 
think  necessary  for  the  peace  and  pros- 
perity of  our  South  African  dominions — a 
policy  by  departing  from  which  we  have 
incurred  our  present  misfortunes  and 
troubles.  I  should  like  to  pass ,  by  in 
silence,  and  to  treat  in  the  way  it  de- 
serves, another  kind  of  imputation  put 
upon  us  because  of  this  motion  and  the 
speeches  with  which  we  support  it 
— namely,  that  we  are  actuated 
by  merely  party  motives  and  by 
a  desire  to  clamber  into  power. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  Hear,  hear!]  My 
experience,  which  is  longer,  I  am  afraid, 
than  that  of  the  hon.  Member  who  inter- 
rupts, leads  me  to  believe  that  such  taunts 
usually  come  from  those  who  are  them- 
selves the  bitterest  party  men ;  but  I  was 


amazed  to  hear  this  taunt  and  sneer 
coming  from  the  right  hon.  Gentlemen 
on  the  Treasury  bench.  Did  it  not  occur 
to  some  of  them  that  they  were  using  a 
weapon  which  has  two  edges ;  that,  if 
there  may  be  sometimes  on  the  one  side 
a  selfish  desire  to  obtain  office,  there  may 
be  also  on  the  other  side  an  equally  un- 
worthy desire  to  retain  office,  which  may 
vitiate  the  judgment  and  stifle  the  con- 
science of  a  mnister  ?  I  can  only  say  I 
think  little  of  the  cause  which  needs  the 
support  of  any  such  weapon,  and  still  less 
of  the  man  who  stoops  to  use  it.  As  for 
us  who  are  supporting  this  Amendment  by 
our  voice  and  by  our  votes,  I  can  honestly 
say  that  we  have  no  desire  or  expec- 
tation of  personal  or  party  advantage 
from  it  whatever.  There  is  something  that 
we  believe  ought  to  be  said  in  the  interest 
oi  the  Empire,  and  we  desire  to  say  it. 
We  are  deeply  grieved  by  the  sufferings 
of  our  brave  countrymen  in  the  field  and 
of  those  who  wait  and  weep  for  them  at 
home,  and  we  are  moved  thereby  to  the 
expression  of  two  desires.  The  first  is 
that  e^'ery  facility  should  be  given  to  the 
Government  of  the  Queen  for  the  prose- 
cution of  this  war.  [At  this  point  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  was  interrupted  by 
loud  cheers  at  the  result  of  the  York 
election  from  the  Ministerial  benches.]  I 
was  saying,  when  temporarily  interrupted 
by  a  cause  which  I  fully  appreciate,  that 
the  first  thing  we  are  led  to  by  die  con- 
sideration of  the  sufferings  of  our  brave 
fellow  countrymen  is  that  every  facility 
should  be  given  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war,  in  order  that  it  may  be  terminated 
as  speedily  as  possihle,  and  that  the 
suffering  and  hwdship  may  not  be  prt>- 
longed  imnecessarily ;  and  the  second 
thing  which  we  are  led  to  by  that  con- 
sideration is  that  such  a  policy  should  bo 
pursued  in  South  Africa  as  would  give 
the  best  hope  that  Uiose  sufferings  will 
not  have  been  in  vain,  and  that  harmony 
and  peace  in  South  Africa  may  issue  from 
the  struggle.  There  is  only  one  other 
observation  I  would  make  on  the  general 
question  of  this  Amendment.  We  have 
heard  several  speeches,  and  one  of  them  I 
listened  to  with  great  pleasure  from  the 
hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  College 
Division  of  Glasgow,  that  speech  being 
solely  devoted  to  th^  subject  of  the  use- 
lessness  and  the  unnecessary  character  of 
this  Amendment  and  debate.  There  is 
one  thing  which  would  have  entirely 
stood  in  ^e  way  of  a  debate  such  as  tlUs, 
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If  we  had  been  imposing  the  slightest '  months,  or  perhaps  of  a  year,  in  gaining 
delay  in  the  way  of  the  schemes  or  pre- '  the  object  to  which  the  negotiations  were 
parations  which  the  Government  had  in  directed  would  have  had  consequences, 
hand  for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  then  I  material,  social,  or  political,  to  be  corn- 
can  tell  the  hon.  Baronet  and  the  House  ,  pared  for  one  moment  with  the  state  of 
that  80  soon  as  we  were  infonued  of  that  things  which  has  arisen  in  the  last  few 
I  should  have  used  all  my  influence  to  '  months  1  I  repeat  what  I  have  said 
urge  a  cessation  of  the  debate.  But  we  '  before,  and  I  repeat  it  in  the  face 
have  been  assured  by  the  Under  Secretary  i  of  the  statement  of  the  right  hon. 
for  War,  and  the  assurance  was  repeated  gentleman,  if  the  Grovemment  had  come 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  himself  in  to  Parliament  asking  for  assistance  for 
another  place,  that  this  was  not  the  case,  the  purpose  of  fortifying  the  position  of 
that  they  were  in  no  way  hindered  or  the  colonies,  Parliament  would  certainly 
embarrassed.  It  was  our  expectation  that  ^  urillingly  have  provided  all  that  was 
by  this  debate  we  should  not  only  have  an  >  requirod.  But  there  was  an  alternative 
opportunity  of  expressing  views  on  the  course.  The  Government  might  at  an 
subject  which  are  largely  held  in  the  '  eu-lier  period  have  protested  against  the 
country,  but  that  we  should  be  able  to  armaments  of  the  Boera.  They  m^t 
elicit  by  means  of  it  from  the  Government  have  deared  themselves  of  all  participa- 
some  much-required  information  on  im-  tton  in,  or  connexion  with,  the  raid  and 
portant  points.  I  cannot  say  that  this  <  its  authors.  They  might  have  given  the 
last  purpose  of  the  debate  has  been  very  ;  most  ample  pledges  and  guarantees  that 
successful.  This  Amendment  alleges  ;  no  such  enterprise  would  again  be  under- 
against  the  Government  a  want  of  know-  taken ;  and  then,  with  their  hands  free,  they 
ledge,  of  foresight,  and  of  judgment.  Let  could  have  gone  to  the  Transvaal  Govern- 
me  test  this  allegation  with  reference  to  i  ment  and  insisted  upon  the  cessation  of 
one  particular  point,  and  it  is  a  crucial  the  passage  of  arms.  Either  of  these 
point.  I  aaked  the  question  in  the  speech  '  courses  would  have  shown  knowledge, 
1  delivered  last  week,  and  I  repeat  it  now  judgment,  and  foresight.  But  take  the 
—Did  the  Grovemment,  or  did  they  not,  third  course,  which  the  Grovernment 
know  of  the  disparity  between  the  defen- '  adopted.  They  instituted  and  prosecuted 
sive  strength  of  the  colonies  and  the  their  negotiations  with  those  whom  they 
military  resources  and  power  of  the  Boers  knew  to  he  a  touchy,  jealous,  susceptible, 
when  they  entered  into  the  negotiations  even,  if  you  like,  a  quarrelsome  peo|de, 
which  were  conducted  so  vigorously  last  because  they  had  formed  the  mad  expec- 
eummer  ?  If  they  knew  of  that  disparity  tation — I  cannot  call  it  other  than  mad, 
and  realised  it,  then  no  words  in  condem-  and  we  have  never  yet  ascertained  on 
nation  of  their  course  of  conduct  could  what  authority  they  formed  it — that  the 
be  too  strong.  Let  the  House  think  for  a  Boers  would  not  fight.  The  House  will 
moment  of  what  have  been  the  results —  see  that  here  surely  was  a  question  to 
apart  from  the  want  of  prudence  which  which  a  plain  answer  can  be  given, 
such  a  course  would  indicate.  We  see  Did  the  Grovemment  know,  or  did  they 
the  results  in  the  calamities  which  have  not  know,  of  the  disproportion  between 
befallen  us  in  Natal,  in  the  beleaguerment  these  two  strengths  1  How  do  we  stwid 
of  Ladysmith ;  we  see  them  in  the  altera-  with  regard  to  uiat  question  at  the  end  of 
tion  of  the  plan  of  campaign  and  in  the  the  debate  ?  The  leader  in  one  House 
deadlock  which  has  occurred  in  the  mili-  tells  us  that  the  Grovemment  knew  every- 
tary  operations  in  other  parts  of  South  thing.  The  leader  in  the  other  House 
Africa.  But  if  the  Government  were  asks  querulously,  "  How  on  earth  could 
informed,  and  formed  a  right  judgment  on  we  know  ?  "  In  onler  to  explain  his  lack 
the  information  they  received,  there  were  of  information,  he  makes  an  extraordinary 
tliree  things  which  they  might  have  done,  statement — that  it  is  due  to  the  action 
They  might  have  held  back  from  their  either  of  Parliament  or  of  the  Treasury  in 
negotiations  until  they  had  first  taken  cutting  down  the  Secret  Service  Vote, 
steps  to  increase  the  defensive  strength  of  Lack  of  secret  senice  money  is  alleged 
the  Colonies.  [Ministerial  cries  of  "Oh !"]  by  the  Prime  Minister  to  be  the  cause  of 
There  would  nave  been  some  delay,  ana  want  of  information  as  to  the  armaments 
the  thought  of  it  appears  to  shock  one  of  the  Boers.  The  House  will  he 
or  two  hon.  Members  on  the  other  side,  interested  to  know  what  the  amount  of 
But  can  you  say  that  a  delay  of  a  few  the  Secret  Service  Vote  is.    The  amount 
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voted  by  Parliament  for  the  yeara  1896,  ;  tunity  when  they  could  overthrow  the 
1S97,  and  1898  was  £90,000.    What  was  ,  British  power  over  them,  and  relieve 
the  amount  expended  during  that  period  i  themselves  of  their  dependence,  however 
by  the  Ch>vemment  at  the  head  of  which  |  nominal  it  may  have  been,  on  the  British 
is  this'  Premier  who  complains  of  the '  Crown.    We   most  hope  that  wiser 
deficiency  of  the  vote  t    It  was  only  i  heads  would  have  intervened  to  pre- 
£77,948,  leaving  an  actual  surplus  un- 1  vent  this  becoming  an  actual  outbreak, 
expended  of  £12,000.  We  have  evidently  j  It  is  a  formidable  fact  enough  in  itself, 
not  got  much  further  in  our  explanation  of  \  and  well  calculated,  as  we  may  quite  be- 
this  matter.    But  the  one  bit  of  terra  I  lieve,  to  cause  considerable  alarm  and 
finiM,  the  one  little  bit  of  solid  ground  anxiety.    But  let  me  point  out  this — that 
for  the  sole  of  pur  foot  which  we  have  ,  it  falls  far  short  of  what  is  alleged.  The 
obtained,  was  furnished  to  us  by  the  Under  i  deare,  even  if  it  took  a  warlike  form — a 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  who  in  the  j  desire  to  secure  complete  independence 
fntnkest  manner  told  ua  what  I  had  all  |  in  matters  of  that  sort — ia  widely  different 
along  expected  would  be  the  case,  that  i  from  the  general  conspiracy  of  which  we 
the  Intelligence  Department  was  fully  ;  have  heard — a  conspiracy    which,  as 
acquainted  with  all  the  armunents  and  i  aUeged,  was  nothing  short  of — nothing 
jveparations  of  the  Boers ;  and  he  gave  !  less  than — a  combination,  not  only  of  the 
Its  an  interesting  summary  of  the  items  of  Dutch  in  the  Republics,  but  of  the  Dutch 
infonnation  possessed  by  the  Department,  people  in  our  own  colonies,  to  overthrow 
But  the  hon.  Grentleman  failed,  as  he  the  British  power  in  South  Africa  and 
necessarily  must  fail  because  be  could  <  sweep  the  British  into  the  sea.  ^^^ly, 
have  no  knowledge  of  the  matter,  to  carry  i  Sir,  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a 
chat  information  higher,  and  to  tell  us  j  more  appalling  proceeding  than  that  if 
waether  it  had  lieen  cooununicated  to  and  i  there  were  any  solid  foundation  for  it.  I 
considered  by  the  Cabinet,  whose  policy  '  say  it  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  a 
it  was  calculated  to  influence.    Unless,  |  greater  insult  to  our  loyal  fellow  subjects 
therefore,  the    right    hon.    Gentleman '  among  the  Dutch.    Then  why  have  we 
gives  us    further    and   more  definite  i  not  had  a  word  of  explanation!    1  trust 
information,  we  are  not  now  in  a  position  some  explanation  will  be  forthcoming, 
to  say  that  the  Cabinet  knew  the  real ,  because  this  may  have  a  serious  effect, 
strength  they  were  provoking ;  and  we  ■  We  do  not  know  from  what  source  the 
cann'it,  on  the  other  hand,  say  that  they  information  comes  outside  official  sources, 
did  not  know.    But  this,  at  ail  events,  is  i  It  does  not  come,  we  are  told,  from  any 
clear — that  if  they  were  ignorant  it  was  i  one  in  Park  Lane,  and  it  does  not  come 
because    they   did   not   care,  or  did  from  Mr.  Rhodes ;  but  wherever  it  comes 
not  take    the  trouble    to  know,  and  |  from  we  should  like  to  know  who  told 
plunged   vrith    wanton    blindness  into  of  this  Pan-Hollandic  conspiracy.  The 
the  formidable  conflict  in  which  ihe  '  idea  of  its  existence  is  contradicted  by  the 
country  is  engaged.     On  one  other  point '  highest  authorities  to  whom   we  are 
we  remain  without  information.  Nothing  accustomed  to  look.    Sir  Alfred  Milner 
has  been  a  more  cogent  fact  in  influencing  !  in  a  despatch  of  June,  1897— <what  we 
the  opinions  of  men  in  favour  of  the  I  may  call  his  Jubilee  despatch  of  two  years 
policy  of  the  GrovernmeDt  than    the  <  ago— declared  that,  as  far  as  he  was 
assertion  of  the  existence  of  a  great  con-  able  to  judge,   these  racial  differences 
spiracy  against  our  power,  spreading  over  did    not    aftect   any    portion    of  the 
the  whole  of  South  Africa.     We  have  subjects  of  Her  Majesty ;  and  in  a  long 
waited,  and  we  wait  still,  to  hear,  I  will  article  in  JA^  Times,  which  came  from  The 
not  say  sufficient  evidence,  but  any  atom   Times  special  correspondent  at  Cape  Town, 
of  evidence  of  the  truth  of  this  assertion. ,  whom   I    believe  to  be   Mr.  Garrett 
I  must  express  my  own  belief  that  it  ia  ["  No  "] — well,  I  cannot  enter  into  that,  I 
an  absolute  invention  from  beginning  to  may   be  wrong — but  the  special  corrc- 
eud.   It  is  quite  intelligible  that  when  <  spondent  of  Tns  Times  at  Cape  Town, 
the  Boers  began  to  accumulate  muni-  under  the  date  of  December  27th — long 
tions  of  war,  and  saw  warlike  material  after  we  were  told  of  this  gigantic  con- 
increasing  in  their  hands,  the  wilder  ,  spiracy,  long  after  the  world  heard  of  it 
spirits  among  them  might  very  welt  — said  that  from  some  articles  which  ap- 
liegin  to  entertain  larger  ambitions,  and  pcared  in  the  English  papers  one  mi^ht 
dream  of  finding  some  suitable  oppor-  think  t^at  the  whole  Dutch  popidation 


Digitized  by 


811 


Address  in  Answer  to 


{COMMONS} 


the  Queen's  Speech.  812 


had  been  elaborately  oi^nised  for  re- 
1>ellion  and  a  great  couspiracy.    For  this 
view  the  correspondent  said  there  was  no 
evidence  whatever.    There  was  nothing 
to  implicate  the  party  as  a  whole  or  any 
of  its  leading  members  in  an  oiganised 
conspiracy  against  the  Impenal  Govern- 
ment.   That  was  the  statement  of  The 
Tirnes    correspondent    at  Cape  Town. 
Well,  Sir,  I  want  to  know  where  this  in- 
formation came  from  and  what  is  the 
evidence  which  has  convinced  the  Grovem- 
metit  of  this  conspiracy.    I  hail  with 
satisfaction  some  words  used  by  the 
Ccdonial  Secretary  last  night  with  refer- 
ence to  the  loyal  Dutch.   I  was  not 
astonished  to  hear  those  words  as  to  the 
loyal  Dutch  from  the  Colonial  Secretary. 
On  the  contrary,  I  think  they  were  well 
deserved   and  well  applied ;  but  I  am 
bound    to    observe    that  this  is  the 
ftret  recognition  which  these  much  tested 
and  faithful  subjects  of  the  Queen  have 
obtained.    It  is,  so  to  speak,  the  first 
counterpoise  to  that  unfortunate  despatch  ' 
of  the  High  Commissioner  which  ought 
never  to  have  been  sent.    The  hon.  i 
Gentleman  has  rebuked  me  for  having  1 
«>oken  of  the  claims  which  the  loyu  | 
Dutch  in  the  colonies  have  upon  our  { 
sympathy  and  consideration,  and  making  j 
no  mention  of  the  British  who  were  i 
aufifering  by  their  side.    I  have  equal  I 
sympathy  with  our  Dutch  and  British  i 
fellow-subjects.    ["Oh  !"  and  cheers.]    If  i 
I  have  not  dwelt,  except  in  a  lesser  | 
degree,  on  what  our  British  fellow-subjects  j 
are  enduring  it  is  for  two  reasons — lirst, 
because  they,    being  looked  after  by 
the    (Government    and   their  officers, 
do  not  require  the  adventitious  advocacy  ' 
of  anyone  like  myself ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  because,  after  all,  however  much  ' 
they  may  have  sulTered,  they  have  not  | 
lieen  subjected  to  the  strain  of  having  , 
their  own  near  relatives  amongst  those  . 
who  were  fighting  against  their  country,  \ 
and  therefore  harassed  and  torn  by  con- 
flicting sympathies  between  relatives  on  . 
one  side  and  their  duty  on  the  other.    I  \ 
cannot  but  think  that  these  words  of  the  ' 
Colonial  Secretary  may  indicate  a  small ' 
ray  of  light — that  the^  may  {ffove  to  be  j 
the  introduction  of  a  wiser  spirit  into  our  \ 
future  dealings  with  the  mixed  races  in  | 
South  Africa.    I  wonder  if  it  has  occurred  . 
to  any  hon.  Member,  as  it  has  to  me,  that ' 
a  striking  illustration  of  the  close  inter- , 
mixture  of  the  two  races  is  afforded  to  us 
by  the  very  names  with  which  within  the  , 
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last  few  weeks  we  have  become  conver- 
sant.   We  read  of  Glencoe  and  Dewdrop 
side  by  side  with  Spion  Kop  and  Elands- 
laagte.    Why,  the  veir  collocation  <A  the 
names  shows  the  equal  interests  and  the 
close  connection  of  the  two  races.  Let 
me  repeat  once  more  the  memorable 
words,  which  ought  to  be  again  and  again 
repeated,  and  which  ought  to  be  written 
i  up  in  front  of  the  table  at  which  the 
'  Colonial  Secretary — not    this  Colonial 
[  Secretary  only,  but  every  Colonial  Secre- 
I  tary — sits  and  discharges  his  ordinary 
!  daily  work,  the  words,  "  English  and 
Dutch  have  got  to  live  together  at  the 
Cape."   That  is  the  key  of  the  whole 
position.   This  war  must  be  prosecuted 
,  with  vigour,  and  the  vigour  must  not  be 
'  of  the  kind  which  is  actuated  by  despon- 
,  dency,  but  of  the  kind  which  is  actuated 
!  by  confidence  and  hope.    The  First  Lord 
of  the  Treasury  made  an  attempt — not  a 
successful  attempt,  and  I  think  not  alto- 
gether a  very  worthy  attempt — u>  beguile 
me  the  other  night  to  say  more  than  I 
wished  to  say,  and  to  give  my  conception 
of  what  the  military  end  ought  to  be. 
He  himself  knows  of  no  bounds  to  his 
military  ardour.    He  gives  us  to  under- 
stand that  he  will  hear  of  no  peace  and 
no  settlement  until  he  has  had  a  fall  glut 
of  conquest.    Well,  Sir,  I  agree  with  my 
noble  friend  who  moved  the  Amendment, 
that  such  a  declaration  by  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  was  an  unusual  declaration, 
and  not  a  very  wise  declaration.  Pro- 
vided that  our  territories  are  free  and 
our  military  superiority  asserted,  what 
matters  it  at  what  time  or  at  what  place 
a  settlement  is  arrived  at  1    What  -  does 
matter  is  the  nature  (A  the  settlement ; 
and,  as  r^ards  the  objects  to  be  in 
view  in  that  settlement  they  could  not  be 
better  laid  down  than  they  were  by  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  East 
Fife  to-day,  who  classed  them  imder  four 
heads.    He  said  that  the  settlement  must 
be  a  permanent  and  not  a  patched-up 
settlement.    He  said,  and  I  agree,  that  it 
must  efibctually  guard  against  any  armed 
invasion  or  quarrel  of  this  kind.  He 
said  it  must  provide  for  political  equality, 
and  he  said,  lastly,  that  it  most  guard 
against  racial  ascendency.     I  do  not 
know  four  heads  that  conlol  Iwtter  express 
a  wise  policy  in  this  matter.    But,  after 
all,  what  can  sound  diplmnacy,  what  can 
generous  and  equitable  consideratioos  do, 
in  face  of  the  bittor  feelings  and  memories 
which  will  be  left  behind  after  this  war 
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is  over?    The  Colonial   Seerot-iry  the 
other  day  aaid  he  thought  that,  after  this 
particular  war,  there  would  be  no  bitter 
memoriea  and  no  bitter  feelings.    But  a 
few  years  ago  he  spoke  of  the  enmities 
which  a  \rar  would  excite^  and  which  it 
would  take  generations  to  extinguish.  I 
f^r  that  fa^  earlier  forecast  was  more 
irpstworthy  than  his  later  nne.    The  1 
l;irf(c-lie.iMo<l  Biiri^  |)eo])le  will  Iw  ready  ! 
Ut  lio  :ill  that  funns,  arrangements,  and  ' 
settlements  and  constitutions  can  do  to  I 
liriiig  the  mixcti  races  together,  but  the  , 
eflicacy  of  all  these  must  <lepend  upon  the  ' 
9furit  in  which  they  ai-e  framed  and  ad- 1 
ministered.    I  vote  for  this  Amendment  i 
to-night  because  it  condemns  the  errors  \ 
and  milures  in  the  past  which,  if  renewed 
after  war  is  over,  must  inevitably  again 
tie  fatal  to  the  harmony  and  good  govern- 
ment  of  South  Africa. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUH :  It  is  the  duty 
that  falls  to  the  I..eader  of  the  House  on 
these  occasions  to  through  the  process 
of  what  is  called  winding  up  the  debate, 
and  binding  up  the  de1>ate  is  usually  sup- 
pc«ed  to  signify  a  survey  of  all  the  argu- 
ments, or  of  the  main  general  line  of 
arguments,  which  have  )>ecn  adopted  by 
the  various  Opposition  speakers  during 
the  course  of  the  debate,  and  on  attempt 
til  concentrate  agninnt  those  ai^imcnts 
the  reply  of  the  Uovernment  for  whom  the 
Minister  speaks.  If  that  be  the  duty  of  the 
Minister  who  has  to  sum  up  the  debate,  I 
onght  frankly  to  preface  the  ont  very  long 
ob^rvations  which  I  intend  to  adth'ess 
to  the  House  by  infohning  them  that 
it  is  a  duty  whiob  1  do  not  mean  on 
this  occasion  to  perform.  I  do  not  be- 
lieve it  w((uld  1*  possible  within  the  com- 
pass of  a  roai^onable  speech  to  traverse  the 
vast  fich)  of  rlisrrussion  deliberately  opened 
to  the  House  by  this  Amenilment ;  and,  if 
it  were  possible.  I  would  say  that  it 
would  )>c  inexpedient,  lliere  is  nothing 
connected  with  tSouth  Africa  between 
1H95  and  the  present  time— nay,  there 
is  nothing  )>etwecn  ISO.")  and  the  fntin-e 
settlement  of  the  South  African  problem 
just  msed  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 

which  has  not  Ijccn  touched  on,  indeed 
elalxirated,  by  one  speaker  or  another  in 
the  course  of  the  five  nights  debate  in 
which  we  have  been  engaged..  The  ri^ht 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for  West 
Monmouthshire  found  even  this  extended 
balder  insofflcient  for  his  gigaatio  activity, 
and  he  went  back~  to  1879,  1880,  and 
1881,  and  actually  asked  the  House  of 
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Commons,  called  together  in  the  face  of  an 
important  crisis,  and  at  the  time  of  a  great 
war,  to  consider  the  internal  polities  of 
the  Cabinet  of  which  he  was  a  member  in 
those  jwars. 

Sir  WILLIAM  HAECOURT :  I  was 
challenged  to  that  aourse  by  thfr  speecli 
of  the  Prime  Minister. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  Yes.  It  is  a 
peculiarity  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
that  he  always  insists  upon  answering 
speeches  made  in  the  House  to  which  ho 
docs  not  Ijeloag,-  rather  than  dealing  with 
speeches  made  in  the  House  of  which  he 
is  a  most  distinguished  ornament.  But 
even  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  admit 
that  for  me  to  attempt,  in  the  first  place, 
to  reconcile  his  version  of  what  happened 
in  1 88 1  with  the  versions  given  1^- 
other  members  of  the  same  Camnet^  and 
then  to  travel  slowly  down  the  stream  of 
time  until  I  get  to  1895,  work  through 
all  the  Hue-books  down  to  the  beginning 
of  the  war,  then  deal  with  the  war  and 
all  questions  raised  by  the  war,  and  then 
plunge  into  the  realms  of  prophecy,  like 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  would  be  a 
task  beyond  my  intellectual  powers 
and  the  powers  of  endurance  of  the 
House  whom  I  am  addressing.  But, 
if  I  do  not  propose  to  touch  on 
these  questions  even  in  the  most  dis- 
tant way,  I  may,  o  f'fiiiori,  be  forgiven  for 
dealing  with  a  very  small  uorsonaT  matter,  , 
which  I  should  scorn  to  allude  to  if  it  had 
not  been  brought  up  in  every  single 
speech  of  every  single  right  hon.  Gentje- 
man  who  has  spoken  from  the  Front 
Opposition  bench,  and  also  referred,  to  in 
Che  debates  in  anotjier  place  by  these 
right  hon.  Gentlemen's  colleagues  in  that 
House.  That  is  that  small,  and  I  think 
quite  unimiwrtant,  controversy  raised  by 
the  speech  which  I  made  not  very  long 
ago  in  Manchester.  I  do  not  raeoit  to 
occupy  the  House  with  a  defence  of  that 
speech.  Judging  from  the  debate,  there 
are  a  great  many  gentlemen  opposite 
who  would  still  learn  a  great  deal  as  to 
the  war  and  the  circumstances  which  led 
up  to  it  if  they  would  pcniso  what  I  have 
said  in  that  speech  in  an  impartial  spirit. 
[A  Liberal  Membrr  :  Have  you  read  it 
yet  ?]  Yes,  I  have  refreshed  my  memory 
in  regard  to  it.  But  in  any  case,  holding 
these  views,  the  Hqusc,  I  am  sure,  would 
feel  that  it  is  due  to  them  that  I  should 
not  spend  their  time  in  explanatipna,  and, 
I  will  add,  it  is  still  more  due  to  myaeU 
that  I  i^ould  not  ftpMid  their  tima  in 
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apologies.  I  leave  those  i-ulatively  unim- 
portant matters  to  ask  the  House,  now 
about  to  proceed  to  a  division — what  is 
the  object  of  the  Amendment,  what  is  the 
object  with  which  it  was  moved,  what  is 
the  object  iwhich  it  is  likely  to  attain  ? 
We  might  have  supposed;  from  the  course 
of  the  public  wmtfoversy,  which  took 
place  before  the  House  met,  that  there 
would  lie  nn  attack,  or  a  very  serious 
ciiticism,  upon  one  department  of  the 
Govcrnmont  at  all  ovonta — moan  the 
War  Of&eo.  There  has  lieen  no  such 
attack,  no  such  criticism.  The  noble 
Tiord  who  moved  the  Amendment  occupied 
a  great  deal  of  his  speech  in  defending 
the  War  Office.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  has  just  sat  down  in  a  few 
words  took  the  same  line  ;  and  had  there 
been  anybody  disposed  to  make  a  harsh 
or  unjust  criticism  of  Uiat  Department  in 
the  early  stages  of  the  debate,  I  am  sure 
that  desire  would  be  removed  by  the 
most  brilliant  defence  that  I  have  hoard 
in  my  time  of  that  Department,  made  by 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  on  Thursday 
Inst.  But,  in  truth,  I  think  the  House 
and  ooimtry  are  beginning  to  realise  that 
whatever  may  be  said  a1>out  the  conduct 
of  the  war — and  a  great  deal  may  be 
properly  said  about  it — the  fact  remains 
that  the  War  Office  is  not  open  to  the 
charge  which  there  is  always  the 
danger  that  the  War  Office  would  be  open 
to  aner  a  lon^  period  of  peace.  The  danger 
which  our  imhtaiy  machinery  runs,  a»er 
long  periods  of  peace,  is  that  the  War 
Minister  who  is  responsible  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  department  may  come  down 
year  after  year  and  tell  the  House  of 
Commons,  and  tell  the  country,  that  the 
War  Office  can  do  this  and  can  do  that, 
can  put  so  many  men  and  so  many  guns 
in  the  field,  and  then,  when  the  day  of 
trial  comes,  when  the  country  is  placed 
in  the  position  whidi  France  waa  placed 
in  ^ust  before  the  Franco-German  war,  or 
which  this  country  was  placed  in  just 
l>efore  the  Crimean  war,  it  may  be  found 
that  this  military  machine,  so,  successfully 
defended  session  after  session  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  in  general  delate, 
may,  after  all,  be  found  utterly  incap- 
able of  carrying  out  the  functions  which 
it  professed  to  be  able  to  cany  out. 
Whatever  charges  may  bo  mode  against 
the  conduct  of  this  war,  that  question 
will  have  to  be  thoroughly  examined.  It 
cannot  .be  :aBid.  that  professions  hara  been 
made  by  the  .  War  .  Office  during  the  hist 
five  j-ears  which  the  War  Office^  whmthe 
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time  of  trial  came,  were  fuuud  incapable 
of  fultUIing.  That,  in  my  judgment,  is 
great  praise.*  I  admit  it  is  asking  no  more 
of  the  War  Office  than  the  War  Office 
was  bound  to  do.  But  it  did  it ;  it  did 
it  in  overwhelming  measure ;  it  did  it, 
and  it  did  much  more  than  it  ever  pro- 
mised to  do — it  is  now  doing  much  more 
than  it  ever  pmniised  to  do,  and  it  is 
dniiig  it,  liraidly  spaiking,  without  a 
hitch,  without  <liflicult^',  and  without  fric- 
tion. I^et  us  give  pi-aise  whore  praise  is 
due.  The  doctrine  of  responsilnli^  was 
insisted  upon  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle* 
man.  I  admit  that  we  who  sit  on  this 
l)cnch,  who  had  nothing  to  do  directly 
with  the  administration  of  the  War  Office, 
are  yet  responsible  for  its  failure  and 
responsible  for  its  success.  But,  after  oil* 
I  think  the  House  will  admit  that,  speak- 
ing at  this  moment,  I  stand  sufficiently 
outside  the  details  of  that  administration 
to  be  able,  without  egotism,  to  praise  it ; 
and,  when  I  say  it  has  carried  out  those 
duties,  it  is  not  with  any  intention  of 
asking  praise  for  the  Government  as  a 
whole,  but  it  is  for  the  pui^tose  of  giving 
praise  where  praise  really  is  due — namely, 
to  those  responsible  for  War  Office 
organisation.  Well,  Sir,  I  leave  that ;  no 
serious  criticism  has  yet  been  mad^ 
though  I  daresay  it  will  be  made,  of  the 
W  ar  Office,  and  it  would  be  unpardonable 
of  me  to  spend  more  time  on  a  subject 
which  has  apparently  fallen  outside  the 
scope  (rf  this  Amendment.  Then,  Sir,  if 
this  Amendment  was  not  an  attack  upon 
the  War  Office,  on  whom  was  it  an  attack  I 
[An  Hon.  Mkmbkr  :  The  Government.] 
It  was  an  attack  on  the  Government? 
That  I  am  coming  to  directly.  I  have 
listened  to  the  speeches  night  after  night, 
and  gradually  the  conchision  has  Iweu 
impressed  on  my  mind  that  this  was  not 
an  attack  upmi  the  Govemment,  except 
in  form,  but  that  in  substance,  in  truth, 
and  in  reality,  it  was  an  attack  on  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Secretary  l^te 
for  the  Colonies.  It  was  not  the  conduct 
of  the  war,  it  was  not  the  foresight  or 
provision  of  the  Government  that  really 
interested  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite.  No ; 
whenever  a  speech  flagged  or  an  orator 
felt  he  was  not  holding  the  attention  of 
his  friends,  he  had  only  to  make  an  attack 
on  my  right  hon.  friend  and  immediately 
f ran  a  small  but  vocal  part  of  the  House 
a  heartv  response  was  obtained.  T  think 
my  rigiit.h<m.  friend  may  well  igaoK 
these  persistent  and  reiterated  attacks. 
He  may  remembei,  and-we  may  remem- 
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the  Forest  of  Dean  reproached  me  the 
other  night  because  some  remarks  of  mine 
had  been  in  a  party  and  controversial 
spirit. 

*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  :  On  the  ques- 
tion  of  artillery. 

Mk.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:   I  was  not 
aware  that  it  was  as  limited  as  that.  But 
I  grant  that  I  did  make  remarks  compar- 
ing the  late  Government  with  the  present 
in  their  capacity  for  dealing  with  military 
organisation  and  administration.  How 
could  I  help  it  ?   This  motion  is  to  sub- 
stitute gentlemen  opposite  for  us.  If 
this  motion  means  anything  it  niean»  that 
A  is  ti)  l)e  put  out  of  office  and  B  put  in, 
and  in  order  to  know  whether  the  motion 
is  to  1)0  eaii-ied  you  ought  to  know 
whether  A  or  B  is  the  more  qualified  to 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  country.  But 
I  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  wePt 
\  further.     He   staited   the   doctrine  uf 
,  Ministerial  responsibility — to  which  none 
of  ua  object.    We  do  nut  repudiate  any 
resjjonsibility  that  can  be  thrown  upon 
,  us.    We  are  responsible  for  all  that  has 
occiu'red  at  home  and  abi-oad^   But,  after 
all,  is  not  this  a  iiither  Ijarren  doctrine, 
'  when  the  problem  Ijefore  us  is  who  is  to 
J  carry  ou  the  government  of  the  coiuitry  1 
If  your  object  is  to  judge  the  Government, 
!  not  Hcconling  to  any  abstract  doctrine  of 
,  responsibility,    but    according    to  the 
doctrines  which   ought  to  regulate  the 
conduct  of  each  of   us  in  our  private 
life,  you  will  consider  what  the  Govern- 
ment knew  and  what  they  ought  to  have 
known  at  each  successive  stage  of  these 
negotiations    or  military  transactions ; 
j  you  will  put  yonrselv^  by  an  effort  of 
'  historical  imagination,  into  the  place  of 
the  Gorenimont  you  condemn.    If  you 
<  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  Govem- 
mcnt,  knowing  what  they  did,  took  the 
wrong  course,  or  that  they  ought  to  ha\  e 
known,  and  had  the  means  of  knowing, 
what  they  did   not  know,  you  wul 
justly   condemn  .  them.    But  to  judge 
by  what  happened  in  the  field  in  Novem- 
'  bor,  December,  or  January  is  to  apply 
principles  to  the  selection  of  a  Grovem- 
ment   which  you  would  not  apj^y  to 
the  selection  of  un  errand  Ixty.    But . 
Sir,  I  do  not  wish  to  defend  the  Goveni- 
,  ment.   I  do  not  thiilk  the  time  has  come 
to  do  it.    I  wish  really  to  ask  what  is 
the  course  ■which  each  member  of  the 
]  House  ought  in  conscience  to  ddopt  with 
regard  to  the  division  in  which  he  is  to 
Uike  jjart.    The  QltpQ^i9n^ja^\kc  a&  I 
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her,  that  it  is  during  his  term  of  office  as 
Colonial  Secretary  that  the  British 
Empire  as  a  whole  nas  first  shown  its  full 
and  corporate  consciousness  of  what  it  is 
and  what  its  destinies  arc.  I  admit  that 
be  alone  is  not  responsible  for  that  being 
done.  Others  have  worked  in  that  fertile 
vineyard,  other  architects  have  contri- 
buted to  build  that  stately  edifice  ;  but 
my  right  hon.  friend  may  siu'cly  justly 
boast— [As  Hon.  Member  :  He 
boast.] — that  it  was  during  his  term 
of  office,  and  in  no  small  degree  through 
his  great  administrative  abilities,  that 
that  dramatic  numtent  occurred  for  the 
first  time  in  our  history— [j\u  Hon. 
Member  :  Magersfoiitciu.! — when  every 
British  colony  joined  with  the  mother 
country  to  carry  out  a  great  Imperial 
campaign.  When  all  these  \Kiiy  and 
contemptible  charges  against  the  Govern- 
ment are  buried  in  the  oblivion  they  so 
well  desene,  his  name  will  be  for  over 
asDOciated  with  that  great  moment  in  our 
history.  [.Mr.  W.  Redmond  :  "  Great 
slaughter.^  I  fully  recognise  that  some 
more  worthy  purpose  was  intended  by 
the  Amendment  than  any  mere  attack  on 
an  individual  or  set  of  individuals.  What 
was  that  purpose  ?  I  listened  with 
astonishment  to  the  version  given  of  the 
Amendment  by  its  authors.  They  have 
told  Its,  over  and  over  agniu,  that  an 
Amendment  is  an  occasion  for  criticism. 
Kight  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  know 
that  our  proceedings  oiler  ample  oppor- 
tunity for  criticism  at  this  stage,  at  all 
events,  of  the  session,  without  mov  ing 
any  Amendment  of  this  kind.  We  could 
have  heard  the  elo<|uent  speeches  of  the 
right  hon.  Members  for  East  Fife  and  West 
Alonmouthshire,  or  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,  without 
any  Amendment  at  all  on  the  Queen's 
Speech,  which  affords  occasion  for  criticism 
not  intended  to  be  followed  by  a  vote  of 
censure.  That  was  the  natural  and  obvious 
course.  It  has  not  l>ecn  adopted;  butinstc^ul 
<rf  that  there  has  l>een  adopted  a  course 
which  makes  this  motion  not  onl^  an 
ordinary  vote  of  censure,  which  an  ordinary 
Amendment  to  the  Addrtsss  in  reply  to 
the  Queen's  Speech  is,  but  a  motion 
hrougbt  forward  with  all  the  pomp  and 
trappings  and  importance  which  can  be 
given  to  it  by  the  fact  that  it  is  moved 
on  the  Queen's  Speech  by  a  member  of 
the  Front  Opposition  bench.  Why  was 
that  done  I  And  are  we  responsible  for 
the  importation  of  party  politics  into  the 
4^bate  l    The  right  huii.  Member  for 
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I'lii)  make  out,  arc  divided  ill  matter  '  caiiiiut  expect  from  the  furtunc  of  war 
of  tho  war  into  three  i|liito  separate  :  tliey  may  expect  from  party  divitiions  and 
cumps,  There  are  those  who  think  the  the  party  system  of  this  country.  I  do 
war  ia  unjust  and  inexpedient,  and  there-  '  hot  imagine  fur  a  moment  that  there  is 
fore  ought  no  Ibnger  tq  bo  pros^uted,  any  Boer  leader  of  importance  who 
aiid-  that  peace  should  be  as  hastily  as  supposes  that  if  the  duel  between  the  two 
possible  patched  up.  That  is  one  section  nations  \a  indefinitely  prolonged  success 
of  bpinioii}  and  I  know  what  gentlemen  in  the  long  run  can  rest  with  them. 
m«bn'  who  say  that ;  I  think  I  can  gauge  What  is  it  that  tht^'  look  forward  to  t 
their  motivea ;  at  all  events,  I  think  1  j  Mft.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  <Cbi^ 
understand  '  their    polic}^.    A    second  £.) :  God. 

ilivision  into  which  I  will  venture  to'     Mit.  A.  J.  BjVLFOUR :  They havetfaeir 
divide  the  Op|>osition   is,   those  who  hopes  in  the  flrst  place  in  the  possibility 
regard  the  war  as   unjust    and    the  of  some  foreign  complication  embarrassing 
diplomacy  that  letl  to  it  as  extremely  \  to  this  country,  and,  in  the  second  place, 
blutidering,  and  who,  nevertheless,  think  ;  that  this  country,  distracted  by  internal 
that    the    war  should        prosecuted.  '  dissension  and  wearied  by  the  cort  and 
I  haA'e  great  difficulty  in  understanding  sacrihcc^  of  a  long  war,  may  agree  to  a 
that  point  of  ^  iew,  and  I  fear  those  who  dishonourable  and  insecure  peace.  Now, 
take  it  are  m  little  clear  in  their  own  ;  it  seems  to  me,  that  is  an  answer  to  my 
miuds  on  this  topic  that  no  aigumeut  I '  first  question.    My  second  question  was, 
can  use  is  likely  to  hare  much  effect  upmi  vbat  can  the  House  of  Commons  do  to 
them.   But  there  is  a  third  class  among  help  our  arms  under  these  circumstance?  ? 
the  ranks  of  the  Opposition  who  think^ ;  The  House  of  Commons  cannot  do  much, 
aa  we  think,  that  the  war  is  just,  who '  but  this  it  can  do.    It  can  show  that 
think,  as  wo  think,  that  it  shouH  be  .  behind  our  soldiers  in  the  field  there  is  a 
prosecuted,  but  wjiu,  novertholcss,  intend  unitwl  and  undivided  countrj-.  There 
to  vote  for  this  Aniondnicnt.  Now,  1  con-  have  been  nian;»'  speeches  from  that  side 
fctw  I  iini  irtterly  unable  tn  understand  i  of  tho  Uouso  with  almost  every  word  of 
how  hon.  and  right  hoii.  Uontlemen  can  which  I  am  in  complete  agreement — I  am 
by  any  conceivable  process  of  logic  xiiake  '  in  complete  agreement,  for  instanov,  with 
their  opinion  hai-moniso  with  the  course  ,  the  speech  of  great  abiUty  of  the  hon.  mid 
they  are  going  to  pursue.   Let  me  assure  learned  Member  for  South  ShioMs,  the 
them  I  do  not  attack  their  motives.   The  speech  of  the  hon.  Baronet  the  Member 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  for  the  Berwick  Di^*ision— though  a  good 
down,  the  right  hon.  Member  for  East  Fife,  deal    of   t^at    speech    was  occupied 
and  the  hon.  Momber  for  Leith  Burghs,  i  in  abuse  of  myself — and,  in  the  main 
who  spoke  earlier  in  tho  evening,  seem  to  j  outline,   with   the  speeches    from  the 
think  that  we  aocuse  them  of  some  sinister  <  two    &Ieni)>oni    for   Fife,    and  other 
transaction,  some  curious  design  by  which  j  speeches  which  will  be  in  the  reooUection 
they  may  obtain  a  party  advantage  which  of  tho  House.   Those  speeches  were  so 
it  is  difficult  to  understand.    I  honestly  good  that  on  an  ordinaiy  occasion  I  would 
avow  I  do  not  believe  they  are  animated  j  gladly  say,  "  Give  me  your  speech  and 
by  any  motive  other  than  the  public  good.  '  vote  as  you  like   ;  but  I  cannot  say  so  on 
We  profess  no  monopoly  of  patriotism !  an  oocaaon  like  this,  beoaose,  after  all, 
and  public  spirit,  and,  as  we  ask  the  these  speeches  will  not  penetrate  beyond 
House  to  believe  that  we  are  not  moved  that  oomparatively  narrow  circle  who 
by  party  motives ;  so  I  am  ready  to  give  '  take  interest  in  the  details  of  our  Parlia- 
theso  gentlemen  the  greatest  credit  for  mentary  life,  but  tho  record  of  votes  will 
iKjing  animated  by  princijilos  of  action  '  go  forth  far  and  wide,  and  these  voi«M 
not  less  elevated  thjiri  thmc  which  we  \  will  be  held  as  indicating  tho  jwlicy  of 
claim  for  ourstilve«.    But  is  it  a  wise  and,  \  tliosc  who  gi\  o  thoni  towai-ds  the  war. 
in  result,  o  patriotic  course  they  moan  to  Be  it  as  yon  like,  no  subtlctv  of  argument 
jmrsue  1   What  is  it  at  this  moment  that  I  can  get  o^■er  the  fact  that  a  {Parliamentary 
the  ceunlry  ha^j  to  fear  ?   AVhat  is  it  at !  victory  which  would  destroy  this  Goyern* 
this  moment  that  the  House  of  Commons  ment  would  destroy  the  policy  of  which 
can  do  for  the .  couiilry  1    What  the  those  right  hon.  QenUemen  and  hon, ' 
country  has  to  fear  is  that  foreign  Gentlemen  have  made  tbemselree  such 
nations  and  Transvaal  politicians  may  brilliant  and  courageous  advofeates  in  this 
think  that  in  our  division  is  to  be  foimd  House.    If  they  say,  as  I  dai-esay  they  da 
their  opportunity,  and  that  that  which  they  say,  "Wc  are  .5gtg,vbeg4«M!  wq 
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kuow  that  uur  vutus  will  not  turn  out  the 
iiovemmcnt,"  that  is  eomethine  very  like 
—as  I  think  my  hon.  and  gal&nt  friend 
said  earlier  in  the  cvening—a  Parlia- 
mentary fraud,  if  I  may  use  that  word 
with  n.o  unkind  significance  towards  any 
individual  Kvery  man  iu  this  House 
«'hen  he  gives  a  vote,  ought  to  wish  that 
that  vote  should  lead  to  the  conclusion  to 
which  it  iwiiita ;  and  I  cannot  believe 
that  those  who  have  spoken  in  the  sense 
which  I  ha^'e  indicated  would  regard 
otherwise  than  ivith  ubsoluto  horror  a 
Tictory  for  themselves  in  the  lobby  into 
which  1  undei^nd  they  are  about  to  go. 
A\'ell,  I  do  not  think  that  is  sound  Parfia- 
mentary  morality  or  souml  Parliamentary 
Uictics,  but  I  dai'e  say  many  of  us  have  in 
oiu-  time  given  votuH  which  we  should  be 
very  sorry  to  see  called  into  action,  and 
I  do  not  witih  to  play  the  moralist  on  this 
occasion  or  to  preach  any  inipoasible 
standard  of  Parliamentary  action.  I  n  ould 
appeal  more  directly  to  the  patriotism  of 
these  gentlemen ;  I  would  venture  to 
[loint  out  to  them  that  e^'en  if  they  do 
not  defeat  the  Government — and  I  do  not 
affect  to  suppose  that  they  will—every 
aljstraction  from  the  Government  lobby 
of  the  votes  of  men  who  agree  with  the 
Govemmeut  in  the  main  policy  is  really  a 
weakening  of  the  forces  of  their  country 
in  the  ^eld.  Every  such  vote  tends,  and 
must  tend,  to  prolong  this  contest.  Can 
diey  contemplate  with  equanimity  that 
their  very  first  action  in  the  session  of 
Parliament  meeting  in  the  circumstances 
ill  which  we  meet  should  be  to  weaken  a 
Government  whose  hands  they  profess  to 
desire  to  strengthen,  whose  hands  I  l>e- 
liere  they  genuinely  desire  to  strengthen, 
ia  cveiy  succeeding  operation  connected 
with  this  war  1  t^ey  coutempl^ 

with  equanimity  the  reflection  that 
possibly  their  vote  may  lengthen  the  war, 
and,  by  lengthening  the  war,  may  in- 
crease that  tragic  list  of  losses  by  the  war 
which  we  already  have  to  contemplate  ? 
H,  in  giving  their  vote,  they  add  one  frac- 
tion to  the  chances  of  a  European  com- 
plication, one  fraction  to  the  chances 
that  an  unnecessary  life  may  be  \mi  or  ji 
family  thrown  into  mourning  who  in 
different  circnmstances  mi^ht  have  looked 
h«ck  without  regi-ct  on  this  war,  can  they 
pssily  reconcile  that  with  their  duty  to 
their  own  principles  and  to  that  country 
(rf  which  thfey  are,  I  believe,  as  devoted 
MTvantii  as  we  are  upon  this  side  of  the 
House  ?  Well,  1  think  not.  I  think  it  is 
a  violation  of  every  Parliamentary  tradi- 


tion that  men  who  desire  to  keep  a 
Government  in  office  should  vote  for  an 
Amendment  which,  if  carried,  would  turn 
out  that  Government,  and  that  it  is  con- 
trary to  every  patriotic  instinct  to  vote 
even  in  a  minority  against  the  Govern- 
ment when  the  size  of  that  minority 
may  affect  the  whole  course  of  European 
policy,  the  whole  course  of  the  ^uth 
African  war.  I  have  stated  the  problem 
as  it  presents  itself  to  my  mind  ;  I  know 
them  to  be  men  of  conscience  and  men 
of  honour,  and  I  mu.st  leave  it  to  them  to 
decide  the  problem,  each  man  as  bis 
own  conscience  and  honour  dictate.  Btit 
to  the  House  at  large  I  can  only  make 
one  appeal  in  conclusion ;  it  is  that  wc 
who  are  the  representatives  of  the  coun- 
try may  rise  to  the  height  reached  by 
those  whom  we  represent.  I  ask  no  more, 
and  I  can  ask  no  more  of  this  House 
than  that  they  should  imitate  —  for 
they  cannot  exceed — the  courage,  the 
steadfastness,  the  resoliUion,  the  firm- 
ness under  adversity,  the  calmness  of 
temper  with  which  our  coinitryraen  all 
over  the  world  have  dealt  with  thedifficidt 
situation  in  which  wo  find  ourselves.  If  the 
House  of  Conmions,  as  I  doubt  not  they 
will,  imitate  the  conduct  of  those  who 
have  sent  them  here,  then,  Sir,  who  can 
doubt  that  the  clouds  b^  which  we 
are  at  present  suiTOunded  will  in  a  short 
time  be  dissipated,  and  that  the  Empire 
will  issue  from  the  struggle  in  which  it  is 
now  engaged  stronger  not  only  in  its 
OAvn  consciousness  of  strength  but  in  the 
eyos  of  the  civilised  world  ? 

.Mr.  HAKWOOD  (Bolton) :  I  liso  to 
make  an  ajmeal  to  the  noble  Lord  who 
moved  this  Amendment  to  save  the  House 
from  a  division.   I  make  this  plea — with 
great  trepidation  and  hesitation — only 
because  I  feel  that  such  a  course  is  most 
in  harmony  with  the  true  dignity'  of  the 
,  House  of  Commons.    It  is  not  that  I  fear 
i  a  party  defeat— I  am  too  used  to  them — 
[  Imt  T  would  appeal  to  hon.  Members 
in  this  crisis  of  oiu-  history  to  rise  abo'v  e 
tmnipery   jiarty  considerations,  and  fol* 
low  a  course  most  consistent  with  the 
traditions  and  glory  of  the  House  of 
\  Commons.    It  is  not  thai  I  condenm  Uiis 
Amendment  iu  itselt     I  think  most 
I  Members  of  the  Houee  would  agree  with 
it  as  ah  abstract  proposition.    Ithink  \t 
is  "true  that  there  never  was  a  war  since 
the    Ivorman  Conquest  in  which  the 
Government  did  not  show  some  want  of 
foresight  and  judgmentu^^cP^^nie-kt'k/^lC 
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prei>ai'ation.  Nor  do  1  disjigruc  with  our 
having  had  this  discusuion.  But  I  would 
plead  with  the  noblo  Lord  and  his  friends 
that  at  u  time  liko  this  we  should  think 
of  something  higher  than  ordinary  partv 
considerationK.  I  plead  on  two  xrounds. 
In  the  first  place,  in  a  crisis  of  this  kind 
thero  are  only  two  courses  open  to  us ; 
we  ought  either  to  knock  down  the 
Government  or  back  it  up ;  we  have  no 
hope  or  desire  of  being  able  to  knock 
down  the  Government,  therefore  I  say  it 
is  our  duty  to  back  it  up.  In  the 
second  place,  I  plead  with  the  House 
to  consider  tlie  effect  of  this  motion, 
not  in  this  House  itself,  nor  in 
England  where  we  understand  these 
matters,  but  throughout  the  world.  I  am 
quite  sure  that  not  only  will  foreigners 
misjudge  us  but  that  the  Boers  will 
misjudge  us  also.  We  hare  (dl  read  of 
the  glory  of  Parliment,  and  I  hope  the 
House  of  Commons  will  now  rise  to  the 
greatness  of  that  glory  and  show^  that  at  a 
time  like  this  they  are  able  to  present  a 
united  front  to  the  world. 

Mr.  C.  E.  SHAAV  (Steffoni) ;  I  rise  to 
lecond  the  appeal  which  has  just  been 
made  to  tfao>  noole  Lord  to  withdraw  his 
Amendment  even  at  this  late  hour.  It 
places  many  of  us  on  this  side  of  the 
Hoiue  in  a  very  invidious  position,  and 
no  Members  could  be  placed  in  a  more 
invidious  position  than  the  fifteen  who 
had  the  courage  of  their  convictions  and 
voted  with  the  Grovernment  in  October 
last.  I  had  h«ped  against  hope,  day 
after  day,  tJiat  this  Amendment  would  m 
withdrawn,  and  even  op  to  ten  o'clock 
this  evening  there  was  a  strong  movement 
on  this  side  of  the  House  to  have  it  with- 
drawn. The  Amendment  is  divided  into 
two  parts.   With  r^rd  to  the  first  partj 


which  distinctly  states  that  the  war  is 
unjust  and  unnecessary,  all  1  can  say  is 
that  my  vote  in  October  last  has  cleared 
me  of  that  charge.  I  believe  this  war  is 
just  and  necessary.  With  regard  to  the 
second  part  I  am  very  largehr  in  agree- 
ment with  it.  I  think  that  the  Govern- 
ment have  not  gone  far  enoiu^  and  I 
stated  in  June  last  and  again  in  September 
that  they  ought  to  safeguard  the  position 
by  pouring  troops  into  South  Africa. 
The  speeches  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Doi  er  and  the  Colonial  Secretaiy  will 
enable  me  to  support  the  Government 
to-night.  The  country  has  been  asking  for 
a  lead  in  tliis  matter ;  they  have  been 
asking  for  something  sttong  from  the 
front  bench,  and  I  ventui  e  to  say  that  in 
those  two  speeches  they  have  got  a  voy 
definite  lead.  I  may  h«  asked  why,  if  I 
cannot  vote  for  the  Amendment  I  do  not 
abstain.  I  am  not  sent  to  this  Honse  to 
abstain.  I  certainly  should  not  feel  my- 
self at  resi  if  I  found  myself  in  the  same 
lobby  as  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Montrose  or  the  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
Dumfries.  I  am  sorry  to  part  company 
with  the  hun.  Baronet  the  Member  for 
the  Berwick  Division  and  thoee  who  think 
with  him,  but  I  think  my  action  is  more 
consistent.  I  for  on^  am  not  deaf  to  the 
appeal  made  by  the  Leader  <rf  the  Hoom  : 
I  want  this  House  to  present  a  unitoil 
front  to  the  world,  and  I  have  never 
given  a  vote  in  this  House  with  greater 
pleasure  and  with  greater  detwmination 
than  the  vote  I  shall  give  in  support  of 
the  Government  to-night. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided :  —  Ayes,  139 ; 
Noes,  353.   (Division  List  No.  3.) 


Abraham,  Wilbuiii  (Ulioiitlilu) 
Allan,  William  (tiateohead) 
AMhtwi,  Thomni)  (iair 
vVaiiuifch.Rt.  Hon.  H.  ilmiry 
Athcrlcy-'loiio*.  L. 
AuRtin,  Sir  .loliii  (VorkHtiire) 
Itaker,  Hir  John 
Barlow,  •lolni  Kiiiiiiotl 
Bayl^,  TlMmiiio  (Dcrbyttliirc) 
1tt»iunoii(,  Weiilwiirth  ('.  It. 
Hiltaon,  Alfred 
BoltuD,  Tlioiiioh  Hulling 
Broadbnrdt/Ueary 
Bnumer,  Sir  John  TomlinBoa 
Bryce,  Bt.  Hon.  James 
BncbuiaD,  Thomoffl^hiuii 
Borne,  John 
But,  Thomas 
BastoD,  Sydney  Charlos 

Jfr.  Sartcood. 


AYES. 

(.'aldwell,  Joiues 

Cameron,  Kir  (lias.  <(tliisgow) 

Cameron,  Robert  (DurfaHni) 

i'umjttiall-ltiumeriiian,  Sir  M. 

('Hiistoii,  Itk-banl  Kiiisiit 

Chnouini;;,  Fntiicis  Albtton 

Clurk,  l>r.<J.ll.(<'aitlmcHH->di.) 

Culvillu  .loliti 

DiiUicI,  •lanie.s  Ilcniy 

l)avius,M.  Viiiif;iiiin-l<  'unliguii 

DcWHr,  Arthur 

Dilkc,  Ht.  Hon.  Sir  rbHrk-.s 

Ddwardt,  Owen  Morgan 

EUie,  Jobs  Edward 

Emmott,  Alfred 

Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan 

FarquhanoQ,  Dr.  Bobert 

Fenwiek.  Cbaxlea 

Fergoeon,  It.  C.  Mvnro  (Leith) 


FitzDMurii-e,  l<ord  tZdmoad 
Foster,  Sir  Walter  (Derlnr  Co. ) 
Fowler,  Kt.  Hon.  Hir  Roniy 
Coddard,  Uaniel  Ford 
i  inW,  diaries 
(Jourley,  Sir  E.  Tcmiicrlfy 
lirey,  Hir  Kdw.  (Berwick)' 
tiunloii.  Sir  William  BrauiphNi 
Halilane,  Bidiard  Bunion 
Harcourt,  Rt.  Hun.  Sir  Wm, 
Ilarwood,  Gcoige 
Hayoe,Kt.  Hon.  Charlepiicale- 
Uazell.  Walter 
Hedderwickj  Thomas  C.  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.BoD.Charlfl*  H. 
ITormman,  Frederick  John 
HunphrdjB-Owen,  Axtlrar  C 
Hutton,  A.  E.  (Morier) 
^^^e^jfTofsvmnii^mx  E. 


ftW      Jfhtrmin  An.m-pr  h       {6  Frbi^uary  IflOO}      Ihe  Qumi' a  Speech. 

Jwicej,  Sir  Juiiich 
Jones,  D.  Bryotnor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wiu.  (CaniarvoDshire) 
Ka.y-ShnUlflworih,RtHDSirU 
Kintoch,SirJohnGeo^BSinyth 
KitsoD,  Sir  James 
LaboQehere,  Henry 
Lai^ley,  Battr 
Lawaon,  Sir  Wilfrid  {CamVrnd 
LeeHe,Si  r Joseph  F.  (Aeeringttni 
I-eoR,  Sir  John 
MwiH,  John  IleiliPrl 
Lloyd -(itwrge.  l>avitl 


Ijoiigh,  Thoiiuui 
Lyell,  Si 


— ,  Sir  J^nard 
^l'Clae,  George 
M'Ewan,  Wiluam 
U'Kenna,  Kef;inal(l 
M'l^end,  John 
Maddiflon,  Fred. 
)feiidl,  Hiinsmand  Ferdinand 
Honta£D.8iT.S.  <Whitechapel) 
Horsan,  J .  LIoyd(CarniartheD) 
Mouey,  Charlee  (Breoonshire) 
Morle7,RtHon  John(Montrose 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
Nnssev,  Thomas  WUlans 
Oldroyd,  Mark 

Palmer,GeorReWm.(Reading) 


Acland-Hood,Cnpt.  SirAlex.  K 
Ainl,  John 

AUbutien,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
AllM}p{x,  Hon.  George 
Ahhod,  Sir  William  Keynel) 
Aichdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfrad 
Araold-Fonter,  Hugh  U. 
Arrol,  i^r  William 
Atkinton,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
Uaile^-,  James  (Walvortb) 
BniUie,  Jamefi£.B.(lnvemeHa) 
Uainl,  John  George  Alexiuider 
RileaneH,  Lord 
llaldvtD,  AHre.1 
BaUonr.KL  Hn.  A..I.(  Manrh'r) 
Bnabary,  Fretlerick  (ieorge 
Itanes,  Major  George  t-Ulward 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
lIan)',Rt  HnA  HSmitli- ( Hunts 
Barry.SirFranciflT.  (Windsor) 
BsrtJey,  Geo^  G.  T. 
Batbnrst,  H(»).  Allen  Benjamin 
}leach,Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H.  (Bristol 
BeKb,Rt.HnW.W.B.  (Hants. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
B^,  Ferdinand  FaithfaU 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bhcnrni^gree,  Sir  M.  M. 
ItiddalphTMiohael 
Big^^'ood,  James 
Bill,  ('liarle!« 

KInkiflton- Houston,  .lobn 
mnmlell.  Colonel  Henry 
BoHlho^  Thomas  Beilford 
Bond.  Edward 
Bmisot,  Henr>'  Cosmo  Onne 
Bontnois,  Edmund 
Bowlea,Capt.  H.  F.(Middle«ex) 
Bowles,T.GilMon  (King'sLynn 
Bnasey,  Albert 
Biodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  $t.  John 
foookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Bmner,  VTilliam  Enieat 
BBUaodi  Sir  Hwxy 


Fearsou,  Sir  Weelumn  D. 
Peaac,  Alfred  E.  (Cleveland) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Norbhmb.) 
Pease,  SirJoeeph  W.(Darham) 
Perks,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Price,  Robert  John 
Priestley,  Bri^  (Yorks.) 
Randell,  Davm 
Hefkilt,  Harold  Jame'^ 
Jtftid,  Sir  Jitibert  ThrKshie , 
Uii-kell,  .t.  Ctiiiijit'Uii 
Itoberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifiun) 
RobertN  John  H.  (Denliigbs.) 
Roliertmn,  F^mund  (Dundee) 
Robnon,  William  Knowdon 
Kuncinian,  NN'alter 
Snmnel,  J.  (Stockton-nn  Tees) 
Schwann,  ( 'harles  K. 
Scott,  Cfaas.  I'retttwich  (Leigh) 
Shaw,  Tbonuut  (Hawick  B.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Smith,  Kanmel  (Flint) 
Hoames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Souttar,  Robinson 
Spioer,  Albert 

Steaduian,  William  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 

NOES. 

Butcher,  John  George 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
(Wlile,  Willuim  W^ter 
C'arson,  Rt.  Hon.  K<lward 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanrs.) 
Cavendish.  V.C.W.(Derby(*.) 
Cayzer,  Sir  Charles  William 
Cecil,  Lonl  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  V*. 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hn.J.(Hirm.) 
Chamberlain,  .1.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Cliaplin,  lU.  Hon.  Henry 
Cliarrington,  Spenoer 
Chelsea,  ViBCOunt 
Clare,  Octavius  I^lgh 
CUrke,  SirEdward( Plymouth) 
<  'lough,  A\'alter  Owen 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Hnrrj- 
CoIlipgH,  Rt.  Hon.  .letwe 
Culomb,  Sir  John  Chs.  Ready 
Colftton,  Charles  E.  H.  Atbole 
Cook,  F.  Lucas  (liambetli) 
Cooke,  C.  W.  R.  (HerefortI) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(  Glasgow) 
Com  wall  iisFiennesStanleyW, 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  InvinEdward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
( "ross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cro»«,  II.  Sliepheni  (Bolton) 
Cnbitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Cnrzon,  Viscount 
Dalbiac,  Colonel  Philip  Hugh 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charle:* 
Davien,  Sir  II.  D.  Chatham) 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  Wing5eld< 
Dismeli,  Coningaby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hart  land,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Dorington,  Sir  Jotm  Edward 


Stuart,  Jtts.  (Shoreditcb) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  A.  (Carmarthen,  E.) 
Thomas,  Alfred(G  lamoivui,E. ) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Phiups 
Ure,  Alexander 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  J.  Lawdon  (Leede,  S.) 
Walton,  J.  (Bamaley) 
Warner,  T.  Courtenay  T. 
Wa-»on,  Eugene 
Wedderbum,  Sir  Williaiu 
W'i-AT,  JiLiiie.'*  Giilloway 
^\'hiteley,  Geo.  (Stock\»ort) 
Wliittaker,  Thomas  Palmer 
Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts) 
WilU,  Sir  William  Henry 
Wilson,  Fr«dk.  W.  (Norfolk) 
Wibwn.  If.  J.  (Yorks,  W.R.) 
Wil.wn,  J.  (Durham,  Mid.) 
\ViiHOD,  John  (Govau) 
Woodlioase,SirJT(Hadd'rsfld) 
Woods,  Samne! 
Yoxalli  Jarnea  Henry 

Tbllkbs  for  the  Aves— 
Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone 
awl  Mr.  MrArtlmr. 


Doughty,  George 
Dooghui,Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DouglaK- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
DoxfonI,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  SiriWm.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
FergnHson,Rl.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Easthoame) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Koliert  Hannat  j-ne 
Firbniik,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fiaon,  Frederick  William 
FitJi  Wygraiu,  (General  Sir  F. 
I'Mannery,  Sir  Fortesone 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Folkestone,  Viscount 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaater) 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Fry,  Liewis 

Galloway.  William  Johnson 
Gar&t.  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbons,  J.  Lloyd 
i:ibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofIxm) 
Gibbs,  Hon.  Vicar)-  (St.Alban») 
Giles,  CharlcH  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
CtodsoB,  ^  Augustus  l-^redk. 
Goldaworthy,  Hajor-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  J.  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goscben,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St  Gei/i 
Goulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wedneabory) 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 

»"^J<ftt.edbyG00gle 


Aihhm  in  A  nmn  lo 


{COMMONft} 


r.rovUle,  Hon.  RoiiaM 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
GuDter,  Colonel 
Guthrie,  Walter  Marray 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Halaey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  Geo. 
Hanbnry.Rt.  Hon.  Robert  Wm. 
HanaoD,  Sir  Re^nald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
HnHlett,  Sir  ■lames  Homnr 
Heatli,  Jain&-4 
Heaton,  Jolin  Henniker 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 


Lvtteltoii,  11. Ml.  Alfr-'il 
Afaoartney,  W.  ii.  Ellison 
Maodona,  John  Cnmratng 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  J.  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liverpool) 
M'CalmoQt,  CoL  J.  (Antrim,E. 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinburgh,  W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edward  W.  .1. 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blnmlell 
MiirkN,  Henry  Hnnanel 
.Martin,  Uichard  lliddnliiti 
Maasey  •Mainwaring.Hn.  W.  F. 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 


Hermon -Hodge,  RoM.  Trotter  ;  Mellor,  Col.  (Lanoishire 


Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,Rt.Hn.A.SUveleylStaff3) 
Km,  Sir  E,  Stock  (Brwtol) 
Hoare,  E.  Brodie  {Hampstead) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Normch) 
HoUiouse,  Henrv 
Hornby,  Sir  Wifliam  Henry 
Houldsn-orth,  *ir  Wiu.  Beuty 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Jofieph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth.  Sir  Henry  Hovle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  Henry  C. 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
HudsoD,  <?eorge  Bicker«teth 
Hughes,  Colonel  Edtt"in 
Hatchinwin,  Capt  O.  W,  (irice- 
Hutton,  J.  (Yorlic.N.R.) 
Jaokson,  lit.  Hn.  W.  Lawies 
Jebb,  Ricltard  Claverhouse 
JeffreyH,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jenkinit,  Sir  J.  Jones 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  Wni.  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (8u»sex) 
KeiuiawaT,  Rc  Hon.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  Wilnam 
Kimber,  Henrj- 
Knonlej,  Lees 
i^fone,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut  -General 
Ijawrence,SirE.I)«ming(Com 
l^wren<>e,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  J.  (irant  (Vurks.) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
I*cky,  Itt.  Hon.  Wm.  fi.  H. 
Leett,  Sir  K.  (Birkenhead) 
I^eigh-Bennett,  H.  Curria 
Leiglitou,  Stanley 
Llewellyn,SirDilIwyn- (Swans. 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.(Sonier»et) 
Twkwood,  Lt.-Col.  \.  li. 
Luder,  Gerald  W.  Erskine 
Ixing,  Col.  C.  W.  (Evenhain) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool 
Lopes,  H.  Yarde  Bullar 
Ixirae,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  WUliani 
Lowles,  John 

Lowther,Rt.Hon.Jame8(Kent) 
Lowther.RtHnJW(€nmVland 
Loyd»  Archie  Kirkman 
Lacas-Shadwell,  William 


Melville,  Beresford  \'alentine 
Meysey-Thompson,  Sir  H.  M. 
Middlen.ore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  J. 
Mildmav,  Franns  Bingham 
Milwara,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montaeii.  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hantx.) 
Moon,  Efiw.  Roljert  Paoy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Rt.  J.  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  Hn.  F.  (.Monrn'thsh. 
Morrell,  Georfre  Herbert 
MoniHon,  Walter 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Monnt,  William  George 
Muncz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  Ht.  Hn.  A.  G.  (But«) 
Murray.  Chae.  J.  ((,'oventry) 
Murray,  <  ^ol.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myen».  William  Henry 
Newdignte,  Fms.  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  (jrahum 
Nipol,  Donalil  Ninian 
O  \eill,  Hon.  R.  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Cliarles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  H.  Pike  (Darlington) 
Penn,  Jolm 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Hobert 
Pilkmgton,  R.  (Lanv.  Newton) 
Piatt -Higgins,  Freilerick 
I'lunketl.Rt.  Hon.  H.  Ciirzon 
PoIl.K-k,  Harry  Fralk. 
I'owell,  Sir  Fmncis  Sharp 
Pretyiniiii,  Enient  George 
Pryoe-Jnnes,  Lt.-Col.  Edw. 
Pnrvijs  Roliert 
Pyiii,  C.  Guy 
QnilUr,  Sir  Cuthlwrt 
Itankin,  Sir  James 
Itasch,  Major  Fre<ierif  Cnrne 
KftnsliHW,  CliarleH  iline 
Rentonl,  J.  Alexander 
Itiidiarfls,  Henry  Cliarles 
Richardfton,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridler,Rt.Hn.Sir  MattliewW. 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  V.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
RobinHon,  Brooke 
Rollit.  Sir  Albert  Kayo 
Rothsefaild.Hon.LioDelWalter 


Round,  James 
Main  Question  again  proposed.   Debate  arising. 
De^te  furtfaer  adjoimied  till  to-morrow, 

Adjonrnad  At  twenty  minntef  aftor 

Digilized  by 


liiissi'll,<;»!n.F.K,(ChoU«n1iam) 
Rnsaell,  T.  W .  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  Jolm  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limchoose) 
Sandys,  Lieut -Col.  T.  Mylea 
Bassoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderfwn,  Kt.  Hon.  Col.  E. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richa'M 
Seely.  Charles  Hilton 
Seion-Kiirr,  Henry 
Shaqte,  Wm.  I^hviird  T. 
Khaw,  Cluu-lea  Kdw.  (Stafford) 
Bliaw.Stewait,M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sideljotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
SideUabini.  T.  H.  (Sulybr.) 
Stdebottoni,  Wni.  (Iterby^h.) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
SkewOM-Cox,  Tliomas 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christ<'imrch) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks;) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Scnmd) 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edw.  J.  (Somwset) 
Stanley  ,SirHenryM.(I.Ambeth 
Steplie'iw,  Henry  Charles 
Stfiwart,  Sir  M.  J.  M-Taggail 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M 
Stork,  James  Henp' 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strnuw,  Artlinr 
Strutt,  Hon.  C.  Heiller 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphiy  Napier 
Sutherland,  Sir  Thomas 
Tall«t,  Kt.  Hn.J.G.(Gx.rniv. 
Thorlmrn,  Sir  Walter 
Tliornt^m,  Percj-  M. 
Tollt'iiiin-li*',  Henrv  James 
Tnnilinson,  Wm.  K.  Mttrray 
Tritlon,  riiarlps  Enie«t 
I'slome,  Thomas 
\'emev,  Hon.  Richard  Grerille 
A'incent,  Colonel  Sir  €.  E.  H. 
WankU'n,  James  l.iHslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Robert  A. (Crewe) 
Wiirr.  Au;;nsinR  Frederick 
WebHtPi  -Sii  K.K.  (I.  of  Wight) 
Welhy,  l.iwit.-roi.  A.  K. 
WentVorlli.  BrnceC.  Vernon- 
Wharton,  Itt.  Hon.JohnlJoyd 
Whileley,H.(.\Hht«n-nnder-I*. 
Whitmore.  t'.  Algernon 
Williniiis.  <'olnoel  It.  (I>i>r«K) 
William.t,  J.  Powell  (Binn.t 
Wtlluiighl'v  de  Ereabv.  \javi 
Willox,  SirJ.  ArchilMvId 
WIlMm,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wilson,.!.  W.(WnrretiteTrii.N.t 
Wilson-Toild.  W.  H.  (Vuricft.) 
Wo.lelmiise,ltt,Hn.K.H.(Bat4i) 
Wortley.KuHon.C.  B.  Suiart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndlmin,  ( Jeorge 
Wyn<  I  ha  n  i  -( ^ui  n,  Major  W.  H. 
Wyvill,  Marniaduka  D'Aity 
Yerliurgh,  Itoliert  Amistrmu; 
Voung,l/omniander  (Berks,E.) 
Yunnger,  William 
Tbllers^  for  the  NoES'- 
Sir  William  Walnmd  and 
Mr.  An>tnither. 
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HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Wednesday,  7th  Ft^ruartf,  1900. 


PETITIONS. 


(iOVERNMENT  PROPERTY  (EXEMP- 
TION FROM  RATES). 

Fetitioiu  for  alteration  of  law,  from  Ful* 

ham ;  St.  Giles-in-the-Fields  and  St.  George, 
Btoomsbury ;  and  Batcliff ;  to  lie  upon  tbe 
Table. 

i 

I       GROUND  VALUES  (TAXATION) 
(SCOTLAND). 

^  Petition  from  New  Monkland,  for 
^  alteration  of  law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

I     SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
I  ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

^  Petataona  in  &vour,  from  Leeds ;  Kings- 
I  liritke ;  and  Falham  (two)  i  to  Ue  upon 
I  the  Table. 

e 

V 

■P  SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 

I  CHILDREN  BILL. 

^  PetitionB  in  favour,  from  Barrowford ; 
^  Colne  (three) ;  Hull ;  and  Yeovil ;  to  lie 
^  tipm  the  Table. 

il 

I  TOWN   COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

:  =     Petition  from  Kirkcudbright,  in  favour ; 

I I  to  he  upon  the  Table. 

;  C 

1^  VIVISECTION. 

1^     Petition  from  Wandsworth,  for  pro- 

I  ^  hiMtion ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


I        RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 
'\   

^  TRADE    REPORTS  (MISCELLANEOUS 
SERIES). 

Copy  OTesented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Miscellaneous  Series, 
Xo.  521  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Keporte,  Annual  Series,  No. 
2378  n>y  Cmnmand];  to  lie  upon  the 
TaUe. 

VOL.  LXXVIII.  [Fourth  Sebiss.] 


UNITED  STATES  (No.  1,  1900). 
Copy  presented, — of  Convention  be- 
tween Her  Majesty  and  the  United 
States  of  America,  supplementary  to  the 
Convention  of  19th  April,  1850,  relative 
to  the  establishment  of  a  communication 
by  Ship  Canal  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans.  Signed  at  Washihston, 
5th  February,  1900  [by  Command];  to 
lie  upon  the  Table. 


NEW  BILL, 

TRUSTEE  SAVINGS  BANKS  BILL. 
"  To   amend    the   Trustee  Savings 

Banks  Acts,"  presented  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Monday  tmtA,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
69.] 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[Seventh  Day's  Debate.] 
Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [30th  January], 
"That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  foUoweth : — 

Moet  Oradous  Sovereign, 

We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
in  Parliament  assembled,  beg  leave  to 
offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your  Majesty 
for  the  Gracious  Speech  which  Your 
Majesty  has  addressed  to  both  Houses  of 
Parliament." — {Captain  Prdyman.) 

Question  again  ptipoBed. 

Debate  resnmed. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) : 
Mr.  Speaker,  I  do  not  rise  for  the  pur- 
pose of  endeavouring  to  renew  discussion 
about  topics  which  have  been  the  subject 
of  the  debate  for  the  last  week.  I  have 
no  intention  of  perpetuating  the  weary- 
some  and  shameful  story  of  the  inefficiency 
and  insincerity  of  the  diplomacy  which 
has  led  this  country  into  a  war  for  an 
(wtensible  object  which  could  easily  have 
been  obtained  by  a  little  patience  and 
goodwill,  and  a  little  conciliation.  Still 
less  do  I  desire  to  enter  into  any  t;riticism 
of  the  political  and  military  blunders 
which     have     brought     duiaster  on 
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since  the  commencement 
war.    My  object   is  entirely 


your  arms 
of  the 

different.  I  desire  as  far  as  possible  to 
leave  the  past  alone.  I  may  say,  I  have 
no  particular  sympathy  with  the  recrimi- 
nations which  have  passed  between  both 
the  front  benches  as  to  the  responsibility 
for  this  war.  In  my  view  beth  are 
responsible,  though  in  different  degrees, 
for  its  initiation,  and  both  are  equally 
responsible  for  its  prosecution.  My  ob- 
ject is  to  explain  and  justify  the  feeling 
of  Ireland  upon  this  subject,  and  that  will 
be  evidenced  by  the  votes  of  eighty 
Members  of  this  House,  who  think  and 
will  act  as  one  man.  The  sympathy  of 
Ireland  is  with  the  two  South  African 
Republics.  We  abhor  this  war  ;  we  call 
for  its  stoppage,  and  we  declare  our  inten- 
tion to  do  all  that  in  us  lies  to  maintain  the 
independence  of  these  two  little  Kepublics, 
which  was  won  by  untold  sacrifices,  and  de- 
fended by  a  heroism  which  is  without  a 
parallel  in  the  history  of  the  world.  I  know, 
of  course,  that  putting  this  view  forward  in 
this  assembly  must  be  unpalatable  to  many 
Members  on  both  sides,  but  every  sober- 
minded  man  must  agree  with  me,  that  if 
a  large  body  of  Members  hold  this  view, 
it  is  well  that  the  view  should  be  ex- 
pressed ;  and  I  trust  the  expression 
of  opinion  of  eighty  Members  of  this 
House,  representing  the  majority  of  the 
people,  of  Ireland,  will  be  listened 
to,  if  not  with  respect,  at  any  rate  with 
patience.  The  sympathy  of  Ireland  is 
with  the  Boers.  Why  is  this  T  On  what 
foundation  is  it  based?  What  is  the 
explanation  of  it  1  I  propose  to  answer 
shortly  those  questions.  We  in  Ireland 
have  been  accused  of  being  indiscriminate 
in  our  sympathies  and  our  views  of  this 
war ;  we  are  told  we  know  nothing  of  the 
merits  of  the  quarrel,  and  that  our  sym- 
pathies with  the  Boers  have  one  real  and 
only  motive,  which  is  antagonism  to 
tlngland ;  that  we  should  be  against  Eng- 
land, right  or  wron^ ;  and  I  have  even 
heard  it  said  that  if  it  was  Germany  who 
was  fighting,  and  England  was  defending 
the  Boers,  we  should  turn  right  round. 
And  it  was  alleged  that  if  England  had 
gone  to  war,  as  she  undoubtedly  ought 
to  hare  done,  three  years  ago  to  avenge 
the  massacre  of  the  Armenian  Christians, 
our  sympathies  would  have  I>een  on  the 
side  of  the  Great  Assassin.  I  want  to  be 
perfectly  frank  and  candid.  There  is 
both  truth  and  untruth  in  that  charge. 
It  is  true  that  wherever  the  Empire  is 

Mr.  /(An  R^mond. 


involved  in  a  difficulty  or  complication 
which  diminishes  its  great  strength,  a 
feeling  of  hope  and  sataafaction  stirs 
through  the  veins  of  men  of  the  Irish 
race    both    at    home    and  abroad. 
This    is    a   fact  which  stares  you  in 
the  face,  and    it  is  folly  to  conceal 
it.     It  is  one  of  those  facts  which 
statesmen  should  study  and  observe  and 
try  to  understand.    It  is  not  our  fault 
that  it  is  a  fact,  but  yours.    It  is  the 
fault  of  the  history  which  you  and  your 
predecessors  have  made.    Vou  thought 
yon  had  got  rid  of  the  Irish  question 
when  in  1895  you  overwhelmed  Home 
Rule  by  a  majority  of  150.    You  thought 
you  had  got  rid  of  it  in  1800  when  you 
abolished  the  Irish  Parliament,  because, 
twenty   years  before,  when  you  were 
engaged  in  your  wicked  American  war,  a 
war  which  particularly  compares  with  the 
I  present  war,  you  were  confronted  with 
I  this  same  phenomenon  of  the  Irish  seeking 
I  to  take  advanta^  of  your  difficulties  and 
sympathising  with  your  foe.    Why  was* 
I  Ireltuid  prone  to  these  views  then  aa  it 
I  is  now  1   It  does  not  lie  in  the  cusaedness 
I  of  the  Irish,  it  is  due  to  the  simple  fact  that 
Ireland  one  hundred  years  ago  felt  she  was 
treated  with  systematic  injustice  and 
'  deprived  of  her  true  rights.    She  had  the 
same  feeling  before,  and  the  same  caiise 
will  at  all  times  produce  the  same  result 
I  in  the  history  of  nations.    Some  day,  not 
perhaps  far  off,  in  that  Ireland  which  you 
I  are  about  to  create  for  yourselves  in  South 
;  Africa,  yoii    may    find  white  people 
'  rejoicing  in  the  Empire's  difficulties  and 
I  sending  messages  of  sympathy  to  your 
I  foes.    I  would  urge  ttus  country,  before 
I  it  is  involved  more  deeply  in  this  ill-fated 
■  war,  to  endeavour  to  learn  something  from 
'  the  history  of  your  own  experience  in 
I  Ireland  and  the  American  colonies,  and 
I  from  contrasting  the  history  of  other  great 
,  portions  of  the  Empire,  and  to  beware  of 
pursuing  to  the  bitter  end  the  chapter 
'  which,  whatever  way  the  military  operm- 
'  tions  may  go,  whether  you  succeed  in  this 
war  or  not,  can  only  be  a  story  of  misfor- 
tune  and  disgrace.     X  admit,  in  tb<- 
'  frankestmanner,tliatthefeeUng(^theiii«e 
of  the  Irish  people  is  hostile  to  the  Empire. 
At  this  moment  it  would  be  hypocrisy  for 
I  me  to  attempt  to  deny  it,  and  it  would 
Iw  the  utmost  folly  for  you  to  attempt  t« 
minimise  it.    One  of  the  greatest  Engltah- 
I  men  of  our  time,  John  Henry  Newman, 
^  in  speaking  of  Irish  discontent,  drew  a 
I  picture  which  explains  to  some  extent 
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this  feeling  that  I  have  spoken  of  and  ;  pride  at  the  record  of  the  heroism  of 
admitted.  He  describes  the  feelings  of  I  the  Irish  lads  from  Mayo  and  Eoscommon, 
an  Englishman  travelling  in  Ireland.  He  '  who  have  suffered  so  terribly  in  this  war. 
eaya —  1 1  could  not  help  noticing  that,  while  those 

„„,.      ,  brave  and  devoted  press  correspondents 

■atue  ami  feUowahip  are  abominated,  the  news  |  to  this  country  have  paid  generous  tnbutes 
of  her  prosperity  heard  with  di«giwt,  the  ,  to  the  gallantry  of  these  Irish  regiments, 
anticipation  of  her  possible  reverHes  nursed  I  the  official  reports  from  General 
and  cherished  aa  thebe«t  of  consolations.  The  1  g  y  ^  ^  ^  ^  command  no 
«4uccefiH  of  France  or  Rnssia  over  her  anitieH,  of  I      ,  -      ^     7^  wm««««* 

Yankee  or  Hindoo,  is  fervently  desired  a«  the  ;  8«ch  mention  has  been  made.  I  saw  a 
fiiHt  inntalraent  of  a  debt  accumalated  through  ,  calculation  made  the  other  day  in  a  news- 
»even  centiiriett,  and  that  even  though  those  paper  as  to  the  number  of  men  killed  and 
armi^  are  in  m  large  a  proportion  recrniU^d  mounded  of  various  nationaUties,  and  it  was 
from  the  Irish  woil.    If  he  ventnreB  to  awk  for  '  .     -        ^i,  j 

iwayere  for  England  he  receiver  one  answer,  a  .  shown  that  since  the  war  commenced 
prayer  that  she  may  receive  her  due.  It  is  as  i  there  were  1 20  Irishmen  killed  or 
if  the  air  rang  with  the  old  Jewish  words, '  Oh.  I  wounded  to  56  Englishmen,  and  when  it 
daughter  of  Babylon  Wwfl^  shiOl  he  he  who  I  remembered  that  these  Irishmen  are,  as 
xhall  repay  tbee  as  thou  hast  paid  to  us.  ,  ,  c        ^3  j 

,1  have  said,  boys  from  Koscommon  and 

I  admit,  therefore,  the  sympathy  of  Ire- ;  Galway  and  other  Irish  counties, 
land  with  the  Boers  in  this  matter  is,  to  a  .  Catholics  in  creed.  Nationalists  every 
certain  extent,  due  to  the  feeling  which  ;  man  of  them  practically  in  their  senti- 
I  have  described.  But  having  said  so  ,  ments,  I  can  understand  the  impatience, 
niuch  I  entirely  deny  that  the  attitude  of  almost  the  disgust,  with  which  tne  taunt 
the  Irish  people  towards  this  war  is  of  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  the  other 
governed  wholly  or  even  mainly  by  that  night  was  heard  by  this  House, 
sentiment.    Irishmen  are  just  as  capable 

as  anyone  else  of  judging  the  policy  and  the  >    Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
merits  of  the  conflicts  in  which  this  |  N.) :  I  never  made  any  such  taunt. 
Empire  chooses  to  embroil  itself,  more  | 

especially  when,  as  in  the  present  instance,  !  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND:  I  will  not 
ail  impoverished  and  over-taxed  country  |  enter  into  any  conflict  with  the  hon 
is  called  upon  to  pay  so  heavy  a  proper- 1  Gentleman.  AVhat  he  said  is  in  the 
tion  of  the  cost,  and  when  so  many  ,  recollection  of  the  House.  It  is  not  only 
thousands  of  Iri«^  families,  rich  and  poor  <  that  Irishmen  are  entitled  to  judge  of 
alike,  are  called  upon  to  pour  forth  the  i  this  war,  and  the  merits  and  policy  of 
still  more  precious  treasure  of  their  |  this  enterprise,  but  as  a  rule  their  judg- 
children's  blood.  Do  not  imagine  that .  ment  is  more  likely  to  be  sound  than 
this  war  does  not  come  home  to  us  in  ,  yours.  For  one  thing,  Irishmen  are  not 
Ireland.  It  is  scarcely  an  exaggeration  '  subject  to  those  passions  of  Imperial 
to  say  that  there  is  scarcely  a  family  in  '  greed  and  pride  and  arrogance  which 
Ireland,  from  the  poor  people  who  live  in  |  habitually  obscure  the  judgment  of  large 
Dublin  slums  to  the  highest  in  the  land,  i  classes  of  Englishmen  on  these  occasions, 
that  ia  not  represented,  in  one  shape  or  |  They  are  not  as  materialistic  in  their  aims, 
other,  upon  one  side  or  other  at  the  front.  \  and  they  have,  moreover — and  it  has  often 
This  is  more  the  case  with  regard  to  '  been  accounted  one  of  their  weaknesses 
Ireland  than  it  is  here,  because  in  |  that  they  have — what  is  called  a  ^mpa- 
proportion  to  the  population  a  lar|;er  ,  thetic  temperament.  They  have  a  focuity 
number  of  our  people  take  to  soldiermg  i  for  understanding  other  races,  and  so  long 
for  the  mere  love  of  the  calling  than  with  j  as  it  is  true  that  no  Imperial  policy  can 
^ou,  and  when  they  do  get  to  the  front  a  i  be  wise  or  sound  which  is  not  morallv 
far  larger  proportion  of  them  are  thrust ,  right,  so  long  I  maintain  that  the»e 
into  dangerous  posts.  I  candidly  admit !  instincts  are  more  likely  to  lead  the 
that  in  one  sense  I  cannot  but  rejoice  j  nation  to  a  sound  conclusion  than,  say,  the 
that  so  many  Irishmen  are  fighting  in  ,  instincts  of  the  average  modem  jingo  in 
tbU  cause.  I  recognise  the  duties  [  this  country.  By  this  means  the  Irish 
And  obligations  of  the  soldier's  calling  |  people,  by  a  perfectly  natural  and,  as  I 

 His  not  to  reason  why;  his  but  to  think,  unerring  process,  have  come  to  enter- 

4io  or  die  " — and  recoguisin^  that,  I,  as  an  i  tain  a  genuine  abhorrence  of  this  war,  and 
Irishman,  cannot  help  feeling  a  thrill  of  |  a  genmne  admiration  for  the  little  heroic 
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Republics  that  are  facing  and  thwarting 
your  effort  to  destroy  their  independence. 
I  assert  emphatically  that  the  sympathies 
of  the  Irish  people  would  be  in  precisely 
the  same  direction  if  England  were  not 
concerned  in  the  matter  at  all.  Our  sym- 
pathies would  be  on  the  side  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  these  Kepublica,  no  matter 
what  was  the  Power  that  was  attempting 
to  act  as  the  bully  and  the  oppressor  in 
South  Africa.  If  you  look  back  over 
your  own  histoiy  you  will  see  that  in  every 
war  of  this  kind  in  which  the  Empire  has 
been  engaged  the  sympathies  of  Irishmen 
have  always  gone  in  the  right  direction, 
and  not  their  sympathies  only  but  their 
counsel  and  advice,  and  their  counsel  and 
advice  have  invariably  been  disr^rded 
and  rejected.  Go  back  for  a  moment  to 
the  conflict  which  lost  you  America,  and 
the  memory  of  which  is  the  real  reason 
why  to-day  you  cannot  win  the  friendship 
and  alliance  of  the  United  States.  Go 
back  to  the  history  of  that  war.  Who 
led  the  Opposition ;  who  inspired,  who 
planned,  who  worked  through  steadfast 
years  in  opposition  to  that  luckless  war  1 
An  Irishman,  and  in  doing  so  he  poured  . 
forth  a  wealth  of  political  wisdom  which 
has  been  the  nounshment  of  your  wiser 
statesmen  ever  since,  and  which  if  it  could 
be  only  understood  and  acted  upon  by 
your  statesmen  of  to-day  would  induce 
you  even  now  to  retrace  your  steps,  and 
by  an  early  peace  to  retrieve  to 
some  extent  what  I  believe  is  the 
worst  mistake  of  your  Imperialism. 
Yes,  Burke  and  Sheridan  and  Grattan 
and  the  mighty  Irishmen  of  that  day 
took  precisely  the  same  stand  in  that 
eventful  controversy  that  we  their 
humbler  countrymen  take  to-day  upon  the 
question  of  this  war.  They  had  to  face 
the  self-same  abuse,  the  same  unstinted 
criticism  that  we  have  to  do.  But  who 
in  the  world  of  politics  dares  to  say  now 
that  they  were  not  absolutely  in  the  right  1 
No ;  the  organised  and  obstinate  pride 
of  the  rulers  of  that  day  would  not 
accept  advice  from  the  treacherous 
Irish  Members,  and  America  was 
lost.  In  crises  like  this  your 
best  advisers  have  always  been  Irish 
statesmen  and  Irish  soldiers.  But 
you  have  always  distrusted  their  ad- 
vice, whether  in  the  case  of  the 
present  war  or  in  other  struggles.  Had 
you  taken  the  advice  and  needed  the 
warning  of  one  who  was  your  representa- 
tive in  South  Africa  until  recently — I 

Mr.  J<^n  Bedaumd, 


mean  General  Butler  (who  was  described 
as  labouring  under  the  disadvantage  of 
being  an  Irishman  and  a  Catholic)^ 
had  you  hearkened  to  his  advice,  instead 
of  the  advice  of  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  you 
would  not  be  the  spectacle  ot  humiliation 
before  the  civilised  world  which  you  now 
are.  I  say,  therefore,  that  we  arrive  by 
quite  a  natural  process  at  our  sympathies, 
with  these  Kepublics.  How  could  it  be 
otherwise  ?  We  would  be  stocks  or  stones- 
if  our  admiration  were  not  aroused  by 
one  of  the  finest  spectacles  that  the  world 
has  witnessed  since  Thermopyle — ^the 
resistance  of  these  two  little  Bepublics  t» 
the  most  powerful  Empire  of  modem 
times.  I  think  I  am  speaking  the  senti- 
ments of  all  generous-minded  men  in 
this  House — ^no  matter  what  view  they 
take  of  the  war — when  I  say  that  we 
admire  the  pluck  and  heroism  of  the  old 

frey-bearded  Boer  side  by  side  with  the 
auntless  courage  of  the  Boer  of  sixteen 
in  the  stand  they  have  already  made 
against  this  mighty  Empire  in  defence 
of  what  they  believe  to  be  right. 
Do  they  surrender  their  independence 
without  a  struggle  1  Do  the  Free  Staters^ 
thinking  only  of  their  crops,  abandon 
their  brothers  in  the  Transvaal  t  Had 
they  done  so  we  should  all,  without  dis- 
tinction of  creed  or  party,  have  heartily 
despised  them  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that 
but  for  this  bloody  struggle  the  world 
would  have  been  robbed  ofone  of  its  most 
stiiring  episodes.  I  think  the  world  at 
large  owes  a  deep  debt  to  these  two  little 
Republics  for  showing,  in  this  degraded 
age,  that  there  are  other  things  to  fight  for- 
than  gold,  and  for  which  they  are  prepared 
to  lay  down  their  lives.  Sir,  the  cant  we 
have  heard  that  this  war  was  set  on  foot 
to  remove  the  grievances  of  the  TJit- 
landers,  to  obtun  for  them  the  five  years 
franchise,  no  longer  deceives  anyone. 
If  that  had  been  the  object  of  this 
country,  it  could  have  easily  been 
obtained  without  war,,  as  the  question) 
was  on  the  eve  of  settlement  on  the 
19th  August,  when  the  five  years  fran- 
chise was  offered.  And  it  is  clear  from 
the  course  of  the  diplomacy  and  the 
discussions  in  this  House  that  the  respon- 
sibility for  the  br^f^ng  of  negotia- 
tions rests  with.  this,  country.  However,, 
that  is  not  worth  while  arguing  now, 
because  after  the  speech  of  the  &)Ionia] 
Secretary  the  other  day  no  man  will  deny 
that  this  war  between  Boer  and  Briton  is 
to  estaUish.  the  supremacy  of  the  British 
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'  in  the  two  Kepublics,  and  if  that  be  so  I 
for  one  pray  God  that  the  effort  will  be 
frustrated.  Sir,  these  may  sound  strong 
words,  but  do  you  remember  the  words 
uttered  by  one  of  the  greatest  of  your  Par- 
liamentary figures,  one  of  the  'greatest  of 
your  orators,  and  one  of  the  greatest  of 
Imperialists  1  I  refer  to  Lord  Chatham 
when,  speaking  of  the  American  war, 
he  said — 

"  The  Americans  struggling  for  their  rijjhts 
I  love  and  admire.  It  is  the  struggle  of  free 
and  virtaons  patriots.  The  time  demands  the 
laagiuge  <rf  tmth.  In  a  just  and  necesKar}' 
war,  to  maint^  the  rights  and  honour  of  niv 
couDtry,  I  would  tttrip  Uie  8h>rt  from  my  back 
to  support  it.  But  m  such  a  war  a^  this,  un- 
juHt  in  its  principle,  impracticable  in  its  means 
and  ruinous  in  its  consequences,  I  would  not 
contribute  a  single  eflbrt  or  a  single  shilling. 
I  am  glad  the  Americans  have  resisted.  Re- 
sistance was  as  necessary  as  it  was  just." 

Let  me  then  add  as  to  this  attitude  of 
Ireland  that  it  is  not  governed  either 
slightly  or  mainly  by  hostility  to 
England,  but  is  based  on  the  merits  of 
the  struggle.  It  is  not  Ireland  alone 
which  ta^e  this  view.  It  is  England 
that  stands  to-day  in  isolation,  in 
splendid,  may  be,  but  disgracefnl  isola- 
tion ;  for  all  the  nations  on  the  earth,  as 
far  as  one  can  make  out,  share  our  anti- 
pathy to  the  war.  The  solitary  excep- 
tion whose  sympathy  you  win  is 
Turkey.  [Interruption.]  Does  any- 
oue  doubt  that?  ["Yea."]  I  am 
judging  by  your  own  newspapers. 
The  other  day  in  the  Standard  newspaper 
there  were  published  extracts  from  articles 
from  all  the  leading  papers  from  all  the 
capitals  of  the  world — ^irom  Vienna,  Berlin, 
Brussels,  St.  Petersburg,  Madrid,  Paris— 
and,  not  least,  from  America.  Every 
one  of  these  expressions  was  hostile  to  you 
And  was  exactly  the  same  as  the  expres- 
sions which  WD  make  to-day  on  behalf  of 
Ireland.  Let  me  take  the  case  of  America. 
I  myself  have  recently  been  in  the  United 
States,  and  I  there  had  the  pleasiu^  of 
meeang,  not  merely  prominent  Irish- 
Americans,  but  many  leading  statesmen 
of  purely  American  extraction,  and  while 
I  admit  that  public  official  expressions  of 
hostility  to  you  are  not  heard,  chiefly  be- 
cause America,  being  embroiled  in  the 
Philippine  war,  does  not  feel  herself  in  a 
position  to  rebuke  you,  as  she  otherwise 
would — still  the  overwhelming  opinion  of 
the  leading  statesmen  of  America  and  of 
the  mass  of  the  pec^le  is  hostile  to  yon. 


In  the  issue  of  the  Standai-d  to  which 
I  have  referred  there  were  extracts 
from  the  New  York  Herald,  which,  like 
Tiie  Times  in  this  country,  generally 
throws  in  its  lot  with  the  strongest  side, 
but  which  may  be  taken  very  fairly  to 
express  the  dominant  view  for  the 
moment.  The  New  York  Herald  in  the 
article  to  which  I  am  alluding  declared 
that  the  overwhelming  mass  of  opinion 
was  against  England  in  this  war,  and  the 
Ne^v  York  Sun,  which  was  the  most  pro- 
British  organ  in  America,  addresses  a 
remonstrance  and  expresses  its  fear  lest 
the  experience  of  Lord  North  in  America 
should  be  repeated  in  South  Africa,  and 
asks  whether  the  animosity  of  the  Afri- 
kanders would  be  lessened  by  years  of 
war,  even  though  they  result  in  victory 
through  the  slaughter  of  all  their  kins- 
men, whose  children  would  simply  inherit 
an  implacable  blood  feud.  That  is  the 
view  expressed  in  what  has  been  of 
recent  years  the  most  pro-British  paper 
in  the  United  States.  They  think  it  is 
an  unjust  war,  and  they  desire  to  induce 
you  to  In-ing  it  to  a  speedy  termination 
in  accordimce  with  the  news  that  I  am 
expressing  here.  I  do  not  want  to  use 
a  rather  hackneyed  illustration,  but  it  is 
worth  repeating.  The  universal  opinion 
of  the  civilised  world  being  against 
France  in  the  Dreyius  business  was  quoted 
by  all  the  organs  of  public  opinion  in  this 
country  as  3onclu8ive  proof  in  itself  that 
France  was  wrong.  I  ask  now  does  this 
universal  opinion  of  Christendom  against 
you  to-day  count  for  anything,  and  is 
this  war  to  be  allowed  to  go  on  until 
the  Union  Jack  wares  over  Pretoria 
or  until  tens  of  thousands  of  brave 
men  have  been  slauehtered,  and  per- 
haps hundreds  of  miUions  of  treasure 
have  been  expended,  and  all  in  an  enter- 
prise which  cannot  bring  you  credit  or 
glory,  but  which  must  undoubtedly  end 
m  the  establishment  of  a  state  of  eternal 
enmity  between  the  white  races  in  South 
Africa  ?  Let  me  ask,  if  this  war  is  per- 
sisted in  to  the  bitter  end,  what  will  be 
the  result  1  I  do  not  mean  will  you  get 
to  Pretoria.  I  take  that  for  granted. 
As  we  were  reminded  some  time 
ago,  eleven  armed  men  are  more  than  a 
match  for  one  man  in  his  shirt.  I  conclude 
that  if  you  continue  to  pour  in  troops 
the  end  is  inevitable.  But  that  is  not 
the  result  I  am  speaking  of.  What  will 
the  future  of  South  Africa  be  1  The 
Boers  have  added  a  new  page  to  the 
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annals  of  political  and  military  heroism. 

Do  you  think  you  can  blot  out  that  page, 
that  you  can  trample  upon  it  and  that 
it  will  be  forgotten  t  Do  you 
think  with  such  a  page  behind 
them  you  can  wipe  out  Boer 
nationality  ?  I  say  the  only  chance 
of  retrieving  the  mistake  is  this.  You 
may  devastate  these  two  Republics  ;  you 
may  exterminate  the  entire  male  popula- 
tion. If  so,  what  then  ?  Well,  I  say  let 
a  woman  answer.  This  woman  is  the 
sister  of  the  Prime  Minister  of  Cape 
Colony.  I  think  I  heard  some  one  smile 
at  that.  Why  is  he  Prime  Minister  of 
Cape  Colony  ?  Why,  because  he  has  at 
his  back  the  support  of  the  majority  of 
the  white  races  m  South  Africa.  This 
lady  says — 

"You  may  see  all  of  the  %hiing  men  in 
arms  slain.  But  what  of  the  women?  If 
there  were  left  bnt  5,000  pregnant  Sooth 
African-boni  women  and  all  the  rest  of  their 
people  ilestioyed,  those  women  would  breed  op 
a^ain  a  race  like  the  first,  (irandchildren  and 
great  grandchildreD  of  the  meo  who  lie  under 
the  8toneB,  who  are  not  Englioh  or  Dutch,  but 
onlk  African,  will  say  as  they  past  ehotie  heaps, 
'  There  lie  our  grandfathen  or  great-grand- 
fathers who  died  in  the  great  war  of  independ- 
ence.' " 

With  these  facts  staring  you  in  the  face, 
how  can  any  man  look  with  confidence  to 
the  future  of  South  Africa  ?  It  may  be 
asked  what  can  be  done  now.  I  said  at 
the  commencement  of  my  remarks  that  I 
would  not  go  back  as  far,  at  any  rate,  as 
the  past  is  concerned.  The  situation  now 
is  that  you  are  at  war.  Even  if  you 
wrongly  went  to  war,  hon.  members  say 
you  must  go  on.  [An  Hon.  Member  : 
Hear,  hear  !]  Ah  !  '*  hear,  hear  "  says  a 
feeble  voice.  I  do  not  think  that  even 
the  Colonial  Secretary  would  cheer  that 
sentiment.  This  war  in  my  view,  and  in 
the  view  of  those  for  whom  I  speak,  was 
an  unjust  war  in  its  inception.  We  say 
that  the  only  course  for  you  is  to  recog- 
nise that  at  once,  and,  before  further 
slaughter  takes  place  in  South  Africa  and 
before  the  future  of  South  Africa  is 
further  imperilled,  to  retrace  your  steps 
and  allow  these  Republics  to  maintain 
their  independence.  We  call,  there- 
fore, for  the  stoppage  of  this  war. 
We  ask  that  the  independence  of 
these  gallant  Republics  shall  be  guaran- 
teed and  maintained.  In  the  words  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Ply- 
mouth, we  ask  for  some  settlement  honour- 
able to  that  brave  people  whose  conduct 

Mr.  Ji^n  Sedmond. 


in  this  war  has  vindicated  for  them  the. 

right  to  maintain  their  independence. 
Yes,  Sir  ;  those  are  brave  and  courageous 
words,  and  it  is  a  singular  coincidence 
that  they  are  almost  identical  with  words 
used  in  this  House  with  regard  to  the 
Boer  War  in  1881  by  the  hite  Mr. 
Parnell.  In  1881  Mr.  Pamellgave  notice 
of  the  following  motion — 

"  To  call  attention  to  the  TraoHvaal  War, 
and  to  move  that  in  the  opiniou  of  thia  House 
the  Boera  by  their  eallant  resiatanoe  have 
earaod  the  right  to  their  independence.'* 

To-day,  after  eighteen  years,  we  make  the 
same  declaration,  the  only  change  in  the 
situation  being  that  the  gallantry  of  the 
Boers  in  those  days  has  been  completely 
eclipsed  hy  the  gallantly  of  the  Boers  of 
to-day.  In  conclusion  I  cannot  do  better 
than  say  that  we  desire  to  put  this  case 
before  the  House  with  moderation,  but 
with  clearness.  We  do  not  desire  to  be 
guilty  of  the  hypocrisy  of  preten^ng 
that  we  are  scuely  moved  by  the 
merits.  While  admitting  frankly  that 
i  n  th  ese  cases  we  are  pre  j  udicc<l 
to  a  certain  extent  by  an  antecedent 
hostility,  at  the  same  time  in  most  cases 
in  the  past  we  have  been  right,  and  in 
this  case  we  have  been  undoubtedly  in- 
fluenced by  the  merits  of  the  controversy. 
We  ask  you  in  time  to  reconsider  your 
position.  We  believe  that  you  can  do  it 
Avithout  injoiy  to  yoiirselves,  certainly 
tainly  with  far  fess  injury  than  must  come 
to  you  if  you  peisist  in  ^oing  on  to  the 
end  of  the  chapter  and  imperilling  the 
future  of  the  white  races  in  South  Africa. 
We  at  any  rate  make  our  position  per- 
fectly clear.  We  are  not  influenced 
one  whit  by  the  odium  that  may  come 
upon  us  because  of  our  action.  We  know 
that  we  are  a  small  minority  in  this  House 
— possibly  some  people  spy  a  contemptible 
minwity.  We  lookback  on  the  past^and  we 
know  that  when  Chatham  and  Burke  were 
right  in  denouncing  the  American  War  they 
were  in  contemptible  minorities,  and  were 
the  objects  of  odium  and  misrepresentation. 
We  know  that  when  in  the  Crimean  War 
John  Bright  attempted  to  st^  the  flood 
of  war  passion  he  was  in  a  contemptible 
minority,  and  was  a  mark  for  odium  and 
taunts.  And  we  care  still  less  for  the 
[  threats  of  injury  to  the  cause  of  H<»ue 
Rule.  We  know  that  we  are  right,  and 
are  profoundly  convinced  that  IreUnd 
our  country  has  nothing  to  lose,  but  has. 
everything  to  gain,  by  raising  her  voice 
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on  the  side  of  justice  and  liberty.  I  there- 
fore beg  to  move  the  Amendment  stand- 
ing in  my  name. 

Mr.  power  (Waterford,  E.) :  I 
have  been  asked  to  second  this  Amend- 
ment, and  I  do  so  with  pleasure,  only  re-  > 

fretting  that  I  had  not  longer  notice.  It . 
as  often  been  said  that  Irish  Members 
have  one  voice  when  addressing  audiences 
in  Ireland  and  another  when  addressing 
the  House  of  Commons.  I  do  not  think 
that  that  could  ever  be  said,  but  certainly 
on  this  occasion  it  could  not  with  any 
degree  of  truth.  Before  this  war  was 
entered  upon  Mr.  Davitt  and  others  pro- 
tested in  the  name  of  Ireland  against 
the  policy  of  the  Government,  and 
here  to-day,  speaking  for  the  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  my  hon. 
friend  who  has  just  sat  down  has  expressed 
in  terms  unmistakable  the  feeling  of 
Irish  people  on  this  que&tion.  The  pity 
of  the  thing  is  that  all  must  recognise  that 
this  war  was  distinctly  preventible.  It 
is  within  the  recollection  of  this  House 
that  when  an  angry  debate  was  pro- 
ceeding during  the  autumn  session  of 
last  year,  and  when  passions  on  both  sides 
were  considerably  inflamed,  an  hon.  and 
gallant  Gentleman  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House  rose  and  deprecated  the  tone 
in  which  the  debate  had  been  conducted, 
and  paid  a  high  tribute  to  the  gallantry 
and  bravery  of  the  foes  with  whom  you 
are  fighting.*  Those  few  words  from  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  changed  the 
whole  tone  of  the  debate,  and  a  debate 
which  would  probably  have  been  pro- 
longed for  another  day  was  brought  to  a 
conclusion.  I  think  we  often  find  that 
the  braver  a  man  is  the  more  considerate 
he  is  for  the  feelings  of  his  opponent.  My 
hon.  friend  has  spoken  of  Ireland's  voice 
on  this  question.  Looking  at  it  from  a 
financial  point  of  view,  of  course  we  have 
to  pay  tt^  piper  for  this  most  iniquitous 
war,  and  very  much  more  than  our  pro- 
per share.  But  I  hope  and  believe  that 
if  we  were  a  seU-goveming  country  to- 
day the  voice  of  the  Nationalists  of  Ire- 
land would  be  raised  for  the  weak  against 
the  strong  in  protest  against  this  most  un- 
justifiable conflict.  I  may  be  told  that 
we  do  not  speak  for  the  majority  of  our 
people  in  this  matter,  and  that  the 
blood  of  Irishmen  which  has  been  so 

•  See  The  Parliamentary  Debates,  Fourth 
Seriw,  Vol.  Ixxvii,  p.  4,76.  (Speech  of  Col. 
Kenjron-Slaiu^,  20th  October,  1809.) 


freely  spilt  is  proof  that  they  sym- 
pathise with  this  war.  AVe  are  a  martial 
race,  and  a  military  life  will  always 
have  its  attractions  for  the  Irish,  but 
at  the  same  time— and  anyone  who  doubts 
the  truth  of  what  I  say,  if  he  takes  the 
trouble  of  inquiring  among  the  masses  of 
the  Irish  people,  will  find  that  it  is 
correct — in  those  families  where  the  twos 
and  the  threes  of  young  men  have  laid 
down  their  lives  for  your  cause — 
because  we  all  recognise  that  when  a  man 
is  in  a  post  of  danger  he  must  do  his  duty 
— but  even  under  those  conditions  you 
will  find  that  the  prayers  of  the  people  of 
these  very  families  are  offered  almost 
nightly  for  the  success  of  the  Boer  arms. 
I  must  say  that  I  have  not  feelings  of 
satisfaction  with  regard  to  the  way  in 
which  Irish  blood  has  been  spilt  in  this 
war  and  in  many  other  wars.  I  think 
our  most  bitter  enemy  must  acknowledge, 
if  he  studies  the  history  of  this  country, 
that  Irish  brains,  Irish  arms,  and  Irish 
blood  have  done  their  part  in  building  up, 
extending,  and  maintiuning  your  king- 
dom. And  when  I  look  at  the  sacrifices 
which  Irishmen  have  made  on  your  behalf 
I  ask  what  has  been  done  for  us  to  justify 
them  1  We  have  been  far  too  prodigal 
with  our  blood  in  your  causes.  Our 
country  is  a  byword,  and  as  for  poverty, 
is  not  the  present  reign  the  most  hideous, 
from  an  Irish  point  of  view,  since  the  time 
of  Elizabeth  1  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury,  I  believe,  in  one  of  his  much 
criticised  Manchester  speeches,  made 
mocking  allusions  to  the  "union  of 
hearts  between  !E^i^and  and  Ireland, 
and  certainly  the  Irish  Secretary  spoke  in 
that  vein  at  Leeds  ;  they  say  that  events 
have  proved  the  insincerity  of  that  "  union 
of  hearts."  On  that  subject  I  may  be 
allowed  to  say  that  the  Irish  people  have 
approached  the  English  on  this  matter  in 
a  spirit  of  frienoliness  and,  to  some 
extent,  of  honourable  compromise,  but  we 
must  recollect  that  if  there  was  any 
breakage  of  the  contract  entered  into  it 
was  a  oreakage  by  the  English  people, 
who  on  two  different  occasions  rejected  the 
treaty  proposed  by  Mr.  Piu^elland  also  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Gladstone  in  1886  and  1895. 
Upon  occasions  when  treaties  have  been 
entered  into  between  England  and  Ire- 
land, Ireland  has  not  been  the  country  to 
break  them.  I  will  not  enter  at  any 
length  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  because 
it  been  so  ably  and  amply  stated  by 
my  hon  friend  the  Member  for  the  City  of 
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Waterford.  The  fact  that  you  have  Irish 
regiments  fighting  under  your  colours 
wherever  fighting  is  to  be  done  does  not  dis- 
prove the  statement  that  the  vast  majority 
of  the  Irish  people  disapprove  of  this  war. 
We  should  be  unworthy  of  the  sacrifices 
made  for  our  cause  if  we  did  not  detest 
this  war,  and  as  a  protest  against  it  we 
shall  have  the  satisfaction  of,  at  any  rate, 
recording  on  the  part  of  those  who  sent 
us  here  the  fact  that  Ireland  hates  and 
detests  this  war  and  wishes  for  the  success 
of  a  people  who,  by  their  conduct,  have 
merited  tke  right  of  free  men. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"|At  the  end  of  the  Queetion,  to  add  the 
wordB,  '  Bat  we  humbly  represent  to  Your 
l^jesty  that  the  time  hai  come  when  the  war 
at  present  being  waged  in  South  Africa  should 
be  brought  to  a  close,  on  the  basis  of  recognis- 
ing the  independence  of  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  Free  State.'"  —  (Mr.  John 
Redmond.)  I 

I 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words  I 
be  there  added." 


Mr.  J.  H.  M.  CAMPBELL  (Dublin, 
St  Stephen's  Green) :  I  have  not  either 
the  intention  or  the  desire  to  question  in 
the  slightest  degree  the  sincerity  of  the 
motives  or  the  convictions  of  hon.  Members 
opposite  who  have  already,  or  may  later 
on,  take  part  in  this  debate.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  deny  that  the  sentiment 
of  this  Amendment  and  the  language  of 
the  speeches  just  delivered  is  calculated 
to  fill  hon.  Members'  from  Ireland  who 
sit  on  this  side  of  the  House  with  an 
acute  sense  of  despair  and  indignation.  I 
say  despair,  because  I  believe  the  pro- 
ceedings in  this  House  of  to-day  are 
fraught  with  injury  and  disaster  to  the 
best  interests  of  our  country.  Not 
merely  are  they  calculated  to  deter  the 
inflow  of  English  capital  and  English 
commerce  into  our  counb^,  but  they  are 
certainly  calculated  to  widen  the  breach 
which  already  exists  between  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  and  hon.  Members  from 
Ireland  who  sit  on  this  side  of  the 
House.  Even  at  the  present  day  there  is 
much  in  the  financial  and  commercial 
policy  of  Great  Britain  that  is  beneficial 
to  the  best  interests  of  Ireland,  and  a 
hope  had  sprung  up  in  recent  years  that 
it  would  be  possible  by  the  united  efforts 
of  Irishmen  sitting  on  both  sides  of  this 

Mr,  Power. 


House  to  obtain  some  redress  for  recc^- 
nised  CTievances.  The  Unionist  MembOTs 
from  Ireland  claim  to  be  as  sincere 
patriots  as  any  of  the  hon.  Members 
opposite. 

»Vn  Irish  Member  :  You  show  it  by 
your  votes  here. 

Mr.  J.  H.  M.  CAMPBELL :  Our  in- 
terests for  the  present  and  our  future 
and  all  that  belongs    to  us  are  all 
centred  in  this  country.   Such  octionB  as 
these  are  calculated  to  postpone  indefi- 
nitely, if  not  to  destroy  all  hope  or  pro- 
spect of  ever   securing    an  amicable 
settlement  of  our  diff'erences.    We  also 
have  a  very  strong  feeling  of  indignation 
that  such  speeches  as  these  are  a  slander 
on  our  country  in  the  face  of  the  civilised 
world,  for  they  present  a  scene  of  dis- 
loyalty and  disaffection  which  is  opposed 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  Empire.  At 
the  present  moment,  and  for  some  months 
past,  Irish  valour  and  Irish  braveiv  has 
been  conspicuous  in  the  forefront  oi  this 
war.    It  has  not  been  merely  the  rank 
and  file  of  the  soldiers,  but  it  has  been 
the  bravery  of  General  White,  of  General 
French,  and  last,  but  not  least,  the  fact 
that  Lord  Roberts,  with  the  weight  of 
years  and  the  weight  of  domestic  afflic- 
tion upon  him,  responded  nobly  to  his 
country's  call  and  placed  his  sen'ices  at 
the  disposal  of  Her  Majesty.    As  we  read 
of  the  efforts  of  our  Irish  soldiers,  we 
find  that  no  blood  flows  more  freely,  and 
that  none  is  more  dearly  avenged  in  this 
war  than  that  of  our  fellow-countrymen. 
1 1  say  it  is  a  slander  upon  their  manhood 
i  and  their  courage  that  our  country  should 
be  exhibited  as  a  hotbed  of  disloyalty 
I  and    disafiection.      It    was  suggested 
;  in  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member  for  the 
I  City  of  Waterford  that  Irishmen  were  not 
;  receiving  their  proper  recognition  for 
I  their  services  in  this  campaign.    I  do  not 
I  know  whether  within  the  last  few  days 
I  the  attention  of  the  hon.  Member  was 
'  called  to  a  Gazette  in  which  the  names  oi 
'  four  persons  were  honourably  gazetted  for 
[  the  Victoria   Cross  for  distingaished 
bravery  in  the  field,  and  two  of  these 
'  were  Irishmen.    But  it  is  not  merely  in 
the  front  and  at  the  front  that  Irishmen 
have  ^-indicated  their  loyalty  and  devotion 
j  to  Queen  and  country.    Even  at  home 
we  find,  if  you  judge  it  by  any  standard 
capable  of  recognition,  that  the  assump- 
;  tion  of  hon.  Members  opposite  that  they 
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represent  the  feelings  of  the  majority  of 
the  Irish  race  is  contradicted.    Test  it  hy 
the  subscriptions  to  the  various  funds  for 
the  relief  of   the   suffering   and  the 
wounded ;  test  it  by  the  number  of  those 
who  have  volunteered  for  service  at  the 
front,  and  by  the  number  of  those  who 
are  being  recruited.    What  has  Ireland 
done  in  the  interests   of  the  Boers? 
I  know  that  a  subscription  list  was 
started  for  the  assistance  of  the  people  j 
of   the    Transvaal.    I    have   in   my ! 
hands   a   record    of   the   magnificent  j 
total  which  has  been  obtained  after  six  : 
months  efforts,  and  it  amounts  to  £300.  \ 
That,  so  far  as  I  can  make  out,  is  the  only  ! 
active  sign  on  the  part  of  any  Irishmen 
of  sympathy  with  the  Boers  in  this  war.  i 
Perhaps  I  can  best  dispose,  once  and  for  | 
all,  of  the  pretence  that  hon.  Members  i 
opposite  are  entitled  to  speak  for  the  i 
majority  of  the  Irish  people,  by  reading  I 
an  article  from  an  Irish  newspaper.  The  ! 
authority,  I  think,  will  not  be  challenged  I 
from  the  other  side,  for  it  is  an  article  in  | 
the  United  Irishman  of  the  present  week,  j 
which  is  the  recognised  organ  of  the  i 
physical  force  party  in  Ireland,  and  I  will 
read  from  this  article  a  description  of  how 
the  Irish  people  look  upon  tnis  war.  It 
says —  .  ' 

"  The  Irish  people  are  satisfied  with  the  , 
preaeat  system  of  Irish  govemmen  ,  as  their  . 
deeds  testify.    A  co<nmiuiity  works  for  its  i 

foTernment  and  shows  its  satisfaction  with  it  | 
y  Hopplying  it  freely  with  men  and  money.  . 
Ireland  supplies  these  tjuite  ae  willingly  aa  ' 
England,  or  more  so.   And  bo  Iod^  as  Ireland  ', 
suppl  es  men  und  money  of  her  free  will  she  ' 
is  prima  Jitcie  conteate<i  with  her  Government  | 
and  her  complaints  are  merely  the  popular  ' 
grambhng — a  little  exaggerated,  being  Irish—  I 
and  a  little  more  of  it  because  we  have  more  | 
leisore  time,  that  is  all.   The  Irishman's ! 
patr  otism  is  not  strong  enough  to  keep  him 
from  entering  the  army  of  his  conqueror.   In  I 
both  of  these  vital  matters,  thwefore,  those  of  I 
taxes  and  of  physical  forces,  the  practice  of  the  | 
Iii:«h  p-^ple  gives  the  lie  to  their  professions,  i 
The  latter  cannot  be  taken  seriously,  and  they 
ore  no    so  taken  by  any  Engliishma  ■  or 
foreigner  who  knows  the  facta.   Deeds  are  the 
tnie  test  of  sincerity.    The    North  Cork 
Militia  are  loyal  because   they  work  for 
England ;  the  Irish    people   are  also  loy  il 
bersose  they  work  for  England.  In  boUi  cases 
deeds  are  the  pro  f,  not  words." 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Is 
that  an  atgument  for  Home  Rule  1 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare,  E.): 
I  have  no  desire  to  interrupt  the  hon. 
Member,  but  as  he  has  quoted  an  extract 


from  that  paper,  I  should  like  to  ask  him 
whether  in  that  very  same  paper,  and 
every  issue  of  it  that  has  been  printed, 
there  is  not  an  article  containing  a  strong 
denunciation  of  the  enlistment  of  Irish- 
men in  the  British  Army,  and  an  appeal 
to  Irishmen  not  to  enlist  at  all  1 

Mr.  j.  H.  M.  CAMPBELL :  I  am  quite 
prepared  to  admit  that  the  fact  is  as 
s^^ated  by  the  hon.  Member,  but  it  is  a 
strong  corroboration  of  the  argument 
which  I  am  endeavouring  to  advance, 
that  a  paper  which  on  the  admission  of 
the  hon.  Member  has  been  for  months 
struggling  to  prevent  Ireland  aiding  and 
assisting  England  in  this  war  should  have 
to  admit  that  in  the  end  the  English  people 
will  judge  Ireland  not  by  words  but  by 
deeds,  and  that  if  that  test  were  applied 
to  the  denis  of  Ireland,  beyond  all  ques- 
tion Ireland  is  in  favour  of  this  war.  It 
has  been  suggested  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  that  the 
unity  of  the  Irish  Members  oppositeonthis 
question  is  a  convincing  proof  that  Ireland 
is  opposed  to  the  war.  "  Behold  how  good 
and  how  pleasant  it  is  for  brethren  to 
dwell  together  in  unity."  Judging  hy 
appearances,  however,  one  would  hardly 
imagine  that  the  Irish  Members  are 
enjoying  that  goodness  and  pleasure  to 
the  extent  they  wouM  wish,  but  it 
may  be  internal  and  not  external  grati- 
fication. Be  that  as  it  may,  is  it  true 
that  this  war  has  been  the  cause  of  unityl 
Has  it  not  rather  been  the  occasion  1 
Let  me  quote  from  a  source  which 
I  think  will  be  recognised  and  admitted 
as  an  authority  on  this  matter.  I  refer 
to  the  Evening  Herald,  a  well  -  known 
Nationalist  newspaper  published  in 
Dublin.  To  what  does  it  attribute  this 
sudden  outburst  of  unity  1  Is  it  to  feel- 
ing on  the  Transvaal  War  %  Here  is  its 
explanation — 

"  Unity  has  l>ecome  neoessary  because  funds 
have  only  empty  boxes,  because  American 
support  has  become  estranged,  and  at  home 
snbscriptions  for  any  purpose  hare  died  a 
sndden  death.  This  state  of  affairs  could  not 
continue." 

But  what  is  the  real  cause  of  the  present 
demonstration — if  I  may  so  describe  it 
without  meaning  any  offence — of  dis- 
loyalty and  disaffection  on  the  part  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  1    It  is  to  be 
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found  in  the  simple  fact  that  at  the 
prwent  moment  in  Irish  Nationalist 
politics  the  party  of  physiotd  force  is,  for 
the  time  being,  in  the  ascendant.  It  is 
true  of  every  Nationalist  movement  in 
Ireland  for  all  time  that  there  is 
behind  it  and  in  control  of  it 
this  party  of  physical  force— a  party 
which  though  in  a  minority  among 
Nationalists  is  yet  irresponsible,  imscru- 
pulous,  and  dangerous,  and  has  been  able 
at  all  times  to  suggest  the  tune  though 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  may  perform  the 
dance,  and  I  think  that  the  best  illustra- 
tion of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  fact  that 
it  is  the  increasing  strength  and  power  of 
the  United  Irish  League  

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member  is 
tjuite  at  liberty  to  discuss  the  attitude  of 
tbe  Irish  party — if  I  may  call  it  so — to- 
wards this  war,  but  he  is  not  entitled  on 
this  Amendment  to  discuss  the  attitude 
taken  up  generally  by  them  in  Parlia- 
ment. 

Mb.  J.  H.  M.  CAMPBELL :  Knowing 
all  this,  I  wonder  why  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  attempt  to  disguise 
the  truth  by  the  suggestion  that  this 
present  movement  aroae  out  of  sympathy 
with  the  Boers.  "England's  difficulty 
is  Ireland's  opportunity,"  and  whether  we 
are  at  war  with  savage  or  barbarian 
enemies,  or  with  brave  and  valiant  foes 
like  the  inhabitants  of  the  Transvaal,  it  is 
not  to  love  for  our  enemies,  but  to  that 
implacable  hostility  to  the  English  race 
and  the  English  Constitution  that  has 
always  dominated  a  section  of  the  Irish 
people  that  is  to  be  attributed  the  dis- 
loyal demonstration  of  to-day.  I  have 
heard  it  said  by  hon.  Gentlemen  oppo- 
site that  it  is  idle  to  talk  about  the 
grievances  of  the  Uitlanders,  that  Irish- 
men at  home  are  subject  to  greater 
grievances  than  ever  the  Uitlandera  were 
victims  of.  I  can  hardly  believe  that 
that  is  seriously  meant.  Does  any 
Irishman  who  comes  to  this  country 
and  makes  his  home  in  England  fail  to 
enjoy  to  the  fullest  extent  every  right 
and  privilege  the  ordinary  English  citizen 

Possesses  T  I  would  test  this  statement 
y  taking  two  illustrations,  which  I  con- 
sider are  two  of  the  greatest  possessions 
which  free  men  can  hope  to  enjoy — I 
refer  to  freedom  of  speech  and  the 
liberty  of  the  press.  With  regard  to 
freedom  of  speech,  I  would  like  to  ask 

Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Campbell. 


hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  what  would  be 
the  fate  of  the  unfortumite  Uitlander  who 
at  a  meeting  of  his  countrymen  in 
Johannesburg  advised  them  if  they  were 
compelled  to  take  service  with  the  Boers 
to  turn  their  weapons  upon  their  own 
officers.  Yet  in  this  distressed  and 
tyrannised  country  of  Ireland  the  hon. 
Member  for  Kilkenny  has  been  allowed 
to  do  that  without  objection  or  remon- 
strance. If  a  Uitlander  did  that  in 
Johannesburg,  he  would  receive  a  fate 
which,  on  account  of  the  amiable  and 
active  personality  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Kilkenny,  I  would  very  much  re^«t  to 
see  carried  out  in  his  case.  Then  with  re- 
gard to  the  freedom  of  the  press,  the 
Evenintf  Herald  of  Dublin,  on  November 
18th,  published  the  following — 

"  Fallen. — We  publish  great  news  to-day. 
Ladysmith  is  reported  to  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  tbe  Boers.  Ladysmith  has  fallen.  If  it 
is  proved  to  he  tme  and  that  the  Irish  Brigade 
contributed  to  so  dire  a  British  reverse,  tbe 
heartaof  Imhmea  the  wide  world  over  will  thrill 
with  a  keen  delight  they  have  not  experienced 
in  oar  time  before.  *  God  send  it  is  true '  will 
l)e  the  fervent  prayer  in  luany  an  Irish  home- 
stead to-day." 

A  country  or  a  constitution  that  tolerates 
such  language  in  the  press  at  a  time 
when  that  country  is  at  war  with  the 
country  of  which  it  is  written  can  hardly 
be  open  to  the  charge  that  the  fullest 
liberty  of  the  press  is  not  allowed.  With 
regard  to  the  grievances  of  the  Uitlanders 
and  the  extent  to  which  they  have  brought 
about  this  just  and  righteous  war,  I  do 
not  at  this  stage  propose  to  enlarge  on 
them.  There  can  dc  no  doubt  that  the 
Uitlanders  by  their  efforts  and  their 
energy  succeeded  in  realising  the  enor- 
mous mineral  resources  of  the  Transvaal, 
which  the  Boers  were  either  too  indolent 
or  too  indifferent  to  realise,  and  that  as 
a  result  of  their  industry  they  were  com- 
pelled to  pay  these  exactions  which  the 
Boers  have  spent  in  building  strong  forti- 
fications, in  the  accumulation  of  immense 
military  stores,  and  in  perfecting  their 
splendid  militaiy  equipment,  which  ha^'e 
enabled  them  to  carry  on  this  war  with 
such  success,  while  at  home  the  English 
nation  had  been  lulled  into  apathy  by 
hair-splitting  diplomacy  about  the  fran- 
chise. It  was  not  until  the  Jameson  raid 
that  the  English  people  for  the  first  time 
became  really  awake  to  a  few  of  the 
indignities  and  outrages  that  their  fellow- 
countrymen  were  suffering  at  the  hands 
of  the  Boers,  and,  speaking  for  myself,  I 
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can  only  say  that,  while  there  were  many  1  mends  itself  to  them  is  that,  after  our 
bad  features  in  that  raid,  the  worst  was  colonies  have  been  invaded  by  the  Boers, 
I  its  failure,  and  the  best  was  that  it  { this  Empire  is  to  content  itself  with 
I  awoke  the  English  nation  to  a  sense  '  getting  rid  of  the  invader,  and  to  retire 
of  these  indignities,  while  it  encouraged  '  on  the  laurels  of  a  disgraceful  and 
President  Kruger  to  throw  off  the  mask  humiliating  peace.  I  do  not  think  that 
and  put  forward  the  insolent  pretence  is  a  policy  to  recommend  itself  to  the 
that  the  Transvaal  was  a  sovereign  State,  English  nation.  It  seems  to  me  very 
and  had  a  constitutional  right  to  ill-treat  much  as  if,  having  found  a  burglar  in 
tlie  subjects  of  the  Queen.  The  British  I  possession  of  your  house  and  of  your 
Empire  has  always  been  believed  to  be  goods,  which  he  had  ransacked  from  your 
able  and  willing  to  assist  its  subjects  in  i  hous^  you  were  asked  to  be  content  with 
any  part  of  the  world,  and  it  is  that '  politely  showing  him  to  the  door.  I 
feelii^  which  is  not  only  the  cause  but  believe  that  the  English  nation  will 
the  justification  of  this  war,  and  which  require  that  this  war  should  be  pursued 
has  swept  aside  all  these  squabbles  in  refer- '  to  the  proper  and  vigorous  vindication  of 
eiice  to  suzerainty  and  all  differences  of  the  nation's  honour,  which  requires  that 
party  and  politics  in  this  country,  and  these  attempts  at  invasion  shall  be  impos- 
has  enabled  the  British  Empire  to  present  sible  in  the  future,  and  that  our  fellow- 
'  a  united  front  to  the  foe.  Many  hard  subjects  in  South  Africa  may  rest  assured 
things  have  been  said  of  the  Government  for  all  future  time  that  they  and  their 
I  in  uie  course  of  these  debates,  and  possessions  shall  be  free  from  depreda- 
oiore  especially  of  the  GoloniiJ  Secretary,  tion.  I  do  not  expect  or  imagine  that 
All  I  can  say  is,  speaking  on  behalf  of  what  I  have  said  will  have  much  effect 
hon.  Members  from  Ireland  who  sit  on  \  upon  hon.  Members  o^^wsite.  They  are 
this  side  of  the  House,  that  we  are  never  entitled,  of  course,  to  the  fullest  credit 
likely  to  forget  what  we  owe  to  that  for  honesty  and  sincerity  of  conviction 
Ktatesman  for  his  splendid  efforts  in  the  and  purpose,  but  on  the  other  hand,  I 
i-ause  of  the  integrity  of  the  Empire,  and  think  it  is  of  some  importance  that  this 
1  do  not  think  the  nation  is  likely  to  country  should  know  what  is  the  real 
forget  what  they  owe  to  him  also.  tfxtent  and  anticipated  effect  of  this  de- 

'  monstration  of  disloyalty  and  disati'ection. 
*Mr.  speaker  :  If  the  hon.  Member  It  is  well  the  country  should  see  that 
reads  the  terms  of  the  Amendment  now  this  cloud,  by  which  they  have  attempted 
under  discussion  he  will  observe  that  it  to  obscure  the  picture  of  patriotism  and 
states  "  that  the  time  has  come  when  loyalty  presented  by  the  Empire  generally, 
the  war  at  present  being  wa^sd  in  South  ,  must  be  dwarfed  to  its  proper  dimensions, 
Africa  should  be  brought  to  a  close."    I  and  that  they  should  know  that  the  dis- 
ijuite  understand  it  is  impossible  to  deal ;  cordant  note  which  has  come  from  hon. 
^ch  the  question  without  expressing  an  Members  opposite  can  have  little  effect 
opinion  as  to  the  justice  or  mjustice  of  j  upon  the  harmonious  chorus  of  loyalty  and 
ine  war,  but  the  hon.  Member  is  now  patriotism  which  has  been  re-echoed  to 
going  into  the  discussion  of  matters  dealt  the  furthermost  comers  of  the  world  in 
with  on  the  last  Amendment,  namely,  the  '  which  are  gathered  the  subjects  of  the 
I    policy  of  the  Government  leading  up  to  >  Queen. 
I    the  war,  and  that  is  not  in  order.  i 

1  *Be.  CLARK  (Caithness-shire) :  So  far 
I      Mr.  J.  H.  M.  CAMPBELL:  Just  a  as  I  could  see  an^  argument  pertinent  to 
j   word  or  two  as  to  the  latter  porticm  <A  \  the  Amendment  in  the  speech  of  the  hon. 
j   this   Amendment.     I  confess  that  I '  and  learned  Gentleman  who  has  just  sat 
listened  with  considerable  amazement  and  |  down,  it  seems  to  be  this — that  we  must 
I    curiosity  to  the  speech  just  delivered,  not  pass  this  Amendment,  that  we  must 
j    having  regard  to  the  contribution  which   not  have  a  peace  upon  the  basis  of  the 
I    it  contained  for  the  solution  of  the  present  independence  of  the  Boer  Republics,  be- 
difficulties  between  England  and    the  ,  cause  British  subjects  want  to  win  the 
Transvaal.    Because,  so  far  as  I  under-  same  electoral  rights  in  these  States  as 
stood  the  purport  and  tenor  of  the  obser- ,  Irishmen  get   when  they  come  from 
vations  of  the  hon.  Members  who  pro- ,  Ireland  to  England,  because  there, will 
posed  and  seconded  this  Amendment,  the  j  not  be  the  same  freedom  of  speech  in  the 
wlntton  of  the  dtfBcuIties  that  recom-  !  Transvaal  as  here  j  further,  because  they 
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"would  nob  have  the  same  liberty  and 
licence  of  journalism  in  these  countries  as 
in  this.  Well,  these  arguments  only  show 
the  confusion  of  thought  of  which  we 
have  seen  a  great  deal  on  these  benches 
during  the  last  fortnight.  Some  Hon. 
Memmrs  appeiff  to  think  that  we  are 
engaged  in  a  just  and  holy  war  in  behalf 
of  the  Uitlanders;  but  hon.  Members 
who  have  listened  to  the  speech  of  the 
right  hon.  the  Colonial  Secretary,  which 
brushed  aside  all  that,  and  said  that  the 
franchise  had  nothing  to  do  with  this 
war.  The  Colonial  Secretary  is  right, 
the  franchise  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
war.  You  cannot  object  to  the  franchise 
in  the  Free  State.  The  problem  involved 
is  much  more  serious  than  the  franchise, 
and  the  hon.  Grentleman,  like  many 
others,  is  utterly  ignorant  of  all  the  funda- 
mental facts  underlying  this  question. 
Does  the  hon.  Gentleman  know  that  if  a 
Boer  from  the  Orange  Free  State  or  the 
Transvaal  came  to  this  country  he  would 
require  to  remain  five  years  the  same  as  a 
Frenchman  or  a  German,  then  petition 
the  Home  Secretary,  who  might  or  might 
not  ^ve  him  naturalisation  1  The  Boer 
position  in  this  country  is  entirely 
difTerent  from  that  of  the  Irishman.  Why 
does  the  able  and  learned  Gentleman 
come  before  the  House  of  Commons  to 
offer  us  an  argument  of  that  kind  t  There 
is  equal  free^m  of  speech  in  the  Trans- 
vaal, as  we  have  here.  The  same  law 
obtains  in  Johannesburg  as  in  London. 
The  British  can  meet  anywhere  in  a  public 
hall,  or  a  private  assembly,  but  not  in  the 
streets.  In  London  you  cannot  have  a 
meeting  in  the  streets  unless  you  get  the 
consent  of  the  authorities. 

The  SECRETARY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
KussELL^  Tyrone,  S.)  diEBented. 

*Dk.  CLARK :  Does  my  hon.  friend  say 
I  am  wrong  1 

Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  was  understood 
to  say  that  the  limitation  of  public 
meeting  in  London  only  applied  to 
Trafalgar  Square. 

*Dr.  CLARK  :  My  hon.  friend  is  wrong 
there.  There  are  regulations.  What  took 
TiJace  in  Manchester?  What  was  Mr. 
Brocklebank  sent  to  prison  for?  You 
lay  down  here  rules  for  public  meet- 
ings in  the  streets;  the  Boers  do  the 
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same.    I  have  had  some  experience  of 
freedom  of  speech  in  London.    I  went  to 
a  meeting  in  Trafalgar  Square  where  there 
were  30,000  people  present,  who  allowed 
me  free  speech  by  howling,  and  throwing 
stones  and  knives.    I  went  to  Birming- 
ham, where  there  was  a  great  crowd  of 
people,  and  I  talked  to  the  reporters  for 
half  an  hour,  because  they  ^nly  could 
hear  me.    Half  a  dozen  meetings  were 
being  carried  on  in  the  hall  at  the 
same  time.    Why,  there  is  no  freedom 
of  speech  here  at  present ;  you  cannot  | 
get  a  hearing.    There  is  no  freedom  of 
speech  scarcely  in  this  House,  as  I  knew 
to  my  cost  last  session.    The  last  time  I 
spoke  an  hon.  Baronet  told  me  that  my 
speech  was  paid  for.  As  to  freedom  of  the 
press,  there  is  no  country  in  the  world, 
not  even  excepting  France,  where  you 
had,  as  in  the  Transvaal,  treason  written 
daily  in  all  the  papers.     I  support 
the  Amendment  because  I  think  it  is  the 
wisest  and   best  solution  of  the  Boer 
problem.    This  Boer  problem  is  a  serious 
one  for  the  British  Empire.    It  may  be 
solved  on  lines  that  will  strengthen  and  ' 
consolidate  the  Empire,  or  on  lines  that 
will  weaken  it,  and  the  settlement  will  test  , 
the  ability  and  wisdom  not  only  of  our  j 
statesmen  but  also  of  our  people.    I  will  ' 
tell  you  what  the  Boer  problem  is.  You 
have  not  got  a  dying  race  in  South  Africa, 
but  a  very  virile  race.   When  in  \SH 
we  got  possession  of  South  Africa  by 
purchase,   we  found  30,000  unwilling 
Dutch  subjects,   who  objected  to  our  ' 
buying    them    without  their  consent.  ! 
These  30,000  have  grown  until  they  are  | 
500,000.   They  are  the  most  virile  race  in 
the  world.    The^  attain  maturity,  le«al  | 
and  physical,  at  sixteen ;  they  marry  eany, 
and  no  race  on  the  globe  has  developed 
so  quickly.    Again,  in  other  countries 
the  aboriginal  blacks  hare  diaappeued 
before  the  white  nuui;  but  in  South 
Africa  the  Kaffir  race  has  increased  in  j 
almost  as  great  a  ratio  as  the  Boers.  This 
is  therefore  a  virile  people  with  whom  you  j 
are  dealing.    They  are  now  in  a  majority 
in  the  two  Republics,  and  in  one  of  the  I 
colonies.     In  Natal  only  have  you  men  | 
of  British  race  in  the  majority.    If  yoo  j 
refuse  the  solution  suggested  by  the 
Amendment,   I  take  it  that  the  only 
other  solution  is  that  you  are  going  to  i 
destroy  the  independence  of  these  two  j 
Repumics— to  destroy  for  the  first  time 
^n  a  hundred  years  two  Christian  States. 
Well,  I  shall  dn^  Christianity,  as  we  are 
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told  there  is  a  good  deal  of  cant  in  that 
phrase — but  two  civilised  States.  Poland 
was  destroyed,  but  the  descendants  of 
those  responsible  for  its  destruction 
rather  feel  inclined  to  wish  that  their  fore- 
fathers had  not  done  so.  Is  it  likely  that 
men  of  British  birth  will  ever  outnumber 
the  Boers  in  South  Africa,  and  so  from 
that  standpoint  solve  the  problem  1  We 
have  a  certain  number  of  men  who  every 
year  leave  this  to  go  to  foreign  countries. 
We  have  three  great  continents  competing 
with  each  other  for  our  surplus  popula- 
tion, the  first  and  most  important  section 
of  which  has  only  got  its  manual  labour 
to  dispose  of.  America  wants  them, 
Australia  wants  them,  but  doea  South 
Africa  want  them  1  I  must  put  a 
qualification  on  America  wanting  them, 
liecause  black  labour  obtains  m  the 
Southern  States.  Now,  all  manual 
labour  in  South  Africa  is  done  by  black 
men.  The  standard  of  comfort  is  such 
that  no  white  men  will  go  to  South 
Africa  to  engage  in  manual  labour, 
although  of  course  you  have  there  skilled 
artisans  like  blacksmiths,  joiners,  etc.,  who 
get  208.  to  30s.  a  day  as  wages.  Next  to  the 
^Id  fields  the  most  important  indnstiy 
in  South  Africa  is  ^iculture^  in  which 
there  are  very  few  British  bom  peoi^e 
engaged ;  but  95  per  cent,  of  those 
engaged  in  that  industry  in  the  Cape 
ana  in  the  two  Republics  are  Afrikanders. 
Both  as  regards  agriculture  and  manual 
labour  Australia  and  America  offer 
greater  advantages  than  South  Africa. 
\Vc  have,  of  course,  got  the  diamond 
mines  and  gold  fields  there,  but  will  the 
development  of  these  enterprises  draw 
more  men  to  South  Africa  ?  The  oldest 
industry  is  the  diamond  industry,  and 
twenty  yean  ago  the  population  there 
was  twice  as  great  as  it  is  now.  Kim- 
berley  was  then  a  thriving  town  with 
200  companies,  and  X  do  not  know  how 
many  private  claims.  Now  you  have  but 
one  company  and  a  few  white  men  to 
overlook  the  natives,  who  are  kept  in  the 
compounds,  where  they  have  to  buy 
everything  they  want  of  the  company, 
and  where  the  only  things  they  can  do 
are  to  drink  and  gamble.  What  is  taking 
place  in  Johannesburg  1  Nine-tenths  m 
the  mines  are  inihe  hands  of  fom*  firms — 
Rhodes  and  Co.,  Wemher,  Beit,  and  Co., 
J.  B.  Robinson,  and  Barnato  Brothers — and 
within  six  months  of  the  settlement  of 
the  present  dispute  you  will  probably 
have  them  all  consolidated  into  one,  and 


things  will  go  on  at  Johannesburg  as  they 
have  done  at  Kimberley.  There  is  con- 
sequently no  evidence  that  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  of  British  birth 
will  be  drawn  to  South  Africa  to 
swamp  the  Boer  population,  and  thus 
pave  the  way  for  a  practical  and 
permanent  solution  of  the  existing 
[  difficult  problem  by  getting  rid  of  the 
two  Republics  and  establishing  one  ^eat 
British  colony,  either  federated  or  m  its 
present  form.  Hon.  Members  opposite 
seem  to  think  that  when  we  have  thrashed 
the  Boers  we  shall  be  able  to  change  them 
from  free  citizens  into  loyal  subjects. 
People  who  say  that  do  not  know  the 
history  of  South  Africa;  they  know 
nothing  about  the  people.  They  are  not 
of  the  Celtic  race:  they  are  the  most 
stubborn  people  on  the  face  of  (rod's 
earth.  Their  forefathers  fought  as  great 
an  Empire  as  the  British,  with  odds 
against  them  just  as  great.  They  were 
defeated  again  and  again,  as  I  believe  you 
will  be  able  to  defeat  them.  This  is  our 
fourth  Boer  war.  It  will  not  be  the  last 
if  you  settle  it  on  the  basis  of  converting 
these  free  citizens  into  unwilling  subjects. 
AVhat  reasons  are  we  to  give  for  the 
course  we  are  taking  1  There  has  already 
been  a  great  deal  of  nusrewesentation,  but 
we  must,  as  the  Goloniid  Secretary  recog- 
nises, give  some  reason  for  destro3ring 
these  two  sovereign  independent  States. 
I  call  them  sovereign  independent  States 
deliberately  :  I  say  there  is  no  difference 
in  international  law  between  them  atid 
the  free  States  of  North  and  South 
America.  The  Orange  Free  State 
attended  the  Hague  Conference  in  the 
same  way  as  the  American  Republic,  as 
Belgium,  and  as  Russia.  Is  not  Russia 
a  sovereign  free  State  1  Yet  yoa  extorted 
from  her  the  right  of  having  her  own  ships: 
in  her  own  waters. 

Mb.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis):. 
No. 

*Dr.  CLARK :  The  Bkck  Sea  belongs- 

to  Russia. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  Several 
countries  own  the  Black  Sea. 

*Dr.  CLARK  :  I  am  speaking  generally.. 
Russia  owns  a  large  portion  of  it,  and 
you  took  away  from  her  the  right  to  have 
her  warships  in  her  own  waters.  The 
sole  right  you  have  in  South  Africa  is. 
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the  right  of  veto  which  they  conceded  to  i 
you,  and  they  no  more  lost  their  status  ' 
as  sovereign  independent  States  by  con- 1 
ceding  that  to  you  than  we  have  lost  our 
status  by  [giving  special  preference  for  trade  ; 
or  any  purpose  whatever  to  any  other  ; 
State.  Why  are  we  going  to  destroy 
these  two  nations  ?  The  Colonial  Secre- 
tary casts  doubt  on  their  right  to  claim  | 
to  be  Bover^gn  independent  States.  We  i 
occupied  South  Africa,  and  ^ve  did  it  in  : 
order  to  prevent  the  French  doing  so. 
In  1814  we  bou^t  from  the  Duteh  a  | 
portion  of  their  possessions.  The  people  | 
objected,  and  in  twenty  years  the  great  i 
bulk  of  them  left  our  territory.  An 
jittempt  was  made  to  stop  the  Great  Trek, 
but  the  Attorney  General  of  the  day 
declared  that  the  people  had  an  absolute 
right  to  go  from  British  dominions,  and  to 
form  a  State  for  themselves,  so  long  as 
iHey  went  beyond  our  territory.  They 
did  so,  and  they  started  their  Kepublic. 
We  have  had  four  wars  with  them.  In 
one  we  captured  Natal,  and  we  have  kept 
it.  In  our  second  war  we  captured  the 
Orange  Free  State,  and  after  holding  it 
for  six  years  we  almost  forced  the  people 
there  to  become  a  sovereign  independent 
State.  That  was  done  by  the  British  Gov- 
ernment. We  also  recognised  the  South 
African  Republics,  and  I  say  that  their 
atatus  in  international  law  is  exactly  the 
same  as  the  status  of  the  North  and 
.South  American  Republics.  What  is  the 
basis  of  your  interference  with  them 
now?  Why  should  you  crush  a 
native  free  State  1  Your  interference 
in  the  Transvaal  is  based  upon  the 
two  Conventions,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  one 
of  those  is  now  in  existence.  If  you  have  a 
suzerainty,  you  cannot  replace  it  by  a 
sovereignty.  It  may  be  argued  that  the 
4th  Article  of  the  Convention  of  1884 
does  create  a  kind  of  suzerainty,  but  I 
cannot  admit  that  that  is  a  fair  interpre- 
tation. But  did  the  Boera  ever  consent  to 
the  1881  Convention?  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  sa^  we  can  no  longer  permit 
them  to  remain  an  independent  State  be- 
cause by  their  bad  faith  they  have  made 
it  impossible  for  us  to  live  with  them  in 
South  Africa.  The  first  act  of  bad  faith 
WAS  in  1881,  when  the  Boers  tried  to 
break  away  from  the  Convention.  But 
what  really  happened  then  was  that  a  pre- 
liminary peace  having  been  eaublished,  a 
Convention  was  drafted  by  three  High 
Commissioners,  who  with  some  difficulty 
•obtained  the  signature    of    the  Boer 
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triumvirate ;  but  the  Convention  was  to 
be  ratified  within  three  months  by  the 

Volksraad.  The  Volksraad  refused  to 
ratify  it,  and  instructed  agents  to  com- 
mence negotiations  (le  novo.  They  com- 
plained that  Great  Britain  took  greater 
powers  under  the  suzerainty  than  under 
sovereignty,  and  they  refused  to  ratify 
the  Convention.  Yet  we  are  told  the 
Boers  are  guilty  of  bad  faith.  They  never 
acknowledged  your  right  in  the  first  in- 
stance, but  it  was  said  by  Lord  Kimberley, 
"  Oh,  give  the  thing  a  trial,"  and  they  gave 
it  a  provisional  trial.  Then  in  1884  they 
met  Lord  Derby,  and  in  order  to  get  ri^ 
of  the  suzerainty  and  all  control  by  Great 
Britain  they  gave  up  the  whole  of  the 
western  border,  and  now  we  are  told  

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  Thi> 
appears  to  relate  more  to  the  Amend- 
ment already  disposed  of.  The  hon. 
Member  is  going  into  the  whole  history 
of  the  Transvaal.  The  question  before 
the  House  now  is  whether  the  war  should 
go  on  or  not. 

*Dr.  CLARK :  Perhaps  I  have  gone 
rather  too  much  into  detail.  1  was 
trying  to  rebut  the  argument  of  the 

Colonial  Secretary. 

*Ma  SPEAKER :  A  different  question 
was  then  before  the  House. 

^Dr.  CLARK :  The  question  we  art* 
discussing  now  is  whether  we  will  end  the 
war  on  the  basis  of  independence  of  the 
two  Republics,  and  I  take  it  that  this 
subject  underlies  the  whole  discussicHi. 
If  we  recognise  the  independence  of 
these  States,  war  will  at  once  cease.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  has  said  we  cannot  do 
that,  but  must  take  steps  to  prevent  in 
South  Africa  what  will  milit«te  against 
the  predominaaoe  of  Great  Britain.  iSn* 
long  as  you  have  those  two  States  you 
cannot  have  predominance,  and  thM  is 
the  problem  which  the  present  war  is 
trying  to  solve,  and  which  I  do  not  think 
it  wiU  determine.  I  am  trying  to  rebut 
that  argument  of  the  Colonial  Secretary, 
and  show  that  there  has  been  no  bad 
faith  on  the  part  of  the  3oers.  The  richt 
hon.  Gentleman  gave  three  reasons  lor 
this  war— bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the 
Boers  immediately  after  signing  the  C<m- 
vention  

•Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order !  The 
hon.  Member  will  be  out  of  order  in  dis- 
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cu38ing  any  negotiations  which  took  place 
before  the  war. 

•Dr.  CLARK  :  Very  well,  Sir;  I  think 
there  is  no  proof  that  any  convention  or 
treaty  has  ever  been  broken  by  either  of 
those  Stat^  tmd  one  great  reason  why 
we  should  end  this  war  is  because  of  the  ! 
)>ad  faith,  not  of  the  Boers,  but  of  the 
British.     The  right   hon.   Gentleman ' 
the  Leader  of  the  House  said  at  any 
rate  the  Orange  Free  State  had  no 
complaint  against  Great  Britain.     He  i 
evidently  has  not  read  the  controversy  j 
in  the  Nineteenth  Century^  or  he  would  | 
kuow  that  the  Orange  Free  State  had  I 
good  cause  tor  compUunt.     There  was  j 
the   stealing    of    the    diamond  fields  I 
from  the   Free  State,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  X90,000  which  was  given  to  I 
the  Free  State  for  them.    Had  he  read  < 
that   discussion   he  would  have  been ; 
rtble  to  see  why  the  Free  State  was  fight- ! 
ing.    The  Boer  States  have  carried  out  | 
faithfully  their  obligations,  and  the  blame 
of  broken  treaties  lies,  not  with  them,  ' 
but  with  the  British.    This  is  the  fourth  i 
war  we  have  had  in  order  to  arrive  at  a 
permanent  settlement.    In  my  belief  the 
only  way  in  which  we  shall  obtain  a  per- 
manent settlement  will  be  a  policy  on  the 
lines  of  this  Amendment.  You  have  tried 
the  Celonial  Secretary's  policy  in  Ireland 
for  700  years,  and  to-day  you  have  had  a 
lesson  from  which  you  may  learn  if  you  ; 
will.  If  you  continue  this  war  with  the  idea 
of  crushing  absolutely  these  little  States  I ' 
believe  you  will  fail.    At  the  same  time,  I 
I  do  press  this  House  and  the  country  to  ! 
carry  this  Amendment,  and  put  an  end  I 
to  the  war  on  lines  honourable  idike  to ' 
the  Boers  and  British,  and  so  secure  that ' 
frientUy  feeling  lietween  these  races  so  \ 
necessary  for  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  ' 
•South  Xfrica. 

♦Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  As  we  left  the  j 
House  last  night  in  consequence  of  a  : 
resolution  of  our  party  declining  to  take  ' 
any   side  between  the   British  parties  | 
upon  an  Amendment  with  which  we  had  : 
no  sympathy,  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  West  Belfast  cried  out  after  \ 
us  in  derision,  "  There  go  the  Clan- 
narGael ! "   That  expression,  intended  as 
an  insult,  we  take  as  a  complimeat.  It 
sums  up  the  position  taken  br  the  Irish 
party  in  regard  to  the  past  debate.  No 
unc,  I  think,  Sir,  is  entitled  to  complain 
that  in  discussing  a  question  of  this  kind  ; 


the  condition  and  prospects  of  Ireland 
should  first  engage  our  thoughts.  For 
myself  I  dislike  very  much  entering  into 
any  debate  that  is  not  concerned  with 
Ireland.  I  have  no  Imperial  soul. 
As  I  was  born,  so  I  will  remain  a 
parish  politician.  I  am  concerned  first  of 
all  with  my  own  country,  its  privations 
and  misfortunes  and  struggles ;  conse- 
quently no  one  can  complain  that  in  deal- 
ing with  the  Tranavaial  we  see  in  the  vast 
distance  the  figure  and  the  form  of  Irish 
nationality.  Now,  Sir,  as  to  this  Amend- 
ment, I  confess  that  the  note  which 
has  struck  me  in  the  course  of  the 
late  debate  as  the  most  remarkable,  in 
exposure  of  the  British  mind,  was  the 
phrase  which  dropped  from  the  First 
Lord,  in,  I  think,  his  opening  address, 
when  he  said  that  the  conduct  of  the  Free 
State  was  "idiotic."  I  think  one  will 
acquire  from  it  some  illumination  of  the 
English  mind,  and  the  English  point  of 
view  as  to  this  war  when  such  a  man 
could  employ  such  an  extraordinary 
ejaculation.  Do  Englishmen  think  that 
ties  of  brotherhood,  kinship,  language, 
and  race  are  idiotic  ?  Why,  then,  is  it 
strange  to  see  one  Afrikander,  one  Dutch- 
man holding  out  the  hand  of  comrade- 
ship and  the  rifle  of  salvation  to  another. 
Yet  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  could 
find  no  other  definition  of  a  character 
like  that  than  that  of  an  idiot,  and  he 
lays  down  the  principle  that  these  Free 
Staters  must  be  afilicted  with  imbecility, 
and  be  actuated  by  the  ties  and  impulses  of 
blood  and  kinship,  although,  indeed,  they 
were  also  bound  by  treaty  with  the  Trans- 
vaal, and  are  impliedly  called  "  idiots  " 
for  not  breaking  it.  Yet  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  same  breath 
and  at  the  same  moment  hails  with 
acclaim,  and  with  wondering  surprise  and 
admiration,  the  fact  that  when  the  British 
drum  beat  sounded,  your  own  distant 
cclonies  have  come  to  your  assistance. 
And  this  is  British  statesmanship.  It  is 
deemed  idiotic  that  the  Free  State  should 
go  to  the  assistance  of  its  brother  acro-sti 
the  border ;  whereas  it  is  the  highest 
patriotism,  the  noblest  deed  of  loyalty 
and  devotion  for  distant  New  Zealand 
and  Australia  to  rush  into  the  breach  to 
the  aid  of  the  British  in  South  Africa. 
Sir,  if  you  wish  to  into  the  interior 
tabernacle  of  the  British  mind  you  must 
take  that  sad  illustration  I  have  just  given 
you  from  the  speech  of  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  as  the  key  to  its  recesses. 
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We  are  here  to-day  to  consider  on 
this  Amendment  what  policy  you 
will  adopt  during  the  urar,  and  what 
policy  you  should  ad(^  when  the  war  is 
over ;  but  we  know  in  advance  that  our 
voices  and  our  expressions  will  fall  on 
deaf  ears,  and  yet  is  there  no  lesson  for 
the  Tory  party  to  learn  in  this  fact  that 
whether  the  inception  of  this  war  dates 
from  Majuba  or  from  October  last,  it  is 
brought  about  by  the  Liberal  Unionists  ? 
Do  you  hear  no  warning  voice  in  this, 
that  if  you  pursue  towards  the  Transvaal 
and  the  Free  State  a  policy  founded'  on 
the  doctrines  of  Liberal  Unionism,  ijb  will 
land  you  in  the  same  mess  as  it  has 
landed  you  in  Irehmd  ?  I  think,  Sir, 
that  the  Irish  may  well  say  that 
the  defeat  of  the  Home  Rule 
Bill  was  avenged  at  Spion  Kop. 
The  Tory  party  proper  have  had  nothing 
whatever  to  do  with  this  war,  and  they 
will  have  nothing  to  do  with  this  settle- 
ment. You  ancient  gentlemen  of  Eng- 
land will  be  excluded,  and  all  the  clauses 
and  articles  of  the  arrangement  will  be 
signed,  sealed,  and  delivered  between  the 
Unionists  at  the  Colonial  Office  and  the 
Unionists  at  the  Cape — Ch«nberlain, 
Milner  and  Co.  This  war  has  been  made, 
and  the  settlement  is  to  be  made,  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  declared  yes- 
terday, in  answer  to  an  interruption,  and 
when  twitted  by  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Member  for  East  Fife  with  the 
suggestion  how  much  he  would  enjoy  the 
task,  if  he  could,  of  editing  his  speeches 
and  he  declared  that  he  would  not  alter 
one  word  of  tiiem.  That  is  to  say, 
of  course,  not  one  word  since  1894. 
There  are  three  members  of  the  Liberal 
Unionist  party  in  the  Cabinet  to<Lay ; 
there  were  three  in  the  Cabinet  of  Majuba. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Colonial 
Secretary  was  himself  leader  of  the 
Majuban  host ;  the  Duke  of  Devonshire 
was,  I  will  not  say  his  aide-de-camp,  but 
at  all  events  he  was  his  disciple.  The 
noble  Duke  once  excused  himself  for  some 
inconsistency  by  explaining  that  his 
"  financial  conscience  "  was  in  Mr.  Glad- 
stone's keeping,  but  who  kept  his  warlike 
conscience  in  1881 1  Loid  James  and 
another  distinguished  member  of  the 
Unionist  party  were  answerable  Ua  the 
Treaty  of  Majuba.  They  are  all  to- 
day the  presiding  geniuses  of  this 
war,  and  will  preside  when  the  terms 
of  settlement  come  to  be  made  in 
the  Transvaal,  the  Tory  party  lying  out- 

Mr.  T  M.  Healy. 


side  the  breastworks.  I  think  we  have 
had  a  very  considerable  revenge  for  1886. 
And  it  is  a  remarkable  fact  wat  now,  in 
1900,  we  hear  exactly  the  same  platati^es 
about  Africa  which  we  then  heard  about 
Ireland :  "  Twenty  years  of  firm  and  reso- 
lute government "  and  "  an  unlimited 
secret  service,"  and  that  by  the  joint 
effect  of  these  two  operative  causes,  in  a 
brief  time  the  two  opposing  races  will  be- 
come mingled  in  a  common  blend,  and  will 
stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  in  defence  of 
the  Empire.  How  utterly  history  con- 
tradicts this,  not  merely  our  version  of 
history,  but  the  Tory  version  of  history 
as  we  understand  it  in  Ireland  !  Spion 
Kop  was  only  yesterday,  but  who  gets  up 
celebrations  in  Ireland  of  the  Battle  of  the 
Boyne  %  Who  is  it  that  sports  sashes,  at 
the  annual  "  closing  of  the  ^tes "  of 
Derry  1  Yet  you  think  the  Boers  will 
be  more  likely  to  forget  their  triumphs 
than  your  own  "garrison"  in  Irehuid. 
We  are  dealing  with  a  race  who, 
at  the  present  time,  have  only  two 
feast  days  in  their  calendar — Dingaan's 
Day  and  Majuba  Day.  You  have  now 
given  them  Buller's  Etoy,  Methuen's  Day, 
Gatacre's  Day,  Yule's  £^y,  Warren's  Day, 
and  Symona'  Day.    [Cries  of  "  Shame  !  ^ 

*Mr. SPEAKER:  Onier,  order  !  Cries 
of  "  Shame  "  are  out  of  order. 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  There  is  no  man 
in  the  House  who  has  a  greater  respect 
than  I  have  for  the  memory  of  GrenenJ 
Symons.  One  of  the  noblest  and  most 
touching  incidents  of  the  war  is  the  corre- 
spondence which  passed  between  General 
Symons  in  his  dyme  moments  and 
mer  commander.  It  was  an  qwode 
worthy  of  both  sides,  and  the  <mly  touch 
of  unworthiness  in  it  was  the  action  of 
the  English  in  turning  their  backs  on  their 
djring  general 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) ;  WTiy  do  you  not  cry  "  Shame  "  now  1 

•Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  waa  saying  that, 
dealing  with  people  with  these  stubborn 
memories,  we  have  now  given  them  a 
long  list  of  further  celebrations,  and  do 
you  think,  from  your  ptnnt  of  view, 
whose  chief  glory  in  Ireland  is  to  celebrate 
the  Battle  of  the  Bojme,  and  Derry.  and 
Aughrim,  that  these  tenacious  Dutch- 
men will  not  keep  up  all  these  days, 
especially  if  they  add  to  them  AVhite's 
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Day  or  perhaps  a  day  of  Kitchener  1 
How  can  you,  in  approaching  this  ques- 
tion of  a  settlement  from  any  reasonable 
pt^nt  of  view,  suppose  that  you  (»n 
«3ctiipate  from  the  Dutch  heart  that 
which  you  are  unable  to  expel  from  your 
own  ?   The  most  eloquent  speeches  that 
were  made  against  us  six  or  ten  years  ago 
were  those  of  the  Colonial  Secretary  when 
he  asked,  "  Are  you  going  to  desert  the 
loyal  minority  whom  you  settled  in  that 
country,  who  fought  with  such  vehemence 
at  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne,  Aughrim,  and 
Derry  t "    These  were  the  speeches  that 
were  made  at  that  time,  when  we  were 
reminded  of  your  "Dutch  Deliverer," 
and    to-day,    I    say,    we   hare  our 
FcveD^.     It  would  not  be  human  in 
us    if  we    did    not    regard  as  the 
worst  heritage  of  Tory  policy,  and  as 
the  greatest  infliction  on  a  party  which 
at   aU   events  boasted  of  a  love  for 
liberty  and  tnith,  that  they  should  have 
^ot    themselves    into    this  impasse, 
into   this    mess,    into    this  disgrace, 
by    the    action,    statesmanship,  and 
policy  of  the  persecutors  of  Ireland. 
A  compliment  was  paid,  and  I  think 
juatly,  to  Lord  Salisbury  the  other  day  i 
by  a  distinguished  nieaker  on  his  own  I 
aide,  and  I  do  teust  that  when  the  terms  i 
of  settlement  come  to  be  arrangol  with  i 
the  Dutch  people — if  you  ever  get  to  that ; 
stage  (I  am  not  a   prophet) — personal ' 
feeling,    the  suggestion    of  individual  1 
revenge,  the  cratte  of  "  crooked  states- 1 
manship "  will  be  laid  aside,  and  that ' 
some  man  who  is  not  always  boasting  of 
Imperialism  with  his  lips,  but  who  has ' 
it  in  the  recesses  of  his  breast,  will  for ' 
the  sake  of  your  own  domestic  peace  ar- ' 
lungB  ^e  terms  and  clauses  of  the  treaty. 
But  is  your  ultimate  triumph  so  certain  1  < 
It  seems  to  be  in  the  minds  of  some 
Englishmen  that  the  Almighty  has  given  i 
them  a  lease  for  ever  of  the  universe,  and  : 
they  treat  any  reverse  which  arises  as  a 
sort  of  breach  of  the  covenant  for  quiet ' 
enjoyment.    For  all  through  this  debate,  ; 
and  all  through  your  newspaper  press,  ; 
when  you  are  arranging  where  the  Boers  i 
will  make  their  last  stand — it  is  dotted  ^ 
out  on  the  map — how  long  the  siege  of  j 
Pretoria  will  take,  and  whether  the  divi-  < 
dends  of  the  Goldfields  Deferred  will  be 
15  or  45  after  the  war,  you  seem  to  leave  , 
the  Almighty  out  of  the  process ;  He  ] 
does  not  enter  into  your  calculations. 
I  admit   that  at  this   very  moment,  t 
while  one  great  Protestant  nation  is  • 
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slaughtering  another  great  Protestant 
nation,  you  are  sending  out  missionaries 
to  the  heathen  in  Africa  to  teach  them 
how  these  Christiaiis  loveoneimother.  This, 
no  doubt,  must  greatly  edify  the  blacks. 
Is  there  no  warning  for  you  from  his- 
tory ?  Is  there  no  warning  for  you  from 
Ireland  1  Do  y»ur  colonies  give  you  no 
warning  1  You  boast  of  the  bonds  between 
the  colonies  and  yourselves,  and  we 
heard  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
re-echoing  the  Colonial  Secretary 
and  rejoicing  at  the  support  of  the 
colonies,  your  great  self-ruling  com- 
munities, and  at  how  they  had  rallied 
to  your  trun^t  call.  All  these  thin^ 
have  no  wammg  for  you,  for  actually  m 
the  name  o!  freedom  and  self  goremmoit 
you  declare  that  you  will  wipe  out  in  blood 
the  independence  of  these  two  peoples. 
If  we  are  to  believe  the  doctrine  of 
Napoleon  that  Providence  is  always  on 
the  side  of  the  best  artillery,  you  wilt  suc- 
ceed. But  I  do  not  think  that  Gtod  is 
going  to  be  always  English.  Greater 
empires  than  yours  have  passed 
away  and  perished.  And  as  to  the 
thr^  that  by  our  attitude  on  this 
war  we  have  woven  the  windii^- 
sheet  of  Home  Bule,  I  answer,  "llAy 
brothers,  we  can  wfut."  We  are  not 
tired;  we  will  carry  on  the  cause.  A 
successful  issue  may  not  be  achieved  in 
our  time  ;  it  may  not  be  in  our  children's 
time but  the  same  tenacity  that  the 
Irish  race  have  shown  through  all  these 
centuries  will  continue.  Never  will  you 
make  Ireland  a  British  hinterland.  Even 
from  your  benches  to-day  two  voices  are 
heard.  Oire  voice  says,  "  In  sympathising 
and  actively  ohowing  your  sympathy  with 
these  people  and  your  determination  that 
peace  shall  be  concluded  with  them  on  an 
honourable  basis,  you  are  forfeiting  the 
sympathies  of  England  and  destroying 
the  chances  of  Home  Rule."  That  is  one 
argument.  The  other  argument  we  have 
heard  to-day,  that  we  do  not  represent 
Ireland  at  all  —  that  whereas  the 
hrcM'ers  and  distillers  of  Ireland  have 
sent  out  a  hospital  train  and  subscribed 
£10,000,  the  poor  and  lowly  have  only 
subscribed  £300  for  the  Boers.  If  you 
bring  everything  to  the  test  of  £  a.  d.  we 
are  nowhere  at  all.  I  grant  you  that.  I 
heard  a  poor  man,  whose  son  is  at  the 
front,  the  other  day  give  expression  to 
this  sentiment ;  '*  My  son,"  said  he,  "  is 
fighting  for  the  Engttsh  in  Africa,  but  I 
would  rather  hear  of  his  death  than  of  an 
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English  victory."  That  is  unaccountable  >  with  having  been  the  author  of  that 
to  you ;  we  are  unaccountable  to  you,  j  settlement,  and  who  now  declare  that  in 
anci  you  are  prepared  and  detennined — I  the  next  peace  treaty  there  is  to  be  no  hint 
know  it — ^you  make  no  secret  of  it — that '  of  Itfojara,  little  r^Secfe  opon  the  positioa 
so  IcHig  as  you  can  rule  over  us  with  the  |  oE  Africa  and  of  Kogland  in  Fetmiary, 
arm     oppression  so  long  will  you  do  so  \  1881.    You  bad  st  that  time  there  six 


without  ruth  or  regret.  The  Colonial 
Secretary  the  other  day  was  taunted  with 
the  fact  that  he  could  have  made  a  settle- 
ment with  the  Boers  if  he  would  consent 
to  submit  the  matter  to  arbitration.  He 
was  taunted  with  the  fact  that  at  the 
[Momfontein  Conference  he  could  have 
made  a  settlement  if  he  would  give  a 
^puraotee  that  he  would  make  no  further 
intOTventiim.  But  he  would  not,  because, 
he  sud,  "  we  could  not  break  oar  word." 
Seeing  that  you  have  broken  other  Con- 
A'entions  again  and  again,  was  not  this 
fqueamishness  excessive  1  Why  should 
you  not  break  your  word  for  the  fifteenth 
time  t  You  made  treaties  with  us.  I 
will  not  allude  to  the  Treaty  of  Limerick, 
because  that  was  a  treaty  between  armies 
in  the  field,  which  you  would  not  suffer 
your  Dutch  Deliverer  to  keep.  You  made 
a  treaty  of  Union ;  you  did  not  keep  it. 
This  House  made  a  solemn  treaty  with 
Ireland,  of  which  I  will  read  one  sentence, 
in  the  Engfa'sh  Act  ai  Renunciation  in 
1783— 

"  Be  it  enacted  that  the  said  right  claimed  by 
the  people  of  Ireland  to  be  bottnu  onl^  by  laws 
ena^Mi  by  His  Majesty  in  the  Parliament  of 
Ireland  in  all  casen  whatever  and  to  bate  all 
actions  and  suite  at  law  and  equity  which  ma^ 
be  institnted  in  that  Kiogdom  decided  in  His 
Majesty's  Courts  of  Law  without  appeal  froni  , 
thence  ttball  be  and  w  hereby  declued  to  be  i 
established  and  ascertained  for  ever,  and  shall  j 
at  no  time  hereafter  be  questioned."  ) 

Seventeen  years  Uter  you  bribed  i 
your  way  to  the  Act  of  Union.  [ 
You  broke  three  treaties  with  us  in  two 
centuries,  and  you  could  easily  have 
broken  another  with  the  Boers.  No 
nation  can  ever  depend  or  will  ever 
depend  on  the  honour  of  England.  In 
saying  that,  perhaps  I  shouB  add  this 
qualification— so  long  as  statesmanship 
of  the  type  which  now  reigns  at  the 
Colonial  Office,  the  statesmanship  of  the 
Stock  Exchange,  prevails  in  the  mind 


or  seven  regimentsy  scarcely  a  good  regi- 
ment among  them^  composed,  some 
them,  of  raw  recruit*  from  Whitechapel, 
men  who  would  not  stuid  fire.  I  am  not 
throwing  discredit  upon  the  bravery  of 
the  British  Army  taken  as  a  whole,  be- 
cause that  surely  is  beyond  question.  I 
am  dealing  with  the  material  that  that 
statesman  had  at  the  moment,  without 
railways  in  that  country,  far  from  inns- 
port,  oppressed  at  that  time,  1880-81, 
with  troubles  piled  up  for  him  in  Bui- 
garia  and  Armenia  by  the  statesmanship 
of  Lord  Beaconsfield.  I  say  Uiat  instead 
of  being  taunted  as  his  memory  has  been,, 
if  Mr.  Grladstone  had  never  had  to  his 
name  anything  except  the  treaty  he  made 
with  the  Boers  after  Majuba,  his  action 
and  his  fame  would  serve  to  defend 
British  honour,  and  to  enlarge  the  British' 
name  for  magnanimity  when  your  broken 
treaties  and  vour  treacheries  might  well 
make  you  bicie  your  heads.  We  are  told 
that  you  have  gone  to  war  to  get  the 
franchise  from  the  Boeis.  You  have 
gone  to  war  for  the  franchise,  and 
yet  the  first  act  of  the  Tory  Lord 
Lieutenant,  on  taking  office  in  Ireland,  was 
to  move  the  House  of  Lords  to  reject  the 
Irish  Municipal  Franchise  Bill.  We  are 
told  that  the  Uitlanders  were  overtaxed, 
and  that  you  were  entitled  to  go  to  war 
on  the  question  of  taxation.  But  the 
Uitlanders  had  no  treaty  with  the  Boers. 
We  had  a  'Treaty  of  union  with  you. 
You  made  ^  part  of  the  Treaty  of  Union 
that  Ireluid  was  to  be  entitled  to  exemp- 
tions and  abatements.  But  now  we  are 
to  be  crushed  with  war  taxes,  in  order 
that  mora  Grcrraan  Jews  may  have  honsea 
in  Park  Lane.  Why  should  we  not  be 
against  this  war  1  Why  should  we  not 
be  in  favour  of  an  immediate  peace  1 
Some  English  interests  may  benefit  by 
this  war.    Your  ships,  your  foodstufi^ 

 ^   _„   your  armaments — I  can  well  understand 

and  spirit  of  your  countrymen.    In  this  Birmingham  and  Sheffield  being  in  favour 


matter  may  I  say  one  word  in  vindica- 
tion— I  have  no  right  or  claim  to  do  so — 
of  the  statesmanship  of  Mr.  Gladstone. 
It  was  directed  alike  and  almost  at  the 
same  time  to  thib  trouble  across  the 
channel  and  across  the  seas.  Those  who 
talk  about  Majuba  Hill  and  taunt  him 

Mr.  T.  M.  Sealif. 


of  the  war.  I  can  w^  understand  tJiose 
who  run  cordite  mannfaotories  refusing  to' 
re-echo  the  cry,  "  Blessed  are  the  meek," 
and  refusing  to  join  in  that  other 
blesrang  in  favour  of  the  peacemakers. 
But  what  is  the  petition  of  Ireland, 
our  wretched  country  —  for  you  have 


Digitized  by 


Google 


865       Address  in  Answer  to      {7  February  1900}     ihe  Queen's  Speedi. 


made  it  wretched ;  you  have  destroyed 
our  manufacturos,  and  you  are  emigrating 
our  people  —  what  is  our  position 
to-day  1  The  more  our  population  sinks 
the  higher  our  taxes  rise.  Knglish  taxes 
have  gone  down  per  head  on  a  declining 
scale  since  the  Union ;  Irish  taxes  have 
risen  in  the  other  {nroportion.  What 
have  we  to  gain  by  this  war  f  You  do 
not  buy  in  Ireland  if  you  can  help  it ;  you 
do  not  expend  the  price  of  a  percussion 
cap.  I  beard  a  story  the  other  day  about 
yonr  war  supplies  which  is  worth  telling 
at  a  time  when  you  are  importing  foreign 
meat,  foreign  wheat,  and  foreign  emperors 
to  sustain  you.  For  ten  years  you 
were  paying  the  Dublin  Tramway  Com- 
pany, under  some  system  of  war  arrange- 
ment which  I  do  not  profess  to  under- 
stand, £600  a  year  for  the  option  of 
taking  their  horses — a  pretty  good  bargain 
for  the  tramway  company.  You  wanted 
horses,  as  I  understand,  six-year-olds, 
that  is,  fairly  good  working  horses,  and 
vour  price  was  £65  per  horse.  The 
Ihiblin  trams  have  just  been  electrised, 
and  thu  4,000  or  5,000  horses  th^  had 
were  suddenly  thrown  out  of  work.  The 
Dublin  Tramway  Company,  as  they  had 
been  getting  X600  a  year  for  nothing 
from  the  British,  wrote  over  to  say, 
"  You  are  giving  £65  to  London  bus- 
drivers  for  Mises ;  we  will  give  you  the 
pick  of  our  horses  for  £30  apiece."  The 
War  Office  wrote  over  to  say  they 
were  not  having  any  such  horses,  although 
London  tram  managers  are  complaining 
that  their  stables  are  denuded  by  the  war. 
The  only  thing  Irish  the  Government  want 
are  Irish  fools.  We  have  heard  a  good 
deal  of  praise  of  the  Irishmen  at  the  front. 
I  read  a  message  the  other  day  from 
Mr.  Winston  Churchill,  the  honoured 
son  of  an  honoured  father,  who  in 
this  House  never  showed  us  anything 
but  kindness.  I  read  his  description  of 
an  Irish  regiment  at  Spion  Kop — 

"The  Irish  regiment  was  exposed  to  an 
annoying  croxs  fire  from  Creuzot  and  Maxim 
dheil  guns.    The  casualties  were,  however, 
aliifht— abunt  a  dozen  np  to  noon.    The  de- 
meanour of  the  touops  under  this  fiie^whioh 
they  Uave  now  borne  paeeively  for  three  days  I 
— h»->  been  most  admirable.   The  qoality  of  | 
the  private  soldiert  is  wonderful.    During  the 
morning  I  visiied  the  Irish  infantry,  remain-  | 
ing  half  a<i  hour,  in  which  time  eleven  sheila 
discharged  from  a  Maxim  shell  gun  exploded 
in  a  place  where  the  sheltering  suldters  were 
amoluug  and  playing  catils  or  »leeping,  utterly 
wunovod.    Tliey  are  BtUl  the  finest  infantty 
in  the  worid— cheery,  dignified,  magnificent. 
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Most  En^ish  pipers  copied  that  from 
the  Mmiinff  Pok.    It  had  put  the 

Morning  Post  to  some  expense  to 
telegraph  that  message,  and  even  to  tele- 
graph the  word  "  Irish,"  I  suppose,  must 
have  cost  them  half-a-sovereign.  But  the 
papers  which  copied  that  message  nearly 
all  omitted  the  word  "  Irish."  It  was  a 
British  economy  of  type-setting.  If  it  be 
true,  as  the  hon.  Member  for  West  Bel- 
fast said  when  we  were  asking  why  Irish 
militia  re^ments  were  witl^rawn  from 
Ireland — me  hon.  Gentleman,  wiUi  his 
soul  full  of'  1688,  and  charged  with 
memories  of  the  Boyne,  said,  "Because 
they  were  rebels." 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 

S.) :  He  never  said  that. 

♦Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY:  That  is  his 
correction.  I  should  have  said  South 
Belfast,  not  West.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  most  anxious  that  I  should  associate 
the  name  of  South  Belfast  with  that 

Mr.  WILLUM  JOHNSTON :  I  wish 
to  do  justice  to  my  colleague. 

♦Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  These  are  the 
people  you  want  to  put  over  the  Dutch  in 
South  Africa.  You  want  a  settlement. 
You  want  the  two  races  to  mingle  hand 
in  hand  waving  the  Union  Jack  and  sing- 
ing "Kide  Britannia,"  and  you  would  put 
in  ascendency  over  the  Dutch  such  men  as 
have  made  their  ascendency  in  Ireland 
hateful,  and  who  call  your  own  Irish 
8ol<UeT8  "rebels.'*  What  wonder,  then, 
if  there  is  disaffection !  I  understand  the 
principles  of  Pirate  Smith  who  hoisted  his 
black  flag  at  Bristol  and  made  war  with 
all  and  sundry  for  the  sake  of  booty.  He 
had  not  a  Bible  on  board.  He  swore  by 
the  Jolly  Roger  and  not  by  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments. You  want  to  syndicate 
Christianity,  and  take  the  Twelve  Apostles 
into  your  limited  liability  company.  Then 
you  hold  up  your  hands  like  the  pharisee 
and  invite  other  nations  to  rejoice  that 
the  English  possess  such  virtues.  The 
Irish  people  are  a  feeble  folk,  and  the 
only  advantage  which  the  Irish  have  is 
that  we  are  able  to  contemplate  your 
virtues  at  close  quarters.  But  the  Dutch, 
you  see,  are  7,000  miles  away.  There- 
fore misunderstandings  may  crop  up 
between  you  and  the  Dutch.  They 
have   not    the   advantage  which  the 
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Irish  have  in  this  House  of  see- 
ing tho  British  constantly,  of  reading 
your  newspapers,  and  chanting  Rudyard 
Kipling;,  But  I  am  told  that  Kudyard 
Kipling  is  an  author  whom  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  translate  into  Dutch.  There- 
fore, I  am  inclined  to  doubt  the 
theory  that  in  the  furnace  of  this  war 
the  Afrikander  and  the  Briton  will  be 
fused  by  the  bloody  flux  of  battle. 
No,  we  are  here  to-day  to  testify  in 
the  name  and  for  the  cause  of  race 
nationality.  As  I  have  already  said, 
you  may  win.  All  your  calculations  are 
liased  upon  that.  If  you  win  you  will 
think  that  the  results  have  justified  your 
efibrts.  You  will  not  think  of  the  states- 
manship of  Qladatone;  who  held  that  there 
were  bounds  beyond  which  eiopire  diould 
not  go,  that  thero  were  limits  even  to 
British  strength,  and  that  by  excessive 
effort,  the  extensor  and  contractor 
muscles  of  even  the  British  right  arm 
might  tire.  You  disdain  Gladstonian 
Councils,  and  you  will  go  on  and  on 
and  on  in  so  far  as  time  and  circum- 
stances permit  you,  and  as  long  as  you 
are  successful  you  chant  hosannas  to  the 
glories  of  your  jingo  statesmen.  Is  this 
wisdom  1  By  what  means  do  you  hope 
to  keep  the  £anpire  you  have  got  1  By 
what  means  do  you  nope  to  conciliate  the 
races  which  yon  ^vem  1  Do  you  think 
the  excuses  on  which  you  annex  territory 
satisfy  anyone  but  yourselves  1 1  remember 
in  1879,  when  you  were  thinking  of 
armexing  Burma.  The  Tory  Government 
was  about  to  go  out,  but  nobody  knew 
that  in  India,  where  Ueuter's  telegrams 
are  the  great  adjunct  of  civilisation,  as 
anybody  who  turns  up  the  history  of 
that  time  will  see.  There  came  over 
sudddenly  one  day  a  tel^am  from 
Bansoon,  "King  Thebaw  is  drink- 
ing. I  do  not  think  the  hon. 
Buvnet  the  Member  for  Carlisle  was 
much  disturbed  at  that.  I  had  iftver 
heard  of  King  Thebaw  myself,  and  I  was  a 
little  more  surprised  when  I  read  the 
next  day,  "  The  king  is  drinking  still."  A 
week  elapsed,  and  then  came  a  telegram, 
**  King  Thebaw  has  murdered  his  mother- 
in-law  and  three  maiden  aunts."  Nothitig 
more  was  heard  for  two  days,  and  then 
there  arrived  another  tel^ram,  "  Thebaw 
is  drinking  still."  Shortly  after  this  there 
were  troops  on  the  frontier.  This  was 
something  like  the  Uitlanders'  grievance. 
But  before  righteousness  cot^  invade 
Burma  the  Beaconsfield   Ministry  fell, 
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and  another  five  years  elapsed  in 
which  Thebaw  and  his  misfortunes, 
his  want  of  temperance  and  the 
loss  of  his  maiden  aunts  were  entirely 
ignored  by  the  British  public.  In 
June,  1886,  a  most  appropriate  circum- 
stance occurred,  for  we  put  out  the  Glad- 
stone (iovemment  over  a  dispute  about 
the  whisky  tax,  and  within  a  week  Barcm 
Keuter  telegraphed  from  Burma,  "The- 
baw is  drinking  still,"  and  within  a 
month  or  two  after  that  you  made  war 
on  Burma  and  King  Thebaw  was  himself 
a  Uitlander.  Your  pretext  for  taking 
Johannesburg  is  just  the  same.  There, 
there  is  gold,  and  in  Burma  there  were 
rubies,  and  commercial  princi|dea  must 
triumph  over  backward  native  ways. 
Your  policy  is  a  policy  of  grab,  and  I  do 
think  it  is  pitiable  that  a  nation  whose 

aualities  are  great,  whose  courage  is  in- 
omitable,  whose  resources  are  endless, 
should  have,  at  this  day,  the  canker  nf 
corruption  eating  at  her  heai-t.  The 
principles  which  made  you  great  are  for- 
gotten. The  principles  which  make  the 
British  name  a  terror  are  repre- 
sented by  a  statue  of  Cromwell  outside 
Westminster  Hall.  You  put  up  that 
statue  to  the  memory  of  the  author  of  the 
massacre  of  Dro^eida  after  "quarter" 
had  been  promised  to  its  garria<m,  at 
the  ver^  moment  when  your  own  forces 
are  besieged  in  Ladjrsmith.  'UHiere  was 
your  historic  conscience  T  We  represent  a 
small  country  and  a  small  fraction  of  the 
Queen's  dominions,  but  we  have  memories 
and  we  have  hopes,  and  here  lift  up  the 
voice  of  that  country  in  protest  against 
your  policy,'  and  we  declare  that  the  men 
of  Ireland  will  never  join  you  in  any 
composition  of  wrong  or  of  injustice. 

*Me.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  have 
listened  with  much  pain  to  the  hon. 
Member  for  North  Louth.  His  sweches 
are  always  brilliant,  but  I  think  I  have 
rarely  heard  from  him  a  speech  charac- 
terised at  once  by  so  much  bitterness 
towards  this  country  delivered  within 
the  precincts  of  this  House ;  by  so  in- 
appropriate a  levi^,  producing  roars  of 
laughter  from  the  Irish  benches ;  and  by 
so  little  relevancy  and  regard  for  the 
seriousness  of  the  subject  under  discus- 
sion. When  I  heard  the  peals  of  laughter 
provoked  by  his  jokes  following  each 
other  with  great  rapidity,  it  seemed  to 
me  as  though  the  Irish  party  had  set 
itself    the    task  of    discrediting  this 
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House,  and  come  here  not  to  assist  in 
Parliamentary  work,  but  totfarowdiscredit 
upon  England  and  the  Parliament  of 
Kiigland  and  to  give  encouragement  to  the 
enemies  of  the  Empire.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Waterford  and  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Louth  himself  are  never  tired  of 
telling  us  that  they  are  a  small  and  insig- 
iiificantminority,  but  Iforonecannot  regard 
without  serious  misgiving  the  attitude 
which  they  have  taken  up  upon  this 
occasion.  I  congratulate  the  Irish  party 
upon  their  choice  of  a  leader  in  the  Member 
for  Waterford,  for  he  has,  in  my  opinion, 
improved  on  the  tone  of  the  speeches 
wluch  we  so  often  have  to  deplore  from 
the  benches  opposite.  He  has  lifted 
the  tone  of  debate  and  improved  the 
style  of  oratory,  and  as  we  heard  him 
those  of  us  who  are  most  anxious  to  do 
all  we  can  for  Ireland  did  cherish  the 
hope  that  perhaps  with  such  a  leader 
there  might  come  some  chance  of 
removing  those  bitter  feelings  which 
have  hithert')  existed.  With  regard 
to  the  Amendment  itself,  it  is  one  of  the 
greatest  possible  importance.  It  declares 
that  this  is  the  time  to  make  peace,  and 
it  declares  the  terms  of  that  peace.  But 
from  whom  does  this  advice  come  1  It 
comes  from  those  who  have  avowed  that 
their  main  purpose  is  hatred  of  England. 
Surely  that  throws  a  certain  amount  of 
suspicion  upon  the  advice  itself,  a  certain 
amount  of  improbability  over  the  theory 
that  this  advice  is  for  the  good  of  England, 
and  a  certain  amount  of  possibility  that  it 
may  be  intended  to  lure  tier  to  destruction. 
I  am  glad  to  know  that  tdl  Irishmen  do  not 
share  thishatred  of  En^nd,  and  that  there 
are  gallant  Irishmen  in  South  Africa  who 
are  spending  their  blood  in  defence  of  the 
United  Kingdom.  Even  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  is  an  Irishman.  With  what 
feelings  will  those  Irish  soldiers  and 
generals  read  the  account  of  this  debate, 
filled  with  jibes  and  jeers  and  laughter, 
and  embodying  to  them  this  message : 
that  they  should  cease  to  fight  for  the 
cause  which  they  are  fighting.  With 
what  feelings  will  they  receive  that 
message  t  Not  with  encouragement,  I 
think.  The  war,  as  I  have  said  again  and 
agun,  is  a  most  lamentable  war.  Even  if 
it  were  inevitable  I  should  have  wished 
and  striven  to  postpone  it  as  long  as 
possible.  I  deplore  it.  I  never  looked  for- 
ward with  confidence  to  the  prospects  it 
opened.  I  expected  reverses  and 
calamities,  and  I  have  seen  in  front  of  us 


prospects  of  the  very  greatest  dif^eulties 
and  even  of  calamities.  I  do,  however, 
declare  that  this  time  is  the  most  inap- 
propriate time  of  all  to  end  the  war. 
Where  do  we  stand?  Our  country  is 
invaded,  we  have  lost  10,000  men  killed, 
wounded,  and  prisoners,  and  have  not  yet 
repelled  the  invader.  We  are  under  the 
stress  of  reverses  unmatched  in  our  his- 
tory, for  reverses  of  this  kind  and  quality 
we  have  never  had  before.  Therfflore,  I 
say  of  all  moments  this  is  not  the  moment 
for  us  to  sue  for  peace.  Much  as  I  deplore 
this  war,  I  do  declare  for  myself,  and  I 
believe  for  many  sitting  around  me,  that 
rather  than  sue  for  peace,  at  this  moment 
and  under  these  circumstances,  I 
would  sell  the  shirt  from  off  my 
back  and  give  my  last  possession  to  carry 
on  the  war.  What  would  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  North  Louth  say  if  Ireland  were  in 
the  same  position  }  Suppose  Ireland  had 
been  invaded,  had  lost  10,000  soldiers, 
and  were  in  the  same  position  as  our 
South  African  colonies  1  I  know  be 
would  be  the  first  to  protest  against  the 
action  of  any  Irishman  who  proposed  to 
make  peace  with  the  enemy  at  that  time, 
and  under  those  conditions,  upon  any 
terms  whatever.  The  Member  for  Water- 
ford told  us  that  England  is  isolated.  It 
is  tnie  that  she  is  isolated,  but  notwith- 
standingthisIbelieveithatFrancestillenter- 
tains  friendly  feelings  towards  us.  There  is, 
however,  no  doubt  that  the  Powers  of 
Europe  are  closing  ominously  round  us  in 
various  directions.  No  doubt  there  is  an 
ominous  movement  of  Russia  towards  the 
Indian  frontier.  There  is  a  revival  oi  that 
ancient  and  notorious  movement  by 
which  Germany  has  long  sought  to 
bring  Holland  into  the  German  Empire. 
And  there  is  the  invariable,  secular, 
necessary  alliance,  always  existing 
though  not  always  avowed,  between 
Russia  and  Germany,  which  may 
before  long  be  turned  against  us.  We 
are  isolated,  but  is  that  a  reason  for 
making  peace  1  By  suing  for  peace  under 
the  stress  of  such  a  feeling  you  would  only 
add  to  your  isolation  and  to  the  hatred 
and  contempt  of  forei^  countries.  If 
you  want  to  provide  against  isolation  it  is 
at  any  rate  only  to  be  done  by  making 
good  your  own  claim  to  your  own  terri- 
tory, by  expelling  the  foe  from  the  land 
on  which  they  stand  now.  Then  alone 
you  will  be  able  to  deal  on  equal  terms 
with  foreign  nations.  This  argument 
is  one  of  the  strongest  against  even  a 
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suggestion  of  peace  at  this  moment.  It 
is  said  in  this  resolution  that  peace  shall 
be  made  on  the  terms  of  maintaining 
the  independence  of  the  Transvaal  and 
the  Orange  Free  State.  I  do  not  know 
that  the  independence  of  the  Transvaal 
was  threatened  before  the  war,  though 
now  it  is  quite  another  matter.  What 
the  end  of  Uiis  war  may  bring  we  do  not 
know,  for  who  can  tell  what  incidents 
may  occur  )  President  Kru^r  has  said 
that  before  this  war  ends  a  pnce  will  have 
to  be  paid  which  will  stagger  humanity. 
Suppose  then  that  some  awful,  horrible, 
unheard  of  event  such  as  has  never 
happened  before  in  history  should  occur  t 
Suppose  some  terrible  revenge  should  be 
taken  ?  Surely  that  would  change  the 
situation.  We  cannot  at  this  moment  com- 
mit ourselves  to  any  such  declaration  as 
that,  at  the  end  of  the  war,  the  fullest  inde 
pendence  will  be  granted.  I  have  always 
held  that  there  is  very  little  to 
be  gained  by  this  war,  and  have 
always  hoped  that  the  independence  of 
the  Transvaal  would  be  respected.  But 
at  a  moment  when  you  are  entirely  un- 
aware of  what  may  happen  it  is  abso- 
lutely impossible  to  pledge  yourselves 
to  the  future.  The  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  North  Louth  has  said  that  we 
should  send  out  a  man  who  will  be  com- 

rtent  to  make  good  terms  of  peace,  and 
agree  with  that  I  was  much  struck 
b^  the  su^estion  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  PlymouUi  that 
Lord  Bosebeiy  should  be  sent  out  for 
that  purpose.  I  believe  he  would  be  a 
very  good  man,  for  he  is  under  no  sus- 
picion of  stock  jobbing,  under  no 
suspicion  of  being  an  object  of  dislike 
to  the  Cape  Dutch  or  of  having  used 
offensive  language  to  or  concerning  them, 
and  he  is  therefore  to  that  extent 
specially  qualified  for  the  delicate  task 
CH  negotiating  terms  of  peace,  and  even  if 
he  did  displace  Sir  Alfred  Milner  he  has 
occupied  such  high  positions  in  the  State 
that  this  would  be  no  slight  to  that  | 
functionary.  There  is  one  other  subject  I 
co^ate  to  this  resolution.  Sir  Alfred  I 
Milner  has  issued  a  notice  declaring  in- 
valid all  transfers  of  Transvaal  property 
effected  by  the  Transvaal  Government 
during  the  war,  and  I  desire  to  know  how 
far  that  extends.  Does  Sir  Alfred  Milner 
assume  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
can  and  should  interfere  with  the  transfer 
of  property  of  foreign  subjects,  as  between 
French  and  German,  for  instance,  or  as 
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between  Boer  and  Boer,  or  betweMi 
Englishman  and  Boer?  I  can  hardly 
suppose  it,  but  to  my  mind  this 
notice  is  one  of  the  most  amazing  I  have 
ever  seen,  and  I  should  like  to  hear  some 
explanation  of  it  from  Her  Majesty's 
Government.  And  are  the  terms  of  this 
notice  to  be  made  part  of  the  terms  of 
peace!  I  do  not  know  whether  any 
Minister  on  the  front  bench  will  be  abte 
to  answer  that  question,  but  it  is  an  im- 
portant one,  and  should  be  answered. 
As  for  this  Amendment  on  which  we  are 
to  vote  to-night,  it  is  on  the  face  of  it 
little  less  than  an  absurdity.  This  is  not 
the  time  to  make  peace,  and  when  the 
time  does  come  you  cannot  now  say  that 
it  should  certainly  include  the  independ- 
ence of  the  Orange  Free  State  and  the 
Transvaal.  Were  it  not  for  the  frank 
expression  of  hatred  to  England  we  have 
heard  from  the  benches  opposite,  I  coiUd 
not  understand  the  proposition  being 
mooted  at  all,  but  certainly  when  our 
territory  is  in  the  possession  of  the  enenay, 
that  is  not  the  moment  when  England 
should  either  declare  or  feel  herself  ready 
to  treat  for  peace. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  -.  The  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn  said  this  is  an 
unfortunate  time  to  bring  forward  an 
Amendment  of  this  character.  He  also 
called  the  Amendment  an  absurdity. 
When  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  surest 
that  it  should  be  brought  forward  t  Is  it 
when  Pretoria  has  been  taken,  and  when 
thousands  of  lives  have  been  lost  on  both 
sides  in  this  conflict  ?  This  resolution 
possesses  the  great  merit  of  going  directly 
to  the  question,  which  is,  as  far  as  we  on 
these  benches,  and  not  a  few  hon.  Mem- 
bers above  the  gangway,  are  concerned, 
that  this  war  is  unjust  and  unnecessary, 
and  that  the  sooner  it  is  ended  the  better. 
The  whole  controversy,  according  to  the 
hon.  Grentloman  who  has  just  sat  down, 
turns  cn  the  independence  and  integrity 
of  the  two  South  African  Republics ;  btit 
the  Colonial  Secretary  takes  quite  a 
different  view,  and  notwithstanding  the 
Conventions  of  1881  and  1884,  declaree 
that  the  whole  controversy  turns  on  the 
question  of  British  supremacy  in  South 
Africa.  Now  it  would  have  been  thought 
that  when  the  abstruse  term  '*  suzerainty" 
was  got  rid  of  by  the  sanction  of  Parua- 
ment,  hon.  Memlbers  would  hear  no  more 
about  it;  but  "British  supremacy  "is  a  stUl 
more  sinister  phrase,  ami  when  the  Boers 
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-come  to  know  that  that  is  the  view  of  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  I  very  much  fear  it 
will  increase  the  mtensity  of  the  struggle 
by  forcing  on  them  the  conviction  that 
their  inaependence  is  aimed  at  and 
that  no  settlement  short  of  placing  them 
under  the  heel  of  this  country  will 
satisfy  the  elements  now  moving  the 
politics  of  this  ooxmtry.  The  question  of 
suzerainty  has  been  very  much  discussed 
during  these  debates,  but  it  cannot  be  too 
often  insisted  upon  that  it  is  the  pivot  on 
which  the  whole  controversy  turns.  I 
read  with  some  astonishment  a  speech 
made  by  Lord  Salisbury  in  the  House  of 
Lords. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
should  not  refer  to  a  speech  delivered  in 
the  House  of  Lords. 


To  any  man  not  carried  away  by  the 
dominant  spirit  of  aggressive  jingoism 
the  answer  to  tiiat  question  is  one  m  die 
greatest  importance..  Have  the  Boers 
violated  the  Convention  of  1884  or  not  ? 
No  such  allegation  has  been  made  during 
these  debates ;  not  in  one  valid  particular . 
have  the  Boers  violated  that  Convention. 
\Vhy,  therefore,  did  the  Government  tear 
it  to  pieces  1  The  grievances  of  the  Uit- 
landers  might  meet  with  sympathy,  but 
you  had  no  right  to  go  behind  the  Con- 
vention of  1884.  This  Government,  or 
any  Government,  had  only  the  right  to 
make  strong  representations  to  the  Boer 
Government  with  a  view  to  the  removal 
'■  or  modification  of  these  grievances.  The 
'  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  the  St. 
<  Stephen's  Green  Division  stated  in  his 
!  speech  that  there  was  no  free  speech 
:  in  the  Transvaal  and  no  absolute 
liberty  of  the  press.  Why,  Sir,  in 
I  Ireland  within  the  last  month  three 
meetings  at  which  members  of  this 
House  were  announced  to  address  their 


Mr.  FLYNN  ;  I  shall  not  further  refer 
to  it,  Sir.  The  question  of  suzerainty  is 
inextricably  mixed  up  with  the  justice 
or  injustice    of  this  struggle,  and  is 

accordingly  relevant  to  theXnendment.  ™«  announcea  to  aaaress  ineir 

The  Conven'bion  of  1881  unquestionably  constituents  were  suppressed  on  the  un- 
oontained  in  its  preamble  a  reference  to  '  supported  affidavit  of  an  unknown  pohce- 
this  question  of  suzerainty,  but  the  Prime  }^^^°^  *  resident  magistrate,  and  yet 
Minister  himself  has  declared  that  Presi- ;  ™  ,^^?™"»«"*  is  prepared  to  pour  out 
dent  Kruger  was  so  anxious  to  get  rid  of ;  P*"*?  ™  ™^"ey  estabhsh  free  speech 
the  word  "suzerainty"  and  all  that  it  i  "}  Johannesburg.  Where  is  the  con- 
^»nveyed  that  he  made  considerable  sacri-  8?8*ency  ?  We  are  tpW  that  trade  foUows 
fices  of  territory  for  that  purpose.     I  am  .  ,  ?*;g 

.sure  the  House  listened  with  great  atten- 1  i^^^  '  wiU  your  relations  with  the 
tion  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.1VIember  for  |  Transvaal  and  the  Orange  Free  State  be 
Caithness,  which  was  closely  packed  with  !  improved  after  the  bloody  massacre  on 


arguments  and  fiacts  giving  us  the  inner 
history  of  these  transactions  as  it  had  not 
been  previously  given.  He  proved  to  the 
satisfaction  of  every  fair-minded  man 
that  the  Boers  were  dissatisfied  with 
the  Convention  of  1881,  and  refused 
to  ratify  it  in  their  Baad,  and  that 
a  final  settlement  was  based  on  the 
Convention    of    1 884.     The  Colonial 


both  sides  1  There  is  something  con- 
nected with  this  war  entirely  outside  the 
question  of  the  Uitlanders'  grievances  or 
breaches  of  the  Convention,  Politics 
in  this  counti^  are  in  a  bad  way  when 
they  are  dominated  by  Stock  Exchange 
considerations ;  and  if  there  is  one  thing 
more  patent  tluin  another  to  every  patient 
reader  of  the  Blue-books,  it  is  that  the 


Secretary  in  this  House,  on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  South  Afncan  Leagiie, 
<5ovemment  and  for  the  enlightenment  of  '  directed  by  the  Stock  Exchange,  are  the 
the  British  people,  defended  the  abolition  |  «»en  who  are  reaUy  responsible  for  this 
of  the  word  "  suzerainty  "  and  the  settle- '  disastrous  war.  With  regard  to  the 
ment  of   1884.    I  woukl  ask  is  this  '  Uitlanders'  grie\'ances,  we  now  know  in 

connection  with  the  franchise  that  it  was 
a  matter  of  only  two  years  difference. 


Oovemment  entitled,  if  it  finds  a  Conven- 
tion inconvenient,  or  the  terms  gf  a 
treaty  unsatisfactory,  to  tear  it  in  pieces  ? 
I  was  very  much  struck  by  a  very  foroible 
-expression  in  the  speech  of  the  right  hon. 


*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  That  was  one  of  the 


Gentleman  the  member  for  Montrose  to  |  matters  raised  by  the  debato  which  ended 
iiis  constituents.   He  asked—  :       „ight   The  question  now  is,  war 

being  declared,  what  are  the  terms  on 
which  it  is  to  be  closed. 


"  If  yoa  are  going  to  tear  up  thU  treaty 
and  CoaveotioD,  what  it  goii^  to  Mcome  of  the 
little  pieces?" 
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Mr.  FLYNN  :  It  will  not  be  necessary 
for  me  to  follow  that  line  of  ar^ment, 
because  it  has  been  sufficiently  discussed 
already.  I  think  .every  thoughtful  man 
must  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  peace  ought  to  be  made. 
This  £m|ure  can  gain  nothing  by  pur- 
suing this  war  to  a  bitter  and  bloody 
close.  It  may  satisfy  those  who  believe 
in  the  policy  of  "  wiping  something  off 
the  slate."  That  is  a  policy  which  the 
Tory  Poet  Laureate  has  commended  in 
doggerel  verse.  It  is  a  policy  which  is 
applauded  in  the  music  halls  and  in  a 
portion  of  the  press  of  the  country ;  but 
is  it  not  a  reversal  in  the  face  of  the  world 
of  the  noble  policy  Mr.  Gladstone  inaugu- 
rated fifteen  years  ago  1  In  pursuance  of 
this  policy  you  are  prepared  to  drench  the 
veldt  with  still  more  blood,  and  to 
squander  millions  of  money ;  and  instead 
of  pacif^ng  the  Boers,  all  who  survive 
and  theu-  i^cendants  will  be  the  irre- 
concilable enemies'of  the  British  Empire 
and  the  British  race.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Louth  drew  a 
very  apt  comparison  of  the  unfortunate 
results  of  this  policy  in  Ireland.  If  you 
are  going  to  extend  that  policy  to 
another  latitude  and  longitude,  then  con- 
tinue the  war.  But  if  this  Empire  is  to 
revert  to  the  no|^le  traditions  which 
helped  to  build  it  up,  if  you  are  prepared 
to  listen  to  wise  councils  of  humanity  and 
Christianity,  then,  even  if  this  Amend- 
ment be  not  accepted,  I  trust  the  Govern- 
ment will  take  prompt  steps  to  pursue  a 
course  similar  to  that  now  suggested. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOOBE  (Antrim,  N.) : 
I  should  like  to  contribute  a  few  remarks 
to  this  debate  mainly  on  one  ground ;  I 
believe  that  the  experience  of  mankind  is 
that  if  a  certain  statement  is  repeated 
often  enough  the  person  repeating  it 
eventually  comes  to  believe  it.  I  have 
often  heard  it  asserted  by  hon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  that  they  have  an  absolute 
monopoly  of  Irish  nationality  and  of 
aspirations  for  the  good  of  our  common 
country.  Th^  have  repeated  it  so  often 
that  they  now  consider  it  is  absolutely 
true,  but  with  this  effect,  that  they  ignore 
the  loyal  Irish  minority.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate that  we,  the  loyal  Irish  minority, 
have  not  taken  on  ourselves  on  all  occa- 
fdons  the  duty  of  representing  to  the 


people  of  the  United  Kingdom  our  own 
existence  and  our  own  power  as  a  political 
I  force,  and  of  establishing  to  the  satisfac- 
j  tion  of  our  fellow-subjects  that  we  are 
!  prepared  to  share  in  the  burdens  as  well 
as  in  the  glory  of  the  Empire.   I  regxet, 
as  an  Irishman  first  and  a  Unionist  after- 


wards, that  on  thia  occasion  it  is  n«t 
possible  for  us  to  take  cMnmon  ground  on 
one  toiHC  in  which  our  countrymen  are 
much  interested.  Ireland  has  contributed 
to  the  Army  of  the  United  Kingdom 
27,000  men,  and  it  would  have  been  at 
least  a  graceful  thing  on  the  part  of  hon. 
Members  opposite  if  they  had  joined  in 
paying  a  tribute  to  the  courage  and  valour 
of  these  soldiers.  As  regards  the  Unionists 
in  Ireland,  the  matter  is  one  of  which 
we  are  all  proud.  I  have  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  my  own  constituency, 
and  it  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  the 
name  of  Sir  George  MTiitfe  is  revered 
there  as  if  he  were  the  hero  of  the  hour. 
There  is  one  matter,  however,  in  which  I 
am  in  accord  with  the  hon.  Member  who 
has  just  sat  down,  and  also  with  the  hoii. 
and  learned  Member  for  North  Louth. 
The  hon.  and  learned  Member  said  that 
Ireland  was  now  having  her  revenge  for 
the  rejection  of  Home  Rule.  I  So  not 
care  for  these  maxims  and  suggestions  of 
revenge.  The  only  way  in  which  & 
country  can  be  prosperous  is  if  the  dead 
past  is  allowed  to  bury  its  dead  Bat 
putting  questions  of  revenge  out  of  the 
way,  I  agree  there  is  a  very  important 
lesson  to  be  learned  from  the  poUcy^  of 
this  country  as  re^rds  the  Trans vaaJ  in 
1884.  When  the  Transvaal  was  given  its 
own  Parliament  and  its  own  independent 
legislature,  it  was  stated  it  was  sufficient 
to  satisfy  all  the  aspirations  of  the  pec^e 
and  to  make  them  firm  and  lo^  friends 
of  England  in  South  Africa.  That  was 
the  policy  which  hon.  GentJemen  opposite 
suggested  would  have  the  same  effect  if 
set  up  in  Ireland.  The  policy,  fortunately, 
was  rejected  in  the  case  of  Ireland,  but  it 
was  carried  out  in  South  Africa.  C*ui 
we  now  point  with  a,ixy  satisfaction  to  the 
results  of  that  policy  T  Has  England 
received  that  loyal  support  from  the 
Dutch  majority,  from  Mr.  Schreiner,  Mr. 
Hofmeyr,  and  other  members  (A  the 
Gape  Parliament  %  I  would  thank 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
North  Louth  for  one  of  the  dechuwtioiia 
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he  has  made.  He  declared  the  unalter- 
able determination  of  his  party  to  insist 
on  Home  Rule,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  time  after  time  when  they  have  made 

{iroposals  in  this  House  their  votes  have 
eft  tbem  in  a  nunority.  That  is  a  de- 
claration of  war  which  every  Unionist 
will  lay  to  heart.  I  am  glad  the  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  has  given  it  to  us, 
because  we  shall  know  how  to  meet  it. 
With  reference  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for 
Waterford,  I  should  like  to  express 
my  sense  of  the  dignified  position  he 
took  up,  but  I  should  also  like  to  add 
that  the  tone  he  adopted,  although  so 
worthy  and  befitting  is  entirely  diflferent 
from  the  language  and  sentiments  he 
indulges  in  across  the  Channel.  I  venture 
to  say  that  he  has  never  claimed  on  an 
Irish  platform  the  right  to  tender  advice 
to  the  House  of  Commons  as  to  what  its 
conduct  should  be  in  the  present  position, 
although  of  course  he  has  a  perfect  right 
to  do  it.  He  justified  himself  by  saying 
that  he  was  only  treading  in  the  foot- 
steps of  Chatham,  Burke,  and  Grattan.  I 
should  like  to  be  satisfied  that  his  senti- 
ments towards  this  country  are  similar  to 
thiiee  of  Chatham,  Burke,  and  Grattan.  I 
find  in  a  newspaper  of  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  is  a  director  a  refer- 
ence to  the  rumoured  fall  of  Ladrsmith, 
a  portion  of  which  has  been  already  read 
in  the  House  by  the 'hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  St.  Stephen's  Green.  The 
remainder  of  the  extract  is  as  folbws — 

"  For  if  it  is  indeed  the  case  that  this  im- 
portant strnt^c  point  has  come  into  the 
bandu  of  the  brave  Boera  it  marks  the  begin- 
ning of  the  end,  not  alone  of  British  prestige, 
but  of  the  whole  robber  system  that  has  for 
so  long  plandered  and  dominated  bo  lai^e  a  \ 
[lOTtum  of  haMtable  globe.  Therefore  it  \ 
18  that  we  join  heartily  in  the  nnivetsal  prayer 
of  the  Irish  race  to-day."  | 

These  are  the  gentlemen  who  are  now  i 
offering  us  friendly  advice,  and  who 
claim  to  be  the  humble  followers  of 
Chatham;,  fiurke  and  Grattan.    Does  the  ! 
hon.  and  learned  Member  agree  with  the 
sentiments  of  Grattan  }    Speaking  on  the  ! 
27th  of  Alay,  1782,  Grattan  said—  | 

"  Common  interest,  a  perpetual  connection,  i 
the  recent  conduct  of  Great  Britain,  a  native  | 
affection  to  the  British  name  and  nation,  to-  ! 
gether  with  the  constitution  we  have  re- 
covered and  the  high  rej)utation  we  possess, 
must  ever  decide  the  wishes  as  well  as  the 
interest  of  Iivland  to  perpetoate  thebumony, 
staUlity,  and  glory  m  tbn  Emfare." 


Is  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  following 
in  the  footsteps  of  Burke  ?  Burke  was 
never  treated  as  a  traitor,  and  I  can- 
not find  any  suspicion  or  suggestion  that 
he  was  disloyal.  Speaking  on  the  14th 
December,  1778,  when  he  neard  that  the 
American  colonies  claimed  independence* 
Burke  said — 

"Od  the  day  that  he  lirst  heard  of  the 
American  states  having  claimed  independency- 
it  made  him  sick  at  heart,  it  struck  him  to 
the  son],  because  he  saw  it  was  a  claim  essen- 
tially injurious  to  tltis  country,  and  a  claim 
which  Great  Britain  oould  never  get  rid  of." 

These  were  the  sentiments  of  Grattan  and 
BurkB  with  r^ard  to  this  country,  and 
when  we  find  the  hon.  and  learned  Mem- 
ber for  Waterford  approving  of  these 
sentiments,  and  advising  the  House  of 
Commons,  surely  we  should  think  ai  the 
quarter  from  which  the  advice  comes.  I 
should  like  to  understand  what  motive  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  has  in  giving  us 
this  advice.  Is  it  bo  streng^en  and 
encourage  the  enemies  of  the  £mpirel 
Is  it.  to  humiliate  Great  Britain  t  W  hen 
I  remember  that  the  party  which  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  representshascfaeered 
the  Zulus  and  the  Mahdi,  it  seems  to  me 
extraordinary  that  he  should  display  such 
disinterested  sympathy.  The  statement 
has  been  made  by  hon.  Grentlemen  sittii^ 
opposite  that  the  whole  civilised  world  is 
against  England  in  this  stru^^  and  in 
support  of  the  Boers.  I  think  it  is  hardly 
right  or  respectful — I  am  not  a  member 
of  their  Church — for  any  of  them  to  de- 
clare that  the  civilised  world  is  against  us, 
when  a  cardinal  priest  of  their  own 
Church  has  blessed  the  war.  Is  it  sug- 
gested that  he  would  do  that  if  he  did 
not  believe  that  the  war  was  just,  or  that 
he  is  not  a  member  of  a  civilised  com- 
munity f  The  explanation  of  the  whole 
thing  is,  I  believe,  well  summed  up  in  the 
expreasitm  which  we  borrowed  fronL 
America,  and  which  is  mainly  used  with 
reference  to  authors — log-rolling.  Hon. 
Gentlemen  would  be  very  glad  indeed  if 
they  were  able  bo  establish  the  principle 
of  independent  legislatures  in  the  two- 
Republics  in  South  Africa,  because  by  so 
doing  they  would  be  increasing  the  chance 
of  the  same  policy  being  applied  in  Ire- 
land. That  is  the  obvious  explanation  of 
the  interested  advice  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member,  and  I  hope  that  the 
House  will  give  it  the  attention  it  de- 
serves.   This  war  has  established  one- 


Dav. 


Digitized  by 


4 


879        Address  in  Answer  to 

principle  for  which  as  an  Irish  Unionist  I 
am  grateful.  We  have  heard  a  great 
<leal  about  the  afieetion  which  the  colonies 
liare  shown  the  mother  country,  but  I 
value  still  more,  as  an  Irish  Unionist,  the 
loyalty  which  the  mother  country  has 
felt  bound  to  extend  to  her  colonies.  We 
have  had  in  South  Africa  a  loyal 
BritiBh  ccnumunity,  whidi  has  been  sub- 
jected to  Dutch  domination  for  years. 
They  sent  their  complaints  to  this 
to  intry,  and  the  policy  of  conciliation, 
AS  applied  in  Ireland,  was  adopted,  and 
these  complaints  of  our  fellow-subjects 
in  South  Africa  were  treated  with  con- 
tempt. But  there  comes  a  time  when  the 
last  straw  breaks  the  camel's  back*,  and 
this  country  is  now  determined  to  assert 
in  South  Africa,  and  every  part  of  the 
.^lobe,  the  right  of  our  loyal  fcUow-sub- 
jects  to  ordiMuy  liberty,  and  to  a  recog- 
nition of  their  loyalty.  If  in  Ireland, 
where  our  loyal  fellow-subjects  have 
for  long  complained  of  a  domina- 
tion of  a  majority,  there  is  to  be 
a  recognition  in  the  future  that  you 
will  abide  by  your  own  people,  and 
distinguish  friend  from  foe,  then  I  shall 
welcome  the  adoption  of  that  principle. 
It  was  suggested  that  the  Government 
had  made  one  mistake  in  committing 
themselves  to  the  defence  of  Northern 
Natal.  I  do  not  know  whether  strategi- 
•cally  that  was  a .  mistake  but  I  venture 
to  say  that  politically  there  could  be  no 
mistake  about  it. 

•Mr.  SPEAKER:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man is  now  entering  on  a  matter  dis- 
cussed on  the  previous  Amendment. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE :  Sir,  I  bow 
to  your  ruling  at  once.  It  was  with  the 
object  of  surrender  that  this  Amendment 
was  moved.  There  are  times  when 
surrender  can  be  considered,  but  I  venture 
to  think  that  these  are  only  two  in 
number.  You  may  surrender  after  a 
victory,  after  a  gigantic  success ;  and 
then  that  surrender  would  be  called 
magnanimity.  Or,  again,  you  may 
surrender  when  you  cannot  lift  another 
arm,  or  wield  another  sword,  in  the 
•crushing  gloom  of  defeat.  That  surrender 
is  not  magnanimity.  At  present  we 
have  reached  neither  the  one  stage  nor 
the  other ;  and  any  surrender  couM  only 
be  treated  as  having  one  meaning,  the 
meaning  of  cowardice.   We  have  given 
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up  territory,  we  have  lost  valuable  lives, 
we  have  shed  blood  and  treasure.  Is  all 
that  to  be  in  vfun  ?  If  we  were  to 
surrender  now,  would  hon.  Members  call 
it  magnanimity  %  Sir,  the  country  would 
have  none  of  that.  The  City  of  York 
would  have  none  of  it ;  and  the  feeling 
exhibited  there  will  be  eidiibited  in  every 
town  in  Endand  and  of  loyal  Irdand.  I 
hope  that  this  war  will  be  prosecuted,  X 
need  hardly  say  with  success,  but  until  a 
termination  has  been  arrived  at  which 
will  satisfy  the  wishes  of  all  real  patriotic 
lovers  of  the  Empire. 

♦Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL :  I  recognise 
that  the  terms  of  the  Amendment  sub- 
mitted to  the  House  by  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  are  ex- 
ceedingly narrow,  and  that  it  is  perfectly 
impossible  for  anyone  to  argue  the  general 
question  of  policy  upon  it.  The  hon.  and 
learned  Gentleman,  I  am  bound  to  say, 
introduced  his  Amendment  with  great 
moderation,  and  in  the  most  temperate 
language.  He  put  what  he  believed  to  be 
the  Irish  Nationalist  point  of  view 
strongly,  and  I  am  very  far  from  denying 
that  he  has  behind  him  a  considerabk 
amount  of  Irish  public  (^nion.  I  cannot 
help  saying  that  I  admit  the  seriousness 
of  the  fact.  I  think  it  is  a  lamentable 
fact  that,  with  practically  the  whole  of 
Great  Britain  on  one  side,  with  the  whole 
of  the  self-governing  colonies  ranged 
behind  us  in  this  war,  there  should  be  an 
Irish  party  of  eighty  members  in  this 
House  who,  from  whatever  motives,  will 
vote  against  England  in  this  matter. 
Whether  it  comes  from  hatred  of  England 
or  from  a  mistaken  view  of  the  facts,  the 
fact  is  there,  and  I  am  not  in  the  least  in- 
clined to  underrate  it  But  it  is,  I  confess, 
a  rather  curious  condition  of  affairs  that 
the  rcn>resentatives  of  a  country  which 
they  claim  to  be  an  oppressed  country, 
although  I  am  not  prepared  to  agree  to 
the  oppression  to  the  extent  they  believe, 
should  stand  behind  what  I  cannot  help 
calling  one  of  the  most  odious  tyrannies 
of  the  century.  fHoN.  Members  on  the 
Irish  benches :  Od,  oh !]  Hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite  may  disagree,  but  fitcts  are 
facts.  Now  what  would  have  been 
the  position  of  the  Irish  pei^e 
had  they  been  in  the  conditicm  of 
tiie  British  population  in  the  Transvaal  T 
if  they  were  denied  the  franchise  f  [An 
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Hon.  Member:  So  they  were  till  the 
other  day.]  If  they  had  had  an  em- 
hargo  jiut  upon  the  education  of  their 
children  ?  [Hon.  Meubers  :  So  they  have! 
What  about  the  university  f]  If  they 
had  had  the  ri^t  of  public  meeting 
suspended?  [Hon.  Meubers :  Hear, 
hear !]  If  freedom  of  the  press  had  been 
abolished?  Iknowthathon.Gentlemanwill 
tell  me  that  all  this  has  happened  in  Ire- 
land. [Cheers  from  the  Irish  benches.] 
Yes,  but  what  was  the  view  of  the  Irish 
Members  in  regard  to  it,  and  what  did  they 
say  in  this  House  about  it  1  They  never 
ceased  to  protest  against  it,  and  in  many 
respects  uey  succieeded  in  settine  a 
remedy  for  great  wrongs.  But  here 
they  are  ranged,  not  in  protest  a^nst 
this  iniquity,  but  in  oefence  of  it. 
[Irish  Members  ;  No,  no !]  I  say  it 
IS  one  of  the  most  extmorainary  facts 
of  the  situation  that  the  representatives 
of  a  coiuitry  claiming  to  be  oppressed, 
and  protesting  against  these  things, 
should  be  standing  in  line  for  Mie 
oppressor.  [An  Irish  Member  :  For 
his  independence  only.]  The  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford  had  an 
Analogy,  used  repeatedly  in  this  debate, 
of  the  most  extraordinaiy  character.  He 
claims  to  stand  in  the  position  of  Chat- 
ham and  Burke,  in  protesting  against  the 
war  with  the  American  colonies.  What 
was  the  net  issue  involved  in  that  war  1 
An  Irish  Member:  A  tax  on  tea.] 
Yas  not  the  grievance  taxation  without 
representation  1  But  that  is  the  griev- 
ance here,  or  one  of  them.  The  Uit- 
landers  contribute  most  of  the  taxation  of 
^e  Transvaal  without  an  atom  of  repre- 
sentation. 

Mr.  JONATHAN  SAMUEL  (Stock- 
ton) ;  Have  you  not  aliens  in  this  country 
without  representation  t 

•Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  Yet  hon. 
Oentlemen  shelter  themselves  behind  the 
great  names  of  Chatham  and  Burke, 
altogether  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  these 
men  stood  for  a  principle  ;  and  that  they 
are  revering  that  principle  and  standing 
for  the  opposite  :  taxation  without  repre- 
sentation. They  are  not  alone  to  blame 
in  that  matter,  for  on  the  front  bench 
opposite  the  same  position  has  been 
taken.  The  hon.  Member  for  Caithness 
had  some  debate  with  me  as  to  the  right 


of  public  meeting  in  the  Transvaal.  He 
advanced  the  extraordinary  argument  that 
the  law  of  public  meeting  in  Johannesburg 
was  precisely  what  it  was  in  London. 
That  is  iu)t  so.  And  then  the  hon. 
Member  went  on  to  describe  how  he 
himself  had  been  pelted  wit^  stones  in 
Trabl^r  Square.  But  that  is  not  the 
law.  Next,  he  went  on  to  tell  us  that 
he  had  gone  to  Birmingham,  and  had 
been  refused  a  fair  hearing.  Yes,  but 
there  is  one  place  where  he  has  not  gone, 
where  the  law  of  public  meeting  is  perfectly 
free.  He  has  not  gone  to  Caithness,  his 
own  constituency.  He  has  gone  up  and 
down  the  country,  bctt  his  own  con- 
stituents have  been  clamouring  for  his 

Eresence  and  advice ;  and  although  the 
iw  of  public  meeting  is  perfectly  safe  in 
Caithness,  he  has  not  gone  there.  The  hon. 
Member  for  North  Louth,  opposite  to  whom 
I  have  sat  for  fourteen  years,  and  who 
never  makes  a  speech,  whether  I  agree 
with  it  or  not  (and  I  often  agree  with  a 
great  deal  of  what  he  says),  but  what  I 
enjoy  most  heartily,  spoke  of  the  Boers 
havine  two  gala  days  in  the  year, 
but  uiat  they  were  about  to  add 
many  more.  There  is  one  which  will 
.never  be  added — the  day  on  which  this 
Parliament  surrenders  to  most  igno- 
minious conditions  like  those  of  the 
Parliament  of  1881,  suggested  by  this 
Amendment.  Sir,  a  gooodeal  has  been 
said  during  these  debates  about  judg- 
I  ment  and  forethought.  I  have  not  seen 
I  much  of  it  on  tlie  oppositeside,andpreciou8 
'  little  of  it  in  the  Amendment  before  the 
House;  and  probably  hon.  Members  are 
aware  of  it.  This  is  not  a  question  of 
forethought  at  all.  He  who  runs  may 
read.  What  are  the  terms  of  the  Amend- 
ment now  submitted  to  the  House )  The 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  does  not 
pretend,  because  he  is  incapable  of 
making  a  pretence,  to  prejudice  the 
matter.  What  are  the  terms  on  which 
the  war  should  be  stopped  1  The  Leader 
of  the  Opposition,  the  other  night,  finessed 
a  good  deal  in  his  speech  on  that  point. 
He  committed  himself  almost,  and  then 
drew  back.  What  he  did  commit  him- 
self to,  if  he  committed  himself  at  all, 
was  that  peace  should  be  made  when  our 
territory  was  clear  of  the  invader.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  Why  not  ?]  I  am 
not  saying  why  not ;  but  it  is  a  very 
different  thing  to  make  peace  when  the 
invader  is  on  our  territory.  There  is  no 
mistake  what  this  Amendment  means. 
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The  Irish  Members  know  what  they  are 
doing.  They  have  been  perfectly  logical 
and  consistent  in  the  whole  of  their  pro- 
ceedings. They  refused  to  vote  for  the 
Amendment  of  the  noble  Lord  the 
Member  for  Cricklade,  because  they  did 
not  approve  of  it.  But  this  is  an  Amend- 
ment seeking  to  pledge  the  House  of 
Commons  to  stop  the  war — now,  with 
part  of  Natid  and  parts  of  Cape  Colony 
in  Uie  hands  of  the  enemy.  AH  I 
have  got  to  say  is,  that  there  are  a  great 
number  of  people  in  this  country  who 
think  there  was  a  shameful  surrender 
after  Majuba — -I  believe  the  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  country  think  so — 
but  the  surrender  of  1881  would  be  as 
nothine  to  the  surrender  of  1900,  if  this 
Amendment  were  carried.  I  say  it  is  an 
impossible  Amendment,  and  the  sooner 
the  House  of  Commons  comes  to  a  division 
upon  it' the  better. 

Sir  WILFRID  LAWSON  (Cumber- 
land, Cockermouth) :  The  hon.  Mem- 
ber who  spoke  last  but  one  suggested 
that  to  accept  the  Amendment  woidd  be 
an  act  of  cowardice.  I  think  that  it 
would  be  an  act  of  the  greatest  cowardice 
for  anyone  to  refuse  to  admit  that  he  is  in 
the  wrong,  if  he  is  in  the  wrong.  I  am 
very  glad  that  this  Amendment  has  been 
brought  forward,  and  iac  one  reason — that 
it  is  a  dear  Amendment  which  we  can  all 
understand.  We  have  had  five  or  six 
nights  debate  over  an  Amendment  which 
people  did  not  seem  able  to  understand, 
and  of  which  they  gave  different  explana- 
tions. But  this  is  one  we  can  all  under- 
stand. I  congratulate  my  Irish  friends 
on  having  brought  it  forward.  It  is 
one  of  the  first-fruits  of  that  reconciliation 
which  we  have  heard  of ;  and  for  my  part 
I  take  this  opportunity  of  congratulating 
them  on  that  union,  which  I  hope  ana 
trust  will  be  both  firm  and  prosperous. 
They  could  not  have  done  anything  better 
than  by  bringing  forward,  on  such  an 
occasion,  a  motion  in  the  sacred  interests 
of  peace  and  goodwill.  I  think  the 
Amendment  may  be  considered  in  another 
light ;  it  condemns  no  one.  It  deals 
simply  with  the  present,  and  suggests  the 
means  of  getting  out  of  the  terrible 

r'tion  in  which  we  find  oui-selves. 
is  a  motion  of  peace  and  good- 
will, and  I,  fOT  my  part,  do  not  think 
that  the  war  policy,  so  far,  has  done  us 
any  good.   Is  there  any  good  thing  that 

Mr.  T.  W.  MusseU. 


comes  from  such  a  policy  T  We  have  an 
enormous  expenditure ;  we  have  a  lon^ 
roll  of  gallant  dead ;  we  have  Mxr 
wounded,  suffering,  and  misery  in 
thousands  of  homes,  and  our  prestige 
that  you  talk  about  is  gone.  [Hon. 
Members  :  No,  no  II  I  can  only  say  I 
read  a  letter  the  otner  day  from  one  of 
the  greatest  Tories  of  the  kingdom,  Mr. 
Frecterick  Greenwood,  who  declares  that 
our  prestige  is  gone  irretrievably  ;  and 
the  Prime  Minister  says  we  are  in  a  state 
of  humiliation  ;  while  I  read  in  the  Tory 
newspapers  that  the  Empire  is  at  stake. 
All  this  is  the  result  of  your  war  policy. 
The  question  brought  forward  by  this 
Amendment  is — "  Is  it  worth  while  to  go 
on  with  that  policy,  or  to  go  on  in  a  wiser 
course  ? "  I  know  that  the  "  war-at-any- 
price  party  "  aay,  "  Gk>  on  fighting  with 
more  expenditure  of  treasure  and  witb 
more  disgrace  to  this  country."  [UOK. 
Members:  No,  no!j  Well,  it  is  a 
disgrace.  Whoever  is  to  blame,  whoever 
began  it,  surely  it  is  a  scandal  and  a  dis 
grace  for  two  so-called  Christian  nations 
to  be  cutting  one  another's  throats.  Why 
are  they  cutting  one  another's  throats  ?  It 
is  to  prove,  if  I  understand  the  argument, 
which  is  the  stronger.  I  voted  in  the 
autumn  session  with  a  very  few  colleagues 
against  this  war  altogether,  and  against 
the  money  and  the  men.  And  I  wul  tell 
you  why  I  did  so.  I  will  quote  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wolverfaunp- 
ton,  though  I  do  not  agree  Mrith  him 
about  this  war.  I  am  a  man  of  peace  ; 
he  is  a  man  of  war.  I  think  he  stated  the 
case  very  properly  when  he  went  down  to 
his  constituents  after  the  autumn  sessioa. 
He  said  that — 

"  He  held  to  the  opinion  clearly  that  war  was 
a  terrible  and  awfal  calamity,  and  unless 
was  abeolntely  nnnecesfiaTy  was  a  gigmatie 
crime.  Now,  'holding  that  opinion,  he  ooaM 
not  and  wonld  not  s^od  a  single  shiUiog  or 
sacrifice  a  single  life  in  the  prosecation  of  a 
war  which  helield  to  he  mijast." 

That  is  my  standpoint.  I  hold 
this  war  to  be  unjust,  and  I  voted  a( 
every  opportunity  against  the  money  and 
the  men ;  and  I  shall  do  so  to  the  end  of 
the  chapter,  unless  somebody  can  show 
me  a  diflferent  way  of  settling;  this  dis- 
pute. I  have  alluded  to  our  misfortunes. 
We  cannot  regain  the  millions  spent,  we 
cannot  recall  the  lives  of  the  heroes  who 
are  dead,  or  bind  up  the  hearts  Inroken 
by  all  this  misery ;  but  I  do  think  it  stall 
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remains  in  our  power,  by  conciliation  and 
adopting  the  Amendment  under  considera- 
tion, to  put  a  stop  to  what  is  going  on. 
I  think  it  is  possible,  even  now,  that  a 
wise  statesmanship  may  be  able  to  stand 
between  the  living  and  the  dead.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  in  his  speech 
alluded  to  the  Amendment  broi^ht  for- 
ward b^  the  Front  Opposite  Bench  as  un- 
patriobc.  I  do  not  accept  that  desmp- 
tion  for  this  Amendment ;  it  at  any  rate  j 
proposes  a  Christian  inten'^ention  in  these  | 
horrible    proceedings.     But    I  would 

F refer  another  Amendment  like  the  one  | 
put  on  the  Paper,  which  more  correctly 
expresses  my  views,  and  although  I  cannot 
now  move  it,  I  may  be  allowed  to  read  it 
— ^"And  we  humbly  pray  your  Majesty 
to  direct  your  Ministers  to  take  immediate 
steps  for  making  known  to  the  two 
Republics  with  whom  we  are  at  war  the 
terms  on  which  an  honourable  peace  may 
be  concluded,  with  a  view  to  stopping 
further  loss  of  life  and  expenditiuv  of 
treasure  in  military  operations."  I  think 
that  would  have  been  a  better  way  of 
expressing  my  own  feelings.  It  does  not 
say  *'  Stop  the  war,"  but  only  takes  the 
means  probable  to  stop  the  fighting. 
Xow  I  know  that  in  this  House  that  is 
not  a  popular  ^line  to  take.;  and  in  the 
country  it  is  very  difficult  to  express  any 
opinion  in  favour  of  peace.  But,  Sir,  I 
am  proud  of  this  House ;  I  think  it  is  the 
only  place  that  is  left  at  this  moment  in 
which  a  man  is  allowed  to  say  what  he  will 
on  this  matter.  I  am  proud  of  the  debate. 
I  am  an  old  Member  of  the  House,  and  I 
think  some  of  the  speeches  made  during 
last  week  have  been  the  finest  I  have  ever 
heard,  such  as  those  of  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin,  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Meml-er  for  Dumfries 
Burghs,  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Member 
for  West  Monmouthshire,  the  Member 
for  Battersea,  and,  above  all,  that  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Carnarvon  Burghs, 
whose  was  one  of  the  very  finest  I  ever 
heard  in  this  House.  I  am  sure  that 
the  House  listened  to  these  speeches 
graciously  and  quietly,  and  I  rejoice  that 
they  have  been  put  before  the  country. 
Of  course  it  is  said  that  we  cannot  do 
anything  because  of  the  invasion  of  our 
territory.  That  appears  to  me  to  be  only 
a  part  of  the  argument.  Really  we  were 
making  war  a^nst  the  Transvaal  when 
we  were  sending  out  our  troops  there ; 
and  it  was  only  because  the  Boers  had 


the  first  chance  that  they  crossed  the 
frontier.  Of  course  there  is  the  feeling 
which  animates  our  Yeomanry  and 
Volunteers,  that  they  are  going  out  to 
defend  our  territory ;  but  nobody  can 
expect  any  military  glory  from  this  war, 
for  if  we  have  180,000  men  opposed  to 
60,000,  that  is  three  to  one,  how  can  you 
possibly  find  glory  in  it  1  As  to  the 
bravery  of  our  troops,  who  disputes  it  ? 
We  know  they  are  brave,  and  will  be 
brave.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  the  Boers 
are  equally  brave.  When  this  war  is  all 
over  you  will  have  to  arrange  somehow 
to  settle  matters.  All  I  ask  is,  let  us  try 
and  arrange  matters  Iwfore  we  kill  all 
these  men.  If  we  want  to  arrange  matters, 
however,  we  must  be  clear  what  is 
wanted.  There  is  no  doubt  these 
Republics  made  war  on  us  because  the^ 
believed  that  we  were  attacking  their 
independence.  If  that  be  so,  and 
if  we  are  merely  fighting  to  repel 
an  invasion,  say  so,  and  let  them 
understand  it.  If  we  are  fighting  about 
the  franchise,  say  so.  If  we  are  fighting 
about  monopolies,  say  so.  Lord  Rose- 
bery  says  we  are  fighting  against  a 
corrupt  and  despotic  oligarchy.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  Hear,  hear !  ]  I  hear  some- 
body say,  **  Hear,  hear."  I  suppose  he 
does  not  belong  to  an  oligarchy.  If  we 
are  fighting  against  a  giant  despotic 
oligarchy,  I  only  say,  let  us  put  our  own 
house  in  order  before  we  attempt  to  puc 
the  Transvaal  House  in  order.  [An  Hon. 
Member  :  The  liquor  laws.]  I  merely 
su^iest  various  reasons  that  have  been 
stated  for  the  war.  The  hon.  Member 
sajps  it  is  to  put  down  the  Hquor  traffic. 
W  ell,  the  liquor  traffic  supplies  a  third  of 
our  revenue  and  two-thirds  of  the  House 
of  Commons.  We  have  heard,  over  and 
over  a^ain,  about  fighting  for  supremacy ; 


and  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
made  a  distinct  Ministerial  statement  on 
that  point.  What  are  the  Boers  to  think 
when  they  know  •that  that  is  the  policy 
of  the  Government  I  What  does  it  mean  f 
It  means  the  extermination  of  the  Boers. 
It  is  said  that  if  this  war  goes  on  the 
women  will  take  up  aiTos.  That  shows  it 
is  to  be  a  war  of  extermination.  The 
Colonial  Secretary  stys  that  one  of  the 
lessons  of  this  war  is  to  be  found  in  the 
enormous  power  possessed  by  Volunteer 
troops  when  fighttng  in  defence  of  their 
own  country.  Is  not  the  same  power 
possessed  by  the  Boers  1   By  this  motion 

Seventh  Doijt 
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we  are  not  condemning  the  past,  we  are 
suggesting,  instead,  a  gleam  of  hope  for 
the  future,  and  the  first  step  towards 
securing  a  settlement  is  to  come  to  a  clear 
understooding.  This  war  is  the  outcome 
<rf  a  miserable  misunderstanding  which 
has  cost  much  suffering  and  the  loss  of 
many  lives.  Let  ua  have  no  more  mis- 
understandings. My  right  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Aberdeen  said  we 
were  bound  to  make  our  authority  mani- 
fest to  the  world.  Can  we  not  do  some- 
thing better  than  that,  and  make  our 
honour,  truth,  and  humanity  known  to 
the  world  ?  That  would  be  much  more 
effectual  than  any  display  of  armies  and 
armaments.  In  his  speech  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War — and  I  congratulate 
him  heartily,  on  being  able  to  make  bo 
chaniun^  a  speech  on  so  horrible  a  sub- 
ject— said  that  the  Amendment  moved  by 
the  front  bench  would  not  be  tmderstood 
by  the  taxpayers  here  or  by  our  foreign 
critics  or  by  our  fellow  subjects  in  Natal. 
I  venture  to  assert  that  none  of  these 
people  can  understand  the  way  we  are 


{7  February  1900}      the  QtuerCs  Sperdi.  888 

different  from  those  entertained  on  this 
war  by  the  great  body  of  our  party,  to 
place  on  record  my  agreement  with  my 
right  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Bodmin 
and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  the 
Member  for  Plymouth.  I  have  not,  since 
the  oatbreak  oS  this  war,  addressed  thi» 
House,  and  I  wish  now  to  say  that  it  is 
my  clear  opinion  and  my  firm  conviction 
that  this  war  is  an  unjust  war.  I  un 
bound  to  say  that  in  common  generosity  to 
my  two  hon.  friends,  but  I  shall  not  annoy 
the  party  to  which  I  have  the  honour  to 
belong  by  any  investigation  of  the 
reasons  which  have  led  me  to  this  con- 
clusion. This  is  scarcely  the  proper 
moment  to  do  that,  even  if  I  had  any 
desire.  But  I  would  like  to  say  a  few- 
words  in  regard  to  the  future,  words 
which  I  do  not  think  will  cause  annoyance 
to  anybody.  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
sword  can  settle  this  South  African 
question.    It  is  a  racial  question.  We 


going  on  noyr,  and  they  will  be  unable  to  j  can,  it  is  true,  if  we  wish,  and  as  we  shall. 


understand  it  until  we  have  a  clear  and 
distinct  statement  of  what  our  intentions 
and  designs  are  in  this  war.  Such  a 
statement  is  due,  not  merely  to  the 
people  of  this  country,  but  to  our  neigh- 
bours throughout  the  world.  Why  can 
we  not  try  to  stop  this  horrid  slaughter  t 
I  see  nothing  before  me  but  a  long 
vista  of  horrible  and  ceaseless  massacres 
of  mankind.  In  a  speech  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  made  in  the  autumn 
session,  he  appealed  to  some  deity  which 
he  himself  invented — he  appealed  to  the 
God  of  Battles.  Of  coui-se,  if  we  are  to 
worship  him,  if  we  are  his  subjects,  we 
must  go  on  as  we  are,  sacrificing 
thousands  of  men.  But  if  any  of  us 
have  re^rd  to  the  teaching  and  worship 
of  the  Prince  of  Peace,  Uien  I  implore 
Members  of  this  House  and  the  Govern- 
ment to  make  an  honest  and  earnest 
effort  to  sheath  the  sword  and  to  spare 
mankind. 

CoHKANDER  BETHKLL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  Holderness) :  As  I  had  not  an  oppor- 
tunity of  addressing  the  House  in  the 
coui'se  of  the  debate  which  was  Innught 
to  a  close  last  night,  I  am  very  anxious, 
lieing  one  of  the  few  Members  on  this 
side  in  the  House  who  hold  opinions 

Sir  WUfrid  Latmn. 


remove  the  grievances  which  have  been 
complained  oT.  We  can  sweep  away  the 
armed  camp,  but  we  cannot  settle  a  racial 
question  by  the  sword  seven  thousand 
miles  away  from  this  country.  I  pray  you 
to  remember  that  the  British  Empire  after 
all  is  an  Empire  in  virtue  of  its  free  insti- 
tutions, and  it  is  as  certain  as  I 
am  standing  here  that,  if  not  by  the 
present  Government,  then  by  gentlemen 
in  some  other  part  of  the  Itouse,  free 
institutions  must  be  restored  to  the 
Republics  at  the  end  of  this  war.  How  do 
those  institutions  work  1  You  have  a 
Dutch  population  increasii^  in  a  much 
more  rapid  degree  than  the  English  popu 
lation,  and  it  is  pretty  certain  that  in 
twenty-five  years  from  now  the  old  diffi- 
culty will  reappear.  Remember  what  has 
happened  within  the  last  twenty-five 
years.  Remember  what  happened  after 
Majuba.  The  Afrikander  Bond  was 
started  and  dominated  South  Africa,  and 
we  may  be  sure  that  after  this  war  a 
similar  ramification  will  spread  over  Uie 
whole  of  South  Africa.  Do  you  really 
believe  that  after  we  have  given  the 
Dutchmen  a  heating  they  will  consent  to 
live  comfortably  beside  ns  ?  I  am  afraid 
that  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies  has  misread  history  most  woe- 
fully.  Have  we  not  b^ore  us  the  history 
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<^  the  Dutch  in  Europe  1  Have  we  no^ 
too,  the  history  of  the  Dutch  in  South 
Africa  %  Do  you  believe  that  a  race  ao 
tenacious  as  they  have  proved  themselves 
to  be  will  accept  defeat  at  our  hands  and 
consent  to  lire  beside  us  in  peace  %  No, 
Sir ;  much  as  I  grieve  for  the  war  and  the 
causes  which  started  it,  what  I  regret 
much  more  is  the  profound  mistake  (rf 
my  Hon.  friends  in  hoping  and  believing 
that  the  sword  can  settle  this  racial  ques- 
tion, a  question  which  in  history  never 
has  been  settled  by  the  sword,  excepting 
in  the  case,  perhaps,  d  small  countries 
bordering  on  the  country  with  which  the 
difficulty  arose.  As  far  as  the  Amend- 
ment of  the  hon.  Member  for  Waterford 
goes,  I  certainly  am  not  going  to  support 
that.  I  did  not  take  any  part  in  the 
division  last  night,  because  I  could  not  see 
9y  way  to  express  approval  of  the  nego- 
tiations which  preceded  this  horrible 
transaction.  No  doubt,  technically,  the 
Republics  made  war  upon  us  ;  but  in  my 
opinion,  morally,  we  made  war  on  the 
BepublicB.  I  frankly  admit  that  mistakes 
have  been  made  by  the  Grovernments  of 
the  BepublicB,  but  I  am  not  going  to  con- 
sent to  any  Amendment  which  would 
suggest  that  we  should  offer  terms  of 
peace  while  the  enemy  is  still  upon  our 
soil  I  beg  to  associate  myself  as 
earnestly  as  I  can  with  the  speech  of  my 
hon.  and  learned  friend  the  Member  for 
Plymouth  and  with  that  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Member  for  Bodmin. 
While  it  is  essential  ttuit  we  should  repel 
the  intruder  from  our  territory,  it  is  not 
essential  merely  for  the  glory  of  defeating 
the  enemy  to  continue  the  war  after  proper 
and  honourable  proposals  for  peace  can  be 
made.  I  farther  wish  to  associate  my- 
self with  the  words  of  my  hon.  and 
leuiied  friend  the  Member  for  Plymouth, 
which,  I  am  afraid,  gave  some  dissatis- 
faction on  this  side  of  the  House. 
X  feel  bound  to  support  bis  view  that 
when  the  time  comes  to  make  peace,  that 
when  it  is  possible  to  undertake  negotisr 
tions  to  put  a  stop  to  this  bloody  war, 
when  we  can  once  more  hope  to  give 


peace  to  South  Africa,  then  it  would  be 
shocking  if  those  who  are  mainly 
responsible  for  the  war  having  broken 
out — I  mean  among  others  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  the  Colonies — should  be 
entrusted  with  the  negotiations, 

Mr.  ARNOLD  (Halifax):  When  this. 
House  was  prorogued  last  August,  I  am 
sure  it  was  the  wish  of  all  of  ns  that  there< 
should  be  no  war  at  all,  and  I 
believe  the  great  majority  of  the 
Members  of  Uiis  House  and  of  the 
people  of  this  country  believed  that 
not  a  shot  would  be  fired.  But  in  con- 
sequence of  the  ultimatum  war  has  com- 
menced, and  if  proposals  for  peace  are  to- 
be  made  they  should  come  from  the  other 
side.  With  reference  to  the  Amendment, 
now  before,  the  House  in  favour  of 
recognising  the  independence  of  the 
Republics  when  the  war  is  over,  I  trust, 
and  I  think  we  all  hope,  that  peace  will 
be  made  upon  the  terms  so  eloquently 
described  yesterday  by  my  right  hon.. 
friend — terms  dictated  by  fairness  and 
justice  and  not  by  a  spirit  of  vengeance,  but 
when  we  come  to  discuss  the  question  of 
the  independence  of  the  Bepuhlics  I  think 
we  are  bound  to  consider  what  the  pos- 
session of  that  independence  led  them  to 
do.  They  so  arranged  the  taxation  of 
their  country  that  the  dominant  clique 
paid  practically  nothing,  while  the  great- 
majority  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were 
citizens  of  this  country,  had  to  contribute 
eight  or  nine  times  as  much  as  the  Boers. 
And  when  they  got  the  money,  what  did 
they  do  with  it  %  They  spent  milUons  of 
pounds  in  erecting  in  the  Transvaal  an 
arsenal  for  the  construction  and  storage 
of  the  direst  implements  of  wu.  They 
created  a  splendid  artillery,  and  they 
engaged  the  services  of  the  best  military 
strategists  they  could  find.  Why  did  they 
establish  their  arsenal  in  such  close 
proximity  to  one  of  our  most  loyal  and 
peaceable  possessions  —  namely,  Cape 
Colony  1  It  would  be  idle  to  dispute  the 
fact  that  their  real  object  was  to  seize 
that  colony  whenever  the  opportunity 
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offered  itself.  If  they  are  to  be  allowed 
to  retain  their  independence  and  to  do 
that  sort  of  thing  again,  then  this  war 
will  have  been  undertaken  in  vain,  and 
-we  shall  hare  expended  our  treaaure  and, 
what  is  more  precious,  many  valuable 
lives,  to  no  efSect.  I  think  we  may  safely 
leave  it  to  the  Government,  who  know 
the  intentions  and  wishes  of  the  people  of 
this  country,  to  settle  -  this  question,  and 
to  insure  that  wherever  the  British  flag 
is  to  be  found  there  shall  be  equal  liberty 
for  all,  and  that  no  one  race  shall  domineer 
over  another. 


Mr.  field  (Dublin,  St.  Patrick): 
The  Amendment  brought  forward  by  the 
united  Irish  party  denounces  the  war  as 
unjust  and  unnecessary.    As  a  member 

■of  that  united  Irish  party   [Ironical 

«heers.}  hon.  Members  opposite  may 

«n3er,  but,  judging  from  the  difference 
of  opinion  that  exists  amongst  the 
members  even  of  the  great  Unionist 
party,  I  claim,  as  a  member  of  the  Irish 
^arty,  that  in  this  matter  we  are  more 
Hnited'than  the  Unionists.  We  declare 
that  this  war  is  unjust.  It  is  the  opinion 
ia  Ireland  that  the  war  is  unjust,  because 
the  jingo  party  of  Great  Britain  has 
practically  endeavoured  to  take  away  the 
independence  of  the  two  Republics,  and  be- 
fcause  the  war  has  been  engineered  through 
the  means  of  certain  Cabinet  Ministers. 
if  I  were  to  make  a  suggestion  to  this 
^eat  and  honourable  House,  I  would  say. 
In  all  seriousness,  that  no  war  should  be 
declared  until  the  question  has  been 
debated  by  this  House.     I  made  such  a 


proposition  in  the  newspapers,  and  it  was 
not  received  with  favour ;  but  I  do  hold 
that  the  question  of  peace  or  war  should 
be  determined  by  the  House  of  Commons 
and  not  by  a  particular  Minister.  I  am 
delighted  to  have  an  opportunity  of 
Ediowing  that  we,  the  united  bish  party, 
are  not  in  line  with,  but  are  entirely  sepa- 
rated from,  other  parties  in  the  House  of 
Commons.  It  is  a  mere  pretence  to  say 
that  this  war  is  necessary.  It  is  simply 
a  war  of  capitalists.  It  is  a  gold  and 
diamond  war,  brought  about  through  the 
agency  of  the  Stock  Exchange.  U  is  a 
war  of  shareholders  in  gold  mines  and 
difunond  fields.  It  is  not  the  result  of 
international  complications,  it  is  simply 
the  result  of  pressure  which  has  been 
brought  to  bear  on  the  Government  by 
gentlemen  who  control  the  purse-strings 
of  the  community.  I  do  urge  toe 
House  to  take  measures  to  put  a  speedy 
end  to  this  war.  I  made  some  remarks  a 
few  months  ago,  and  hon.  Gentlemen 
laughed  at  the  idea  of  this  being  a 
serious  war.  I  tell  you  now,  as  I  told 
you  then,  that  this  war  is  not  a 
matter  to  be  laughed  at.  The  French 
nation  went  into  theii  war  with  Grer- 
many  with  a  light  heart — so  one  of 
their  Ministers  said  You  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite  went  into  this  war  with  a 
light  heart,  and  you  scoffed  at  Mfflubers 
on  this  side  who  ui;ged  that  it  had  a 
serious  side.  I  ask  you  to-day,haveyouany 
consideration  for  the  widows  and  orphans 
created  by  this  war  ? — and  I  again  ask  you 
to  declare  that  this  war  is  unjust  and  un- 
necessary, and  that  measures  should  be 
taken  to  secure  a  speedy  peace. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided Ayes,  66 ;  Noea^ 
368.    (Division  List  No.  4.) 


AYE8. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Am  rose,  Robert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
liarry.  E.  (Cork,S.) 
Blake.  Edwanl 
Hurtle  John 
<^arew,  James  Laorenca 
Car^'ill,  P.  Geo.  Hamilton 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
<;iiu-k,Dr.G.  B.(Caithae8s-sh.) 
iComminH,  Andrew 
tCondon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Mr.AmM. 


Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thos.  B.  (Donegal) 

Curran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  &.) 

Daly,  Jamtw 

Doo^.  P.  C. 

Eogledew,  Charles  John 

Farrell.  James  P.  (Cavan,  W.) 

Farrell,  ThumasJ.  (Kerry,  S.) 

Ffrench,  Peter 

Fteld,  William  (Dublin) 

Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


Flyna,  Jamea  ChrtHtoi^ier 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Gibney,  James 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Maurice  (Corii) 
Healy,  Thomas  J.  (Wexbml) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.LonUi) 
Hogan,  Thomas  Francis 
Jameson,  Major  J.  Enstaee^ 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
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Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
>Iaca1ee3e,  Daniel 
MacDonnell.Dr.  M.A.(Qn'9C. 
MftcS'eill,  John  Gonloo  Swift 
Sl'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Dermott.  Patriek 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Hiinh.  I'atrick  A.  (Leitrim) 
Mantleville,  J.  FrancU 
Mollov.  Iternard  Charles 


Mumi^Iian,  George 
O'Brien,  .lamen  F.  X.  {Cork) 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  .T.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  Aitliiir  (Donejtal) 
O'Connor,  Jamas(  Wicklow.W. 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Pamell,  John  HowanI 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 


Redmond,  JolinE.(Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
RolierU*.  John  Bryn  (Eition) 
Itoche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Don^l,  W.) 
TuUy,  Jasper 

Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  E.) 
Tellers  for  the  Ayes— 

Sir  Thomas  KKUionde  and 

Captain  Donelan. 


Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allaopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Archdate,  Edward  Mervyo 
Arnold,  Alfred 
Arnold- Forater,  Hu'jii  0. 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Asher,  Alexander 
Aaijiiith,  Right  Hon.  H.  H. 
Atkinson,  Ri.  Hon.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baitlte.  J.  E.  B  (Invernes-j) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson. 
Baird,  John  George  Alexander 
Balcarres,  Lord 
Ualdwio,  Alfred 
Balfoar.  Rt.  Hn.  A.  J.(  Manch'r) 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnefi,  Frederic  Gnrell. 
Barry,  Rt.  Hn.AH.S.  (Hunt'*) 
Barry ,  Sir  Franc  is  T.  ( Windsor ) 
Bartley,  Geoige  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  AUenBenjamin 
Beach,Rt.Hn.SirM.H(Bri3tol) 
Beach,  W  WBramitooi  H&nts.  j 
Beaumont,  Wentworlh  C.  B. 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Ueg^,  Ferdinand  Faithful) 
Bethell,  C<Mnmander 
Bbowni^ree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BigwDua/ James 
BUI,  Charles 
BUlson,  Alfred 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
BoUtho,  Thomas  Bedford 
BoQsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Btulnois,  Kdmuad 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooklield,  A.  Montagu 
Brown,  Alexander  H. 
Ballard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  George 
Baxtoo,  Sydney  Charles 
CaMwell,  Jame-t 
( lameron.  Sir  C.  (Giasnow) 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Camp  (Mil- Ban  nerman.  Sir  H. 
Carson,  Rt.  Hon.  Edward 
Canaton,  Richard  Kniifht 
Cavendish,  R.  P.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish.  V.C;W.(Derbyahire 
CeoU,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Ctuloiier.  Captain  R.  G.  W. 

VOL.  LXXVin. 


NOES. 

Chatnberlain,  Rt.  Ha.J.(Birm. 
Chamberlain,J.Au«t«n(Worc'r 
('haplin,  Rt.  Hon,  Henry 
(7harrington,  Spencer 
(Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clarke,  Sir  E.  (Plymouth) 
Coddington,  Sir  William 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUings,  Rt.  Hon-  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Cooke,C.W.RadclifFe(Herefd) 
Corbett,  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
Cornwallis,FiennesStanleyW. 
Cotton-Jodrell,  Col.  E.  T.  D. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cripps,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  Herb.Shepherd(Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Currie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Eari  of 
Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.Vaaghan-(Canligan 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  Fred.  D. 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doring*ion,  Sir  John  Edward 
Doughty,  George 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Charles  M.  (Lanark) 
Douglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxford.  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Drage,  Geolfrey 
Dancombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Dyke,  Rt.Hn.SirWilliam  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hn.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Emraott,  Alfred 
Eraoa,SirFrancisH.(South'ton 
Fardell.  Sir  T.  Geo^fe 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fer^UHson,Rt.  Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Fieul,  Admiral  (Easthonme) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Bannntyne 
Fir  bank,  Joseph  Thomas 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Futon,  Frederick  \\  illiani 
Fitzmaurice,  Lord  Edmund 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescae 
FUteher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
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Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Harry  S.  (Suffolk) 
Poster,  Sir  W.  (Derby  Co.) 
Fowler,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Henry 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Gartit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydnev 
(libbons,  J.  Lioyd 
Gibb8,Hn.A.G.H.(C.o{LoQd.) 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vieary  (Si.  Albans) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Gilliat,  John  Saunders 
(;old,  Charies 

Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwanl 
<jor8t,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Gosehen,Rt.HnGJ(StGeorge's 
Gourley,SirEdwardTemperiey 
Graham,  Henrv  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West.Ham) 
Grevitle,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Guthrie,  Walter  Murray 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Harailton,Rt.Hon.LordGeoive 
Hanbary,  Rt.  Hn.  RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Ranald 
Hare,  liiomas  Leigh 
Harwood,  George 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Hedderwick,  Thomas  Cba8.H. 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson.  Alexander 
Herraon-Hodge,  Robt.  Trotter 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Sir  Edwd.  Stock  (Bretol) 
Hoare,  Edw.  B.  (Hainpsteadi 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobhouse,  Heurr 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Honldsworth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Horier,  Hon.  James  H.  Cecil 
Hubbard,  Hon.  Evelyn 
Hudson,  George  BicKersteth 
Hntchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.Gtiee- 
Hntton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 

Seventh  Day, 
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Jesael,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
■lohnstone,  Heywowl  (Silhscx) 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jone^,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Kay-Shiittlewortli,KtHnSirl'. 
Kearley,  Hiulson  E. 
KeniiawaVi  lit-  Hn.  Sir  J.  H. 
Kenyoii,  Jame» 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kinioch,  Sir  John  (ieo.  Smyth 
Kitston.  Sir  James 
KnowleH,  Lees 
Lafone,  Alfrcii 
Laurie,  Lieiit.-General 
Lawrence,SirE.DurDtiig-(Curn 
Lawrence.  W.  F.  (LirenKx>I) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (VorUs. ) 
Lea,  Sir  Thos.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  lit.  Hon.  W.  Edw.  H. 
Leese,  Sir  Jas,  F.  ( Accrington) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Catrrie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
Leuty,  Thomas  liichmond 
Llewellyn,  Evan  H.  (Bomer<«et) 
Llewelyn,SirI)illwyii-(Sw'nsea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-(/ol.  A,  li. 
Loder,  Gerald  \V.  Erakine 
Long,  Col.  (',  \V,  (Evesham) 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lowther,  Rt  Hn  J  (Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kiikman 
Lucas- Shad  well,  William 
Macartney,  W,  G,  Ellbwn 
Macdona,  John  Gumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
McArthur,  Chas.  (Liverpool) 
iM'ArthttT,  Win.  (Cornwall) 
M'Catmont,Col.J.(Antrim,E.) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'lver,  Sir  h.  (Edinburgh.W.) 
M'Kenna,  Reginald 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  EdwnrdWm.J. 
Marks,  Harry  H. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddulph 
Massey-MainwaringiHn.  W .  F. 
Maxwell,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Mellor,  Rt.Hon.J.W.  (Yorks) 
Mendl,  Sigismand  Ferdinand 
MevBey-Thoinpwni  Sir  H.  M. 
Miadlemore,  J.  Tlirogmorton 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Cliaa  J. 
Mildmav,  Francis  Bitigimm . 
Monk,  Charles  Jamen 
Montagu,  Hon.  J.  S.  (Hantu) 
Monta<m,  SirS.  (Whitechapel) 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Kobt.  Jaspfn^Shropshire) 
Morgan,  J.  L.  (Camiartben) 
Morroll,  George  Herbert 
Morrison,  Walter 


Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (I)eptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Muntz,  Philip  A. 
Murray,  RtIinAGraham(Biite 
Murray,  Charles  J,  (Coventry) 
Myers,  William  Henry 
Newdigate,  Francis  AIexan<ler 
Nicliolson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  ('apt.  Cecil  William 
NtL-isey,  Thoiiuut  Willan!* 
Oldroyil,  Mark 
O'Neill,  Hon,  Roljert  'I'onens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Parkes,  Enenezer 
Panllon,  James  Mellor 
Pea.se,  Herbt.  I'.  (DarlingUin) 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Penn,  John 

Perkp,  Robert  William 
Philipps,  John  Wynford 
Phillpott-^,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington,  K.  (Lanes.  Newt'u) 
PiIkington,Sirt;.A.(Lanc8.SW 
Piatt- Higgins,  Fi-ederick 
Plnnketc,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretynian,  Ernu.it  George 
Pryce-Joncs,  Lt.>Col.  Edward 
Pym,  C.  Gny 
Quilter,  Sir  Cutlibert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
I£asch,  Major  Frederic  Came 
Uenshaw,  C'liarles  ISine 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E.) 
Richardson,  SirT.  (Hartlep'l.) 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.Sir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,  Rt  Hn.  €  has.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Kohson.  Williatn  Snowdon 
iiolUt,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
UotliRchild,  Hon.  Lionel  W. 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  Gen.F.S.(Clieltenbani 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  HerWt  Dudley 
Samuel  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Sandys,  Lieut. -Col.  T.  Myles 
Sasaoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Saunderson,  Rt.  Hon.C(d.E.J. 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Seton-Karr,  Henrv 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw,  Charles  Edw.  (StafTord) 
Slutw-Stewart,M.H.(Kenfr8w) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cliestei) 
Sidebottom.T  .Harrop(Stalybr 
Sidebottom.  W.  {Derbyshire) 


Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Sinclair,  Lo'iis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christt^hurcli) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hn.  \V.  F.  D.  (Stran-h 
Soames,  Arthur  \Veltesley 
Spencrer,  Ernest 
Spicer,  .\lhert 
Stanley,  E.  J.  (Somerset) 
Stanley,  Sir  H.  M.  (Lambttth) 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stewart,  Sir  M.J.  M'Taggart 
StirHnjr-Maxwell.  Sir  J.  M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Strachey,  Edward 
Straa-w,  Artliur 
Stnrt,  Hon.  Hnmohry  Napier 
Sutlierland,  Sir  Tnoniaa 
Talbot,  Rt  Hn.  J.  G.  (OxfdUniv 
Tennant,  Harohl  John 
Thomas,  .\bel  (Carmtho.,  E.) 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  l*ercy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jamea 
Tomlinson,  W.  E.  Murray 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Cliarles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
L'sljorne,  Thomas 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Rarnsley) 
Wanklvn,  .lames  Leslie 
Ward,  Hon.  Rol)erb.\.  (t.'rewei 
Warner,  ThomsLs  ( 'ourt«iiay  T. 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederiok 
Wiison,  Eugene 
Wehttter,  Sir  HiohanI  E. 
Welby,  Lient.  Col.  A.  0.  E, 
Wentworth,  Bruce  C.  V'emon- 
Wharton,  Rt.  Hn.  John  Lloyd 
Whiteley,  George  (Stock|H>rtt 
WhiteIey,H.(AsDton-under-L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R  (Donelt 
Williams,  J.  Powell-  (Btrm.) 
WilloHghby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wiliox,  Sir  John  Archiliald 
Willh,  Sir  William  Hwiry 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk J 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson  Todd.  Wni.  H.(York-.i 
Wo<lehouse,Rt.  Hn.  F..  Ii.(Batli 
WoodhonBe,Sir  J.T.(Hndil«t«. 
Wylie,  Afexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Wyvill,  Marniaduke  D'Arry 
Yerburgh,  Robert  Annslrong 
Young,Commander(Uerk9i»E.) 
Younger,  William 

Telleks  fuk  the  Nobs— 
Sir  William  Walruiid  ami 
Mr.  Anstnither. 


Original  Question  again  proposed.        .  Debate  to  be  resumed  To-morrow, 

Debate  arising ;  and  it  being  after  half- 1 

past  Five  of  the  dock,  the  debate  stood  Adjonmed  at  a  ^oarter  Infom 

adjoomed.  Six  of  tke  dock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Thundoff,  8th  February,  1900. 


SAT  FIRST. 

The  Lord  Vivian  sat  first  in  Parliament 
after  the  death  of  his  father. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ALIEN  IMMIGRATION. 
Return  of  the  number  of  aliens  that 
arrived  from  the  Continent  at  ports  in 
the  United  Kingdom  in  each  month  of 
the  year  1900 :  ordered  to  be  laid  before 
the  House  (the  Lend  Churchill). 

UNITED  STATES  (No.  1). 
Convention  between  Her  Majesty  and 
the  United  States  of  America  supple- 
mentary to  the  Convention  of  19th  April, 
1850,  relative  to  the  establishment  of  a 
oonununication  by  ship  canal  between  the 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  oceans;  signed  at 
Washington,  5th  February,  1900. 

TRADE  REPORTS  (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Na  2378.    Portugal  (Trade  for  the 
yean  1897  and  1898). 


n 


SOUTH  AFRICA. 
Notice  issued  by  the  High  Commissioner 
for  South  Africa,  on  26th  January,  1900, 
relating  to  forfeitures,  etc.,  of  property 
situated  in  the  South  African  Republic  or 
in  the  Orange  Free  State  declared  sub- 
sequently to  10th  October.  1899. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


ARMY   (MILITARY   SAVINGS  BANK). 

Statement  of  amoiuit  due  to  depositors 
on  the  3lst  March,  1898,  and  of  the 
receipts,  interests,  and  disbursements 
daring  the  year  ended  Slst  March,  1899, 
etc. 

ST.  LUCIA. 
Emulation  amending  Rule  282  of  the 
Prison  Regulations,  with  respect  to  inter- 
views between  prisoners  awaiting  their 
triid  and  their  legal  advisers. 

VOL.  LXXVIIL   [Fourth  Seribs.] 


IMPERIAL  OTTOBIAN  GUARANTEED 
LOAN,  1855. 

Account  for  the  year  1899. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  tlw  Table. 

AUEN  IMMIGRATION. 

Return  (in  part)  respecting :  Laid 
before  the  House  pursuant  to  order  of 
this  day,  and  to  be  printed.   (No.  8.) 


PETITION. 


VIVISECTION. 
Petition  for  suppression  of  the  practice 
of ;  of  a  Meeting  held  at  Rushmere^ 
Wandsworth  Common ;  read,  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— TELEGRAMS 
TO  SOLDIERS  ON  SERVICE. 

•Thb  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretanr  of  State 
for  War  if  he  ctmtemplates  establishing  a 
registered  tele^phio  address  for  each 
battalion  or  omt  <n  our  forces  in  South 
Africa ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  scheme 
will  be  brought  into  operation  at  an  early 
date.  Your  Lordships  are  aware,  many 
of  you  from  personal  experience,  of  the 
great  expense  involved  in  sending  tele- 

trams  to  those  who  are  at  the  front  in 
outh  Africa.  Each  word  costs  4s.,  and 
it  is  very  difficult  to  make  out  a  telegram 
to  any  friend  at  the  front  costing  less 
than  £2  for  the  address  idone.  It  must 
beobvions  thi^  under  these  circumstances, 
it  is  impossible  for  poor  people  to  use 
the  telegraph  as  a  means  ot  communica- 
tion with  oiu*  soldiers  in  South  Africa ; 
but  if  a  system  such  as  I  have  suggested 
in  my  question  were  adopted,  no  doubt 
many  who  have  hitherto  been  unable  to 
use  the  telegraph  would  be  enabled,  owing 
to  the  reduced  cost,  to  avail  themselves 
of  it.  I  believe  that  if  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is  able  to 
adopt  a  system  of  registered  telegraphic 
addresses,  it  will  be  possible  to  address  a 
telegram  to  a  private  soldier  at  the  front 
in  two  words — one  giving  his  regimental 
number  and  the  other  the  registered 
telegraphic  address  of  his  regiment.  I 
am  assuming  that  the  words  "Cape 
Colony  "  or  "  South  Africa  "  would  be  in- 
cluded in  the  word  representing  the 
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registered  telegraphic  address.  If,  further, 
there  was  a  code  word  to  signify  "in 

hospital,"  it  would  be  possible  to  addreie 
&  message  in  three  words  to  a  wounded 
officer  or  soldier.  I  am  quite  sure  that 
if  the  noble  Marquess  can  see  his  way  to 
adopt  a  plan  such  as  I  have  indicated  it 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  the  people 
of  this  country  and  by  the  soldiers  who 
are  fighting  so  bra\'ely  for  us  in  South 
Africa.  I  would  merely  add  that  I  hope, 
if  any  scheme  is  introduced,  it  will  \te  as 
comprehensive  as  possible,  and  will  include 
onr  Colonial  contingents. 

*The  SECKETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  .Marquess  of  Lansjx)\vne)  : 
My  Lords,  my  noble  friend  made  this 
suggestion  to  me  some  weeks  ago,  and  it 
certainly  struck  me  as  a  most  reasonable 
one.  I  was  sure  that  all  the  Departments 
concerned  would  gladly  co-operate  in 
<jrder  to  give  facilities  to  persons  in  this 
country  desiring  to  communicate  with 
their  friends  in  the  field  force  in  South 
Africa.  I  lost  no  time  in  commimicating 
with  the  Post  Office  on  the  subject.  Tw 
Post  Office  has  considered  it  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  Eastern  Telegraph  Com- 
pany ;  a  list  of  code  woi-ds  has  been 
framed,  and  has  been  sent  out  to  South 
Africa,  and,  I  think,  must  have  arrived 
there  two  or  three  days  ago.  As  soon  as 
the  telegraphic  authorities  at  the  Cape 
have  informed  us,  as  they  no  doubt  will 
do  by  telegraph,  that  they  are  able  to 
accept  the  code,  the  new  arrangement 
will  come  into  force,  and  will  be  made 
known  by  the  Post  Office  here.  The 
procedure  that  will  be  followed  will  be 
this  ;-  -The  senders  of  telegrams  will  con- 
tinue to  address  them  as  they  have 
hitherto  done,  giving  the  name  of  the 
person  to  whom  the  message  is  addressed 
and  the  full  title  of  his  regiment ;  but  the 
telegraph  authorities  M-ill  translate  that  of 
their  own  motion  into  the  code  word. 
That  will  have  the  effect  in  the  case,  for 
example,  of  a  regiment  which  has  a  long 
title  of  substituting  for  such  long  title  a 
single  word.  The  difference  between  the 
suggestion  of  my  noble  friend  and  the 
arrangement  pro{MiKe<]  to  be  ran-ted  out  is 
merely  this— that  the  translation  of  the 
address  into  the  code  word  will  be  made, 
not  by  the  person  who  sends  the  telegram, 
but  by  the  telegraph  authorities  who 
transmit  it  to  the  Cape.  I  think  that  is 
certainly  an  improvement.  As  to  the 
further  suggestion  that  code  words  should 
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lie  introduced  aa  the  equivalents  of  such 
expressions  as  "  in  hospital,"  I  shall  be 
glad  to  have  it  considered,  but  it  did  not 
form  part  of  the  original  proposition. 

*The  Earl  of  LICHFIELD:  I  beg 
to  thank  the  noble  Marquess  for  the 
extremely  satisfactory  answer  he  has  Iteen 
able  to  give  to  my  question ;  only  I  do 
not  quite  understand  how  under  the 
scheme  the  sender  is  to  know  how  much 
he  will  hare  to  pay.  I  should  have 
thought  it  would  nave  been  better  to 
publish  the  code  at  every  post  office.  I 
hope  the  press  will  take  notice  of  the 
scheme  and  make  it  as  public  as  possible, 
I  so  that  everj'one  concerned  will  under- 
I  stand  how  it  will  be  put  in  force. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWXE: 
I  Instructions  will  be  issued  by  the  poet 

office  on  the  subject.    When  the  sender 

delivers  his  message  at  the  post  office  he 
.  will  find  that  he  is  charged  for  the  full 

title  of  the  regiment  as  if  it  was  condensed 

into  one  word. 


SIMON  KOP— EOEIt  TREATMENT  OF 
(  BRITISH  WOUNDED. 

The  Earl  of  CAMPEEDOWN  :  My 
^  Lords,  I  rise  to  ask  whether  it  is  true,  as 
reported  in  the  newspapers,  that  after  the 
battle  of  Spion  Kop  wounded  Uitlandcrs 
and  Colonial  soldiers  were  shot  by  the 
Boers  on  the  field  of  battle.  On  Monday 
last,  a  telwram  from  Durban  appeared 
in  several  (h  the  newspapers  to  this  effect, 
and  with  your  Lordships'  permission  I 
I  will  read  the  v  ersion  of  toe  telegram 
which  appeared  in  the  SUiiulnrd.  It  was 
as  follows-  - 

"The  wounded  soldierm  here  (Dnrbao)  My 
that  the  Boers  showed  a  marked  vindictiveneMi 
against  the  colonial  iroopM  duriag  the  tigliting 
at  Spirn  Kop,  even  going  so  far      to  kill,  in 
cold  blood,  numl)erH  of  their  wounded.  'Him 
'  larbarouti  conduct  accounts,  it  is  said,  ior  clie 
!  exoeerttngly  heai'yloweit sustained  bj-ThftrniMr- 
croft's  Mounted  lofontrT  and  the  Impenal 
Light  Infantry.    Some  of  the  Regolant  «v«n 
ga^'e  their  regiiitental  badges  to  their  coloaial 
I  comrades,  in  order  to  Have  their  lives.  »IhhiU 
tliey  happen  to  be  left  on  the  field." 

Of  course,  it  is  possible,  and  I  hope  it  is 
the  fact,  that  the  statement  is  not  w«ll 

I  foundecl,  but  if  is  well  founded  a  venr 
barbarous  crime  has  been  committed. 
We  must  remember  who  these  coloniak 
and  Uitlanders  are.     The  two  corps 

I  which  have  l>een  mentioned— Thomey- 
croft's  Mounted  Infantry  and  the  Imperiftl 
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ILi^t  In&ntry — are  mainly  composed 
■of  Natalians  and  Gape  Colonists,  whose 
•country  has  been  invaded  and  whose 
property  has  been  looted,  and  they  have 
as  good  a  right,  and,  indeed,  a  much 
better  right  to  fight  in  defence  of  their 
■country  than  the  Boers  have  to  invade 
it.  As  I  say,  I  hope  the  statement  I  have 
•quoted  is  not  correct.  One  is  glad  to 
.think  that  some  of  the  statements  re- 
flecting upon  the  Boers  have  been  found, 
•on  further  examination,  to  be  inaccurate ; 
■on  the  other  hand,  some  of  the  statements 
to  their  prejudice,  such,  for  instance, 
■as  wanton  looting  of  property  in  Natal 
■and  compelling  Englishmen  resident  in 
the  Free  State  to  fight  against  this 
country,  ar^  unfortunately,  only  too  true. 
II  wish  to  ask  the  noble  Marquess  the 
."Siecretaiy  of  State  for  War  whether  he 
«an  give  us  any  information  on  the  subject, 
.and,  if  not,  whether  he  will  cause,  at  the 
proper  time,  inquiries  to  be  made  into  the 
nuitter* 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  we  have  no  corroboration  of 
■the  extremely  painful  story  to  which  my 
.noble  friend  has  referred.  I  suggest  to 
him  that  the  better  course  will  be  to  wait 
until  we  receive,  as  I  have  no  doubt  we 
shall,  a  despatch  giving  an  account  of  this 
jiarticular  engagement,  and  should  there 
then  be  any  confirmation  of  this  sinister 
rumour,  it  will  be  our  business  to  make 
.further  inquiries. ' 

Lord  WENLOCK  :  Might  I  ask  the 
noble  Marquess  if  it  is  true  that  the 
Colonial  troops  are  dressed  differently  to 
.the  Imperial  troops  t 

*Thk  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
J  fancy  they  are  all  dressed  in  khaki,  but 
•whether  there  is  any  distinguishing  mark 
■between  the  two  I  cannot  say. 

House  adjoumeil  at  a  quarter  liefore 

Fiveof  theclock,  till  Tomorrow.      LOCAL  AUTHORITIES  SEItV  ANTS' 
half -past  Ten  of  the  clock.  SUPERANNUATION. 

  '     Petition  from  Blean,  for  alteration  of 

law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

RATINO  OF  WOODLANDS. 
Petition  from  Wirral,  for  alteration  of 
law ;  to  lie  upon  tiie  Table. 

  i  SALE  OF  INTOXU'ATlNi;  LIQUORS  TO 

!LLANDRINDOD  WELLS  WATER  BaL.  I  CHILDREN  BILL. 

Ordered,  That  the  Examiners  have  !  Petition  from  Hulme,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
.leave  to  examine  .the  Llandrindod  Wells  !  upon  the  Table. 
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I  Water,  Petition  for  Bill,  as  to  whether  the 
I  Standing  Orders  have  or  have  not  been 
I  complied  with,  provided  that  notice  of 
{ such  examination  shall  have  l>een  once 
I  previously  published  in  a  newspaper  pub- 
I  lished  in  the  diptrict,  and  in  the  I/mdtm 
I  Gazette. 

!  Ordered,  That  Memorials  complaining 
I  of  non-compliance  with  the  Standing 
Orders  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Private 
'  Bill  Office  three  clear  days  b^ore  the  day 
I  appointed  for  the  examination  of  the 
I  Petition. — (The  Chairman  of  JFays  and 
j  Mmns.) 

,  METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER. 

'    Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order 
made  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  principal 
'  Secretaries  of  State,  under  the  Metro- 
1  politan  Police  Act,  1886,  and  the  Metro- 
]  politan  Police  Courts  Act,  1897,  relating 
to  lands  in  the   parishes   of  St.  Mary 
Stratford  Bow,  East  Molesej',  and  Clerkeri- 
well,  oi-dered  to  !«  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Jesse  Ceilings  and  Secretarj'  Sir  Matthew 
'  White  Ridley. 

I  METROPOLITAN  POLICE  PROVISIONAL 
I  ORDER  BILL. 

"To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  made 
I  by  one  of  Her  Majesty's  Principal  Secre- 
I  taries  of  State,  tmder  the  Metropolitan 
;  Police  Act,  1886,  and  the  Metropolitan 
'  Police  Courts  Act^  1897,  i-ehitmg  to 
lands  in  the  parishes  of  St.  Mary  Strat- 
ford Bow,  Last  Molesey,  and  Clerken- 
well,"  presented  accordingly,  and  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  be  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  and  to  Iw 
printed.   [Bill  70.] 
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TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Helensburgh,  in  favour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


ARMY  (SUPPLEMENTARY  ESTIMATE, 
1899-1800). 

Copy  presented,  of  Estimate  of  the 
additional  number  of  men  and  of  the 
further  amount  required  in  the  year  end- 
ing 31st  March  1900,  in  consequence  of 
the  War  in  South  Africa  [by  Command] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  36.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  AND  REVENUE  DE- 
PARTMENTS ESTIMATES,  1900-1901. 

Copy  presented  of  Estimates  for  Civil 
Services  and  Revenue  Departments  for 
the  year  ending  31st  March  1901,  together 
with  a  copy  of  the  Memorandum  by  the 
Financial  SiBcretary  to  the  Treasury  re- 
latii^  thereto  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.   [No.  37.] 

IMPERUL  OTTOMAN  GUARANTEED 
LOAN  OF  1865. 

Copy  presented,  of  Account  for  the 
year  1899  [by  Act];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

paper' LAID  UPON  THE  TABLE  BY 
THE  ULERK  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Bank  of  England, — Copy  of  all  appli- 
cations made  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer to  the  Governor  and  Deputy 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England  for 
Advances  to  Government  authorised  by 
Parliament,  from  5th  January,  1899,  to 
5th  January,  1900  [by  Act];  to  be 
printed.   [No.  38.] 

Naval  Expenditure  and  Mercantile 
Marine  (Great  Britain,  &c.) — Return 
ordered,  "showing  Aggregate  Naval  Ex- 
penditure on  Seagoingr^orce ;  Aggregate 
Revenue ;  Aggregate  Tonnage  Mer- 
cantile Marine;  Annua)  Clearances  of 
Shipping  in  the  Foreign  Trade ;  Annual 
Clearances  of  Shipping  in  the  Coasting 
Trade ;  Annual  Value  of  Imports  by  Sea, 
including  Bullion  and  Specie ;  and  Anniul 
Value  of  Exports  by  Sea,  including 
Bullion  and  Specie,  of  various  Countries, 
exclusive  of  China  and  South  American 


Republics,  but  including  British  Self- 
governing  Colonies,  for  the  year  1899  (in 
continuation  of  Parlvimentaiy  Paper,, 
No.  310,  of  Session  1899)."— {Sir  John 
Colomb.) 

EVENING  CONTINUATION  SCHOOLS- 

Return  ordered,  "  xmder  administrative 
counties  and  county  boroughs,  of  parti- 
culars with  respect  to  the  Evening  Con- 
tinuation Schools  inspected  for  the  year 
ended  the  30th  day  of  April,  1899."— 
(Mr.  SoNuHtse.) 

ALIEN  IMMIGRATION. 

Return  ordered  *'of  the  number  erf" 
Aliens  that  arrived  from  the  Continent 
at  ports  in  the  United  Kingdom  in  each 
month  of  the  year  1900."— (3fr.  RiUhie.) 

Return  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  he  printed. 
[Na  39.] 

CIVIL  CONTINGENCIES  FUND. 
Copy  ordered  "of  Accounts  showing — 

1.  The  receipts  and  payments  in. 
connection  with  the  fund  in  the- 
year  ended  the  3l8t  day  of  March,. 

1899; 

2.  The  distribution  of  the  capital  of 
the  fund  at  the  commencement 
and  close  of  the  year ; 

together  with  the  correspondence  of  the 
Comptroller     and     Auditor  General 

thereon." — {Mr,  Hanbury ) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie- 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  oe  printed. 
[No.  40.] 


QUESTIONS. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-BRITISH 
PRISONERS  AT  PRETORIA. 

Mr.  S.  T.  EVANS  (GUmorganshire, 
Mid) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  what  is  the  nimiber  of 
British  officers,  non-commissioned  oflBcerSi. 
and  men  now  prisoners  of  war  at  Pre- 
toria ;  and  whether  any  and,  if  so,  what 
steps  can  or  will  be  taken  in  the  event  of 
Pretoria  being  besieged  by  the  Britisli 
forces  for  the  protection  of  the  Hvea  of 
the  British  prisoners  of  war  in  Pretoria, 
in  case  of  failure  of  the  Transvaal  food. 
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supply,  and  in  case  of  the  shelling  of 
Pretoria  by  the  British  forces. 

The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover): 
According  to  the  latest  return  2,283 
officers  and  men  are  "missing."  We 
have  no  certain  knowledge  how  many 
of  them  are  prisoners.  The  matter  re- 
ferred to  in  the  second  paragraph  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question  must  be  left  to 
the  discretion  of  Lord  Roberts. 

EGYPTIAN  GUNS  AND  STOKES. 

Mb.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
Bast) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  any 
stores  and  arms  belonging  to  the  Egyptian 
Government  have  been  despatchedto  the 
Transvaal,  and  under  what  authority. 

•The  UNDER  SECRET  AEY  of  STATE 
JOB  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  {Mr.  Baoi>- 
.  RICK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Six  Maxim 
ffuns  have  been  obtained  from  Egypt  for 
Her  Maje^y's  forces,  with  the  consent 
of  Her  Majesty's  Agent  and  Consul 
General  and  of  the  Sirdar.  They  will  be 
replaced  from  this  country. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal  S.): 
Were  the  guus  removed  with  the  consent 
of  the  Egyptian  Government  ?  That  is 
the  question. 

P^o  answer  was  given.] 

COMPOSITION  OF  THE  BRITISH  FORCE 
AT  THE  FRONT. 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  would  state  approxi- 
mately how  the  180^600  of  our  tnxwps 
which,  in  the  estimate  of  the  Government, 
Are  expected  to  be  in  South  Africa  in 
the  next  fortnight  or  three  weeks  are 
made  up — namely,  how  many  are  British 
-and  Irish,  Kegulars,  Yeomanry,  Militia, 
And  Volunteers;  how  many  have  been 
raised  in  South  Africa ;  and  how  many 
Are  from  our  colonies  other  than  South 
Africa. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  composition 
ia  as  follows  in  round  nnmbers : — Regular 
Army,  126,000;  Royal  Navy,  1,000; 
Militia,  9,000 ;  Yeomanry,  -5,000 ;  Volun- 
teers, 10,000;  Colonial  Troops,  26,000. 
Total,  179,000.    I  Juive  Mt  out  odd 


numbers.  The  exact  total  is  1 79,846,  of 
which  about  20,000  were  raised  iu  South 
Africa,  and  about  6,000  come  from  other 
colonies.  I  may  add  that  since  X  gave 
this  figure  to  the  House,  it  has  been 
decided  to  send  17  additional  battalions 
of  Militi^,  and  that  3,000  additional 
Yeomanry  have  been  raised  and  will  be 
sent  out ;  bringing  the  total  of  Militia  to 
something  over  20,000,  the  total  of 
Yeomanry  to  8,000,  and  the  grand  total 
of  forces  of  all  kinds  to  about  194,000. 
Perhaps  I  ought  also  to  warn  any 
hon.  Members  who  are  not  familiar  with 
the  conditions  of  campaigning  that  very 
large  deductions  must  be  made  from  the 
total  numbers  sent  to  find  the  total 
number  at  any  time  available  in  the  field. 
But  I  have  excluded  all  killed  and 
I  missii^. 

I  SHOOTING  OF  BRITISH  SUBJECTS 
I    COMMANDEERED  BY  THE  ENEMY. 

I     Mr.  BRYN   ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
I  shire,  Eifion) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary 
I  of  State  for  the  Colonies  whether  he 
1  will  add  to  his  inquiries  concerning  the 
men  reported  to  have  been  shot  in  the 
I  Orange  Free  State  for  refusing  to  foe 
commandeered,  the  query  whether  they 
are  burghers,  native  or  naturalised,  of  the 
Free    State,  and  have  been  granted 
naturalisation,  on  the  terms  of  their 
being  subject  to  all  the  obligations  and 
liabiBties  of  burghers. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  The  Governor  of  Natal 
has  been  asked  whether,  assuming  there 
was  any  truth  in  the  report,  there  were 
any  circumstances  tendii^  to  exonerate 
the  authorities  of  the  Orange  Free  State. 
This  includes  the  hon.  Member's  query. 


ALLEGED  SHOOTING  OF  BOERS  AT 
DE  AAR. 

Mb.  SHEE  (Waterford,  W.):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War,  with  reference  to  the  statement 
attributed  to  ex-Police  Constable  Sharp' 
of  the  Blackburn  Police,  now  a  private  in 
the  Ist  Shropshire  Regiment  8er\*ingwith 
Lord  Methuen,  that,  while  that  regiment 
was  at  De  Aar,  seven  Boers  and  two 
Irishmen  were  taken  out  and  shot, 
whether,  as  neither  Lord  Methuen  nor 
any  other  cosmiandin^  officer  has  made 
report  on  such  an  incident,  inquiry  will 
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be  made  of  him  whether  there  is  any 
foundation  for  such  a  statement. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  If  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber will  refer  me  to  the  authority  on 
which  this  statement  is  attributed  to 
Private  Sharp  I  will  make  inquiries,  if 
the  statement  affords  any  bdsis  upon 
which  a  question  to  Ijord  Roberts  can  be 
formulated. 


CDNTKABAXD  OK    WAR— RIGHT  OF 
SEARCH— THE  "  HERZO(*." 

*Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  {Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Admiralty  is  he  aware  that  the  shijp 
"  Herzog  "  was  detained  b^  Her  Majesty  s 
ship  "Theti8^"and  taken  in  to  Durban  on 
suspicion  of  carrying  contraband  of  war ; 
that  there  was  on  board  the  "  Herzog  " 
a  large  party  of  men  professing  to  be  an 
ambulance  party  ;  that  these  men  were 
armed,  some  of  their  arms  being  in  charge 
of  the  captain ;  that,  besides  these,  there 
were  some  forty  second-class  passengers 
with  no  recc^nised  status,  affecting  to 
belong  to  Geneva  red  cross  societies  ; 
also  that  the  "  Herzog's "  papers  showed 
that  among  her  cargo  were  numerous 
cases  professing  to  contain  macaroni, 
which  there  is  reason  to  believe  contained 
rifles ;  and  that  there  were  also  largo 
quantities  of  tinned  provisions,  coffee, 
boots,  cyanide,  and  other  things  of  use  in 
warlike  operations,  most  of  them  con- 
signed to  Mr,  Potts,  the  Transvaal  Vice 
Consul  at  Delagoa  Bay,  and  others  of 
them  consigned  to  well-known  Transvaal 
agents  there ;  will  he  say  by  whom  and  in 
virtueof  whatauthoritythe  "Herzog"  was 
released  without  any  examination  being 
made  of  her  cargo  or  passengers  by  the 
Prize  Court,  and  were  Her  Majesty's 
Government  consulted  with  reference  to 
the  release  of  this  vessel ;  and  was  the 
release  of  the  vessel  ordered  by  Her 
Majesty's  (Jovemment ;  and  if  so,  why. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK  :  The  "  Herzog  " 
was  detained  by  Her  Majesty's  ship 
*'  Thetis  "  and  taken  into  Durban  on  sus- 
incion  of  carrying  contraband  of  war.  She 
was  released  by  order  of  Her  Majesty's 
Govenunent,  as  summai^  search  did  not 
reveal  guns  or  ammumtion,  and  assur- 
ances ol  a  satisfactory  nature  had  been 
given  by  the  German  Government  on 
behalf  of  the  company  she  belonged  to. 
No  contraband  was  found  among  her 


cargo  at  Lorenzo  Marques the  fact  of 
members  of  an  ambulance  corps  currying 
revolvers  would  not  disqualify  them  from 
claiming  to  be  non-combatants.  The- 
officers  of  the  British  Army  Medical  C^rps- 
carry  swords,  and  occasionally  revolvers. 
It  is  not  known  that  these  revolvers  were 
in  chaige  of  the  captain. 

MILITARY  HOSPITALS. 

Dr.  FARQUHAKSON  (Aberdeen- 
shire, W.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  statements  as  to- 
the  defects  in  the  military  hospitals  in 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal ;  and  whether  he 
has  any  inrormation  which  he  can  com- 
municate to  the  House  with  a  view  of  re- 
lieving the  anxiety  of  those  who  have 
relatives  or  friends  among  the  sick  and 
wounded  in  South  Africa.- 

•.Mr.  WYNDHAM:  In  reply  I  will 
read  selections  from  two  telegrams  on  the 
matter  from  Lord  Roberts  and  Sir  Redvers- 
BuUer.    Lord  Roberts,  telegraphing  from 

t  Gape  Town,  January  22,  1900,.  7.45  p.m.,. 

I  says — 

I  "Titers  is  no  veal  foniiilation  for  report 
.  reHecting  on  lioBpitals  at  tlie  Cape.     I  am 

perfeetd.y  satisfied  with  all  arrangemeBta  for 
1  receptioa  and  traatment  of  voanded.  The 
I  quality  of  cooking  was  bidifiareat  for  first 

week  ;  nothing  more  can.  be  complained  of,  and 
I  thiK  was  rectined  as  soon  as  possible.   .   .  ." 

I  Sir  Redvers  BuHer  telegraphed  to  Lord 
I  Roberts,  January  30,  1900,  10.50  a.m.— 

"  One  of  the  Natal  papers  is  attacking  tbe 
muiagement  of  the  military  hospitals,  anil,  as- 
some  of  tbe  false  and  ridiculoQH  statements 
may  cause  anxiety  at  liome,  I  think  it  li^t  to 
say  that  Mr.  Treves  assures  me  there  u  no- 
possible  groond  forcomplaintj  and  that  I  may 
rest  satimed  that  all  the  medical  arrangements 
are  completely  aalvdactary  to  faini.  I  pressed 
bim  if  he  could  suggest  inuiroveinent,  and  he 
saitl  he  could  not.  ...  I  have  given  the 
matter  every  oonudenttion,  and  can  only  ex- 
presii  my  adnuratiom  of  the  arrangements 
made  by  Colonel  tiiUway  and  the  Koyal  Army 
Medical  Corps,  and  htt.  Treves  asavres  me 

I  that  he  entirely  agrees  with  me." 

I 

I 

I  HAY  CONTRACTS. 

;  Mb.  PHILIPFS  (Pembrokeshire) :  I  beg 
,  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
I  whether  large  quantities  of  hay  for  Scnith 
1  Africa  are  being  purchased  in  North  and 
South  America ;  if  so,  what  prices  are 
being  paid;  and  what  attempts  have  been 
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made  to  buy  siiiular  hay  in  Great  Britain, 
and  what  prices  were  oiTeTed. 

•The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.)  :  Large 
quantities  of  hay  for  South  Africa  are 
>>eing  purchased  in  North  and  South 
America.  The  prices  at  which  eontractfl 
are  placed  are  not  made  public.  Tenders 
have  been  invited  for  British  hay,  but 
the  prices  at  which  home-zrown  hay  has 
been  offered  involve  a  much  heavier  total 
cost  on  delivery  in  South  Africa  than  is 
incurred  for  the  American  hay,  while  the 
bay  iteelf  is  not  so  suitable  for  the  pur- 
poses of  the  present  campaign. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  Is 
it  not  a  fact  that  large  quantities  of 
foreign-bought  hay  have  turned  out  to  be 
rotten  1 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  Is  not  the  freight  on  hay  from 
this  country  less  than  from  America  ? 

•Mr.  J.  POWELL- WILLIAMS :  The 
total  cost  of  hay  is  less  when  sent  from 
America  than  when  sent  from  this 
country.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  large 
consignments  of  hay  from  America  hanng 
been  found  rotten. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  did  not  refer 
merely  to  American  hay.  Is  it  not  the 
case  that  a  large  quantity  of  foreign- 
bought  hay  has  had  to  be  condemnMi  by 
the  authorities  7 

•Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  I  do 
not  know  of  fmy  having  had  to  be  con- 
demned. 

BOOT  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  CHANNING  (Northampton- 
shire, E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  War  Office  whether  the 
War  Office  has  obtained  from  Indian  fac- 
tories a  large  quantity  of  boots  for  the 
use  of  the  troops  in  South  Africa ;  what 
number  of  pairs  of  boots  have  been  thus 
obtained  ;  at  what  price  they  have  been 
Bupi^ed,  and  at  what  prices  Army  boots, 
liotn  hand  sewn  and  machine  made,  have 
been  contracted  for  this  past  year  in 
Northamptonshire  and  other  shoe  manu- 
facturing districts  in  England ;  whether 
very  large  tenders  of  boots  have  been 
made  by  English  firms  this  past  year. 


and  oiUy  small  orders  placed  .with  such 
firms  on  the  ground  of  price ;  whether  it 
was  f ou  d  wat  the  Indian  made  boots 
supplied  to  Lord  Kitchener's  forces  in  the 
Soudan  proved  unsatisfactory,  while 
English  made  wire  sewn  and  rivetetl 
boots  stood  the  campaign  exceedingly 
well ;  and  whether  the  leather  out  of 
which  Indian  boots  are  made  is  thinner, 
and  therefore  unsuitable  for  rough  travel- 
ling in  stony  country ;  whether  the 
Indian  boots  supplied  to  the  South 
Africa  forces  were,  before  the  decision  to 
ptm;haso,  submitted  to  the  usual  examina- 
tion of  the  Army  boot  inspectors  in  this 
country ;  and  whether,  in  arranging  for 
the  present  and  future  requirements  of 
the  troops,  the  War  Office  will  take  the 
proper  steps  to  secure  the  soundest  and 
strongest  boots  from  approved  English 
firms  at  a  fair  price,  having  regard  to  the 
increase  in  the  price  of  sound  ^ther  and 
to  the  cost  of  British  labour. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWTILL-WILLIAMS  :  In 
order  to  meet  a  very  urgent  demand 
60,000  pairs  of  boots  have  been  ordered 
from  India,  at  prices  equal  to  the  lowest 
price  paid  in  England.  They  could  not 
have  been  obtained  as  quickly  from  any 
other  soutce.  Contract  prices  are  not 
disclosed.  The  Indian  boots  supplied  lor 
the  Soudan,  as  well  as  the  Eng^h  made 
wire-sown  and  riveted  boots,  were  found 
quite  satisfactory.  The  Indian  boots  were 
subjected  to  the  usual  inspection  in  India, 
and  were  shipped  thence  to  South  Africa. 
Orders  for  iMOts  have,  during  the  past 
year,  been  placed  at  home  with  all  firms 
ofiering  supplies  at  reasonable  prices.  The 
ofi'ers  declifled  were  from  makers  whose 
quotations  were  much  above  the  mass  of 
tenders  received.  As  a  rule,  the  boots  of 
the  British  Army  are  obtained  from  home 
manufacturers,  but  in  a  time  of  emergency, 
when  immediate  deliveiy  is  necessary, 
other  sources  of  supply  ttave  occasionally 
to  be  resorted  to. 

Mb,  CHANNING :  May  I  ask  why 

these  requirement)  were  not  anticipate 
in  time  to  get  the  boots  in  England  % 
Have  not  tenders  for  300,000  pairs  been 
issued  within  the  past  week  % 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

IRISH  MILITIA  REGIMENTS  ON 

FOREIGN  SERVICE. 

Mr.  field  (DubUn,  St.  Patrick) :  I 
b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
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for  War,  will  he  escplain  in  what  manner 
Irish  Militia  r^imeiits  who  are  stated  to 
have  volunteered  for  the  C^pe  offered 
such  service ;  whether  the  men  were 
individually  consulted  by  their  command- 
.ing  ofBcer  ;  and  whether  any  opportunity 
was  subsequently  afforded  to  them  of 
reconsidering  their  decision. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  mode  of 
calling  on  Kfilitia  units  for  service  abroad 
has  been  left  to  the  commanding  officers, 
who  have  received  explicit  orders  to  allow 
no  pressure  to  be  put  on  the  men.  It 
has  been  usual  in  the  case  of  embodied 
units  to  ask  the  men  on  parade,  in  the 
case  of  disembodied  units  to  send  to  each 
individual  a  reply-paid  postcard.  In  all 
cases  an  opportunity  is  given  to  the  men 
of  reconsidering  their  decisions.  The 

feneral  officer,  or  an  officer  deputed  by 
im,  inspects  the  unit  on  parade  before 
its  departure  and  asks  any  man  who  does 
not  volunteer  to  step  out  of  the  ranks 
and  say  so.  Of  this  opportunity  a  few 
men  have  taken  advantage. 

YEOMANRY  COMMISSIONS. 
Mb.  barlow  (Somersetshire,  Frome); 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  why  it  is  that  gentlemen  who 
have  only  done  a  few  weeks  training  in 
Yeomanry  cavalry  have  been  granted 
commissions  as  majors  and  captains  in 
the  Imperial  Yeomanry  and  Mounted  In- 
fantry force,  while  Reserve  officers  with 
from  five  to  eight  years  service  in  the 
Household  Bri^ide  and  cavalry  and  in- 
fantry of  the  line  are  only  giyen  the  rank 
of  lieutenant. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  selection  of 
all  the  regimental  officers  of  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry  has  been  entrusted  to  the 
Yeomanry  Committee,  subject  to  the  ap- 
proval of  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  he 
does  not  doubt  that  they  have  made  their 
selection  in  the  manner  most  conducive, 
in  their  opinion,  to  the  efficiency  of  the 
corps. 

THE  DEVONSHIRE  YEOMANRY. 

Sir  CAMERON  GULL  (Devonshire, 
Barnstaple) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  will  he  explain 
why  the  Devonshire  company  of  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  has  been  notified  that 
it  will  not  embark  for  another  three 
wpeks,  although  it  has  been  in  continuous 


trainiiig  for  a  nionth  and  has  been  very 
favourably  rqnrted  on  both  by  the 
inspecting  officer  and  by  the  colonel 
commanding. 

*Me.  WYNDHAM :  Transport  is  as- 
signed for  companies  of  Yeomanry  on  the 
'  application  of  the  Imperial  Yeomanry 
Committee ;  and  the  onier  in  which  the 

companies  are  taken  rests  entirely  with 
that  Committee.  The  Committee's  re- 
quisition for  transport  for  the  Devonshire 
Company  was  received  on  the  29th 
January ;  but  by  that  time  all  ships  avail- 
able for  the  carriage  of  horses  had  been 
appropriated  for  other  companies  and  for 
the  4th  Cavalry  Brigade.  No  further 
horse  transports  can  now  be  available  till 
the  21at  instant. 


VOLUNTEER  OFFICERS*  COMMISSIONS. 

Mr.  M'CRAE  (Edinbuigh,  E.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared to  introduce  a  short  amending  Act 
to  allow  Volunteer  officers  to  volunteer 
for  active  service,  and  to  permit  of  their 
services  as  officers  being  acc^ited,  where 
approved,  by  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES  (Silfoni,  W.) : 
I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  what  is  the 
provision  in  the  Volunteer  Act  that  dis- 
ables Volunteer  officers  who  are  willing  to 
serve  Her  Majesty  outside  Great  Britain 
from  being  appointed  officers  in  the 
regular  Army  by  commission  or  acting 
cominission,  in  the  same  way  as  gentle- 
men who  are  not  Volunteer  officers  ;  and 
whether  the  acceptance  of  a  commission 
or  acting  commission  in  the  regular  Army 
in  itself  binds  the  person  accepting  it  to 
serve  Her  Majesty  wherever  called  upon 
to  do  so. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  has  been  found 
possible  to  effect  the  object  sought  with- 
out an  alteration  of  the  Act.  It  was  at 
first  considered  necessary  to  enlist  officers 
as  well  as  men  in  order  to  bring  them 
under  military  law.  The  War  uffioe  is, 
however,  now  advised  that  the  grant  of  a 
temporary  commission  will  effect  ^is 
object. 

Mr.  LEES  KNOWLES:  Doea  that 
apply  to  Imperial  Yeomuiry  oommisnoiu 
as  well) 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes. 
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OFFER  OF  A  BATTERY,  WITH  MEN, 
BY  BfESSRS.  AKH8TR0N6  AND  THE 
COUNTY  OF  NOKTHUHBEKLAND. 

Mr.  J.  A.  PEASE  (Northumberland, 
TjTieaide) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
Messrs.  Armstrong,  Whitworth,  and  Co. 
have  at  any  time  within  the  past  six 
months  offered  to  either  the  Imperial  or 
Colonial  Governments  guns  for  use  in 
South  Africa,  which  have  have  been  de- 
clined ;  if  so.  whether  he  can  state  the 
number  and  character  of  the  guns  offered, 
and  why  they  were  declined. 

♦Mb.  WYNDHAM  :  In  December  last 
a  battery  of  six  15  -  pounder  guns, 
similar  to  those  with  which  our  field 
batteries  are  armed,  was  offered  by 
Sir  Andrew  Noble  for  the  use  of  the 
Natal  colonial  forces.  This  offer  was 
transmitted  to  Natal,  and  a  reply  was  re- 
ceived to  the  effect  that  the  Natal  colonial 
forces  were  at  that  time  unable  to  accept 
the  battery;  at  the  same  time  it  was 
asked  that  the  offer  might  be  kept  open. 
Meanwhile,  a  further  offer  was  made  by 
Lord  Grey,  with  the  consent  of  Sir 
Andrew  ^loble,  to  send  out  this  same 
battery  of  15-pounder  guns,  manned  by 
Volunteers,  on  behalf  of  the  county  of 
Northumberland.  This  offer  has  been 
accepted,  and  the  battery  is  now  being 
prepared  for  embarkation  to  South 
Africa. 

SLEEPING  HELMETS. 

Mb.  BKOADHURST  (Leicester):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  is  aware  that  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  those  acquainted  with  the 
South  African  climate  some  of  our  troops 
have  been  supplied  with  sleeping  helmets 
at  the  instance  of  private  donors;  that 
such  helmets  are  regarded  as  an  absolutely 
necessary  protection  against  pneumonia 
and  other  lung  troubles ;  and  if  the  War 
Office  will  cause  all  the  troops  to  be 
furnished  with  them. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  question  of 
providing  some  head-dress  for  sleeping  in 
is  under  consideration. 


RESERVE  OFFICERS'  OUTFITS. 

Mr.  BARLOW:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
by  the  r^ulations  Reserve  officers  when 
called  out  for  active  service  are  entitled  to 


a  sum  of  £100  to  provide  their  outfit; 
and  will  he  explain  why,  seeing  that  it 
was  published  in  the  official  papers  that 
Reserve  officers  might  apply  for  com- 
missions in  the  Imperial  Yeomanry,  the 
War  Office  refuses  to  give  these  officers 
this  grant  of  £100,  so  that  although  the 
Imperial  Yeomanry  Fund  gives  them  £65, 
yet  they  do  not  obtain  the  full  allowance 
prescribed  by  the  regulations. 

♦Mr.  WYNDHAM :  A  member  of  the 
Reserve  d  Officers  if  cdled  out  for  duty  is 
entitled  to  an  outfit  allowance  of  £100, 
but  such  officers  of  the  R6ser\'e  as  have 
joined  the  Imperial  Yeomanry  have  not 
been  called  out  and  are  merely  volunteers 
for  that  corps.  As  such,  they  are  not 
entitled  to  more  outfit  allowance  than  the 
other  officers  who  have  volunteered. 


DELAGOA  BAY  RAILWAY. 

•Sir  E.  T.  GOURLEY  (Sunderland)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will  be  good 
enough  to  inform  the  House  who  is  re- 
ceiving the  traffic  money  of  the  Delagoa 
Bay  Railway  which  belongs  to  the 
British  creditors  who  built  the  line  upon 
land  assigned  by  Portuguese  concession ; 
whether  he  has  considered  the  propriety 
of  taking  such  steps  as  would  protect  the 
property  and  its  revenues  in  the  interests 
of  British  subjects,  seeing  that  no  awa.d 
has  yet  been  obtained  from  the  arbitra- 
tors after  ten  years'  consideration  of  the 
subject ;  has  he  received  any  explana- 
tion or  reason  why  the  award,  which  in 
the  last  session  he  assured  the  House 
would  be  delivered  in  October  last,  was 
not  made,  and  has  not  yet  been  made ; 
and  is  then  any  reason  to  believe  that 
the  Boer  and  Portuguese  Grovemments 
have  influenced  the  delay  of  the  award  in 
order  that  this  English  railway  should 
continue  to  be  made  the  means  of  trans- 
porting, for  Boer  service,  volunteers  and 
arms  and  munitions  of  war  ;  and  can  he 
assure  the  British  shareholders  of  the 
railway  that  some  immediate  effort  will 
be  made  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
to  protect  their  interests  by  insisting  on 
an  award  being  made  without  further 
excuse  or  delay. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  railway  is  in 
the  hands  of  the  Portuguese  Govern- 
ment. Her  Majesty's  Government  have 
been  given  no  reasons  or  explanations  as 
to  the  delay  in  the  delivery  of  the  award. 
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nor  are  they  aware  of  the  cause  of  the 
delay,  which  they  consider  regrettable. 
They  cannot  interfere  with  the  pro- 
ceecun^  of  the  tribtmaL 

KOYAL  MARINES-SEPARATION 
ALLOWANCES. 

Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admi- 
ralty whether  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  have  considered  the  in- 
equality in  the  treatment  of  the  Royal 
Marine  forces,  who  have  been  landed  with 
the  Naval  Brigade,  in  the  matter  of 
separation  allowances  as  compared  with 
the  other  armed  forces  in  South  Africa 
with  a  view  to  the  removal  of  such  in- 
equality ;  will  he  explain  why  under 
present  regulations  the  marines  if 
manied  are  deprived  of  the  lodging 
allowance  of  Ss.  6d.  per  week  when 
ordered  for  embarkation  afloat,  whilst  the 
soldier's  wife  who  is  nuuried  on  the 
strength  of  the  regiment  is  granted 
separation  allowance  of  8d.  per  day  with 
4cl.  per  day  for  each  child  ;  and  whether 
the  lodging  allowance  of  6d.  per  day  now 
granted  to  the  marine  when  married  on 
shore  can  be  continued  in  all  cases  when 
embai-ked  afloat. 

*The  first  lord  of  the  ADMI- 
RALTY (Mr.  GoscHEN,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  The  question  raised 
by  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  is 
inherent  in  the  conditions  of  service  in 
the  Royal  Navy,   and   the  regulations 

foveming  the  allowances  of  the  Royal 
larines  cannot  be  made  throughout 
identical  with  those  obtaining  in  the 
Army.  No  distinction  is  made  between 
Marines  when  serving  afloat,  and  when 
landed  from  one  of  H.M.  ships  for  shore 
operations,  as  a  portion  of  a  Naval 
Brigade  while  still  borne  on  ships'  books, 
as  in  operations  in  which  the  ser^'ices  of 
the  Marines  are  lent  for  a  time  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  land  forces.  When  not 
borne  on  ship's  books  and  serving  with 
the  Army,  a  Marine  receives  all  Army 
allowances  at  existing  Army  rates.  With 
regard  to  the  last  general  question,  I  am 
not  prepared  to  revise  the  scale  of  pay  of 
the  Marines  after  the  concession  which  I 
was  glad  to  be  able  to  make  to  them  last 
year. 

SOLDIERS'  EFFECTS  FUND. 

Sir  J.  L£NG  (Dundee) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 


what  is  the  present  amount  the 
Soldiers'  Effects  Fund;  what  has  been 
the  average  sum  by  which  it  has  been 
augmented  during  the  last  three  years ; 
and  whether  as  the  Royal  Commissioaen 
have  reported  there  are  still  many 
hundreds  of  widows  of  Crimean 
soldiers  whose  claims  have  not  been 
met,  this  fund  can  be  applied  for  their 
benefit. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
present  amount  of  the  fund  is  ;£159,683, 
and  the  average  sum  by  which  it  has  been 
augmented  during  the  last  three  years  is 
jC6,278.  The  fund  is  a  diminishing  fund, 
and  is  not  available  for  cases  of  widows 
whose  husbands  did  not  die  on  service  or 
within  six  months  of  dischar^ 

GOVERNMENT  CLERICAL 
ESTABLISHMENTS. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  tv 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether,  in  filling  up  the  existing 
vacancies  in  the  clerical  establishments  in 
the  Royal  Ordnance  Factories,  in  the 
Army  Clothing  Factory,  in  the  Type 
Writing  Department  of  the  War  Office, 
and  in  the  Army  Nursing  Ser\Tce,  the 
Secretary  of  State  will  endeavour  to 
favourably  consider  the  applications  of  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  officers  of  the  Army 
and  Navy  who  have  been  killed  in  action, 
or  who  have  died  from  wounds  received 
or  from  illness  contracted  whilst  on  active 
8er^'ice,  and  whose  funilies  have  been  left 
in  necessitous  circumstances. 

*Mr.  W^DHAM  :  The  Secretarj'  of 
State  will  gladly  take  these  cases  into 
consideration,  where  appointments  are  not 
reserved  by  Order  in  Council  for  public 
competition ;  but  almost  all  the  clerical 
appointments  mentioned,  except  those  tor 
typists,  are  so  reserved. 

COAL  EMERGENCY  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  I  be§  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  will 
state  when  and  under  what  circumstances 
steam  coal  has  ever  been  taken  by  the 
Admiralty  on  emergency  contracts : 
whether  the  Government  has  notified 
foreign  Powers  that  a  state  of  war  exists 
between  the  British  Empire  and  the 
South  African  Republics;  why  none  of 
the  contracts  for  the  supply  of  steam 
vessels'  coals  to  the  Government  in  times 
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of  emergency  have  been  put  into  force 
during  the  past  few  months ;  and  when 
he  makes  the  proposed  modifications  in 
the  present  form  of  emer^ncy  contract, 
will  he  consider  the  desirability  of  securing 
the  right  to  claim  all  the  produce  of 
collieries  entering  into  the  contract  at  the 
market  price  of  me  day  during  the  period 
of  an  emergency,  and  of  paying  some 
small  subsidy  in  consideration,  as  is  now 
done  to  shipowners  and  owners  of  horses. 

♦Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  The  answer  to  the 
hon.  Member's  first  question  is — In  1888 
for  the  naval  manceuvres.  Since  tben  the 
emergency  contracts  have  not  provided 
for  the  case  of  the  annual  manceuvres ; 
the  answer  to  the  second  question  is  in 
the  afiirmative ;  the  answer  to  the  third 
question  is  that  the  circumstances  at  the 
time  did  not  render  it  necessary  to  draw 
coal  under  the  emergency  contracts — we 
have  done  better  without  them :  in  regard 
to  the  last  question,  care  will  be  taken 
when  new  emergency  contracts  are  made 
to  consider  every  reasonable  suggestion 
which  is  made,  bnt  the  hon.  Member  will 
not,  I  am  sure,  expectj  me  to  say  more. 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS :  Is  it  not  a  fact 
that  the  Government  pay  a  much  higher 
price? 

*Mk,  GOSCHEN :  I  do  not  think  I 
ought  to  say  much  about  prices. 

THE  EXPLOSION  ON  THE  "REVENGE." 

Aduiral  FIELD:  I  be^  to  ask  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  if  he  can  give 
any  information  as  to  the  cause  of  the 
recent  explosion  of  cordite  in  the 
magazine  of  the  flagship  "  Revenge  "  in 
the  Mediterranean;  whether  the  tempera- 
tiu*e  of  the  magazine  was  abnormally 
high ;  whether  the  system  of  ventilation 
was  defective ;  and  whether  any  improve- 
ment can  be  suggested  for  reducing  the 
temperature  of  magazines  in  which  nigh 
explosives  are  stored. 

*Mr.  GOSCHEN :  An  inquiry  has  been 
held  as  to  the  recent  small  explosion  of 
cordite  in  H.M.S.  '*  Revenge,"  and  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  obtained  has  been 
referred  to  the  War  OflBee  for  the  opinion 
of  the  Ordnance  Committee.  Until  this 
has  been  obtained,  nothing  can  be  said  as 
to  the  pxibable  cause  of  the  e^losion. 
There  is  do  evidence,  so  far,  traiding  to 


show  that  it  was  due  to  high  temperature, 
the  temperature  of  the  magazine  not 
having  been  abnormally  high  for  some 
considerable  time  before  the  explosion 
took  place.  During  the  summer  the 
recorded  temperatures  were  somewhat 
high.  In  reply  to  the  last  question  of 
the  gallant  >iember,  steps  are  being  taken 
to  reduce  the  temperature  (rf  magazinea 
in  which  high  temperatures  have  been 
recorded. 

CHIPPING  RIFLE  RANGE. 
Mr.  TOMLINSON  (Preston) :  I  bee  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  ot  State  for  War 
whether  the  Government,  in  considering 
the  question  of  providing  additional  rifle 
ranges,  are  also  proposing  to  deal  with 
that  of  improving  the  access  to  existing 
ranges,  and  whether,  in  particular,  it  is 
intended  to  encourage  or  assist  the  making 
of  a  light  railway  from  Longridge,  near 
Preston,  to  Chipping,  in  order  to  facilitate 
the  use  by  Volmiteers  and  others  of  the 
range  at  Chipping,  on  which  a  large 
amount  of  money  has  been  expended  by 
the  prosent  and  the  previous  Gkivemment. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  question  of 
providing  additional  rifle  ranges  is 
receiving  the  special  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Gk>vemment,  but  the  War  Office 
has  no  knowledge  of  the  light  railway 
referred  to. 

Mr.  TOMLINSON :  Will  inquiry  be 
made? 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM :  I  shall  be  happy  to 
pay  attention  to  any  communication 
addressed  to  me  on  the  subject. 

BASUTOLAND--NATIVE  LABOUR. 

Mb.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  his  attention 
has  ]>een  called  to  the  speech  of  £arl 
Grey,  one  of  the  directors  of  the  South 
African  Chartered  Company,  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  company  on  14th  December, 
1899,  in  which  he  advocates  the  imposi- 
tion of  a  hut  tax  of  £1  per  hut  as  an 
incentive  to  labour,  in  conformity  with 
the  practice  which  exists  in  Basuto- 
land,  and  with  the  permission  of  the 
Imperial  authorities,  the  establishment  of 
a  labour  tax  which  able-bodied  natives 
should  be  required  to  pay  who  are  tmable 
to  show  a  certdfieate  of  four  months* 

Digitized  by 


91 9  Questt&ns.  { COMMONS } 


Qiustions. 


920 


work ;  whether  the  Imperial  authorities 
have  been  approached  on  this  subject ; 
and  whether  they  have  ^reed  to  the 
labour  tax  as  suggested  by  mr\  Grey. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  answer 
to  the  first  part  of  the  question  is  in  the 
affirmative.  In  reply  to  the  second  and 
third  I  hare  to  say  that  no  proposals  on  the 
subject  have  been  as  yet  placed  before 
me  by  the  company. 

GOLD  COAST— RAILWAYS. 
Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretaryof  State  for  the  Colonies  what 
progress  has  been  made  with  the  Govern- 
ment railway  between  Cape  Coast  Castle 
and  Axim  in  the  Gold  Coast  Colony  ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  the  advisability 
of  extending  the  system  of  State  railways 
from  ^he  town  of  Winnebah  to  Acasu, 
Akropong,  Kumassi,  and  Brandfordville, 
with  a  view  of  tuning  up  to  commerce 
the  fertile  plains  in  the  hinterland  of  that  i 
colony  and  protectorate. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN ;  No  rail- 
way is  being  made  along  the  coast  from 
Cape  Coast  to  Axim,  but  one  is  being 
made  from  Secondee  to  Tarquah,  and  will 
be  completed  in  the  course  of  this  year. 
The  question  of  making  other  railways  is 
under  consideration,  and  preliminary 
surveys  have  been  made  of  two  diflferent 
routes  to  Coomassie,  one  of  which  starts 
from  Appam,  near  Winnabah. 

INDIAN  EXPENDITURE  COMMISSION. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  (Bethnal  Green,  N.E.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India  if  he 
can  inform  the  House  when  the  Report 
of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Indian  Ex- 
penditure is  likely  to  be  issued. 

The  secretary  of  STATE  for 
INDIA  (Lord  O.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing) :  I  understand  bt)m  the  Chairman 
of  the  Commission  that  it  is  expected  that 
the  report  will  be  signed  on  the  14th  of 
February. 

INDIAN  FAMINE. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN  (Banffshire) : 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
India  whether  his  attention  has  been 
drawn  to  an  allegation  contained  in  a 
drcular  letter,  dated  27th  December  last, 


from  the  Government  of  India  to  the 
local  governments,  to  the  effect  that  the 
people  in  the  famine  districts  are  ex- 
tremely ready  to  throw  themselves  on 
the  charity  of  the  State,  and  to  avail 
themselves  of  every  form  of  rdief; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  this  statem«it 
has  excited  surprise  and  dissatisfaction  in 
India;  and  whether  he  will  state  the 
evidence  upon  which  the  allegation  is 
made,  and  since  what  period  it  is 
suggested  that  this  feature  has  developed 
iti^  in  the  Indiui  character. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON :  I  have  seen 
the  circular  letter  dated  the  27th  Decem- 
ber to  which  the  hon.  Member's  question 
refers,  but  I  cannot  accept  his  description 
of  its  contents  ^vithout  some  important 
qualifications,  and  I  am  not  aware  that 
it  has  caused  dissatisfaction  in  India.  The 
circular  suggests,  as  the  result  of  practical 
experience  and  investigation  of  the  relief 
system  as  now  workra,  that  care  shraild 
m  taken  not  to  allow  the  revenues  of 
India  to  be  expended  for  the  benefit  of 
'  persons  who  are  not  actually  in  need  of 
it ;  but  it  further  states  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  fully  approves  the  prompt 
action  which  has  been  taken  to  organise 
famine  relief  on  a  large  scale,  ana  that 
they  share  the  anxiety  of  the  local 
Grovemments  that  relief  shall  be  made 
accessible  from  the  outset  to  the  people. 

THE  BROTHERS  NATU. 
Sir  W.  WEDDERBURN ;  I  beg  t«> 
ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  India 
whether  the  release  of  the  Natu  brothers 
is  unconditional ;  and  whether,  in  view  of 
the  conspicuous  loyalty  exhibited  by  the 
Indian  people  at  this  critical  time,  he  will 
make  a  statement  regarding  the  Natus 
which  will  satisfy  the  pubue  that  the 
measures  taken  in  their  case  were  pru- 
dent and  necessary. 

Lord  G.  HAMILTON  :  The  answer  to 
the  first  question  is  in  the  affinnativ&  I 
fully  apprecnate  the  loyalty  exhihated  by 
the  pnnces  and  peoples  tn  India ;  but  I 
do  not  propose  to  add  anything  to  the 
statement  I  have  already  made  with  re- 
gard to  the  recent  detention  of  the  Nata 
brothers. 

WORKMEN'S  TRAMS. 
Mr.  lough  (IsUngton,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  whether  his  attention  has  been 
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drawn  to  the  model  clause  which  is  now 
inserted  iiu>Tnimway  Bills  to  ensure  a 
service  suil^ed  to  workmen ;  and  if  he 
would  consider  whether,  having  regard 
to  the  time'lhat  has  elapsed  since  it  was 
framed  and  to  the  general  adoption  of 
electric  traction,  the  existing  clause  could 
be  amended  in  respect  of  the  lateness  of 
the  hour  in '  the  morning  at  which  work- 
men's cars  are  provided,  the  number  of 
these  cars  that  must  be  run  daily,  and  the 
amount  of  the  fare  charged ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  the  Board  of  Trade  will  under- 
take to  amend  the  clause  in  these  respects, 
or  to  provide  a  new  one. 

*Thb  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  The 
alteration  of  a  model  dauae  in  Tramway 
Bills  is  a  matter  for  the  authorities  of 
Parliament, 'and  not  far  me.  I  will  bring 
the  matter  under  their  notice. 

BUCKLAND  MUSEUM  OF  FISH 
CULTURE. 

Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
6REE :  I  buE  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether,  in  new  of 
the  statement  made  to  the  deputation 
which  waited  on  the  Lord  I^^mdent  of 
the  Council  and  himself  on  Jlklonday  last 
that  there  Was  not  sufficient  room  to 
accommodate  the  Buckland  Museum  of 
Fish  Culture  at  South  Kensington 
Museum,  he  would  consider  the  advisa- 
bility of  removing  it  to  the  branch  museum 
at  Etethnal  Qreen. 

*Mr.  RITCHIE :  Bethnal  Green  would 
hardly  seem  to  be  a  particularly  con- 
venient and  accessible  situation  for  the 
Buckland  Museum  of  Fish  Culture ;  but 
I  will  take  care  that  the  hon.  Member's 
suggestion  shall  receive  consideration, 
together  with  all  other  su^^^tions  which 
may  be  made. 

SECIIET  SERVICE  FUND. 
Mr.  PHILIPPS  :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr. 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  whether,  in 
\iew  of  the  Tact  that  in  each  of  the  last 
three  years  a  balance  of  money  voted  by 
Parliament  for  secret  service  has  been 
unexpended,'  be  would  stete  the  amount, 
if  any,  of  the  Vote  for  secret  service  that 
remains  unexpended  during  the  present 
financial  year. 

The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  It  woiud  not  be  possible,  without 


calling  for  accounts  from  the  various  De- 
partments concerned,  to  state  exactly  how 
much  of  the  total  Vote  for  the  current 
year  remains  unspent  at  the  present  time. 
But  I  anticipate  that,  at  the  end  of  the 
year,  there  will  be  only  a  nominal  balance 
to  be  surrendered. 


NICARAGUA  CANAL. 

Mr.  DUNCOMBE  (Cumberiand,  Egre- 
mont) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  Eng- 
land has  relinquished  all  her  rights  under 
the  Clayton-Bulwer  Treaty  in  respect  to 
the  Nicaragua  Canal ;  and,  if  so,  what 
compensating  advantages^  if  any,  have 
been  secured  in  exchange. 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  Convention, 
supplementary  to  the  Clayton-Bulwer 
Treaty,  signed  at  Washington  on  the  Sth 
instant,  has  been  laid  before  the  House. 
There  has  been  no  question  of  compensa- 
tion, the  advantages  in  the  former  Conven- 
tion relative  to  the  neutrality  of  the 
canal,  and  the  protection  of  commerce 
under  conditions  of  entire  equality,  being, 
fully  maintained. 

RUSSIAN  LOAN  TO  PERSIA. 
Sir  MANCHERJEE  BHOWNAG- 
GREE  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  Foreign  Aflfairs  if  he  has 
any  infcHnation  regarding  the  offer  of 
the  Russian  Government  to  give  financial 
help  to  the  Shah  of  Persia  with  a  view 
to  pay  off  the  Anglo-Persian  Loan  of 
1892,  and  whether  the  offer  of  Russia  haa 
been  accepted  by  his  Majesty  the  Shah 
and,  if  so,  what  are  the  terms  of  the  offer. 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman  also  state 
the  full  extent  of  the  loan  ? 

♦Mr.  BRODRICK:  I  have  no  further 
information  to  give  respecting  the  Russian 
loan  to  Persia  than  that  contained  in  my 
answer  of  Tuesday  to  a  question  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  Chester.  Among  the 
conditions  of  the  loan  as  published  is  an 
engagement  on  the  part  of  Persia  to 
extinguish  all  its  previous  external  obliga- 
tions out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  new  loan. 

ZANZIBAR  CUSTOMS  DUTIES. 

♦Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  whether  any  customs  duties  have  ■ 
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been  recentiy  somewhat  suddenly  imposed 
on  some  aiid  increased  on  other  British 
.goods  imported  into  Zanzibar. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK:  On  the  15th  of 
September  last  a  notification  was  issued 
by  the  Government  of  Zanzibar  reim- 
jx)sing  from  and  after  that  date  a  duty  of 
^  per  cent,  ud  valorem  on  all  goods,  with 
certain  specified  exceptions,  entering  the 
port  of  Zanzibar,  llie  exceptions  were 
— coins,  coals,  hippopotamus  teeth,  ivory, 
rhinoceros  horns  and  hide,  rubber  and 
tortoiseshell.  The  notification  contained 
a  proviso  that  goods,  on  which  duty  was 
not  already  charged,  would,  if  at  sea 
before  September  15th,  be  admitted  free. 
The  notification  was  issued  without  pre- 
vious warning. 

ORPHAN  HOMES  OF  SCOTLAND. 
*Mr.  CAMERON  CORBETT  (Glasgow, 
'Tradeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  if  the  orphan  homes  of  .Scotland 
-are  stiil  compelled  to  pay  school  rates, 
while  the  children  are  refused  the  public 
education  to  which  the  homes  have  to 
contribute. 

♦The  lord  ADVOCATE  {Mr.  A. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  I  under- 
stand that  the  orphan  homos  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Quarrier  at  Kilmal- 
cobo,  to  which  I  presume  the  hon.  Mem- 
1>er  refers,  are  subject  to  the  usual  rates. 
The  School  Board  of  Kilmalcolm  does  not 
hold  itself  to  be  under  an  obligation  to 
proA'ide  accommodation  in  board  schools 
for  the  large  number  of  children  in  these 
homes,  in  place  of  the  school  prov  ision 
which  was  made  for  them  up  to  last 
year  in  the  homes  by  those  responsible 
tor  bringing  these  children  to  the  parish. 
The  Department  has  offered,  and  is  still 
prepared  to  entertain  an  apphcation  for, 
annual  grants  to  a  school  conducted  by 
the  authorities  of  the  homes,  and  if  such 
a  school  were  placed  on  the  annual  grant 
list  it  would  I>e  exempt  from  assessment 
in  Inspect  of  itn  premises. 

ELEMENTARY  EDUCATION  IN  A(JRI- 
CULTURAL  DISTRICTS. 

M  u.  HOBHOUSE  (Somereetshire,  East) : 
I )  »eg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  if  any  cir- 
cular has  yet  been  sent  to  the  local 
authorities,  directing  their  attention  to 
the  provisions  of  the  Elementary  Educa- 
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tion  Act  which  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
January  last,  and  in  particular  to  its 

effect  on  agricultural  districts ;  and  if  his 
Department  have  issued,  or  intend  to 
issue,  any  model  bye-laws  for  adoption 
by  local  authorities  who  take  advantage 
of  the  agricultural  provision  ol  the  Act. 

*The  vice  -  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  Such  a  circular  has  just  been 
issued.  The  circular  suggests  a  form  of 
addition  to  the  bye-laws  which,  if  adopted 
by  the  local  authority,  will  carry  out  the 
agriciUtural  provision  of  the  Act. 

SPECIAL  REPORTS  ON  EDUCATIONAL 
SUBJECTS. 

Ms.  HOBHOUSE :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice-President  of  the  Committee  of 
Council  on  Education  how  many  copies 
of  the  excellent  series  of  Special  Report* 
on  Educational  Subjects,  issued  from  his 
department,  are  distributed  to  edu- 
cationalists in  this  country ;  if  he  is 
aware  that  in  the  United  States  of 
America  public  interest  in  education  faas 
I  been  greatly  stimulated  by  a  free  distri- 
bution of  similar  reports ;  and  whether,  if 
he  cannot  promise  a  free  distribution,  he 
will  atany  rate  take  steps  tolower  Uieprice 
of  the  volumes,  and  to  make  their  exist- 
ence better  known  to  the  public. 

*Sm  J.  GORST  :  Seven  hundretl  copies 
of  Voliune  I.  and  five  hundred  of  Volumes 
II.  and  III.  respectively  were  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  flducation  Depart- 
ment for  gratuitous  distribution.  Neariy 
all  these  have  been  distributed  in  this 
country.  The  answer  to  the  second 
paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the  i^ir- 
mative.  The  Committee  of  CounoU  have 
no  control  over  the  price  at  which  the 
volumes  are  sold. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE:  What  department 
will  supply  them  1 

*SiR  J.  GORST  :  The  Stationery  Office, 
which  is  under  the  control  of  my  right 
hon.  friend  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasnry. 

-THE  PARLIAMENTARY  DEBATES." 

Mr.  LOUGH :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Treasury  whether  such 
Members  as  express  a  wish  to  do  ao  can 
hare  The  J'arliamerUary  Dthaks  bound  in 
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volumes  instead  of  in  separate  parts  in  |  can  be  taken  in  the  direction  indicated  in 
paper  covers.  { the  last  paragraph  of  the  question. 


The  financial  SECEETAEY  to 

THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  Yes,  Sir.  X  have  made  arrange- 
ments to  luve  this  done. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  :  Does  tliat  answer  apply  exclu- 
sively to  the  volumes  for  1 900,  or  will  it 
equally  apply  to  those  for  1898  and  1899  ? 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  remember 
that  the  late  contractor  failed  to  keep  his 
contract  to  supply  hon.  Members. 

yiR.  HANBURY  :  With  regard  to  last 
session,  we  bought  all  the  copies  the  con- 
tractor had  on  hand,  and  these  can  be 
supplied  to  members. 

Mr,  JAMES  LOWTHER:  And  as  to 

189«? 

Mr.  HANBURY :  I  can  say  nothing  as 
to  that. 


PROMOTION  OF  ABSTRACTORS. 
Colonel  DALBIAC  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
if  he  cotild  state  how  many  assistant  clerks 
or  abstractors  have  been  promoted  to  the 
Second  Division  under  Clause  15  of  the 
Order  in  Council  of  the  29fch  November, 
1 898 ;  in  what  office  have  such  promotions 
been  made ;  and  the  number  of  men  pro- 
moted in  each  case. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  total  number 
of  assistant  clerks  or  abstractors  so  pro- 
moted up  to  the  6th  inst.  is  thirty-six.  It 
would  not  be  possible  to  state  the 
numbers  promoted  in  the  respective  offices 
within  the  usual  limits  of  an  answer,  but 
I  shall  be  happy  to  give  the  information 
privately  to  the  hon.  and  giUlant  Memlvjr. 


INCOME   TAX  EXEMPTIONS. 

Mr.  HOBHOUSE  :  I  beg  to  nsk  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  if  he  is  aware 
that  the  district  surveyors  constantly 
assess  to  the  income  tax  small  owners 
who  are  entitled  to  exemption,  and  much 
troublesome  correspondence  is  required 
Itefore  they  can  get  exemption  or  repay- 
ment ;  if  he  will  direct  the  surveyois  to 
lie  more  careful  in  the  future ;  and  if  he 
will  extend  to  such  correspondeiu»  the 
privilege  of  free  postage^  which  is  at 
present  allowed  to  correspondence  with 
the  officials  at  Somerset  House. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  It  is  the  general 
practice  of  surveyors  of  taxes  when  once 
a  claim  to  exemption  from  income  tax 
has  been  established  to  see  that  the  assess- 
ments on  the  property  concerned  be  dis- 
charged for  subsequent  years,  so  long  as 
the  circumstances  remmn  the  same.  The 
instructions  issued  to  surveyors  on  the 
|»oint  are  specific  j  and  it  is  to  their 
interest — on  thjS  score  of  subsequent 
saving  of  time  and  labour — to  carry  them 
out  so  far  as  possible.  It  is,  of  course, 
essential  in  the  interests  of  the  revenue 
that  "small  owners  "  should,  in  the  first 
instance,  adduce  full  and  satisfactory 
e\-idence  in  support  of  any  claims  to 
relief.    I  will  consider  whether  any  steps 


(JliDNANCE  SURVEV  STAFF. 

Sir  BARRINGTON  SIMEON  (South- 
ampton) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Bosjxi  of  Agriculture  whether  he  Itas 
yet  been  able  to  lay  before  the  Treasury 
any  scheme  by  which  pensions  could  be 
granted  to  the  temporary  ci^'il  assistants 
of  the  Ordnance  Survey,  after  a  service 
of  a  sufficient  number  of  years ;  and,  if  so, 
whether  he  can  state  what  answer  the 
Treasury  gave  to  his  suggestion. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  Board  of  Agri- 
culture have  8ubmitte<l  such  a  scheme  to 
me  semi-officially.  There  are,  of  course, 
serious  objections  in  principle  to  granting 
pensions  to  men  whose  salaries  have  been 
based  on  the  clearly-stated  fact  that  t^ey 
would  not  be  entitled  to  pension  ;  and 
even  if  those  objections  did  not  exist,  I 
understand  that  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
cannot  name  the  particular  civil  assistants 
whose  services  will  now  be  permanent. 
Permanency  of  employment  is,  of  course, 
one  of  the  conditions  of  pension  rights. 

SirFRANCIS  EVANS  (Southampton) : 
Is  there  no  intention  on  the  part  of  the 
Government  to  make  this  concession  ) 

Mr.  HANBURY :  Subject  to  what  I 
have  said,  if  it  can  be  shown  to  us  that 
the  staff  is  of  the  same  character  as  in 
I  other  departments,  we  shall  look  favour- 
^  ably  on  the  granting  of  pensions. 
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SOUTH  WEXFORD  POSTAL  SERVICE. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexford,  South) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury,  as  rroresentdng  the  Post- 
master Greneraf,  whether  he  is 
aware  that  the  following  changes  in  the 
postal  system  of  South  Wexford  are 
urgently  needed,  viz.,  that  a  mail  be  run 
direct  from  Wexford  via  Murrintown, 
Bridgetown,  to  Kilmore  Quay  ;  that  the 
railway  be  used  for  the  conveyance  of 
mails  to  Drinagh  and  Kosslare  ;  and  that 
Kilnuie,  Broadway,  Tagont,  and  Church- 
town  be  served  by  a  mail  car  from 
BoBslare  Harbour ;  and  whether  he  will 
order  an  inquiry  into  the  matter  with  a 
view  to  making  these  alterations. 

Mr.  HANBUBY:  The  Postmaster 
General  will  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  as 
to  the  practicability  of  adopting  the 
changes  advocated  by  the  hon.  Member, 
and  tiie  result  shall  lie  communicated  to 
him  in  due  course. 

FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE. 
Mr.  CHANNING  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  the  Board  obtains  m>m  time 
to  time  information  as  to  the  pre- 
valence of  cattle  diseases  in  otner 
countries ;  whether  the  Board  has 
any  information  as  to  the  alleged  recent 
prevalence  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in 
Normandy ;  and  whether  information 
and  warnings  aa  to  the  prevalence  of 
disease  in  other  countries  cannot  be  issued 
promptly  in  this  country. 

•The  president  of  the  BOARD 

OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Derby) :  Yes,  Sir,  we  obtain 
from  time  to  time  all  the  information  we 
can  with  regard  to  the  prevalence  of 
disease  in  cattle  in  foreign  countries ;  and 
with  regard  to  Normandy,  we  know  that 
foot  and  mouth  disease  has  rarely  been 
absent  in  recentyears  from  the  northern 
departments  of  Erance.  I  scarcely  think 
that  any  advantage  would  be  gained  by 
the  adoption  of  the  suggestion,  the  fact 
that  the  importation  of  animals  from  any 
particular  coimtry  is  entirely  prohibited 
being  of  itself  a  clear  indication  that  the 
country  is  a  daneerous  one  so  far  as  the 
possibility  of  the  introduction  of  the 
disease  is  concerned. 

Colonel  GUNTER  (Yorkshire,  W.R., 
Barkston  Ash) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  if  he  is 


able  to  give  any  reason  for  the  recent 
outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  this 
country ;  and  if  it  can  be  in  any  way 
attributable  to  the  importation  of  iweign 
hay,  straw,  or  other  forage. 

*Mr.  long  ;  So  far  as  our  inquiries 
have  as  yet  proceeded,  no  explanation 
has  been  obtained  as  to  the  origin  of  the 
recent  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth  disease 
in  this  country.  Nothing  has  been 
elicited  which  would  point  to  the  inta^ 
duction  of  the  disease  in  the  particalar 
manner  suggested. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
President  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
whether  a  thorough  investigation  tk  the 
circumstances  of  the  recent  outbreak  of 
foot  and  mouth  disease  in  Norfolk  will  be 
made ;  and  whether  steps  will  be  taken 
to  secure  the  prosecution  of  the  persons 
who  concealed  (he  outbreak. 

•Mr.  LONG:  We  have  been  already 
making  and  we  shall  continue  to  make 
every  possible  effort  to  trace  the  origin  of 
the  recent  outbreak  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  in  Norfolk,  and  if  it  should  appear 
that  any  failure  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  law  as  to  the  notifica- 
tion of  disease  has  occurred  action  would 
be  taken  against  the  persons  reaponaible. 

Sir  SAMUEL  HOARE  (Norwich) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Boaixt  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  can  give  any  in- 
formation as  to  the  probable  length  of 
time  during  which  it  may  be  nece8sary  to 
enforce  the  present  restrictions  on  the 
movement  of  cattle  in  Norfolk ;  and 
whether  he  will  consider  some  revision  of 
the  regulations  with  the  view  cS  lessening, 
so  far  as  can  be  done  with  safety,  the 

Ct  inconvenience  and  loss  which  the 
lers  and  the  cattle  dealers  in  Norfolk 
are  experiencing  owing  to  the  present 
unfortunate  outbreak  of  cattle  disease. 

•Mr.  LONG:  The  continuance  of  re- 
strictions on  the  movement  of  cattle  in 
Norfolk  must  necessarily  depend  upon 
the  course  which  the  disease  may  take, 
and  I  cannot  therefore  make  any  definite 
announcement  on  the  subject.  But  I 
quite  realise  that  the  existing  orders  can 
only  be  kept  in  force  for  a  comparatively 
short  period,  and  with  a  view  to  meet 
some  of  the  more  pressing  difficulties  to 
which  they  give  rise  we  p^issed  an  order 
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yesterday,  which  is  to  come  into  operation 
on  Friday,  giving  facilities  for  the  move- 
ment of  animals  from  one  part  of  a  farm 
to  another,  and  from  places  outside  the 
infected  district  into  the  borouglu  of 
Norwich,  Lowestoft,  and  Yarmouth.  I 
may  add  that  I  hjlly  realise  the  loss  and 
in(»>nTenience  to  which  the  hon.  Baronet 
refers,  but  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to 
make  every  effort  to  prevent  the  disease, 
if  possible,  from  becoming  epidemic 
throughout  the  country. 

IRISH  POOR  LAW  EXPENDITURE. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.)  :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  dissatisfaction  exists 
amongst  poor  law  boards  in  Ireland  on 
the  increase  in  expenditure  forced  upon 
them  W  recent  rules  and  orders  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  including  the 
dispensary  rules  and  the  orders  regulating 
fees  to  be  paid  to  clerks,  doctors,  and 
other  persons  usually  employed  by  these 
Boards ;  and  whether,  as  these  burdens 
are  daily  becoming  heavier,  he  will  see 
that  no  further  regulations  of  this  kind 
are  made  by  the  Local  GoTomment 
Board. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.,  for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour)  :  A 
few  boards  of  guardians  have  expressed 
dissatisfaction  with  the  new  dispensary 
regulations  issued  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  but,  so  far  as  the  Board  are 
aware,  their  recent  orders  and  regula- 
tions have  been  generally  accepted  with- 
out disfavour  by  the  local  authorities.  The 
chaises  referred  to  are  not  daily  becoming 
heavier,  as  alleged  in  the  second  para- 
^aph.  There  is  no  power  to  require  the 
hocsH  Government  Board  to  abstain  from 
making  regulations  which  it  is  legally 
incumbent  upon  them  to  make. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  Can  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  state  how  many 
boards  of  guardians  have  protested  against 
the  increase  of  fees  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  If  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  give  notice  I  will  enquire. 

IRISH  ROAD  CONTRACTS. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 

VOL.  LXXVIIL   [Fourth  Seribs.] 


tenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
since  the  passing  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act  and  the  creation  of 
the  new  bodies  it  is  almost  impossible  to 
get  the  roads  made  in  consequence  of  the 
objeetions  made  by  landlords  and  agents 
to  admit  road  contractors  to  quarries 
formerly  quite  free  to  all ;  whether  he 
will  advise  the  Local  (Jovernment  Board 
to  issue  and  order  under  seal  empower- 
ing magistrates  to  appoint  arbitrators  for 
the  owners  in  case  they  refuse  to  name 
arbitrators  themselves ;  and  whether  he 
will  advise  the  issue  of  a  circular  to 
ma^strates  directing  them  to  so  appoint 
arbitrators  to  fix  the  value  of  land  to  be 
taken  for  quury  purposes. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  Local  Government  Board 
have  received  representations  from  one 
county  only — namely,  Longford — com- 
plaining of  the  difficulty  experienced  by 
road  contractors  in  obtaining  access  to 
quarries.  The  Board  have  no  power  to 
issue  an  order  under  seal  for  the  purpose 
specified  in  the  second  paragraph.  Under 
the  162nd  Section  of  the  Grand  Jury 
Act  of  1836,  as  adopted  by  Order  in 
Council,  magistrates  can  make  an  order 
auUiorising  the  contractor  to  enter  and 
take  stones  and  ^vel  where  the  same 
cannot  be  conveniently  found  elsewhere, 
and  they  are  also  obliged  to  name  a 
householder  as  arbitrator  m  the  event  of 
the  refusal  or  neglect  of  a  surveyor  or 
contractor  to  name  one.  It  is  the  person 
in  occupation,  whether  owner  or  tenant, 
who  has  power  to  appoint  the  third  arbi- 
trator. If  he  declines  to  do  so,  he  cimnot 
obtain  con^nsation  under  the  section. 
The  fuiswer  to  the  last  paragraph  is,  there- 
fore, in  the  negative. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  WiU  it  not 
bring  the  whole  proceedii^  to  a  stand- 
still if  the  right  hon.  Gentkman  declines 
to  issue  the  order  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Not  at  all. 


THE  WARDEN  ESTATE,  KENMARE 
Mr.  T.  J.  FARRELL  (Kerry,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loi-d 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  any  eject- 
ment decrees  were  obtained  at  the  late 
Kenmare  Quarter  Sessions  by  local 
landed  proprietors  named  Warden  against 
their  tenants ;  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  of  the  tenants  proceeded  against 
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were  judicial  tenuits,  and  how  many,  if 
any,  were  future  tenants;  and  whether 
he  can  also  -say  )iow  many  evicted  farms 
are  in  the  Warden  estate. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  number  of 
ejectment  decrees  referred  to  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  hoii.  Member's  quea- 
tionappearstohavebeenfour.  TheGovom- 
ment  cannot  undertake  to  advise  as  to 
the  legal  status  of  the  tenants  proceeded 
against,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to 
practice  to  furnish  information  of  the 
nature  indicated  in  the  concluding  por- 
tion of  the  question. 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Is  the  right  hou. 
Gentleman  aware  that  this  landlord  has 
converted  existing  tenants  into  future 
tenants  t 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  ! 

OGILBY  ESTATE,  CO.  TYRONE. 
Mr.  MUENAGAN  (Tyrone,  Mid) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  is  aware  an 

order  was  made  in  1891  by  the  Land 
Judge's  Court  tosell  the  Ogiiby  Estate,  in 
the  county  Tyrone,  final  notice  and  schedule 
being  then  served  on  the  tenants  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  the  tenants  made  application 
to  the  Court  two  years  ago  to  purchase 
their  holdings ;  will  he  explain  why  has 
the  necessary  valuation  iij  response  to  the 
application  not  been  made ;  and  will  steps 
he  taken  to  hasten  the  sale  of  this  estate 
to  the  tenants. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  The  estate  referred  to  is  pre- 
sumably the  Omagh,  not  'the  Ogiiby 
estate.  I  am  informed  by  the  solicitors 
having  carriage  of  the  sale  that  the  incum- 
brancers objected  to  the  sale  being  pro- 
ceeded with  in  1891.  In  February  of  last 
year,  not  two  years  ago,  as  stated  in  the 
second  paragraph,  application  was  made 
to  the  Land  Judge  on  behalf  of  the 
tenants  that  the  case  should  he  listed 
under  the  40th  section  of  the  Land  Act 
of  1896.  The  case  was  accordingly  listed, 
but  the  rental  has  not  yet  been  finally 
^ttled.  The  case  has  been  adjourned  by 
thu  Land  Judge  until  Jime  next,  before 
which  date  the  solicitors  hope  the  settle- 
ment d  the  rental  will  be  completed. 

EXTRA  POLICE  IN  COUNTY  KERRY. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 


LieutenaAt  of  Ireland  i  whether  he  is 
aware  that  a  petition  was  presented  to 
the  magistrates  at  Sneem  (County  Kerry) 
Petty  Sessions  in  May,  1899,  praying  for 
the  removal  of  extra  police  stationed  in 
that  sub-district ;  whether  he  has  seen 
the  copy  of  the  memorial  which  was  sent 
to  him,  signed  by  the  local  Catholic  and 
Protestant  ministers  as  well  as  others : 
and  whether,  as  the  magistrates  in  attend- 
ance approved  of  the  petition  owing  to 
the  peaceable  condition  of  the  district, 
any  and  what  steps  have  nnce  been  taken 
by  the  Government  to  remove  from  the 
Sneem  district  the  extra  force  of  police 
stationed  therein. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
pour)  ;  The  reply  to  the  firSt  and  second 
paragraphs  is  in  the  affirmative.  There 
are  no  extra  police  at  Sneem  chargeable 
to  the  district.  It  is  true  there  is  a  small 
force  stationed  there,  but  their  employ- 
ment involvra  no  ex|>en8c  whatever  upon 
the  ratepayers,  and  it  is  not  proposed  to 
remove  the  police  from  the  looUity. 


OUT  NTKSINd  IN  IRISH  UNIONS. 

Mr.  DALY :  I  1)eg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  buard^ 
of  guardians  in  Ireland  have  not  the 
power  of  out-nursing  children  whcwe 
parents  are  in  the  workhouse  ;  whether 
he  is  aware  that  out-nursed  child  ren 
become  more  industrious  and  useful 
meml>ers  6i  society  than  if  reared  in  the 
workhouse  ;  and  whether  he  will  alter  the 
Local  Goveniment  rule  and  allow  iMiards 
of  guardians  to  out-nurse  all  children 
uncfer  their  charge. 

I     Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  \V. 
1  Balfour)  :  The  answer  to  the  first  para- 
;  graph  of  this  question  is  in  the  affirmative. 
I  The  system  of  boarding  out  of  pauper 
'  children  is  found  to  be  advantageous  to 
j  the  children,  if  it  is  carried  out  under 
careful  supervision.  As  a  rule  this  method 
of  providing  for  orphan  and  deserted 
children  is  found  to  be  more  satisfactoty 
than  maintaining  them  in  the  workhouse. 
'  Boarding  out  pro^'isions  are  restrictc<l  to 
orphan  and  deserted  children  by  law,  uid 
not  by  any  rule  of  the  Local  Government 
'  Board.    It  would  require  legisUtion  to 
carry  out  the  change  suggested  in  the  last 
;  paragraph. 
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Mr.  FLAVIN: 
Oentleouui  advise 
introduced  ? 


Will  the  right  hon. 
that   legislation  he 


[No  answer  was  given.] 


tJTEAM  TKAWLING  IN  WEXFORD  BAY. 

Mr.  FFRENGH  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
•Chief  Secretary  to  the  Loi3  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  fol- 
lowing steam  trawlers  were  discovered 
fishing  in  Wexford  Bay  inside  prohibited 
limits,  the  "Pembroke  Castle,"  "Ack- 
nora"  of  Milford,  "Bournemouth"  of 
Bristol,  and  the  "  Hydranca "  ;  whether 
those  names  have  been  forwarded  to  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries;  and,  if  so,  why 
has  there  been  no  prosecution;  and 
whether  the  (}ovemment  will  send  a 
small  gunboat  to  protect  Irish  fisheries. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
AGRICULTURE  DEPARTMENT  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin  Co., 
S.) :  Perhaps  I  may  be  permitted  to  reply 
to  this  question.  The  cases  referred  to  in 
the  first  paruzraph  were  reported  to  the 
Inspectors  of  Fisheries  uid  by  them  to  the 
Irish  Government,  who  were  advised,  after 
veiy  careful  inquiry,  that  there  was  not 
imfficient  evidence  to  justify  a  prosecu- 
tion. The  question  in  the  last  paragraph 
should  be  addressed  to  the  Admiralty, 
but  I  may  say  that  the  new  Department 
of  Agriculture  will  consider  the  desira- 
bility of  baring  a  special  vessel  to  facili- 
tate the  protection  of  Irish  Fisheries  from 
the  depredations  of  these  trawlers  inside 
Ae  prescribed  limits. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  :  May  I  ask  if  it  was 
impoe^Ue  to  find  the  owners  of  the 
trawlers  discovered  filing  in  prohibited 
waters  1 

Mr.  ATKINSpN  :  Perhaps  I  may 
juiBwer  this,  as  it  is  a  legal  question. 
Although  the  trawlers  were  found  in 
prohibited  limits,  it  Is  absolutely  necessary 
before  any  prosecution  can  be  undertaken 
CO  ascertain  the  names  of  the  men  on 
board  in  charge  of  the  operations.  It  has 
)>een  found  impossible  to  obtain  them. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Has  not  the  same 
answer  been  given  by  successive  At- 
torneys General  for  years  ?  Have  not  the 
Admiralty  always  refused  lo  give  Irish 
ifinheriee  any  protaction  1 


Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  :  Will  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  take  steps  to 
send  a  gunboat  to  protect  Wexford  Bay 
from  the  encroachment  of  these  foreign 
steam  trawlers  ? 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY :  Or  let  us  do  it 

ourselvM  ?  , 

Mr.  GOSCHEN:  I    must  ask  for 
notice  of  the  question. 

CASE  OF  MICHAEL  CURTIN. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  {Limerick,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  aak  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  under  what  cir- 
cumstances uid  for  what  reason  the  Crown 
at  the  Winter  Assizes  in  Cork  declined  to 
proceed  with  the  prosecution  of  Mr. 
Michael  Curtin  on  the  charge  of  being 
implicated  in  the  poisoning  oi  hounds  in 
West  Limerick ;  whether  the  resident 
magistrate  who  returned  Mr.  Curtin  for 
trial  gave  no  opportunity  for  him  to  be 
legally  represented,  and  refused  bail,  al- 
though such  was  forthcoming  to  the  ex- 
tent of  several  thousand  pouno^ ;  could  he 
state  what  was  the  nature  of  the  evidence 
offered  upon  which  Mr.  Curtin  was  de- 
I  tained  in  custody  and  committed  to 
I  County  Cork  gaol  for  a  fortnight ;  and, 
I  considering  the  circumstances,  what  steps 
,  will  be  taken  to  recoup  Mr.  Curtin  for 
!  the  expense  he  has  incurred  in  providing 
'  legal  means  for  Ms  defence  against  a 
;  charge  with  which  the  Crown  did  not 
j  proceed. 

1  Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  \V. 
t  Balfour)  :  Mr.  Michael  Curtin  was  re- 
I  turned  for  trial  for  this  offence  by  Mr. 
,  John  French,  R.M.,  on  the  28th  Novem- 
<  ber  to  the  Winter  Assizes  at  Cork,  which 
!  commenced  on  the  1st  December.  There 
'  was  no  time  in  the  interval  to  obtain  an 
;  analysis  of  the  contents  of  the  stomachs  of 
\  the  hounds  alleged  to  have  been  poisoned, 
,  and  accordingly  the  Counsel  representing 
i  the  Crown,  Mr.  Matthew  Bourke,  Q.C., 
'  directed  that  a  bill  should  not  be  sent  up 
I  to  the  Grand  Jury,  and  that  the  accused 
'  should  Ixj  discharged  from  custody.  The 
'  evidence  containea  in  the  depositions  dis- 
I  closed  a  case  of  strong  suspicion  a^nst 
'  Mr.  Curtin,  but  was  insuflicient,  in  the 
I  opinion  of  counsel  to  justify  putting  him 
upon  his  trial  I  cannot  in  reply  to  a 
question  give  tke  evidence  in  detail.  Mr. 
!  Curtin  was  detained  in  custody  for  seven 
days,  and  the  expenses  of  his  witnesses. 
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amounting  to  £17,  were  pwd  by  the  i 
Crown.  There  is  no  foundation  for  the 
statement  that  the  committing  magistrate 
refused  to  give  Mr.  Curtin  an  opportunity 
of  obtaining  legal  assistance.  Mr.  Curtin 
was  arrested  at  9  a.m.,  and  his  case  was 
not  taken  up  by  the  resident  magistrate 
until  the  afternoon.  He  had  ample  time 
to  bbtain  that  assistance  if  he  so  desired. 
At  the  time  of  his  arrest  he  was  asked  by 
the  police  if  he  desired  to  retain  a  solicitor 
to  defend  him,  and  replied  in  the  negative. 
After  the  depositions  had  been  completed 
Mr.  Curtin  asked  for  an  adjournment  in 
order  to  employ  a  solicitor,  but  his  request 
was  properly  declined.  The  m^strate, 
in  his  discretion,  refused  bail.  There  is 
no  fund  available  to  pay  the  expenses 
mentioned  in  the  last  paragraph. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  Can  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  the  political 
action  of  Mr.  Curtin  at  the  last  local 
government  elections  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  prosecution  1 

Mr.  AUSTIN :  What  course  does  the 
Crown  propose  to  take  with  regard  to 
the  witnesses  who  were  examined  before 
the  resident  magistrate  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  They  wUl  be  ex- 
amined again  should  there  be  a  second 
trial 

Mr.  AUSTIN:  Will  they  not  be 
prosecuted  for  perjury  ? 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  onJer  ! 
LIFFORD  COUNTY  COURT  HOUSE. 

Mr,  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  <^  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that,  on  Monday  last,  Mr.  Hard- 
man,  D.L.,  tke  High  Sheriff  of  County 
Donegal,  with  a  posse  of  the  Royal  Irish 
Constabulary  under  District  Inspector 
Dagg,  turned  out  of  the  county  court 
house  at  Lifibrd  a  contractor  and  his 
workmen  who  were  employed  in  making 
some  alterations  in  that  building  according 
to  the  directions  of  the  county  council ; 
and  by  whose  directions  were  the  Royal 
Irish  Constabulary  employed  for  this 
purpose. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr,  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  The  High  Sheriff,  as  legal 
custodian  of  the  county  court  house, 


applied  for  and  obtained  the  assistance  ci 
the  police,  to  which  he  was  entitled,  to 
resist  the  attempt  of  the  contractor  of 
the  county  council,  without  the  High 
Sheriff's  consent,  to  make  structural 
alterations  in  what  is  cUumed  to  be  a 
portion  of  the  court  house,  and  which,  if 
made,  would  in  the  opinion  of  the  Sheriff' 
interfere  with  the  administraticm  of  jus- 
tice. The  plans  of  the  proposed  altera- 
tions are,  I  believe,  to  be  submitted  to  the 
High  Sheriff,  and  I  have  eveiy  hope  that 
the  matter  in  dispute  will  be  amicably 
arranged. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Having 
regard  to  these  continual  altercations  be- 
I  tween  High  Sheriffs  and  county  oounciK 
will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  bring  in  an 
amending  Bill  placing  full  power  io  the 
hands  of  the  county  councils  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

IRISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  GIBNEY  (Meath,  N.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieu- 
tenant of  Ireland  what  provision  is  to  be 
made  to  recoup  the  teachers  of  national 
schools  in  Ireland,  and  national  education 
generally,  for  the  sum  of  £78,000  handed 
over  to  the  new  Board  of  Agriculture  in 
Ireland  last  year. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  O.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  am  not  able  to  make  any 
statement  in  reply  to  this  questitm  at 
present. 

CAKRUGB  LICENCES   IN  DUBLIN. 

Mr,  field  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether,  seeing  that  in  the  citaes  of 
Great  Britain  the  revenue  derivable  frtmi 
carriage  and  car  licences  is  available  to 
their  respective  corporations,  he  will  tak« 
measures  to  have  this  system  extended  to 
the  city  of.  Dublin. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  \\\ 
Bai^ur)  :  Hackney  vehicles  are  pland 
under  the  control  of  the  Commissioner  of 
Police  in  Dublin  by  the  Act  16  &  17  Vict- 
cap.112,  and  Section  6  of  this  Act  direct* 
ttuit  the  duty  levied  on  these  vdiicleA 
I  shall  be  Bp;^i^  towards  the  ejqienses  of 
the  force.  The  constitution  of  the  Duhtlit 
Metropolitan  Police  is  similar  to  that  iif 
the  London  Metropolitan  Police,  in  wbich 
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the  same  rule  prevails  as  to  the  appro- 
priation of  receipts  for  hackney  carnage 
licences.  Moreover,  in  the  case  of  neither 
of  these  forces  is  there  local  control.  It 
is  true  that  in  other  cities  in  England, 
where  the  control  of  hackney  vehicles  is 
in  the  hands  of  the  local  authorities,  the 
revenue  derived  from  vehicles  is  paid  to 
these  authorities  for  municipal  purposes, 
but  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  in 
these  cities  a  much  larger  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  the  police  is  paid  from  local 
rates  titan  is  the  case  in  Bublin. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  Is  it  not  the  fact 
that  since  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  came 
into  office  the  Inah  Office  have  insisted  on 
putting  in  a  local  Bill  a  provision  affecting 
hackney  carriages  which  has  brought  in 
•an  additional  revenue  of  £700  a  year  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  must  ask  for 
•notice. 


LABOURERS'  COTTAfiES  AT  NEW- 
CASTLE  WEST. 

Mr.  AUSTIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land if  he  could  explain  why  the  arbitra- 
:tor  has  not  visited  Kewcastle  West  to 
value  the  lands  under  the  Labourers  (Ire- 
land) Acts,  a  scheme  of  cottages  having 
•been  sanctioned  by  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  inspector  many  months  back. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  ii/W.  Bal- 
tFOUR) :  The  provisional  order  confirming 
ttheschemebcHjame  absolute  only  on  the  3rd 
■idtimo.  The  maps  and  schedules  for  arbi- 
.tration  purposes  were  not  lodged  by  the 
•district  council  until  the  19th  ultimo, 
and  after  th^  had  been  examined  the 
Local  Clovemment  Board  appointed  an 
-arbitrator  on  the  6th  inst.  The  requisite 
statutory  advertisements  must  pub- 
lished by  the  district  council  before  the 
arbitrator  can  hold  his  inquiry  or  value 
the  lands. 


IRISH  AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Sir  T.  G.  ESMONDE  (Kerry,  W.) : 
I  be^  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  | 
Agricultural  Department  for  Ireland  | 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to  i 
.a  motion  adopted  on  the  dth'instant  by  i 
the  Municipal  Council  of  Dublin  urging  i 
upon  the  Lord  Lieutenant  the  desirability  j 
oi  tranrferrin^  the  control  and  manage-  [ 


ment  of  the  Science  and  Art  Department 

in  Ireland  to  the  new  Agricultural  and 
Industrial  Department ;  and,  whether 
he  could  inform  the  House  if  it  is  the  in- 
tention of  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  exer- 
cise at  an  early  date  his  own  powers 
under  Section  2  (1),  (e),  (f),  (g)  of  the 
Agricultural  and  TechnicHU  Instruction 
(Ireland)  Act,  1899. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  My  attention  haa 
been  called  to  the  motion  referred  to  in 
the  question.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  to  transfer  to  the  Board 

of  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction, 
as  from  April  1st,  the  Science  and  Art 
Department's  institutions  in  Dublin — 
namely,  the  Eoyal  College  of  Science,  the 
Museum,  the  School  of  Art,  the  National 
Library  and  the  Botanical  Gardens  ;  but 
the  grants  in  aid  of  science  and  art 
teaching  will  continue,  for  the  present,  to 
be  administered,  m  heretofore,  from  South 
Kensington. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  wish  to  ask  the 
Leader  of  the  House  whether  he  can  say 
anything  as  to  the  business  for  the  early 
part  of  next  week,  and  whether  on  Mon- 
day the  promised  statement  ^ill  be  made 
relating  to  the  military  forces.  What 
other  business  is  to  be  taken  1 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K) :  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  aMumes 
that  the  debate  on  the  Address  will  be 
finished  to-morrow,  and  I  also  assume  it. 
I  feel  sure  that  the  House  will  regard  a 
fortnight  all  but  a  single  day  as  allowing 
sufficient  latitude  for  the  debate  on  the 
Queen's  Speech,  and  it  is  of  the  first 
importance  that  the  House  should  at  once 
proceed  to  that  financial  business  which 
will  no  doubt  occupy  a  very  large  portion 
of  our  time  before  the  Easter  holidays. 
If,  as  I  hope,  the  debate  on  the  Address 
is  finished  either  to-night  or  to-morrow, 
my  hon.  friend  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  will,  as  soon  as  we  have  obtained 
I  certain  facilities  with  regard  to  Tuesdays, 
I  proceed  to  introduce  Simplementary  Mili- 
I  tary  Estimates,  and  make  a  full  statement 
,  upon  various  (juestions  of  public  military 
policy  in  which  the  country  and  the 
Houae  are  deeply  interested.   I  shall  also 
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propose  to  submit  the  Supply  Rule  in  its 
old  form  on  Monday  in  the  hope  that  it 
may  be  passed  without  serious  debate ; 
but  if  hon.  Members  indicate  a  desire  to 
discuss  it,  then  I  would  defer  it  for  a  day. 

*Mr.  lough  :  May  I  ask  whether,  in 
accordance  with  the  promise  given  by  the 
right  hon.  Grentleman  last  October,  an 
opportunity  will  be  i^orded  for  the  dis- 
cussion c/L  general  questions  raised  by 
the  Amendments  to  the  Queen's  Speech. 
Does  not  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  think 
more  time  should  be  given  to  these  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  that 
the  hon.  Member  has  misinterpreted  what 
I  said  in  October.  I  thought  then  that 
it  would  have  been  possible  to  dispense 
with  the  Queen's  Speech  at  the  beginning 
of  the  present  sittings ;  but  we  had  to 
arrange  otherwise.  Still,  I  think  hon. 
Members  will  agree  that  the  House  has 
had  a  very  full  opportunity  of  dealing 
with  the  subjects  in  which  it  is  interested 
The  war  has  no  doubt  absorbed  a  very 
large  portion  of  time,  and  the  reason 
is  that  the  war  is  the  topic — I  had  almost 
said  the  only  topic — in  which  either  the 
House  or  the  country  is  interested.  I 
hope,  therefore,  no  objection  will  be 
raised  to  the  conclusion  of  the  debate  on 
the  Address  at  the  time  which  both  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  and  myself  are 
agreed  should  be  uie  extreme  limit. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterfoni) : 
Will  an  opportunity  be  afforded  for 
a  discussion  of  the  financial  relations 
between  England  and  Ireland  ^  I  fear 
that  if  the  course  indicated  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  is  persisted  in  we  Irish 
Members  will  have  no  opportunity  of  dis- 
cussing questions  of  vital  importance  to 
us. 

Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER:  May  I 
suggest  that  an  opportunity  might  be 
given  for  the  discussion  of  other  topics 
mentioned  in  the  Queen's  Speech  after 
the  House  has  heard  the  statement  of 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  and  dis- 
posed of  essential  Grovemment  business. 

Mr.  woods  (^Essex,  Walthamstow) : 
May  I  point  out  that  I  have  an  Amend- 
ment down  on  the  Paper  which  has  never 
been  discussed.  It  is  one  in  which  all 
Government  workers  are  deeply  inte- 
rested, and  I  would  suggest  it  would  be 


only  fair  if  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
allowed  the  debate  on  the  Address  to 
continue  imtil  Wednesday  next. 

Sir  T.  G.  ESMONDE  (Keny,  W.) : 
Cannot  a  day  be  set  apart  for  the  diaeua- 
sioH  of  the  Catholic  University  question, 
if  we  agree  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman's 
proposal  to  end  the  debate  on  the  Address 
to-morrow? 

Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  :  Will  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  give  the  House  some  in- 
dication of  the  intentions  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  regard  to  the  question  of  the 
redistribution  of  seats  t 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  If  the  First  LonI 
of  the  Treasury  meets  the  reasonable 
request  of  the  Irish  Members  time  will,  in 
the  long  run,  be  saved. 

Mr.  A.J.BALFOUR:  I  will,  answer 
as  many  of  the  numerous  questions  put 
to  me  as  possible.  It  is  a  mistake  to 
suppose  that  on  the  Queen's  Speech  it  is 
expedient  that  everything  which  interests 
everybody  should  be  discussed  at  length. 
If  it  were,  it  is  manifest  that  Ukfl  wbfde 
session  would  be  occupied  in  the  process. 
Of  course,  the  Irish  land  question  has 
always  been  with  us,  but  the  questions  of 
financial  relations  and  Irish  University 
education  has  been  recently  very  fully 
debated,  and  I  should  have  thought  that 
a  comparatively  brief  discussion  would 
have  sufficed,  or  even  that  there  need 
not  be  any  discussion  at  all.  There 
are  two  fiUI  nights  before  us,  and  I  do 
not  see  why  we  should  not  get  through 
some  of  the  more  important  .^nendmentff 
on  the  Paper  before  the  end  of  the  sitting 
to-morrow  night  is  reached,  and  I  suppose 
it  will  be  expedient  to  suspend  the  twelve 
o'clock  rule  to-morrow  in  order  that  the 
debate  may  be  concluded.  As  to  the 
Government  taking  Tuesdays,  we  feel 
obliged  to  ask  for  privileges  before  Easter 
for  financial  business,  and  respecting  the- 
question  asked  by  the  hon.  Member  for 
Merthyr  Tydvil,  I  may  at  once  say  that 
redistribution  of  seats  before  the  general 
election  is  entirely  outside  the  scope  of 
the  matters  which  are  now  interesting 
the  House.  The  Government  have  not 
put  it  in  the  Queen's  Speech,  and  they 
do  not  intend  lo  introduce  in  the  course 
of  the  present  session  any  Redistribution 
Bill. 

Mr.  JOHN  B£:DM0ND:  I  hope  th» 
right  hon.  Gentleman:  will  not  snspendE 
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the  Twelve  o'clock  Rule  to-morrow.  There 
are  one  or  two  topics  which  are 
considered  of  great  importance  by  the 
overwhelming  majority  of  the  Members 
for  Ireland,  and  although  we  do  not  desire 
to  have  long  first  class  debates  on  them 
we  do  think  they  should  not  be  excluded 
from  discussion,  as  it  is  quite  conceivable 
they  will  be  if  the  delwte  is  closed  to- 
morrow ni^t.  We  have  no  desire  to  put 
off  lumeoesBaiily  the  stateramt  -on  military 
affairs,  but  surely  under  the  circumstances 
our  request  is  a  reasonable  one. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  have  given 
the  House  my  honest  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  real  inwardness  of  the  situation, 
afid  I  cannot  alter  my  view  that  I  think 
the  debate  should  end  to-morrow  night. 
Surely  the  hon.  Gentleman  can  fina  by 
then  an  opportunity  of  discussing  the 
topics  in  which  he  is  interested. 


ADDRESS   IN   ANSWER   TO  HEH 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[Eighth  Day's  Debate.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [30th  January], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 

Most  Gracious  Soverei^ 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
Unite(l  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." — (Copfotn.  Prety- 
min.) 

Question  again  proposed. 

Debate  resumed. 

South  African  War  (Application  of 
Patriotic  Fund). 

•Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport) :  It  can- 
not be  denied  that  two  of  the  principal 
features  of  the  present  war  which 
redound  to  the  nation's  credit  have  been 
the  bravery  of  our  troops — whether  they 
be  members  of  the  Regular  Army,  the 
Navy,  or  the  Volunteers — and  the  deter- 
mination on  the  part  of  the  public  to 
endeavour  by  their  generous  contribntione 


i  to  make  provision  for  the  dependents. 
I  of  th<He  who  have  been  called  to  the 
I  front,  and  to  succour  permanently 
'  the  widows  and  children  of  those 
,  who  lose  their  lives.  The  amount  of 
I  money  that  has  already  been  collected 
I  for  this  purpose  is  undoubtedly  large, 
I  and  I  am  confident  it  will  be  increased. 
I  But,  at  the  same  time,  the  needs 
I  will  increase,  the  strain'  upon  these 
I  resouroea  will  be  heavy,  and  I  do  not  think 
j  they  will  be  found  to  be  adequate.  I 
I  have,  therefore,  felt  it  my  duty  to  call 
attention  to  existing  funds  subscribed 
by  the  generosity  of  the  public  for 
kindred  purposes,  which  have  available 
surpluses  and  accumulations  which,  in  my 
opinion,  ought  to  be  applied  to  the  needs 
of  the  present  war.  The  spii-it  of 
generosity  actuating  the  country  at  the 
present  time  is  highly  commendable.  It 
IS  no  new  expenence.  The  same  has 
always  manifested  itself  in  times  of  war 
or  of  catastrophe.  During  the  Crimean 
War  the  sum  of  £1,500,000  was  collected, 
and  resulted  in  the  Royal  Patriotic  Com- 
mission being  issued  in  1854.  Its  object 
was,  to  quote  the  actual  words  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  "to  aid  the  just  and 
faithful  distribution  of "  the  money  sub- 
scribed. Her  Majesty  at  that  time 
appointed  a  body  of  Commissioners,  and 
they  were  solemnly  charged  "  to  make 
full  and  diligent  inquiry  into  the  best 
means  by  which  the  subscriptions  can 
be  best  applied  according  to  the  generous 
intentions  of  the  donors  thereof,"  and 
also  to  make  it  their  duty  and  concern 
to  "secure  the  most  impartial  and 
beneficent  distribution  of  all  such  sums 
as  may  hereafter  and  from  time  to  time 
be  received."  I  have  set  myself  to-day 
th"*  task  of  endeavouring  to  show— 
and  I  think  I  can  successfully  show — 
how  little  the  "generous  intentions  of  the 
donors  "  have  been  respected  and  how  the 
Commissioners  have  failed  utterly  to 
appreciate  what  was  intended  ,by  a 
"just  and  faithful  distribution.  I 
would  like  at  the  outset  to  ask  a  ques- 
tion aad  supply  the  answer  myself,  and  I 
think  the  House  will  agree  with  both. 
What  is  the  intention  of  subscribers  tp 
such  funds  as  are  administered  by  the 
Patriotic  Commissioners  1  My  conception 
is  that  those  who  subscribe  to  a  fund 
for  a  particular  set  of  -  sufferers  desire, 
undoubtedly,  that  it  should  be  gradually 
but  completely  exhausted  for  their  benefit. 
I  think  tlut  18  the  motive  which  actuates 

EiM  Day. 


smtA  Day. 

Digilized  by  GoOgiC 


943        AddvPis  in  Amice)'  to 


{COMMONS}         /V  Queen's  Speech.  944 


everybody  who  subscribes  at  the  present 
moment.  I  shall  be  able  to  show  that 
that  has  not  been  the  conception  of 
the  Patriotic  Commissioners  in  dealing 
with  the  various  fimds  which  have 
been  handed  over  to  them,  for  their 
pcdicy  has  been  something  quite  contrary 
to  that.  They  have  not  only  disregarded 
the  "  generous  intentions  of  the  donors/' 
but  they  ha\'e  paid  scant  regard  to  the 
public  opinion  which  has  been  raised 
against  them  time  after  time ;  in  fact, 
their  policy  has  been  one  of  hoarding  the 
funds  entrusted  to  them.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  is  a  general  knowledge  as  to 
what  these  funds  are  that  are  adminis- 
tered by  the  Patriotic  Commissioners. 
Eveiybody  appeu*3  to  know  of  the  fund 
which  became  associated  with  the  Crimean 
War,  but  the  funds  administered  by  the 
Patriotic  Commissioners  are  very  numerous. 
They  amount  to  as  many  as  eighteen 
individual  funds,  most  of  which  have 
been  subscribed  by  the  public  for  a 
Specific  set  of  sufferers,  and  in  addition 
to  that  they  control  large  and  permanent 
educational  endowments  which  have  been 
set  aside  by  them  from  moneys  subscribed 
by  the  public  to  the  original  Crimean  Fund. 
Now,  I  propose  to  examine  some  of  the 
funds  in  detail,  in  order  to  criticise  the 
method  of  the  Patriotic  Commissioners, 
and  I  date  my  examination  back  from 
1881,  for  a  reason  which  I  will  presently 
make  clear.  The  first  fund  I  \vili  take  is 
that  of  the  original  Patriotic  Fund  sub- 
scribed in  1854,  or  about  forty -six  years 
ago.  The  original  amount  subscribed  was 
Xl,500,000.  There  remains  of  this  to- 
day £607,000,  or  about  two-fifths  of  the 
original  amount,  which  includes  the 
educational  endowments.  Here  I  might 
say  that  the  setting  aside  of  sums  of  money  | 
from  this  fund  for  permanent  educational  > 
endowments  is  contraiT^  to  the  wishes 
of  the  public  and  to  the  instruction  of 
the  proclamation  of  the  Queen  which 
called  the  Commissioners  into  being. 
They  had  no  more  right  to  devote  money 
to  permanent  educational  endowment  than 
would  the  Lord  Mayor  to-day  have  to  build 
and  permanently  endow  a  school  or  insti-  I 
tation  from  the  funds  now  being  collected 
under  his  jegis.  From  the  moment  the 
Patriotic  Commissionets  took  that  course 
they  got  into  difficulties,  and  they  had 
continued  from  then  until  now  to  bear  the 
weight  of  their  original  sin.  A  Qovem- 
ment  inquiry  was,  however,  held,  and  in  ! 
the  result  they  condoned  that  offence  and 
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p^sed .  an  Act  legaUsing  the  ill^ality. 
Now,  in  1881  the  capital,  excluding  the 
permanent  education  endowments,  which 
amounted  to  £237,500,  amounted  to 
£481,000,  and  the  Uabilities  on  the 
Fund  m'ere  to  3,306  widows  and  303 
orphans,  and  there  was  a  surplus  of 
assets  of  £62,000.  I  will  pass  now 
to  1896,  and  what  do  we  find  ?  The 
liabilities  had  fallen  for  widows  from  2,306 
in  1881  to  1,244,  and  for  orphans  from  303 
in  the  former  period  to  16,  while  the 
surplus  assets  had  mounted  up  to  the 
enormous  sum  of  £109,000,  the  capital 
remaining  at  practically  £400,000.  Ova- 
all  this  area  of  time  the  surplus  was 
augmented,  and  over  all  the  liabilities 
were  naturally  decreased.  In  spite  of 
these  facts,  however,  no  attempt  whatevv 
was  made  to  administer  this  surplus  fw  the 
benefit  of  the  poor  persons  for  whom  the 
Fund  was  originally  subscribed.  The  next 
fund,  which  I  will  deal  with  only  briefly, 
is  the  "Captain"  Fund.  It  was  sub- 
scribed thirty  years  ago,  in  1870,  the 
original  amount  being  £40,000.  Of  this 
there  is  still  £37,000  remaining.  Now, 
when  people  subscribe  to  these  funds 
they  have  a  right  to  demand  that  they 
shall  be  exhausted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
people  whom  it  -waa  sought  to  benefit. 
Let  us  see  what  happened.  In  1881  -1 
will  tell  you  presentrir  why  I  take  1881 
—the  capital  stood  at  £31,700.  The 
liabilities  were  as  to  109  widows  and 
77  orphans,  and  there  was  a  surplus 
of  £7,500.  I^t  year,  in  1898,  that 
'  is,  the  number  of  widows  had  fallen  to 
eighty,  and  all  the  children  had  dis- 
appeared ;  but  the  surplus  had  mounted 
up  to  £17,000.  Now,  no  additional 
annuitant  had  been  put  on  this  fund 
of  the  dependents  of  those  men  who 
>  lost  their  lives  in  Hor  Majesty's  ship 
"  Captain  " ;  and  the  terms  of  my  Amend- 
ment are  framed  with  a  view  to  detach- 
ing these  surpluses,  and  making  them 
applicable  to  the  present  war.  The 
next  fund  is  that  of  the  "Eurj-dice,'" 
which  was  subscribed  to  relieve  the 
necessities  of  the  relatives  of  those  who 
I  were  lost  in  H.M.S.  "  Eurydice,"  which 
went  down  in  1878.  The  mginal 
amount  subscribed  was  altogether 
£19,000,  £3,000  of  which  was  deroted 
to  the  Koyal  Naval  Reserve  Fond, 
leaving  the  amount  appropriated  to  the 
"Eurydice"  Fund  at  £16,000.  After 
]  the  twenty-two  years  which  have  elapt«eil 
since    the  Fund  was  subscribed  there 

Digitized  by 


945       Address  in  Answer  to       {8  FEBRUARY  1900}      the  Queen's  Speech.  946 


now  remains  £1 5, 1 00,  or  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  original  amount 
subscribed.  In  1 881  the  capital 
stood  at  ^eiS.OOO.  There  were  tbirty- 
«^ht  widows  and  forty-aeven  orphans, 
^reover,  the  surplus,  which  in  the  first 
year  was  £930,  stood  in  1898  at  £4,800. 
To-day  the  capital  is  £15,100,  and  there 
are  receiving  relief  thirty-three  widows 
and  one  child.  The  Zulu  War  Fund  is 
the  next  I  deal  with,  and  it  is  in  a  similar 
condition.  It  was  sulMCribed  in  1879, 
the  original  amount  being  £25,500 ; 
and  to-day  it  stands  even  nigher  than 
it  did  at  its  inception,  for  it  amounts 
to  £27,500.  There  are  certain  par- 
ticular features  about  this  fund  that  I 
would  like  to  lay  before  the  House,  all 
pointing  to  the  defective  policy  pursued 
by  the  Patriotic  Ckimmissioners  in  distri- 
buting this  fond.  It  was  considered  to 
be  a  poor  fund,  and  the  Royal  Patriotic 
Commissioners  arranged  originally  that 
the  widows  of  those  who  were  under  the 
rank  of  an  officer,  that  is  to  say,  of 
non-commissioned  officers  and  privates, 
should  receive  no  more  than  3s.  6d,  per 
week  and  Is.  for  every  child.  A  large 
percoitage  of  these  widows  remarried 
and  went  off  the  fund.  That 
took  place  within  three  or  four  years 
of  the  conclusion  of  the  Zulu  War, 
and  this  fund,  supposed  to  be  a  poor  one, 
showed  a  surplus  of  over  £6,200  in  1883. 
The  Commissioners  then  decided  to  raise 
the  pensions  of  the  widows  of  the  non- 
commissioned officers.  But  here  is  a  most 
curioits  fact  which  I  would  like  you  to 
consider,  viz.,  that  while  the  non-commis- 
sioned officers'  widows  had  the  increase, 
the  allowance  to  the  widows  of  privates 
was  not  increased.  They  continued  to 
receive  the  3b.  6d.  per  week  and  Is.  per 
child.  Up  to  1883  the  surplus  assets 
amounted  to  £6,200.  In  1886,  in  spite  * 
of  the  increase  to  widows  of  non-com- 
missioned officers,  the  figures  went  up 
higher  still,  and  in  1889  the  surplus  in- 
creased to  £12,500.  At  that  moment 
the  Commissioners  were  spending  less 
than  their  income,  and  yet  the  pensions 
to  the  widows  of  privates  remained  the 
same.  In  1892  the  surplus  had  become 
fartJier  augmented  to  £12,600 ;  and  then, 
and  then  only,  the  widows  of  the  most 
needy  class  of  recipients  received  an  in- 
crease on  that  miserable  pittance  of  3s.  6d. 
per  week  which  they  had  been  receiving 
for  nine  years.  It  was  raised  to  58.  per 
week,  and  2b.  per  child.     May  I  say. 


here,  that  these  figures  are  not  my  own ; 
I  took  them  from  the  Patriotic  dommis- 
sioners'  reports,  hence  they  cannot  claim 
knorance  of  these  facts.  The  Royal  Naval 
Relief  Fund  is  the  next  It  was  started 
in  1879 ;  but  it  was  not  a  fund  to  which 
the  public  had  subscribed.  It  consisted 
of  a  sum  detached  from  the  *'  Eurydice  " 
fund,  of  £3,000,  and  also  a  fund  subscribed 
in  relief  of  the  suflFerers  by  the  explosion  on 
board  H.M.S.  "Thunderer"  of  £2,000. 
Out  of  the  original  combined  total  of 
£5,000  there  remains  a  sum  of  £8,000. 
Now  the  average  expenditure  of  this  fund 
has  never  exceeded  £50  a  year,  though  the 
total  subscribed  amounts  to  no  less  than 
£8,000.  It  is  burdened  with  no  more 
than  two  widows  and  two  orphans.  I  pass 
on  to  the  Rodriguez  Fund,  which  will 
certainly  require  some  explanation.  It  was 
bequeathed  in  1857,  and  was  the  bequest 
of  Don  Francisco  Rodriguez,  of  Manilla, 
who  in  a  generous  moment  presented  a 
large  sum  of  money  to  this  countiy  '*  for 
the  relief  of  the  families  of  English  sub- 
jects wounded  or  dying  in  the  wars." 
The  original  amount  handed  over  to  the 
Commissioners  in  1865  was  £7,400  ;  and 
there  remains  to  day  of  this  bequest  no 
leas  than  £16,000.  The  fund  has  been 
hoarded  all  these  years  till  it  has  reached 
that  sum.  Now,  since  1803 — when  the 
fund  was  partially  handed  over — the 
balance  being  handed  over  in  1865 — up 
to  1880  not  a  single  penny  was  spent. 
Can  anybody  assert  for  a  single  moment 
that  nobody  was  wounded  or  died  in  the 
wars  whose  necessities  did  not  command 
alleviation  in  that  period  under  the 
bequest  ?  [An  Hon.  Member  :  What 
about  the  indigent  families?]  The 
question  seems  to  be  whether  or  not  the 
Commissioners  were  handicapped  by  cer- 
tain conditions  imposed  by  the  trust. 
I  Certainly  it  depends  upon  the  conditions 
of  the  fund ;  but  I  would  remind  the 
hon.  Member  "that  the  Act  of  Parliament 
swept  away  all  those  conditions. 
Another  bequest  of  a  Greek  merchant, 
Sir  Constantine  Zervudachi,  is  that  known 
as  the  Zer^'udachi  Fund,  instituted  in 
1883  with  the  gift  of  £1,300.  It  has  in- 
creased to  £2,000 ;  but  not  a  penny  was 
spent  till  the  Parliamentary  Committee 
held  its  inquiry,  nnce  when  about  £30  a 
year  has  been  distributed.  I  now  pass 
to  a  fund  to  which  I  have  already  made 
some  reference  in  the  ^course  of  m^ 
speech,  one  not  subscribed  by  the  pubhc 
at  all.    It  is  the  Soldiers'  Effects  Fund, 
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being  formed  of  the  unclaimed  balances 
of  soldiers'  effects  transferred  by  the 
War  Office  under  the  Begimental 
Debts  Act  of  1863.  It  would  appear 
that  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  eligible 
to  utilise  this  fund  could  not  be  discovered, 
and  it  was  said  by  the  Commissioners, 
"  we  have  had  ik)  application  for  relief," 
though  its  scope  was  of  the  widest 
character,  indudOng  death  by  wounds  in 
war,  accident,  antC  in  ^ort^  any  cause 
attributeble  to  service.  The  War  Office 
was  guilty  of  a  grave  dereliction  of  duty 
to  allow  money  to  pass  out  of  their  hands 
to  be  administered  by  a  foreign  body 
over  whom  they  had  no  control.  The 
first  instalment  was  paid  over  in  1884  by 
the  War  Department  to  the  Patriotic 
Commissioners.  The  sum  was  £44,000. 
In  1890  this  had  augmented  to  £93,000  ; 
in  1895  it  had  increased  to  £134,000  ;  in 
1898  to  £155,000 ;  and  ttnlay,  in  reply 
to  a  question,  my  bon.  friend  mentioned 
that  the  fund  had  increased  to  £160,000. 
The  income  of  the  Soldiers'  Effects  Fund 
for  the  last  four  years  has  been  £20,676, 
yet  out  of  it  all  the  insignificant  sum  of 
£4,513  has  been  spent,  or  practically  only 
one-fourth  of  the  whole.  Sir,  whatever 
may  be  the  explanation  of  this 
hoarding  up  to  the  present  time, 
for  the  future  there  will  be  plenty 
of  beneficiaries  who  will  require  all 
the  assistance  they  can  ^et,  in  respect  of 
the  benefits  they  are  entitl^  to.  I  have  • 
endeavoured.  Sir,  to  set  out  these  funds  I 
in  detail  in  order  to  prove  my  case,  and  I 
submit  that  there  are,  firstly,  available  ' 
surpluses  from  many  funds  that  cannot ! 
now  by  lapse  of  time  be  applied  to 
their  original  purpose  and  that  there- 
fore they  ou^ht  to  be  detached  and 
utilised  for  kmdred  purposes;  secondly, 
there  are  accumulations — I  distinguish 
between  accumulations  and  surpluses ; 
arising  from  the  fact  that  the  untuuu^ed 
capital  has  not  been  utilised  at  all.  I 
ask  if  there  is  any  justification  for  this 
policy  of  accumulation  of  these  funds? 
Have  there  been  any  fettering  restric- 
tions 1  My  hon.  friend  suggested  that 
some  are  subject  to  restrictions.  Now 
in  1881,  as  che  result  of  the  departmental 
inquiry  into  the  maladministration  of  the 
Patriotic  Fund,  the  Grovernment  expressly 
passed  an  Act  of  Parliament  to  enable 
the  Commission  to  deal  with  all  their 
surpluses  as  they  might  accumulate  from 
time  to  time, 'and  miatever  justificaticm 
they  may  have  had  prior  to  then,  no 

Mr.  Kearleff. 


valid  excuse  could  be  offered  for  all  this 
continued  hoarding,  because  the  Commis- 
sioners had  this  Act  of  Parliament 
whereby  an  application  could  be 
made  to  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
in  order  to  make  the  surpluses  available. 
But  I  would  like  the  House  to  bear 
with  me  for  a  moment,  while  I  examine 
the  case  as  presented  by  the  Patriotic 
CommisBitmers  themselves.  The  Chair- 
man of  the  Executive  Fund  of  the  fioyal 
Patriotic  CcHnmission  is  a  gentleman  who 
boars  an  honoured  name — Lord  Nelson. 
He  is  the  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee  of  the  Royal  Patriotic  Commis- 
sion. He  did  me  the  honour  to  reply 
in  the  press  a  few  weeks  ago  to  certain 
strictures  I  had  passed  on  their  policy, 
complaining  of  their  delay  in  not  having 
availed  themselves  of  this  Act  for  utilising 
their  suralus  funds.  "  Our  answer  is  " — 
Lord  Nelson  states—"  that  we  were  con- 
tinually applying  to  successive  Govern- 
ments to  extend  the  power  of  the  original 
Commission,  but  only  obtained  power 
to  deal  with  the  surplus  of  the  Patriotic 
Fund  in  1 897."  Well,  what  are  the  facts  ? 
Sir,  no  application  was  made  to  any 
Government  until  after  the  Parliamentary 
Committee  was  appointed,  and  vet  the 
Chairman  of  the  Executive  and  Finance 
Committee  assures  us  that  repeated  appli- 
cations were  made  to  "  successive  Govern- 
ments." The  Select  Committee  was 
appointed  in  February,  1895,  aud  it  was 
not  until  April  of  that  year  that  the 
Koyal  Commissioners  showed  a  feverish 
anxiety  to  put  this  Act  into  force.  The 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  at  that  time 
was  the  present  I^eader  of  the  Opposition, 
and  in  reply  to  the  application  which  was 
made  he  said  that  he  preferred  to  await 
the  Report  of  the  Select  Parliamentary 
Committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  and 
report  upon  the  Patriotic  Funds.  In 
June  of  Wat  year  the  Rosebery  Govern- 
ment fell  and  Lord  Lansdowne  went  to 
the  War  Office.  A  renewed  application 
was  made,  which  brou^t  the  following 
caustic  reply — 

"  Whilst  fully  reoogntBing  the  posi^n  in 
which  the  ComniissionerB  of  the  F^riotir 
Fond  are  placed  by  the  reoupt  of  many 
deservinjf  applications  for  relief,  which  the 
Commiasionen  are  uiuble  to  atfonl,  thont^ 
possessed  of  ample  funds,  he  could  not  conmit 
to  the  proposal  of  theConnmianoners,  pandioK 
the  report  of  ^•Paritameiitaiy  CSommittea 

So  much  for  the  excuse  pn^ered  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Patriotic  ConmiissaonerB 
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It  is  rather  an  extravagant  excuse  to  say 
that  there  were  legal  difficulties  and 
clauses  which  require  definition  in  regard 
to  a  fund  which  was  handed  over  in  the 
year  1863,  because  those  difficulties  ou^ht 
to  have  been  discovered  and  dealt  with 
long  ago.  '  I  should  have  thought  the 
Commissioners  would  have  got  rid  of  all 
those  difficulties  during  the  time  which 
they  have  been  hoarding  up  this  UxoA.  An 
explanation  may  be  offered  by  somebody 
who  will  probably  speak  in  this  debate 
that  it  is  the  actuarial  advice  which 
governs  the  action  of  the  Patriotic  Com- 
missioners in  this  matter.  The  Commis- 
sioners employ  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished actuaries  of  the  day,  for  he  is  a 
man  well  known  and  at  the  head  of  hia 
profession.  He  is  employed  to  audit- 
their  accounts,  and  possibly  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  may  attempt  to  explain 
some  of  these  matters  by  saying  that  the 
Commissioners  acted  upon  the  advice  of 
the  actuary.  But  the  actuary  has  no 
advising  power  in  connection  with  the 
Royal  Patriotic  Commission,  and  he 
attempts  to  give  no  advice  whatever. 
[An  Hon.  Member  ;  Oh,  oh !]  I  cross- 
examined  the  actuary  myself  before, 
the  Committee  upstairs,  and  he  assured 
that  Select  Committee  that  his  position 
began  and  ended  at  this — that  he  gave  no- 
advice  whatever,  but  when  there  was  a 
specification  handed  to  him  setting  out  so 
many  widows,  so  many  re-married  women^ 
and  so  forth  he  made  a  report  upon  it. 
The  Select  Parliamentary  Committee 
found  that  there  were  surpluses  of 
£107,000  available,  and  accumulations 
of  £160,000  which  ought  to  be  utilised. 
But  notwithstanding  this  finding  nothing, 
has  happened  since  except  that  th& 
accumulations  have  gone  on  accumulating,, 
and  the  surpluses  have  gone  on  increasing. 
They  applied  to  the  Minister  for  War  for 
a  supplementuy  Commission,  which  they 
obtamed,  but  it  was  a  mere  sham  hocI 
delusion.  They  set  aside  a  surplus  amount- 
ing to  £110,000  of  the  original  Patriotic 
Fund,  on  the  pretence  that  they  were 
going  to  utilise  it.  What  has  happened  1  It 
was  set  aside  in  1897,  and  in  the  first  year 
they  spent  £230  only.  The  next  year 
this  fund  amounted  to  £1 1 7,000,  and  they 
spent  £3,700.  They  have  placed  on  the 
fund  a  number  of  aged  and  decayed 
widows,  whose  husbands  fought  for  us 
in  the  Crimea  forty-five  years  ago.  To 
show  the  cnieli^  of  this  belateapolicy, 
let  me  ask  the  House  to  bear  with  me  & 

■  Ei^  Dap.. 

Digitized  by  CjOOQIC 


for  their  delay.  Well,  now  I  will  deal 
with  the  excuse  he  offers  for  the  hoarding 
of  these  funds.  He  admits  practically 
all  my  figures  as  to  the  surpluses,  and 
he  also  admits  there  are  large  accumula- 
tions. But  he  meets  us  with  the  startling 
proposition  that  for  certain  of  these  funds, 
notably  the  "Soldiers'  Effects  Fund"  and 
the  "Rodriguez  Fund,"  they  are  only 
indirectly  responsible.  Lord  Nelson 
said — 

*-  The  Soldiers'  Effects  Fund  is  administered 
•ij  ns  onder  directions  from  the  War  Office, 
and  it  will  be  for  the  War  Office  and  not  us 
to  say  whether  the  intersBb  only  or  the  capital 
U  tote  dealt  with." 

That  was  not  true,  for  the  War  Office 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  Soldiers' 
Effects  Fund,  which  is  administered 
and  regulated  by  Royal  Warrant ; 
and  if  the  House  will  bear  with  me 
for  a  m(nnent,  I  will  read  the  terms  of 
the  Royal  Warrant  which  alone  regu- 
lates   its    distribution.     It    directs  — 

"  All  raBidnes  and  iacome  and  accaraula- 
tions  of  income  so  to  be  pud  over  or  transferred 
a«  aforeeaid  from  time  to  time,  shall  form  one 
fund  to  be  called  the  '  Soldiers'  Effects  Fund,' 
to  be  under  the  management  and  control  of 
the  Executive  Committee  for  the  time  being,  of 
<7ar  Commissioners  for  the  time  being  of  the 
Mtid  Patriotic  Fand,  but  subject  to  and  under 
Mooh  orders  and  regulations  as  may  from  time 
to  time  be  madf  by  Our  said  Commissioners, 
or  any  three  or  more  of  them,  and  shall  be 
applied  in  payment  of  such  compassionate, 
aonual,  or  other  allowances,  to  the  widows  and 
cbUdren  or  other  dependent  relatives  of  soldiers 
dying  on  service,  or  within  six  months  after 
discharge,  and  generally  in  such  manner  for  the 
benefit  uf  such  widovra  and  children  or  other 
dependant  relatives  of  soldiers  dying  as  aftn«- 
said,  aa  the  said  Executive  Committee,  or  any 
two  or  more  of  them,  sball,  from  time  to  time, 
think  Gt,  preferential  consideration  being  given 
to  the  widows  and  children  of  soldiers  on  the 
married  establisbment,  who  — 

**  {a. )  Were  killed  in  action,  ordied  of  wounds 
received  in  action,  or  from  illness  which 
can  be  directly  traced  to  fatigue,  priva- 
tion, or  exposure  incident  to  active 
(iterations  in  the  field,  within  twelve 
months  of  sustaining  saeh  wound  or 
contracting  such  illness. 
**  (ft.)  Died  from  an  injury  directly  traceable 
to  military  duty  within  twefve  months 
of  sustaining  such  injury. 
"  (r. )  Died  from  Utn<«8  directly  traceable  to 
fatigue,  privation  or  exposure  in  the  per- 
formance of  military  duty. 
■■  The  widows  and  children  of  mobilised 
Army  Reserve  men  dying  as  aforesaid  shall  be 
ccmsidned  as  on  the  married  establishment." 

As  regards  the  accumulation  Of  the 
Rodriguez  Fund,  Lord  Nelson  says— 

'■  There  were  peculiar  olanses  which  required 
l^al  dt^nition  causing  some  delay." 
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litUe  bnger  whilo  I  mention  tjie  ages  of 
the  pensioners  who  have  just  been  put  on 
this  fund,  and  who  ought  to  have  been  put 
on  many  years  ago.     I  will  take  362 
recipients.     Of  this  total  65"  are  of  an 
average  age  of  70  years,  116  average  75, 
117  average  80  years,  53  average  85 
years,  and  M  have  an  average  of  over  90 
years  of  age.    It  seems  incredible  that 
these  Patriotic  Commissioners  should  h&ve 
had  the  heartlessness  to   keep  these 
poor  old  women  out  of  the  benefit  of 
the  money  for  so  many  years.  They 
uiay   argue  that   these    poor  people 
were  not  entitled  to  it   at  all,  but 
I    say    that    if    the  Commissioners 
had  done  their  duty  the  fund  would 
have  been  exhausted  on  behalf  of  those  who 
were  originally  intended  to  be  benefited. 
I  would  now  like  to  say  one  or  two  words 
in  the  nature  of  a  historical  survey  of 
the  career  of  this  body.    The  Patriotic 
Commissioners  have   entirely    lost  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  in  fact  they  lost 
that  confidence  forty  years  aga  The  C<na- 
mission  has  been  in  hot  water  either  with 
the  Government  or  the  public  throughout 
the  whole  of  its  career.    In  1881  a  joint 
■departmental  inquiry  was  held,  Sir  Robert 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Lefroy  being  entrusted 
with  it.    After  that  inquiry  Mr.  Childers 
and  Lord  Northbrook  came  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  only  cure  for  the  Koyal 
Patriotic  Commission  was  to  dissolve  it, 
and  they  gave  them  notice  to  that  effect, 
and  they  only  afterwards  escaped  dissolu- 
tion by  the  skin  of  their  teeth.  But  even 
this  did  not  reform  them,  and  they  never 
will  be  reformed.   Let  me  remind  the 
House  what  happened  in  1893  in  connec- 
tion with  the  "  Victoria  "  disaster.  Then 
the  nation  made  large  contributions,  and 
X70,000  was  handed  over  to  the  Patriotic 
Commissioners  in  June.  But  not  until  the 
following  November — four-  months  after 
the  disaster — did  those  Commissioners  dis- 
tribute a  single  penny,  the  delay  being 
trended  on  the  ground  that  other  funds 
were    being    administered   and  they 
were  de^rately  afraid  of  overlapping. 
We  succeeded  at  that  time  in  awakening 
public  opinion.    The  amount  it  was  origi- 
nally intended  to  give  to  the  widows  was 
only  3s.  6d.  a  week,  and  the  result  of  the 
agitation  was  that  the  pensions  were 
nearly  doubled.  What  explanation  did  the 
Commissioners  ofi'er  1  Did  they  admit  the 
truth,  that  it  was  fear  and  fear  alone  of 
public  censure  which  made  them  increase 
these  pensions  T  No,  they  asl;ed  us  to 
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believe  that  the  orijB^inal  allotment  was 
purely  provisional  Imyself  moved  in  this 
House  for  a  return  of  the  pensions  they 

had  allotted.    They  made  that  return  on 
the  lower  scale  of  pensions,  and,  as  I 
argued  before  the  Committee  upstairs,  and 
as  I  repeat  now,  it  was  a  most  improl>able 
thing  that  the  Patriotic  Fund  Commis- 
sioners should  have  made  a  return  to  this 
House  of  a  scale  of  pensions  altogether 
different  from  that  which  they  finally 
intended  to  allot.     They  had  no  in- 
tention whatever  of  fully  utilising  the 
Victoria    Fund.     Thev    intendea  to 
hoard  it  precisely  as  they  had  hoarded 
other  funds.    Well,  I  am  glad  to  say  we 
secured  a  more  liberal  distribution  of  that 
fund,  and  I  hope  that  the  result  of  this 
debate  will  be  that  the  other  funds  in 
the  possession  of  the  Commissioners  will 
be  similarly  dealt  with.    After  all,  the 
question  is,  what  is  to  be  done  ?    I  hare 
followed  this  matter  since  1893,  and  I 
believe  that  nothing  but  Government 
intervention  will  rid  the  countnr  of  this 
abuse.    It  may  be  a  question  of  reform- 
ing or  dissolving  the  body — I  care  not 
which,    though    if    I  had  my  choice 
I   would    prefer    that    it    should  he 
dissolved — but    there    should    be  an 
independent  valuation  of  the  whole  of 
the  funds  controlled  by  these  gentlemen. 
When  I  speak  of  an  independent  I  mean 
an  actuarial  valuation.    I  am  not  suggest- 
ing that  Mr.  Finlaison  should  not  be  con- 
sulted, but  that  the  examination  shoiUd 
partake  of  the  character  of  that  carried 
out  by  our  great  insurance  offices.  Let 
there  be  an  investigation  as  to  the  lialtili- 
ties  and  the  contingent  liabilities  to  pro- 
vide for  the  beneficaries,  but  do  not  let 
us  go  on  year   after  year  with  these 
visible  surpluses,  especially  when  a  time 
of  national  distress  has  arrived  in  con- 
nection with  our  losses  in  the  present  war, 
when  every  penny  is  required.    I  assert 
that  if  the  Government  will  only  cany 
out  our  su^estion  they  will  find  they  can 
get  at  once  from  the  Patriotic  Commis- 
sioners' hoard  a  sum  not   less  than 
.£500,000,  not  including  the  £270.000 
which   unfortunately   was   handed  to 
them  by  the  Lord  Mayor  recently.  It 
amounts   to  this,  that  there  *  is  prac- 
tically within  the  grasp  of  the  Govern- 
ment for  the  benefit  of  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  those  who  have  lost,  or  may 
lose,  their  lives  in  the  war,  a  sum  largw 
than  the  amount    subscribed   to  ibe 
Mansion  House  Fund.    How  can  they 
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afford  to  disregard  this  appeal  ?  Can  they 
offer  the  exciue  that  what  I  have  said  is 
not  true  7   I  have  given  details,  and  I 
hope  I  have  convinced  the  House  that  a 
Kreat  scandal  exists  which  ought  to  be 
brought  to  an  end.    Some  of  us  have 
tried  for  many  years  to  bring  that  about. 
The  CommissicHiera  are  a  most  influential 
liody.    We  are  not  attacking  them  indi- 
\idiiaUy,  but  those  managing  the  fund 
entrrach  themselves  behind  such  great 
names  as  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty, 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  and  the 
Governor  of  the  Bank  of  England,  who 
lire  Commissioners,  but  who  take  no 
active  part  in  the  administration  of  the 
fund.    The  fact  is  that  the  fund  is  man- 
aged by  the  permanent  secretary  and  a 
small  coterie,  and  that  there  is,  therefore, 
maladministration.     A  letter  was  pub- 
lished the  other  day  from  Sir  George 
Hayter  Chubb  in  icfkly  to  ■omething  I 
had  said,  and  it  merely  quoted  the  names 
of  the  cUstinguished  men  on  the  body, 
and  asked,  "  What  is  the  good  of  anyone 
attempting  to  suggest  that  this  fund  is  not 
properly  administered  % "    These  great 
names  make  up  what  is  called  in  Bnancial 
circles  a  good  "  front  page."    The  fund 
is  not  properly  administered.    A  million 
of  money  is  concerned  ;  it  wants  proper 
control,  and  I  hope  the  Government  will 
now  take  steps  in  the  niatter.   I  b^  to 
move  the  Amendment  standing  on  the 
Paper  in  my  name. 

Mr.  BAYLEY  (Derbyshire,  Chester- 
field) :  My  first  duty  is  to  congratulate 
my  hoiu  friend  on  the  very  able  and 
lucid  statement  he  has  given  in  refer- 
ence to  the  Patriotic  tund,  and  my 
second  to  associate  myself  with  the  view 
that  perhaps  the  greatest  trouble  of 
our  brave,  soldiers,  who  are  in  a  difficult 
and  trying  position  at  the  front  to-day,  is, 
if  they  should  be  killed  or  wounded  to 
morrow,  what  would  become  of  those 
dqwndent  on  them  ?  And  I  consider  it  is 
the  duty  of  this  House  to  do  everything 
possible  to  make  our  soldiers'  minds  as 
comfortable  as  we  can,  and  also  the  minds 
of  their  dependents  at  home — their 
mothers,  wives,  and  children — who 
have  a  right  to  our  sympathy,  and 
who  number  hundreds  of  thousands. 
There  is  one  fact  not  disputed  in  connec- 
tion with  these  funds,  and  that  is  that 
they  are  badly  administered,  and  not 
admiuistered  in  a  businesslike  manner. 
That  is  a  proposition  which  I  believe 


anyone  who  has  looked  into  the  reports 
must   acknowledge.     iSly  second  pro- 
position is  that  although  we  appointed  a. 
Committee  to  inquire  into  and  report 
on  this  matter,  practically  nothing  has- 
been  done,  and  what  little  has  been  done 
has  not  touched  the  real  grievance.  My 
third  proposition  is  that  a  public  duty 
attempted  to  be  performed  by  charity  has 
been  an  absolute  failure.    A  few  years- 
the  Colonial  Secretary  brought  in  an 
^ployers'  Liability  Bill,  whereby  the  de- 
pendents of  any  person  killed  or  any  person, 
injured  had  a  claim  against  the  employer 
concerned.    Why  not  apply  the  same 
principle  to  our  soldiers  and  sailors  when 
killed  or  wounded  on  active  service  as 
is  applied  to  the  soldiers  of  industry  V 
That  is  a  suggestion  which  I  hope  the 
Colonial  Secretary,  with  his  great  power 
in  the  Cabinet,  will  consider  and  carry  out. 
I  believe  it  would  be  most  popular  in  the 
country,  and  I  am  sure  the  Government - 
do  not  desire  that  the  servants  of  the  State 
should  be  in  a  worse  position  than  other 
employees.     Doing    this    business  by 
ch^ity  has  failed  and  failed  ignominiously, . 
not'.vithstanding  the  great  names  attached 
to  the  fund,  as  these  gentlemen  do  not 
give  an  hour's  work  to  it,  and  cannot  be^ 
expected  to.    I  will  give  one  illustration 
not  mentioned  by  my  hon.  friend  to  show 
how  the  fund  has  been  administered.  I 
refer   to   the    administration    of  the 
Balaclava  Fund.    A  sum  was  subscribed 
for  Uie  men  who  survived  the  Balaclava 
charge.    About  twenty-three  of  them  are 
alive  now.    The  common-sense  principle 
would  have  been  to  purchase  annuities 
for  these  men  ;  but  nothing  of  the  sort 
was  done,  and  when  the  last  man  on  the 
fund  is    dead    there    will  be  about 
£2,000    left.     If    the  last    man  or 
the  two  or  three  last  men  went  to  a 
clever   solicitor,    and    if    the  matter 
were  brought  into  the  courts,  I  believe 
they  could  claim  every  penny.  The 
money  was  subscribed  absolutely  for 
them,  and  the  Boyal  Patriotic  Fund  has 
neither  a  legal  nor  a  moral  right  to  keep 
the  money  from  them.    While  I  speak 
with  the  highest  respect   of  the  very 
honourable  men    connected    with  the 
fund,  I  must  say  they  neglected  their 
duty  in  allowing  some  of  these  men  to  go 
into  the  workhouse  because  they  did  not 
receive  the  money  which  belonged  to 
them.    I  sincerely  hope  the  Government 
will  now  go  seriously  into  this  question 
and  settle  this  fund  on  the  basis  of  the 
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rocommendalions  of  the  Committee  of 
this  House.  I  hope  they  will  go  further 
And  relieve  the  anxiety  of  our  soldiers, 
who  are  fighting  well  under  the  most 
difficult  and  trying  circvinistances  with 
which  the  British  Army  has  ever  had  to 
contend.  I  he^  Sir,  to  second  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"At  the  md  of  the  Qne^tion  to  add  the 
•words, '  But  we  desire  humbly  to  repraseat  to 
Yoar  Majesty  that  it  is  tlie  duty  of  Your 
Majesty's  present  advisers  to  take  immediate 
And  effective  action  to  ensure  that  the  accnrau- 
JatioQs  and  available  surpluses  of  various  funds 
administered  by  the  Royal  Patriotic  Commis- 
sioQS  should  be  applieil  for  the  benefit  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  officers  and  men  of 
Your  Majesty's  military  and  naval  forces  who 
lose  their  lives  in  the  war  in  Sputh  Africa. ' " — 
{Mr.  Keartey.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
))e  there  added.' 

^Admiral  FIELD  (Sussex,  Eastbourne) : 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  offer  a  few  observa- 
tions in  reply  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  as 
a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  "  Captain  "  Relief  Fund.  The  hon. 
Member  for  Devonport  deserves  much 
credit  for  the  interest  he  has  shown  in 
(the  general  administration  of  the  Patriotic 
Fund,  but  when  he  says  that  the  public 
(have  lost  confidence  in  the  Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners,  I  think  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man must  hear  a  great  deal  of  the  respon- 
Hibility  for  that  want  of  confidence.  He 
has  brought  charges  of  a  very  serious 
character  against  uie  Commissioners,  and 
obtained  a  Parliamentary  Committee  of 
Inquiry  ;  but  the  result  of  that  investiga- 
tion was  practically  to  absolve  the  Com- 
missioners from  the  serious  chargesbrought 
against  them.  I  have  not  much  fault  to 
.find  with  the  form  in  which  he  has 
brought  forward  his  Amendment — 

"  That  tiie  accuraalatiom  and  available  aur- 
iplases  <rf  various  funds  administered  by  the 
Royal  Patriotic  Commissioners  should  lie 
applied  for  the  Itenefit  of  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  officers  and  men  of  the  military  and 
I  naval  forces  who  lose  their  lives  in  the  war  in 
.South  Africa." 

I  tliink  that  suggestion  is  not  objection- 
.able,  and  might  be  fairly  well  entertained. 

'But  the  hon.  Member  did  not  seem  to 
'have  sufficient  regard,  in  his  attack  on 

the  administration,  to  the  fact  that  many 
<of  those  funds  to  which  he  alluded  are 
^verned  by  distinct-trusts  and  conditions. 


I  am  not  competent  to  deal  with  all 
the  funds,  but  only  with  she  "Captain" 
Fund,  for  it  was  mamly  at  my 
suggestion  that  that  fund  in  1872  was 

handed  over  to  the  Patriotic  Commis- 
sioners. It  was  handed  over  under  a  dis- 
tinct trust  deed,  the  terms  of  which  were 
settled  with  legal  assistance. 

Mr.  KEAKLEY  :  Does  my  hon.  and 
pliant  friend  maintain  that  the  "  Captain  '' 
Fund  is  still  subject  to  that  deed  ?  If  he 
looks  at  the  schedule  of  the  Patriotic 
Fund  Act  of  1881  he  will  find  that  the 
fund  was  expressly  scheduled  there  with 
many  other  funds,  so  that  the  surplus 
could  be  applied  irrespective  <^  the  trust 
deed. 

♦Admiral  FIELD :  It  is  possible  that 
the  surplus  m^  be  given  to  some  other 
naval  object.  There  is  a  provision  in  the 
deed  that  after  every  care  has  been  taken 
to  meet  the  claims  of  every  widow  and 
orphan  who  had  a  claim  on  the  fund  the 
balance  should  be  handed  over  to  the 
Royal  Naval  Belief  Fund.  This  was,  iu 
fact,  the  first  nucleus  of  the  Royal  Naval 
Relief  Fund.  Surely  my  hon.  friend 
will  not  deny  that  it  is  necessary  to  make 
actuarial  calculations  when  you  have  to 
deal  with  widows  and  children,  and  the 
actuary  has  to  allow  a  considerable 
margin  for  epidemics  of  disease.  I  be- 
lieve that  the  *'  Captain  "  Fund,  as  well  a& 
all  the  other  funds,  has  been  admiralily 
administered.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
stated  that  the  surplus  of  the  "Ca^ 
tain  "  Fund  has  grown  to  such  dimensimis 
that  it  now  amounts  to  ^7,000.  fiat 
the  hon.  Gentlemiui  forgot  that  that 
might  be  due  to  the  wisdom  with  which 
the  funds  were  invested.  It  was  at  first 
proposed  to  invest  the  whole  of  the  "  Cap- 
tain "  Fund  in  Three  per  Cent.  Consols. 
I  opposed  that  tooth  and  nail,  and  at  iny 
suggestion  one-third  was  invested  in  New 
South  Wales  Government  Stock,  one  third 
in  Canadian  Stock,  and  one  third  in  Indian 
railways.  These  investments  have  laraely 
grown.  The  pensions  and  scale  of  aUow- 
ances  to  widows  and  children  with  a 
claim  on  the  fund  were  based  on  the  same 
lines  as  those  applied  in  the  administration 
of  the  Crimean  funds.  There  must  l)e 
some  principle  in  the  administration  i>f 
every  fund.  The  Commissioners  are 
trustees  for  the  subscribei-s,  but  I  do  not 
share  the  view  of  my  hon.  friend,  who 
goes  so  far  as  to  say  that  the  funds  suit- 
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scribed  should  be  used  entirely  for  those  for 
whom  they  were  subscribed,  without  any 
reservation  whatever.  For  if  the  nation 
were  to  subscribe  an  enormously  lat^e 
amount  to  a  fund,  as  has  been  the  case  in 
the  present  war,  it  might  be  that  the 
widows  would  be  placed  in  the  position  of 
1>eing  infinitely  better  off  than  if  their 
huslnnds  were  alive.  My  hon.  friend  i& 
illogical,  for  by  the  terms  of  his  Amend- 
ment he  proposes  to  depart  from  the 
principle  he  has  laid  down,  and  to  take 
away  the  accumulations  of  the  old  funds, 
and  apply  them  to  sufferers  from  the  war 
in  SouUi  Africa.  I  do  not  object  to  that, 
for  I  a^ree  that  it  would  be  a  very  sood 
thins  if  a  reasonable  amount  of  these 
surpluses  were  applied  to  widows  and 
orphans  of  men  who  have  lost  their  lives 
in  the  South  African  War.  At  the  present 
time,  howevei',  I  do  not  think  the  Com- 
missioners would  be  justified  in  trans- 
ferring the  whole  surplus  of  the  "Captain  " 
Fund  to  the  Hoyal  Naval  ReHef  Fund. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Chesterfield 
may  have  possibly  some  ground  of 
censure  of  the  Patriotic  Commissioners 
for  undue  delay  in  granting  relief.  I 
believe  that  that  mode  of  administration 
has  been  remedied.  I  quite  agree  that 
immediate  relief  is  necessary,  even  if  it 
be  only  a  small  sum,  until  adequate  in- 
quiry has  been  made  ;  but  ray  belief  is 
that  the  delay  is  caused  by  the  enormous 
number  of  applicants,  and  it  takes  time 
to  make  the  necessary  enquiries.  The 
Patriotic  Fund  Commissioners  have 
worked  laboriously  and  well,  particularly 
the  Secretary,  who  is  one  of  the  ablest 
men  I  have  ever  come  across  in  adminis- 
tering charitable  funds.  The  public  mind 
had  Deen  unduly  poisoned  i^nst  the 
Administration  of  the  Fund.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  expressed  the  hope  that 
the  fund  would  be  transferred  to  the 
War  Office.  I  tnist  that  that  will  never 
he  done,  for  the  War  Office  has  enough  to 
<lo  with  its  proper  duties.  In  the  present 
administration  there  is  a  most  admirable 
machinery,  tested  by  the  experience  of 
years.  It  may  require  some  reform ; 
then  reform  it  by  all  means,  and  make  it 
a  perfect  machine.  It  ramifies  all  over 
the  country,  and,  with  the  aid  of  district 
paymasters  and  the  Post  Office,  I  do  not 
know  that  the  mind  of  man  could  much 
improve  on  it.  If  there  be  defects,  let 
them  be  remedied  ;  but  do  not  let  the 
hon.  Member  offer  up  to  public  oppro- 
hrium  and  scorn  the  efforts  of  men  who 


have  been  labouring  to  do  their  duty  to 
the  nation  and  as  trustees  for  the  sub- 
scribers to  the  funds.  I  hope  the  hon. 
Glentleman  will  not  press  his  motion  to  a 
division. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) 
said  that  if  proof  M'ere  needed  of  the 
necessity  for  reform,  it '  was  supplied  in 
the  defence  of  the  Patriotic  Fund  Com- 
missioners which  the  House  had  just 
heard  from  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member 
for  Eastbourne,  A  paper  had  been  issued, 
stating  that  the  Commissionws  were  per- 
fectly right  in  hoarding  up  th«r  funds, 
as  long  as  one  person  existed  with  a  claim 
on  the  funds.    That  meant  that  the 
i  £220,000  subscribed  to  the  Lord  Mayor's 
I  Fund  for  widows  and  orphans  in  the 
present  war  was  not  to  be  touched  so 
I  long  as  one  widow  or  orphan  remained. 

i  *Admiral  field  ;  I  do  not  go  so  far 
I  as  that.  Provided  you  leave  a  sufficient 
[  margin  for  the  Mddows  and  orphans,  I  am 
;  quite  willing  that  the  balance  should  he 
i  transferred  to  the  fioyal  Naval  Relief 
:  Fund  and  the  Royal  Military  Relief- 
I  Fund. 

I    Mr.  galloway  said  the  hon.  and 
;  gallant  Gentleman  held  that  the  Com- 
I  missionors  had  the  confidence  of  the 
;  public.    He  denied  that,  and  would  show 
I  how  that  confidence  had  been  lost.  When 
I  the  Lord   Mayor  opened  the  Mansion 
House  War  Fund,  he  announced  that  the 
;  money,  except  sums  ear-marked  for  any 
I  particular  purpose,  would  be  h«ided  over 
I  to  the   Patriotic    Commissioners,  and 
i  £220,000  subscribed   was  disposed  of 
'  in  that  way.   At  the  Mansion  House 
j  Conference  the  whole  question  of  the 
I  administration  of  the   Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners  was  brought  before  the 
public,  and  the  Lord  Mayor  took  the 
right  to  deal  with  the  funds  as  he  thought 
fit.    Since  then,  another  £100,000  had 
been  sub8cril>ed.    Her  Gracious  Majesty, 
through  the  Home  Secretary,  suggested 
what  was  now    known    as  "Queen's 
Sunday,"  and  the  result  was  that  the 
magnificent  sum  of  £60,000  was  raised 
in  the  churches  throughout  the  country. 
That  money  was  dealt  with  by  the 
Archbishops  of  Canterbury  and  York, 
and  they  expressly  stated  the  objects 
to   which  they    wished    that  money 
to  be  devoted.    Amongst  these  objects 
was  not  found  the  Patriotio  Fund.  He 
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maintained  that  the  public  had  entirely 
lost  confidence  in  the  Patriotic  Fund 
Commissioners.  His  hon.  friend  had 
suggested  that  the  surpluses  should  be 
devoted  to  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
the  soldiers  and  sailors  who  had  fallen  in 
the  present  war.  To  that  no  one  would 
offer  the  slightest  objection ;  but  how 
were  the  surpluses  to  be  applied  in  the 
future  1  He  held  that  a  very  grave  duty 
devolved  on  Her  Majesty's  Government 
in  regard  to  these  funds.  At  the  present 
time  utter  chaos  reigned  in  the  ^minis- 
tration of  the  various  funds.  There  was 
overlapping  in  all  the  various  funds,  and 
the  policy  of  the  Commissioners  had 
^*acillated  so  much  that  he  was  at  a  loss 
to  understand  whether  they  had  any 
poUcy  of  dealing  with  the  widows  and 
orphans  of  the  present  war.  There  was 
another  fund  in  which  the  country  had 
full  confidence.  The  Daily  Telegraph 
Fund  was  dealt  with  almost  entirely  on 
the  lines  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  who 
seconded  the  Amendment.  The  widows 
and  orphans  were  provided  for  by  pur- 
chasing Post  Office  annuities,  and  that 
was  the  only  practical  way  in  which  the 
widows  and  orphans  could  be  dealt  with. 
He  thought  the  Daily  Telegraph  deserved 
the  highest  praise  for  having  come  for- 
ward, at  a  time  when  sometmng  definite 
was  needed,  with  their  scheme,  and  for 
having  got  the  money  which  would  have 
gone  to  the  Patriotic  Commissioners  if 
these  Commissioners  had  had  the  confi- 
dence of  the  country.  There  were  the 
Imperial  War  Fund  and  local  war  funds, 
and  all  these  funds  should  be  added  to  the 
surplus  of  the  Patriotic  Fund,  the  whole 
taken  over  by  the  Government  and 
administered  by  the  War  Office,  or  some- 
body under  the  War  Office,  so  that  an 
end  might  be  put  to  the  absolute  chaoe 
which  at  present  reigned  in  the  adminis- 
tration. 

*The  financial  secretary  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  I  certainly 
have  no  complaint  whatever  to  make  of 
the  manner  in  which  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Devonport  has  brought  this 
matter  before  the  House  at  the  present 
moment.  He  has  always  shown,  if  I  may 
say  so,  a  most  intelligent  and  patriotic 
interest  in  this  question,  and  has  made 
himself  a  complete  master  of  it.  Un- 
doubtedly at  the  present  moment  our 
deepest  sympathies  are  enlisted  on  behalf 

Afr.  Oolloway. 


of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  our  soldiers 
and  our  sailors.  I  suppose  there  is 
nothii^  at  the  present  time  which  is 
more  deeply  moving  our  population  than 
the  present  war ;  and  the  generous 
response  to  appeals  on  behalf  of  our 
brave  soldiers  widows  and  otphans  is 
sufficient  proof  of  it.  But,  Sir,  in 
regard  to  the  particular  motion,  we 
have  to  deal  not  with  the  past,  bat 
with  the  future,  and  therefore  I  shall  not 
attempt  to  follow  my  hon.  friend  in  the 
history  of  the  Patriotic  Fund  which  he 
has  laid  before  the  House.  In  some 
points  I  should  not  be  able  to 
entirely  agree  with  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber, but  for  the  most  part  what  he 
has  told  us  is  substantially  accurate.  I 
am  afraid  that  the  course  which  the 
Patriotic  Fund  Commiasionen  have 
adopted  for  many  years  has  not  had 
the  full  approval  of  the  public ;  but 
it  must  be  remembered  that  they  are 
trustees,  and  it  is  certainly  true  that 
they  have  only  acted  as  they  believed 
they  were  bound  to  do,  as  honest  and 
honourable  guardians  of  the  money 
placed  at  their  disposal.  We  may  differ 
from  them  as  to  the  methods  they  have 
adopted  or  as  to  the  views  they  have 
held ;  but  unquestionably  they  have  been 
guided  by  one  motive  only,  and  that  is 
the  interest  of  the  beneficiaries  cchu- 
mitted  to  their  charge.  At  the  same 
time  I  am  afraid  that  public  opinion 
about  them  is  that  they  have  conducted 
their  operations  very  much  upon  the 
principles  which  are  supposed  to  govern 
a  very  interesting  bird  uJled  the  magpie, 
who  always  hides  the  coin.  Well,  Sir, 
some  observations  were  made  by  my  hon. 
friend  with  regard  to  the  actuanaJ  advice, 
or  actuarial  calculations,  by  which  they 
had  been  guided.  Now,  it  is  perfectly 
true  that  the  results  arrived  at  are 
very  largely  guided  by  the  specification 
and  by  the  circumstances  of  each  case, 
and  1  do  not  follow  my  hon.  friend 
when  he  says  that  there  is  very  mud 
room  for  error.  When  you  have  so  many 
persons  of  such  and  such  an  age,  receiving 
a  certain  Weekly  sum,  it  is  not  a  very 
difficult  calculation  to  make  when  yon 
have  the  facts  before  you,  and  theruore 
I  think  that  in  all  probability,  in  reflect 
to  what  my  hon.  friend  has  said,  the  re- 
sults which  Mr.  Finlaison  has  from  time 
to  dme  laid  before  the  Fktriotac  Commis- 
aioners  ve  practical  results,  and  such  as 
should   guide  them.     For   myself  I 
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think  tliat  all  thecie  fuiid»  ou^ht  to 
be  adminiBtered  on  the  same  pnnciple. 
I  do  not  think  that  the  eorpm  of  one  fund 
ought  to  he  kept — ^imlras  there  is  an 
enactment  to  that  effect^and  the  cfrrpits. 
of  another  fund  distributed.  It  would  be 
a  good  thing,  in  my  opinion,  if  not  only 
the  funds  which  we  are  discussing,  but 
every  fund  which  is  now  being  distributed, 
could  be  administered  by  one  hand  and  on 
one  principle.  Great  waste  and  much 
overlapping  woulrt  be  avoided  if  some- 
thine  of  that  kind  could  be  brought  about, 
and!  think  it  would  be  a  very  patriotic 
and  beneficial  action  if  some  influential 
person  would  take  the  matter  in  hand 
and  get  a  body  of  persons  together  in 
whom  the  country  and  the  contributors 
to  the  funds  would  have  confidence. 
Administered  thus  on  one  principle  it 
might  operate  for  the  benefit  of  the  rela- 
tives of  all  soldiers  and  sailors  who  would 
ever  come  upon  their  country  for  support. 
In  regard  to  the  Soldiers*  Effects  Fund 
X  would  like  to  impress  upon  the 
House  what  my  hon.  mend  behind  me 
said — that  it  is  a  diminishing  and  a  dying 
fund.  It  is  largely  made  up  of  deferred 
pay,  which  is  practically  abolished,  and 
therefore  it  would  not  be  a  matter  for 
astonishment  if,  in  the  course  of  a  very 
few  years,  it  were  to  cease  to  exist 
altogether.  But  in  regard  to  this  fund 
we  are  tied  down  by  the  terms  of  the 
Act  of  Parliament.  The  Royal  warrant 
provides  only  for  the  distribution  of  the 
interest  and  not  the  rorpm  of  the  fund. 

*Mb.  lough  (Islington,  W.):  Does 
that  apply  to  all  the  funds  administered 
by  the  Patriotic  Commissioners  1 

*Mb.  J.  POAVELL-WILLIAMS :  No, 
only  to  the  Soldiers'  Effects  Fund. 
My  hou.  friend  made  some  observations 
as  to  the  course  taken  in  regard  to  that 
fund.  He  expressed  his  opinion  as  to 
the  taking  over  of  the  fund  by  the 
Patriotic  Commissioners.  It  was  found 
that  there  had  been  overlapping  in  the 
relief  of  some  individuals.  It  was  also 
found  that  in  all  probability  the  Patriotic 
Fund  Commissioners  had  means  of  infor- 
mation far  wider  and  far  more  accurate 
at  their  disposal  than  the  War  Office  pos- 
sessed ;  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  it 
was  thought  desirable  that  the  fund  should 
be  put  into  the  hands  that  now  admim'ster 
it.  Now,  in  regard  to  these  matters,  I 
would  like  to  remind  the  House  of  what 


the  position  is.  The  Patriotic  Fund  was 
originally  suljscribed,  as  the  House  is 
aware,  for  certain  Mridows  and  children  of 
soldiers  and  sailors.  There  was,  at  the 
time  of  tJie  new  Commission,  a  certain 
number  of  widows  and  children  upon  the 
fund,  and  the  actuarial  calculation  is  that 
when  the  claims  of  those  at  present  on 
the  fund  are  exhausted  the  fund  will 
have  left  in  it  only  about  £17,000.  That 
is  the  calculation  to<iay. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  :  Is  the  hon.  Member 
referring  to  what  is  now  called  the 
Crimean  Patriotic  Fund  1 

•Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Yes. 
In  respect  to  the  persons  for  whom  the 
fund  was  originally  subscrilxjd  the  surplus 
on  the  actuarial    calculation   is  only 
^ei  7,000  at  this  moment.   But  that  is  not 
an  excessive  sum  .to  have  to  provide  for 
contingencies.   The  actuarial  ^culations 
might  prove  inaccurate ;  the  claimants  on 
the  fund  might  live  longer  than  expected, 
and  it  is  desirable  that  there  should  he 
some   kind  of  surplus.      [An  Hon. 
Member  :   Is  that  the  iaxib  value  in 
December,  1895,  or  the  sellii^  value  of 
the  securities  in  18961]     I  take  the 
figures  which  the  hon.  Member  has  in  hia 
tuuid,  the  actuarial  valuation  of  the  securi- 
ties, not  their  face  value.  When  the  new 
Commission  was  issued,  under  which  not 
only  Mridowa  and    children,  but  other 
dependents  of   persons  for  whom  the 
fund  was   subscribed,   became  entitled 
to  relief — that   is,    not    merely  the 
widows    of    soldiers   who    lost  their 
lives,  but  who  only  served  in  the  Crimean 
War — it  provided  for  the  fund  to  be  dis- 
tributed, and  a  new  fund  was  set  up ;  and 
the  Commissioners  now  annually  transfer 
the  surplus  of  the  old  fund  to  the  new 
one.    My  hon.  friend  is  entitled  to  this 
explanation  that  the  new  fund  is  not 
administered  upon  the  principles  of  the 
old  one.  The  old  fund  is  being  exhausted 
not  only  in  regard  to  the  income,  but 
also  as  to  the  corpuSy  for  the  benefit  of  the 
persons  for  wlunn  it  was  subscribed. 
With  re^ird  to  the  new  fond,  it  is  the 
income  only  which  is  being  distributed. 
If  I  am  asked  to  exphiin  why,  I  do  not 
know  why  there  should  be  a  difference  of 
distribution  between  the  two.    I  do  not 
know  why  the  new  fund  should  be 
hoarded  and  the  old  one  distributed. 
That  is  a  point  for  the  Conunie^oners. 
When  all  the  claimants  who  are  on  the 
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old  fund  hare  passed  away  there  will  not, 
in  all  probability,  be  a  surplus  of  more 
than  ^10,000,  according  to  the  actuarial 
calculation. 

Mr.  KEABLET  said  there  was  a  very 
important  point  involved  in  this  "passing 
away,"  and  asked  for  some  information  as 
to  its  purport 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
passing  away  of  the  old  claimants  does 
not  really  matter.    The  answer  of  the 
Commissioners  in  regard  to  that  is  this  : 
We  have  taken  upon  the  new  fund  a  little 
over  500  widows  older  in  age,  refistrding 
them  as  the  more  deserving.    But  in 
addition  to  these  500  there  are,  we  are 
told,  800  more  widows  who,  under  the 
new  Commission,  are  entitled  to  the 
benefit   of  the   fund,    but  who  cfui- 
not  receive   it  because   the  Commis- 
sioners had  not  the  funds  to  give  them 
relief.     Now,   the   course    the  Com- 
missioners take,  therefore,  is  this :  they 
only  spend  the  income  of  the  fund  for 
the  time  being,  because  if  they  spent  the 
corpus,  the  total  of  the  new  fund  will  be 
distributed  over  only  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  recipients  entitled  to 
benefit.   Now,  I  can  promise  that  it 
is  our  intention,  on  behalf  of  tke  Govern- 
ment, to  urge  upon  the  Patriotic  Commis- 
sionero  not  only  that  they  should  get  a 
new  valuation  of  their  assets,  but  also  to 
go  seriously  into  the  whole  question. 
That  is  to  say,  that  Lord  Lansdowne  will 
make  a  communication  to  the  Patriotic 
Fund  Commissioners,   informing  them 
that  the  terms  on  which  their  calculation 
is  based  have  been  challenged  in  this 
House,  and  so  got  the  whole  thing  looked 
into  in  order  to  see  that  the  calculations 
they  make  are  based  upon  accurate 
figures.    I  think  I  may  say  on  behalf  of  \ 
my  noble  friend  Lord  Lansdowne  that  we  j 
are  prepared  to  go  into  the  question  with  ■ 
a  view  to  seeing  if  any  re-arrangement ' 
be  possible  of  the  methoda  governing  the  I 
distribution,  and  the  terms  of  the  trust 
upon  which  the  money  is  held.  Under 
these  circumstances  I  trust  my  hon.  friend 
will  not  press  his  motion  to  a  division,  but 
will  rest  satisfied  with  this  assurance  that 


any  considerable  length,  more  especially 
as  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Devon- 
port  has  dealt  so  exhaustively  with  this 
question.  I  am  sure  that  there  is  no  man 
who  wears  the  Queen's  uniform  who  will 
not  be  grateful  to  my  hon.  friend  the 
Member  for  Devonport  for  the  vast 
amount  of  time  and  attention  he  has  given 
to  this  question  for  many  years  past,  and 
it  is  almost  solely  due  to  his  exertions 
that  the  question  comes  before  the  House 
at  such  an  oj^rtune  moment.  Now,  the 
hon.  dentleman  the  Financial  Secretaiy 
to  the  War  Office  has  made,  in  my  opinion, 
buta  very  faltering  defence  of  the  Patriotic 
Commissioners.  If  we  look  into  the  past, 
how  do  we  find  that  this  body  has  done  its 
duty  1  'We  find  that  they  controlled  a 
sum  of  one  and  a  half  millions,  and  they 
proceeded  to  deal  with  that  sum  by  mis- 
directing the  use  of  the  money  committed 
to  their  charge.  They  erected,  amongst 
other  things,  a  school  without  properly 
endowing  it ;  they  got  into  grave  finuicial 
difficulties,  and  their  conduct  was 
inquired  into  by  the  Government.  They 
endeavoured  to  minimise  the  surplus  of 
the  various  funds,  and  after  having  taken 
into  consideration  every  contingency 
they  actually  instructed  .Mr.  Finlaison, 
their  auditor,  to  arrange  a  sum  of  no  less 
than  £6,000  in  addition  to  that.  And  I 
ask  the  House,  therefore,  in  face  of  these 
facts,  whether  or  not  they  have  followed 
out  the  intentions  of  Parliament  in  regsnl 
to  this  matter — that  is  to  say,  to  ensure 
the  full  distribution  of  the  fund  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  Acts.  I  say  they  have 
failed  in  their  duty  to  the  widow  and 
orphan.  My  other  point  against  them  is 
this  :  that  they  seem  to  have  been  influ- 
enced by  narrow  sectarian  motives.  For 
instance,  there  were  lar^e  numbers  of 
men  who  were  Catholics  in  the  Crimean 
War.  \^^en  they  erected  these  schools 
(it  was  true  they  permitted  Roman 
Catholic  children  to  enter  these  schools) 
they  were  not  availed  of  by  the  Roman 
Catholics  as  they  might  have  been,  for 
everybody  knows  that  adherents  to  the 
Roman  Catholic  faith  will  go  to 
great  lengths  to  have  their  children 
educated  in  a  Roman  Catholic  institution. 


the  Government  fully  realise  the  impor-  ^^^S^  numbers  of  these  children  were 
tance  of  this  question  and  quite  see  the  I  *^®P'  waiting  for  entrance  into  the  various 

Roman  Catholic  schools,  and  when  there 


(^mte 
which  he 


has 


force  of  the  onticdsms 
addressed  to  oa  in  his  able  speech. 

♦Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  do  not  propose  to  detain  the  Ho.ise  at 

Mr.  J,  P&well-U'illiaim 


was  an  outcry  about  the  mstt«r  there 
was  allocated  a  very  small  aum,  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  number  of  children 
who  were  waiting  for  their  support  I 
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now  come  to  the  question  of  the  increase 
of    the    assets.     The  Commissioners 
acknowledge  that  for  fifteen  years  these 
assets  were  constantly  increasing,  and  it 
was  only  when  they  had  accumulated  to 
such  an  extent  the  Commissioners  were 
shamed  into  doing  it,  that  they  consented 
to  replace  the  re-married  widows  upon  the 
establishment.    Until  1895  they  refused 
a{^catioD8  over  and  over  again,  and 
dealt  with  these  poor  widows  in  a  narrow 
and  highly  regrettable  spirit.   As  regards 
the  Zulu  War  Fund,  the  corpiut  of  which 
was  something  like  £35,000,  handed  over 
to  the  Commissioners  in  1679,  that  fund 
after  a  period  of  sixteen  years  stood  at 
almost  the  same  figure,  and  yet  these 
Commissioners  never  increased  the  paltry 
■nun  of  Ss.  6d.  per  week  which  was 
allowed  to  the  people  who  were  entitled 
to  eveiy   penny  of  the  fund.  The 
Soldiers  Effects  Fund  has  been  dealt 
with,  bnt  I  would  point  out  that  between 
1885  and  1893,  the  surplus  of  that  fund 
grew  from  £21,000  to  £106,000.  I 
know  it  was  receiving  constant  support 
from  the  War  Office,  that  constant  accre- 
tions came  in  from  the  effects  of  soldiers 
dying  intestate  in  the  field,  but  what 
is  the  excuse  of    the  Commissioners 
for  not  dealing  with  this  fund  1  They 
had  power  under  the  Act  to  deal  with 
applicants  under  three  different  headings. 
They  dealt  with  them  under  heading  (a), 
but  they  objected  to  deid  with  those 
imder  headings  (6)  and  (c) ;  because,  for- 
sooth, they  were  unable  to  relieve  all  the 
applicants  they  decided  to  relieve  none. 
I  think  that  fully  justifies  the  mover  of 
this  Amendment  in  saying  that  they  fol- 
lowed a  policy  oi  hoarding  up.  Then 
there  is  the  Rodriguez  Fund,  which  had 
an  income  of  £508,  and  yet  the  demands 
never  exceeded  £104  per  annum.    As  to  I 
the  Victoria  Fund,  the  Commissioners  j 
themselves  were  obliged  to  acknowledge  | 
that  they  had  pursued  a  tardy  and  par- 
simonious policy.    The  way  in  which 
that  fund  was  administered  gave  nae  to  a  ( 
discussion  in  the  public  press  and  in  this  j 
House,  and  Had  the  pensions  Iwen  con- 
tinued oil  the  original  scale  we  have  the  j 
actuary's  statement  that  little  more  than 
lls.*6d.  out  of  every  £  would  have  been  [ 
expended.    In  fact,  the  Commissioners  i 
never  attempted  to  administer  the  funds  ' 
in  the  spint  in  which  the  donors  gave ! 
them  until  public  opinion  brought  pres- 
sure tobew  upon  them.   Their  excuses 
w '  regards  this  particular  fund  were  these : 


that  they  had  knowledge  that  local  relief 
was  going  on ;  that  the  Admiralty  were 
acting  on  the  one  hand ;  that  the  inade- 
quacy of  the  pensions  given  to  the  different 
applicants  was  only  a  temporary  measure  ; 
and  that  Miss  Weston  was  at  work  locally 
giving  relief  to  those  who  were  in  need 
of  it.    That  is  to  say,  they  were  in 
constant  fear  of   overlapping.  Could 
we    have   a   stronmr   case    for  the 
whole  of  these  funds  neing  liberated,  due 
provision  being  made  for  the  present 
beneficiaries,  than  out  of  the  mouths  of 
the  Commissioners  themselves,  when  they 
acknowledge  that  they  did  not  act  up  to 
their  duty  for  fear  of  overlapping  ?  In 
fact,  because  of  the  unfortunate  jealousy 
which  exists  amongst  those  who  ad- 
minister these  various  charitable  ftmds, 
as  they  are  called.    As  re^rds  the  Royal 
Naval  Relief  Fund,  it  was  established  by 
Royal  Commission  in  June,  1875,  but  no 
effort  was  made  on  the  part  of  the  Bo^ 
Commission  to  attract  public  attention 
towards  it.    There  have  oeen  many  cases 
where  the  widows  of  men  who  lost  their 
lives  while  on  duty  or  in  the  Naval 
Service  might  have  been  relieved  by  this 
fimd,  but  they  never  came  on  to  the  fund 
because  they  had  no  knowledge  of  its 
existence.    As  a  consequence,  when  the 
Royal  Naval  Exhibition  had  a  large  fund 
at  their  disposal  they  objected  to  hand  it 
over  to  the  Royal  Commissioners,  deciding 
to  administer  it  themselves.   They  have 
administered  it  mth  very  good  effect  and 
in  the  most  satisfactory  manner.  In 
other  words,  the  contention  of  the  mover 
of  the  Amendment  that  the  Commissioners 
have  lost  the  confidence  of  the  public  has, 
in  my  opinion,  been  proved  up  to  the 
hilt.    There  are  two  further  important 
funds,  as  well  as  a  number  of  funds  out- 
side the  control  of  the  Royal  Commission, 
which  we  would  like  to  see  dealt  with, 
inasmuch  as  the  corpus  of  these  funds 
amounts  to  £370,000.    Our  contention 
is  that  an  enlargement '  of  powers  is 
wanted.     But  if   an  .  enlargement  of 
powers    is    alwut    to         given,  is 
It     right    and     proper    that  those 
enlarged  powers  should  be  given  to  a 
body  whicn  has  manifestly  failed  to  do  its 
duty  ?   I  do  not  desire  to  make  a  vin- 
dictive attack  upon  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioners as  a  whole.   On  the  contrary,  I 
consider,  with  the  one  exception  that  they 
have  not  managed  the  funds  in  the  way 
intended  by  the  donors,  that  they  have 
acted  up  to  the  letter  instead  of  the  spirit 
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of  the  law  ,  their  affairs  have  been  ex- 
tremely well  managed.    They  possess  as 
secretary  one  of  the  most  able  and 
capable  men  for  the  purpose  that  oeuld 
be  found  in  the  kingdom.   Their  position 
is  that  they  have  lost  the  support  of  the 
public  at  large,  that  they  are  damaging 
the  interests  and  the  welfare  of  the 
widows  and  children  of  our  soldiers  who 
may  be  killed  in  the  present  war,  because 
large  numbers  of  people  who  would  give 
vimn^ly  to  a  fund  for  the  purpose  of 
assiating  those  people  fail  to  give  now  in 
consequence  of  not  being  certain  that  the 
money  will  be  managed  as  they  would 
like.   The  policy  of  the  Commissioners 
has  been,  as  I  aay,  if  they  cannot  relieve 
all  of  a  chiss  to  relieve  none  at  all.  What 
do  we  who  take  an  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject recommend  t    We  recommend  that 
those  Commissioners,  if  they  are  not 
abolished  and  reconstituted,  if  a  com- 
pletely new  body  is  not  constituted, 
shonld  ho  brought  into  harmony  with 
public  opinion  ;  that  the  new  body  should 
not  be  drawn  from  one  particular  class, 
but  that  in  it  there  should  be  a  sprinkling 
of  the  different  classes  who  take* a  deep 
interest  in  the  Army  and  Navy,  that  it 
should  contain  a  certain  proportion  of 
distinguished   non-commissioned  ofHcers 
and  a  certain  proportion  of  distinguished 
business  men,  who  will  see  that  the  matter 
is  run  on  business  principles.    We  would 
like  to  see  the  co-operation  with  this  body 
iA  the  naval  and  military  authorities,  and, 
above  all,  the  co-operation  with  thatlwdy 
of  the  staffs  of  various  other  associations 
throughout  the  country.     It  is  well 
known  that  throu^  the  want  of  publicity 
many  women  entitled  to  come  on  these 
various  funds  have  not  done  so,  simply 
l>ec«u9e  they  were  ignorant  of  their  right. 
There  shouM  l>o  local  committees  at  local 
centres,  and  above  all  we  contend  that 
there  should  be  a  "token"  vote  in  Parlia- 
ment to  enable  the  country  at  large  to 
exercise  some  control  over  th6  vast  funds 
which  their  fellow-countrymen  have  sub- 
scribed in  the  interests  of  the  widows 
and  children  of  soldiers  who  have  given 
their  lives  for  the  country.   This  is  a 
national  duty.   It  is  a  duty  which  should 
not  be  left  haphazard  to  a  large  number 
of  societicR  here  and  there  throughout  the 
kingdom.    Quite  recently  the  country  has 
sutwcribed  to  the  Mansion  House  fund 
some  X640,OO0,  and  to  the  fund  of  a 
London  daily  newspaper  something  like 
£115,000,  while  if  you  include  all  the 
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other  agencies  which  have  collected  money 
for  the  sufferers  by  this  present  war,  you 
eet  a  total  of  something  like  £1,500,000. 
If  that  £1,600,000  be  added  to  the 
£1,000,000  already   possessed  by  the 
Royal    Commusioners,  you    have  the 
magnificent  sum  of  £2,500,000  available 
for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  soldiers 
who  may  be  killed  in  the  war.    The  hoo. 
Member    for    South-west  Manchester 
pointed  out  quite  recently  that  the  Arch- 
bishops of  Canterbuiy  and  York  objected 
to  hand  over  to  these  Royal  Commissioners 
the  money  they  had  succeeded  in  obtun- 
ing — partly,  perhaps,  bewise  of  the  danger 
of  overlapping.   I  was  glad  to  hear  from 
the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office 
that  ho  hoped  there  would  be  no  differ- 
ence made  between  the  widows  of  men 
on    the    strength    of    the  regiment 
and    those   off   the    strength    of  th-.- 
regiment.     I  hope  there  will  be  as 
little    difference    as    possible  made, 
although,  in  the  first  instance,  no  doubt 
there  must  be  some.    After  all,  whether 
a  man  is  married  with  or  without  leave, 
his  wife  and  children  are  andoubtedly 
just  as  dear  to  him,  and  the  least  we  can 
do  for  our  gallant  soldiers  who  to^y  are 
fighting  in  the  front  is  to  give  them  thecon- 
solation  that  if  they  die  in  their  country  s  , 
cause  those  whom  they  hold  near  and  ' 
dear  will  not  be  neglected.  Unfortu- 
nately we  have  on  record  a  very  black 
page  in  the  history  of  this  country. 
There  is  no  man  who  has  read  the  life  oi 
Nelson  but  has  blushed  with  shame  to 
think  that  EngUnd's  greatest  naval  hero 
had  hia  dying  request  neglect^  by  the  \ 
nation,  and  that  the  woman  he  loved 
died  in  actual  want  and  penuiy  in  a  \ 
foreign  land.    I  hope  that  no  such  cant 
will  enter  into  any  arrangements  that  arc 
made  for  the  soldiers  at  the  front.  If 
there  ever  was  a  moment  when  such  an 
appeal  should  go  to  the  hearts  of  Mem- 
bers of  this  House  this  is  the  moment 
There  are  few  Members  who  have  not 
some  relative  or  friend  engaged  in  this 
conflict,  in  connection  with  which  we  are 
led  to  believe  there  ib  fighting  now  going 
on  in  almost  every  area  of  the  thea^  of 
war.    It  would  be  the  greatest  conaola- 
tion  to  every  man  engaged  in  .that 
struggle  if  he  could  feef  confident  and 
certain,   not   that    money    would  be 
showered  into  these  funds,  but  that  the 
funds  would  be  publicly  administered  by 
a  body  appointed  by  Parliament,  that  the 
funds  would  be  controlled  by  Parliament^ 
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and  that  those  near  and  dear  to  him 
would  not  suffer  peciuiiarily  by  his  death. 

CoBiUAMDES  BETHELL  (Yorkshire, 
E.R.,  HoldemeBB) :  There  is  a  funda- 
mental difference  of  opinion  which,  I 
believe,  lies  at  the  bottom  of  all  our 
troubles,  and  I  am  sure  it  is  reflected  in 
the  minds  of  the  House,  and  especially 
in  the  mind  of  my  hon,  friend  who  moved 
the  Amendment.  The  point  is  this :  The 
minority  of  the  Committee  thought  that 
fund  for  a  special  cause  ought  to  be 
exhausted  in  the  assistance  of  beneficiaries 
under  that  special  cause.  That  is  the 
view  of  the  mmority.  The  majority  take 
the  view  tiiat  it  wotdd  not  be  ri^ht,  when 
large  sums  of  money  were  contnbuted,  to 
exhaust  them  in  favour  of  the  benefid- 
ariea.  It  was  felt  that  perhaps  it  woidd 
not  be  fair  to  others  to  put  widows  in  a 
much  better  position  in  life  than  they 
would  have  been  had  they  not,  unfor- 
umately,  lost  their  supporters.  That  has 
been  the  difficulty  with  which  the  Com- 
missioners have  had  to  deal  in  giving 
relief.  The  public  have  ^t  hdd  of  the 
idea  that  die  funds  which  have  been  sup- 
plied for  the  sake  of  spedal  purposes, 
instead  of  being  given  to  beneficiaries, 
have  been  hoarded.  That  is  the  funda- 
mental question  which  the  House  of 
Commons  ou^ht  to  decide,  and  to  instruct 
the  Commissioners  upon :  whether,  when  a 
sum  larger  than  is  required  for  a  specific 
purpose  is  contributed,  it  is  to  be  ex- 
pended in  favour  of  thoae  beneficiaries, 
or  whether  it  is  proper  and  legal  that  it 
should  be  hoarded  up^  put  aside,  and 
afterwards  applied  to  some  oUier  q>edal 
purpose.  I  expect  the  House  of  Com- 
mons will  agree  that  it  is  better 
that  the  whole  of  the  money  should 
not  necessarily  be  applied  in  favour  of 
the  persons  for  whom  it  was  given,  but 
that  if  there  is  too  much  money  it  should 
be  put  on  one  side  and  afterwards  used 
for  the  benefit  of  others  who  may  be  more 
Of  less  suffering  imder  certain  circum- 
stances.  The  Committee  recommended 
that  the  surplus  funds  should  be  lumped 
together  in  two  classes,  one  for  the  Army 
and  one  for  the  Navy.  In  fact,  if  their 
recommendation  had  been  carried  out,  I 
rather  think  that  all  that  my  hon.  friend 
now  wants  would  substantially  have  been 
obtained  At  any  rate,  whatever  the  "War 
OflSce  do,  they  ought  to  try  to  grapple 
with  that  admitted  fundamental  question 
wMch  I  hare  submitted  to  Uie  House,  and 


to  guide  the  Commissioners  aa.  that 
point. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoue,  Manchester, 
E.) :  May  I  venture  to  make  an  appe^  to 
the  House  on  the  subject  of  this  Amend- 
ment.   I  am  perfecuy  aware,  of  course, 
that  this  is  a  (Question  which  has  always 
excited  some  interest — a  good  deal  of 
interest  in  the  minds  of  those  concerned 
with  this  and  analogous  matters — but" 
that  interest  sinks  into  insignificance 
compared  with  the  public  attention  now 
devoted  to  this  subject  in  consequence  of 
the  war,  and  the  whole  subject  of  the 
provision  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
thoae  who  are  killed  is  naturally,  and  in 
my  opinion  quite  properly,  deeply  engag- 
ing the  public  mind  and  conscience.    I  do 
not  feel  that  I  have  enough  detailed  know- 
ledge of  the  management  of  the  Patriotic 
Fund,  or  of  the  controversy  which  ha.s 
centred  round  that  management  for  some 
years  past,  to  be  able  usefully  to  give  to 
the  House  any  persoiul  opinion.  Butlu-ill 
undertake  that  some  consideration  shall 
be  given  to  tiiis  matter,  and  not  to  this 
fund  alone,  but  to  the  whole  question 
raised  by  these  great  funds,  to  see 
whether  by  better  organisation  they  may 
be  80  directed  as  to  benefit  those  for 
whom  they  were  intended  in  the  manner 
which  will  produce  the  maximum  of  good. 
The  public,  both  at  the  time  of  the 
Crimean  War  and  on  the  occasion  of  the 
present    war,   have    shown  themselves 
jenerous  beyond  hope  and  expectation ; 
and  I  verily  think  the  Government  and  the 
House  ov^t  to  give  the  public  every 
assistance  m  their  power  for  the  purposo 
of  securing  that  that  generosity  shall, 
not  be  wasted,  and  that  their  efforts, 
shall  not  be  permitted  to  be  fruitless.  If' 
that  promise  on  my  part  at  all  contente 
the  hon.  Gentleman  who  has  raised  this 
question,  I  should  certainly  feel  grateful 
in  the  interests  of  the  business  of  the 
House  that  we  should  conclude  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  particuhtr  subject  as  soon 
as  possible.    There  are  nuuiy  important 
and  interesting  matters  on  the  Paper  on 
which  a  certfun  number  of  Members 
desire  to  speak,  and  I  think,  {lerhaps,  it 
might  be  considered  that  this  subject 
has  been  sufficiently  debated. 

*Mr.  lough  :  Would  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  say  more  definitely  what  is 
the  promise  he  makes,  because  I  would  be 
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f lad  as  far  as  I  am  concerned  to  assist  in 
ringing  the  debate  to  an  end  if  the 
promise  is  definite  and  satisfactory. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUE :  The  promise  I 
make  is  that  the  Gh)vemment,  or  those 
who  represent  us,  will  do  their  best  to 
consider  with  those  who  are  responsible 
for  the  new  funds  and  the  old  funds  some 
method  of  general  organisation  by  which 
those  funds  may  be  turned  to  the  best 
advantage. 

MrKEAIILEY:  Will  the  Government 
give  those  who  have  some  knowl^ge  of 
these  funds  an  opportunity  of  expressing 
their  views  1  Vou  would  receive  a 
plausible  answer  from  the  Patoiotic  Com- 
missioners, I  have  no  doubt,  but  I  am 
afraid  no  ultimate  good  would  ensue. 

Mb.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  I  shall  en- 
deavour, of  course,  to  see  that  those  who 
have  knowledge  of,  and  have  taken 
interest  in,  this  question  shall  have  an 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  views. 

Mb.  ALLAN  (Gateshead) :  I  wiU  not 
occupy  the  time  of  the  House  for  more 
than  a  few  moment^  but  I  desire  to 
impress  upon  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  that  this  is  a  matter  he  ought 
to  take  up.  The  real  fact  of  the  matter 
is  that  the  Patriotic  Commissioners  are 
antiquated  and  altogether  out  of  touch 
with  the  real  and  ostensible  object  of  the 
provision  of  the  money.  There  is  no 
mistake  about  that  when  one  remembers 
that  this  war  has  really  been  paid  for  by 
the  wives  and  children  of  our  soldiers. 
Men  who  were  earning  25&  a  wei^  have 
gone  to  the  fronts  and  their  wives  are  only 
getting  now  lOs.,  so  that  they  are  practi- 
cally wring  for  the  war.  The  First  Lord 
of  tne  Treasury  ought  to  take  the  matter 
in  hand  in  a  strong  and  forcible  manner, 
and  clear  out  the  whole  of  the  Commis- 
sioners. They  are  absolutely  granting 
pensions  to  the  relatives  of  their  own 
secretaries,  and  the  Secretary  of  the 
job  is  now  in  South  Africa  receiving  his 
paA',  and  at  the  same  time  drawing  his 
salary  from  the  Patriotic  Commission. 
Hhat  is  not  right,  and  I  hope  the  First  Lord 
will  deal  with  the  matter  in  a  business- 
like manner  as  a  Scotsman  would  do,  and 
settle  the  job  properly. 

*Mr.  LOUGH  :  I  will  not  detain  the 
House,  but  I  wont  to  address  one  more 
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question  to  the  First  Lord,  and  if  he 
makes  a  satis&ctory  reply  I  shall  be  glad 
if  my  hon.  friend  will  withdraw  the 
Amendment.  This  debate  has  been 
much  too  technical  The  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  has,  if  I  may  say  so  without 
presumption,  anticipated  a  gnat  deal  oS 
what  I  was  going  to  say.  I  will  not  go 
into  the  whole  subject ;  I  will  only  refer 
to  the  widows  and  orphans  who  wul  arise 
from  the  present  unfortunate  military 
proceedings.  That  is  really  the  substance 
of  the  Amendment.  We  did  not  have  a 
very  satisfactory  reply  from  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  repUed  in  the  first 
instance,  but  if  I  understand  the  First 
Lend  earrecUy,  I  think  he  has  met  my 
hon.  friend  nearly  as  far  as  could  be 
expected.  But  there  was  one  point  in 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman's  statement  to 
which  I  must  refer.  He  stated  that  tJie 
Grovemment  would  take  this  matter  in 
hand,  and  consider  what  provision  it  was 
proper  to  make  for  the  widows  and 
orphans;  and  then  he  added  that  they 
would  ducuss  the  matter  in  conjunction 
with  specialists,  or  words  to  that  effect. 
We  fear  that  that  means  the  Patriotic  Ctnn 
missioners.  We  have  £aith  in  the  Govern- 
ment in  the  matter,  but  we  have  no- 
faith  in  the  Patriotic  Commissioners. 
Perhaps  I  am  not  judging  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  fairly.  If  ne  would  go  to  the 
length  of  saying  that  the  Government 
would  consider  the  lai^o  and  grave  ques- 
tion to  which  he  has  rightly  attached 
importance — that  is,  the  grave  question 
of  the  widows  and  orpluuas  created  by 
this  war — and  that  when  they  have  con- 
sidered it  they  will  make  some  statement, 
which  I  feel  sura  would  be  satisfactory  to 
the  Hoiue  and  to  the  country,  I  think  the 
Amendment  might  be  withtuawn. 

Mr.  YOXALL  (Nottingham,  W.); 
May  I  ask  whether  the  reference  to 
this  Departmental  Committee,  or  to  what- 
ever authority  the  matter  is  referred,  will 
consist  merely  or  mainly  of  the  provision 
for  widows  and  oi-phans  by  private  bene- 
volence, or  whether  the  right  hon.  Grentle- 
man  will  undertake  also,  that  the  ques- 
tion of  making  provision  for  the 
widows  aad  oi^ans  of  soldiers  and 
sailors  out  of  8tate  funds  shall  be  fully 
considered.  We  ought  not  to  depend 
upon  eleemosynary  efiorta  for  the  per- 
formance of  this  public  duty,  and  I  hope 
the  right  hon.  (Xsutleman  will  add  that 
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subject  to  the  reference  to  the  proposed 
Committee. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUK :  The  motion  on 
the  Paper  relates  simply  to  the  Patriotic 
Fund,  and  I  have  already  gone  beyond 
that.  The  hon.  Gentleman  wants  to 
press  me  still  further,  but  the  matter  to 
which  he  refers  is  really  not  relevant  to 
this  motion.  Any  inquiry  we  may  make 
will  be  on  the  responsibility  of  the 
Government,  and  we  shall  get  every 
assistance  we  can,  not  merely  from  the 
present  trustees  of  the  Patriotic  Fund, 
out  also  from  those  who  by  their  connec- 
tion with  the  newer  fund  may  be  said  to 
be  thoroughly  in  touch  with  the  country 
on  the  subject. 

Mr.   KEAKLEY  :    After    the  very 

fenerous  promise  of  the  First  Lord  of  the 
'reasury  I  would  desire  to  withdraw  this 
Amendment.  What  I  understand  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  to  undertake  to  do 
is  this— that  the  Government  will  take 
immediate  action  to  ensure  that  the  accu- 
mulations of  the  various  funds  in  the 
hands  of  the  Patriotic  Commissioners 
shall  be  applied  to  the  benefit  of  widows 
and  orphans  

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  the 
hon.  Gentleman  must  not  press  me 
further. 

Mk.  KKAKLEY:  I  think  I  must  ac- 
cept the  promise  as  made,  and,  with  the 
permission  of  the  House,  withdraw  the 
Amendment. 

Amendment,  by  leat-e,  withdra\ni. 

HIGHLAND  CROFTING  COUNTIES. 

*Mr.  weir  (Rosa  and  Cromarty),  in 
moving  the  Amendment  he  bad  placed  on 
the  paper,  said  that,  in  spite  of  tne  strong 
expression  of  opinion  in  the  Report  of 
the  Napier  Cfommission  against  the 
diminution  for  the  purpose  of  afforest- 
ment  of  arable  or  pasture  area,  according 
to  two  Partiamentary  Returns — one  in 
1891  and  the  other  in  1898— fourteen 
new  deer  forasts  had  been  ei^eated  Ije- 
tween  1883  and  1891,  while  between 
1891  and  1898  the  number  had  been  in- 
creased by  tweiity-ono,  giving  a  total 
oiiice  1883  of  thirty-five  new  forests. 
While  net  desiring .  to  interfere  with 
pleasure  or  sport,  he  contended  it  was 


more  important  that  the  glens  in  the 
Highlands  which  were  suitable  should  be 
used  for  supporting  human  beings  than 
for  herding  deer.    Instead  of  thousands 
of  meu  being  easily  procured  in  a  time  of 
conflict  such  as  the  present,  the  ^lens 
were  desolated  and  clear  of  human  bemgs. 
From  1851  to  1891  the  population  of 
ArCTllshire  had  decreased  by  20,879, 
while  the  decrease  in  Invemess-shire 
during  the  same  period  was  10,055.  The 
poor  rate  instead  of  going  down  had  gone 
up.  In  1852  it  was  X46,565,  but  in  forty 
years  it  had  more  than  doubled,  the 
fibres  for  1892  being  £94,697.    It  was 
highly  imi>ortant  that  this  state  of  things 
slwuld  be  investigated.   A  great  deal  was 
heard  about  going  to  other  lands  to  re- 
dress grievances  of  so-called  Uitlanders, 
but  why  were  not  the  grievances  of  the 
people  at  home  regarded  instead  oif  being 
Ignored,  especially  in  the  face  of  the 
reports  of  Commissioners  appointed  to 
inquire  into  these  very  matters  1  Two 
Royal    Commissions   had  stated  that 
these  lands  in  the  Highlands  were  suit- 
able for  cultivation  and  occupation  by 
the  people.     Instead  they  were  used 
'  simply  for  deer.    This  extension  of  deer 
I  forests  should  be  arrested.    The  Crofters 
Act  did  arrest  it  to  a  certain  extent  by 
j  giving  tenants  at  will  fixity  of  tenure,  rents 
,  fixed  by  a  commission  or  land  court,  and 
I  compensation   for  improvements.  The 
I  number  of  applications  for  fair  rents 
I  up  to   1898  was  19,756 ;  renU  had 
I  been  reduced  from  £80,373  to  £58,910, 
while  arrears  of  rent  to  the  extent  of 
'  £123,630  had  been  cancelled  out  of  a 
I  total  of  £183,776.   These  figures  show 
I  to  what  a  vast  extent  robbe^''  had  been 
I  going  on  under  the  pernicious  system 
'  which  prevailed  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
I  Crofters  Act.  Leaseholders  have,  however, 
\  remained  in  the  same  position  as  before 
the  passing  of  the  Crofters  Act.    He  had 
'  appealed  to  the  Grovemment  time  after 
time  to  look  into  this  question  and  ^ve 
these  leaseholders  some  consideration. 
The  leases  of  these  people  were  entered  into 
I  when  the  prices  of  agricultural  produce 
>  were  high,  with  the  result  that  the  tenants 
were  now  unable  to  pay  their  rents, 
and  were  turned  out  of  their  hcnnefl.  It 
was  very  hard  that  a  person  living  on^one 
side  of  the  road  should  have  the  benefits 
of  the  Act,  while  another  person  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  road,  simply  because 
he  had  entered  into  a  lease,  shoiUd  be 
debarred  from  those  benefits.  JVloreover, 
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was  It  fair  titat  soldiers  who  went  to  the 
fronts  at  a  time  of  crisis  such  as  the  presrat, 
should  on  their  return  find  that  their 
families  had  been  turned  out  of  their 

homes?  He  sincerely  hoped  the  Lord  Advo- 
cate would  give  an  assurance  that  at  least 
the  cruestion  as  re^rds  the  leaseholders 
would  be  dealt  with.  The  second  part 
of  the  Amendment  referred  to  the  Deer 
Forest  report  of  1895,  which  scheduled 
1,782,785  acres  suitable  for  cultivation  and 
occupation,  but  now  used  as  deer  forests. 
In  1898,  the  deer  forest  area  had  risen  to 
2,287,297  acres  since  1883,  and  this  in 
face  of  the  Report  of  the  Napier  Commis- 
sion recommending  so  strongly  that  no 
extension  of  the  deer  forest  area  should 
take  place.  In  the  same  time  there  had 
been  an  increase  of  35  in  the  number  of 
deer  forests.  The  total  area  inithe  crofting 
counties  was  8,412,687  acres,  while  the 
deer  forest  area  was  2,287,297  acres,  or 
27  per  cent,  of  the  whole  acreage  of  the 
fi^'e  counties.  The  cultivated  land  in 
these  counties  amounts  only  to  481,736 
-acres,  whilst  there  are  1,782,785  acres  now 
under  deer  suitable  for  occupation  by  the 
people.  The  hon.  Member  proceeded  to 
compare  this  with  the  state  of  affairs  in 
Kiigland  before  the  Civil  Vt'&v.  At  that 
time  there  were  700  private  parks;  in 
England  they  had  now  been  reduced 
to  300.  In  England  these  lands  had 
been  used  for  the  purposes  of  the 
people ;  whilst  in  Scotland  the  people 
were  cleared  out  and  the  land  used  for  the 
purpose  of  creating  deer  forests.  In  1812 
there  were  only  6  deer  forests  in  the 
whole  of  Scotland ;  at  the  present  time 
there  were  136  in  the  five  crofting 
counties  alone.  When  Sir  George 
Trevelyan  brought  in  a  Bill  in  1896  to 
Hettle  the  people  on  some  half  million 
acres  of  the  land  scheduled  by  the  Deer 
Forest  Commissioners  the  present  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  then  in  Oppo- 
sition, said  it  was  not  a  generous  Bill,  and 
that  he  >vanted  to  do  a  great  deal  more  for 
the  crofters.  But  since  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  been  in  oflBce  notning  had 
been  done  to  give  effect  to  that  wish.  It 
was,  too,  a  great  injustice  that  the  land 
should  be  allowed  to  go  out  of  cultiva- 
tion. In  the  report  of  the  countv 
medical  officer  for  the  island  of  Lewis 
last  year  it  was  stated  that  sanitary 
progress  was  much  hindered  by  the  lack 
of  encouragement  given  to  fishermen 
who  wevG  able  and  willing  to  build  better 
houses  if  a  site  and  a  modicum  of  kuid 
Mr.  Weir, 


could  be  obtained ;  while  the  Deer  Forest 
CommisuonerB  of  1895  were  dearly  of 
opinion  much  might  be  done  to  effect 
an  improvement  in  the  existing  state  of 
matters  as  to  holding  for  fishermen. 
What  had  the  Government  done  for  the 
fishermen  ?  He  (the  hon.  Member)  was 
not  aware  of  a  single  house  having  been 
built  since  that  report  was  issued.  Whit 
had  been  done  for  the  crofters  by  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  7  £62,000  had 
been  unexpended  of  the  money  voted  by 
Parliament,  and  only  £1,451  had  been 
spent  in  migrating  the  crofters  and 
cottars,  although  lae  Act  was  mainly 
provided  for  the  purpose  of  migrat- 
ing people  from  congested  districts  to 
parts  less  occupied.  The  whole  thing 
was  a  farce  and  a  sham ;  it  was  simply 
trifling  with  the  question.  On  nation^ 
grounds  it  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
that  the  Highland  people  should  be  settled 
in  the  Highknd  glens.  In  a  ^reat  war  the 
effect  of  the  present  condition  of  things 
would  be  felt;  it  was  felt  now.  The 
Highland  regiments  must  be  filled  up^  but 
tliey  cannot  DC  with  Highlanders.  High- 
landers are  a  martial  people.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  refer  to  the  many  glorious 
victories  won  by  Highlanders.  Surely 
the  Highland  soldiers,  when  they  re- 
turned from  the  war  maimed  and  crippled 
for  life,  as  many  would  return  from  this 
South  African  War,  should  be  able  to 
settle  in  their  old  homes  for  the  rest  of 
their  days,  and  not  be  liable  to  be  turned 
out  by  some  grasping  landlord.  If  die 
Lord  Advocate  is  not  prepared  to  de^ 
with  the  whole  question,  surely  he  shoold 
have  no  difficulty  in  carrying  a  short  Bill 
to  give  small  crofter  tenants,  who  in 
1886  were  leaseholders,  the  benefits  erf  the 
Crofters  Act. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"At  the  end  of  the  QnentitHi,  to  add  the 
words,  'But  we  hambhr  represent  to  Year 
Majestv  that  in  view  of  the  oootinned  incxea-v 
in  the  aeer  forest  area  in  the  Highland  croft- 
ing counties,  it  is  desirable,  in  order  to  prevent 
a  Btill  further  depopulation  of  the  Hi^ilands, 
that  the  benefits  of  the  Crofters  Act.  18S6, 
should  be  extended  to  all  crofter  cenanta  hold- 
ing under  lease  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of 
the  Act :  and  we  rMpret  to  ohserve  utat  then 
is  no  inmeatiCT  in  Your  Majesty's  Speech 
airasffementa  will  be  made  for  the  settling  of 
Highland  crofters,  cottars,  and  fishermen  on 
some  portion  of  the  l,78S,785  acres  of  land 
which  in  March,  1895,  Your  Majesty's  Com- 
missioners sefaednled  aa  deer  forest^  groote 
moors,  rto.  ^  whioh  might  be  cultxvatad  to  profit, 
or  oUierwne  advantageously  occamed  by 
crttftWB  or  small  tenants.  "—(Jtfr.  W^.) 
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<^uestioii  proposed, That  those  words 
be  there  added. 

*Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
The  matter  introduced  by  my  hon.  friend 
is  in  my  cpinion  of  importance  not  only 
to  the  Highlands  but  to  the  State,  and 
that  is  my  reason  for  occupying  the  time 
of  die  House  in  seconding  the  Amend- 
ment. The  Crofters  Act  of  1886  con- 
ferred vei^  great  benefits  on  those  people 
in  the  Highlands  who  came  withm  the 
limits  of  its  operations.  I  have  often  in 
my  own  mind  contrasted  the  condition  of 
the  crofter  of  to-day  with  the  condition  of 
the  artisan  in  any  one  of  our  great  towns. 
Unlike  the  workman  in  the  town,  the 
crofter  breathes  tiie  fresh  air  of  heaven ;  he 
lives  in  a  better  moral  atmo^here ;  he  is 
surrounded  b^  the  sweet  influences  of 
nature;  he  is  not  summoned  to  a 
monotonous  labour  by  the  clang  of  the 
factory  bell.  He  is  master  of  his  own 
circumstances.  He  is  not  liaible  to  be 
dismissed  at  the  caprice  of  an  employer, 
or  in  consequence  of  fluctuation  of  trade. 
Secure  in  his  croft,  he  enjoys  the  fruits  of 
his  toil  without  fear  of  molestation. 
These  are  inestimable  blessings.  It  is 
not  surprising  therefore  that  those  of  us 
who  are  famuiar  with  the  improved  con- 
dition of  the  crofter  under  the  Act  should 
be  anxious  to  see  the  same  advantages 
extended  to  others  who  are  equally 
deserving,  but  as  yet  without  the  pale.  I 
confess  I  have  no  hope  of  obtaining  in  the 
present  session,  or  indeed  from  thisGovem- 
ment  at  all  such  an  extension  of  the  Act. 
To  eflfect  such  a  change  a  fresh  effort  of 
legislation  would  be  required,  and  it 
is  obvious  from  the  programme  which 
haa  been  laid  before  us  that  this 
is  not  to  1)e  expected.  Therefore  I 
r^ard  the  first  part  of  this  Amendment 
as  scarcely  practical.  At  the  same 
time  I  a^ee  with  my  hon.  friend  in  the 
advisability  of  the  extension.  The 
second  part  of  the  Amendment,  how- 
ever, is  really  and  entirely  practical, 
dealing  as  it  does  with  the  desirability 
of  doing  something  to  settle  the  ci'oftei's 
in  the  Highlands  upon  some  portion  of 
the  millions  of  acres  which  were  reported 
by  the  Commission  of  1895  to  be 
capable  of  cultivation  by  crofters.  In 
that  ccmnection  I  may  remind  the  Lord 
Advocate  that  the  Commission  which 
sat  under  Lord  Napier  in  1883 
^ve  expression  to  a  very  strong  opinion 
with  reference  to  the  deer  forests  then  in 


existence.  The  Commissioners  went  so  far 
as  to  declai'c  that  any  further  extension 
of  deer  forests  would  be  opposed  to 
sound  policy.  What  is  meant  by 
sound  policy  1  What  I  understand 
to  have  heen  running  in  the  minds 
of  the  Commissioners  was  that  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  for  Scot- 
land if  that  portion  of  the  land  then 
scheduled  as  deer  forests,  but  suitable  for 
cultivation  b^  crofters,  could  be  brought 
into  cultivation.  Such  a  course  would 
benefit  the  country  in  several  respects. 
In  the  first  place,  increased  cultivation  of 
the  land  must  necessarily  give  increased 
employment  to  many  people ;  and, 
in  the  second  place,  that  increased 
employment  must  of  necessity  do  some- 
thing to  arrest  the  depopulation  that  has 
been  going  on  for  generations  and  is  still 
taking  place  in  the  Highlands.  The  evi- 
dence of  those  most  fitted  to  judge  is  that 
the  young  men  who  are  leaving  the  coun- 
try are  of  the  best  class — that  is,  those  of 
most  spirit  and  enterprise.  Last  September, 
when  this  country  was  first  menaced  by 
the  shadow  of  war,  a  detachment  of  one 
of  the  Highland  regiments  marched  through 
pait  of  the  Highlands  to  beat  up  recruits. 
I  .encounterecT  the  detachment  towards 
the  end  of  its  march,  and,  on  making 
inquiries  as  to  its  success^  I  found  that 
they  had  been  able  to  enlist  only  one 
young  man,  the  parents  of  whom  the 
next  day  came  and  begged  him  off.  Tako 
another  illustration  (a  even  more  recent 
occurrence.  There  was  a  proposal  lately 
to  send  a  contingent  of  about  150  gillies 
to  South  Africa.  It  was  supposed  that  a 
corps  of  deerstalkers  might  render  valu- 
able assistance  to  our  troops. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  Was  that  Lord  Lovat's  scheme  ? 

*Mr.  HEDDER\^1CK  :  I  believe  it  \va«. 
Well,  Sir  A.  Orde,  who  was  interested  in 
the  movement,  went  to  Glasgow,  and  in  a 
speech  there  told  his  audience  that  after 
going  over  his  ow:n  extensive  estates  he 
could  find  only  some  six  or  seven  young 
men;  all  the  rest  of  the  males  on  his 
property  were  old  men  or  boys;  and  there- 
fore he  had  to  go  to  Glasgow  to  enlist  men 
for  this  so-calTed  Hi^Iand  contingent. 
This  is  a  lamentable  state  of  things.  Con- 
trast this  state  of  affairs  with  the  fact  that 
early  in  this  century,  when  we  were  At  war 
in  the  Peninsula,  the  island  of  Skye  alone 
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furnished  some  thousands  of  men  to  the 
British  Army.    Consider  for  one  moment 
how  invaluable  it  would  be  to  us  to-day  if 
instead  of  going  to  the  purlieus  of  our  great 
cities  to  find  a  few  remnants  of  the 
descendants  of  Highlanders,  we  could  fur- 
nish from  the  Highlands,  as  was  formerly 
the  case,  thousands  of  men  of  the  very 
finest  quality.    Surely  anything  which 
would  tend  to  revive  the  people  would  be 
a  signal  benefit  to  the  State.  But  in  spite  of 
the  warning  given  by  Lord  Napier's  Com- 
mission in  1883,  what  has  taken  place  1 
Have  any  of  the  deer  forests  been  re- 
deemed t     On  the  contrary,  afforesta- 
tion   has   gone  on    increasing.  This 
cannot  continue  for  ever  without  having 
a  very  disastrous  effect  upon  the  country. 
The  situation  is  serious.     I  do  not 
profess  to  be  at  all  fanatical  on  the 
subject;  I  am   perfectly   well  aware 
tliere  are  great  economic  laws  always 
in  operation.     There   ia    the  attrac- 
tion or  the  drag  of  the  great  towns. 
There  is  that  which  ia  common  to  all  youth 
everywhere — the    dream    which  paints 
the  fields  that  are  far  off  as  infinitely 
more  fertile  than  the  fields  nearer  home. 
These  things  one  grants ;   they  must 
operate  in  the  ordinary  course  of  human 
nature  everywhere.     But  beyond  and 
in  addition  to  all  these  things,  legis- 
lation and  administration  may  or  may  not 
be  contributing  causes  towards  the  de- 
population of  a  country  or  district.  What 
has  the  Legislature  done  1    It  has  to 
some  extent  realised  and  attempted  to 
meet  the  eWl  of  which  I  complain.  In 
1897,  under  pressure,  the  Government 
passed  the  Congested  Districts  Relief 
Act,  the  main  object  of  which  was  the 
purchase  of  land  and  the  extension  of 
existing  holdings.    It  was,  it  is  true,  an 
absunUy  inadequate   sum  which  the 
Government  granted,  but  small  as  it  was 
there  was  in  it  some  potentiality,  if 
behind  it  there  had  been  a  mind  willing  to 
effect  the  purpose  in  view.    But  what 
has  been  done  1     Has  the  Government 
done  anything  i    As  far  aa  I  can  gather 
there  has  not  been  one  penny  spent  on 
the  main  object  for  which  the  money  was 

S^nted.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
rd  Advocate  toKl  me  in  reply  to  a  ques- 
tion on  Monday  that  there  was  in  hand  a 
balance  of  some  £62,000,  and  that  £1,451 
had  been  expended  on  miration.  But 
migration  is  not  the  acquisition  of  land  or 
the  extension  of  holdings.  Therefore 
I   am  not  exaggerating  when  I  say 
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there  has  not  been  a    single  penny 
spent  on  the  main  object  of  the  Act. 
But  the  Lord  Advocate  told  me,  and  I 
thank  him  for  it,  a  good  deal  that  I  did 
not  ask  for.    He  informed  me  that  there 
were  promises  made  under  recommenda- 
tions of  certain  committees  with  regard  to 
agriculture  and  public  works  which  would 
or  might  involve  the  Board  in  an  e:q)endi- 
ture  of  something  like  £27,000 and  that 
negotiations  were  pending  for  the  pur- 
chase of  one  or  two  properties  which, 
if  concluded,  would  involve  a  further  ex- 
penditure of  about  £18,000.    Then,  no 
doubt  feeUng  that  after  all  it  was  a  very 
lame  account  which  the  Government  had 
to  give  with  regard  to  the  utiUsation 
of  the  fund,  the  Lord  Advocate  added  to 
his  reply  a  little  homily.  He  told  me  it  was 
much  better  to  proceed   with  caution 
rather    than    by    precipitate  action 
to  do  anything  which   might  operate 
against    economic    laws    and  thereby 
defeat  the  main  object   of    the  Act. 
That  Act  was  passed  in  1897 — nearly 
three  years  ago — and  yet  the  Lord  Advo- 
a\te  speaks  of  precipitate  action.  Nobody 
doubts  the  caution  of  the  Lord  Advocate, 
but  caution  may  become  a  mania.  If  in  three 
years  the  Board  have  not  had  sufficient 
time  in  which  to  discover  some  portion 
of  land — although   two   million  acres 
were  marked  out  in  1895 — on  which  to 
place  some  of  these  crofters  in  the  con- 
gested districts  without  disturbing  any 
of  these  great  economic  laws,  then  m  my 
opinion  caution  is  a  veil  for  another  and 
less  admirable  quality.    I  want  some  defi- 
nite assurance  from  the  Lord  Advocate  aa 
to  whether  the  negotiations  of  which  he 
speaks  are  at  all  mthin  reach  of  a  con- 
dusion,  and  whether  we  are  likely,  within 
the  ordinary  term  of  the  life  of  the 
Government,  to  see  anything  done.  I 
am  not  quite  sure  for  what  purpose  Uke 
money  is  being  heaped  up.    I  am  not 
quite  sure  that  some  purpose  not  within 
tne  limits  of  the  Congested  Dist  ricts  Act 
may  not  be  brooding  in  the  minds  of 
members  of  the  Board,  and  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  an  assurance  that  the  money, 
which  was  granted  for  the  specific  pur- 
pose of  relieving  the  cnrfter  ^pulaticHi 
'  of   the   north,  by  the  acqoisiticai  of 
I  land,  shall  be  devoted,  without  undue 
I  delay,  to  some  substantial  extent  at  any 
I  rate,  to  that  purpose. 

'  SIR  LEONARD  LYELL  (Orkney  and 
I  Shetland) :  I  desire  to  congratulate  my 
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hon.  Mend  the  hon.  Member  for  Ross  and 
Cromarty  for  taking  the  only  opportunity 
that  may  occur  during  this  session  of 
enforcing  the  bitter  complaint  of  the 
Highlands  at  the  neglect  they  have 
suffered  from  this  House  and  the  Gorem- 
ment  dnring  the  past  fourteen  years. 
PreviooB  to  1886  the  condition  of  the 
crofters  vu  a  good  deal  worse  than  at 
{ffesent.  Since  the  passing  of  the  Crofters 
Act  in  1886,  which  really  prevented  an 
agrarian  revolt  in  the  county,  there  has 
been  a  considerable  improvement  in 
affairs ;  but  that  Act  was  an  experimental 
Act,  and  innumerable  small  grievances, 
which  might  have  been  remedied,  were 

Csed  over.  If  these  grievances  had 
n  dealt  with  by  amending  Acts,  which 
had  been  proposed  by  the  Highland 
Members,  a  good  deal  of  harmony  and 
confidence  would  have  been  restored  to 
the  north.  I  refer  specially  to  the 
fpievance  that  the  leaseholders  were  not 
mcluded  in  the  benefits  of  the  principal 
Act.  Now,  these  leaseholders  are  men  of 
more  enterprise,  thrift,  and  foresight  than 
the  majority  of  their  neighbours.  In  fact, 
it  was  in  order  to  secure  some  return  for 
the  improvements  which  they  had  made  on 
their  crofts  that  they  entered  into  the  leases, 
by  which  they  lost  benefits  which  were 
conferred  on  the  crofters  who  held  their 
land  only  from  year  to  year.  I  think  it 
is  a  shame  that  the  best  men  in  the  H^h- 
lands  should  have  been  penalised  in  tliat 
way.  Their  case  has  been  brought  for- 
ward  in  this  House  again  and  agam,  and 
I  thinkit  is  desirable  that  the  Members  for 
the  crofterconstituencies  should  enter  their 
protest  at  the  unfeeling  disregard  of  their 
demands  by  the  Conservative  Grovern- 
ment.  Some  Amendments  to  the  Act  of 
18S6  have  been  passed,  and  the  relief  of 
the  leaseholders  mi^ht  have  been  in- 
cluded in  them,  but  it  was  refused.  I  do 
not  enter  into  the  question  of  the  deer 
forests,  because  in  the  county  I  happen  to 
represent  there  is  not  a  single  deer,  and  a 
very  small  amount  of  game.  But  there 
are  numbers  of  crofters  in  the  southern 
counties  who  desire  to  possess  land,  but 
cannot  get  it,  although  a  very  large 
amount  of  land  capable  of  being  di^-idra 
into  crofts  was  scheduled  in  the  Keport  of 
the  Deer  Forest  Commission  of  1892.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  Highland  griev- 
aneee  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  Congested 
Districts  Board ;  but  oiur  complaint  is  that 
that  Board  does  Uie  things  we  don't 
dwire,  and  refuses  to  do  the  things  we 


desire,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the 
hopes  raised  by  the  appointment  of  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  have  been 
falsified,  and  we  are  actually  in  a  worse 
condition  than  before  it  was  instituted. 
And  for  this  reason:  we  have  not  the 
same  facility  to  obtain  redress  of  our 
grievanoes.  Instead  of  appealing  to  the 
House,  wo  must  appeal  to  the  Board, 
which  may  be  partly  in  Dover  House  and 
partly  in  Edinburgh,  and  we  cannot  ferret 
the  members  out.  It  is  said  that  a  con- 
siderable sum  of  money  has  been  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Board ;  but,  the 
money  being  in  the  hands  of  the  Board, 
when  land  is  wanted  owners  immediately 
raise  the  price  of  land.  I  know  that 
negotiations  have  been  entered  into  with 
the  Board  to  obtun  possession  of  the  land, 
but  they  failed  on  that  account.  If  the 
money  had  been  placed  in  the  hands  of 
an  independent  man,  the  land  could 
hare  been  boiu;ht  for  a  reasonable  sum. 
I  shall  on  another  occasion  have  a  better 
opportunity  of  dealing  with  the  Congested 
Districts  Board;  but  in  regard  to  this 
particular  Amendment,  which  deals  with 
the  grievances  of  which  we  have  to  com- 
plain, we  want  to  have  some  responsible 
person  in  this  House  who  will  be  able  to 
deal  adequately  with  the  questions  which 
are  now  referred  to  the  Board,  so  that  we 
may  be  able  to  bring  him  to  book  when  a 
remedy  is  not  applied.  The  &ult  fA  the 
Board  is  that  the  members,  although  they 
are  adequately  paid,  have  no  particular 
business  to  do.  ITiere  is,  therefore  a 
divided  responsibility,  and  no  special 
obligation  to  do  the  work  welL 

*Mr.  GORDON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) :  I 
wish  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  question 
raised  by  previous  speakers,  but  I  do  not 

Eromise  to  vote  for  the  Amendment^  as  I 
ave  no  desire  to  turn  the  Government 
out  of  office.  I  know  of  no  Government 
which  has  done  more  iar  the  good  of  the 
Highlands  than  the  present  Gijvernment. 
Airi  ask  is  that  the  attitude  of  mv  right 
hon.  friend  the  Lord  Advocate  will  be  as 
sympathetic  as  possible,  and  that  he  will 
bo  able  to  indicate  in  his  reply  what  the 
Government  ^re  goin^  to  ao.  The  diffi- 
culty is  in  the  economic  condition  of  the 
Highlands,  and  many  men  of  goodwill 
have  been  unable  to  suggest  proper 
remedies.  An  appeal  to  a  Government 
office  is  always  a  third-class  mode  of  pro- 
cedure. I  have  paid  attention  to 
the    speeches    made    on   the  other 
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side,  and  have  failed  to  gain  any  idea 
of  how  these  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
would  themselves  proceed  to  improve  the 
condition  of  the  Highland  population.  I 
know  that  Railway  legislation  has  been 
hindered,  hampered,  and  delayed  by  the 
action  of  certain  Members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.  The  economic  question 
of  dealing  with  a  rural  population  living 
at  a  high  altitude  in  a  severe  climate  is 
by  no  means  confined  to  the  North  of 
Scotland,  The  rural  population  of  Scot- 
land is  decreasing,  but  not  necessarily  by 
harsh  and  cruel  methods.  There  are  dis- 
tricts near  London  where  the  rural  popu- 
lation is  diminishing,  but  that  is  because 
tiie  men  are  intelligent  enough  not  to  go 
on  working  for  lOs.  per  week  when  they 
can  get  more  in  the  to%vns.  I  myself 
have  always  divided  t^e  Highland  popu- 
lation into  two  classes — firsts  that  class 
which  from  an  over  conservative  sense 
of  local  patriotism  and  a  nattiral  instinct 
desire  to  stay  where  their  forefathers 
lived  and  died.  I  think  that  portion  of 
the  population  is  well  worthy  of  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House.  The  question  of  deer 
forests  is  a  very  serious  one.  No  doubt 
deer  forests  bring  capital  into  poor  dis- 
tricts, and  improve  conditions  and  methods 
of  living  but  at  the  same  time  I  think  that 
to  allow  the  further  unlimited  afforesting 
of  laijge  districts  in  the  Ncnth  of  Scotkind 
is  quite  as  worthy  of  the  attention  of  this 
House  as  the  carrying  of  a  railway  or 
canal,  which  may  affect  the  condition  of 
the  popuhition  adversely  throughout  ex- 
tensive areas.  I  would  say  that  before 
allowing  landed  proprietors  to  afforost 
their  lands  it  would  not  be  tmreasonablo 
to  ask  them  to  come  before  the  House  by 
a  private  Bill  seeking  the  permission  of 
Parliament.  The  other  class  of  the  rural 
community  are  far  too  acute  and  clever,  in 
these  days  of  travel  and  inter-communica- 
tion, to  remain  where  their  forefathers 
lived.  They  go  out  into  the  world  to 
subdue  the  wilderness  in  our  colonies,  or, 
with  the  energy  and  strength  to  com- 
mand, to  leading  armies  to  victory,  or  to 
^  building  great  railways,  retiuiiing  Peers 
of  the  Kealm.  One  of  these  sons  of  the 
Highlands  the  other  day  offered  to  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  a  regiment 
of  cavalry,  fully  eqiiip{)ed  at  his  own  ex- 
pense. Hie  question  is  how  to  protect 
that  portion  of  the  community  which 
desires  to  remain  at  home,  without  going 
against  the  progress  of  the  age.  In  my 
own  constituency,  which  is  nut  under  the 
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Crofters  Act,  there  are  a  large  number  of 
men  who  would  be  called  under  tbe 
English  law  squatters,  who  have  made 
improvements  on  the  land  they  occopy. 
Under  the  old  families  these  men  are 
practically  safe,  but  when  a  property 
ohai^^  hands  and  a  new  owner  oomee  in, 
who  has  none  of  the  feudal  instinctB 
regarding  his  tenants'  rights,  or  no  sense 
of  ndkm  oblige,  he  may  see^  to  appro- 
priate the  improvements  which  morally 
belong  to  the  crofter.  I  hope  that 
in  the  proposed  legislation  on  agri- 
cultural improvement  foreshadowed  in 
the  Queen's  Speech,  the  Government  will 
throw  their  aegis  over  these  tenante,  and 
secure  for  them  the  value  which  they 
have  really  created  on  a  bare  soil,  so 
that  they  may  not  depend  for  their 
security  on  feudal  law  or  custom, 
but  on  the  law  of  Paiiiament. 
The  hon.  Member  who  moved  the 
Amendment  referred  to  the  Ferrintosh 
case,  and  left,  unwittingly,  I  have  no 
doubt,  a  wrong  impression  on  the  House. 
That  is  an  estate  belonging  to  the  family 
of  Forbes,  whose  name  is  of  historic  in- 
terest, for,  without  the  efforts  of  Lord 
President  Forbes,  during  the  rebellion  of 
1745,  the  House  of  Hanover  would 
probably  not  now  have  been  on  the 
throne.  The  hon.  Member  for  Boss  and 
Cromarty  referred  to  tJie  condition  oi  the 
crofters  on  that  estate,  but  their  condition 
is  better  than  that  of  the  landlord,  fm 
Culloden  House  has  recently  been  dis- 
mantled, and  no  member  of  the  family  is 
able  to  remain  in  this  country  for  want  of 
financial  means.  I  believe  that  the  true 
remedy  for  the  position  of  land  tenants  in 
Scotland,  not  only  small  but  also  larger,  is 
to  be  found  in  the  Government's  recent 
legislataon  in  Ireland  for  Land  Purchase : 
am.  I  regret  most  sincerely  that  when 
some  similar  offisr  was  made  by  the  Duke 
of  Sutherland  in  regard  to  his  crofting 
holdings,  it  wa-s  coldly  received  by  the 
advisers  of  the  crofters.  I  believe  that  a 
judicious  proposal  by  the  Government,  if 
not  in  this  session,  in  the  near  future,  to- 
wards carrying  out  a  scheme  of  bomi  Jidr 
land  purchase  would  be  the  best  solution 
of  the  land  question  in  Scotland.  The 
only  other  matter  I  desire  to  Iniog  before 
the  House  is  that  the  Government  should, 
in  connection  with  a  scheme  dl  land  pur- 
chase in  Scotland,  also  boirow  from 
Ireland  t^e  policy  (rf  the  Irish  Labourers' 
Cottage  Act,  and  consider  whether  it  is 
adaptable  to  Scotland.    To  all  these 
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cxpcnmeiitAl  methods,  if  carrieil  out 
by  the  Congested  Districts  Board,  I 
would  give  my  hearty  support,  for  I 
believe  that  if  carried  out  prudently  and 
wisely,  it  would  be  the  best  method 
of  meeting  the  difficulties  now  before  the 
House. 

Mr.  MoLEOD  (Sutheriandshire) :  I  con- 
gratulate     hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
Elgin  and  Nairn  on  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  discussed  this  subject,  but  I 
challenge  his  statement  that  the  present 
Gtovemment,  of  all  GUnremments,  has  done 
most  to  benefit  the  crofters  of  the  High- 
lands.  If  my  hon.  friend  had  been  in 
the  House  longer  he  would  have  known 
that  the  Crofters  Act  of  1886,  which 
transferred  property  amounting  to  millions 
that  prc\'iously  to  that  Act  belonged  to  the 
landlords,  to  the  crofters,  was  passed 
hy  a  Liberal  Government.    I  think  that 
that  measure  will  bear  comparison  with 
anything  done  by  the  present  Government. 
The  faon.  Member  said  that  there  had  not 
been  a  single  practical  suggestion  naade 
this  evening  on  this  side  of  the  House  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Highlands,  but  I  think 
that  a  praclical  suggestion  is  indicated  in 
the  first  part  of  this  Amendment,  which 
states  that  "the  benefits  of  the  Crofters 
Act  of  1886  shall  be  extended  to  all 
crofter  tenants  holding  under  lease  at 
the  time  of  the  passing  of  that  Act." 
I  have  no  doubt  we  shall  presently  hear 
from  the  Lord  Advocate  something  of  the 
sacredness  of  contract,  and  that  it  would 
be  goii^  against  all  the  traditions  of 
Tory   Oovenuneats  that  they  should 
interfere  with  written  contracts.  I  would 

Kint  out  that  the  case  of  the  small 
iseholders  in  the  Highlands  and  islands 
is  exceptional.  It  is  exceptional  in  this 
respect,  that  these  small leaseboldei'sarethe 
descendants  of  men  who  occupied  the  same 
position  as  the  men  who  obtained  the  benefits 
of  the  Crofters  Act.  In  most  instances 
thev  were  turned  into  leaseholders 
against  their  will.  They  had  carried  out 
Improvements  on  their  dnrfts  at  their  own 
expense,  and  could  ^  no  ctmpensstion 
from  the  hmdlorda.  It  was  the  men  who 
carried  out  the  moat  valuable  improve- 
ments that  entered  into  the  leases,  because 
they  imagined  that  in  that  way  they 
would  get  security  for  these  ii^prove- 
ments.  In  my  own  constituency  there 
are  few  small  leaseholders,  but  in  the 
case  of  these  few  the  hardship  is  all  the 
greater.     As  showing  how  accidental 
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was  the  operation  of  the  Crofters  Act,  in. 
so  far  as  admitting  some  crofters  to  the 
benefit  of  that  Act  and  excluding  others, 
you  find  side  by  side  a  largo  community 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  that  Act  and  a 
small  community  excluded  from  them, 
simply  because,  in  the  case  of  the  former, 
their  leases  had  expired.  Then  there  is 
the  case  of  Lord  Lovat's  crofters.  The 
factor  on  that  estate,  foreseeing  that  the 
Crofters  Act  would  pass,  compelled  the 
crofters  to  accept  leases ;  but  when 
the  subject  was  brought  before  the 
Crofters  Commission,  wey  stated  that 
these  contracts  were  not  contracts 
at  all.  There  is  the  case  of  the 
crofters  on  the  Ferrintosh  estate, 
nominally  owned  by  a  very  historicnl 
family.  On  that  cstiitc  al>solutoly  all  the 
improvements  were  executed  liy  and  at 
the  expense  of  the  small  tentuits.  I  do  not 
know  whether  the  House  is  aware  of  the 
fact,  but  the  Culloden  family  obtained  the 
right  of  making  as  much  whisky  on 
their  estate,  duty  free,  as  they  could,  in 
return  for  the  services  rendered  by 
President  Forbes  during  the  Kebellion 
of  1 746-6.  The  consequence  was  that  a 
great  many  people  settled  on  the  Cullo- 
den property  for  the  purpose  of  growing 
barley,  and  that  rents  went  up  high. 
Holdings  which  originally  were  only  let 
for  2s.  6d.  were  raised  to  £16.  There 
was  one  case  of  a  small  leaseholder,  who 
proved  that  he  was  only  in  a  position  to 
pay  £8  instead  of  X16  during  the  last  few 
years.  Now,  if  that  man's  lease  had  hap- 
pened to  expire  just  before  the  Crofters 
Act  was  passed,  he  would  have  got  the 
benefit  of  that  Act,  and  have  been  required 
only  to  pay  £8.  It  is  nothing  short  of 
legalised  robbery  that  that  man  should  pay 
a  rent  of  £16  when  his  holding  is  only 
worth  £8.  Jn  my  own  constituency  there 
is  a  small  estate  of  the  name  of  Herniss 
which  is  unfortunately  in  the  hands  of  a 
trustee ;  and  it  is  impossible  for  him  to 
give  relief  to  the  tenants  according  to  the 
law.  This  is  not  a  party  matter  at  all. 
The  representatives  <rf  the  Tory  party 
have  tned  to  do  all  they  can  to  relieve 
these  poor  people,  who  in  the  end,  hon  - 
ever,  are  turned  out  of  their  holdings. 
There  is  not  a  single  argument  that  can 
be  used  in  favour  of  preventing  these 
small  leaseholding  tenants  getting  the 
benefit  of  the  Act,  the  same  as  was  given 
to  the  leaseholders  in  Ireland,  except  that 
they  do  not  happen  to  be  the  political 
force  which  the  leaseholders  were  in  Ire- 
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land.  We  are  all  aware  that  the  Con- 
servatives do  not  hesitate  to  break  leases  of 
large  as  well  as  small  tenants,  when  it 
suits  their  punxwe,  and  when  we 
ask  for  this  in  the  case  of  the  crofters 
in  the  Highlands  and  Islands  we  are 
only  asking  what  is  fair  and  just.  My 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  Wick  Burghs 
made  it  appear  as  if  it  was  rather  a  diffi- 
cult thing  to  ask  the  Grovemment  to  pass 
legislation  this  session,  on  account  of 
other  matters  engaging  the  attention  of 
the  House :  but  I  can  assure  the  Lord 
Advocate  that  it  only  means  a  one-clause 
Bill,  and  that  he  will  not  get  any  opposi- 
tion from  this  side  of  the  House.  In 
regard  to  the  second  portion  of  the 
Amendment,  perhaps  the  House  will  bear 
with  me  if  I  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to 
it.  I  had  the  honour  to  serve  on  the 
Royal  Commission  which  made  the  re- 
port to  the  House  that  there  was  an  area 
of  £1,782,785  acres  of  land  available  for 
advantageous  occupation  by  crofters  and 
other  small  tenants.  Now,  in  regard  to 
Royal  Commissions,  it  is  generally  the 
practice  to  quote  their  Report  even  when 
it  is  only  signed  by  a  majority.  A  strong 
point  in  regard  to  the  Report  of  the  Roy^ 
Commission  of  1895  is  that  we  were 
^  absolutely  unanimous  in  our  recommen- 
dation so  far  as  the  area  available  was 
concerned,  and  that  it  could  be  advan- 
tageously occupied  by  crofters  and  small 
tenants.  The  only  diiference  was  how 
the  people  could  be  settled  on  the  land. 
I  signed  the  minority  Report  that  the 
land  should  be  bought,  but  the  view  of 
the  majority  was  uiat  that  was  not  a 
question  for  the  Commission  at  all 
to  decide,  but  for  the  Govern- 
ment. Since  that  Report  was  made 
there  was  an  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
late  Qoveniment  not  only  to  make  it 
easier  for  the  small  tenants  who  had  got 
the  benefits  of  the  Act  of  1886  to  acquire 
more  land,  but  to  extend  its  benefits  to 
other  counties  than  what  were  in  the 
original  Act  called  the  "  crofting  coun- 
ties," and  to  put  in  operation  a  scheme 
for  the  compulsory  acquisition  of  land. 
That  failed,  but  it  is  very  significant  that 
when  that  Bill  was  before  the  House  not 
a  word  came  from  the  First  Iiord  of  the 
Treasury  or  the  Lord  Advocate  against 
the  scheme,  or  the  necessity  for  drastic 
legislation.  Their  whole  complaint  was 
that  Sir  George  Trevelyan  had  not  gone 
far  enough.  It  is  an  amusing  commen- 
tary oo  the  value  the  Scottish  Office 
-  Mr,  MeLfod. 


attaches  to  its  own  representations  that 
it  was  suggested  that  the  small  portion 
of  money  granted  to  the  Congested 
Districts  Bos^  for  land  purchase  should 
be  applied  to  education,  as  they  could  not 
find  the  means  (rf  spending  it.  Now,  when 
the  Bill  passed,  everyone  knew  that  the 
money  provided  for  the  Board  was  utterly 
inadequate  if  the  purchase  of  land  was  to 
be  resorted  to.  In  the  old  days  it  was 
said  that  the  Highland  people  did  not 
want  the  land,  but  the  whole  and  sole 
reason  why  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  has  not  been  overwhelmed 
with  applications,  is  that  they  hare 
no  compulsory  powers  of  acquisi- 
tion. In  my  own  constituency  the 
Board  were  in  treaty  for  an  estate,  bat 
the  condition  of  sue  by  the  proprietor 
was  that  the  prospective  tenants  wore  to 
take  over  the  sheep  stock,  which  they  said 
was  absolutely  useless  for  their  purpoees. 
AVhere  you  have  a  well-meaning  landlord 
like  Sir  Arthur  Ford  of  North  Uig.  diffi- 
culties are  put  in  his  w^  by  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board.  That  gentleman 
was  willing  to  take  a  ceitain  number 
tenants  from  the  congested  districts  and 
put  them  on  a  portion  of  his  land,  but  the 
Board  would  not  consent  unless  he  put 
the  whole  of  these  tenants  under  the 
Crofters  Commission,  so  as  to  give  them 
the  legal  status  of  crofters.  My  hon. 
friend  the  Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn 
complained  that  no  scheme  for  the  amelio- 
ration of  the  Highlands  was  forthcoming 
from  this  side  of  the  House.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  ever  did  the  members 
of  the  Highland  Land  League  the  honour 
of  reading  any  of  their  speeches ;  but  we 
have  for  years  pointed  out  a  manner  <tf 
dealing  with  this  question — namely,  that 
the  Crofters  Commission,  which  has  done 
its  duty  in  such  a  war  as  to  command  the 
admiration  and  con^dence  of  idl  parties 
in  Scotland,  should  have  its  powers 
enlarged,  and  the  scope  of  its  operations 
extended.  That  brings  me  to  the  point 
in  reganl  to  the  remark  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Klgin  and  Nairn  as  to  the 
oflTer  by  a  proprietor  in  my  own 
constituency,  the  Duke  of  Sutherland, 
to  his  small  tenants  that  they  should 
purchase  their  holdings,  and  that 
ther  had  refused  to  accept  that  offer 
undff  advice.  But  the  non.  Member 
should  remember  that  the  holdings  offered 
for  sale  were  only  rented  at  25s.  per 
annum,  and  therefore  of  a  size  impossinlp 
for  a  man  to  make  a  living  wit  of.  In 
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r^ard  to  the  remedies,  I  do  not  think 
that  if  any  (lovemment  is  only  strong 
enough  to  face  the  situation  there  can  be 
much  difficulty  in  providing  them.    It  is 
to  be  rfmembered  that  the  case  of  the 
Highlands   is  entirely  exceptional,  and 
indeed  that  was  the  excuse  already  made 
for  Tery  special  legislation.    From  the 
manner  in  which  the  Highland  people 
became  dispossessed  of  their  land,  any 
Government — even  a  Conservative  Grovern- 
ment — is  fully  justified   in  saying  to 
the  present  proprietors  in  the  Highlands 
and  Islands,  "  You  must  be  prepared  to 
deal  with  these  exceptional  circumstances, 
and,  according  to  the  remedy  su^ested 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Elgin  and  Nairn, 
no  Highland  proprietor  in  future  shall  be 
allow^  to  add  to  the  area  of  deer  forests 
without  getting  a  private  Bill  authorising 
it."    The  other  remedy  is  an  extremely 
simple  matter  :  extend  the  powers  of  the 
Croftera  Commission.   In  regard  to  this 
matter  of  the  deer  forests,  f  am  quite 
certain  that  neither  the  House  nor  the 
country  has  the  slightest  conception  of 
the  enormous  area  that  has  been  con- 
stantly added  to  them  in  the  Highlands. 
The  matter  has  not  received  the  amount 
of  attention  it  should  have,  because  a 
good  number  of  the  people  who  speak  on 
the  subject  speak  too  loosely,  with  the 
result  that  their  opponents  have  no 
difficulty  in  showing  that  in  some  respects 
they  are  wrong.  Now,  it  is  an  undoubted 
fact  that  formerly  a  laige  population  was 
cleared  out  from'the  Highlands,  and  their 
houses  burned  down.    I  owe  my  presmce 
in  this  House  to  the  fact  that  I  am  the 
son  of  a  man  whose  dwelling  was  so 
burned  down  after  he  had  l^een  turned 
out  of  it.     The  whole  population  of 
Siitherlandshire,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  one  little  strath — every  living  soul 
— was  turned  out  of  their  homes  and 
driven  down  to  the  seaside.    These,  be 
it  remembered,  were  the  parents  of  the 
men  who,  at  that  time,  were  fighting  the 
battles  of  England  on  the  Continent, 
men  who  had  Been  induced  to  enlist  on 
the  assurance  that  they  would  be  not 
only  doing  a  duty  to  their  country  and 
their  parents,  but  that  they  would  be 
able  to  come  home  and  find  a  place  in 
which  to  spend  the  remainder  of  their 
days.    But  when  the  survivors  returned 
they  found,  instead  of  a  home,  charred 
ruins.     Wliat  is  the  result  %     In  the 
most  populous  parish  of  Sutherlandshiro. 
where  the  people  are  relatively  well  of^ 


where  there  is  the  largest  Volunteer 
company  in  the  county,  and  where  there 
is  all  the  material  for  a  splendid 
contingent — not  a  single  man  volunteered 
to  go  to  the  front  in  South  Africa.  And 
why  1  They  say,  "See  what  happened 
under  a  British  Parliament  and  under  a 
British  Government  to  our  fathers ;  and 
unless  you  put  that  right  we  won't  go  to 
fight  your  battles  abroad,  although  we 
are  prepared,  as  Volunteers,  to  defend 
our  homes.''  Take  the  case  of  the 
Inverness  Militia,  -which  was  lately  taken 
up  to  Aldershot  under  the  command  of 
The  Macintosh.  I  have  seen  these  men 
myself ;  they  were  not  like  Militia,  but 
like  troops  who  had  seen  service  abroad  ; 
big  stalwart  men,  well  set-up,  and  finely 
drilled.  When  called  up,  out  of  over  a 
thousand  only  fourteen  were  found  unfit 
for  duty.  ^Vell,  it  was  put  to  them 
whether  they  would  not  like  to  go  to 
South  Africa,  and  they  good-humouredly 
said  they  would  consider  it  if  they  got  a 
promise  of  a  farm  or  a  shue  in  a  gold . 
mine ;  but  they  added  they  were  not 
going  abroad  to  fight  for  a  shilling  a  day 
after  the  way  their  forefathers  were  used. 
The  feeling  is  there  deep  and  determined, 
and  that  is  the  result  of  the  Highland 
clearances.  As  I  have  said,  very  few  are 
aware  of  how  enormously  the  area  of  the 
deer  forests  in  the  lughlands  has  in- 
creased of  late  years.  In  1883  the 
figures  wore  sufficiently  startling;  the 
area  then  under  deer  forests  was 
1,711,082  acres,  whereas  in  1898  it  had 
increased  to  2,287,297  acres,  or  an  in- 
crease of  half  a  million  acres  in  six- 
teen years.  I  have  been  led  away  by 
this  digression  from  the  point  I  was  illus- 
trating. When  the  people  were  cleared 
off  the  land  for  the  purpose  of  putting  on 
sheep,  the  proprietors  did  not  pay  the 
crofters  and  small  tenants  for  the  im- 
pr(>\enientH  which  they  appropriated, 
although  it  was  these  improvements 
which  produced  the  grass  that  made  sheep- 
farming  then  profitiu^le.  In  the  pasaing 
of  this  little  measure  of  justice  I  think 
we  can  almost  claim  it  by  the  inherent 
righteousness  of  the  case.  At  the  same 
time  there  is  no  reason  in  the  world  why 
a  clause  should  not  be  introduced  in  the 
interests  of  these  poor  people,  and  with 
regard  to  the  utilisation  of  this  large  area 
of  laud,  which  is  practically  wasted  in  the 
Highlands,  I  do  not  see  why  that  also 
should  not  be  amended  It  is  a  perfectly 
good  scheme.    If  this  House  only  realises 
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in  a  very  sniall  degree  what  the  coiiditiou 
of  these  poor  people  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland  is,  I  am  sure  they  would  not  he 
slow  to  paas  this  measure  of  relief.  In 
my  own  constituency,  which  is  a  rural 
constituency,  I  can  tell  you  that  the 
supj^y  of  milk  for  the  children  is  so  short 
that  the  medical  officer  has  been  con- 
stantly referring  to  it  in  his  annual 
reports  to  the  county  council.  The  area 
of  land  is  so  small  that  the  crofters  are 
not  able  to  keep  a  sufiicient  number  of 
eowa  in.  one  place.  .They  are  decent 
people,  who  are  law-abiding  and  who  pay 
their  rent  and  taxes  ;  and  when  this 
House  by  its  enactments  gives  relief  to 
the  big  farmer,  but  none  to  the  small 
tenant,  it  is  but  natural  that  a  protest 
should  be  raised.  I  do  not  know  a  more 
industrious  section  of  the  community 
than  the  poor  Highlanders.  Since  the 
passing  of  the  Cnutera  Act  it  is  almost 
incredible  to  believe  what  these  people 
have  done.  One  of  the  greatest  agita- 
tions that  Scotland  has  ever  witnessed 
was  that  which  broke  outinSkye  in  1896 
after  the  passing  of  the  Act.  It  was  felt 
that  the  crofters  were  doing  something 
to  better  their  condition,  to  build  new 
houses  to  which  they  mi^t  resort  in  the 
summer  time.  There  is  no  desire  to  keep 
the  Highlander  there  against  his  will. 
In  my  own  conatatuency,  in  the  best  of 
parishes,  emigration  is  so  great  among 
the  young  people  that  it  is  almost  im- 
possible to  get  assistance  in  the  shape  of 
a  lad  where  the  small  tenant  is  not  able 
to  do  the  work  himself.  On  the  other 
hand,  in  the  poorest  parish  there  is  no 
emigration  at  all ;  they  do  not  breed ; 
and  if  occasionally  one  or  two  of  them  do 
so  away,  they  almost  always  come  back. 
In  the  better-off  parishes  the  parents  are 
generally  able  to  keep  the  children  at 
school,  and,  when  they  ccnne  of  age,  to 
give  them  a  decent  outfit  and  a  &ir  start 
in  life.  Thev  do  fairly  well.  Well,  Sir, 
that  is  the  class  of  people  whom  I  would 
like  to  see  settled.  If  it  be  true  that  there 
is  no  great  demand  for  new  holdings  it 
makes  it  all  the  easier  for  the  Tory 
party  to  deal  with  the  question.  I  can 
assure  the  House  that  there  is  no  more 
deserving  people  no  ^o^e  that  will 
better  apjffedate  legislation  in  their  behalf 
than  these  people  in  the  Highlands. 

•The  lord  ADVOCATE  (Mr. 
Graham  Mttrkay,  Buteshire) :  The  first 
jMrtion  of  this  Amendment  deals  with  a 
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now  familiar  question,  as  I  think  the 
House  will  remember  that  this  question 
was  really  fully  argued  last  year.  On  that 
occasion  I  gave  the  view  of  the  Giovem- 
ment  on  the  matter,  and  before  the  present 
debate  I  had  refreshed  my  memory  on  the 
subject.   I  do  not  mean  to  go  into  the 
question  at  any  great  length ;  but  I  do 
wish  to  say  this,  that  I  entirely  demur 
to  that  description  of  the  leaa^older — 
assumed  rather  than  stated  —  in  the 
speeches  which  have  been  delivered  as 
that  of  "  a  cautious  crofter."     A  ^ood 
many  years  ago  it  is  said  he  was  cautious, 
and  now,  in  the  efflux  of  time  we  find  him 
in  a  very  much  worse  condition  than  the 
crofter.    There  are  some  persons  in  that 
position.    But  the  effect  of  extending  the 
Crofters  Act  to  all   leasohoklei's  under 
£30  would  ))e  to  include  an  enormotiK 
number  of  people  not  in  that  position, 
and  who,  I  have  a^n  and  again  ex- 
plained, were  not  in  the  view  of  the 
(jovemment  to  be  brought  in  under  a 
land  court  system.     The  Crofters  Act 
introduced  a  land  court  for  a  peculiar 
people  who  had  an  historical  reason  for 
being  allowed  a  privilege  which  no  one 
else  was  allowed,  because,  although  they 
had  a  tenure  which  by  law  was  prv- 
carious,  in  practice  it  Imd  always  been 
looked  upon  as  non-precarious,  and  the 
law  did  no  more  than  make  Ic^l  a 
tenure   which    had    been  practically 
customary,  and  this  could  not  apply 
to    those    under    volimtary  oontracto. 
It  will  be  a  sad  day  for  Scotland  if  a  land 
court  were  introduced  between  landlord 
and  tenant.    In  dealing  with  the  second 
portion  of  the  Amendment  in  relation  to 
deer  forests,  the  mover  passed  with  a 
rapid  and  somewhat  confused  touch  from 
the  early  history  of  the  subject  to  the 
present  time,  and  did  not  differentiate  in 
his  epithets,  vhich,  however  appropriate 
at  one  tame,  are  bo  no  longer.  The 
"  cruel  evictions  "  referred  to  are  thii^p 
of  the  past ;  and,  in  fact,  such  increase  as 
there  has  been  in  afforestation  in  recent 
times  has  been  by  the  conversion  of  she^ 
pastures  into  deer  forests,  because  in 
certain  places  deer  pay  better  than  sheep. 
Another  hon.  Member  has  dwelt  upon  the 
depopulation  which,  he  said,  is  still  pro- 
ceeding in   the  Hi^dandfl.    But  the 
econtnnic  causes  that  make  for  depopula- 
tion of  rural  districts  axe  oommtm  to  the 
whole  kingdom ;  and  if  the  more  intel- 
lectual and  enterprising  young  High- 
landers seek  Uieir  fortunes  far  afiekl  it  is 
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not  a  matter  fqr  complaint,  and,  indeed,  it 
is  a  Scotchman's  boast  that  his  successful 
countrymen  can  l»e  found  in  every  part  of 
the  world.  Kcferenoe  has  also  been  made 
to  the  poor  success  of  a  recruiting  party, 
and  mention  has  been  made  of  the  fact 
that  from  a  body  of  the  Inverness  Militia 
not  one  would  volunteer  for  service  in 
South  Afiica.  I  ain  sorry  for  it ;  but 
throughout  Scotland  there  is  no  lack  of 
tho  patriotic  fervour  that  exists  in  all 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  I  do  not 
speculate  as  to  the  reasons  influenc- 
ing the  Inverness  men,  confining 
myself  to  the  hope  anil  belief  that  they 
were  personal  and  good  reasons.  Owe 
thing  I  am  sure  nf,  that  is  that  their 
conduct  was  not  chio  to  any  slight  or 
inj«.«tici'  from  the  Government  long  ago. 
iSo  far  as  deer  forests  arc  concemed,  the 
ease  failed,  because  the  Commission  did 
not  finti  a  targe  extent  of  forest  land 
a\'aiiable  for  crofting,  thoujgh  they  did 
refer  to  land  that  eoiitd  be  advantageonsly 
occupied  by  persons  suitably  chosen,  able 
and  willing  Co  stock  and  ctdtivatc.  It 
was  when  the  land  was  found  that  the 
difticulties  began,  and  the  attitude  of  the 
Government  wa-*  shown  in  the  exircri- 
menta  being  made  by  the  Congested 
Distncts  Boanl.  For  the  general  policy 
of  that  Board  my  noble  friend  the  Secre- 
tary for  Scotland  accepts  entire  respon- 
sibility. A  wrong  idea  has  been  conveyed 
by  tho  statement  that  my  noble  friend 
proposes  to  devote  s  certain  portion  of 
the  funds  of  the  Board  to  education. 
Advice  from  those  best  qualified  to  give 
it  shows  that  young  Highland  people  are 
at  a  disadvantage  when  going  out  into 
the  world  from  ignorance  of  the  advanced 
forms  of  social  life  and  matters  of  common 
knowledge  to  ordinary  l>oys  and  girls. 
They  do  not  know  really  the  ordinary 
ujicratiuiis  of  building,  caiiientry,  the 
fMPOiier  conduct  of  a  dairy,  and  so  on. 
Thus,  when  they  left  their  native  place 
to  go  into  service,  they  are  only  able  to 
take  the  lowest  place  in  the  scale  of  Ubour. 
Unfortunately,  as  a  lawyer,  I  had  to 
advise  my  noble  friend  that  the  clauses 
of  the  Congested  Districts  Acts  did  not 
cover  that  class  of  expenditure,  and 
accordingly  my  noble  frieu'l  appriiached 
the  hen.  Member  fot  "Sutherland  and 
several  other  hon.  Members  who  may  be 
termed  representative  in  this  matter  to 
see  whether  he  could  not  get  through  the 
Hoase  by  consent  a  Bill  to  enable  nim  to 
do  sa 
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Mr.  McL£OD  :  The  matter  was  not  a 
subject  of  complaint,  but  it  showed 
simply  that  the  Scotch  Office  relied  upon 
the  Congested  Districts  Board,  which  was 
no  remedy. 

*Mr.  a.  graham  MURRAY:  Surely 
it  is  a  most  curious  deduction  to  make 
that  if  you  have  five  ways  of  doing  ^ood 
and  you  see  a  sixth  way  that  is  a 
confession  of  failure  in  re^rd  to  the 
other  five.  Although  I  did  get  much 
individual  assistance  from  certain  hon. 
Members,  they  could  net  come  to  that 
absolute  unanimity  as  to  lotting  the  Bill 
go  through,  which  was  the  only  condition 
of  succe«n,  and  aceonlingly  the  Bill  did 
not  ijass.  There  arc  many  fomL-j  of  bene- 
fitting the  people  other  than  by  the 
creation  of  new  holdings.  Passing  over 
those  forms  and  systems  which  are  quite 
as  important  as  any  other  forms,  that  does 
not  alter  the  fact  thai  the  Congested  Dis- 
tricts Board  are  anxious  to  try  what  can  be 
done  in  that  matter.  I  will  answer  the 
(jiiestions  put  to  me  by  the  hon.  Member 
who  seconded  the  Amendment.  I  can 
assure  him  that  wu  are  not  intentionally 
heaping  up  the  money.  We  ha\e  no 
ulterior  object,  and  we  are  only  heaping  tiji 
money  because  we  do  not  wish  to  spend  it 
until  we  can  strand  it  favoui-ably.  The 
real  difficulty  is  not  getting  tho  land,  but 
getting  suitable  tenants,  and  I  should  like 
to  read  to  tho  Houw  one  or  two  condi- 
tions impeded  by  the  Congested  Districts 
Board,  to  show  how  extremely  liberal  their 
views  are  if  a  tenant  of  the  proper  kind 
will  come  forward.  The  price  of  the 
holding  was  to  be  an  average  of  £650. 
The  proposal  of  the  Congested  Districts 
Board  is  that  they  are  willing  to  lend 
that  money,  and  allow  it  to  be  paid  back 
at  per  cent.,  spread  over  fifty  years. 
They  w(jiUd  also  arrange  foi-  the  shooting 
to  be  paid  for,  the  Itenefit  of  the  shooting 
rent  to  go  to  the  crofter.  The  way  it 
would  work  out  would  be  that  the  crofter 
would  have  to  pay  £23  18s.  lid.  yearly 
for  fifty  yeai-s,  when  the  loan  would  Iw 
repaid.  He  would  get  £12  198.  for  tho 
shooting  rent,  and,  therefore,  the  holding 
would  cost  him  £10  19s.  lid.  per  year. 
Now  i  ask  hon.  Members  is  that  not  a 
]}erfectly  handsome  oftcr,  and  is  it  not 
a  good  chance  for  a  man  able  to  better 
himself  that  by  paying  £10  198.  lid. 
a  year  for  fifty  years  he  becomes  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  holding  1  If  the  crofter 
consented  to  erect  upon  his  holding  the 
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proiXjr  buildings,  tbc  Coiijjested  Districts  the  landlords,  the*  situation  had  for  louj^ 
Boiinl  offer  to  lond  hiiu  £;tOO  touiuds  the  been  one  of  chroin'c  debt  on  tbc  one 
buildings,  ami  leml  it  him  upon  the  wanie  hand,  and  chroniu  pursuit  for  debt  on 
terms  as  those  upon  u'hicb  his  holding  hjw  the  other.  The  result  of  the  StatuU; 
been  aequired.  The  difleience  between  euonomicaliy  ha-s  been  that  about  '2^ 
our  views  and  those  which  I  rather  sus-  per  cent.  o£  the  entire  rental  of  the 
pect  are  hbld  by  the  boii.  Member  who  crofting  area  has  disappeared,  and  with 
moved  this  Amendment  is  that  we  are  regard  to  the  arrears  70  per  cent  has  been 
determined,  although  we  are  liberal,  we  are  completely  wiped  out.  I  venture  to  i«y 
not  going  to  disregard  economic  ounditions  that  a  policy  that  ha^  been  followed  by 
in  t^o.  If  you  do  not  insist  upon  it  that  such  peace  and  contentment  in  the  rola- 
the  men  coming  forwanl  shall  be  nicu  of  tions  between  landlord  and  tenant,  aft-rr 
character  and  experience,  and  men  who  at  -  the  passing  of  that  measure,  is  a  rfsult 
least  have  a  Huliicicney  of  stock  or  the  ,  which  the  authoi-a  of  that  Act  can  look 
means  of  getting  them,  then  so  far  from  '  Iwck  upon  with  much  satisfaction.  It  i« 
helping  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  the  not  only  with  regard  to  the  relati<«i.s 
croftei-s  in  the  congested  districts  yon  will  between  the  crofters  and  their  lan<Uonl* 
be  doing  yoiir  very  best  to  make  the  last ;  th^t  the  Act  has  been  Iieneficial.  The 
state  of  the  Highlands  worse  than  the  House  may  remember  that  ii  1892  there 
fiiiit.  was  laid  on  the  Table  of  this  Hoik>e  a 

report  from  the  Doer  Forests  Commission. 
*yi\x.  THOMAS  SHAW  (Hawick ,  The  persmnel  of  that  Commiadon  w*. 
llurghs) :  I  am  bound  to  say  that  certain  largely  identical  mth  the  peratmnd  of  the 
new  facts  have  been  brought  to  light  in  ,  Crofters  Commission  itself.  They  took  that 
regard  to  this  problem  during  the  past  ,  occasion  to  make  certain  remarks  as  to  the 
year  which  I  should  have  thought  would  alterations  during  the  period  succeeding 
have  brought  home  conviction  to  my  right  '  the  passing  of  the  Crofters  Act,  and  their 
hon.  friend.  It  is  impossible  to  deny  that  verdict  has  been,  with  regard  to  the  land 
the  state  of  matters  in  the  Highlands  is  a  '  possessed  by  the  crofters,  that  such  land 
state  of  peace,  but  of  peace  which  must  '  is  now  better  tilled,  better  drained,  mid 
be  followed,  unless  a  change  of  policy  better  fenced  than  it  ever  was  under  the 
ensues,  by  a  state,  I  will  not  say  of  old  system.  An  opinion  like  that,  so 
clamour^  but  of  unrest  which  may  have  manifestly  favourable,  is  bound  to  have  an 
very  serious  consequences.  Each  year  effect  upon  the  mind  of  the  surrounding 
that  passes  over  our  heads  sees  us  pos-  population.  What  has  been  the  history  of 
Hcssed  of  a  smaller  and  smaller  area  of  Ireland  in  this  matter  ?  You  would  ne\-«r 
land  for  ordinary  economic  purposes,  have  had  peace  in  Ireland  upon  this  topic 
This  is  a  serious  fact.  During  the  past  of  land  occupation  unless  you  had  been 
twelve  or  fifteen  jyears  afforestation  has  ^  content  to  extend  the  benefit  of  such  a 
been  in  a  progressive  state.  Of  the  entire  ;  statute  to  the  leaseholder.  I  remember 
area  of  the  Kingdom  of  Scotland,  not  i  quoting  a  sentence  from  a  speech  made  by 
less  than  12  per  cent,  is  now  under  deer  ',  Lord  Salisbury,  in  which  he  brushed  aside 
and  devoted  to  tlu)  piu-poses  of  M|»ort  all  those  legal  anrl  technical  subtletio 
alone.  The  House  will  see  that  this  is .  founded  on  by  the  Lord  Advocal*-, 
at  least  a  social  problem  which  may  not  \  and  said  the  leaseholder's  position  was 
bo  without  trouble  in  the  futun*.  It  is  that  he  held  a  longer  tenure  than  the 
impossible  in  a  country  like  ours  that '  tenant  at  will,  but  that  he  was  aide  by  side 
a  Crofters  Act  can  pass  withotit  having  i  with  the  tenant  at  will,  and  should,  like 
its  consequences,  and  I  think  the  time  [  him,  have  fixity  of  tenure  and  other  right^. 
has  come  when  the  House  is  able  to  fully  The  result  in  Ireland  has  been  eminently 
recognise,  in  view  of  our  jKist  experience,  satisfactory,  and  why  shouhl  the  lease- 
that  some  extension  of  that  measure  is  bohlers  of  Scotland  have  the  door  slammol 
necessary.  The  Commission  which  was  in  their  faces  in  this  matt«r!  I  suppoiL 
appointed  in  1892  to  inquire  into  a  kin-  my  hon.  friend  who  has  mpred 
dxed  subject  gave  us  clearly  tOvUndeisUmd  ■  Amendment  because  I  think  it  is  a  matter 
how  beneficial  had  beeb  the, operation  of  in  which  it  is  the  duty  of  Scotch  Membera 
that  Act  The  Act  is  one  of  which  the  to  iterateand  reiterate,  unililtheinindof  the 
Govermoent  who  passed  it  may  justly  be  |  House  becomes  saturated  with  the  neces- 
proud.  In  regard  to  the  relation  of  the  aity  of  this  reform.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
crofter  and  the  crofter  jK>pulation  to  motion  has  reference  to  and  a  considerable 
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hearing  upon  the  operations  of  the  Coii- 
geatcd  Districts  Boanl,  and  here  I  do  not 
tiunk  my  right  hon.  fnend  haH  donu  veiy 
much  service  to  that  Board  by  laying  the 
whole  blame  or  the  whole  glory  for  its 
operations  at  one  single  door,  namely, 
the  door  of  the  Secretary  for  Scotland. 
Of  course  I  am  not  going  to  repeat  here 
what  I  urged  as  strongly  as  I  could  when 
the  Bill  creating  that  Boanl  was  befoi-e 
thin  House,  namely,  that  unless  you  give 

i lowers  for  the  compulsory  acquiring  of 
and  you  were  setting  tlwt  Ixtdy  uito 
existence  tied  hand  and  foot,  and  so  fatally 
impeded  its  progress.  There  are  many  i 
ways  in  which  the  expenditure  of  money  j 
in  the  Highlands  can  be  undertaken  for 
the  benefit  of  the  population.  We  have  , 
the  expenditure  of  money  for  commiuiica- 
tiou  by  roads,  light  railways,  aud  the 
like ;  we  have  the  expenditure  in  the 
ciiiW  of  the  present  Government  by 
grants  in  aid  of  the  taxpayers  in  agri- 
cultural districts.  We  also  have  the  ex- 
penditure of  money  for  industrial  pur- 
poses under  the  Congested  Districts  Board 
Act ;  but  at  the  bottom  of  all  that  ex- , 
)iend)ture  we  ought  to  have  the  expendi- 
tiii-e  of  money  upon  a  scheme  for  enabling 
t-niftci-s,  or  that  class  of  people,  to  have 
l:ind  ui>on  reasonable  ternift,  un  whieli 
I  liey  can  work  out  their  own  )»otterment 
in  life,  and  piy  their  tuxes  like  tiieir 
neighbours.  ['nless  you  do  that  you 
are  only  building  a  superstruetnrif  « ith- 
(lut  laying  the  foundation.  So  far  as 
we  can  gather  the  result  np  to  the  pre- 
sent is  that  the  Con^estefl  Districts 
Houitl,  which  has  been  in  existence  for 
I  wo  and  a  half  years,  has  obtained  grants 
from  the  Treasury  to  the  extent  of 
XTO.OOO.  What  h,is  it  done  with  reganl 
to  aAsisting  the  acquirement  of  land  by 
the  crofting  population  t  The  whole  figure  ■ 
un  that  head  amounts  only  to  about 
£1,40010  jei,50U. 

♦Mr.  £1,451. 

*Mn.  THOMAS  SHAW  :  Therefore ' 
the  re.iult  of  all  this  is  that  of  this 
X70,000,   the  main  purpose  of  which 
wx-<  to  bring  the  people  of  the  pioper : 
(:las.^  lnu  k  to  the  land,  more  especially  in  i 
the  ncighlKjiirhood  of  existing  hohlings, . 
niilv  2  percent,  has  been  oxiwnded.   What ' 
1  fear  is  that  the  t'oiigcsteil  Districts  | 
l><Kird  lacketl  power  to  begin  witl^  and  it 
:t\Mt  lacks  nerve  and  rcHoIiuimi.    It  is  im- 
jKUisible  Ut  have  li.steni>d  t^j  such  a  s[>eech 


as  that  dehverol  by  my  hon.  friend  the 
Memlicr  for  Orkney  without  feeling  that 
there  w  land  in  abundance  in  Scotland 
which  could  \>e  ;ic(piired  even  without  com- 
pulsory powers  upon  reasonable  terms. 
The  Treasury,  however,  has  been  substan- 
tially controlled  by  the  Scotch  Board, 
who  will  not  bring  the  people  back  to 
the  land.  My  right  hon.  frienil  made  one 
remark  that  1  cannot  sa}'  I  listened  to 
with  very  nnu:li  aitisfaction.  He  gave 
un  instiuieo  of  the  rental  arising  from 
shooting  and  doer  forests,  and  said  the 
latter  pays  best.  Yes,  but  whom  does  it 
pay  ?  It  may  pay  the  landlord  best,  but 
does  it  pay  the  natioTi  be*t  1  That  other 
element  is  one  which  we  may  well  con- 
sider at  this  moment,  when  our  High- 
landers are  taking  their  share  in  battle 
for  this  country.  There  is  another 
element  besides  the  purely  economic  aspect 
of  this  question,  and  that  is  that  you  are 
gradually  depleting  the  area  of  land  on 
which  you  can  grow  a  healthy  and  a  hardy 
and  a  virile  population.  ,Wc  know  to-tlay 
what  such  people  can  do  in  times  of  war 
and  in  times  of  national  trouble,  and  I 
want  our  legislation  shaped  upon  lines 
and  upon  economic  conditioiw,  which  will' 
give  the  Highlands  a  chance  of  nourishing 
and  of  1-eplcnishing  the  British  Knipirc  in 
its  strength. 

Dk.  CLAUK  (Caithness-shire)  ;  I  am 
surprised  thuttheljord  Advocate  has  taken 
the  conr.se  which  he  has  done  to-night 
and  opposed  this  Amendment.  My  hon. 
frieud  proposed  as  a  compromise  that  if 
his  very  moderate  demand  were  acceptol 
he  would  give  up  the  still  more 
impoitant  p*»rtion,  l)ut  the  Loixl  Advo- 
cate does  not  even  concede  that  M  hich, 
time  after  time,  before  the  right  hon. 
(ientleniah  was  Lord  Advocate,  Ihc 
leaders  oF  bolli  strlcs  declared  should  lie 
given.  When  I  listened  lo  his  speech  to- 
night, I  wished  that  the  Lord  Advocate 
knew  really  more  of  the  facts  of  the  case. 
He  has  tolil  the  House  that  this  is  a  nro- 
|)osal  made  by  thase  who  wish  to  int  reduce 
Irish  methals  into  Great  Britain.  Why, 
this  proposal  was  first  made  fourteen 
yeiirs  ago  in  this  House;  and  by  whom 
does  he  think  I  By  a  nol>le  Lord  who 
was  the  laigcst  owner  of  land  in  Scothind 
— who  owned  more  than  a  million 
acre.-*.  This  pro|M)sal  was  first  made  in 
th  is  I  louse  I  ly  the  i)resent  l>uke  of 
Sutlierland,  who  was  then  Marquess  of 
Stalibi-d — not  bv  anv  crofter  or  an  Irish- 
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man,  but  by  a  man  who  owns  more 
land  than  any  other  lining  person.  Both 
sides  admit  that  the  leaseholder  was  in 
the  same  position  as  the  holder  from  year 
to  year.   The  bulk  of  the  leaseholders 
are  simply  crofters  who,  having  made 
improvements,  are  desirous  of  getting 
security  for  them,  and  they  required  pro- 
tection much  more  than  any  other  class. 
When  the  ConservatiTo  (Government  came 
into  power  they  brought  in  a  Bill  which 
at  once  destroyed  over  150,000  leases. 
We  have  been  told  that  the  Highland 
tenants  were  not  harshly  hut  generously 
rented,  but  fourteen  years  experience  of 
the  Crofters  Act  has  demonstrated  that 
they  were  more  rack-rented  than  the 
Irish  tenants.    So  that,  ba  far  as  tho  ease 
of  the  crofter^  is  concerned,   it  has 
been   made    out    that   it    is  based 
iipOH  equity  and  justice.     Of  course, 
the  Government  now  refuse  what  we 
ask.    My  hon.  friend  in  introducing  this 
motion  gave  some  very  startling  statistics 
TC^uding  tho  great  decrease  of  the  popu- 
lation in  our  Highland  counties.  The 
facts  stated  did  not  give  the  House  the 
impression  that  otherwise  they  might 
have  done.    The  case  is  very  much  worse, 
as  I  will  explain.    Take  Argyllshire,  for 
instance.    The  hon.  Member  says  that 
during  forty  years  there  has  been  a  reduc- 
ti(m  in  the  population  of  Ar^llshire  of 
20,000,  and  that  is  perfectly  true.  But 
it  must  be  remembered  that  five  or  six 
Itig  towns  have  grown  up  in  Argyllshire 
during  that  period.    The  decrease  in  the 
rural  population  in  the  Highlnnda  hiis 
been   al>out    one-half.     What   is  the 
economic  condition  now  as  shown  by  the 
last  returns  1  I  won't  take  Skye  or  Lewes, 
which  we  have  had  liefore,  tiut  I  will  take 
Mull,  which  I  do  not  think  has  ever  come 
before  us.    During  tho  forty  yeai-s  from 
1841  to  1881  the  population  of  Mull  wiis 
reduoe<l  from  10,000  to  .■),000,  or  50  per 
cent.,  and  what  is  the  picture  we  get  in 
the  last  i-eport  ?    It  says  that  there  are 
fifteen  farms  in  Mull  with  an  annua!  value 
of  over  £4,000,  and  they  are  now  all  in 
the  hands  of  the  Duke  of  Arg^'ll.  He 
has  £ot  to  keep  those  farms  with  their 
stock,    and    he    has    them    on  his 
hands.     That    shows    the    fuiture  of 
the    old     system.     If     we     had  a 
really  active  Congested  Districts  Board 
they  would  give  relief  to  tho  Duke 
and  the  other  great  landlonls,  and  take 
them  nut  of  the  unfortunate  iiositiou  in 
whi«h  they  nitw  find  themselves.  ITiat 
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congestion  in  the  Highlands  is  causing 
the  growth  of  pauperism,  and  you  have 
all  the  best  people  leaving  the  districts. 
The  Lord  Advocate  wonders  why  we 
object  to  this,  but  I  cannot  see  hie  logic, 
for  if  your  best  people  go  away  and  your 
worst  remain,  the  country  must  de- 
teriorate either  intellectually,  morally, 
or  physically.     Surely,  as  a  patriotic 
Scotsman,  the  right  hon.  (lentleman  can- 
not desire  that.    That  is  the  reason  why 
we  oljject  to  it.    Is  this  the  case  in  Nor- 
wav  and  Switzerland  1  How  do  we  stand 
in  Scotland  ?    Our  case  has  been  brought 
year  after  year  before  the  House,  and 
our  facts  have  been  admitt«d  by  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  himself.    The  prin- 
ciple has  been  admitted  and  a  remedy 
su^ested,    because    for   many  years 
emigration    has  been  urged   by  hon. 
Members  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
House.   That  was  tried,  and  large  stuns 
of  money  were  voted  by  this  Parliament 
for  the  experiment.    It  is  now  admitted 
that  the  experiment  was  a  dead  failure, 
and  the  £20,000  which  was  voted  might 
just  as  well  have  been  pitched  into  the 
Thames.     I  have  visited  one  of  the 
:  settlements  in  Manitoba,  and  there  was 
not  a  single  soul  left  in  the  houses 
there.     We  ask  for  migration,  and  we 
say  that  there  is  plenty  of  land  in  Soot- 
land.  There  was  the  Commission  of  1890, 
and  their  Report  demonstrated  that  diere 
was  plenty  of  land,  and  so  that  is  not  a 
mere  statement  made  by  us.    They  clas-si- 
fietl  a  Rchenie  which  showed  that  then* 
was  794,000  acres  capable  of  cultivation 
as  new  crofts.    Half  a  million  acres  were 
recommended  as  farms  of  moderate  si/e 
to  give  to  the  more  enterprising  people, 
and  we  diil  expect  ihjit  the  Con^peate*! 
Districts  Boanl,  after  it  was  appoinleii, 
would  liave  done  something  f  *  carry  ttiit 
those  rcpommendatiuns.   Two  yeara  agii 
the  First  I^ord  of  the  Treasury  said  w« 
were  in  too  big  a  hurry  and  expectwl 
results  alt  at  once.    M'liat  has  lieen  the 
result  of  nearly  three  years  experience  I 
A\liy,  that  rather  les.i  than  £1,500  has 
been  spent  in  migrating  the  population. 
I  admit  that  they  are  making  arrange- 
ments to  spend  £18,000  more.  The  whole 
sum  they  have  spent  for  every  purpose 
has  Iwen  about  10  per  cent.,  and  this 
£18,000  is  only  one  half  of  the  sum  they 
will  get  this  ^■ear,  for  thev  will  receix'e 
£;i.'),OUO'.    They  still  have  £62,000  nut  .>f 
the  £70,000  which  was  voted  by  this 
Housf  (wo  yi'ars  ago.    That  is  ihe  kqiv 
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(Ution  of  things  we  have  got  after  nearly 
three  years  working  of  the  Board.  Having 
iio  compulsory  powers,  we  knew  from  the 
beginning  that  they  would  not  bo  able 
to  do  much,  and  all  they  have  been  able  to 
do  is  to  issue  advertisements  asking 
Highland  landlords  to  sell  their  estates. 
But  until  you  get  compulsory  powers  you 
cannot  get  the  land.  We  liave  been  told 
thiit  we  do  not  suggest  any  remedy,  but 
wo  have  suggested  remedies,  and  the 
House  has  practically  admitted  that  out- 
remedies  are  just  and  practical.  Want 
of  time  during  the  session  might  make 
legislation  impracticable,  but  there  is  no 
great  question  coming  before  the  House 
which  is  likely  to  take  up  much  time  this 
session.   There  is  no  great  party  qnestion 


being  brought  forwanl ;  the  moasni'es  pro- 
posed are  such  that  all  sides  might  fuel  in- 
clined to  pass.  This  is  a  session  when  there 
is  no  great  burning  political  question,  and 
therefore  important  legislation  of  this 
kind  might  be  passed.  Now  we  are  told 
that  nothing  will  be  done  by  this  Govern- 
ment^ and  what  is  worse,  the  Government 
have  gone  back  from  the  position  formerly 
taken  up  by  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  ainl  the  Cabinet  by  now 
opposing  this  matter  on  principle. 

Qnestion  pQt. 

The  House  divided: — Ayes,  U3  ;Noes, 
186.   (Division  List  No.  5.) 


A1>raham,Winiani(Cork,  N.E. 
Allan,  William  (Gatesbend) 
Allison,  RoI«rt  Andrew 
A^her,  Alexander 
Anhton,  Tlionias  (lair 
AmiuiUijRt-Un  HerbertHenry 
AuHtin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Rarlow,  John  Emmott 
Hlake,  Edward 
Itotton,  Thotiias  Dollinj^ 
UrunDer,  Sir  .lohn  Tomlinson 
Bart,  Thomas 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robert  (Darham) 
Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Carew,  James  Laurence 
Carlile,  William  Walter 
Causton,  Richanl  Knieht 
Clianntnt;,  Franoui  jVlbtton 
i  'iuncy,  John  JcMeph 
Clark.  Dr.G.a  (Caithnens-sh.) 
Commins,  Andrew 
Condon,  Tliomftn  Joseph 
L'rean,  Eu^^ene 
Crilly,  Daniel 
l»ftly,  .lames 
Kalziel,  .lames  Henry 
Dewiir,  Arthur 
Ilontflaii,  Captain  A. 
I  ItMi^n,  1*.  C. 
llnnn,  Sir  William 
Kiiiniott.  Alfred 
Knt^ledew,  Charle^i  Jolin 
K.-*nionde,  Sir  Thomas 
i*2vftns,  HamuelT.  (<Sl'inir>r^an 
KanjnhariKin,  Dr.  Itobert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavau,  W.) 
KeDWick,  Charles 
Ffrinch,  peter 


AYES. 

Flavin,  Michael  Joneph 
Flynn,  Jan-es  Christoidier 
(iiliney,  James 
(lOildanl,  Daniel  Ford 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Gunlon,Sir  WilUamBrampton 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.Hon.CharleH Scale- 
Healy,  Manrice  (Cork) 
Healy,Timothv  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,Tnonius  Chas.  H. 
HemphilliRt.  Hon.  ChartesH. 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Horninian,  Frederick  John 
Jones,  Wni.  (Caraarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Keartey,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  l>enis 
Kinloch,  Sir  Jolm  (leniKe  S, 
l4iw!H»n.SirWil(rid  (CumhTd) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  V.  (Arcrinjjloji) 
Louuli,  Tliomao 
I.ven,  Sir  Lennant 
\fafalepse,  Daniel 
Mai'l  KinuRll,  I  )r.  M .  A .  (g'nV( '. ) 
Mai>NeilI,.l(ihn  Gordim  Swift 
.Nl'Ciirliin,  Michael 
M'Cnifl,  (iporyp 
M'Gliee,  Kichiird 
M'Kfniia,  Uttgiiiiild 
M'l*o.l,  .tohu 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Morton,  Eil.  J.  (Devoniwrt) 
Muraaghan,  George 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willani 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Bneo,  P.  J.  (Tipperarj  ) 


Oldroyd,  Mark 
(VMafley,  William 
l*almer,(!eorKe  Wni. ( Reading) 
Pamell,  JnhnJlowanl 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnnib.) 
Pickentgill,  Edward  Hare 
Piiikerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Provand,  Andrew  Dryburch 
Redmond,  .lohn  E.(Wat€rmrd) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bi^-n  (Kifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Etonbighs.) 
Robeon,  William  Snowdon 
Roche,  John  (East  Galway) 
Runciman,  Walter 
Samuel,  J.  (Stockton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  li.) 
Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  (Forfarshire) 
Soanies,  Arthur  Welle^ley 
Stiwhey,  Edwant 
SiiUivati,  Monal  (Wontmeath) 
SwIIivan,  T.  D.  (Doneyal,  W.) 
Thoma.-),  Iiiivid  Alf.  (^lerthy^) 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tiilly.  .Ia.-*[ier 
Walton,  Joseph  (Karnsley) 
Wasoii,  Engene 
Weir,  .lames  GaUnivav 
Whittuker,  Thnmax  l^almer 
WiUiainH,.JohnCftrvell(NottM. ) 
Wilsott.Krederirk  W.(Norfolk) 
WootU,  Samuel 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 

Tkllers  for  the  Ayvs— 
.Mr.  Herbert  Gladstone  and 
Mr.  M'Arthar. 


Arclulalf,  Edwanl  Mervyn 
Arnold.  Alfre.1 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Hon.  John 
liuilny,  James  (Walworlli) 


Balfonr,Ut.Hn.A.J.  (Manch'r) 
Riinbiiry,  ^'rellerick  George 
Barry,Kt.  Hn.  A.H.S.-(Hiuits. ) 
Bea<>'h,Kt.HD.SirM.H.(Brutol 
Ueniriise,  Sir  Henry  Howe 


Bet  hell,  Comnuuider 
Bill,  Charles 

ttlakisti>n-n<)iiBloti,  John 

Brassey,  Albert 

BnKlrit'k,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
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Itrooktield,  A.  Moiitajiu 
Hutclier,  John  tJeorjte 
(•(inniliell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Caventlisli,  It.  F.  (N.  l^iics.) 
l'-aven(lisli,V.C.  W.  (Derbj-sli.) 
t.'ecil.  Lonl  Ungh  (Greenwich) 
('liamberlain,l{t.Hn.J.(Btnii.) 
C  ham  berlain,  J.  Austen(\Vorc*r 
Chaplin,  lit.  Hon.  Henry 
C'Uarriu^n,  Spencer 
Clarke,  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
Co^hili,  Doualas  Harry 
(.'oHini^  lU.  Hon.  Jesse 
4'olitton,  CliarloB  K.  U.  Atholc 
1  'ook,  Fred.  Lncaa  (Lambeth) 
Corlwtt,  A.  Caineron(tJla»jr'«  ) 
Corn  wall  i8,Fienne8Stan  ley  W. 
('ux,  Irwin  Edw.  Biiinbriage 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzoo,  Viscount 
Dat&eith.  Karl  of 
Dipkinson,  Robert  Edniond 
ItorinfftDO,  Sir  John  tklwd. 
D<in<;hty,  (ieorge 
Uorifjhtu,  Itt.  Hon.  A.  Aker«- 
l)ouyla.t-l*eniiant,  Hon.  K.  S. 
Diiuranibe,  Hon.  Hulwrt  \ . 
Dyke.  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  Wui.  Hart 
E>rerton,  Hon.  A.  deTatton 
FellowesiHon.AilwynEdward 
Feij;a8non,KtHn.SirJ.(Mant!"r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
]<'in«h,  George  H. 
Fiulay,  Sir  Robert  ilannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Haj-es 
Fit/.  Wy^rani,  <ieneral  SirF, 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Mower,  Ki-ne«t 
l-'orster,  Henry  William 
Cttllowav.  Wllliiiiii  Johnson 
(Jurlit,  \VilIiani 
(;»ige,  Sydney 
<iib1ton!i.  J.  Lloyd 
(iiles.  Charles  Tyrrell 
Oodwn,  Sir  AugustUM  Fredk. 
tJoldaworthy,  M!ijor-(;enernl 
(iorst,  Kt.  Hn.  Sir  Jolm  Eldon 
(;i>s<-lieD,U(lhi(i.USt.(ieorge'M 
iMnildiiig,  Edward  Alfred 
Grabaiti,  Henry  Uohert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
C.reen.Walfordl)  (Wetlnesb'y) 
(;n'i'nH,lI*'nryD.(Slirew.-.l.iiry) 
Grcville,  Ili»n.  Honnld 
Gull,  Sir  (.'min»rnn 
Hamilton,  Kt.HiJii.Lutd(ieurge 
Hanbury.lit.Hon.iioWtWui. 


I  Han*on,  Sir  Uogintild 
Haniy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  AugiwtUH 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hill,  SirEdwardStockdtrirttol) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henrj- 
Hpzter,Hcm.JameaHenrTCecil  ' 
Hudson,  George  Bieker^tet  h  | 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.W.(;rice-  i 
Hattnn,  John  (Vorks,  N.K.)  j 
Jackson,  Rt.  lIon.Wm.LaM-ieit 
Johnson- Fen;a80ii,Jabez  Edw. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heyw'ood  (Siwwex) 
Kennaway,Kt.Hon.SirJohnH.  ' 
Kenyon,  James  , 
Kenyon-Slanev.  Cd.  William 
Keswick,  William 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knawles,  T..ee8 
liafone,  Alfred 

Lawrence,SirE.  DuminE-(Com 
1  Jiwson,  John  Grant  (York«. ) 
Ifea,SirThonias(l^ndonderry)  ; 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carry  | 
Llewelyn,Sir£Hllwyu-(Sw'nsea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-CoT.  A.  K. 
Long,Col.CharlesW.(Eve.shftni  \ 
Long,  lit.  Hon.  M'.  (LiveriKwI)  ' 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Manfuess  of  | 
I<owe,  Francis  William 
Loytl,  Archie  Kirkman  . 
Lnras-Sluulwelt,  William 
Miu'iirbney,  W.  (!.  Ellison  ' 
Miu-donii,  Pohn  Cuiuriiin>;  | 
Miu'lver.  David  (LivenHM)l) 
Marlure,  Sir.lohn  William  | 
M'Arthur,  Charles  ll.iveri»ool) 
M'Killoii,  James 
Majde,  Sir  John  Hlundell 
Ma.Sfley-Mainwiiring,Hn.W.F. 
Ma.\well,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  H.  E. 
Middleniore,  J.  Tfaio^niorton 
.\Iill»ank,Sir  Powlett  Cliiif.  .f. 
Milwanl,  Colonel  Victor 
Moncktwi,  Edwanl  Philip 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More.  Robert  Jatpei;Slirops.) 
Morton,  Arth.H.  A.(  I  feptford) 
Moniil,  William  Geopjc 
Murray,  KtHnA<-<rali!Lm(lSiite 
Mnrray,  Charlps.l.  (Coveniryi 
Myers,  WiDiiun  Henry 
<J  Neill,  Hon  RoImti  Torrput  ■ 


Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Limlsay 

Parkcs,  Etienezer 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotta,  Captmn  Arthur 
Pierjioint,  Robert 
Platt'Higgins,  Frederick 
PInnkett,  lit.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce  Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edward 
Porvis,  Robert 
Qnillflr,  Sir  Oathbert 
Rankin,  Sir  JameB 
Uentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  SirTltos.(  Hart'pl) 
I!itchie,Ut.  Hn.Chas.  Thomson 
Roliert.'«)n,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Roydit,  Clement  Molvuenx 
Russell.  Gen.F.S.(Chultenbam 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  Jotin 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harrv  S.  (LimehouMO) 
Saosoon,  Sir  Edward  Albert 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.  H.  (Renfrew) 
Sidebotham.  J.  W'.  (Cheshire) 
Sidebottom,William(I>erb}'8h. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrlngton 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romfonl) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Cliristchurcli) 
Smith,  J)U(.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Snuth.Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Strand) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset) 
St«wart,SirMark  J .  M  'Tngjiart 
Stirling- Maxu-ell,  Kir  John  M. 
St^M'k,  Jiiraes  Henry 
SUine,  Sir  Itenjamtn 
Stnitt,  Hn.  Cluirles  Iledley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Ilnniplirev  Napier 
Talbot,Kt.HnJ.(J.(Oxrdl'ni>. 
Thorliuni,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  I'ercy  M. 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  F^lw.  Mnrrar 
Tritton,  Charles  Eme«l 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeteri 
Wfll«ter,  Sir  Richartl  E. 
Whiteley,  H.fAsIiton-under-l.. 
William^,  Colonel  R.  (I>or*f-  i 
\Villiams,Josi>i>b  Piinvll-^Itriii 
WilloK,  Sir  ■fotin  Archibald 
Wyndham,  tJeonfi* 
Wyvill,  Mnriiiiidnl.f  D'Aroy 
^'fiiing.t  'onmiauiter  l  Besrki.E. ) 
TKl.l-tltS    KOR    TIIK    NOK^i  — 

Sir  William  Walroiid  and 
Air.  An^truther. 


Main  ixuefition  again  projrascil. 

Taxation  op  IniSLVNi). 

'*Mr.  CLANCY  (I>ublin  County,  N.), 
iti  rising  to  move,  ;is  an  Amemlinent,  to 
axUl  at  the  end  of  the  Question  the 
wonls — "But  we  humbly  lepresent  to 
Your  Majesty  tliAt  the  over  tax.atiun  of 
Ii-elanil,  which  promises  to  become 
i^i-ently  .aggr.'iviitecl  \\y  the  expenditure 
jii  the  war  in  South  ^Unon,  is  a  n)o:it 


serioua  and  prcssin**  grievance,  and  de- 
mands the  early  attention  of  Parliament 
witli  a  view  to  its  removal,"  said : 
Mr.  Speaker,  tlie  subject  of  the  Amend- 
ment whieii  stands  in  my  name  has  been 
Imfore  tlie  House  several  times  in  recent 
years,  Imt  I  make  no  apology  and  I  ofler 
no  c.Kcuso  forltfinging  it  forward  on  the 
present  occasion.  The  first  reason  w^hy 
we  think  it  necessary  at  this  stage  of  the 
.'^e.s.sion  to  bring  under  the  con»i<len*tinn 
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c»f  Parliumetit  once  more  tlio  liiuincial  rela- 
tions lictween  Great  liritain  and  Ireland  in 
tliatall  Ireland  is  |)ractically  niiiteilon  thi.s 
•incstion.  There  was  some  douUt,  1  \ 
believe,  as  to  unc  (xirticular  ]t;irt  of  Ire- 
land being  in  disagreement  with  the  rest  \ 
-^I  mean  the  city  of  Belfast.  That  stood 
apart  in  ■what  Lord  Salisburj*  Avould  call 
"  splendid  isolation  "  on  this  question.  I 
believe,  however,  that  the  hon.  Member 
for  South  Belfast  now  occupies  a  sort  of 
political  Spion  Kop,  where  he  stands 
alone  in  i-esislancu  to  the  assaults  of 
modern  degenomcy. 

Mk.  WILLIAM  JOHXSTOX:  The 
f'HU*  Members  for  Belfast  are  united  on 
thi!  question. 

*Mii.  CLAXCY :  I  refer  to  Belfast  for 
tliis  reason.  A  short  tinui  ago  a  deputa- 
tion from  the  All  Ireland  Conniiittce 
waited  on  the  Corporation  of  Belfast,  and, 
although  the  hon.  Memlier  for  South 
Belfast  represents  the  city  on  most  ques- 
tions,  the  Corporation  agi'eed  to  taxe  a 
stand  with  the  rest  of  Ireland  on  this 
matter ;  and  when  I  am  told  by  the  hon. 
Meml»er  that  the  four  Members  for  the 
city  have  taken  up  the  same  position  as 
he  has  I  would  remind  him  that  one  of 
the  Koyal  Commissioners  on  whose 
report  «  e  l)a56  our  claim  waw  one  of  the 
foiir  Members  for  Belfast,  and  as  far  as  I 
know  he  has  never  since  recanted  his 
opinion  on  the  question.  Ireland  is  there- 
fore practically  united  in  believing  that  it 
hasagrievance,  and,  feeling  a  grievance,  it 
has  naturally  forced  on  the  attention  M 
its  representatives  in  this  House  the 
absolute  necessity  of  pressing  its  claim  for 
redress  uiwn  every  occasion  that  offers 
itself,  whether  it  ik  plejising  tt)  the  (iovern- 
ment  or  to  the  House  or  not.  I  am  sorry 
to  say  that  thci*e  w  iv*  ground  for  disap- 
pointment and  dissatisfaction  last  session 
because  an  opportunity  for  ventilating 
this  grievance  was  not  found,  and  I  have 
only  to  offer  for  myself  the  explanation 
that  the  mishap  occurred  owing  to  some 
misunderstanding.  The  fjwt  that  Ireland 
is  united  on  this  question,  a.s  well  as  the 
frequency  and  urgency  of  the  demands 
made  upon  us  to  bring  it  forwai:d,  are 
ample  reasons  for  my  lauding  here  to- 
nignt  in  the  name  of  the  imitdd  Irish 
par^  to  propose  this  Amendment.  There 
is.  auo  another  reason.  We  have-as  the 
basis  of  our  demand  an  unexampled 
verdict  in  otu- favour.  I  think  it  is  a  most 


ivmarkalile  circumstance  -  indeed  the 
miist  remarkable  of  its  kind  in  pitlitieal 
histnry  that  a.  Connnission  cnnsiitnted 
as  llie  late  Koyal  CommisHion  on  the 
Financial  Relations  between  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland  was,  should  have  reported  by 
so  overwhelming  a  majority  in  favour  of 
the  case  made  by  the  representatives  of 
Ireland.  The  House  may  rest  astiurcd 
that,  luitil  redress  ii  affoided,  that  l  erdict 
of  the  Koyal  Commission  will  be  beard  of 
session  .vtcr  session.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  House  has 
rather  sneered  at  the  Cimmiission :  he 
spoke  of  it  aj*  "  this  intelligent  Conmiis- 
sion."  The  phnise  wiis  not  Uf^eil  in  a 
complimentary  sense,  a!id  I  think  it  was 
a  very  inappropriate  sneer  to  aildrcMS  tn 
a  body  compjsed  of  the  lirst  tiiiancial 
cx|KTts  of  tliu^Kiiqiire,  most  of  whom  were 
Englishmen,  atid  many  t>f  whom  ha<l  been 
actually  cniployetl  in  high  positions  in 
the  financial  departments  of  the  State 
by  different  Governments.  The  third 
reason  why  I  move  this  Amendment  will 
obviously  occur  to  the  minds  of  hon. 
Memljers.  If  the  present  system  of  indis- 
criminate taxation  results  in  injustice 
being  done  to  hetand,  as  Ireland 
contends  it  does,  it  is  plain  that  that 
injustice  will  be  aggravaterl  by  cAcry 
addition  to  the  sura  levied  in  accordance 
with  that  system.  Of  coiu^e,  I  am 
alluding  to  the  present  war,  which  will 
probably  add  tens  of  millions  to  the 
taxation  of  the  country.  If  you  bore  that 
burden  yourselves,  as  you  alone  are 
responsible  for  the  war,  and  you  alone  will 
benefit  by  it  if  any  success  accrues  from 
it,  I  would  not  have  anything  to  say  in 
the  matter ;  but  for  every  £\  added  to  the 
taxation  of  the  country  by  reason  of  the 
wai',  tlie  injustice  done  to  Ireland  by  the 
present  indiwcriminate  system  of  taxation 
will  bo  proi>ortionately  increased  and 
aggravated.  Under  these  circumstances 
it  would  be  preposterous  if  the  repre- 
sentatives of  tho  ovcnvhelming  majority 
of  the  jieople  of  Irelaml  allowed  eveti 
tlie  praliminary  st^iges  of  tho  session 
to  piiss  without  making  a  stand  against 
that  system.  For  these  reasons  wo  ha^  c 
brought  forward  thia  question  to-night, 
and  I  propose  to  offer  neilhet  apology  nor 
excuse  for  so  doin^,  but  I  may  perhaps 
relieve  the  House  with  the  assurance  that 
I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  this  question 
in  detail.  The  reason  is  perfectly  plain. 
The  speeches  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
North  Longford  and  the  hon.  and  learned 
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*^ho  first  year  ur  two  after  it  was  made  by 
borrowing  on  the  separate  credit  of 
Irehmd.  The  resnlt  was  that  the  pro- 
vision in  the  Act  of  Union  that  the  debt 
of  Ireland  should  reach  a  certain  propor- 
tion of  the  debt  of  England  before 
taxatibn  could  be  equalised  occurred  in 
1816,  and  then  you  took  aivantage  of 
your  own  wrong.  [An  Hon.  Mebiber  : 
After  Waterloo.]  Yes,  after  AVaterloo, 
where  the  Irish  soldiers  had  saved  you, 
you  taxed  Ireland  on  the  high  level  of 
your  own  country.  What  the  Tth 
article  provided  was  that  the  two 
countries  were  to  be  treated  as  two 
sejKinitc  entities  for  finance  ;  they  were 
legislatively  united,  but  in  finance  they 
wcro  to  receive  sepMi-ate  treatment,  and 
as  a  mailer  nf  fact,  as  everyone  know.s, 
they  did  iCLcive  seiiiiratc  treatment,  to 
H  certain  extent,  for  the  first  half  of  the 
present  century,  for  it  was  not  until 
Itfjt't,  when  Mr.  GIads*tone  began  his 
policy  of  plunder,  which  was  followed 
imjKtrtiaUy  by  Iuk  BUccesior.s  that  the 
lu-useiit  sytitem,  under  which  Ireland  is 
robljod  uf  X3,000,000  a  year,  was  insti- 
tuted. But  under  the  Act  of  Union  the 
two  eountries  were  not  to  be  taxml  on 
the  same  level  unless,  not  only  their  debts 
approached  to  a  certain  proportion  the 
one  of  the  other,  but  also  unless  their  cir- 
cumstances had  become  similar.  I>oc8 
any  hon.  Member  in  this  House  Iielie^  e 
that  the  circumstances  of  Ireland  and 
England  have  ever  been  similar  during  the 
hist  ninety-nine  yeure  1  Instead  of  be- 
coming similar  they  have  been  growing 
more  and  more  cussimilar  every  year, 
md  consequently  never,  during  the  Ust 
ninety-nine  years,  have  you  been  justified 
in  carrying  out  the  transaction  of  1817, 
which,  let  mo  observe,  catmot  supersede 
the  Treaty  of  the  Union.  The  Act  of 
Union  was  a  treaty  made  Ixitwecn  two 
nations;  the  Act  of  1817  was  made  by 
yourselves.  It  destroyed  one  of  the 
fundamental  articles  of  the  Act  of  Union; 
you  had  no  moral  authority  to  do  such  an 
act,  and  you  have  no  moral  authority  fw 
continuing  it  now.  Well,  but,  if  all  tiiis 
be  80,  the  Act  of  Union,  as  wc  contend, 
answers  every  criticism  made  in  reply  to 
our  case.  Take  the  first:  the  i"ight  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
saya  that  no  injustice  is  done  because 
everyone  is  taxed  alike  in  England  and 
in  Ireland.  Why  that  is  our  grievance, 
that  is  the  very  tiling  we  complain  of, 
because  wo   have   a  right  according 


Moml}er  for  Watcrford,  and,  certainly 
not  least,  the  speeches  of  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Plymouth  have  so 
stated  our  case,  and  proved  it  so 
conclusively,  that  I  am  relieved  from 
going  over  ground  so  frequently 
trodden  and  with  such  eflfect.  I  do  not 
intend,  therefore,  to  do  more  than  glance 
in  outline  at  our  case ;  and  answer,  if  I 
may  respectfully  say  sO,  some  points  in 
the  last  speech  delivered  on  this  subject 
by  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury.  We 
take  our  stand  upon  what  the  Unionist 
Memlwi-s  of  thi»  House  seem  to  regard 
as  almost  an  ^Vrk  of  the  Covenant 
— I  mean  the  Act  of  Union,  and 
ewpecially  on  the  seventh  article  of  that 
Aul.  i  do  not  know  whether  hon. 
Menilnirs  on  ihe  other  side,  who  .speak 
so  frfibly  on  thin  subject  apiinut  our  e;ise, 
have  ever  read  that  article.  If  ibey  have 
not,  I  wo\dd,  in  all  huniilily,  advise  them 
to  read  il,  because  they  will  find  there 
the  whole  justification  not  only  for  our 
action,  but  tor  the  venlict  of  the  lloyal 
Commisaiun.  At  the  time  of  the  Union 
Ireland  and  England  had  certain  debts, 
and  the  debt  of  Ireland  was  very  much 
smaller  in  comparison  than  the  debt  of 
England  ;  not  only  that,  but  the  circum- 
staneea  of  the  two  countries  were  very 
dissimilar,  and  accordingly  the  authors  of 
the  Union — Pitt  and  Castlereagh — volun- 
tarily declared  that  it  would  be  unjust  to 
tax  Ireland  and  England  on  the  same 
level,  and  they,  consequently,  provided 
that  the  countries  should  not  be  taxed  on 
the  same  \«vel  until  their  circumstancee 
had  become  similar  and  until  the  debts  of 
the  two  countries  had  approached  a  certain 
proportion  toeachother.  That  seemed  a  fair 
offer,  and  probably  would  have  been  a  fair 
offer,  if  the  proportion  which  Ireland  was 
to  |)ay  the  Imperial  expenditure  had 
Ihjcu  fixed  at  a  proper  fignro.  But  it  was 
fixed  at  a  figure  which  the  Irish  House  of 
Lords  and  all  the  patriotic  party  and  all 
unpurchased  intellect  of  Ireland  declared 
would  prove  the  ruin  of  the  country.  The 
natural  consequence  vfos  that  your  taxa- 
tion, owing  to  your  foreign  wars,  ha\ing 
risen  [by  leaps  and  boimds,  our  taxation 
rose  similarly.  You  broke  the  treaty  as 
soon  as  ever  it  was  made,  because  one  of 
its  conditions  was  that  you  were  to  borrow 
not  on  the  separate  credit  of  each 
country,  but  on  the  joint  credit  of  both, 
and  instead  of  that,  vhen  Ireland  could 
not  pay  the  preposterous  sum  you  de- 
nuuKwd  of  her,  you  broke  the  treaty  in 
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to  the   Act   of  Union  to  be  taxed 
lower  than    you  are,  and  merely  to 
put  us  on  an  equality  is  doing  us  an  in- 
justice.   Take  again  the  suggestion  of  the 
late  Leader  of  the  Opposition — I  don't 
know  what  position  he  occupies  now.  He 
says,  "  I  cannot  agree  to  discriminate  in 
the  matter  of  taxation,  but  if  you  Irish 
Members  will  only  help  me  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  tea  and  tobacco  and  put  it  on 
the  income  tax,  I  will  be  quite  ready  to 
take  that  course."   He  does  not  see  that 
the  benefiting  of  the  poorer  classes  in 
England   and  Ireland   equally  —  which 
would  be  the  result  of  such  a  course — 
is  absolutely  shutting  his  eyes  to  our 
case.   I  say  if  you  reduce  the  taxation  of 
tea  in  England  and  Ireland  to-morrow,  if 
you  abotiah  it  altogether,  it  will  not  abolish 
oar  grievance  or  diminish  it  one  atom, 
because  the  poor  in  Ireland  are  entitled 
to  be  taxed  less  heavily  than  their  brethren 
in  England.    Then  again  we  ore  told  that 
it  is  only  the  individual  who  is  taxed ;  that 
it  is  all  a  mistake  to  think  that  Ireland  is 
taxed.     That  is  the  argument  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury.    Well,  Sir,  I  think  it  is 
time  to  give  up  that  sort  of  ar^ment.  I 
again  say  that  the  answer  to  it  is  to  be 
found  in  the  7th  Article  of  the  Act  of 
Union.  It  is  the  individuals  living  within 
a  certain  prescribed  area  who  were  to 
bo  taken  into  consideration,  and  again 
I  say  that  the  7th  Article  is  my  answer 
to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  when  he  talks 
of  the  individual  and  not  the  country 
being    taxed.     Then  the   right  hon. 
Gentleman    asks,    '*  Are    the  existing 
taxes  injurious  to    the    industries  of 
Ireland,  or  oppressive  to  the  individual  1 " 
There  is  nothing  in  the  Act  of  Union 
about  taxation  being  injurious  to  Irish 
industries  or  oppressive  to  the  individual. 
The  Act  says  that  it  is  Ireland  that  is  to 
be  taken  into  account.  Lord  Caatlereagh, 
speaking  on  this  subject,  said — 

"As  to  the  fntore  it  is  expected  that  the 
two  countries  shall  move  forward  together  and 
Qnite  as  to  expenditure  in  the  nieaaare  of 
their  relative  resources.  Ireland  ha»  in  the 
7th  Article  of  the  treaty  the  utmost  pouible 
security  that  the  cannot  be  taxed  beyond  the 
measure  of  her  comparative  ability,  and  the 
rate  of  her  contribotion  must  ever  correspond 
to  her  relative  wealth  and  proaperity." 

That  is  the  Seventh  Article  explained. 
It  is  not  whether  taxation  is  injurious  to 
any  particular  Irish  industries  or  oppres- 
sive to  any  particular  individuals  in 
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Ireland,  but  whether  Ireland,  as  a  whole, 
is  taxed  beyond  her  relative  taxable 
capacity.  At  the  same  time,  it  is  obvious 
that  not  merely  some  industries,  but  all 
industries,  and  not  merely  some  in- 
dividuals, but  the  whole  people,  must  be,^ 
if  the  country  as  a  whole  is  overtaxed. 
The  arguments  on  this  subject  are  so 
plain  that  I  will  forbear  to  go  tAirough 
I  them.  I  should  like,  however,  to 
refer  to  one  or  two  authorities  who 
will  be  respected  in  tbis  House.  The 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  was,  I  be- 
lieve, the  first  to  appoint  a  Committee  to 
enquire  into  this  question  in  1890.  The 
right  hon.  Grentleman  was  responsible  for 
the  reference  to  that  Committee,  and 
none  of  the  arguments  we  now  hear  were 
raised  in  that  reference.  It  was  not  the 
grievance  of  the'  individual  that  was  to 
be  enquired  into,  but  of  the  country,  and 
when  I  am  told  that  we  are  not  now  to  be 
treated  as  a  fiscal  entity,  I  ask  whether  the 
Government  have  any  sense  of  consistenoy. 
Another  gentleman  who  is  veiy  much 
before  the  public  at  present — Sir  Alfred 
Milner — wrote  a  very  remarkable  article 
in  the  Editdmrgh  Review^  in  which  he 
answered  all  the  statesmen  and  politicians 
who  say  that  Ireland  is  not  now  to  be 
treated  as  a  separate  entity  in  matters  of 
finance.  He  said  that  the  separate  con- 
sideration of  Ireland  was  recognised  in  the 
Act  of  Union,  and  to  refuse  so  to  regard  it, 
even  if  defensible,  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  cowardly  and  impolitic.  I  liave 
no  hesitation  in  saying — I  do  not  mean 
to  speak  with  disrespect  of  anybody — 
that  our  case  has  been  met  by  a  series  of 
puerilities  and  inconsistencies,  of  which" 
their  authors  ought  to  be  ashamed.  Take 
some  of  them.  The  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  made  a  famous  speech  at  Man- 
chester— I  do  not  think  he  has  repeated 
it  in  this  House — in  which  he  said — 

"  Where  is  the  grievanee  t  All  Uiis  taxation 
is  raised  from  duties  on  comniodiities.  Stop 
using  tfa«se  commodities  and  there  is  no  taxa- 
tion. It  is  within  ttie  cower  of  the  Irish  people 
to  put  an  end  to  their  own  erievance." 

If  this  is  so,  the  whole  case  for  Free 
Trade  is  gone.  Put  a  tax  on  food  and  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  would  answer  in 
defence  of  such  a  policy,  "  You  need  not 
eat  bread  or  bake  fiour ;  you  have,  there- 
fore, no  grievance."  The  case  for  an 
income  tax  is  gone  too.  The  taxation  of  in- 
comes is  intended  to  equalise  thadifierence- 
between  the  burthens  on  personal  and 
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real  property,  but  if  you  tax  commodities 
aufiiciently,  according  to  the  argument  of 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  there  is 
no  reason  for  income  tax  at  all,  because, 
if  persons  choose  to  buy  dutiable  com- 
modities, they  tax  themselves  Toluntarily. 
When  the  right  hoa.  Greiitleman  a^s  that 
we  need  not  consume  these  utiofes,  the 
answer  i%  as'  every  man  knows  who 
examines  his  own  conscienoe  in  the 
matter,  that  a  man  buys  articles  vohin- 
tarily,  but  pays  the  duty  involuntarily, 
and  perhaps  sometimes  with  the  help 
of  the  policeman  and  the  excise  officer. 
Then  there  is  another  puerile  argument. 
The  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  says: 
"Tax  Ireland  sufficiently,  and  you 
remedy  all  its  financial  grievances."  He 
was  ridiculing  the  idea  that  the 
taxation  of  Ireland  ought  to  be  regulated 
by  the  compaiatiTe  taxable  capacity  of 
the  country.  He  says  that's  all  nonsense ; 
if  Ireluid  pays  2^  millions  in  excess,  and 
if  the  taxation  raised  on  tea,  tobacco,  and 
spirits  is  increased  by  that  amount,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  poorer  classes 
in  Ireland  to  enjoy  these  three  articles, 
which  they  would  then  cease  to  consume, 
and  the  Irish  grievance  would  disappear, 
because  Ireland  would  pay  nothing 
if  it  did  not  consume  any  of  these 
articles.  Let  me  present  another 
rediuHo  ad  absttrdum.  There  is  a  better 
and  more  effective  war  of  remedying  the 
wrongs  of  Ireland.   Kill  the  people  alto- 

fitfaer.  Wipe  them  out.  Send  over  your 
ordenfelts,  if  you  can  spare  any  from 
South  Africa,  turn  them  on  the  Irish 
people,  and  all  Irish  grievances  will  dis- 
appear. Ireland  would,  according  to  the 
argument  of  the  rieht  hon.  Gentleman, 
pay  no  taxes,  but  the  real  fact  is  that  a 
number  of  poor  people  would  be  deprived 
of  the  comforts  and  necessities  of  life 
without  any  public  advantage,  and  the 
burden  would  be  changed  from  a  financial 
into  an  economic  <Hie.  I^en  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  gives  us  another 
rttdudio  ad  absiirdum.  n<&  says  reduce  the 
duty  on  tea,  tobacco,  and  spirits,  and  you 
may  find  that  the  amount  paid  in  taxation 
will  increase.  There  would  be  no  ^ev- 
ance  in  that ;  you  would  be  simply 
getting  tea,  tobacco,  and  spirits  cheaper, 
and  if  you  were  paying  more  duty  you 
would  be  drinking  more  tea  and  spirits 
and  smoking  more  tobacco  at  leas  cost. 
I  now  come  to  the  test  point  made 
against  us.  It  appears  we  get  a  set  off. 
The  First  Lord  aamits  the  findings  (rf  the 
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Commission,  but  he  says  that  there  is, 
after  all,  no  injustice,  because  there  is  this 
set-off.  Although  I  have  been  accustomed 
to  expect  that  sort  of  aivumtot  from  him 
and  others,  fae  astonished  me  when  he 
made  out  in  this  House  thatwe  were  get- 
ting about  j£365,000  a  year  more  than  we 
gave.  I  want  to  make  two  or  three 
remarks  vmm  this  question  of  set-off'.  In 
the  first  place  I  say  there  can  be  no  such 
thing  according  to  law.  The  Act  that 
you  yourself  here  passed  in  1817  declared 
in  the  most  express  language  that  the 
expenditure  out  of  the  Consolidated  Fund 
of  the  United  Kingdom  should  be  made 
indiscriminately  wherever  it  was  required. 
I  have  authority  here  for  stating — 
although  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  called 
upon  to  read  it,  because  it  would  delay 
the  House — that  the  provision  in  the  Act 
of  1817  regarding  indiscriminate  expen- 
diture has  always  up  to  the  present^  in 
the  opinion  of  all  your  loading  statesmen, 
cut  at  the  vet'y  root  of  the  theory  of  a 
set-off.  You  cannot  have  a  set-off  accord- 
ing to  law.  I  say,  moreover,  that  theory 
is  intrinsically  ludicrous.  Suppose  it  was 
carried  out,  then,  what  are  you  going  to 
do  with  Gibraltar  ?  What  taxes  do  you 
get  from  Gibraltar!  I  do  not  know 
that  you  get  any  at  all,  but  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  you  do  not  get 
one  thousandth  part  (A  what  you  spend 
there.  Will  you,  neverdieless,  say  that, 
if  the  inhabitants  of  Gibraltar  complain 
of  over-taxation  there  is  a  set-oflT?  Or 
again,  take  Portsmouth.  You  have  a 
tremendous  case  of  a  set-off  against 
Portsmouth.  Portsmouth  must  have 
millions  a  year  spent  upon  it,  and  I  doubt 
if  it  gives  you  £10,000  a  year  in  taxa- 
tion. But  do  you  say  that  setoff  aj^dies 
here  ?  The  absuitlity  of  the  theory  was, 
however,  best  demonstrated  by  the  answer 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Flymouth. 
He  saya— 

"  DonUe  the  police  force  of  Ireland,  and  you 
will  Temedy  Ireland's  grievance,  becaoae  yon 
will  give  back  the  money  Uiat  yoa  take  froiu 

All  the  complaint  we  hear  about  over- 
taxation in  France,  in  Italy,  in  Turkev 
is  all  bosh  if  this  theory  of  a  •et<^ 
is  allowed  at  all.  I  have  heard  question 
after  question  asked  in  this  House  about 
the  wa^  the  Fellaheen  of  £gy^  and  the 
Christian  subjeets  (rf  the  Porte  m  Armenia 
and  elsewhere  used  to  be  plundered  by 
excessiye,  taxation.   Bat  they  get  it  all 
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back — sometimes  in  the  shape  of  lead 

to  shoot  them,  sometimes  in  the,  shape 
of  halters  to  hang  them,  but  at  all  events 
they  get  it  back.  The  money  extracted 
from  them  is  all  spent  in  the  country. 
Every  penny  that  is  raised  out  of 
Armenia  is  spent  in  Armenia.  Armenia, 
therefore,  according  to  the  First  Lord  ' 
of  the  Treasury,  has  no  financial 
grievance.  ^Vhat  compeiuation  is  it 
to  the  Cwuiemara  peaaant^  who  pays 
for  his  tobacco  uid  tea  a  good  deal  mtve 
than  his  rent  every  yeu* — what  compensa- 
tion is  it  to  him  to  hear  that  the  police 
force  in  Ireland  is  doubled  ?  What  a 
great  consolation  it  is  to  him  to  hear  that 
the  Chief  Secretary  has  enpent  another 
X1,000  upon  his  lodge,  or  that  £100  has  | 
been  spent  in  decorating  St.  Patrick's 
Hall  in  Dublin  Castle  I  The  thing  is  too 
ridiculous  to  argue.  Even  if  you  oought 
the  hay  for  your  troops  in  Kildare,  what 
would  the  people  gain  1  They  would  only 
get  the  extra  profit  which  the  inereased 
demand  for  hay  would  give,  that  is  all. 
I  say  that  this  theory  of  set-off  is  there- 
fore not  only  contrary  to  law,  but  is 
in  theory  absolutely  and  intrinsically 
ludicrous.  But  it  is  not  merely 
puerilities,  but  inconsistencies  that  are 
resorted  to  in  order  to  make  up 
the  budget  of  the  First  Lord. 
Sometimes  the  position  taken  up  is 
that  the  place  o{  escpenditure  is  the 
test ;  that  is  when  you  want  to 
prove  a  aet-ofil  When  you  want  to 
establish  a  aoir<iS  you  say  the  place  of 
expenditure  benefits,  and  ccmsequenUy 
you  have  an  overwhelming  case.  There  is 
BO  much  that  goes  to  Ireland,  and 
Ireland  gets  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
where,  you  say,  is  your  grievance  1 
But  I  observe  that  when  you  come  to 
find  out  what  is  Imperial  expenditure,  the 
place  of  expenditure, is  not  the  test  at  all. 
For  instance,  here  are  items  which  I 
think  everyone  in  the  House  will  regard 
AS  being  oi  an  Imperial  character :  Vmun- 
teers — they  are  Imperial;  War  Office — 
that  is  Imperial;  ordnance  factories — 
that  is  Imperial ;  militai^  education, 
shipbuilding  and  other  thuigs  of  that 
kind — all  that  is  Imperial.  But  it  is  not 
Imperial  aoecading  to  your  own  principle, 
because  all  of  it  is  spent  in  England.  If  you 
flay  that  the  cost  <u  constabulary  is  to  be 
43hai|fed  to  the  debit  of  Ireland  because 
the  moBer  is  spent  in  Ireland,  then  I  say 
jou  to  deduct  the  £19,000,000 

expended  on  the  items  I  have  pointed  ot^ 


and  debit  them  to  the  loc^  ez|»enditure 
in  England.  Have  some  principle,  and 
act  upon  it ;  but  for  Heaven's  sake  do  not 
go  for  two  principles — one  to  suit  your- 
selves in  the  one  country,  and  the  other 
to  defeat  us  in  the  other  country.  Let 
me  now  take  two  or  three  items  which 
i  in  the  budget  of  the  First  Lord 
make  up  the  great  account  against  us. 
There  is  the  constabulary  vote.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  is  quite  satisfied 
to  put  half  oli  that  tnily  to  the 
debit  of  Ireland.  But  not  even 
half  the  constabulary  grant  ought 
to  be  chained  against  Ireland,  because 
the  half  which  he  would  now  debit  us 
with  was  expressly  made  an  Imperial 
;  charge  as  compensation  for  the  ruin  in 
flicted  on  Ireland  by  the  repeal  of  the 
Com  Laws.  Now  you  want  to  take  it 
off  the  Consolidated  Fund  to  establish, 
forsooth,  this  set-ofi".  Then  take 
the  Agricultural  Gruit.  The  right  hon. 
(Jentlemui  assumes  that  Uiat  is  to  be 
treated  as  local  expenditure  in  Ireland. 
I  deny  it.  Not  a  penny  of  it  ought  to 
be  treated  as  Irish  local  expenditure. 
It  was  given  aa  part  of  a  scheme  for 
relieving  agricultural  distress  in  the  three 
kingdoms.  It  was  given  to  Scotland  on 
the  same  principle;  it  was  given  to 
England  on  the  same  principle,  and  it  is 
plainly  an  Imperial  charge.  And,  by  the 
way,  two  years'  arrears  of  this  grant 
is  due  to  us,aiull  am  veiy  much  afraid  that 
we  may  never  see  the  colour  of  the 
money,  for  we  have  not  even  got  the 
interest  on  the  insufficient  Agricultural 
Grant.  Then  the  produce  of  the  local 
taxation  licences  spent  in  Ireland  is 
considered  again  as  Imperial  expendi- 
ture. Why  should  it  be  ?  The 
very  same  sort  of  licences  exist  in 
England,  and  their  produce  is  ear- 
marked for  England,  and  they  do  not 
go  into  the  Imperial  accounts.  The 
same  thing  happens  in  Scotland  ;  they 
are  regarded  there  as  outode  the  Imperial 
account.  By  what  audacity  can  you 
assume  to  treat  the  proceeds  of  the  looal 
taxation  licences  in  Ireland  in  a  different 
manner  1  One  item  really  astonished  me. 
The  cost  of  the  collection  of  Imperial  taxes 
comes  to  about  £241,000  a  year  in 
Ireland,  and  actually  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury,  in  order  to  make  up  the 
astonishing  budget  to  which  I  have 
already  referred,  and  which  makes  it 
appear  aa  if  there  were  an  Irish  deficit 
every  ynar  of  £360,000,  debits  Ireland 
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with  the  cost  of  collecting  the 
revenue,  part  of  which  is  used 
for  the  support  of  the  troops  in  South 
Africa.  A  more  preposterous  idea  Z  have 
never  heard,  and  I  do  not  think  anybody 
in  hia  senses  ever  dreunt  of.  There  are 
several  other  items  of  expenditure  which 
are  distinctly  Imperial,  bat  which  you 
choose  to  treat  as  Irish  expenditure  in 
the  face  of  all  reason.  Take  the  cost  of 
stationery ;  you  use  stationery  for  your 
{rovemment  offices  in  Dublin,  and  you  do 
not  buy  a  sheet  of  paper  in  Dublin.  In  my 
constituency  there  are  excellent  paper  mills 
conducted  by  a  political  opponent  of  mine, 
a  very  sucoessf  ul  and  enterprising  business 
man — a  Mr.  Drury.  Yet  you  do  not  get  a 
pound  of  paper  from  him ;  his  mills  may 
go  idle  although  he  makes  excellent  paper. 
You  do  not  buy  a  single  sheet  of  paper 
in  Ireland,  and  yet  you  charge  the  cost 
of  your  stationery  to  the  local  expendi- 
ture of  Ireland,  although  it  is  all  used 
for  the  purposes  of  the  Imperial  Govern- 
ment. It  is  a  fraud  and  a  humbug  to 
talk  of  a  set-off  at  all.  Now  I  have  only 
a  few  more  words  to  say.  We  have  been 
met  in  this  matter  by  puerilities,  in- 
consistencies, and  meannesses  through- 
out the  whole  of  tiiis  century,  ^u 
began  your  series  of  thefts  last  century 
when  you  increased  the  Irish  debt  by 
palming  off  all  sorts  of  doubtful 
characters,  whom  you  dared  not  provide 
for  in  this  country,  on  to  our  pension  list. 
The  Irish  pension  list,  to  use  the  famous 
words  of  John  Philpot  Curran,  contained 
every,  description  of  man,  woman,  and 
child,  from  the  exalted  excellence  of  a 
Hawke  or  a  Rodney  to  the  debased 
situation  of  the  lady  who  humbleth 
herself  that  she  may  be  exalted.  Then 
you  endowed  Maynooth  from  Imperial 
funds,  and  when  you  were'  paying  off 
Maynooth  you  charged  the  compensation 
on  to  the  Irish  Church  Fund.  And 
then  what  is  it  you  del  You  ask  22 J 
years'  purchase  from  the  Irish  tithe- 
payers,  and  at  the  same  moment  you 
value  your  own  security — the  security  of 
the  British  Government — for  the  pay- 
ment of  this  annuity  at  fourteen  years' 
purchase.  You  robbed  Ireland  of 
£.370,000,  and  you  robbed  Maynooth 
of  ^400,000  hy  this  financial  trick. 
And  you  did  not  treat  the  Roman 
Catholics  exceptionally,  for  there  was  a 
grant  made  to  the  Presbyterians,  your 
Mr.  Clancy. 


faithful  followers  in  Ireland,  and  they 
were  treated  in  the  same  way — robbed  of 
half  their  grant,  and  Ireland  robbed  of 
the  rest.  You  are  going  on  in  the  same 
way  atilL  The  money  in  the  savings 
bfmhs  in  Ireland  yidds  to  investors 
only  2^  per  cent.  —  I  do  not  think 
it  gives  80  much ;  the  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  will  probably  correct 
me — but  what  have  you  been  doing  t 
You  have  been  lending  it  through 
the  Board  of  Works  to  the  Irish  local 
authorities  at  3^  per  cent.    You  get  the 

{)roduce  of  the  sale  of  quit  rents  in  Ire- 
and,  and  what  do  you  do  with  that  f  It 
is  Irish  property.  A  Parliamentary 
Return  contains  on  its  face  the  unblushing 
statement  that  it  is  used  for  the  purpose 
of  a  certain  profit  to  the  Treasuir  of 
England.  Yet  the  First  Loid  of  the  Trea- 
sury tells  us  that  England  is  to  treat 
Ireland  because  of  the  past  with  British 
generosity  and  British  benevolence.  I 
wish  to  God  she  would  show  it  by 
ceasing  to  rob  us;  I  for  one  would 
prefer  to  have  my  own  property  left 
to  me  than  to  have  it  taken  away  and 
be  compensated  by  your  alms.  At 
the  same  time,  I  have  to  say  this : 
that  you  have  robbed  us  of  so 
much,  that  you  are  robbing  us  still 
of  80  much,  you  are  bound  to  make 
restitution ;  and  I  warn  yon  that,  no 
matter  what  restitution  you  make,  unless 
you  cease  the  system  of  robbing,  you  will 
never  get  any  thanks  from  the  Irish 
people.  We  do  not  know  what  will 
happen  during  the  next  few  years,  hut 
for  my  own  part  I  should  be  untrue  to 
myself  and  untrue  to  my  constituents  and 
to  the  interests  oS  my  country  if  I  did  not 
say  that  we  regarcfour  case  as  proved. 
We  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  you  are 
robbing  us  of  at  least  several  millions  a 
year ;  and  whatever  be  the  result  of  this 
debate  in  this  House,  we  will  go  on 
year  after  year  making  this  motion  and 
that  motion,  disturbing  your  arrange- 
ments, and,  if  necessary,  discrediting 
your  Parliament,  until  we  make  you  stop 
this  system  of  robbery,  which  is  a  dis- 
grace to  you,  as  well  as  an  injury  to  us. 
Sir,  I  beg  to  move  the  Amendment. 

Debate  adjourned  till  to-morrow. 

Adjoomed  at  Five  minoteH  before 
Twelve  of  the  clock. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Friday,  9/&  February  1900. 


EARL  OF  MEXBOROUGH. 

Report  made  from  the  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, that  the  right  of  John  Horatio 
Earl  of  Mexborough  to  vote  at  the 
elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland  has  been  established  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Lord  Chancellor  j  read, 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

J*  ADDRESS. 

'I      The  Queen's  Answer  to  the  Address  of 

^  Tuesday,  the   30th  of  January  last, 

,^  reported,  and  Address  and  Answer  to  be 

^  printed  and  published. 

^   


I         PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

^  The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted  the 
I  Honse  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments 
1  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certificates 
"  from  the  Examiners  that  the  Standing 
Ordeis  applicable  to  the  following  Bilu 
J.  have  been  complied  with  : — 

9       Aberdeen  Police  and  Improvement. 
^      Airdrie,  Coatbridge,  and  District  Water 
•5  Trust. 

I       Array  and  Navy  Investment  Trust, 
i       Aston  Manor  Tramways. 
I       Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway. 
5       Barry  Rulway  (Steam  Vessels). 
^      Bedford  Gas. 

4      Belfast  and  County  Down  Railway. 
^      Bezhill  and  Rotherfield  Railway. 
^      Birmingham  Corporation  (Stock). 
P    '  Birmingham  (King  Edward  the  Sixth) 
^  Schools, 
i;      Birmingham  University. 
%      Bournemouth  Corporation. 
''J  •     Bradford  Corporation. 
=       Bray  and  Enniskerry  Railway. 
^      Brewery  and  Commercial  Investment 
Trust. 

Bri^^ton  Corporation. 

Bristol  Corporation. 

Bristol  Water. 

British  Oas  Li^ht  Company  (Stafford- 
shire Pottenes). 

Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Rail- 
way. 

Buckingham,  Towcester,  and  Metropo- 
litan Junction  Railway. 
Burnley  Corporation. 
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Bury  and  District  Water  (Transfer). 
Caledonian  Railway. 
Gharinff  Cross  and  Strand  Electricity 
Supply. 

Charing  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead 

Railway. 
Chelsea  Water. 
Cheltenham  Improvements. 
Cheshire  Lines  Committee. 
Church's  Patent. 

City  and  South  London  Railway. 

City  of  London  Electric  Lighting. 

City  of  London  (Various  Powers). 

Cleethorpes  Gas. 

Glontarf  Urban  District  CoundL 

Clyde  Navigation. 

Colonial  Bank. 

Commercial  Union  Assurance  Company. 
Cork,   Bandon,     and    South  Coast 
Railway. 

County  of  London  and  Brush  Pro- 
vincial Electric  Lighting. 
Coventry  Corporation. 
Cowes  Pier. 

Crowborough  District  Water  (Gas 
Transfer). 

Croydon  Tramways  and  Improvements. 
Crystal  Palace  Company. 
D«tme  Valley  Railway. 
Donegal  Railway. 
Dorking  Water. 
Dublin  Corporation. 
Dublin,  Wickbw,  and  Wexford  Rail- 
way. 
Dundee  Harbour. 

Durham  (County  of)  El^ttric  Power 
Supply. 

East  London  Water. 

East  Shropshire  Water. 

East  Stirhngshire  Water. 

Edinburgh  Corporation. 

Edinbui^h  District  Lunacy  Board. 

Exeter  (5orporation. 

Exmouth  and  District  Water. 

Exmouth  Urban  District  Watw. 

Falkirk  and  District  Water. 

F^kirk  Corpora^on. 

Famworth  Urban  District  Council. 

Fishguard  and  Rosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Gas. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke  Company. 

Gas  Light  and  Coke,  Commercial  Gras, 
and  South  Metropolitan  Gas  Com- 
panies. 

Glasgow  and  South- Western  Railway. 
Glasgow  Building  Regulations. 
Glastonbury  and  Street  Gas. 
Glastonbury  Corporation  Gas. 
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Gljncorrwg  Urban  District  Council 
Gas. 

Grovemment  Stock  and  other  Securities 
Investment  Company. 

Grantham  Gas. 

Great  Berkhampstead  Water. 

Great  Central  Bailway. 

Great  Eastern  Railway. 

Great  Northern  Railway. 

Great  Northern  Railway  (Irelami). 

Great  Southern  and  -Westem  and 
Waterford  and  Central  Ireland  Rail- 
way Companies  Amalgamation. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and 
Waterford,  Limerick,  and  Western 
Railway  Companies  Amalgamation. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway. 

Great  W^estem  Railway. 

Great  Yarmouth  Port  and  Haven. 

Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868,  Amend- 
ment. 

Gwyrfai  Rural  District  Council  Water. 
Halifax  Corporation. 
Hamilton  Burgh. 
Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water. 
Hastings  Corporation. 
Hastings  Harbour. 
Hastings  Tramways. 
Hemel  Hempstead  Corporation  (Water). 
Higham  Ferrers  Water. 
Hoyliike  and  West  Kirkby  Improve- 
ments 

Huddersfield  Corporation  Tramways. 
Huntingdon  Corporation. 
Ilfracombe  Improvement. 
Ipswich  Coiporation  Tramways. 
Jarrow  and  Hebbum Electricity  Supply. 
Kingscourt,  Ready,  and  Armagh  Rail- 
way. 

Kingston-upon-Tharaes  Corporation. 
Kingston-upon-Thames  Gas. 
Knott  End  Raihvay. 
Lambeth  Water. 

Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway. 
Lancashire,  Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast 

Railway. 
Lancashire  Electric  Power. 
Lancashire  Inebi-tates  Acts  Board. 
Lancaster  Corporation. 
Latimer  Road  and  Acton  Railway. 
Lee  Conservancy. 
Lincoln  Corporation  (Tramways). 
Liverpool  Corporation. 
Liverpool  Overhead  Railway. 
London    and    India    Docks  Joint 

Committee. 
lA>ndon  and  North-Westem  Railway. 
London  and  North-AVcstem  Railway 

(Wales). 


London  and  Saint  Katharine  Docks 
and  East  and  West  India  Dock 
Companies. 

London  and  South- Western  Railway. 

London,  Brighton,  and  South  Coast 
Railway. 

London  Coonty  Council  (Compulsory 

Purchase  of  Land). 
London     County    Counoil  (General 

Powers). 

London  County  Council  (Improve- 
ments). 

London  County  Council  (Spitalfields 

Market). 

London  Hydraulic  Power  Company. 

London  Sea  W^ater  Supply. 

London,   Walthamstow,  and  Epping 

.  Forest  Railway. 

London  Water  (Purchase). 

London  Water  (Welsh  Supply). 

Lowestoft  Railway. 

Maidenhead  Gas. 

Manchester  City  Railway. 

Manchester  and    Liverpool  Electric 

Express  Railway. 
Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Margate  Corporation. 
Margate  Pier  and  Harbour. 
Market  W^eighton  Drainage  and  XaW- 

gation. 
Maryport  Harbour. 
Menstone  W^ater  (Transfer). 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
Mersey  Railway. 
Metropolitan  District  Railway. 
MetrcHjolitan  Water  Companies. 
Mid-Kent  Water. 

Midland  Great  Westem  Railway  of 

Ireland. 
Midland  Railway. 
Milford  Docks. 

Morecambe  Urban  District  Council 

(Gas). 
Morley  Corporation. 
Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway. 
Motherwell  Water. 
Mountain  Ash  Water. 
Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  Dalmellitig- 

ton  Railways  (Abandonment). 
Neath  Harbour. 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Electric  Supply. 

Newport  Corporation. 

Newport  (Monmouthshire)  (ras. 

New  Russia  Company. 

Newtown  and  Llanllwchaiam  Urlian 

District  Gas. 
North  British  Railway. 
North-Eastem  Railway. 
North-Eastern  liatlway  (Steam  Vessels). 
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North  Metropolitan  Eleotrio  Power 

Supply, 

North  Metropolitan  Bailway  and  Canal. 
North  Warwickshire  Water. 
Nottingham  Corporation. 
'Oldham  Corporation. 
Ossett  Corporation  Gas. 
•Ossett  Gas. 

•Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water. 
IPaignton  Urban  District  Watec 
Pontefract  Park. 
Preston  Corporation. 
PurSeet  and  Gravesend  Junction  fiail- 
way. 

iRamsgate  Corporation  Improvements. 
IRawmarsh    Urban    District  Council 

(Tramways). 
Beading  Corporation  (Tramways). 
Redhill  Gas. 

Rhymney  Iron  Company. 
Rhymney  Railway. 

Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 

Water. 
Rotherham  Corporation. 
Rotherbithe  and  Batcliffe  Tunnel 
£ug8ley  Gas. 
St.  Alban's  Water. 

.St.  David's  Bulway  (Additional 
Powers). 

Salford  Corporation. 

•Scarborough  Corporation. 

Scottish  American  Investment  Com- 
pany. 

'Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assur- 
ance Society. 

:  Sheffield  Corporation. 

Sheffield  District  Railway. 

:Southampton  Harbour. 

,South-Eastern  and  London,  'Chathun 
and  Dover  Railways. 

"South-Eastern  Railway. 

South  Essex  Water. 

South  Essex  Water  Board. 

South  Lancashire  Tramways. 

South  Metropolitan  Ooa, 

Southport  Corporation. 

:Sonthport  Extension  and  Tramways. 

Southport  Water. 

South  Shields  Corporation. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways. 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  Dis- 
tribution. 

:  Spalding    Urban    District  Council 

(Water.) 

:  Stockport  Corporation  Tramways. 
Sunderland  Corporation. 
-Sutton  District  Water. 
■.Taff  Vale  Railway. 


Taunton  Corporation. 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Council 

Tyneside  Electric  Power. 
Universal  Life  Assurance  Society. 
Vale  of  Rheidol  Light  Railway. 
Wakefield  Corporation  Market. 
Wandsworth  and  Putney  Gas. 
West  Bromwich  Corporation. 
West  Ham  Corporation. 
Westgate  and  Birehington  Water 
Wetherby  Districti  Water. 
Whitechapel  and  Bow  Bailway. 
Widnes  and  Runcorn  Bridge. 
Wirral  Railway. 

Withington  Urban  District  Council. 
Wolverhampton,  Essington,  and  Can- 
nock Chase  Junction  Railway. 
Wolverhampton  Gas. 
Woodbridge  District  Water. 
Workington  Railways  and  Docks. 

And  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  not  neen  complied  with  : — 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways. 

County  and  City  of  Dublin  Electric 
Lighting. 

Cardiff  Corporation. 

Newry,  Keady,  and  Tynan  Light  Rail- 
way. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power. 
Devonporfc  Corporation. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table 


RETUHNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COMPANIES  (WINDING-UP)  ACT,  1890. 

General  Rules  made  pursuant  to  Section 
26  of  the  Companies  (Winding-Up)  Act, 
1890,  dated  28th  Decemlwr,  1899. 

POLLIN(i  DISTRICTS  (COUNTY  OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND). 

Order  made  by  the  County  Council  of 
Northumberlancl  dividing  into  polling 
districts  so  much  of  the  Tyneside  Parlia- 
mentary division  of  the  Counby  of 
Northumberland  as  is  comprised  in  the 
parishes  of  Camperdown,  Longbenton,and 
Weetslado. 

Laid  before  the  House  (pursuant  to 
Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

2  Q  2 
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INEBRIATES  AMENDMENT  (SCOT- 
LAND) BILL  [H.L.] 
A  Bill  to  amend  the  Inebriates  Acts, 
1879  to  1899,  for  Scotland— Was  pre- 
sented by  the  Lord  Balfour;  read 
and  to  be  printed.    (Na  9.) 

Honae  adjourned  at  half-pMt  Four  of 
the  clodCfto  Monday  next,  a 
quarter  before  Eleven  of  toe 
clock. 
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LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896.  NEW  BILL 

I.  Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and 
confiormed  by  the  Board  of  Trade, 
authorising  the  construction  of  a 
light  railway — 

1.  In  the  county  of  Essex,  from 
Kelredon  to  Coggeshall. 

2.  In  the  West  Biding  of  the 
county  of  York,  from  Bradford 
to  Leeds. 

3.  In  the  county  of  Caithness, 
between  Wick  and  Lybster. 

4.  In  the  West  Biding  of  the 
county  of  York,  in  and  near 
the  borough  of  Doncaster. 

5.  In  the  county  of  Kent, 
between  Cranbrook  and  Ten- 
terden,  in  extension  of  the 
Bother  Valley  (Light)  Rail- 
way, and  the  construction  and 
working  of  that  railway  as  a 
light  railway. 

^.  In  the  county  of  Lincoln,  from 
Lincoln  to  Scawby. 

7.  In  the  county  (rf  linooln,  from 
Frodingham  and  Scunthorpe 
to  Whitton,  Winterton,  and 
Winteringhain. 

8.  In  the  counties  of  Worcester 
and  Warwick,  from  Bedditch 
to  Astwood  Bank. 

9.  In  the  county  of  Staiford, 
commencing  in  the  parish  of 
Essington  and  terminating  in 
the  parish  of  Darlaston,  with 
branches. 

IL  Orders  made  by  the  Light  Railway 
Commissioners,  and  modified  and 
confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade — 

1.  Amending  the  Basingstoke 
and  Alton  Light  Railway 
Older,  1897. 

2.  Authorising  the  Glasgow  and 
South-Westem  Railway  Com- 
pany to  construct  and  work  as  a 
light  railway  the  Cairne  Valley 
Railway,  which  the  said  Com- 
pany have  power  to  construct 
and  work  under  the  Glasgow 
and  South-Westem  Railway 
Act,  1897. 

Presented  (by  Command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  TaUe 
Report  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  respect  <rf  the 
Bills  comprised  in  the  List  reported  by 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as 
intended  to  originate  in  the  House  of 
liords,  they  have  certified  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  been  complied  with  in 
the  following  cases,  viz. : — 

Army  and  Navy  Investment  Trust. 
Aston  Manor  Tramways. 
Barry  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 
Bexhill  and  Botherfield  Railway. 
Birmingham  Corporation  (Stock). 
Birmingham  (King  Edward  the  Sixth) 

Schools. 
Birmingham  University. 
Bournemouth  Corporation. 
Brewery  and  Commercial  Investment 

Trust. 
Bristol  Water. 
Burnley  Corporation. 
Bury  and  District  Water  (Transfer), 
Caledonian  Railway. 
Church's  Patent. 
Cleethorpes  Gas. 
Clyde  Navigation. 

Commercial  Union  Assurance  Com- 
pany. 

Cork,  Bandon  and  South  Coast  Bail- 
way. 
Cowes  Pier. 

Crystal  Palace  Company. 
Deame  Valley  Railway. 
Done|^  Railway. 
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Dorking  Water. 

Dublin,  Wioklow,  and  Wexford  Bail- 
way. 

Dundee  Harbour. 

East  Shropshire  Water. 

East  Stirhnfishire  Water. 

Edinburgh  Corporation. 

Edinburgh  District  Lunacy  Board. 

Exmouth  and  District  Water. 

Exmouth  Urban  District  Water. 

Ealkirk  and  District  Water. 

Falkirk  Corporation. 

Fishguard  and  Bosslare  Railways  and 
Harbours. 

Fishguard  Water  and  Gas. 

Glasgow  and  South  Western  Eailway. 

Glasgow  Building  Regulations. 

Glyncorrwg  Urban  District  Council 
Gas. 

Government  Stock  and  other  Securities 
Investment  Company. 

Great  Berkhanipstead  Water. 

Great  Central  Railway. 

Great  Southern  and  Westernand  Water- 
ford  and  Central  Ireland  Railway 
Companies  Amalgamation. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and 
Waterford,  Limerick,  uid  Western 
Railway  Cinnpanies  Amalgamation. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Railway. 

Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act,  1868,  Amend- 
ment. 

Gwyrfai  Rund  District  Council  Water. 
Hemel  Hempsted  Corporation  (Water). 
Higham  Ferrers  Water. 
Ipswich  Corporation  Tramways. 
Kingston-upon-Thames  CoipOTation. 
Kiogston-upon-Thames  Gas. 
Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board. 
Lincoln  Corporation  (Tramways). 
Liverpool  Overhead  Railway. 
London,  Brighton,  and  Soul^  Coast 
Railway. 

London  Hydraulic  Power  Company. 
London  Soa  Water  Supply. 
Manchester  Corporation  Tramways. 
Manchester  Ship  Canal. 
Margate  Corporation. 
Margate  Pier  and  Harbour. 
Menstone  Water  (Transfer). 
Mersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board. 
Mersey  Railway. 

Midland  Great  Western  Railway  of 

Ireland. 
Milford  Docks. 
Morley  Corporation. 
Motherwell  and  Bellshill  Railway. 
Motherwell  Water. 
Mountain  Ash  Water. 


Muirkirk,  Mauchline,  and  DalmeUing- 
ton  Railways  (Abandonment). 

Neath  Harbour. 

Newport  Corporation. 

Newport  (Monmouthshire)  Gas. 

New  Russia  Company. 

New^town  and  Llanllwohaiam  Urban 
District  Gas. 

North  British  Railway. 

North  Eastern  Railway. 

North  Eastern  Railway  (Steam  Vessels). 

Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water. 

Paignton  Urban  District  Water. 

Preston  Corporation. 

Purfleet  and  Gravesend  Junction  Rail- 
way. 

Runagate  Coiporation  Improvements. 

Rawmarsh  Urban  District  Council 
(Tramways). 

Rhymney  Iron  Company. 

Rbymney  Railway. 

Rotherham  Corporation. 

Rotherhithe  and  Ratcliff  Tunnel. 

Salford  Corporation. 

Scottish  American  Investment  Com- 
pany. 

Scottish  Widows'  Fund  and  Life  Assur- 
ance Society. 

Sheffield  Corporation. 

Sheffield  District  Railway. 

Southampton  Harbour. 

South  Eastern  and  London,  Chatham, 
and  Dover  Railways. 

South  Eastern  Railway. 

South  Essex  Water. 

South  Essex.  Water  Board. 

South  Shields  Corporation. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramways. 

Sunderland  Corporation. 

Taff  Vale  Railway. 

Universal  Life  Assurance  Society. 

Westgate  and  Birchington  Water. 

Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway. 

Wirral  Railway. 

Withington  Urban  District  Council. 
Workington  Railways  and  Docks. 

And  that  they  have-  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with  in  the  following  case,  >iz. : — 

Cardiff  Corporation. 


PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  Uiid  upon  the  Table 
Reports  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following 
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BUts,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Tramways  Bill. 
County  and  City  of  Dublin  Electric 

Lighting  Bill. 
Devonport  Coiporation  Bill. 
Newry,    Keady,  and   Tynan  Light 

Bailway  Bill. 
Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power 

Bill. 

Ordered,  that  the  Reports  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  [Lords] 
(STANDING  ORDERS  NOT  .COMPLIED 
WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Beport  from  one  of  tbe  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that,  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following  Bill, 
originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Standing 
Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. ; — 

Cardiff  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

ABERDEEN   POLICE   AND  IMPROVE- 
•  MENT.; 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordwed  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bryce  and  Mr.  Pine. 

AIRDRIE,  COATBRIDGE.  AND  DISTRICT 
WATER  TRUST. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  John  Wilson  (Falkirk),  Mr. 
Douglas,  and  Mr.  M'KiUop. 

BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  John  William  Macliire,  Mr. 
Halsey,  and  Mr.  Bill. 

BEDFORD  GAS. 

Petition,  aAd  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Fym  and  Mr.  Thornton. 

BELFAST  AND  COUNTY  DOWN 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Blakiston-Houston  and  Mr. 
M*Cartan. 


BRADFORD  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Greville,  Mr.  Wanklyn,  and  Mr. 

Flower. 

BRAY  AND  ENNI6KERRY  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Harrington  and  Mr.  Clancy. 

BRIGHTON  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Loader,  Mr.  Vernon- Wentworth,. 

and  Sir  Henry  Fletcher. 

BRITISH  GAS  LIGHT  COMPANY 
(STAFFORDSHIRE  POTTERIES). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brou^C 
in  by  Mr.  Aird  and  Mr.  Skewes-Cox. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more. 

BUCKINGHAM,  TOWCESTER,  AND 
METROPOLITAN  JUNCTION  RAILWAT. 

Petition;  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broiu^it 
in  by  Sir  John  William  Madura  Sir 
Benjamin  Stone,  and  Mr.  Carlile. 

CHARING  CROSS  AND  STRAND 
ELECTRICITY  SUPPLY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broseh^ 
in  by  Mr.  Seton-Karr  and  Mr.  Faitl^iU 

Begg. 

CHARING  CROSS,  EUSTON,  ANI> 
HAMPSTEAD  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  luid  Itill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bonsor  and  Mr.  Lavaca 
Walton. 

CHELSEA  WATER. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  . 
in  by  Mr.  Boulnois  and  Captain  Bowles. 

CHESHIRE  LINES  COMMITTEE. 

Petition,  and  Kll  ordered  to  be  broqght 
in  by  Mr.  Henderson  and  Mr.  Jaskson. 

CITY  AND  SOUTH  LONDCBf 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Kimber  and  Mr.  Bond. 

CITY  OF  LONDON  ELECTRIC 
LIGHTING. 

Petition,and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Kimber  and  Mr  PauHoo. 
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CITY  OF  LONDON  (VARIOUS  POWERS). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Beginald  Hanson  and  Sir 
Horatio  Dairies. 

CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  hy  Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  J.  H.  M.  Camp- 
bell, Captain  Phillpotts,  and  Mr.  William 
Moore. 

COLONIAL  BANK. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  (o  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Hoare  and  Mr.  Alban  Gibbs. 

COUNTY  OF  LONDON  AND  BRUSH 
PROVINCIAL  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Boulnois  and  Sir  Weetman 

Pearson. 

COVENTRY  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Charles  Murray  and  Mr. 
Newdigate. 

CROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND 
IMPROVEMENTS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  James  Fergusson  and  Mr. 
Bonsor. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Hemphill,  Mr.  John  Redmond, 
Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Harrington,  Mr.  T.  M. 
Healy,  and  Mr.  Garew. 

DURHAM  (COUNTY  OF)  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Evans. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr.  Banbury, 
and  Mr.  Boulnois. 

EXETER  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Edward  Clarke  and  Sir  Albert 
Bollit. 

FARNWOKTH  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Mellor  and  Mr.  Cawley. 


GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE.  COMMERCIAL 
GAS,  AND  SOUTH  METROPOLITAN 
GAS  COMPANIES. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stewart  and  Mr.  John 
Bums. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE  COMPANY. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Boulnois  and  Mr.  Aird. 

GLASTONBURY  AND  STREET  GAS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Hobhouse  and  Sir  Alexander 
Aclajid-Hood. 

GLASTONBURY  CORPORATION  GAS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Wodehouse. 

GRANTHAM  GAS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Lopes  and  Mr.  Younger. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  andjBill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Lockwood,  Mr.  Strutt,  and 
Mr.  Penn. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Jackson  and  Mr.  SHson. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY 
(IRELAND). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brou^t 
in  by  Sir  James  Haslett  and  Mr.  James  H. 
Campbell. 

GREAT   WESTERN  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  William  Wills  uidMr.  Llewellyn. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  PORT  AND 
HAVEN. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Harry  Bullard  and  Sir  John 
Colomb. 

HALIFAX  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Billson  and  Mr.  Arnold. 

HAMILTON  BURGH. 
Fetation,  and  ffill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Caldwell  and  Mr.  John  Wilson 

(Falkirk). 
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Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Thomas  lUchardson  and  Mr. 
KicfaardgoiL 

HASTINGS  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Lucas-Sfaadwell  and  Mr.  Brook- 

HASTINGS  HARBOUR. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Lucas^hadwell  and  Mr.  Brook- 
field 

HASTINGS  TRAMWAYS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Luca»Shadwell  and  Mr.  Brook- 
field. 

HOYLAKE  AND  WEST  KIRBY 
IMPROVEMENT. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Cotton-Jodrell,  Sir  £lHott 
Lees,  and  Mr.  Yerburgh. 

HUDDERSFIELD  CORPORATION 
TRAMWAYS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  James  Woodhouse,  Sir  James 
Kitson,  and  Sir  Albert  KoUit. 

HUNTINGDON  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  foe  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Smith-Bury  uid  Mr.  Fellowes. 

ILFRACOMBE  IMPROVEMENT. 

Petition,  apd  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Cameron  Gull  and  Mr.  Lambert. 


JARROW  AND  HEBBURN  ELECTRICITY 
SUPPLY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Cruddaa  and  Mr.  Joseph  A. 
Pease. 


KINGSCOURT,  KEADY.  AND  ARMAGH 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  John  Bed- 
mono,  Mr.  Macaleese,  uid  Mr.  Daly. 


KNOTT  END  RAILWAY. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broi^ht 
in  by  Sir  John  William  Maclure,  Mr. 
Kirbaok,  and  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Lyttelton,  Mr.  Cripps,  and  Mr. 
Talbot 

LANCASHIRE  AND  YORKSHIRE 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  William  Hornby  and  Mr.  Lees 
Knowles. 

LANCASHIRE,  DERBYSHIRE.  AND 
EAST  COAST  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bainbridee,  Mr.  Thomas 
Bayley,  Mr.  Oldroyd,  Mr  Perks,  and  Mr. 
Pollock. 

LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER. 

Petition,  and  BUI  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Macdona  and  Mr.  James 
Buley. 

LANCASHIRE  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brou^t 
in  by  Colonel  Foster  and  Mr.  Tomlinscm. 

LATIMER  ROAD  AND  ACTON 
.  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Oldroyd  and  Mr.  Lawson 
Walton. 

LEE  CONSERVANCY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Frederick  Dixon-Hartland,  Mr. 
Evelyn  Cecil,  and  Mr.  Courtenay  Warner. 

LIVERPOOL  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Warr  and  Mr.  Charles 
M'Arthur. 

LONDON  AND  INDIA  DOCKS  JOINT 
COMMITTEE. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  Inought 
in  by  Mr.  Bonsor  and  Mr.  Cripps. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  br  Sir  William  Houldsworth,  Colonel 
Lockwood,  and  Mr.  Macartney. 

LONDON  AND  NORTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY  (WALES). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  William  Houldsworth,  Colonel 
Lodkwood,  and  Mr.  MacarUiey. 
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LONDON  AND  ST.  KATHARINE  DOCKS 
AND  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIA  DOCK 
(COMPANIES. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  M^.  Bonsor  and  Mr.  Cripps. 

LONDON  AND  SOUTH-WESTERN 
RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Beach,  Sir  Barrington  Simeon, 
and  Colonel  Williams. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (COMPUL- 
SORY PURCHASE  OF  LAND). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John 
Bums. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broiwht 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stuiut  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
(IMPROVEMENTS). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  Whit- 
more. 

LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (SPITAL- 
FIELDS  MARKET). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John 
Burns. 

LONDON,   WALTHAMSTOW,  AND 
EPPING   FOREST  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Lafone  and  Mr.  Wanklyn. 


LONDON  WATER  (PURCHASE). 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John 
Bums. 

LONDON  WATER  (WELSH  SUPPLY). 

Petition,  and  ^1  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  James  Stuart  and  Mr.  John 
Bums. 

LOWESTOFT  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Lyttelton  and  Mr.  Clough. 

MAIDENHEAD  GAS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Palmer  and  Commander  Young. 


MANCHESTER  AND  LIVERPOOL  ELEC- 
TRIC EXPRESS  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Mr.  W.  F. 
Lawrence,  Mr.  Schwann,  Sir  John  Willox, 
Mr.  Galloway,  and  Mr.  Warr. 

MANCHESTER  CITY  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  James  Fergusson,  Mr.  Schwann, 
and  Mr.  Disraeli 

MARKET  WEIGHTON  DRAINAGE  AND 
NAVIGATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Grant  Lawson  and  Mr.  Wilson- 
Todd. 

METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broiu;ht 
in  by  Sir  Charles  Dalrymple  and  Mr. 
Aird. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Boulnois  and  Colonel  Lock- 
wood. 

MID-KENT  WATER. 
Petition  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.    Tomlinson,  General  Golds- 
worthy,  and  Mr.  Aird. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Frederick  Mappin  uid  Mr. 
Allison. 

MORECAMBE  URBAN  DISTRICT 

COUNCIL  (GAS). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colcmel  Foster  and  Mr.  Tomlinson. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Burt^  Mr.  AVilliam  AUui,  and 
Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Atherley-Jones  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Evans. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
AND  CANAL  COMPANY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Albert  Bollit  and  Mr.  Aird. 
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NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Joseph  Leese  and  Sir  Harry 
Bub 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Bond  and  Mr.  Yoxall. 

OLDHAM  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  lobe  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Dnunott  and  Mr.  Runciman. 

OSSETT  CORPORATION  GAS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ftrdered  to  be  brot^ht 
in  by  Mr.  Alfred  Hutton  and  Mr. 
Oldroyd. 

OSSETT  GAS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broufht 
in  by  Mr.  Jackson,  Mr.  Fison,  and  Mr. 
Aird. 

PONTEFBACT  PARK. 

Petitaon,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  Mr.  Kussey,  Sir  John  Austin,  and 
Colonel  Gunter. 

READING  CORPORATION 
(TRAMWAYS). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Palmer  and  Sir  Albert  Bollit. 

REDHILL  GAS. 
,    Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Alexander  Acland-Hood  and 
Mr.  Bonsor. 

RICKMANSWORTH    AND  UXBRIDGE 
VALLEY  WATER. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Albui  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Aird. 

RUGELEY  GAS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Heath  and  Mr.  Henderson. 

ST.  ALBAN'S  WATER. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Hudson  and  Mr.  Vicary  Gibbs. 

ST.  DAVID'S  RAILWAY  (ADDITIONAL 

POWERS). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Philipps,  General  Laurie,  uid 
Mr.  David  Randell. 


SCARBOROUGH  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  tobebrou^t 
in  by  Mr.  Beckett  and  Mr.  Rickett 

SOUTH  LANCASHIRE  TRAMTVAYS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brot^ht 
in  by  Sir  Archibald  Willox  and  Mr. 
Brigg. 

SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Banbury  and  Mr.  Woodall. 

SOUTHPORT  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Greorge  Pilkington  and  Sir 
Joseph  Leese. 

SOUTHPORT  EXTENSION  AND 
TRAMWAYS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  broudit 
in  by  Sir  George  Pilkington  and  %r 
Joseph  Leese. 

SOUTHPORT  WATER. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Kenyon  and  Colonel  Mellor. 

SOUTH  WALES  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Samuel  Evans  and  Mr.  Alfred 
Thomas. 


SPALDING  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(WATER). 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Poltock,  Sir  Joseph  Leese,  and 
Mr.  BandeU. 


STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Greorge  Whiteley  and  Mr. 
Melville. 

TAUNTON  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brou^dit 
in  by  Colonel  Welby  and  Sir  Alexander 
Acland-Hood. 


TOTTENHAM  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brou^t 
in  by  Mr.  Howard  and  Sir  Frederick 
Dixon-Hartland. 
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COUNTY  AND  CITY  OF  DUBLIN 
ELECTRIC  LIGHTING. 


in  by  Mr.  Joseph  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Crud^, 
Sir  James  Joicey,  and  Mr.  'William 
Allan. 

VALE  OF  BHEIDOL  LIGHT  RAILWAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Vanghan-Davies  and  Ckilonel 
Pryce-Jones. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKET. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Pickard  and  Mr.  Oldroyd. 

WANDSWORTH  AND  PUTNEY  GAS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Kimber  and  Sir  John  Colomb.  j 

I 

WEST  BROMWICH  CORPORATION,  i 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  | 
in  by  Mr.  Ernest  Spencer,  Sir  Alfred  i 
Hickman,  Sir  Henry  Meysey-Thompson, 
Mr.  Brooke  Bobinson,  and  Mr.  Parlros. 

WEST  HAM  CORPORATION. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
ill  by  Mr.  Ernest  Gray  and  Major  Easch. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Grunter  and  Mr.  Lyttelton. 

WIDNES  AND  RUNCORN  BRIDGE. 

Petition,  and  BUI  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Colonel  Cotton-Jodrell  and  Sir  John 
Brunner. 

WOLVERHAMPTON,  ESSINGTON,  AND 
CANNOCK  CHASE  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAY. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Alfred  Hickman,  Colonel  Mil- 
ward,  and  Mr.  Warner. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  GAS. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Staveley  Hill  and  Sir  Alfred 
Hickman. 

WOODBRIDGE  DISTRICT  WATER. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  brought  in 
by  Captain  Pretynian  and  Mr,  Moiuton. 

AIRDRIE  AND   COATBRIDGE  TRAM- 
WAYg. 

PetitioQ  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 


Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

DEVONPORT  CORPORATION. 
Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

NEWRY,  KEADY,  AND  TYNAN  LIGHT 
RAILWAY. 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 


SHANNON 


WATER  AND 
POWER. 


ELECTRIC 


Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER. 

Bill  to  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  under  the 
Military  Lands  Act,  1892,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  Wyndham  and  Mr. 
Powdl-Williams. 

MILITARY  LANDS  PROVISIONAL 
ORDER  BILL. 

"To  confirm  a  Provisional  Order  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  under  the 
Military  Lands  Act,  1892,"  presented 
accordingly,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Klls,  and  to  be  printed. 
[BiU  71.] 

LIGHT  RAILWAYS  ACT,  1896. 
C<n>y  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modifi^  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a 
I^ight  Railway  in  the  county  of  Essex 
from  Kelvedon  to  Coggeshall  (Coggeshall 
Light  RaUway  Order,  1899)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modifim  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trad^  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  tJie  county  of  Lincoln 
from  Frodingham  and  Sctmthorpe  to 
Whitton  Winterton  and  Winteringham 
(North  Lindsey  Light  Railways  Order, 
1900)  [by  Command];  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

Ccmy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confimuMl  by  the  Board  ol 
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^Trade,  aothorising  the  construction  of  a 
Ijight  Railway  in  the  county  of  lancoln 
from  Linoobi  to  Scawby  (North  Lincoln- 
shire Light  Railway  Order,  1900)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confinned  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of  a 
Li^t  Railway  in  the  West  Riding  of  the 
■county  of  York  from  Bradford  to  Leeds 
(Bradford  and  Leeds  Light  Rulway 
Order,  1899)  [by  Command jj  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  West  Riding  of  the 
county  of  York,  in  and  near  the  trough 
of  Doncaster  (Doncaster  Corporation 
Light  Railways  Order.  1899)  [by  Com- 
mand] J  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modiiiea  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  counties  of  Wor- 
cester and  Warwick,  from  Redditch  to 
Astwood  Bank  (Redditch  and  District 
Light  Railways  Order,  1900  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
confirmed  by  the  Board  of  Trade,  autho- 
rising the  construction  of  a  Light  Railway 
in  the  county  of  Steffbrd,  commencing  in 
the  pariah  of  Easin^n  and  terminating 
in  the  parish  of  Dariaston,  with  branches 
(Essington  and  Ashmore  Light  Railway 
Order,  1900)  [by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Boaid  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  of 
Light  Railways  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
between  Cranbrook  and  Tenterden,  in 
«xtension  of  the  Rother  Valley  (Light) 
Railway,  and  the  construction  and  work- 
ing of  that  Railway  as  a  Light  Railway 
(Cranbrook  and  Tenterden  Light  Railway^ 
Order,  1899)  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon' 
the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and 
modified  and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  construction  (rf  a 


Light  Railway  in  the  county  of  Caith- 
ness, between  Wick  and  Lybster  (Wick 
and  Lyhster  Light  Railway  Order,  1899) 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

Copy  presented, — of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  Commissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  authorising  the  Glasgow  and 
South- Western  Railway  Company  to  con- 
struct and  work  as  a  Light  Railway  the 
Cairn  Valley  Railway  which  the  sud 
company  have  power  to  construct  and 
work  under  the  Glasgow  and  South- 
western Railway  Act,  1897  (Glasgow 
and  South- Western  Railway  (Caim  Val- 
ley Light  Railway)  Order,  1899)  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

CJopy  presented, — of  Order  made  by  the 
Light  Railway  CcHnmissioners,  and  modi- 
fied and  confirmed  by  the  Board  of 
Trade,  amending  the  Basingstoke  and 
Alton  Light  Railway  Order,  1897 
(Basingstoke  and  Alton  Light  Railway 
(Amendment)  Order,  1900)  [by  Com- 
mand] ;  to  he  upon  the  Table. 


PETITIONS. 


GROUND  RENTS  (TAXATION  BY  LOCAL 
AUTHORITIES). 

Petition  from  Winnington,  in  farour ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  SERVANTS' 
SUPERANNUATION. 

Petition  from  Edmonton,  for  alteration 
of  Law  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
(IRELAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Belfast,  in  favour ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions,  in  favour,  from  Stamford ; 
and  I^venham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Tabla 

SALE  OP  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petition  from  Hull,  in  favour;  to  tie 
upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petition  from  Ealrenny,  in  favour ;  to 
lie  upon  tiie  Table. 
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RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


COMPANIES  (WINDING-UP)  ACT,  1890. 
Copy  presented, — of  Gteneral  Rules  made 

Eiant  to  Section  26  of  the  Companies 
iding-up)  Act,   1890,    dated  28th 
mber,  1899  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

POLUNG  DISTRICTS  (NORTHUMBER- 
LAND). 

C<H>y  presented, — of  Order  made  by 
the  County  C3ouncil  of  Northumberland, 
dividing  into  polling  districts  so  much  of 
the  Tyneside  Parliamentary  Division  of 
the  county  of  Northumberland  as  is  fxm- 
prised  in  the  parishes  of  Camperdown, 
Long  Benton,  and  Weetslade  [by  Act] ; 
to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

NAVY  ESTIMATES,  1900-1901. 
Estimates  presented, — for  the  year  1900- 
1901,  with  Explanation  of  Differences 
[by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.    [No.  41.] 

ROYAL  UNIVERSITY  OF  IRELAND. 

Copy  presented, — of  Eighteenth  Report 
of  the  Royal  University  at  Ireland,  being 
for  the  year  1899  [by  Command] ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

AGED    DESERVING    POOR  (DEPART- 
MENTAL COMMITTEE). 

Copy  presented, — of  Report  of  the  De- 
partmental Committee  on  the  financial 
aspects  of  the  proposals  made  by  the 
Sdect  Committee  of  the  House  of 
Commons  of  1899  about  the  Aged  De- 
serving Poor,  with  Appendices  [by 
Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


QUESTIONS. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— CONTRABAND 
OF  WAR— RIGHT  OF  SEARCH-THE 

"HERZOG." 

Mr,  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lynn  Regis) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  Foreign  Affairs  is  he  aware  that 
the  boarding  and  prize  ofBcers  of  Her 
Majesty's  stop  "Thetis,"  which  detained 
the  (Jerman  ship  "  Herzog  "  on  suspicion 
of  carrying  contraband  ef  war,  neither 
broke  bulk  nor  made  any  search  into  or 
eiEamination  <rf  the  "  Herzog's  "  cargo ; 
what  was  the  nature  of  the  summary 


search  which  is  alleged  to  have  taken 
place,  by  wh3m  was  it  made,  and  in 
virtue  of  what  authority ;  was  it  made> 
before  the  **  Herzog "  was  released  by 
order  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  or 
after  the  release,  and  when  and  where 
was  it  made ;  and  did  those  who  con- 
ducted it  examine  the  boxes  marked 
"  Macaroni,"  which  there  is  reason  to 
believe  contained  rifles,  and  did  they 
examine  any  other  part  of  the  cargo. 

*The  UNDER  SECRETARYofSTATE 
torFOREIGN  AFFAIRS(Mr.BRODRiCK, 
Surrey,  Guildford) :  Bulk  was  not  broken, 
nor  could  it  properly  be  broken  except 
under  orders  from  a  prize  court.  The 
reports  received  show  that  an  examina- 
tion of  the  papers  on  board  relating  to  the 
car^o  was  made  by  the  officers  of  Her 
Majesty's,  ship  "Tlietis"  at  sea  on  the 
3rd  of  January.  It  was  made  before  the 
ship  was  releiued.  The  boxes  mentioned 
were  not  examined,  but  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  contuned 
rifles,  as  none  were  found  at  Lorenzo- 
Marques,  where  a  careful  exanunation  of 
the  ship's  cargo  took  place. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  By  whom 
was  it  examined  at  Lorenzo  Marques  % 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  did  the  Marshal  of  the  Prize 
Court  at  Durban  refuse  to  take  charge  of 
the  German  steamer  "Herzog"  when  the 
prize  officer  of  H.M.S,  "  Thetis,"  which 
had  detained  and  brought  her  in,  tendered 
her  to  the  Prize  Court ;  was  this  refusal 
a  consequence  of  an^  communication  or 
order  from  Her  Majesty's  Government ; 
if  so,  on  what  ground  was  such  communi- 
cation or  order  given ;  if  not,  can  he  state 
on  what  ground  the  refusal  of  the  Mar- 
shal to  take  charge  of  the  prize  was  based ; 
and,  in  case  he  is  not  able  to  state  this,, 
will  he  make  inquiiy. 

*Mr.  BRODBICK  :  The  Marahal's. 
refusal  to  take  charge  of  the  "  Herzog " 
was  not  based  on  any  orders  received 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government,  but  on 
the  fact  that  the  vessel  was  not  yet  in 
harbour. 

PROPERTY  IN  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN 
REPUBLICS. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  b^.  to  ask 
the  Secretary  vl  State  for  the  Colonies- 
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can  he  explain  the  scope  and  effect  of  the 
notice  issued  by  Sir  Alfred  Milner,  High 
CoOiniissioner  for  South  Africa,  on  26th 
January,  1900,  to  the  effect  that  Her 
Majesty's  Govenunent  will  not  recognise 
as  valid  any  forfeiture,  charge,  fine,  en- 
cumbrance, conveyance,  transfer,  or  trans- 
mission in  respect  of  property  situate  in 
the  territories  of  the  bouUi  African  Re- 
public or  the  Orange  Free  State  which 
may  be  declared,  charged,  levied,  created, 
made,  or  carried  inco  effect  by  the 
governments  of  those  countries  subsequent 
to  the  outbreak  of  war ;  is  the  word 
governments  intended  to  include  the  l^s- 
lative  body,  and  also  the  judicial  authori- 
ties of  the  two  States  mentioned,  or  only 
their  executive  governments ;  does  the 
notice  affect  transfers  of  property  made  by 
the  subjects  of  the  South  African  Republic 
or  the  Orange  Free  State  as  between 
themselves ;  does  it  aflect  transfers  of 
property  made  by  British  subjects  as  be- 
tween themselves ;  does  it  affect  transfers 
of  property  made  between  themselves  by 
subjects  of  Foreign  States  other  than  the 
South  African  Republic  or  the  Orange 
Free  State,  or  between  such  foreign  sub- 
jects and  British  subjects ;  is  he  aware  of 
Any  precedent  for  a  notice  during  war  by 
one  belligerent  State  declaring  invalid  the 
executive,  legislative,  or  judicial  acts  of 
the  other  belligerent  State  in  respect  of 
property  situate  within  its  own  territories 
to  be  invalid ;  and  is  it  the  intention  of 
Her  Majesty^s  Government  to  prosecute 
the  war  nntil  the  invalidity  of  the  acts 
contemplated  by  the  notice  is  recognised 
by  the  two  States. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham,  W.) :  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment has  had  reason  to  believe  that  it 
■was  the  intention  of  the  Republican 
Governments  to  impose  burdens  which 
it  would  be  impossible  to  meet  upon  pro- 
perty within  their  territories  owned  by 
British  subjects  and  the  subjects  of  other 
Powers  with  the  object  of  confiscating 
such  property.  It  would  be  impossible 
for  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  coun- 
tenance such  confiscation  at  the  termina- 
tion of  the  war,  whether  carried  out  Ijy  an 
Act  of  the  Executive  or  imder  colour  of 
legislation  empowering  the  conrts  to  de- 
-clare  such  forfeiture.  The  text  of  the 
notice  shows  that  it  has  no  reference  to 
transactions  between  individuals.    It  is  | 


not  desirable  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of 
the  points  raised  in  questions  6  and  7. 

SIR  ALFRED  MILNER'S  STAFF. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
the  Colonies  to  what  position  on  the  staff 
of  Sir  Alfred  Milner  has  Mr.  F.  H. 
Wilson,  legal  assistant  of  the  Colonial 
Office,  been  appointed;  has  Mr.  Wilson 
been  aj^inted  in  an  advising  capacity 
to  Sir  Alfred  Milner  as  Governor  of  the 
Cape  or  as  Bi^h  Commissioner ;  has  Mr. 
Wilson's  appointment  been  recommended 
or  approved  by  the  Cabinet  of  Cape 
Colony  ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  the 
legal  advisers  to  the  High  Commissioners 
of  South  Africa  have  hitherto  been 
selected  from  the  Cape  Bar  on  the 
recommendation  of  the  Prime  Minister  of 
Cape  Colony,  will  he  explain  on  what 
grounds  has  there  been  a  departure  from 
this  practice. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  In  view  of 
the  pressure  of  work  in  the  High  Com- 
missioner's office,  Sir  A.  Milner  requested 
the  assistance  of  an  additional  staff-officer 
with  legal  experience.  Mr.  Wilson  will 
give  general  assistance  to  the  High  Com- 
missioner, and  his  presence  will  in  no 
way  affect  the  constitutional  relations 
between  the  Governor  and  the  Cape 
Ministry. 

BRITISH  COLONIAL  ARMAMENTS  AT 
THE  OUTBREAK  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Bur^s) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretaiy  of 
State  for  War  how  many  fort  guns 
were  in  Cape  Colony  and  Natal  jmor  to 
the  outbreak  of  hostilities ;  what  was 
their  c^dibre  and  class ;  and  whether 
any  of  them  have  been  used  in  the  present 
war. 

*TnE  UNDER  SECRETARY  ofSTATE 

FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover) : 
None  of  the  guns  in  the  fortresses  of 
Cape  Colony  and  Natal  which  were  there 
before  the  war  have  been  used  during 
the  campaign.  It  is  not  in  the  public 
interest  to  state  the  armaments  of  these 
forts. 

PROPORTION   OV  ARTILLERY 

STRENGTH. 

Colonel  WKLBY  (Taunton) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  can  state  how  many 
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Royal  Horse  and  Field  Artillery  guos  are 
now  in  South  Africa  per  thousand  of  the 
troop  there ;  calculating  the  per  thousand 
on  the  same  hasis  as  the  guns  of  mobilised 
German  Army  Corps ;  their  proportion 
to  the  three  arms,  trains,  columns,  and 
services  employed  in  the  field,  and  not  at 
the  base. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Even  if  it  were 
possible,  it  would  be  inex|iedient  to  give 
the  dii^bution  of  troops  in  Sooth  Africa 
at  the  present  time.  My  statement 
referred  to  the  immediate  future.  I  said 
that  the  number  of  field  guns  in  or  pro- 
ceeding to  South  Africa  will  give  a 
Continental  percentage  in  the  fighting 
line,  and  by  that  I  mean  a  proportion  of 
five  guns  to  every  thousand  sabres  and 
bayonets. 

"MILITARY  AUTHORITIES." 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  if  he  will  explain 
and  define  the  exact  meaning  and  limits 
of  the  official  phrase,  "  the  advice  of  the 
military  authorities";  whether  that 
phrase  is  to  be  taken  to  mean  in  general 
application  the  specific  and  particular 
advice  or  opinion  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  for  the  time  being  for  which  he  is 
alone  responsible,  or  whether  it  embraces 
advice  and  opinion  given  by  other  military 
officers  not  necessarily  coinciding  with 
that  of  the  Commander-in-Chief ;  and 
whether  that  phrase  excludes  or  includes 
the  opinion  or  advice  of  political  and  civii 
officii  of  the  WarOfiice. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  "  Military  authori- 
ties "  is  not  an  official  term.  It  does  not 
occur  in  any  Order  in  Council  or  other 
official  document.  Its  meaning  and 
limits  are,  therefore,  not  defined.  If 
they  have  ever  seemed  obscure  the  fault 
must  have  rested  with  the  user  of 
the  phrase — probably  myself — for  it 
ought  to  have  been  obvious  from  the 
context  that  the  step  in  question  was 
taken  on  the  advice  of  military  and  not  of 
political  and  civil  officials.  If  used  in 
connection  with  important  questions  of 
policy  it  would  point  to  the  status  of  the 
Commander-in-Chief  and  Army  Board  as 
defined  by  Order  in  Council.  If  used  in 
connection  with  minor  executive  subjects 
or  with  movements  in  the  field  it  would 
point  to  the  military  officer  or .  officers 
charged  with  their  conduct. 


*SiR  J.  COLOMB :  My  question  was 
not  directed  to  any  official  document.  I 
wished  to  know  what  the  hon.  Gentleman 
himself  means. 

*Mr.  AVYNDHAM:  That  is  what  I 
have  endeavoured  to  explain.  "When 
speaking  of  great  questions  of  policy  I 
refer  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  and 
Army  Board,  in  a  matter  relating  to  a 
district  the  general  officer  commanding  in 
that  district,  and  in  relation  to  an  action 
taken  in  the  field  the  general  commanding 
the  troops  there. 

LORD  rVEAOH'S  AMBULANCE  CORPS. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  every  member  of  Lord 
Iveagh's  ambulance  corps  had  to  sign  an 
agreement  that  he  would  become  a  com- 
batant if  called  on ;  and  whether  in  any 
of  the  foreign  ambulance  corps  with 
the  Boers  such  a  condition  had  been 
insisted  on. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Nothing  is  known 
of  this  at  the  War  Office. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  It  is  a  very  good 
example  for  Russia. 

VOLUNTEER  RECRUITS. 

Mr.  SAMUEL  SMITH  (Flintshire) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  the  Government  are 
placing  obstacles  in  the  way  of  obtaining 
recruits  for  Volunteer  regiments  by 
requiring  that  the  expense  of  all  members 
above  the  number  allowed  by  Govern- 
ment shall  be  borne  by  the  corps ;  and 
whether,  in  view  of  the  present  strong 
desire  to  enlist,  and  the  exigencies  of  the 
war,  the  Grovemment  can  see  their  way 
to  relax  this  regulation. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  It  has  already  been 
announced  that  facilities  will  be  afi'nnled 
for  men  to  join  the  Volunteer  force  in 
excess  of  the  present  establishments. 
Regulations  on  the  subject  will  shortly  Ije 
issued,  and  I  shall  refer  to  it  in  the  state- 
ment which  I  shall  make  to  the  House,  I 
hope  on  Monday. 

CANADIAN  MEDICAL  CONTINGENT. 

General  LAURIE  (Pembroke  and 
Haveriordwest) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War,  as  it  appears 
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from  the  published  telegram,  No.  61,  of 
Secretary  of  State  for  Colonies  to 
Gk)vemor  General  of  Canada,  dated 
23rd  October,  1899,  that  the  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  could  only  acc^t 
Canadian  military  medical  officers  and 
trained  female  nurses  for  service  with  the 
Canadian  contingent,  as  British  troops  can 
be  legally  only  attended  by  surgeons  regis  - 
tered  in  the  United  Kingdom  and  nurses 
belonging  to  the  Army  Reserve,  and  as 
Canadian  troops  accompanied  by  Canadian 
military  surgeons  and  nurses  are  now 
serving  at  the  front  side  b^  side  with 
their  comrades  of  the  British  Regular 
Service,  whether  he  will  take  ateps  to 
remove  the  legal  prohibition  which  pre- 
vents these  Canadian  and  other  colonial 
military  surgeons  from  rendering  iq^cal 
assistance  to  their  British  comrades. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  Medical  Act 
of  1858  prohibits  the  appointment  as 
Army  surgeon  of  a  practitioner  not  re- 

fistered  in  the  United  Kingdom  ;  but  it 
oes  not  prevent  a  non-r^;iBtered  surgeon 
from  rendering  assistance  under  the 
orders  of  the  Medical  Staff.  The  general 
question  of  reciprocity  with  the  colonies 
as  reg^irds  mediciU  qualifications  is  too 
broad  a  question  for  the  War  Office  to 
deal  with. 

TREATMENT  OF  INVALIDED  SOLDIERS 
-THE  "SUMATRA" 

Mr.  swift  AUcNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  two  officers  and  128  men  in- 
valided home  from  South  Africa  disem- 
barked from  the  deck  of  the  "Sumatra,"  on 
7th  December  last,  on  the  quay  of  the 
Royal  Albert  Docks,  and  were  left  for 
upwards  of  an  hour  in  the  raia  in  their 
khaki ;  whether  some  of  the  invalids  who 
were  landed  amid  these  surroundings  were 
victims  of  ague,  consumption,  and  dysen- 
tery, while  several  had  become  insane 
from  the  hardships  of  the  war ;  and  will 
he  state  what  steps  he  proposes  to  take 
in  the  matter. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  "Sumatra" 
arrived  on  the  6th  December,  at  12.30; 
being  one  fuid  a  half  hours  before  the  time 
at  which  the  steamship  company  had 
notified  that  she  was  to  be  expected.  The 
ambulances  arrived  at  2  p.m.,  and  the 
invalids  who  had  remained  on  board  were 
landed  at  3  p.m.,  and  placed  immediately 


in  a  shed  close  by  on  the  wharf.  They 
all  had  great  coats  on  and  were  never  lerb 
in  the  rain.  They  were  then  removed 
without  unnecessary  deli^  in  ambulances 
to  Herbert  Hospital,  Woolwich.  There 
were  on  board  six  cases  of  insanity,  three 
cases  of  dysentery,  one  of  tubercle,  and 
one  of  phthisis,  the  remainder  being  of 
ordinary  character. 

SEPARATION  ALLOWANCES. 
Mr.  HAMMOND  (Carlow) :  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Carlow 
Militia,  a  battalion  of  the  King's  Royal 
Rifles  recently  embodied,  is  now  stationed 
in  Tem;demore ;  that  prior  to  their  depar- 
ture from  Carlow  last  month,  the  men  of 
this  corps  were  informed  that  in  their 
absence  their  families  would  be  entitled 
to  a  separation  ^owance  on  the  scale  of 
lOd.  per  week  for  a  wife,  and  2d.  per 
week  for  each  child  ;  and  as  the  families 
of  many  of  these  men  have  been  placed  in  a 
position  of  distress  and  destitution  owing 
to  the  absence  of  their  breadwinners  and 
to  the  non-payment  of  the  promised 
allowance,  if  he  would  have  the  goodness 
to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  endeavour 
to  arrange  that  tiiese  people  shall  be 
relieved  by  the  r^ular  weekly  payment 
to  them  of  the  allowance  to  whidi  they 
would  appear  to  be  entitled. 

*Mr.  WYKDHAM  :  The  rates  of  the 
allowances  referred  to  are  daily  rates  and 
not  weekly  rates,  as  stated  in  the  ques- 
tion. Separation  allowances  are  paj^ble 
monthly  in  advance.  A  telegram  has 
been  sent  to  Ireland  on  the  subject  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question,  and  if  any  mis- 
take has  been  made,  it  will  be  set  right  at 
once.  I  may  add  that  the  rate  of  separa- 
tion allowance  for  the  wife  is  not  lOd.  a 
week,  but  13d.  a  day. 

CONTRACTS  FOR  HORSES. 
Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  orders  to  buy  horses 
suitable  for  the  various  branches  of  the 
Army  have  ceased  in  Ireland,  while  ex- 
tensive orders  have  been  issued  for  the 
purchase  of  horses  for  the  British  Army 
m  continental  countries ;  and  whetherhe 
will  inquire  if  idl  the  requisite  horses  can 
be  procured  in  Ireland  at  short  notice, 
and  order  that  they  shall  be  purchased 
there. 
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♦The  financial  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powbll- 
WiLUAMS,  Birmingham,  S.):  Trained 
horses  of  suitable  ages  are  very  difficult 
to  obtain  in  Ireland,  and  it  is  impossible  to 
purchase  there  fdl  the  horses  tlut  are  re- 
quired. It  has  therefore  been  found  neces- 
sary to  buya  few  thoroughly  broken  horses 
abroad  and  others  in  the  Colonies.  A 
large  number  of  cobs  have  been  purchased 
in  Argentina,  as  tbey  are  very  hardy,  are 
accustomed  to  live  on  grass,  and  are  best 
suited  to  the  mounted  infantry  serving  in 
South  Africa  ;  they  are  also  very  cheap. 
Horses  are  still  being  purchased  in  Ire- 
land, and  the  number  purchased  from 
home  sources  for  South  Africa  is  much 
lai^r  than  the  number  obtained  else- 
where— not  taking  cobs  into  account. 

BOOT  CONTRACTS. 

Mr.  CHANNING  fNorthamptonshire, 
E)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary 
to  the  mir  Office,  what  has  been  the 
saving  per  pair  of  boots  on  the  purchase 
of  Indian  boots  for  the  South  Africa 
forces  as  compared  with  the  average 
price  of  English  made  Army  boots; 
whether  the  leather  of  which  Indian  boots 
are  made  is  thinner  than  the  leather  used 
for  Army  boots  in  England,  and  there  is 
practically  no  heavy  sole  leather  used  in 
India  at  all ;  whether  the  Indian  -  bouts 
ordered  have  been,  or  will  be,  subjected 
to  the  examination  and  tests  usually 
applied  at  Pimlico  to  English  made  boots  ; 
and  whether  the  large  orders  for  English 
made  boots  for  the  Army,  avounting  to 
about  300,000  pairs,  have  only  been 
given  out  in  the  past  few  days,  after  the 
strong  protests  made  a  few  weeks  ago. 

•Mr.  J.  POWELI.- WILLIAMS:  I 
have  already  informecl  the  hon.  Member, 
in  answer  to  his  question  of  yestorday, 
that  the  price  paid  for  the  Indian  boots 
referred  to  was  about  equal  to  the  lowest 
price  paid  in  England.  Price,  however,  did 
not  govern  the  transaction.  Speedy 
suppfy  formed  the  only  element.  Boots 
made  in  India  to  the  pattern  of  the  home 
Government  closely  resemble  in  thickness 
of  sole  and  upper  the  English  made 
article.  The  Indian  boots,  as  I  have 
already  told  the  hon.  Member,  were  8ul>- 
jected  to  strict  and  proper  inroeotion  in 
India  before  being  shipped.  I  do  not 
know  what  '*  strong  protests  "  the  hon. 
Member  refers  to  in  the  last  paragraph  j 
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of  his  question,  but  he  may  rest  assured 
that  the  necessities  of  the  Service  alone 
caused  the  issue  of  recent  orders. 

Mr.  CHANNING:  Have  nob  orders 
for  300,000  pairs  of  boots  been  recently 
issued? 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS :  I 
cannot  give  the  exact  figures,  but  un- 
doubtedly large  orders  for  boots  have 
recently  been  issued,  but  nqt  in  con- 
sequence of  any  protest  such  as  my  hon. 
friend  refers  to. 

Mr.  CHANNING :  I  shall  draw  atten- 
tion to  this  matter  on  the  Estimates. 

RIFLE  RANGES. 

Mr.  RADCLIFFE  COOKE  (Here- 
ford) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether,  of  the  nineteen 
new  ranges  tiiat  have  been  constructed  or 
approved  since  the  dato  of  the  return  of 
the  ranges  closed  since  1890,  which  was 
presented  to  the  House  in  June  last,  those 
that  have  been  constructed  include  any 
which  in  the  said  return  were  described 
as  approved  but  not  then  constructed ; 
and  whether  the  nineteen  new  ranges 
should  be  added  to  the  total  of  186  new 
ranges  mentioned  in  the  return,  making 
the  total  of  new  ranges  to  date  in  Great 
Britain  205,  and  the  total  of  ranges 
closed  536. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  answer  to  the 
6rst  paragraph  is  in  the  negative.  The 
figures  stand  as  stated  in  the  second. 

THE   SIERRA  LEONE  CAMPAIGN 
—MEDALS. 

Hr.  HEDDERWICK:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
whether  a  medal  has  been  struck  in  com- 
memontion  of  the  operations  in  the  Pro- 
tectorate of  Sierra  Leone  to  put  down 
the  insurrection  consequent  upon  the 
partial  imposition  of  the  Hut  Tax  ;  and, 
if  so,  whether  the  medal  will  be  given 
to  any  of  the  natives  in  the  Government 
employment  who  were  reported  by  the 
lato  Sir  David  Chambers  to  have  been 
guilty  of  cruel  and  unlawful  acts  towards 
native  chiefo  in  tiie  Protectorate. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERIAIN:  The  Queen 
■has  been  pleased  to  approve  of  the  grant 
of  the  West  African  medal  to  the  troops 
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employed  in  the  operations  in  the  Sierra 
Leone  Protectorate  in  1898  and  1899. 
With  re^rd  to  the  second  part  of  the 
question,  'no  native  convicted  of  serious 
offence  will  get  the  medal. 

AUSTRALIAN  COMMONWEALTH  BILL. 

Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Glouceater- 
flhire,  Forest  of  Dean) :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Se<»«tary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  when 
the  Australian  Commonwealth  Bill  wiU  be 
introduced,  and  if  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment propose  to  suggest  to  Parliament  to 
make  any  change  in  the  constitution  as 
accepted  by  five  colonies. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN:  Delegates 
from  the  Australian  Colonies  are  coming 
to  this  country  to  give  and  receive  ex- 
planations as  to  certain  points,  and  as 
they  are  expected  at  an  early  date  the 
introduction  of  the  Bill  will  he  deferred 
until  they  have  arrived. 

THE  "KOWSHING." 

MR.PROVAND  (Gla^w,  Blackfriars) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  Foreign  Aifairs  whether  he  will  state 
what  is  the  present  position  of  the  nego- 
tiations for  the  settlement  by  arbitration 
of  the  claims  made  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government  on  the  Chinese  Government 
more  than  five  years  ago  for  compensation 
to  the  owners  of  the  British  steamer 
*'  Kowshing,"  and  to  the  families  of  British 
subjects  who  lost  their  lives  by  the  sinking 
of  that  vessel. 

*Mr.  BBODRICK  :  It  has  now  been 
arranged  between  Her  Majesty's  Gtovem- 
ment  and  the  Government  of  China  that 
the  case  of  the  "Kowshing"  should  be 
referred  to  the  arbitration  of  a  foreign 
jurist. 

Mr.  PROVAND  :  Can  the  ri^ht  hon.  | 
Gentleman  say  when  the  jurist  is  likely  | 
to  arrive  at  a  decision  ? 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

RUSSIAN  LOAN  TO  PERSIA. 
Mr.  swift  MacNEILL:  I  beg  to  | 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for , 
Foreign  Affiiirs  whether  Her  Majesty's  | 
(jovemment  received  from  the  Persian  I 
Government  in  July  last  a  prieis  of  the  ' 
financifU  proposals  of  the  Russian  Govern-  > 


ment  in  regard  to  the  Persian  Loan  con- 
version ;  and  what  reply  was  returned  to 
the  Government  of  the  Shah  by  Sir  M 
Durand. 

*Mr.  BBODRICK :  No  such  comniuiu- 
cation  was  received. 


FOOT  AND  MOUTH  DISEASE 
REGULATIONS. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  aak  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
Executive  Committee  for  the  County  of 
Suffolk  resolved  on  the  6th  instant  that 
it  is  strongly  desirable  that  a  modification 
of  the  Oraer  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture of  Slst  January  should  be  made,  so 
as  to  enable  fat  cattle  to  be  moved  for 
slaughter,  that  the  district  comprised  in 
the  Order  is  unnecessarily  large,  and  that 
the  Board  of  Agriculture  be  requested 
to  vary  their  Order  to  meet  the  fore- 
goii^,  and  that  occupiers  of  land  should 
be  fwowed  to  move  their  sheep  and  cattle 
across  or  along  highways  intersecting 
their  own  occupation,  where  it  is  more 
than  three  miles  from  the  infected  area ; 
whether  he  is  prepared  to  introduce  at 
once  into  the  Order  modifications  similar 
to  what  has  been  asked  for  in  the  case  of 
Norfolk,  in  accordance  with  the  first  and 
third  recommendations ;  and  whether  he 
will  also  reconsider  the  extent  of  the 
scheduled  area,  in  accordance  with  the 
second  recommendation,  if  it  can  be  done 
without  risk,  especially  having  regard  to 
the  fact  that  districts  in  Suffolk,  nearly 
forty  miles  from  the  scene  of  the  out- 
bre^  have  been  included  in  that  schedule. 

•The  PRFJilDENT  of  thr  BOARD 
OF  AGRICULTURE  (Mr.  Long,  Liver- 
pool, West  Dertty) :  The  new  Order 
which  comes  into  operation  to-day  is 
applicable  to  the  Suffolk  portion  of  the 
district  as  well  as  to  the  Norfolk  portion. 
I  cannot  as  yet  sanction  the  reduction  of 
the  area  of  the  (iistrict,  hut  the  situation 
is  carefully  consideret)  from  day  to  day, 
and  I  shall  be  very  glad  indeed  to  find 
myself  able  to  mo«lify  the  severe  restric- 
tions we  have  felt  it  necessary  to  impoae 
in  the  interest  of  stockowners  generaUy. 

Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether  he  can  state  how 
many  fresh  cases  of  foot  and  mouth 
disease  have  ocourred  in  the  present 
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week ;  and  whether  any  petty  sessional 
division  which  has  been  scheduled,  where 
DO  fresh  outbreak  has  occurred  for  seven 
d&ya,  can  bo  reopened  for  the  moToment 
of  cattle  for  slaughter. 

♦Mr.  LONG:  Two  farther  outbreaks 
<rf  foot  and  moath  disease  have  occurred 
in  the  scheduled  district  during  the 
present  week.  I  cannot  at  the  moment 
sanction  any  further  modiGcation  of  the 
existing  restrictions,  the  position  being 
stiU  a  very  serious  one.  but  it  is  carefully 
considered  from  day  to  day,  and  the  hon. 
Member  may  be  sure  that  relief  will  be 
2;iven  at  the  earliest  possible  moment 
•ocmsistently  with  the  safety  of  the  country 
as  a  whole. 

CENTRAL  TELEGRAPH  OFFICE 
HOLIDAY  ARRANGEMENTS. 

Mr.  STEADMAN  (Tower  Hamlets, 
Stepney) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  to 
the  Treasury,  as  representing  the  Post- 
master Oenfwal,  whether  he  is  aware  that 
the  Departmental  Cknnmittee  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  holiday  arrangements 
«t  the  Central  Telegraph  Office,  in  sub- 
mitting a  proposed  scheme  to  the  staff 
representatives,  expressly  stated  that  as 
A  condition  of  its  application  the  holidays 
should  be  distributed  equally  over  the 
lioliday  months  and  chosen  in  order  of 
seniority ;  whether  these  conditions  are 
now  heia^  departed  from ;  and  whether 
he  will  direct  that  the  holidays  shall  be 
^istribated  equally  over  the  ei^ht  holiday 
months  and  chosen  strictly  in  order  of 
seniority.. 

The  financial  SECRETAEY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanburv, 
Preston) :  No,  Sir ;  I  am  informed  that 
the  Committee  made  no  such  statement. 
Considerable  additions  have  been  made  to 
the  staff  to  enable  every  telegraphist  to 
take  a  holiday  in  one  of  the  best  eight 
months.  The  senior  men  have  the  choice 
«f  the  best  four  months,  and  I  under- 
•ttxad  that  a  senior  officer  who  prefers 
taking  a  holiday  in  the  other  four  has  no 
•difficulty  in  fincKng  a  junior  to  exchange 
with  him. 


POST  OFFICE  LONDON  TELEPHONE 
EXCHANGE. 

Mm.  PROVAND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing 
the  Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is 


now  ready  to  issue  the  tariff  and 
regulations  of  the  Poet  Office  London 
T^ephone  Exchange. 

Mr.  HANBUBY:  The  tariff  and 
regulations  for  the  Post  Office  London 
Telephone  Exchange  system  are 
practically  complete ;  but  until  the 
work  of  constructing  the  main  system 
is  also  completed,  it  has  been  thought 
better  not  to  publish  the  details  of  the 
scheme  pr^naturely. 

IRISH  PIERS  AND  HARBOURS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim, 
N.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  he  will 
grant  a  return  showing  the  application  of 
the  sum  of  J&250,000,  voted  for  piers  and 
harbours  in  Irehmd,  under  the  Act  46  and 
47  Vic,  c.  26 ;  and  in  what  coimties  the 
said  sum  has  been  so  far  expended. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  No  material  change 
has  occurred  since  the  issue  of  House  of 
Commons  Paper  No.  272  of  1898 ;  and 
I  think  that  this  return  will  probably 
be  sufficient  for  any  purpose  that  the 
hon.  Member  may  contempUte.  But  I 
shall  be  quite  read^  to  inform  him 
privately,  if  he  desires  it,  as  to  any 
modifications  recently  made. 

PARCELS  POST  TO  IRELAND. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE :  I  beg  to 
abk  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmaster  Genenl,  if 
any  part  of  the  parcel  post  traffic  between 
London  and  Dublin  is  carried  round  by 
Carlisle  and  Stranraer  and  via  Porta- 
down  ;  is  the  same  carried,  or  any  part  of 
it,  by  the  sune  trains  in  England  which 
convey  the  mails  to  the  north  of  Ireland 
vid  liame  uid  Stranraer;  what  is  the 
extra  distance  of  this  route  over  and 
above  the  direct  route  to  Dublin ;  and 
has  this  contributed  to  the  delays  in  the 
mails  recently  so  much  complained  of  in 
the  north  of  Ireland ;  and,  if  so,  will  the 
practice  he  discontinued. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  No  part  of  the 
parcel  piost  traffic  between  London  and 
Dublin  is  forwarded  b^  way  of  Stranrao- 
and  Fortadown,  nor  u  any  part  of  it 
carried  by  the  same  train  in  England 
which  conveys  to  Carlisle  the  moUs  for 
the  north  of  Ireland. 

3  E  3  n  \ 
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SNEEM  MAILS. 
Mr.  flavin  {Kerry,  :  I  beg  to 
aak  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury,  as 
representing  the  Postmastflr  General, 
whether  he  is  aware  that  great  incon- 
venience is  caused  in  and  around  the  dis- 
trict of  Sneem  (County  Kerry)  owins  to 
the  late  delivery  of  mails ;  whether, 
under  the  late  arrangements  made  by  the 
Post  OflBce  authorities,  letters  now  arrive 
and  are  delivered  nearly  one  hour  later 
than  heretofore ;  and  whether  it  should 
not  be  the  object  of  the  Post  Office  to 
accelerate  rather  than  deUy  the  arrival 
of  mails  in  the  Sneem  district. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  No  change  has  been 
made  in  the  time  of  arrival  of  the  mails 
at  Sneem  since  1897.  In  that  year  the 
time  of  arrivid  at  Sneem  had  to  be  post- 
p(»ied  from  9.40  a.m.  to  10.30  a.m.  in 
consequence  of  the  later  dispatch  by  fifty 
minute^  of  the  night  mails  from  Dublin 
to  the  various  ports  of  Ireland.  This  in 
turn  was  due  to  the  later  despatch  from 
the  provinces  of  the  day  mail  trains  to 
Dublin  in  connection  with  the  later  de- 
parture from  Dublin  of  the  night  mail 
tor  England.  Under  these  rearrange- 
ments a  considerable  improvement  of 
poBtfU  service  was  afforded,  and  the 
Postmaster  General  regrets  that  in  a  few 
instances  some  disadvantage  has  been 
unavoidable. 

Mr.  FL  AVTN  :  Cannot  you  make  some 
representations  to  the  cariying  companies 
to  accelerate  the  service  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 

STEAM  TRAWLERS  IN  WEXFORD 
BAY. 

Mr.  FFEENCH  (Wexford,  S.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  Wexford 
bye-laws  are  being  constantly  violated  by 
steam  trawlers,  and  that  great  damage  is 
being  done  to  the  fishery,  and  numbers 
of  poor  men  thrown  out  of  employment ; 
and  that  although  the  names  of  four 
trawlers  have  been  supplied  to  the  inspec- 
tors of  fisheries,  they  refuse  to  prosecute 
on  the  ground  of  insuffident  evidence : 
and  whether,  since  local  vessels  can  do 
no  more  than  find  out  the  names  of  the 
trawlersj  he  will  consent  to  give  a  gun- 
boat to  protect  Wexford  and  other  high 
fisheries,  considering  that  gunboats  have 


been  ^ven  to  protect  English  and  Scotch 
fisheries. 

*The  first  lord  of  the  AI> 
MIRALTY  (Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's,. 
Hanover  Square) :  As  I  have  often  ex- 
plained, the  duty  of  the  Admiralty  is  to 
protect  fishermen  against  any  ille^ 
mroads  on  the  part  of  foreign  fishmg 
boats,  but  they  do  not  undertake  the 
enforcement  of  bye-laws  passed  by  local 
authorities,  nor  nave  they  appropriated 
vessels  for  local  fisheries  except  in  the 
spepial  case  of  the  Scottish  Fishery 
Board,  who  have  the  aaiistance  of  two 
small  vessels.  There  are  gunboats  oa  the- 
coast  of  Ireland  which  are  fully  employed 
there  at  present. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clar^ 
E.) :  Under  these  circumstances  cannot  a 
gunboat  be  sent  to  protect  Irish  fisheries 
from  steun  trawlers  t  If  not,  of  what 
use  is  the  Navy  to  Irdand  at  idl  t 

Mr.  POWER  (Waterford,  K) :  WilT 
the  hon.  Member  for  Sbuth  DuUio  tak» 
into  consideration  the  advisability  of  

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 
Notice  shoidd  be  given  of  these  questioos. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  K) :  Iffit  not  the 
fact  that  these  bye-laws  are  made  not  by 
the  local  authorities,  but  by  the  Fishery 
Board  1  Will  the  ri^t  hon..  Gentleman 
under  these  circumstances  reconsider  the 
matter  1 

*Mr.  GOSCHEN :  We  do  not  under- 
take  to  enforce  the  bye-laws  of  tha 
Fishery  Board. 

WARDEN  ESTATE,  CO.  KERRY. 

Mr.  FLAVIN :  I  b^  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the  land- 
lord of  the  Warden  estate,  near  Sneem* 
county  Kerry,  refused  to  give  a  site  for  » 
national  school  teacher's  residence  on 
the  teacher's  own  farm  of  land  unless  the 
teacher  would  give  up  his  tenant  right  to 
him,  and  that  the  teacher,  under  the  land- 
lord's pressure,  has  consented  to  give  up 
his  tenant  right  in  his  holding  in  order  -to 
obtain  a  suitable  site  for  the  residence  he 
requires  on  his  own  farm ;  whether  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  refused  to- 
sanction  the.  site  whidL  the  landlcad 
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selectc^d  owing  to  its  unsuitable  condi- 
tion; and  wlut  steps,  if  anjr,  can  the 
<SovemmeQt  now  take  to  -compel  the 
landlrad  to  allov  the  teacher  to  build  a 

residence  on  his  own  land  which  will  be 
■approved  of  by  the  Local  Gbvemment 
Boani 

The  attorney-general  for 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Baltour)  :  I 
have  no  information  as  to  the  matters 
referred  to  in  the  first  paragraph.  It  is 
the  fact,  however,  that  an  application  for 
a  loan  to  erect  a  teachei^s  residence,  in 
connection  with  the  Sneem  National 
School,  was  approved  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  National  Kducation.  The  site 
propmed  was  found  to  be  rocky  and 
unsuitable,  and  another  site  was  suggested 
by  the  teacher.  The  manager  was  in- 
iormed  by  the  Board  of  ^Vorks  of  the 
legal  steps  necessary  to  be  taken  by  him, 
and  he  was  informed  that  ponding  the 
perfection  and  registration  of  the  Tease, 
nothing  further  could  be  done  to  complete 
the  case.  The  Board  are  not  aware  of 
any  difficulty  with  the  landlord  in 
obtaining  this  site,  but  if  such  difficulties 
exist  the  trustees  can  avail  themselves  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Irish  Education 
Acts,  under  which  sites  for  teachers' 
residences  can  be  acquired  compulsorily 
subject  to  certain  conditions  being 
satisfied. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  The  right  hon. 
Oentleman  says  he  has  no  information. 
Will  he  cause  the  police  to  make 
inquiries  f 

Mr.  FLAVIN:  Has  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  applied  to  the  teacher  far 
inf ormalaon  1 

*Mr.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order! 


KANTURK  BARONIAL  RAILWAY 
GUARANTEE. 

Mr.  FLYNN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, whether  the  attention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  has  been  called  to  the 
case  of  the  Kanturk  Rural  District  Council 
in  respect  to  the  Baronial  Railway  guaran- 
tee; and  if  he  can  state  whether  the  Com- 
missioner of  Valuation  reported  to  the 
board,  under  Section  68,  Sub-Section  4, 
that  the  Kanturk  district  was  entitled  to 


relief,  as  the  guarantee  ezeeeds  sixpence 
in  the  pound  on  the  rateable  value ;  and, 
if  so,  why  has  not  the  district  received 
the  relief  for  the  current  financial  year. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  The  reply  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  affirmative.  The  Com- 
missioner of  Valuation  reported  that,  in 
his  opinion,  the  provisions  of  Section  54, 
Sub-Section  4,  of  the  Local  Grovemment 
Act,  1898,  came  into  force  on  the  1st 
April,  1899,  and  that  payments  in  respect 
of  winch  a  contribution  may  be  made 
from  the  Local  Taxation  Account  under 
these  provisions  will  not  become  due 
until  after  the  31st  March,  1900— the  end 
of  the  current  financial  year. 

I  Mr.  FLYNN :  Surelv,  if  the  financial 
i  year  commenced  on  the  1st  April  last 
:  year,  the  district  is  entitled  to  a  full  year's 
I  payment. 

I  Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  have  given  all 
;  the  information  asked  for  in  the  question. 

I  CLARE  COUNTY  POLICE  CHARGES. 
'  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  bee 
'  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  resolution  of  the  Clare 
County  Council,  in  which  they  call  atten- 
tion to  the  high  taxation  that  prevails  in 
Clare,  and  respectfully  ask  the  Irish 
Government  to  reconsider  the  question  of 
the  instalments  of  extra  police  char^ 
seeing  that  the  county  has  returned  to  its 
nomul  position  of  -peaoe ;  and  whether 
the  prayer  of  this  resolution  can  be 
granted. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four): The  attention  of  the  Chief 
Secretary  has  been  directed  to  the  reso- 
lution r«erred  to.  The  Government  are 
unable  to  accede  to  the  application  con- 
tained in  the  resolution. 

CAVAN  POLICE  FORCE. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) ;  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  can  he  state 
whether  any  increase  has  taken  place 
recently  in  the  police  force  of  Uavan 
County ;  and  whether,  seeing  that  he  pro- 
mised in  1896  to  see  that  a  gradual 
process  of  redacti(m  would  take  place,  it 
IS  intended  to  cany  this  promise  into 
effect. 
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Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four) :  No  increase  baa  recently  been 
made  in  the  police  force  of  County  Caran. 
For  many  years  the  county  has  been 
served  by  the  free  quota.  The  policy  of 
reducing  the  strength  of  the  entire  jmlice 
force  throughout  Ireland,  promised  in 
lti96,  has  been  since  then  steadily  pursued. 

MARQUESS  OF  SLIGO'S  ESTATE. 
Dr.  AMBROSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  bee 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  negotiations  have  been  proceeding 
for  some  time  between  the  Marquess  of 
Sligo  and  the  Congested  Districts  Board, 
with  a  view  to  the  sale  to  the  Board  of 
portions  of  his  Lordship's  estate :  and 
could  he  state  the  price  asked  b^  the 
Marquess  of  Sligo,  and  would  he  give  a 
copy  of  the  correspondence  with  reference 
to  such  sale. 

The  vice-president  of  the 
AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkett,  Dublin 
County,  S.) :  The  reply  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  affirmative.  The  corre- 
spondence that  has  passed  between  the 
Congested  Districts  Board  and  the  Mar- 
quess of  Sligo  in  the  matter  is  regarded 
as  confidential.  The  board  can  give  no 
information  as  to  the  respective  offers 
made,  and  it  is  not  intended  to  lay  on 
the  Table  the  correspondence  that  has 
taken  place. 

MUZZLING  ORDER  IN  CORK. 
Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  whether  he  has  received  reso- 
lutions from  the  Corporation  of  Cork  and 
the  Cork  Rural  District  Council  recom- 
mending that  the  dogs  muzzling  order  be 
rescinded ;  and  whether  he  is  now  pre- 
pared to  accede  to  the  general  desire  uiat 
the  order  should  be  rescinded. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  Resolutions  have 
been  received  from  the  Corporation  of 
Cork  and  the  Cork  Rural  District  Council, 
recommendinjg  that  the  muzzling  of  do^ 
order  be  rescinded.  Since  the  29th  Apn], 
1899f  twelve  caoes  of  rabies  occurred 
within  the  County  Cork,  the  last  case  so 
recently  as  the  Srd  January.  The  ques- 
tion of  rescinding  the  order  has  been 
carefully  considered,  but  it  is  felt  that  the 
time  has  not  yet  arrived  when  any  part 
of  the  Cotmty  Cork  could,  with  due  re- 


gard to  the  general  interest  be  exempted 
from  the  operation  of  the  order. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  PROM 
THE  FRONT. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 

(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  think  the  House 
would  hke  to  know  whether  there  is  any 
news  from  South  Africa. 

The  FIRST  LORD  of  thb  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester,. 
£.) :  No,  Sir,  I  do  not  think  there  is. 

BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE. 
Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR :  May  I  give 
notice  that  on  Monday  I  shall  move,  in, 
accordance  with  the  statement  I  have 
already  made  to  tiie  House,  timt,  until 
the  end  of  the  financial  year,  financial: 
business  have  precedence  on  Tuesdays- 
whenever  set  down  by  the  Government. 
Of  course  that  ia  subject  to  the  pledge  I 
have  already  given  in  regard  to  Tuesday 
the  20th,  in  connection  with  tlie  motion 
now  down  on  tiie  Paper  for  that  day. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAA'  : 
With  regard  to  the  Tuesday  referred  to 
by  the  right  hon.  Gtentleman,  I  think  there 
would  be  a  strong  general  feeling  of  dis- 
appointment and  dissatisfaction  if,  as  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  has  rather  implied,, 
there  were  merely  an  evening  sitting  on 
that  occasion.  The  matter  which  is  to- 
be  discussed  has  einnted  a  great  deal  of 
attention  and  interest,  and  1  think  it  is  a 
mattet  of  such  importance  that  it  ought 
not  to  be  relegated  to  an  evening  sitting.. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  quite  recog- 
nise the  existence  of  the  feeling  to  which 
the  right  hon.  Grentleman  alludes,  and  I 
can  assure  the  House  that  nodiiiig  bat 
absolute  necessity  would  obli^  me  to 
reduce  the  time  for  discussing  that 
motion  to  the  three  hours  between  nine 
and  twelve  o'clock. 


SITTINGS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (EXEMP- 
TION FROM  THE  STANDING 
ORDER). 

Motion  made,  and  Question  put,  "  That- 
the  proceedings  on  the  Address,  if  under 
discussion  at  Twelve  o'clock  this  night,  bft 
not  interrupted  under  the  Standing  Order, 
Sittings  of  the  House." — {Mr.  A.  J, 
Balfour,) 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  226 ;  Noes. 
86.   (Division  List  No.  6.) 
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Ainl,  John 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Archdale,  Edvrani  MerrvD 
Arrol,  Sir  WUliara 
Asber,  Alexander 
Atkinson,  Rt.  Son.  John 
Austin,  Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Bainbridge,  Emerson 
Baker,  Su-  John 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,  Rt.Hn.  A.J.(Manch'r) 
Banbnry,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorrell 
Barry,  RtHn  A  HSmith -( Hunts 
Barry,  Sir  Francis  T.  (Windsor 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.Hn.Sir  M.H.{Briat'l 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.W.W.B.{Hante 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Biddulph,  Michael 
BiU,  Charles 
Blaki^ton-Honaton,  John 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Henrv 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Boalnois,  Edmand 
Bowles,Capt.  H.  F.  (Middlesex) 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King's  Lynn) 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montaga 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Buxton,  Sidney  Cliarles 
Campbell.  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Campbell- Bannennan,  Sir  H. 
Canston,  Richard  Knijjht 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (X.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.{Derby8h.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,Rt.Hon.J.(Birm. 
Chambertain,J.Austen(Woro'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbelsea,  Vwcount 
CoshUl,  Doaglas  Harry 
CoQinKa,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colomb,  Sir  J.  Charles  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Com^vaUis,FtennesStanleyW. 
Courtney,  Rt.  Hn.  Leonard  H. 
CroBs,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Carzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Daltymple,  Sir  Charles 
Davies,  M.  Vaughan-(Canlig'n 
Dickinson,  RoMrt  Edmond 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Doughty,  Geo^e 
Douglas,  Rt.  Ifon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas-Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dnncombe,  Hon.  HuliertV. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  (George 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  Edw. 
Feiffus8an,RtHnSir  J.(Manch. 
Finch,  Geoise  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Banna^ne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
ViU  Wygnun,  General  Sir  F. 
Flmnety,  Sir  Forteseiie 
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Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garlit,  William 
Gedife,  Sydney 
Gibl«,Hn.  A.G.  H{CitTofLond. 
Giles,  Charles  Tvirell 
Gladstone,  Rt.  Hn.  HerlwrtJn. 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Go8chen,Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo.'8 
Gonrley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
GrevUle,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gull,  Sir  Cameron 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Gurdon,  Sir  William  Brampton 
Halsey,  Thomas  Frederick 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hon.  Rbt.  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  lieglnald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Haalett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
HiU,Rt.Hn.A.Staveley(Stafrs. 
Hoare,Ed  wBrodie(  Hampstead 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  J.  H-  Cecil 
Hudson,  Geo.  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson,  Capt.  G.  W.Grice- 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
JohDSton,  William  (Belfast) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  George  S. 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafone,  AHred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,  SirE.  D.(Comwall) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks) 
Lea,  Sir  Thomas  (Londondeiry 
Lecky,RtHon.  WilliamEdwEL 
Leese,SirJosepbF.  ( Accrington 
Llewelyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-(S  Bea) 
Lockwood,  Lt-CoL  A.  K. 
Loder,  Geiald  Walter  Erakine 
Long,  Col.  Chas.  W.  (Evesham) 
Long,Rt.  Hn.  Walt.  (Liverpool) 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellisen 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maelure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Charles  (Liveipoel) 
M'Calmont,Col.J.(Antrini,E.) 
M'Crae,  George 
M'lver.Sir  Lewis(Edinbro,W.) 
M'Killop,  James 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Edward  Wm.  J. 
Marks,  Henty  Haoanel 
MmbBak,SirFowl«ttChaB.Jfan 
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Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Moncktoo,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Facy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,  Robert  J.  (Shropshire) 
Moi^an,  J.  L.  (Carmarthen) 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.(Bute) 
Murray,  Col.Wyndham(Bath) 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Captain  CecU  W. 
Nuflsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Neill.  Hon.  Robt.  Torrens 
Orr-Ewii^,  Charles  Lindsay 
Palmer,  George  W.  (Reading) 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Penn,  John 

Phillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hon.  Horace  C. 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt,-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Bentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.) 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlop'l) 
Ridley,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  W; 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  Charles  T. 
RobertAon,  Herbert-(  Hackney) 
RoUit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Runciman,  Walter 
Russell,  Gen.  F.  S.  (Chelten'm 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse 
Savory,  Sir  Joseph 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Kchard 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.  ( Renfrew) 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchurch) 
Smith,  Jas.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Spencer,  Ernest 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Somerset) 
Stevenson,  Francis  S. 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M<Tftggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  Jt^M. 
Stock,  James  Henry 
Strutt,  Hon.  Chas.  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humi^ry  Napier 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  James 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Veme>',  Hon.  Richard  Greville 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster.  Sir  Richard  E.  . 
Welby,  lieut-CoL  A.  C.  E. 
Wbitely,  H.(Aahton-imdBr-L.) 
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Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
WUliamB,  J.  Powell-  (Birra.) 
WUtoogbbv  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Wilson,  John  (FaHcirk) 


{COMMONS} 

Wodehoiise,RtHonE.  R.  (Bath) 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Yoong,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 
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Yonnger,  William 

Tellers  for  the  Avis- 
Sir  William  Walrond  and 
Mr.  Anitnitiier. 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Blake,  Edward 
Bnehaaian,  Thomas  Kybnrn 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Robt.  (Durham) 
Carrill,  P.  Geo.  Hamilton 
Channine,  I^'nuicis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Conunins,  Andrew 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
CrUly,  Darnel 

Carran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Daly,  James 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doosan,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  Samuel  T.(G)amorgaD) 
Farqaharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavaii.  W.) 
Fenwick,  Charles 
Ffrench.  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 


NOE& 

Flvnn,  James  Christopher 
Gioney,  James 
Goddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Harrington,  Timothy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seale- 
Hazell,  Walter 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.  Louth) 
Hedderwick,Tnoma8Charle8H 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.Charles  H. 
Hogui,  James  Francis 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jorduu  Jeremiah 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Labonchere,  Henry 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lloyd-George,  David 
Lough,  Thomas 
Lowther,  Rt.Hn.  James  (Kent) 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
McDonnell,  DrM.A.(Qaeen'sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Morton,  £.  J.  C.  (Devonporb) 


Unmaghan,  Geoige 
O'Brien,  James  F.  X.  (Cork) 
O'Brien.  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegal) 
O'Connor,  Jarae8(  wicklow,W. 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Josenb 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfoid 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Tbresbis 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DenlHghK.) 
Roche,  John  (East  GaJway) 
Shaw.  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Sonttar,  Robinson 
Steadman,  William  Charlet 
Strachey,  Edward 
Sullivan, Dooal  (Westaieath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  [poaag;^  W.) 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Tally,  Jasper 
Wason,  Eugene 
Wedderbum,  Sir  William 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Nobs— Sir 
Thomas  Esmonde  and  Mr. 
Woods. 


NEIF  BILLS. 


HOUSING  OP  THE  WOBKING 

CLASSES. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,  ordered 
to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Steadin&nf  Mr. 
John  Bums,  Captain  Norton,  and  Mr. 
Woods. 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(RURAL  DISTRICTS). 

Bill  to  amend  the  Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  so  as  to 
facilitate  the  provision  of  cottages  by 
Rural  Authorities,  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Sir  Walter  Foster,  Mr.  Ghanning, 
Mr.  Stevenson,  Mr.  Price,  Mr.  Broadhorst, 
Mr.  Billson,  Mr.  Frederick  Wilson,  and 
Mr.  Soames. 


WINE  AND  BEERHOUSE  ACTS 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
licensing  of  Beerhouses  and  places  for  the 
sale  of  CSder  and  Wine  hy  retail  in 
IS^gland  and  Wales,  ordered  to  be  brought 


in  by  Mr.  Herbert  Lewis,  Mr.  Courtney, 
Sir  Gamenm  Gull,  and  Mr.  Cameron 
Gorbett. 

WINE  AND  BEERHOUSE  ACTS  AMEND- 
MENT BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
ticenain^  of  Beerhouses  and  places  for  the 
saleof  Older  and  Wine  by  retail  in  England 
and  Wales,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday,  20th  February,  and  to  be 
printed.   [BiU  73.] 

LICENSED  PREMISES  (HOURS  OF 

SALE)  (SCOTLAND). 

Bill  to  alter  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Hours  during  which  premises  licensed  for 
the  sale  of  excisable  liquors  may  be  open 
in  Scotland,  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by 
Mr.  Provand,  Captain  Sinclair,  Mr.  OAr 
ville,  Mr.  Ure,  and  Mr.  Caldwell 

LICENSED   PREMISES   (HOURS  OF 
SALE)  (SCOTLANDl  BILL. 

"To  alter  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Hours  during  which  premises  licensed  iat 
the  sale  of  excisable  liquors  may  be 
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in  Scotland,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday  nezti  and  to  be  printed.  [Bill 
74.] 


BAKEHOUSES  (HOURS  OF  LABOUR). 

Bill  to  restrict  the  Hours  of  Labour  in 
Bakehouses  to  forty-eight  per  week, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Woods, 
Mr.  John  Bums,  ai^  Mr.  Steadman. 


BAKEHOUSES  (HOURS  OF  LABOUR) 
BILL. 

"To  restrict  the  Hours  of  labour  in 
Bakehouses  to  forty-eight  per  week," 
presented,  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
Uth  March,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  76.] 

STEAM  ENGINES  AND  BOILERS 
(PERSONS  IN  CHARGE). 

Bill  to  grant  certificates  to  persons  in 
charge  of  steam  engines  and  boilers, 
ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr.  Jonathan 
Samuel,  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease,  Mr.  Haldane, 
Mr.  Holder,  Colonel  Denny,  Mr.  Fenwick, 
Mr.  John  Wilson  (Durham),  Mr.  Paulton, 
Mr.  Joseph  Walton,  and  Mr.  Holland. 


STEAM  ENGINES  AND  BOILERS 
(PERSONS  IN  CHARGE)  BILL. 

"To  grant  certificates  to  Persons  in 
Charge  of  Steam  Engines  and  Boilers." 
Presented  and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday 
next,  and  to  be  printed.   [Bill  77.] 

HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
BILL. 

"To  amend  the  Law  relating  to  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time  upon  Wednesday, 
26th  April,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  72.] 


HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES 
(RURAL  DISTRICTS)  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Housing  of  the  Work- 
ing Classes  Act,  1890,  so  as  to  facilitate 
the  provision  of  cottages  by  Rural 
Authorities,"  presented,  and  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Friday,  33rd  Febmaiy,  and  to  be  tninted. 
[BiU  75.] 


ADDRESS  IN  ANSWER  TO  HER 
MAJESTY'S  MOST  GRACIOUS  SPEECH. 

[Ninth  Day's  Debate.] 

Order  read  for  resuming  Adjourned 
Debate  on  Main  Question  [30th  January], 
"  That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  Her  Majesty,  as  followeth : — 


Moa  Gracious  Sovereign, 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  Uianks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Grracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament." — (Captain  Pretf' 
man.) 

Question  again  proposed. 
Debate  resumed. 

Taxation  of  Ireland. 

Sir  T.  a  ESMONDS  (Kerry,  W.) :  In 
seconding  the  Amendment  which  is  on 
the  Paper  I  feel  myself  in  a  position  of 
considerable  disadvantage  because  I  have 
to  follov  the  very  admirable  speech  of  my 
hon.  friend  the  Member  for  North  Dublin, 
which  practically  touched  almost  every 
aspect  of  the  case.  There  is  also  this  further 
disadvantage,  that  this  subject  has  been  so 
often  debated  that  there  is  very  little  new 
to  be  said  about  it.  Still,  I  am  glad  to 
second  it  in  view  of  the  specml  and 
peculiar  circumstances  of  the  present  time. 
This  country  is  engaged  in  a  war  which  is 
likely  to  prove  both  long  and  expensive.  It 
is  a  war  from  which  it  is  not  conceivable 
that  Ireland  can  derive  any  advantage. 
On  the  other  hand,  it  will  undoubtemy 
lead  to  a  very  great  increase  of  taxation, 
and  of  that  taxation  Ireland  will  be  com- 
pelled, whether  she  likes  it  or  not,  to  pay 
what  we  Irishmen  CQnsider  to  be  an  utterly 
disproportionate  share.  I  do  not  propose 
to  go  extensively  into  the  details  of  this 
question,  nor  do  I  believe  there  is  any 
necessity  for  any  justification  on  our  part 
for  the  action  we  are  taking  at  the  present 
moment.  We  consider  that  in  view  of 
the  feelings  we  hold  on  the  question  of 
the  over*taration  of  Ireland  it  is  essential 
we  should  take  the  first  opportunity  of 
making  our  position  clear  with  regard  to 
any  further  increase  of  that  taxation.  We 
Hhall  have  many  opportunities  in  the 
course  of  this  session  of  considering  pos. 
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sible  further  increases  of  taxation,  and  we 
trust  and  hope  to  be  able  to  utilise  those 
opportunities  to  the  fullest  possible  extent 
when  the  occasion  for  doing  so  arises. 
There  is  no  necessity  for  me  now  to 
speculate  on  the  direction  those  pos- 
sible increases  of  taxation  may  take. 
Neither,  Sir,  is  there  any  necessity  at  this 
sta^  for  me  to  go  in  detail  into  the  his- 
toncal  aspects  of  the  situation.  The  his- 
torical case  of  Ireland  has  been  repeated 
over  and  over  again  in  this  House.  It  has 
been  repeated  so  many  times  that  we  have, 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  absolutely  lost  count 
of  them,  and  although  statements  have 
been  laid  before  the  House  many  a  time 
and  oft,  and  although  even  in  my  own 
time  there  have  been  repeated  discussions 
on  the  national  grievances  of  Ireland,  I 
do  not  think  any  Irish  Member  of  this 
House  has  yet  heard  a  satidactory  answer 
to  the  Irish  case  in  respect  to  the  over- 
taxation of  Ireland.  I  will  not,  Sir,  go 
back  very  far  into  this  history,  as  it  is 
not  so  very  many  years  ago  since  the  case 
of  Ireland  was  set  forth  in  most  admirable 
and,  I  may  say,  unanswerable  fashion  by 
my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  South  Long- 
ford. The  legitimate  claims  of  Ireland  for 
redress  as  put  fwward  from  this  quarter 
of  the  House  have  met  with  no  adequate 
settlement  since  that  time,  nor  since  our 
case  was  put  later  still  ^  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  Waterford.  No 
answer  is  yet  forthcoming;  I  do  not 
suppose  there  is  any  answer  beyond  that 
to  which  we  are  so  well  accustomed, 
namely,  that  Ireland  has  no  substantial 
grievance  at  all.  Sir,  I  may,  perhaps,  be 
allowed  to  give  the  House  an  outline  of 
the  Irish  case.  From  our  point  of  view, 
it  is  a  record  of  continuous  breaches  of 
engagements  entered  into  by  England 
with  Ireland.  Ever  since  the  Act  of 
Union  the  question  has  been  discussed 
and  debated  in  this  House  in  vain, 
and  the  injustice  continues  in  &ce  of  our 
continued  and  unabated  protest.  That 
protest  has  been  made  now  for  nearly  a 
hundred  years,  and  invariably  without 
success.  Let  us  go  back  to  the  Act  of 
Union.  It  was  a  solemn  treaty  entered 
into  between  England  and  Ireland,  in 
which  certain  covenants  as  to  financial 
relations  between  the  two  countries  were 
set  forth,  and  received  the  form  of  legis- 
lative enactment.  We  were  regarded,  in 
financial  mattns,  as  a  araarate  entity.  It 
was  a  solemn  compact  by  which  Ireland 
was  to  receive  the  benefit  of  cer- 
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tain  exceptional  treatment.  She  was 
promised  exemption  in  one  case 
and  abatement  in  another ;  bat 
the  realisation  of  those  promises 
is  yet  to  come.  From  1800  to  1816,  the 
period  at  which  the  exchequers  of  Ireland 
and  England  were  consf^dated,  we  find 
by  the  records  of  this  House,  by  the 
debates  which  are  reported  in  Hammdy 
that  Ireland  has  conmbuted  to  the  war 
expenditure  of  England — war  ejqwndl- 
ture  in  which  Ireland  has  had  no  con- 
cern whatever,  and  from  which  she  can 
derive  no  possible  advantage — money 
amounting  to  millions  sterling.  In  tlua 
period  Ireland  has  contributed  between 
£60,000,000  and  X70,000,000  compenaa- 
tion  for  England's  benefit,  and  no  leas 
than  £30,000,000  in  excess  of  tbe 
OToportion  fixed  by  the  Act  of  Union. 
These  are  statements  which  can  be  easily 
verified  eithra-  by  a  reference  to  tile 
pages  of  Hansard  in  the  Pariiamoi- 
tary  Library.  In  1816  the  Act  came 
into  force,  and  in  1817  the  two  ex- 
chequers were  consolidated.  A  new 
treaty  was  made  by  which  Ireland  was 
promised  that  a  revision  of  her  taxatim 
would  be  carried  out  at  certain  inten'als 
of  time.  That  was  the  main  grievance ; 
that  agreement  was  not  observed,  there 
was  no  such  revision  of  Ireland's 
taxation,  and  the  main  conditiw 
upon  which  the  consolidation  was  ratified 
were  nev«-  observed  by  this  country.  In 
1854  there  was  a  new  departure  in  taxa- 
tion, and  Ireland  contributed  £30,000,000 
at  least  more  than  was  provided  by  the 
consolidation  of  the  two  exchequers.  The 
Hoyal  Commission  which  investigated 
the  financial  relations  of  the  two  countries 
resulted  in  a  number  of  new  taxes 
being  imjmsed.  The  inducement  which 
led  the  Irish  people  to  consent  to  these 
new  taxes  was  that  they  would  be  only  of 
a  temporary  nature,  and  after  aevm  yean 
some  of  them  would  be  taken  off^  ud 
after  a  further  period  the  whole  cl  them 
would  be  removed.  That  was  the 
engagement,  but,  like  every  other  engage- 
ment, it  was  forgotten.  The  "  temporarj' 
taxes,"  so-called,  imposed  in  1854,  became 
permanent,  although  the  Financial  Rela- 
tions Commission  showed  that  Ireland 
was  already  overtaxed  by  120  to  130 
millions.  That  Financial  BeUtions  Com- 
mission was  composed  oi  eminent 
financiers,  who  went  thorou^y  into  the 
question  of  the  financial  relations  ensung 
between  the  two  countries.   The  reeom 
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of  its  sitting  is  preserved  in  a  Blue- 
book,  which  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
valuable  coutribution  to  the  question  that 
we  possess.  According  to  the  invest!- 
gatiom  oiE  this  Commission,  the  over- 
taxation of  Irelaod  is  put  down,  at  the 
lowest  figure,  as  £2,500,000  per  annum. 
According  to  these  eminent  experts 
Ireland  contributed  at  least  £2,500,000 
per  annum  more  than  the  condition  of 
her  resources  entitled  her  to  pay.  Well, 
that  Report  was  promptly  put  into  the 
waste-paper  basket ;  and  there  has  been 
no  practical  result  of  the  Commission  ever 
since.  It  has  occurred  to  me  and  many 
of  my  hon.  friends  what  a  different  view 
would  have  been  taken  of  the  Report  of 
that  C(»nmi8sion  had  it  been  found  that 
Ireland  was  paying  £2,500,000  less  than 
her  proper  proportion  of  the  taxation. 
However,  since  the  sitting  of  the  Commis- 
sion, new  taxation  has  been  imposed  on 
Ireland  in  the  shape  of  an  increase  in  the 
spirit  duties  and  an  imposition  of  the 
estate  duty.  By  this  additional  taxation, 
increased  revenue  has  been  derived  from 
Irehind  amounting,  at  any  rate,  to 
£500,000  a  year.  Thus  the  Report  of  the 
Royal  Commission,  which  showed  that 
Ireland  was  already  overtaxed  to  the 
tune  of  £2,600,000,  only  led  to  the  impo- 
sition of  another  half  million  sterHng. 
In  these  various  stages  of  the  financial 
relations  between  the  two  countries,  it 
will  be  seen  that  these  taxes  were  not  im- 
posed without  strong  protest  on  behalf  of 
Ireland.  Every  opportunity  that  presented 
itself  to  the  Irish  party  was  seized  by 
way  of  strongly  protesting  against 
filmland's  unjust  financial  Ixeatment.  Ire- 
land  objected  to  the  union  of  the  two 
exchecjuers.  She  protested  in  1854,  and 
again  in  1864,  when  anoUier  Commission 
of  inquiry  was  appointed  to  sit  in  London. 
She  protested  then  and  since  continually, 
and  the  day  on  which  Ireland  will  get 
justice  in  this  matter  seems  as  distant  as 
ever.  And  yet  English  members  of  this 
House,  and  especially  hon.  Members 
onpoaite^  profess  to  be  sbrprised  that 
there  is  no  more  real  sympathy  existing 
between  the  people  of  England  and  the 
peopleoflrekmd.  I  shouldliketoknowhow 
this  country  would  have  behaved  had  the 
positions  men  reversed,  and  Irdand  had 
treated  England  in  the  same  way. 
What  would  nave  been  the  feelings  of  the 
English  people  imder  such  circumstances  1 
How  can  England  expect  Ireland  to  be 
kindly  disposed  towfuds  her  in  view  of 


the  financial  treatment  meted  out  by 
England?  Our  country  is  labouring 
under  a  most  frightful  injustice,  and  we- 
protest  against  it ;  we  nave  protested 
before,  and  shall  continue  to  protest.  Aa 
long  as  the  Irish  people  take  an  intelli- 
gent interest  in  the  concerns  of  their 
country,  so  lon^  will  they  protest  against 
this  system,  which  is  surely  and  inevitably 
bleeding  Ireland  to  death,  ruining  her 
industnal  and  financial  possibilities,  and 
driving  year  by  year  thousands  of  Irish 
people  out  of  the  country  simply  because 
they  cannot  get  employment  at  home.. 
One  result  of  your  financial  treatment  of 
Ireland  is  that  of  all  the  countries  in  the 
world  the  one  in  which  Iri^  industries 
do  not  succeed,  except  in  a  very  small 
measure,  u  the  comitry  to  which  they 
belong.  We  shall  probably  hear,  as  we 
have  heard  many  times  before,  the  old 
arguments  advanced  against  the  claim  of 
Ireland.  We  shall  be  told  that  Ireland  is 
treated  extremely  well  ]  that  England 
makes  nothing  out  of  Ireland ;  that 
England  spends  an  enormously  dispro- 
portionate amount  of  money  year  by  year 
in  Ireland  on  the  administiation  of  the 
country.  It  is  one  of  the  strong  points 
which  is  constantly  raised  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  financial  claims  of  Ireland 
that  the  expense  of  the  administration  is 
something  prodigious.  Our  answer  to 
that  is  that  we  are  not  concerned  in 
the  administration  of  Ireland ;  we  hav& 
nothing  whatever  to  say  to  it.  The  ad- 
ministration of  Ireland  has  been  devised 
in  this  House ;  for  the  expenses  of  that 
administration  this  House  is  responsible,, 
and,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  Ireland 
derives  absolutely  nothing  from  the 
amount  of  money  you  spend  on  the 
various  swarms  of  officials  in  that  country. 
If  this  u*gument  is  supposed  to  be  a 
really  strong  and  tangible  one,  you  have 
a  very  easy  remedy.  If  this  House  would 
approve  of  the  appointment  of  a  Com- 
mission of  practical  Irishmen  to  go  into 
the  figures  of  the  administration  of  the 
country,  and  would  undertake  that  what- 
ever money  was  saved  as  the  result  of  that 
Commission  should  be  devoted  to  Irish 
purposes,  I  am  perfectly  certain  that  any 
body  of  intelligent  Irishmen  would  he 
able  to  effect  very  considerable  retrench- 
ments in  the  expenses  of  Irish  adminis- 
tration. As  to  the  argument  that  for 
Irish  purposes  England  has  ctmtributed, 
and  continues  to  contribute,  enormous 
sums  of   money,   many  P«:liamentary 
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Papers  and  numerous  speeches  in  Hansard 
make  it  perfectly  plain  that  for  every  one 
of  those  generous  contributions  there  was 
a  very  considerable  quid  pro  qao  given  by 
Ireland.     All  those  contributions  from 
time  to  time  were  made  in  return  for 
financial  conceaaions  on  the  part  of  Ireland, 
by  which  England  was  invariably  the 
^dner.   When  we  are  told  of  the  Imperial 
expenditure  in  Ireland,  one  is  tempted 
to  ask  what  is  the  Imperial  expenditure 
in   England  1    How  much  is  spent  in  \ 
building  men-of-war  in  England  and  in  ' 
Ireland   respectively  1     How  much  is  1 
spent  on  dockyards  at  Plymouth,  Ports- 1 
mouth,  and  other  places  in  England,  and  I 
how  much  is  spent  in  Ireland  in  the  same  < 
direction !    Why,  there  is  not  a  single  1 
dockyard  in  Ireland,  although  over  one  | 
hundred  years  ago  you  promised  that  I 
one  should  be  estamished.     The  ques-  j 
tion    of    the    great    prosperity    of , 
Ireland  under  English  rule  has  been  : 
threshed  out  so  often  that  it  is  practically  ' 
threadbare  and  not  worth  discussing.  We 
should  probably  be  told^ — it  is  a  favourite 
argument    of   the   Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer — that  the  deposits  in  the  Irish 
savings  banks  have  increased,  and  that 
fact  will  be  heralded  forth  as  an  evidence 
of  the  great  advance  in  the  prosperity  of 
Ireland.    I  would  very  much  like  the 
Chwcellor  of  the  Exchequer,  or  anyone 
who  puts  forward  that  argument,  to 
state  the  amount  of  the  deposits  in  the 
English  savings  banks.    It  is  understood 
that  the  amount  of  those  deposits  is 
such  that  the  Post  Office  does  not  know 
what  to  do  with  the  money.    If  a  com- 
parison was  made  between  the  deposits  in 
the  two  countries,  as  an  evidence  of  in- 
creasing prosperity,  Ireland  would  show 
up  very  poorly  as  compared  with  England. 
I  desire  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  one  or  two  small  details  in  con- 
nection with  the  financial  question.  A> 
was  pointed  out  last  night,  there  are  so 
many  ways  in  which  England  makes 
money    out    of    Ireland  without  any 
acknowledgment  being  made  that  it  is 
impossible  to  go  into  them  all,  but  there 
are  one  or  two  points  to  which  I  will 
refer.    First,  there  is  the  question  of  the 
redemption  of  the  quit  and  crown  rents 
in  Ireland.    It  is  very  difficult  to  arrive 
at  die  figures,  as  the  redemption  has  been 
going  on  ever  since  the  Land  Purehase 
Acts  oame  into  operation,  and,  ot  course, 
will  coatintie  for  a  number  of  years  to 
come.    As  far  as  I  understand  it,  what- 
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ever  money  is  derived  from  the  redoop- 
tion  of  these  quit  rents  is  devoted  not  to 
Irish  but  to  English  purposes.    We  hoH 
that  instead  of  devoting  this  money  to  the 
purchase  of  properties  of  the  Crown  in 
England  or  to  the  discharge  of  liabilitiei 
on  Crown  properties  in  England,  it  would 
be  much  more  in  accordance  with  justice 
U  this  money,  which  is  easantially  Iridi, 
were  devoted  to  Irish  purposes.   This  it 
a  matter  which,  perhaps,  has  been  for- 
gotten or  overlooked  by  the  represent*- 
tive  of  Ireland,  but  it  is  one  we  are  not 
disposed  to  allow  to  remain  in  abeyance 
much  longer.    Perhaps  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  inform  us  how  much 
money  has  been  received  from  the  re- 
demption of  Irish  quit  and  Crown  rents, 
and  to  what  purposes  that  money  has  been 
devoted.  We  would  insist  that  the  money 
so  derived  hitherto  and  to  be  deriTcd 
should  be  devoted  to  Irish  paiposHi 
Then  there  is  the  i^cultural  grant  in 
connection  with  the  Irish  Local  Govera- 
ment  Act.    When  that  Act  was  intro- 
duced I  understand  the  Chancellor  (A  ^ 
Exchequer  to  say  that  we  were  to  receive 
about  £750,000.    As  it  has  worked  vai, 
however,  we  have  received  only  about 
£720,000.    There  may  be  nothing  in  it, 
but  the  feeling  in  Ireland  is  that  there  if 
a  grievance  in  this  matter,  and  I  shdl  be 
obliged  if  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
will  give  us  some  information  <m  the 
point.    Another  point  as  to  which  ooo- 
siderable  doubt  existB,  which  we  are  ex- 
tremely anxious  should  be  cleared  up,  ia 
the  question  of  Irish  lunatic  asylum 
finance.    According  to  our  contention  the 
Treasury  have  made  a  profit  of  about 
£120,000  out  of  the  rearrangement  of 
the  finances  of  the  Irish  asylums  in  oqd- 
nection  with  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Act.    I  should  be  extremely  glad  if  it  it 
wron^,  but  my  information  is  somewhat 
to  this  effect :  In  ^e  dd  days,  brfore  the 
Irish  Local  Oovemment  Act  was  psaaed, 
the  financial  year  of  the  lunatic  asylana 
ended  on  31st  December,  and  the  unngfr 
!  ment  was  that  the  Imperial  Treasotr 
'  gave  a  subsidy  of  4s.  a  week,  or  hiu 
I  the  amoimt  per    head    paid    by  the 
j  local  taxpayers — whichever    was  the 
I  smaller  amount — for  every  lunatic  treated 
in  the  asylums.    Under  the  recent  Art 
'  this  arrangement    ceased,  and  certain 
,  fixed  snms  are  to  be  paid.   This  cha^ 
I  is  to  be  met  out  of  tJie  Local  TuatiiA 
I  Account   f<Hr   Ireluid.    Hiat  MtaaA 
I  (^ned  on  Slst  Much,  while  the  oU 
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Aayluma  Account  ended  oa  31st  December, 
ukI  apparently  the  matter  has  been  so 
arranged  that  the  Treasury  hare  escaped 
paying  their  contribution  for  the  period 
between  Slst  December,  1698,  and  3l8t 
March,  1899.  The  exaet  amount  is  a 
matter  for  the  calculatioQ  of  experts,  but 
the  genend  opinion  is  that  the  Treasury 
have  made  about  £120.000  by  the 
transaction.  The  original  Treasury 
liability  was  called  a  "refund,"  and 
was  in  respect  of  payments  already 
made.  Under  the  new  arrangement  the 
Treasuiy  contribution  goea  under  the 
name  of  a  *'  grant,"  and  is  supposed  to  be 
in  respect  of  future  payments.  On  that 
understanding  it  wnmd  seem  that  about 
£120,000  remains  due  to  Ireland  for  the 
period  I  have  named.  The  matter  has 
already  been  brought  to  the  notice  of  the 
House  by  a  question  to  the  Irish  Secretary 
— whose  absence,  especially  on  account  of 
its  cause,  I  regret  very  much,  and  all 
of  us  hope  we  shall  see  him 
in  his  place  again  before  long. 
I  hope  the  right  hon.  Oentleman  will  be 
able  to  give  a  satisfactory  exfdanation.  I 
have  only  raised  tins  question  as  one  of 
the  many  details  of  Irish  finance.  Many 
others  could  be  raised,  but  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  raise  them  now.  We .  have  put 
forward  this  Amendment  for  the  purpose 
of  asserting  our  position  in  this  country, 
and  emphasising  the  opinion  of  Ireland 
that  it  labours  under  a  distinct  grievance 
which,  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
session,  as  far  as  the  forms  of  the  House 
will  allow  us,  we  shall  continue  to  press 
upon  the  House,  and,  whether  we  receive 
justice  or  not^  we  sh^l  have  the  satisfac- 
tion of  knowing  that  we  have  done  our 
doty. 

Amendment  prqKwed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question,  to  add  the  words. 
Bat  we  hambly  represent  to  Your  Majesty 
that  the  over  taxation  of  Ireland,  which 
promises  to  become  greatly  aggravated  by  the 
expenditure  on  the  war  m  South  Africa,  is  a 
most  serious  and  pressing  grievsiice,  and 
demands  the  early  attention  of  Varliament 
with  a  view  to  its  removal.'  "—{Mr.  Clancy.) 

Question  proposed,  **  That  those  words 
be  there  added." 

♦Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  There 
is  only  one  observation  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  this  evening  with  which  I  have 
the  slightest  disposition  to  differ.  He 
said  it  was  very  difficult  to  say  anything 


new  uprm  this  question  of  Irish  taxation. 
Unless  Irishmen  are  able  to  say  something 

new  upon  this  matter  they  will  never 
get   their  grievances  redressed.  This 
House  does  not  care  about  archeeology. 
It  is  useful,  perhaps,  to  esqilain  what 
mistakes  were  made  in  1853,  and  the 
Royal  Commission  in  1894  made  a  splen- 
did contribution  to  our  history  of  Ireland. 
This  House,  however,  pushes  these  things 
aside.   It  says  they  are  past,  and  if  you 
cannot  show  us  that  at  the  present 
moment  you  have  a  grievance  of  a  press- 
ing nature  it  is  no  use  complaining.  As 
I  am  strongly  impressed  with  the  belief 
that  this  grievance  is  one  of  the  most 
acute    that    Parliament    has     got  to 
deal  with,  and  is  growing  more  acute 
every  day,  I  venture  to  make  a  few 
observations  in  this  debate.    I  shall  best 
make    my    point    by    alluding   to  a 
speech  of  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  made 
three  speeches  on  Irish  taxation — the 
first  was  bad,  the  second  was  worse,  and 
the  third  was  the  worst  of  all.    No  one 
appreciates  more  than  I  do  the  good  feel- 
ing which  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  has 
shown  towards  Ireland,  and  no  one  ap- 
preciates more  than  myself  the  useful 
character  of  some  of  the  measures  he 
has  passed  for  Ireland.    But  it  is  very 
curious    how   bis   mind    comes  back 
to  this  financial  question,   and  deals 
with  it  more  inadequately  upon  every 
fresh  occasion.     The    last   speech  he 
made  was  a  very  short  but  emphatic 
one.   It  was  made  during  the  racess,, 
and  he  was  drawing  a  parallel  between 
the  difficulties  and  grievances  in  South 
Africa  and  Ireland.     I  think  Ireland 
might  have  been  left  alone    in  that 
connection.    His  argument  went  to  show 
how  just  it  was  for  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  try  and  redress  the  grievances- 
of  the  Uitlanders  in  the  Transvaal,  and 
he  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  Uit- 
landers' grievances  were  much  more  acute 
than  the  Irish  grievances,  and  he  men- 
tioned them  one  after  the  other,  and 
amongst  others  he  alluded  to  the  taxation 
grievance.    He  said  that — 

"  .  .  .  .  The  Irish  people  all^e  that 
they  are  overtaxed  when  compared  with  the- 
Engllsh.  Personally  I  think  just  the  reverse, 
and  I  have  given  my  reasons  for  that  opinion 
in  a  very  elaborate  form,  open  to  anybody  to 
discuss  and  to  criticise,  and,  if  they  can,  to 
answer.  Even  the  Irishmen  who  most  believe 
in  Ireland's  financial  grievances  will  hardly 
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anaiDtain  that  they  are  taxed  at  £16  per  head, 
which  is  what  the  Uitlanders  are  taxed  at."  * 

!The  argument  is  that  because  the  Uit- 
landers  pay  £16  per  head,  their 
grievance  is  greater  than  the  Irish. 
The  man  now  paid  by  Irishmen 
amounts  to  60fl.  per  head.  At  the 
commencement  of  the  present  rei^ 
the  total  amount  of  local  and  Impenal 
taxation  was  16s.  per  head,  but  since  that 
time  it  has  been  doubled  twice.  That 
is,  of  course,  even  now  very  different 
to  the  Uitlanders'  proportion,  but  mark 
the  difference  in  the  position  of 
the  two.  There  are  no  gold  mines 
iin  Ireland.  The  great  feature  of  Irish 
geography  is  a  huge  bog,  and  £16 
per  can  be  more  easily  paid  by 
the  Uitlander  than  the  smaller  sum  of 
60s.  by  the  Irishman.  The  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  will  admit  that  nothing 
«an  be  gained  by  comparing  figures  so 
different  as  the  Uitlanders'  and  the 
Irish,  and  what  should  be  compared 
is  the  principle  of  taxation.  Let  us 
do  so  for  a  moment.  What  was 
the  principle  upon  which  President 
Kruger  imposed  his  taxes  1  It  was  this 
— that  the  richer  the  Uitlanders  became 
^d  the  more  numerous  they  were,  the 
more  he  would  make  them  p^  towards 
the  taxation  of  the  country.  What  is  the 

f>rinciple  this  House  follows  in  Ireland  ? 
t  is  that  the  poorer  Ireland  becomes  and 
the  fewer  her  population,  the  more 
this  House  will  make  her  pay.  If 
that  is  the  truth,  I  brine  against  this 
House  the  gravest  charge  that  can  be  put 
into  human  words.  It  is  an  evil  which 
does  not  exist  in  any  other  civilised 
country,  and  I  question  if  there  is  any 
other  country  where  wealth  and  popula- 
tion are  declining  and  where  taxation  is 
intreasiiu;,  as  in  Ireland.  To  find  taxes 
•constantly  increasing  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  certainly  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  things  that  can  be  imagined. 
And  it  is  for  this  reason  that  I  say  this 
Irish  grievance  is  growing  more  acute. 
The  people  are  getting  lewer  and  the 
wealth  is  getting  less,  but  this  House  is 
continually .  thrusting  increased  burdens 
■of  taxation  upon  them.  My  Irish  friends 
have  said  that  this  Beport  of  the  Royal 
■Commission  has  been  neglected.  When 
the  Beport  of  the  Koyal  Commission 
was  presented  to  this  House  there  were 
three  courses  open  to  it     One  course 

•  Speech  of  Mr.  A.  J.  Ualfoiir,-at  Dewshury, 
:28tli  Kovemlier,  1899. 
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would  have  been  for  this  House  instantly 
to  have  said,  "  This  is  a  seriods  matter ; 
let  us  put  this  grievance  ri^t  and 
reduce  this  burden  of  over-taxation." 
Another  course  would  have  been  to  Irt 
the  matter  alone^  and  say,  We  will  not 
reduce  taxation,  neither  will  we  increase 
it."  A  third  coarse — and  I  think  eveir- 
body  will  agree  the  worst  course — would 
have  been  for  this  House,  after  the  Cora- 
mission  had  reported,  to  go  on  increasing 
the  taxes  in  a  worse  way  than  it  had  ever 
done  before.  It  is  this  third  and  the 
worst  course  exactly  that  has  been  fol- 
lowed by  this  House.  The  figures  are 
most  extraordinary.  Almost  every  Irish 
tax  has  been  raised  since  that  Com- 
mission reported,  and  the  sum 
of  X700»000  a  year  more  was 
collected  during  the  last  financial  year 
than  in  the  year  when  the  Commission 
reported.  Perhaps  the  Chancellor  <rf  the 
Exchequer  will  say  that  this  was  caused 
simply  by  the  normal  operation  of  our 
system,  but  that  is  precisely  what  my 
hon.  friends  protest  against  and  declare 
to  be  unjust.  Perhaps  some  Enelish 
Member  will  ui^,  "We  have  been 
treated  in  Engki^  in  the  same  way;" 
but  I  contend  that  they  have  not  been 
treated  in  the  same  way.  They  never 
were  treated  in  the  same  way»  fw 
the  English,  Welsh,  or  Scotch  Members 
would  not  stand  it  for  an  hour,  and  I  am 
astonished  at  the  patience  with  which  ray 
hon.  friends  the  Irish  Members  have  home 
this  burden.  What  is  the  ease  of  the 
British  1  We  must  remember  that  great 
division  which  God  has  made  between  the 
two  countries.  There  are  two  islands 
separated  from  each  other ;  one  is  called 
Great  Britain  and  the  other  Ireland.  Our 
Chancellors  of  the  Exchequer  have  tried  to 
mix  up  the  accounts  cl  the  two  countries, 
but  they  have  not  succeeded.  It  is 
just  as  hard  to  mix  them  as  to  try 
and  join  the  two  islands  together. 
What  is  the  case  of  Great  Britain  as  com- 
pared with  Ireland  (  There  has  been  a 
great  increase  of  many  millions  in  the 
wealth  of  Great  Britain,  and  there  has 
also  been  an  incn-ase  of  population.  The 
increase  in  the  wealth  of  Great  Britain 
cannot  be  computed,  and  it  has  been  mildly 
put  at  £50,000,000  per  annum,  in  the 
revenue  of  the  country.  In  England  the 
increase  of  taxation  has  gone  step  by  step 
with  an  increase  of  population  and  an  in- 
crease of  wealth.  But  how  has  it  gone  in 
Ireland  %   There  the  increase  of  taxation 
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has  gone  on  with  a  decrease  of  population 
and  a  decrease  of  wealth.  That  is  really 
the  only  point  I  want  to  make,  because  I 
believe  if  we  could  awaken  the  conscience 
of  this  House  to  the  magoitude  of  this 
evil— and  I  helieve  in  the  jnsdce  of  f^is 
House  when  it  understands  a  question- 
it  would  become  more  sympathetic.  The 
reason  the  House  does  not  take  up  this 
question  is  because  it  is  a  question  of 
figures,  and  it  does  net  understand  it. 
Although  I  am  dealing  mainly  with 
principles,  let  me  offer  one  practical 
illustration  of  bow  the  system  works.  I 
will  give  a  striking  figure  to  prove  the 
decrease  of  the  wealth  and  population  of 
Ireland.  My  hon.  friend  who  has  just 
■poken  has  said  something  upon  that 
poin^  and  I  will  not  repeat  anything 
ne  has  said.  I  only  wish  to  give  the 
House  one  figure,  and  it  is  such  an 
astounding  figure  that  I  did  not  care  to 
quote  it  without  first  writing  to  the 
Local  Government  Board  in  Dublin  to 
correct  it  and  bring  it  down  to  the  year 
1898.  It  is  the  return  of  paiiperism  in  Ire- 
land. I  am  going  to  ask  the  House  to  bear 
with  me  while  I  quote  three  very  simple 
figures  from  this  astounding  document. 
I  will  state  the  proportion  oetween  the 
population  and  pauperism  at  three 
periods.  The  periods  are  1864,  1894, 
and  1898.  I  may  be  asked  why  I  take 
the  year  1864.  The  reason  is  because 
the  returns  were  commenced  in  that  year, 
and  it  was  a  fair  normal  year.  I  take 
1894  to  show  the  facts  when  the  Com- 
mission reported,  and  1»98  to  show  the 
present  position.  I  hope  that  selection 
will  be  admitted  to  be  fair.  Omitting  the 
odd  figures,  the  population  in  1864  was 
5,640,000,  and  in  1894,  4,600,000.  In 
1864  the  total  number  of  paupers  re- 
turned by  the  Local  Government  Board 
in  Ireland  was  295,000,  and  in  1894, 
437,000,  with  a  population  a  million  less. 
Let  me  put  the  matter  in  another  way. 
In  1864  the  proportion  of  pauperism  to 
population  was  52  per  1,000,  and  in  1894 
95  per  1,000.  British  Members  in  this 
House  pay  great  attention  to  pauperism 
— thoy  understand  its  importance — and 
may  I  appeal  to  them  to  observe  that 
while  pauperism  has,  thank  GK>d,  fallen 
one-half  in  this  country,  pauperism  in 
Ireland  has  almost  doubled.  I  will  give 
further  figures.  In  1 894  the  number  of 
paupers  was  437,000,  and  in  1898 
526,000— an  increase  of  90,000  in  four 
years,  and  the  proportion  per  thousand  [ 


had  risen  from  95  to  115.  These  are 
the  most  astounding  figures  pre- 
sented to  this  House  for  many  years. 
I  believed  from  my  own  experience 
in  Ireland  that  the  figures  were 
bad,  but  I  had  no  idea  that  such  a  state 
of  affairs  existed,  and  before  venturing  to 
make  a  statement  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons I  had  the  figures  I  have  quoted  con- 
firmed by  the  Local  Gkivernment  Board. 
In  Ireland  taxation  is  constantly  increas- 
ing while  that  phenomenon  of  decreasing 
wealth  has  to  be  dealt  with.  Let  me  deal 
^vith  one  other  point.  The  English  are 
very  ingenious  in  meeting  the  arguments 
of  the  Irish,  and  they  say,  "Well, 
although  you  have  very  poor  districts  in 
the  west  of  Ireland  and  a  great  manv 
paupers,  yet  there  are  a  great  many  well- 
to-do  people  and  their  condition  is  im- 
proving, so  that  notwithstanding  the  ap- 

f alling  figures  you  have  given  the  state  of 
reland  is  better  than  you  have  led  the 
House  to  suppose."  I  will  give  an 
answer  to  that  argument.  The  Irish  had 
a  great  genius  for  dealing  with  questions 
of  finance,  and  it  was  agreed  at  the  dis- 
cussion which  took  place  between  the  two 
Parliaments  at  the  end  of  the  last  century 
that  there  would  come  a  time  when  it 
would  be  possible  to  measure  the  condi- 
tions of  Ireland  and  Great  Britain  respec- 
tively, and  that  that  time  would  be  when 
a  common  tax  was  levied  on  the  same 
principle  in  both  countries.  There  is  such 
a  common  tax  now.  It  is  not  equally 
just  in  both  countries — it  is  just  in  Great 
Britain  and  unjust  in  Ireland  —  but 
it  is  ■  levied  on  the  same  principle. 
I  allude  to  the  income  tax.  These  great 
financial  authorities  at  the  end  of  the 
last  century,  among  whom  I  include  Pitt, 
agreed  that  when  such  a  tax  was  levied 
for  a  large  number  of  years  it  would  be 
possible  to  judge  the  progress  of  the  two 
countries  by  watching  its  operation.  For 
the  last  five  or  six  years  income  tax  at 
the  rate  of  8d.  in  the  £  has  been  levied 
in  these  two  interesting  islands,  on  the 
same  principle,  by  the  same  authority, 
and  passing  into  the  same  Treasury.  In 
1895  in  Ireland  income  tax  produced 
£18,000  more  than  it  produced  last  year, 
while  in  Great  Britain  last  year  it  pro- 
duced nearly  £2,000,000  more  than  it 
did  in  1896.  That  proves  that  in 
Ireland  the  condition  of  the  rich 
marches  with  the  condition  of  the  poor, 
j  and  that  they  too  are  worse  oflf  than  they 
were.    I  have  given  the  House  figures 
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with  reference  to  pauperism  and  the 
produce  of  the  income  tax,  and,  tested  by 
either,  this  grievance  is  proved  to  be  most 
acute  and  dangerous  in  Ireland.    I  will 
now  deal  with  another  British  objection. 
The  defenders  of  the  British  position  may 
say,  "  How  can  this  be  ?  "    I  would  ask 
them  to  drop  the  "  how  "  and  say,  "  Is 
this  true  1"    But  the  British  will  not  be 
satisfied  unless  the  Irish  answer  every 
poser  put  to  them.    They  will  never  deal 
with  an  Irish  grievance  unless  they  under- 
stand it.    They  ask,  "How  can  such  a 
great  grievance  arise  under  a  common 
system  of  taxation  1 "    There  have  been 
three  systems  of  taxation  in  Ireland 
during  the  century,  all  equally  oppres- 
sive. The  first  was  a  system  of  unequal 
taxation.    Ireland  was  simply  robbed 
under    that,    because    whenever  the 
English  wanted  to  take  off  a  tax  they 
merely  put  a  stop  to  a  tax  which  only 
existed  in   England.     That  grievance 
became  so  flagrant  that  equal  taxation 
was  resolved  upon,  but  under  that  system 
selected  articles  were  taxed  which  pressed 
more  hardly  on  Ireland  than  on  England, 
and  the  result  was  as  bad  under  equal  as 
it  was  under  unequal  taxation.    Then  a 
third  and  a  worse  system  than  either  has 
arisen  lately.    It  is  the  collection  of  too 
much  taxation  and  the  giving  back  of  a 
certainamount  in  grants.  I  believe  the  real 
object  for  which  that  system  was  estab- 
lished was  to  facilitate  the  plunder  of 
Ireland;  otherwise  the  system  would  have 
no  meaning.    What  is  the  object  of 
asking  Great  Britain  to  pay  too  much, 
and  then  giving  the  balance  bauk.  Tbis 
House  diwovered  only  five  taxes  that 
would  be  at  all  productive  in  Ireland. 
Almost  the  only  thing  which  would  pay 
that  was  left  out  was  the  potato,  and  the 
House  said,  "Now,  we  must  never  part 
with  any  of  the  taxes  on  these  articles." 
Then  came  the  time  when  taxation 
realised  too  much,  and  the  system  arose 
of   giving    grants.     Of    course,  the 
machinery  was  at  hand  for  cheating 
Ireland,  and  this  House   used  it.  Il 
gave  grants  to  England  and  forgot  Ii-e- 
uind.    We   have   had   an  illustration 
of   that   in   the   present  Parliament. 
The  House  has  no  historic  memory  and 
no  continuity  of  policy — to  which  may  be 
attributed  some  of  our  international  and 
other  dangers  at  the  present  moment — 
and  the  grants  which  were  given  by  the 
present  Parliament  difTered  in  their  nature 
from  previous  grants.     How  has  the 
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present  Parliament  treated  Ireland  1  In 
1896  a  lai^  grant  was  given  to  land,  and 
Ireland  received  only  £180,000  instead  of 

£800,000.  In  1898  this  House  admitted 
it  was  wrong,  and  gave  Ireland  the  larger 
sum.  Now  the  House  cannot  have  been 
right  in  both  years,  but  its  action  is  an 
example  of  how  Ireland  is  treated  under 
this  system  of  grants.  I  will  mention 
a  smaller  example.  On  what  prin- 
ciple is  the  Science  and  Art  &ant 
made  1  One  would  have  thought  that  if 
there  were  to  be  a  selection,  the  laiger 
amount  would  be  given  to  the  poorer 
country,  and  to  the  country  which  had 
the  greater  artistic  faculty  to  work  on. 
On  that  principle  the  larger  sum  would 
go  to  Ireland,  because  the  people  are 
more  artistic  and  have  more  time  to  de- 
vote to  the  work.  It,  however,  gets  not 
a  twentieth  or  a  twelfth — the  proportion 
it  pays  of  some  taxes — but  a  fifty-ninth 
of  the  grant.  In  London  alone  about 
£35,000  a  year  is  given,  whereas  the  whole 
amount  given  to  Ireland  is  only  about 
£5,000.  Without  going  into  details,  I 
have  shown  the  principle  on  which  Irela^ 
has  been  invariably  treated.  Every 
system  has  been  to  the  detriment  of 
Ireland.  The  last  point  I  have  to  men- 
tion is  a  very  strong  one,  and  refers  to 
the  war.  I  can  see  that  my  friends  from 
Ireland  mean  to  develop  this  point  as  the 
session  goes  on.  In  both  the  great  wars 
of  the  century  Ireland  was  treated  in  the 
most  cruel  way.  In  the  Crimean  War  the 
tax  was  raised  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain.  When  that  war  was  over  it  was 
taken  oSS  in  Great  Britain,  but  it  has 
never  been  reduced  apenny  in  Ireland. 
Then  m  the  French  War  that  culminated 
in  the  battle  of  Waterloo  the  tax  vaa 
raised  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  in 
the  year  after  Waterloo  £20,000,000  was 
struck  ofT  the  British  tax,  but  no  corre^ 
spending  reduction  was  made  in  Ireland. 
You  will  make  this  war  a  pretext  for 
raising  the  taxes  again,  and  when  the  war 
is  over  you  will  again  forget  to  take  them 
otf.  Now,  I  maintain  that  you  cannot  get 
money  for  this  war  from  Ireland,  beouise 
she  has  not  got  it  to  give  yoo.  The 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  smiles,  but 
if  you  do  get  anything  it  will  be  at  a 
terrible  expense  of  life.  Even  now  the 
income  tax  does  not  produce  so  much  as 
it  did.  Ireland  has  voted  against  you  ; 
all  her  people,  or  a  large  majority  of 
them,  are  solid  against  you.  The  bulk 
opinion  in  Ireland  does   not  a]^nt>ve 
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*Mr.  grant  LAWSON:  The  hon. 
Member  fuka  about  the  Act  of  Union. 
Several  hon.  Grentlemen  have  referred  to 
the  Act  of  Union,  but  they  have  not  read 
the  words  of  the  seventh  seotion  to  the 
House.  That  section,  after  providing  iot 
a  declaration  of  indiscriminate  taxation, 
provides  that  the  Fariiament  d  the  United 
Kingdom 

"  May  from  time  to  time,  as  circiimstancea 
may  require,  impose  and  ap^ly  sach  tatxes" 
[equal  on  same  Euticles]  "  subject  only  to  such 
particular  exemptions  or  abatmnoits  in  Ireland, 
and  in  that  part  of  Great  Bnt^n  called  Scot- 
land, as  circumBtances  may  af^pear  from  time 
to  time  to  demand." 

That  section  appears  quite  unnecessary. 
It  is  an  inherent  power  of  any  Oovemment 
to  do  that  at  any  time.  Under  that  Irelsuid 
was  exempted  from  land  tax,  house  tax, 
passenger  duty,  and  establishment 
charges.  It  is  not  only  in  the  Treaty  itself 
that  Parliament  has  the  right  to  make 
exemptions  and  abiUemeiits.  We  have 
had  this  point  put  to  us  as  settled  by 
authorities  on  taxation.  The  Commission 
which  decided  it  consisted  of  very  eminent 
financiers,  and  originally  consisted  of  thir- 
teen members,  ten  of  whom  were  Irish  or 
drawn  from  that  section  of  the  British 
who  are  more  Irish  than  the  Irish  them- 
selves. That  mixture  not  being  strong 
enough,  two  more  Irish  were  added  to 
the  Coinmission.  The  report  gave  two 
pages  of  agreed  report  and  200  <u  different 
reasons,  and  the  two  pages  which  were 
jwreed  did  not  answer  anything  at  alL 
The  hon.  Baronet  said  that  in  the  matter 
of  taxation  for  this  war  Irishmen  will  pay 
a  disproportionate  share  

Sir  T.  a  ESMONDE :  On  the  basis  of 

the  finding  of  the  Royal  Commission. 

*Mr-  grant  LAWSON  :  If  it  faUs  on 
taxable  commodities  it  presses  the  indivi- 
dual The  individual  who  drinks  whi^y 
wUl  pay  a  disproportionate  share  as 
against  that  paid  by  a  less  convivial 
character,  just  as  he  will  in  England. 
The  hon.  Member  for  Islington  suggested 
you  ought  to  have  given  larger  grants  to 
Ireland  in  matters  of  technical  instruc- 
tion, but  the  L-ish  decline  to  recognise 
what  they  call  a  miserable  apology  for 
a  set  off  by  liberality  in  matters  of 
expenditure.  I  hope  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site will  press  this  to  a  division^  because 
I  desire  to  see  how  many  there  are  who 
suggest  that  England  should  pay  more  in 
ord^  that  Ireland  may  pay  less. 

2  S  NUUK  Day,. 
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of  the  war,  and  in  making  the  protest 
which  they  make  by  this  Amendment  the 
Irish  people  make  a  perfectly  just  protest 
which  I  o(nnmend  to  the  sympathy  of  the 
House. 

*Mk.  grant  LAWSON  (Yorkshire, 
N.R.,  Thirsk) :  The  answer  to  the  charge 
that  the  hon.  Member  has  made  that  we 
heap  heavier  taxes  on  Ireland  and  the 

people  grow  poorer  is  that  the  taxes 
nave  not  been  raised  in  Ireland  up  to  the 
same  level  as  in  Great  Britain,  and  that 
the  people  are  able  to  consume  more 
taxable  commodities,  and  that  seems  to 
show  that  they  are  growing,  not  poorer, 
but  richer. 

♦Mr.  LOUGH :  A  clear  £700,000  was 
the  result  (A  the  fresh  taxes  imposed  in 
1894  and  1896. 

•Mr.  grant  LAWSON:  The  hon. 
Member  aj^rently  refers  to  the  whisky 
tax. 

*Mr.  LOUGH :  No,  the  income  tax  and 
the  death  duties. 

*Mr.  grant  LAWSON:  Then  I 
gather  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  means  that 
the  disparity  is  increased  by  the  income 
tax  and  the  taxation  of  property  passing 
at  death.  I  am  perfectly  sure  that  Iridi- 
men  will  not  endorse  th^  statement.  In 
considering  fixed  taxation  on  certain  com> 
modities  you  must  assume,  if  it  is  found 
that  fewer  people  produce  a  greater 
amount,  that  those  people  are  getting 
not  worse  but  better  off.  It  is  a  sign  of 
increased  prosperity  that  they  can  con- 
sume more  taxable  articles.  Now,  the 
bon.  Baxonet  just  now  appeared  unhappy 
because  Our  answer  to  the  party  which  ne 
adorns  has  been  that  Ireland  has  no  finan- 
cial grievance  at  all  That  is  a  satisfactory 
answer.  In  assuming  that  Ireland  has 
a  grievance  we  must  see  how  the  indi- 
vidual is  situated.  It  is  said  that  the' 
grievance  is  the  grievance  of  the  nation 
and  not  an  individual  grievance  of  the 
people  forming  that  nation.  Of  course, 
if  the  individual  ^evance  is  nothing  the 
nation  has  no  gnevance.  Now,  the  indi- 
vidual living  in  Ireland  has  no  grievance 
whatever.  He  pays  the  same  taxation  as 
people  living  here. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford): 
What  about  the  Union  1 
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Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal,  S.): 
We  are  now  discussing  a  question  in 
which  the  majority  of  Irish  Members  say 
that  byacleverarrangementof  this  country 
Ireland  is  monstrously  overtaxed:  yet  the 
benches  opposite  -present  the  appearance 
they  usually  do  on  a  fuU-dresii  Indian 
debate.  They  do  not  think  it  worth  while 
to  come  down  and  hear  our  criticisms.  I 
am  glad  the  hon.  Gentleman  did  not 
deliver  his  speech  in  the  presence  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  because  they 
take  very  different  views.  His  argument 
is  that  as  taxation  fails  on  the  unit  it 
does  not  matter  whore  that  unit  lives. 
The  Fix-st  Lord  of  the  Admiralty,  when 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  was  the 
father  of  the  expression  that  Ireland  was 
a  separate  fiscal  unit.  He  acknowledged 
it  in  1891.  We  all  know,  and  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  knew,  because  he  was  a 
well-informed  man,  the  real  condition  of 
Ireland,  but  the  bulk  of  the  English 
people  could  not  know  that  Ireland  was 
overtaxed  to  the  extent  of  two  and  a 
half  millions  per  annum.  But  I  need  not 
go  into  those  details  now,  and  the  House 
would  not  care  to  listen  to  me  if  I  did. 
The  Amendment  complains  of  over- 
taxation now,  and  that  it  will  be 
undoubtedly  enhanced  by  the  present 
war.  I  differ  from  the  hon.  Member  for 
Islington  in  believing  that  what  took 
place  at  the  time  of  the  Union  is  no  longer 
interesting.  The  7th  Section  of  the  Act 
of  Union  was  wholly  ignored,  or  rather, 
was  ruthlessly  violated.  At  the  time  of  the 
Union  both  Irish  and  English  statesmen 
saw  that  it  would  have  the  effect  of 
robbing  Ireland  by  unfairly  taxing 
her  in  the  event  of  a  war.  The 
last  Speaker  of  the  Irish  House  of 
Commons,  Mr.  Foster,  was  the  greatest 
fiscal  authority  of  his  time.  For  sixteen 
yeaiB  after  the  Union  we  had  in  the 
English  House  an  Irish  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  to  guard  our  interests,  and  Mr. 
Foster  was  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer 
for  some  time.  He  strongly  opposed  the 
Union  for  fiscal  reasons,  and  I  will  just 
quote  a  sentence  from  a  speech  made  a 
century  ago  which  is  applicable  at 
the  present  time.  Mr.  FuSiter  said  that 
Mr.  Pitt  wanted  the  Union  not  from 
any  desire  to  reform  the  Irish  Constitu- 
tion, hut  in  order  to  take  the  guardianship 
of  the  people's  purse  out  of  the  hands  of 
the  Irish  representatives,  so  that  Ireland 
might  be  unfairly  taxed  in  the  event  of  a 
war.    Mr.  Pitt  attempted  to  buy  and  stop 


Mr.  Foster's  mouth  by  writing  a  letter, 
which  I  have  seen,  attenopting  to  bribe 
him  with  the  offer  of  an  English  peerage 
in  order  to  get  his  vote.  I  wnll 
not  say  more  about  the  Act  of  Union 
except  this.  The  object  of  the  seventh 
section  of  the  Act  <A  ITnion  was  that  the 
National  Debts  of  the  two  countries  before 
the  date  of  the  Union  should  be  kept 
separate,  and  that  Ireland,  in  matters  of 
taxation,  should  be  treated  with  considera- 
tion and  with  an  absolute  regard  to  her 
ability  to  pay  taxes,  and  that  in  the  event 
of  a  surplus  from  Irish  sources  it  should 
be  expended  upon  Irish  purposes.  1 
would  implore  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  not  to  rely  on  the  authority 
of  Mr.  Gladstone  (ad  cUd  the  First  Lord  ri 
the  Adnuralty  in  1870)  for  supporting 
the  present  financial  system  between 
England  and  Ireland.  The  First  Lord 
of  the  Admiralty  wrote  an  article 
upon  the  subj  ect  in  the  Cmtem  pom  ty 
Review,  and  Mr.  Gladstone,  speaking  ou 
the  merits  of  the  article,  said  that  Ireland 
loudly  and  bitterly  complained  that 
England  had  failed  to  deal  justly  witb 
her,  and  that  after  some  inquiry  into  a 
very  intricate  subject  he  was  compelled  to 
agree.  When  the  income  tax  was  first 
imposed  in  1853  the  great  majority  of 
the  people  voted  against  it  through  thick 
and  thin,  and  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer knows  that  this  tax  will  not  he 
cheerfully  paid.  We  know  that  Ireland 
has  been  mercilessly  robbed  under  the 
Act  of  Union.  The  truth  is  that  the 
(Jovernment  enforce  the  Act  of  Union 
when  it  tells  against  Ireland,  and  ignore 
it  when  it  is  in  her  favour.  The  passing 
of  the  7th  Article  of  the  Act  of  Union 
arran^  that  Ireland  should  have  separate 
taxation,  and  ^ould  be  separately  con- 
sidered, and  above  all,  that  the  pre-Uni(m 
debt  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  millioiH 
should  never  be  charged  to  Ireland.  It  was 
only  owing  to  the  insertion  of  that  article 
that  the  Act  of  Union  was  carried  even 
in  the  bribed  Parliament  of  that  day. 
What  followed  1  The  amalgamation  <tf 
the  Exchequers  took  place  when  Ireland 
had  a  public  debt  of  only  28  millions,  and 
one  million  of  a  rent  charge,  while  En^nd 
at  the  same  time  had  a  debt  nf  450 
raiilions,  with  1 7  millions  of  a  rent  cbai^ge. 
An  hon.  Member  tells  us  that  Parliameot 
had  a  perfect  right  to  repeal  the  ith 
Article  of  the  Act  of  Union ;  but  the  Act  of 
Union  was  more  than  an  Act  of  Parliament 
The  Act  of  Union  was  a  treatv  between 
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two  great  contractiiig  powers,  between 
two  natdons.  I  will  not  trouble  the  House 
with  the  details  of  it,  which  are  well 
Mough  known  already.     But  we  must 

recollect  how  the  Act  of  Union  was 
carried  as  between  one  legislature  and 
another.  Mr.  Pitt  was  fully  alive  to  this. 
He  was  asked  what  guarantee  would  be 
given  by  the  House  of  Commons,  on  the 
2l8t  April,  1800,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  7th  Article  of  the  Act  would  not 
be  violated.  We  know  what  Sir.  Pitt's 
strictures  were.  In  his  loftiest  style  he 
aaid  :  "  If  I  were  asked, '  What  security 
would  you  give  to  Ireland  for  the 
performance  of  the  7th  Article  1 '  I 
would  answer,  None ;  the  liberality,  the 
honour,  and  the  love  of  justice  6f  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  have  never  yet 
been  found  deficient."  I  say,  "  Go  and 
tell  that  to  the  Boers ! "  O'Connell  in 
1843  characterised  the  Union  as  "  a  gross 
financial  swindle,"  and  said  that  if  his 
advice,  as  a  lawyer,  were  asked  in  regard 
to  a  proposed  partnership  between  a  man 
owing  21  millions  and  a  man  owing  460 
millions  he  would  be  inclined  to  say  to 
the  attorney,  "  Is  our  poor  client  on  the 
way  to  a  lunatic  asylimi  f "  This  over 
taxation  of  Ireland  will  be  protested 
against  with  the  vigour  of  one  voice  and 
one  party  acting  together  in  unison.  It 
viiW  be  raised  again  and  again,  because 
this  Act  of  Union,  under  which  this 
wrong  and  injustice  has  been  perpetrated, 
is  an  unconscionable  wron§  so  great  that 
the  gentlemen  who  committed  it  would 
4liagrace  the  dock  of  the  Central  Criminal 
■Court.  In  season  and  out  of  season  we 
diall  protest  against  this  malidoua  wrong 
tiU  it  be  righted,  for  we  believe  that  our 
efforts  have  the  sympathy  of  the  world. 

Mr.  RENTOUL  (Down,  E.):  I  hope 
my  hon.  friend  will  not  press  this  motion 
to  a  division,  especially  when  I  remind 
him  of  what  took  place  last  year.  He  is 
perfectly  well  aware  that  Members  on  this 
side  of  the  House  join  with  him  and  his 
colleagues  in  this  matter.  He  will 
recollect  that  there  is  one  thing 
iboth  he  and  his  opponents  were  care- 
ful to  insist  upon,  namelly,  that  there 
should  be  nothing  done  to  put  us  in  a 
.definite  position,  and  when  it  was  pro- 
posed that  the  matter  should  be  brought 
up  again  we  were  all  anxious  that  it 
should  not  be  brought  up-  in  such  a  way 
as  to  imply  a  vote  of  censure.  Under 
these  circumstances,  and  seeing  what  took 


place  then,  I  would  put  it  to  my  hon. 
friend  not  to  go  to  a  division  on  this 
matter  this  evenin|^  for  the  simple  reason 
that  we  feel  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to 

go  into  the  other  lobby.    He  knows  that 
since  this  session  began  there  has  been 
proposed  a  vote  of  censure  on  the  Govern- 
ment in  connection  with  this  war.  He 
knows  that  even  this  Amendment  is  mixed 
up  with  the  war,  and  as  soon  as  any  men- 
tion of  the  war  is  made  in  an  Amendment 
I  for  one  would  vote  against  it.     If  the 
matter  is  deferred  till  a  time  when  a  vote 
can  be  t^en  without  implying  censure  on 
the  Ch>vemment^  hon.  Membei^  opposite 
will  find  that  I  and  my  colleagues  in 
Ulster  have  not  changed  our  minds.  I 
think  the  discussion    that    has  taken 
place    has    served    a   good  purpose. 
It    is     necessary    to   keep    the  ball 
rolling.    As  to  what  has  been  said  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  South  Done- 
gal, it  was  largely  a  repetition  of  what 
has  gone  before ;  at  the  same  time  that 
is  no  reason  why  the  matter  should  not  be 
brought  up  again  and  again.    The  desire  in 
'  the  heart  of  everyone  in  the  Committee 
I  Room  upstairs  was  that  Irish  Members 
I  should  all  act  together.    Moreover,  after 
I  what  has  been  said  by  the  hon,  Mem- 
!  ber,  the  leader  of  the  Irish  Unionist 
'  party,  for  whom  our  estimation  is  miles 
'  higher  than  before,  I  ask  my  hon.  friends, 
for  the  sake  of  Auld  Lang  Syne,  not  to 
press  the  Amendment  to  a  division,  but 
I  reserve  it  for  another  and  more  con- 
;  venient  season,  when  Unionist  Members 
J  from    Ireland    can    support   it  with- 
'  out  joining  in  a  vote  of  censure  on  the 
j  Government. 

'  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  I  had  not 
;  intended  taking  part  in  this  debate,  but 
'  after  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
;  for  East  Down  I  think  I  should  offer 

some  answer  to  the  remarks  he  has 
!  made.    Considering  the  past  relations 

between  us  and  the  Members  for  whom 
I  he  speaks,  it  would  scarcely  be  courteous 
I  on  my  part  unless  I  made  some  answer. 
I  I  will  endeavour  to  explain  in  a 
'  few  sentences  how  the  matter  presents 

itself  to  my  mind.  I  believe  that  a 
'  great  many  Members  are  deterred  from 

taking  part  in  these  debates  by  the  idea 
,  that  this  is  a  very  difficult  and  complicated 

question,  and  that  in  order  to  understand 
'  it  it  ia  necessary  to  study  deeply  the  his- 
I  tory  of  the  past,  and  to  pore  over  the 
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evidence  contained  in  bulky  Blue-books. 
I  do  not  take  that  view  at  all.  It  seems 
to  me  in  essence  a  question  that  is 
easily  and  simply  understood.    An  hon. 

Member  opposite  has  told  us  that  he 
has  read  every  word  of  the  evidence  given 
before  the  Royal  Commission,  but  I 
must  say,    without  meaning  any  dis- 
respect to  him,  that  if  he  has  done 
80  he  has  exhibited  a  lamentable  ignwance 
of  the  question  as  it  presents  itseu  to  us. 
Here  is  a  treaty  made  between  two  nations 
on  certain  terms.    One  of  those  terms  is 
that  the  Irish  nation,  one  of  the  parties  to 
^e  ta-eaty,  was  never  to  be  taxed  beyond 
her  relative  capacity  to  bear  taxation. 
Ireluid  under  that  treaty,  or  Act  of  Union, 
was  to  contribute  to  the  Imperial  expendi- 
ture only  in  proportion  to  her  resources. 
The  hon.  Member  for  the  Thirsk  Division 
quoted  two  or  three  words  from  the 
seventh  article  of  the  treaty,  and  put  a 
construction  of  his  own  upon  it,  but  if 
anybody  is  uncertain  as  to  the  meaning 
ana  wants  to  interpret  that  article,  suroly 
the  reasonable  thing  would  be  to  go  back 
to  the  declfu'ations  al  Ei^lish  statesmen  at 
the  time  when  the  treaty  was  made.  Mr. 
Pitt,  Lord  CasUereagh,  and  other  English- 
men at  the  time  declared  that  the  meaning 
of  that  seventh  article  was  that  Ireland 
should  never  be  taxed  beyond  her  relative 
taxable  capacity,  and  Lord  Castlereagh 
stated  that  the  ratio  of  Ireland's  contribu- 
tion must   ever  correspond  with  her 
relative  wealth  and  prosperity.  There- 
fore the  question  is  quite  a  simple  one, 
and   aU    these    speeches    going  into 
elaborate  details  are  beside  the  issue. 
The  question  is  a  simple  one,  and  it  is 
this — it  has  not  been  denied  by  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the  Exchequer  and  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  that  under  the  Act 
of  Union  Ireland  is  only  entitled  to  be 
taxed  according  to  her  relative  taxable 
capacity.    The  plain  issue  therefore  is, 
is  she  taxed  more  than  she  ought  to  be, 
and  beyond  her  taxable  capacity,  and 
if  she  is,  are  you  going  to  repudiate 
the  treaty  of  Union  ?   Now,  on  the  ques- 
tion as  to  whether  Ireland  is  taxed 
beyond  her  relative  capacity  there  cannot 
be  any  doubt   The  Hoyal  Commission 
found  she  was,  and  that  since  1753  the 
taxation  of  Ireland  has  been  doubled, 
whilst  the  taxation  of  England  has  been 
largely  diminished,  and    nobody  who 
heMtl  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Member 
for  West   Islington   coiUd  fail   to  be 
struck  by  the  extraordinary  figures  he 

Mr.  Jchn  Bedtnond. 


^ve  the  House.   During  the  period  when 
uie  taxation  of  Ireland  was  doubled  and 
that  of  England  diminished  the  pauperinn 
of  Ireland  increased  from  294,000,  or  54 
per  thousand    of    the    population,  to 
536,000,  or  105  per  thousand  of  the 
population,  and  during  the  same  period 
the  prosperity  of  England  increased  and 
the  pauperism  of  England  diminished  by 
one-half.    These  figures,  to  my  mind,  are 
extraordinary  in  their  significance,  and  I 
say  there  is  no  answer  to  the  judgmeDt 
of  the  Royal  Commission  that  freland  is 
today  taxed  beyond  her  relative  capir 
city  to  bear  taxation.     If  that  be  so, 
I  say  that  the  only  answer  left  to 
you  is  a  repudiation  of  the  Act  of  Union, 
and  I  say  it  is  a  serious  question  for  the 
Unionist  party  to  take  up  that  position 
on  this  question.  I  do  not  intend  to  delay 
the  House  further  than  to  say  that  this 
question  has  now  been  before  the  countiy 
and  Parliament  for  several  years.  I  admit 
in  the  frankest  and  fullest  way  that  the 
Irish  Unionist  opinion  is  on  our  side  in 
this  matter.    The  right  hon.  and  gallant 
Member  who  leads  the  Irish  Unionist  party 
in  this  House  pTesided  at  a  conference  of 
Irish  Members  held  upstairs,  and  with  <hw 
or  two  exceptions  the  Irish  Unionist  Mem- 
bers were  in  thorough  sympathy  with  our 
demands,  and  up  to  a  certain  point  they 
gave  us  considerable  assistance.  But 
what  has  happened  ?   We  have  argued 
this  question  and  they  have  argued  it 
We  have  had  full-dress  debate  areer  full- 
dress  debate.    But  have  we  got  any 
further  t    Sir,  we  have  not  advanced  one 
single  inch.    I  had  almost  said  we  had 
gone  bade,  in  spite  of  the  help  the  Irish 
Unimist  Members  opposite  have  given  us 
in  making  efftsctive  debates  and  argomenta 
upon  this  question.    Now,  what  an  ve 
to  do  under  the  circumstances  t    We  are 
driven  back  to  the  old  position  which  we 
always  in  the  past  adopted  when  we 
wanted  to  force  a  remedy  Ibr  any  griev- 
ances upon  this  House.    We  have  tried 
argument,  we  have  tried  appeals  coming 
from  a  practically  united  Ireland,  and  we 
have  failed.  What  are  we  to  do  t  The  hoo. 
Member  for  East  Down  says  everythine 
on  this  question  has  been  heard  on  both 
sides,  but  I  aigue  that  from  time  to  time 
the  question  ought  to  be  brought  up  again, 
and  we  ought  to  hav*  more  full-oma 
debates.    Does  he  not  know  as  a  |HacticaI 
man  that  by  such  proceedii^  we  would 
not  advance  our  case  a  single,  inch  in  oor 
lifetime  % 
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Mr.  KENTOUL:  Will  pressing  the 
nutter  to  a  division  now  advance  it  1 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  :  As  a  practi- 
■cal  man  the  hon.  Member  must  know  that 
the  only  chance  we  have  of  bringing  this 
-question  to  a  successful  issue  is  to  make 
it  a  troublesome,  and,  if  possible,  a 
dangerous  question  for  every  English 
party  which  may  be  in  power  to  ignore 
-and  despise.  I  therefore  take  the  view 
that  this  question  must  be  pressed  upon 
the  attention  of  the  House  of  Commons 
and  the  Government,  and  not  by  a  series 
of  full-dress  debates  only.  I  think  the 
proper  action  for  iis  to  take  is  to  press  it 
forward  on  every  stage  of  the  Budget. 
It  ought  to  be  pressed  forward  at  every 
stage  of  the  Budget,  and  of  course  if  we 
take  that  course  our  friends  opposite 
«annot  follow  us,  becouse  they  naturally 
would  not  take  part  in  an  attempt  to 
■defeat  the  Government  on  the  Budget, 
and  it  seems,  therefore,  if  we  are  to  listen 
to  the  appeal  made  to  us  and  fall  in  with 
the  view  now  expressed,  that  we  ought  to 
take  no  really  serious  action  upon  this 
question  in  attempting  to  force  it  on 
the  Grovernment.  I  and  my  colleagues 
-of  this  side  are  not  content  to  let  these 
full-dress  debates  go  on  and  to  leave  the 
Government  in  peace.  I  am  in  favour  of 
dividing  on  this  question,  because  it  will 
impress  upon  the  Government  that  we  are 
determined  to  take  an  aggressive  and 
militant  attitude  on  this  question,  and  to 
make  it  a  troublesome  one  in  the  future. 
Let  me  put  this  to  the  House.  If 
Ihis  question  is  to  be  brought  to  a 
successful  issue  by  an  expression  of 
opinion  from  the  Unionist  Members 
ior  Ireland,  we  have  got  that  and  will 
Always  get  it,  because,  whether  or  not 
we  divide,  hon.  Members  such  as  those 
"who  have  ^ust  spoken  will  not  go  back 
•on  their  opmions,  but  wilt  always  say  we 
Are  right  in  asking  for  a  redress  of  this 
^evance.  We  shall  not  lose  anything  by 
their  not  voting  ;  we  have  got  the  value  of 
their  opinions.  What  we  mean  by  going 
to  a  division  is  that  we  are  prepared  to 
itake  independent  action,  and  to  make  this 
question  a  real  trouble  and  danger  to  the 
•Govemtoent  on  every  possible  occasion. 
I  hope  the  hon.  and  learned  Member  will 
not  think  I  have  answered  his  appeal  in 
■either  a  discourteous  or  unreasonable 
way  ;  I  have  endeavoured  to  answer  it  in 
a  frank  way,  and  I  hope  the  House 
will  understand  oiu*  position. 


*The  chancellor  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bristol, 
W.) :  It  is  not  for  me  to  suggest  to  those 
who  take  a  different  view  to  mine  how 
best  they  may  promote  their  view,  but  I 
very  much  doubt  if  any  good  has  really 
been  done  to  their  cause  by  those  who 
desire  to  follow  the  policy  suggested  by 
the  hon.  and  teamed  Member  ^  Water- 
ford  in  bringing  forward  the  question  now. 
I  will  not  attempt  to  dett  .in  the  House 
at  this  moment,  when  time  is  so  important, 
by  dwelling  on  arguments  used  in  past 
debates.     It  has  neen  said  again  and 
again  on  either  side  that  the  whole  ques- 
tion has  been  thoroughly  threshed  out  on 
more  than  one  occasion  during  the  present 
'  Parliament,   and  I  do  not  think  we 
I  need  go  back  to-night  to  the  great 
I  principles  that  divide  us  upon  these 
I  matters,  and  the  arguments  by  which 
those  principles  are  supported.    But  I 
demur  entirely,  and  in  a  few  sentences 
will  state  my  reasons,  to  the  view  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  has 
expressed,  that  the  Act  of  Union  requires 
'  that  the  taxation  of  Ireland  is  to  be 
decided  according  to  the  taxable  capacity 
of  Ireland,  and  that  any  other  method  of 
dealing  with  the  taxation  of  the  country 
I  is  a  repudiation  of  the  Act  of  Union.  The 
I  Act  (rfUnion  contemplated  in  the  seventh 
'  article  the  union  of  the  exchequers  and  the 
*  adoption  of  a  common  system  of  taxation 
throughout  the  United  Kingdom.  That 
was  decided  with  the  assent — which  was 
I  a  ready  assent — of  the  representatives  of 
i  Ireland  in  1817,  and  ever  since  that  time 
!  that  has  taken  place  which  was  laid  down 
j  as  the  object  to  be  attained  in  the  seventh 
I  article  of  the  Act  of  Union — namely,  that 
'  the  expenditure  of  the  country  should  be 
i  defrayed  indiscriminately  by  taxes  upon 
the  same  urticles  in  the  two  countries; 
'  then  comes  the  proviso,  on  which  aXfXM 
'  the  case  of  the  hon.  Members  opposite 
:  rests,  "  subject  only  to  such  exemptions 
'  and  abatements  as  circimistances  appeiur 
I  from  time  to  time  to  demand." 

I  Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND :  The  right 
I  hon.  Gentleman  will  forgive  me  for 
I  interrupting,  but  may  I  say  that  I  inters 
I  pret  these  words  by  the  statements  of  Mr. 
Pitt  and  Lord  Castlereagh. 

•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  interpret 
'  the  words  of  the  Act  of  Union  by  the  Act 
of  Union  itself.    Parliament,  long  ago,  as 
I  have  said,  with  the  assent  of  the  Irish 
representatives  of  that  date,  adopted  this 
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equal  system  of  taxation  on  the  same 
articles  throughout  the  United  Kingdom ; 
and  1  hope  with  all  my  heart  that  Parlia- 
ment will  not  depart  from  that  position. 
I  will  not  deal  at  length  with  this  ques- 
tion of  exemptions  and  abatements.  I 
will  only  say  that,  as  far  as  I  am  con- 
cerned, I  accept  the  view  laid  down  last 
session  by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  in  a  speech  which 
has  been  very  much  discussed  in  the 
course  of  this  debate — namely,  that  the 
proviso,  whatever  it  meant,  had  no 
reference  to  any  periodical  calculation 
of  the  taxable  capacity  of  different 
parts  of  the  United  Kingdom,  whether 
of  Scotland  or  Ireland;  or  to  any 
attempt  based  on  such  a  calculation 
to  adapt  the  taxation  in  these  countries 
on  that  basis.  It  simply  referred  to  this, 
that  care  should  be  taken,  as  care  had 
been  taken  for  the  previous  100  years  in 
Scotland,  that  taxes  should  not  unfairly 
oppress  individuals  or  industries  in  one 
country  as  compared  with  the  others. 
That  really  in  my  belief  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  framers  of  the  proviso.  That 
was  the  way  it  was  understood  for  more 
than  a  hundred  years  in  Scotland,  and  it 
was  adopted  in  the  Act  of  Union  for  Ire- 
Jand  from  the  Act  of  Union  between 
England  and  Scotland.  All  this  notion 
of  taxable  capacity  as  connected  with  a 
common  system  of  taxation  is,  in  my 
belief,  entirely  an  erroneous  offspring 
from  the  report  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sion, hlavine  said  that  much  I  will 
confine  myselfto  an  attempt  to  deal  with 
what  seems  to  be  the  object  of  this 
motion.  It  is,  no  doubt — and  the  hon. 
and  learned  Member  for  Waterford  so 
indicated — a  sort  of  preliminary  skirmish 
on  a  question  of  which  we  may  expect  to 
hear  a  great  deal  in  the  course  of  the 
session,  but  it  has  also  been  raised,  per- 
haps mainly  raised,  at  the  present  time 
with  reference  to  expenditure  on  the  war. 
Hon.  Members  below  the  gangway  oppo- 
site object  to  the  war,  and  they  will 
object,  I  do  not  doubt,  to  all  expenditure 
on  the  war,  and  from  that  point  of  view 
they  are  perfectly  justified  in  opposing 
any  proposals  for  increase  of  taxation  on 
account  of  war  expenditure  and  in  taking 
such  a  course  as  they  may  think  right 
and  proper  for  resisting  them.  But  if  I 
may  dismiss  for  a  moment^  by  way  of 
argument,  the  question  of  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  of  Union,  let  me  say 
that  the  imposition  of  increased  taxation 
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on  Ireland  on  account  of  the  war  cannot 
on  any  othereround  create  uiy  injustice 
to  Ireland,  l^e  hon.  Baronet  opposite,  the 
Member  for  the  Gockermouth  Division 
of    Cumberland,     spoke    and  voted 
against  the  war  the  other  night,  and  he 
will,  no  doubt,  oppose  taxation  on  account 
of  the  war  as  strongly  as  Members  from 
Ireland  j  but,  assuming  that  the  majority 
of  this  House  is  of  a  different  opinion,  he 
will  be  in  a  minority,  and  he  and  his  con- 
stituents will  not  have  the  faintest  reason 
to  complain  of  any  injustice  with  r^ard 
to  the  result.    The  only  way,  ther^re, 
in  which  this  question,  the  expenditure  on 
the  war,  is  really  relevant  to  the  matter 
of  Irish  financial  relations  is  that,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
I)ublin,  if  there  should  be — upon  which 
in  February  I  certainly    express  no 
opinion — an  .  increase    of    taxation  on 
account  of  the  war.  that  increase  wiil 
aggravate  what  he  considers  the  present 
injustice  to  Ireland.    I  would  just  ob- 
serve in  passing  that  it  does  not  at  ail 
follow,  assuming  there  be  injustice  to 
Ireland  in  the  present  system,  that  it 
would  be  aggravated  by  an  increase  (tf 
taxation.    Hon.  Members  who  have  ex- 
amined this  question  know  that  a  greater 
percentage  of  certain  taxes,  according  to 
the  calcinations  which  have  been  made  of 
the  true  revenue  raised  in  both  countries, 
is  raised  in  Ireland,  as  compared  with  the 
rest  of  the  United  Kingdom,  than  of  other 
taxes.   For  example,  suppose — hon.  Mem- 
bers will  remember  I  am  not  in  any  way 
suggesting  anything  with  regard  to  future 
taxation ;  it  is  much  too  early  in  Felnruary 
to  do  that — but  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  it  was  necessary  to  raise  revenue  by 
largely  increased  taxation  on  account  of 
the  war,  and  that  the  whole  of  the  increase 
was  raised  by  direct  taxation,  certainly 
that  would  not  aggravate  any  injustice 
Members  from  Ireland  complain  of ;  that 
must  be  admitted  by  hon.  Members  oppo- 
site. The  simple  fact  is  this— Ireland  pay  a 
a  very  much  less  proportion  of  direct  taxa- 
tion than  she  paysof  indirect  taxati(m,or  al 
direct  and  indirect  taxation  taken  together. 
I  will  give  an  instance  from  what  hap- 
pened oat  session.    It  was  a  small  matter,. 
t)ut  I  had  to  increase  taxation  by  some- 
thing tike  X900,000  a  year,  and  I  increased 
the  stamp  duties,  mainly,  if  not  entirely, 
on  documents  connected  with  Stock  Ex- 
change transactions,  and  I  placed  an  in- 
creased duty  on  wine.    Now,  was  that  an 
aggravation  of  the  injustice  to  Ireland  t 
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Mr.  CLANCY  (Dublin,  N.) :  Cer- ! 
tainly. 

*SlR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Then  why 
did  not  hon.  Members  oppose  it  on  that 
ground  1  Upon  the  ground  that  it 
aggravated  the  injustice  to  Ireland  there 
was  not  a  single  protest  against  the 
Budget  of  last  session. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  The  more  shame  to 
Irish  Members. 

♦Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  do  not 
ventiu-e  to  suggest  that  Irish  Members 
neglected  their  ofuty. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  It  is  an  invitation  to 
us  this  session,  and  I  hops  we  shall  not 
neglect  it. 

*Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  I  should  not 
have  given  the  invitation  if  I  had  not  had 
the  promise  already.  I  believe  that  hon. 
Members  on  that  occasion  did  not  neglect 
their  duty,  and  I  am  convinced  that  if 
those  who  have  studied  this  question  had 
seen  an  increase  of  injustice  last  year  they 
would  have  opposed  the  proposal  on  that 
ground.  Let  me  say  something  more.  I 
Hstened  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber for  Islington  on  this  subject,  to  which 
he  has  given  great  attention.  From  his 
point  of  view  the  injustice  which  he 
holds  Ireland  has  to  complain  of  under  the 
present  system  is  a  Rowing  injustice. 
Very  well.  But,  even  if  you  deal  solely 
with  the  question  of  revenue,  it  cer- 
tainly is  not  a  growing  injustice  so  far 
as  the  proportion  of  our  revenue  raised  in 
Ireland  is  concerned.  The  Royal  Com- 
mission reported  upon  the  figures  of  the 
year  1893-94.  In  that  year  it  was  calcu- 
lated tb&t  the  total  true  revenue  raised 
was  £89,286,000  and  the  true  revenue 
raised  in  Ireland  .£7,558,000.  They  re- 
ported that  the  proportion  of  the  total 
revenue  raised  in  Ireland  was,  I  think,  I 
in  11.  Since  that  time  that  proportion 
has  been  steadily  din<'niihing. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  I  do  not 
wish  to  interrupt  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man, but  were  those  figures  accepted  by 
the  Royal  Commission  1  There  were 
several  suggestions  as  to  mahiDg  them 
more  accurate. 

•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  I  beUeve 
they  are  the  figures  on  which  tJie  calcula- 


tions of  the   Royal  Commission  of  the 

froportionate  revenue  of  England  and 
reland  were  based.  What  were  the  last 
figures  presented  to  Parliament  for  the 
year  18^&-99 1  The  true  revenue  of 
Great  Britain  had  increased  to 
£108,837,000,  the  true  revenue  of  Ire- 
laud  had  increased  to  £8,202,000.  The 
true  revenue  of  Great  Britain  therefore 
had  inareased  by  £19,500,000,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort,  and  the  true  revenue 
of  Ireland  by  about  £650,000.  Although 
it  is  premature  to  give  figures  with 
regard  to  the  outcome  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  I  am  convinced  from 
what  1  have  already  seen  that  the  in- 
crease in  the  true  revenue  of  Great 
Britain  is  Hkely  to  be  at  least  £4,000,000 
more  than  that  of  the  year  1898-1899, 
while  the  increase  in  the  revenue  of 
Ireland  may  possibly  be  £250,000.  The 
result  is  thu — that  whereas  the  Royal 
Commission  reported  that  the  proportion 
of  the  revenue  of  the  United  Kingdom 
raised  in  Ireland  was  one  in  eleven,  it  now 
comes  to  something  like  one  in  fifteen. 
What  is  the  answer  of  the  hon.  Member  for 
Islington  t  He  says  the  wealth  of  Great 
Britain  has  enormously  increased,  and 
that  the  wealth  of  Ireland  has  diminished, 
that  Ireland  is  a  poorer  country  than  she 
was.  With  regard  to  the  years  I  have 
quoted  I  entirely  admit  that  the  wealth  of 
Great  Britain  has  largely  increased ;  it  is 
the  fact  that  the  main  part  of  the  ^reat 
increase  in  revenue  in  Great  ^tain  to 
which  I  have  referred  has  arisen  from 
increased  direct  taxation  levied  since 
1893-94,  from  the  increase  of  the  death 
duties  ;  but  it  arises  also  from  an  increase 
in  the  wealth  of  the  country.  Neither 
the  income  tax,  nor  the  death  duties,  nor 
any  form  of  direct  taxation,  can  for  a 
moment  fairly  be  argued  to  press  heavily 
on  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  says 
Ireland  has  become  very  much  poorer 
since  1864;  that  is  not  my  view.  As  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  Thirak  Division  has 
already  pointed  out  to  the  House,  there 
has  been  a  considerable  increase  since  that 
time  in  the  receipts  from  indirect  taxation 
on  dutiable  articles  in  Ireland.  There  is 
no  doubt  about  it,  and  why  1  Because 
there  has  been  an  increased  consumption 
of  those  articles,  some  of  which  certainly 
are  subject  to  less  taxation  than  they  were 
in  that  day. 

•Mb.  lough  :  On  the  whole  the  rate 
of  taxation  is  more. 
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*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  It  may  be 
that  the  rote  of  taxation  on  spirits  is 
higher ;  the  rate  of  taxation  on  beer  ia 
higher ;  but  does  any  hon.  Member  desire 
to  reduce  that  ? 

•Mr.  lough  :  That  is  not  the  point. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  Yes,  it  is, 
■and  it  ia  a  very  important  point.  There 
is  not  an  hon.  Member  in  thos  House  who 
baa  suggested  in  t^e  course  of  these 
■debates  that  the  rate  of  taxation  on  beer 
or  whislgr  should  be  reduced. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.) :  I 

suggest  it. 

*SirM.  hicks  BEACH :  I  beg  the  hon. 
Member*8pardoD  for  not  excepting  him,  but 
thatat  any  rate  has  not  been  the  view  which 
has  been  pressed  on  Parliament.  The 
rate  of  taxation  on  tea  has  been  very 
largely  reduced,  and  yet  the  receipts 
from  tea  both  in  Ireland  and  Great 
Britain  are  unquestionably  larger  than 
they  were  at  the  date  which  has  been 
mentioned.  That  is 
the  rates  of  duty  on 
Are  higher,  the  mcreased  consumption 
of  beer  and  spirits  is  even  more  a 
proof,  not  of  increased  poverty,  but  of 
increased  means  on  the  part  of  the 
nation.  When  the  hon.  Member  for  West 
blington  puts  before  the  House  an  in- 
crease in  the  number  of  paupers  in  Ireland 
during  the  last  forty  years  as  an  irrefu- 
table arimment  in  favour  of  his  contention 


•Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  I  do  not 
^ee  with  the  hon.  Member ;  I  do  not 
t^nk  the  system  was  thoroughly 
estal^hed  in  1894.  I  am  afraid  it  has 
been  increasing  since  and  is  increasing 
still ;  but  what  I  have  said  is  at  an^  rate 
a  complete  answer  to  the  statistics  in 
regard  to  1864.  But  the  hon.  Member 
went  on  to  say  that  the  income4ax  in 
1 898  produces  less  in  Ireland  than 
it  did  in  1894.  Does  he  not  think 
there  may  be  some'  reason  for  that  besides 
the  decrease  in  the  wealth  of  Ireland! 
There  are  three  reasons,  to  which  I 
think  some  importance  may  be  attached, 
as  they  certainly  make  the  income  tax 
apply  more  leniently  to  Ireland  than  to 
the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom.  One 
reason  is  that  there  has  beoi  a  consider- 
able  extensitm  of  the  system  of  exemptions 
and  abatements  in  &ivour  of  the  smaller 
incomes,  which  necessarily  must  fonn  a 
larger  proportion  in  Ireland  than  in 
Great  Britain  of  the  whole  amount  on 
which  income-tax  is  charged  Another 
is  that   there   has   been,   I  have  no 


a  proof,  and  if  <  doubt,  in  those  four  years  no  inconsider- 
beer  and  spirits !  able  increase  in  the  number  of  small 
proprietors  in  Ireland,  and  every  increase 
of  that  kind  would  relieve  a  man  from 
income  tax.  When  the  estate  of  a  lai^ 
landowner  is  sold  to  his  tenants,  a  pro- 
perty which  formerly  paid  income  tax 
tends  to  become  free  fnnn  it.  That  has 
been,  I  hare  no  doubt,  a  factor  of  some 
importance  of  late  years  in  Ireland. 
Another  point  in  which  Irish  owners  of 


that  Ireland  is  poorer  now  than  she  was  i  property  subject  to  income  tax  have  an 


then,  is  he  really  ignorant  of  the  enormous, 
and  I  think  most  unfortunate,  change  in 
the  system  of  Poor  Law  administration 
in  Ireland,  which  has  spread  out  relief 
over  the  whole  of  the  country,  whereas  at 
the  time  to  which  he  referred  it  was, 
comparatively,  hardly  known  at  all  ? 

*mr.  lough 

years  1894  and  1898. 

«SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  No.  1864. 

•Mr.  lough  :  I  beg  your  pardon. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  does  not  do 
me  justice.  I  first  took  the  years  1864 
and  1894,  and  then  the  years  1894  and 
1898.  The  system  was  thoroughly 
established  in  1894,  and  I  showed  that 
the  proporti(mate  increase  was  far  greater 
between  1894  and  1898  than  between 
1864  and  1894. 


advant^e  over  owners  of  such  property 
in  the  rest  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  that 
in  Great  Britain  the  owner  of  such  pro- 
perty is  assessed  at  the  rent  which  he 
receives  from  it,  while  in  Ireland  what- 
ever rent  he  receives  from  it,  he  cannot 
be  assessed  at  mora  than  Griffiths's  vahia- 
tion— {An  Hon.  Member:  That  is  fre- 
I  have  compared  the  !  quently  mora  than  the  rent.] — and  if  that 
'  valuation  is  more  than  the  rent  he  canchum 
'  to  be  assessed  at  the  rent  which  he  receives. 
I  am  sorry  to  say  it  is  a  game  of  "heads  I 
win  and  tails  you  lose,"  and  the  net  result 
is  that  the  income  tax  payer  in  Ireland  is 
certainly  assessed  on  the  whole  more 
favourably  for  himself  than  he  is  in  Great 
Britain.  As  the  hon.  Member  raised 
these  points,  I  thought  it  well  to  put 
before  the  House  something  which  I 
think  deserves  conuderation  on  the  other 
side.  But  I  most  now  turn  to  a  view  of  this 
case  which  I  know  is  very  distasteful  to 
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hon.  Members  opposite ;  but  I  hope,  as  we 
have  listened  very  patiently  to  accusa- 
tions of  cheating,  robbery,  fraud,  and 
everything  of  that  kind,  with  regard 
to  this  matter,  they  will  hear  me 
patiently.  I  have  never  been  able 
to  see  the  justice  of  dealing  with  taxa- 
tion, as  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  ior 
the  Thirsk  Division  put  it,  on  Separatist 
lines,  and  dealing  with  expenditure  on 
Unionist  lines.  If  you  are  to  deal  with 
taxation  on  separatist  tines,  you  must  also 
consider  expenditure  on  the  same  lines. 
That  brings  me  directly  to  the  set-off 
which  I  know  hon.  Members  opposite 
below  the  gangway  never  condescend  to 
consider  in  respect  to  this  matter.  There 
have  been  for  many  years  now  returns 
annually  presented  to  Parliament  show- 
ing what  is  expended  out  of  the  Imperial 
revenue  in  the  different  paits  of  the 
United  Kingdom  for  local  purposes.  [An 
Hon.  Member  :  They  are  not  correct.]  I 
know  the  hon.  Member  thinks  they  are 
not  correct ;  I  know  it  has  been  said  in 
the  course  of  this  debate  that  some  of  the 
local  expenditure  in  Ireland  ought  to  be 
included  among  Imperial  expenses.  For 
instfuice,  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin  told  us,  although  he  dealt  with 
Irish  revenue  on  Separatist  lines,  that  it 
was  absurd  to  charge  against  Ireland  the 
chai^ge  for  collecting  that  revenue. 

Mr.  CLANCY ;  Certainly,  because  the 
Act  of  Parliament  says  so. 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  And  he 
went  on  to  say  that  so  far  from  being 
content  with  the  siiggestion  which  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  made  last 
year,  and  I  think  made  rather  generously, 
that  only  half  the  cost  of  the  Irish  con- 
stabulary ought  tio  be  counted  as  an 
Irish  local  charge,  he  thought  none  of  the 
cost  of  that  constabulary  ougtft  to  be  so 
accounted.  In  other  words,  that  Irish- 
men ought  to  keep  the  peace  at  no  cost 
whatever  to  themselves. 

Mr.  •  CLANCY :  You  undertook  the 
cost  of  keeping  the  peace  in  Ireland  as 
the  price  to  be  paid  for  the  injury  done 
to  Ireland  by  the  repeal  of  the  Com 
Laws. 

•Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  No,  I  do 
not  follow  the  hon.  Member  in  that 
at^ment  at  all.  If  you  are  to  estimate 
these  local  charges  fairly  in  the  different 


portions  of  the  United  Kingdom,  you 
must  make  in  each  part  a  fair  charge  for 
the  ordinary  cost  of  keeping  the  peace. 
I  have  never  been  able  to  Mlieve  that 
under  any  system  of  Home  Rule  the 
cost  of  keeping  the  peace  in  Ireland 
would  be  less  than  it  is  now.  ["  Oh,  oh ! "] 
I  feel  that  that  is  an  unpopular  opinion, 
and  I  do  not  want  to  press  that  point ; 
but  at  least  it  must  be  admitted  by  hon. 
Members  below  the  gangway  that  it 
would  be  advisable  to  have  some  police- 
men, and  if  they  have  policemen  they 
would  have  to  pay  for  them,  and  there- 
fore there  would  have  to  be  a  charge 
against  Ireland.  The  hon.  Member  for 
North  Dublin  told  us  that  a  good  deal  of 
t^is  expenditure,  besides  that  to  which  I 
have  alluded,  was  expenditure  which  was 
forced  upon  Ireland,  and  that^  at  any 
rate,  it  was  not  expenditure  which  Irish- 
men, if  left  to  themselves,  would  care  to 
incur.  I  can  only  say  with  regard 
to  such  matters  as  the  educational 
charge  and  charges  for  other  things  to 
Ireland  which  are  unquestionably  local 
charges,  I  never  remember,  in  all  the 
years  during  which  I  have  had  the 
honour  of  a  seat  in  this  House,  any  occa- 
sion on  which  Irish  Members  of  all  shades 
of  political  opinions  did  not  cheerfully 
welcome  any  expendittu'e,  and  do  their 
best  to  maintain  that  expenditure.  I  do 
not  make  any  complaint  of  that  at  all ;  I 
merely  point  out  that  this  is  expenditure 
which  they  desire,  and  that,  therefore, 
they  cannot  exclude  it  on  the  ground 
of  its  beine  forced  upon  them  in  cal- 
culating wnat  are  the  local  charges 
borne  on  the  Imperial  revenue.  I 
suggested  two  or  three  years  ago  that, 
as  1  knew  they  questioned  the  way  in 
which  these  accounts  arc  calculated,  the 
matter  should  be  further  examined  by  a 
Commission,  which  should  endeavour  to 
arrive  at  a  fair  adjustment.  That  sug- 
gestion was  scouted  by  hon.  Members, 
and  I  was  told  that  it  was  a  fraudulent 
device — a  kind  of  term  which  hon. 
Members  use  rather  freely  on  this  subject. 
They  would  have  nothing  whatever  to 
do  with  it,  and,  therefore,  I  can  only 
rest  myself  upon  the  figures  as  they  now 
stand.  I  will  briefly  state  to  the  House 
how  these  figures  have  altered  in  recent 
years.  Whether  they  rest  on  a  fair  basis 
or  not,  they  may  at  any  rate  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  comparison  with  different 
years ;  it  was  calculated  upon  the  basis 
which  has  been  adopted  that  in  1893-94 


Digitized  by 


1099       Address  ill  Answer  to        {COMMONS}         the  Queen's  Speech.  1100 


Ireland's  contribution  to  the  Imperial 
expenditure  was  not  one-twentieth,  as 
it  ought  to  be  if  you  accept  that  proportion 
for  her  revenue,  but  one  thirty-first  part 
only ;  in  1897-98  that  had  decreased  to 
one  thirty-sixth,  in  1898-99  to  one  forty- 
second,  and  this  present  year  I  believe  it 
will  work  out  at  about  one  fifty-fifth.  In 
other  words,  out  of  a  total  expenditure  of 
£75,500,000 — e»;Iiiding  the  war  expendi- 
ture— Ireland,  for  Imperial  purposes,  will 
pay  nothing  more  than  Xl,375,000,  and 
yet  we  are  told  that  it  is  a  gross  in- 
justice, robbery,  and  fraud,  if  Ireland 
is  asked  to  pay  anything  towards  the 
expenditure  of  this  great  war.  I  do 
not  wish  to  detain  the  House  further.  I 
have  endeavoured  to  address  myself  to 
what  I  mar  call  new  matters  which  have 
arisen  in  the  course  of  this  debate.  On 
other  matters  I  have  nothing  to  add  to 
what  I  have  already  said  in  previous  de- 
I)ate8,and,aslfeartnattheargument8whicfa 
I  have  often  adduced  have  not  obtained 
the  assent  of  hon.  Members  opposite,  I 
have  no  greater  hopes  of  converting  them 
to-night.  But  this  much  I  will  say,  as  I 
have  said  before,  that  I  never  will  consent 
to  anything  which  would  do  what  was 
suggested  by  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Dublin — place  the  rich  man  in  Ireland  in 
a  better  position  \vith  regard  to  the  pay- 
ment of  income  tax  than  the  rich  man  m 
(ireat  Britain,  or  place  the  poor  man  in 
Ireland  in  a  better  position  with  resard 
to  hiB  tea  and  tobacco,  his  beer  and  his 
spirits,  than  the  poor  man  in  great 
Britain. 

Mk.  CLANCY  :  That  is  what  the  Act 
of  Union  says  should  be  done. 

•Sib  M.  hicks  BEACH  :  I  absolutely 
deny  that  proposition.  I  absolutely  deny 
that  the  Act  of  Union  said  or  intended 
anything  of  the  kind.    It  would  be  a 

Sross  injustice  to  the  population  of  the 
'riited  Kingdom  as  a  whole ;  and  I 
liolieve  that  our  present  fiscal  system,  if 
it  were  fairly  looked  at,  even  by  hon. 
Members  opposite,  apart  from  the  will- 
o'-the-wisp  light  of  the  Report  of  the 
Koyal  Commission,  would  be  found  to  be 
UH  fair  and  as  equitable  as  any  which 
exists  in  any  country  in  the  world. 

•MB.  T.  M.  HEALY :  The  right  hon. 
(Gentleman  who  has  just  sat  down,althoi^ 
I  have  (Uways  regarded  him  as  a  stem  and 
severe  taskmaster  in  English  potitics^  and 
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though  he  has  always  taken  a  strong  line 
in  rebutting  our  arguments,  I  have  never 
regarded  as  personally  unfriendly  to 
Ireland.  On  the  contrary,  I  have  always 
believed,  from  the  time  when  he  was 
Chief  Secretary,  he  would  like  to  do 
something  for  Ireland,  for,  unlike  some 
past  Irish  Secretaries,  some  of  his 
knowledge  still  sticks  to  him.  He  has 
divided  bis  present  argument  into  three 
branches.  He  Sxat  scouted  our  argument 
on  the  Act  of  Union,  and  then  he  treated 
us  to  an  examination  of  the  figures  based 
on  our  being  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire. 
And  then  the  third  branch  of  his 
argument  was :  "  Even  granted  that 
you  are  not  Lancashire  or  Yorkshire, 
there  is  an  Imperial  set  off  of  money  spent 
in  the  country  which  suffices  to  repair  any 
injustice."  I  should  first  of  all  like  to  say 
two  or  three  words  on  the  historicsJ  ail- 
ment. I  ask  you  when  there  is  any  ques- 
tion between  any  two  countries  as  to  the 
interpretation  of  a  treaty,  would  you 
think  it  tolerable  that  the  people  in  one 
country  should  be  the  sole  arbiters 
of  the  interpretation  and  the  construction 
of  that  treaty  1  You  tried  that  on  with 
Venezuela,  and  you  said  :  "  We  have  got 
the  ships  and  we  have  got  the  men,  and 
we  will  quarter  up  your  country  as  we 
please."  That  was  your  intention,  but 
the  United  States  would  not  hear  of  it, 
and  said :  "  No,  this  is  a  dispute  between 
two  sovereign  States,  and  it  must  be  re- 
ferred to  arbitration."  And  when  it  was 
referred  to  arbitration,  as  in  all  cases 
where  England  has  been  reluctant  to  enter 
upon  arbitration,  she  got  the  worst  of  it. 
(Cries  of  *'  No,  no.")  It  reilected  a  curious 
light  upon  the  original  reluctance  to  refer- 
ring the  matter  to  arbitration  if  it  is  now 
satisfactory.  Ireland  claims  —  whether 
rightly  or  wrongly  is  immaterial  for 
my  argument — that  the  cons^ction  of 
this  treaW  is  not  a  matter  iar 
one  of  the  parties  to  it.  That  it 
was  a  treaty  is  unquestionable.  It  was 
made  between  two  countries  which  were 
separated,  and  between  two  sovereign 
legislatures.  I  say  nothing  now  as  to  bow 
the  Union  was  produced  ;  how  all  the  un- 
bribed  intellect  of  Ireland  was  against  it, 
while,  instead  of  there  being  thousands  ol 
voters  as  there  are  now  in  the  country, 
the  three  hundred  Irish  Members  were 
elected  by  a  mere  handful  <rf  rotes.  AVdl, 
now,  is  it  a  prudent  thing  the  EngKsh, 
who  at  this  moment  are  so  strong  smut 
I  the  olnervanee  of  tiheliondon  Conventacio 
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with  the  Boera — is  it  a  prudent  thin^  to 
suggest  that  we  shall  not  have  arbitration, 
we  shall  not  have  a  court  of  law,  and  we 
shall  only  have  the  British  Treasury  to 
decide  as  to  this  treaty  1  I  say  that  that 
in  itself  constitutes  a  casus  belli  between 
the  two  countries.  Where  is  our  remedy  1 
You  say  in  the  Transvaal,  because  taxes 
are  piled  up  on  the  Uitlanders,  "  We  will 
go  to  war  to  redress  that  wrong."  You 
say  you  have  a  eastis  belli  against  tfae 
Transvaal.  Kruger  wanted  to  refer  the 
matter  to  arbitration,  and  you  refused. 
I  say  when  there  is  a  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  a  treaty  between  two  coun- 
tries we  have  a  right  to  ask  that  the 
matter  should  be  referred  to  arbitration, 
and  that  we  have  a  casus  belli  if  you  refuse. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  No,  no  !]  I  submit 
that,  legally  speaking,  we  have.  Let  us 
put  it  on  lower  ground  than  upon  a  dis- 
pute between  two  soTereign  States.  Let 
us  suppose  that  we  are  alTsharehoIders  in 
a  great  international  concern.  Would 
you  think  it  right  that  these  shareholders 
should  be  denied  access  to  the  books,  that 
they  should  be  denied  an  audit,  and  that 
the  books  should  be  kept  in  the  hands  of 
a  particular  number  of  the  directors  1 
Supposing  there  was  a  railway  and  a 
steamship  company  from  here  to  France, 
Suppose  that  the  Northern  Railway  of 
France  was  fused  with  the  I^ondon  and 
Chatham  Railway,  would  you  think  it 
ri^t  that  the  joint  company  should 
omy  have  French  directors,  and  that  when 
the  English  directors  demanded  an 
audit  the  French  directors  should 
shrug  their  shoulders  and  refuse  it  ? 
But  that  is  the  position  taken  up  by  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman.  The  whole  system 
is  English  ;  the  Treasury  is  English.  We 
have  not  in  the  Government  a  single  man 
to  see  fair  play.  The  Irish  Secretary  is 
an  Englishman  or  a  Scotchman,  which  for 
our  purpose  is  the  same  thing.  The  whole 
of  the  system  is  a  British  system,  and  we 
have  no  means  of  knowing  how  the  books 
are  kept ;  and  even  if  they  were  kept  by 
the  most  honourable  set  of  people  in  the 
world  I  say  it  is  a  monstrous  state  of 
things  that  those  who  contribute  some 
eight  millions  of  money  should  be  denied 
all  access  to  the  accounts.  And  then  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  referred  to  the 
"  true  "  revenue  of  Ireland.    Why  have 

f'ou  to  speak  of  the  **tme"  revenue  of 
reland,  and  why  should  you  have  to  use 
the  word  "  true  "  7  Is  there  a  "  false  " 
revenue  of  Ireland)     The  reason  is 
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this :  because  you  have  so  manipu-' 
lated  the  accoimts  of  the  three 
countries  that  you  have  absolutely 
erased  and  eradicated  any  means 
of  ascertaining  the  true  revenue  of  Ireland- 
YoQ  have  abolished  for  your  own  purpose  • 
our  Custom  House,  though  a  Custonk 
House,  even  if  there  was  not  a  separate 
fiscal  system^  would  be  an  enormous 
value  to  us  in  showing  what  we  exported, 
and  so  on ;  and  if  you  enabled  us  to  see 
what  butter  we  were  making  and  what, 
cattle  we  were  exporting  it  would  be  like 
a  pulsometer,  and  would  act,  at  all  events,, 
for  registration  purposes.  But  because 
this  pulsometer  or  register  or  penny  iui 
the  slot  system  would  act  injuriously  for 
your  Treasury  purposes  the  Treasury 
even  deny  us  the  few  clerks  necessary  ia 
order  to  know  what  merchandise  we  send 
away,  and  you  decline  to  take  any 
account  of  it.  Even  if  the  system  be- 
tween England  and  Ireland  were  perfect, 
then,  for  the  purpose  of  quieting 
your  conscience  and  showing  the 
world  that  we  were  getting  fair 
play,  would  it  not  be  well  for- 
you  to  do  something.  You  may  be  the 
most  admirable  people  in  the  world,  but 
you  are  as  God  made  you  and  we  have 
our  suspicions  of  you.  And,  therefore,  I 
say  if  it  is  only  for  the  purpose  of 
quieting  your  conscience,  you  ought  to- 
consent  to  sntmiit  this  matter  to  some 
impartial  judge.  And  then  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  said  that  we  absolutely^ 
refused,  and  scouted  any  suggestion  of  a. 
further  Commission  to  inquire  into  the 
question  of  set-oflT.  For  my  part,  I  am 
always  very  cautious  in  referring  to 
that  question,  and  for  this  reason :  the 
Irish  party  at  the  time  was  divided. 
Mr.  Sexton,  who  behaved  with  so  much, 
credit  to  himself  and  so  much  advantage 
to  his  country  on  that  Commission,  was 
no  longer  a  Member  of  the  House.  The 
Member  for  Waterford,  the  other  mem- 
ber of  the  Commission,  was  acting  with 
a  small  and  separate  party,  and  accord- 
ingly we  were  not  in  a  condition  to 
approach  the  Government  on  this  ques- 
tion with  any  kind  of  a  strong  hand,  and 
we  did  not  feel  in  our  then  condition  that 
I  it  was  a  proposition  which  we  were  in  a 
position  to  entertain. 

♦Sir  M.  HICKS  BEACH  :  A  meeting 
-of  the  Irish  Members  was  held,  and 
there  was  an,  actual  resdntion  passed 

Nini^  Day.  . 
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on  the  subjec}.,  with  the  hon.  Member  for 
East  Mayo  in  the  chair. 

-»Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  do  not  think  I 
myself  attended  that  meeting,  though  I 
f  ally  admit  that  it  bound  me,  and  accord- 
ingly with  that  resolution  before  us  in 
our  then  somewluit  distraotfld  condition, 
I  don't  think  it  was  an  unfair  thing  of 
those  asked  to  consider  t^e  question  of 
this  Commission  to  take  up  an  attitude 
of  hesitation  upon  it,  when  they  already 
had  the  verdict  of  another  Commission 
in  their  favour  and  the  new  one  was  to 
be  manned  to  reverse  or  discredit  its 
findings.  But,  at  the  same  time,  I  don't 
think  that  the  matter  of  what  should 
be  treated  as  Imperial  and  what  should 
be  treated  as  Irish  expenditure  should 
be  entirely  closed.  Then  let  us  see  the 
nature  of  the  set-oflT,  which  the  Member 
for  North  Dublin  handled  so  well  yester- 
day. Take  the  present  condition  of 
Italy.  It  was  determined,  owing  to  the 
Triple  Alliance,  to  keep  up  a  certain  number 
of  regiments,  with  the  result  that  every 
Italian  peasant  is  ground  to  powder  with 
extraordinary  taxation,  his  bread  and 
meat  and  salt  being  taxed,  and  practically 
there  is  no  money  in  the  country  but 
paper  money.  Is  it  any  satisfaction  to 
the  Italian  peasant  to*  know  that  at 
Spezzia  or  some  other  great  place 
armaments  are  being  heaped  up,  and  that 
vessels  are  being  mied  with  gunpowder 
and  cannon,  when  he  is  absolutely 
rendered  penniless  by  this  extraordinary 
system  of  taxation  t  AJl  these  war  taxes 
are  spent  in  Italy  for  guns,  ships,  and 
soldiers.  But  what  is  the  set-off  to  a 
man  who  wants  to  put  salt  in  his  por- 
ridge if  he  knows  that  some  110 -ton 
guns  are  being  built  T  Therefore  I 
say  that  though  there  is  something  in 
a  8et>off  it  can  never  be  considered  a 
complete  answer  to  our  argument.  I 
might  deal  with  it  in  this  way  :  Let  us 
suppose  that  Dublin  Castle  is  filled  with 
rats,  and  that  in  consequence  you  have 
to  find  an  extraordinary  quantity  of 
cat's  meat.  Would  you  consider  this 
Castle  cat's  meat  a  set-off  1  No  doubt 
for  your  own  purpose  you  keep  up  this 
system  of  barracks,  prisons,  and  poor- 
houses,  and  then  you  turn  round  and  say 
to  us,  "We  spend  so  much  upon  our 
Militia,  so  much  upon  our  Army,  so  much 
upon  guns,  police,  county  court  judges," 
and  so  on  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
Britiah  form  of  administration  in  t^e 
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country.  What  satisfaction  is  that  to  us  1 
What  satisfaction  is  it  to  that  person 
"  the  man  in  the  street,"  walking  along 
Merrion  Square,  to  know  that  there  are 
four  or  five  judges  living  there  receiving 
£4,000  or  £5,000  a  year  t  What  satis- 
faction is  it  to  a  man  in  Phoenix  Park  to 
know  that  dtere  is  a  Lord  Ueutenant 
there  holding  a  levee  who  is  paid 
£25,000  per  annum,  or  that  there  are 
barracks  on  all  sides  at  which  a  limited 
class  of  the  population,  chiefly  laaies, 
find  consolation  ?  I  think  the  set-off 
argument  may  be  fairly  pigeon-holed 
under  the  title  of  "  the  Castle  cat's 
moat."  If  I  were  dealing  with  the 
question  of  set-off,  I  would  like  to 
divide  it  into  two  heads,  reproductive 
and  non  -  reproductive  works.  I  be- 
lieve if  you  had  reproductive  works 
set  goin^  in  Ireland  like  you  have 
at  Woolwich  or  Chatham,  if  you  had  in 
Ireland  shipbuilding  yards,  I  think  theft 
you  might  fairly  say,  "  We  will  treat 
the  wages  as  a  set-off."  But  salaries 
paid  to  judges  as  part  of  the  machinery 
of  oppression  like  policemen  and  soldiers, 
or  the  gunpowder  kept  for  the  collectiwi 
of  rent,  I  decline  to  reckon  as  a  set-off^ 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  must  not 
assume  that  we  cannot  conceive  that,  in 
certain  circumstances,  the  question  of  a 
set-off  might  not  fairly  arise.  What  we 
do  say  is  that  the  items  he  refers  to  are 
not  a  set-off.  May  I  say  one  or  two 
other  words  upon  this  question  t  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  in  the  third  part 
of  his  argument,  asked  us  not  to  assume 
that  Ireland  must  necessarily  be  taxed  for 
this  war.  I  would  not  expect  any  extract 
tion  of  opinion  from  him  in  advance  upon 
that  point,  but  could  he  lay  his  hands 
upon  his  heart  and  say  that  for  the 
last  hundred  years  the  frish  fiscal  eyst«n 
has  been  a  fair  one  to  onr  country  1  I 
challenge  him  to  get  up  and  declare*  upon 
his  financial  conscience  that  that  is  sa 
He  can  see  that  it  is  a  system  which 
has  destroyed  our  mills,  exported  our 
millers,  levelled  our  distilleries,  stopped 
I  our  tobacco  industry,  ruined  our  weav- 
I  ing  and  flax  growing,  and  turned  the 
I  whole  country  into  one  vast  grazing 
'  tract,  of  which  the  profits  go  into  the 
'  handis  of  a  few  grazers,  and  1  challenge 
!  him  to  show  that  it  is  a  fair  system 
to  our  country.  He  says  that  Ireland 
is  not  hit  by  indirect  taxaticm,  hot 
I  deny  it  I  say  that  every  butbing 
which  you  exact   from   the  coontiy. 
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whether  from  atamps  or  whisky,  to  which 
we  have  not  given  our  national  assent 
is  robbery,  and  it  is  nothing  else.  The 
right  hon.  Oentleman  says  stamp  duties 
are  no  injustice  to  Ireland.     Is  it  no 
injustice  to  a  man  going  into  the  Land 
court  when  he  has  to  pay  a  shilling  or 
ten  shillings    as  an  initial  proceeding 
to  get   justice  1     Is   it   no  injustice 
to   bave    to    pay    a   tax   upon  the 
formation  of  a  tiny  company  1  Suppose 
we  want  to  get  up  a  company  for  the 
starting  of  any  industry  in  Ireland,  have 
we  not  to  pay  the  same  rate  of  taxa- 
tion as  if  it  were  a  company  for  the  start- 
ing of  a  gold  mine  in  the  Band  1   It  is 
the  very  same  tax.   Will  any  man  tell 
me  that  it  is  the  same  thing  to  put  a 
stamp  on  the  formation  of  a  coUiery  as  to 
put  the  same  stamp  upon  the  formation 
of  a  company  to  start  a  little  cloth  mill 
in  Ireland  ?    Our  industries  require,  to 
some  extent  at  all  events,  to  be  fostered. 
You  do  not  even  let  them  alone,  and  I 
deny,  when  you  come  to  consider  the 
relative  question  of  taxation,  that  Ireland 
should  be  treated  in  the  same  spirit  or 
temper  as  a  country  with  vast  mineral 
resources.    He  says :  "  What  is  the  harm 
a  tax  on  whisky  1 "    The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  asks  :  "  Is  anybody  in  favour 
of   reducing  the  tax  on  whisky  ? "  I 
am  in    favour   of    reducing  the  tax 
on  everything.  That  is  my  answer.  With 
regard    to    this    argument    I  would 
like  to  see  fewer  public-houses  in  the 
country,    temperance    established,  and 
every  man  a  teetotaler.    Nobody  would 
more  rejoice  at  that  than  myself.    But  I 
deny,  in  a  miserable  country  like  ours, 
the  proposition  that  alcohol  is  neces- 
sarily a  luxury.    I  believe  tea  may  some- 
times be  a  greater  luxury.    Take  a  man 
working  as  a  day  labourer  at  Is.  or 
Is.  6d.  per  day.     Perhaps  he  may  work 
in  a  flannel  jacket  and  get  thoroughly 
soaked,  and  can  spare  twopence  to  have 
halfa  glassof  whisky.  I  wish  him  joy  with  it, 
and  I  deny  that  that  twopence  is  a  portion 
of  his  luxury.  In  a  country  like  that  would 
it  not  be  something  if  that  man  was  able 
to  buy  that  for  a  penny  1 — [Laughter] — 
Or  might  be  not  buy  a  red  hemng  or  a 
pound  of  bread  with  his  spare  penny  t  You 
may  say  he  would  have  two  glasses,  and 
then  the  BritiBh  taxgatherer  suddenly 
becomes    a   temperance  philanthropist. 
I  deny  altogether  the  proposition  that 
British  philanthropists  and  taxgatherers 
have  a  right  to  say,  '*  We  will  keep  the 


tax  on  whisky."    Tax  beer  similarly  to 
whisky,  and  then  we  will  talk  to  you. 
How  long  does  the  right  hon.  Oentlemi^ 
think  he  would  occupy  his  honourable 
office  if  he  taxed  beer  as  he  does  whisky  1 
The  right  hon.  Gentlemim  also  used  this 
argument  with  regard  to  paupers — I  never 
will  be  a  statistician,  I  can  badly  add  up 
figures,  and  I  never  will  set  up  as  an 
authority  on  finance — he  says,  with  regard 
to  the  argument  about  paupers  used  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  West  Islington,  whose 
calculations  and  work  on  this  subject, 
entitle  him  to  the  lasting  gratitude  of  our 
country,  that  the  figures  since  1864  wera 
due  to  outdoor  reli^.   That  is  a  ter^ble 
condemnation  of  the  system  on  which  the 
workhouses  were  conducted  in  Ireland,  a. 
system  under  which  a  man  was  compelled 
to  leave   his  wife  and  family  instead 
of    getting    sixpence    or    a  shilling 
on   the    English    system.     I   do  not 
credit   that  argument.     It  is  true  in 
recent   years,    no    doubt,    there  has. 
been  some  increase  in  the  system  of  out- 
door relief,  but  I  cannot  gather,  nor  will 
I  admit  that  it  is  the  fact  that  the 
increase  of  pau|>erism  can  be  attributed 
to  that.    What  is  the  answer  1    Does  h& 
consider  that  lunaqy  is  pauperism  1  How 
is  it  that  lunacy  has  increased  in  the 
country  1   Lunacy  to  an  enormous  extent 
has  increased.    I  have  seen  calculations 
showing  that  if  you  take  the  statistics  of 
lunacy  in  America,  they  show  that  lunacy 
has  increased  more  largely  amon^  the 
farming  and  agricultural  class  than  in  any 
other  class  in  the  United  States.  "Farm- 
ing must  always  be  a  bare  business,"  was. 
a  saying  of  the  late  Mr.  Biggar.  When 
you  have  to  meet  your  rent  half-y«wly  or- 
yearly,  and  the  anxieties  connected  with 
the  farm— whether  the  weather  is  good 
or  bad,  whether  your  flocks  and  herds 
will  bear  in  a  prolific  manner,  whether 
the  blight  will  visit  your  potatoes  or  not 
— all  tend    necessarily   to  make  the 
business  of  a  farmer  in  a  country  with  an. 
uncertain  climate  a  more  anxious  life  than 
almost  any  other  business  or  occupation. 
Now  nine-tenths  of  the  population  of  Ireland 
are  fanners,  and  this  extraordinary  increase 
in  lunacy,  in  my  judgment,  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  it  has  an  agricultural  population 
of  this  kind.  Is  it  loir  to  tax  an  agricul- 
tural population  in  the  same  way  as  you 
tax   a  mining  or  a  textile  population  t. 
Why  not  put  all  your  taxes  on  coal  1  We 
have  no  coal,  practically  speaking,  in 
Ireland.     Would  you  think  that  fair  t 
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Would  you  think  it  fair  to  put  all  your 
taxes  on  iron  or  on  cheese  1   The  English 
eat  all  the  cheese.    Would  you  think  it 
^air  if  all  the  staple  English  industries 
were  picked  out  and  the  other  industries 
-were  left  alone  t    I  admit  there  are 
•enormous  difficulties  in  arri\ing  at  a  juat 
system  of  taxation  for  the  English  people. 
I  think  anybody  in  the  position  of  the 
•right  bon.  Gentleman  must  have  anxious 
nights,  even  on  the  question  of  England 
alone.  What  is  his  biuxien,  then,  when  he 
ha&  to  do  justice  between  this  enormously 
rich  country,  on  the  one  luoid,  and  this 
enormously  poor  country  on  the  other, 
who  are  the  two  last  partners  that  should 
ever  have  been  brought  together  f  I 
venture  to  think  that  if  the  statesmen  of 
the  Union  bad  to  solve  the  problem  they 
had  to  consider  one  hundred  years  ago  in 
tthe  light  of  what  has  happened,  the  fiscal 
union  of  the  two  countries  would  be 
the   last    thing   they  would  propose. 
Why  is  Ireland  taxed  when  the  Isle 
of  Man  and  the  Channel  Islands  are 
!eft  out  1    Do  j^ou  think  you  would 
promote  loyalty  in  the  Isle  of  Man  by 
putting  10s.  6d.  on  their  whisky  1  What 
becomes  of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer's statement  when  he  said — - 

"  I  vnW  never  be  a  party  to  letting  tlie  rich 
man  oft'  in  Ireland,  or  giving  the  poor  inan*hi>t 
Iieer  and  tobacco  cheaper  m  Ireland  than  in 
England  "  ! 

What  is  the  mystery  about  the  Isle  of 
Man?    Why  do  not  they  pay?  They 
have  a  separate  Parliament,  they  have 
separate  wealth,  and  they  are  wealthier 
than  we  are,  and  yet  they  do  not  pay  a 
single  shilling  to  this  Imperial  fund. 
Then,  again,  Jersey  is  at  your  doors.  It 
sends  you  flowers  and  new  potatoes,  and 
yet  it  does  not  pay  a  single  penny.  Is 
not  that  a  sad  thin^  for  us  to  contemplate 
in  the  unhappy  position  in  which  we  are 
placed.    Last  of  all,  look  at  your  great 
.and  glorious  self-governing  colonies.  You 
boast  about  the  splendid  contingents  they 
-supply  for  this  war,  but  in  1«83  there 
were  New  South  Wales  and  Canadian 
contingents  fighting  against  the  Mahdi  in 
Egypt  while  the  Colonial  Secretary  was 
still  at  the  Local  Governraent  Board.  Do 
your  colonies  give  you  a  shilling  1   Not  a 
penny,  but  you  tell  ns  they  have  given 
ithese  splendid  contingents  of  men.  Do 
not  we  give  you  as  good  contingents  ? 
'Why  is  it  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
■willnot  tell  us  theproportion  of  militiaregi- 
ments  from  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland  1 1 

Mr.  T.  M.  Healy. 


*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  not  confining  himself  to  the  question  of 
the  over-taxation  of  Ireland. 

*Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  :  I  feel  the  justice 
of  that  observation,  Mr.  Speaker.  When 
we  are  invited  to  consider  the  question  of 
"set-off"  I  think  we  are  entitled  to  put 
the  argument  of  "set-on,"  and  when  yon 
think  of  the  enormous  assistance  our 
country  gives  in  the  way  of  troops 
and  physical  contributions  it  is  a  matter 
that  may  fairly  be  set  against  the  fiscal 
contributions  to  which  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchequer  has  referred.    I  entirely 
share  the  view  of  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford  when  he  said  that 
we  cannot  abstain  from  pressing  this 
matter  to  a  di\"ision.    No  doubt  we  have 
had  useful  assistance  from  bon.  Gentlemen 
opposite  from  Ireland,  but,  unhappily.  Sir, 
the  authors  of  the  Union  forgot,  when 
they  were  giving  us  one  hundred  Memliers 
for  the  purpose  of  advocating  the  claims 
of  Ireland  with  regard  to  taxation  and 
legislation,  that  they  would  be  divided 
into  two  parties,  and  that  one  of  them 
would  be  an  Irish  party  and  the  ot,^er 
practically  an  English  party.    I  say  that 
without  any  intention  whatever  of  re- 
flecting on  the  patriotism  of  hon.  Gen- 
tlemen opposite,  but  for  some  reason 
or  other — either  the  expectation  of  office 
or  because  they  are  connected  with  land 
— they  ally  themselves  with  one  or  other 
of  the  great  English  parties,  and  therefore 
to  that  extent  the  arm  of  Ireland  in 
fighting  this  question  is  paralysed ;  hut  we 
who  have  none  of  these  expectations  are 
bound  to  press  the  claims  of  Ireland  irre- 
spective of  English  party  considerations  ; 
and  when  we  find  the  British  Ministry 
rejecting   our  arguments,  refusing  our 
demands,  and  refusing  to  submit  this 
matter  to  the  arbitration  of  a  competent 
tribunal,  we  are  bound  to  press  it  in  a 
way  perhaps  more  severely  than  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  sit  on  the  other  side  of 
the  House.    These  are  the  considerations 
we  have  to  put  before  the  House.  They 
are  founded  on  the  Treaty  of  Union  itself, 
and  founded  on  the  rehitive  conditions  of 
the  two  countries,  and  they  may  well  be 
deemed  worthy  of  consideration  by  any 
fair  and  impartial  tribunal 

Qnestion  put. 

The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  77  :  Noes, 
200.    (Division  List  No.  7.) 
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Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Allan,  Wm.  (Gateshead) 
Ambrose,  Robert 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Blake,  Edwanl 
BoItOQ,  Thomas  Dolling 
Caldwell,  James 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Commins,  Andrew 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eu^^e 
Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Daly,  James 
DeMfar,  Arthur 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Donn,  Sir  William 
Englettew,  Charles  John 
EvaiK,  S.  T.  ((ilwnorean) 
Farrell,  J.  P.  (Cavaai.  W.) 
yenwick,  Charles 
Ffreiich,  Peter 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Ftynn,  James  Christopher 
(iibney,  James 
OrifBtJb,  Ellis  J. 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 


AYES. 

Harrington,  Timotliy 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale- 
Healy,  Manrice  (Cork) 
Healy,  Timothy  M.  (N.Louth) 
Hemphill,  Itt.  H.  Charles  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Jonen,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,DrMA(Queen'sC) 
MscNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Dermott,  Patrick 
M'Ghee,  Riohvd 
M'Leod,  John 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Mumaghan,  George 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Brien,  P.  J.  (Tipperary) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Uone^) 


O'Coanor,  J.  (Wieklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Parnell,  John  Hoirard 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power.  Patrick  Joseph  • 
Price,  Robert  John 
Redmond,  J.  £.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn(Eition) 
Roiihe,  John  (East  Galw^) 
Samuel  J.  (Stockton<on-Tees) 
Soames,  Arthur  Wellesley 
Steadman,  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatli) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W./ 
Thomas,  David  A.  (Merthyr) 
Tully,  Jasper 

Williams,  J.  Carvell  (Notts.) 
WUson,  J.  H.  (Middleabroogh) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  for  the  Aye-s— 
Sir  Thomas  Eamonde  and 
Captain  Dondan. 


Acland-Hood,Cftpt.SirAlex.F. 
AUhoaen,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arrol,  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Right  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Baker,  Sir  John 
Balcarres,  Lonl 
Baldwin,  Alfred 
Balfour,Kt.  Hon.A.J.(Manch. 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach,Rt-.Hn.8irM.H.  (Bristol 
Bemrose,  Sir  Henty  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M .  . 
Bill,  Charles 
Blakiston-HouHton,  John 
Blundel),  Colonel  Henry 
Bousfield,  William  Itoliert 
Bowl^T.  (JibBon(King'8Lynn 
Brodriek,  Rt  Hon.  St  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Monta^pi 
Butcher,  John  George 
■Cavendish,  R  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendiwh,  V.  C.  W.lDerbysh 
•Cecil,  E.  (Hertford.  E.) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Ghaloner.  Capt  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain,  RtHn.J.(Binn. 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Clianning,  Francis  Allston 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Clare,  Octavios  Leigh 
Clough,  Walter  Owen 
ColUnics,  Rt  Hon.  Jesse 
Colombo  Sir  John  Clias.  Ready 


NOES. 

Colston,  Cha«.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasgow 
Comwallis,FiennesStanley  W. 
Cross,  Alexand?r  (Glasgow) 
Cubitt  Hon.  Henry 
Carrie,  Sir  Donald 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  E*ri  of 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Disraeli,  ConinKsby  Ralph 
Dixon -Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doughty,  (ieorge 
Doujjlas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,RtHon.  Sir  William  H. 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton  | 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas* 
Fardell,  Sir  T.  tJeorge  i 
Fellowes,HoD.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Ferguiwon,Rt.Hn.Su'J.(Man'r  i 
Finch,  (ieorge  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Roliert  Bannatjoie 
Firbank.  Joseph  Thomas  I 
Fisher,  William  Hayes  | 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortescue  I 
Forster,  Henry  William  ] 
Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson  j 
(iarht,  William 
(iiles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
(ioldsworthy,  Major-GenenJ 
(ionlon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
(Jreen,  Walfoni  D.  ( Wedn'sbuiy 
Greene,  Hy.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Gunter,  Colonel 
Hamilton.  Rt.  Hon.Lonl  Geo. 
Hanbury,  Rt  Hon.  R  Wm. 


Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hoslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hoara,  E.  BnHlie(Hampsteal) 
Hornby,  Sir  William  Henry 
Horniiuan,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth.  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  Jas,  H-inry  Ce3il 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutton,  John  (Vorks,  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hon.  Wm.  Lawies 
Johnston,  William  (Belfait) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  Wiluam 
Kiniber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafoue,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lrnvrence.SirE.  OarninQ;-(Coni 
Liiwson,  John  Grant  (York-t.) 
Law8on,SirWilfrid(Cumb*laqd 
Llewellyn,  Sir  Dillwyn-  (Sw.in 
Loekwood,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  H. 
Loder,  Gerald  W.  E. 
Long,  Kt.  Hon.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Artlmr,  Cluis.  (Liverpool) 
M'Calmont.  Col.  J.  (Antrim,E. 
M'Killop.  James 
Martin,  Richard  Biddul^ 
Mas.sey-Malnwaring,Hnr\V.  P. 

Ninth  Dm.  . 
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Milbonk.  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
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Main  question  a^in  proposed. 

Irish  Land  Acts. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.):  In  rising 
to  move  the  Amendment  which  stands  in 
my  name,  I  would  wish  that  the  duty 
had  fallen  on  some  other  member  of 
the  Irish  party  more  capable  of 
dealing  with  it,  but  the  necessity  for 
the  Amendment  is  my  apology  for 
occupying  the  time  of  the  House  in  con- 
sidering It.  Had  it  not  been  for  die  Tory 
party,  I  would  not  be  moving  this  Amend- 
ment now.  It  was  their  opposition  that  pre- 
vented the  passa^  of  the  Home  Rule  Bill, 
and  prevented  the  Irish  land  question, 
instead  of  being  discussed  here,  being 
settled  by  an  Irish  Parliament,  which 
would  understand  it.  I  regret  to  sa^ 
that  the  land  legislation  passed  in  this 
House  for  Ireland  has  left  out  a 
an&t  many  tenant  farmers,  and  has  given 
Uiem  no  claim  to  protection.  Had  the 
Home  Rule  BiW  been  passed  we  would 
not  at  this  time  be  endeavouring  to  get 
our  railway  companies  to  acknowledge 
the  demand  of  the  Irish  farmer  to  have 
his  produce  properly  placed  on  the  Eng- 
lish market.  We  are  cut  out  in  every 
respect  by  other  nations  whose  railways 
are  subsidised  and  encouraged  by  State 
funds.  The  Land  Bill  of  1896  was 
brought  in  with  a  great  flourish  of 
trumpets,  but  from  my  experience  the 
Act  nas  not  fulfilled  the  expectations 


formed  of  it.  It  was  brought  in  by  the 
right  bon.  Gentleman  the  Chief  Secretary, 
wno,  I  regret,  is  not  in  his  place  to-ni^t, 
and  he  said  we  might  take  it  or  leave 
it.  There  was  one  section  in  it  which 
it  was  expected  would  benefit  some 
of  the  tenants  in  Ireland.  It  was  ex- 
pected that  under  Section  4  the  estates  in 
the  Landed  Estates  Court  would  pass 
immediately  on  satisfactory  terms  to  the 
tenants.  I  regret  to  say  that  the  ex- 
pectation has  not  been  realised,  for  the 
following  reason.  The  Land  CcKumis- 
sioners,  who  are  not  friendly  to  the 
tenants,  state  the  value  of  the  property 
that  the  tenants  wish  to  purchase.  In 
several  cases  they  gave  the  bare  value 
which  it  would  be  safe  to  advance,  and 
when  the  matter  came  before  the  Landed 
Estates  Court  the  judge  said  the  sum  was 
not  sufficient,  and  xmless  the  tenuits  were 
prepared  out  of  their  own  private  moans 
to  advance  a  certain  amount  in 
addition  to  that  stated  by  the  Land 
Oommissioners  the  sale  fell  tbroagh, 
and  the  property  was  allowed  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  a  grabber.  That 
is  a  very  unsatisfactory  state  of  thing&« 
The  Act  of  1896  barely  touched 
fringe  of  the  land  question  in  Ireland,  and 
left  the  vital  points  untouched.  Tfae 
question  of  town  parks  was  not  dealt 
with  in  that  Act,  although  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the  Ireasniy 
stated  the  last  time  the  Tory  puty  were 
in  power  that  there  shonld  be  a  popul*- 
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tion  limit  of  2,000  to  enable  tenants  to 
enter  the  Land  Courts.  Again,  the  evicted 
tenants  were  not  included  in  the  Act  of 
1896,  although  during  the  hat  Liberal 
administrataon  a  Bill'  to  reinstate  these 
tenants  was  passed  through  this  House, 
but  the  will  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  was  frustrated  by  another  Chamber. 
Next,  the  future  tenants  were  not  dealt 
with  in  the  Act,  and  altogether  there  are 
about  5,000  tenants  every  year  in  Ireland 
who  cannot  enter  the  Land  Courts.  There 
must  be  125,000  souls  in  Ireland  that  had 
no  benefit  from  the  Land  Act  of  1896. 
It  cannot  be  said  that  the  people  of  Ireland 
are  veiy  well  treated  or  encouraged  when 
you  take  into  account  the  fact  that  the 
average  number  of  them  who  leave  home 
for  foreign  countries  every  year  is  35,000. 
I  submit  that  if  tbe  land  laws  were  as 
they  should  be  that  state  of  affairs  would 
not  have  existed  owing  to  the  splendid 
rule  of  England  over  Ireland.  It  is  a 
terrible  thing  that  since  1851  no  less  than 
four  millions  of  the  best  men  and  women 
of  Ireland  have'had  to  seek  foreign  Imids  in 
order  to  make  a  living.  No  person  knows 
better  than  the  Attorney  Qeneral  for 
Ireland  that  the  effect  of  a  recent  speech 
of  the  right  hon.  the  Chief  Seovtary 
must  have  been  to  induce  the  Land  Com- 
missioners not  to  grant  fair  rents.  There 
was  a  case  in  Armagh  where  a  tenant 
planted  fruit  trees  at  his  own  expense, 
hoping  that  in  the  course  of  time  they 
would  bring  in  some  revenue ;  and  the 
chief  Land  Commissioner  increased  the 
rent  of  that  holding.  It  amounts  to  this, 
that  whether  th^  land  is  deteriorated,  or 
whether  it  is  improved,  the  landlord 
comes  out  best  in  the  transaction.  I 
hold  that  there  is  only  one  means  of 
settling  this  question,  and  that  is  by  a 
Land  rurcnase  Bill,  and  I  would  respect- 
fully surest  that  the  Government  should 
take  this  matter  in  hand  and  settle  it 
once  and  for  all.  The  chief  Land  Com- 
missioner and  the  Sub-Commissioners 
cost  the  country  from  .£80,000  to  £90,000 
a  year,  and  the  worst  of  it  is  that  nobody 
seems  to  be  pleased.  In  Belfast  in 
December  last,  out  of  forty-nine  appeal 
cases  considered  by  the  chief  Land  Oom- 
missioner,  in  twenty-two  the  rents  were 
raised,  twenty-four  restored,  and  only  two 
reduced — of  course  the  farce  would  not 
be  complete  without  one  or  two  reduc- 
tions. On  the  same  day  in  six  cases  out 
of  eight  from  Cory's  estate,  the  rent  was 
raised.    In  County  Down  in  December 
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last,  out  of  sixteen  cases  heard,  thirteen 
were  thrown  out,  and  only  three  con- 
firmed. What  is  extraonunary  is  that 
the  chief  Land  Commissioner  never  sees 
the  land  at  all*  but  deddes  on  the  reports 
submitted  to  him.  Considering  the  class 
from  which  the  Land  Commissioners  are 
appointed,  it  is  impossible  that  they 
should  be  impartial;  and  their  decisions 
are"  not  received  with  any  confidence  ; 
and  imder  these  circumstances  the  people 
of  Ireland  have  become  despondent.  Some 
appeals  have  been  no  leas  than  four  years  be- 
fore the  Sub-Commissioners,  audit  was  only 
after  a  number  of  questions  had  been  put 
in  the  House  as  to  when  these  appeak 
were  going  to  be  heatd,  that  the  Sub- 
Commissioners  sat  upon  them.  Between 
1891  and  1897  no  fewer  than  61,658 
appeals  have  been  made,  and  it  is  not  to 
be  wondered  at  that  every  landlord 
appeals  when  he  sees  that  the  the  tenant 
comes  worst  out  of  the  transaction.  The 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  said,  in  ad- 
dressing a  meeting  at  Leeds,  after  the 
passing  of  the  Land  Act  in  1896,  what  a 
great  blessing  that  Act  had  been,  and 
that  the  tenant  farmers  were  purcluising 
their  holdings  to  the  tnne  of  two  millions 
a  year.  Now,  it  would  take  from  eighty 
to  a  hundred  millions  to  buy  out  the 
landlords  of  Ireland,  and  at  the  rate 
mentioned  by  the  Chief  Secretary  it 
could  not  be  done  under  forty  or  fifty 
years,  while  in  the  meantime  four  millions 
would  have  been  spent  in  salaries  of 
land  commissioners  alone.  It  would  be 
far  better  if  a  Land  Purchase  Bill  were 
passed,  and  the  question  settled  once  for 
alL 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
K) :  In  rising  to  second  the  Amendment 
which  has  been  proposed  by  my  hon.  friend 
the  Member  for  South  Monaghan,  I  may 
perhaps  be  allowed  to  say  that  I  think 
in  this  debate  the  Irish  Members  labour 
under  some  disadvantfu;e  in  not  having 
the  presence  of  the  Chief  Secretary  in 
his  place;  and  in  saying  that  I  would 
like  to  say  that  we  regret  very  much  the 
absence  of  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  and 
the  serious  illness  to  which  it  is  due,  the 
news  of  which  has  caused  serious  pain  in 
the  House.  We  differ  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  several  topics,  and  some- 
times come  into  sharp  collision  with  him, 
but  in  a  case  of  serious  illness  such  as  this 
no  one,  I  think,  is  more  ready  to  express 
sympathy  with  his  opponent,  than  are  the 
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fentlemen  who  sit  on  these  benches, 
ly  object  in  rising  to  second  this 
Amendment  is  not  because  I  have  any 
special  knowledge  which  would  justify 
me  in  intervening  in  this  debate,  but  to 
give  expression  to  sentiments  which  I 
know  are  entertained  almost  throughout 
the  land  of  Ireland.  I  represent  a  large 
portion  of  Clare,  where  the  bulk  of  the 
people  make  their  living  out  of  the  land, 
and  as  Member  for  such  a  district  it  is 
not  out  of  place  that  I  should  second  this 
Amendment.  The  real  and  true  solution 
of  the  Irish  question  is  not  to  be  found 
in  any  Land  Acts  in  force  at  the  pre- 
sent time,  but  in  an  occupying  owner 
or  peasant  proprietor.  Whatever  other 
subjects  have  disappeared  periodically  the 
Irish  land  question  has  always  been  a 
source  of  contention  and  a  subject  of  dis- 
cussion in  this  House.  I  have  been  here 
myself  for  something  like  seventeen 
years,  and  I  never  remember  a  single 
session  during  the  whole  of  that  time 
when  the  Irish  land  question  did  not 
crop  up  in  the  debates  of  this 
House*  and  did  not  occupy  a  oonnderable 
time.  The  same  question  has  occupied 
the  attention  of  Parliament  and  succes- 
sive Administrations  ever  since  1860, 
when  the  Irish  Land  Act  was  introduced. 
Down  to  the  present  the  Irish  land  ques- 
tion has  been  a  subject  upon  which  Bill 
after  Bill  has  been  introduced  in  this 
House,  and  yet  at  the  present  time,  in 
spite  cf  all  these  enactments,  there  is  un- 
rest and  agitation  in  Ireland,  and  dissatis- 
faction at  the  condition  in  which  the  land 
question  remains.  I  hare  often  heanl  in 
this  House  that  the  land  question  is 
settled.  We  were  told  it  was  settled  in 
1867,  and  again  in  1881,  and  again  in 
1887,  and  we  were  told  as  shortly  ago  as 
1896  that  the  Act  of  that  year  put  the 
finishing  touch  on  all  the  Acts  that  had 
gone  before.  In  spite  of  all  these  addi- 
tions, much  remains  to  be  done  in  regard 
to  the  Irish  land  question,  and  the  people 
have  many  legitimate  reasons  for  com- 
plaint. In  dealing  with  this  subject  of 
land  piuvhase  it  is  significant  to  observe 
that,  although  the  land  agitation  of  the 
past  has  not  always  receiv^  support  from 
bon.  Gentlemen's  constituents  m  Ireland, 
the  system  of  compulsory  land  purchase 
receives  no  more  enthusiastic  support 
than  it  does  in  Ulster,  and  that  in  itself 
should  commend  this  matter  to  the 
Government,  and  urge  them  to  take  it 
into  serious  consideration.    The  Irish,  we 
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are  told,  have  been  the  spoiled  darlings  of 
Parliament.    We  have  been  told  that  no 
people  have  received  such  privileges  as 
those  given  by  the  Irish  Land  Acte.  The 
efficiency  of  the  Land  Acts  depends  upon 
one  thing,  and  that  is  whether  they  are 
administered  impartially  and  fairly  as 
between  landlord  and  tenant.    I  am  not 
going  to  make  any  sweeping  charge  of 
partiality  against  the  agents  who  adminis- 
ter the  Land  Acts  in  Ireland,  but  this 
much   I  do    say — that  the  operation 
of    the    Land    Acts    in    Ireland  is 
such  that  it   cannot   and   could  not 
command  the  confidence  of  the  tenant. 
Many  of  the  Land  Commissioners  arc 
gentlemen  who  no  doubt  intended  to  act 
as  gentlemen,  but  it  must  be  remembered 
that  they  have  been  drawn  almost  ex- 
clusively from  the  landlord  class,  or  from 
that  portion  of  the  population  which 
I  sympathises  with  the  landlord  class,  and 
I  therefore  they  cannot  be  expected  to 
I  mete  out  impartial  justice  between  land- 
I  lords  and  tenants ;  but  whether  they 
:  have  attempted  to  do  so  or  not,  the  fact 
!  remains  that  they  do  not  retain  the  con- 
fidence of  the  large  body  of  tenants  who 
appeal  to  them,  and  that  in  itself  is 
sufficient  to  cause  unrest  in  the  country, 
and  to  compel    this   question   to  lie 
brought  periodically  before  the  House. 
Mr.  Speaker,  the  system  whereby  rents 
I  are  periodically  fixed  and  refixed,  cannot, 
I  in  my  opinion,  be  satisfactorily  settled  or 
I  taken  as  a  permanent  incentive  to  real 
I  industry.    There  is  nothing  in  it  to  make 
the  occupiers  of  the  soil  really  interested. 
'  I  have  notioed  myself  at  different  times 
I  where  rents  have  come  up  to  be  refixed, 
■  the  rents,  instead  of  being  lowered  or 
I  instead  o£  Iwing  confirmed,  bave  actually 
been  raised. 

I 

The  secretary  to  thb  LOCAL 
1  GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
RussEi.L,  Tyrone,  S.) :  The  rents  that 
have  been  raised  are  the  rents  fixed  by 
I  the  Sul>>Commis8ioner8  in  the  second 
'  period.     These   have  sometimes  been 
raised  on  appeal. 

I  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  At  all 
I  events  they  have  been  raised.  What 
'  we  want  in  Ireland  is  a  system 
I  which    exists    with    very  beneficial 

1  results     in     very    many  Continental 
countries,  and  that  is  that  the  occupiers 
I  of  the  land,  the  tillers  of  the  soil,  shall 
I  be  in  reality  the  owners  of  the  land  upon 
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which  they  live.  Thus  placed  they  will 
be  encouraged  to  renewed  industry  iji  the 
knowledge  that  the  more  work  they  put 
into  the  land  the  more  benefit  will  they 

f)t  for  themselves  and  their  families, 
ow,  Sir,  the  question  of  compulsory  sale 
is  no  doubt  a  very  difficult  question.  It 
invdves  the  eroenditure  of  a  large 
amount  of  capital ;  but  that  it  is  not  an 
altogether  impossible  question,  and  not  a 
question  which  has  failed  altogether  to 
«Dlist  the  sympathy  and  interest  even  of 
English  statesmen,  is  to  be  found  in  the 
fact  that  Mr.  Gladstone  himself,  concur- 
rently with  his  Home  Rule  proposal,  for- 
mulated a  scheme  of  peasant  proprietary 
in  Ireland.  That  scheme  failed,  and  tio 
doubt  surprised  people  in  this  country  ; 
and  a  very  strong  protest  was  made 
against  the  embarkation  of  English 
capital  to  buy  out  the  Irish  lanmord. 
The  system  which  has  grown  up  and 
been  so  disastrous  in  Ireland  for  so  many 
generations  is  that  which  is  the  outcome 
of  the  government  of  Ireland  by  this 
country.  It  is  the  outcome  of  a  system 
of  confiscation  practised  century  upon 
<;entury  by  successive  Grovemments  in 
Ireland.  We  are  told  that  the 
Irish  occupiers  of  the  soil  are  not 
to  l>e  trusted;  and  it  may  be  urged 
that  to  embark  an  amount  of  British 
capital  in  reorganisation  of  the  land 
system  in  Ireland  would  be  to  risk  the 
loss  of  a  large  sum  of  money,  fiut  we 
«an  only  reason  by  results.  Under  Lord 
Ashbourne's  Act  down  to  the  present 
time,  as  far  as  I  can  gather  from  the 
iigures,  between  40,000  and  50,000  tenants 
in  Ireland  have,  with  the  assistance  of 
the  State,  bought  under  this  purchase 
Act,  and  become  practically  the  pur- 
chasers of  their  own  land.  The  result 
has  been  most  surprising  to  many  doubt- 
ing Englishmen.  These  40,000  or  50,000 
tenants  have  met  their  eugagementa  in 
the  most  punctual  way,  and  not  the 
slightest  complaint  has  been  made  of 
their  defaulting  or  failing  to  keep  their 
engagements  in  regard  to  the  repayment 
of  the  instalments  advanced,  while  the 
-change  in  their  condition  from  tenants  to 
owners  has  been  attended  with  the  best 
results  to  themselves  and  to  the  districts 
in  which  they  lived.  That  being  the 
result,  so  far,  of  the  attempts  made  to 
create  a  peasant  proprietary  in  Ireland, 
is  it  imreasonable  to  ask  that  the 
«ystem  should  be  extended  1  We  are 
.told  that  there  is  great  difficulty  in  fixing 


the  amount  of  the  purchase  -  money. 
That  is  not  the  real  difficulty.  I  don't 
believe  that  where  a  landlord  is  willing  to 
sell  and  the  tenant  is  willing  to  buy,  the 
question  of  the  amount  to  be  paid  is 
allowed  to  break  down  the  n^;otiations. 
There  have  been  difficulties  and  delays, 
but  in  most  cases  there  has  been  a  settle- 
ment of  the  price  and  the  conditions. 
What,  then,  is  the  difficulty  in  extend- 
ing the  syffbem  of  peasant  proprietary, 
whi<^  so  far  has  been  a  success  ?  The 
real  difficulty  is  what  I  must  call  the 
obstinate  determination  of  certain  land- 
lords in  Ireland  not  to  meet  the  wishes 
of  their  tenants  in  this  respect ;  and 
therefore  it  is  that  in  the  recognition  in 
Ireland  and  in  the  constituency  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone — as  well 
as  in  the  Unionist  portions  of  Ulster 
more  than  anywhere  else — of  the  system 
of  peasant  proprietary,  it  is  absolutely 
necessary,  to  give  it  a  fair  chance,  to  exer- 
cise a  certain  amount  of  compulsion  to- 
wards these  unreasonable  landlords.  I 
think  if  wo  all  live  long  enough  we  shall 
see  the  time  when  this  Act  will  be  un- 
necessary. Slowly  and  surely  the  idea  is 
gaining  ground  amongst  landlords  in 
Ireland  that  it  would  be  more  satisfactory 
for  themselves,  and  more  beneficial  to  their 
tenants,  to  accept  a  fair  price  for  their 
land.  I  can  understand  the  feeling 
of  certain  landlords  who  say  "Well, 
this  land  has  l>elonged  to  my  father  and 
my  grandfather,  and  these  acres  have  been 
in  the  family  for  generations."  I  con- 
fess to  a  certain  amount  of  respect  for 
sentiment  of  that  kind ;  but  sentiment 
of  that  sort  in  the  nineteenth  or  twentieth 
century  must  give  way  to  the  interests 
of  the  general  community,  and  in 
obedience  to  public  opinion.  Take  the 
case  of  the  landlord  with  a  lar^c  number 
of  tenants.  He  may  be  an  obstniate  land- 
lord. The  result  ia  friction  and  agita- 
tion and  disputes  as  to  the  amount  of  rent 
to  be  paid,  and  the  consequent  expense 
of  going  to  the  land  courts.  Would  it 
not  be  very  much  better  for  the  landlord 
to  receive  in  hard  cash  the  equivalent  for 
his  land  1  Would  it  not  be  very  much 
better  for  the  tenants  in  that  district  to 
become  their  own  landlords,  so  that 
every  additional  turn  they  gave  to 
the  plough  would  mean  more  money, 
not  for  the  landlord,  but  for  them- 
selves "!  How  is  this  worked  abroad  ?  It 
is  a  pleasure  to  travel  in  France  and 
Belgium,  and  to  see  the  thrift  and  industry 
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wfiich  the  occupiers  of  the  soil  put  into 
their  work ;  it  is  a  marked  contrast  to 
visit  Ireland  and  see  the  signs  of  discon- 
tent and  unrest  in  the  tenants,  who  know 
not  whether  their  rents        be  raised  or 
what  may  happen  to  them.  The  paramount 
feeling  in  the  breasts  of  the  Irish  people 
is  that  the  land  question  is  a  deep-rooted 
grievance.    Let  uiis  be  remedied  and  that 
discontent  will  pass  away.    I  believe  that 
in  this  lies  the  solution  of  the  Irish 
problem.    We  have  had  Act  after  Act 
passed,  and  legal  machinery  of  the  most 
complicated  kind  devised  to  meet  the  case, 
while  vast  sums  of  money  have  been  ex- 
pended on  litigation  in  Ireland,  and  yet 
the  land  question  remains  unsettled.  This 
proves  that  dual  ownership  cannot  settle 
it ;  and  if  you  want  to  finally  allay  the 
spirit  of  agrarian  agitation  you  will  have 
to  break  up  the  dual  ownership  and  give 
the  people  the  absolute  possession  of  their 
own  farms.  The  late  Mr.  Famell  thought 
the  solution  of  the  Irish  land  question  was 
to  be  found  in  the  establishment  of  a 
peasant  proprietary.    That  view  has  been 
consistently  held  by  all  prominent  Irish 
politicians  down  to  the  present  day.  It 
is  a  view  which  has  been  gaining  and 
gathering  support  day  by  day  and  year 
by  year,  untU  now  it  is  not  merely  the 
representatives  of  the  Nationalist  party 
in  Ireland,  but  those  of  the  Unionist  and 
Orange  parties  in  the  province  of  Ulster, 
who  urge  Parliament  to  take  it  up.    I  am 
really  tired  of  week  bSXat  week  and 
month    after   month    receiving     com- 1 
plaints  and  letters  and  remonstrances ' 
on   the   subject    from   every   part    of  j 
my     large    agricultural    constituency,  l 
First  of  all,  their  cases  have  been  listed  , 
for  so  many  months,  and  in  some  instances 
almost  for  years,  and  they  have  not  come  I 
up  for  hearing.    Then  they  bitterly  com- 1 
plain  that  the  Commissioners  sent  down 
to  value  the  land  have  been  men  who,  from 
their  antecedents,  surroundings,  and  asso- 
ciadons,  they  could  not  believe  wouli  do 
them  justice  and  fair  play.  These  reasons 
for  discontent,  whether  well  founded  or 
not,  come   to  every  Irish  Nationalist 
Member,  and  the  hon.  and  learned  Gentle- 
man opposite  will  be  the  last  to  deny  that 
there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  blocking 
and  regrettable  delay  in  connection  with 
the  matter.  Whether  the  complaints  of  the 
personnel  of  the  Commissioners  and  of  delay 
are  right  or  wrong,  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  TXOTti  one  cause  or  another  the  peopl^ 
are  unrcstful  and  discontented,  and  there 
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IS  a  general  feeling  of  uncertainty  and 
irritation  connected  with  the  present 
Land  Court  and  everything  appertaining 
to  it.    For  that  reason  we  are  entitled  to 
come  here  and  ask  the  Government  to 
cut  this  knot  once  and  for  ever,  to  do 
away  with  these  irritating  legal  complica- 
tions, to  give  the  landlords  whatever  in 
the  sight  of  Heaven  is  their  due,  and  at 
the  same  time  to  establish  the  pefn>]e  on 
the  soil  and  make  them  owners  of  their 
land.     That  is  the  first  reason  which 
impels  us  to  bring  this  matter  forward. 
The  second  reason  is  that  we  are  entitled 
to  demand  that  the  people  of  this  countiy 
shall  make  some  senous  effort  to  give  rest 
and  peace  to  our  people.    We  are  some- 
times described  as  being  mere  agitators, 
as  men  who  thrive  on  discontent,  and 
as  being  never  happier  than  when  voicing; 
grievances  in  this  House.     I  do  not 
believe  that  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite 
nncerely  believe  that    It  is  a  matter  of 
the  utmost  displeasure  to  us  personally 
to  have  to  come  here  year  after  year  and 
voice  the  eterrial  complaints  of  our  agri- 
cultural constituents.     It  would   be  a. 
source  of  infinite  satisfaction  and  rest  to- 
us  if  a  solution  of  this  question  was  come 
to  which  would  free  us  from  the  un- 
pleasant position  of  always  seeming  to 
complain.    It  is  an  irksome  duty,  but  we 
arc  entitled  to  ask  that  the  Government 
and  the  people  of  this  country  shall  do 
something  to  restore  peace  and  harmony 
to  Ireland,  which  were  driven  from  our 
shores  when  the  present  land  system  was 
first  established.    I  do  not  for  a  moment- 
say  that  the  relations  between  landlord 
and  tenant  must  necessarily  be  unpleasant 
and  strained  because  the  landlords  are 
mostly  of  one  race  and  of  one  religion,, 
while  the  tenants  are  of  another.    W  e  do 
not,  and  I  hope  never  shall,  pay  any 
attention  to  religion  or  race  with  regard 
to  the  landlords  as  long  as  they  behave 
fairly,  fiut  this  1  do  say,  that  it  is  proved 
in  other  countries,  and  in  other  times, 
that  where  the  dense  mass  of  the  tillers 
of  the  soil  are  of  one  race  and  of  one 
religion,  and  the  owners  of  the  soil,  to- 
whom  they  are  obliged  to  pay  tribute,  are 
of  another,  the  result  is  unsatisfactory 
and  unpleasant  for  both  parties.    I  say 
that,  in  common  fairness  and  justice,  you 
^  are  bound  to  take  some  pains  to  remedy 
the    result  of   yom-   own  misgovem- 
ment,  and  to  give  the  people  of  Ire- 
land a  system  of  secure  land  tennre. 
The  expenditure  of  British,  credit  would 
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not  be  accompanied  by  any  risk  whatever. 
If  you  do  this  thing  for  the  tenant 
farmers  of  Ireland  they  will  keep  their 
share  of  the  bond  honestly  and  fairly, 
■and  not  a  single  shilling  would  be  lost  to 
this  country.  On  the  other  hand,  you 
would  give  peace  and  contentment  to  the 
Agricultural  population,  you  would  relieve 
the  landlords  from  an  awkward  and  un- 
pleaaant  position,  and  before  many  years 
you  woiud  see  the  people  of  Ireland— 
iiaturallv  still  devoted  to  the  national 
•cause,  but.  increasing  in  thrift  and 
industry,  growing  prosperous  and  weil- 
lo-do,  simply  because  they  would  be  the 
■owners  of  their  land,  and  upon  themselves, 
mot  upon  the  caprice  of  a  Land  Commission 
or  the  generosity  of  a  landlord,  would 
•depend  whether  they  lived  in  comfort  and 
happiness  with  their  families  on  the  soil, 
or  whether  they  missed  their  opportuni- 
t'ies  and  went  hack  to  the  system  under 
which  they  have  lived,  unfortunately,  in 
ithe  past 

Amendment  proposed — 

"At  tbe  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the 
-words,  'Bat  we  hamUy  rej^resetit  to  Your 
Majesty  that  the  adrainistratu>n  of  the  Irish 
ILand  Acts  is  not  satisfactory  to  any  class  of 
Your  Majeaty'H  Irish  subjects,  and  that  the 
•only  and  permanent  solution  of  the  Irish  Land 
qoestion  must  lie  found  in  a  measure  providing 
/or  the  general  and  immediate  creation  of  an 
•occupying  proprietary  in  that  country.'"— 
iMr.  Daly.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  words 
Iw  there  added.^' 

The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  tor 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  In  the  first  place,  I  desire  to 
join  with  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare 
in  expressing  my  deep  and  sincere  regret 
that  the  Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  is 
anahle  to  be  in  his  place  to-ni^t,  and  I 
am  sure  the  House  will  be  glaa  to  hear 
there  is  every  hope  that  his  absence  will 
be  bat  temporary.  I  do  not  intend  to 
toarel  over  the  vast  field  traversed  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  E^t  Clare.  The  Amend- 
ment, as  I  understand  it,  although  it  does 
not  expressly  say  so,  means  that  at  once 
and  immediately  a  system  of  peasant 
occupying  proprietary  should  be  created 
by  compulsory  powers.  I  am  not  con- 
cerned to  defend  the  Land  Act  of  1881. 
The  mover  of  the  Amendment  said  that 
that  Act  was  looked  upon  as  unsatisfac- 
tory by  all  sides;  but,  lest  that  asser- 
tion might  make  any  special  reflection  on 


that  Act,  he  expressed  his  belief  that  any 
Act  that  had  ever  been,  could  e^'er  be,  or 
would  ever  be  introduced  dealing  with 
the  same  subject  would  not  give  satisfac- 
tion. I  am  very  much  inclined  to  agree 
in  that  opinion.  But  those  who  have 
formed  that  opinion,  and  feel  that  it  is 
almost  impossible  to  construct  a  statute 
which  will  enable  you  to  set  up  a  satisfac- 
tory system  for  the  purpose  of  compulsory 
valuation  of  rents,  ought  to  hesitate  a 
little  before  they  see  their  way  to  set  up 
a  compulsory  system  of  sale  and  purchase 
when  the  amount  of  purchase  money 
must  be  settled  by  the  very  same  agency 
which  when  applied  to  the  settle- 
ment of  rents  is  said  to  give 
no  satisfaction  whatever.  If  you 
cannot  secure  gentlemen  sufficiently 
free  from  bias  towards  either  landlord  or 
tenant  to  be  safely  trusted  to  say  what 
tbe  rent  of  a  particular  farm  should  be, 
I  do  not  know  the  process  by  which  in 
the  same  country,  dealing  with  the  same 
classes,  and  having  the  same  materials, 
you  will  be  able  to  select  gentlemen  who 
will  give  satisfaction  in  settling  the  price 
of  sale.  It  is  not  necessary  for  the  pur- 
poses of  this  Amendment  to  enter  into  a 
defence  of  the  Land  Act  of  1881,  but  it 
is  only  just  and  right  that  some  mis- 
apprehensions and  mistakes  into  which 
hon.  Members  have  apparently  fallen 
should  be  dealt  with,  llie  Land  Act  of 
1881  at  all  events  sought  to  gain  four 
great  objects — first,  to  prevent  rack- 
renting;  secondly,  to  prevent  capricious 
evictions ;  thirdly,  to  secure  to  the  tenant 
his  interest  and  improvements ;  and, 
fourthly,  to  secure  free  sale.  All  that 
the  Land  Act  of  1886  purported  to  do 
was — not  to  offer  a  panacea  for  all  the 
errors  and  mistakes  in  the  Irish  land 
system,  but  merely  to  extend  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  of  1881  to  persons  who 
were  within  its  spirit,  but  without  its 
letter,  to  take  further  steps  for  securing 
to  tenants  the  benefit  of  their  improve- 
ments, and  to  facilitate  purchase.  Tbe 
mover  of  the  Amendment  expressed  his 
dissatisfaction  w^th  the  operation  of 
Section  40  of  the  Act  of  1896.  He  appSr 
rently  expected  that  that  section  would 
have  the  efiect  of  transferring  vast  tracts 
of  land  from  landlord  to  tenant.  I  do 
not  know  whence  the  hon.  Member  got 
the  notion  that  the  section  had  failed,  oe- 
cause  it  has  been  but  a  short  time  in 
operation,  owiuK  to  a  difference  of  view 
between  those  charged  with  its  admints- 
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tration.  Those  differences  have  been 
settled  by  the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  since 
the  removal  of  all  impedimenta,  802 
tenant  proprietaries  have  been  created, 
and  almost  a  quarter  of  a  miltion  of 
money  advanced. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  What 
is  tiie  amount  of  the  rental  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  rental.  Objection  was  also  taken 
to  the  statement  of  my  right  hon.  friend 
in  reference  to  the  duties  of  the  Commis- 
sioners when  dealing  with  cases  of  wilful 
deterioration.  The  hon.  Member  seemed 
to  anticipate  that  that  statement  would 
act  as  an  instigation  to  the  Commissioners 
to  refuse  to  fix  fair  rents  where  there 
was  deterioration.  If  the  words  of  my 
right  hon.  friend  arouse  Sub-Commis- 
sioners to  a  sense  of  their  duty  to  refuse 
to  fix  fair  rents  where  they  find  there  is 
wilful  deterioration,  can  any  friend  of 
honest  and  fair  dealing  between  landlord 
and  tenant,  and  between  man  and  man, 
but  rejoice  at  that  1  There  can  be  no 
greater  piece  of  dishonesty  practised  by 
any  man  against  his  neighbour,  or  any 
person  with  whom  be  has  relations,  com- 
mercial or  otherwise,  than  deliberately  to 
deteriorate  his  land  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  a  lower  rent  fixed.  It  is  a  mean 
fraud,  and  while  I  am  happy  to  think 
that  it  very  seldom  occurs,  it  is  the 
imperative  duty  of  every  tribunal  before 
which  such  cases  come  to  endeavour  to 
defeat  the  object  of  such  a  practice.  The 
hon.  Member  in  reference  to  the  Appeal 
Court  appeared  to  think  that  that  court 
must  necessarily  be  corrupt  or  inefficient 
unless  its  decisions  were  always  on  one 
side. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galway):  They 

always  are. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  If  the  Appeal  Court 
either  confirms  the  order  of  the  Sub-Com- 
missioner or  decreases  the  rent  it  is  satis- 
factory and  proper,  but  the  moment  it 
increases  the  rent  as  fixed  by  the  Sub- 
Commissioner  it  shows  that  it  is  either 
inefficient  or  comipt.  That  is  not  my 
opinion.  There  never  was  an  Appeal 
Court  which  always  agreed  with  the  Court 
from  which  the  w][md  came.  I  do  not 
see  what  the  use  <n  such  an  Ai^ieal  Court 
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would  be.  The  variation  of  a  great  many 
decisions  may  be  accounted  for  neither  by 
the  corruption  nor  by  the  inefficiency  of 
the  Appeal  Court,  but  by  a  greater 
amount  of  evidence  being  given  and  a 
more  satisfactory  investigation  being 
made.  Landlords,  from  a  very  mistaken 
view  of  their  own  interests,  I  think,  very 
often  do  not  lay  their  case  as  fully  bef(H« 
the  inferior  tribunal  as  before  the  Court 
of  Appeal.  That  accounts  for  many 
instances  in  which  ajmeals  have  been 
nuide.  It  was  also  objected  that  the 
members  of  the  Appeal  Court  do  not  go 
to  the  lands  to  view.  That  is  quite  true, 
but  the  hon.  Member  is  entirely  mistaken 
in  supposing  that  they  necessarily  and 
always  decide  upon  the  report  of  their 
own  Court  valuer.  They  have  the  reports 
of  the  valuers  of  the  parties ;  they  hare 
the  report  of  the  Commissioners  who  did 
value  the  land.  With  those  reports,  as- 
corrected  by  the  evidence  given  before 
them,  and  supplemented  by  the  report  of 
the  Court  valuer,  it  would  appear  to  me 
that  unless  there  is  something  more 
difficult  than  usual  in  fixing  the 
value  of  land  they  have  the  materials 
before  them  on  which  they  should  be  able 
to  arrive  at  a  correct  conclusion.  In 
reference  to  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber foi;  East  Clare,  he  has  entirely  mis- 
apprehended the  observations  of  my 
hon.  friend.  On  the  whole,  the  redoctioas 
which  have  been  made  amount  to  close 
upon  40  per  cent,  on  an  average.  The 
first  reductions  were  20*9  per  cent.,  and 
the  second  reductions  amount  to  almost 
the  same.  The  rents  which  have  been 
reduced  have  in  no  case  been  increased. 
On  the  contrary,  they  hare  almost 
invariably  been  reduced,  the  average  re- 
duction being  about  20  per  cent.  What 
has  occurred  is  that  where  the  Sab- 
Commissioners  reduced  the  rent,  on 
appeal  the  order  made  by  the  Sob- 
Commissioners  as  to  the  amount  of  rent 
haa  been  raised.  [An  Hon.  Meubsb  i 
What  about  putting  an  increased  rent  ca 
tenants'  improvements  t]  I  am  sony  I 
did  not  know  the  hon.  Member  expected 
me  to  be  so  very  fully  informed  on  a  given 
case  as  to  give  an  answer  to  that  quesdoD. 
All  I  can  say  is  that  both  in  the  Act  of 
1881  and  the  Act  of  1896  ample  provisioa 
is  made  to  protect  tenants'  improvements. 
Clause  8,  Sub-clause  9,  as  the  hon.  Mon- 
ber  knows,  specially  enacts  that  rent  is 
not  to  be  put  on  tenants*  improvements,, 
and  if  that  courw  has  bem  departed  &oia 
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the  Act  has  not  been  attended  to.  I  have  ] 
not  sufficient  cognisance  of  the  cose 
meationed  to  know  whether  that  is  the 
case  or  not.  I  can  hardly  believe  that  if 
the  case  came  within  the  section  to  which 
I  have  referred  the  Commissioner  would 
have  disregarded  the  provision  of  these 
different  Acts.  I  pass  from  these 
matters  to  the  broad  question  introduced 
by  the  Amendment,  namely,  the  propriety 
of  setting  up  at  once  and  immediately  a 
system  of  compulsory  purchase  and  sale. 
Attention  has  not  been  directed  to  the 
vast  and  almost  insurmountable  difficul- 
ties that  present  themselves  in  carrying 
out  any  such  scheme.  In  the  first  place, 
no  such  scheme  would  be  at  all 
justifiable  unless  an  overwhelming  neces- 
sity required  it.  Even  if  it  were  de- 
sirable to  adopt  such  a  course  it  should 
be  perfectly  clear  that  it  was  practicable. 
First  of  all,  is  it  necessary  ?  ["  Yes  !  "] 
Before  you  come  to  that  conclusion  it 
would  be  interesting  for  me  to  give  to 
the  House  some  few  statistic-s  in  reference 
to  the  rate  at  which  purchase  is  at  pre- 
sent progressing.  After  all,  the  creation 
of  a  peasant  proprietary  is  almost  the 
favourite  remedy  of  the  Unionist  party 
for  the  solution  of  the  agrarian  question 
in  Ireland.  Under  the  Ashbourne  Acts, 
1885  and  1888,  £9,999,640  has  been 
advanced  to  purchase  26,368  holdings. 
Under  the  Acts  of  1891  and  1896,  sales 
have  been  made  to  25,100  tenants,  and 
£7,947,580  has  been  advanced.  In  all, 
under  those  four  Acts,  50,468  peasant 
proprietors  have  been  created,  and  the 
sums  advanced  amount  to  £17,940,220, 
or  practically  £18,000,000.  Even  that 
is  not  the  most  satisfactory  feature,  be- 
cause the  rate  of  progress  indicates 
clearly  that  still  greater  increases  may  be 
confidently  looked  for  in  the  future.  Con- 
trasting the  years  1897-98  with  the  two 
previous  years,  we  find  that  £2,201,223 
was  advanced  as  against  £1,200,000, 
while  in  the  year  concluded  on  31st 
December,  1899,  the  enormous  sum  of 
£1,775,295,  or  practically  £2,000,000, 
was  advanced.  Therefore  the  rate  of 
progress  has  been  such  that  the  amount 
of  money  advanced  in  the  one  year  1899 
was  almost  as  large  as  in  the  two  years 
1897-98,  and  almost  twice  as  large  as  in 
the  two  years  1895-96.  There  is  no 
reason  to  apprehend  that  the  amount 
of  money  available  is  not  sufficient,  by 
slow  and  steady  progress,  to  create  a  large 
number  of  peasant  proprietors. 


1  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  Might 
I  a^k  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  if  he  can 
^ve  us  any  information  as  to  how  the 
instalments  have  been  paid  ? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  amount  of  money,  but  I  think  it  is 
admitted  that  the  purchasers  under  these 
Acts  have  discharged  tlieir  obligations  in 
a  praiseworthy  manner.  I  think  we  ought 
to  remember  that  possibly  the  reason — 
and  the  principal  reason — why  they  are 
punctual  in  their  payments  is  because 
compulsory  sale  is  not  established.  No 
person  buys  who  does  not  wish  to  buy, 
and  no  person  sells  who  does  not  wish  to 
sell ;  and  consequently  we  get  willing 
purchasers  who  pay  punctual^  and  satis- 
factorily the  sums  they  are  bound  to  pay. 
I  do  not  think  hon.  Members  opposite 
have  considered  some  of  the  enormous 
practical  difficulties  which  stand  in  the 
way  of  carrying  out  the  proposal  con- 
tained in  this  Amendment,  even  if  neces- 
sity called  for  it  being  put  into  operation. 
First  of  all  this  scheme  of  compulsorj 
purchase — sale  would  be  more  accurate — 
must  be  reciprocal.  If  the  tenant  compels 
the  landlord  to  sell,  it  should  be  possible 
for  the  landlord  to  compel  him  to 
buy.  If  it  were  otherwise,  two  or  three 
tenants  in  the  middle  of  a  man's  estate 
might  come  into -court  and  compel  the 
larralord  to  sell  to  them  their  holdings, 
leaving  the  balance  of  the  estate  absolutely 
and  almost  entirely  worthless,  and  inflict- 
ing a  very  considerable  injury  upon  him. 

all  know  in  the  case  of  compulsory 
sales  under  the  Lands  Clauses  Act  and  all 
Acts  of  that  character,  sums  far  in  excess 
of  the  actual  purchase  money  of  the  land 
taken  have  been  awarded  to  ownera  for 
consequential  injury  done  to  the  surround- 
ing lancU,  although  such  lands  still  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  owner.  So  that  it 
would  be  manifestly  unjust  if  such  a 
principle  were  put  into  operation,  and  it 
would  be  unjust  not  to  make  it  apply  to 
both  landlord  and  tenant  respectively.  I 
do  not  know  how  the  tenants  of  Ireland 
would  regard  any  proposition  to  compel 
them  to  buy  when  they  did  not  want  to 
buy;  and  even  if  they  did  regard  it  as 
satisfactory  I  do  not  know  where  you 
would  get  the  material  from  to  construct 
«  tribunal  that  would  award  the  sum  to  be 
paid  to  the  satidaction  of  all  parties.  One 
of  the  hon.  Members  who  nave  spoken 
to-night  has  urged  that  the  Sub-Com- 
missioners are  unsatisfactory,  and  that 
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they  belong  to  one  particular  class  of  the 
community.  All  I  can  say  is  that  the 
very  utmoat  care  is  taken  to  select  men 
who  wiU  dischai^  their  duties  satisfac- 
torily. I  must  confess  that  there  are 
a  number  of  men  in  Ireland  who  are  most 
careless  and  reckless  about  the  statements 
they  make.  I  think,  however,  we  can  look 
with  confidence  to  the  creation  of  an  ade- 
quate system,  by  the  free  will,  co-operation, 
and  agreement  of  all  parties.  This  has 
worked  well  up  to  the  present  and  will  work 
well  in  the  future,  because  it  is  not  forced 
upon  them  and  they  get  only  what  they 
desire,  and  I  believe  this  system  will 
enable  a  vast  number  of  tenants  of  Ire- 
land to  become  the  owners  of  their 
holdings.  On  the  other  hand,  I  submit 
that  a  principle  so  novel  and  so  wide  as 
that  indicated  in  the  Amendment  can- 
not be  adopted.  It  would  inflict  the  most 
cruel  injury  and  suffering  on  vast 
numbers  of  proprietors.  I  cannot  on 
behalf  of  the  Government  hold  out  any 
encouragement  in  regard  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  principles  which  have  been 
advocated  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite. 

•Mr.  PINKERTON  :  After  listening  to 
tiie  speech  of  the  ri^ht  hon.  Gentleman  I 
came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  most 
re^ttaUe,  considering  all  the  changes 
that  have  been  made,  that  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  had  not  been  elevated  to  the 
judicial  Bench,  as  the  speech  we  have  just 
listened  to  gave  evidence  of  most  impartial 
judicial  balancing.  I  must  say  that 
while  I  deeply  regret  the  absence  of  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  I  am  not 
sorry  that  it  has  given  an  opportunity  to 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  who  has,  in 
reply,  made  the  most  half-hearted  apology 
I  have  ever  beard.  We  know  alresMy 
that  a  sum  of  money  sufficient  to  buy  out 
all  the  landlords  in  Ireland  has  been  sunk 
in  the  Modder  River.  We  know  that 
every  shell  fired  in  South  Africa  will 
delay  a  settlement  of  this  question,  and, 
therefore,  it  is  all  important  that  this  sub- 
ject should  be  settled  as  soon  as  possible. 
We  are  nearing  the  time  when  we  must 
face  our  constituencies,  and  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  if  he  was  not  return^  as  an 
advocate  of  compulsory  sale,  at  least 
was  elected  as  a  very  strong  friend  of  it. 
J  am  glad  to  see  the  hon.  and  leamefl 
Membw  who  represents  East  Down  Mid 
other  Unionist  Members  in  their  places. 
With  one  solitary  exception,  in  all  their 
election  addresses  they  place  the  quMtiou 
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of  compulsory  sale  in  the  front.  I  can 
understand  the  delicate  distinction 
between  compulsory  sale  and  compulsory 
purchase  which  has  been  drawn  by  ^e 
right  hon  Gentleman,  but  why  did  he  not 
draw  diat  distinction  before  he  was 
elected  1  We  have  brought  AniendmCTt 
after  Amendment  from  this  side  of  the 
House,  and  it  has  been  pretty  generally 
agreed  that  landlonk  should  be  com- 
pelled to  sell  when  the  tenants  are 
willing  to  buy.  The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  the  Act  of  1881  was  in- 
tended to  secure  occupation  and  tlie 
right  of  free  sale,  but  he  cannot  sit  upon 
that  bench  ingnorant  of  the  fact  uiat- 
the  right  of  free  sale  has  been  absolutdy 
ruined.  I  can  quote  evidence  to  show 
that  the  right  of  free  sale  has  been 
destroyed  because  the  landlord  claims  the 
ri^ht  of  pre-emption  unless  the  tenant  is 
willing  to  add  an  additional  sum  to  the 
annual  rent,  and  in  almost  every  case 
throughout  the  north  of  Ireland  where 
the  tenant  cannot  clearly  prove  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Land  Commission  that 
it  is  an  Ulster  Custom  estate  the  landlord 
prevents  the  right  of  free  sale.  The  hon. 
and  learned  Gentleman  said  if  we  object  to 
the  machinery  for  fixing  fair  rents  how  can 
we  hope  to  Itave  a  satisfactory  settlement 
of  the  question  of  compulswy  sale!  I  am 
prepar^  to  say,  without  fear  of  contra- 
diction, that  upon  a  close  examination  it 
will  be  found  that  Head  Commissioners 
represent  one  class,  and  one  class  alone. 
The  only  gentleman  belonging  to  the 
Head  Commissioners  who  is  suspected  of 
sympathising  with  the  tenants  is  Mr. 
O'Brien,  and  if  he  is  allowed  to  adjudicate 
in  any  case  his  decision  is  always  over- 
powered by  the  majority  of  his  colleagues. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  has  alluded  to 
a  number  of  caaea  which  have  been  satas- 
factorily  settled  under  the  40th  soction. 
I  know  the  Act  is  working  more  smoothly 
now  than  it  did  some  time  ago,  when 
there  was  aconsiderable  amount  of  friction. 
The  right  hon.  Gentleman  very  fairly 
said  that  the  landlords  refused  to  come 
before  the  court  of  Sub-Commissioner  and 
give  their  evidence  because  they  preferred 
to  reserve  their  evidence  for  a  hisher 
court.  I  think  without  any  Act  of  Par- 
liament, or  without  any  attempt  to  intro- 
duce a  drastic  remedy,  the  power  resta 
with  the  Government  to  prevent  audi 
evidence  being  given  before  a  superior 
court.  In  every  case  neither  landlord  nfir 
tenant  should  be  allowed  to  amend  their 
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case,  and  the  evidence  they  have  refused  to  !  ments  made  in  the  lower  Court.  The 
tender  in  the  first  instance  should  not  be  I  Sub-Commissioners,  by  examination,  see 
allowed  to  be  given  in  a  superior  court,  j  clearly,  and  they  have  ocular  demonstra- 
Since  the  Local  Government  Act  was  passed,  i  tion  of  the  truth  of  the  evidence  given 
when  the  Agricultural  Grant  was  dangled  I  in  Court  and  of  sifting  the  evidence,  and 
before  our  eyes,  the  landlords  have  all  their  opinion  is  better  than  the  Court 
pocketed  their  share,  but  the  tenants  of  \  valuer  who  is  sent  out  to  examine  the 
Ireland  have  not  benefited  by  one  sin^e  holding,  and  who  has  never  heard  the 
farthing.  No  doubt  if  you  try  to  carry  '  evidenoe.  I  can  say,  for  my  part,  that 
a  compulsory  purchase  measure  it  will  be  1  no  stronger  argument  can  be  advanoed  in 
argued  that  you  must  give  a  certain  |  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  superior 
bonus  to  the  landlords.  As  I  have  pointed  i  Court  than  that  which  has  been  put  for- 
out  already,  in  the  shape  of  the  Agri-  ward  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
-cultural  Grant,  the  landlords  have  received  '>  Attorney  General,  and  I  think  they  may 
a  bonus  which  I  do  not  think,  in  many  '  very  well  ask  to  be  delivered  from  their 
-cases,  they  deserved.  With  regard  to  j  friends.  There  is  another  point,  and  I 
the  appointment  of  Sub-Commissioners,  '  sympathise  immensely  with  the  landlords 
I  would  ask  hon.  Members  opposite,  who  are  in  that  position.  All  these 
why  should  Home  Rulers  not  have  '  Actsctf  Parliament  were  unjustly  framed, 
their  feelings  considered  in  this  matter  as  •  because  no  notice  was  taken  of  the  mort- 
well  as  Unionists  1  Can  they  not  dis-  \  gagee.  It  is  very  hard,  for  instance,  for 
-charge  those  duties  just  as  well  i  a  vam  whose  rents  amount,  say,  to 
^  the  followers  of  the  hon.  Member  for  £5,000,  £4,000  of  which  goes  in  pay- 
•Sonth  Belfast  "i  I  do  not  claim  that  they  j  ments  on  mortgages  and  other  charffea, 
■should  be  elected  from  the  political  party  [  that  the  reduction  should  all  tall 
iio  which  I  belong  but  as  it  is  purely  and  on  the  remaining  £1,000.  That  leaves 
simply  a  court  of  arbitration,  I  say  those  ;  a  man  in  a  very  unfortunate  position, 
Commissioners  should  be  appointed  who  and  I  think  every  Act  of  Parliament 
will  command  the  respect  of  all  the  classes  introduced  into  this  House  should  be 
interested  in  this  question.  We  have '  framed  in  such  a  manner  that  the 
been  trying  year  after  year  and  session  |  mortgagee  would  have  to  bear  a  fair 
After  session  to  have  the  Head  Gommis-  share  of  the  reduction.  I  do  not  know 
sioners  strengthened  in  such  a  way  as  to  i  why  a  mortgagee  who  has  advanced 
iuspire  a  certaia  amount  of  confidence  on  money  on  land  should  be  treated  diffe- 
the  part  of  the  tenants.  The  right  hon.  rently  to  a  man  who  has  invested  in  a 
Gentleman  said  no  one  ever  expected  that '  railway.  At  the  same  time  it  is  fdso  very 
the  Court  of  Appeal  would  agree  abso-  hard  that  a  stumbling-block  should  be  put 
lutely  and  entirely  with  the  lower  court,  in  the  way  of  land  purchase  in  Ireland  by 
.but  I  noticed  the  other  day  that  in  the  list '  the  fact  that  so  much  of  the  land  is  sub- 
of  cases  in  the  Appeal  Court  nine-tenths  or  ject  to  mortgages.  It  is,  unfortunately, 
at  least  four-fifths  of  them  were  increased,  a  very  difficult  position  for  the  Irish  land- 
and  only  a  very  small  number — about  5  lords,  but  all  the  same  it  is  a  fact  that  the 
per  cent. — were  reduced.  That  is  un-  tenants,  who  are  not  responsible  for  these 
doubtedly  using  the  machinery  and  the  debts,  have  to  pay  the  penalty.  I  can 
powers  put  into  the  hands  of  those  Com- ,  assure  English  taxpayers  that  for  every 
missioners  not  to  administer  justice,  but  \  penny  of  British  money  invested  in  Irish 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  I^and  Acts  '  land,  yon  are  certain  to  be  paid  your  full 
palatable  to  the  landlord  class.  It  seems  price.  It  is  a  good  investment,  better 
to  me  most  remarkable  that  the  Head  than  throwing  away  your  money  to  steal 
Commissioners — who  have  no  oppor-  goldfields  in  South  Anica. 
tunity    of    visiting   the    land — should 

Act  upon  the  decision  of  the  Court  Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE  (Antrim,  N.) : 
valuers,  who  have  simply  taken  a  super-  I  should  like  to  state  that  the  primary 
ficial  view  of  the  land  in  question,  and  object  with  which  I  was  sent  to  this 
who  have  had  no  opportunity  of  hearing  House  was  that  of  supporting  Her 
the  evidence  given  before  the  Bab-Com-  Majesty's  Gtovemment  in  the  policy  which 
missioners.  The  Sub-Commissioners  have  they  are  carrying  out.  Therefore,  as  the 
not  only  the  advantage  of  visiting  the  passing  of  this  Amendment  would  not 
land,  but  they  have  an  opportunity  of  j  lead  to  legislation  and  would  practically 
corroborating  or  refuting  other'  state-  amount  to  a  vote  of  censure  on  the 

'  Xm  Day. 
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Government,  I  shall  vote  against  it,  al- 
though I  agree  with  a  great  deal  that  has 
been  said  on  this  subject  by  hon.  Mem- 
bers opposite.  The  question  of  the  ulti- 
mate settlement  of  the  Irish  land  ques- 
tion is  one  which  is  a  very  burning  ques- 
tion, and  one  which  has  come  to  the  front 
very  much  during  the  last  few  years.  It 
has  been  said  that  many  Irish  Members 
sitting  on  this  side  of  the  House  pledged 
themselves  at  the  last  election  in  favour 
of  a  fuial  settlement  of  the  Irish  Land 

Question  more  or  less  upon  the  lines  in- 
icated  in  this  Amendment — that  is,  a 
compulsory  scheme  of  purchase  on  fair 
terms.  The  hon.  Member  for  Galway  has 
informed  the  House  that  I  was  similarly 
pledged.  It  is  beyond  all  doubt,  as 
the  hon.  Member  for  East  Clare  has 
stated,  that  in  the  North  of  Ireland  this 
is  a  very  burning  question,  and  one  on 
which  we  are  anxious  that  the  House 
should  know  our  opinions.  As  far  as  the 
work  of  the  Commission  is  concerned  I 
should  like  to  say  that  there  are  a  good 
deal  of  complaints  on  all  sides  about  the 
working  of  the  Land  Commission.  It  has 
been  UI^ged  by  hon.  Members  opposite 
that  it  is  packed  by  the  kuidlord 
class,  but  in  practice  I  have 
never  found  that  to  be  the  casq. 
At  present  I  am  not  aware  that  there  are 
any  landlord  nominees  on  the  Land  Com- 
mission. I  only  know  two  Commissioners, 
and  one  of  them  is  a  cousin  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  Galway.  Regarding  the 
manner  in  which  the  work  is  carried  on, 
speaking  as  a  neutral,  I  think  that  both 
tenants  and  hmdltn^a  equally  mistrust  the 
members  of  the  Land  Commission,  but  I 
am  bound  to  add  that,  taking  the  Com- 
missioners all  round,'  the  Government 
could  not  have  made  a  better  selection  or 
found  better  men  for  the  work.  When 
you  have  a  tribunal  to  decide  vexed 
questions  in  which  so  many  pecuniary 
interests  are  involved,  the  members  of 
that  tribunal,  unless  they  are  paid 
salaries  which  render  them  above 
suspicion,  will  always  have  these 
charges  made  against  themu  Then 
there  is  another  objection — I  can  see  how 
it  could  be  remedied,  but  other  people 
may  not  take  the  same  view — and  that  is 
the  trouble  and  bother  of  this  perpetual 
litigation.  If  the  landlords  and  tenants 
of  Ireland  would  only  consent  to  an 
automatic  revision  of  rents,  that  would  be 
a  great  help.  But  the  present  position  is 
that  at  the  end  of  every  fifteen  years  it  is 
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open  to  either  tlie  landlord  or  tenant  to 
have  a  new  rent  fixed  by  the  courta. 
That  leads  to  unrest  and  litigatioQ,  and  is 
very  undesirable,  for  reasons  which  will 
appear  to  every  hon.  Member.  I  cannot 
agree  at  all  with  the  attacks  made  on  the 
Appeal  Court  or  the  Land  Commission. 
With  reference  to  the  Sub-Commifl- 
sioners  sitting  in  the  country,  it  is  an 
objection  of  wnich  I  have  a  certain  amount 
of  experience,  that  although  Uie  Sub-Com- 
missioners are  supposed  to  take  evidence 
in  court  and  on  oath  in  the  presence  of  the 
legal  representatives  of  the  parties,  they 
are  too  often  in  the  habit  of  going  on 
the  lands  and  picking  up  evidence  uiem- 
selves. 

Mr.  PINKERTON  :  Is  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  aware  that  the  landlord 
or  his  agent  always  ac companies  the  Sab- 
Commissioners  ? 

Mr.   WILLIAM  MOOBE:  In  my 
event  the  practice  cannot  fail  to  operate 
on  the  minds  of  the  Sab-CommiBraonera. 
They  then  fix  a  rent  which  I  venture  to 
say  is  in  nearly  eveiy  case  from  45  to  50 
per  cent,  less  than  the  rent  in  1881.  In 
some  cases  the  landlord  settles  with  the 
vast  majority  of  his  tenants.    I  knovr 
one    case    where   a    landlord  settled 
with     all     his    tenants    except  one 
on  the  basis  of  22  per  cent,  below  the 
first  term  rent.    This  tenant  went  into 
court  and  got  a  reduction  of  46  per  cent. 
If  the  landlord  submitted  to  that  reduc- 
tion every  other  one  of  his  tenants  woukl 
think  he  had  sold  them,  and  accordingly 
'  he  appealed,    and  the  redaction  was 
i  decreased  to  22  per  cent.,  and  the  other 
!  tenants  were  satisfied.    You  could  n<A 
\  blame  the  landlord  for  having  appealed 
I  in  a  case  of  that  kind.    I  would  wish, 
however,  that  some  means  could  be  de- 
I  vised  whereby  the  vexation  and  cost  of 
I  the  present  delays  connected  with  appealft 
i  could  be  avoided.    I  should  now  like  to 
I  say  a  few  words  with  reference  to  com- 
I  palsory  sale.    I  am  bound  to  say  that  I 
I  view    with    the    greatest  suspieiim 
I  the  suggestions  of  hon.  Grenttemen  oppo- 
;  site  when  it  is  proposed  to  expnqniate 
;  the  Irish  landlords.    The  hon.  Member 
I  for  East  Clare  want  into  questions  of 
religion  and  politics,  which  seem  to  me  to 
'  have  no  application  in  land  cases  at  alL 
!  When  hon.  Gentlemen  declare  that  their 
j  whole  aim  is  to  drive  the  landlords,  who 
I  are  described  as  the  English  guristm,  oni 
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of  Ireland,  and  to  give  them  only  prairie 

value  for  their  land          {^Several  Hon. 

Members  :  Oh,  oh !]  This  is  the  first 
time  I  have  ever  heard  that  repudiated. 
If  hon.  Gentlemen  are  prepared  to  treat 
the  matter  on  business  lines  I  am  pre- 
pared to  meet  them.  Before  the  Act  of 
1870  the  Irish  landlords  were  the  abso- 
lute owners  of  their  land,  subject  to 
the  tenancies  which  existed  under  them. 
In  1870  the  system  was  introduced  which 
has  landed  us  in  all  our  present  diffictd- 
ties.  It  may  have  been  n^ht  or  wrong — 
I  am  not  quarrelling  with  it,  because  it  is 
not  in  my  power  nor  in  the  power  of  any 
hon.  Member  to  repeal  that  Act.  It  was 
supposed  to  compose  all  differences ;  it 
made  the  tenant  part  owner  with  the 
landlord,  and  created  the  principle  of  dual 
ownership,  and  although  the  landlord 
could  still  turn  the  tenant  out  he  could 
only  do  it  by  paying  him  a  fixed  scale  of 
compensation.  The  principle  of  dual 
ownership  was  still  further  recognised  by 
the  Act  oE  1881,  which,  instead  oi  leaving 
the  parties  as  it  found  them,  restricted 
the  rights  of  the  landlords  in  dif- 
ferent ways.  The  tenant  could  not  be 
evicted  if  he  paid  the  fair  rent  fixed  by 
the  courts,  and  he  secured  the  right  of 
selling  his  interest  in  his  holding.  Prior 
to  the  Act  of  1881  the  landlord  and 
tenant  might  be  described  as  half-owners, 
but  after  that  Act  the  landlord  had  only 
something  between  a  fouriih  and  a  third 
of  the  interest,  and  the  tenant  had  the 
balance.  Whenever  two  interests  exist 
in  that  proportion  they  are  always  in 
conflict,  and  as  long  as  that  conflict  con- 
tinues there  will  be  no  peace  in  Ireland, 
and  therefore  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
statesman  to  endeavour  to  end  such  a 
state  of  affairs.  It  seems  to  me  the 
only  end  that  can  be  effective  is  to 
buy  out  the  landlords  on  fair  and  equit- 
able terms.  The  landlord,  being  the 
weaker  partner,  will  have  to  go. 
I  say  that  with  regret,  but  you  cannot 
deny  the  trend  of  public  opinion,  and 
therefore  the  only  uioice  of*  the  unfor- 
tunate landlord  is  between  confiscation 
and  compensation,  and  in  the  interests  of 
all  parties  and  in  the  interests  of  the 
landlords  themselves  the  sooner  they  get 
compensation  the  better.  The  Attorney 
General  for  Ireland  referred  to  the  Pur- 
chase Act  of  1885,  Long-headed  men  in 
Ireland  when  that  Act  was  passed  sold 
their  properties  and  got  twenty  years 
purchase  on  first-term  rents,  but  if  they 


were  about  to  sell  now  they  would  be 

very  lucky  if  they  got  eighteen  or  nine- 
teen years  purchase  on  second  -  term 
rents.  Land  is  a  falling  market,  and 
it  is  to  the  interest  of  the  landlords 
to  sell  as  soon  as  they  can.  I  know 
I  shall  be  told  by  my  hon.  friends 
on  this  side  of  the  House  that  in  advocat- 
ing compulsory  sale  I  am  doing  something 
far  from  Conservative  doctrine.  In  Ire- 
land we  have  not  had  very  much  Con- 
servative doctrine  from  our  brother 
English  Conservatives,  and  although  it 
may  be  said  it  is  against  the  principles  of 
Conservatism  to  take  a  man's  property 
against  his  will,  the  Irish  landlords  have 
been  suffering  for  the  last  twenty  years. 
The  Liberal  Government  first  of  all  in 
1881  put  it  into  the  power  of  a  tribunal 
to  take  25  per  cent,  off  the  landlords^ 
rents  for  fifteen*  years  without  one  par- 
ticle of  compensation.  In  1887  the  Con- 
servative Groverument  said,  "  The  Liberals 
have  made  a  reduction  of  26  cent, 
on  ordinary  rents,  but  we  will  strike 
25  per  cent  off  the  leasehold  rents, 
without  any  compensation  whatever." 
It  therefore  seems  to  me  that  no  objection 
can  be  made  by  English  Conservatives, 
when  it  is  proposed  to  buy  out  the  land- 
lords compulsorily  on  fair  terma.  In  the 
middle  of  the  last  century  the  Scotch 
lairds  had  certain  rights  which  were  found 
to  be  inconsistent  with  English  law,  and 
the  English  Government  compelled  them 
to  give  them  up,  but  compensated  them. 
In  the  early  part  of  the  present  century 
slavery  was  coiuidered  to  be  a  national 
disgrace,  and  Parliament  accordingly 
compelled  the  English  slaveK)wner8  in  the 
West  Indies  to  free  their  slaves,  bub 
secured  them  compensation.  It  seems  to 
me  that  in  buying  out  the  Irish, 
landlords  at  a  fair  price  Parliament 
would  be  only  followijc^  the  policy 
which  has  been  pursued  for  a  century. 
If  the  landlords  are  to  go,  let  them  go 
without  being  robbed  or  despoiled.  A 

freat  many  difficulties  have  been  suggested 
y  hon.  Gentlemen,  and  also  by  the 
Attorney  Genend  for  Ireland;  in  the  way 
of  carrying  this  out.  The  very  success 
of  your  Acts  of  Parliament  providing  for 
voluntary  sale  is  one  of  the  best  reasons 
for  compulsory  sale.  I  know  a  property 
which  was  owned  by  an  English  absentee 
landlord.  He  sold  it  to  his  tenants  with 
the  result  that  they,  who  will  be  the  pur- 
chasing proprietors,  are  year  by  year 
paying  a  less  sum  by  way  of  inatabnents 
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■of  the  purchase  money  to  the 
Government,  than  the  tenants  around 
them  whose  landlords  have  not  sold ; 

.  and  the  more  voluntary  sales  there 
are,  the  more  general  will  he  the 
discontent.  At  the  same  time  I  think  it 
would  be  exceedingly  hard  to  conqwPthe 
landlords  to  sell  without  fully  compen- 

.  sating  them.     Take  a  landlord  getting 

.£1,000  a  year  out  of  hui  estate.  He  gets 
£18,000  for  his  interest,  and  tiiat  amount 
at  3  per  cent,  or  3^  per  cent,  is  not  an 
equivalent  for  £1,000  a  year.  He  cannot 
get  any  more  for  his  interest,  and  hy  one 

■  stroke  of  the  pen  his  income  is  diminished. 
How  can  such  a  man  be  expected  to  sub- 
mit to  a  reduction  which  would  render  it 
impossible  for  him  to  live  as  he  had  been 
living  1  You  will  find  it  exceedingly  hard 
to  persuade  the  Irinh  tenants  to  give  more 

.than  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  purchase, 
and  it  will  be  equally  hard  to  ^  the 
landlords  to  aceept  eighteen  or  mneteen 
years  purchase  on  second  terra  rents. 
Vou  cuinot  charge  the  tenant  more  than  a 
fair  price,  and  the  Government  should 
step  in,  as  it  compensated  the  Scotch 
lairds  and  the  West  Indian  slave  owners, 
and  make  up  the  difference.  These  are 
the  news  held  by  my  constituents — as 
loyal  as  any  in  the  United  Kingdom — and 
by  the  vast  majority  of  the  Unionists  in 
the  surrounding  constituencies.  It  is  a 
policy  to  which  I  and  other  Unionist 
Members  are  pledged,  and  whoever  gets 
in  for  Mid-Armagh  is  pledged  to  the  same 

.  thing.  We  are  all  agreed  that  the  sooner 
the  question  is  settled  the  better,  and  as 
far  as  I  am  concerned  my  desire  is  to  have 
it  settled  on  terms  fair  to  both  landlords 

■  and  tenants. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL  (Tyrone,  N.) : 
One  observation  fell  from  the  right  hon. 
'Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  which  all  the  House  fully  received 
with  pleasure,  namely,  his  statement  tlmt 
.  the  absence  of  theright  hon. Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  would  be  6nly  temporary. 
That  announcement  gave  great  satisfac- 
tion to  everyone  in  thjs  House.  I  think 
the  House  is  indebted  to  the  hon.  Member 
for  North  Monaghan  for  bringing  forward 
this  Amendment,  because  it  has  been  the 
means  of  eliciting  from  a  very  represen- 
tative member  of  the  Unionist  party  from 
ithe  North  of  Ireland  a  very  clear,  dis- 
tinct, and  eloquent  avowal  of  his  adop- 
.tion  of  the  principle  of  compulsory 
purchase.  We  nave  also  been  told  that 
Mr.  W.  Moore. 


not  only  the  hon.  Member  for  North 
Antrim,  but  several  other  hon.  Members 
from  the  North  of  Ireland,  are  pledged 
to  compulsory  purchase,  and  that  the 
candidates  in  the  pending  election  in  Mid- 
Armagh  have  also  promised  to  support  it. 
That  was  not  the  onlymatter  elicited  by  the 
Amendment,  because  we  also  had  it  stated 
by  the  Attorney  General  for  Ireland  that 
the  Government  whidi  he  so  ably  and 
eloquently  rq)resents  on  iJiis  and  eveiy 
other  occasion  in  which  he  addresses  this 
House  have  long  regarded  the  abolition  of 
dual  ownership  as  a  panacea  for  the  evils 
of  Ireland.  Dtial  ownership  can  only  be 
abolished  by  some  system  of  compulsory 
sale  and  purchase,  and  we  have  a  great 
Government — great  in  numbers — I  could 
not  pay  them  any  other  compliment ;  if  I 
did  I  would  be  open  to  the  charge  which 
I  should  least  like  to  be  laid  at  my 
door,  namely,  the  charge  ot  insincerity — 
committed  to  some  sack  system:  But  if 
this  is  the  panacea  how  is  it  that  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Nordi 
Antrim — who,  like  the  candidates  in  Mid 
Armagh,  and,  I  suppose,  the  candidate 
who  will  seek  to  displace  myself  when- 
ever the  opportunity  arises,  is  pledged  to 
support  compulsory  sale  and  purchase — 
stated  in  his  opening  observations  that 
although  he  agreed  with  every  word  of 
the  Amendment  he  must  vote  with  the 
Government  t 

Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORE:  I  did  not 
use  the  words  imputed  to  me  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman.  What  I  said  was 
that  owing  to  my  pledge  to  my  constitu- 
ents I  was  not  at  liberty  to  join  in  a  vote 
of  censure  on  the  Government. 

♦Serjeant  HEMPHILL:  I  beg  the 
hon.  and  learned  Member's  pardon.  I 
did  understand  that  he  was  going  to  vote 
with  the  Grovemment,  although  he  was 
voting  against  his  convictions,  because  if 
the  vote  of  censure  were  carried  it  would 
lead  to  the  resignation  of  the  Government 
and  to  a  General  Election,  when  he  would 
have  to  go  over  to  North  Antrim  and 
repeat  the  sincere  pledges  he  has  already 
given.  I  thoroughly  agree  with  the 
spirit  of  the  Amendment ;  and  speaking, 
of  course,  wholly  for  myself,  I  am  in  the 
happy  position  of  being  able  to  vote  for 
the  Amendment  in  accordance  with  my 
pledges,  and  not,  in  a  Parliamentary 
sense,  having  to  break  my  word.  I 
believe  the  Amendment  embodies  a  prin- 
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ciple  which  ib  essential  to  the  well-being 
of  Ireland.  I  have  had  experience 
of  the  working  of  the  laud  laws,  both 
under  the  old  regime  and  the  new,  and  I 
was  surprised  to  near  from  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  the  Attorney  General  that  he 
conaider&  the  Act  (rf  1881  unsatisfactory. 
That  Act  was  the  creation  of  the  greatest 
Liberal  statesman  that  has  ever  existed 
in  the  country,  and  probably  one  whose 
like  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  we  shall 
see  again  ;  but  though  it  was  Mr.  Glad- 
stone s  Act,  we  must  recollect  that  it  was 
adopted  iwid  considerably  extended  by  a 
Ministry  professing  the  opinions  put 
forward  by  the  present  Government. 
The  cause  of  all  our  misfortunes  in  Ire- 
land, and  one  the  great  causes  of  the 
misery,  degradation,  and  crime  which  dis- 
figure our  annals,  was  the  unhappy  state 
of  the  land  laws,  until  Mr.  Gladstone 
came  to  the  rescue.  If  the  law  of  land- 
lords and  tenants  had  been  left  to  the 
operation  of  the  English  common  law,  the 
evils  that  sprang  up  in  the  last  century, 
and  two-thirds  of  the  present  century, 
would  never  have  existed.  From  the 
time  of  the  Union  down  to  1867-8,  with 
very  short  intervals,  almost  all  the  land 
laws  of  fceland  were  passed  by  Tory 
Governments,  and  these  made  the  Irish 
tenants  bondsmen,  and  left  them  to  the 
tender  mercies  of  the  landlords.  That 
state  of  things  was  rectified  by  Mr. 
Gladstone  in  1881,  the  Act  passed  that 
year  being  the  first  to  give  security  of 
tenure  to  a  vast  proportion  of  the  tenants 
of  Ireland.  What  remains  to  crown  the 
edifice,  to  restore  peace  and  harmony  to 
Irelajid,  to  abolish  all  those  grievances 
which  rankle  so  in  the  hearts  of  our 
countr3nnen,  even  when  they  are  obliged 
to  leave  their  homes,  and  the  memory 
of  which  is  handed  down  to  their 
children  from  generation  to  generation, 
is  to  plant  the  tenants  finmy  on  the 
soil,  and  make  them  proprietors,  leaving 
to  the  landlords  their  mansions  and  their 
domains.  The  principle  embodied  in 
the.  Amendment  would  accomplish  that 
great  object.  It  would  only  do  what 
has  led  to  prosperity,  luppiness,  and 
peace  in  many  parts  of  the  Continent, 
where  the  tillers  of  the  soil  are  the 
owners.  The  principle  of  fixing  fair 
rents  and  voluntary  purchase  has  been 
recognised  by  che  legislature,  and  I  see  no 
practical  difficulty  in  going  this  further 
step.  The  Attorney  General  for  Ireland 
had  said  that  the  progress  made  in  land 


purchase  under  the  Acts  of  1885  and 
1891  had  been  slow,  steady,  and  satisfac- 
tory, that  the  payments  bad  been  made 
with  the  utmost  punctuality,  and  that  the 
whole  arrears  only  amounted  to  between. 
£3,000  and  X4,000.  This  showed  that, 
the  difficulty  in  getting  in  the  rent  in  old 
times  was  not  ^m  deficiency  of  honest 
principle  on  the  part  of  the  tenants,  but. 
really  because  it  was  impossible  for  them 
to  meet  the  exorbitant  rents  which  ruled 
in  many  parts  of  the  country.  It  may 
be  said  that  that  would  be  very  hard 
on  mortgagees ;  but  it  must  be  re- 
membered that,  under  the  Encumbered 
Estates  Act,  which  really  prevented 
a  revolt  in  Ireland,  the  estates  were 
sold  for  whatever  they  would  fetch. 
The  first  mortgagees  went  into  court  and 
bought  the  poperty,  leaving  the  owners, 
without  a  penny.  But  that  is  no  reason 
why  justice  should  not  be  done,  and  an 
act  of  public  policy  should  not  be  carried 
out,  and  dual  ownership  be  abolished.  I 
am  not  going  to  say  much  about  the 
tribunals  which  have  been  raised  up  under- 
the  existing  Land  Acts.  I  take  it  for- 
granted  that  every  judge  decides  every- 
thing according  to  the  best  of  his  ability.. 
We  all  know  that  in  Ireland,  of  course, 
every  lawyer  is  a  politician.  [Laughter.] 
Well,  more  or  less.  You  all  Imow  that 
the  general  view  in  Ireland  is  that  the 
Gk)vemment  for  the  time  being  selects  the- 
judges  from  their  own  supporters.  But 
that  is  no  reason  why,  when  the  judges 
ascend  the  bench,  they  should  not  leave 
their  politics  behind.  It  is  not  impossible 
to  discharge  from  their  minds  their 
politics,  and  I  have  no  doubt  that  these 
judges  do  discharge  their  duty  to  the 
best  of  their  ability.  But  the  fH«t- 
remains  that  the  circumstance  dL  these 
judges  having  been  politician?  gives. 
rise  to  the  idea  on  tne  part  of  cer- 
tain suitors  that  they  deal  partial 
justice,  an  idea  which  I  am  sure  has  no 
foundation  in  fact.  But  there  is  one 
thing  in  the  system  that  I  do  deprecate. 
I  am  in  a  position  to  know,  from  repre- 
sentations I  have  had  made  to  me  from 
my  own  constituency,  that  very  often  a 
round  peg  is  put  into  a  square  hole,  and 
that  Land  Commissioners  are  appointed 
whose  opinions  differ  as  to  what  is  fair 
rent.  Another  thing  is  that  the  Land 
Commissimiers  are  more  or  less  removable. 
Ever}'  man  who  sits  upon  the  bench  ought 
to  have  the  feeling  that  he  cannot  be 
removed.    They  ought  to  be  made  per- 
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hon.  Gentleman.  I  am  not  going  to  vote 
for  the  Amendment,  for  two  reasons — 

first,  because  the  object  of  any  Amend- 
ment to  the  Address  is  to  make  it  a  vote 
of  want  of  confidence  in  the  Government  ; 
and,  second,  because  I  disapprove  of  it. 
[Laughter  from  hon.  Members  on  the 
Irish  benches.]  I  have  the  advantage 
which  hon.  Members  opposite  do  not 
possess,  that  I  voted  for  the  Land  Bill 
of  1870  when  many  of  them  were  in 
arms.  I  voted  for  that  Bill  becaiue  I 
remember  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  a  very 
eloquent  speech,  said  that  it  was  a  final 
measure,  and  to  give  a  final  settlement 
to  this  long-vexed  Irish  question.  Not 
very  many  years  after,  Mr.  Gladstone 
brought  in  another  Bill,  which  was 
absolutely  to  settle  the  question  for  ever 
and  ever.  The  object  of  that  Bill  was 
to  give  the  Irish  tenants  the  "three 
F's,"  which  was  then  their  ultimate 
aspiration. 


manent.  One  of  the  great  grievances 
■of  the  Uitlanders  in  the  Transvaal 
was  that  the  judges  were  removable. 
The  Supreme  Judges  in  Ireland  were 
removable  until  1 782,  and  yet  that 
is  made  a  casus  belli  in  the  case  of 
the  Transvaal  now.  Then,  I  think, 
there  should  bo  appeals  from  the  Assistant 
Land  Commissioners  on  matters  of  law ; 
but  on  a  mere  question  of  valuation  a 
properly  constituted  tribunal  of  Land 
Commissioners  would  be  much  more  likely 
to  be  right  than  the  judges  of  any  Appeal 
Court  It  will  not  be  denied  that  it  is  a 
common  practice  for  landlords  to  appeal, 
no  matter  what  decision  is  given.  I  would, 
therefore,  abolish  appeals  altogether, 
except  on  questions  of  law.  That  is  the 
principle  of  the  ordinary  courts,  where  j 
the  decision  of  the  jury  is  as  a  general  | 
rule  final,  and  only  an  appeal  is  | 
<alIowed  on  a  question  of  law.  One  I 
■other  point  I  wish  to  make.  It  is : 
repugnant  to  all  my  ideas  of  judicial  j 
proceeding  to  have  a  case  decided  on 
fix  parte  statements.  My  idea  is  that  these 
land  courts,  like  every  other  court,  should 
decide  only  on  a  full  hearing  of  the 
evidence  onered  on  both  sides,  and  with 
a  full  opportunity  to  the  representatives 
of  both  sides  to  cross-examine.  But  as  I 
understand  the  working  of  the  system  in 
ninety  cases  out  of  a  hundred,  no  matter 
what  evidence  may  be  produced,  the  land 
court  takes  the  valuation  of  the  court 
valuer,  of  which  only  a  copy  has  been 
supplied  to  the  suitor,  and  on  that  valua- 
tion the  court  acts.  I  trust  that  the 
Government  will  deal  with  this  subject 
either  this  session  or  the  next.  I  am 
quite  sure  there  is  statesmanship  enough 
among  the  occupants  of  the  front  bench 
to  enable  them  to  conceive  some  method 
which  will  abolish  dual  ownership  and 
will  satisfy  all  parties  in  Ireland,  including 
the  right  hon.  Member forNorth  Armagh. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  (Armagh, 
N.):  The  right  hon.  Gentleman,  in 
his  very  impassioned  peroration,  wanted 
practically  to  get  rid  of  the  Irish  land- 
lords, and  that  these  should  be  com- 
pelled to  sell  their  estates  at  prairie  I 
value.  { 

I 

Serjeant  HEMPHILL :  I  am  a  land-  > 
lord  myself  in  a  small  way.  | 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  thought  j 
so  much  from  the  speech  of  the  right , 

Serjeant  HemphUl. 


Mr.  T.  p.  O'CONNOR  (Liverpool, 
Scotland) :  The  right  hon.  and  gulant 
Gentleman  is  not  correct  in  that.  The 
Land  League,  which  then  represented  the 

views  of  tne  Irish  tenants,  strongly  advo- 
cated peasant  proprietary,  or  compulsory 
purchase,  as  a  final  settlement  of  the 
land  question. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON :  I  did  not 
include  the  Land  League.  The  Land 
League  wanted  to  get  rid  of  the  buid- 
lorcb  without  compeuBation. 

Mr.  T,  p.  O'CONNOR  :  That  state- 
ment is  absolutely  incorrect.  The  Land 
Ijcague  published  their  programme,  and 
in  that  very  document  they  proposed  that 
the  landlords  should  be  bought  out  at  a 
reasonable  number  of  years  purchase — 
twenty  years  purchase. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  I  can  only 
say  that  I  judge  of  the  objects  and  posi- 
tion of  the  Land  League  by  the  speeches 
of  the  gentlemen  who  supported  it.  I 
remember  the  hon.  Member  for  East  Mayo 
saying  that  he  would  "  make  short  work  of 
Irish  landlords."  The  meaning  of  that 
phrase  may  be  left  to  the  imagination  of 
the  House.  Mr.  Gladstone  himself  said 
in  this  House  that  after  all  the  minutest 
inspection  made  in  view  of  the  passing  of 
this  Act,  the  vast  majority  of  Irish  land- 
lords had  come  honourably  out  of  that 
severe  inquest.    That  is  very  much  to  the 
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honour  of  the  Irish  landlords.    I  never 
did  deny  that  there  are  bad  landlords;  but 
I  think  if  you  find  a  man  like  Mr.  Glad- 
stone, who  was  not  very  fond  of  Irish 
landlords,  stating  that  it  was  his  convic- 
tion, after  examinine  all  the  circum- 
stances, that  tiiey  had  oome  well  out  of 
the   examination,  that  is  a  very  good 
certiiicate  of  character.     I  would  remind 
the  House  that  Mr.  Gladstone  said  that 
the  position  of  the  Irish  landlords  after 
the  passing  of  the  Act  of  1881  was  infi- 
nitely more  secure  than  ever  before,  and 
now  we  find  that  the  Irish  people  are  far 
from  being  satisfied.    I  have  always  op- 
posed compulsory  purchase.     A  great 
majority    of   the    people    of  North 
Armagh  have  always  given  me  their 
support,  and  I  told  them  the  reasons  why  ' 
I  oppose  compulsory  purchase.    First, ' 
because  I  look  upon  it  as  an  act  of  [ 
tyranny  and  injustice,  in  what  is  called  a  , 
free  country,  to  say  to  me,  whether  I  like  ' 
it  or  not,  "  Yuu  must  sell  your  land  " ;  I 
and  to  say  to  my  tenant,  whether  he  likes  I 
it  or  not,  "  You  must  buy  the  land."    I  j 
say  that  is  an  evil  principle.    I  told  my  ' 
teiuints  that    if   that    principle   were  | 
established,   it  would  sweep  away  the  , 
right  of  property — which,  after  all,  is  the  ; 
foundation  of  liberty — aiiud  the  {Otisperity  ; 
<of   the  country.    Then  when  are  you  i 
^ing  to  stop  %   Do  you  think  you  can  \ 
isolate  an  act  of  national  injustice  to  , 
Ireland  ?     I  do  not  think  you  can.  ; 
Another  reason  why  I  oppose  compulsory  > 
purchase  is  that  I  am  an  Irishman,  and  I 
Jim  proud  to  be  an  Irishman,  and  have  as 
much  right  to  live  in  Ireland  as  hon. 
Ocntlemen  opposite.     What  right  have  ' 
you  to  buy  my  land  at  a  depreciated 
value,  and  force  me  to  invest  the  purchase 
money  in  Consols,  which  would  render  it 
impossible  for  me  to  live  in  Ireland  \    1 1 
say  you  have  no  r^ht  to  do  that.  ' 
The  hon.   Member   for    Galway  said 
that    what   he    looked    forward    to  \ 
was  an  Act  which  would  give  equal  : 
satisfaction  to   all    parties   concerned,  i 
[An  Hon.   Member  :  I  think  he  said,  ' 
"  Do  equal  justice  to  all  parties."]  If  you 
wait  for  that  tribunal  you  will  wait  very 
iong.     I  learned  from  my  hon.  and.; 
learned  friend  here  that,  although  he  i 
supports    the    principle    of  compul- 
sory purchase,  he  supports  it  with  the 
addition  that  if  you  buy  out  the  Irish 
landlords  at  what  the  courts  in  Ireland 
may  consider  a  ffur  price  you  will  add  to 
.the  purchase  money  a  sum  which  would 


really  make  up  to  him  the  loss  he  would 
sustain. 

Mr.  CLANCY :  That  is  not  in  his 
election  address. 

Colonel  SAUNDERSON  :  I  have  not 
read  his  election  address ;  I  never  read 
election  addresses.  What  I  ask  myself  is 
this  :  Who  is  going  to  pay  that  adtutional 
money  1  The  British  taxpayer,  I  sup- 
pose. The  British  taxpayer  and  the 
Government  representing  the  British 
taxpayer  would  naturally  aak  this  ques 
tion :  Is  it  worth  while  to  pay  this 
money  1  I  can  conceive  a  Government 
reasoning  in  this  way  :  Here  is  Ireland, 
not  exactly  what  you  would  call  a  par- 
ticularly loyal  country  or  an  extremely 
easy  country  to  govern.  Would  it  m 
worth  our  while  to  supplement  the  price 
to  be  paid  to  get  rid  of  these  Irish  land- 
lords in  order  to  bring  about  that  **  peace 
which  we  all  desire,"  as  my  hon.  and 
learned  friend  terms  it  ?  Can  anyone 
imagine  for  one  moment  that  if  all  the 
Irish  landlords  were  bought  out  it  would 
have  the  slightest  effect  on  the  views 
taken  by  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite — for 
instance,  with  regard  to  the  war  in  South 
Africa  1  Would  it  make  them  loyal 
subjects  of  the  Crown  ?  [An  Irish 
Mehbbr  :  Na]  Of  course  it  would 
not.  They  are  above  bribes.  They 
are  not  going  to  sacrifice  their 
patriotic  aspirations  in  order  to  buy  out 
Irish  landlords.  If  ths  British  taxpayer 
would  buy  out  the  Irish  landlords  without 
taking  any  money  at  all  from  Ireland  they 
would  never  consent  to  sacrifice  the  aspi- 
ration of  that  part  of  the  race  to  which 
they  belong,  the  aspiration  which  they 
have  always  stated  as  kicking  the  English 
out  of  Ireland  and  to  reign  themselves 
supreme.  That  is  the  object  which  they 
say  is  the  highest  aspiration  of  their  lives. 
Therefor^  I  conclude  that  a  British 
Government,  to  whichever  side  it  might 
belong,  would  say  that  it  was  not  worth 
while  sacrificing  the  taxpayers'  money  to 
buy  up  these  landlords  and  still  leave  Ire- 
land in  as  bad  a  state  as  it  was  before.  I 
cannot  conceive  the  sense  of  justice, 
which  to  my  mind  is  one  of  the  promi- 
nent features  of  the  British  people,  per- 
mitting a  Government  or  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  order  to  satisfy  a  momen- 
tary exigency  which  may  arise,  to 
perpetrate  what  I  would  look  upon  as  an 
act  of  absolute  and  unbounded  injustice. 
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I  quite  admit  that  it  might  be  far  more 
to  my  interest  to  consent  to  sell  my  land 
at  twenty  years'  purchase  than  to  allow 
fifteen  years  to  elapse,  when  I  or  my  suc- 
cessors might  be  possessed  of  a  diminished 
income,  and  be  much  poorer  than  would 
have  been  the  case  had  I  consented  to 
sell.  As  representing  a  family  who  have 
lived  in  Ireland  for  hundreds  of  years,  I 
say  that  no  matter  how  much  you  whittle 
down  nay  income  I  will  never  sell  my 
land.  I  may  be  looked  upon  as  very 
foolish,  but  I  intend  to  live  in  Ire- 
land, and  I  hope  that  those  who 
come  after  me  may  live  in  Ire- 
land. From  the  aspect  of  the  House 
I  believe  that  this  Amendment  will  be 
rejected  by  a  very  large  majority,  though 
I  cannot  conceive  the  House  of  Commons 
being  influenced  by  the  argiunents  which 
have  been  urged  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  House,  and,  indeed,  from  some  Mem- 
bers on  this  side.  The  House  must  reason 
in  this  way  :  Which  is  the  class  who  have 
always  come  forward  to  assist  in  the 
maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  Ireland  % 
The  class  of  all  others  is  the  landowning 
class.  Hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  of  course, 
will  not  accept  that,  but  I  should  like 
them  to  prove  the  contrary.  \Vho  are 
the  people  who  have  come  forward  to 
help  the  Irish  in  distress  %  The  men  who 
have  done  more  than  any  others  in 
Ireland  have  been  the  landlords.  Who 
now  in  Ireland  are  subscribing  the  moat 
money  for  the  relief  of  the  suifering  caused 
by  this  war  "i  The  landlords.  There  is 
one  thing,  at  any  rate,  I  am  proud  to  say, 
in  which  all  classes  in  Ireland  join,  and 
that  is  in  furnishing  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen  with  the  bravest  men  who  have 
ever  fought  in  her  Army.  Now,  I  have 
done.  1  have  tried  to  show  that  the  land- 
lords in  Ireland  probably  refuse  to  sell 
because  they  wish  to  continue  to  live  in 
their  country.  That  is  the  reason  which 
animates  me,  and  that  is  the  main  reason 
why  I  shall  vote  agiunst  the  Amend- 
ment. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  {Cavan,  W.) : 
As  far  as  I  know  the  sentiments  of  any 
gentleman  on  this  side  of  the  House  there 
is  no  desire  whatever  to  drive  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  for  North  Armagh  out 
of  the  country  in  which  he  expresses  a 
desire  to  live.  He  has  a  perfect  right  to 
live  there,  and  it  is  stretching  the  argu- 
ment against  thii  Amendment  very  much 
too  far  to  surest  that  because  we  ask 
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the  Government  to  pass  a  compulsory 
Land  Bill  for  Ireland  he  and  his  claa» 
must  necessarily  take  their  departure 
from  the  country.  There  would  be  a 
considerable  proportion  of  private  pro- 
perty still  left  in  their  hands ;  they  voukl 
not  be  dquived  of  their  demesne  lands  or 
of  their  residences,  while  as  regards  his 
patriotism  in  wishing  to  remain  in  the 
country  there  is  no  reason  why,  because 
he  is  compelled  to  sell  his  holdings,  he 
should  take  his  departure.  Sever^ 
speeches  of  a  very  contradictory  character 
have  been  delivered  from  the  other  aide 
of  the  House,  and  I  will  leave  hon. 
Gentlemen  to  settle  their  diiferences 
between  them.  As  regards  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Nwtfa 
Antrim,  it  seemed  to  me  that  he  followed 
the  example  of  the  Attorney  General  for 
Ireland  in  trying  to  circle  his  argument. 
He  was  in  favour  of  compulsory  purchase, 
but  yet  he  was  not  in  favour  of  voting  for 
this  Amendment.  He  was  in  favour  of 
compulsory  purchase  to  drive  out  the 
Irish  landlords,  but  yet  be  was  in  favour 
of  giving  the  landlords  better  treatment 
than  the  hon.  and  gallant  Member  for 
North  Armagh  expects  they  will  ever  get. 
The  two  position  are  entirely  contra- 
dictory, and  it  is  impossible  to  give  effect 
to  them.  The  position  taken  up  by  the 
hon.  and  learned  Gentleman  is  the  same 
as  that  adopted  by  his  political  friends 
in  Ireland,  namely,  to  obstruct  us 
who  by  our  agitation  in  the 
country  have  brought  this  land 
question  within  measurable  distance  of 
settlement,  but  the  moment  we  get 
legislation  passed  they  will  be  the  first  u> 
rush  into  the  courts  to  take  advantage  of 
it.  The  Amendment  before  the  I»>nse 
naturally  divides  itself  into  two  parts. 
One  part  of  the  Amendment  veiy  justly 
and  properly  finds  faxdt  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  Lauid  Acts  in  Ireland.  I 
listened  with  considerable  interest  to  the 
defence  of  the  Attorney  General  of  this 
maladministration  —  it  can  be  called 
nothing  else — but  I  cannot  by  any  means 
compliment  bim  upon  his  perfomumc«. 
He  told  us,  in  effect,  that  if  we  had 
patience  the  operation  of  the  land  par- 
chase  department  of  the  I^and  Commission 
would  effect  the  purposes  of  this  Amend- 
ment. What  are  the  facts  t  He  told  ub 
that  in  a  period  of  fifteen  years,  from 
1885  to  the  present  time,  55,000  tenants 
have  become  possessors  of  their  holdings 
at  a  cost  of  about  £16,000,000.  Tbere 
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are  600,000  occupying  tenants  in  Ireland, 
so  that  it  is  merely  a  question  of  arith- 
metical calculation  to  discover  how  long 
it  will  take  to  convert  all  the  tenants  into 
the  owners  of  their  own  farms.  It  would 
take  180  years,  on  a  moderate  calculation, 
if  the  process  proceeded  at  the  same.rate 
as  during  the  past  fifteen  years.  I  venture 
to  hope  the  proeess  will  be  considerably 
expecuted.  No  doubt,  by  the  decision  of 
the  Court  of  Appeal  as  r^ards  the  40th 
section  a  considerable  improvement  has 
taken  place,  but  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
4  cannot  deny  that  a  tremendous  amount  of 
unnecessary  delay  takes  place  in  the 
working  of  the  Acts.  1  know  of  one 
small  case  in  Ck>unty  Longford  that 
took  seven  years  to  pass  through  the 
Commission  Court  in  Dublin.  It  was 
sent  about  from  chamber  to  chamber ;  it 
was  put  back  on  motions  to  rarplain  delay ; 
it  was  kept  going  about  for  seven  long 
years  before  me  tenants  who  signed  their 
agreements  in  1887  got  their  vesting 
orders  in  1894.  What  was  the  result  1 
Could  it  be  said  to  be  satisfactory  to  either 
party  ?  The  landlords  were  deprived  of 
the  money  which  they  required,  and  for 
which  they  had  sold  their  property,  for 
those  seven  years.  The  tenants  were 
compelled  to  pay  seven  years  interest  in 
lien  of  rent,  so  that  they  paid  that  amount 
more  than  they  would  have  done  had  the 
sale  been  uq>edited  as  cases  will  be  in  the 
future.  Thore  is  a  considerable  amount 
of  discontent  existing  in  connection  with 
the  fixing  of  fair  rents.  I  know  perfectly 
well  how  things  are  done  in  County  Long- 
ford. No  doubt  some  of  the  gentlemen 
who  are  sent  down  as  Sub-Commissioners 
come  with  the  very  best  intentions,  but 
they  do  not  come  down  with  the  intention 
of  hurrying  on  the  cases  in  their  lists.  I 
have  frequently  seen  them  rise  in  the 
middle  of  the  day,  on  some  pretext  or 
other,  when  there  was  plenty  hi  time  to 
hear  a  considerable  number  of  other 
cases.  There  has  been  most  unrea«)nable 
delay  in  the  inspection  of  farms.  It  was 
stated  to-night  that  these  inspections 
were  highly  unsatisfactory.  I  know,  as 
far  as  the  Commissioners  are  concerned, 
whenever  I  have  been  present,  notice  was 
^ven  to  both  sides  and  the  day  fixed,  but 
it  is  as  to  the  length  of  time  that  elapses 
with  which  I  particularly  find  fault, 
the  period  invariably  running  from  a 
fortn^ht  to  '  three,  four,  or  six 
weeks  as  the  date  of  visitation.  There 
was  no  valid  reason  why  the  visit  should 
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not  be  made  the  next  day  or  the  day 
after,  or  at  any  rate  before  the-  Com- 
missioners left  that  locality.  In  this  con- 
nection the  delay  is  the  strongest  part  of 
our  case  against  the  Gommisnoners.  It  may 
be  said  there  is  a  great  deal  to  allow  for, 
that  a  great  number  of  these  applications 
are  coming  in  constantly,  and  that  they 
are  being  dealt  with  as  quickly  as  possible. 
I  do  not  know  how  far  that  statement  can 
be  substantiated  with  proof.  I  have  no 
doubt  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  gets  re- 
ports supplied  to  him  which  may  to  some 
extent  refute  any  case  I  may  set  up  as 
regards  these  tenants.  But  as  to  County 
Longford  I  have  known  tenants  to  be  kept 
from  six  to  sixteen  or  twenty  montns 
out  of  hearing  of  their  case,  and  these 
tenants,  so  far  from  bein^  treated  with 
the  consideration  which  litigants  before 
any  other  court  in  the  land  would  receive, 
were  not  even  vouchsafed  a  reply  to  their 
requests  for  e3p>edition  when  they  wrote 
to  the  Land  Court  complaining  of  this 
delay. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  Would  the  hon. 
Member  give  me  the  name  of  such  a 
case  f 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  will  give  the 
name  of  a  pwticuiar  estate  and  send  the 
£act8  to  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  by 
post.  In  approaching  the  consideration 
of  the  settlement  of  this  question  X  ven- 
ture to  say  it  is  not  by  any  1^1 
quibbling  we  will  effect  the  object  we 
have  in  view.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
cannot  be  ignorant  of  the  &ct  that 
there  is  in  Ireland  a  strong  and 
growing  agitation  for  the  redress  of 
the  grievances  of  the  people  in  this 
matter.  He  cannot  be  unaware  of  the  fact 
that  large  public  meetings  are  being  held 
week  after  week — some  of  which  the 
forces  of  the  Crown  are  illegally,  in  my 
opinion,  suppressing — for  the  purpose  of 
calling  the  attention  of  the  Government 
to  the  grievance  of  the  tenants  in  the 
matter  of  land  purchase,  and  to  the  neces- 
sity of  passing  l^slation  to  compel  un- 
willing landlords  to  sell.  It  must  be,  it 
follows  from  the  nature  of  thin^,  a 
matter  of  dissatisfaction  to  tenants  living 
in  a  particular  locality  to  see  one  estate 
sold  to  the  tenants  at  a  very  consider- 
able reduction,  while  the  tenants  on  one 
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or  both  Bides  of  that  estate  have  no 
prospect  whatever  of  getting  into  the 
same  position.  The  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man may  say  that  it  is  unjust  and  im- 
proper of  us  to  force  on  this  question  or 
to  expect  the  Government  to  commit  the 
injustice  of  passing  legislation  of  this 
character.  That  argument  has  been  used 
from  the  be^nning.  Every  effort  to 
deal  with  this  question,  no  matter  in 
what  way,  has  oeen  denounced  in  the 
past,  and  will  be  denounced  in  the 
future,  from  the  side  which  has  an  in- 
terest in  maintaining  the  staius  quo.  The 
Unionist  Government,  which  professes  to 
be  a  strong  and  resolute  Government, 
able  to  carry  out  any  policy  to  which  it 
commits  itself,  could  not  do  anything 
more  to  its  credit  or  more  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  tenant  farmers  of  Ireland 
than  to  deal  in  a  whole^le  and  thorough 
manner  with  this  (question.  The  people 
are  unanimously  m  favour  of  it ;  they 
will  not  be  aatiidied  until  some  effort 
is  made  to  remedy  the  grievances 
entailed  on  different  estates  by 
reason  of  the  sale  of  other  estates 
in  the  same  locality.  On  higher 
and  national  grounds  I  would  be  disposed 
to  speak  more  strongly  on  this  question, 
but  I  do  not  want  to  irritate  the  feelings 
of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite,  who  have  ex- 
pressed opinions  in  favour  of  this  resolu- 
tion to-a^ht,  and  whose  co-operation  will 
in  due  time,  1  trust,^  have  the  effect  of 
making  the  Government  deal  in  a  more 
liberal  spirit  with  this  question.  Of  one 
thing  I  can  assure  the  nght  hon.  Gentle- 
man, and  that  is,  that  if  he  or  the  Govern- 
ment think  the  land  question  has  been 
settled  by  the  Act  of  either  1887  or  1892 
or  1896  they  are  woefully  mistaken.  The 
people  of  Ireland  are  by  no  means  satisfied 
with  the  progress  which  has  been  made 
under  the  existing  law,  and  I  sincerely 
trust  that  the  division  to  be  taken  on  this 
Amendment  will  bring  home  to  the 
Government  and  their  advisers  that  there 
is  a  real  and  vivid  land  question  in  Ireland 
to  be  settled,  and  that  they  will  have  no 
rest  until  it  is  settled, 

*Mr.  O'MALLEY  (Galway,Connemara): 
I  desire  to  join  in  the  expression  of  our 
regret  at  the  absence,  and  its  cause,  of 
the  Chief  Secretary  from  the  House.  I 
am  sure  we  shall  all  be  glad  to  see  him 
back  again  in  his  place.  The  question 
before  the  House  is  undoubtedly  one  of 
Mr.  J.  P.  FarrelL 


vital  importance  to  Ireland.  I  will  go- 
further,  and  say  that  it  is  a  question  of 
vital  importance  to  England.  The  people 
of  this  country  cannot  wish  Ireland  to  go 
on  from  year  to  year  and  from  generatim 
to  generation  in  a  state  m  discon- 
tent and  a  condition  of  penury,  and 
with  famine  periodically  scourging  its 
people.  If  the  Government  desire  to 
do  away  with  Irish  discontent  and  Irish 
distress,  and,  to  a  large  extent,  Iri^  dis- 
loyalty, they  must  grapple  with  this  land 
question,  and  grapple  with  it  soon.  If 
there  is  one  thing  more  certain  than 
another  it  is  that  the  Land  Act  of  1881 
and  the  subsequent  amendments  of  that 
Act  have  not  settled  the  Irish  land  ques- 
tion. We  still  have  the  tenants  and  the 
landlords  at  loggerheads.  We  have  the 
tenants  Appealing,  very  often  in  vun,  to 
have  their  rents  fixed  ;  years  elapse  from 
the  time  they  apply  to  the  court  before 
the  rents  are  fixed ;  and  then  in  almost 
every  case  the  landlords  appeal,  their 
main  object  being  to  frustrate  the  opera- 
tion and  the  administration  of  the  Act, 
and  to  defeat  the  tenants — not  because 
they  want  to  have  the  rents  fixed  by  the 
court  raised,  but  to  put  the  tenants  to 
expense,  and  to  cause  them  to  be  in  a 
state  of  rebellion.  That  is  a  most 
unsatisfactory  state  of  affairs.  There 
are  poor  people  living  from  hand  to- 
mouth  in  the  west  of  Indand,  paying 
exorbitant  rents  for  most  miseiable 
tracts  of  land,  who,  after  years  fd 
weary  waiting,  get  their  rents  fijrad  hy 
the  courts,  only  to  have  an  appeal  entered 
against  the  decision  by  the  landlord.  lk> 
you  mean  to  tell  cue  that  while  that  state 
of  things  continues  we  can  have  peace 
and  conuort  and  prosperity  in  Ireland  t 
We  have  been  charged  during  the  last 
few  months  with  disloyalty.  Is  it  not  a 
matter  of  serious  consequence  to  this 
country  that  the  Irish  people  should 
be  loyal  t  Have  you  not  seen  the  effect 
of  tlus  feeling  of  disloyalty  in  America 
and  in  South  Africa  t  and  it  u  only  too 
true  that  the  Irish  people  for  eeneratioos. 
have  been  taught  t^t  England^  difficulty 
is  Ireland's  of^rtunity  t  Do  you  mean 
to  tell  me  you  want  this  state  of  aSiurs  to 
continue  1  If  you  want  to  make  the  Irish 
people  loyal  make  them  contented.  Get 
rid,  I  will  not  say  of  the  landlords,  bag  and 
baggage,  but  of  Irish  landlordism,  and  then 
you  will  find  that  a  contented  aiid  peaoe- 
ful  Ireland  will  not  be  the  disloyal  Irdand 
of  to-day.    I  would  strongly  ajqwal  to- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1149     Addrea  in  Answer  to     (9  February  1900}      the  QwetCs  Speech.  1150 

lion.  Gtentiemen  opposite,  who,  no  doubt, 
■are  anxious  in  tbeir  hearts  to  do  the  right 
thing  to  my  country.  I  believe  the 
English  people,  if  they  fully  realised  the 
facto,  if  they  were  not  blinded  by  centuries 
K>f  persecution  and  bigotry,  would  settle 
this  question  very  soon.  It  is  our  duty  as 
Nationalist  representatives  to  bring  this 
•question  before  the  House.  You  may  de- 
feat us  to-night.  But  take  care  that  you  do 
not  have  again  in  Ireland,  and  very  soon,an 
agitation  that  will  stir  up  all  the  elemente 
'>t£at  we  on  this  side  are  most  anxious  to 
keep  ^wn.  We  want  to  see  Ireland  and 
En^nd  as  brothers  together,  loving 
instead  of  hating  each  other.  But  bj 
ignoring  this  question,  by  defeating  this 
Amendment,  by  giving  it  out  to  the  Irish 
people  that  you  will  not  grapple  with  this 
matter  in  the  way  it  should  oe  grappled 
with — that  is,  by  compulsory  purchase — 
you  will  have  once  more  all  the  bad 
elements  in  Ireland  up  againstyou.  And 
who  will  be  to  blame  1  This  House 
will  be  to  blame,  because  the  English 
only  too  glad  to 
decision  you  arrive 
detain  you  longer ; 
urge  Gentlemen 
opposite,  even  at  the  risk  of  offending 
those  gentlemen  on  the  Treasury  Bench, 


to  yield  to  their  consciences  in  this  matter 
and  support  the  Amendment. 

I  Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  characterised 
the  action  of  the  Land  Commissioners  in 

I  Ireland  as  extraordinary,  and  gave  several 
examples.  From  personal  experience  of 
the  county  of  Kerry  and  surrounding 
counties,  the  hon.  Member  averred  that 
the  only  solution  of  the  question  was 
compulsory  purchase,  with  a  fair  price 
fixed  for  landlord  and  tenant  alike.  Th#re 
were  good  and  bad  landlords  in  Kerry, 

:  where  they  had  allowed  a  reduction  of  as 

I  much  as  4s.  in  the  pound ;  but,  generally 
speaking,  while  landlords  and  tenftnto 
were  going  to  war  with  each  other, 
unless  this  House  intervened  by  bringing 
in  a  Compulsory   Purchase  Bill,  they 

I  would  have  a  continuance  of  this  bitter 
feud  in  Ireland. 


people   would  be 

endorse  whatever 
at.  I  shall  not 
but     I  strongly 


Question  put. 

The  House  divided  ; — For  the  Amend- 
ment, 76  ;  against,  209.  (Division  List 
No.  8,) 


Abraham,  Wra.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Ambroae.  Robert 
Anstin,  M.  (Luneriek,  W.) 

JBarlow,  John  Emmott 
BUce,  Edward 
Bolton.  Thoma«  Dolling 

Caldwell,  James 
Carvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamittmi 
Channing,  Francis  AIlstOQ 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Ctark,  Dr.G.B.  (CuChness-sh.) 
Conimins,  Andrew 
'Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
C^ean,  Kngene 

Daly,  James 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Doogao.  P.  C. 

Engledew,  Charles  John 

Evans,  S.  T.  (Ulamoiigan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cav»ii,W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn, -James  Christopher 
Foxt  De.  Joi^h  Fnuwis 

Hammtmd,  John  (Carlow) 


AYES. 


>  Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt  Hon  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Uomiman,  Frederick  John 

Jones,  William  (Camarvcnsh. ) 
Jordan*  Jerauiah 

I  Kearkff,  Hadson  £. 
Killniae,  Denis 

LawBon,  Sir  W.  {Cumberland) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (ZA>ndonderry) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 

Macaleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  DrMA(Queen*sC 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morton,  £dw  J  C  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moalton,  John  Fletchw 
Mnmagfaan,  George 

Naasqr*  Thomas  ^raians 


O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 

Pamell,  John  Howard 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetman  D. 
Peane,  Joseph  A.  (Northunib.) 
Pickersgill,  Edward  Hare 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Pabick  Joseph 

Redmond,  John  E.(Waterf  rd) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham, S.E.) 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigha) 
Kobson,  William  Snowdon 

Sullivan,  D.  (Westmeath) 
Uttllivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 

Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthvr) 
Tierelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 

Ure,  Alexander 

Warner,  T.  Courtenay  T. 

Young,  B.(Cavan,S.) 

Tellers  foe  the  Ayes— Sir 
ThMnaa  Esmonde  and 
Captain  Donelan. 
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NOES. 


Aclaiici-Hood,Capt.  SirAlex.  F. 
Allsopp,  Hon.  Ueorge 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynelt 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
AtkiiiBtm,  Ku  Hod.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcaires,  Lord 
Balfour,  Rt.  Hn.  A  J.(Manch'r 
Banbniy,  Frederick  George 
Barry.Rt  HnAHSimth-(  Hunts 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathurst,  Hon.  A.  Benjamin 
Beach,  Rt.Hn.feirM.H.(Bri8tol 
Beach,Rt.  Hn.  W.  W.  B.(Hant8) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemroee,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Commander 
BhownagLTee,  Sir  M.  M. 
BUL  Cl^es 
Blakiston-HouBton,  John 
Blimdell,  Colonel  Heniy 
Bonsor,  Heniy  Coemo  Orme 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooklield,  A.  Montagu 
Brymer,  William  Ernest 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.  C.  W.  (D'rbyah're 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  CapUiin  R.  G.  W. 
ChamberliuDjRt.Hn.J.(Birm.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen  (Worc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Cbarrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
Clare,  Oetavius  Leigh 
Clarke.  Sir  Edw.  (Plymouth) 
CcKthiU,  Douglas  Harry 
CoUingB,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colom^  Sir  John  Chas.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron  (Glasjpw 
Comwallis,  Fiennes  S.  W. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
CurzoD,  Viscount 
DtUkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Donkin,  Richara  Sim 
Doughty,  Geoige 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
DouglaB-PeDnant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxfotd,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Dnncombei  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Elliot.  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
Fellowes,  Hon.  A.  Edward^ 
FeTgnsaon,Rt.Hn.SirJ.(Manc'r 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finky,  Sir  Robert  Banoatyse 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  ForteKue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Emeat 
Forster,  Henry  William 


Fry,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
GibbB,  Hn.  A  G.  H.  (C.  of  Lend. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fredk. 
Goldswort^y,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  Jotm  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt  Hob.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
GoBchen,  Rt.  Hn.G.  J.  (St.  Geo.'s 
Graham,  Heniy  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hn.  Lord  George 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.RobertWm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hozier,  Hon.  JamesHenryCecil 
HudsOD,  Geoige  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson,  Gapt.G.W.Grice* 
Hutton,  John  (Yorks,  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt.  Hn.Wm.  Lawies 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessed  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Bel&st) 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  WilliaiA 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence.SirE.  Duming-(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,  Rt.  Hon.  William  E.H. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
LeigiiLuu,  i!$tauiBy 
Llewelyn,SirDillwyn-  (Sw'ns'a 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
Long,  Rt.  Hn.  W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Butler 
Lome,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Maodona,  John  Camming 
Maclnre,  Sir  John  William 
M'Calmont.Col.  J.  (Antrim,E.) 
M'lver,  SirL.(Edinbuigh,  W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

MaQnerB,Lord  Edward  Wm.  J. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddnlph 
Massey-Mainwaring.Hn.  W.P 
Maxwell,Rt.Hn.  Sir  HerbertE. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  Chas.  J. 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  M.) 
More,Robt.Jasper(Shrops)iire) 
Mcnrell,  Geoige  Herbert 


Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bnte) 
Murray,  Chas.  J.  (Coventry) 
Murray, C^I.  WyDdham(Batb) 
Nicholson,  Wil&un  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robt.  Torrens 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindaay 
Penn,  Jolm 

PhillpoUs,  Captain  Arthur 
Filkingb>n,R.  (Lanes,  Newtcm) 
Platt-Biggins,  Frederick 
PlnnkettTRt.  Hn.  H.  Cnrxoo 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce- Jones,  Lt.  Cot.  Edwatd 
Purvis,  Robert 
Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Ricbardson,SirThofl.  ( Hartlep^ 
Ridiey,Rt.  Hon.  SirMatthewW 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.CbasThonuoii 
RobertetMi,  Herbert  (Hackney) 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
RiiB8ell,Gen.  F-SjCheltaiham) 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  thidley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehoaae) 
Sandy^Lient.-CoI.Tbos.Mrtes 
SaundersoD,Rt.  Hon.  CoL  Ed.  J. 
Sooble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
ffliarpe,  William  Edwanl  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.(Renfrewl 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romf<ml) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christchnrch) 
Smith,  James  Parker^Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  P.  D.(StT^) 
Stanley,  Edward  Jas.  (Someraet 
Stewart,  Sir  M.  J.  M'Taggart 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  H. 
Stranss,  Arthnr 
Stnitt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hod.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,  Rt.  Hon.J.G.(Ox.Un.) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tottemache,  Henry  James 
Vemey,  Hon.  Biebard  G. 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exefcer) 
Ward,  Hon.  Robt.  A.  (Crewe) 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  B. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Colonel  A.  C.E. 
Whiteley,H.(A>ihton-iud7-L.) 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonri  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  Joseph  P.  (Birm.) 
WUloughby  de  EreeW,  Lotd 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehottse,  Rt.  Hn.E.R.(Bath 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marmadnke  D*AreT 
Young,  Comnuuidw(BerkE,E.) 
Younger,  William 


TXLLGKS   FOB   THB  NOI 

Sir  William  Wslnmd  and 
Mr.  Anstmther. 
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Main  Question  again  proposed. 

Deportation  of  Paupers  into 
Ireland. 

Mr.  flavin  :  I  beg  to  move  the 
Amendment  standing  on  the  Paper  in  my 

name. 


Mb.  MURNAGHAN  (Tyrone,  Mid) 
seconded  the  Amendment. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"  At  the  end  of  the  Question  to  add  the  worde, 
'  But  we  humbly  rei)re8ent  to  Your  Majesty 
the  great  regret  of  this  House  that  no  reference 
has  been  made  in  Your  Majestv's  Speech 
regarding  a  Bill  to  discontinue  the  aei>ortatioD 
of  paupers  from  Eogland  and  Wales  Into  Ire- 
land.'*— (Jlft-./Vowm.) 

Question  proposed,  "  That  those  vords 
be  there  added. 

♦The  SECRETAKY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.)  said  that  the  ques- 


tion would  be  considered  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  mah  Govern- 
ment with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of 
a  measure  that  would  satisfy  hon.  Mem- 
bers. 


Mr.  FLAVIN,  on  this  assurance  of  the 
Pariiamentary  Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  begged  leave  to  with- 
draw his  Amendment. 

Amendment^  by  leave,  withdrawn. 

Main  question  again  proposed. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR  rose  in  his  place, 
and  claimed  to  move,  "  That  the  Question 
be  now  put." 

Question  put,  "  That  the  Question  be 
now  put." 

The  House  divided : — Ayes,  216 ;  Noes, 
64.    (Division  List  No.  9.) 


AYES. 


Acland-Hood,  Capt.  Sir  A.  F. 
AUsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  William  Keynell 
Arctidale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  James  (Walworth) 
Balcarres,  Ijord 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.  A.J.  (Mane' r. 
Banbory,  Frederick  George 
Barry.KtHn.  A.  H.  Smith{Hts. 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Bathorat,  Hn.  Allen  Benjamin 
Beach.Rt.  Hn.SirM.  H .  ( Brist'  I 
Beach,Rt.Hn.  W.W.B.(Hanta 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bemroee,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethell,  Comnumder 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill.  Chi^ea 

Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blundell,  Colonel  Henry 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Brodriek,  Rt  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A  Montagu 
Brymer,  Williain  Emeat 
CampbeU.  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Cavendish,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.lDerbysh.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  CapUin  R.  G.  W. 
Cbamberlain,Itt.  Hon.  J.  (Birm. 
Chamberlain,  J.  Austen(WoFc'r 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Heniy 
Charrington,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscouit 


Clare,  Octavius  Letgh 
Clarke,  SirEdward(Plymouth) 
Coghill,  Douglas  Harry 
Conines,  Rt.  Hod.  Jesse 
CoIoml),SirJohnCharle8Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  Edw.  H.  Athole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lucas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameron(Glasg*w) 
ComwalIiH,FiennesStanleyW. 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bain  bndge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glaazow) 
Cross,  HerU  Shepherd(BoIton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Henry 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Disraeli,  Coningsby  Ralph 
Donkin,  Richa^  Sm 
Doughty,  Georee 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Donglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Doxfortl,  Sir  Wm.  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
EUiot,  Hon.  A.  R.  Dooglaa 
Fellowes,  Hon.  Ailwyn  E. 
Fei^usson,  Sir  J.  (Abtnches'r. 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  R.  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Fhuineiy,  Sir  Forteecne 
Fletcher,  Sir  Heniy 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fry,  Lewis 


Galloway,  William  Johnaon 

Garat,  William 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.  H.  (City of  L.) 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  A.  Frederick 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edwaitl 
Goret,  Rt  Hon  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(StGeot^e*8 
Goschen,  George  J.  (Bosaex) 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Ld.George 
Hanbury.RtHn.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Hasletr,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heath,  James 
Uelder,  Augustus 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hozier,  Hn  James  Henry  Cecil 
Hudson,  George  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson,  Capt-G.W.Grice- 
HuttoQ,John(York8.  N.R.) 
Jackson,  Rt-Hon.  Wm.LawuB 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessefi,  Captun  H.  Merton 
J^Anston,  William  (B^laat) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  CoL  Amiiam 
Keswick,  William 
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Kimber,  Heoiry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,Sir  E.DiimmK(Com 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thoe.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Kt  Hon.  W.  E.  H. 
Leeee,  SirJ.  F.  (AccrinBton) 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Carrie 
Lttghton,  Stanley 
LIewelyn,SirDillwyn(Swan8ea 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Cor  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  E. 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Boiler 
Lome,  Marquef^  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowlee,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Calmont.  Col.J.(Antrim,E.) 
M'lver,  Sir  Lewis  (Edin'.  W.) 
Alalcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  EdwardWin.  J. 
Martin,  Richard  Biddalph 
Massey-Mainwaring.Hn  W.  F. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Mil  bank,&irPo  wlettChasJohn 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bingham 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
MUward,  Colcmel  Victor 
Monckton.  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  Ja8per(Bhropshire) 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
MortoDfArtharH.  A.  (De^ford 


Moolton,  John  Fletcher 
MiirTar.RtHnA.Graham(  Bnte 

Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry 
Murray,  Col.  Wjmdham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nioot,  Donald  Ninian 
NuBsey,  Thomas  Willans 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrens 
Orr-Ewiog,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetinan  D. 
Penn,  John 

Phillpbtts,  Captain  Arthor 
Pilkington,  R.  (Lance.Newton 
Platt-Higgins,  Frederick 
Plunkett,  Rt.  Hn.  H.  Curzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Geojnge 
Pryca-Jones,  Lt. -Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qnilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentonl,  James  Alexander 
Richardson,  Sir  T.  (Hartlep'l) 
Ridley ,Rt.  Hn.Sii:Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,Rt.  Hn.  Chas.  Thomson 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,Gen.  F.  S.(Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (T^ne) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,  Lieut-Col.  Thos.  My  les 
Sannderson,  Rt.Hon.  C0I.E.J. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-St«wart,M.H.(Ranfrew) 


Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cbeshira) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  Abel  H.  (Christcbordi) 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks) 
Smith,  Hon.W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Stanley,  Edw.  Jas.  (Somerset 
Steirart,  Sir  M.  J.  MTaggait 
Stirling-Maxwell,  Sir  Jota  H. 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedljey 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphry  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OifdLniv 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache,  Henry  Jamea 
Vemey,  Hn.  Richard  Greville 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Ex^r) 
Ward.  Hon.  Robt.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warner,  Thoe.  Courtenay  T. 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut-Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whiteley,H.  (Ashton- under- L. 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
W^iams,  Colonel  R  (Donet) 
Williams,  Jos.  Powell  (Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willoz,  Sir  John  Archibald 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
Wodehouse,  Rt.  Hn.  E.  R  (Batb 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyvill,  Marmadoke  D'Arer 
YooDg,  Commander  (Berka,B. ) 
Younger,  William 


Tbllebs  for  the  Avis — Sir 
WUliam  Walrond  and  Mr. 
Anstmtber. 


NOES. 


Allison,  Robert  Andrew 
Austin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Barlow,  John  Enunott 
Bolton,  Thomas  Dolling 
CaldwelL  James 
CarvU^  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 
Cbannlng,  Francis  Allston 
Clancy,  John  Joseph 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.(Ciuthnesa  sh.) 
Commins,  Andrew 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eugene 
Crilly,  Daoud 
Daly,  James 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Donetan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Farrell,  James  H.  (Cavan,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Ftynn,  James  Christopher 
Pox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 


Gedge,  Sydney 
Hammond,  Jonn  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  Seale 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Jones,  W.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacAleese,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.  A.(Qn's  Co 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan.  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Mandeville,  J.  Frauds 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Morton,  E.  J.  C.  (Devonport) 
Moss,  Samuel 
Mvmaghan,  George 


O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  William 
Phraell,  John  Howard 
Pease,  Job.  A.  (Northnmb.) 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Roberts.  J.  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbigha.) 
Robeon,  William  Soowdon 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
TuUy,  Jasper 
Ure,  Alexander 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavan,  East) 

Tellers  foe  the  Nobs— 
Mr.  Samuel  Evans  and  Mr. 
D.  A.  Thomas. 


Midn  QneatioD  put  accordingly. 

The  House  divided  i—Ayes,  229 ;  Noes,  39.   (Division  List  Na  10. ) 
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Actand-Hood,  Capt.  8ir  A.  F. 
AUisoD,  Robert  Andrew 
AUsopp,  Hon.  George 
Anson,  Sir  Willi&m  Reynell 
Archdale,  Edward  Mervyn 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Bailey,  Jamea  (Walworth) 
Balearres,  Lord 
BaIfoar,Rt.Hn.  A.  J.  (Mancb'r) 
Banbary,  Frederick  George 
Barlow,  John  Emmott 
Barry.BtHnAH  Simth-(Himte 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Batharst,  Hn.  Alien  Benjamin 
Beacb,KtHn.SirM.S.(Bri8tol) 
Beach.Rt.Un.W.W.B.(Hanta. 
Beckett,  Einest  William 
BemroM,  Sir  Henry  Howe 
Bethel],  Commander 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
Bill.  Charles 
Blakiston-Houston,  John 
Blnndell,  Colonel  Hen^ 
Bonsor,  Henry  Cosmo  Orme 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brookfield,  A.  Montagu 
Brymer,  William  Emeet 
Caldwell,  James 
Campbell,  J.  H.  M.  (Dublin) 
Cavendtah,  K.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendish,  V.C.W.(Derby8h.) 
Cecil,  Evelyn  (Hertford,  East) 
Ceuil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chaloner,  Captain  R.  G.  W. 
Chamberlain, Rt. Hon. J.  (Bir.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Clianning,  Francis  Allston 
Chaplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Chaxrington,  Spencer 
Cbelnea,  Viscount 
Claxe,  Octavios  Leigh 
Coebill,  DoQglaa  Harry 
ColliDgd,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Colonib,  Sir  John  C.  Ready 
Colston,  Chas.  E.  H.  Atbole 
Cook,  Fred.  Lncas  (Lambeth) 
Corbett.  A.  C.  (Glasgow) 
CornvMliSiFiennesStanleyW. 
Cox,  Irwin  E.  Bainbridge 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
CroEw,  H.  Shepherd  (Bolton) 
Cubitt,  Hon.  Heniy 
Cnneon,  Viscount 
Dalkeitb,  Earl  of 
Dewar,  Arthur 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Disraeli,  ConingsW  Ralph 
Donkin,  Richard  Sim 
Doughty,  Georee 
DouglaH,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Dox7ord,Sir  William  Theodore 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,Rt.Hn.SirWilliam  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tatton 
Eniot,  Hon.  A.  Ralph  Douglas 
*  Evans,  Samuel  T.(GlamorgaQ) 
Fellowet(,Hon.Ailwyn  Edward 
Fergus8on,Rt.Hn.Sir  J.(lhlan'r 
Finc:i,  Gwtge  H. 


AYES. 


Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bwnatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery,  Sir  Fortesone 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower.  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Fit,  Lewis 

Galloway,  William  Johnson 
Garfit,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,Hn.A.G.H.(CityofLon. 
Giles,  Charles  Tyrrell 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  F. 
Goldsworthy,  Blajor-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst.  Rt.  Hn.  Sir  John  Eldon 
Goscben,  Rt.Hn.G.J.(St.Geo'8 
Graham,  Henry  Robert 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Greene,  H.  D.  (Shrewsbury) 
Greville,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hamilton,  Kt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 
Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robt.  Wm. 
Hanson.  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hn.  C.  Seale- 
Heath,  James 
Helder,  Augustas 
Henderson,  Alexander 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Hozier,  Hn.  James  Henry  C. 
Hudson,  Georae  Bickersteth 
Hutchinson,  Capt.G.  W.Grice- 
Hutton.  John  (Yorks.  N.R.) 
Jackson,  RtHon.Wm.Lawiea 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessef,  Capt.  Herbert  Merton 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Keswick,  Wilfiam 
Kimber,  Henry 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,Sir£.Dttminff-(Com 
lAWBon,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Comberland) 
Lea,  Sir  T.  (Londonderry) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hon  Wm.  Edw.H. 
Leigh-Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Leighton,  Stanley 
LIewel]m,SirDi]lwyn(Swan^a 
Loekwood,  Lt  -Col.  A.  R. 
Loder,  Gerald  Walter  Ersldne 
Long,  Rt.  Hon.W.  (Liverpool) 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Buller 
Lome,  ManjuesA  of 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Lowles,  John 
Macartney,  W.  G.  EUison 
Macdona,  John  Camming 
Maolare,  Sir  John  William 
M'Calmont,Col.  J.(Antrim,£. ) 
M'lver,  Sir  L.  (Edinhaigh,W.) 
Malcolm,  Ian 

Manners,  Lord  Ed.  Wm.  J. 
Martin,  Itichard  Biddtdph 
Massey-MainwuingiHon.  WF 


Mendl,  Sicnsraund  Ferdinand 
Milbank,  Sir  Powlett  C.  John 
Mildmay,  Francis  Bin^am 
Milner,  Sir  Frederick  George 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Cbarlus  James 
Moon,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
Moore,  William  (Antrim,  N.) 
More,Robt.  JaspeT(Shropshire^ 
Morrell,  Georae  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  hT  A.  (Dep^rd> 
Moss,  Samuel 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Murray,  Rt.Hn.A.H.G.(Bute> 
Murray,  Charles  J.  (Coventry)' 
Murray,  Col.  Wyndham  (Bath 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Nuasey,  Thoraas  Willans 
O'Neill.  Hon.  Robert  Torrena 
Orr-Ewing,  Charles  Lindsay 
Pearson,  Sir  Weetmao  D. 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northnmb.  y 
Penn,  John 

Pbillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pilkiiigtoii,R.  (Lanes,.  Newt'n)< 
Plact-Hi^ns,  Frederick 
Plunkett.KtHnHoraccCurzon 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pretyman,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 
Qnilter,  Sir  Cuthbert 
Rankin,  Sir  James 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander 
Richard  son,SirThos(Hartlen'l 
RidleT,RtHonSir  Matthew  W. 
Ritchie,Rt  HonChas.  Thomson 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (Eifion) 
Roberts,  John  H.  (DenMghs) 
Robertson,  Herbert  (Hackney)- 
Robinson,  Brooke 
Robsnn,  William  Snowdon 
Round,  James 
Royds,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.F.S.(Cheltenham 
Russell,  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limehouse) 
Sandys,Lieut.  -CoLThoe.  Myles 
Saander8on,Rt.Hon.Col.Ed.J. 
Scoble,  Sir  Andrew  Richard 
Sharpe,  William  Edward  T. 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(Renfn}wh 
Sidebotham,  J.  W.  (Cheshire) 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AbelH.  (Christehurch) 
Smith,  JamesParkeHLanarks. ) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.(Strand} 
Stanley,Edward  Jas.  (Somerset 
Stewart,  SirMarkJ.M'T^^^t 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M. 
Strauss,  Arthur 
Strutt,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Sturt,  Hon.  H.  Napier 
Talbot,Rt.  Hn.  J.G.:Ox.  Univ.), 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thomas,  D.  A.  (Merthyt) 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
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ToUemache,  Henry  James 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey,  Hon.  Richard  G. 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exetw) 
Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warner,  Thomas  C.  T. 
Webster,  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lient-Col.  A.  C.  E. 


Whiteley.H.  ( Ashton-nnder-  L) 
WUliams,  Colonel  R.  (Dorset) 
Williams,  J.  Powell  (Birm.) 
Willooghby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
WUlox,  Sir  John  A. 
Wilson,  John  (Falkirk) 
WodehoaBe,RtHn.  E.R.  (Bath) 
Wylte,  Alexander 


Wyvill.  Manuadnke  D'Aier 
Young,  Comiiiaiidw(Berks,E.) 
Yoonger,  William 

Tellers  for  tuk  Ayes— 
Sir  William  Walnmd  aod 
Mr.  Anstrather. 


NOES. 


Anstin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 
Bolton,  ThomaH  Dolling 
Clark,  Dr.G.B.{Caithne8S;ah.) 
Comniins,  Andrew 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crilly,  Daniel 
Daly,  James 
Donelan,  Captain  A. 
Doogan,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Esmonde,  Sir  Thomas 
Flavin,  Michael  Joeeph 
Flyn^  James  Christopher 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 


Hammond,  John  (Oarlow) 
Bayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Killvida,  Denis 
MacaleesQ,  Daniel 
MacDonnell,  Dr.M.A.(Qn'8C) 
MaoNeill,  J.  Gonion  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
M'Leod,  John 
Manderille,  J.  Franeta 
Mumaghan,  George 


O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O'Malley,  WUIiam 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Pinkerton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  J.  E.  (Waterford) 
Redmtmd,  William  ( Jlare) 
Sulliviui.  Donal  (Westmeath) 
SuIliTan,  T.  D.  (Don^al.  W.) 
Tully,  Jasper 

Vonng,  Samael  ( ^aran.  East) 
Tellers  for  thb  Nobs— 

Mr.  J.  P.  Famll  and  Mr. 

Crean. 


Resolved,  "  That  an  humble  Address  be 
presented  to  Her  Majesty  as  followeth : — 

Most  Gracious  Sovereign^ 

We,  Your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and 
loyal  subjects,  the  Commons  of  the 
United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  in  Parliament  assembled,  beg 
leave  to  offer  our  humble  thanks  to  Your 
Majesty  for  the  Gracious  Speech  which 
Your  Majesty  has  addressed  to  both 
Houses  of  Pu'liament." 

To  be  presented  by  Ptvry  Councillors 
and  such  Members  as  are  of  Her  Majesty's 
Household. 


SUPPLY. 


Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon 
Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a 
Committee  to  consider  of  the  Supply  to 
be  granted  to  Her  Majesty. 

Ordered,  That  the  several  Estimates 
presented  to  this  House  during  the 
present  session  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply.— (Afr.  flimJury.) 

WAYS  AND  MEANS. 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will,  upon 
Monday  next,  resolve  itself  into  a  Com- 


mittee to  consider  of  the  Ways  and  Meana 
for  raising  the  Supply  to  be  granted  to 
Her  Majesty. — {Mr.  Manbury.) 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— NEWS  FROM 
THE  FRONT. 

On  the  Motion  for  Adjournment, 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire.  Mid> 
asked  whether  there  was  any  information 
from  the  seat  of  war. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Our  inforau- 
tion  points  to  the  Uct  that  General 

Buller  is  not  pressing  his  advance  from 
the  position  occupied  on  Wednesday. 
We  have  not  thought  it  right  to  prees 
him  for  detailed  information  about  the 
operations  which  are  in  progress ;  nor,  if 
he  ^ves  us  such  information,  do  we  think 
it  right  to  make  it  public  until  the  opera- 
tions are  c(HnpletecL 


♦Mr.  TENNANT  (Berwickshire) :  May 
I  ask  whether  it  is  true  that  Geaeral  Mao- 
don  aid  has  been  ordered  back  t 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  We  have  no 
informadon  upon  the  point. 

Adjonmed  at  ten  minutes  before  One 
ot  the  clock  till  Monday  next. 
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BURNLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [H-L-l 


VISCOUNT  CLIFDEN. 
Repoit  made  from  the  I  .ord  Chancellor 
that  the  ri^ht  of  Thomas  Charles  Agar 
Bobartes,  Viscount  Clifden,  to  vote  at  the 
elections  of  Representative  Peers  for 
Ireland  has  been  established  t.j  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Lord  Chancellor ;  read,  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 

SAT  FIRST. 
The  Lord  Wynford  sat  first  in  Parlia- 
ment after  the  death  of  his  brother. 


s 


PRirATB  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parliar 
ments  had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Cer- 
tificates from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the 
following  Bills  have  been  complied 
with — 

Imscbenetzky's  Uralite  Patent. 
Mary  port  Harbour. 

National  Markets,  Stores,  and  Work- 

shofkj. 
Kochdale  Corporation. 
Sonthport  and  Latham  Tramroad. 
Walsall  Corporation. 

And  the  Certificates  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bills 
have  not  been  complied  with — 

Blackpool,   St.  Annes,  and  Lytham 

Tram  ways, 
South-Eastern  Metropolian  Tramways. 
Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

ASTON  MANOR  TRAMWAYS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

BIRMINGHAM  COKPORATION  (STOCK) 
BILL  [H.L4 

BIRMINGHAM   (KING   EDWARD  THE 
SIXTH)  SCHOOLS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

BIRMINGHAM  UNIVERSITY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

BOURNEMOUTH  CORPORATION  BILL 

[M.L.]. 

Presented,  and  read  !<■. 

VOL.  LXXVIIL    [Fourth  Series.] 


BURY  AND    DISTRICT  WATER 
(TRANSFER)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

CARDIFF  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

CHURCH'S  PATENT  BILL  [H.L.]. 

CLYDE  NAVIGATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

COWES  PIER  BILL  [H.L.1. 

DUNDEE  HARBOUR  BaL  [H.L.]. 

EAST  SHROPSHIRE  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

EAST    STIRLINGSHIRE  WATER  BILL 

[ILL.J. 

EDINBURGH  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

EDINBURGH  DISTRICT  LUNACY 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

EXMOUTH  URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.1 

FALKIRK  AND  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

FALKIRK  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

GLASGOW   BUILDING  REGULATIONS 
BILL  [B.L.] 

HEMEL   HEMPSTEAD  CORPORATION 
(WATER)  BILL  [H.L.]. 

HIGHAM  FERRERS  WATER  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

IPSWICH  CORPORATION  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

KINGSTON-UPON-THAMES*  CORPORA- 
TION BILL  [H.L.]. 

LANCASHIRE  INEBRIATES  ACTS 
BOARD  BILL  [H.u]. 

LINCOLN  CORPORATION  (TRAMWAYS) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

MANCHESTER  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL  [H.L.]. 

MARGATE  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MKNSTONE  WATER  (TRANSFER)  BILL 
IH.L.]. 

MERSEY   DOCKS   AND  HARBOUR 
BOARD  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MORLEY  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 


Presented,  and  read  1". 
2X 
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MOTHERWELL  AND  BELLSHILL  RAIL-   CORK.  BANDON,  AND  SOUTH  COAST 


WAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MOTHERWELL  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MOUNTAIN  ASH  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

NEATH  HARBOUR  BILL  [H.L.]. 

NEWPORT  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.] 

NEWTOWN  AND  LLANLLWCHAIARN 
URBAN  DISTRICT  GAS  BILL  [H-L.]. 

OTLEY   URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

PAIGNTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

PRESTON  CORPORATION  BILL  [H.L.]. 

RAMSGATE  CORPORATION  IMPROVE- 
MENTS BILL  [H.L.]. 

RAWMARSH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUN- 
CIL (TRAMWAYS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

ROTHERHAM   CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.U]. 

ROTHERHITHE    AND  RATCLIPF 
TUNNEL  BILL  [h.l.]. 

SALFORD  CORPORATION   BILL  [h.l.]. 

SHEFFIELD  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

SOUTHAMPTON  HARBOUR  BILL  [h.l.]. 

SOUTH  ESSEX  WATER   BOARD  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

SOUTH  SHIELDS  CORPORATION  BILL 

[H.L.]. 


SUNDERLAND 


CORPORATION 

[H.L.]. 


BILL 


WITHINGTON    URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL  [H.L.]. 

Presented,  and  read  1". 

ARMY  AND   NAVY  INVESTMENT 
TRUST  BILL  [H.L.3. 

BARRY  RAILWAY  (STEAM  VESSELS) 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

BEXHILL  AND   ROTHERFIELD  RAIL- 
WAY BILL  [H.L.]. 

BREWERY  AND  COMMERCIAL  IN- 
VESTMENT TRUST,  LIMITED.  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

CLEETHORPES  GAS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

COMMERCIAL  UNION  ASSURANCE 
COMPANY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

Presented;  read  1";  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 


RAILWAY  BILL  [H.I.]. 
CRYSTAL  PALACE  COMPANY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

DONEGAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.1. 

DORKING  WATER  BILL  [H.U]. 

DUBLIN,  WICKLOW.   AND  WEXKORU 
RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

EXMOUTH  AND  DISTRICT  WATER 
BILL  [n.L.]. 

FISHGUARD  AND  ROSSLARE  RAII^ 
WAYS  AND  HARBOURS  BILL  [K.1^]. 

FISHGUARD  WATER  AND  GAS  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

GLASGOW  AND  SOUTH  WESTERS 
RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

GOVERNMENT  STOCK  AND  OTHER 
SECURITIES  INVESTMENT  COMPAN  V 
BILL  [H.L.]. 


GREAT 


BERKHAMPSTEAD 
BILL  [H.L.]. 


WATER 


GREAT  CENTRAL  RAILWAY  BILL  [a. I.] 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERS 
AND  WATERFORD  AND  CENTRAL 
IRELAND  RAILWAY  COMPASIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [H.L.] 

GREAT  SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERN 
AND  WATERFORD.  LIMERICK,  AND 
WESTERN  RAILWAY  COMPANIES 
AMALGAMATION  BILL  [h.l.] 

GREAT    SOUTHERN  AND  WESTERS 
RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

GUN  BARREL  PROOF  ACT,  1868,  AMEND- 
MENT BILL  [ILL.]. 

KINGSTON-VPON-THAMES  GAS  BILL 

[H.L.]. 


LIVERPOOL 


OVERHEAD 
BILL  [H.L.]. 


RAILWAY 


LONDON,  BRIGHTON,  AND  SOUTH 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL  [U.U]. 

LONDON  HYDRAULIC  POWER  COM- 
PANY BILL  [H.L.1. 

LONDON*  SEA  WATER  SUPPLY  HILL 

[H.L.]. 

MANCHESTER  SHIP  CANAL  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

MARGATE  PIER  AND  HARBOUR  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

Presented ;  read  1" ;  aud  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1165     South  AJrieaa  IFar—     {12  Fbbruabv  1900}         Commands.  116C 

House  of  Commons  of    1899  ;  with 

appendices. 


MERSBY  RAILWAY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MIDLAND    GREAT   WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY OF  IRELAND  BILL  [H.L.]. 

MUIRKIEK,  MAUCHLINE,  AND  DAL- 
MELLINGTON  RAILWAYS  (ABAN- 
DONMENT) BILL  [H.L.). 

NEWPORT    (MONMOUTHSHIRE)  GAS 
BILL  [H.h.1 

NEW  RUSSIA  COMPANY  BILL  [H.L.]. 
NORTH-BRITISH  RAILWAY  BILL[H.t.]. 
NORTH  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

NORTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  (STEAM 
VESSELS)  BILL  [h.l.]. 

RHYMNEY  IRON  COMPANY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

RHYMNEY  RAILWAY  BILL  tH.L.]. 

SCOTTISH    AMERICAN  INVESTMENT 
COMPANY,  LIMITED.  BILL  [H.L.]. 

SCOTTISH  WIDOWS'  FUND  AND  LIFE 
ASSURANCE  SOCIETY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

SHEFFIELD  DISTRICT  RAILWAY  BILL 

[H.L.]. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  AND  LONDON,  CHAT- 
HAM, AND  DOVER  RAILWAYS  BILL 

IH.L.]. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

SOUTH  STAFFORDSHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

TAFF  VALE  RAILWAY  BILL  [h,l.]. 

UNIVERSAL  LIFE  ASSURANCE 
SOCIETY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

WESTGATE  AND  BIRCHINGTON 
WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

WIRRALL  RAILWAY   BILL  [H.L.] 

Presented ;  read  1« ;  and  referred  to 
the  Examiners. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


AGED  DESERVING  POOR. 

Report  of  the  Departmental  Committee 
on  the  financial  aspects  of  the  proposals 
made  by  the  Select  Committee  of  the 


ROYAL  UNIVERSITY  OF  IRELAND. 
Annuid  Report  for  the  year  1899. 

Presented  (by  command),  and  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  Table. 

CHELSEA  HOSPITAL. 

Account  of  the  receipts  and  eicpendi- 
ture  of  the  CommiBcdoners  of  Chelsea 
HoBjntal  in  respect  of  Army  Prize  and 
Legacy  Funds,  etc.,  for  the  year  ended 
3l8t  March,  1899 ;  together  with  the 
report  of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor- 
General  thereon ;  laid  before  the  House 
(pursuant  to  Act),  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  Table. 


PETITION. 

VACCINATION  ACTS. 
Petition  for  amendment  of ;  of  the 
Guardians  of  the  Poor  of  the  Northwich 
Union ;  read,  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 


SOUTH    AFRICAN  WAR-COMMANDS 
AT  THE  FRONT. 

Lord  BATEMAN  :  My  Lords,  before 
the  noble  Marquess  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  makes  his  statement  this 
evening  as  to  the  military  measures  Her 
Majesty's  Gk>vemment  propose  to  Cake, 
I  am  anxious  to  put  a  question  to  him  of 
which  I  hare  given  him  private  notice. 
The  question  is  as  follows :  Whether 
General  Sir  Frederick  Garrington  is  des- 
tined for  a  command  in  South  Africa,  and 
whether  Lord  Alethuen  is  atill  in  com- 
mand of  Her  Majesty's  forces  on  the 
Modder  River.  I  do  not  propose  to  offer 
any  comment  with  regard  to  my  question, 
but  if  the  noble  Marquess  can  see  his  way 
to  make  any  statement  or  to  give  us  an^ 
information  on  the  subject  I  am  giue  it 
will  be  received  and  appreciated  very 
much  by  this  House  and  in  the  conntry, 
and  will  tend  to  relieve  a  consideraUe 
amount  of  doubt  and  anxiety. 

Thk  SECRETARY  of  STATE  for 
WAR  (The  Marquess  of  Lansdowne)  : 
My  Lords,  in  answer  to  the  first  question 
of  the  noble  Lord  I  hare  to  say  that  Sir 
F.  Carrington  has  been  designated  for  a 
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command  in  South  Africa.  In  answer  to 
the  second  question  I  have  to  say  that 
Lord  Roberts  is  now  at  Modder  River, 
and  is  in  command  of  the  whole  of  Her 
Majesty's  forces  at  that  place. 


LAND  CHARGES  BILL 
[Seco>jd  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  i-ead. 

The  lord  CHANCELLOR  (The 
Earl  of  Hai>{BURYJ  :  This  Bill  has  already 

Csed  your  Lordships'  House.  It  was  to 
e  become  law  last  session,  but  was  un- 
able to  get  through  owing  to  want  of 
time. 

Bill  read  2**,  and  committed  to  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  House. 

LUNACY  BILL  [H.L.]. 

[Second  Reading.] 

Order  of  the  Day  for  the  Second 
Reading  read.  | 

The  Earl  of    HALSBURY  :   Mv  | 
Lords,  this  Bill  has  passed  your  Lord- 1 
ships'  House  on  two  previous  occasions  ;  | 
but  although  on  the  last  occasion  I  i 
formally  moved  the  Second  Reading,  the  | 
Bill  having  been  already  confirmed  by  [ 
your  Lordships,  I  cannot  now  move  it  \ 
witiiout  saying  that  some  of  the  questions 
involved  in  it  are  of  serious  public  impor-  j 
tance.   This  is  one  of  those  Bills  which 
for  want  of  time  did  not  pass  last  session,  j 
but  which  are,   nevertheless,  urgently  ! 
needed.    One  of  its  most  important  pro- 1 
visions  relates  to  what  are  called  Urgency  ' 
Orders,  which  were  instituted  by  the  Act 
of  1890.    To  the  provision  that  no  person 
should  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  without 
some  judicial  investigation,  an  exception 
was  made  in  cases  where  circumstances 
rendered  a  judicial  investigation  practi- 
cally impossible,  as    in  the  case,  lor 
instance,  of  a  raving  lunatic,  who  could 
not  be  brought  before  a  magistrate.  It 
was  enacted  that  under  such  circum- 
stances an  Urgency  Order  might  be  issued 
to  meet  the  case.    I  am  extremely  sorry 
to  say  that  the  facilities  given  by  this 
form  of  procedure  have  been  abused,  and 
medical  men  have  been  found  who  have 
certified  that  such  an  order  ought  to  be 

E'ven  when,  in  my  opinion,  there  has 
^en  no  ground  whatever  for  it.    In  the 


interest  of  the  liberty  of  the  subject, 
amendment  of  the  law  ia  desir^ile. 
Among  other  provisions,  the  Bill  now 
before  your  Lordships  provides  that  any 
medical  man  who  certifies  the  necessity 
of  an  Urgency  Order  shall  give  tl^ 
circumstances  under  which,  and  fully  and 
specifically  state  the  reasoos  why, 
an  Ui^ency  Order  is  said  to  be  neces- 
sary. I  regard  that  as  a  very  important 
reform  in  the  administration  of  the 
lunacy  law,  and  I  trust  that  in  the 
present  session  of  Parliament  time  will  be 
I  found  to  pass  this  BiU.  I  have  thought 
fit,althoughthis  Bill  has  pa^ed your  Lord- 
ships' House  on  two  previous  occasions, 
1  to  make  this  statement,  because,  in  my 
opinion,  the  Bill  is  not  a  mere  amending 
measure  but  one  of  great  public 
importance. 

Read  2**,  and  committed  to  a  Coomuttee 
of  the  whole  House. 


SOUTH     AFRICAN     WAR — CONTEM- 
PLATED  MILITARY  MEASURES. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN:  My 
Lords,  I  beg  to  ask  my  noWe  friend  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether  he  is 
now  in  a  position  to  make  a  statement  as 
'  to  the  nulitary  measures  Her  Majesty's 

I  GoTemment  propose  to  take. 

I 

!  •The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE: 
1  My  Lords,  I  have  to  thank  your  Ixwd- 
ships  for  the  consideration  you  have 
shown  me  in  allowing  me  to  poetpoot 
until  this  evening  what  I  have  to  say  upoa 
this  most  important  subject.  I  gather  from 
the  observations  which  have  been  made  in 
this  House  upon  previous  occasions  that 
the  points  with  regard  to  which  yov 
Lordships  desire  to  be  informed  are  these 
— first,  to  what  extent  have  we,  in  send- 
ing out  of  this  country  large  militarr 
forces  for  service  in  South  Africa^  de- 
nuded the  United  Kii^dom  of  its  premier 
garrison ;  next,  what  steps  are  we  taking, 
w  have  we  taken,  to  secure  the  safety  at 
these  islands  during  the  absence  of  tbesr 
largo  forces ;  and,  thirdly,  I  think  yoor 
Lordships  would  like  to  know  what 
forces  ar^  or  will  be,  at  our  disposal  for 
the  prosecution  of  those  nulitary  opera- 
tions which  we  all,  I  am  sure,  desire  to 
I  see  carried  to  a  decisive  and  to  a  satis- 
factory conclusion.    I  tlunk  I  may,  per- 
haps^ first  state  to  the  House  what  troop« 
are  actually  in  or  under  orders  for  Souh 
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Africa.    In  the  two  colonies  before  the  I 
war  broke  out  we  had  a  force  of  about 
23,000  men.     To  those  we  intended ' 
to  add,   for  the   purpose  of  ofTcnsive ' 
operations  against  the   South  African  | 
Republics,  a  field  army  of,  in  round '. 
figure  50,000  men — that  is,  an  army  \ 
corps,  a  cavalry  division,  and  troops  for  ; 
the  linra  of  communication.     We  had ; 
assumed  that  that  force  would  have  \ 
to  be  concentrated  in  the  Cape  Colony 
and  prepared   for  an    advance  by  a ; 
Hate  which  I  may  state  as  the  23rd  of  the  j 
month  of  December.    We  were  led  to  • 
take  that  date  for  this  .reason — that  it  j 
was  the  earliest  date  by  which  we  could  ■ 
look  forward  to  concentrate  in  the  Cape 
Colony  the  whole  of  the  supplies  and  i 
the    whole    of    the     land  transport 
necessaiy  for  the  advance  of  a  con- . 
siderable  army.    The  50,000  men  did,  in  ■ 
point  of  fact,  arrive  in  South  Africa  before 
the  appointed  date,  and  as  to  the  trans- 
port animals  I  may  say  that  the  whole  of 
the  15,000  mules  which  were  required  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  troops  were  col- 
lected in  the  Cape  Colony  or  in  Natal  by  ' 
the  middle  of  the  month  of  December. 
But,  my  Lords,  before  the  time  came  at 
which  we  had  looked  forward  to  the  com- ' 
mencement  of  the  advance  important 
events  happened  in  South  Africa.  At  the 
banning  of  the  month  of  November  we 
beoime  aware  that  for  the  original  plan  of 
a  central  operation  by  way  of  the  Orange 
Free  State  there  had  been  substituted 
other  operations  for  the  relief  of  Lady- 
smith  upon  the  eastern  and  of  Kimberley 
upon  the  western  side  of  the  theatre  of 
operations,  and  there  were  also  subsidiary 
operations  in  the  Cape  Colony.  General 
Ciery  and  Lord  Methuen  commenced 
their  respective  advances  on  the  18th  of 
the  month  of  November,  and  before  the 
end  of  the  month  Lord  Methnen  had 
fought  three  pitched  battles  on  the  tine  of 
the  railway  leading  towards  Kimberley, 
followed  by  a  fourth  battle  in  the  earl}' 
days  of  the  month  of  December.    I  men- 
tion this  change  in  the  plan  of  campaign 
not  with  any  idea  of  suggesting  that  any 
other  dispositions  were  preferable,  but 
because  I  wish  to  impress  upon  the  House 
how  greatly  the  magnitude  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  task  was  increased  by  this 
fundamental  alteration.    I  think  it  is 
obvious  that,  even  if  all  had  gone  well 
with  the  two  relieving  forces,  those  opera- 
tions could  not  possibly  have  been  carried 
on  by  a  force  of  the  dimensions  which  was 


considered  sufficient  for  the  one  great 
central  operation,  and,  in  fact,  we  all  know 
that  things  did  not  go  well,  and  that  both 
the  relieving  forces  encountered  checki 
and  obstacles  which  led  to  the  pro- 
longation of  the  two  relief  opera- 
tions, and  retarded  for  a  very  long 
time  the  commencement  of  the  centr^ 
advance  which  had  always  been  regarded 
as  the  pivot  of  the  whole  campaign. 
These  events  led  us  to  recognise  at  an 
early  stage  the  necessity  of  adding 
largely  to  the  forces  in  South  Africa. 
All  through  the  autumn  and  winter  a 
steady  stream  of  troops  was  poured  into 
the  two  colonies.  Dunng  October  28,00(1 
men  embarked  from  this  country,  during 
November  26,000.  December  24,000,  and 
January  35,000.  And,  in  addition  to  the 
troops  now  in  South  Africa,  there  are 
under  orders  or  on  their  way  at  this 
moment  50,000  further  troops.  Three 
divisions  had  left  this  country  by  the 
middle  of  November,  the  fourth  division 
was  in  South  Africa,  the  fifth  division  left 
in  the  last  week  of  November,  the  sixth 
division  in  the  latter  part  of  December, 
and  the  seventh  division  in  the  beginning 
of  January.  These  troops  were  accom- 
panied by  those  colonial  contingents  of 
whose  admirable  behaviour  we  have,  I 
am  sure,  all  heard  with  the  liveliest  satis 
faction.  They  were  followed  by  a  certain 
number  of  Militia  battalions.  There 
were  local  forces  raised  upon  the  spot  in 
both  colonies.  At  a  later  stage  we  sent 
out  that  force  of  Imperial  Yeomanry 
which  had  been  raised  Avith  the  assistance 
of  the  officers  of  the  old  Yeomanry — a 
force  the  whole  8,000  of  which  has,  I  am 
glad  to  say,  now  been  raised.  We  are 
now  sending  out  more  Militia  battalions 
up  to  a  total  of  thirty  battalions  alto- 
gether, and  I  rejoice  to  hear  that  the 
colonial  contingents  are  still  following  in 
considerable  numbers.  Taking  all  these 
troops  together,  we  shall  have  before 
long  in  South  Africa,  approximately 
speaking,  no  less  than  200,000  men,  of 
whom  three-fourths,  roughly  speakin 
have  been  sent  out  from  this  country, 
am,  of  course,  not  suggesting  that  the 
whole  of  this  great  force  is  one  of  which 
Lord  Roberts  can  dispose  orwhich  he  could 
at  any  moment  place  in  the  fighting  line. 
We  all  know  what  large  deductions  have 
to  be  made  from  the  grand  total  of  a 
military  force  in  order  to  arrive  at  the 
actual  number  of  sabres  and  bayonets 
whom  the  general  in  command  can  make 
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use  of  in  the  field,  but  I  mention  these 
large  withdrawals  of  troops  from  this 
cMjuntry  becaxise  I  think  it  is  right  the 

House  should  know  '  the  extent  of  the 
drain  to  which  our  resources  at  home 
have  been  subjected  by  these  operations. 
In  these  circumstances  I  do  not  think  I 
shall  be  contradicted  when  I  say  that  our 
first  duty  seemed  to  us  to  be  to  make 
arrangements  for  supj^ying  what  I  might 
describe  as  the  wear  and  tear  of  the 
South  African  army,  and  up  to  the 
present  time  I  think  we  have  done  that 
not  unsuccessfully ;  5,600  men  were  sent 
out  as  drafts  in  the  month  of  December, 
and  2,700  in  January.  It  may,  perhaps, 
reassure  your  Lordships  to  hear  that  we 
anticipate  no  great  difficulty  in  supplying 
the  necessary  drafts  of  what  is  probably 
as  important  as  men — I  mean  oi  horses. 
We  have  found  many  new  sources  of 
supply,  and  from  these  sources  we  are 
confident  of  being  able  to  draw  a  number 
of  horses  sufficient  to  supply  the  wants  of 
the  Army,  even  making  allowance  for  the 
terrible  inroads  of  horse  sickness  which 
we  know  is  rife  in  that  part  of  the  world. 
We  must,  of  course,  anticipate  very  large 
further  demands,  and  we  have  therefore 
to  take  stock  of  the  resources  from  which 
those  demands  can  be  met.  If  I  may  run 
briefly  through  what  I  may  describe  as 
our  military  assets,  I  may  state  that  of 
regular  troops  serving  with  the  colours 
— the  remaining  battalions  of  infantry, 
the  men  at  the  depots,  the  soldiers  who 
are  left  behind  by  the  Line  battalions 
as  being  of  not  sufficient  a^e  or 
service  to  go  out,  the  remaining  regiments 
of  cavalry,  the  remaining  horse  and  field 
artillery — of  these  we  have  98,000  men 
at  home  altogether.  In  addition  we  have 
about  1 2,000  men  of  the  Reserves,  of  whom 
we  have  not  yet  made  use.  That  gives  us 
in  all  110,000  regular  soldiers  at  Homo  at 
this  moment.  It  may  perhaps  interest 
the  House  to  know  that  that  number  is 
almost  exactly  the  sune  as  the  number 
which  was  serving  with  the  colours  this 
time  last  year.  Then  we  have  the 
Yeomanry,  which,  deducting  the  men 
whom  it  has  contributed  to  the  Imperial 
Yeomanry,  numbers  7,000.  We  have  of 
Militia  of  all  arms,  deducting  those 
Militia  battalions  which  have  gone  or  are 
going  to  South  Africa,  77,000  men.  And 
we  have  Volunteers,  deducting  the  com- 
panies which  the  Volunteers  have  contri- 
buted to  the  Line  battalions  serving  at 
the  front,  215,000.   That  gives  a  grand 
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total  of  409,000  armed  men  serving  in 
this  country  at  tiie  present  time.  I  think 
some  of  the  statements  which  we  some- 
times see  made  with  regard  to  the  alleged 
absolute  denudation  of  this  country 
scarcely,  perhaps,  take  sufficiently  into 
account  the  large  number  of  men  whidi, 
in  spite  of  all  these  demands,  are  still  left 
to  us  in  the  British  Islands.  My  Lords, 
it  is,  of  course,  in  a  case  of  this  kind  not 
sufficient  merely  to  count  heads  or  to 
assume  that  every  soldier  in  the  country 
is  available  for  militfoy  purpose  at  the 
mommt.  Our  business  is  to  oi^nise 
and  equip  what  we  have  got,  and  to  dis- 
tribute those  forces  in  the  most  advan- 
tageous manner.  Now,  what  are  the 
requirements  from  these  resources  which 
it  is  our  business  to  meet  t  I  think  those 
requirements  are  threefold.  We  have, 
in  the  first  place,  to  provide  an  army  for 
home  defence,  by  which  I  mean  not 
merely  troops  stationed  at  garrisons 
and  defensive  position^  but  a  mobile 
army,  which  we  woidd  be  abk 
to  transfer  rapidly  to  any  point 
which  may  at  any  moment  be  threatened. 
In  the  next  place,  we  require  the  neces- 
sary garrisons  for  our  forts  and  for  the 
positions  which  under  our  mobilisation 
schemes  have  to  be  defended  in  case  of 
attack.  And,  in  the  third  place,  we  hare 
to  be  prepared  with  sufficient  reinforce- 
ments and  with  the  means  of  replacing 
any  troops  which  may  be  taken  for  the 
purpose  of  these  reinforcements  from 
within  the  limits  of  the  mobile  army. 
Now,  my  Lords,  the  first  question  which 
arises  is — What  should  be  the  size  of 
that  mobile  army  ?  The  matter  was 
gone  into  twelve  years  ago,  and  it  was 
then  laid  down  very  clearly  in  the 
Minute  written  by  the  then  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  Mr.  Edward  Stanhope, 
that  after  provision  had  been  made  vx 
the  defence  of  India  and  the  colonies  it 
was  desirable  that  we  should  have  a  force 
of  three  army  corps  for  home  defence, 
two  of  these  army  corps  being  composed 
of  Regulars,  and  the  third  partly  of 
Regulars  and  partly  of  auxiliary  troops, 
and  that,  subject  to  these  consideration^ 
two  army  corps  should  be  available  for 
service  abroad.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
what  was  then  contemplated  was  that  we 
should,  after  establishing  our  superiority 
at  sea,  be  able  to  send  in  the  later  stages 
of  a  war  a  moderate-sized  army  for  offen- 
sive purposes  beyond  the  limits  d  these 
islands.    But,  my  Lords,  cimmutancn 
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have  changed  a  good  deal  since  Mr.  Stan- 
hope's Minute  was  written.     I  cannot 
help  thinking  that  there  is  something 
ironical  m  the  present  situation,  in  which 
we,  the  greatest  maritime  Power  in  the 
world,  find  ourselves  at  war  with  two 
little  States  which  do  no  not  own  a  boat's 
crew  between  them,  and  which  are  con- 
aequently  invulnerable  by  our  powerful 
Navy.     We  are  in  the  position  of  a 
strong  man  fighting  with  nis  right  arm 
tied  Dehind  his  oack ;   but  I  hope, 
ai^in,  when  we  talk  of  the  denudation 
of  these  islands,  that  we  shall  not  for- 
get that  that  right  arm  is  intact,  and 
unimpaired,  and  stronger  than  it  has  ever 
been  in  the  history  of  the  Empire.  This 
exceptional  combination  of  circumstances 
has  thrown  upon  the  Army  exertions  of 
the  most  futluous  kind.     We  find  our- 
selves in  this  position.    We  have  to  send 
out,  not  two  army  corps  at  the  end  of  a 
war  in  order  to  drive  home  a  blow  struck 
in  the  first  instance  by  the  fleet,  but  we 
have  to  send  out  at  the  very  beginning  of 
the  war  nearly  three  army  corps,  with 
no  assistance  m>m  the  Navy  except  that 
assistance — and  I  gladly  acknowledge  its 
value — which  the  Naval  Brigades  and 
Naval  Artillery  have  been  enabled  to  give 
to  us  on  shore.    Our  first  duty,  I  think,  is 
to  see  that  we  are  provided  with  a  field 
army  of  the  dimensions  laid  down  in 
1888 — that  is,  a  field  army  numbering 
about  130,000  men.     That  is  the  more 
necessary  because  a  field  army  must  be, 
as  it  were,  the  reservoir  upon  which  we 
draw  should  it  be  necessary  to  send 
further  reinforcements  out  of  this  country. 
In  our  opinion  that  army  corps  should 
have  at  least  what  I  may  describe  as  a 
backbone  of  Regular  troops  ;  and  as  I  am 
mentioning  Regular  troops,  I  may  state 
to  the  House  that  it  is  our  intention  to 
add  to  the  permanent  strength  of  the  Army 
twelve  new  Line  battalions  of  infantry 
ill  addition  to  the  three  Line  battalions 
which  we  are  now  raising  under  an  aug- 
mentation of  the  Army  decided  on  two 
years  ago.    That  permanent  increase  of 
the  Army  is  necessitated  by  the  growing 
demands  of  our  Imperial  and  colonial 
garrisons.    We  propose  to  add  these  new 
battalions  as  third  and  fourth  battalions 
of  existing  line  regiments.    I  have  before 
stated  in  this  House  the  reasons  for  which 
it  seemed  to  me  that  the  four-battalion 
organisation  had  very  great  conveniences, 
am.  I  will  not  repeat  them  now.  In  order 
to  form  these  lutttalions  we  shall  draw 


upon  the  surplus  men  of  the  first  and 
second  battalions— the  men  whom  the 
first  and  second  battalions  have  left 
behind  —  upon  the  reservists  of  the 
regiment,  upon  ex-soldiers  desiring  to  re- 
enter the  Army  and  serve  on  for  pension, 
and,  lastly,  upon  ordinary  recruits.  I 
iiuiy  ^y*  perhaps,  with  regard  to  radinary 
recruits,  that  we  have  every  reason  to  be 
satisfied  with  the  manner  in  which  re- 
cruiting has  progressed  during  the 
last  few  months.  It  is  perfectly 
clear  that  a  war  does  not  tend 
to  make  the  Army  unpopular.  I  may, 
perhaps,  tell  your  Lorclships  that  in 
October  we  took  4,395  recruits,  in 
November  5,226,  in  December  3,798,  and 
in  January  about  6,500  recruits,  or  a  total 
of  about  20,000  recruits  in  four  months — 
that  is,  4,000  more  men  than  in  the  corre- 
sponding four  months  of  last  year,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  an  extremely  good 
recruiting  year.  I  pass  from  infantry  to 
artillery,  and  more  particularly  field 
artillery.  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have,  ever  since  they  came  into  power, 
recognised  the  very  great  importance  of 
that  branch  of  the  Army.  We  have 
already  added  no  less  than  sixteen  bat- 
teries to  the  Field  Artillery,  but  we  are 
convinced  that  a  much  larger  increase  is 
necessary.  The  part  played  by  the 
artillery  in  the  present  war  shows,  I 
think,  how  necessary  it  is  that  we  should 
be  amply  provided  in  this  respect.  There 
is  also  this  consideration — that,  having  to 
d^)end  for  our  home  Army  to  a  consider- 
able extent,  at  idl  events,  upon  auxiliary 
forces  whose  training  is  necessarily  not  as 
perfect  as  that  of  the  Regular  Army,  we 
feel  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  those 
auxiliary  forces  should  be,  if  I  may  use  a 
colloquial  and  customary  expression, 
stiff'ened  by  the  presence  of  a  large  force 
of  Regular  field  artillery.  After  sending 
out  the  artillery  of  two  army  corps  to 
South  Africa  we  have  the  field  artillery 
of  one  army  corps  left.  Our  proposal  is 
to  raise  horse  and  field  artillery  for  two 
more  army  cor|>B — that  is  ^together 
thirty-six  battenes  of  field  artillery  and 
seven  batteries  of  horse  artillery,  or  forty- 
three  batteries  altogether.  When  this 
increase  has  been  efiecbed  we  shall  at  any 
time  be  able  to  send  our  two  army  corps 
out  of  the  country  with  a  full  complement 
of  artillery,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have 
at  home  the  full  horse  and  field  artillery 
for  three  army  corps.  These  new 
batteries  will  be  formed  partly  by  a 
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small  nucleus  taken  from  existing  bafc- 
teries,  partly  from  artillerymen  left  be- 
hind by  out-going  batteries,  partly  from 
artillery  reservists,  partly  from  ex- 
artillerymen  desiring  to  rejoin  the 
Service.  We  also  propose  that  a  certain 
number  of  Volunteer  artilleiymen  should 
be  allowed  to  join  the  batteries  upon  a 
ahortoneyear'stermof  engagement.  Imay 
aiy  that  the  guns  for  these  new  batteries 
have  been  ordered,  and  that  it  is  our  in- 
tention to  add  to  the  usual  armament  of 
15-pounder  ciins  a  certain  number  of 
batteries  of  howitzers.  It  is  intended 
that  in  time  of  peace  these  batteries 
should  be  retained  as  cadres  only,  by 
which  I  mean  that  the  materiel  will  be 
always  there,  but  the  number  of  men 
would  in  time  of  emergency  have  to  be 
apecially  expanded.  I  have  only  one 
word  to  say  Mrith  regard  to  the  cavalry. 
We  require  for  the  force  I  have  indicated 
fifteen  regiments  of  cavalry.  There  are 
in  the  country  eight  regiments,  and  we 
propose  to  form  four  out  of  the  reserve 
squadrons  left  by  regiments  that  have 
gone  abroad,  and  that  the  remainder  of 
the  cavalry  force  should  be  furnished  by 
a  brigade  of  Yeomanry  specially  trained 
for  this  purpose.  We  also  propose  an 
increase  in  the  Royal  Engineers,  and  a 
considerable  increase  in  that  most  valu- 
able branch  of  the  service,  the  Army 
Service  Corps,  the  numbers  of  which  are 
certainly  insufficient  at  present.  I  |ia88 
from  the  Regular  forces  to  the  Auxiliary 
forces.  I  think  that  one  of  the  lessons  of 
this  war  has  been  to  show  us  what  a 
great  and  valuable  reserve  power  we 
possess  in  our  Auxiliary  forces.  We  have 
already  drawn  largely  on  the  Militia,  and 
I  hear  from  my  military  advisers  nothing 
but  the  warmest  commendation  both  as 
to  jhe  manner  in  which  that  call  has  been 
responded  to  and  as  to  the  excellence  of 
the  Militia  battalions  themselves.  We 
must,  I  think,  insist  upon  a  nucleus  of 
Begular  troops  for  our  home  Army,  but 
for  the  bulk  of  it  we  must  depend  on  the 
Auxiliary  forces.  I  am  sometimes  told 
that  these  forces  have  been  too  little 
taken  into  account  in  the  past.  All  I  can 
say  is  that  there  is  not  at  this  moment  a 
battalion  of  Militia  or  Volunteers  which 
has  not  got  a  place  assigned  to  it 
in  the  defensive  system  of  the 
country.  Some  of  them  are  told 
off  for  garrisons,  some  to  the  defence 
of  the  capital,  some  to  columns 
intended  for  use  at  particularly  vulner- 
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'  able  points  ;  and  nothing  is  further  from 
the  thoughts  of  the  military  authorities 
than  to  assign  to  them  an  unimportant  or 
inglorious  part  in  the  duty  of  defending 
this  country.  If  we  are  to  depend  Urgely 
on  the  Auxiliary  forces  it  seems  to  me 
that  we  cannot  take  too  great  pains,  on 
the  one  hand  to  increase  their  numbers, 
and  on  the  other  hand  to  add  to  thnr 
efficiency.  I  will  take  the  Militia  first 
A  noble  Earl  below  the  gangway  in  the 
debate  on  the  Address  expressed  his  ohi- 
viction  that  the  time  had  come  for 
embodying  the  whole  of  the  Militia.  We 
do  not  differ  from  him  in  principle.  We 
have  already  embodied  seventy-three 
battalions,  and  we  shall  embody  the 
remainder  as  soon  as  climatic  rontlitions 
render  it  possible  to  put  them  under  can- 
vas. At  this  moment  our  barracks  are 
full,  and  there  are  objections,  which,  I 
must  say,  seem  to  me  to  have  some  force, 
to  a  Urge  use  of  billeting  for  this 
purpose.  In  the  spring  we  propose 
to  form  large  camps  at  which  the 
whole  of  the  Militia  will  undei^ 
a  course  of  training.  We  shall  pay  par- 
ticular attention  to  musketry,  and  we  in- 
tend that  the  battalions  shall  be  provided, 
at  the  public  expense,  of  course,  with  the 
necessary  transport.  I  hare  of  late  had 
my  attention  a  good  deal  directed  to  the 
great  variety  in  the  payments  which  are 
made  to  different  cbisses  of  militiamen 
and  to  the  corresponding  variety  in  the 
liabilities  under  which  they  serve.  We 
have  the  ordinary  militiaman  receiWng  a 
bounty  of  £\,  for  which  he  is  liable  to 
serve  at  home ;  the  Militia  reservist,  who 
receives  another  bounty,  and  is  liable  to 
serve  out  of  the  United  Kingdom  with 
the  Lino  battalion  of  his  own  territorial 
regiment ;  and  you  have  the  special 
service  militiaman  created  under  the  Act 
of  1898,  who  also  receives  a  bounty  of 
£1  fuid  is  liable  to  be  called  out  for 
service  with  any  battalion  or  regiment. 
It  strikes  me,  in  the  first  place,  that  these 
bounties  are  not  conceived  on  a  very 
generous  scale ;  and,  in  the  next  place, 
the  conditions  of  service  are  needlessly 
complicated  and  puzzling.  This  matter 
is  not  one  which  can  be  dealt 
with  in  a  hurry ;  and  I  only 
mention  it  because  I  should  like  to 
convey  to  the  House  that  we  have 
this  matter  under  our  consideration,  uid 
that  we  shall  endeavour  to  deal  with  it 
successfully.  I  hope  in  particular  that 
we  may  find  it  possible  to  do  something 
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to  alter  the  present  position  of  the  Militia 
Reserve,  which,  though,  perhaps,  not  un- 
populftr  with  the  men  serving  in  it,  is,  I 
know,  extremely  unpopular  with  Militia 
officers.  As  immediate  steps,  we  intend 
to  give  to  the  Militia,  when  out  for 
training,  that  messins  allowance  which  is 
now  given  to  the  Line,  but  which  the 
Militia  have  not  yet  been  allowed  to  re- 
ceive. We  also  propose  to  alter  the  rule 
under  which  a  militiaman  receives  a 
bounty  of  forty-two  days  pay,  whatever  be 
the  length  of"  the  period  for  which  he  is 
embodied.  It  seems  to  us  clear  that  the 
bounty  should  vary  according  to  the  tax 
on  the  men's  time.  Then  I  hope  to  ob- 
tain an  increase  in  the  bounty  paid  to  a 
militiaman  when  he  re-enga^s,  and,  in 
addition  to  that,  I  think  we  must  offer 
inducements  to  encourage  ex-militiamen 
to  rejoin  the  force,  provided,  of  course, 
that  they  have  the  proper  physical  quali- 
fication. The  Militia  is  now  30,000  below 
its  establishment.  We  have  every  hope 
that,  by  making  the  conditions  of  service 
more  attractive,  we  shall  be  able  to  fill  up 
that  void.  With  regard  to  the  Yeomanry, 
we  shall  encourage  them  to  enrol  up  to 
their  full  establishment,  or  beyond  it,  if 
the  men  are  forthcoming.  We  propose 
that  they  shall  have  this  year  a  month's 
training  under  cam-as ;  that  they  shall  be 
provided  with  transport ;  and  that  the 
contingent  allowance  should  be  increased. 
As  to  the  future  of  the  force,  I  think  it 
will  occur  to  many  people  that  the  role 
played  by  mounted  infantry,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  Imperial  Yeomanry, 
which,  as  your  Lordships  know,  is  a  force 
of  mounted  infantry,  has  been  developed 
aa  an  offshoot  from  the  old  Yeomanry, 
suggests  that  there  may  be  room  for  im-> 
provement  in  the  organisation  of  the  Yeo- 
manry force.  But  that  is  a  matter 
which  requires  delicate  handling;  and 
I  ver^  gladly  assure  those  noble 
lords  in  this  House  who  are  con- 
nected with  the  Yeomanry  that  we 
shall  deal  with  it  in  a  cautious  and 
tactful  spirit,  and  with  every  desire  to 
carry  the  force  with  us  and  to  respect  its 
time-honoured  traditions.  I  come  now  to 
the  Volunteers.  They  have  an  establish- 
ment of  265,000  men,  and  their  present 
strength  is  221,000  or  43,000  below  the 
estabushment.  I  stated  to  the  House  the 
other  evening  that  we  intended  to  encour- 
age all  Volunteer  battcdions  to  recruit 
up  to  a  strength  of  1,000,  and  that, 
where  still  more  men  were  forthcoming. 


we  should  encourage  the  formation  of 
second  battalions,  perhaps  of  a  more 
moderate  size.  Then  we  find  that  there 
is,  in  some  Volunteer  forces,  a  great 
desire  that  a  part  of  the  battalion  should 
be  equipped  and  organised  as  mounted 
infantry.  To  that  very  laudable  wish  we 
shall  certainly  offer  no  obstacle.  We 
shall  encourage  the  movement,  and  shall 
be  prepared  to  pay  special  rates  of  capita- 
tion wherever  a  ^'olunteer  battalion  is 
able  to  provide  a  mounted  company. 
During  the  present  summer  there  will  be 
camps  at  which  the  Volunteers  ^vill 
undergo  special  training,  and  we  have 
every  hope  that  the  whole  force  may  be 
trained  at  such  camps  between  the 
months  of  May  and  August.  Musketry, 
of  course,  in  the  case  of  the  Volunteers, 
deserves  special  attention,  and  connected 
with  this  question  id  that  question  of 
ranges  about  which  I  have  been  more  than 
once  questioned  in  this  House.  Your 
Lordships  are  aware  of  the  immense  diffi- 
culties with  which  that  question  is  sur- 
rounded ;  but  I  am  not  without  hopes 
that  we  may  be  able  to  surmount  them. 
I  think  it  possible  that,  with  adequate 
precautions,  some  of  the  numerous  ranges 
which  have  lately  been  condemned  as 
unsafe  for  use  with  the  present  rifle  might 
be  made  sufficiently  safe,  at  any  rate,  at 
the  shorter  ranges ;  and  I  hope  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  carry  furth^  an  arrange- 
ment already  in  force  under  which  the 
Government  pays  a  subvention  to  corps 
whose  means  are  insufficient  to  enable 
them  to  provide  themselves  at  their 
own  expense  with  suitable  range  ac- 
commodation. Then  there  is  the 
Volunteer  artillery.  There  are  alto- 
gether ninety-eight  batteries  of  Volunteer 
artillery.  Of  these  some  are  armed  with 
guns  of  position  and  others  with  field- 
guns — 16-pounder8.  The  whole  of  these 
guns  are  not  of  a  modem  type— I  am 
afraid  most  of  them  de8er\'e  the  descrip- 
tion obsolete.  It  is  our  intention  to  re- 
arm the  Volunteer  artillery  with  modern 
guns.  To  those  now  using  guns  of 
position,  we  propose  to  give  those  semi- 
mobile  4*7  in.  guns,  which  have  done 
such  excellent  service  in  South  Africa, 
and  which  are  apparently  regarded  as  the 
most  efficient  guns  of  that  description 
which  we  can  find.  In  the  hands  of  the 
rest  we  shall  put  modern  field-guns.  The 
Volunteer  artillery  will,  like  the  rest  of 
the  Volunteers,  be  given  an  opportunity 
of  undergoing  a  special  training  during 
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the  present  summer.  Before  I  leave  this 
subject,  I  may  tell  the  noble  Lord  on  the 
cross  benches  (the  Earl  of  Wemyss)  that 
we  are  quite  prepared  to  encourage  a  pro- 
posal in  which  I  know  he  takes  a  keen 
personal  interest — the  proposal  that  Volun- 
teers who  have  served  for  a  certain 
number  of  years  in  a  Volunteer  corps 
should  be  allowed  to  emvl  themselves  as 
Volunteer  reservists,  and  be  given  a  grant 
of  ammunition  and  facilities  for  using 
ranges.  There  is  only  one  reservation 
which  I  must  make  as  to  that.  We  must 
lie  careful,  in  giving  eftect  to  a  scheme  of 
this  kind,  to  do  nothing  which  would 
interfere  with  the  existing  Vohmteer 
battalions.  We  have  done  what  I  think 
is  a  reasonable  thing  under  the  circum- 
stances. AVe  have  issued  a  circular  to 
Volunteer  officers  asking  them  to  give  us 
the  benefit  of  their  advice  as  to  the  con- 
ditions under  which  this  proposal  might 
bo  carried  out.  One  word  with  regara  to 
the  Militia  and  Volunteer  officers.  We 
think  that  they  should  be  given  further 
facilities  for  attending  courses  of  instruc- 
tion, and  that  this  should  be  done  under 
financial  conditions  which  will  absolutely 
safeguard  them  against  any  inroad  on 
their  own  private  means.  I  may  also 
say  that  I  am  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
make  an  arrangement  under  which  there 
will  be  appointed  to  the  Headquarters 
Staff  of  the  Army  an  officer  or  officers 
having  special  and  practical  familiarity 
with  uie  administration  of  the  auxiliary 
foi-ces,  who  will  be  able  to  guide 
and  inform  us  as  to  their  peculiar  wants 
and  requirements.  I  trust  that  by 
measures  of  this  kind  we  shall  be  able  to 
add  considerably  to  the  popularity  of  the 
Yeomanry,  Militia,  and  Volunteers ;  but 
there  is  another  source  from  which  I  think 
we  may  fairly  look  for  a  temporary  acces- 
sion to  the  military  strength  of  this 
country.  There  are  amongst  us  in  civil 
life  a  very  large  number  of  men  who  have 
completed  the  full  time  of  service  with 
the  colours  and  the  Reserve.  A  great 
many  of  these  men  are  still  in  the  prime 
of  life.  A  soldier  who  enlists  at  eighteen 
and  completes  his  twelve  years  service 
with  the  colours  and  the  Reserve,  is  only 
thirty  when  he  becomes  a  civilian.  We 
are  under  the  impression  that  there  must 
be  somewhere  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
170,000  men  between  the  ages  of  twenty- 
five  and  forty-five  upon  whom  we  might 
draw  for  a  special  force  for  service  in  this 
country  at  the  present  moment.  SVe  pro- 
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pose  to  open  the  door  to  these  men.  We 
propose  to  ask  them  to  come  to  us  for  an 
engagement  of  one  year,  and  for  home 
service  only.  We  shall,  of  course,  give 
them  a  certain  bounty  for  doing  so,  and 
if,  as  we  hope,  they  come  forward  in  con- 
siderable numbers,  we  shall  form  special 
reserve  battalions  of  these  men.  Of 
course  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  prediiA 
the  number  in  which  these  men  may  be 
forthcoming,  and  the  success  of  the  experi- 
ment will  depend  a  great  deal  on  the  ex- 
tent to  which  they  are  influenced  by  the 
great  wave  of  patriotic  feeling  which  is 
now  sweeping  over  this  country.  We 
shall  do  our  best  to  make  their  short  term 
of  service  as  attractive  and  as  little 
onerous  to  them  as  possible.  They  are 
men  who  have  all  learnt  their  business  as 
soldiers ;  and  in  their  case,  therefore,  it 
will  be  possible  to  dispense  with  those 
initial  stages  of  the  soldier's  traiuing 
which  are,  I  imagine,  most  irksome  to 
them.  We  shall  commence  in  the  most 
promising  centres ;  and  if,  as  I  hope,  we 
succeed  in  obtaining  a  considerable 
number  of  men,  we  shall  have  in  this  new 
reserve  force  a  most  valuable  body  from 
which  to  fill  up  in  the  home  battalions 
any  gaps  which  may  be  created  by  the 
withdrawal  of  troops  for  service  in 
South  Africa.  It  will,  of  course, 
occur  to  your  Lordships  that  for  these 
battalions,  and  also  for  the  new  Line 
battalions  and  new  batteries  of  artillery 
which  we  intend  to  raise,  we  shall  want  a 
large  number  of  officers,  and  I  frankly  con- 
fess to  the  House  that  the  difficulty  of 
obtaining  officers  in  the  proper  number 
and  of  the  proper  quality  seems  to  me  to 
be  one  of  the  most  serious,  if  not  the  most 
serious,  with  which  we  have  to  contend. 
We  expect  to  draw  them  partly  from  the 
Reserve  of  Officers,  of  whom  there  are,  I 
think,  now  1,700,  and  for  the  rest  we 
must  depend  upon  promotions  in  the 
higher  nuiks,  accompanied,  of  course,  by 
the  admission  of  a  very  lai^  number  o£ 
officers  of  subaltern  rank  in  the  lower. 
With  this  object  we  intend  to  offer  com- 
missions to  the  Militia  and  Vohmteers,  to 
the  Universities,  and  a  small  number  to 
the  public  schools.  We  also  intend  to 
ofier  commissions  to  the  colonies,  from 
whom  we  have  already  received  many 
excellent  officers,  and  I  am  sure  any  one 
who  knows,  as  I  know,  anything  about 
the  Military  College  at  Kingston,  Canada, 
will  not  doubt  tha,t  officers  taken  from 
that  source  are  worthy  to  take  their  fJaoe 
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by  the  side  of  the  very  best  officers  of  our 
Army.  My  Lords,  amongst  our  other 
proposals  now  being  carried  out  is  one 
dealing  with  the  question  of  the  stores 
and  munitions  of  war  of  all  kinds.  As  to 
that,  I  do  not  think  I  need  say  any  more 
than  that  we  have  adopted  it  for  our 
policy,  not  only  to  replace  the  lat^  in- 
roads which  have  been  made  upon  our 
stores  of  all  sorts,  1>ut  also  to  build  up  the 
Reserves  upon  a  much  ampler  scale  than 
has  hitherto  been  autfaoriwd.  We  hare 
been  struck  by  the  inadequacy  of  our 
reserves  of  many  kinds  of  stores,  and  we 
are  determined  that  we  shall  no  longer  be 
open  to  that  reproach.  I  have  omitted 
to  mention  one  other  point,  which  is  that 
we  hope  to  add  to  tne  number  of  men 
serving  in  our  Line  battalions  upon  the 
three  years  engagement.  The  num- 
ber at  pi'esent  of  three  years  men  is 
limited,  I  think,  to  100  men  in  each 
battalion.  We  attach  great  importance  to 
this  variation  in  the  period  of  service,  and 
for  two  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  we 
believe  that  in  taking  men  on  the  three 
years  term  we  tap  a  dififerent  stratum  of 
recruits,  men  who  will  not  accept  liability 
for  a  longer  period  of  service.  But  that 
is  not  all.  The  three  years  men  contri- 
bute much  more  rapidly  to  the  Reserve 
than  the  men  who  stay  longer  with  the 
colours,  and  we  all  know  what  an  invalu- 
able stand-by  the  Reserve  has  been  to  us 
during  these  operations.  I  think  I  am 
right  in  saying  that,  whereas  100  three 
years  men  contribute  about  90  men  to 
the  Reserve,  100  men  who  serve  seven 
years  only  contribute  25.  It  is,  there- 
fore, quite  obvious  that  as  a  machine  for 
manufacturing  Reservists  the  three  years 
men  are  much  more  valuable  than  men 
who  ^erve  for  a  longer  term.  I  have 
given  to  your  Lordships,  as  I  had 
promised  the  noble  Earl  I  would,  an  out- 
line, and  only  an  outline,  of  our  proposals. 
I  may,  perhaps,  now  be  allowed  to  sum- 
marise m  half-a-dozen  words  the  more  im- 
portant features  of  those  proposals.  They 
involve  a  very  lai^ge  increase  indeed  to 
our  artillery — ^to  the  R^ular  artillery,  and 
an  addition  to  the  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teer artillery.  They  also  involve  a  con- 
siderable addition  to  the  force  of  mounted 
men  available  in  the  Army.  There  is, 
thirdly,  the  proposal  which  I  sketched 
just  now  for  the  employment  of  ex-soldiers 
in  short  service  battalions  to  be  employed 
at  home  for  one  rear  only.  That  seems 
to  me  what  might  be  described  aa  an 


emergency  measure — a  change  of  the  very 
greatest  value.  Fourthly,  we  have  a 
number  of  minor  steps,  all  to  bo  taken  in 
the  hope  that  they  will  increase  the  popu- 
larity and  efficiency  of  the  Reserve  forces. 
The  details  of  these  latter  proposals,  I 
have  no  doubt,  may  strike  some  of  your 
Lordships  as  trivial,  but  I  do  not  think 
they  will  so  strike  those  who  have  been 
at  all  familiar  with  the  administration  of 
the  Militia  and  Volunteers.  We  know 
that  it  is  Uiese  small  matters  that  make  a 

rt  difference  to  the  contentment  of 
force.  My  Lords,  I  may  be 
asked  to  state  before  I  sit  down 
what  addition  to  the  numbers  we 
expect  to  get  as  a  result  of  the  changes 
which  I  have  indicated.  The  question  is 
not  an  easy  one  to  answer,  because  it  is 
quite  clear  that,  relying  as  we  do  upon 
offering  certain  inducements,  we  can  only 
conjecture  the  extent  to  which  these  in- 
ducements will  be  successful  in  achieving 
the  desired  purpose.  But  I  may  say  this, 
that  whereas  the  deficiency  in  the 
Auxiliary  forces — where  they  fall  below 
their  establishment — is  76,000,  we  are 
hopeful  that  if  we  cannot  make  up  the 
whole  of.  that  deficiency  we  shall  at  least 
reduce  the  deficiency  by  50,000  men. 
From  the  new  line  battalions,  from  the 
new  batteries  of  artillery,  from  the  forces 
of  Engineers  and  Array  Service  Corps,, 
from  the  additional  three-years  men,  and 
from  the  additional  cavalry,  we  hope  to 
draw  about  30,000  men,  and  if  it  should 
be  the  case  that  we  succeed  in  inducing 
the  ex-soldiers  of  whom  I  spoke  just  now 
to  accept  our  terms  in  considerable 
numljers  I  do  not  think  it  is  inconceivable 
that  20,000  might  be  persuaded  to  accept 
service.  If  these  anticipations— and  they 
are  mere  conjectures — are  realised,  we 
may  look  forward  to  100,000  men  as 
being  the  gross  outcome  of  the  proposed 
changes.  Before  I  sit  down  may  I  say 
one  word  on  two  omissions  in  my  state- 
ment which  I  duv  say  your  Lordships 
have  noticed.  I  said  very  little  about 
organic  changes.  Where  I  have  referred 
to  them  I  have  merely  indicated  the  direc- 
tion in  which  pur  thoughts  were  moving. 
I  do  not  think  that  it  can  be  expected  of 
us  that  in  the  midst  of  a  war  such  as  that 
in  which  we  are  engaged  we  should 
attempt  to  carry  out  great  organic 
changes.  Your  Lordships  may  also  nave 
noticed  that  throughout  these  remarks  I 
have  not  once  rdierred  to  the  words 
ballot,  or  conscription,  or  compulsion. 
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I  have  once  or  twice  had  occasion  to 
apeak  to  your  Lordships  on  that  aubject, 
And  I  have  always  said  that  it  seemed  to 
me  that  the  time  might  come  when  we 
should  have  to  resort  to  compulsion  in 
some  form.  I  have  also  said  that  in  my 
belief  it  would  be  profoundly  distastefid 
to  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  this 
■country,  and  that  we  can  only  resort  to 
it  after  all  other  attempts  to  obtain  the 
necessary  number  of  men  had  failed.  At 
this  moment,  when  men  are  coming  for- 
ward spontaneously  in  great  numbers, 
wlien  there  is  an  amount  of  enthusiasm,  a 
general  and  widespread  desire  throughout 
the  Empire  to  bear  a  part  in  its  defence, 
I  do  not  think  that  this  is  a  time  for 
talking  about  compulsion  in  any  form. 
What  I  venture  to  think  is  wanted  at  the 
present  time  is  not  compulsion  but  en- 
couragement. That  encouragement  we 
propose  to  give  in  the  most  ungrudging 
spirit,  and  we  believe  that  we  shall  be 
met  half-way  by  the  patriotism  and  reso- 
lution of  the  people  of  this  country. 

Lord  SALTOUN  :  My  Lords,  I  do 
not  rise  to  make  a  speech,  but  simply  to 
ask  for  a  word  of  explanation  as  to  the 
Artillery.  I  did  not  understand  whether 
they  were  to  be  armed  with  the  present 
Id-pounders  or  with  more  modem  quick- 
firing  guns. 

*The  NUrqubss  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
They  mil  be  armed  with  15-pounderB  of 
the  latest  and  most  modem  type. 

Lord  WANTAGE:  My  Lords,  I 
merely  rise  to  express  regret  that  the 
noble  Marquess,  in  the  course  of  his 
excellent  and  lucid  explanation,  did  not 
give  the  House  more  information  on  the 
subject  of  the  mobility  of  our  Army,  which, 
in  my  opinion,  can  only  be  increased  by 
increasing  the  number  of  mounted 
infantry.  I  feel  satisfied,  whatever  may 
be  done,  that  the  Yeomaniy  will  never  be 
persuaded  to  become  mounted  infantry.  I 
think  if  the  experts  who  are  now  serving 
in  South  Africa  could  tell  us  what  is  the 
lesson  mostleamedin  ourcampaign  against 
these  two  Republics  it  would  be  the 
advantage  the  Boers  had  obtained  from 
being  able  to  move  their  trooM  rapidly 
from  one  place  to  another.  The  noble 
Marquess  alluded  to  this  subject  very 
shortly,  but  I  should  have  been  glad  if  he 
had  been  able  to  toll  ua  something  more 
definite  and  resolute  with  regarato  it 
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The  statement  which  has  just  been  made 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  is 
to  me,  and  I  believe  to  every  Member  iu 
the  House,  most  gratifying.  The  noble 
Marquess  has  described  the  most  extra- 
ordinai^  feat  which  has  been  achieved  in 
conveying  this  large  force  from  England 
to  South  Africa  without,  I  believe,  the  loss 
of  a  single  life,  with  hardly  any  loss  of 
stores,  and  very  few  losses  of  transport, 
cavalry,  and  other  animals.  I  think  the 
next  most  interesting  thing  he  told  us  was 
that  we  had  still  a  large  force  under 
command  at  home  which  might  still  be 
used  in  South  Africa.  These  are  facts 
which  give  us  the  greatest  confidence. 
The  next  point  on  which  I  shoidd  be  glad 
to  hear  the  noble  Marquess's  opinion 
is  whether  some  system — it  has  beesi 
often  advocated  in  this  House  and  in  the 
other  House — ^might  be  adopted  by  which 
all  children  in  schools  which  are  deriving 
State  aid  in  teaching  should  be  called 
upon  to  learn  some  form  of  militarr 
teaching  from  men  with  a  perfect  know- 
ledge of  the  matter.  That,  I  beliere, 
would  be  one  of  the  most  useful  steps 
that  could  be  taken.  Difficulties  have,  I 
understand,  arisen  between  the  Wnr 
Of&ce  and  the  Education  Department 
which  have  hitherto  prevented  such  a 
system  being  adopted.  Only  yesterday 
I  saw  in  the  newspapers  a  statement  made 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wood,  head  master  of 
Harrow,  in  which  he  says— 

"  Daring  the  past  year  the  school  had  done 
well  in  most  branches  of  school  life.  He  did  not 
know  whether  the  pei>j>le  of  this  couatrj'  were 
within  roeasniable  distitace  of  coDscnptiou. 
but  at  Harrow  they  were  ^ing  to  irapoee  on 
Harrovians  a  form  of  conacnption  by  compelling 
all  boys  over  fifteen  heaoeforth  to  join  the  n6e 
corps." 

I  do  not  call  that  conscription,  but  I 
should  be  very  glad  to  see  it  extended 
throughout  our  educational  establish- 
ments. The  statement  of  the  noble 
Marquess  was  very  lucid,  but  it  extended 
over  so  much  ground  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  discuss  it  at  present  in  all  its 
bearings.  We  can  consider  it  at  our 
leisure  and  see  what  may  be  done  to 
amend  and  improve  it. 

Viscount  GAL  WAY :  My  Lords,  I 
think  the  time  to  enter  into  the  whole 
question  of  the  Yeomanry  will  be  when 
we  have  the  full  report  of  the  officers  now 
commanding  in  South  Africa  as  to  the 
service  of  this  arm  in  the  field.   But  for 
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the  time  being  we  have  to  make  our- 
selves as  efficient  as  possible.  I  under- 
stood— I  am  not  quite  sure  whether 
rightly  or  wrongly — -from  the  state- 
ment of  the  noole  Marquess  that 
he  proposed  that  the  Yeomanry  should 
go  out  this  year  for  a  month.  He 
also  said  that  a  special  grant  was  going 
to  be  given  for  mounted  infantnr 
in  connection  with  the  Volunteers.  It 
costs  the  Yeomanry  a  large  amount  of 
money  to  go  out  even  for  fourteen  days 
training,  and  under  canvas  it  will  cost 
more.  If  the  Yeomanry  are  to  go  out 
for  a  month,  and  at  the  same  time  recruit 
to  increase  their  numbers,  I  would  urge 
upon  my  noble  friend  the  absolute 
necessity  that  the  question  of  Yeomanry 
horses  should  be  ta^en  into  consideration, 
and  some  allowance  given  for  this  pur- 
pose. If  we  are  to  increase  our  numbers 
we  shall  have  men  who  can  ride  and 
shoot,  but  who  are  not  in  a  position  to 
keep  horses  for  themselves,  wbich  is 
necessary  at  the  present  time.  I  am  sure 
we  are  all  anxious  to  do  our  best  to 
promote  the  efficiency  of  the  Auxiliary 
forces.  We  know  thoroughly  the  feeling 
of  those  with  whom  we  have  worked  for 
many  years,  and  it  might,  I  think,  tend 
to  the  smoother  and  better  working  of 
the  scheme  sketched  out  by  the  noble 
Marquess  if  we  were  enabled  to  make 
suggestions  when  it  comes  to  details.  If 
we  do  recruit  up  to  our  maximum  strength 
I  hope  it  will  not  be  a  case  of  recruiting 
in  a  hurry,  and  throwing  the  men  over  in 
six  months  or  a  year.  If  that  is  done  it 
will  do  more  to  discourage  than  to  en- 
courage them. 

Lord  BLYTHSWOOD  :  My  Lords,  I 
rise  to  say  a  few  words  with  r^ard  to 
the  Volunteer  force,  and  to  make  a  sug- 
gestion. It  is  evident  that  if  you  were 
to  call  out  any  large  number  of  Volunteers 
you  would  be  interfering  with  a  number 
of  trades  and  businesses,  and  it  has  struck 
me  that  what  we  require  are  service 
battalions,  officered  by  Regulars,  one  of 
which  should  bo  provided  by  each  five 
battalions  of  Volunteers.  Each  company 
might  be  quartered  at  some  centre,  and 
should  have  a  month's  training  each  year, 
for  which  they  should  be  paid.  You 
would  then  have  a  service  wttalion  fed 
by  five  battalicms  which  would  be  able  to 
move  to  any  part  of  the  country,  and 
which  would  be  very  valuable  indeed  if 
the  Volunteers  were  to  be  called  out.  As 


to  the  Artillery,  I  hope  that  the  arma- 
ments for  the  Volunteers,  as  well  as  for 
the  Militia,  will  be  of  the  latest  and  best 
pattern,  and  that  the  force  will  be  kept 
efficient  in  horses  and  men  throughout  the 
year. 

The  Earl  of  DUNRAVEN  :  My 

Lords,  it  is  impossible  to  adequately 
discuss  the  interesting  statement  which 
has  been  made  to-night  by  the  noble 
Marquess  without  having  some  little  time 
to  consider  and  digest  it,  and  as  I  have  no 
doubt  the  House  would  like  to  discuss  it 
later  on  I  shall  certainly  p(»tpone  any 
remarks  I  might  like  to  make.  I  will 
only  ask  the  noble  Marquees  whether  he 
will  consider  the  advisability  of  laying  the- 
facts  and  figures  he  has  mentioned  on  the 
Table  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper,  and 
having  them  printed  and  circulated.  I 
was  delighted  to  hear  that  the  Volunteer 
artillery  are  to  be  armed  with  modem 
instead  of  obsolete  guns,  but  the  noble 
Marquess  made  no  mention  whatever  of 
the  Militia  artillery.  I  do  not  know 
exactly  the  nature  of  the  weapon  with 
which  they  are  armed  at  present,  but  if 
there  is  any  intention  of  supplying  them 
with  more  modern  guns  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  it. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  My  Lords,  I 
have  no  intention,  even  if  I  were  able,  of 
entering  into  a  detailed  criticism  of  the- 
proposals  of  the  noble  Marquess.  I  will 
confine  myself  to  their  practicability.  I 
think  the  weak  point  in  the  Marquess's- 
observations  was  contained  in  a  very 
pregnant  sentence  towards  the  close  of  his 
speech.  After  giving  certain  results  that- 
he  hoped  to  obtain  in  the  way  of  recruidn^. 
he  said  all  this  was  mere  conjecture. 
Then  it  seems  to  me  that  the  whole 
scheme  of  the  noble  Marqu^  as  re^irda- 
practical  results,  rests  on  mere  conjecture. 
The  noble  Marquess  said  that  recruiting 
forthe  last  few  months  had  been  eminently 
satisfactory.  Naturally,  it  would  be 
eminently  satisfactory,  for  the  country  is 
now  in  a  very  hot  fit,  and  I  hope  it  may 
remain  In  a  hot  fit,  at  any  rate  until  the 
war  is  ended.  But  it  is  common  experi- 
ence that  a  hot  fit  is  succeeded  by  a  cold 
fit,  and  then  recruiting  may  not  be  so- 
Batisfadiory.  So  recently  as  July  last 
the  noble  Marquess  stated  in  this  House 
that  the  recruiting  returns  for  the  last 
few  months  had  been  c<Hn{>aratlvely  dis- 
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Appointing.    The  noble  Marquess  said  in 

We  are  endeavouring  to  increase  the  Array 
by  25,000  men,  and  of  these  we  had,  the 
beginning  of  the  year,  succeeded  in  obtaining 
12,000 ;  ^000  of  these,  it  is  true,  we  obtained 
from  the  Armj  Reaerre.  Attliis  moment  we 
are  making  little  or  no  pn^ress  in  bringing 
about  that  augmentation  of  the  strength  of 
the  Army  whitm  we  had  hoped  to  elfect  within 
three  years  from  the  time  when  it  was  sane- 
tionea  ly  Fwliament." 

It  dora  not  seem  to  me  that  the  noble 
Marquess  has  a  great  deal  to  go  upon 
when  he  suggests  that  we  shall  have  any- 
thing like  an  addition  of  100,000  men  of 
all  aims  as  a  result  of  the  scheme  now 
laid  before  the  House.  It  appears  to  me 
that  the  noble  Marquess  has  grappled 
very  insufficiently  with  this  great  question 
■of  recruiting.  I  dare  say  some  of  his  pro- 
posals \nll  result  in  an  increase  in  the 
number  of  recniits.  But  I  notice,  for 
instance,  he  does  not  say  one  single  word 
with  regard  to  increasing  the  inducements 
to  enlist  in  the  direction  I  have  often 
suggested  to  him  in  this  House  and  out 
of  it— namely,  in  the  direction  of  giv- 
ing a  man,  while  he  is  with  the  colours, 
such  an  education  and  training  as  will 
make  him  moro  efficient,  and  not  less 
efficient,  to  earn  a  livelihood  in  the  open 
market  when  he  has  completed  his  term 
of  service.  This  is  no  doubt  a  very  big 
question,  but  I  hope  it  will  receiA'e  the 
serious  consideration  of  the  noble 
Marquess.  There  is  another  matter.  If 
we  have  the  large  increase  of  the  Army 
which  is  anticipated,  how  is  it  proposed 
to  accommodate  the  men  ?  The  noble 
Marquess  has  stated  that  the  barracks  are 
now  full,  but  he  has  not  suggested  an^ 
large  scheme,  although  I  suppose  there  is 
one  in  the  air,  for  building  new  ones. 
Again,  the  noble  Marquess  said  it  would 
i)e  very  difficult  to  get  officers  for  the 
Volunteers  and  the  Militia.  I  doubt 
myself  whether  he  will  not  find  it  still 
more  difficult  to  fill  up  the  ranks  in 
thorn  forces  when  the  war  is  brought,  as 
I  hope  it  will  be  at  no  distant  time,  to  a 
successful  conclusion,  and  when  the 
laudably  hot  fit  is  succeeded,  as  no  doubt 
it  will  be,  by  a  colder  fit.  I  have  not 
made  these  remarks  in  any  spirit  of 
hostility  to  the  suggestions  of  the  noble 
Marquess,  which  were,  perhaps,  as  good 
as  was  possible  under  the  circumstances. 
I  merely  say  that  it  does  seem  to  me  that' 
ithere  are  many  prabtieal  difficulties  in  the 
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way  of  carrying  out  a  scheme  which  does 
not  appear  to  be  larger  than  is  necessary 
for  the  defence  of  the  country. 

Eakl  BROWNLOW:  My  Lords,  I 
desire  to  say  a  word  or  two  with  reg^tid 

to  the  Vohinteers.  A  great  deal  has  Seen 
said  about  the  artillery  and  increasing  the 
number  of  Volunteers,  but  not  one  word 
has  been  uttered  as  to  the  transport.  I 
am  perfectly  aware  that  it  is  proposed  to 
try  an  experiment  in  this  direction,  but 
at  the  same  time  that  experiment  is 
rather  a  small  one,  and,  if  I  may  say  so, 
rather  a  half-hearted  one.  I  trust  that  in 
carrying  out  the  proposals  he  has  brought 
before  the  House,  the  noble  Marjaess 
will  not  omit  to  give  his  1>e8t  consiaera* 
tion  to  the  exceedingly  important  ques- 
tion of  transport.  I  agree  with  my  noble 
friend  Lortf  Wantage  that  it  is  most 
important  that  drill  and  the  theory  of 
shooting  should  be  taught  in  our  schools, 
and  the  boys  might  even  be  allowed  to 
practise  shooting  with  great  ad^'antage  to 
themselves  and  without  danger  to  their 
neighbours.  I  do  not  think,  however, 
that  this  is  a  matter  in  which  the  AVar 
Office  can  take  the  initiative,  but  I  hope 
that  when  any  scheme  is  laid  before  them 
the  noble  Marquess  will  see  his  way  to 
give  it  his  most  kindly  consideration. 

The  Earl  of  KIMBERLEY;  My 
Lords,  I  have  not  the  slightest  intention 
of  going  into  the  details  of  the  scheme 
which  the  noble  Marquess  has  so  clearly 
explained,  but  I  wish  to  say  a  word  upon 
one  or  two  points.  Although  I  entirely 
recognise  the  necessity  of  having  recourse 
to  immediate  expedients  in  oider  to 
supply  the  forces  that  are  necessary  for 
the  defence  of  the  country  at  the  present 
time,  and  to  supply  any  additional  re 
inforcements  that  may  be  required  during 
the  progress  of  the  war  in  South  Africa, 
I  hope  that  this  will  l>e  kept  in  mind — 
that,  as  far  as  possible,  subject  of  course 
to  these  two  essential  considerations,  the 
arrangements  made  will  be  such  as  will 
facilitate  further  changes  which  hereafter 
we  shall  come  to  consider  in  regard  to  the 
.  general  organisation  of  our  forces.  Othcr- 
'  wise,  some  of  the  temporary  arrangements 
I  made,  instead  of  facilitating  the  further 
:  changes  that  may  be  necessary,  mi^bt 
stand  in  their  way.  One  other  observation 
is  this.  Although  I  have  never  taken  any 
part  in  the  subject  of  the  military  organi- 
sation of  this  country,  I  have  always  felt 
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a  strong  desire  that  the  Militia  force 
akouid  be  made  thomiighly  efficient^  and 
I  do  not  see  why  at  the  present  moment, 
«Ten  though  we  hare  to  make  Tarious 
temporary  arrangements,  we  cannot  con- 
sider it  an  opportune  time  for  placing  the 
Militia  on  a  thoroughly  permanent  and 
efficient  footing.  It  is  a  force  that  stands 
lietween  the  Regular  forces  and  the 
V^olunteers,  and  it  is,  to  my  mind,  the 
force  upon  which  you  must  eventually 
depend  for  the  defence  of  this  country  in 
those  cases— I  am  afraid  that  with  the 
extension  of  our  re^mnsibilities  they  will 
happen  more  often— where  you  may  be 
obliged  to  send  away  a  very  large  pait  of 
rour  Regular  forces.  You  ought  to  have 
a  thoroughly  efficient  Militia,  both  as 
regards  numbers  and  organisation.  I 
have  no  desire  to  enter  upon  the  question 
of  what  future  changes  in  our  organisation 
may  be  found  desirable ;  but  at  this 
moment,  when  the  country  has  a  great 
inclination  to  support  you  in  any  measure 
for  the  increase  of  our  military  strength, 
I  cannot  see  any  reason  why  this  occasion 
should  not  be  taken  for  placing  the 
Militia  on  that  permanent  footing  of 
efficiency  which  I  have  long  desired  to  see 
it  attain. 

Earl  NELSON :  My  Lords,  as  the 
noble  Lord  has  drawn  our  attention  to 
the  Militia  I  am  particularly  reminded  of 
the  fact  that  I  was  present  in  this  House, 
many  years  ago,  when  the  great  Duke  of 
Wellington  made  a  speech  in  reference  to 
a  proposal  of  the  Government  of  the  day 
to  organise  and  call  out  the  Militia.  It 
was  the  last  speech  the  Duke  of  Welling- 
ton made  in  this  House,  and  it  was  a  very 
short  one.    He  said — 

"  My  Lord?,  the  Militia  i&  a  ponstitutioQal 
force.  The  battle  of  Waterloo,  that  battle  of 
j^tanlK,  waa  {ought  by  MUitiauien." 

Your  Lordships  will  find  that  speech  in 
Hnnitard.  As  the  noble  Duke  sat  down 
he  said,  in  my  hearing — 

'*lt  wtukld  liave  )>e«n  A  Very  Atttefvttt  thing 

XJta4  hs^  my  'il'l  ^nitv  " 


I 


uut  milv  to  the  value 
^»plement  to  the 
-^«rti^p{Jiaving 


AXHV:  My 
t  tin;  words 
thL^  noble 


Marquess  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  in  regard  to  the  Militia  will  be 
heard  with  esctreme  pleasure  by  that 
force.  For  some  years  the  Militia  have, 
if  I  may  use  the  term,  been  under  a  cloud, 
but  they  have  come  through  the  present 
crisis  with  success  and  with  satisfaction 
to  the  public.  The  noble  Marquess  in  his 
statement  said  that  Volunteer  artillery- 
men were  to  be  allowed,  under  certain 
circumstances,  to  undergo  a  year's  training 
with  the  batteries  of  the  Regular  artillery 
about  to  be  raised.  I  do  not  think  he 
said  anything  with  regard  to  the 
possibility  of  Alilitta  artillerymen  being 
allowed  any  privileges  in  that  respect. 
I  would  venture  to  hope  that  the 
opportunity  which  is  to  be  given 
to  the  Volunteer  artillery  in  this 
direction  should  also  be  given  to 
the  Militia  artillery.  The  Volunteer 
artillery  are,  quite  rightly,  going  to  be 
supplied  with  new  guns  of  the  best 
pattern.  I  venture  to  think  that  the 
Militia  are  in  even  greater  want  of  new 
guns  than  the  Volimteers,  and  I  trust 
that  the  Militia  artillery  will  be  included 
in  any  scheme  of  rearmament.  The  noble 
Marquess's  remarks  \nth  regard  to  the 
simplification  and  amplification  of  the 
Militia  bounty  and  pay  will  be  received 
with  gratification  by  that  force.  The 
subject  is  a  somewhat  complicated  one  at 
present.  The  question  of  ranges  is,  per- 
haps, one  of  the  most  important  of  all 
the  subjects  raised  to-night,  and  I  hope 
that  care  will  be  taken  that  there  shall  be 
no  undue  extension  of  overground  ranges  ; 
otherwise  it  will  be  quite  as  dangerous  to 
move  about  country  districts  as  it  is  at 
the  present  moment  on  the  veldt  in  South 
Africa.  I  believe  that  in  many  cases  a 
very  efficient  system  of  shooting  might  be 
introduced  by  the  adoption  of  under- 
ground ranges  for  Morris  tube  practice. 

Lord  TWEEDMOUTH  :  My  Lords, 
I  should  like  to  say  a  word  with  regard 
to  the  subject  of  ranges,  which  has  just 
been  raised  by  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Granby).  One  thing  that 
has  been  made  apparent  during  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  four  months  is  the 
strength  in  defence  of  a  mobile  force  oi 
men  who  know  the  country  and  who  are 
good  shots.  I  do  not  l>elievo  our 
opponents,  the  Boers,  are  anything  more 
than  fairly  good  shots.  The  difficulty  of 
providing  ranges  owing  to  the  new  riHe 
has,    in    my    opinion,    been  greatly 
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exaggerated.  In  the  first  place  a  man 
can  learn  the  best  part  of  rifle  shooting 
by  shooting  at  short  ranges.  In  old  days, 
when  you  had  a  rifle  with  a  considerable 
recoil,  there  was  a  great  deal  to  be  said 
in  favour  of  making  a  man  shoot  with 
the  full  charge  he  would  have  on  service, 
so  as  to  accustom  him  to  the  recoil ;  but 
in  these  days,  when  the  recoil  of  the  rifle 
has  disappeared,  any  man  who  is  gifted 
by  providence  w  ith  good  sight  can  very 
quickly  be  taught  to  aim  correctly  at  the 
target.  What  is  difficult  is  to  teach  men 
how  to  let  off  the  rifle.  It  is  not  a 
question  of  aim,  but  a  question  of  holding 
the  rifle  absolutely  still  while  the  trigger 
is  pressed.  All  the  necessary  knowledge 
of  letting  off  a  rifle  can  be  taught  at  100 
yards  ran^e  just  as  well  as  at  1,000  yards. 
If  you  will  insist  that  no  man  shall  be 
allowed  to  dioot  at  a  long  range  until  he 
can  shoot  strai^t  at  a  short  ranjse  you 
will  have  gone  a  long  way  towards  the 
solution  of  safe  rifle  ranges ;  because,  if  a 
man  really  can  shoot  straight,  I  do  not 
think  he  is  very  likely  to  miss  the  butt 
which  protects  the  targets,  even  at  the 
most  dangerous  ranges.  If  you  will 
insist  that  vour  tyro  in  shooting  should 
fire  at  small  targets  at  short  ranges  he 
will  quickly  become  a  very  efficient  shot. 
So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  from 
what  I  have  read  in  the  newspapers,  all 
the  effective  rifle  fire  in  the  present  war 
has  been  rifle  fire  at  shore  range.  If  our 
soldiers  are  made  good  shots  at  short 
ranges  I  do  not  think  there  will  be  any 
difficulty  in  supplying  the  whole  country 
with  ranges. 

The  Earl  of  WEMYSS  :  My  Lords, 
I  do  not  propose  to  enter  into  a  discussion 
of  the  proposals  of  my  noble  friend.  All 
I  wish  to  say  is  that  this  is  the  greatest 
opportunity  that  has  occurred  in  my  life- 
time for  putting  our  military  resources 
upon  a  sound  foundation.  I  venture  to 
think  that  my  noble  friend  has  failed  to 
do  this.  The  noUe  Marquess  has  given 
us  really  the  play  of  "Hamlet"  with  Hamlet 
blotted  out.  He  is  building  garrets  and 
upper  storeys,  and  putting  on  the  chimney- 
pots, but  he  is  neglecting  to  look  after  the 
foundation  of  our  military  system.  What 
is  its  foundation!  I  heard  with  the 
greatest  satisfaction  the  remarks  which 
feU  from  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of 
the  Opposition  (the  Earl  of  Kimberley). 
He  told  us  what  the  foundation  of  our 
military  system  is — ^namely,  a  permanent 
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and  full  Militia.  There  is  only  one  way 
of  making  that  Militia  full — I  appeal  to 
my  noble  hiend  and  the  illustrious  Duke 
near  me  (the  Duke  of  Cambridge)  to  bear 
me  out — and  that  is  by  enforcing  the 
existing  Militia  Law  which  you  annually 
suspend.  I  feel  so  strongly  that  this  ia 
the  time  when  the  peode  are  prepared  to 
accept  anything  which  will  make  the 
nation  permanently  secure  that  I  propose, 
on  some  convenient  day  next  week,  to 
move  the  following  resolution,  and  I  hope 
to  get  the  noble  Earl  the  Leader  of  the 
Opposition  to  second  it — namely : 

**  That  this  Hous^  having  heard  the 
proposals  of  the  GloTemment  for  strength- 
ening our  military  fwces  and  arma- 
ments, is  of  opinion  that^  inasmuch  as  our 
military  system  rests  on  the  Militia  ballot, 
it  is  essentia],  looking  to  military  efficiency 
and  the  permanent  Mfety  of  our  country, 
that  the  ancient  constitutional  law  of  com- 
pulsory  service  for  home  defence,  and 
home  defence  only,  be  at  once  put  in  force 
in  such  modified  form  as  will  effect  ita 
purpose  without  weighing  unduly  upon 
the  people." 

Loiu>  BAGLAN :  My  Lords,  I  rise  to 
express  the  hope  that  the  noble  Marquess 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  in  raising 
reserve  battolions  from  ex-soldiers  now  to 
be  found  among  the  civil  population,  will 
endeavour  not  to  do  anything  which 
might  impair  the  efficiency  of  the  Militia 
by  tempting  men  out  of  its  ranks. 

A  Noble  Lord  :  A  great  deal  has  been 
said  about  mounted  infantry.  Mounted 
infantry,  so  called,  would  be  ^  hardly  any 
use  if  the  men  were  not  thorougly  well 
trained  and  practised  in  riding.  A  cavalry- 
man who  knows  how  to  ride  and  groom  a 
horse  would  be  far  more  useful  if  ne  were 
thoroughly  well  taught  to  shoot  with  the 
rifle  than  an  infantyman  who,  as  soon  as 
he  had  fired  his  rifle,  was  liable  to  tumble 
off  his  horse.  I  think  this  is  a  matter 
which  should  be  considered. 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
My  Lords,  I  will  not  anticipate  the 
debate  which  the  noble  Earl  on  the  cross 
benches  proposes  to  raise  on  the  question 
of  the  Militia  ballot,  but  I  may,  perhaps, 
say  half  a  dozen  words  in  r^ard  to  aome 
of  the  criticisms,  and  I  have  certainly  no 
reason  to  complain  oS  them,  which  have 
been  made  on  my  statement.  Lord 
Wantage  commented  cm  the  absence  of  a 
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sufficient  reference  to  mounted  infantry. 
I  thought  1  had  certainly  on  two  occasions 
in  my  speech  mentioned  our  desire  to  in- 
crease that  arm  of  the  service ;  but  I 
repeat  that  we  have  und^r  consideration 
the  expediency  of  treating  the  Yeomanry 
I  will  not  say  as  mountra  infantry,  but 
more  as  mounted  infuiby  than  at 
present.  We  desire  to  encourage  Volun- 
teer corps  to  form  mounted  companies, 
and  at  this  moment  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  infantry  of  the  Line 
are  tra  ned  as  mounted  infantry ; 
and  we  sbAi\  continue  to  do  that  to  the 
same  extent  and,  I  hope,  even  to  a  greater 
extent  than  before.  The  noble  Lord  also 
spoke  of  the  desirability  of  giving  some 
form  of  military  education  in  our  public 
schools.  I  must  say  that  suggestion  com- 
mends itself  very  much  to  me,  and  I  am  able 
to  say  that  the  £ducation  Department  and 
the  War  Otfice  are  already  in  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject.  Lord  Blytbswood 
made  a  suggestion  which  I  did  not  quite 
catch  with  regard  to  service  battalions, 
but  I  have  no  doubt  he  will  be  kind 
enough  to  explain  that  to  me  privately. 
He  expressed  the  hope  that  the  guns  with 
which  we  propose  to  arm  the  Volunteer 
artillery  will  be  of  the  best  type.  I 
gladly  give  him  that  assurance.  They 
will  consist  partly  of  semi-mobile 
guns  of  the  4'7  calibre  and  partly  of 
modern  field  guns.  My  nolue  friend 
Lord  I>uiiraven  made  a  Bi:^;estion  that 
the  focts  and  figures  whicn^I  had  men- 
tioned might  be  printed  and  circulated. 
I  do  not  quite  know  which  figures  he 
referred  to,  but  it  is  possible  he  may  be 
able  to  find  the  information  he  requires 
in  the  reports  which  the  public  press  may 
be  good  enough  to  give  of  what  I  have 
said  this  evening.  Lord  Dunraven  also 
made  a  suggestion  that  the  Militia  artil- 
lery ought  not  to  be  overlooked  in  any 
scheme  of  i-earmament.  My  imprraaion 
is  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  Militia 
artillery  are  employed  as  fortress  artillery 
with  the  existing  armaments  at  the 
fortresses,  and  that  there  are  not  many 
batteries  of  Militia  artillery  guns  strictly 
so  speaking/  A  noble  Lord  on  the  front 
bench  opposite  took  me  to  task  on  the 
ground  that  my  figures  were  conjectural ; 
but  if  he  can  indicate  any  method  by 
which  it  is  possible  to  present  anything 
but  conjectum  figures,  I  should  be  very 
much  obliged  to  nim.  In  point  of  fact, 
where  you  rely  on  voluntaiy  service  the 
figures  must  be  conjectural,  and  no  one 

VOL.  LXXVIIL  [Fotntra  Skriieb.] 


can  tell  whether  the  inducements  held  out 
will  be  sufilcient  or  insufficient. 

Lord  MONKSWELL  :  What  I  sug- 
gested was  that  the  inducements  were  not 
sufficient. 

*The  Marqubss  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
All  I  can  say  is  that  recruiting  is  going  on 
extremely  well.  The  noble  Lord  sug- 
gested that  soldiers  while  serving  with  the 
colours  should  be  put  through  some 
course  of  education  to  fit  them  for  civil 
life.  That  would  be  very  good  for  the 
soldier  vfhen  he  left  the  Army,  but  I 
question  whether  the  prospect  of  spending 
several  hours  a  week  in  school  is  one 
which  would  attract  a  great  many  recruits 
to  the  Army.  The  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion expressed  a  hope  that  we  would  not 
take  any  emergency  steps  which  would 
stand  in  the  way  of  any  well-considered 
reforms  which  may  seem  necessary  here- 
after. We  shall  endeavour  to  do  nothing 
which  will  stand  in  the  way  of  any 
schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  Army 
which  the  experience  of  this  war 
may  lead  us  to  take  into  consideration 
later  in  the  year.  I  quite  agree  with 
what  fell  from  the  noble  Ear!  as  to  the 
position  which  ought  to  be  assigned  to 
the  Militia  forces  in  the  military  system 
of  this  country.  We  fully  recognise  that, 
and  we  shall  do  everything  in  our  power 
to  fit  the  Militia  to  fill  their  place  as 
adequately  as  possible.  Some  mention 
was  made  by  the  noble  Marquess  (the 
Marquess  of  Granby)  and  by  my  noble 
friend  Lord  Tweedmouth  as  to  the  ques- 
tion of  ranges.  I  think  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  force  in  what  fell  from  Lord 
Tweedmouth.  I  am  under  the  impression 
that  we  may  hare  been  rather  too 
pedantic  in  our  inspection  of  ranges ;  but 
it  must  be  considered  that  if  some 
unfortunate  person  gets  hit  by  a  stray 
bullet  the  War  Office  are  likely  to  os 
taken  very  severely  to  task,  and  it  is 
therefore  not  unnatural  that  the  inspection 
should  err  on  the  side  of  strictness.  I 
believe  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  said 
for  the  view,  and  particularly  with  the 
new  rifle,  that  it  may,  be  sufficient  to  lay 
more  stress  on  musketry  instruction  at 
short  ranges,  leaving  the  long-range 
shooting  tor  the  central  ranges  we  are 
endeavouring  to  secure  and  which  we 
shall  make  accessiUe  to  the  Auxiliary 
forces  as  well  as  to  the  Regulars.  Lord 
Kaglan  e^ressed  the  hope  that  in  raising 
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Reserve  battalions  from  ex-soldiers  now  to 
be  found  among  the  civil  population  we 
should  endeavour  not  to  do  anything 
which  might  impair  the  efficiency  of  the 
Militia.  That  is  a  most  reasonable 
suggestion,  and  I  will  see  that  it  is  borne 
in  mind.  Lord  Galway  asked  what  our 
intentions  are  with  r^ard  to  the  payment 
of  the  Yeomanry  should  they  be  invited 
to  undergo  a  longer  period  of  training 
than  usual  this  year.  In  that  case  the 
contingent  allowance  will  certainly  be 
reconsidered. 

Viscount  GALWAY:  And  an  extra 
grant  be  given  to  men  who  bring  their 
own  horses  1 

*The  Marquess  of  LANSDOWNE  : 
I  will  take  care  that  that  suggestion  is 
fully  considered. 

House  adjourned  at  twenty-five 
minutes  past  Six  of  the  clock, 
till  To-morrow,  half-past  Ten 
of  the  clock. 


HOUSE  OF  COMMONS. 
Monday  J  I2th  February^  1900. 


FBI ATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


SOUTH  EASTERN  METROPOLITAN 
TRAMWAYS. 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

ABERDEEN  POLICE  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENT BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  Lord  Provo^ 
Magistrates,  and  Town  Council  of  the 
City  and  Royal  Burgh  of  Aberdeen  lo 
make  certain  bridge  and  street  improve- 
ments, to  confer  upon  them  new  powers 
with  respect  to  police  matters,  streets, 
and  buildings ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

AIRDRIE,  COATBRIDGE  AND  DISTRICT 
WATER  TRUST  BILL. 

"  To  constitute  and  incorporate  a  water 
trust  for  the  burghs  of  Coatbridge  and 
Airdrie  and  the  districts  adjacent  thereto 
in  the  county  of  Lanark  to  transfer  to 
and  vest  in  such  trust  the  undertaking  of 
the  Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Water  Com- 
pany; and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time  ;  to  he  read  a  second  time. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lords]. 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Keport  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
Eor  Private  Bill^  That,  in  respect  of  the 
^ills  comprised  in  the  List  reported  by 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Means  as  in- 
tended to  originate  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
they  have  certified  that  the  Standing 
Orders  have  been  complied  with  in  the 
following  cases,  viz. : — 

Imschenetzky's  (Uralite)  Patent. 
Maryport  Harbour. 

National    Markets  and   Stores  and 

Workshops. 
W^sall  Corporation. 

ABERDEEN  CORPORATION 
TRAMWAYS. 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 

BLACKPOOL,  ST.  ANNE'S,  AND 
LYTH^  TRAMWAYS. 

Petition  for  Bill ;  referred  to  the  Select 
Committee  on  Standing  Orders. 


BAKER  STREET  AND  WATERLOO 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Com- 
{  pany,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred 
i  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BUU. 


BEDFORD-GAS  BILL. 
"  To  confer  further  powers  on 


the 


Bedford  Gas  Light  Company,"  read  the 
first  time,  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


BELFAST  AND  COUNTY  DOWN- 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  Belfast  and  County 
Down  Railway  Company  to  construct  a 
railway  from  Newcastle  to  join  the  rail- 
way of  the  Great  Northern  R^way 
Company  (Ireland)  at  Ballyroney ;  to  tub 
over  and  use  a  portion  of  tl^e  railway  of 
that  company ;  to  enter  into  working  and 
other  agreements  with  that  company ;  to 
confer  further  powers  upon  the  company 
with  reference  to  steam  vessels,  and 
further  powers  in  connection  with  their 
undertaking ;  and  for  other  purposes,** 
read  the  first  time,  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs. 
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BRADFORD  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
And  Citizens  of  the  city  of  Bradford,  in 
the  county  of  York,  to  construct  addi- 
tional tramwayB  in  and  near  the  city  ;  to 
acquire  lands  for  the  protection  of  their 
water  supply ;  to  purchase  the  uiider- 
takings  (H  the  Clayton,  Allerton,  and 
Thornton  Gas  Company,  the  North 
Bierly  Gas  Company,  the  Eccleshill  and 
Bolton  Gas  Company,  and  the  Airedale 
Gas  Company  ;  to  purchase  gas  from  the 
Drighlington  and  Gildersome  Gas  Light 
Company :  to  make  further  provision  for 
the  health  and  good  government  of  the 
city;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to, be  reaa  a  second  time. 

BRAY  AND  ENNISKERRY  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

"To  empower  the  Bray  and  Enniskerry 
Railway  Company  to  make  certain  ex- 
tensions of  their  authorised  railway,  and 
to  work  same  by  electrical  power ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


Railway  Company  j  and  for  empowering 
them  to  construct  a  railway  from  Verney 
Junction,  in  the  county  of  Buckingham, 
to  Towcester.  in  the  county  of  Northamp- 
ton ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

CHARING  CROSS  AND  STRAND 
ELECTRICITY  SUPPLY  BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  Charing  Cross  and 
Strand  Electricity  Supply  Corporation, 
Limited,  to  construct  a  generating  station 
in  the  parish  of  West  Ham,  and  to  lay 
mains  connecting  their  generating  stations, 
and  to  acquire  ^nds,  and  to  construct  a 
short  line  of  railway  ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 

CHARING   CROSS,  EUSTON.  AND 
HAMPSTEAD  RAILWAY  BILL. 

I  "  To  extend  the  powers  of  the  Charing 
I  Cross,  Euston,  and  Hampstead  Railway 
■  Company  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
I  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
!  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


BRIGHTON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"To  empower  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  of 
Brighton  to  construct  and  work  tram- 
ways ;  to  erect  generating  stations ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time; 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 

BRITISH  GAS  LIGHT  COMPANY 
(STAFFORDSHIRE  POTTERIES)  BILU 

"For  empowering  the  British  Gas 
Light  Company,  Limited,  to  erect  new 
works  and  to  expend  further  capital  at 
their  Staffordshire  Potteries  Station,"  read 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

BROMPTON  AND  PICCADILLY  CIRCUS 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

"To  extend  the  time  for  the  com- 
pulsory purchase  of  lands  and  for  the 
construction  and  completion  of  the 
Brompton  and  Piccadilly  Circus  Railway ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

BUCKINGHAM.  TOWCESTER,  AND 
METROPOLITAN  JUNCTION  RAIL- 
WAY BILL. 

"  For  incorporating  the  Buckingham, 
Towcester,  and   Metropolitan  Junction 


CHELSEA   WATER  BILL. 
"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Governor  and  Company  of  Chelsea  Water- 
works ;  to  declare  vaud  the  creation  and 
issue  by  them  of  certain  shares  and  stock 
and  the  payment  of  dividends  thereon ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
I  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
I  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

I  CHESHIRE  LINES  COMMITTEE  BILL. 

'  "  To  enable  the  Cheshire  Lines  Com- 
i  mittee  to  make  a  new  railway ;  to  acquire 
I  additional  lands ;  to  stop  up  certain 
I  streets ;  and  for  other  purposes,  read  the 
I  first  tim^ ;  and  referrcKl  to  the  Examiners 
i  of  Petitions  far  Private  Bills. 
1 

CITY  AND  SOUTH  LONDON  RAILWAY 
I  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  City  and  South  London 
!  Railway  Act,  1893,"  read  the  first  time  : 
i  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
1  for  Private  Bills. 


CITY 


OF  LONDON  ELECTRIC 
LIGHTING  BILL. 


"To  empower  the  City  of  London 
Electric  Lighting  Company  (Limited)  to 
acquire  lands  and  work  generating 
stations;  and  for  other  purposes,"  real 
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the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
aminers of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

CITY"  OF  LONDON  {VARIOUS  POWERS) 
BILL. 

"  To  empower  tiie  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  London  to  acquire  and  maintain 
Finsbuiy  Circus  Gardens  as  an  open  space, 
and  to  acquire  Spitalfields  Market,  with 
power  to  maintain  or  sell  or  lease 
the  same ;  to]  purchase  lands  for 
various  purposes,  and  to  adopt  and  apply 
the  Baths  and  Washhouses  Acts ;  to 
establish  a  Crematorium  at  Ilford  Ceme- 
tery ;  to  make  further  and  better  accom- 
modation for  the  laying  of  pipes,  wires, 
and  other  apparatus  in,  over,  or  under 
streets;  to  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Corporation  vrith  respect  to  the  control  of 
streets  and  structures  across  streets  and 
the  fixing  of  apparatus  for  public  lighting 
in  streetss;  to  make  further  provisions  for 
the  health  and  good  government  of  the 
City  and  of  the  open  spaces  therein ;  to 
enable  persons  elected  to  Corporate  Offices 
in  the  CJity  to  retire  therefrom ;  to"  em- 
power the  Corporation  to  borrow  money ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

CLONTARF  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

*'  To  authorise  the  Clontarf  Urban  Dis- 
trict Council  to  construct  works  for  sew- 
age and  drainage  purposes,  to  erect  a  sea 
wall,  to  acquire  lands,  to  borrow  moneys ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

COLONIAL  BANK  BILL. 
"To  increase  the  limit  of  the  note 
issue  of  the  Colonial  Bank  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

COUNTY  OF  LONDON  AND  BRUSH 
PROVINCIAL  ELECTRIC  LIGHTING 
BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  County  of  London 
and  Brush  Provincial  Electric  Lighting 
Company,  Limited,  to  purchase  lands 
and  construct  generating  stations ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

COVENTRY  COUFOKATION  BILL. 

"To  fflnpower  the  Corporation  (rf 
Coventry  to  make  <»rtain  street  works, 


and  to  confer  further  powers  on  them  id 
regard  to  streets,  buildings,  and  sewera, 
and  the  health,  local  government,  and 
improvement  of  the  city ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  real 
a  second  time. 

CROYDON  TRAMWAYS  AND  IMPROVE- 
MENTS BILL. 

"To  authorise  the  Ck)r|>OTation  of 
Croydon  to  construct  additional  tram 
ways  and  to  work  the  tramways  in  the 

borough ;  to  execute  certain  street  im- 
provements ;  to  make  further  provisioa 
for  the  government  and  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  oS 
the  county  borough  of  Croydon  ;  and  for. 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

DUBLIN  CORPORATION  BILL. 
"  To  extend  the  City  of  Dublin  ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  liie  first  time : 
to  be  read  a  second  time;. 

.  DURHAM  {COUNTY  OF)  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

"  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  upon  the  Countjr  of  Durham  Elec- 
tric Power  Supply  Company ;  and  for 
other  purposes,  read  the  first  time  ;  to> 
be  read  a  second  time. 

EAST  LONDON  WATER  BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  East  London  Water- 
works Company  to  construct  additional 
storage  reservoirs  and  other  works  ;  to 
toke  further  water  from  the  river  Thames 
in  cases  of  exceptional  drought  and  other 
emergency ;  to  raise  further  money  ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peticiuns 
for  Private  Bills. 

EXETER  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  city  and  county  of  the 
city  of  Exeter ;  to  unite  the  parishes 
within  the  extended  city  into  one  parish  ; 
to  authorise  the  reconstruction  of  the  £xe 
Bridge  and  the  construction  of  certain 
street  works ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  tim&;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

FARN>VDBTH  URRAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

'*  To  en^KMver  the  Urban  District  Coun- 
cil of  Famworth  to  construct  additional 
tramways  and  to  work  tramways,  and  to 
make  furthet  pEOciaion  for  the  good 
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government  of  the  said  district ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

GAS  LIGHT  AND  COKE,  COMMERCIAL 
GAS,* AND  SOUTH  METROPOLITAN 
GAS  COMPANIES  BILL. 

*'For  makiiu;  further  provision  as  to 
testinjg  the  illuminating  power  of  gas 
supplied  by  the  Gas  Ijgnt  and  Coke,  the 
South  Metropolitan  Gas,  and  the  Com- 
mercial Gas  Companies  in  the  Adminis- 
trative County  of  London,  and  for  regu- 
lating the  supply  by  those  companies  of 
prepayment  meters  and  fittings  in  con- 
nection therewith ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  die  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 


GAS  LIGHT 


AND  COKE 
BILL. 


COMPANY 


"  To  enable  the  Gas  Light  and  Coke 
Company  to  raise  additional  moneys  and 
to  purchase,  take  and  hold  lands ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills. 

GLASTONBURY   AND   STREET  GAS 
BILL. 

"  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Glastonbury  Street  and 
District  Gas  Company;  and  for  other 
mirpose8>"  read  the  first  time;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examinero  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

<iLASTONBL*RY    CORPORATION  GAS 
BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Glas- 
tonbuiy  to  supply  gas,  and  to  provide  for 
the  transfer  of  the  undertalung  of  the 
Glastonbury  Gas  and  Coke  Company, 
Limited,  to  the  Corporation ;  and  for 
odier  purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

GRANTHAM  GAS  BILL. 
"To  confer  further  powers  on  the 
Grantham  Gas  Company ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

GREAT  EASTERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 

"To  authorise  the  Great  Eastern  Rail- 
way Company  to  make  further  railways, 
widenings,  and  works ;  to  confirm  an 
^;reement  between  the  company  and  the 


Hertford  County  Council,  and  the  Epping 
Rural  District  Council  and  ot^er  parties ; 
and  to  authorise  the  com^iany  and  the 
said  County  Council  and  District  Council 
j  to  construct  roads  in  accordance  there- 
I  with  ;  to  extend  the  time  for  the  purchase 
I  of  lands  for  and  for  the  completion  of 
'  part  of  an  authorised  railway ;  to  confer 
j  further  powers  upon  the  company ;  to 
1  provide  for  the  transfer  to  the  company 
I  of  the  undertaking  of  the  Northern  and 
i  Eastern  Kailway  Comuiny  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  BILL. 
"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
,  Great  Northern  Railway  Company,"  read 
,  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Ex- 
'  aminers  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


GREAT  NORTHERN  RAILWAY  (IRE- 
LAND)  BILL. 

"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Great  Northern  Railway  Company  (Ire- 
land)," read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
BiUs. 

GREAT    WESTERN    RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  For  conferring  further  powers  upon 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  in 
respect  of  their  own  undertaking,  and 
upon  that  compaiiy  and  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  in 
respect  of  undertakings  in  which  they 
are  jointly  interested,  and  upon  the 
Great  Western  and  Great  Central  Rail- 
ways Joint  Committee  in  respect  of  their 
undertaking ;  for  vesting  the  undertakings 
of  the  Staines  and  West  Drajrton  and  the 
Birmingham  and  Henley-in-Arden  Rail- 
way Companies  in  the  Great  Western 
Railway  Company;  for  transferring  to 
that  company  the  powers  of  the  Bir- 
mingham, North  Warwickshire,  and 
Stratford-upon-Avon  Railway  Company, 
and  extending  the  time  for  tne  construc- 
tion of  certain  authorised  railways  of 
that  company  ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Klls. 

GREAT  YARMOUTH  PORT  AND 
HAVEN  BILL. 

"  For  enlarging  the  powers  of  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Fort  and  Haven  of 
Great  Yarmouth;  and  for  other  pur- 
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poses,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

HALIFAX  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  extend  the  boundaries  of  the 
county  borough  of  Halifax  and  to  em- 
power the  Corporation  to  construct 
additional  tramways,  street  widenings, 
and  improvements ;  to  confer  further 
powers  with  respect  to  their  waterworks 
undertaking,  and  in  regard  to  streets, 
buildings,  and  drains,  and  for  the  health, 
local  government,  and  improvement  of 
the  borough ;  ami  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

HAMILTON  BURGH  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Hamilton  Burgh  Act, 
1878,  with  regard  to  assessments  and  to 
the  common  good  of  the  burgh ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

HARTLEPOOL  GAS  AND  WATER  BILL. 

"  To  consolidate  and  convert  the  capital 
of  the  Hartlepool  Gas  and  Water  Com- 
pany, and  to  enable  that  company  to 
raise  additional  moneys ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  BiUs. 

HASTINGS  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"To  confer  further  powers  on  the 
Corporation  of  the  county  borough  of 
Hastings  with  respect  to  the  improvement 
and  good  government  of  the  borough,  to 
amend  ana  extend  provisions  of  the  local 
Acts;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

HASTINGS  HARBOUR  BILL. 
"  To  extend  the  periods  limited  for  the 
purchase  of  lands  for  and  for  the  comple- 
tion of  the  harbour  works,  to  enable  the 
Commissioners  to  borrow  further  money  ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

HASTINGS  TRAMWAYS  BILL. 
"To  incorporate  the  Hastings  Tram- 
ways Company,  and  to  empower  that 
Company  to  make  imd  maintain  tramways 
and  other  works  in  the  county  borough 
of  Hastings ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  fint  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 


HOYLAKE  AND  WEST  KIRBY 
IMPROVEMENT  BILL. 

"To  confer  powers  upon  tbe  urban  dis- 
trict council  of  Hoylake  and  West  Kirby 
for  the  construction  of  a  parade,  new 
streets,  pier,  and  other  works,  to  authorise 
the  inclosure  of  the  Great  Meols  Com- 
mons ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

HUDDERSFIELD  CORPORATIOS 
TRAMWAYS  BILU 

"  To  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Hudders- 
field  to  construct  additional  tramways  in 
and  adjacent  to  the  bcHroi^h ;  and  for 
I  other  purposes,"  read  the  met  time ;  to 
[  be  read  a  second  time. 

HUNTINGDON  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"To  vest  in  the>  Corporation  of  t^e 
Borough  of  Huntingdon  certain  comnun 
lands  and  baulks  aaa  Freemen's  rights  of 
pasturage  in  certain  Lammaa  Lands,  to 
transfer  certain  rents  and  monies  to  the 
Corporation,  to  empovrer  tbe  Corporatson 
to  form  public  parks  and  recreation 
grounds  ;  and  lor  other  purposesj,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

I 

ILFRACOM^  IMPROVEMENT  BILL 

"To  authorise  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Ilfracombe,  in  the  county  of 
Devon,  to  construct  additional  water- 
workE  for  the  supply  of  their  district  and 
the  I  parishes  of  Berryiiarbor,  Combe 
Martin,  and  Morthoe,  and  to  make 
further  and  better  provision  for  the  im- 
provement, health,  local  government,  and 
finance  of  the  district;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

JABROW  AND  HEBBURN  ELEC- 
TRICITY SUPPLY  BILL. 

"  To  enable  the  Walker  and  Wallsend 

Union  Gas  Company  to  supply  electricity 
within  the  borough  of  Jarrow  and  Urban 
District  of  Hebbum,  in  the  county  of 
Durham  ;  to  raise  additional  capital ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

KINGSCOURT,  READY.  AND  ARMAGH 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

"To  incorporate  the  Kingsconrt, 
Keady,  and  Armagh  Railway  Company^ 
and  to  empower  them  to  construct  rwL. 
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ways  in  the  counties  of  Cavan,  Monaghan, 
and  Armagh ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  timte ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

KNOTT  END  RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  Knott  End  fiailway 
Company  to  construct  an  extension  of 
their  railway  from  Filling  to  Oalgate, 


tiona  of  the  Vicar  of  Lancaster's  Tithe 
and  Dues  ;  to  make  further  provisions  for 
the  good-government  of  the  borough ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
to  be  read  a  second  time. 


LATIMER  ROAD  AND  ACTON 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

For  the  abandonment  of  the  Jjatimer 


and  to  provide  for  the  acquisition  by  that  i  Road  and  Acton  Railway,"  read  the  first 
company    of  the  undertaking  of  the  [  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 


Garstang  and  Knott  End  Railway  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

LAMBETH  WATER  BILL. 

"To  authorise  the  Company  of  Pro- 
prietors of  Lambeth  Waterworks  to  exe- 
cute further  works,  to  purchase  additional 

lands,  to  take  further  water  from  the 
RiverThames,  and  to  raise  further  money ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  BUls. 

LANCASHIRE   AND  YORKSHIRE 
RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  For  conferring  further  powers  on  the 
Lancashire  and  Yorkshire  Railway  Com- 
pany with  relation  to  their  own  under- 
taking, and  upon  that  company  and  the 
London  and  North  Western  Railway  Com- 
pany with  relation  to  the  Preston  and 
Wyre  Railway  ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

LANCASHIRE.  DERBYSHIRE,  AND  EAST 
COAST  RAILWAY  BILL. 

"  To  confer  further  powers  on  the  Lan- 
cashire, Derbyshire,  and  East  Coast  Bail- 
way  Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

LEE  CONSERVANCY  BILL. 

"  To  alter  the  constitution  and  amend 
and  extend  the  statutory  powers  of  the 
Lee  Conservancy  Boutif"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

i      LIVERPOOL  CORPORATION  BILL. 

'*  For  authorising  the  Corporation  of 
[  the  City  of  Liverpool  to  execute  certain 
I  street  improvements  ;  for  making  further 

Erovisions  for  the  protection  of  the  public* 
ealth ;  for  amending  various  local  Acts 
j  in  foroe  within  the  mty ;  for  authorising 
I  the  Corporation  to  raise  money  by  the 
j  issue  of  bills;  and  for  other  purposes," 
'  read  the  first  time  ;  to  be  read  a  second 
I  time. 


LONDON  AND  INDIA  DOCKS  JOINT 
COMMITTEE  BILL. 

**  To  repeal  exemptions  ^from  'rates  or 
charges  of  certain  craft  using  the  docks 
under  the  management  of  the  London 
and  India  Docks  Joint  Committee  and  of 
goods  discfau-ged  or  received  by  such 
crirft ;  and  to  empower  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee to  levy  rates  or  ohu*ge8  thereon," 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


LANCASHIRE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 

"For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Lancashire  Electric  Power 
Company,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

LANCASTER  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  Corporation  of  Lan- 
caster to  acquire  the  undertaking  of  the 
Lancaster  and  District  Tramways  Com- 
pany, Limited;  to  construct  additional 
tramways ;  to  widen  streets,  and  make  a 
footbrii^  over  the  lUverLune;  to  deal 
with  Lancaster  Marsh ;  to  commute  por- 


LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN 
RAILWAY  BILL.  • 

"For  empowering  the  London  and 
North  Western  Railway  Company  to  con- 
struct additional  dock  works  at  Garston  ; 
and  for  conferring  further  powers  upon 
that  company  in  relation  to  their  own 
undertaking,  and  upon  that  company  and 
the  Great  Western  Railway  Company  and 
the  Great  Central  Railway  Company  in 
relation  to  thbir  Joint  Undertakiiu^ ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  oS 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 
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LONDON  AND  NORTH  WESTERN  RAIL- 
WAY (WALES)  BILL. 

"  For  conferring  further  powers  upon 
the  London  and  North  Western  Railway 
Company  for  the  constroction  of  wor^ 
and  acquisition  of  lands  in  Wales ;  and 

for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


LONDON  AND  SAINT  KATHARINE 
DOCKS  AND  EAST  AND  WEST  INDIA 
DOCK  COMPANIES  BILL. 

*'  For  the  amalgamation  of  the  under- 
takings of  the  London  and  St.  Katharine 
Docks  Company  and  the  East  and  West 
India  Dock  Company ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  the  first  time ;  and  referred 
to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private 
Bills. 


1  LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (IMPROVE- 
i  MENTS)  BILL. 

I     *'  To  empower  the  London  County 
I  Council  to  make  an  extension  of  the 
I  Thames  Embankment  and  a  new  street 
'  and  improvements  at  Westminster  ;  to 
widen  Slare  S^et,  Hackney;  and  to 
make  otiier  street  improvements  and 
works  in  the  administrative  County  of 
London  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
!  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

!  LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (SPITAL- 
I  FIELDS  MARKET)  BILL. 

"To  empower  the  London  County 
I  Council  to  acquire  Spitalfields  Market,  in 
I  the  parish  of  Christchurch,  Spitalfields : 
I  and  to  make  various  provisions  with  re- 
I  ference  thereto,"  read  the  first  time  ;  to 
I  be  read  a  second  time. 


LONDON  AND  SOUTH  WESTERN  ' 
RAILWAY  BILL.  j 

"  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the  | 
London  and  South  Western  Kailway  1 
Company,  and  to  authorise  them  to ! 
execute  further  works,  to  acquire  addi-  < 
tional  lands,  and  to  raise  further  money  ;  i 
and  to  vary  in  certain  respects  the  provi- 1 
sions  of  The  South  Western  Railway  Act,  , 
1899  ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  iread  the  I 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  ; 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 


LONDON,       WALTHAMSTOW,  AND 
EPPING  FOREST  RAILWAY  BILL. 

"To  authorise  the  I<ondon,  Waltham- 
stow,  and  Epping  Forest  Railway  Com- 
pany to  construct  a  portion  of  their 
authorised  railway  in  tunnel  instead  of  in 
cutting ;  to  extend  the  time  for  the  com- 
pulsory purchase  of  lands  and  for  the  con- 
struction and  completion  of  their  autho- 
rised railway;  ana  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  EVivate  Bills. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (COMPUL-  I 
SORY  PURCHASE  OF  LAND).  ^ 

"To  confer  on  the  London  County  < 
Council  certain  general  powers  for  taking  • 
houses,  buildings,  and  lands  for  purposes  ' 
of  street  improvements,"  read  the  first  i 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


LONDON  COUNTY  COUNCIL  (GENERAL 
POWERS). 

"  To  enafile  the  London  County  Council 
to  purchase  lands  for  various  purposes ; 
to  provide  for  contributions  by  the 
Council  and  certain  Vestries  and  District 
Boards  of  Works  towards  the  acquisition 
of  land  for  open  spaces ;  to  exteni  the 
time  limited  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
kuids  by  the  Council ;  to  ocmfer  powers 
on  the  Vestry  of  Saint  Mary,  Battersea, 
as  to  the  'Latchmere  Allotments'  and 
lands  for  an  elecbic  statitm ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 


LONDON  WATER  (PURCHASE)  BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  London  County 
Council  to  acquire  the  undertakings  of 
the  London  W  ater  Companies ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 


LONDON   WATER  (WELSH  SUPPLY) 
BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  construction  of 
reservoirs  and  works  in  Wales,  and  the 
construction  of  aqueducts  and  works  for 
the  supply  of  water  to  London  and  neigh- 
bourhood ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


LOWESTOFT  RAILWAY  BILL. 
"For  incorporating  the  Lowestoft 
Railway  Company,  aim  authorising  them 
to  construct  railways  in  the  oonntiea  <rf 
Norfolk  and  Sufiblk ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 
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MAIDENHEAD  GAS  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Maidenhead  Gas  Act, 
1876,  and  to  confer  further  powers  upon 
the  Maidenhead  Gas  Company,"  read  the 
first  time ;  aod  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

\LANCHESTER  AND  LIVERPOOL  ELEC- 
TRIC EXPRESS  RAILWAY  BILL. 

"For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  upon  the  Manchester  and  Liver- 
pool Electric  Express  JKailway  Company," 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

MARKET  WEIGHTON  DRAINAGE  AND 
NAVIGATION  BILL. 
'*  For  incorporating  and  making  better 
provisions  for  the  meetings  and  proceed- 
ings of  the  Trustees  of  the  Market 
Weighton  Drainage  and  Canal  in  the  east 
riding  of  the  county  of  York ;  for  better 
defining  the  lands  subject  to  taxation  by 
the  said  trustees,  and  making  other  pro- 
visions relative  thereto ;  for  relieving  the 
said  trustees  from  their  obligations  to 
maintain  the  said  canal ;  for  conferring 
further  powers  on  the  said  trustees ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
;     to  be  read  a  second  time. 

I      METROPOLITAN  DISTRICT  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

i  "For  empowering  the  Metropolitan 
District  Railway  Company  to  erect  a 
station  for  generating  electrical  energy 
and  thereby  work  certain  railways  to 
acquire  lands  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
completion  of  certain  railways  and  com- 

'      pulsoiy  purchnse  of  lands  to  make  certain 

,  provisions  with  respect  to  the  Ealine  and 
South  Harrow  and  Brompton  and  Picca- 
dilly  Kailways  \  to  raise  further  capital ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  firet 
time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 

'      Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

METROPOLITAN  WATER  COMPANIES 
BILL. 

I  "To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
I  Local  Government  Board,  and  to  impose 
further  obligations  upon  the  Metropolitan 
Water  Companies  with  a  view  to  provid- 
ing for  the  future  needs  of  the  Metropolis 
in  regard  to  the  supply  of  water,"  read 
the  first  time;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

MID-KENT  WATER  BILL. 
"For  extending  the  limita  of  supply  of 
supply  of  the  Mid-Kent  Water  Company ; 


and  for  conferring  further  powers  on  the 
company  for  the  construction  of  works, 
the  raising  of  capital,  and  otherwise  in 
relation  to  their  undertaking,"  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

MIDLAND  RAILWAY  BILL. 

**  To  confer  additional  powers  upon  the 
Midland  Railway  Company  and  upon  the 
1  Midland  and  North  Eastern  Railway 
Companies  Committee  and  upon  the  Mid- 
land and  Great  Northern  Railways  Joint 
Committee  for  the  construction  of  works 
and  the  acquisition  of  lands  ;  to  empower 
the  Midland  Railway  Company  to  sub- 
scribe towards  the  undertaking  of  the 
Yorkshire  Dales  Railway  Company  j  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Peti- 
tions for  Private  Bills. 

MORECAMBE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  (GAS)  BILL. 
"To "provide  for  the  transfer  of  the 

undertaking  of  the  Morecambe  Gas  and 
Light  Company  to  the  Morecambe  Urban 
District  Council,  and  to  confer  further 
powers  on  the  said  Coiuicii  with  respect 
to  the  supply  of  gas ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

NEWCASTLE-UPON  TYNE  ELECTRIC 
SUPPLY  BILL. 

"To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Newcastle-inmn-Tyne  Electric  Supply 
Company,  Limited,  for  the  construction 
of  works,  and  the  supply  of  electrical 
energy ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

NORTH  METROPOLITAN  ELECTRIC 
POWER  SUPPLY  BILL. 

"  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
j  powers  upon  the  North  Metropolitan 
j  Electric  Power  Supply  Company ;  and 
i  for  other  purposes,'  read  the  first  time  ; 
I  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

!    NORTH  METROPOLITAN  RAILWAY 
I        AND  CANAL  COMPANY  BILL. 

I  "To  consolidate  the  debenture  stocks 
I  of  the  North  Metropolitan  Railway  and 
Canal  Company ;  to  amend  in  certain 
respects  the  Acts  relating  to  the  company; 
to  change  the  name  of  the  company ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 


Digitized  by 


1211  Private  Bill 

NORTH  WARWICKSHIRE  WATER 
BILL. 

"  To  enable  the  North  Warwickshire 
Water  Company  to  extend  their  limits  of 
supply ;  to  constnict  additional  water- 
works ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referral  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Klls. 

NOTTINGHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
"To  empower  the  Corporation  of 
Nottingham  to  make  certain  street  im- 
provements i  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

OLDHAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 
"  To  empower  the  Corporation-of  Old- 
ham to  extend  and  improve  their  existing 
Market  Hall ;  to  confer  further  powers 
upon  the  Corporation  with  r^ard  to 
sanitary  and  other  matters,  and  to  make 
better  provision  for  the  health,  local 
government,  and  improvement  m  the 
borough ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

OSSETT  CORPORATION  GAS  BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  sale  of  the  under- 
taking of  the  Ossett  Gas  Company  to  the 
Corporation  of  Ossett ;  and  to  empower 
the  Corporation  to  supply  gas  within  the 
borough  of  Ossett  and  places  adjacent 
thereto,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

OSSETT  GAS  BILL. 
"  To  extend  the  powers  of  and  amend 
the  Act  relating  to  the  Ossett  Gas  Com- 
pany ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

PONTEFRACT  PARK  BILL. 

"  For  regulating  the  rating  of  Ponte- 
'fract  Park,  in  the  west  riding  of  the 
county  of  York,  in  respect  of  poor  rates ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

READING   CORPORATION  (TRAM- 
WAYS) BILL. 

"  To  confer  powers  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  borough  of  Reading  with 
respect  to  the  construction  and  working 
of  tramways  in  the  borough ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  firot  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 
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REDHILL  GAS  BILL. 
"To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Kedhill  Gas  Company ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

RICKMAN8W0RTH    AND  UXBRIDGE 

VALLEY  WATER  BILL. 

"  For  extending  the  limits  of  supply 
of  and  conferring  further  powers  upon 
the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Company  ;  and  for  other  purposes,'' 
read  the  firot  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

RUGELEY  GAS  BILL. 
"  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  upon  the  Rugeley  Gas  Company  ; 
and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first 
time  ;  and  referred  to  the  E^minen  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

ST.  ALBANS  WATER  BILL. 
"To  authorise  the  St.  Albans  Water- 
works Company  to  acquire  further  lands, 
and  to  raise  further  moneys,  and  to 
extend  their  limits  of  supply ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  and 
referred  to  tiie  Exiuniners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

ST.  DAVID'S  RAILWAY  fADDITIONAL 
POWERS)  BILL. 

"  To  authorise  the  construction  of  rail- 
ways in  the  county  of  Pembroke ;  and 
for  other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ; 
and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills. 

SCARBOROUGH   CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  CorpOTotiw  of  Scar- 
borough to  make  an  approach  road  to  the 
New  Marine  Drive,  to  alter  the  line  o£  the 
sea  wall  of  the  said  drive,  to  widm  and 
improve  the  Ramsden  Valley  Bridge,  and 
to  construct  a  street  Tramway,  to  make 
further  and  better  provision  for  the 
improvement,  health,  and  good  govern- 
ment of  the  borough  of  Scarborough,  to 
alter  the  constitution  of  the  Scarborough 
Harbour  Commissioners ;  and  for  other 
purposes,*'  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

SOUTH  LANCASHIRE  TRAMWAYS 
BILL. 

"  To  incorporate  the  South  Lancashire 
Tramways  Company;  and  to  empower 
that  Company  to  wake  tramways  and 
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street  improvements ;  and  for  other  pur- 
poses," read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a 
second  time. 

SOUTH  METROPOLITAN  GAS  BILL. 

*'  To  empower  the  South  Metropolitan 
Gas  Company  to  alter  the  provisions  as 
to  the  standard  price  and  illuminating 
power  of  the  gas  supplied  by  the  com- 
pany ;  to  construct  a  nulway  in  the  parish 
of  Greenwich ;  and  to  purchase  by  agree- 
ment so  much  of  the  southern  portion  of 
the  undertf^ing  of  the  Gas  Light  and 
Coke  Company  as  is  situate  in  the  county 
of  London  south  of  the  Thames  ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time  ;  and 
referred  to  the  Examiners  of  Petitions  for 
Private  Bills. 

SOUTHPORT  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  enable  the  Mayor,  Alderman,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  Borough  of  Southport  to 
carry  out  street  improvements  and  other 
works ;  and  to  make  further  provisions 
for  the  improvement  and  good  govern- 
ment of  the  said  borough  ;  and  for  other 
purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
a  second  time. 

SOUTHPORT  EXTENSION  AND  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

"To  extend  the  boundaries  of  the 
borough  of  Southport,  to  authorise  the 
construction  of  tramways,  and  to  confer 
further  powers  on  the  Corporation  with 
respect  to  the  supply  of  gas  and  electri- 
city ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

SOUTHPORT  WATER  BILL. 

"  For  the  granting  of  further  powers  to 
the  Southport  Watmrorks  Qnnpany," 
rend  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

SOUTH  WALES  ELECTRICAL  POWER 
DISTRIBUTION  BILL. 

"  For  incorporating  and  conferring 
powers  on  the  South  Wales  Electrical 
Power  Distribution  Company/'  read  the 
firat  time ;  to  he  read  a  second  time. 

SPALDING  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
(WATER)  BILL. 

"To  authorise  the  Urban  District 
Council  of  Spalding  to  pimifaase  the  un- 
dertaking of  the  Spalding  Waterworks 
Company ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 


STOCKPORT  CORPORATION  TRAM- 
WAYS BILL. 

"  To  empower  the  Mayor,  Aldermen, 
and  Burgesses  of  the  county  borough  of 
Stockport  to  construct  tramways  in  the 
borough ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  tame ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

TAUNTON   CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  make  provision  in  regard  to  the 
water  undertaking  of  the  Corporation 
the  borough  of  Taunton,  and  to  the  health, 
local  government,  improvement,  and 
finance  of  the  said  borough,  to  empower 
the  said  Corporation  and  the  Trustees  of 
the  Markets  of  the  borough  to  erect  a 
town  hall,  and  to  make  further  provision 
in  regard  to  the  said  markets,  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time;  to 
be  read  a  second  lime. 

TOTTENHAM    URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  BILL. 

"  To  provide  for  vesting  in  the  XJrbwi 
District  Council'  of  Tottenham,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  the  Lammas  Lands 
in  the  district ;  to  confer  various  powers 
with  respect  to  Commons,  open  spaces, 
and  recreation  grounds,  the  supply  of 
electricity,  streets,  buildings,  and  other 
matters  of  local  government;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  r^  the  first  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

TYNESIDE  ELECTRIC  POWER  BILL. 
"  For   incorporation   and  conferring 
powers  on  the  Tyneside  Electric  Power 
Company,"  read  the  first  time;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

VALE  OF  RHEIDOL  LIGHT  RAILWAY 
BILL. 

"To  extend  the  period  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  and  for  the  construction 
of  the  authorised  Railway,  and  to  work 
the  traffic  thereon  by  electrical  or  other 
motive  power;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time  ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

WAKEFIELD  CORPORATION  MARKET 
BILL. 

"To  empowe;*  the  Mayor,  Alderman^ 
and  Citizens  of  the  city  of  Wakefield  to 
purchase  the  underti^ng  of  the  Wake- 
field B(H-oagh  Market  Company,  and  to 
make  further  provision  in  regard  to  the 
markets  and  slaughter  houses  of  the  said 
city ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 
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WANDSWORTH   AND    PUTNEY  GAS 
BILL. 

"  To  convert  the  capital  of  the  Wands- 
worth  and  Putney  Gaslight  and  Coke 
Company ;  to  raise  additional  capital  to 
constraot  works ;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time ;  and  referred  to  the 
Examiners  of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

WEST  BROMWICH  CORPORATION 
BILL. 

"  To  confer  powers  upon  the  Corpora- 
tion of  the  county  borough  of  West 
Bromwich  with  respect  to  trainways  and 
to  their  electric  lighting  and  other  under- 
takings ;  to  make  further  provision  for 
the  improvement  and  good  government  of 
the  borough ;  to  amend  and  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  local  Acts  relating  to 
the  borough;  and  for  other  purposes," 
read  the  first  time;  to  be  read  a  second 
time. 

WEST  HAM  CORPORATION  BILL. 

*'  To  confer  further  powers  upon  the 
Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Burgesses  of  the 
county  borough  of  West  Ham  ;  and  to 
make  further  provision  for  the  good 
government  of  that  borough ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to  be 
read  a  second  time. 

WETHERBY  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

"To  'enable  the  Wetherby  District 
Water  Company  to- extend  their  limits  of 
supply ;  construct  additional  waterworks  ; 
and  for  other  purooses,"  read  the  first 
time;  and  referred  to  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Ihivate  Bills. 

WIDNES  AND  RUNCORN  BRIDGE 
BILL. 

"To  authorise  the  construction  of  a 
bridge  across  the  River  Mersey  fuid  Man- 
chester Ship  Canal  between  Widnes  and 

Runcorn,  and  for  other  purposes,"  read 
the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

WOLVERHAMPTON,  ESSINGTON,  AND 
CANNOCK  CUASE  JUNCTION  BAIL- 
WAY  BILL. 

"  For  making  a  railway  in  the  county 
of  Staffordshire  from  Wolverhampton  to 
Essington  and  Cannock  Chase ;  and  for 
other  purposes,"  read  the  first  time ;  to 
be  read  a  second  time. 

WOLVERHAMPTON  GAS  BILL. 

"  For  conferring  further  powers  on  the 
Wolverhampton  Gas  Company,"  read  the 


first  time ;  and  referred  to  Uie  Examiners 
of  Petitions  for  Private  Bills. 

WOODBRIDGE  DISTRICT  WATER  BILL. 

"  For  incorporating  the  Woodbridge 
District  Water  Compuiy  and  empowering 
them  to  construct  works  and  supply 
water ;  and  for  other  purposes,"  read  the 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time. 

ROCHDALE  CORPORATION. 
Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brou^t 
in  by  Mr.  Royds,  Mr.  Kenyon,  and  Mr. 
Pktt-Higgins. 

MANCHESTER  CITY  RAILWAY  BILL. 

Order  [9th  February]  that  the  Man- 
chester City  Railway  Bill  be  brought  in, 
read,  and  discharged. 

Ordered,  that  the  Petition  for  the  Bill 
be  withdrawn. — {Dr.  Fairqt^rion.) 


PRIVATE  BILL  PETITIONS  (STANDING 
ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIED  WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  kud  upon  the  Table 
Reports  £rom  one  of  the  Examiners  <A 
Petitions  foo  Private  Bills,  That  in  the 
case  of  the  Petitions  for  the  following 
Bills,  the  Standing  Orders  have  not  been 
complied  with,  viz. : — 

Aberdeen  Corporation  Tramways  BiU. 

Blackpool,  St.  Anne's,  and  Lytham 
Tramways  Bill. 

South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Tramways 
BiU. 

Ordered,  That  the  Reports  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 


PETITIONS. 

INEBRIATES  ACTS,  1879  AND  1899. 
Petition  from  Manchester  and  Salford, 
for  alteration  of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the 

Table. 

LOCAL  AUTHORITIES'  SERVANTS* 
SUPERANNUATION. 

Petitions  for  alteration  of  Law,  from 
Crick ;  St.  Saviour's,  London ;  and  Merthyr 
Tydfil ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  ON 
SUNDAY  BILL 

Petitions  in  favoiu-,  from   Dulwich  ; 

and  Peckham ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 
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SALE  OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS  TO 
CHILDREN  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Manchester  ; 
and  Eccles ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Hawick ; 
Forfar ;  and  Newton  Stewart ;  to  He  upon 
the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


CHELSEA  HOSPITAL. 

Account  presented,  —  for  the  year 
ended  Slat  Alarch,  1899,  with  the  Report 
of  the  Comptroller  and  Auditor  General 
thereon  [by  Act] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table, 
and  to  be  printed.   [No.  42.] 

CIVIL  SERVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY 
ESTIMATES,  1899-1900). 

Estimate  presented, — of  the  Further 
Sums  required  to  be  voted  for  the  Service 
of  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1900  [by 
Command];  Referred  to  the  Committee 
of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  43.] 

NATIONAL  GALLERY  (REPORT). 
Copy  ordered,  "  of  Report  of  the 
Director  of  the  National  Gallenr  for  the 
year  1899,   with  Appendices.*^— (Jlfr. 
Hanbary.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  He 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  oe  printed. 
[No.  44.] 

SUPREME  COURT  OF  JUDICATURE 
(IRELAND). 

Copy  ordered, "  of  Accounts  of  Receipts 
and  Payments  of  the  Accountant  Greneral 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  in 
Ireland  in  respect  of  the  funds  of  Suitors 
in  the  said  Court,  including  therein  funds 
to  the  credit  of  Lunacy  Accounts,  in  the 
year  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1899; 
together  with  a  Statement  of  the  LiabiH- 
ties  ami  Assets,  and  Particulars  of  Securi- 
ties in  Court  on  the  30th  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1899."— (itfr.iTttniury.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  45.] 

NATIONAL  TELEPHONE  COMPANY. 
Copy  ordered, "  of  Deeds  Poll,  dated 
7th  day  of  February,  1898,  and  l&th  day 


of  Februaiy,  1 899,  executed  by  Her 
Majesty's  Postmaster  General,  specifying 
exchange  areas  of  the  National  Telephone 
Company  (in  continuation  of  Parlia- 
mentary Paper,  Na  138,  of  Session 
1898)."— (iWr.  Hanbur^.) 

Copy  presented  accordingly ;  to  He  upoit 
the  Table,  and  to  be  printed.    [No.  46.] 

EDUCATION  AND  SCIENCE  AND  ART 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Return  ordered,  "  of  the  Minutes  of  the 
Lord  President  of  the  Council  relating  to 
the  re-organisation  of  the  Education  and 
Science  and  Art  Departments." — {Colonel 
IVyndham  Murray.) 


NEW  WRIT. 
For  Plymouth,  in  the  room  of  Sir 
Edward  Clarke,  knight  (Manor  of  North- 
stead).— (Sir  iraUam  fTalr&ad.) 


QUESTIONS. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR-GENERAL 
BUTLER— CONDUCT  OF  THE  WAR. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury,  whether  General 
Butler  warned  the  Government  in  the 
course  of  last  summer  that  if  matters 
were  pushed  to  an  extremity  with  the 
Transvaal  it  would  be  necessary  to- 
abandon  northern  Natal,  and  to  place  a 
strong  force  on  the  Tugela,  whirh 
would  be  the  nurat  northerly  Hne 
of  practicable  defence ;  and  if  they  also 
knew  that  General  Butler  had  advocated 
the  mobilisation  of  two  Army  Corps  to. 
cope  with  the  Boers ;  and,  whether 
General  Buller  reported  after  the  battle 
of  Golenso  that  it  was  impossible  to- 
relieve  Ladysmith ;  and,  whether  the 
Committee  of  Defence  ordered  him  to 
make  a  second  attempt,  and  also  sent  out 
Lords  Roberts  and  Kitchener  without 
consulting  the  Commander  in  Chief.  I 
beg  also  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State 
for  the  Colonies  whether  (^nend  BuUer 
after  arriving  at  the  Cape  altered  his 
plan  of  campaign,  owing  to  Sir  Alfred 
Milner  having,  with  his  approval,  pledged 
the  Government  to  defend  Natal  with  the 
whole  force  of  the  Empire. 

The  first  LORD  of  the  TREA- 
SURY (Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  Manchester, 
K) :  I  will  reply  to  Iwth  questions  to- 
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getiier.  The  answer  to  the  first  para- 
graph is  in  the  negative.  I  do  not  pro- 
pose to  continue  by  question  and  answer 
the  controversy  about  General  Butler, 
nor  do  I  propose  to  reply  to  the  second 
and  third  paragraphs  of  the  question, 
which  belong  to  a  class  of  questions 
which,  in  the  public  interest,  can  only  be 
dealt  with  at  the  close  of  the  war.  I  may 
repeat  the  general  assurance  already  given 
that  the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Forces 
in  South  Africa  has  been  throughout  free 
to  carry  out  such  operations  as  he  thought 
proper. 

PRISONERS  OF  WAR. 

Mr.  DILLON  (Mayo,  E.) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  why  the 
Boer  priBoncrs  in  Capetown  are  imprisoned 
on  bwird  a  ship;  whether  they  can  be 
removed  to  some  station  on  shore  where 
they  would  have  more  opportunity  of 
exercise ;  and  what  facilities  are  given 
Uiem  for  seeing  friends,  obtaining  Hooks 
and  writing  materials,  and  supplies  of 
food. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  On  January  23 
Lord  Roberts  telegraphed  that  the  Boer 
prisoners  of  war  were  to  be  removed  to 
Simonstown.    This  arrangement  has  no 

doubt  been  carried  out,  but  we  have  no 
otGciaJ  information  on  the  point.  While 
on  board  ship  regulations  were  drawn  up 
and  approved  by  the  naval  authorities, 
Allowing  the  prisoners  to  receive  friends 
and  presents.  It  may  be  assumed  that 
corresponding  regulations  are  in  force  now 
that  the  prisoners  are  on  land. 

ARTILLERY  STRENGTH. 
*Sm  UHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
T'irBt  Lord  of  the  Treasury  what  was  the 
total  number  of  guns  of  horse  and  field 
artillery  in  British  bands  iu  South  Africa 
on  8th  January  last. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  understand 
that  on  the  day  referred  to  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  there  were  24  guns 
belonging  to  the  batteries  of  horse  artil- 
lery and  162  guns  belonging  to  batteries 
of  field  artulery  in  South  Africa — 
total,  186. 

MACIERSFONTEIN  ENGAGEMENT - 
CONDUCT  OF  HIGHLAND  BRIGADE. 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Biu-ghs): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the 


Treasury  whether,  upon  die  close  ci  the 
war  in  South  Africa,  a  military  inqniiy 
into  the  circiunstances  of  the  loss  of  the 
Highland  Brigade  at  Magersfonteia  will 
be  held  as  a  matter  of  course  ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  promise  that  a  foU 
inquiry  will  be  instituted  by  the  Govern- 
ment. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  think  it 
would  be  very  premature  to  lay  upon  the 
Table  either  the  scope  or  the  limitation 
of  such  inquiry  or  inquiries  as  it  may  be 
found  necessary  to  institute  after  the  close 
of  the  war  into  the  military  transactions 
in  South  A&ica. 

OLD-AGE  PENSIONS— RELIEF  OP 
SUFFERERS  BY  THE  WAR. 

Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Gt.  Yarmouth) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  he  can  give  any  assurance  that  Her 
Majesty's  Government  recognise  the  pam- 
mount  claims  of  seamen,  soldiers,  and 
marines  to  consideration  in  any  legidataoD 
in  connection  vith  old-age  pensioiis  or 
compensation  for  injuries,  and  are  fully 
alive  to  the  evils  of  the  existing  system, 
which  leaves  the  provision  of  adequate 
relief  of  helpless  sufferers  by  war  to  public 
subscriptions,  the  amount  of  which  ao 
Ifu-gely  depends  upon  the  popularity  of  a 
war. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  am  unwilling 
to  give  any  final  or  definitii'e  reply  to  my 
hon.  and  ^lant  friend,  but  he  will  perhaps 
bear  in  mind  that  the  funds  which  have 
been  subscribed  from  time  to  time  by  the 
public  have  up  to  the  present  time  been 
amply  sufficient,  and  much  more  than 
sufficient,  to  deal  with  the  widows  and 
children  of  soldiers  engaged  in  South 
Africa,  and  there  is  in  addition  under  our 
existing  system  compensation  to  in^'alids. 

TRANSPORT  OF  MULES. 

Sir  EDWARD  GOURLEY  (Sunder- 
land) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Admiralty  if  he  will  state  to  the 
House  the  names  of  the  transports  en- 
gaged for  the  conveyance  of  mules  to 
South  Africa,  also  the  names  of  the  ex- 
tracting companies,  and  rates  per  head 
per  mme,  the  number  of  animals  shipped 
on  board  each  vessel,  and  the  number 
landed  alive  from  each  at  the  ports  of 
destination  ;  whether  any  of  the  vessels 
were  allowed  to  convey  the  mules  without 
regulation  side  ports;  is  it  intended  to 
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claim  damages  from  the  contractors  for 
the  non-dellTery  of  all  the  animals 
shipped  ;  and  whether  the  major  portion 
of  the  contracts  were  given  to  a  shipping 
firm  in  Liverpool,  the  chairman  of  which, 
being  a  Member  of  Parliament,  was  given 
preceidence  as  such  in  interviewing  the 
officials  at  the  Admiralty,  whilst  the 
representatives  of  other  firms  had  to 
wait  their  turn  for  admission. 

The  FIKST  LORD  of  the  ADill- 
RALTY  {Mr.  Goschen,  St.  George's, 
Hanover  Square) :  In  answer  to  the  first 
question  I  have  to  say  that  substantially 
the  infcmnatioa  in  the  first  question  of 
the  hon.  Member  will  be  given  in  the  re- 
turn of  transports  which  is  now  being 
prepared,  except  as  regards  the  rates  per 
head,  which  will  not  be  published  while 
ships  continue  to  be  chartered.  There  is 
no  objection  to  mules  being  carried  be- 
tween decks  without  side  lights  if  proper 
artificial  ventilation  is  provided.  The 
hon.  Member  must  know  that  it  is  not 
the  custom  to  hold  the  shipowner  respon- 
sible for  the  non-delivery  of  animals 
shipped  in  the  ordinary  course  of  trade. 
They  might  die  quite  irrespective  of  the 
character  of  the  ship.  In  some  cases  a 
proportion  of  the  payment  due  has  been 
dependent  upon  the  number  actually  de- 
livered. As  regards  the  last  question,  if 
it  is  intended  to  suggest  that  any  favour 
was  shown,  I  must  emphatically  state  that 
.it  is  incorrect.  No  favour  was  shown  to 
the  gentleman  in  question,  nor  was  the 
major  portion  of  the  contracts  assigned  to 
him. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (Doneml,  S.) : 
Is  it  the  fact  that  a  member  of  the  Govern- 
ment is  one  of  the  directors  of  this  con- 
tracting company  % 

*Mr.  speaker  :  The  hon.  Member 
must  give  notice  of  his  question. 

SOLDIERS'  ESTATES  AND  THE  DEATH 
DUTIES. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  the  Government  are  pre- 
pared favourably  to  consider  the  proposal 
to  remit  the  death  duties  in  the  case  of 
officers  or  men  who  have  been  killed  in  ' 
action  or  died  of  wounds  received  in  action 
in  the  service  of  their  country. 

*The  CHANCELLOR  of  the  EX- 
CHEQUER (Sir  M.  Hicks  Beach,  Bris- 
tol, W.)  :  I  tikink  we  must  all  sympathise 


with  the  feeling  that  has  prompted  the 
question  of  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend, 
and  I  should  be  glad  if  I  could  contrive 
some  means  of  meeting  his  wishes  in  the 
case  of  widows  who  are  left  with  com- 
paratively limited  means.  But  there  are 
a  good  many  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  I 
doubt  if  his  suggestion  would  be  the  most 
equitable  mode  of  dealing  with  the  matter. 
I  will  consider  it. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (LynnRe^): 
Will  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consider 
whether  the  same  method  could  not  bia 
adopted  with  regard  to  these  persons  as 
was  adopted  with  regard  to  the  late 
Emperor  of  Russia  1 

Mr.  BARTLEY  (Islington,  N.) :  Is  it 
not  the  fact  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman 
supported  this  question  when  it  was 
before  the  House  in  1894 1 

*SiR  M.  HICKS  BEACH:  No,  Sir;  it 

is  not  precisely  the  same  question, 

Mr.  BARTLEY :  Very  neariy. 

IRELAND  AND  THE  WAR 
EXPENDITURE. 

Mr.  mLLIAM  REDMOND  (Chire, 
E.) :  I  beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chandellor  of  the 
Exchequer  whether,  in  any  arrangement 
for  fresh  taxation  to  meet  the  expenses  of 
the  war,  the  Irish  people  will  be  exempted 
from  such  taxation,  in  Wew  of  the  strong 
feeling  prevailing  in  Ireland  i^inst  the 
military  operations  in  South  Amea. 

Sir  M.  HICKS  BFACH  :  The  sugges- 
tion of  the  hon.  Member  practically 
amounts  to  this — that  those  persons  who 
may  object  to  a  Dolicy  which  has  been 
sanctioned  by  Parliament  should  be 
exempted  from  the  taxation  necessary  to 
carry  that  policy  into  effect.  I  think 
such  a  proposition  need  only  be  stated  in 
order  to  show  that  it  could  not  be  assented 
to. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  C.) :  Is  it  not  a 
fact  that  the  persons  objecting — to  whom 
my  hon.  friend  refers — are  the  people  of 
Ireknd  ? 

Sib  M.  HICKS  BEACH :  There  may 
be  some  people  in  Ireland  who  object,  as 
I  know  there  are  also  in  England. 

CONTRABAND  OF  WAR— RIGHT  OF 
SEARCH-THE  "  BUNDES RATH  "  AND 
THE  "HERZOO." 

Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
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Affcurs  whether  he  will  communicate  to 
the  House  the  terms  in  which  the  Govern- 
ment expressed  regret  to  Germany  for 
the  exercise  of  the  maritime  right  of 
search  exercised  in  the  case  of  the  "  Bun- 
desrath  "  and  "  Herzog,"  or  will  lay  upon 
the  Table  of  the  House  a  copy  of  any 
communications  that  may  have  passed 
'between  the  two  Governments  on  the 
subject. 

•The  under  SECRETARY  of  STATE 
FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  <Mr.  Brod- 
RiCK,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  Papers  on  the 
subject  will  shortly  be  laid. 

BOER  AND  BRITISH  ARMAMENTS. 

General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  his  attention  has  been  called  to 
the  statement  telegraphed  from  Durban 
that  a  document  was  issued  at  Pretoria 
for  tha  private  information  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Volksraad,  to  the  effect  that 
the  Boer  Gd\'ernment  placed  large  orders 
for  guns  with  Messrs.  Krupp  and  an 
Austrian  firm  so  early  as  1894 ;  whether 
any  guns  have  yet  been  constructed  at  the 
British  Qrovemment  factories  of  such 
rapidity  of  fire  and  extended  range  as 
those  stated  to  have  been  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Creusot  to  the  Boers,  and  now 
used  by  them ;  whether  there  are  now 
with  the  Army  in  South  Africa  any 
Viekers-Maxim  guns  firing  a  shell ;  and 
whether  there  is  any  reason  to  believe  the 
statement  that  the  Boers  now  possess 
between  220  and  230  heavy  guns  and 
field  pieces  in  place  of  the  110  with  which 
they  have  been  credited. 

*Thk  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powbli. 
WiLUAUS,  Birmii^faam,  S.,  for  Mr. 
Wtndhah):  The  document  referred  to 
in  Paragraph  1  has  not  reached  the  War 
Office,  but  it  ia  known  to  be  the  case  that' 
orders  for  armament  were  placed  by  the 
Boers  in  Europe  as  early  as  1894.  In 
regard  to  Paragraph  2  there  is  every 
reason  to  believe  that  our  guns  are  equal 
to  any  guns  of  similar  nature  posseraed 
by  the  enemy.  It  does  not  seem  expedi- 
ent to  answer  the  further  portion  of  the 
hon.  Member's  question. 

General  RUSSELL:  Are  our  guns 
provided  with  disappearing  inounts  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


PUBLICATION  OP  CASUAITY  LISTS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND  (Clare, 
E.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  the  War  Office  will  pub- 
lish at  least  once  a  week  a  full  and  revised 
list  up  to  date  of  the  casualties  in  SoaUi 
Africa. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-mLLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  Secretary  of  State 
is  prepared  to  give  a  weekly  abstract 
showing  the  number  of  casualties  to  date 
(either  as  a  total  or  by  actions)  and  tlie 
deaths  from  wounds  and  disease. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  WOl 

that  be  done  1 

*Mb.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Yes. 


FENIANS  AT  MAFEKING. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  he  has  seen  extracts 
from  tetters  alleged  to  have  been  written 
by  Colonel  Baden-Powell,  in  one  of  which 
a  passage  occurs  in  which  he  is  allozed  to 
have  stated  that  he  had  fort^  Fenian 
prisoners,  including  the  late  stationnuBter 
at  Mafeking ;  was  this  information  com- 
municated to  the  War  Office ;  what  was 
the  offence  for  which  they  were  made 
prisoners ;  whether  he  can  say  on  what 
evidence  Colonel  Baden-Powell  stated 
that  his  prisoners  were  Fenians ;  and 
whether  he  still  has  those  prisoners,  and 
is  the  late  stationmaster  of  Mafeking 
amongst  them. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  No,  Sir.  There  is  no 
information  whatever  in  the  War  Office 

on  this  subject. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  WiU  ia- 
quiries  be  made  as  to  the  truth  of  these 
statements  ?  It  seems  an  extraordinary 
thing  that  the  newspapers  should  get 

them. 

*Mr.  SPEAKER :  Order,  order ! 


THE  IRISH  BRIGADE  WITH  THE 
BOERS-ALLEGED  MURDER  OP  A 
WOUNDED  PRISONER. 

Mr.  MANDEVILLE  (Tippeniry,  S.)  : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  a  private  soldier  of 
Colonel  Blake's  Irish  Brigade  (in  the 
service  of  the  Transvaal  Republic),  having 
been  taken  prisoner  of  war,  was  kifled  at 
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Ladyamith  by  one  of  the  British  garrison 
there,  who,  finding  him  wounded,  dis- 
armed, and  under  arrest,  stabbed  him  to 
death  with  a  bayonet ;  and  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  several  thousands  of 
British  soldiers  are  now  in  safe  custody 
as  prisoners  of  war  in  Transvaid  territory, 
what  steps,  if  any,  will  the  War  Office 
take  towards  investigating  this  alleged 
offence,  and  punishing  its  author, 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  No  information  nas 
been  received  of  any  such  occurrence.  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  give  me  the  name 
of  the  person  or  newspaper  responsible 
for  the  statement,  with  the  date,  I  will 
make  inquiry,  if  those  particulars  do  not 
of  themselves  enable  me  to  give  him  m 
answer. 

PAY  OF  CONSULTING  SURGEONS 
WITH  THE  TROOPS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  if  he  can  state  the  scale  of  remunera- 
tion agreed  to  be  given  to  the  consulting 
surgeons  sent  to  the  seat  of  war. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  payment  in  each 
case  is  at  the  rate  of  £6,000  a  year, 
with  free  passage  to  South  Africa  and 
back. 

VOLUNTEER   OFFICERS   WITH  THE 

REGULARS. 

General  RUSSELL :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  large  number  of 
casualties  among  regimental  officers  now 
serving  at  the  front,  there  is  any  prospect 
of  a  relaxation,  in  favour  of  specially  re- 
commended and  highly  qualified  officers, 
of  the  rule  which  forbids  the  employment 
of  Volunteer  officers  to  be  attached  to 
Regulars,  unless  the  battalion  to  which 
they  belong  has  supplied  its  full  quota  of 
Volunteers  for  the  front. 

*Mr.   J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  In 


(for 
cases  the 

Secretary  of  State  would  be  prepared  to 

con<tider  the  attaching  of  highly  quali- 
fied Volunteer  officers  to  units  in  South 
Africa  in  want  of  officers.  It  would  as  a 
rule,  however,  only  be  possible  to  employ 
them  as  subalterns. 

CHARGE  TO  SOLDIERS  FOR  LOST 
EQUIPMENT. 

Mr.  SINCLAIR  (Forfarshire) :  I  beg  to 

ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
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War  whether  private  soldiers  have  to 
pay  for  the  loss  of  any  part  of  their  equip- 
ment in  the  field,  and  the  loss  of  a  water 
bottle  entails  a  charge  of  3s.  5d.  in  the 
loser,  even  if  it  may  have  been  lost  . 
through  no  fault  of  his  own ;  and  whether, 
having  regard  to  the  extreme  (Uffi- 
culties  of  the  campaign  in  South 
Africa,  this  rule  can  either  be  cancelled  or 
relaxed. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLUMS :  No 
charge  is  made  for  such  articles  lost  or 
destroyed  on  active  service. 

CLOTHING  FOR  THE  TROOPS. 

General  RUSSELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Government 
has  been  called  to  the  extreme  cold  which 
prevails,  more  especially  at  night,  on  the 
high  plateaus  of  South  Africa  during  the 
winter  months  commencing  about  April ; 
and  whether  steps  will  be  taken  to  insure 
large  reserves  of  warm  clothing  being 
accumulated  for  issue  to  the  troops  when 
they  are  likely  to  require  it. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  Yes, 
Sir.  Considerable  reserves  of  warm 
clothing  have  already  been  sent  out,  and 
more  will  be  sent  out  as  supfdies  come  in 
from  the  trade. 

PRECAUTIONS  AGAINST  ENTERIC 
FEVER. 

General  RUSSELL:  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether,  in  view  of  the  prevalence  of 
enteric  -fever  among  our  troops  now 
serving  in  South  Africa,  flannel  felts  are 
issued  to  the  men  as  a  part  of  their 
necessary  equipment,  as  is  the  case  in 
India. 

*Mr.  J.  POWFXL-WILLIAMS :  Two 
flannel  or  worsted  belts  are  issued  to 
every  man  eoing  to  South  Africa,  and  a 
reserve  supply  has  also  been  sent  out. 

COMPENSATION   TO  RESERVISTS 
PKEMArUKELY  CALLED  UP. 

Colonel  DALBIAC  (Camberwell,  N.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  will  he  explain  how  it 
happened  that  large  numbers  of  BeBervists 
were  called  up  whose  services  were  not 
required  and  for  whom  there  was  no 
barrack  accommodation ;  and  whether, 
considering  that  these  men  were  com- 
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pelled  to  proceed  on  furlough  and  idle 
their  time  at  home,  when  they  need  not 
have  been  called  up  till  required;  and 
consequently  might  have  continued  their 
ordinary  occupations,  they  will  be  granted 
some  compensation,  or  at  least  their  rail- 
way fares  on  returning  to  their  homes 
4ind  rejoining. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Cer- 
tain artificers  in  Section  D  of  the  Reserve 
were  urgently  required  ;  but  as  the  law 
now  stands  Section  D  cannot  be  called  up 
until  ^ter  the  whole  of  Sections  A,  fi, 
and  C  have  been  called  up.  As  not  very 
many  men  remained  in  those  sections 
they  were  called  up;  but  as  they  were 
not  wanted  immecUately  they  were 
granted  furlough  if  they  desired  it,  and 
allowed  to  return  to  their  occupations, 
the  rules  as  to  wearing  uniform  being  at 
the  same  time  relaxed.  As  such  men  are  , 
granted  travelling  expenses  and  the  pay  of  j 
their  rank  with  9d.  a  day  for  rations  and 
messing  instead  of  Reserve  pay,  they  gain 
considerably  by  the  transaction. 

SUPEKANNUATION  AND  COMPENSA- 
TION ALLOWANCES. 

Mr.  GALLOWAY  (Manchester,  S.W.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  allotment  pay  to  the 
wife  of  a  soldier  on  active  service  is  paid 
monthly  in  advance;   whether,  in  the 
event  of  the  man  being  killed  in  action  or  I 
dying  from  disease,  the  War  Office  re- 1 
claim  the  proportion  of  the  amount  over- 1 
paid  from  the  date  of  his  death  ;   and  ; 
whether   in   some  cases  demands   have  | 
l)een  made  liy  the  War  Office  authorities  i 
for  payment  in   cash  of  the  amount  I 
claimed  instead  of  the  amount  being ' 
debited    to  the    man's    non  -  ofFective  1 
account.  | 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  :  Al- ! 
lotment  pay  to  a  soldier's  wife  is  paid  j 
~nonthly  in  advance,  and  if  the  soldier  I 
dies  during  the  month  the  pay  for  the ' 
days  after  his  death  is  not  reclaimed  other- 1 
wise  than  as  a  charge  lu^inst  his  non-effec- 1 
tive  account ;  if  an  individual  paymaster 
has  acted  as  stated  in  the  question  he  has  I* 
made  a  mistake  ;  if  the  hon.  Member  will ' 

five  me  the  particulars  of  any  case  that 
as  come  under  his  notice  I  shall  be ' 
happy  to  make  inquiries, 

SEPARATION  ALLOWANCES. 

Colonel  DALBIAC  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  War  Office  i 


whether  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
the  more  punctual  and  regular  paymenb 
of  separation  allowance  to  the  wives  of 
Reservists,  as  many  of  these  women,  whose 
documents  were  present  and  in  order,  inn 
been  reduced  to  great  straits  throa^ 
being  kept  out  of  their  money  for  nx  it 
seven  weeks. 

♦Mb.  j.  POWELL-WTLLUMS:  Thr 
pressure  on  the  Army  Pay  DepartneDt 
has  been  very  great ;  and  it  is  poasiMf 
that  in  dealing  with  the  large  number  of 
separation  allowances,  which  necessarilr 
depend  on  informatian  given  hj  ihr 
soldier  through  his  commanding  oflSeer. 
delay  may  occasionally  have  occurreL 
The  information  given  by  the  soldier  i* 
often  incomplete,  and  infonnation  is  somr 
times  refused  altogether.  The  womrii 
are  also  constantly  changing  their  arl 
dresses.  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  thtt 
there  has  been  any  general  unpunctiulitv. 
If  a  special  case  is  given  t<f  me,  I  shall 
happy  to  inquire  into  it. 


VICTORIA  HOSPITAL.  XETLEY. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.f. 
I  b^  to  ask  the  Under  li^retary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  has  been  brought  «• 

his  notice  that  owing  to  the  insufficient 
number  of  non-commissioned  officers  ami 
men  engaged  in  hospital  duties  at  the 
Royal  Victoria  Hospital,  Netley,  the* 
non-commissioned  officers  and  men  an; 
frequently  on  duty  for  thirty-six  hours  at 
a  time,  and  also  that  no  regular  nigfai 
duty  men,  kept  for  night  <luty  onlr, 
employed  there;  and  whether  he  vill 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  remedy  tlii« 
state  of  affairs. 

*Mr.  j.  POWELL-WILLIA.MS  (fur 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  establishment  nf 
the  Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  at  Netlrr 
has  been  so  depleted  by  the  demtnl' 
from  South  Africa  that  the  men  hare  wi 
of  late  had  the  usual  number  of  nighU  m 
bejd but  additicnal  men 
Di^e^  from  Aldershot,  «ad  *' 
iTicnt  is  shortly  expeeted  feCNn  thn 
tivr  Modicjil  Staff  Corpi,  ' 
tli>'  iiM'ii  tlicil-  proper 
I  iivi.  \'  III  lirivc  n  sepi 
Uiii y.  Tlic  sUff  offl 
.Liuplo,  iWi'i  fiirttiOJ'  iistw 
niitmv  has  bi'<_'ii  deeliiiisl 
the  ludy  supei-iut^iideut. 
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BROTHERHOOD  DEPRESSION  RANGE  I 
FINDER. 

Mr.  WEIB  (Boss  and  Cromarty) :  I 
Iwg  to  ask  the  u  nder  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  if  he  will  state  the  result  of  the 
experiments  at  Gibraltar  during  the 
manceuvres  in  1899  of  the  Brotherhood 
depression  range  tinder. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  Nothing  is  known  at 
the  War  OfBce  of  any  trial  of  the  Brother- 
hood depression  range  finder  at  Gib- 
raltar. No  allusion  was  made  to  any 
such  matter  in  the  report  of  the  general 
officer  commanding  on  the  manoeuvres 
•there  in  1899. 

RIFLE  RANGES. 

Colonel  ^VYNDHA^^  MURRAY 
•(Bath) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War,  in  view  of  the  fact  that 
since  the  issue  of  the  Lee-Metford  rifle 
572  rifle  ranges  have  been  closed  between 
1890  and  1899  in  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, as  against  only  208  new  ranges 
opened,  vmi  he  state  what  number  of 
ranges  have  been  opened,  and  at  what 
j»Uces  since  the  date  of  the  last  return  in 
1899  ;  and,  as  it  is  more  than  ever  neces- 
.sary  at  the  present  time  and  in  future 
that  constant  practice  throughout  the 
■country  should  take  place,  whether  some 
•of  those  ranges  which  were  closed  could 
be  reopened  for  short  range  practice  in 
places  where  there  is  no  range  accom- 
jnodation. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  In  reply  to  the  first 
part  of  the  question  the  number  is 
nineteen.  If  my  hon.  and  gallant  friend 
wishes,  I  will  give  him  a  list  of  these 
Tanges.  Efforts  will  be  made  in  the 
direction  indicated  by  the  hon.  Member 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  his  question, 
but  the  majority  of  the  old  ranges  which 
have  l>eeri  closed  were  really  uHsafe  under 
Any  circumstances,  and  the  growth  of 
■buildings  in  the  vicinity  renders  it 
doubtful  whether  much  can  be  done  in 
the  case  of  the  rest. 

WAR  OFFICE  INQUIRY  COMMITTEE, 
1898. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to 
the  War  Office  when  he  expects  to  be 
:able  to  communicate  to  the  House  the 
s-ecommendations    of    the  War  Office 


Inquiry  Committee  of  which  he  was  ap- 
pointed Chairman  in  1898 ;  and  what 
are  the  reasons  for  delaying  the  reforms 
in  the  War  Department. 

♦Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  The 
question  of  the  hon.  Member  assumes 
that  the  recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee will  be  communicated  to  the 
House,  but  the  Secretary  of  State  has 
given  no  decision  on  the  matter.  In  con- 
sequence of  great  pressure  of  work  in  the 
War  Office,  of  which  the  members  of  the 
Committee  have  their  full  share,  it  has 
been  impossible  to  hold  meetings  for  the 
consideration  of  the  chairman's  draft 
report.  No  important  change  in  the  dis- 
tribution of  work  that  might  be  decided 
upon  could  in  any  case  be  carried  out  at 
the  present  time  without  disadvantage  to 
the  public  service. 

ROYAL    ENGINEER  DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  War 
Office  whether  his  attention  has  been 
called  to  the  high  charges  foi;  masonry 
and  carpentering  work  undertaken  by  the 
Royal  Engineer  Department  as  compared 
with  buildings  erected  by  contract  in  the 
open  market ;  and  whether  the  Secretary 
of  State  would  be  prepared  to  appoint  a 
departmental  committee  to  inquire  into 
the  system  of  control  and  administration 
in  the  department  of  the  Inspector  General 
of  Fortifications. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS:  If 
the  hon.  Member  will  furnish  any  fact  or 
figures  tending  to  support  the  statement 
contained  in  the  first  paragraph  of  his 
question  the  Secretary  of  State  will 
willingly  cause  inquiry  to  be  made  upon 
the  subject,  but  a  general  assertion  such 
as  the  hon.  Member  put  forward  serves 
no  useful  purpose  and  cannot  be  accepted. 
I  may  inform  the  hon.  Member,  however, 
that  the  system  under  which  building 
work  is  now  executerl  for  the  War  Office 
is  already  undergoing  review. 

CASE  OF  GEORGE  SMITH,  OF  DEVON- 
PORT. 

Mr.  KEARLEY  (Devonport):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  what  is  the  rwison  of  the  delay  in 
paying  compensation  to  George  Smith, 
lately  a  plumber  under  the  War  Depart- 
ment, Devonport,  who  sustained  severe 
injuries  on  the  28th  April,  1899,  whilst 
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following  his  employment,  by  falling  from 
the  Raglan  Barracks  Clock  Tower ;  and 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  hurt  pay  he 
received  for  several  months  following  the 
accident  has  now  been  discontinued. 

♦Mk.  J.  POWELL  -  WILLIAMS : 
George  Smith  received  full  hurt  pay 
until  the  25th  October.  He  has  now 
been  awarded  a  gratuity  by  the  Treasury 
of  £84  158.  5d. 

TRANSP0RTS-3ED  BATTALION  ROYAL 
WEST  KENT  REGIMENT. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  whether 
it  has  been  brought  to  his  notice  that  the 
3rd  Battalion  Royal  West  Kent  Regiment 
M'as  recently  conveyed  to  Malta  in  a 
vessel  which  was  in  many  respects  un- 
satisfactory ;  and  whether  he  will  make 
inquiries  as  to  the  atatfflnent  that  the 
captain,  a  German,  was  only  prevented 
from  wrecking  the  vessel  by  the  timely 
action  of  the  first  mate,  and  that  the 
captain  afterwards  attempted  to  commit 
siucide  ;  .also  as  to  the  statement  that  the 
provisions  were  scanty,  and  the  prices  of 
provisions  at  the  canteen  belonging  to  the 
ship  exorbitant. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  A  report  has  been 
received  that  the  captain  of  the 
"  Golconda,"  the  vessel  in  question,  was 
inaipacitated  from  continuing  in  com- 
mand of  the  ship  owing  to  an  accident 
and  the  after  effects  of  an  attack  of 
influenza,  and  that  thereupon  the  com- 
miuid  devolved  upon  the  first  officer.  The 
captain  subsequently  committed  suicide 
on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  at  Malta.  The 
captain  had  been  twenty-two  years  in 
the  service  of  the  British  India  Company. 
No  complaint  has  been  made  by  the 
officer  commanding  the  troops  as  to  the 
quantity  or  prices  of  the  provisions. 


VOLUNTEER  COMMISSIONS. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to 
ask  Ihe  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
what  steps  have  been  token  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief to  put  a  stop  to  the  sale, 
by  an  agency  in  the  City  of  London,  of 
bonorary  colonelcies  in  Volunteer  regi- 
ments; and  whether  it  is  the  intention  of 
the  Secretary  of  State  to  advise  the  can- 
cellation of  the  commissions  of  gentlemen 
who  have  obtained  such  honorary  rank 
by  improper  payments  which  could  not 


be  regarded  as  coming  under  the  oategoiy 
of  regimental  subscriptions. 

*Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndhak)  :  Every  case  of  an 
officer  recommended  for  an  hononur 
colonelcy  in  the  Auxiliary  Forces  is  care- 
fully investigated,  and  recently  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  refused  to  appoint  a  gentle- 
man  whose  name  had  beon  put  forward 
for  the  honorary  colonelcy  of  a  Volunteer 
battalion.  Other  measures  are  not  at 
present  conadered  necessary. 

RUSSELL  "SHOOTING  DIRECTOa'' 
Sir  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  bee  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 
of  State  for  War  whether  an  invention  by 
Mr.  T.  G.  Russell  of  a  shooting  director, 
applicable  to  either  rifles  or  ordnano^ 
was  ordered  by  the  Gommuider4n-C1iief 
in  1889  to  be  examined  and  tried  at 
Aldershot  ;  whether  such  examii)ati<Hi 
and  trial  took  place,  and  whether  the 
inventor  was  allowed  to  be  present ;  and 
will  he  lay  upon  the  Table  the  report  of 
the  examining  committee. 

*Mr.  J,  PO^\^iLL-WILLIAMS  (for 
Mr.  Wyndham)  :  The  invention  refeired 
to  was  tried  by  a  committee  at  Aldershot 
in  1890.  The  committee  did  not  recom- 
mend its  adoption  into  the  service,  and 
the  General  Officer  Commanding  at  Aider- 
shot  concurred.  The  inventor  was  not 
allowed  to  be  present  at  the  trials ;  but 
was  permitted  to  go  to  Aldershot  for  the 
purpose  of  explaining  bis  apparatus  to 
the  officers  who  would  conduct  them. 
Such  reports  are  confidential,  and  cannot 
be  produced. 

Sir  J.  FERGUSSON:  I  be^  to 
ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  an  invention  by  Mr.  T.  G. 
Russell  of  a  shooting  director,  appIicaUe 
to  either  rifles  or  ordnance,  was  orderai 
by  the  Admiralty  to  be  t€«ted,  and  to 
tested  at  Whale  Island  and  at  sea  in  1 ; 
whether,  in  consequence  of  the  success  of 
the  first  trials,  300  rifle  appliances  wen 
ordered  by  the  Admiralty ;  wbethn 
further  and  c(»nplete  triau  were  su1>- 
sequently  made  with  both  skilled  shot- 
and  young  sailors ;  whether  heavy  gun 
trials  of  the  invention  were  carried  out  at 
Spithead  with  success  in  the  presence  ttf 
the  inventor,  and  also  oo  board  the  Ba^ 
ship  of  the  Channel  Squadron  in  hifi- 
absence ;  were  further  trials  ever  earned 
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•out  at  Spithead  in  the  absence  of  the  in-  '< 
venter ;  and  whether  he  will  lay  upon  i 
the  Table  reports  upon  these  several  I 
trials. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  will  take  my  neht  | 
hon.   friend's  questions  seriatim.     The  : 
invention  in  question  was  tested  as  stated. 
Three  hundred   rifle   appliances   were  i 
■ordered  because  it  was  considered  that  a  ! 
more    extended    trial    was    desirable,  i 
Further  trials  were  subsequently  made ! 
with  skilled  shots  and  young  seamen. 
Trials  of  this  invention  were  carried  out , 
-at  Spithead  in  the  presence  of  the  in- ; 
ventor,  but  were  not  sufficiently  suc- 
cessful to  justify  the  adoption  of  this 
invention  for  heavy  guns.    The  inventor 
has  informed  the  iulmiralty  that  some 
trials  of  this  invention  were  carried  out 
in  the  Channel  Squadron,  presumably  in  j 
his  absence,  but  no  report  of  these  trials  ' 
Tvas  made  by  the  vice-admiral  in  com- 
mand.   Some  further  trials  were  carried 
out  at  Spithead  in  the  absence  of  the 
inventor.     The  officer   conducting  the  | 
trials  found  it  necessary  to  stop  the  | 
attendance  of  the  inventor  at  these  trials 
on  account  of  his  constant  interference 
with  the  men  firing.    It  is  not  customary 
nor  in  accordance  with  the  interests  of  i 
the  public  service  to  lay  upon  the  Table  ' 
confidential  reports  of  this  nature. 

THE  BRITISH  AMBASSADOR  AT  PARIS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  1  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ' 
whether  the  Government  have  order^  , 
.the  temporary  withdrawal  of  the  British  , 
Ambassador  from  Paris  in  consequence  of  i 
the  all^;ed  oifensive  tone  of  the  French  , 
press  regarding  the  war  in  Africa. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer  is  \ 
in  the  negative.  | 

Mr.  miXIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
■ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  is  in  i 
charge  of  we  British  Embassy  in  Paris  1  [ 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  know  nothing  ' 
alwut  that,  but  I  suppose  the  next  in 
.command.  i 


Committee  of  this  House  to  consider  the 
constitution  and  functions  of  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  to  inquire  how  far  the 
exercise  of  its  power  in  governing- every 
Department  of  the  Government  is  for  the 
public  benefit,  and  to  what  extent  its 
claim  to  a  voice  in  all  decisions  of  admin- 
istrative authority  and  policy  leads  to 
delay. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  I  hai-dly  think 
that  so  fundamental  an  inquiry  as  that 
suggested  by  my  hon.  friend  could  with 
advantage  be  undertaken  at  the  present 
time. 

RUSSIAN  CONCESSIONS  IN  NORTHERN 
PERSIA. 

Mr.  DRAGE  (Derby) :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretaiy  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  if  he  can  conveniently  state  to 
the  House  whether  any  exclusive  con- 
cessions have  been  granted  to  Russian 
subjects  in  Northern  Persia  for  the  con- 
struction of  railways,  or  for  any  other 
commercial  object;  and  whether  anv 
attempt  has  been  made  by  Her  Majesty  s 
Government  to  obtain  the  demarcation 
of  an  English  sphere  of  interest  in 
Southern  Persia. 

•Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  ilay  I  also 
ask  ray  right  hon.  friend  whether  these 
railways  are  not  only  not  confined  to 
Northern  Persia,  but  extend  to  Bunder 
Abbas,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Persian  Gulf, 
and  close  to  Baluchistan. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  I  think  my  answer 
to  the  question  on  the  Paper  will  cover 
the  supplementary  question.  The  only 
concessions  granted  to  Russian  subjects 
in  Northern  Persia  of  which  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  aware  are : — A  conces- 
sion for  the  construction  of  a  road  from 
Enzell  to  Kasvin.  A  concession  for 
working  copper  and  other  mineral  de- 
posits in  the  mountainous  districts  of 
Azerhjan,  known  as  the  Karadagh  Range. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  are  fully 
alive  to  the  desirability  of  maintaining 
British  interests  in  Persia,  but  the  Persian 
Goveniment  has  not  hitherto  deemed  it 
advisable  to  recognise  spheres  of  interest 
of  any  foreign  Powers  in  that  country. 

OSilAN  DIGNA. 

♦Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES:  I  beg  to  Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND:  I  beg 
ftsk  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  ,  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
whether  Her  Majesty's  Government  will  |  Foreign  Affairs  if  he  will  state  the  nature 
consent  to  the  appointment  of  a  Select  \  of  the  treatment  accorded  to  Osmau 
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Digna  at  present,  and  how  it  is  intended 
to  treat  him  in  future. 

♦Mb.  BRODRICK:  We  have  no  infor- 
mation as  to  the  nature  of  the  treatment 
aocoided  to  Osman  Digna  beyond  the 
statement  which  was  communicated  to 

the  Egyptian  press  and  reproduced  in  the 
papers  here.  This  was  to  the  eflfect  that 
Osman  Digna  would  be  taken  to  Rosetta, 
and  there  interned  with  the  other  Dervish 
prisoners. 

INSUBORDINAXrON  AMONG 
EGYPTIAN  TKOOPS. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  whether  the  reports  of 
insubordination  on  the  part  of  certain 
regiments  of  Egyptian  troops  are  well 
founded ;  and  whether  he  has  any  state- 
ment to  make  on  the  subject.  j 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  It  is  understood ! 
that  two  black  battalions  at  Omdurman  I 
showed  some  signs  of  insubordination. ; 

The  matter  is  being  dealt  with  by  the  ' 
Sirdar,  and  the  latest  reports  of  the ! 
situation  are  satisfactory.  j 

THE   HYDROGRAPHICAL  CON- 
FERENCE. 

6Ir.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  he  is  now  in  a  position  to  give 
the  House  some  information  in  regara  to 
the  deliberations  of  the  Hydrographical , 
Conference,  which  assembled  last  summer  | 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  amon^t 
other  matters,  questdona  a^cting  uie 
fishing  industry.  | 

*Mr.  BRODRICK :  Communications  j 
have  recently  passed  on  this  subject^  but  | 
Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  are  not  yet  I 
in  a  position  to  make  any  eomoimcement. 

INCOME  TAX  RETURNS. 
Mr.  DALZIEL  {Kirkcaldy  Burghs) :  I 
beg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer whether  he  will  kindly  explain 
how  it  is  that  a  servant  of  a  limited  com- 
pany is  not  allowed  for  income  tax 
purposes  to  return  his  income  on  the  basis 
of  an  average  of  the  preceding  three  years, 
but  must  pay  on  the  current  year,  although 
the  company  itself  may  return  a  three 
years  average  and  also  servants  of  private 
firms. 

Sir  M.  hicks  BEACH:  It  is  the 
practice  to  allow  clerks,  travellers,  ware- 


housemen and  other  subordinate  employes 
of  public  companies  the  benefit  the 
three  years  average  for  income  tai 
purposes.  On  the  other  hand,  diieeton, 
secretaries,  managers,  and  other  persons 
holding  a  distinctive  office  are  charged— 
as  required  by  law — on  their  actual 
salaries,  fees,  or  other  emoluments  for  the 
year  then  current.  The  system  of  average 
was  devised  to  meet  the  case  of  busineaae* 
in  which  profits  are  precarious.  Incomes 
derived  from  fixed  and  regular  salaries, 
such  as  are  paid  to  the  chief  officers  of 
limited  companies,  do  not  &11  within  that 
categoiT.  But  it  has  been  thought  that 
it  may  be  extended  to  the  case  of  subordi- 
nates whose  employment  is  more  pre- 
carious and  probably  largely  dependent 
on  the  volume  of  business. 

LAND  SALES  BY  MUNICIPAL 
CORPORATIONS. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby, 
Ilkeston) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Local  (Jovemment  Board,  if  he  can 
state  th9  area  and  value  of  land  sold  by 
municipal  corporations  under  instruments 
confirmed  by  the  Board  during  last  year, 
and  also  the  total  area  of  the  lands  sold 
and  the  total  amount  realised  by  such 
sales  in  the  last  five  years. 

The  president  of  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  Chapus. 
Lincolnshire,  Sleaford)  ;  During  1899 
the  Jjocal  Government  Board  approved 
the  sale  by  municipal  corporations  of 
about  59  acres  of  land.  A  small  po:'tion 
of  the  land  was  to  be  sold  at  a  perpetual 
ground  rent  of  J&165,  and  the  reserve 
price  for  the  remainder  amounted  to 
£21,132.  The  total  area  of  land 
authorised  by  the  Board  to  be  sold 
dusin^  the  l^t  five  years  is  486  acres. 
Of  this  part  was  to  be  sold  at  a  perpetual 
ground  rent  of  £471,  and  the  reserve 
price  of  the  remainder  amounted  to 
£258,000.  The  Board  are  not  in 
possession  of  information  showing  the 
extent  to  which  these  lands  have  been 
actually  sold. 

OLD  AGE  PENSIONS. 

Sir  JAMES  RANKIN  (Herefordshire. 
Leominster) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  whether 
any  information  has  been  collected  by 
the  Local  Government  Board  as  to  the 
probable  number  of  persons  who  are 
living  in  the  United  Kingdom,  and  wha 
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fulfil  the  conditions  for  receiving  an  old- 
age  pension  laid  down  by  the  Select  Com- 
mittee upon  the  question  of  provision  for 
the  aged  poor,  presided  over  by  the 
President  of  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board,  and  which  presented  its  report  last 
summer ;  and  if  so,  whether  he  could  give 
such  information  to  the  House;  and 
whether  the  Government  have  any  inten- 
tion of  proposing  any  legislation  on  the 
subject  of  the  aged  poor  this  session. 

Mr.  CHAPLIN :  Ves,  Sir.  Informa- 
tion of  the  character  referred  to  has  been 
collected  by  a  committee  which  was  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  before  the  close 
of  last  session.  Their  report  has  been 
presented  and  it  was  laid  on  the  Table 
last  week.  It  is  not  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  propose  legislation  upon 
the  subject  of  their  inquiry  during  this 
session. 

PRECAUTIONS    AGAINST    FIKE  ON 
WAR  SHIPS. 

^IR.  BOND  (Nottingham,  K) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  First  Iiord  of  the  Admiralty 
whether  the  attention  of  the  Admiralty 
has  been  drawn  to  the  danger  arising  in 
time  of  war  from  the  use  of  wood  fittings 
and  fixtures  in  iron  warships,  as  demon- ' 
strated  by  occurrences  in  the  recent  war  j 
between.  Spain  and  America ;  and  whether  , 
any,  and  what  steps  have  been  taken  to 
obviate  such  danger  in  the  case  of  vessels 
already  built  or  in  process   of  con- 
struction. 

Mr.  GOSCHEN  :  I  need  scarcely  say 
that  my  most  earnest  attention  has  been 
given  to  this  matter,  and  the  attention  of 
successive  Boards  of  Admiralty  has  been 
constantly  directed  to  redudng  the  danger 
of  fire  on  board  men-of-war  in  action,  not 
only  as  a  result  of  recent  experience  but 
for  many  years  previously.  It  has  been 
the  endeavour  to  reduce  the  wooden 
fittings  in  ships  to  the  narrowest  limits 
compatible  with  comfort  and  habitability. 
Risks  of  fire  are  not  only  dealt  with  by 
minimising  the  use  of  wood,  but  much 
attention  nas  been  given  to  the  greater 
effidency  of  the  fire  service.  Metal  sub- 
stitutes for  wooden  fittings  have  been 
tried  where  found  suitable,  and  in  ships 
now  under  construction  non-inflammame 
wood  is  being  largely  used.  As  regards 
the  older  ships  it  will  be  our  endeavour 
to  minimise  the  danger  of  fire  in  those 
ships  as  far  as  possible  when  they  are 
undergoing  repair. 


ROYAL   NAVAL  RESERVE 
PENSIONERS. 

Sir  CHARI.ES  DILKE  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade  how 
many  boys  have  now  been  enrolled  as- 
probationers  in  the  Royal  Naval  Reserve, 
under  Section  6  of  the  Mercantile  Marine 
Fund  Act 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
Two  hundred  and  fifty-three. 

MERCHANT  SHIPPINfJ-CREW  ACCOM- 
MODATION. 

Mr.  HAVELOCK  WILSON  (Middles- 
brough) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of 
the  Board  of  Trade  whether  he  can  state 
the  number  of  places  occupied  or  exclu- 
sively used  by  firemen  and  trimmers  on 
board  the  Royal  Mail  Steamship  "  Cam- 
pania," owned  by  the  Gunard  Company, 
the  "  Teutonic,"  owned  by  the  White  Star 
Line,  the  steamship  "  Australian,"  owned 
by  the  Allan  Line,  the  "  Dunvegan. 
Oastle,"  owned  by  Messrs.  Currie  and 
Company,  the  "Australian,"  owned  by 
the  Peninsular  and  Oriental  Company, 
and  the  "  Norman,"  owned  by  the  Union 
Steam  Shipping  Company,  respectively ; 
and  whether  he  can  state,  with  respect  to 
each  of  these  ships,  the  cubical  measure- 
ment and  the  superficial  measurement  of 
such  places  measured  on  the  deck  or 
ceiling  j  the  height  of  -such  places- 
measured  from  deck  to  floor ;  how  many 
tiers  of  bunks  are  in  each  place ;  and  how 
many  firemen  and  trimmers  are  accommo- 
dated in  such  apartments. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  The  Boai^  of  Trade 
are  not  yet  in  possession  of  the  intricate 
and  complicated  particulars  necessary  to 
enable  me  to  reply  in  detail  to  the  hon. 
Member's  questipns.  If  it  were,  it  would 
be  quite  impossible  to  inflict  on  the  House 
so  lon^  an  answer  as  would  be  necessary. 
Inquines  are  being  made,  and  the  result- 
shall  be  communicated  to  him. 


REORGANISATION   OF   THE  EDUCA- 
TION DEPARTMENT. 

Mr.  GORDON  (Elgin  and  Nairn) :  I 
b^  to  ask  tiie  Vice-President  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council  on  Education  whether 

the  Departmental  Committee,  which  was> 
originally  appointed  for  the  re-organisa- 
tion of  the  Education  Department  and  the 
Science  and  Art  Department,  and  whose 
reference  has  since  been  enlaced  to  cover 
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the  organisation  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion, has  yet  presented  any  report  on  any, 
or  on  all,  of  the  matters  now  included  in 

its  reference ;  and  whether  he  will  now 
communicate  such  report  or  reports  to  the 
House. 

The  vice-president  of  the 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDU- 
CATION (Sir  J.  GORST,  Cambridge  Uni- 
versity) :  The  Committee  ■  have  made 
already  two  interim  reports.  The  iinal 
report  is  shortly  expected.  When  that 
report  is  received,  if  the  hon.  Member 
will  ask  the  question  again,  I  wilt  let  him 
know  if  it  can  be  laid  on  the  Table. 


CONSULTATIVE  COMMITTEE  OF  THE 
EDUCATION  DEPARTMENT. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  {Essex, 
Epping) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President 
of  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Educa- 
tion whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  frame  a  constitution 
for  the  Consultative  Committee  under  Sec- 
tion 4  of  the  Board  of  Education  Act ; 
and  whether  he  can  say  when  the  draft 
of  the  Order  proposing  to  appoint  this 
Committee  will  be  laid  upon  the  Table  of 
the  House,  in  accordance  witb  Section  5 
of  the  Act. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  preparation  of  the 
Order  in  Council  appointing  a  Consultative 
Committee  uuder  Section  4  of  the  Board 
-of  Education  Act  is  now  under  the  con- 
sideration of  Her  Majesty's  Government. 
I  cannot  at  present  answei  the  question 
in  the  second  paragraph. 

Sir  W.  hart  DYKE  (Kent,  Dart- 
ford)  :  May  I  ask  how  far  the  Department 
is  independent  of  Parliament  in  a  matter 
concerning  an  Act  passed  last  session  to 
come  into  force  on  the  1st  April  next  1 

*Mb.  speaker  :  Notice  must  be  given 
of  that  question. 

EDUCATION  GRANTS. 
Sir  albert  ROLLIT  (Islington,  S.) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the 
Committee  of  Council  on  Education,  does 
the  Education  Department  see  its  way  to 
extend  to  commercial  subjects  the  edu- 
cational grants  which  are  at  present  made 
to  science  and  art  subjects. 

Sir  J.  GORST  :  The  grant  at  present 
made  by  Parliament  is  restricted  to 
Science  and  Art  by  the  terms  of  the 


Vote.  The  Gknremment  would  not  move 
the  House  of  Commons  to  alter  this 
appropriation  until  the  whole  of  their 

plans  for  higher  Education  has  been  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  by  Parliament. 

THE   WALLACE  COLLECTION. 
Mr.  BABTLEY  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  when   it  is 
proposed  to  open  the  Wallace  Collection 
to  the  public. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Pres- 
ton) :  The  Trustees  have  informed  the 
Treasury  that  they  hope  to  be  in  a  posi- 
tion to  open  the  Galleiy  by  the  beginning 
of  May. 

WILL   INDEXES   AT  SOMERSET 
HOUSE. 

Colonel  WELBY  (Taunton):  I  heg 
to  ask  the  Secretary  to  the  Treasury 
whether  he  is  amre  that  the  index  to 
early  wills  in  Somerset  House  is  in  years 
or  small  groups  of  years  and  in  anti- 
quated handwritings  very  difficult  for 
ordinary  consulters  to  read  ;  and  whether 
he  can  see  his  way  to  causing  a  more 

feneral  index,  by  reigns  or  centuries,  to 
e  made  in  modem  handwriting  or  print, 
showing  the  place  of  residence  and 
county  of  each  testator. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  The  indexes  »«- 
tween  1383  And  1852  are  by  years  :  the 
indexes  between  1852  and  1857  form  a 
single  group,  and  the  indexes  from  185H 
to  the  present  time  are  again  by  years. 
Between  1383  and  (say)  1630  the  indexes 
are  frequently  very  difficult  to  decipher. 
From  1630  to  1852  they  are  in  the 
engrossing  hand  and  somewhat  difficult 
for  the  orainary  reader  to  decipher.  From 
1853  to  the  present  time  they  are  satis- 
factory. Of  course  such  an  index  as  my 
hon.  and  gallant  friend  suggests  could  he 
made ;  but  it  could  not  l»e  done  by  the 
present  staft*  of  the  Registry  and  it  would 
involve  a  very  considerable  expenditure. 

IRELAND— JUDICIAL  APPOINTMENTS. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.):  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland,  whether  seeing 
that  recently  gentlemen  differing  poli- 
tically from  the  Crovemment  have  been 
promoted  to  be  judges  in  England  and 
Scotland,  he  can  state  when  the  same 
rule  will  be  adopted  by  the  Government 
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in  Ireland  as  that  adopted  hj  the  Govern- 
ment in  England  and  Scotland  in  this 
matter. 

The  attorney  -  GENERAL  for 
IRELANI)  (Mr.  Atkinson,  London- 
derry, N.) :  The  Irish  Judges  are  not 
appointed  by  the  Irish  Government,  but 
by  Her  Majesty  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  Prime  Minister.  The  question 
should,  therefore,  be  addressed  to  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury. 

BELFAST  POLICE  CELLS. 
Mr.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  in  October 
last  a  man  named  James  Thompson  died 
in  the  police  cells  at  Belfast ;  and  that  it 
transpired  at  the  inquest  tJiat  the  cells 
were  crawling  with  t^ermin  and  alive  with 
rats,  and  were  equally  dangerous  to  the 
police  as  to  prisoners;  and  whether 
he  can  state  if  any  efforts  have  been  made 
by  the  Corporation  to  remedy  this  state 
of  things. 

Mb.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  am  informed  there  is  no 
foundation  whatever  for  the  statements 
contained  in  the  first  paragraph.  The 
man  James  Thompson,  to  whom  the 
question  presumably  refers,  died  more 
than  three  years  ago,  namely,  in  October, 
1896.  He  was  brought  to  the  police 
office  charged  with  drunkenness,  and  was 
at  once  removed  to  the  Union  Hospital, 
where  he  died  the  next  day  from  hemor^ 
rh^e  of  the  brain.  The  police  cells  are 
undergoing  reconstruction,  and  are  now 
almost  completed.  When  finished  they 
will  be  second  to  none  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

MONAGHAN  AND  THE  PEACE 
PRESERVATION  ACT. 

Mr.  DALY :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land whether  he  is  aware  that  the 
Monaghan  County  Council  passed  a  reso- 
lution requesting  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  to  revoke  the  proclamation  under 
the  Peace  Preservation  Act  from  the 
baronies  of  Famie  and  Cremome,  as  well 
as  the  parish  of  Ematris  in  that  county  ; 
and  whethei-  he  will  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  County  Council  in  this  matter  when 
it  is  remembered  that  .the  county  court 
judge  at  Monaghan  has  been  presented 
with  white  gloves  five  times,  and  at 
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Castleblaney  eight  times,  during  the  pas^ 
five  years,  oAving  to  the  crimeless  state  of 
I  the  county,  and  that  during  the  time 
'  mentioned  the  county  Monaghan  was  the 
1  only  county  in  Ulster  without  any  cases 
I  to  be  tried  at  the  winter  assizes. 

'  Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
'  Balfour)  :  The  resolution  referred  to  in 
,  the  first  paragraph  has  been  received.  It 
j  is  the  fact  that  no  criminal  cases  have 
been  tried  by  the  county  court  judge  at 
,  Monaghan  and  Castleblaney  Quarter 
;  Sessions  during  the  past  five  years. 
I  There  have  been,  however,  five  cases 
;  tried  at  winter  assizes  from  the  county 
I  during  the  same  period.  The  resolution 
appears  to  assume  that  the  general  condi- 
!  tion  of  the  county  is  evidenced  by  the 
,  number  of  cases  for  trial  before  a  Court 
of  Criminal  Jurisdiction.  Unfortunately 
'  this  is  not  so,  as  mnny  outrages  of  a 
I  serious  character  have  been  committed 
.  in  the  county  for  which  no  persons  have 
I  been  made  amenable.  The  County 
!  Council  hare  been  informed  that  ma 
'  Government  do  not  consider  it  desirable 
I  to  revoke  the  proclamation  in  question. 


PROCLAIMED  MEETlN(i  IN 

ROSCOMMON. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 
Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he 
;  can  state  the  grounds  upon  which  a  public 
j  meeting  called  to  establish  a  branch  of  the 
I  United  Irish  League  at  Kooskey,  county 
'  Roscommon,  was  suppressed ;  who  it  was 
I  that  swore  the  informations  upon  which 
Mr.  Browne,  R.M.,  acted ;  who  was  the 
1  person  whom  it  was  alleged  the  meeting 
I  was  called  to  boycott ;  what  were  the  ex- 
penses of  the  special  police  force  drafted 
'  in  to  suppress  the  meeting  ;  and  whether 
I  the  district  will  be  called  upon  to  pay 
I  these  expenses. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
i  four)  :  The   proclamation    which  was 
I  issued  prohibiting  the  holding  of  the 
;  meeting  at  Rooskey  on  the  2l8t  January 
was  based  upon  an  information  sworn  by 
the  district  inspector  of  constabulary. 
This  information  was  to  the  effect  that  he 
1  had  reasonable  grounds  ior  believing,  and 
did  believe,  that  the  meeting  would  lead 
1  to  boycotting  and  intimidation  and  to  a 
I  breach  of  the  peace,  and  would  be  an  un- 
'  lawful  assembly.    I  cannot  for  obvious 
reasons  give  the  name  of  the  person 
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against  whom  the  meeting  was  believed 
to  have  been  directed.  The  expenses  of 
the  police  force  employed  in  enforcing  the 
proclamation  amounted  to  £S1  38.,  of 
which  amount  a  sum  of  £4  ISs.  2d.  will 
be  recoverable  from  the  County  Ros- 
common. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL:  Did  the  sub- 
inspector  giro  any  names  in  his  informa- 
tion 1 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  cannot  answer 
that  question. 

Mr.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.) :  Why  are 
not  other  meetings  of  the  United  Irish 
League  suppressed  as  well  as  this  one  t 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


SANITARY  WORKS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  whether  he  can  state  what  steps 
have  been  taken  to  arrange  the  areas  of 
charge  for  special  sanitary  works  under 
the  Local  Government  Act ;  whether  he 
is  aware  that  in  consequence  of  the  pas- 
sage of  that  Act  local  districts  nave 
already  had  urban  charges  levied  on  the 
general  county  rate  as  a  union  at  large 
charge,  thereby  creating  dissatisfaction 
amongst  the  rural  population ;  and  that 
waterworks  and  other  sanitary  works  in- 
tended solely  for  the  benefit  of  urban  dis- 
tricts have  been  made  leviable  on  union 
districts ;  and  whether  it  is  proposed  by 
Order  in  Council  or  by  legislation  to 
remedy  this  grievance. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four): The  lawin  regard toareas  of  charge 
for  special  sanitary  expenses  has  not  been 
changed  by  the  Local  Government  (Ire- 
land) Act,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  taken  no  steps  in  the  matter 
since  the  issue  of  their  Orders  of  15th 
May  and  17th  July  last,  which,  having 
been  validated  by  the  Public  Works 
Loans  Act  of  last  year,  were  supposed  to 
have  redressed  the  more  important  of  the 
grievances  then  complained  of.  It  is  not 
a  fact  that  waterworks  and  other  charges 
for  urban  districts  have  been  levied  over 
unions,  but  small  public  health  charges  for 
portions  of  rural  distiicts  have  been 
ohai^ged  over  the  entire  rural  districts  of 
whim  these  portions  form  part.  Any 
further  alteration  in  the  areaa  of  charge 
thus  fixed  would  probably  be  ultra  vireSf 


but  the  cases  of  one  or  tw^o  localities 
which  were  not  included  in  the  Amending 
Order  of  July  last  have  since  been  4he 
subject  of  representations  to  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  it  is  under  con- 
sideration whether  it  may  not  be  advis- 
able in  the  course  of  the  present  session 
to  give  the  Boards  by  legislation,  power 
to  deal  with  such  cases. 


LISTOWEL  MAILS. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secr^ 
tary  to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  is  aware 
that  great  public  inconvenience  has  been 
caused  for  several  years  by  the  late 
arrival  of  Her  Majesty's  mails  at  Limerick, 
Rathkeale,  Newcastle,  and  Listowel,  and 
all  the  intervening  stations  and  surroand- 
ing  district,  between  Limerick  Junction 
and  Tralee,  and  that  when  the  train  con- 
nection at  Limerick  Junction  fails  (which 
is  frequently  three  times  a  week)  the 
arrival  of  the  mails  at  Listowel  and  other 
important  towns  is  eight  hours  late,  and 
the  answer  in  reply  is  also  delayed  seven- 
teen hours;  and  whether,  seeing  that 
numerous  complaints  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time  by  public  bodies  and 
commercifU  houses,  owing  to  the  inconve- 
nience caused  and  loss  sustained  by  the 
late  arrival  of  the  maJls,  some  remedy  can 
be  applied  to  prevent  a  continuatim  ai 
this  ^evance. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  The  train  connec- 
tion referred  to  has  failed  fifteen  times 
during  the  last  five  months,  but  during 
that  period  there  has  been  only  one  week, 
that  immediately  preceding  Christmas 
Day,  in  which  three  failures  have  oc- 
curred. There  has  only  been  one  failure 
of  junction  within  the  last  six  weeks,  and 
now  that  the  outgoing  American  mails 
are  no  longer  forwarded  on  Wednesdays 
by  the  orcunary  night  mail  service  to  Ire- 
land,  one  of  the  causes  of  delay  has  been 
removed.  A  return  of  the  amount  of 
correspondence  delayed  by  these  failures 
was  taken  some  time  ago,  and  as  it 
appeared  that  the  number  of  letters  was 
very  small,  the  Postmaster  General  did 
not  feel  justified  in  incurring  the  expense 
which  would  have  been  necessary  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy,  but  a  fresh  return  is  now 
being  taken  with  the  view  <tf  ascertaining 
whether  the  circunwtances  have  altere<L 
An  answer  shall  be  sent  to  the  faon. 
Member  as  soon  as  possible. 
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Mr.  flavin':  Will  the  Postmaster 
General  ^bsidise  the  local  cycle  company 
in  order  to  ensure  the  more  rapid  dellveiy 
of  Her  Majesty's  mails  ? 

Mr.  SPEAKER:  Oitler,  order  ! 

GALWAY  MAILS. 
Mr.  PINKERTON  (Galwav):  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Secrets^  to  the  Treasury,  as 
I'epresenting  the  Postmaster  General,  if 
he  is  aware  that  in  the  County  of  Gal- 
way,  in  a  thickly  populated  district  com- 
prising the  townlands  of  Carrabrown, 
Ballindooiey,  Kiloughter,  Coursefield, 
Ballyguerane,  and  Angliham,  there  is  no 
post  oifice,  daily  or  weekly  delivery  of 
letters,  and  that  the  people  of  those  town- 
lands  are  obliged  to  go  to  Galway,  a  dis-  \ 
tance  of  four  miles,  to  post  or  receive 
letters ;  and  if  he  will  take  steps  to  have 
this  state  of  matters  rectified. 

Mr.  HANBURY:  Inquiry  is  being 
made  with  the  view  of  affording  a  delivery 
of  letters  in  the  district  referred  to,  and 
the  question  of  establishing  a  post  office  in 
the  locality  will  be  considered  at  the  same 
time.  A  reply  will  be  communicated  to 
the  hon.  Member  as  soon  as  possible. 

TOBACCO  GROWIN(i  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice  -  President  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Department  for  Ireland,  if  he  can 
state  the  results 'of  experiments  recently 
made  in  Ireland  as  to  growing  tobacco ; 
and  whether  his  Department  intends  to 
take  steps  to  encourage  this  industry  in 
Ireland  for  the  future. 

*Thk   VICE-PRESIDENT   of  the 

AGRICULTURAL  DEPARTMENT  kir 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkftt,  Dublin  Co., 
S.)  ;  The  experiments  in  tobacco  growing 
referred  to  in  the  question  have  been 
conducted  during  the  past  two  seasons 
by  the  Donaghpatrick  Co-operative 
Agricultural  Society,  County  Meath, 
one  of  the  societies  established  by 
the  Irish  Agricultural  Organisation 
Society.  They  ^  to  show  that  tobacco 
will  grow  luxuriantly  in  Ireland.  The 
variety  grown  was  English  Virginian. 
The  tobacco  was  manufactured  by  Messi^. 
Goodbody,  of  Tullamoro,  35tb.  of  leaf 
producing  331b.  of  plug  and  flake  to- 
bacco. No  flavour  was  added  during  the 
manufacturing  process,  and  the  result 


was  a  fairly  good  sample  of  strong,  course 
tobacco,  containing  an  abnormal  percen- 
tage of  moisture  and  also  of  nicotine. 
Tms  Irish  sample  is  nearly  twice  as  strong 
as  the  strongest  tobacco  sold,  and  there-' 
fore  presumably  for  some  purposes  twice 
as  good.  The  cost  of  manufactiire  wa» 
4d.  per  pound,  and  the  Excise  duty  23.  Sd^ 
At  the  lowest  estimate  the  tobacco  selld 
wholesale  at  4s.  per  pound,  yielding  a  gross 
profit  of  £132  per  acre,  from  which  must 
bo  deducted  rent,  labour,  and  other  ex- 
penses of  production.  The  Donaghpatrick 
Society  proposes  to  continue  its  tobacco 
growing  experiments  this  year,  only  with  a 
finer  quality,  and  it  is  also  intended  tc 
carry  out  similar  experiments  on  the  experi- 
mental farms  of  other  societies  in 
different  parts  of  Ireland.  It  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
to  watch  these  proceedings  closely,  and 
give  whatever  expert  advice  and  assist- 
ance that  may  be  necessary. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  May  I 
ask  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  whether,  if 
these  experiments  are  satisfactory,  he 
will  take  steps  to  remove  the  prohibition 
which  now  exists  to  the  growing  of 
tobacco  in  Ireland ;  whether  he  will 
direct  the  attention  of  his  Department 
to  comment  on  this  matter  in  the  present 
issue  of  the  /mA  Toba<xo  Trade  Joamaly 
and  whether  he  will  place  some  of  this 
tobacco  in  the  smoking  room  of  the 
House. 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


CONGESTED  DISTRICTS  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  WILLUM  REDMOND :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Vice-President  of  the  Agricul- 
tural Department  for  Ireland  whether  he 
is  aware  that  the  public  bodies  in  county 
Clare  have  passed  resolutions  in  favour  of 
having  the  entire  county  included  in  the 
scheduled  districts  under  the  Congested 
Districts  Board ;  and  whether  there  is- 
any  intention  of  complying  with  thia 
desire. 

*Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  It  is  the  fact  that 
roBolutions  have  been  adopted  by  local 
bodies,  of  the  nature  mentioned  in  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question.  Legisla- 
tion would  be  necessary,  however,  to  give 
efl'ect  to  these  resolutions,  and  I  carinot 
give  any  undertaking  that  the  Govern- 
ment wUl  introduce  such  legislation. 
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RE-AFFORESTATION  IN  IRELAND. 

Mr.  FFRENCH  (Wexfoid,  S.) :  I  beg 


the  House.  124ii 
subject  being  intnr 


to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
whether  ho  has  been  informed  that  -a 
resolution  was  passed  by  the  Vr  exford 
Oounty  Council  condemning  the  wholesale 
destruction  of  woods  in  Ireland ;  and 
whether  he  would  consider  the  question 
of  introducing  a  Bill  for  the  re^fforesting 
of  that  country. 

*Mr.  PLUNKETT  :  With  the  per- 
mission of  my  right  hon.  friend  I  will 
reply  to  this  question.  The  resolution 
referred  to  has  been  received,  and,  as 
regards  the  su^ested  introduction  of  a 
Bill  for  the  purpose  of  re-afforeatation,  I 
may  remind  the  hon.  Member  that  by 
the  Agriculture  and  Technical  Instruction 
Act  of  last  year  the  duty  is  imposed  upon 
the  new  department  of  considering  the 
question  of  forestry  with  a  view  to  its 
improvement  and  development. 

IRISH  UNIVERSITY  EDUCATION. 

The  following  question  appeared  on  the 
paper : — 

Mr.  JOHN  EEDMOND :  To  ask  the 
First  Lord  <rf  the  Treasury  whether,  in 
view  of  the  admitted  importance  and 
urgency  of  the  question  of  university 
«ducation  in  Ireland,  he  will  afford 
facilities  at  an  early  date  for  its  dis- 
cussion. 

On  Mr.  Bedhond  being  called  on  to 
put  it,  he  said :  Inasmuch  as  one  of  my 
hon.  friends  has  to-day  obtained  the  first 
place  in  the  ballot  for  the  discussion  of 
this  subject^  I  will  not  put  the  question. 

SCOTLAND-SCHOOL  BOARD 
FRANCHISE. 

Mr.  WEIR:  I  beg  to  ask  the  First 
Lord  of  the  Treasury  whether  he  is  aware 
that  many  thousands  of  ratepayers  in 

Scotland  who  are  entitled  to  vote  for  the 
[parliamentary  representative  and  the 
county  and  parish  council  have  no  vote 
for  school  board  elections  by  reason  of 
their  rentals  being  less  than  £4  ;  and  will 
he  consider  the  advisability  of  introduc- 
ing legislation  this  session  which  will 
place  the  sehool  board  electorate  on  a 
satisfactory  footing. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR  :  The  facts 
.-stated  in  the  first  paragraph  axe  correct, 
Ibut  I  caiuiot  hold  out  any  hope  of 


I  legislation  on  the 

[  duced  this  session. 

'  Mr.  weir  :  Will  the  right  hon. 
I  Gentleman  support  the  Bill   I  have 

brought  in,  as  for  several  years  past  I 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  must  wait 
until  I  have  had  time  to  study  it. 

MARINE  INSURANCE  BILL. 
Mr.  WARR  (Liverpool,  East  Toxteth) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  First  Lord  of  the  Trea- 
sury whether  it  is  the  intention  of  the 
Government  to  introduce  the  Marine 
Insurance  Bill  during  the  present 
session. 

Mr.  a  J.  BALFOUR :  The  answer  to 
this  question  ia  in  the  affirmative. 


NEW  MEMBER  SWORN. 
George  Deniaon  Faber,  esquire,  for  the 
Borough  of  York. 


BUSINESS  OF  THE  HOUSE  (FINANCIAL 
BUSINESS). 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  I  do  not  think 
the  House  will,  under  the  somewhat  ex- 
ceptional conditions  of  the  session,  object 
to  the  motion  which  I  now  have  the 
honour  to  move,  as  this  session  is  dif- 
ferentiated from  previous  sessions  in  one 
or  two  very  important  factors  which  I 
will  briefly  recall  to  the  House.  It  is 
absolutely  necessary  that  without  delay 
the  War  Office  should  obtain  further 
powers  to  spend  money,  and  that  will  be 
done  under  the  Estimate  which  will  t>e 
proposed  by  the  Under  Secretary  for  War. 
It  is  further  necessary  that  the  Exchequer 
shall  have  power  to  make  payments,  and 
that  will  hfi  done  under  the  Appropria- 
tion Bill  which  will  immediately  follow 
my  hon.  friend's  statement.  It  will  also 
be  necessary  before  the  31st  March  that 
the  Treasury  should  have  further  powers 
to  obtain  money  by  borrowing  or  other- 
wise. The  power  to  take  Tuesday  for 
the  discussion  of  financial  business,  the 
House  will  see,  is,  therefore,  proposed  in 
the  interest  rather  of  the  House  than  of 
the  Government.  The  financial  business, 
which  will  enable  us  to  carry  on  the 
necessary  operations  in  South  Africa 
and  comply  with  the  law,  must  be 
got  through  by  a  certain  definite 
date,  and  if  the  discussion  is  to  )« 
as    complete    and   adequate   as  the 
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House  would  probably  desire,  it  is  neces- 
sary the  Government  should  obtain  such 
an  amount  of  time  as  will  give  that  lati- 
tude to  discussion  which  they  would  wish 
to  possess.  We  take  no  power,  it  will  be 
seen,  to  deal  with  any  legislative  pro- 
posal, and  there  will  consequently  be  no 
temptation  to  abuse  the  powers  for  which 
we  are  now  asking.  I  need  not  reiterate 
that  we  are  prepared  to  make  an  excep- 
tion to  the  motion  in  the  case  of  Tues- 
day, the  20th  instant,  which  we  trust 
will  be  entirely  allocated  to  the 
discussion  of  the  question  of  the 
inquiry  respecting  the  Jameson  raid. 
May  I,  in  conclusion,  express  a  hope  that 
the  House  will  grant  us  these  powers  and 
privileges  without  lengthened  debate,  so 
that,  with  the  shortest  possible  delay,  my 
hon.  friend  may  be  able  to  lay  his  state- 
ment before  the  House. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That,  until  the  end  of  the  financial 
year,  Financial  Business  do  have  prece- 
dence on  Tuesday  whenever  set  down  by 
the  Government,  and  that  the  provisions 
of  Standing  Order  56  be  extended  to  that 
6&y."—(llfr.  A.  J.  Balfour.) 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  House  is  hardly  in  a  humour  at 
present  to  offer  much  impediment  to 
Government  business,  especiallj^  of  the 
important  kind  to  which  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  referred.  At  the  same 
time  I  must  say  I  look  in  vain  for  a  pre- 
cedent such  as  we  might  have  expected 
the  right  hon.  Gentlenuui  to  lay  down  for 
the  proposals  he  now  makes.  There  are 
seven  weeks  between  the  present  time  and 
the  end  of  March.  There  are  seven  of 
these  Tuesdays  over  which  he  hangs  this 
sword,  and  I  may  further  point  out  that 
this  year  is  particularly  favourable  to  the 
Government  in  this  respect,  that  Easter 
comes  in  April,  so  that  there  is  no  deduc- 
tion to  be  made  from  the  time  on  account 
of  holidays.  On  that  ground  I  should 
tjave  thought  it  was  quite  superfluous  to 
make  a  motion  of  this  sort  which  threatens, 
in  an  unpleasant  way,  the  rights  and 
priv  ileges  of  private  Members. 

Mr.  A.  J.  BALFOUR:  It  is  in  their 
own  interest. 

Sir.  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN: 
Each  Member  does  not  think  that  it  is  in 
his  own  interest  to  have  his  i^vileges 


curtailed.  As  to  what  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman  has  said  of  the  necessity  or 
probability  of  extensive  discussion  (rf  the 
Army  and  other  Estimates,  I  have  no 
doubt  there  may  be  a  desire  fully  to 
discuss  them,  but,  so  far  as  the 
great  schemes  of  Army  extension  and 
organisation  go,  I  should  imagine  it  would 
be  much  more  suitable  that  they  should 
be  postponed  for  further  consideration 
at  a  time  when  the  atmosphere— I  mean 
the  moral  atmosphere  —  is  somewhat 
cooler,  and  when  we  are  away  from  the 
influence  of  existing  circumstances. 
However,  as  I  said  when  I  first  rose,  I  do- 
not  think  there  is  any  disposition  to  put 
any  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  Govern- 
ment managing  their  business  as  they 
choose  in  tais  respect,  and,  therefore,  I 
make  no  demur  to  the  proposal  of  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman. 

*Mr.  D.  a.  THOMAS  (Merthyr 
Tydvil) :  I  had  intended  to  move,  before 
I  received  the  assurance  of  the  right  hon. 
Gentleman,  an  Amendment  to  except 
Tuesday,  the  20th  inst.,  from  the  opera- 
tion of  this  resolution.  I  think  even  now 
it  would  be  more  in  accordance  with  pre- 
cedent if  an  Amendment  of  that  kind 
were  embodied.  [An  Hon.  Member  :, 
No,  no  !  ]  Well,  I  say  "  Yes,"  and  I 
know  what  I  am  talking  about.  I  may 
remitid  the  House  that  when  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman's  Government 
took  the  time  of  private  Members 
in  1898,  he  spiecially  excepted  two 
Wednesdays.  Still,  after  the  aaiurance 
of  the  right  hon.  (Gentleman  that  he  is 
not  only  going  to  except  Tuesday,  the 
20  thinst.,  out  also  to  allocate  the  entire 
day  to  the  discussion  set  down  for  that 
occasion,  1  do  not  propose  to  move  any 
Amendment. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) ;  I  can  well  understand  my  right  hon. 
friend  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition  getr 
ting  up  in  a  spirit  of  enormous  generosity 
and  acceding  practically  to  the  Govern- 
ment proposal.  But  we  on  these  benches 
are  private  Members.  This  is  a  private 
Members'  affair,  and  should  not  be  a 
matter  of  arrangement  between  the  two 
front  benches.  When  the  First  Lord  of 
the  Treasury  comes  down  with  motions 
of  this  kind,  he  usually  produces  a  half- 
sheet  of  paper,  on  which  are  set  forth  pre- 
cedents by  which  he  wishes  to  justify  his 
proposal.     We  are  told  that  such  and 
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euch  a  thing  occurred  in  such  and  auch  a 
year.  Now,  I  have  had  an  extended 
Parliamentary  experience,  and  I  ne\'er 
recollect  a  motion  of  this  kind  having 
been  made  so  early  in  the  session.  It  is 
A  systematic  attack  on  the  rights  of 
private  Members.  We  on  Uiese  oenches 
may  claim  to  be  unselfish  in  our  opposi- 
tion to  this  proposal,  for  we  have  no 
motions  down  for  the  Tuesdays  which 
Are  affected  by  it.  I  do  ask  the  right 
bon.  Gentleman  or  one  of  his  colleagues 
•to  give  us  a  precedent  for  a  motion  of 
this  kind.  It  is  a  shameless  raid  on  the 
rights  and  interests  of  private  Members, 
and  if  such  things  are  to  be  allowed,  we 
«hall  soon  have  left  to  us  no  rights  and 
no  interests. 
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Mr.  JAMES  LOWTHER  (Kent, 
Thanet)  said  that  whilst  under  the  special 
circumstances  he  did  not  desire  to  throw 
any  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the  Govern- 
ment, it  was  only  right  that  he  should 
explain  that  the  suggestion  he  made  a  few 
days  previously  to  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  had 
been  misunderstood.  He  had  made  the 
suggestion  that  when  the  Government 
found  it  necessary  to  take  time  which 
.otherwise  would  be  at  the  disposal  of 

Srivate  Members  of  the  House,  the 
rovernment  should  accede  an  equivalent 
:to  the  private  Members  at  some  later 
period  in  the  session,  when  the  exigencies 
of  public  business  permitted  it.  It  was  a 
precedent  which  had  been  followed  by 
Mr.  (jrladstone,  who,  when  he  asked 
^private  Members  to  give  him  one  night, 
undertook  to  place  private  Members' 
business  on  the  Paper  on  a  Grovernment 
night  in  the  order  in  which  it  came.  That 
was  the  suggestion  which  he  made. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  opposed  the 
.motion  that  financial  business  should  have 
precedence  on  Tuesdays.  The  motion,  in 
his  opinion,  simply  meant  that  seven 
Tuesdays  would  be  taken  away  from 
-private  Members.  The  tendency  of  Par- 
liamentary procedure  of  this  kind  was  to 
render  the  private  Members  more  and 
more  a  negligible  quantity.  The  danger 
he  foresaw  was  that  under  the  pressure  of 
urgency  the  House  would  be  asked  to 
pledge  itself  not  onl^  to  the  amount  of 
money  and  men  required  by  the  Govem- 
■  ment  to  prosecute  the  war,  but  to  addi- 
tions to  the  Navy  and  war  material  also. 
It  appeared  to  him  that  private  Members 

Mr.  Smfi  MacNem. 


of  the  House  had  no  biuiness  in  the 
House  but  to  be  whipped  up  to  go  into 
one  lobby  or  another  and  vote  aye  or  no 
as  the  case  might  be.  As  for  any  legisla- 
tion of  a  social  character,  they  appeared 
to  have  no  place  whatever,  yet  it  was  well 
known  the  moat  us^ul  legislation  of  that 
character  had  been  initiated  by  private 
Members  in  the  past.  So  far  as  he  was 
concerned,  so  long  as  he  had  had  a  seat  in 
the  House  he  always  had  protested,  and 
always  should  protest,  against  the  giWng 
of  private  Members*  time  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  day. 

Mr.  JOHN  REDMOND  (Waterford) 
disclaimed  being  one  of  those  who  took 
an  exalted  view  of  the  question  of  private 
Members'  time.  He  had  repeatedly  in 
the  past  voted  in  favour  of  the  Grovern- 
ment absorbing  the  time  of  private  Mem- 
bers, because,  in  his  opinion,  the  only 
chance  of  any  practical  legislation  wa'i 
through  the  Government.  If  the  pro- 
gramme was  generally  approved  the 
House  ought  to  give  its  time  to  can-jring 
it  out.  When  he  had  voted  for  the 
Government  on  similar  occasions  in  the 
past,  it  had  always  been  when  there  was 
legislation  proposed  of  which  he  approved. 
The  official  Leader  of  the  Opposition  had 
said  that  he  did  not  oppose  the  present 
motion,  and  in  sa3nng  that  he  had  spoken 
for  the  chief  portion,  no  doubt,  of  the 
Opposition.  The  right  hon.  Gentleman 
had  said  that  no  one  was  in  the  humour 
to  put  difficulties  in  the  way  of  the 
Government ;  but  speaking  for  a  con- 
siderable number  of  the  hon.  Gentlemen 
who  sat  and  thought  with  him,  he  (Mr. 
Redmond)  might  say  they  were  in  no 
humour  to  give  any  facilities  to  the 
Government  to  obtain  a  further  fifteen 
millions  of  money,  to  bring  to  a  success- 
ful conclusion  a  war  which  they  regarded 
as  an  unjust  and  an  abominable  war. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  I  think  there  ought  to  be 
an  assurance  such  as  has  been  asked  for 
by  the  hon.  Member  for  Thanet,  and  also 
the  assurance  that  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man will  apply  all  the  Government  time 
to  Government  business  as  well ;  otherwise 
it  will  be  open  to  the  Government  tu 
apply  the  whole  of  their  own  time  to 
other  puiposes,  while  the  time  of  private 
Members  is  used  for  the  financial  business 
of  the  Gk)vernment.  This  motion  is  not 
reasonable  in  my  opinion,  because  it  will 
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enable  the  Grovernment,  if  they  choose,  much  pressed — I  think  we  ought  to 

to  seize  certain  nights   when  matters  receive  some  assurance  that  if  this  House 

which  they  do  not  like  to  be  discussed  grants  this  facility  it  will  be  used  for  the 

are  going  to  be  debated,  and  having  purpose  of  carrying  on  financial  business 

regard  to  the  way  in  which  the  Govern-  which  could  not  otherwise  be  carried  on 

ment  has  studiously  avoided  all  questions  in  time. 

as  to  whether  General  BuUer  warned     The  House  divided  : — Ayes,  294  ;  Noes, 

them — a  question  which  will  be  very  40.   (Division  List  No.  11.)  , 


AclaDd-Hood,Capt.SirAlex.F. 
Aird,  John 

Allan,  William  (Gateshead) 
All)m»en,  Augustus  Henry  E. 
Archdale,  Edwanl  Merv-yn 
Arnold,  Alfred 
AruoUi-B'oreter,  Ilugh  O. 
Asquith,  Rt.  Hon.  Herbert  H. 
Atkinson,  Kt.  Hon.  John 
Auf!ti|i,Sir  John  (Yorkshire) 
Kailey,  Janiett  (Walworth) 
llaiUitt,  J.  E.  U.  (Inverness) 
llainbridge,  Emerson 
lUint,  John  Cieorge  Alexander 
Haker,  Sir  John 
Ital  Carres,  Lord 
Bal'lwin,  Alfred 
BaUonr.  Rt.Hon.  A.J.(Manch'r 
Banbury,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederic  Gorell 
BarTy,RtHnAHSinith-(HunU 
BarLley,  George  C,  T. 
beach,Kt.Hn.SirM.H.  (Bristol 
Beach,  Rt.  Hn.  W  WB.  (Hants. ) 
Beckett,  Ernest  William 
Bethel],  Comnuinder 
Bliownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddulpETMichael 
Blakiston- Houston,  John 
Blandeil,  Colonel  Heavy 
Bund,  Edwanl 
BoDDor,  Henry  Cosmo  Ornie 
Buwle8,Capt.H.K.(Middle8ex) 
Bowles,  T.GibsoD(King'sLynn 
Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brooktield,  A.  Montagu 
Bruwn,  Alexander  H. 
Bryce,  Rt.  Hon.  James 
Billiard,  Sir  Harry 
Butcher,  John  Geoi^e 
Buxton,  Sydney  Charlet* 
Caldwell,  James 
Cameron,  Sir  Chas.  (Glasgow) 
Campbell- Bannerman,  Sir  H. 
Canston,  Richard  Knight 
Cavendish,  R  F.  (N.  I^dcs.) 
Ca%'eQdisli,V".  C.  W.  (Derbysh. 
4'etul,  L'ltd  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Chamberlain,  KtHn.J.(Binn.) 
Chamberlain,  J.  A.  (Worc'r) 
Cliaaning,  Francis  Allston 
<'haplin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henrj' 
Charriagton,  Spencer 
Chelsea,  Viscount 
CoiEhill,  Douglas  Harry 
<'ollings,  Rt.  Hon.  Jesse 
Columb,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Cook,  Fred  Lucas  (I^iiibetli) 
Corbett,  A.  Cameroii(Glasgow 
Comwal  lis,  FiennesStan  ley  \V. 
Coartney,Rt.Hon.  LeooMd'H. 


AYES. 

Cox,  IrwinEdward  Bainbridge 
CrippB,  Charles  Alfred 
Cross,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cross,H.  8hepherd(Bolton} 
Cubitt.HoD.  Henry 
Currle,  Sir  Donaltf 
I  Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
'  Dalrymple,  Sir  Charles 
!  Daviea,  Sir  H.  D.  (Chatham) 
j  Davies,M.Vanghan-(Cardigan 
;  Dewar,  Arthur 
Dickson-Poynder,  Sir  John  P. 
Dilke,  Kt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
'  Dixon- Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Doiington,  Sir  John  Edward 
Douglity,  George 
Douglas,  Kt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Douglas- Pennant,  Hon.  E.  S. 
Drage,  Geoffrey 
Duncombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,  Rt.  H  n.  Sir  WilliamHart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tattoo 
Elliot,  Hn.  \.  Ralph  Douglas 
Evans,  Sir  F.  H.  (South'ton) 
Faber,  George  Denison 
Farquharson,  Dr.  Robert 
Fenmck,  Charles 
Fen;u8Son,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Eastbourne) 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Haves 
Fison,  Frederick  William 
Fitzmanrice.  Lord  Edmond 
Flaonery,  Sir  Fortescue 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Foster,  Sir  Wal  er( Derby  Co.) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Guloway,  William  Johnson 
Garat,  William 
Gedge,  Sydney 
Gibbs,  Hn. A.G.H.  (C.  of  Lon.) 
(iilliat,  John  Saunders 
CJiiulstone,  Rt.  Hn.  Herbert  J. 
<}oddard,  Daniel  Ford 
Gold,  Charles 

Goldaworthy,  Major-General 
(iordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gorst,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  J.  Eldon 
Goschen,  RtHnGJ(Stfieorge's) 
(Moulding,  Edward  Alfred 
Gourley,SirEd  wanlTemperley 
(irahaiii,  Henry  Robert 
Gray,  Ernest  (West  Ham) 
Green,  W.  D.  (Wednesbury) 
Grevitle,  Hon.  Ronald 
Grey,  Sir  Edward  (Berwick) 
Griffith,  Ellis  J. 
Haldane,  Richard  Burdon 
Halsey,  Thmtias  Frederick 


Hamilton,Rt.  Ho.  Lord  Georf^e 
Hanbury.Rt  Hod.  Robert  Wm. 
Hanson,  Sir  Reginald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Hare,  Thomas  Leigh 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Hayne,  Rt.  Hon.  Chas.  Seate- 
Hazel,  Walter 
Helder,  Augustus 
Hemphill,  Kt.  Hon.  Chas.  H. 
Hermon-Hodge,  R.  Trotter 
Uickmau,  Sir  Alfred 
Hill,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  S.  (Staffs.) 
Hill,  Sir  Edw.  Stock  (Bristol) 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hobbouse,'Henry 
Horniman,  Frederick  John 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howell.  William  Tudor 
Hutton,  John  (Yorka,  N.R.) 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederick 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  M. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wio.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Kay -Shuttle  worth,  RtH  n.SirU 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
KenyoD-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kimoer,  Henry 
Kinloch,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Knowles,  Lees 
Lafbne,  Alfred 
Laurie,  Lieut. -General 
Lawrence,SirE.  Duniing-(Corn 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lecky,Rt.  Hn.  WUliam  E.  H. 
Leese,  Sir  Jos.  F.  (Accrington) 
Leigh- Bennett,  Henry  Currie 
Letghton,  Stanley 
Len^,  Sir  John 
Leww,  John  Herbert 
Lockwood,  Lt.-Col.  A.  R. 
Lopes,  Henry  Yarde  Bnller 
Lorne,  Marquess  of 
Lowe,  Franeis  William 
Lowther.Ru  Hon.  Jame8(  Kent) 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lncas-Shadwell,  William 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellbon 
Macdona,  John  Cumming 
Maclean,  James  Mackenzie 
M'Crae,  George 
M'Ewan,  William 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Malculm,  Ian 
Maple,  Sir  John  Blundell 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Martin^  Riehard  Buidulph 
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Ma88ey-Mainwaring,HD.\V.F. 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Middleniore,  J.  Throgmoton 
Milner,  Sir  Fred.  George 
MUward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monckton,  Edward  Philip 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Monlafni,  Sir  S-CWniitecliapel) 
Iklooii,  Edward  Robert  Pacy 
More,  R.  Jaaper  (Shropshire) 
Morgan,  J.  Lloyd  (Carmarthen) 
Morley,  Rt.  Hod.  J.  (Montrose 
Morton,ArthurH.A.(Deptford 
Moulton,  John  Fletcher 
Muntz,  Philip  A.  ' 
Murray,  Rt.  Hn.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray,  Charles  J,  (Coventrv) 
Murray , Col.  Wyndbam  (Bath) 
Myera,  William  Heoir 
Newdigate,  Francis  Alexander 
Nicholson,  William  Graham 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Neill,  Hon.  Robert  Torrent* 
Orr-Ewini;,  Charles  Lindsay 
l*almer,  (ieorgeWni.(  Reading) 
Pa.:lton,  James  Mellor 
Pease,  HerbertP.(Darlington] 
Perks,  Robert  William 
I*ierpoint,  Robert 
Pakmgton.SirG.  A(Lanc«,S  W ) 
Platt-Higjnns,  Fredeiick 
PlunketCRt.  Hon.  H.  C. 
Powell,  Sir  Francis  Sharp 
Pretyman,  Ernest  Ueoige 
Price,  Robert  John 
Pryce-JoneB,  Lt.-Col.  Edward 
Purvis,  Robert 


Abraham,  Wm.  (Cork,  N.E.) 
Austin,  M.  (Limoick,  W.) 
Blake,  Edward 

Carvill,  Patrick  U,  Hamilton 
Clark,  Dr.  G.B. 
Condon,  Thomas  Joseph 
Crean,  Eagene 
Criliy,  Daniel 
Daly,  James 
Dorian,  P.  C. 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Farrell,  James  P.  tCavao,  W.) 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christoiilier 
Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 


{COMMONS} 

Quilter,  Sir  Cuthbert  { 
Kasch,  Major  Frederic  Came  i 
Reid,  Sir  R.  Threshie  | 
Rentoul,  James  Alexander  i 
Richardson,  J.  (Durham,  S.E.)  I 
Richardson,SirTho8.(Hartlep'l  ' 
Rickett,  J.  Corapton 
Ridley,Rt.Hn.SirMatthewW.  ! 
Ritchie,Rt.Hn.Chas.Thom8on  [ 
Roberts,  John  H.  (Denbighs.) 
Robertson,  Edmund  (Dundee)  | 
Robert8on,Herbert  (Hackney)  i 
Robinson,  Brooke  I 
Rollit,  Sir  Albert  Kaye 
Round,  James  I 
Ru88el],Gen.F.S.  (Cheltenham)  , 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley  ! 
Samuel,  Harry  S.  (Limd^onse) 
Sandys,  Lient  Col.  Thos.Myles  i 
Sasaooii,  Sir  Edward  Albert  ' 
SanndersoQ.Rt.Hn.CiiI.Ed.  J.  I 
Scoble,  Sii-  Andrew  Richard 
Seeley,  Charles  Hilton  ; 
Sharpe,  William  Edwanl  T. 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Shaw-Stewart,  M.H.  (Renfrew  ■ 
Sinclair, Capt.  Job  n(Forfar8h'e  ' 
Sinclair,  LouIh  (Romford)  i 
Smith,  Abe!  H.  (Christchurch)  i 
Smith,JaniesParker  (Lanarks. 
Smith,  Samuel  (Flint) 
Smith,  Hon.  W.  F.  D.  (Strand) 
Spencer,  Ernest  I 
Stanley,  Ed  ward  Jas.  (Somerset  i 
Stephens,  Henry  Charles 
Stevenson,  Francis  S.  i 
Stirling- Maxwell,  Sir  John  M.  , 
Strachey,  Edward 

NOES. 

Hainmonil,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Healy,  Manrice  (Coik) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Lawson,  SirWilf rid(  Cum'land) 
Lough,  Thomas 
MacDonnell,Dr.M.A.(y'n"R  C. 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Csrtan,  Michael 
M'Ghee,  Richard 
Mandeviile,  J.  Francis 
Mumaghan,  GecngB 
O'Brien,  I^triek  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donogal) 
O'Connor,  Ja8.(Wicklow,  W.) 
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StrU  't,  Hon.  Charles  Hedley 
Talbot,Rt.Hn.J.G.(OxfdUiu. 
Tennant,  Harold  John 
Thoinas,Abel(CanuartlMn.E.) 
Thomas,Alfred(Gtajttoisaii3- 
Thomas,  David  Alfred  (MerthT 
Thorbum,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tritton,  Charles  Ernest 
Ure,  Alexander 
Vemey.Hon.  lUchardGreville 
Vincent,  Sir  EUlgar  (Exeter) 
Wallace,  Robert 
Ward,  Hon.  R.  A.  (Crewe) 
Warner,  ThomasConrtenayT. 
Warr,  Augnstus  Fred«rick 
Wason,  Eugene 
W^ebster,  Sm-  RiclianI  E. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whitmore,  Chas.  Algernon 
Williants,John  Carveri(Nott«.^ 
Williams,  Joseph  P.-  (Biim.) 
Willoughby  de  Erosby,  Lord 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hnll) 
Wilson,  Frederick  W.  (Norfolk ) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wodehoase,HuHn.E.R<Bath) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Wortley,  Rt.Hn.C.B.  Stnart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
WyvUI,  Marmaduke  VXivj 
Yoxall,  James  Henry 
Tellers  for  the  Atss— 

Sir  MlUiam  Walrond  asd 

Mr.  Aostruiher. 


O'Connor,  T  P.  (Liverpool) 
Pinkeirton,  John 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Redmond,  John  E.  (Waterfcml 
Redmond.  William  (Clan) 
Roberts,  John  Birn  (Eifioa) 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeatli) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  Keams 
Tully,  jasper 

Tellers  for  the  N<ws~ 
Sir  Thomas  Esmoade  and 
Captain  Dondan. 


Ordered,  That,  until  the  end  of  the  finan- 
cial year,  financial  business  do  have  prece- 
dence on  Tuesday  whenever  set  down  by 
the  Government,  and  that  the  provisions 
of  Standing  Order  56  be  extended  to  that 
day. 

NEiF  BILLS. 


RAILWAYS  (PREVENTION   OF  ACCI- 
DENTS). 

The  president  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon) :  I 


desire  to  introduce  the  Railway  Ednploy- 
ment  (Prevention  of  Accidents)  ffill, 
which  is  a  measure  for  the  better  ;»%ven- 
tion  of  accidents  to  persons  employed  on 
railways.  I  do  not  intend  to  take  up  the 
time  of  the  House,  who,  I  am  sure,  arc 
desirous  of  hearing  my  faon.  hiend  the 
Under  Secretary  otState  for  War,  and  1 
hardly  think  any  enalanafcitm  of  this 
measure  is  necessary.  This  has  been 
framed  to  carry  out  the  recoinmeiidatioiu 
of  the  Royal  Commission  that  cmain 
operations  of  railway  service  should  be 
declared  "dangerous  trades,"  and  in  pre- 
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senting  this  Bitl  to  Parliament  at  the 
earliest  possible  moment  I  believe  we  are 
performing  an  imperative  duty. 

Bill  ordered  to  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ritchie  and  Mr.  Solicitor  Q«neral. 

RAILWAYS  .(PREVENTION   OF  ACCI- 
DENTS) BILL. 

"  For  the  better  prevention  of  accidents 
on  railways,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Thursday,  and  to  be  printed.    [Bill  78.] 

COMPANIES  ACTS  AMENDMENT. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  I  desire  also  to  intro- 
duce a  Bill  to  amend  the  Companies  Acts. 
The  House  will  remember  that  this 
measure  was  considered  by  the  House  of 
Lords,  and  the  result  of  that  considera- 
tion was  that  a  Bill  was  framed  by  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords  dealing 
with  a  very  large  number  of  the  points  to 
which  public  attention  has  been  drawn. 

Mr.  SWIFT  M.AcNEILL  :  Upon  a 
point  of  order,  I  wish  to  know  if  a  Bill  of 
this  kind  can  be  introduced  under  the 
ten  minutes  rule  ? 

♦Mr.  SPEAKER  :  It  is  entirely  at  the 
discretion  of  the  Government  what  Bills 
they  should  introduce.  The  Standing 
Order  imposes  the  responsibility  upon 
them  and  not  upon  mc. 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  The  Government 
thought  it  desirable  to  introduce  this  Bill 
as  it  came  from  the  Lords  with  only  a 
small  verbal  amendment. 

Bill  ordered  td  be  brought  in  by  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Mr.  Attorney  General,  and  Mr. 
i^olicitor  General. 

COMPANIES  BILL. 
"  To  amend  the  Companies  Acts,"  pre- 
sented, and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read 
JSk  second  time  upon  Thursday,  and  to  be 
printed.    [Bill  79.] 


SUPPLY. 
Considered  in  Committee. 

{In  the  Committee.) 

J^Mr.  J.  W.  LowTHER  (Cumberland,  Pen- 
rith) in  the  Chair.] 

Army  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
(1899-1900). 

Number  of  Land  Force.s, 

The  under  SECRETARYof  STATE 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  WvNDHAM,  Dover)  :  For 

VOL.  LXXVm.  [FoL-RTH  SBawES.]  ' 


the  second  time  in  the  course  of  this 
financial  year  it  is  my  duty  to  submit  a 
Supplementary  Estimate  to  this  Committee 
for  Army  services.    Hon.  Members  will 
recollect  that  in  October  last  we  voted 
35,000  men  and  £10,000,000  in  addition 
to  something  less  than  185,000  men  and 
something  more  than  £20,600,000,  which 
were  voted  on  the  normal  annual  Esti- 
mates of  the  year.    That  Supplementary 
Estimate  in  October  last  was  based  upon 
our  expectation  of  the  sum  which  would 
fall  due  for  payment  in  connection  with 
the  war  in  South  Africa  before  March  31. 
I  feel.  Sir,  that  I  ought  to  apologise  to 
this  Committee  for  mentioning  so  ele- 
mentary a  matter,  but  my  exotme  is  this, 
that  although  we  are  all  more  or  less  ex- 
perts here  and  familiar  with  the  methods 
by  which  authority  is  given  for  raising 
supplies,   there  are  others  outside  this 
I  House  who  cannot  be  expected  to  know 
all  the  details  of  our  financial  system,  but 
who  take  a  very  intelligible  interest  not 
only  in  the  conduct  but  also  in  the  cost  of 
this  war.    I  was  travelling  the  other  day 
in  the  train,  and  I  happened  to  be  the 
unwilling  eavesdropper  during  a  very 
animated  debate,    in    which  vigorous 
charges  were  preferred  against  the  Govern- 
ment, especially  in  respect  of  what  right 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  call  the  Govern- 
ment's want  of  judgment  and  foresight, 
and  the  most  prodigious  indictment  of  all 
was  that  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chan- 
cellor of  the   Exchequer   laboured  last 
October  under  the  delusion  that  this  war 
could  ])e  successfully  concluded  for  the 
sum  of  £10,000,000.    I  wish  to  protect 
my    right    hon.    friend    ^inst  any 
similar    misapprehension    with  regard 
to  this  Supplementary  Estimate.    I  may 
perhaps  say  that,  if  the  force  originally 
estimated    at    75,000  men  and  some 
colonial  troops  had  proved  sufficient,  that 
estimate  would  have  been  a  close  one. 
But  all  that  is  ancient  history.    We  have 
had  to  double  and  more  than  double 
this  force,  and  therefore  it  is  I  have  to 
come  down  for  the  third  time  in  one 
financial  year  to  the  Committee  and  ask 
for  more  men  and  more  money.  This 
Estimate  covers  two  broad  purposes.  The 
men  and  the  money  needed  for  the 
prosecution  of  this  war  account  for  by 
far  the  greater  part  of  the  Estimate  which 
I  am  now  submitting,  but  they  do  not,  as 
I  shall  show,  account  for  the  whole  of  it. 
I  do  not  propo.se,  in  my  opening  state- 
ment in  introducing  this  Estimate,  to 
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dwell  upon  the  subject  of  the  prosecution 
of  the  war,  although  I  hope  I  shall  he 
ready  in  reply  to  give  upon  that  subject 
any  further  information  which  any 
hon.  Member  may  desire.  But  1  dealt 
with  that  subject  at  some  length  not 
many  days  ago,  and  I  believe  I  shall 
folfil  the  somewhat  general  expectation 
if  I  piwecd  at  onco  to  other  services  of  a 
different  character — namely,  those  which 
are  necessarj',  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Government,  for  placing  home  defence 
upon  a  satisfactory  basis.  The  amount 
asked  for  in  this  Estimate  in  respect  of 
those  services  I  may  say  affords  no  clue, 
in  our  opinion,  to  their  importance, 
and  certainly  no  clue  to  their  mi^itude. 
We  are  engaged  in  an  over-sea  expedition 
of  uiiparalkled  magnitude,  and  that  has 
had  two  consequences.  In  the  first  place, 
in  spite  of  its  magnitude,  it  has  failed  to 
achieve  its  object,  and  we  have  to  ask 
for  further  sums  for  the  prosecution  of 
the  war.  But  in  the  second  place,  because 
of  its  magnitude  it  has  reduced  the  re- 
soui-ccH  available  for  honie  defence  to  a 
level  altogether  inadequate.  On  that 
groiind  we  have  to  come  to  this  Com- 
mittee and  iusk  hon.  Membera  to  remedy 
that  defect.  Now  we  are  making  this 
appeal,  but  let  me  assure  hon.  Members 
that  we  make  it  in  no  spirit  of  panic. 
This  risk,  aeainst  which  military 
defence  provides  one  half  of  the 
insurance,  and  only  one  half,  is  not,  I 
believe,  neai-er,  not  much  nearer,  to-day 
than  it  was  a  year  ago.  But  it  is  per- 
ceptibly greater.  In  exact  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  our  military  home 
defences,  that  nsk  is  greater,  and  that  is 
quite  enough  for  the  (rovemment.  It  is 
sufficient  to  justify  their  demand,  and  it 
is  sufficient,  I  believe,  to  Justify  our  con- 
fidence that  this  Committee  and  the 
country  will  respond,  will  even  seek  to 
outstrip  the  CTOvernment  in  their  alacrity 
to  respond  to  such  an  appeal.  Sir,  1 
ought  to  say  that  our  confidence  in  the 
power  and  splendid  etficietioy  of  the  Fleet 
was  never  greater^  or  more  legitimate 
than  it  is  now.  But,  whatever  that  con- 
fidence may  be.  and  however  reasonably 
entertained,  neither  this  nor  any  other 
Government  could  Ije  content  to  see  the 
military  resonrces  for  home  defence  fall 
much  below  the  level  to  which  we  have 
been  accustomed,  or  to  brook  a  moment's 
delay  in  taking  the  steps  which  are 
necessiiry  to  reduce  the  risk  of  which  I 
haA  o  spoken  to  the  limifs  which  we  can 
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contemplate  with  serenity.  I  have  men- 
tioned the  Fleet,  and  at  the  outset  I  pro- 
pose only  to  mention,  to  touch  Ujpon,  and 
then  leave  the  regular  Army.  I  do  that 
for  one  reason,  because,  even  during  the 
short  time  that  I  have  represented  the 
War  Office,  we  have  heard  the  fiegular 
Army  discussed  again  and  again.  As  I 
pointed  out  last  October,  controversy  hw> 
raged  round  every  detail  of  it — abcKit  its 
numliers,  the  composition  of  its  units,  the 
Re'sene,  the  short-senice  system,  the 
machinery  by  which  it  provides  drafts  to 
relieve  the  Army  abroad,  and  at  the  same 
time  mobilises  for  home  defence.  All 
that  has  been  discussed,  and  the  discus-' 
sions  have  been  most  interesting.  But 
they  have  had  this  result :  that,  so  far  as. 
I  know,  the  Votes  on  our  Estimates  for  the 
Militia,  Yeomanry,  and  Volunteers  have 
not  been  discussed  for  two  or  three  years. 
These  most  important  forces,  these  great 
sources,  as  we  think,  of  actual  strength, 
and,  perhaps,  greater  sources  of  potential 
strength,  have  been  altogether  obscured 
and  withdrawn  from  the  consideration  of 
the  House  of  Commons.  Now,  the  first 
question  which  I  think  should  be  sub- 
mitted to  this  Committee  at  this  time 
is  how  we  can  turn  the  Auxiliarr 
foi-ces  of  this  country  to  the  best  account. 
This  subject  has  exercised  a  deal  of 
puljlic  attention  recently.  Writers  of  re- 
pute, and  in  some  cases  oi  authority, 
have  urged  on  the  Government  recome 
to  some  measure  of  modified  compulsion. 
The  Goverinnent  do  not  propose  to  take- 
that  .step.  It  '\A  the  view  of  the  Govern- 
ment that  these  writers  have  overlooketl 
or  altogether  under-estimated  the  vast 
A'ohune  of  \'olnntiiry  effort  which  has 
been  offered  in  face  of  emergency  by  the 
Yeomanry,  by  Volunteer  corps,  and  even 
by  ei^  ilians,  not  only  in  this  country-,  Imi 
in  every  part  of  Her  Majesty  s  dominions. 
Wo  therefore  think  it  inexpedient  even 
to  consider  any  recourse  to  compulsion 
until  some  further  attempt  has  I>een 
made  tt»  develop  and  organise  these 
Auxiliary  forces  in  time  of  peace.  Our 
task  -and  I  put  this  as  plainly  as  I  can 
to  the  Committee  -is  not  to  throw  the 
whole  British  Army  and  Auxiliary  forces 
into  the  melting  pot^  with  the  War  Office 
into  the  h^'gain.  Xothing  could  be  more 
foolish  at  such  a  momeut.  Our  task  is  to 
meet  a  great  emei^ncy  by  expedients. 
It  does  not  follow  that  all  these  expedi- 
ents must  l>e  tempomrv.  Our  opinion  is 
that,  wheroA'er  possible,  these  expedients 
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should  form  integnd  parts  of  a  permanent ;  calculation.     I    have  only    taken  into 
scheme,  and  that,  wherever  that  is  not '  account  men  who  in    the  Militia  and 
possible — and  in  many  cases  it  must  I  Yeomanry  were  present  at  training  last 
necessarily  be  impi^ible — they  should, !  year,  and  in  the  Volunteers  men  who 
at  any  rate,  provide  for  us  instructive  ■  were    efficient,    and    then    made  the 
experiments  from  which  we  may  advance  ;  necessiiry  additions  and  deductions.  But 
towards    permanency    such   a  scheme  '  I  must  point  out  that  recruiting  for  the 
as  would  pro\-ide  for  the  normal  reciuire-   Auxiliary  forces  during  the  last  month  or 
ments  of  the  Empire  in  times  of  peace,  ^  so  has  rejiche{l  a  le^'el  which  it  ne\  er 
and  yet  be  capable  of  expansion  in  time  reached  before.    It  has  reached  such  a 
of  war  to  the  limits  demanded  by  a  period  ,  le\  el  as  altogether  to  make  good  and  ex- 
of  Imperial  danger.    We  hold  that  there  ;  ceed  the  drain  to  which  these  forces  have 
is  some  consolation  for  our  present  ditti-  been  sulijectetl,  owing  to  those  numbers 
culties  in  the  great  response  of  patriotism  who  ha\  e  with  so  much  patiiotism  and 
which  they  have  evoked.    We  hold  that ,  gallantry  crossed  the  sea  to  fight  for  theii- 
this  is  a  unique  opportunity,  and  we  believe  I  country.     The  Militia  has  gained  by 
that  unless  we  turn  it  to  the  best ,  recmits  last  month  .1,000  men.    I  ought 
account  it  will  not  remain  unique,  and  just  to  point  out  that  that  is  an  luuler- 
we  think  that  unless  we  profit       the  estimate  :  4,729  recruits  have  joined  the 
present  occasion  similar  difficulties,  per- 1  Militia,  but,  as  hon.  members  who  take  an 
haps  in  an  aggra^'ated  form,  may  trouble  !  interest  in  these  matters  are  well  aware, 
us  in  the  future.    It  is  said  we  can  only  <  agi-eat  number  of  men  joining  the  Militia 
leam  by  experience.    That  is  our  inten- '  engage  almost  imme<liately  afterwards  in 
tion.    A    wise    man    makes    a    little  '  the  Army.    Everyone  will,  I  think,  allow 
experience  go  a  long  way.    We  have  that  I  \ia\c  made  a  ^  ery  liberal  and  ample 
had     enough     experience,     and     we  i  reduction  when  I  put  the  net  gain  at 
think   we   ^ave    nad  enough  in  the  .3,000.    The  Yeomanry  have  received  in 
last  few  months  to  justify  us  in  making  the  last  month  2,000  i-ecniits.    Of  course 
proposals  of  some  magnitude  to  the  Com-  it  is  true  that  the  Yeomanry  arc  sending 
mittee  and  the  nation.    What  is  the  posi-  8,000  men  to  South  Africa.  But  all  these 
tion  ?    We  have  sent  to  South  Africa  a  men  were  not  Yeomen  on  the  establish- 
very  large  proportion  of  all  the  men  who  nient.    We  calculate  that  about  2,500  of 
have  been  trained  in  the  Regular  Army,  i  them  were  yeomen  and  the  rest  were 
1  am  not  going  into  the  point  as  to  the  civilians  who  have  been  brought  into  that 
tmits  which  have  been  sent  or  as  1 1  the  ■  force  and  trained  with  great  experUtion  — 
breaches  that  have  Ikscu  made  in  the  thanks  to  the  fact  that  in  the  Yeomanry 
organisation.     I  refer  to  the  number  and  ;  we  have  an  admirable  machine  which, 
no  more;  but  not  all  the  trained  men  thanks  to  the  energy  of  the  Yeomanry 
have  been  sent.    In  all  on  Februaiy  1  we  officers,  hiis  been  fulmirably  worked  in 
had  still  in  this  country  109,000  Kegidar  order  to  provide  the  country  at  this 
troops.    Still  we  are  left  largely  depend-  moment  with  a  considerable  force  of 
dent  on  the  Auxiliary  forces.    Now,  first,  niountcrl  infantry.    The  Volunteers  have 
I  should  like  to  consider  the  Auxiliary  gained  by  recruiting  last  month  5,000  men, 
forees  in  respect  of  numl>ers,  in  respect  of  so  that  the  total  gain  in  numbers  of  the 
their  units,  regiments,  battalions,  batter-   Auxiliary  foi'ces  in  a  month  has  been 
ies,  and  the  duties  at  present  allocated  to   10,000.  That  is  under  existing  conditions, 
those  units  under  the  existing  scheme  of  ;  and  with  existing  facilities  I  should  like  the 
defence.    I^astly,  I  should  like  to  submit  Committee  to  consider  the  establishment 
to  the  Committee  the  ofnwrtunities  wo  '  of  these   Auxiliary  forces,   because  the 
intend  to  give  the  Auxiliary  forces  in  ,  number  which  I  gave  of  328,000  is  very  far 
order  that  their  numbers  may  expand,  below  the  number  of  their  establishment, 
and  that  they  may  1)6  in  a  position  not  I  will  not  weary  the  Committee,  if  you 
only  to  fulfil  their  present  duties  more  '  are  satisfied  with  the  details  which  I  am 
efficiently,  but  to  take  up  other  duties  of  ,  giving,  by  troubling  you  with  too  many 
a  more  onerous  and  exacting  character,  figures.    But  I  would  take  the  full  estab- 
First,  Jis   to  the    mere  numbers.     On  ;  lishment  of  the  Militiji,  the  Yeomanry,  and 
February  1  there  were  in  this  country  ;  the  Vohuiteers  which  stood  last  year  at 
Militiamen   97,500,    Yeomanry    9,000,1405,107.    Well,  if  you  deduct  the  efficient 
Volunteers  222,000,  or  in  all  328,000  ;  strength  of  these  forces  on  1st  February 
men.    The.se  figures  are  baser!  on  this '  you  will  find   that  thei-e  is  a  margin 
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I>etvveeii  those  who  are  available  at  this 
moment  and  the  establishment  of  76,707. 
Do  not  the  Committee  hold,  as  wc  hold, 
that  if  under  existing  conditions  the  inflow 
of  recniits  is  as  voluminous  as  I  have  said, 
if  we  alter,  if  we  improve  the  conditions, 
if  we  ^ve  further  facilities  to  volunteer, 
we  may  count  confidently  on  pulling  \ip 
at  least  50,000  of  the  76,000  men  ( 
Perhaps  I  ought  not  to  trouble  the  Com- 
mittee with  my  personal  \  iew,  but  that 
is  that  we  can  easily  reach  the  limits 
of  the  establishment.  I  will  say 
110  more  on  the  question  of  mere  numbers. 
We  have  got  328,000,  but  we  aim  at 
getting  a  full  establishment  of  i05,000. 
Now  lask  the  Committee  to  consider  one 
of  the  things  which  has  never  been  dis- 
cussed in  this  House,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  we  have  not  had  time  to  consider  the 
resources  existing  in  the  Auxiliary  troops, 
jind  that  is  the  units  of  these  forces  and 
their  allocation  under  the  existing  scheme 
4>f  defence  for  certain  very  necessary  ser- 
vices. I  do  not  wish  to  give  these  in  any 
great  detail,  but  in  the  Militia  there  are 
companies  of  garrison  artillery.  Well, 
if  we  apprehend  invasion,  there  is  a  place 
allocated  in  a  given  garrison  to  every  one 
of  these  compimies.  In  the  Militia  there 
are  124:  battalions  of  infantry.  Tf  we 
apprehended  invasion  under  the  existing 
;4clieme  of  defence  96  of  these  battalions 
would  be  required  for  garrisons, 
leaving  a  margin  unallotted  of 
:i8  battalions.  Well,  but  we  have  already 
drawn  very  considerably  upon  the 
Militia  ;  they  have  volunteered  with  such 
patriotism  that  we  have  l»een  able  to 
send  out,  or  are  alwut  to  send,  from  this 
country  :{6  Imttalions,  30  of  which  are 
serving  or  are  alniut  to  enter  on  active 
service  in  South  Africa.  So  that  leaves 
us  eight  battalions  of  Militia  to  the  bad 
for  the  purpose  of  garrisoning  our  sea- 
ports, arsenals,  and  commercial  harbours. 
The  Yeomunrv  I  need  not  touch  in  this 
i  cspect.  The  \  eomanry  under  the  present 
.scheme  of  defence  was  to  act  largely  as  a 
l>ody  of  irregular  horse  worrying  the 
flanks  of  an  enemy.  Now  as  to  the 
Volunteers.  The  Volunteer  artillery  are 
organised  in  corps,  but  those  under  our 
«cherae  would  be  expanded  into  a  greater 
number  of  units  for  the  purpose  of 
garrisoning  important  points  of  the 
country.  I  need  not  give  the  details  of 
that.  A  great  number  of  these  artillery 
units  are  needed  for  garrisons,  and  a  good 
numl>er — namely,   88 — are  allocated  to 
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;  positions  around  the  great  range  of  chalk 
I  hills  surrounding  this  city,  the  heart  of 
I  the  Empire.    So  that  under  the  existing 
scheme  there  are  only  ten  artillery  units 
of  Volunteers  which  are  unallotted  and 
which  we  can  deal  with.    In  the  same 
way  of  infantry — there  ave  214  battalions, 
of  which  75  are  allocated  to  garrisons  and 
135  battalions  are  allocated  to  holding 
this  great  base  around  London  and  some 
of  the  advanced  posts  on  the  approaches 
to    this   great   city.    So    that  under 
the   scheme  as  it  did  stand  there  were 
only  four  battalions  of  Volunteer  infantrj' 
for  which  no  specific  purpose  has  l)een 
i  indicated  or  laid  down.    Now,  that  being 
i  so,  we  are  left  to  the  )>ad,  so  to  speak,  on 
I  both  Militia  and  Volunteers  together — 
that  is  to  say,  we  have  made  good  the 
j  Volunteers  which  have  gone  to  South 
'  Africa,  but  we  have  not  made  good  the 
:  battalions  of  Militia.     Taking  the  two 
I  together,  we  have  less  Ijattalion  units  in 
the  country  of  the  Auxiliary  forces  by 
some  five  than  have  been  given  definite 
posts  for  the  defence  of  the  country. 
Yes,  but  if  we  add  50,000  to  the  Auxiliary 
;  forces  in  the  present  year,  if,  as  I  antici- 
i  pate  myself,  we  bring  them  up  to  their 
I  establishment  and  add  sonietning  like 
;  75,000  men,  it  is  clear  that  you  will  have 
'  a  very  large  margin  over  and  above  those 
I  units  which  have  been  contemplated  of 
i  from  50,000  to  70,000  Auxiliary  troops, 
which  you  can  divert  to  other  purposes, 
I  perhaps  of  a  more  onerous  and  important 
I  character.    There  is  another  consideration 
I  submit  to  the  Committee.    In  estimating 
.  the  garrisons  necessary  we  have  considered 
1  that  about  30  per  cent,  more  of  the 
I  Auxiliary  force  would  be  needed  than  we 
I  should  need  if  we  were  able  to  All  these 
I  garrisons  and  to  take  up  these  positions 
I  with  Beculars  for  passive  defence  only. 
I  If  the  Committee  bear  in  mind  the 
I  number   of   battalions   of    Militia  and 
I  Volunteers  to  whom  were  allotted  the 
I  duties  of  passive  defence  at  30  per  cent., 
!  and  if  they  will  believe,  as  we  think 
I  they    may   believe,   that    if    we  give 
greater   opportunities,  greater  encour- 
agement,    and     greater     help,  the 
Auxiliary  Forces  of   the  country  can 
very  well  undertake  the  duties  of  passive 
defence  without  having  any  percentage 
'  allowed  in  their  favour  as  against  Begular 
'  troops — if  the  Committee  believe  that, 
why,  then,  of  the  Militia  you  will  get  in 
hand  thirty  battalions  and  of  Volunteers 
seventy  battalions,  for  if  you  take  that 
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30  per  cent,  there  were  something  like 
ninety  battalions  of  Militia  allocated  for 
these  purposes,  and  something  like  210 
Volunteer  battalions,  and  you  will  find  if 
we  make  the  Militia  and  Volunteer  forces 
of  the  country  efficient  for  holding 
garrisons  and  defensive  positions,  theii- 
existing  numbers  would  give  us  a  margin 
of  100  battalions.  \Ve  shall  leave  that 
margin  or  the  greater  part  of  it  for  other 
purposes,  to  which  I  will  refer  later  on, 
but  first  I  will  ask  the  Committee,  for  it 
is  a  very  important  point,  not  to  minimise 
the  importance  of  these  duti^  to  which  I 
have  referred,  these  duties  of  passive 
defence.  Recollect  that  for  all  our 
garrisons  we  depend  solely  upon  the 
Auxiliary  Forces  of  this  country,  that  in 
the  event  of  apprehended  invasion  we 
should  not  have  one  Regidar  soldier  to 
put  into  an  arsenal,  dockyard,  or  com- 
mercial port,  however  great  the  interests 
involve^  for  the  protection  of  such  places 
irom  momentary  raids.  You  cannoc 
exaggerate  the  importance  of  those  duties, 
and  with  the  Fleet  away  we  must  contem- 
plate the  possibility  of  such  raids.  The 
Fleet  possibly  would  be  away ;  its  first 
duty  would  be  to  be  away.  [An  Hon. 
Mejuber  :  Why  ?j  The  Fleet  would  be 
off  the  enemy's  coasts  or  facing  an  enemy's 
fleet  at  sea.  Although  I  know  there  is  a 
school  of  politicians  in  this  House — I  will 
not  venture  to  call  them  the  "  blue  water  " 
school — who  believe  that  under  such  cir- 
cumstances we  should  be  all  perfectly 
happy,  I  beg  leave  to  tell  hon.  Members 
that  we  should  be  very  much  happier  if 
we  had  120,000  men  or  more  as  an  addi- 
tional guarantee  against  small  raids, 
movable  columns  to  prevent  raids  of  the 
smallest  character  and  to  prevent  small 
expeditions  from  landing  and  interfering 
with  our  naval  signal  stations.  Such 
duties  are  of  the  utmost  importance  ;  they 
serve  the  purpose  of  protecting  the  vital 
parts  in  our  corporate  being,  just  as  the 
muscles  of  the  chest  and  the  ribs  protect 
the  heart  and  lungs;  and  you  cannot  do 
without  them,  whatever  be  your  means  of 
defence.  Well,  we  intend,  if  we  can,  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  Auxiliary 
forces  in  order  that  they  may  undertake 
these  duties,  and  with  the  utmost  confi- 
dence that  they  will  discharge  them  with 
perfect  efficiency.  We  hope  also  to  ex- 
pand the  numbers  of  the  Auxiliary  forces 
so  that  they  may  be  qualified  to  under- 
take even  other  duties.  If  that  be  so,  it 
is  dear  that  we  must  encourage  enlist- 


ment and  gi\'e  greater  facilities  for  train- 
I  ing.    Now,  I  do  not  know  that  I  need  go 
I  into  the  details  of  the  proposals  very 
minutely ;  but  I  will  take  the  Militia. 
'  As   at   present   advised,    we    do  not 
I  contemplate  taking  any  step  which  would 
j  profoundly  alter  the  character  of  that 
\  force.    1  read  only  to-day  a  very  inte- 
resting article  by  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
I  the  Memlwr  for  Wigtonshire,  which  may 
possibly  contain  the  germs  of  some  future 
'  reorganisation  of  the  Militia.    That  is 
I  quite  possible,  but  we  do  not  propose  now, 
.  in  a  time  of  emergency,  to  take  any  steps 
I  which  might  destroy  the  characteristiosr 
of  the  force  which  endear  it  to  those  who 
,  belong  to  it,  and  which  might  Iireak  its 
I  traditions  and  injure  it  as  a  recruiting 
;  machine ;  but  we  do  propose  to  put  the 
j  pay  of  a  militiaman  on  a  par  with  the 
j  pay  of  a  soldier  in  tlie  regular  forces,  and 
'  we  propose  to  embody  the  whole  of  the 
i  Militia  during  the  spring  and  summer, 
'  and  to  put  them  all  under  canvas,  except 
'  those  who  may  be  allocated  to  some 
I  barracks  about  which  there  are  special 
I  facilities  for  training.    That  being  so,  it 
j  naturally  follows  that  we  should  pay  the 
I  Militiaman  forhia  work  more  than  we  have 
I  paid  hitherto.    We  should  not  ask  a  man 
I  to  soldier  for  four,  five,  or  six  months 
for  the  same  remuneration  we  gave  him 
when  he  soldiered  for  only  one  month. 
Then,  we  will  do  our  very  best  to  give 
facilities  for  practising  at  targets ;  we 
shall  provide  the  Militia  of  this  countrj' 
with    completely    o^anised  military 
transport,    and     Militia    officers  will 
have    special   opporttmities  for  train- 
ing.    The  Militia  iovoe  is   a  very 
large  force,  and  if  we  do  that  we  believe 
we  shall  awake  a  great  response.    It  is  a 
constitutional  force,  and,  above  all,  the 
county  force,  and  if  the  county  gentle- 
men of  England  will  only  help  us  and 
work  with  us  in  putting  the  Militia  where 
it  can  be  and  where  it  ought  to  be  put, 
we  are  sanguine  enough  to  suppose  that 
the  Militia  will  be  pulled  up  to  its  establish- 
ment in  the  course  of  a  year.    Then  I 
come  to  the  Volunteers.   I  noticed  some 
derisive  laughter  a  few  moments  ago  when 
I  said  that  a  number  of  the  artillery  bat- 
teries of  the  Volunteers  were  located  for 
defensive  positions  on  the  chalk  hills  about 
London,  and  of  course  hon.  Members 
know  very    well  that   the  Volunteer 
artillery  is  armed  with  the  old  muzzle- 
loading  gun.    There  are,  however,  a  great 
many  men  in  this  House,  and  in  this  they 
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ai'e  at  one  with  a  great  proportion  of  i 
public  opinion  in  this  country,  who  have 
long  desired  that  the  Volunteers  should 
l)e  armed  with  the  most  modern  weapon. 
That  is  what  the  Grovernment  propose  to 
da  Then,  in  ordinary  times  it  is  a  rule, 
and  a  very  sound  and  reasonable  nile,  that 
no  new  volunteer  force  should  lie  raised, 
or  any  considerable  addition  made  to  the 
Volunteer  force,  unless  notice  of  it  is 
given  in  November,  in  order  that  the 
proposal  may  be  considered,  witli  a  fair 
amount  of  time,  for  the  next  year's  Esti- 
mate. We  abrogate  that  condition,  and 
we  aay  that  any  Volunteer  corps,  any 
Volunteer  battalion,  may  from  this  day 
forward  enlist  up  to  1,000,  and  that 
where  they  are  already  in  excess  of  that 
number,  or  reach  it  soon  and  feel  that 
they  can  easily  go  beyond  it,  then  they 
may  divide  into  two  battalions  and  pro- 
ceed to  fill  those  two  battalions. 
[An  Hon.  Member  :  Is  it  the  same  for 
the  artillery  ?]  The  hon.  Member  asks 
whether  artillery  corps  will  be  allowed  to 
fill  up  their  estabHshment-i-yes,  certainly. 
We  shall  naturally  give  a  higher  capita- 
tion grant  to  the  Volunteers,  but  we  shall, 
and  1  think  with  reason,  exact  a  higher 
standard  of  eificiency  from  them.  We 
cannot  compel  the  Volunteers — we  do  not 
wish  to  compel  them — all  that  we  say  is 
that  we  are  ready  to  give  them  all  that 
they  need  in  order  to  make  themselves 
into  an  efficient  force.  We  are  prepared 
to  invite  them  to  train  under  canvas  for 
one  month  in  the  course  of  the  spring  and 
the  siunmer — the  whole  force — in  such  a 
way  as  to  suit  the  convenience  of  different 
regiments.  Some  regiments  are  recruited 
from  men  who  are  busy  at  one  kind  of 
work,  others  are  recruited  from  men  who 
are  busy  at  another  kind  of  work,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  lies  with  us  to  say  more 
than  that  the  Volunteers  will  have  in  the 
course  of  the  spring  and  the  summer  the 
opportunity  of  training  for  one  month 
under  canras.  Theoy  we  shall  do  all  that 
we  can  to  give  them  facilities  for  musketry ; 
we  shall  make  more  ranges  for  them,  and 
afford  them  every  opportunity  for  practis- 
ing at  those  ranges.  We  sh^l  give  them 
transport.  [An  HoN.  Member  :  Hired  ?] 
Hired  transport — not  in  all  cases  per 
manent  transport,  but  hired.  It  was  ^>od 
enough  at  any  rate  for  the  requirements 
of  the  Regulars  diuing  the  manoenvrcs 
two  years  ago.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  Bad 
enough.]  Aa  tu>n.  Members  are  well 
awar^  with  the  Volunteers  you  must  pro- 
Mr.  IFyndham. 


ceed  more  or  less  on  the  lines  with  which 
we  are  all  familiar — namely,  you  give  the 
capitation  sum  for  an  article  whicn  meets 
certain  requirements,  and  if  you  give  £\ 
a  day  for  a  waggon  which,  in  your  opinion, 
is  suitable  to  the  object  in  view,  I  do  not 
think  that  involves  an  illiberal  policy. 
Then  we  shall  also  encourage  Volunteer 
regiments  to  form  in  each  battalion  a 
company  of  mounted  infantry,  where 
that  can  be  done  without  clash- 
ing, ao  to  speak,  with  the  recruit- 
ing area  of  the  Yeomanry  regimenL 
Since  these  forces  are  voluntary,  and  we 
are  glad  that  they  are  voluntary,  we  can- 
not say,  '*  You  shall  train  for  so  many 
months,  and  if  you  do  not  we  shall  not 
continue  our  assistance."  All  we  can  do 
is  to  hold  up  a  standard  which  we  think 
a  suitable  one,  and  we  think  that  Volun- 
teer artillery  should  train  for  some  three 
months  if  they  are  to  be  {wepared  for  a 
period  of  emergency,  and  we  think  that 
Volunteer  infantry  should  train  for  (me 
month  under  canvas,  if  they  wish  to  put 
themselves  upon  a  level  M-ith  Regular 
troops  for  the  defence  of  this  country,  or 
to  approach  it.  I  do  not  know  whether 
I  have  roade  that  part  of  our  policy  clear, 
if  I  have  I  will  pass  on.  I  think  it  is 
enough  to  have  stated  broadly  that  we 
do  not  want  to  wreck  a  national  move- 
ment for  the  sake  of  water  bottles  and 
transport.  I  think  it  most  improbaUe 
that  the  artillery  Volunteers  can  j^re 
anything  tike  that  time  for  training ;  all 
that  I  do  say  U  that  if  any  particular 
corps  wish  to  train  for  three  months 
we  will  not  place  any  obstacles  in  their 
way.  ["  Oh.'^]  Hon.  Members  say  *'  Oh," 
but  surely  the  most  impolitic  thing  in  the 
world  for  us  to  do  would  be  to  dictate  to 
the  Volunteers,  who  are  citizens  engaged 
in  private  business,  holding  in  many  caaes 
positions  of  trust,  and  who  are  kind 
enough  to  offer  a  great  deal  of  their  time. 
What  would  be  more  discouraging  than  to 
tell  them  "  That  is  not  enough,  and  yoa 
will  be  useless  unless  you  give  more 
time  "  1 

Mr.  TX)UGH  (Ishngton,  W.)  :  How 

much  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  think  on  this 
occasion,  when  I  am  bringing  in,  aiter  all, 
only  a  Supplementary  Estimate,  which,  if 
accepted,  will  no  doubt  commit  us  to  the 
broad  features  of  some  such  scheme,  but 
will  not  cmnmit  us  to  the  details--«Bd 
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upon  the  details  we  iiivite  suggestion  and  ' 
criticism — it  would  be  inexpedient  to  \ 
discuss  questions  of  detail,  and  pounds,  ' 
shillings,  and  pence,  when  introducing ' 
for  the  first  time  a  broad  scheme  of 
public  policy.  The  response  the  Volun- 
teers may  make  will  not  be  in  itself  the  j 
measure  of  the  encouragement  which  we 
arepreparedtogivethem.  Assume  that  the  ' 
Militia  and  the  Volunteers  come  forward  \ 
in  their  hundreds  of  thousands,  we  shall 
be  prepared  to  let  them  camp  ;  we  have 
at  this  moment  in  this  country 
sufficient  tents  for  600,000  men. 
Then  there  is  one  other  similar  point 
upon  irhioh  I  think  I  ought,  perhaps,  to 
touch  for  one  moment.  >Iy  noble  friend 
jLord  Wemyss  has  urged  upon  us  that  we 
should  encourage  those  who  have  ser\"ed 
in  Volunteer  forces,  and  who  have  left 
them,  to  keep  up  their  rifle  practice,  or, 
at  any  rate,  to  have  their  names  re- 
gistered so  that  we  should  know  where  to 
go  if  we  wanted  to  put  every  man  upon 
the  field  of  battle.  Well,  that  is  a  scheme 
which  we  are  quite  ^epared  to  consider 
in  a  fayourable  spint,  but  we  think  that 
we  ought  to  consider  it  in  consultation 
with  the  commanding  officers  of  existing 
eorps.  I  come  now  to  the  Yeomanry. 
We  propose  to  follow  the  same  broad 
policy  in  regard  to  the  Yeomanry,  We 
invite,  we  encourage  the  Yeomanry  to  fill 
up  their  numbers  to  the  establishment. 
We  invite  every  Yeomanry  regiment  to 
«ome  out  for  a  month  under  canvas,  and, 
of  course,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Militia,  we 
shall  increase  their  rate  of  pay,  their 
present  rate  of  pay  resulting  already  in  a 
pecuniary  biu'dcn,  and  being  altogether 
inadequate  to  any  such  term  of  service  as 
that  which  we  now  propose.  Further 
than  that  I  doubt  that  we  shall  go.  We 
would  wish  to  consider,  again  in  eonsultar 
ti^)n  with  officers  in  any  Yeomanry  regi- 
ments, whether  the  time  has  not  come 
for  modifying  somewhat  the  tactics  in 
which  that  force  is  at  present  exercised. 
It  is  the  opinion  of  those  who  have  the 
^greatest  qualification  for  advising  us  that 
this  country  does  not  lend  itself  in  any 
large  measure  to  what  are  called  tactics 
by  cavalry,  and  certainly  it  is  very  hard 
to  drill  Yeomanry.  However  patriotic 
they  may  be,  and  however  much  of  their 
time  they  may  be  ready  to  give,  it  is  not 
only  hard  but  impossible  to  train  Yeo- 
manry to  take  part  in  charges  as  a  cavalry 
brigade,  and  therefore,  although  it  may 
not  be  necessary  to  call  them  mounted 


infantry,  undoubtedly,  I  think,  in  the 
future,  in  regard  to  the  Yeomanry  of  this 
country,  all  will  agree  with  us  that  the  time 
has  come  for  devoting  more  attention  to 
the  occupation  and  theshiftingof  positions. 
But  we  do  not  want  to  rush  them,  we  do 
not  want  to  take  any  steps  which  might 
modify  the  characteristics  and  the  ti-adi- 
tions  of  the  force.  We  see  that  what  it 
has  lieen,  and  is  to-day,  is  probably 
because  its  traditions  have  been  respected  ; 
we  know  that  from  the  Yeomanry  we 
have  raised  8,000  mounted  infantry  for 
South  Africa ;  we  know  that  wo  can  raise 
more,  and  we  hope  great  things  from 
a  force  which  has  exhibited  so  mnch 
versatility  and  so  much  zeal.  Coming  to 
the  general  question  of  the  further  duties 
of  a  more  onerous  character  which  are 
necessary  to  any  effective  defence,  how- 
ever great  the  national  patriotism  may  be, 

fassive  defence,  of  course,  is  not  enough, 
have  likened  passive  defence  to  the 
muscles  and  bones  of  the  chest  which 
protect  the  vital  organs,  but,  however 
good  that  protection  may  be,  it  is  not 
enough  to  endure  blows ;  you  must  be 
ready  to  parry  and  plant  them,  and  for 
that  you  need  a  fist  to  bit  back  with. 
Now  that  fist  with  soldiers  is  a  mobile 
army,  and  such  a  force  must  be  capable,  if 
I  may  quote  the  words  of  a  militai-y  critic 
who  wrote  an  article  the  other  day  in 
The.  Times  hostile  to  the  War  Office — must 
be  ready  to  take  what  is  called  the  swift 
defensivci;  it  must  be  highly  organised, 
and  capable  of  rapid  and  precise  oirection 
over  long  distances,  and  for  that  it  needs, 
by  the  universal  experiences  of  all  armies, 
and  the  consensus  of  military  authori- 
ties in  all  countries,  a  certain  pr<H>ortion 
between  the  several  arms  of  the  Sen'ice. 
It  needs,  also,  a  staff  for  commanding  the 
three  arms  in  those  proportions,  and 
for  the  cjirrying  on  of  a  corporate 
life  from  day  to  day  iii  a  general 
movement,  and  it  needs  certain  other  ser- 
vices on  which  I  need  not,  perhaps,  dwoli, 
such  as  Boyal  Engineers  and  Army  Ser- 
vice Corps,  and  so  on.  Now,  I  believe 
that  I  excite  a  certain  amount — I  will 
not  say  of  disappointment  in  this  House, 
but  of  dissatisfaction — -when  in  these 
debates  I  talk  about  army  corps.  It  is 
very  difficult  for  anyone  who  represents 
the  War  Office  to  speak  about  army  corps 
without  setting  almost  the  whole  of  the 
Committee  against  him,  and  I  will  ex- 
plain the  reason.  The  reason  is  this — ■ 
that  one-half  of  the  Members  of  this 
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House  do  not  know  what  an  army  corps 
is,  and  do  not  want  to  know ;  they  are 
content  if  the  sum  is  done  in  numbers  of  , 
men,  of  guns,  and  forces,  and  so  on.  But ; 
the  other  half  knows  so  extremely  well , 
what  an  army  corps,  is,  that  they  alto- ' 
^ether  repudiate  the  War  Office  defini- , 
non  of  it.    Let  me  once  for  all  say  what 
I  mean  w  lien  I  speak  of  an  army  corps.  I 
mean  such  a  distribution  of  infantry  bat- 
talions, cavalry  regiments,  and  artillery 
batteries,  Koyal  Engineers,   and  Army 
Service  Corps  as  will  uive  us  that  pro- 
portion upon  which  all  military  critics  are  ' 
agreed.    I  do  not  claim  that  they  will  be  ' 
commanded,  as  in  Germany,  by  the  same 
generals  and  the  same  staff  in  times  of 
peace  as  in  times  of  war.    I  know  that  it 
18  difficult  to  reach  that  ideal,  but  I  think  i 
we  may  approach  more  closely  to  it  than 
we  have  done.    But  so  far  as  we  iiave  got, 
I  mean  what  I  say,  and  claim  no  more,  i 
For  this  mobile  force,  which  is  necessary  : 
as  a  complement  for  defence,  we  propose  . 
to  aim  at  three  army  corps  and  three  ' 
cavalry  brigades.    That  has  been  our  aim  t 
for  th<;  defence  of  this  country  ever  since  \ 
1 S88,  and  I  think  M-e  have  shown  that ' 
practically,  under  the  definition  which  I  I 
ha^■e  given,  we  have  recently  reached  j 
that  standard,  liecauso  we  have  sent  out  I 
more  than  two  army  corps,  and  have 
in  this  country  the  other  half  oi  the  third. 
By  far  the  most  serious  aspect  of  what  has 
taken  place  in  South  Africa  is  not  that 
we  have  sent  into  that  country  128,000 
Regular  soldiers,  but  that  we  have  sent 
what  I  may  call  the  permanent  plant  of 
two  annv  corps  -the  guns,  the  trained 
artillery,  the  engineers,  and  the  Array 
Service  Corps.    That  being  so,  we  are  de- 
ficient to  that  extent.    Our  proposal  is 
-and  this  is  a  permanent  proposal— to 
raise  at  once  the  artillery,  the  Army 
Service  Corps,  and  the  engineers  for  two 
more  anny  corps.     That  is  to  say,  we 
propose    to    raise    at   once  thirty-six 
Ijatteries  of  field  artillery,   and  seven 
iKitteries  of  horse  artillery.    In  fact,  we 
ha\e  for  some  time  past  been  taking 
every  step  in  our .  power  to  accomplish 
that  object.     Now  I  hope  the  Com- 
mittee understand  this.    I  do  not  want 
to   mislead    them.      Our   scheme  is 
this — that  there  shall  alwa}^  be  in  this 
country  at  full  war  strength  those  per- 
manent pjuts  of  an  army  corps  which  are 
difficult  to  improvise.    Therefore,  when 
the  army  corps  are  sent  abroad  there  will 
be  three  here.    When  you  get  the  two 

Mr,  ff'i/mi/itnn. 


army  corps  l»ack  from  the  war,  then  we 
propose  to  hold  up  the  fourth  and  fifth— 
not  to  maintain  them  at  war  strength,  but 
to  maintain  them  as  training  establish- 
ments. Now  I  come  to  the  men.  Hov 
can  we  get  them  ?  I  hardly  feel  justified 
in  troubling  you  with  the  details.  We 
can  take  a  nucleus  of  trained  men  from 
each  of  the  batteries  now  in  this  counirj*: 
we  can  take  details  left  from  the  batteries 
which  have  gone  to  South  Africa  ;  we  can 
take  the  artillery  Kesen-ists,  of  whom 
there  are  3,3.37  in  this  country.  We  do 
not  mean  to  poach  hea^-ily  upon  garrison 
artillery.  There  are  in  this  coimtri'  a 
number  of  men  who  have  served  tweln? 
yeiirs  vfith  the  colours  and  in  the  Reserve. 
We  propose  to  invite  them  back  into  the 
batteries,  and  in  order  to  raise  these 
forty-three  batteries — a  large  programme 
—-we  propose  to  invite  all  those  who  ha« 
any  training  or  aptitude  for  such  work. 
Any  volunteer,  artilleryman,  or  engineer 
who  feels  disposed  to  assist  his  country, 
we  invite  him  to  enlist  for  one  year  into 
these  field  batteries.  I  now  come  to  the 
cavalry.  There  would  be  three  brigades — 
nine  cavalry  legimenta  ;  and  six  others 
will  be  needed  for  corps  and  divisional 
work.  That  is,  fifteen  in  all.  There  are 
left  in  this  country  five  cavalry  regiments, 
and  we  are  bringing  them  up  to 
war  strength.  Then  we  have  tJiree 
regiments  of  Household  Cavalry,  eadi 
one  of  which  has  sent  a  squadron  to 
South  Africa  to  form  a  composite  regi- 
ment. We  propose  to  extend  each  one 
of  these  three,  regiments  up  to  war 
strength.  That  gives  us  eight.  Each 
one  of  the  twelve  cavalry  regiments  in 
South  Africa  has  left  behind  it  a  reserve 
squadron,  and  we  mean  to  turn  each  oi 
these  into  a  sennce  squadron.  That  will 
give  us  the  equii'alent  of  four  r^^ents. 
We  hope — at  any  rate,  we  shau  invite 
the  Yeomanry,  in  addition  to  their  train- 
ing as  units,  to  give  us,  as  they  have 
done  for  South  Africa,  a  troop  apiece.  If 
that  is  done,  we  can  form  a  whole 
brigade  of  mounted  infantry  from  the 
Yeomanry  of  this  country.  That  girea 
us  the  equivalent  of  fifteen  regiments — 
the  proportion  of  mounted  and  unmounted 
men  which,  according  to  military  opinion, 
should  be  aimed  at.  We  should  need 
for  these  three  army  corps  seventy-five 
battalions  of  infantry  -  -  twenty-five  in 
each.  We  have  —  or  shall  have  in  a 
few  days,  when  certain  Iiattaliona  re  um 
from  colonial  st^Uioiw — seventeen  bat* 
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talions  of  Regulars  iu  this  country.  \\'e 
hare  voted  now  for  three  years  three 
more  battalions  on  the  annual  Estimates, 
and  we  are  raising  them  very  rapidly. 
We  propose— and  this  again  is  a  per- 
manent, and  not  an  emergency  proposal 
— to  raise  twelve  more  battalions  of 
infantry,  and  add  them  to  the  estal)- 
lishment  of  the  British  Army.  That 
figure  has  been  arrived  at  very  care- 
fully in  order  that  the  Army  may  supply 
the  reliefs  and  drafts  for  colonial  stations, 
for  India,  and  South  Africa  without  being 
subject  to  a  strain  which  would  shatter  it 
altogether.  Those  fifteen  battalions, 
together  with  the  seventeen,  will  give  us 
thirty-two  battalions  of  regular  infantry. 
We  think  that  we  see  our  way  to  raising 
them.  We  shall  take  a  larger  proportion 
of  men  on  a  three  yeapj  engagement ; 
we  shall  allow  men  who  have  served  in 
those  regiments  to  come  back,  as  in  the 
case  of  artillery,  although  they  have  done 
their  twelve  yeai-s  with  the  colours  and 
in  the  Reserves.  In  that  case  we  shall 
allow  them  to  serve  on  for  a  pension.  I 
cannot  leave  out  of  account  the  fact  that 
recruiting  is  now  at  the  flood  tide.  I 
remember  telling  the  Hoi^  when  I  intro- 
duced the  Estimates  last  March  that  the 
first  four  weeks  of  recruiting  last  year 
was  a  record.  In  that  period  we  got  for 
the  regular  Army  4,227  recruits,  but  in 
the  first  four  weeks  of  this  year  we  have 
got  6,103,  an  increase  of  1,876  on  what 
had  hitherto  been  the  record  year  ever 
since  the  Franco-German  War.  We  have 
another  emergency  proposal  upon  M'hich 
I  ought  to  say  a  woni.  There  are  in  this 
cotmtry  a  great  number  of  men  who  have 
received  a  milttaiy  training — men  who 
have  done  their  three  or  seven  years  with 
the  colours  and  their  nine  or  five  years 
in  the  Reserve.  For  those  men  there 
18  an  existing  provision.  They  are 
allowed  to  remain  in  the  Reserve  for 
a  period  of  four  years,  but  that  section 
of  the  Reserve,  E,  has  been  for  the  most 
part  closed  against  all  except  men  with 
some  special  qualification — artificers  and 
so  forth.  The  door  has  been  opened  only  a 
little  way  when  some  particular  corps  has 
found  its  reserves  sinking  to  a  low  level. 
We  propose  now  to  throw  the  door  wide 
open,  and  to  let  men  who  would  have 
gone  into  the  Reserve  come  back  and 
serve  in  the  Regular  Army  for  a  period 
of  one  year.  We  })elieve — giving  them 
some  inducement  for  their  surrender  of 
positions  in  civil  life — that  it  will  be 


possible  to  raise  a  certain  number  of 
reserve  emergency  I>attaHons  for  this  year 
only.    The  number  of  such  men  is  very 
>  large.    It  has  been  estimated  hy  actuaries 
I  that  the  number  is  considerably  over 
i  200,000,  sothat  there  musthe  a  great  many 
'  men  against  whom  no  moral  or  physiciil 
;  disability  could  be  raised.    I  deprecate 
too  close  ail  inquiry  now  into  the  aelec- 
,  tion  of  the  battalions  which  will  be  wanted 
to  make  up  our  seventy-five  battalions. 
It  is  clear  that  from   thirty  to  forty 
battahons  will  still  be  wanted  to  be  drilled 
into  this  moving,  mobile  force  of  three 
army  corps.    This  problem  is  a  very  com- 
plicated one.    It  is  complicated  by  the- 
I  fact  that  we  have  noliarrackroom,  by  the 
fact  that  the  Militia  battalions  which 
have  hitherto  been  cmlnxlied  have  been 
,  embodied  because  their  Regidar  luttalionw 
j  have     been    sent    to   South  Africa,, 
and    also    l)y   the   fact   of   the  vary- 
I  ing  strength  of  the  Militia  Ijattalions. 
'  What  I  would  aak  the  Committee  to 
believe  is  that  the  War  Office  staff  started 
j  to  grapple  with  this  difficult  problem ; 
I  they  are  now  striving  to  find  out  how 
'  they  can  select  the  seventy-five  battalions, 
'  and  1  think  they  should  be  left  a  free 
hand,  without  being  obliged  now  to 
mention  this  or  that  battalion  and  so 
possibly  give  rise  to  subsequent  dis- 
;  appointment.    It  may  be  that  here  and 
'  there  it  will  be  right  and  proper  to  send 
I  a  particular  Militia  battalion  to  a  par- 
ticular barrack,  and  that  that  barrack 
will  not  give  sufficient  accommodation  for 
such  a  battalion.   Such  cases  have,  indeetl, 
happened  already  ;  and  in  such  cases  we 
have  been  obliged  to  allow  a  certain 
number  of  the  men  to  go  on  leave.    But  if 
it  hai^ns  in  future,  in  such  cases,  since 
we  consider  it  important  to  get  to  work 
at   once,  we  shall   have   to   resort  to 
measures   of   expediency,   and  perhaps 
billet   the    men  or   hire  some  extra 
accommodation  for  them.     That,  how- 
ever,  will   only   l)e  doae   on  a  small 
scale,  where  a  particular  battalion  does 
not  fit  a  particular  barrack.    We  have 
been    urged    to    embody  immediately 
the  whole  of  the  Militia.     We  do  not 
think  that  would  be  a  very  wise  course. 
It  could  only  be  done  by  one  of  two 
means — either  by  huttii^  an  enormous, 
number  of  men,  in  which  case  the  huts, 
could  not !«  ready  until  the  men  could 
be  provided  for  in  tents,  or  we  shoidd 
have  to  billet  the  whole  of  the  Militia  of 
the  country ;  an<l  we  believe  that  would 
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be  the  very  worst  preparation  for  a  force 
upon  which  we  shall  depend  so  largely 
"(luring  the  coming  year.  Hon.  Members 
will  see  that  we  shall  need  to  find  by 
some  means  a  great  number  of  officers  for 
the  Army.  We  wish  to  avoid  one  course 
which  we  should  consider  erroneous  under 
the  present  circumstances.  We  do  not 
wish  to  fleece  the  Militia  and  Volunteers 
in  order  to  find  officers  for  the  Regular 
Army  ;  but  we  do  believe  that  the  offer 
of  a  small  number  of  commissions  in  the 
Regular  Army  to  the  officers  of  the  Militia 
and  Volunteers  will  increase  instead  of 
diminish  the  number  of  officers  in  these 
Auxiliary  forces.  We  propose  to  offer 
one  Army  commission  to  each  battalion 
of  Militia,  and  it  is  confidently  hoped 
that  at  least  three  young  gentlemen  will 
enter  a  battalion  under  the  belief  that 
each  will  be  the  fortunate  one  to  secure 
the  appointment. 

*SlR  JOHN  COLO.MB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  Does  that  mean  in  time  of 
peace  i    One  commission  annually  ? 

Mk.  WYNDHAM  :  No,  I  am  not  talk- 
ing of  times  of  peace,  but  now.  I  am 
not  talking  of  a  permanent  scheme, 
though  it  will  probably  be  made  perma- 
nent. We  shall  need  253  artillery 
officers,  and  622  officers  of  the  Line ;  but 
for  the  bulk  of  these  officers  we  propose 
to  offer  commissions  to  our  colonists  ;  to 
all  the  Universities — not  Oxford,  Cam- 
bridge, and  Trinity  College  alone — but 
Durham,  Victoria,  Edinburgh,  and  in  fact 
all  the  Universities  of  the  United  Kingdom, 
and  a  certain  small  number  to  the  public 
schools.  Then  we  have  the  reserve  of 
officers.  Some  300  of  these  have  already 
volunteered  for  service,  and  100  are 
already  employed.  We  shall  look  to  this 
reserv  e  of  officers  to  come  forward ;  and 
we  shall  look  to  those  who  are  not  in  the 
re8e^^'e,  but  have  had  five  or  seven  years 
training  in  the  Regular  Army,  to  show 
that  if  the  country  requires  their  assist- 
ance now  they  are  ready  to  offer  their 
services.  I  am  afraid  the  Committee 
will  consider  I  am  explaining  this  point 
at  too  great  a  length,  but  it  is  a  very  im- 
portant point.  We  are  deeply  sensible 
of  the  fact  that  we  are  making  very 
large  demands  upon  the  temper  and 
patriotism  of  the  country.  We  are 
practically  asking  ever^  man  who 
has  had  any  military  traimng  to  offer  the 
advantage  of  that  training  to  us  during 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


this  year ;  and  we  are  pi'actically  asking 
A  grefit  many  people  «'ho  have  the  time 
to  acquire  military  training  to  devote 
that  time  during  the  course  of  this  year. 
If  we  do  that,  what  shall  we  have  to 
show  in  return  %  I  have  stated  that  we 
have  109,000  Regulars  in  the  country. 
The  increase  which  I  have  suggested  will 
at  least  add  30,000  Regular  troops  to  the 
Army — I  think  the  number  will  be  higher, 
but  put  it  as  low  as  30,000.  I  stated  at 
the  outset  that  we  have  328,500  of 
Auxiliary  forces  in  this  country.  If 
there  is  the  response  which  I  anticipate 
I  put  the  expansion  at  50,000  at  the 
lowest.  I  l)elieve  myself  that  it  will  be 
very  much  higher.  But  on  those  figure* 
we  ought  soon  to  have  in  this  country 
517,500  men  truned  to  arms  or  to  a 
great  extent  undergoing  training  in 
the  course  of  the  next  few  moutlu. 
Personally,  I  believe  the  figures  will  ap- 
proach more  nearly  to  600,000  than  to 
500,000.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
this  is  not  an  army  which  is  going  to 
march  about ;  but  it  is  a  force  which 
has  had  opportunities  of  acquiring  train- 
ing, and  which  will,  therefore,  be 
available  in  the  event  of  any  such  force 
being  reqxiired. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAX 
(Stirling  Burghs) :  Are  these  increases 
temporary  or  permanent  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  The  Regular  troops 
are  very  largely  permanent,  or  a  great 
part  of  them— the  fifteen  battalions  of 
infantry  and  the  forty-three  batteries  of 
artillery.  It  is  temporary  as  regards  the 
artillery,  because,  as  we  get  our  artillery 
back  from  South  Africa,  we  shall  fold  up 
the  artillery  of  the  two  army  corps.  But  I 
cannot  disguise  from  the  I^eader  of  ^e 
Opposition  that  the  fifteen  battalions  of 
infantry  are  in  our  mind  permanent  addi- 
tions to  the  Regular  Army.  The  de- 
mands which  we  make  of  course  depend 
on  the  view  which  this  Committee  takes 
of  our  proposals.  We  cannot  very  well 
issue  this  invitation,  and  it  cannot  be 
accepted,  unless  the  Committee  adopts 
the  broad  features  of  this  scheme.  It 
may,  and  probably  will,  find  something 
to  criticise  in  points  of  detail.  That  we 
expect  and  welcome.  But  I  think  we 
may  anticipate  that  it  will  not  be  criti- 
cised on  the  ground  that  on  the  whole  it 
is  too  large.  I  think  this  ComraiUee 
will  feel  ttuit  as  to  the  scope  of  it,  at 
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any  rate,  we  are  all  in  substantial  agree- 
ment— at  any  rate  the  majority  of  this 
House,  and  the  majority  of  the  people. 
Times  have  changed.  It  cannot  be  urged 
against  us  now,  as  it  was  ur^d  some 
time  ago  by  a  clever  writer,  Mr.  Bagehot, 
against  a  great  statesman,  that  we  object 
to  war  merely  because  it  is  war,  or  to  ex- 
penditure because  it  is  expenditure.  No ; 
war,  as  that  writer  went  on  to  say,  is 
often  necessary.  Finance  is  not  an  end  ; 
money  is  but  a  means.  He  went  on  to 
say  that  it  may  be  one  of  our  duties  to 
see  to  the  military  deience  of  England  ; 
and,  if  so,  we  must  not  sit  down  and 
count  the  cost.  If  so,  this  is  not  the 
age  for  arithmetic;  it  is  also  for  states- 
men to  sacrifice  cherished  hopes.  I 
do  not  quote  that  as  an  invitation  or  an 
incitement  to  the  Committee,  t  quote  it 
as  a  prophecy  of  the  temper  of  the  nation 
to-day.  It  may  be  that  the  sacrifice  will 
be  required.  But  I  am  convinced  that 
we  shall  all  remember  that,  thanks  to  like 
sacrifices  made  by  our  fathers,  we  have 
been  able  to  turn  our  energies  to  the  arts 
of  peace.  In  memory  of  our  fathers,  and 
for  the  sake  of  our  children,  we  shall  not 
shrink  when  the  call  is  made  on  ourselves. 
I  should  not  like  to  close  on  a  note  which 
might  be  thoujght  alarmii^.  I  said  at  the 
outset  that  this  risk,  which  ma^  become  a 
fact,  is  not  near,  I  say  it  again.  I  may 
therefore  be  asked  why  we  should  rush 
forward  to  anticipate  it.  For  answer  I 
borrow  an  old  phrase— that  it  is  too  late 
to  look  for  instruments  when  the  work 
calls  for  execution.  Let  us  liegin  the 
search  now.  We  need  not  seek  far  afield. 
The  weapons  lie  apt  to  our  hand  in  the 

Eatriotic  fervour  of  our  country.  We 
ave  but  to  take  them  up  and  set  an  edge 
upon  them ;  then,  if  the  coll  comes,  we 
shall  be  ready  to  answer. 

Motion  made,  and  Question  pi*oposed, 
*'  That  a  further  number  of  Land  Forces, 
not  exceeding  120,000,  all  ranks,  be 
maintained  for  the  Service  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 
Home  and  Abroad,  diuing  the  year 
ending  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  1900." 
— {Mr.  fFifTtdhavi,) 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNEiiMAN : 
The  hon.  Glentleman  has  exposed  to 
us,  and  not  at  too  great  a  length,  a  great 
scheme  for  strengthening  the  Army,  and 
directed  especially  to  the  home  defensive 
forces  of  this  country.    We  have  listened 


to  the  hon.  Gentleman  with  that  delight 
which  we  always  experience  when  he 
speaks,  and  he  has  in  most  particulars 
explained  with  great  power  of  luminous 
exposition.  The  first  olwervation  I  would 
make  is,  that  we,  being  here  in  Com- 
mittee of  Supply  for  the  pnrpose  of 
voting  money  for  the  semce  of  the 
country,  the  element  of  cost  has  been 
from  the  first  to  the  last  totally  dis- 
regarded. We  have  not  heard  a  single 
figure  from  the  hon.  Gentleman  as  to 
what  those  great  changes  and  increases 
in  the  Array  are  likely  to  amount  to  in 
money.  He  has  not  even  told  us  how 
much  of  the  money  required  is  due  to  the 
war  now  in  progress,  and  how  much  to 
future  preparation. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM 
future  preparation. 


X420,000  for 


Sir  H.  CAMPBKLL-BANNERMAN  : 
Of  course,  having  heard  this  elaborate 
scheme  of  the  Government,  as  explained 
by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  the  Committee 
cannot  be  expected  to  pronounce  an 
opinion  upon  it  suddenly.  I  believe  the 
frame  of  mind  of  nine-teiiths  of  those  who 
hear  me  is  that,  for  the  purpose  of  the 
present  war  and  for  the  sake  of  re 
enforcing  our  Army  in  Sfiuth  Africa  and 
making  good  any  gaps  in  our  home 
defence  which  the  <lespatch  of  reinforee- 
ments  may  cause^ — ^for  these  purposes  we 
are  ready  to  agree  to  almost  anything 
the  hon.  Member  asks  for.  It  is  not  upon 
any  point  connected  with  the  conduct  or 
necessity  of  the  present  war  that  much 
criticism  or  anxiety  will  be  shown  by  us. 
We  shall  not  look  too  closely  at  his  pro- 
posals, whatever  ideas  we  may  have  of 
our  own  as  to  the  particular  cotvse  which 
should  be  taken.  But  what  the  Committee 
is  entitled  to  regard,  I  will  not  say  with 
jealousy,  but  with  the  extremest  caution, 
is  proposals  which  go  into  thefuture.  We 
should  not,  I  think,  in  a  moment,  not,  as 
the  hon.  Member  very  properly  said,  of 
panic— because  there  is  no  panic  in  the 
body  of  the  people — but  in  a  moment 
of  anxiety  and  alarm,  in  a  troubled 
air,  at  all  events,  commit  our- 
selves to  any  great  scheme  for  the 
development  or  increase  or  extension  or 
reconstruction  or  alteration  of  our  armed 
forces,  but  we  should  remember  that  that 
is  a  matter  requiring  the  most  serious 
and  careful  investigation  and  considerar 
tion,  for  which  we  are  justified  in  asking 
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the  Government  to  give  us  full  time  to 
consider  and  examine  it.  I  confess  that 
I  was  greatly  relieved  when  I  heard  the 
hou.  Member  disclaim  any  intention  to 
apply  compulsion  in  this  matter.  I  have 
seen  letters  in  the  press  about  conscrip- 
tion, as  if  conscription  was  a  possibility 
in  this  country,  as  if  it  were  a  possi- 
bility on  either  of  two  grounds — first, 
because  the  duties  imposed  in  time  of 
peace  upon  our  Army  for  garrisoning 
distant  places  are  duties  which  never  have 
been,  and  never  coidd  be,  imposed  upon 
a  conscT'ipt  aniiy ;  and,  secondly,  be- 
came the  very  idea  of  conscription  is 
foreign  to  the  disposition  and  temper  of 
our  people,  and  would  have  the  imme- 
diate effect,  as  schemes  of  conscription 
have  had  before,  of  destroying  all  that 
natural  fervour  to  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  refen-ed,  which  leads  our 
people  in  so  magnificent  a  way 
to  offer  their  serviee.s  to  their  country 
without  any  compulsion  being  applied. 
I  am  not  in  a  position  to  discuss  or  cnti- 
cise  the  detailed  provisions  which  the  hon. 
Gentleman  explained  to  ua.  I  followed 
the  hon.  Gentleman  as  well  as  I  could, 
and  I  am  sure  no  one  could  have  explained 
the  proposals  with  greater  facility  and 
clearness  and  persuasiveness  than  he,  but 
still  we  require  to  see  these  things  in 
print  and  to  think  over  them  before  we 
can  pronounce  a  definite  opinion  upon 
them.  There  are,  however,  one  or  two 
broad  lines  upon  which  I  cTitirely  agree 
with  him.  The  (Tovcrnment  propose  to 
develop  and  to  lean  largely  on  the  Auxi- 
liary forces.  Although  I  am  not  one  who 
would  admit  that  successive  Administra- 
tions ha\  e  treated  the  Auxiliary  forces 
with  the  negh;ct,  or  almost  the  contempt, 
which  is  sometimes  attributed  to  them, 
it  cannot  be  denied  that  more  could  be 
done  than  has  hitherto  I  wen  done.  We 
have  exj)ected  from  them  a  far  greater 
amount  of  proficiency  than  we  were  en- 
titled to  expect,  especially  the  Volunteers. 
Therefore,  when  I  heard  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man propose  that  there  should  Iw  a 
change  in  that  respect,  and  that  the 
Militia  should  be  put  on  the  footing  of 
the  Line  of  the  Army,  that  they  should 
be  emlmdied  for  a  month,  that  they  should 
have  greats*  opportunities  of  target  prac- 
tice, that  the  omcera  sfaonld  have  means  of 
insti'uction,  and  when  I  heard  that  the 
Volunteers  should  have  the  best  weapons, 
that  they  also  should  be  better  ti-ained, 
and  ha^'c  more  opportunities,  and  shoiUd 
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1h!  treated  generously  in  every  respect  to 
make  themselves  efficient,  1  entirely 
agreed  with  him.  The  only  question  is 
whether,  if  you  put  too  much  upon  thos** 
forces,  they  will  respond  to  your  de- 
mands. Take  the  class  of  men  who  join 
your  Vollmteere  or  Militia.  Are  they 
the  class  of  men  who  can  go  away  for  a 
month  every  year  or  for  a  longer  period  1 
Such  are  the  considerations  which  must 
govern  the  position,  and  not  what  we. 
sitting  at  our  desks,  think  is  the  best 
thing  to  do.  We  have  to  consider  the 
degree  in  which  they  will  be  tasteful  or 
distasteful  to  men  of  this  character,  and 
that  can  only  be  found  out  by  experience. 
I  approve  of  the  idea,  and  althongh  it 
may  not  be  carried  out  to  the  full  extent 
which  the  hon.  Member  hopes  for,  still  it 
can  be  carried  to  a  very  great  length. 
Another  point  upon  which,  I  think,  most 
of  those  who  have  considered  these 
matters  closely  will  agree,  is  that  it 
most  desirable  to  increase  considerably 
Iwth  our  artillery  and  our  cavalry.  I  am 
fully  aware  of  the  effect  upon  the  infantrj" 
of  the  narrow  limits  of  battalions ;  but. 
after  all,  these  are  matters  upon  which 
we  must  reserve  our  opinion.  These 
are  matters  which  can  be  discussed 
quite  as  naturally  and  pr«>perly  upon 
the  Estimates  for  next  year  as  upon  thoM 
for  this  exceptional  year.  I  should  like 
to  look  upon  this  exceptional  Estimate; 
though  it  does  run  intohimdreds  of  thoo- 
Sitnda  of  pounds,  as  a  M'ar  Estimate  sim[d_v. 
and  to  leave  the  questionof  future  increase 
and  rearrangemeni  s  for  discussion  upon 
the  ordinary  Estimates  of  the  year.  But  I 
am  bound  to  say  that  if  we  find  that  thi<^ 
gives  a  large  increase  to  the  fighting 
strength  of  the  country  we  shall  have 
ask  ourselves  two  quesUons — Is  thi^ 
increased  fighting  strength  neeessaty,  tsoA 
what  is  it  that  requires  this  increase  ot 
force  1  We  fall  back  upon  the  old  dictum 
— that  your  policy  determines  your  arma- 
ments, which  is  as  true  now  as  when  it 
was  originally  uttered.  If  it  is  only  that 
the  experience  of  this  war,  the  first  great 
war  we  have  had  since  the  Crimean  War, 
has  shown  certain  defects — which  I  have 
no  doubt  it  has-  -certain  deficiencies, 
certain  points  in  organisation  which 
require  to  be  modified,  (»rtain  defi- 
ciencies, especially  in  maUrvl,  then  by 
all  means  fill  up  the  deficiencies  and 
correct  the  defects;  but  if  this  large 
addition  to  the  forces  of  the  coontry 
means  an  alteration  in  the  policy  of  this 
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couutiy,  an  alteration  in  the  character 
of  this  country,  an  alteration  in  the 
character  of  the  British  Empire  so 
that  it  becomes  a  military  empire,  this 
kingdom  a  military  kingdom,  not 
only  we,  but  a  large  body  of  men  in  the 
country,  not  confined  to  one  side  of 
politics,  would  object  to  the  proposal. 
Wo  should  be  pardoned,  I  am  sure,  if  we 
looked  with  the  extremest  jealousy  upon 
any  proposal  which  might  tend  in  that 
(Urection,  because  wo  should  regaid  it  as 
one  of  the  greatest  calamities  that  could 
befall  cmr  country  to  take  a  step  in  that 
direction.  There  is  one  other  thing  I 
should  like  to  point  out  to  the  Committee, 
the  analogy  which  is  being  drawn  between 
this  and  ^e  Crimean  War.  I  see  it  often 
stated  that  we  are  in  the  same  position 
that  we  were  in  during  the  Crimean  War. 
I  remember  the  Crimean  War  well.  There 
is  no  analogy  whatever  between  the  two 
cases.  In  the  Crimean  War  everything 
broke  down — ^the  transport  and  medical 
services  broke  down,  the  commissariat  did 
not  exist,  every  service  connected  with 
the  Army  failed,  and  the  efficient  strength 
of  the  Ai-my  itself  almost  vanished  during 
those  dreadful  months  oi  the  firat  winter 
in  the  Crimea.  W^at  do  we  find  now  ? 
We  see  an  army  of  1 80,000  men  sent,  not 
to  the  Crimea,  but  to  the  other  side  of  the 
world,  without  hitch  or  difficulty,  an  army 
well  found,  well  fed,  well  armed,  well  hos- 
pitaled,  if  I  may  coin  the  word ;  we  hear  no 
complaintsof  the  manner  in  which  thatarmy 
has  been  provided  with  all  that  is  required 
for  it.  There  is  no  comparison  between 
the  two  cases.  All  that  can  be  said  of  the 
present  army  is  that  it  is  not  large  enough 
for  the  task  it  is  called  upon  to  perform. 
Bub  let  me  point  out  that  that  may  be  a 
fault  of  the  task  quite  as  much  as  of  the 
Army,  and  therefore  I  ask  that  whatever 
we  do  we  shall  not,  in  our  realisation  of 
the  facts  now  before  ua  in  South  Africa, 
ill  our  disco^'ery  of  the  difficulties  ^ve 
have  to  meet  there,  rush  into  some  great 
project  of  future  military  development, 
which,  I  beUeve,  woidd  be  the  \evy 
worst  thing  that  could  happen  to  our 
country.  I  am  glad  of  the  moderation 
which  I  discern  in  the  proposals  of  the 
hon.  Member ;  he  has  not  taken  the 
Advice  which  has  been  so  freely  given 
him  in  the  public  prints.  So  far  a.;  I  can 
judge  at  present,  I  by  no  means  find 
fault  with  his  proposals  as  going  too 
far,  but  on  looking  into  them  and  when 
we  hear  from  him,  as  I  hope  we  shall, 


some  estimate  of  future  nuiiiber;^  and 
cost,  we  shall  be  better  able  to  judge 
whether  the  scheme  of  the  Government 
tends  in  the  direction  to  which  I  have 
referred,  and  which,  I  tjclieve,  the  whole 
feeling  and  sentiment  of  the  country  will 
oppose  in  the  strongest  manner  possible. 

♦Sm  CHARLES  DILKK  {Gtoucester- 
shire.  Forest  of  Dean) :  Agreeing  as  I  do 
with  what  has  fallen  from  the  Leader  o 
the  Opposition — namely,  that  we  ought 
to  distinguish  between  the  general  re- 
organisation of  the  Army  and  the  prose- 
cution of  the  present  war^ — I  must  di--*f^ent 
from  the  encomiums  passed  on  the  War 
Office.  Having  siud  that,  I  shall  say  no 
more  on  that  point ;  we  shall  discuss  it 
later.  War  is  a  Imd  time  for  reor- 
gajiising  the  War  Office,  and  we 
should  avoid  as  far  as  we  can  this 
session  general  propositions  for  Army 
reform  and  reorganisation.  I  cannot 
refrain  from  expressing  considerable 
disappointment  with  the  tone  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  who  introduced  this  motion. 
There  was  in  that  statement  far  too  much 
about  fixed  defences,  home  Army,  home 
defences,  and  invasion,  and  far  too  little 
contemplation  of  the  real  military  problems 
of  the  country  which  he  has  to  face  ;  and 
although  at  the  conclusion  he  did  some- 
thing to  remove  the  impression  he  :iad 
made,  the  earlier  part  of  his  speech  does 
give  support  to  the  heresy  that  this 
country  could,  in  regard  to  invasioti,  or 
home  defence,  rely  on  something  other 
than  its  Fleet.  The  Fleet  of  this  country 
must  be  its  main  protection,  and  it  is 
rather  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  effect 
produced  upon  foreign  nations  by  the 
existence  of  weak  parts  in  our  armour 
that  we  "should  consider  this  question. 
These  proposals  produce  enormous 
numbers  of  men  rather  than  an  army  in 
the  correct  sense  of  the  term.  At  the 
end  of  his  speech  the  hon.  Member 
mentioned  figures  amounting  to  600,000 
men,  but  I  confess  that  I  should  have 
listened  to  him  with  more  pltiasure  if  I  hafl 
seen  greater  evidence  of  a  determination 
to  form  a  more  mobile  force.  There  are 
many  points  upon  which  a  number  of 
qnesticHis  are  necessary  for  the  elucida- 
tion of  the  statement  which  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  has  just 
mafle.  After  his  introductory  remarks 
he  alluded  to  home  defences,  and  the 
proposals  to  turn  the  Auxiliary'  forces  U> 
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the  best  account.  He  also  spoke  of  the 
measures  which  would  be  necessary  for 

the  prosecution  of  the  war.  As  I  under- 
stand this  vote  which  is  now  before  iis,  it 
is  very  largely  concerned  with  the  prose- 
cution of  the  war.  By  far  the  largest 
figures  in  this  Vote  are  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  war,  and  yet  not  one  word  of 
explanation  was  given  to  the  House  as 
to  how  these  figures  are  arrived  at,  or, 
what  is  more  important,  what  are  the 
further  steps  which  the  Government  still 
feel  it  necesijary  to  take.  The  situation 
in  r^ard  to  the  war  has  somewhat 
changed  since  the  hon.  Member  addressed 
the  House  on  Monday  last,  and  the  hopes 
expressed  of  the  prolKtbility  of  an  early 
termination  of  the  war  have  not  turned 
out  to  be  so  well  foundet!  as  many  of  »is 
hoped  at  that  time.  Therefore,  I  think 
the  country  will  be  somewhat  anxious  to 
know  wtiat  are  the  further  ste[»  which 
the  Government  are  taking  with  regard 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  itself.  To 
my  mind  the  statement  made  by  the  hon. 
Member  plays  too  much  into  the  hands 
of  those  who  Iwlieve  in  fixed  or  pasave 
defence,  rather  than  those  who  Iwlieve  in 
building  up  a  strong  striking  force.  As 
regards  the  future,  all  the  hon.  Gentle* 
man's  suggestions  must  be  coTisidered,  by 
those  who  have  taken  an  interest  in  those 
subjects,  from  the  point  of  view  of  how 
far  they  suggest  to  the  House  the  line 
upon  which  future  organisation  is  likely 
to  proceed.  The  hon.  Member  very 
rightly  told  us  that  he  did  not  presume 
to  tie  our  hands  in  the  future.  He 
also  said  that  the  suggestions  he  did  make 
must  be  considered  by  the  Committee,  so 
far  as  they  projected  into  the  future, 
inasmuch  as  certain  proposed  changes 
which  were  now  indicated  by  him 
would  last  for  all  time.  One  of  those 
changes  was  a  change  in  the  direction  of 
fiu^;her  elasticity  of  the  conditions 
of  service  in  the  Army.  He  stated  that 
the  three  years  service  system  was  to  be 
increased,  but  he  did  not  say  to  what  ex- 
tent He  did  not  state^and  it  is  a  most 
curious  omission  -  -  whether  the  three 
years  men  were  to  have  what  a  great 
many  Members  asked  for  at  the  time 
when  this  system  was  first  initiated  here, 
namely,  the  same  pay  as  the  other  men. 
At  timt  time  the  Leader  of  the  House 
protested  fiercely  against  the  opinion  that 
you  must  pay  them  the  same  as  the  other 
men,  and  he  said  that  all  the  men  would 
want  to  ser^'o  three  years  only  if  that  were 
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the  case.  But  you  can  easily  limit  their 
numbers  if  you  wish  to,  and  there  are  many 
ways  in  which  a  limitation  of  numbers  can 
be  effected — for  example,  by  the  adoption 
of  a  higher  physical  standard.    At  the 

firesent  moment  the  numbers  are  strictly 
imited  to  some  battalions,  and  in  those 
battalions  to  150  men.  Now  I  should 
like  to  know  in  what  degree  is  that  three 
years  service  to  be  increased,  and  are 
they  to  have  the  same  pay,  because  to- 
day the  Government  have  announced  that 
the  Militia  are  to  have  the  same  pay  as 
the  Line— including  the  extra  3d.  '  Do 
you  intend  to  pay  the  three  years  men 
serving  in  the  Regular  Army  only  the 
rate  of  pay  retained  for  them  two 
years  ago,  or  do  you  mean  to  raise 
their  pay  so  as  to  give  a  fair 
chance  to  this  three  years  system  T 
It  is  not  a  mere  question  of  the  pay 
of  these  particular  men.  Those  members 
of  the  Committee  who  have  listened  to 
our  discussions  know  that  the  elasticitv  of 
the  conditions  of  sendee  lies  at  the  f>ase 
of  this  whole  question  of  recruiting.  Yoti 
are  only  taking  power  by  this  proposal  to> 
raise  a  little  over  30,000  additional  men 
for  the  Army  as  permanent  men,  includ- 
ing an  increase  of  twelve  battalions  in 
infantry  of  the  line.  The  main  increase 
as  regards  numbers,  apart  from  this,, 
is  an  increase  of  forty-three  batteries  of 
artillery.  With  r^;ard  to  this  increase 
we  are  told  that  they  are  to  be  rolled  up 
when  the  Army  comes  liack  from  South 
Africa ;  therefore,  we  cannot  tell  what 
the  num1>ers  of  the  actual  increase  will  be, 
because  we  do  not  know  how  many  men 
are  to  be  rolled  up.  So  that  the  n  Tim- 
bers are  not  at  all  clearly  explained  to  the 
House.  We  know  it  has  been  put  at 
about  30,000  men.  All  those  who  have 
carefully  studied  the  reports  of  the  Inspec- 
tor General  of  Recruiting  know  exactly 
what  the  difficulties  are  in  times  of  peace. 
It  is  very  easy  in  time  of  war  to  add  so 
many  battalions  to  the  Army  and  increa^ 
the  military  strength  of  the  estabUsfa- 
ment,  but  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  them 
in  time  of  peace  remuns.  This  Bes  at 
the  very  base  (rf  the  whole  of  your  perma- 
nent proposals,  and  should  be  considered 
by  the  Committee.  But  we  cannot  settle 
that  <iuestion  in  any  way  now.  We 
cannot  decide  it  this  session,  but  we  can 
ask  the  Government  to  give  the  fullest 
details  in  this  matter.  The  hon.  Member, 
in  his  speech,  has  told  us  of  the  increase 
in  the  three  years  men,  but  ho  has  not 
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told  us  anything  about  that  \ery  \ital , 
matter  of  their  pay  which  lies  at  the  base  j 
of  a  fair  treatment  of  the  system,  and  we  1 
cannot,  therefore,  judge  to  what  extent  [ 
the  Govenuuent  are  pro^wsini^  as  regards 
the  future,  this  elasticity  en  service  to  ' 
irhich  many  of  us  attach  so  much  im- 1 
portance.     With  regard  to   the  next ' 
matter  to  which  the  hoii.  Member  alluded  ! 
in  his  speech — for  I  think  it  will  Ije  moat  i 
convenient  for  me  to  follow  the  order  ! 
which  he  maintained  in  \\m  speech,  so  '. 
I  will  now   come    to   the   next   point  I 
upon  which  he  laid  stress  -he  spoke  of  , 
how  we  were  to  turn  our  Auxiliary  foi^cea 
here  to  the  best  account,  and  the  lirst  | 
suggestion  ho  made  was  th,e  very  frank  i 
adoption  of  the  main  criticism  which  hou.  | 
Members  of  this  House  who  have  taken  , 
an  interest  in  this  si^ject  have  mged 
against  the  Goveroment  for    years — ' 
uamely,  the  total  inatiequacy  of  the  artil-  j 
lery  force  at  home  for  the  large  inimber  of  ' 
men.    He  proposes  to  convert  a  large  I 
number     of     obsolete     batteries    into  | 
batteries    armed    with     motlern    guna.  j 
1  see  the  First  J^ord  of  the  Admiralty  | 
in    his  phice,    and    no    doubt  he  is ' 
painfully  conscious  of  the  difficulties  in 
the  way  of  manufacturing  guns  for  the 
Navy.    May  I  ask  this  question :  Have 
the  Goverimieut  considered  how  the  guns  i 
are  to  lie  rapidly  obtaiued-which  this  new 
departure  will  requin'  !    Ha\  e  they  con- , 
sidered  whether  the  mainifiicturing  powei-  I 
of  this  country  is  sufficient,  or  are  they  ■ 
prepared  to  give  guarantees  to  matmfac- , 
turei  s  to  secure  them  that  permanence  of 
orders  which  is  necessary  in  their  luisi- 
nesK  f    Is  the  manuf^u^turing  power  of  the  ' 
Government  sufficient  to  produce  these 
guns,  or  am  the  resources  of  the  Govern- 
ment sutticicnt  to  manufacture  these  guns 
without  diminishing  the  rate  of  supply  of  , 
new  gmis  to  the  Navy  f   This  matter  of  [ 
the  guns  for  the  Navy  is  one  of  the  very 
highest  imp^jrtanee.     The  .Meni))ers  of 
this  House  who  take  an  interest  in  this 
question   of   our  defences  are  painfully  i 
aware  that  one  point  in  which  our  Navy  i 
is  weak  is  the  difficulty  of  manufacturing  i 
the  most  modern  gmis.    As  i-egards  these 
most  motlern  guns,  there  is  a  difference  of  j 
opinion  as  \m  whether  or  not  we  are 
sufficiently  supplied,  but  we   are  mi- ' 
doulttedly    hopelessly    liehind  foreign 
nations  aa  regards  ttw  numl>er  of  modern 
guns  in  our  batteries  and  among  our  guns 
usoti  for  the  purposes  of  drill.  The  (Jovern-  < 
ment  arc  being  presscil  to  supply  these  I 


deficit'iicicH,  and  there  is  no  doubt  they 
will  supplied.  But  are  we  tiuite  certain 
that  in  making  this  attempt  the  supply 
of  ^ns  to  the  Fleet  will  not  suffer  in 
rapidity  in  consequence  1  The  next  point 
which  t^e  hon.  Member  raised  was  the 
question  of  the  future  of  the  Yeomauiy, 
and  his  su^;estion  was  tiiat  the  intention 
of  the  Government  was  to  convert  this 
force  more  into  mounted  infantry  rather 
than  cavalry.  For  years  past  the  critics 
in  this  House  have  spoken  upon 
the  Yeomanry  vote,  and  it  has  been 
opposetl  by  military  Meml>ers  of  this 
House  on  the  ground  that  the  Yeomanry 
were  iieing  trained  aa  a  cavalry  force,  and 
that  the  conditions  of  their  service  were 
such  that  the  Yeomanry  could  never 
passibly  Ihj  an  efficient  cavalry  foree,  and 
should  be  made  a  mounted  infantry 
force.  W'e  have  seen  during  the 
operations  in  this  war  in  South  Africa 
how  t\ecessaiy  that  has  been,  fw  we  are 
now  trying  to  turn  the  British  Yeomanry, 
who  have  been  trained  Jis  cavalry,  into 
mountwl  infantry.  That  is  a  taixly 
acceptance  of  what  many  hon.  Members 
have  lieen  urging  uikju  the  (iovernment 
for  years,  and  now  tlie  War  Office 
have  very  tanlily  come  round  to 
the  views  which  have  been  expressed 
for  years  in  this  House.  I  come  to 
the  hon.  Member's  proposal  with  regard 
to  the  new  battalions.  Here  we  come 
upon  the  political  rather  than  upon  purely 
military  graund.  Why  an  increase  of 
twelve  battalions  to  the  regular  Army  { 
Why  have  any  increase  at  all  'i 
\\'hy  not  a  larger  increase  f  Not  one 
woitl  has  lieen  vouchsafed  to  the  Com- 
mittee upon  this  subject.  Does  it  mean 
that  a  survey  has  been  made  now,  at  the 
present  period  of  the  war,  of  what  will 
be  the  necessities  of  South  Africa  after 
the  war  is  over  i 

Mr.  WYNDHAM;  That  has  been 
taken  into  account,  but  we  do  not  propose 
to  increase  the  Aimy  to  a  number  which 
would  enable  it  to  discharge  that  duty 
without  strain  for  all  time,  l>ecause  we 
iniugiiie  that  duty  will  Iw  a  diminishing 
strain. 

*SiU  CHAULES  Dn..K.K:  We  were 
told  the  same  story  by  the  former  Under 
Secretary  for  War ;  iu  fact,  he  used  the 
same  word.    Many  hon.  Members  of  this 

House  are  not  in  favour  of  a  revolutionary 
change  of  system :  they  are  rather  in 
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favour  ut  patching  up  the  system,  and  they 
pointed  to  the  linked  battalion  system  to 
which  they  said  you  are  not  giving 
a  fair  chance,  because  the  number  of 
3'our  battalions  abroad  is  greater  than  the 
number  at  home.  The  Government  have 
tardily  come  up  to  the  requirements  put 
before  them,  and  they  have  stated  that  it 
is  their  intention  to  increase  the  Army 
up  to  the  limit  of  the  permanent 
strain.  They  did  not  absolutely  meet 
the  full  figure  because  they  thought  that 
the  strain  was  temporary  and  would  be  a 
diminishing  strain.  If  the  House  is  to 
retain  the  existing  military  system  ;  if  it 
is  to  retain  the  linked-battalion  system, 
then  we  must  have  a  battalion  at  home 
for  each  battalion  abroad,  otherwise  the 
whole  of  the  recruiting  system  breaks 
down.  How  do  the  Government  meet 
this?  They  make  no  proposal  for  it, 
but  they  do  make  a  proposition  to  increase 
the  Regular  Army  by  twelve  battalions 
of  infantr)',  and  that  means  six  battalions 
abroad  and  six  at  home.  That  means 
that  you  are  to  have  six  additional  batta- 
lions abroad  for  all  the  new  strain  M-hich 
is  likely  to  arise  in  the  future.  If  you 
are  postponing  a  settlement  of  this 
problem  until  after  the  war  is  over  it  is 
another  matter,  but  if  you  are  pretending 
to  face  it  now  do  not  tell  us  that  six 
Imttalions,  or  even  loss,  will  be  the  garri- 
son which  South  Africa  will  require.  The 
Government  tell  us  that  this  will  be  a 
diminishing  strain,  but  they  do  not 
meet  the  full  demand  which  the  linked- 
l«ittalion  system  involves.  We  hear 
the  old  story  of  the  diminishing  strain, 
but  all  I  can  say  is  that  six 
battalions  for  South  Africa  is  too  little  to 
put  before  this  House,  and  is  not  ade- 
quate to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 
The  hon.  Member,  in  answer  to  a  ques- 
tion I  asked  him,  said  the  Government 
had  in  view  the  case  of  India,  but 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  address  the 
word  India  was  not  mentioned  once. 
There  was  not  the  faintest  refererence  to 
the  fact  that  they  had  largely  denuded 
India  of  a  gan-ison  which  was  thought 
necessary  by  every  militiiry  authority  in 
this  country  and  in  India.  I  put  a  ques- 
tion the  other  day  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  the  Indian  garrison  had  been  re- 
duced, and  the  facts  are  fully  known  to 
the  House.  The  time  has  come — and  it 
is  more  important  because  the  garrison  has 
not  been  too  large  -when  it  is  necessary 
to  replace  the  troops  which  you  have 
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taken  away.  Otherwise  you  will  be 
tmable  to  meet  the  demand  for  a  per- 
manent reduction  of  the  garrison  in 
India.  Surely  you  do  not  )>elieve  that  that 
garrison  has  been  much  too  large  for  the 
purpose.  While  you  are  speaking  of  the 
contribution  of  the  colonies,  it  must  be 
remembered  that  the  expenses  in  India 
are  on  an  enormously  higher  scale  than 
those  of  the  colonies.  The  colonies  have 
contributed  generously  at  all  times,  but 
their  contributions  have  been  volun- 
tary. It  must  bo  i-emembered  that 
India  has  been  made  to  contribute 
whether  she  wished  to  or  not,  and  she  has 
contributed  upon  an  enormously  higher 
scale.  The  first  act  of  the  present 
Grovemment  ^vaa  to  reduce  the  contribu- 
tion from  the  rich  colony  of  the  Straits 
Settlements  to  t^e  Imperial  defence  of 
Singapore.  The  contribution  of  India  is 
enormous,  for  she  contributes  upon  a 
gigantic  scale,  and  this  contribution  has 
been  kept  up  at  the  present  rate  ever 
since  the  increase  when  the  late  Lord 
Randolph  Churchill  was  Secretary  of 
State  for  India.  I>o  you  defend  that, 
and  do  yon  believe  it  is  only  an  adequate 
garrison  now  ?  If  so,  how  can  you  come 
to  this  House  and  explain  what  you  are 
going  to  do  while  this  war  continues  with- 
out saying  one  w^ord  as  in  the  replacing 
of  the  troops  brought  from  India  which 
are  now  shut  up  in  Ladysmith  ?  Besides 
this,  you  have  also  drawn  troops  from 
India  within  the  very  last  month.  Surely 
the  Government  ought  to  recognise  thiu 
it  is  one  of  their  first  duties  to  remedy 
the  amazing  disproportion  in  our  Army 
at  home  of  cavalry  and  artillery  to  other 
arms.  The  official  statement  of  the  hon. 
Member  led  us  l)ack  again  to  the  wonls 
with  which  he  began.  He  led  us  back  in 
his  last  words  to  the  600,000  men  thai 
we  should  have  in  this  country,  but  he 
did  not  say  one  word  which 
pointed  to  the  rapid  organisation  in 
this  country  of  a  mobile  fore*'. 
Have  we  contemplated  the  po.5sibility  of 
our  getting  into  war  in  what  the  hon. 
Memlwr  rather  proudly  and  rightly  calle<l 
the  present  position  of  the  British  Fleet  *. 
Surely  it  is  not  an  invasion  of  Englaiul 
that  we  stand  in  fear  of.  Surely  oht 
need  would  much  more  likely  be  for  a 
mobile  force  and  an  army  which  can 
strike  a  blow.  There  are  also  demands 
in  South  Africa  which  may  still  be  made 
upon  us  for  a  mobile  force.  The  whole 
speech  of  the  hon.  Member  was  devoted 
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to  tho  piling  up  in  this  country  of  what 
we  have  herea&eady,  that  is  of*hundreds 
of  thousands  of  men.  It  is  not  a  paper 
army,  because  the  men  exist,  but  it  is  an 
army  which  is  not  an  army  in  the  proper 
sense  of  the  word,  because  it  is  in- 
sufficiently  supplied  with  all  the  necessi- 
ties for  a  great  military  force.  It  has  at 
present  no  cavalry  or  artillery,  although 
this  deficiency  in  artillery  is  to  dc 
supplied.  That  deficiency  is  one  which 
cannot  be  overlooked,  and  I  admit  the 
Government  ^re  doing  the  best  they  can. 
The  last  fifteen  batteries  of  artillery 
which  have  gone  out  to  South  Africa 
have  gone  out  in  a  condition  which  is  not 
creditable  to  our  military  authorities. 
The  batteries  which  are  being  made  up 
now  in  advance  of  the  decision  of  the 
Houst'  in  this  country  are  woefully 
deficient,  for  the  Militia  and  garrison 
artillery  have  been  put  into  those 
lotteries,  and  they  are  not  even 
supplied  with  officers  capable  of 
really  training  the  men,  for  they  are 
largely  made  up  of  men  drawn  from  the 
gai'rison  artillery.  I  admit  freely  that 
the  Govranment  cannot  do  better  than 
what  they  are  doing  in  this  particular 
way,  but  it  certainly  proves  the  justice  of 
the  criticism  which  has  been  laid  before  the 
House  and  against  the  Government  that  it 
is  impossible  to  improvise  artillery  in  time 
of  Wiir,  and  that  in  this  country,  in  spite 
of  the  enormous  military  expenditure 
upf>n  land  forces,  the  War  Office  has  never 
faced  the  real  preparation  of  army  corps. 

•Mu.  GIBSON  BOWLES  (Lyim  Re- 
gis) :  Once  again  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Se:rctary  for  War  has  made  to 
the  Committee  a  very  lucid  statement.  I 
have  Mratched  the  hon.  Gentleman's 
canrer  with  great  satisfaction,  and  I  have 
often  wondered  why  Her  Majesty's 
Government  left  him  out  'so  long  in 
order  to  take  on  other  Under  Secre- 
taries coming  from  a  party  not  its  own. 
I  cr>nfess  that  I  have  listened  to  this 
stjitement  with  some  surprise.  1  came 
down  to  hear  what  measures  the  Govern- 
ment were  going  to  take  in  refere?ice  to 
the  Army  in  South  Africa.  I  had 
expected  to  hear  that  they  were 
immediately  preparing  another  50,000 
men  to  go  out,  and  perhaps  that 
they  were  going  to  call  together  the 
renmants  of  the  Militia  so  as  to  find 
material  for  another  force.  I  formed 
that  opinion  because  the  majority  of  the 
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items  in  this  Vote  — ■  amounting  to 
£10,000,000  out  of  £13,000,000— are 
concerned  with  matters  which  can  only 
have  to  do  with  the  Army  in  South  Africa. 

The  whole  of  the  speech  of  the  hon.  Gen- 
tleman himself,  however,  was  devoted  to 
home  defence,  and  to  listen  to  him  one 
woidd  imagine  that  there  was  no  war 
going  on  in  South  Africa.  I  should  have 
thought  that  the  first  subject  \vith  which 
his  speech  would  have  been  concerned 
was  first  of  all  South  Africa ;  then  that 
of  India,  which  has  been  alluded  to  by 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  opposite ;  and  last  of 
all  home  defence,  which  presses  least.  The 
defence  of  India  is  extremdy  important 
at  this  moment,  because  it  is  impossible 
to  forget  that  we  have  there  a  Viceroy 
who  has  announced  in  the  House  of 
Commons  that  his  policy  is  to  join  the 
Russian  frontier,  and  that  Russia  having 
brought  her  troops  to  the  waters  of  the 
Oxus  we  should  take  ours  there  also. 
In  addition  to  that,  you  have  recently 
sent  out  to  the  Presidency  of  Bombay 
a  new  Governor  without  any  admim- 
strative  capacity.  [An  Hon.  Member: 
Oh,  oh  []  I  beg  pardon,  I  mean 
experience  —  whatever,  and  who  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  rising  in  this 
House  to  propose  an  increase  in  the 
salary  of  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Tmde.  The  hon.  Gentleman  raises! 
the  question  of  invasion.  I  do  not  know 
that  it  is  greater  now  than  it  ever  was, 
though  I  am  not  sure  that  it  is  not  a 
little  nearer.  But  let  us  clear  our  minds 
:  upon  this  question  of  invasion.  You 
cannot  <lofend  this  country  by  soldiers ; 
you  can  only  defend  it  by  sailors,  and  if 
your  fleet  fuid  sailors  are  suffi- 
cient you  have  no  reason  whatever 
to  fear  an  invasion  of  this  country. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  in  the  course  of  his 
speech  suggested  the  proper  use  to  which 
to  put  the  fleet.  That  is  to  keep  off  the 
coasts  of  the  enemy,  and  to  take  care  they 
do  not  get  out,  or,  if  they  do,  to  destroy 
them.  If  that  be  done  I  cannot  see  how 
anyone  can  consider  an  invasion  of  this 
country  possible.  I  will  not  follow 
the  hon.  Gentleman  through  his  very 
luminous  and  interesting  statement.  I 
am  not  a  military  man,  and  I  have  not 
yet  gained  an  adequate  idea  -of  what  the 
effect  of  his  propowls  would  be.  I  have 
only  risen  to  express  the  hope  that  he 
will  supplement  his  statement  by  telling 
the  Committee  what  the  Government 
immediately  intend  to  do  to  reinforce  the 
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Army  in  South  Africa.  That  is  the  most 
important  point.  There  are  two  other 
points  I  would  wish  to  mention.  One  is 
with  regard  to  the  new  force  about  to  be 
raised.  I  do  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  fi;ire  us  some  assurance  that  less  time 
will  be  spent  in  drill  and  more  in  shoot- 
ing. To  my  mind  we  have  gone  wrong 
over  since  the  time  of  Frederick  the 
Great.  We  have  worshipped  the  false 
god  drill,  and  have  forgotten  the  ancient 
tradition  of  our  country,  whioh  was  to 
win  battles  by  shooting  straight,  a  tradi- 
tion by  the  aid  of  which  we  destroyed 
the  best  chivalry  of  France  at  Cr^cy,  and 
(jn  other  fields.  Even  in  the  Yeomanry 
there  seems  to  be  little  trouble  taken  to 
secure  accurate  shooting,  without  which  I 
believe  no  modern  army  will  be  able  to  do 
its  work.  I  therefore  trust  that  we  shall 
have  some  assurance  on  this  point. 
Then  there  is  the  matter  of  borne 
<lefence  which  ought  to  be  looked  into. 
Do  the  Government  intend  to  overhaul 
the  forts,  to  provide  garrisons  for  them, 
and  above  all  to  overhaul  their  stock  of 
ammunition  t  This  I  believe,  is  a  point 
which  requires  very  keen  and  special 
attention.  I  confess  I  am  still  without 
the  knowledge  which  I  came  down  to  the 
House  hoping  I  should  obtain,  namely, 
the  knowledge  that  Her  Majesty  s 
Government  have  realised  the  enormous 
importance  of  keeping  up  the  supply 
of  men  'in  South  Africa^  and  that  they 
were  about  to  take  immediate  steps  to 
raise  another  force.  We  have  not  heard 
that  to-day,  and  I  trust  that  during  the 
course  of  the  evening  we  may  hear  what 
after  all  is  the  real  purpose  of  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman. 

*Mr.  CHANNING  (Northamptonshire, 
E.) :  The  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman 
w^ho  has  just  sat  down  appeared  to  think 
that  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  should 
not  have  called  attention  to  the  question 
of  home  defence.  I  think,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  the  Under  Secretary  was 
welcomed  by  the  House  when  he  mrected 
attention  to  what  is  perhaps  the  most 
serious  issue  which  the  Committee  can 
consider  at  present.  Undoubtedly  there 
has  been  a  feeling,  not  of  alarm,  but  of 
serious  anxiety  at  the  depletion  of  our 
means  of  home  defence  in  case  of  an^ 
European  complication  arising.  In  this 
discussion  I  will  not  attempt  to  enter 
into  the  South  A&ican  question  or 
the  conduct  of  the  war.  The  ques- 
Mr.  Oiksttn  Bowles. 


tions  which  the  statement  oi  the 
Under  Secretary  has  raised  are  questions 
of  \ital  importance,  which  can  be  dis- 
cussed without  introducing  political  con- 
siderations, which  perhaps  are  best  left 
alone  at  present.  I  listened  with  great 
satisfaction  to  all  the  hon.  Gentleman  said 
with  regard  to  the  Auxiliary  forces,  imtil 
he  came  almost  to  the  end  of  his  state- 
ment ;  but  I  must  say  that  the  attentifw 
which  I  have  given  to  the  subject  leads 
me  to  believe  ^at  the  Government  would 
act  more  wisely  if,  instead  of  suggestang 
a  very  largo  and  permanent  increase  of  tht* 
Re^lar  Army  and  organising  all  the  sub- 
sidiary parts  of  an  army  corps,  they  had 
adopted  the  policy  of  going  further  in  the 
re-organisation  and  relative  combination 
of  the  Auxiliary  forces.  They  woiddthen 

I  be  doing  something  to  meet  the  desires 
of  the  coimtry,  and  would  perhaps  uki- 
matoly  pro\'iae  better  machinery  for 
national  defence  than  by  permanentjy 
organising  three  additional  army  corps. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  that  the  Volun- 
teers are  to  be  armed  with  modern 
weapons ;  and  uhat  guns  of  modem  and 
effective  type  are  to  be  pro\'ided  for  their 
use  in  this  country.  I  also  heard  ^vith  great 
satisfaction  that  each  battalion  of  Volun- 
teers shoidd  be  encouraged  to  form  a 
company  of  mounted  infantr}'.  Wlieii 
we  have  gone  so  far  as  that^  would  it  not 
be  a  more  practical  course  to  go  a  step 
further  anu  meet  the  wishes  which  I 
know  are  at  present  entertained  by 
some  of  the  most  intelligent  Volunteer 
officers.  Instead  of  merely  continuing 
the  present  system  of  Volunteer  bat- 
talions, which  are  practically  isolated, 
and  therefore  of  no  really  cfTective  use  in 
actual  operations,  instead  of  turning,  a.- 
is  proposed,  most  of  the  Yeomanry  into 
eqiially  isolated  sqiutdrons  of  mounted 
infantry,  would  it  not  be  possible  to  com- 
bine together  and  to  train  so  that  they 
may  act  together  all  the  several  bnuichu 
and  arms  of  these  auxiliary  forces;  so 
that  they  might  form,  in  some  sense. 
Volunteer  Army  Corps,  which  might 
be  ready  for  actiud  use  1  I  venture 
very  respectfully  to  submit  that  sax- 
gestion  to  the  Committee.  I  woum 
support  in  the  heartiest  way  the  ejrpres- 
sions  which  fell,  very  wisely  it  seems  to 
me,  from  the  Leader  of  the  Opposition 
when  he  entered  a  mtwaf  against  any 
large  and  tremendous  scheme  for  the  re- 
organisation of  the  military  system  (rf  this 

I  comitry.   So  far  as  I  have  been  able  to 
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-follow  the  figures  of  the  Under  Secretary, 
his  proposals  practically  foreshadow  the 
•doubling  of  the  Kegular  Army  of  this 
'Country. 

Mb.  WYNDHAM  dissented. 

•Mr.  CHANNING :  I  am  very  gUd  the 
hon.  Gentleman  shakes  his  head.  At  any 
rate,  I  should  deprecate,  and  would  be 
prepared  to  oppose,  any  large  increase  of 

.the  permanent  army  of  the  country.  In 

•carrying  out  this  scheme  it  would  be  wise 
to  deal  with  the  Volunteer  force  as  a 
whole,  to  bring  its  several  branches  to- 
gether, so  that  they  may  be  used  as  an 

.army  corps  in  defence  of  the  country,  and 
not  be  treated  as  in  the  past  as  isolated 

.units,  which  can  only  have  a  relatively 

ismall  value. 

Mr.     BIDDULPH  (Herefordshire, 
IRoss)  :  I  should  like  to  say  one  word 
with  regard  to    the  question  of  the 
STeomanry.    If  the  Yeomanry  are  to  be 
jnade  of  any  use  they  must  be  put  on  a 
•different  footing  than  they  are  at  present. 
The  expenses  of  the  uniforms,  which  in 
some  cases  are  enormousj  will  have  to  be 
reduced,  and  also  the  expenses  connected 
with  training.    There  are  some  officers  in 
the  Yeomanry  who  think  when  they  go 
for  a  few  days  training  that  they  may  go 
to  any  expense,  not  only  for  mess  but  also 
:in  gambling.    I  hope  the  commanding 
•  officers  will  be  told  by  the  War  Office 
that  they  must  restrict  the  young  men  in 
.the  Yeomanry  from  gambling  and  other 
•excesses,  which  prevent  other  young  men 
•of  moderate  means  from  joining  these 
•corps.   I  quite  agree  that  something 
should  be  done  to  make  the  Yeomanry  a 
.more  serviceable  and  reasonable  corps, 
■but  until  the  expenses  are  reduced  I  am 
afraid  that  nothing  can  bu  done.  The 
-experiment  of  trying  to  improve  the 
Yeomanry  is  well  worth  adopting,  but 
until  you  reduce  the  expenditure  and  in- 
troduce a  more  businesslike  footing  I 
myself  despair  of  seeing  any  great  use 
bang  made  of  it. 

Captain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.) : 
I  desire  to  criticise  the  statement  of  the 
Under  Secretary,  but  only  very  briefly 

■and  in  the  most  friendly  spirit.  As  a 
Badical,  I  must  say  it  is  a  great  satiafac- 

3tioa  to  me  to  find  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 


man was  able  to  develop  a  scheme  which 
in  the  opinion  of  the  military  authorities 
would  be  sufficient  both  for  the  defence 
of  this  country  and  for  the  Empire 
at    large     without    having  recourse 
to  conscription,  which  I  am  certain  would 
not,  in  the  long  run,  have  as  good  results 
as  the  volimtary  system.    It  seems  to 
me,  looking  at  the  scheme  broadly,  that 
if  it  is  carried  out  on  the  lines  proposed 
the  expense  is  almost  bound  to  be,  in  the 
long  run,  something  enormous.  Having 
no  figures  or  facts  at  my  disposal — only 
the  bare  outlines  of  the  scheme — I  am 
unable  to  criticise  it  in  any  detail  With 
reference  to  the  question  of  recruiting,  1 
frankly  admit  that  the  scheme  has  tapped 
every  possible  source,  but  I  do  not  know 
whether  in  the  future,  especially  if  the 
garrisoning  of  South  Africa  is  taken  into 
consideration,  it  will  be  possible  to  main- 
tain  i-ecruiting  at  a  sufficiently  high 
standing.     I  regard  the  suggestion  to 
extend  the  number  of  three  years  men 
as  very  valuable.    I  believe  if  they  can 
be  largely  increased  it  will  place  us  in  a 
verj'   much  stronger  position  than  we 
occupy  at  the  present  moment.     I  am 
bound  to  admit  that  the  hon.  GenUeman 
scarcely  touched  on  the  question  of  India. 
Those  of  us  who  have  been  in  that 
country  know  that  every  available  unit 
there  must  be  an  absolutely  mobile  force, 
and  that  troops  not  up  to  the  highest 
standard  are  practically  valueless.    I  do 
not  think  the  hon.  Gentleman  fore- 
shadowed how  a  sufficient  garrison  was 
to  be  kept  in  India.    It  cannot  be  denied 
that  after  this  war  some  troops  will  be 
required  in  South  Africa,  and  that  you 
I  will  have  to  return  to  India  the  troops 
I  you  have  withdrawn  from  that  count^. 
'  As  regards  the  mobile  force  in  this 
i  cmintry,  so  far  as  I  can  judge,  there 
I  would  be  some  difficulty  in  making  it 
I  sufficiently   mobile,  because    the  hon. 
Gentleman  did  not  foreshadow  that  the 
army  corps  which  he  proposed  to  con- 
stitute in  this  country  should  be  a  real 
army  corps ;  that  is  to  say  an  army  corps 
kept  in  a  state  of  readiness  with  a  perma- 
nent staff  and  with  artillery  and  cavalry 
accustomed  to  work  together.    As  the 
hon.  Gentleman  pointed  out,  as  far  as  the 
defence  of  this  country  is  concerned,  we 
must  absolutely  rely  on  the  Navy,  and 
the  mobile  force  kept  in  the  country  wfll 
be  required  for  quite  another  purpose.  It 
will  be  required  for  the  only  purpose  in 
which  such  a  force  would  be  of  use  to  us, 


3B2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1295       Army  {StipplemeiUary)  {COMMONS} 


129& 


namely,  to  be  thrown  in  a  moment  into 
the  most  vulnerable  part  of  our  enemy's 
territory.  Therefore,  if  it  is  not  of  a 
mobile  character  it  is  of  no  use.  As 
regards  the  Yeomanry,  the  proposal  to 
convert  them  into  mounted  infantry  is 
certainly  a  move  in  the  right  direction,  as 
their  value  as  cavalry  is  practically  nil. 
The  move  is  most  valuable.  The  hon. 
Gentleman  furthermore  suggested  .the 
utilising  of  ex-soldiers  in  this  country.  I 
am  confident  that  that  will  not  only  pro- 
duce a  very  valuable  fOToe,  but  will  have 
a  marked  effect  on  recruiting  and  will 
tend  to  popularise  the  Army  throughout  the 
lei^th  and  breadth  of  the  Land.  The  future 
of  South  Africa  is  also  a  question  which  will 
have  to  be  faced.  May  I  point  out  that 
there  was  one  flaw,  if  I  may  so  speak,  in 
the  statement  of  the  hon.  Gentleman  ? 
He  referred  to  our  tapping  the  colonies 
for  officers,  but  he  made  no  reference  to 
our  making  use  of  those  valuable  re- 
cruiting grounds  as  regards  men.  I 
am  disposed  to  think  that  in  Canada, 
Australia,  and  elsewhere  there  are  valuable 
recruiting  grounds  untapped,  and  in  the 
present  patriotic  state  in  which  the  in- 
habitants of  the  entire  Emjure  are,  I 
think  use  might  be  made  of  them.  I  am 
glad  that  there  is  no  great  alteration  pro- 
posed as  regards  oui'  Army  system  as  a 
whole  at  the  present  juncture.  This  is 
not  the  time  for  it.  When  this  war  is 
brought  to  a  successful  issue,  as  I  believe 
it  will  be  brought  in  a  comparatively 
short  space  of  time,  we  may  then  con- 
sider the  reorganisation  of  the  Army — 
whether  we  should  not  have  a  long  ser- 
vice force  for  India  aud  the  colonies, 
with  a  mobile  force  at  home,  and  with  the 
remainder  our  defensive  land  forces 
consisting  of  short  service  men,  the 
Reserve,  and  a  standing  force  of  sufficient 
cavalry  and  artillery.  That  is  a  question 
which  I  hope  will  be  brought  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue  by  the  present  Government. 

*SlR  J.  FERGUSSON  (Manchester, 
N.E.) :  I  do  not  desire  to  indulge  in  any 
speculations  regarding  the  army  of  the 
future.  We  have  quite  enough  to  think 
of  at  present,  and  the  prefer  time  to 
discuss  that  will  be  when  the  war  is  ovei-. 
As  regards  the  troops  we  have  drawn 
from  India  in  this  great  emergency,  we 
are  all  agreed  that  they  shall  be  returned. 
India  supplied  a  force  which  could  not  be 
got  from  any  other  place  at  a  particular 
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juncture.  It  arrived,  in  the  words  of  one 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  "  in  the  nick 
of  time."  Had  we  not  ^  that  foree 
from  India  the  chances  are  that  the  Boos 
would  have  been  able  to  come  down  to 
Durban.  The  heroic  garrison  of  Lady- 
smith  checked  the  invasion  of  Natal,  and 
has  earned  the  undying  gratitude  of  the 
country.  It  is  a  very  senous  matter  that 
this  country,  in  which  so  many  valuable 
interests  are  at  stake,  and  which  ought 
to  be  so  strongly  protected,  has  at  the 
present  moment  only  a  small  r^ular 
force  within  its  shores.  There  are  mi- 
limited  resources  to  draw  upon  for  ser- 
vice abroad  and  at  hom^  and  I  do  uot 
think  that  many  yet  realise  the  full 
extent  of  the  patriotism  which  is  being 
displayed'  just  now.  The  number  of  men 
who  are  ready  to  give  their  lives  for  their 
country  at  the  present  moment  is 
practically  unlimited.  To-day  I  took  port 
on  a  Committee  to  organise-  an  adflitional 
branch  of  the  Yeomanry  corps,  to  he 
entirely  composed  of  first-rate  rifle  men. 
The  men  who  presented  themselves  as 
candidates  for  officers'  eommissious 
wero  not  <yo\y  thoroughly  trained, 
with  long  experience  in  the  Auzilian- 
forces,  but  ^  they  had  left  flourish- 
ing businesses.  ANTiile  we  have  such 
a  fund  to  draw  upon  we  know- 
that  this  comitry  will  not  be  found  want- 
ing in  a  time  of  emergency.  It  is  nut  a 
question  whether  tbc  country  will  In- 
found  wanting,,  but  whether  it  will  he 
found  organised.  Without  oiganisation 
the  most  patriotic  nation  may  I>c  helpless 
in  presence  of  an  organised  cnemv,  and 
some  will  doubt  whether  the  organisation 
now  proposed  is  really  ade(|uate  for  the 
occasion.  There  is>  so  much  ai  invitation, 
hope,  and  conjecture  iit  the  scheme  that 
it  is  hardly  of  the  solid  and  reliable  cha- 
racter which  the  country  expected  in 
the  present  emcrgenc}'.  N*o  douitt  the 
Government  are  making  a  call  on  the 
Committee  which  will  Ikj  very  freelv 
responded  to.  One  or  two  hon.  Member' 
have  referi-ed  to  conscription  a.s  an  ex- 
petlierit  which  coiUd  not  Ih?  entertained. 
Conscription  is  no  doubt  foreign  U*  our 
British  ideas ;  it  has  never  betMi  resorteii 
to  oven  ia  times  of  greatest  necesHity] 
But  is  it  conscription  that  the  nation  at 
large  should  be  called  upon  to  defeml 
itself  ?  Would  it  Imj  contended  that  the 
Swiss  system  is  conscription  t  I  haw 
known  it  and  admired  it  for  a  great 
number  of  years.   The  Swiss  are  the 
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freest  natioa  in  Europe ;  they  are  self 
governed,  and  they  have  organised  them- 
selves into  a  nation  in  arms.  If  their 
territory  were  threatened  they  would  be 
lound  to  be  a  nation  in  arms,  just  as 
the  Boers  are.  A  small  book  was 
recently  issued  by  the  Intelliigence  De- 
partment concerning  the  Swiss  Army. 
All  the  Swiss  are  required  to  join  in  the 
defence  of  their  country ;  they  are 
thoroughly  organised  and  put  in  line  as 
if  against  any  European  army.  Perhaps 
that  is  the  conscription  which  hon.  Mem- 
bers say  would  be  foreign  to  our  ideas ; 
hut  the  Swiss  are  required  to  be  members 
of  their  defence  force  for  twenty-five  years, 
4nd  how  much  of  their  time  do  hon. 
Members  think  each  Swiss  must  put  in 
during  these  twenty-five  years  t  He  only 
^ves  135  days  to  the  service  of  his 
country.  Well,  surely  that  is  hardly 
.  conscription,  and  that  is  a  state  of  things 
which  deserves  discussion  here.  More- 
over, every  Swiss  boy  learns  his  drill  at 
«chooI  as  an  essential  part  of  his  school 
course,  and  that  has  had  excellent  effect 
oa  the  physique  of  the  youth  of  the 
country.  Again,  they  tearn  rifle-shooting 
at  the  Tirs  National.  That  is  not  a  com- 
pulsory service,  but  the  emulation  is  so 
jrareat  that  every  Swiss  lad  joins  the 
Tir  National.  Th.Q  only  considerable  tax 
on  his  time  is  in  the  first  year's  service, 
when  he  has  to  put  in  forty-five  days  drill. 
If  we  adopted  a  system  something  like 
that  we  should  have  an  army  of  a  domes- 
tic character  which  would  really  be  equal 
to  the  defence  of  the  country.  The  Swiss 
force  embraces  both  artillery  and  cavalry, 
and  the  gunners  anddrivers  are  thoroughly 
trained.  Eveiy  Canton  takes  an  interest 
in  the  annual  army  manoeuvres,  and 
loreign  militarv  attach^  think  them  so 
important  and  so  well  deserving  of 
stuily  that  they  go  to  see  them.  I 
think  that,  as  in  1858,  the  Grovern- 
raent  have  lost  a  great  opportunity  in 
not  proposing  a  scheme  of  a  general 
local  militia.  In  the  interesting  state- 
ment of  my  hon.  friend  there  were 
two  points  which  did  not  appear  to  me 
wholly  satisfactory.  In  the  first  place, 
he  stated  the  number  by  which  the 
Auxiliary  forces  fell  short  of  the  estab- 
lishment to  be  76,000,  and  that  he 
expected  to  make  up  50,000  by  recruiting ; 
and  then  he  proceeded  to  suggest  that 
that  would  be  a  substantial  addition  to 
the  defence  of  the  country.  But  this 
is  problematical.      Another   point  on 


which  a  good  deal  is  wanting  is  in  the 
instruction  department.  At  the  present 
moment  we  are  a  good  deal  short  in 
trained  officere  in  this  country.  My  hon. 
friend  said  that  there  are  106,000  men  of 
the  Regular  Army  in  this  country  at  the 
present  time ;  but  most  of  them  are  either 
unfit  for  active  service  by  reason  of  in- 
firmity or  of  being  too  young  to  put  in  the 
field.  These  are  for  the  most  part  added 
to  the  Militia,  which  has  already  too  few 
officers.  That  is  a  most  unsatisfactory 
state  of  things,  and  must  lead  to  a  want 
of  discipline.  I  am  surprised  that  more 
use  has  not  been  made  of  Reserve  officers. 
I  may  point  out  that  it  would  be 
extremely  desirable  if  a  system  were 
introduced  by  which  officers  could  be 
speedily  trained  to  supply  the  mani- 
fest wants  of  the  country  both  m  the 
Regulars  and  in  the  Auxiliary  forces. 
Many  men  would  make  good  officers  who 
are  too  old  to  be  put  among  cadets, 
and  not  old  enough  to  be  entirely  super- 
annuated. The  Staff  College  is  at  present 
shut  up.  It  should  be  opened  specially, 
and  retired,  or  Reserve  officers  employed 
in  training  the  young  officers  both  of  the 
Regular  and  Auxiliary  forces.  I  be- 
lieve the  Militia  ought  to  be,  and 
will  be,  the  backbone  of  the  defence 
of  the  country.  We  have  neglected  it 
for  a  ^;ood  many  years,  and  treated  it  as 
the  mdk-cow  of  the  army,  and  now  we 
have  to  fall  back  upon  it  to  fill  the 
places  of  the  regiments  in  the  field.  My 
hon.  friend  says  that  the  Auxiliary  forces 
are  to  be  put  on  a  better  footing,  and 
that  the  Militia  are  to  be  better  treated 
and  better  paid.  I  remember  when  the 
men  in  the  Militia  were  of  a  different  class 
than  now.  They  were  men  of  settled 
occupation,  who  came  out  to  the  training 
in  the  simmer  time  as  an  amusement 
and  a  holiday.  After  I  left  the  Army  I 
was  myself  for  fourteen  years  in  command 
of  a  MiUtia  battalion.  That  battalion 
then  consisted  of  ten  companies ;  then 
they  were  reduced  to  eight ;  and  latterly 
it  was  threatened  to  reduce  them  to  six 
companies.  It  came  to  Aldershot 
the  other  day  only  450  strong,  and 
of  these  150  went  out  to  South  Africa, 
and  some  regiments  are  even  weaker  than 
that.  That  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  state 
of  affairs.  While  the  proposals  are  not 
the  best,  and  while  they  depend  upon  in- 
vitation here,  and  conjecture  there,  X 
nevertheless  hope  they  will  be  sufficient 
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to  give  a  substantial  addition  to  the  de- 
fences of  the  country. 

Sir  WALTER  FOSTER  (Derby,  Ilkes- 
ton) :  I  am  bound  to  say  that  I  listened 
with  considerable  interest  to  the  very 
clear  statement  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man made  in  introducing  his  Esti- 
mate ;  but  I  also  must  admit 
that  I  listened  to  that  statement 
with  some  amomit  of  disappointment. 
We  are  face  to  face  with  great  national 
difficulties,  and  these  arise  from  the  fact 
that  we  are  fighting  this  campaign  under 
entirely  novel  conditions.  I  thmk  these 
novel  conditions  in  South  Africa  ought  to 
have  induced  the  Government,  in  laying 
this  Estimate  before  the  House,  to  ^ve  us 
something  different  from  the  old  Imes  on 
which  they  formerly  proceeded.  We 
must  remember  that  we  are  fighting 
against  a  people  with  a  population  not 
equal  to  that  of  a  second-rate  provin- 
cial city  in  England,  and  able  to  put  a 
fighting  force  into  the  field  of  consider- 
ably less  than  100,000  men.  It  is  in- 
conceivable to  me,  that  a  great  Empire 
like  this,  governed  by  the  House  of 
Commons  and  the  House  of  Lords,  can 
be  reduced  to  anything  like  an  extremity 
of  difficulty,  by  having  to  conqocr  a 
nationality  of  omy  about  300,000  souls. 
It  is  almost  incredible  that  the  difficulties 
which  have  arisen  might  not  have  l>een 
averted.  The  truth  is  we  have  gone 
into  a  modern  war  very  much  on  ancient 
methods.  We  have  been  meeting  forces 
that  have  infinitely  greater  mobility 
than  our  own,  and  armed  with  artillery 
considerably  superior  to  ours.  The  con- 
ditions brought  about  by  new  methods 
of  warfare  are  conditions  with  which  our 
methods  are  not  able  adeqtiately  to 
cope.  That  has  been  shown  in  every 
fight  we  have  had.  Although  our 
men  have  exhibited  as  much  bra^'ery  and 
pluck  as  ever  liefore,  they  ha^'e  not  had 
the  success  which  they  deserve  :  and  that 
is  because  they  are  fighting  against 
weapons  with  which  they  have  not  had 
previous  experience.  ^\'e  must  meet 
our  difficulties  with  now  methods. 
X  do  not  see  in  the  statement 
of  the  hon.  Gentleman  a  sufficient 
amount  of  ima|pnation,  if  I  may  say  so, 
in  reference  to  existing  needs  and  the 
necessities  of  the  case.  When  he  wants 
to  increase  the  military  forces  of  the 
country,  he  goes  on  the  same  line  of 
policy  as  we  have  been  pursuing  in  the 


past.  If  the  necessity  arose  at  any  time 
to  defend  this  country  from  an  invasion, 
it  woiJd  require  to  be  done  very  much 
on  the  same  lines  as  the  Boers  are  taking 
in  South  Africa,  and  our  troops  would 
require  to  be  trained  very  much  likn  the 
Boers  in  the  Transvaal  and  the  Orange 
Free  State.  But  I  do  not  see  any 
adequate  provision  in  the  suggestions 
which  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
has  made  to  bring  about  that  end. 
It  is  true  that  he  calls  out  new  regiments 
of  the  line  and  more  militia,  but  he  gives 
us  no  suggestion  that  these  are  to  undergo 
a  different  training  from  that  given  to  our 
soldiers  in  the  past.  What  we  want  is,, 
that  the  new  force  or  forces  should  be 
trained  on  the  lines  of  modern  warfare, 
rendered  absolutely  necessary  by  new 
weapons  of  precision,  with  which  an  enemy 
will  be  armed  in  the  future.  For  that 
purpose  three  things  are  necessary.  First 
of  all  it  must  be  a  very  mobile  force — a 
force  of  mounted  mfantry  to  a  Urge 
extent,  and  that  will  not  be  supplied  by 
the  conversion  of  the  Yeomanry,  as  has 
I>een  suggested.  We  want  also  a  very 
much  better  training  in  rifle  shooting  than 
wo  have  had  in  the  past,  and  for  that  pur- 
pose we  want  facilities  given  all  over  the 
country  for  practising  rifle  shooting.  In 
addition  to  tbat  we  want  a  great  imjprove- 
ment  not  only  in  the  strength,  but  in  the 
character  of  our  artillery.  If  these  pro- 
posals were  carried  out,  then  the  sugges- 
tions of  the  hon.  Gentleman  might  be 
adequate  to  the  needs  of  the  country.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  wants  to  apply  a  certain 
amount  of  the  money  he  proposes  to  raise 
in  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  soldiers  and 
Militia.  It  is  obvious  that  if  these  men 
are  to  spend  a  considerable  amount  of 
time  away  from  their  ordinaty  avocations 
their  pay  must  be  increased,  and,  so 
far  as  that  goes,  this  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  carry  out  his  proposal  with  regard  to- 
the  Volunteers  in  a  generous  spirit, 
especially  in  the  encouragement  of  rifle 
shooting,  for  I  am  sure  the  country  would 
gladly  consent  to  any  generous  methods 
of  treatment  of  the  Vdimteers,  Again, 
we  have  a  great  reserve  of  able  young 
men,  full  of  pluck  and  daring  who  are 
prevented  by   straitened  moans  from 

foing  into  the  Army  as  officers,  and  if  the 
on.  Gentleman  would  give  these  some 
encouragement,  by  ofltering  higher  pay, 
he  could  secure  a  much  lietter  supply  of 
officers,  and  of  Itcttcr  material,  than  in 
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the  past.  I  hope,  liKe\rise,  that  steps 
will  be  taken  to  fill  up  the  gaus  in  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  C3orps,  and  to 
attract  young  medical  men  from  the 
dchoola. 

Sir  a.  ACLAND-HOOl)  (Somerset- 
shire, Wellington) :  The  proposals  of  the 
Ciovornment  are  only  a  temporary  expe- 
dient, and  it  is  fortunate  they  arc  so.  We 
have  tried  raising  an  army  by  voluntary 
enlistment  and  by  making  the  Army 
p«>pular,  l)ut  wo  are  now  trying  to  raise 
an  army  by  invitation  and  imagination. 
The  country  had  Uxiked  forward  with 
intense  anxiety  to  the  declaration  of  the 
Government  about  the  Army,  and,  as  far 
as  I  am  concerned,  I  had  a  feeling  of  dis- 
appointment in  listening  to  the  speech  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War.  What  the  country  wants  ia, 
first,  a  scheme  of  home  defence  ;  second, 
an  adequate  force  for  reinforcements  in 
South  Africa.  As  to  the  latter,  we  are  told 
by  the  Government  that  we  have  at  home 
1 09,000  men.  What  are  they — Reservists, 
men  medically  unfit,  men  under  age,  or 
recruits  1  If  we  have  1 09,000  men,  how 
is  it  we  only  have  seventeen  battalions 
of  Infantry  1  As  to  the  home  defence, 
what  the  country  asks  for  iw  a  sufficient 
force  to  make  us  safe  from  invasion. 
One  party  among  military  and  naval 
experts  thinks  that  our  Fleet  is 
our  first  and  only  line  of  defence, 
and  that  in  the  event  of  our  Fleet  failing 
it  is  only  waste  of  money  to  provide  an 
army  to  defend  our  shores.  If  the  Fleet 
should  be  annihilated,  that  is  true,  but 
then  we  may  have  checks  and  reverses  at 
sea.  In  the  event  of  such  a  check  an 
army  at  home  would  give  invaliuible  time 
to  enable  our  Fleet  to  recuperate.  One 
less<m  from  the  war  is  that  whatever  else 
we  waste,  we  cannot  afford  to  waste  time. 
The  Government  scheme  of  defence  is, 
first  an  active  mobile  Army,  ready  to 
strike  a  blow  at  the  in\"ftder ;  and, 
second,  the  occupation  of  certain  strategic 
points  for  passive  defence.  The  second 
without  the  first  is  useless,  yet  we  depend 
for  active  defence  on  battalions,  batteries, 
and  cavalry  regiments,  not  only  not  yet 
raised,  but  only  shadowed  in  this  Vote. 
\\'hy  not  organise  your  active  defence 
from  the  material  you  already  have  in 
the  Militia  and  Volunteers  ?  What  the 
county  wants  is  an  army,  not  a  mob. 
The  Volunteers  have  no  staff,  no  proper 


organisation,  and  no  proper  training.  If 
they  are  to  occupy  certain  strategic  posi- 
tions for  home  defence  they  ought  to  be 
e.Kcrcised  in  those  positions  by  the  officers 
they  will  have  to  serve  under ;  to  learn 
the  country,  the  lungcs  of  positions, 
and  the  roads  leading  to  them.  It  is 
knowledge  of  that  kind  which  has  enabled 
the  Boers  to  hold  their  own.  As  to  the 
sources  from  which  the  numbers  required 
are  to  lie  drawn  they  are :  First, 
Section  D  of  the  Army  lieservc.  Now 
Section  D  cannot  be  called  out  till 
Sections  A,  K  and  C  are  called  out.  The 
consequence  is  that  wlieii  tradesmen, 
artificers,  and  so  on  are  wanted  for  the 
Engineers  and  ArtiUerj',  they,  being  in 
Section  D,  cannot  bo  called  out  until  the 
whole  of  A,  B  and  C — thousands  of  whom 
are  not  wanted— have  been  called  out. 
The  consequence  is  that  these  men 
are  now  living  on  furlough  at  full  pay.  I 
hope  that  an  alteration  will  be  made  in 
the  Act  so  as  to  prevent  this  in  future. 
The  second  source  from  which  the 
numbers  are  to  be  drawn  is  the  Volunteers 
-  ma^ificent  material,  but  not  trained  or 
organised.  They  have  been  snubbed 
by  every  Government,  and  are  now 
approached  with  invitations.  They  are 
not  properly  drilled,  trained,  or  organised, 
and  their  shooting  as  a  whole  is  indifferent, 
which  is  not  their  fault,  for  they  have  no 
means  of  improving  it  ou'ing  to  the  lack 
of  ran^s  and  the  small  amount  of  rounds 
allowed*  and  the  expense  of  getting  to 
the  ranges.  It  is  a  mistivke  to  suppose 
that  in  these  respects  any  comparison 
can  bo  made  between  the  Volunteers 
and  the  Boers.  The  Boers  are  a 
highly  drilled  and  well  trained  force, 
with  every  facility  for  learning  manoeuv- 
ring and  .shooting.  The  Under  Secretary 
for  War  said  that  the  Volunteei-s  and 
Militia  were  to  have  every  opportunity  of 
improving  their  muflketrypractice.  But 
I  where  are  the  ranges  1  They  oould  not 
'  be  improvised  in  a  few  weeks.  What  the 
country  wants  is  an-  army  for  home 
defence  at  once.  The  scheme  of  the 
j  Government  will  produce  some  sort  of 
army  in  nine  or  twelve  months,  by  which 
I  time  the  war  will  pi-obably  be  over,  and 
the  result  of  the  present  scheme  and  the 
future  reorganisation  of  the  Army  will  be 
absolute  chaos.  The  country  is  ready  to 
accept  almost  any  proposal  from  the 
Government  in  order  to  make  home  de- 
fence secure.  It  would  have  taken  much 
more  than  the  present  scheme  with  great 
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eagerness.  But  though  these  proposals 
fall  short  of  what  is  necessary,  they  are 
those  of  the  responsible  Government,  and 
as  such  must  be  supported  by  eveiyone 
in  the  House. 


Eslmaten. 


Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER  (Staf- 
fordshire, Lichfield) :  The  speech  which 
has  just  been  delivered  has  expressed  many 
of  the  sentiments  and  thoughts  which  have 
passed  through  my  head  as  to  the  state- 
ment of  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War.  Everybody  has  been 
anxiously  looking  forward  to  this  state- 
ment, and  expectmg  to  hear  that  in  the 
shortest  possible  time  another  army 
corps  womd  be  prepared  to  go  abroad  or 
defend  the  country,  as  might  be  required. 
But  this  scheme  apparently  does  not  do 
that.  There  is  one  point  I  should  like  to 
refer  to — the  increase  in  the  artillery. 
That  increase  is  not  to  be  permanent, 
but  is  to  be  reduced  as  soon  as  the  war 
is  over.  The  increase  in  the  artillery, 
taking  all  the  guns  we  have  got,  and 
putting  down  all  the  forces  as  they  have 
been  mentioned  to-night,  will  be  only  one 
gun  per  thousand  men,  instead  of  five  per 
thousand  as  in  foreign  armies,  and  if  we 
are  to  reduce  that  number  still  further  it 
will  make  a  very  small  numbor  of  artillery 
when  we  include  the  Reserve  forces. 
What  is  needed  at  the  present  time  is  a 
mobile  force  that  can  be  used  for  defence 
or  sent  abroad  at  once.  It  is  quite  pos- 
sible that  we  may  have  another  check, 
although  I  hope  we  shall  not,  and  it  is 
jiossihle  that  we  may  have  to  send  out 
further  troops.  We  cannot  send  the 
Volunteers,  who  stand  on  the  chalk  hills 
to  defend  Londoi^  or  the  Militia,  which 
is  not  yet  embodied.  Some  people  say 
the  Muitia  is  embodied ;  yes,  for  the 
reason  that  the  country  is  almost  denuded 
of  trained  troops.  Had  they  been  em- 
bodied sooner,  we  should  have  had  a 
further  60,000  trained  troops  now.  The 
Militia  ought  to  have  been  embodied 
sooner,  so  that  trained  troops  might  be 
provided  ready  to  hand.  As  to  the 
.Militia,  there  is  one  question  which  I 
should  like  to  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman. 
He  said  the  Militia  was  to  go  into  camp 
and  be  trained  during  the  summer.  Is 
he  going  to  train  any  to  take  the  place  of 
the  seventeen  battalions  ordered  abroad  t 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  We  are  going  to 
embody  them  alL 

Sir  A.  Acland-ffood. 


Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER :  But 
to  take  the  place  of   the  seTenteen 

battalions  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Oh,  yea  The 
reason  we  cannot  have  any  more  is 
because  of  the  barrack  accommodation. 

Mr.  COURTENAY  WARNER:  The 
reason  for  that  is,  I  think,  because  most 
barracks  are  fulL  I  think  it  would  have 
been  better  to  have  broken  up  the  bat- 
talions by  placing  them  in  the  cavalry 
and  Regular  barracks  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  there  might  be  a  little  over- 
crowding. That  is  one  of  the  ways  in 
which  we  might  have  had  infantry  and 
garrison  artillery  at  the  present  time. 
Another  curious  statement  is  that  with 
regard  to  the  cavalry.  That  is  an  arm 
m<H)t  needed  of  all.  We  cannot  increase 
the  guns  more  quickly  because  it  takes,  I 
am  told,  three  months  to  make  a  guu ; 
but  a  cavalry  soldier  talus  some  time  Ui 
make,  and  according  to  this  scheme  the 
cavalry  is  not  to  be  increased  to  any 
extent.  The  recent  gaps  in  the 
cavalry  are  to  be  filled,  and  a 
full  squadron  of  the  Househohl 
Brigade  is  to  be  made  up  by  a  flying 
squadron,  and  one  troop  is  to  be  taken 
from  each  Yeomanry  regiment  in  the 
country.  But  that  depends  entirely  on 
the  capacity  of  Yeomanry  regiments  to 
supply  it.  We  shall  have  some  mounted 
infantry,  it  is  tnie^  and  that  will  make  up 
to  a  certain  extent  the  first  force  to  be 
mobilised ;  but  there  will  not  be  safficient 
mounted  men  to  form  a  large  re8er\'e 
force  in  the  country.  This  force  is 
talked  of  as  an  army  on  paper,  and  this 
force  will  have  no  cavalry.  The  mobile 
force  will  have  mounted  infantry  instead  of 
cavalry.  There  are  two  questions  I 
should  like  to  ask  upon  that  With  regard 
to  the  one  month's  training  of  the 
Yeomanry,  one  difficulty  in  the  Yeomaniy 
is  the  horse.  To  provide  a  horse  for  a 
month  is  a  great  tax  on  the  men.  What 
are  the  Government  going  to  do  as  to 
providing  thatt  It  is  difficult  to  get 
officers  and  mounted  men  at  any  time. 
Has  the  Government  thought  about  pn>- 
viding  the  horse  t  The  other  question  is 
as  to  the  Militia.  It  is  to  be  embodied 
for  six  months  this  year  and  to  get  extra 
pay.  Is  that  beyond  the  extra  3d.  which 
the  Army  get,  or  is  it  the  3d.  we  got  last 
year,  and  which  I  am  grateful  to  the 
Under  Secretary  for  having  given  1  One 
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last  question  I  -wish  to  ask  is  this.  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  opposite  said  the 
Militia  was  short  of  officers  and  men ; 
but  it  is  not  quite  so  bad  as  he  makes 
out,  because  many  battalions  are  short  of 
men  and  not  short  of  officers,  and  many 
are  short  of  officers  and  not  short  of 
men.  A  great  deal,  I  think,  might  be 
done  if  they  were  all  trained  together 
so  that  they  might  to  an  extent  be 
amalgamated.  I  bope,  in  spite  of  this 
statement,  we  shall  hear  of  something 
more  being  done  to  prepare  troops  to  be 
moved.  A  little  while  ago  the  service 
Members  of  this  House  approached  the 
bon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War,  and  asked  that  a  force  including 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  and  a 
train  should  be  prepared  at  once.  No 
such  force,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  been 
prepared  for  the  last  three  months,  and 
although  the  country,  it  is  true,  is 
prepared  to  go  to  almost  any  length  to 
^t  such  a  force,  this  statement  is,  I  think, 
open  to  the  objection  that,  although  a 
large  number  of  men  will  be  trained, 
they  will  not  l>e  sufficiently  trained. 

Colonel  LOCKWOOD  (Essex,  Epping) 
said  he  always  had  a  robust  faith  in  the 
reforms  proposed  from  the  Government 
side  of  the  House.  His  faith  in  the 
simplicity  of  this  reform  was  inomsed, 
but  he  doubted  its  praeticability.  The 
truth  was  there  was  very  little  scheme 
about  it.  It  relied  for  its  success  on 
the  patriotism  of  the  country,  and  on 
the  power  of  obtaining  the  number  of 
recruits  asked  for.  We  had  been  trying 
to  get  30,000  men  for  some  time,  but 
they  had  not  been  obtained  yet.  We 
were  now  asking  various  classes  to  serve, 
but  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secre- 
tary had  omitted  to  say  what  they  would 
gfit  for  serving.  He  congratulated  the 
Government  upon  not  having  given  way 
to  the  craze  for  compulsion,  the  enforce- 
ment  of  the  ballot  for  the  Militia.  He 
did  not  believe  in  compulsion,  and,  though 
it  might  eventually  be  forced  upon  us, 
the  day  of  the  adoption  of  such  a  system 
was  yet  far  distant.  What  the  nation 
wanted  was  encouragement,  and  not 
compulsion.  He  was  pleased  to  hear  of  the 
proposed  change  in  the  drill  of  Yeomanry 
to  majce  them  more  lit  to  act  as  units. 
The  Militia  was  to  l)e  called  up  for  six  | 
months.  Of  all  the  Auxiliary  forces  this  was  ; 
the  one  which  had  been  most  neglected  in 
the  past,  and  would  certainly  require  more  < 


encouragement,  and  should  be  liberally 
dealt  with  to  make  up  for  that  neglect, 
which  they  would  be  a  long  while  in  for- 
getting. If  Volunteers  were  called  out 
for  considerable  periods  of  time  he  hoped 
the  voluntary  character  of  the  force  would 
not  be  overlooked,  and  that  their  ex- 
penses would  be  met  in  a  generous  spirit, 
and  that  officers  of  the  Auxiliary  forces 
would  not  be  called  upon  to  pay  as  they 
had  paid  in  the  past,  charges  that  should 
be  defrayed  by  the  Government.  Over 
and  over  again  officers  of  regiments  had 
been  called  upon  to  pay  sums  which  they 
should  never  have  been  allowed  to  pay. 
Upon  the  question  of  rifle  ranges,  the  use 
of  smokeless  powder,  and  other  matters 
raised  during  the  discussion,  more  informa- 
tion would,  he  hoped,  be  forthcoming.  He 
shouldsupportthe  measures  foreshadowed, 
thou^  he  regarded  them  as  meagre,  and 
practically  constituting  no  scheme  beyond 
fresh  enlistment. 

Colonel  PILKINGTON  (Lancashire, 
Newton),  who  was  imperfectly  heard, 
was  understood  to  say ;  I  believe  in  train- 
ing the  Army  as  quickly  as  po6sible,and  in 
getting  a  mobile  force  as  large  as  possible 
prepared  to  bo  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
and  possibly  elsewhere.  From  the  re- 
marks that  have  been  made  it  is  evident 
that  great  reliance  is  going  to  be  placed 
on  the  Volunteers,  mth  regard  to  that 
force  I  desire  to  add  a  few  remarks  to 
those  which  have  been  made.  It  does, 
seem  to  me  that  the  words  which  fell 
from  my  hon.  friend,  who  spoke  as  to  the 
Swiss  system,  are  very  applicable  to  the 
present  time.  If  the  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Under  Secretary  had  not  mentioned 
the  Volunteers  I  should  not  have  spoken 
to-night ;  but  if  you  are  going  to  rely  on 
the  Volunteer  force,  then  the  War  Office 
ought  to  take  the  force  seriously  into  its 
consideration.  The  Volunteer  force  at 
the  present  time  has  in  its  ranks  men 
ranging  from  eighteen  to  sixty,  and 
although  that  force  is  most  patriotic,  and 
so  far  as  it  goes  a  good  force,  it  is  in 
my  opinion  not  properly  organised.  It 
wants  organising,  and  I  would  suggest  that 
we  should  adopt  some  system  where  every 
man  over  twenty-one  up  to  twenty-six 
should  be  obliged  to  be  .enrolled  in  the 
force.  I  would  not  call  it  a  Volunteer 
force  at  all,  but  a  Kegular  force,  s(nne- 
thing  like  the  Swiss  force.  By  that 
means  you  would  get  many  advantages 
of   the  conscription,  and  get    rid  of 
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the  disadvantages.    Yon  would  get  rid 
of  the  barracks,  and  the  men  could 
work  steadily  at  home  at  their  business  ; 
they  could  attend  three  or  four  times 
a  week  in  tho  spring,   summer,  and 
autumn,  and  every  Saturday  couM  drill. 
After  the  age.  of  twenty-six  they  could  go 
into  the  Reserve  force  and  rest  as  they  do 
in  Switzerlanil.    It  seems  to  me  also  thai  I 
Volunteer    ofiicers    should   go   through  | 
examinations,  and  if  you  were  more  strict ' 
with  them  you  would  give  them  a  better  ' 
status  in  connection  with  the  I^ine,  which  ' 
is  what  ought  to  be  done.   One  thing  i 
which  is,  in  my  opinion,  necessary  is  that  | 
tlie  brigadiers  of  Volunteers  ought  to  be 
continually  looking  them  up.    \oIunteer  ' 
battalions  only  see  their  brigadiers  for  j 
seven  days  in  the  year,  and  that  is  not ' 
what  ought  to  be.    The  brigadiers  ought  ; 
to  be  efficient  young  officers,  and  they  ■ 
ought  to  look  up  their  brigades  and  see 
that  the  men  are  soldiers  in  every  respect.  I 
It  may  be  said  that  you  would  not  get  the  \ 
people  to  do  that,  l)ut,  in  my  opinion,  you  \ 
would  get  them  to  do  so  if  3'ou  gave  them  } 
shooting  ranges.    Every  Volunteer  regi- ' 
ment  ought  to  have  a  shooting  range  close  ' 
at  hand  ;  and  it  seems  to  me  that  a  short  \ 
shooting   ratige   could   be  oonstnicted , 
as  on  the   Continent,  with  a  target 
200  yarda  away,  with  arches  every  20 
yards  to  keep  the  bullets  from  straying.  } 
It   is  quite    true    that  many  of  the 
Vohmteers  are  not  good  shots ;  because  ! 
they  do  not  practise.    Well,  the  question  1 
arises — how  is  it  to  be  done  1    It  is  clear  1 
that  this  is  the  best  time  to  do  it.    The  < 
country  is  moved  to  its  centre  with ' 
enthusiasm  and  determination,  and  there  ! 
should  be  no  trouble  in  bringing  foi-warct  i 
H  workable  and  acceptable  scheme  at  a  { 
time  like  the  present.    I  think  this  one  . 
is  the  very  best,  because  you  will  secure  1 
the  youth  of  the  country  in  the  Volun- 1 
teers,  and  you  will  give  them  something  1 
to  do,  something  that  will  take  the  place 
of  football  and  cricket.    They  will  turn  ! 
their  attention  to  the   rifie  and  make 
shooting  their  hobl)y.    \Miat  is  the  use 
of  giving  a  man  a  rifle  out  of  the  rack  if 
he  does  not  know  the  sighting  of  it  1  It  is 
impossible  to  make  good  shooting  without 
practice.  Now,  I  aay  also  that  tho  scheme 
IS  a  little  too  vague.    This  question  of  the 
Volunteers  wants  taking  up  by  the  War 
OflBce ;  and  if  you  do  not  introduce  some 
scheme  of  this  kind,  you  must  have  con- 
scription. If  you  have  these  Volunteer  bat- 
talions and  brigadiers  to  look  after  them, 
Volond  Pill-ingfoH. 


ami  each  of  them  is  attached  to  a  Line 
battalion ;  if  you  organise  the  youth  of 
the  country  properly  under  such  a  system, 
you  will  be  able  to  draft  from  the 
Volunteer  battalions  first-rate  shota  in 
time  of  war.  You  will  be  able  to  get 
hundreds  of  such  men  and  to  draft  first- 
rate  soldiers  into  the  Line  battalions  at 
the  front.  I  should  not  have  troubled 
the  House  with  these  remarks  on  the 
Volunteers  were  it  not  for  tho  proniinenl 
part  they  have  played  in  my  hon. 
friend's  speech  ;  but  I  feel  deeply  on  thi> 
subject,  and  I  am  perfectly  certain  that 
unless  you  take  some  such  steps  as  tbe.<e 
you  will  not  make  tho  Volunteers  the  effec- 
tive force  they  might  be.  Select  year 
brigadiers  M-isely,  and  put  them  over 
these  men,  and  they  will  tell  you  what  i& 
best  to  do  with  them.  I  would  suggest, 
too,  that  3'ou  should  take  away  the  name 
of  "  Volunteer,"  and  put  them  under 
military  laws.  They  could  still  live  in 
their  own  homes,  pursue  their  daily 
labour,  and  so  the  industrial  forces  of  (he 
Kingdom  would  not  be  depleted. 

Mr.  C.  j. 'MURRAY  (Coventry)  said 
in  regard  to  the  Volunteer  proposals 
that  he  would  gi\  e  men  the  opportunity 
of  serving  for  three  months,  and  as  many 
of  them  (he  referred  especially  to  the 
Artillery)  would  be  drafted  from  the 
working  classes,  and  it  was  impossiUe 
almost  for  them  to  give  their  whole  time 
to  the  duties,  he  would  ask  his  hon.  friend 
to  consider  whether  or  no  they  should  lie 
placed  under  Service  conditions  as  r- 
garded  pay  and  allowances. 

Mr.  MADDISON  (Sheffield,  Bright- 
side)  :  For  some  considersble  time  pastt 
there  have  been  floating  about  rumours 
that  in  the  statement  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary fbv  War  the  adoption  of  some  form 
of  compulsion,  if  not  actual  conscription, 
woidd  be  announced.  It  was,  therefore, 
a  very  great  relief  to  me  to  find  that  the 
Government  have  abandoned  the  fatal 
idea  of  introducing  a  system  so  alien  to 
tho  traditions  of  the  British  people.  The 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  in  almost  hi* 
opening  sentences,  said  there  was  n«> 
modified  compulsion  in  the  scheme,  ami 
that  the  Government  had  not  even  om- 
sidered  such  a  proposal.  It  was  fully  ex- 
pected that  hon.  and  gallant  Gentlemen 
opposite  would  not  welcome  that  omis- 
sion, and  those  anticipations  have  been 
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far  more  than  realised.     Almost  every 
hou.  and  gallant  Gentleman  who  has  ad- 
dressed the  House  has  regretted  to  a 
greater  or  less  degree  the  fact  that  there  , 
was  not  some  form  of  compulsion  pro- 1 
posed.     One  hon.  Member  desired  the 
veiy  name  of  the  Volunteers  altered,  and 
that  all  men  from  twenty-ono  to  twenty- 1 
six  yeurs  of  age  should  be  compelled  to  ' 
serve  in  this  newly  named  Auxiliary  forw.  ' 
Another  hon.  and  gallant  Member  stated  i 
that  the  country  was  at  present  in  such  a  ' 
patriotic  mood  that  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  had  only  to  ask  and  he  could  ■ 
have  whatever  he  wanted.    I  was  rather  ' 
surprised  to  hear  a  complaint  of  lack  of  j 
information  in  the   statement  of  the  I 
Under  Secretary  for  War,  seeing  that  to 
the  hy  mind  it  seemed  to  state  in  very  ■ 
clear  terms  the  number  of  troops  at  our  ! 
disposal.     How  that  hon.  and  gallant ! 
Member  could  ask  for  the  statement  to  | 
Ije  carried  still  further  and  to  l>e  told  I 
how  many  of  that  total   tiuml)cr  were, 
from     some     cause     or    other,  non- 
effective,    passes     my  comprehension, 
as  I  should   have  thought  that  hardly 
patriotic.      Another    hon.   and  gallant ; 
Uentlemaii  advocated  the  adoption  of  the  : 
Swiss  system,  and  in  doing  so  expressed  \ 
his  conviction  that  conscription  could ; 
never  be  introduced  into  Enghind.    He  is  | 
doubtless  quite  right  in  his  view  about  j 
conscription,  but  I  am  very  pleased  the  [ 
Government  are  not  prepared  to  bring  in  j 
even  the  thin  end  of  the  wedge  under  the  ' 
guise  of  the  Swiss  system.     Speaking  ; 
with  some  little  knowledge  of  the  working  ' 
people  of  England,  I  say  that  while  it  is  I 
quite  tnie  that  the  present  is  a  most  , 
favourable  moment  for  playing  on  the 
patriotic  feeling  of  the  nation,  and  while 
you  might    just  now  get  temporary 
supijort  for  some  kind  of  modified  com-  j 
pulsion,  the  Government  have  far  too  I 
much  sagacity  to  trust  a  great  reorganis-  [ 
ing  scheme,  such  as  any  form  of  compulsion  ' 
would  be,  to  the  fleeting  passion  of  the 
moment,  which  might  afterwards  leave  : 
them  stranded,  and  make  their  last  state 
worse  than  their  first.    It  is  all  very  well 
to  argue  for  conscription  or  some  kind  ' 
of  compulsory  8er\'ice,  instancing  some  ' 
Continental  State  as  an  example  ;  but  it 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  you  cannot ' 
speak  of  our  Army  as  being  for  home . 
defence  in  England  at  all.    It  is  true  you  I 
may  set  apart  a  certain  portion  of  your 
forces  for  home   defence,  bnt  such  an 
arrangement  is  completrly  upset  by  the  • 


example  we  have  had  of  the  use  to  which 
a  purely  Volunteer  force  -  supposed  to  be, 
and,  so  far  as  the  law  is  concerned, 
being,  entirely  for  home  defence — has,  by 
methods  often  amounting  in  their  pressure- 
almost  to  compulsion,  been  put  in  South 
Africa.  I  bfh'eve  I  am  voicing  the  senti- 
ments of  the  great  masses  of  the  country 
when  I  say  that,  no  matter  how  glitter- 
ing may  lie  the  prospect  of  dominion 
and  empire,  anything,  I  do  not  care 
what,  which  turns  or  attempts  to  turn 
England  into  a  great  military  nation  after 
the  pattern  of  Germany  will  bo  accounte<l 
by  the  people  of  this  country  as  dear  at 
any  price.  The  Government  have  been 
far  too  much  deceived  by  the  newspapers 
in  connection  with  the  present  unfortunate 
war ;  but  I  am  glad  they  have  not,  so  far 
at  any  rate,  allowed  themselves  to  be 
misled  by  those  newspapers,  morning  and 
evening,  weekly  and  monthly  and  quar- 
terly, which  are  assuring  the  Government 
that  tbo  great  masses  of  the  working 
classes  have  only  one  ruling  passion,  and 
that  is  to  go  to  the  front.  No  greater 
mistake  could  be  made,  and  again  I  most 
heartily  congratulate  the  Government  on 
hanng  resisted  the  temptation—  and  it 
can  have  been  no  little  one  -of  including 
in  their  scheme  some  form  of  compulsory 
service.  I  was  also  very  glad  to  hear, 
though  I  do  not  think  the  scheme  altogether 
bears  out  the  statement,  that  the  Under 
Secretary'  desired  to  avoid  all  attempts 
at  panic,  that  he  did  not  wish  to  set  up. 
the  cry,  "  The  country  in  danger."  I 
was  sorry  and  somewhat  surprised  to  find 
than  an  hon.  Member  on  this  side  of  the 
House  endently  regretted  that  that  cry 
had  not  been  set  up,  because  he  was  most 
enthusiastic  about  embodying  the  Militia. 
For  my  part  I  think  the  Government 
have  acted  very  wisely  in  doing  nothing 
of  the  sort.  With  respect  to  the  scheme- 
as  it  refers  to  the  Volunteers,  I  say  very 
candidly  that  I  hate  militarism  in  any 
form  ;  but  if  we  have— and  I  am  aware 
that  we  have  to  ha^e— armed  forces,  I 
very  much  prefei"  Volunteer  forces  to 
Kegidar  forces.  Volunteers  remain  at 
least  to  some  considerable  extent  a  citizen 
force,  and  that  fact  consoles  me  in  some 
degree,  because  as  a  citizen  force  they 
would  not  l»e  so  completely  subservient 
to  the  ruling  classes  and  the  Government 
of  the  day — a  state  of  things  which  iit 
certain  emergencies  might  be  a  very  bad 
thing  for  the  workers  of  this  country.  I 
was  also  \  ery  pleasetl  that  in  dealing  with 
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the  Volunteers  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  again  gave  the  Committee  the  i 
clearest  indication  that  compulsion  wah  not 
in  his  mind,  because  when  he  referred  to 
the  three  months  training  he  would  like 
the  artillery  to  undergo  he  said  in  a  very 
useful  aside,  "Of  course,  we  shall  not 
make  this  compulsory,"  a  statement  which 
was  greeted  with  dissent  by  those  who 
favour  conscription.  Here  again,  apart 
from  any  theoretical  opinion  about  com- 
pulsory service,  I  am  quite  certain  the 
hon.  Gentleman  was  acting  in  the  interests 
of  his  own  scheme,  because  I  know  very 
well  the  sort  of  men  who  join  the 
artillery  Volunteers.  They  come  in  the 
main  from  a  class  who  are  strong  tmdes 
unionists,  men  who  in  the  towns  earn 
very  good  money,  and  who,  by  training 
and  tradition,  are  very  independent. 
The  very  moment  you  let  them  know 
there  was  compulsion  about  this  three 
months  training  you  would  lose  a  large 
numlwr  of  the  very  men  you  wish  to 
obtain.  Therefore,  even  from  the  point 
of  view  of  expediency,  I  am  siu-e  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  was  right  in 
that  particular.  I  do  not  quite  under- 
stand the  hon.  Member  who  sits  for  one 
of  the  divisions  of  Essex,  who  seemed  to 
twit  the  hon.  Gentleman  about  the 
vagueness  of  his  scheme  with  respect  to 
the  remuneration  of  the  Volunteers.  Ho 
said  that  unless  they  had  some  very  solid 
comforts  offered  to  them  very  few  would 
volunteer.  I  do  not  think  that  is  true. 
W]iat  is  the  fact  ?  No  doubt  workmen 
must  get  something  like  an  equivalent  of 
their  earnings,  but  beyond  that  I  am 
certain  it  would  not  enter  into  their 
minds.  But  when  we  come  to  the 
addition  of  30,000  Regulars,  I  am  bound 
to  say  the  faith  of  some  of  us  is  sorely 
tried.  This  is  not  a  mere  war  vote ;  this  is 
more  than  a  mere  vote  of  men  and  money 
to  prosecute  the  South  African  campaign. 
Some  of  us  in  this  House — and  I  am  one 
— conscientiously  believe  that  the  war  in 
which  we  are  engaged  is  an  unnecessai-y 
one,  but  we  also  realise — and  this  fact 
has  shaped  our  action  hitherto — that  the 
Government  has  got  the  country  into  one 
of  the  greatest  csJamities  of  the  century, 
that  the  Boera  hold  British  territory  and 
by  all  appearance  are  likely  to  hold  it. 
[An  Hon.  Member:  No!]  I  bow  to 
the  opinion  of  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Member ;  I  hope  he  is  right  and 
I  am  wrong.  But  the  uict  re- 
mains that  the   Boers  are  on  British 

Mr,  Maddison, 


territory  now,  and  therefore,  much  as 
some  of  us  are  against  the  war,  we  have 
not  been  able  to  vote  against  the  men  and 
money  required  to  get  the  Boers  off 
British  territory,  and  if  this  was  a  mere 
vote  for  that  purpose  I  for  my  part  should 
follow  the  same  course  as  hitherto.  But 
this  is  more  than  that.  Under  the 
shelter  of  a  great  national  calamity, 
which  has  causea  consiUerable  excite  meat, 
we  have  proposals  of  a  permanent 
character,  proposals  not  merely  for  an 
emergency.  We  are  face  to  face  with 
the  fact  that  we  are  going  to  add 
enormously  to  our  permanent  military 
forces,  and  I  say  here  that  this  is 
not  caused  by  the  necessities  of  the 
nation.  This  addition  is  not  because 
England  is  in  danger,  but  it  is  the  result 
of  a  mischievous  and  mistaken — I  almost 
said  a  fatal — policy.  Ther^ore  I  shall 
feel  perfectly  free  to  act  towards  this 
demand  altogether  apart  from  thesituatioD 
in  South  Africa.  In  conclusion,  I  solemnly 
protest  against  a  dangerous  militarism,  the 
outcome  of  a  mad  Imperialism.  The  con- 
viction is  growing  deeper  and  deeper  in 
the  minds  of  the  poorest  of  the  working 
classes  that — it  may  be  all  right  to  supply 
material  for  inflated  rhetoric  or  to  jwo- 
vide  matter  for  leading  articles  in  the 
newspapers — they  are  getting  absolutely 
no  return  from  this  vast  outlay  to  which 
you  are  putting  the  country  &om  tame  to 
time.  Do  not  mistake  me.  I  do  not 
mean  by  "  outlay "  merely  a  material 
something  ;  the  workers  are  never 
materialistic.  But  you  are  neither 
freeing  oppressed  peoples  nor  are 
you  on  the  material  side  giving  the 
people  new  markets,  a  point  of  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  made  so  much  a  few 
years  ago.  I  say  here,  much  as  I  may 
be  misunderstood,  I  have  a  real  and  a 
growing  fear  of  this  encroachment  of 
that  Ihm  system  of  militarism  which  does 
not  stop  in  the  inflated  Budgets  of 
Governments,  but  permeates  the  very  life 
of  the  people. 

*SlR  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) :  I  for  one  regret  that  on  Supple- 
mentary Estimates  to  provide  for  the 
extra  expenses  within  forty-one  days, 
namely,  before  25th  March  and  the 
exigencies  of  a  temporary  war,  we  have 
brought  before  us  a  scheme  of  a  more  or 
less  permanent  arrangement.  I  can 
hardly  believe  the  Government  fully 
rmlise  the  effect  of  that  procedure  upon 
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some  of  their  supporters.  The  feeling 
and  the  absolute  determination  of  the 
country  is  that  this  war  should  be  prose- 
cuted with  all  the  resolution  and  energy 
and  resourcesof  the  nation,  and  be  brought 
to  a  successful  conclusion  as  soon  as 
piMsible.  Almost  every  man  in  this  House 
is  ready  to  vote  any  money  for  forty-one 
days  or  forty-one  months  to  accomplish 
that  object.  But  now,  when  under  cover 
of  this  temporary  emergency  we  have  pro- 
posed a  permanent  plan  of  attcmtioii  of 
our  military  forces,  to  make  them,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  War  Office,  adequate  to 
our  needs,  what  is  the  position  of  a 
member  of  this  House  %  Of  these  1 20,000 
men  we  are  now  »(ked  to  vote  I  cannot 
understand  how  many  are  asked  for  for 
^k)uth  Africa,  for  a  resen-e  for  over-sea 
requirements,  or  for  sitting  down  at 
home.  Therefore,  o}>jecting  as  I  do 
to  a  passive  policy,  but  determined  as 
I  am  to  give  the  Government  the 
fullest  support  in  all  things  that  will 
help  to  end  this  war  and  to  make  us  ready 
for  jHiy  emergency  over-sea,  how  can  I 
move  a  reduction  of  or  cavil  at  this  vote  ? 
AVc  are  all  trapped  by  the  War  Office — I 
do  not  use  the  word  oflFensively ;  we 
are  obhged  to  swallow  a  sketch  and 
a  scheme  of  an  alteration  of  our 
military  system  under  cover  of  a  sort  of 
Supplementary  Estimate  to  meet  certain 
expenses  within    forty  -  one    days.  I 


extremely  disappointed,  because  I  do  not 
think  it  is  the  proper  way   to  treat 
the  defences  of  this  Empire  at  present. 
I  would  first  of  all  like  to  ask  for  an 
explanation  when  my  hon.  friend  rises  to- 
reply  of  exactly  what  is  to  be  the  net 
permanent  addition  to  the  cavalry  and  to- 
the  field  artillery  for  over  sea  service.  I 
confess  that,  for  ray  own  part,  I  strongly 
lielieve  that  the  niceties  of  arrangement, 
in  time  of  peace  of  the  relative  proportion 
of  arms  is  an  unsound  policy  to  follow. 
Taking  all  things  into  consideration,  I 
think  we  shouJd  maintain  our  cavalry 
and  field  artillery  above  all  proportion 
to  the  infantry  in  time  of  peace.  If 
this  war  shows  anything,  it  shows  us 
how    rapidly   infantry  forces  can  be 
created,  and  how   difficult  to  create 
artillery  and  cavaliy.    This  war  shows 
another  thing,  and  it  is  that  we  were 
shamefully  deficient  in  field  artillery  and 
ill  cavalry.    The  very  first  checks  which 
i  our  arms  inflicted  would  have  been  con*- 
j  verted  into  routa  if  we  had  had  the 
cavalry  and  artillery  necessary  to  follow 
them  up,  and  we  are  now  paying  in 
blood  aiid  treasure  for  the  deficiency 
in  these  arms,  which  were  reduced  in 
18^7   on    what  we    were   then  told 
was    the    advice     of     the  military 
authorities.     I    propose    to   ask  my 
hon.  friend  to  ^ve  the  names  of  those 
military  authorities  who  gave  this  advice 


extremely  regret  this  step  ;  I  think  it  is  |  in  1887,  Iwcause  it  is  high  time  that  we 
unfortunate  in  every  way,  but  it  is  doubly  i  should  have  some  understanding  as  to 
unfortunate  in  one  way.    I  should  object  ■  who  the  military  authorities  are.  Those 
to  the  Government  coming  forwartl  with 
any  scheme  of  Arm}'  alteration  or  reform 
to  meet  the  needs  of  our  Empire  under 
circumstances  where  the  discussion  must 
be  confined  purely  and  simply  to  mititary 
questions,  and  exchides  questions  of  broad 


who  advised  the  Minister  for  War 
in  1887  to  reduce  our  field  artillery  are 
practically  responsible  for  the  disasters. 
which  have  happened  in  South  Africa.  I 
mention  this  because  I  think  that,  in  any 
scheme  to  provide  for  the  military  needs- 


policy.    T  object  tn  such  a  course  most !  of  the  Empire,   the  subject  must  be 


strongly.  My  hon.  friend,  whose  ability, 
courtesy  and  tidents  we  all  a<lmirc,  inci- 
dentally threw  in  a  phrase  about  a  certain 
bluewaterschool.  The  necessities  of  Empire 
and  the  conditions  of  Empire  know  no 
school.  This  is  a  broad  question,  a 
question  of  the  number,  quality,  need  and 
extent  necessary  for  home  defence.  The 
natui-e  and  extent  of  home  fortifications 
depend  absolutely  upon  the  naval  policy  of 
the  country  and  the  fulfilment  of  its  naval 
demands.  How  therefore,  can  you,  on  a 
Votosuppoaed  to  be  for  the  prosecution  of  a 
purely  imlitary  war  in  South  Africa,  enter 
upon  or  discuss  the  question  of  home 
defence  1  You  cannot  do  it.  I  confess  I  am 


approached  upon  broad  and  well-defined 
principles,  and  not  by  tinkering  with 
alterations  hero  and  alterations  there. 
Wbat  we  have  to  do  in  dealing  with 
this  ([uestion  is  to  study  history  and  facts. 
The  War  Office  does  not  seem  to  study 
either,  because  it  comes  down  here  and 
talks  about  home  defences  without  having: 
understood  the  principle  upon  which 
home  defence  should  be  undertaken.  As 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the  Member  for 
the  Forest  of  Dean  has  pointed  out^  we 
want  the  supremacy  of  the  sea  and  we 
want  a  mobile  army.  You  must,  of 
course,  have  a  certain  amount  of  force, 
at  home,  but  it  must,  be  associated  as- 
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closely  as  possible  with  tho  mobile  force,  |  to  the  principle  of  passive  defence  thai 


because  by  association  it  will  become  so 
attached  to  it  that  when  the  hour  comes, 
as  has  been  proved  by  this  war,  it  will  join 
it  over  sea ;  when  the  demand  for  a  mili- 
4iary  force  comes  from  over  the  sea,  the 
advantages  of  the  association  will 
be  fully  recognised.  That  is  a  prin- 
ciple which  we  should  bear  steadily  in 
mind.  My  hon.  friend  has  put  in  the 
Jront  of  his  military  programme  passive 
•defence.  I  object  to  that  absolutely  and 
«ntirely,  because  1  think  it  is  a  false 
principle  and  a  dangerous  one.  I  would 
ask  what  is  the  lesson  of  this  war  1  Why, 
it  has  broken  down  every  theory  of  pas- 
sive defence  not  only  in  this  country  but 
throughout  the  Empire.  Up  to  the  out- 
^break   of  this  war   the   whole  of  our 

■colonies  were  following  uur  example,  and  „  ,.  ..  - 

were  relying  upon  passive  defence. !  Secreta^  for  AVar,  in  the  intOTBStang 
This  war,  however,  has  shown  us  all  the  i  spe^f,^  3««t  delivered,   did  not 

.absolutefutiUty  of  passive  defence.  This  dwell  exactly  upon  the  subject  which 


to  an  active  and  mobile  force.  I  shall 
be  extremely  glad  if  that  is  an  incorrect 
view.  I  hope  that  my  hon.  friend  when 
he  replies  will  make  it  perfectly  plain  that 
the  policy  of  this  country  is  a  policy  of 
reliance  upon  our  Fleet  for  the  security 
of  all  our  dominions,  and  that  the 
great  military  requirement  to  l>e  met 
in  the  interests  of  oui-  Empire  is  the 
establishment  of  a  mobile  army  adapted 
entirely  to  our  own  needs,  and  iiot  blindly 
following  the  example  of  Continental 
countries  whoso  position  is  unlike  oiir 
own. 

Mk.  BUCHANAN  (AlwrdeenshircE.): 
I  think  we  are  somewhat  at  a  disadvantage 
this  discusffloii,  because  the  Under 
for  War,  in  the 


m 


has  been  brought  home  to  every  colony, 
And  for  common  safety  they  have  had  to 
break  through  all  the  self-imposed  ties  of ,  , 

[passive  defence,  and  they  have  volunteered  •  ^^^s?*  can-y»>g  on  the  debate  on 

tosend  their  money  and  their  men  where- ;  «  ^V^^  7^  ^^"^  preventing 


of  us  anticipated  he  would  deal 
We  were  told  last  week  over  and 
over  again,  both  inside  and  outside  of  this 


many 
with. 


ley  ami 

•ever  our  Empire  is  attacked.    I  want  to  | 
know  when  the  people  of  our  Colonies  I 
read  m^  hon.  friend's  speech  what  will ' 
they  think  ?    Why  they  will  sec  that  the  ; 
War  Office  is  in  the  same  old  rut  as  it  ' 
was  in  1870-71.    They  will  see  that  the 
Glovemment  are  not  approaching  this ' 
■question  from  a  broad  principleof  Imperial  ; 
■consolidation,  but  arc  simply  tinkering  ! 
with  it  here  and  there.     They  have  . 
admitted  that  the  principle  of  passive  j 
defence  is  wrong.  To-morrow  the  people 
all  over  the  Empire  will  read  that  uie 
War  Office  and  the  Government  of  this 
country  attach  the  first  importance  to 
passive  defence. 

Mr.  A\^'DHAM  :  I  think  the  hon. 
Member  must  be  in  error,  or  I  must  have 
expressed  myself  with  great  obscurity.  I 
pointed  out  that  under  the  defensive 
scheme  we  looked  to  the  Auxiliary  forces 
for  that  form  of  defence.  I  clearly  de- 
fined that  in  the  future  we  should  look  to 
them  to  take  part  in  a  more  active  form 
of  defence. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB  :  I  am  extremely 
glad  of  those  words  from  my  hon.  friend, 
but  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  all  over 
the  Empire  the  general  effect  of  his  speech 
-will  be  that  he  attaches  more  importance 
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the  country  from  knowing  what  the 
(xovemment  were  going  to  do  with  r^rd 
to  the  prosecution  of  the  war  in  South 
Africa.      That  was  continually  being 
dinned  into  our  ears,  and  now,  when  the 
opportunity  comes  round,  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man makes  a  very  able  and  interesting 
speech,  but  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  it  be  never  mentions  South  Africa. 
With  regard  to  the  subject  matter  dealt 
with  by  the  hon.  Gentleman,  I  cannot 
speak  with  the  same  knowledge  as  my 
!  hon.  and  gallant  friend  who  has  just  sat 
j  down.     But  I  have  h'stened  wi^  great 
I  attention  to  the  speech  of  the  non. 
l  Gentleman,  and  from  a  purely  outside 
'  point  of  view  I  have  drawn  one  or  two 
I  general  conclusions.    I  should  like  to  ask 
1  him  what  is  the  number  of  men  under  his 
I  new  scheme  that  he  proposes  to  add  to 
{ the  permanent  establishment  of  the  Array. 
I  gather  that  there  will  be  twelve  or 
fifteen  battalions  of  infantry,  but  I  could 
not  make  out  the  number  of  cavalry,  and 
there  will  also  be  forty-three  batteries  of 
artillery. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  We  propose  to 
raise  fifteen  battalions  of  infantry;  but 
the  House  has  already  voted  three,  and 
we  are  now  asking  the  Gonunittee  to  vote 
another  twelve. 
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Mr.  BUCHANAN:  I   think  it  is 
•desirable  for  the  general  information  of 
hoQ.  Members  of  this  House  that  we 
should  have  it  clearly  stated  what  is  the 
net  amount  of  the  permanent  addition  to 
the  armed  forces  of  this  country.  Then 
■again,  from   beginning   to  end   of  his 
-speech,  the  hon.  Member  did  not  say  a 
single  word  about  pounds,  shillings,  and 
pence.     What  is  all  this  to  coat  1  We 
want  to  get  an  idea  of  the  cost  of  this 
permanent  addition  to  the  Regular  Army, 
-and  what  it  will  add  to  the  Estimates  of 
the  year,  supposing  this  scheme  is  carried 
out.    He  told  us  in  the  course  of  his 
■speech  that  the  Army  Estimates  last  year 
amounted  to  £20,750,000,  but  the  hon. 
Gentleman  knows  that  the  military  ex- 
penditure of  the  country  was  considerably 
more  than  that.    There  was  £1,000,000 
upon    the    Colonial  Office  Vote,  and 
£1,750,000  under  the  Military  Works 
Loan  Act.    I  think  it  would  be  very  use- 
ful if  the  hon.  Member  was  able  to  state 
the  permanent  increase  in  the  forces  of 
Ihe  country,  and  the  amount  of  increase 
in  the  permanent  expenditure.    There  is 
one  other  point  I  wish   to   make.  I 
Jiay  with  all  submission  that  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  Hon.   Gentleman's  speech 
would  have  been  lietter  delivered  upon 
the  introduction  of  the  Army  Estimates. 
He  has  already  told  us  that  in  this 
Estimate  out  of  £13,000,000  there  is  only 
£420,000  for  purposes  which  he  explained 
lo  us  in  his  speech.    I  think  it  would 
have  been  more  to  the  convenience  of  the 
House  and  the  regulation  of  business  if 
this  scheme  had  been  set  forth  upon  the 
introduction  of    the  Army  Estimates. 
Will  the  hon.  Gentleman  tell  us  when  the 
Army  Elstimates  are  to  be  introduced — 
whether  they  will  be  introduced  at  an 
early  date,  and  whether  in  the  memoran- 
dum he  will  see  that  there  is  set  forth  a 
complete  description  of  the  scheme  which 
he  has  laid  before  the  House  this  evening, 
and  then  we  shall  be  able  to  judge  better 
of  the  details.   I  should  like  to  r^er  to 
the  other  part  of  his  speech  relating  to 
the  Estimate  now  before  us,  and  I  ask 
him  to  give  us  some  further  information 
AS  to  what  we  are  voting  this  evening. 
It  will  bo  within  the  recollection  of  the 
House  that  last  October,  when  we  passed 
a  similar  Vote,  the  hon.  Gentleman,  in  a 
very  interesting  speech,  explained  to  us 
with  considerable  detail  the   way  in 
which  the  35,000  men  were  made  up,  and 
he  gave  us  a  number  of  details  with 
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regard  to  the  items  in  the  Vote.  I  should 
like  to  hear  from  him  something  of  the 
same  sort  this  evening. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  gave  the  figures 
several  times  during  the  course  w  last 
week. 

Mr.  BUCHANA]^  :  I  cannot  quite 
make  out  these  numbers.  Are  these  men 
included  in  the  120,000  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  Of  course  they 
would  embrace  the  portion  of  the  Reserve 
not  sent  out. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  Last  October  the 
35,000  men  included  21,000  Reserves. 
Does  this  include  the  whole  of  them  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Yes,  the  whole  of 
them. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN :  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man gave  us  an  estimate  then,  and  I  think 
I  it  would  l>e  convenient  if  he  also  gave  us 
I  one  on  this  occasion.  I  should  like  to 
I  know  if  that  35,000  includes  those  in 
Natal  and  also  the  native  Indian  troop.s 
moved  to  the  Mauritius.  With  regard 
to  the  colonial  forces  in  South  Africa 
does  that  26,000  men  include  all  sorts  of 
colonial  forces  serving  now  ?  I  am  afraid 
that  I  do  not  make  my  question  quite 
plain,  but  I  have  no  doubt  the  hon. 
Gentleman  will  be  able  to  explain  what 
troops  are  included  in  this  1 20,000. 
But  besides  this  120,000  men  he 
has  got  another  14,000  men  to  play 
with,  and  we  should  like  to  know  whether 
he  has  raised  these  men,  or  whether  he 
proposes  to  raise  them  during  the  present 
financial  year.  I  think  the  Committee 
would  like  some  information  from  the 
hon.  Gentleman  as  to  what  the  Govern- 
ment have  been  doing,  are  doing,  and  are 
goin^  to  do  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  m  South  Africa.  What  troops  have 
they  been  sending  out,  are  sending  out, 
and  are  going  to  send  out  t  In  his  speech 
the  hon.  gentleman  stopped  his  narrative 
on  the  1 7th  of  December,  and  from  that 
date  he  did  not  give  us  any  particulars  as 
to  the  course  which  the  Government  pro- 
pose to  take.  As  we  are  asked  here  to 
vote  £13,000,000,  we  ought  to  have  some 
information  from  the  responsible  Minister 
in  this  House  as  to  what  they  propose  to 
do  with  it.   I  do  not  want  to  say  any- 
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thing  about  the  war  ;  but  everyone  will 
agree  that,  although  it  has  denuded  our 
defensiTe  forces,  this  danger  will  be 
diminished  if  the  war  is  qui^y  brought 
to  an  end  and  prosecuted  with  vigour ;  and 
the  more  overpowering  the  numbers  of  our 
troops  are  in  South  Africa  the  more 
quickly  will  the  war  be  brought  to  an  end. 
We  want  to  get  from  the  hon.  Grentle- 
man  some  particulars  upon  this  subject, 
and  the  public  will  be  very  much  dis- 
appointed to-morrow  morning  if  he  does 
not  give  these  particulars.  We  should 
like  some  further  particulars  about  this 
^613,000,000,  but  perhaps  I  had  better 
postpone  my  quesbon  upon  this  subject 
until  we  come  to  that  Vote.  If 
£10,000,000  was  to  be  the  complete 
Estimate  for  the  forecast  of  the  war  on 
the  lOtb  of  October  last,  I  cannot*  under- 
stand for  the  life  of  me  how  £13,000,000 
is  likely  to  be  enough  up  to  the  Slst  of 
March,  in  view  of  the  largely  increased 
forces  in  South  Africa.  ; 

i 

•Colonel  SANDYS  (Lancashire,  | 
Bootle)  :  Before  making  my  few  remarks  ; 
I  wish  to  compliment  the  Under  Secre- : 
tary  for  War  upon  the  very  excellent  { 
statement  he  has  made  to  us  with  regard  i 
to  the  Govenimont  proposals  for  homo  ! 
defence.  I  do  not  for  a  moment,  how- 
ever, suppose  that  those  measures  will  be 
entirely  satisfactory  to  the  country, 
although  I  regard  them  as  an  instalment 
in  the  direction  so  much  desired.  It  will 
be  within  the  recollection  of  the  House 
that  in  the  autumn  of  last  year  a  vote 
was  taken  for  a  sum  of  £10,000,000,  and 
then  it  was  supposed  that  a  force  of 
75,000  men  would  be  adequate  for  dealing 
with  the  military  situation  then  before  us. 
But  what  is  that  situation  now  t 
We  are  confronted  with  a  force 
supposed  to  be  aliout  150,000 
men,  armed  with  the  best  arms  in 
Europe,  commanded  by  able  strategists 
from  Russia,  France,  and  Belgium,  besides 
Transvaal  officers,  and  a  large  force  of 
German  artillerists  who  are  occupying 
positions  which  have  proved  hitherto 
practically  impregnable.  It  goes  without 
saying  that  in  the  face  of  these  facts  the 
number  of  men  and  the  amount  of  money 
supposed  at  first  to  be  sufficient  must  now 
be  very  largely  »  supplemented.  Hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  of  the  House, 
in  [speaking  upon  this  question,  have,  in 
some  cases,  stated  that  the  requirements 
have  been  over-estimated  ;  in  point  of 


fact  they  indicate,  to  some  extent,  that 
the  sum  asked  for  was  excessive.  The 
opinion,  however,  which  I  have  formed 
from  those  with  whom  I  have  been  in 
consultation  in  various  parts  of  the 
country  is  that  the  people  do  not  care 
what  sum  of  money  the  Government  ask 
for,  but  they  do  ask  that  there  should 
be  provided  an  adequate  force  in  the 
country  to  defend  our  interests  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  I  therefore  welcome 
the  statement  made  by  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  in  which  ho  proposes  to  put  the 
forces  at  home  in  a  condition  adequate  for 
home  defence.  There  were  objections  made 
by  the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  M^bn- 
for  the  Forest  of  Dean,  and  my  hon.  and 
gallant  friend  below  me,  who  said  that 
they  thought  the  policy  of  passive  defence 
was  a  wrong  conchision.  I  luiderstood 
the  hon.  Grentleman  the  Under  Secretar}' 
of  State  for  War  in  his  speech  to  indicat^e 
that  we  had  a  force  of  .328,000  men 
of  all  arms  in  the  Auxiliary  forces  al 
home,  and  that  in  addition  to  this 
we  had  a  force  of  109,000  RegiUar 
soldiers  in  the  countrj-  at  the  present 
time  available  for  home  defence,  making 
a  total  force  of  437,000  men.  T  do  not 
moan  to  say  that  they  are  organised  into 
fighting  units.  They  are  not  yet  told  off 
into  Brigades,  Divisions,  or  Army  Corps, 
but  I  welcome  the  statement  of  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  Iwcause  it 
shows  that  the  (Tovcrnment  have  to 
some  extent  realised  the  position  of 
affairs.  They  have  so  far  gra^iped 
the  situation  as  to  enable  us,  in  case  of 
foreign  complications,  to  have  an  array 
here  at  home  in,  it  is  hoped,  a  reasonable 
time,  which  will  be  reliaUe  for  home 
defence.  It  will,  in  addition  to  forces  for 
the  defence  of  stnitegic  points,  give  us  a 
mobile  force  that  we  ean  move  from  time 
to  time  to  where  it  is  requinxl,  and  ona' 
hai'ing  got  this  mobile  force  under  arms 
and  under  canvas,  we  may  say  that  wv 
have  Iwgun  to  meet  the  danger  of  foreign 
interference.  There  were,  however,  out- 
or  two  points  in  the  speech  of  my  hoiu 
friend  that  met  less  with  my  approbation. 
One  was  the  action  of  the  Government  in 
deciding  that  there  is  to  be  no  com|mlsory 
military  service  at  present;  and  I 
>«;g  to  add  my  expression  of  regret  to 
that  of  the  hon.  Members  who  have 
addressed  the  House  this  evening,  and 
who  in  some  form  or  other  have  deplored 
the  decision  that  there  is  to  be  no  corn- 
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pulaory  military  service.  I  consider,  Sir, 
that  whatever  measures  we  take  at  the 
present  time  to  meet  the  exigencies  of 
the  moment^  the  question  of  the  adoption 
of  compulsorj  service  in  the  Army  of  this 
country  is  only  a  question  of  time.  We 
shall  have  to  choose  between  some  form 
of  compulsory  service  and  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  a  foreign  enemy.  We  shall  have 
to  choose  one  or  other  of  the  horns  of 
this  dilemma.  This  is  not  merely  my 
opinion,  but  that  of  the  highest  military 
critics  on  the  Continent,  who  have  pre- 
dicted our  fate  in  the  event  of  our  being 
engaged  in  a  very  serious  war,  unless  we 
adopt  compulsory  service  for  our  Army  in 
some  shape  or  way  beforehand.  Well,  Sir, 
n'e  are  at  present  engaged  in  a  very 
serious  war,  one  which  will  tax 
our  military  resources  to  the  utter- 
most, fighting,  as  we  are  doing,  an 
enemy  6,000  miles  away  from  home. 
But  it  would  be  a  very  diiferent  thing  fight- 
ing a  first-class  Power,  or  a  combination 
of  two  first-class  foreign  Powers  in 
Europe,  where,  in  case  of  defeat,  it  would 
mean  the  invasion  of  this  country  and 
its  occupation  by  a  foreign  army, 
and  the  payment  ot  a  fine — a  humiliation 
compared  with  which  a  little  mild  com- 
pulsory military  service  would  be  as 
nothing.  I  would  remind  the  House 
that  compulsory  service  in  the  Militia 
Force  is  the  constitutional  law  of 
this  country  at  the  present  time.  No 
man,  under  the  British  Constitution, 
can  be  compelled  to  serve  in  the  Army ; 
but  every  man  between  the  ages  of  18 
and  40  is  by  the  law  of  England  subject 
to  serve  in  the  Militia,  that  is 
to  say,  if  the  Militia  Ballot  Act 
were  put  into  force.  Just  now, 
the  Act  is  hung  up ;  but  it  can  be 
brought  into  efiective  operation  by  a 
resolution  in  this  House  any  evening; 
and,  then  ipm  facto,  every  man  between 
those  ages  would  be  liable  to  serve. 
This  form  of  compulsory  service  has 
existed  in  England  from  the  time  of  King 
Alfred  to  the  present  day.  I  do  not 
say  that  the  force  we  are  to  have 
may  not  be  adequate  to  our  needs.  The 
Government  is  going  to  try  an  experiment, 
and  if  it  does  not  succeed,  we  can  then 
fall  back  upon  the  Militia  Ballot  Act. 
Another  point  that  I  take  exception  to  is 
that  the  twelve  new  Line  battauons  to  be 
raised  are  to  form  part  of  a  scheme  for 
increasing  the  number  of  battalions 
of   certain  regiments  to  four.  Well, 
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that  I  regard  as  a  continuance  of  the 
pernicious  system  of  linked  battalions— 
that  bad  system  of  Lord  Cardwell's  which 
has  ruined  the  British  Army,  and  has 
entirely  broken  down  now,  under  the 
strain  of  this  present  war,  so  far  as  the 
linked  battalions  are  concerned.  It  is 
impossible  that  there  should  be  continual 
changing  of  officers  from  one  battalion  to 
another  without  loss  of  efficiency.  The 
only  advantage  of  the  four  l^ttalioii 
regiment  is  that  the  officers  can  exchange 
from  one  battalion  to  another  without 
losing  their  place  in  the  regiment ;  and  I 
may  remind  the  House  that  an  officer 
who  exchanges  has  to  go  to  the  bottom 
of  the  cadre  when  he  goes  from  one 
regiment  to  another.  What  we  want 
to  get  is  a  true  connection  between 
officers  and  men,  so  that  they  become 
known  to  each  other,  and  this  object 
is  to  a  considerable  extenc  frustrated 
by  the  continual  changing  of  officers 
from  one  battalion  to  another,  even 
in  the  same  regiment.  Therefore,  I 
say,  let  the  officers  serve  their  whole 
period  as  far  as  is  possible  in  the  battalion 
to  flj^ich  they  belong.  The  four-battalion 
regiment  is  faulty  as  a  military  institu- 
tion and  ought  to  be  abolished.  We 
have  now  a  splendid  opportunity  of 
putting  our  offensive  and  defensive  forces 
into  a  condition  commensurate  with  the 
military  needs  of  the  country.  We  may 
never  have  such  an  opportunity  presented 
to  us  d^m.  Taking  all  things  into  con- 
sideration, I  regard  the  war  in  South 
Africa  as  a  providential  opportunity  for 
preparing  the  means  of  saving  the  country 
from  future  disaster.  [Cries  from  Irish 
benches  of  "Oh,  oh!**]    That  is  the 

X'nion  which  I  hold,  and  we  cannot  be  too 
mkful  that  this  opportunity  has  come 
to  us  now  in  time  to  show  the  country  its 
military  weakness,  and  to  make  us  alive 
to  the  necessity  for  placing  our  military 
forces  on  a  footing  commensurate  with 
the  needs  of  the  country.  The  next  time 
we  are  faced  with  a  crisis  like  this  it 
might  be  in  a  war  with  a  European 
Power,  and  we  should  then  have  neither 
the  time  nor  the  opportunity  to  set  our 
house  in  order  before  we  were  committed 
to  a  ^^t  for  our  very  existence  which 
we  can  now  prepare  for,  as  we  have  a 
breathing  time  given  to  us  for  it^  but  if 
we  n^lect  the  present  o^ortunity  we 
have  only  ourselves  to  o&me  for  the 
inevitable  consequences  of  our  neglect  of 
military  foresight  and  preparations. 
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Mr.  ALLAN  (Gateshead)  said  that  \ 
M'hile  he  was  bound  to  criticise  the  Govern- 
ment's ktest  proposals  he  must  congratu- 
late the  hon.    Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  his  speech 
that  night.    At  the  same  time  he  was  ' 
bound  to  say  that  while  he  listened  , 
to  that  speech  he  felt  grievously  dis- 
appointed.   He  had  heard  no  elucidation  I 
■of  the  mystery  of  what  was  going  to  be  | 
■done  in  South  Africa,  and  for  what  pur- 
pose the  £13,000,000  was  required.     It  < 
was  stated  that  £420,000  of  this  money  : 
was  to  l>e  spent  in  home  defence.  Well, 
lie  looked  upon  that  as  a  mere  liagatelle  ; 
but  he  was  left  in  utter  ignorance  as  to  1 
what  was  to  be  done  with  the  balance. 
He  further  directed  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  certain  facts  in  regard  to  ; 
the  expenditure  of  this  money,  which  he 
did  not  think  was  fully  accounted  for. 
He  wished  to  know  from  the  Under  | 
Seeretai^  of  State  for  War  why  it  was 
that  this  great  Empire — voting  between 
£21,000,000  and  £22,000,000  per  annum  , 
for  military  purposes — was  brought  face 
to  face  with  the  stress  and  strain  we  Vere  j 
now  experiencing  in  South  Africa.    Why  '■ 
was  it  that  Great  Britain  was  compelled  , 
to  go  down  on  her  knees  and  l)e  driven  to 
buy  guns — not  directly,  but  through  an  , 
Italian  agent — ^in  France  %   Why  was  it 
that  we  were  compelled  to  buy  shrapnel 
and   shell   from  Germany  1    How  was  ^ 
it    that    we    had    been  compelled' 
to  seek  aid  from  countries  wit^  which  ' 
at  no  distant  date  we  might  be  at  war  ? 
He  wanted  to  know  what  we  were  getting 
for  our  twenty-one  millioiis.    He  asked 
what  they  were  doing  at  Woolwich  in 
the  Arsenal,  and  why  they  were  now  ^ 
calling  in  all  the  ammunition  from  the  ' 
Volunteer  depots.    Could  it  bo  possible 
that  we  had  not  enough  ammunition  to 
■carry  on  this  war  1    Ho  could  remember  ■ 
a  Government  being  turned  out  of  office 
for  a  deficiency  in  the  store  of  cordite, 
yet  here  they  were  now,  in  the  first  few 
months  of  a  serious  campaign,  obliged  to 
send  to  France  to  buy  guns  through  an 
Italian  agent,  and  to  Germany  for  shell ' 
and  shrapnel.    He  naturally  asked  under 
such  circumstances  how  the  £13,000,000 
was  to  be  spent.    The  speech  of  the  hon. 
Gentleman  told  them  nothing  on  that 
hoad.    Then,  again,  as  to  the  question  of 
quiclc-firing  ^nns  they  were  told  last  year 
that  the  military  authorities  had  con- 
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eluded  a  series  of  experiments  with  these 
guns.  He  objected  to  them  at  the  time 
as  a  waste  of  public  money.  Well,  what 
was  ■  our  position  to-day  1  We  were 
obliged  to  ouy  elsewhere,  for  we  had 
no  quick-firing  piece  fit  to  cojw  with  the 
arms  of  the  enemy  in  South 
Africa.  Where  were  the  nlillion^ 
going  1  Let  the  House  ask  the  mori- 
bund lot  in  Pfdl  Mall.  [Laughtcr.'i 
This  was  no  laughing  matter.  Our 
country  was  going  through  a  grave 
crisis.  England  had  never  received  such 
a  humiliation  as  she  had  received 
in  South  Africa  since  the  battle  li 
Bannockburn.  [Laughter.]  Neverthelo*i 
it  was  absolutely  true.  It  was  a  historical 
fact.  Now,  the  money  had  tieen 
voted.  Where,  then,  was  our  ammuni- 
tion ?  Where  was  our  artiller}-  * 
Practically  all  the  guns  we  possessed 
were  muzzle-loaders.  ["  Oh  I  "J  Thev 
were  not  quick-firers.  We  were  only 
making  them  now.  Again,  as  to  the 
question  of  home  defence,  the  kon. 
Member  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  said  £420,000  was  required  for 
that  purpose.  Why  were  the  battcrie* 
around  our  coasts  equipped  only  with 
muzzle-loadere  1  Yet  in  face  of  facta  like 
these,  it  was  only  proposed  to  spend 
£420,000  on  home  defence.  No  doubi. 
at  the  end  of  March  another  forU*  or 
fifty  millions  would  be  asked  for.  Turn- 
ing next  to  the  subject  of  the  Volunteen, 
the  hon.  Member  said  he  happened  to  be 
an  old  Volunteer  himself,  and  he  declared 
to  the  House  that  in  his  opinion  the 
treatment  of  the  Volunteers  of  thi* 
country  had  been  shabby  in  the  extreme. 
They  had  no  rifle  ranges  to  resort  I« 
except  those  at  a  great  distance.  No 
wonder  there  was  difficulty  in  getting 
men  to  join.  Why  was  it  1  We  mtiA 
look  again  for  answer  to  the  War  Offi.'* 
— to  the  gentry  in  Pall  Malt,  where  they 
had  no  idea  whatever  of  encouraging  the 
citizen  soldier  to  practise  the  art  oi 
defending  his  own  country  in  the  hour  of 
need. 

Major  BASCH  (Essex,  S.E.) :  I  am 
entirely  in  agreement  with  the  remarks 
of  the  hon.  Member  for  Gateshead  mi  tbr 
subject  of  our  field  guns  in  South  Africa : 
everybody  knows  that  they  are  not 
quick-firing  guns,  such  as  are  used  in 
France  and  Germany.   Our  guns  &n 
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about  four  shots  a  minute,  whereas  the 
^uns  in  Germany  will  fire  from  ten  to 
fifteen  shots  per  minute.    I  would  like  to 
say,  Sir,  that  it  is  rather  di£5ciiit  to  be  in 
Agreement  with  the  speech  of  the  right 
hon.  Member  the  Leader  of  the  Opposi- 
tion, who  holds  a  brief  for  the  War 
Office,  as  light  hon.  Gentlemen  in  his 
position  always  do.    The  right  hon.  Gen- 
tleman said  he  was  not  in  accord  with  the 
suggestion  made  as  to  conscription.  The 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  has 
•aid  nothing  about  conscription.    But  I 
do  believe  that  this  country  will  be 
obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  ballot  for 
the  Militia,  if  we  do  not  have  some  other 
form  of  compulsion.    Of  this  I  am  certain, 
that  unless  we  feed  and  clothe  our  Army 
better  and  find  the  men  some  employ- 
'ment  after  they  have  left  thd  ser\'ice,  and 
^ve  them  some  hope  of  promotion  from 
the  ranks,  there  will  have  to  be  some 
sort  of  compulsory  ser^ncft  if  we  do 
not   have  conscription.    Although  the 
speech  of  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
ior  War  was  extremely  instructive,  it  did 
not  convince  me.    It  appeared  to  me  to 
be  a  speech  which  this  House  has  .heard 
sev  eral  times  before ;  and  the  scheme  it 
foreshadowed  was  extremely  like  that 
introducedby  Mr.  Cardwellinl876.  The 
Iton.  Gentleman  told  us  that  there  are 
109,000  Regular  troops  in  this  country 
At  the  present  moment ;  but  surely  the 
hon.  Gkntleman  knows  that  the  Kegulars 
in  this  country  now  are  immature  and  In- 
efficient, otherwise  they  would  be  out  in 
South  Africa  and  not  at  home.  They 
have  no  regimental   organisation ;  and 
there  are  practically  no  batteries,  although 
they  have  a  certain  number  of  guns. 
Now  what  does  the  hon.  Gentleman  say 
as  to  the  Militia  1    He  proposes  to  give 
them  transport  and  extra  pay,  and  if  the 
hon.  GenUeman  knew  the  Militia  as  I 
have  had  an  opportunity  of  knowing 
them  for  the  last  half  dozen  years  he 
would  acknowledge  that  these  suggestions 
have  not  come  too  soon.    A  considerable 
proportion  of  their  battalions  is  made  up 
of  recruits  who  are  not  available  for  ser- 
vice, and  they  do  not  anything  like  repre- 
sent the  numbers  as  they  appear  in 
the  Aimy  List.    As   to    the  Volun- 
teers,   it   is   about   time    that  their 
Artillery  should  be  equipped  with  new 
gaa^    The  40-peunders  they  have  now 
are  practically  useless.    I  should  also 
favour  the  capitation   increase ;  but  I 
thwik  it  would  he  more  simple  if  the  men 


received,  say,  6d.  an  hour  while  at  drill 
or  on  duty.  Personally,  I  do  not  see  much 
use  in  enlisting  large  masses  of  undisci- 
plined men.  What  is  the  use  of  doing 
that,  if  you  have  not  the  necessary  ranges  ? 
What  you  want,  of  course,  is  a  disposable 
army  corps,  composed  of  forces  which  are 
capable  of  offence,  which  is  pnwtically 
the  vital  principle  of  defence.  When 
Kruger  sent  his  ultimatum  there  were  no 
troops  in  the  country  which  we  could  send 
out  at  once  ;  whereas  if  we  had  had  a  dis- 
posable army  corps  at  Aldershot  four 
months  ago  we  would  not  now  be  seeing 
General  White  fighting  with  his  liack  to 
the  wall  at  Ladysmith.  I  also  think  that 
the  proposal  to  ^ow  old  soldiers  to  re- 
engage is  a  good  one,  and  that  ofiicers  in 
the  Reserve  should  have  a  chance  of 
serving  in  the  Regular  forces.  As  to  the 
Yeomanry,  I  have  never  been  an  enthu- 
siastic admirer  of  that  branch  of  the 
service,  although  I  am  bound  to  say  that 
I  admire  very  much  the  way  in  which  the 
Yeomanry  haxe  come  to  the  front  during 
the  last  few  months.  I  beHeve  if  the 
War  Office  took  them  in  hand  and  turned 
them  from  cavalry  into  mounted  infantry 
they  would  regain  the  reputation  for 
utility  which  in  recent  years  has  been 
denied  to  them. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE  (Northampton) : 
Mr.  Lowther,  since  I  have  had  the  honour 
of  being  a  Member  of  this  House,  and  no 
matter  who  has  been  the  Wai-  Minister 
for  the  time  being,  I  have  always  noticed 
that  the  colonels  who  sit  in  this  House 
criticise  the  military  proposals  as  those  of 
a  set  of  imbeciles  and  incompetent  men. 
Now,  my  hon.  friend  the  Memlwr  for 
Gateshead  wants  to  know  what  the 
money  is  to  be  spent  for.  If  mv  hon. 
friend  had  taken  the  trouble  to  look  at 
the  ^timate  he  would  have  seen  for  him- 
self. As  far  as  I  am  able  to  read  it,  the 
£13,000,000,  with  the  exception  of  the 
£420,000  to  be  spent  on  home  defence,  is 
to  be  spent  on  the  war  up  to  March  of 
the  present  year.  Well,  Sir,  a  pei-son 
may  consider  this  war  absolutely  unneces- 
sary and  absolutely  unjust ;  he  may 
consider  that  the  objects  aimed  at  are  un- 
desirable in  the  interests  of  the  country ; 
but  that  does  not  alter  the  fact  that  the 
war  does  exist,  and  that  this  Vote  is 
practically  fw  money  eiqtended.  If  we 
choose  to  send  rneii  out  to  Africa,  we  are 
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hound  in  honour  not  to  deprive 
them  of  the  money  we  have  engaged 
to  pay  them.  Under  theae  circum- 
stances, although  I  have  my  own 
view  in  regard  to  the  war,  I  do  not  object 
to  this  Vote.  Moreover,  I  do  not  object, 
when  we  are  at  war,  and  have  denuded 
the  country  of  nearly  all  our  troops,  to 
provide  for  the  defence  of  the  country  in 
case  of  attack  by  some  foreign  Power.  But 
what  I  do  object  to  in  the  speech  of  the 
hou.  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  is  that  he  has  grafted  on 
to  his  demands  for  the  present  emergency 
a  scheme  for  the  permanent  increase  of 
the  Army.  I  could  not  follow  the  hon. 
Gentleman  in  all  the  details  of  his  scheme, 
but  his  figures  seemed  to  show  a  plan  for 
taking  troops  from  one  force  and  adding 
them  to  another.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  hon.  Gentleman  did  say  that  there 
was  to  be  a  permanent  increase  of  our 
soldiers  by  something  like  32,000  men 
per  annum. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  said  the  present 
proposal  was  for  an  increase  of  32,000 
men,  bat  I  also  certainly  said  that  when 
the  army  came  back  from  South  Africa 
their  services  would  not  be  required,  and 
the  Army  would  be  reduced  to  the  peace 
establishment. 

Mr.  LABOUCHEKE:  WeU,  we  ought 
to  know  definitely  what  the  Government 
scheme  is,  and  by  how  many  men  the 
Army  is  to  be  increased.  I  take  it  that 
the  increase  will  be  not  less  than  20,000 
men.  Although  I  say  that  we  ought  to 
I>e  ready  to  grant  this  Vote  for  the 
money  which  has  been  already  spent, 
it  mtist  not  be  taken  that  we  assent  to  a 
permanent  increase  in  the  Army  ;  and  I 
do  not  see  how  far  the  hon.  Gentleman 
was  entitled  to  engraft  on  the  Vote  of 
money  for  the  present  emergency  a 
scheme  for  the  permanent  iticreaso  of  the 
Army.  I  have  followed  this  question  for 
a  considerable  number  of  years.  I 
remember  the  time  of  the  establishment 
of  the  Volunteers.  We  were  told  then 
what  an  excellent  thing  that  was,  and 
that  it  would  not  be  necessary  to  increase 
-  the  Army.  Then  we  were  told,  when  we 
were  asked  to  vote  a  large  number  of 
additional  ships  for  the  fleet,  that  we 
would  not  have  to  be  asked  for  an  in- 
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creased  Vote  for  the  Army ;  but  ever  since 
then  the  numbers  and  the  cost  oil  the 
Army  have  gone  up  by  leaps  and  bounds. 
The  idea  was  that  we  ought  to  hare 
troops  for  the  defence  of  this  country  and 
for  Hie  defence  of  our  garrisons  abroad, 
and  40,000  or  50,000  men  to  send  to  a 
foreign  country  in  the  event  of  war.  The 
War  Minister  himself  has  said  that  we 
cannot  expect  to  cope  with  the  great 
Continental  armies,  or  dream  of  b«itig 
able  to  send  an  army  abroad  sufficient  tfr 
fight  the  army  of  France  or  of  Germany ; 
but  at  the  present  moment  you  have 
sent  an  army  of  150,000  to  South  Africa. 
Are  we  to  consider  that  our  normal  mili- 
tary establishment  should  be  such  that  we 
shall  be  able  to  send  abroad  an  army  fi 
150,000  men,  and  yet  have  a  sufficient 
army  at  home  to  defend  the  country  !  I 
hope  occasions  like  the  present  will  never 
occur  again  ;  but  if  you  adopt  that  poOcy, 
it  is  very  obvious  that  we  must  nave  a 
perpetual  inorease  to  our  Army  and  Navy. 
Now  I  am  opposed  to  that  policy.  The 
Under  Secretary  for  War  says  he  h^^ies 
that  the  patriotism  of  the  country 
will  enable  him  to  fill  up  the 
ranks.*  I  have  no  doubt  that  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  will  come 
forward  in  defence  of  their  country  if 
it  is  attacked,  but  I  very  much  doubt 
if  you  can  have  such  a  numlwr  of  men  in 
times  of  peace  without  conscription.  E 
gathered  the  other  day  from  an  admirable 
speech  by  Lord  Bosebei^  that  his  Lord- 
ship considers  conscription  will  shortly 
be  necessary,  and  the  hon.  and  gallant 
Grentleman  who  has  just  sat  down  took 
the  same  view^.  We  must  look  all  these 
facts  in  .the  ^e,  and  I  am  perfectly  con- 
vinced that  if  the  present  policy  is  per- 
severed with,  within  one  or  two  years  we 
shall  have  conscription.  I  hope  I  hare 
made  my  position  clear  in  this  matter.  I 
am  not  going  to  oppose  the  Vote,  because 
I  believe  that,  the  money  haWng  beea 
spent,  it  would  be  lAost  improper  that  the 
bill  should  not  be  paid.  But  1  do  protest 
against  the  representative  of  the  War 
(^ce  interpolating  in  a  proposal  for  dw 
payment  of  this  money  a  scheme  for  per- 
manently increasing  the  Army.  It  must 
be  clearly  understood  that  when  that 
scheme  comes  on  for  discussion  on  it« 
merits  we  shall  be  free  to  approve  of  fx'  to 
reject  it  irrespective  of  the  present  Vote- 
There  are  one  or  two  questions  I  would 
venture  to  ask  the  Under  Secretarr  for 
War.    The  hon.  Gentlemui  spc^  <^  the 
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if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  the 
words  "  South  Africa "  did  not  once 
fall  from  my  hon.  Mend's  lips, 
and  no  particulars  of  any  sort  or  kind 
were  given  in  regard  to  the  expenditure 


Volunteers,  and  said  he  was  going  to  in- 
•crease  their  pay  and  the  extent  of  their 
•organisation.  Does  he  intend  to  apply 
that  to  Ireland,  or  to  the  United  Kiii^om 
■alone  1  [Irish  Meubbrs  on  the  Irish 
Benches :  Hear,  hear.]  That  is  a  most .  _ 
important  question,  and  I  am  curious  to  I  South  Africa,  or  on  any  other  item  of 
Icnow  whether  it  is  so  or  not.  The  hon.  ;  the  budget  which  my  hon.  friend  pre- 
Oentleman  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  I  sented  to  the  House.  It  seems  to  me 
professed  the  most  wonderful  contempt  |  that  that  is  rather  a  topsy  turvy  arrange- 
for  money,  as  if  th^  Vote  were  so  many  ^^^^^    j  ^"^ether  I  am  out 

halfpenines:  he  said  that  patriotism  was ,  ,     ,      »  .i-  i  t         .    ■  i 
-everything,  and  that  the  money  would  I     ^i^^-^         I      "'^'^"^  ^^P*''*^'"« 
be    given    freely.      That   is   all  very 
wiell  when  you  talk  of  the  present  war ; 


but  when  we  go  into  a  new  scheme  we 
.should  ask  what  that  scheme  is  to  cost, 
and  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  will  not  tell 
us,  the  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  ought 
to  inform  the  Committee  what  that 
.scheme  is  to  involve.  I  know  that  some 
gentlemen  want  the  English  Constitution 
-cbajiged,  and  declare  that  the  Treasury 
■ought  not  to  control  our  expenditure: 
■but  I  do  not  agree  with  that.  Before 
•we  have  a  scheme  adopted,  we  should 
have  some  notion  as  to  what  it  is  to  cost. 
Another  question  is,  whether  this 
.£13,000,000  we  are  asked  to  vote  uow' 
will  represent  the  total  expenditure  up  to 
the  31st  March,  or  only  a  portion  oi  it  ? 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  total  expendi- 
ture up  to  the  31  St  March ;  but,  of  course, 
i;he  operations  in  which  we  are  engaged 
involve  very  heavy  charges  besides. 

Mr.  LABOUCHERE:  The  hon.  Gen- i 
tleman  distinctly  tells  us  that  it  is  the 
total  expenditure  up  to  31st  March,  exclu- 
sive of  terminal  charges,  by  which  I 
.suppose  he  means  bringing  back  the 
troops.  But  will  the  total  expenditure 
for  the  war  that  is  due  be  covei-ed  by 
this  £13,000,000  ? 

Mr.  WVNDHAM  :  That  is  due. 

♦Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER  (Belfast, 
West) :  We  have  an  estimate  before  iis, 
which  deals  with  many  millions  of  pounds. 
The  Under  Secretary  for  War  has  spoken 
in  great  detail  about  a  portion,  a  very 
insignificant  portion,  of  the  Estimate ; 
but  £10,000,000  of  the  whole  Estimate 
refers  to  the  expenditure  in  connection 
vith  the  war  in  South  Africa,  and, 


from  the  arrangement  of  the  discussion 
which  my  hon.  friend  proposed ;  but,  so 
far  as  I  can  understand,  this  debate  is 
almost  the  only  occasion  on  which  we 
can  raise  the  question,  very  important  to 
many  of  ns,  of  the  expenditure  of  the 
money  included  in  the  major  portion  of 
this  Vote.  When  I  heard  my  hon.  friend 
make  his  speech,  I  did  not  know  whether 
to  laugh  or  cry  ;  to  laugh,  because  there 
is  something  rather  comic  in  the  pro- 
poaids  my  hon.  friend  made  to  the  House. 
I  think  we  must  all  agree  that  the  Under 
Secretary  has  been  'proposing  to  us 
measures  which  are  of  the  nature  of 
emergency  measures,  and  that  if  we  leave 
that  fact  out  of  sight  we  shall  entirely 
misapprehend  the  appeal  he  made  to  the 
House.  I  admit,  then,  that  what  he  pro- 
posed is  an  emergency  measure,  that  it  is 
the  best,  perhaps,  that  can  l^e  done  under 
the  circumstances,  and  that  it  is  our  duty, 
as  patriotic  men,  to  give  credit  to  the 
War  Office  for  their  desire  to  get  us 
through  the  emergency.  But,  after  all, 
we  have  some  sort  of  responsibility  as  in- 
dividual Members  of  Parliament,  and  I 
think  it  is  reasonable  that,  Ijefore  giving 
carte  blnaehe  for  these  emergency  measures, 
we  should  make  some  sort  of  inquiry  into 
the  question  of  whether  these  emergency 
measures  will  satisfy  the  need  that  we 
all  admit  exists.  I  think  I  may  justify  my 
frame  of  mind.  I  said  that  I  felt  half 
inclined  to  laugh  because  I  heard  my  ■ 
friend  get  up  and  propose  point  after 
point  as  essential  for  the  country's  need, 
which  has  been  the  commonplace, 
year  after  year,  of  that  small  number  of 
hon.  Members  who  have  taken  the  views 
I  have  endeavoured  to  expound  in  regard 
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to  the  necessities  of  the  Army.  It  was  i 
laughable  that  my  hon.  friend  should 
have  discovered  at  this,  the  eleventh,  I 
may  almost  say,  the  twelfth  hour,  that  i 
there  was  some  reason,  some  method  in  ' 
our  proposals ;  that  two  and  two  did  make  '. 
four  ;  and  that  the  time  had  at  last  come 
when  it  was  necessary  to  admit  our 
facts.  There  was  a  melancholy  side  to  ■ 
the  proposals  of  the  hon.  Gentleman — a 
very  melancholy  side.  Here  is  an 
expenditure  of  £13,000,000,  which  does 
not  nearly  exhaust  the  total  expenditure, 
on  the  purely  military  preparations  of  the  \ 
country.  Now,  it  is  melancholy  that  we 
should  be  confronted  with  a  demand  of 
this  kind  in  a  war  with  a  small  Power, 
that  we  should  be  told  that  so  inadequate 
were  our  preparations  for  that  war,  with 
all  our  enormous  resources,  that  we  should 
consider  it  a  reasonable  and  fit  thing  for  ' 
the  Under  Secretary  to  come  down  to  the 
House  and  ask  us  for — what  I  am  sure  we 
are  ready  to  give — a  blank  cheque  to 
enable  him  to  discharge  the  very  elemen- 
tary duties  of  the  office  of  which  he  is  , 
so  distinguished  a  member.  We  have  ' 
been  told  that  it  is  absolutely  essential  i 
that  more  batteries  should  be  provided. 
Of  course,  it  is  essential ;  everybody  haa 
said  that  it  was  essential,  for  years  past. 
We  are  told  that  guns  of  position  should 
be  supplied  to  the  Volunteers,  and  that 
these  should  not  be  obsolete,  but  guns  of 
the  moat  modern  description.  We  have 
said  so  for  years.  The  other  day,  I  read 
an  account  of  how  two  nine-pounder  guns 
at  Mafeking  were  found  to  be  outranged 
by  the  ^Etoer  guns  by  2,000  yards. 
These  guns  were  the  guns  of  the  Natal 
Volunteers.  That  is  precisely  analogous 
to  the  armament  we  have  given  to  our 
own  Volunteers.  We  have  never  regarded 
the  Volunteers  seriously.  It  was  the  same 
W^ar  Office  which  comes  down  now  and 
asked  for  the  most  modern  guns  for  the 
Volunteers  which  provid«l  for  our 
excellent  and  well-intentioned  Volunteer 
gimners  the  guns  which  under  the  stress 
of  war  would  fail  as  the  guns  failed  at  the 
siege  of  Mafeking.  We  are  told  that  we 
are  to  have  a  number  of  three  years  men. 
Of  course  we  are,  because  it  has  been 
obvious  any  time  during  the  last  ten  years 
that  that  was  the  only  way  you  can  get 
men  under  the  conditions  of  recruiting, 
so  as  to  make  up  a  large  re8e^^'e.  But 
the  three  years  system  was  at  one  time 
anathema  with  the  War  Office.  There 
is  another  development,  side  by  side  with 
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the  recruiting  of  three  years  men,  we 
are  to  have  the  recruiting  of  long  senrice 
men.  We  have  already  got  back  to 
twelve  years  long  service  men  to  the 
extent  of  S,000,  mit  now,  amiareiitly,  we 
are  to  have  a  full  return  to  long  serrice 
and  pensions.  I  do  not  know  how  these 
changes  have  come  over  the  spirit  of  our 
dream,  but  I  do  know  that  three  year* 
service  men,  long  service  men,  and 
pensioned  men  used  all  alike  to  be 
anathema.  I  want  to  know  whether  it  i» 
reason,  or  the  pressure  of  emeigencr, 
which  has  changed  the  opinion  of  the 
War  Office  in  these  matters.  And  tfaeiw 
in  regard  to  Yeomanry,  I  wu 
astoni^ed  to  find,  for  th«  first 
time,  what  an  extFaordinarily  valiiaUft 
body  the  Yeomuiry  were.  1  remember 
when  a  member  of  the  present  Govern- 
ment said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  kindest 
thing  the  Government  could  do  would  be 
to  disband  the  Yeomanry,  but  bow  we 
are  told,  with  regard  to  this  very  force  s* 
described  by  the  Minister  for  Agriculture, 
that  there  is  no  such  body  in  the  countrj-. 
I  have  had  a  great  deal  of  correspon- 
dence with  officers  of  the  MiUtia,  and 
their  opinion  has  always  been  that  the 
process  apphed  by  the  War  Office  w« 
killing  that  force,  is  destroying  the 
ambition  of  the  officers  and  the  efficiency 
of  the  men.  Year  after  year  officers « 
the  Militia  have  complained  of  the  war 
they  have  been  treatcKl  when  they  applied 
for  some  recognition  of  the  force.  But 
now  we  are  told  that  the  Militia  is  the 
one  force  on  which  we  are  to  depend,  and 
we  are  to  go  round  the  country  gentle- 
men, who  have  been  doing  all  that  in 
them  lay  to  try  and  get  some  recognition 
from  the  Wu*  Office,  begging  them,  to  trf 
if  they  cannot  furbish  up  the  Militia 
in  order  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
M'ar  Office  at  the  present  time.  Only 
last  session  I  was  rebuked  for  saying 
that  £20,000  was  a  ludicrous  vote  for 
ranges  for  the  Volunteers,  but  now  we  are 
told  that  the  one  thing  essential  for  the 
Volunteers  is  the  provision  of  rifle  ranger- 
Cavalry  officers  told  us  again  and  again 
that  we  were  departing  from  the  W 
Continental  mo<kls  in  oiganisii^  oar 
cavfdry  regiments  in  three  squadroiw; 
but  now  we  are  told  that  we  and  they 
were  right,  and  that  the  old  system  is  to 
be  re-established.  These  are  facts..  Now, 
as  to  the  Household  troops.  We  am  toW 
that  they  are  to  be  brought  up  to  their 
proper  strength.    I  do  not  know,  whetbet 
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the  country  is  aware  that  only  one  regi- 
ment of  the  Household  Cavalry  has  been 
made  up  out  of  three  regiments  for  this 
war.  How  is  it  that  the  sound  principle 
has  been  departed  from  that  a  regiment 
should  remain  unbroken  ?  The  reason  is 
that  not  one  ot  the  three  regiments  of 
Household  Cavalry  could  supply  two 
squadrons  from  its  own  composition. 
Tbese  are  all  things  that  I  complained  of 
years  ago,  and  which  are  now  to  be 
remedied,  and  I  want  to  know  why  all 
these  things,  have  changed .  their  aspect 
within  the  short  period  of  three  months, 
and  why  what  was  unreasonable  and 
ridiculous,  amateur,  and  impossible  then 
has  now  become  necessary  1  The  only 
solution  that  I  can  think  of  is  that  the 
War  Othce  have  had  applied  to  these  con- 
tradictions, impossibilities,  and  incom- 
pati  bilities  the  touch  stone  of  war. 
Never,  during  the  last  twenty  years,  has 
the  British  Army  been  organised  by  the 
\\'ar  Office  for  the  purpose  of  going  to 
war,  and  the  moment  you  apply  that 
touchstone  all  these  fads  and  fallacies 
and  preconceived  ideas  which  we  were 
told  were  essential  to  the  system  vanished, 
and  the  stem  realities  prevailed.  And 
now  we  have  my  hon.  uiend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  coming  down  to  the 
House  stating  that  these  very  things 
we  demanded  are  essential  if  we  are 
to  l>e  saved  from  the  difficulties  into 
which  the  War  Office  has  plunged  us. 
1  say  this,  not  from  a  desire  to  em- 
barrass the  Gk>vernment,  but  because  I  do 
think  it  is  necessary  that  the  Conunittee 
and  the  country  should  be  careful  indeed 
how  they  entrust  to  this  same  organisa- 
tion the  vast  sums  which  are  now  asked 
for  and  the  vast  powers  demanded  to  be 
conceded.  My  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  said  a  great  deal  about  the 
muscles  and  the  rit^  and  other  anatomical 
parts  of  the  body  being  a  protection  to 
the  heart  and  the  lungs,  and  something 
also  about  the  mailed  list,  but  he  said 
nothing  about  that  part  of  the  body 
which,  after  all,  plays  a  very  impor- 
tant part — the  brain,  which  directs  the 
fist  and  gives  an  impulse  to  the  muscles. 
In  my  opinion  that  is  what  the  countiy 
is  particularly  anxious  about  at  this 
moment.  I  suppose  there  is  no  man  in 
this  Houf>e,  or  out  of  it,  who  is  disposed 
to  deny  to  the  hon.  Member  the  credit 
he  deserves  for  his  proposals.  But 
there  is  a  very  large  number  of  men  who 
agree  with  me,  that,  if  these  proposals 


are  to  bear  the  stamp  of  permanence 
they  ought  to  be  oppo^.  Nay,  more, 
that  they  ought  to  be  critioised,  opposed, 
and  thwarted  until  we  h&ve  an  aasurapce 
that  the  organisation  and  the  brains  which 
are  to  control  them  are  sonwthing  totally 
different  from  the  brains  and  organisation 
which  have  exposed  us  to  the  calamities 
which  have  made  all  these  things  essen- 
tial, I  regret  that  my  right  hon.  friend 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has  thought- 
it  necessary  xo  subscribe  to  a  eulogy  of 
the  War  Department  as  strong  as  that 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  pronounce 
the  other  night.  1  think  that  eulogy 
would  have  been  almost  excessive  if  pro- 
nounced on  a  committee  of  archat^ls 
directing  the  movements  of  the  heavenly 
hosts  before  the  battle  of  Armageddon. 
But  whether  that  be  so  or  not,  I  think 
that  though  perhaps  as  grateful  apprecia- 
tion of  strenuous  service  by  able  men 
under  the  pressure  of  an  emergency  it 
was  permissible,  it  was  not  exactly  appro- 
priate to  the  present  situation.  Of  course, 
whenever  you  get  a  number  of  English, 
officers  and  gentlemen  in  an  emergency,, 
and  when  the  country  is  in  danger,  they 
will  do  their  best — neither  sleep  oy  night 
nor  rest  by  day — imtil  they  have  done  all 
the^  can  do.  But  I  do  not  know  that  the 
attitude  and  mind  of  the  country  towards 
the  Wai-  Office  at  the  present  moment  is 
exactly  that  which  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 
man seems  to  have  imagined.  With  all 
its  application,  all  its  good  intentions, 
with  the  purse  of  the  country  freely  open, 
to  it,  and  the  support  of  the  country 
behind  it,  the  War  Office  has  landed  us 
in  a  state  of  things  which  it  is  lamentable 
to  contemplate,  and  in  a  series  of  mishaps- 
and  entanglements  which,  happily,  have 
not  been  common  in  the  history  of  this- 
country.  I  intend  to  postpone  criticism 
of  that  organisation  to  another  day,  but  I 
think  it  most  important  that  the  myth 
which  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury  has- 

fone  a  good  way  to  create  should  be- 
issipated  before  it  assumes  a  solid  form 
in  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  this  country.  I  am  prepared,  when, 
the  appointed  time  comes,  to  demonstrate 
that  uie  great  success  which  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  claims  for  theWarDepart- 
ment  has  been  a  very  moderate  suoeess  inr- 
deed.  That  they  have  foreseen  the  difficul- 
ties which  they  would  have  to  contend! 
with,  that  they  have  made  any  adequate 
I  preparations  for  the  performance  of  thme 
!  duties,  I  am  prepared  to  deny,  and, 
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believe,  to  prove.     I  must  say  that  I 
regret  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  should 
have  thought  it  necessary  at  the  present 
time  to  put  the  matter  quite  as  hi^b  as 
he  has  done.    I  am  sure  there  is  no 
Member  in  this  House  who  admires  more, 
and  who  would  be  more  ready  to  sympa- 
thise with,  the  spirit  that  always  stands 
np  for  a  Department  which  is  attacked 
than  myself,  and  I  personally  would 
have  bc^n  perfectly  wUUng  for  a  loi^  j 
time  to  come  to  abstain  from  criti-  j 
cism  of  the  details  of  t^e  work  of  the  | 
War  Department,  but  I  do  think  it  is  I 
absolutely  necessary  at  the  present  time  j 
to  say  a  very  little  about  what  the  War  ] 
Department  has  done.     The  Under  Sec- , 
-retary   for   War   spoke  to-night  about  | 
106,000  Regular  troops  in  this  country.  I 
regret  that  he  used  that  expression,  be- 
cause though  it  is  literally  and  absolutely  : 
true,  and  I  think  I  could  enumerate  every 
single  unit  which  makes  up  that  total,  > 
that  expression  will  go  forth  to-morrow  j 
as  a  statement  made  on  authority  by  the  | 
Under  Secretary  of  State.    Yet  as  a  mili- , 
tary  oi^anisation  that  106,000  men  have  | 
no  existence  at  all.    It  is  an  unorganised 
.and  incoherent  body,  and,  as  an  hon.  | 
Member  said  just  now,  if  it  were  any-  i 
thing  else  it  would  not  be  in  this  country  ' 
at  tnis  moment.     We  have  entrusted 
enormous  sums  to  the  War  Department, 
and  yet  what  have  we  got  in  return  ? 
At  we  beginning  of  this  war  185,000 
men   were   being  paid   for    by  the 
country   as   B^ilar  soldiers   in    the , 
Army  and  the  first  class  Reserve.  Yet 
what  do  we  find  i   That  when  we  come 
to  squeeze  the  sponge,  when  we  attempt  ■ 
to  get  what  value  we  can  out  of  that  i 
185,000  men,  it  resolves  itself  into  84,000  I 
or  85,000  effective  men  for  the  service  of  i 
the  country.    This  is  a  very  serious  state  ' 
of  things,  that  we  should  be  paying  so 
much  and  getting  so  little.  It  is  a  crown- 
ing mercy  for  this  country — and  we  have 
had  many  to  be  thankful  for— that  this 
lesson  should  come  at  a  time  when  we  are 
still  able  to  pofit  by  it.    I  do  hope  that 
we  may  not  be  misled  by  optimistic  views 
of  our  present  situation  into  neglecting 
this  lesson  and  failing  to  profit  by  it. 
Let  me  ask  the  Committee  to  consider  for 
one  moment  what  would  be  our  present 
■condition  if  we  were  at  war,  not  with  two 
small  inland  States,  but  with  some  serious 
European  Power  ?    Should  we  be  able  to 
do  then  what  we  have  done  now  1  My 
hon.  friend  spoke  of  124,000  t«gular 
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soldiers  being  in  South  Africa.   But  he 

omitted  to  tell  the  Committee,  though  T 
should  like  to  do  so,  where  those  men 
came  from.  He  omitted  to  tell  the 
Committee  that  we  have  depleted  the 
garrison  of  India  by  7,000  men  ;  that  we 
have  swept  the  colonial  garrisons ;  that 
Malta,  Crete,  Cyprus,  the  Mauritius, 
Sin^pore,  the  West  Indies,  and,  I  betieve, 
Halifax,  Bermuda,  and  Ceylon,  have  been 
called  upon  to  provide  their  contingents 
to  make  up  that  body  of  men  \  ^hat  even 
of  the  considerable  number  of  men  whom  he 
correctly  says  hare  left  this  country 
several  battalions  have  been  brought  back 
from  the  Mediterranean  and  despatched 
from  this  country.  What  would  be 
the  case  in  a  real,  a  serious  war  ?  1 
think  I  may  challenge  contradiction  when 
I  say  that  if  we  were  engaged  in  a  serious 
war  our  first  call  would  be  to  provide  not 
reinforcements  but  troops  to  the  extent 
of  nearly  20,000  to  bring  the  garrison 
of  India  up  to  a  war  footing.  tSo 
far  from  depleting  our  Mediterranean 
garrisons,  we  shoidd  have  to  reinfwce 
them,  and  every  movement  of  troc^ 
would  have  to  be  made  in  face  of  a  \-igi- 
lant  navy,  and  of  the  possibility  of  ha\  ing 
our  transports  interfered  with.  We  wen- 
told  that  the  Guards  were  to  be  sent 
to  Gibraltar  as  the  part  of  the  spear 
always  ready  for  action,  and  a  great  deal  of 
excellent  eloquence  was  expended  in  this 
House  in  proving  the  value  of  sending  the 
Guards  to  Gil^tar.  But  what  hap- 
pened 1  The  moment  this  war  with  the 
Boer  Republics  broke  out  a  battalion  of 
the  Guards  were  called  on.  What  was 
the  first  evidence  of  the  activity  of  that 
battalion  of  the  Guards  %  A  transport 
arrived  in  Southampton  Water  with  300 
men  of  the  battalion  of  the  Guards  at 
Gibraltar  incompetent  to  take  part 
in  any  war  at  all,  and  who  were 
consequently  shipped  home.  Again  I 
ask  the  Committee  what  would  be  the 
condition  of  this  country  if  we  had  not 
been  given  this  lesson,  this  trial  of  our 
resources,  but  had  been  engaged  at  this 
time  in  a  real  war  ?  I  have  frequently 
been  found  fault  with  because  I  have  said 
that  our  present  system,  the  very  system 
which  my  hon.  friend  now  asks  us  to  per- 
petuate and  to  exaggerate,  was  not  s 
system  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  Emjure. 
I  regret  that  we  are  asked  suns  faem  to 
add  twelve  battalions  to  the  Ai-my. 
Except  as  an  emei|^ncy  measure  I  will 
not  consent  from  my  own  personal  pwit 
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of  view  to  any  addition  of  the  kind.  The 
mere  additi<»i  of  battalions  will  not  do 
this  countnr  any  good  at  all,  and  whereas 
the  last  additions  have  not  helped  this 
country  so  future  additions  will  not  help 
it,  unless  we  have  an  entire  change  in 
the  administration  of  these  battalions.  I 
do  not  want  to  talk  vague  generalities  to 
this  Committee,  as  they  have  other  things 
to  talk  about,  but  I  do  want  to  put  one 
or  two  very  pregnant  facts  before  them. 
1  will  ask  the  hon.  Gentleman  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  to  contradict  me  if  I 
am  wrone,  but  I  say  that  between  the  lat 
July  ana  the  20tli  October— nearly  a 
fortnight  after  the  issue  of  the  ultimatum 
by  the  Transvaal — ^this  country  was  un- 
able to  send  and  did  hot  send  to  the 
»Mistance  of  General  White,  hardly 
pressed  as  he  was  in  Natal,  one  single 
brigade  of  troop.  Such  is  the  organisation 
of  our  army  which  we  are  asked  to  per- 
petuate. What  is  the  facti  We  did 
send  a  contingent.  We  sent  one  battalion, 
the  5th  Fusiliers,  which  was  here  by- 
accident  because  of  an  international  agree- 
ment by  which  the  garrison  of  Crete  had 
been  reduced  by  one-half,  and  that 
battalion  were  here  en  route  firom  Crete  to 
the  West  Indies,  still  in  their  khaki  uni- 
form, and  were  sent  to  the  Cape.  What 
was  the  other  Imttalion  1  The  other 
battalion  was  a  very  weak  battalion  of 
the  Munster  Fusiliers  from  Fermoy ;  it 
was  sent  off,  and,  I  believe,  at  the  present 
time  is  engaged  in  guarding  prisoners  on 
board  the  "Manilla"  in  Simon's  Bay. 
The  only  additional  troops  beyond  those 
were  one  brigade  diWsion  of  artiUerj  which, 
to  my  certain  knowledge  had  been  under 
orders  for  twelve  months  at  Alderahot.  In 
the  stress  and  emergency  of  this  Empire, 
out  of  the  109,000  men  on  our  pay  rolls  at 
home,  and  out  of  the  77,000  men  on  our 
Reserve  rolls,  we  were  able  to  send  only 
1^  battah'ons  of  infantry  and  a  brigade 
division  of  artillery.  1  shall  be  told 
that  that  is  a  mistake,  that  wo  sent 
10,000  men.  What  did  we  do  ?  What 
we  did  do  was  this :  we  took  5,000 
men  from  India,  which  I  have  said  before, 
And  now  repeat^  wa»  a  most  il^itimate 
and  dangerous  transaction ;  we  took  men 
from  four  of  the  Mediterranean  stations ; 
we  took  in  a  hurry  200  men  from  the 
garrison  of  the  Mauritius ;  but  the  con- 
tribution  from  the  106,000  Regular  troops 
in  this  country  was,  as  I  have  said,  l| 
battalions  of  infantry  and  a  brigade 
division  of  artillery.    And  even  a  fort- 


night after  the  ultimatum  of  the  Boer 
Government  was  issued  we  were  able  to 
send  from  this  country  only  a  balloon 
section  of  the  Royal  Engineers  and  a 
troop  of  New  South  Wales  cavalry,  of 
whom,  I  believe,  a  considerable  number 
went  home  when  they  reached  the  Cape. 
Here  I  want  to  come  to  a  point 
in  which  I  do  trust  the  Committee 
will  follow  me.  I  have  always  said 
that  the  gross  error  of  our  system 
was  that,  given  the  conditions  of  our 
Empire,  we  were  not  able  to  meet  the 
sudden  calls  that  were  certain  to  be  made 
upon  it.  I  have  said,  until  I  am  weary 
of  saying  it — [Several  Hon.  Mkhbers: 
Hear,  hear!}  I  am  sorry  if  I  have 
wearied  hon.  Members  opposite.  [Several 
Hon.  .Meubers  :  No,  no !  go  on.]  I 
have  said,  until  I  am  weary  of  saying  it, 
that  our  battalions  as  they  exist  are  untit 
for  any  purpose  whatever  except  to  serve 
at  depots.  I  have  produced  figures  again 
and  again  to  prove  the  justice  of  my  remarks, 
and  have  been  told  that  my  figures  were 
incorrect,  and  that  my  conclusions  had  no 
relation  to  facts.  I  have  here  before  me 
the  actual  facts  with  regard  to  ten 
battalions  at  Alderahot.  They  are  not 
ten  selected  liattalions,  but  ten  battalions 
taken  at  random,  and  the  proposition  I 
want  to  prove  is  this — that  if  we  had 
desired,  as  we  ought  to  have  desired,  to 
send  troops  to  General  White  at  the 
commencement  of  this  war,  we  could  not 
have  done  it,  and  we  could  not  possibly 
do  it  without  callii^  out  the  whole  of  the 
Army  Reserve.  Here  are  ten  battalions 
which  alone  require  5,430  men  to  bring 
them  up  to  war  strength.  That  is  no  fancy 
figure.  I  will  give,  n  desired,  the  actual 
figures,  battalion  by  battalion,  of  what 
are  called  the  "  details  "—the  War  Office 
always  calls  matters  of  principle  matters 
of  detail.  Out  of  those  ten  battalions, 
3,185  men  were  left  behind,  and  are  still 
in  this  country  as  unfit  to  go.  I  go  liack 
to  my  proposition,  and  say  that  these 
battalions  could  not  have  gone.  You  have 
a  battalion  of  770  men,  you  deduct  from 
it  381  men,  and  you  require  693  men 
from  the  Reserve.  I  say  that  the  re- 
mainder of  that  battalion,  389  men,  rank 
and  file,  non  -  commissioned  officers, 
pioneers,  and  so  on,  are  not  a  battalion 
at  all  in  the  parlance  of  any  military 
nation  of  the  world ;  and  that  you  could 
not  send  one  single  battalion  of  the  whole 
of  the  Alderahot  Division  without  calling 
up  the  Reserves.    The  result  was  that 
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you  had  to  wait,  week  after  week,  until 
the  20th  October,  when  the  first 
mobilised  battalion  sailed  in  the  "  Roslyn 
Castle"  to  the  Cape.  That  is  not  a 
system  which  is  compatible  with  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  Empire,  and  I  a^ain  ask 
the  Committee  to  note  that  that  is  one  of 
the  points  on  which  we  have  been  flouted 
and  contradicted  over  and  over  again  in 
this  House.  Those  figures  can  be  verified 
by  anybody ;  they  are  not  selected  figures. 
But  they  do  point  to  the  fact  that  the 
War  Office,  having  had  this  enormous 
power  and  this  enormous  responsibility, 
have  not  prepared  us  for  the  emergency 
which  they  knew  we  diould  have  to  con- 
template. I  have  said  many  things  in 
the  past  about  the  incompetence  en  the 
War  Office  to  despatch  troops  when  emer- 
gency arose.  I  have  nothing  to  retract 
on  that  matter.  I  have  said,  and  1  repeat 
— not  what  has  been  attributed  to  me, 
but  what  I  did  say,  and  what  many  of  ua 
have  said — that  if  the  equivalent  of  two 
army  corps  were  sent  from  this  country 
the  whole  of  our  military  organisation 
at  home  would  be  destroyed.  It  has  been 
destroyed.  I  go  further,  and  I  say  that  two 
army  corps  were  not,  in  fact,  sent  kom  this 
coantey,  and  that  the  breiik-down  of  the 
second  army  corps  was  exactly  and  pre- 
cisely the  break-aown  we  had  anticipated. 
Let  me  give  the  Committee  one  instance. 
We  have  always  said— I  remember  saying 
it  ten  years  ago — that  in  the  one  particu- 
lar of  an  ammunition  train — an  essential 
portion  of  an  aimy  corps — there  was  no 
organisation.  What  happened?  The 
first  army  corps  went  out  comjJete,  with 
all  its  batteries  and  with  an  ammunition 
train.  Officers,  all  anxious  to  go  to  the 
front,  Tohinteered  to  form  that  ammunition 
train.  The  result  was  that  when  you 
came  to  form  the  batteries  and  the  ammu- 
nition train  for  the  second  army  corps 
you  were  all  at  sea ;  you  had  not  the 
officera  for  the  ammunition  train,  and  ever 
since  that  there  has  been  one  lengthening 
chain  of  deficiency  in  those  batteries, 
until  now  at  this  moment,  there  are 
subalterns  of  eighteen  years  running  bat- 
teries at  Woolwich.  There  are  now  a 
number  of  skeleton  batteries  which  have 
no  existence  except  on  the  War  Office 
books,  and  the  failure  has  been  more 
and  more  pronounoed  as  every  battery 
has  gone  out.  I  did  not  intend  to 
go  so  far  into  detail  to-night,  and  I  apolo- 
gise to  the  Committee  for  having  done  so, 
but  I  do  so  fear  the  myth  which  the  right 

^^r.  AmoJd-Fonter. 


hon.  Gentleman  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  has  set  up  about  the  efficiency 
of  these  transactions.  I  do  want  the 
Committee  to  understand  that  in  order  to 
produce  this  force  abroad  we  have  abso- 
lutely destroyed  the  whole  of  our  military 
organisation,  not  only  at  home,  but  in  t4ie 
colonies  and  in  India,  and  that  we  have 
performed  an  operation  which,  in  the 
event  of  a  real  war  with  a  first-clas 
Power,  would  have  put  this  country  in 
jeopardy  greater  than  any  it  has  been  ia 
since  the  time  of  the  mutiny  of  the  Fle^ 
at  the  Nore.  What  is  my  conclusion  %  My 
conclusion,  perhaps,  is  not  so  irrelevant  to 
tiie  subject  of  this  vote  as  some  hon.  Mem- 
bers may  suppose  from  the  way  I  have 
'apparently  diverged  from  acbial  mat- 
ter which  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
has  submitted  to-night.  But  I  do  not 
know  that  I  need  apologise,  because  1 
think  I  am  well  within  the  four  comerB 
of  the  Vote  in  discussing  these  matters. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  elected  to  deal 
with  one  portion — no  doubt  a  very  inte- 
resting portion— of  this  Vote,  represented 
by  je400,000,  while  I  have  elected  to  deal, 
most  inadequately,  with  a  portion  of  the 
Vote,  representing  some  £10,000,000  or 
£12,000,000.  Therefore,  I  think  I  hare 
not  beeu  going  altogether  outs^  my 
rights.  In  conclusion  I  wish  to  draw 
the  attention  of  the  Committee  to  this, 
that  we  must  be  very  careful  how  we 
entrust  this  power  to  the  present  organisa- 
tion. To  my  mind,  and  the  conclusion  has 
been  borne  in  upon  me  for  a  succession  of 
years,  we  are  not  rightly  served  in  the 
'  War  Office.  I  do  not  desire  now  to  impugn 
the  action  of  any  individuals.  The  real 
difficulty,  the  real  danger  of  the  aituatma 
is  that  we  are,  so  to  speak,  criticising  an 
administrative  jelly-fish,  that  there  is 
really  no  person  who  is  responsible: 
the  curse  of  the  situation  is  that  no  one  is 
responsible.  My  hon.  friend  would  him- 
self admit  that  all  he  desires  is  not  accom- 
plished, and  that  it  is  not  within  his  power 
to  accomplish  all  that  he  desires.  I  would 
only  say  in  passing,  with  regard  to  the 
personiifl  of  the  War  Office,  that  there 
are — this  is  plain  truth — officers  at  the 
War  Office  who  have  greatly  adorned 
the  military  {uxtfession,  and  who,  in  the 
opinion  of  some  persons,  are  equally 
capable  of  adorning  private  life.  Bait 
whether  or  not  that  oe  so,  whether  or  not 
we  have  the  right  men  in  the  military 
side  of  the  War  Office,  is  a  question  about 
which  there  may  be  many  opinions,  but 
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that  there  ought  to  be  somebody  who,  at  indeed,  to  every  branch  of  our  publie 
a  time  like  this,  should  take  the  responsi- 1  organisation.  I  have  kept  the  Com- 
bility  upon  his  shoulders  there  can  be  no  i  mittee  too  long,  but  I  would  implore 
doubt  at  all.  I  propose  to  ask  every  assem- 1  them  to  listen  to  one  further  illustration., 
blage  of  my  countrymen  whom  1  may  be  ;  We  have  our  Army  organisation ;  we 
able  to  address,  as  I  have  already  asked  '  have  our  War  Office,  whose  melancholy 
my  constituents,  whether  they  are  con-  { confession  of  improvidence  and  incompe- 
tent to  go  on  indefinitely  with  this  i  tence  has  been  voiced  to-night  through  the 
organisation  or  want  of  organisation  that  |  pleasant  expressions  of  my  hon.  friend, 
leaves  us  exposed  to  a  crisis  of  this  kind.  The  measure  of  what  we  are  asked  to  do- 
Though  we  have  been  talking  in  a  very  |  now  is  the  measure  of  the  neglect  and  in- 
quiet  way  in  this  Committee,  we  ou^ht  |  competence  of  the  past.  We  have  that 
to  realise  that  there  is  a  solemn  fact  behind  >  strange  body,  the  CJounoil  of  Defence.  I 
it  all,  namely,  that  we  are  being  asked  in  should  belie  every  feeling  which  is  im- 
the  presence  of  the  enemy,  at  a  time  when  |  planted  in  my  breast  if  I  were  to  say  one 
no  man  knows  from  day  to  day  to  what ;  word  in  disrespect  <A  those  who  compose 
extent  these  dangers  may  develop,  or  how  '  the  Council  of  Defence,  but  I  do  say  that  it 
far  they  may  overwhelm  us  —we  are  being  I  is  something  like  a  joke  thatat  this  time,  in 
asked  to  do  exactly  those  things  which  the  nineteenth  or  the  twentieth  century, 
common  sense  and  common  prudence,  and  ^  whichever  it  may  be,  the  forturfes  and 
the  general  voice  of  the  public,  have  >  fate  of  this  country  should  be  in'any  way 
demanded  should  be  done  at  any  time  |  dependent  upon  an  organisation  of  that 
during  the  last  twenty  years.  And  now,  i  kind.  I  recognise,  and  I  am  sure  all  con- 
when  we  make  this  demand,  what  are  we  i  stitutional  Members  of  this  House  recog- 
met  with  1  This  seems  to  me  to  be  the  nise  the  need  of  some  channel  of  corn- 
most  disquieting  feature  of  the  whole  munication  between  the  professional  heada 
situation.  We  are  met  with  declarations  '  of  the  great  services,  and  the  eonstitu- 
that  it  is  the  inevitable  destiny  of  this  \  tional  beads  of  the  Gk)vemment.  To  that 
country  to  muddle  through  the  first  days,  l  extent  I  not  only  admit,  but  I  rejoice  in 
or  the  first  weeks,  or  the  firat  months,  or  I  the  existence,  and  welcome  the  creation 
the  first  year  of  a  campaign,  and  that  if  of  this  somewhat  anomalous  body.  I  only 
we  muddle  on  long  enough,  all  will  at  !  wish,  I  confess  I  do  wish,  that  that  body 
last  be  well.  I  do  not  subscribe  to  that ,  was  not  so  ethereal  by  virtue  of  its  being  a 
doctrine.  I  take  quite  another  view  of  '  sub-committee  of  the  Cabinet,  that  it  keeps 
the  position,  dangers,  and  future  of  this  |  no  minutes, '  and  has  therefore  nothing 
country.  I  look  back  to  some  forty  or  to  remind  it  of  what  had  taken  place  at 
fifty  or  sixty  years  ago,  and  I  find  the  former  meeting,  because,  so  far  as 
that  every  European  country  was  com- 1  my  knowledge  goes,  these  meetings  take 
mitted  to  a  system  of  feudalism,  and  '  place  at  considerable  intervals,  and  it  is 
that  this  country,  learning  a  new  lesson,  |  conceivable  that  in  those  intervals  the 
devoted  itself  to  the  policy  of  "go  as  members  of  the  Committee  may  have 
you  please "  and  laissez  fatre,  and  by  forgotten  what  took  place  on  the  pre\'ious 
adopting  it  we  placed  ourselves  far  occasion.  I  should  only  like  to  urge  that 
in  advance  of  the  feudally  organised  i  members  of  that  Committee  should  be 
countries  of  Europe.  But,  meanwhile,  more  constant  and  enthusiastic  in  the 
the  years  have  gone  by,  and  those  Conti-  ^  performance  of  their  duties  than  tney  at 
nental  countries  which  we  have  passed  in  |  present  are.  But  I  do  think  it  is  a 
the  race  have  found  a  new  doctrine ;  serious  reflection  that  that  is  practically 
they  have  found  the  doctrine  of  j  the  only  organised  body  charged  with 
scientific  methods,  and  the  applicar  ■  providing  for  the  enormously  compli- 
tion  of  scientific  methods  to  produce  |  cated  and  highly  specialised  task  of  the 
complete  results,  and  they  have  distanced  ddence  of  wis  Empire,  the  preparation 
us  as  certainty  as  those  who  are  tuined  r  for  the  defence  in  limes  of  peace,  and 
with  modem  arms  of  precision  have  dis- '  the  execution  of  the  measures  devised  in 
tanced  those  who  are  armed  with  the  old  ,  times  of  peace  in  time  of  war.  In  a  great 
"  Brown  Bess."  I  shall  never  rest  as  .  countty  which  is  oi^nised  not  only  for 
long  as  I  am  a  Member  of  this  House,  or  I  peace  but  for  war,  we  have  quite  a  dif- 
indeed  as  long  as  I  am  alive,  until  we  ferent  state  of  things.  In  Germany  a 
have  some  recognition  that  this  truth  ,  member  of  the  general  staff  is  taken  at 
must  be  applied  to  our  Military  Service,  j  the  age  of  fourteen ;  from  that  moment 
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he  is  d^oted  to  his  profession ;  he  is 
taught  everything  it  is  necessary  for  him 
to  know  and  all  that  the  experience  of 
100  years  of  successful  warfare  can  sug- 
gest, until  he  is  turned  out  a  full-blown 
member  of  the  ^neral  staff.  Even  then 
no  hour  is  considered  well  spent  unless 
he  is  further  qualifying  himself  for  the 
task  he  is  to  perform.  It  would  be  an 
exaggeration  if  I  suggested  that  the 
Cabinet  Committee  of  Defence  had 
studied  these  problems  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  way  considered  necessary 
in  othpr  countries,  but  I  do  not 
think  it  is  too  much  to  demand  that  there 
should  be  some  educated  specialist  body 
in  this  country  to  whom  this  enormously 
complicated  task  should  be  entrusted. 
I  do  not  for  one  moment  believe 
that  arty  progress  whatever  —  I  will 
not  say  no  progress  whatever "  ; 
that  is  probably  an  exaggeration — but 
1  do  not  believe  that  any  substantial 
progi-ess  has  yet  been  made  towai-ds 
realising  the  ideal  which  the  Duke  of 
Devonshire's  Committee  set  before  it, 
namely,  to  provide  some  regular  method  of 
communication  between  the  services,  and 
to  provide  a  system  of  organised  defence. 
I  see  no  signs  <rf  it ;  but  from  what  has 
taken  place  during  the  last  few  months 
there  are  absolutely  certain  indications 
that  no  such  system  exists,  because  what 
has  taken  place  is  absolutely  imcompatible 
with  the  existence  of  such  a  system.  I 
do  hope  that  we  shall  learn  the  lessons 
we  have  got  to  learn  in  a  time  when  we 
can  profit  by  them.  The  days  are  dark, 
but  they  may  be  much  darker,  and  if  we 
are  to  bemet  by  the  cheery  optimism  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  if  we  are  to 
he  told  that  all  is  well  when  all  is  not 
well  

Mr. -A.  J.  BALFOUR  made  an  olaer- 
vation  which  was  inaudible  in  the  Press 
Gallerj'. 

*Mh.  AKNOLD-FORSTER  :  I  welcome 
that  admission.  I  will  n,ot  say  anything 
that  may  appear  unjust  and  exaggerated 
with  regaixf  to  the  First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury.  I  know  perfectly  well  that 
he  cares  as  much  about  these  matters  as 
I  do  ;  but  I  think — and  I  believe  the 
opinion  is  shared  by  many  others  besides 
myself — that  the  optimism  he  has  dis- 
played and  the  tone  he  has  adopted  with 
r^rd  to  the  complications  in  respect  <A 
Mr.  ArwUd-Fonter. 


which  we  are  now  asked  for  this  enur 
mous  expenditure,  are  not  at  all  appro- 
priate to  the  moment. 

Mr.   a.  J.    BALFOUR:  The  hon. 
Gentleman  is  interpreting  the  views  I 
have  expressed  in   a  manner   which  I 
cannot  tolerate.    I  have  not  gone  beyond 
this  statement  of  fact — that  the  War  Office 
have  contrived  to  send  to  South  Africa 
a  fully-equipped  body  of  men  larger 
'  than  was  ever  sent  from  the  shores  of 
I  this  country  before.    I  have  said  that 
I  criticism  of  the  €10Temment  of  this  or 
.  any  other  country  in  their  warlike  policy 
I  has  been  directed  to  the  fact  that  they 
I  were  not  able  to  carry  out  the  promiiu^ 
I  they  made.    The  War  Office  have  per- 
!  formed  every  promise  they  ever  made, 
j  That  is  not  optimism,  but  a  naked  state- 
ment of  fact. 

'  *Mb.  ARNOLD-FORSTER:  I  accept 
!  the  statement  of  the  right  hon.  Gentle- 

I  man,  and  welcome  it  as  an  earnest,  not 
I  that  he  shares  my  opinion— that  would 
'  be  too  sanguine  a  hope — but  that  he 
I  admits  there  is  a  fair  field  for  inquiry, 
I  and  a  great  possibility  of  improvement. 

;    Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR :  Hear,  hear  : 

*Mr.  ARNOLD-FORSTER :  That  is  all 
I  desire  to  express  to  the  Committee.  I 
hope  an  opportunity  \nll  be  given  at 
a  later  stage  for  some  qualification  of  the 
statement  that  has  been  made.    I  care 
,  little  for  that,  however,  but  I  do  care 
I  that  we  should  jealously  guard  the  vote 
{  we  are  asked  to  give  as  far  as  the  scheme 
is  permanent.  As  far  as  it  is  temporary  I 
shall  enthusiastically  support  it.  But  when 
we  come  face  to  face  with  this  problem  of 
,  how  we  are  to  provide  for  the  defence  of 
the  Empire  in  the  future,  we  should  ask 
whether  wo  are  justified  in  acting  with- 
out inquiry,  and  the  most  searching  in- 
quiry, into  the  credentials  of  those  to 
whom  we  are  asked  to  entrust  this  great 
'  duty. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  hope  I  shall  not 
bo  considered  discourteous  to  those  hon. 
Gentlemen  who  have  risen  at  the  same 
;  time  as  myself  in  intervening  at  this 
stage  of  the  debate ;  but  if  I  remained 
\  silent  longer  I  might  forget  some  of  the 
I  arguments  used  and  the  questions  asked. 
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and  then  I  would  be  guilty  of  even 
greater  discourtesy  to  the  hon.  Members 
who  have  preceded  mo.  I  think  I  had 
better  first  of  all  address  myself  to  the 
long  and  interesting  speech  of  the  hon. 
Member  for  West  Belfast,  who  takes 
such  an  interest  in  these  matters. 
I  will  do  the  hon.  Member  the  credit  of 
believing  that  he  knows  he  has  raised  ques- 
tions and  issues  upon  details  o(  fact,  and 
that  he  cannot  seriously  expect  me  to-night 
to  argue  out  with  him  once  again  the  old 
battle  over  the  system  of  short  service 
and  Reserve.  It  no  doubt  sounds  very 
convincing  when  you  listen  to  it  put  for- 
ward as  a  haphazard  and  therefore  a  fnir 
illustration  of  what  is  taking  place,  when 
the  hon.  Member  says,  "  I  t^e  ten  batta^ 
lions  and  I  find  that  with  six  you  had  to 
leave  600  men  and  with  the  other  four  400 
men,"  but  it  really  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  case.  The  hon.  Member  said  we  did 
not  and  could  not  send  troops  to  Sir 
George  White  from  this  country.  It  is 
true  we  did  not^  but  it  is  quite  untrue 
that  we  could  not.  We  had  a  scheme 
before  us.  As  I  informed  the  Committee 
in  October,  and  a^u  the  other  day,  there 
were  two  alternative  plans — one  to  send 
10,000  men  from  thia  country  and  the 
other  to  send  10,000  men  from  India  and 
the  Mediterranean  garrisons.  As  a 
matter  of  fact,  we  sent  the  men  from 
India  because  the  passage  was  somewhat 
shorter.  The  battalions  were  selected 
^ter  the  Reserve  had  been  called  out 
Hadweintended  to  send  eight  battalions — 
the  number  we  sent  from  India  and  the 
Mediterranean — without  calling  out  the 
Reserve,  we  should,  of  course,  have 
taken  the  eight  battalions  which  were 
most  ready  to  go  on  foreign  service.  I 
must  decline  altogether  to  argue  this 
question  again  on  matters  of  detul.  These 
young  la^  in  the  battalions  at  home 
would  be  of  the  same  if  they  were 
not  in  those  battalions,  "niey  must  grow. 
It  reduces  me  to  an  absurd  position,  out  I 
have  to  assume  that  position,  and  I  have 
to  inform  some  hon.  Members  of  this 
House  that  if  you  allow  a  man  to  enter 
the  Army  at  the  age  of  eighteen  it  takes 
two  years  before  he  arrives  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  and  the  only  question  between 
us  is  what  you  will  do  with  him  during 
those  two  years.  You  can,  we  admit, 
put  him  in  a  depot.  In  that  case  he  has 
what  we  consider  an  inferior  chance  of 
being  woperly  trained,  and  he  is  not 
available  id  any  event  for  any  form  of 


military  service.  Or  you  can  take  the 
course  that  we  have  pursued,  and  put  him 
in  a  home  battalion  which  is  linked  with 
another  battalion  on  the  foreign  rota. 
Then  you  have  the  Reserve  to  fall  back 
upon^the  Reserve  which  we  have  openly 
stated  to  be  part  of  our  first  line.  AU 
you  do  is  to  take  men,  thoroughly  trained, 
put  them  in  that  battalion  in  which  they 
have  served  seven  years,  and  fiend  them 
off  to  the  front  with  their  own  officers. 
Meanwhile,  the  younger  man  who  enlists 
at  eighteen  has  the  benefit  of  the  tradi- 
tions of  that  battalion,  and  the  benefit  of 
being  exercised  in  an  effective  unit  on 
Salisbury  Plain  or  in  other  manoeuvres,, 
and  when  he  reaches  the  age  of  twenty 
he  is  every  bit  as  good  as  the  men  whu 
have  preceded  him  to  the  seat  of  war.. 
We  think  the  merits  of  the  case  are 
on  our  side,  because  you  do  two  things  at 
one  time,  and  that  is  the  ^reat  art  of 
getting  on  in  any  profession  m  life ;  you 
train  your  men  at  home,  and  you  have 
your  foreign  battalion  at  the  same  time. 
That  is  economy.  Although  I  admit, 
economy  is  out  of  fashion,  and  although  I 
have  been  accused  this  evening  of 
bringing  in  a  large  Estimate,  the  third  in 
one  year,  without  dwelling  on  finance,, 
still  we  do  care  about  economy.  It  is 
better  to  train  young  men  in  that  way, 
because  they  get  a  more  efficient  training, 
and  it  is  more  economical.  Not  that  mere 
cheapness  is  economy,  but  when  cheap- 
ness is  combined  with  efficiency,  that  is 
economy.  We  know  this  system  is 
sound,  and  we  believe  it  is  economical, 
and  when  the  hon.  Member  alarms  the 
Committee  by  picking  a  battalion  here 
and  there,  and  stating  that  they  cannot 
fight  without  leaving  600  men  behind,  he 
does  not  touch  the  remoter  fringe  of  this 
question.  His  statement  of  facts  is 
rather  argumentative,  and  he  will  take  it 
in  good  part,  I  am  sure,  if  I  say  that  in 
part  his  arguments  seem  to  lack  some- 
thing of  consistency.  He  said  he  was 
prepared  to  withhold  the  permanent  part 
of  the  scheme  until  he  was  sure,  by  some 
anatomical  illustration,  that  there  were 
brains  to  direct  chat  force  ;  but  he  must 
not  oppose  a  great  part  of  our  scheme, 
because  only  five  months  ago  he  was 
impressing  with  some  reiteration  upon 
the  Committee  that  he  himself  had  urged 
upon  the  Government  some  five  or  six  of 
the  proposals  which  we  are  now  submit- 
ting to  the  House.  Therefcwe  we  need 
not  wait  for  the  brains,  we  have  ^em 
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already — we  have  in  fact  followed  his 
leading  in  respect  of  some  of  our  pro- 
posals. Then,  again,  I  cannot  allow  the 
hon.  Member  to  say  that  we  have  treated 
these  proposals  in  earlier  days  as  being 
unsound  or  baseless.  ^Ve  said  there 
were  other  proposals  which  ought  to  be 
jittended  to  first  Ckinsider  for  one 
moment  the  talk  we  have  bad  this 
-evening  about  the  obsolete  guns  of  the 
Volunteers.  Will  any  hon.  Member 
assert  that  it  would  have  been  prudent 
for  this  or  any  other  Government  to  have 
supplied  the  Vohinteers  with  the  most 
modem  guns  before  we  had  succeeded 
in  raising  the  batteries  for  three  army 
■corps  of  the  Regular  troops  7  We  have 
.been  told  over  and  over  again  that  our 
first  duty  was  to  have  a  mobile  force,  and 
our  first  care  therefore  was  to  provide 
that  mobile  force  with  its  necessary  com- 
plement  of'  guns.  The  hon.  Member 
^nows  as  well  as  I  do  that  when  we  came 
into  office  in  1895  we  had  not  the  guns 
for  three  army  corps,  and,  therefore,  we 
should  have  been  unable  then  to  send  two 
aimy  corps  out  of  the  country.  That  we 
have  been  able  to  do  now.  I  feel  I  can- 
not dwell  longer  upon  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member,  because  I  I>elieve  I  shall 
employ  the  short  time  left  to  me  more 
fittin^y  in  trying  to  answer  some  of  the 
^luestions  put  to  me  in  the  coiuve  of  this 
debate.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  the 
Leader  of  the  Opposition  took  exception 
at  the  start  to  the  fact  that  I  did  not  dwell 
sufficiently  on  the  important  part — the 
overwhelming  part,  I  would  say— which 
*he  Fleet  plays  in  our  home  defence. 
Well,  I  put  in  the  Fleet  at  the  beginning 
of  my  speech,  and  I  put  it  in  at  the  end 
■of  my  speech  ;  but  although  I  spoke  for 
.an  hour  and  a  quarter  I  was  only  able  to 
dwell  upon  one  aspect  of  the  Estimate. 
'The  right  hon.  Baronet  also  asked  what 
-was  the  uuount  for  home  defence,  and 
the  amount  for  the  prosecution  of  the  war. 
£420,000  is  for  home  defence  and  the  re- 
mainder for  the  war.  The  fact  that  we 
.asked  the  Committee  to  consider  our 
scheme  as  a  Supplementary  Katiniate  has 
t)een  the  subject  of  criticism.  What  else 
could  we  do  ]  We  ask,  I  will  say 
frankly,  for  a  covering  sanction  for 
things  that  have  been  already  done. 
The  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the 
Berwick  Bivision '  of  Northumberland 
ae^ed  in  his  speech  last  week  if  the 
mbion  then  taken  by  the  Of^Msition  im- 
peded the  Government  in  taking  steps 

Mr.  Wyndham. 


to  build  up  a  home  defence,  and  I  hcmestly 
told  him  it  did  not.    As  the  Executive 
of  the  country  we  have  been  engaged 
for  some  time  past  in  carrying  out  our 
scheme  on  the  broad  lines  whi^  I  hare 
divulged  this  evening.     Therefore  we 
have  incurred  expenditure ;  we  most  pay 
for  that  expenditure,  but  we  cannot  pay 
for  it  without  first  obtaining  the  authority 
of  the  I^ouse  before  March  Slst,  and  there- 
fore there  was  no  other  course  open  to  us. 
I  have  been  asked— What  are  the  numbers 
of  men  permanently  added  to  the  Kegular 
Army  ?     Since  we  have  abandoned  any 
idea  of  proceeding  by  compulsion,  it 
follows  that  our  scheme  must  be  a  scheme 
of  invitation.     That,  of  course,  is  the 
essence  of  the  voluntary  system.  You 
say,  "  If  you  give  your  services,  we  will 
give  you  certain  remuneration."  Unless 
we  proceed  by  compulsion,  that  must  \te 
^  the  basis  of  our  scheme.    The  question, 
,  therefore,  is  not  very  easy  to  answer.  I 
!  gave  all  the  facts  necessary  in  order  thai 
\  hon.  Members  could  form  as  good  a  notion 
as  I  could  on  that  subject.    What  we  are 
doing  is  to  raise   fifteen   battalions  of 
i  infantry — three  already  voted  by  the 
'  House,  but  not  raised,  and  twelve  now  to 
be  voted  and  raised.     We  are  adding 
forty-three  batteries  of  artillery.'  We  are 
\  strengthening  the  Army  Service  Corps, 
and  we  are   strengthening  the  Koyal 
Engineers.     If  ana  when  we  get  hack 
I  from  South  Africa  the  Army  that  is  then* 

 [An  Hon.  Member  hiughed.]    I  do 

not  think  that  is  a  laughing  matter. 
Whenever  we  have  in  this  country  the 
three  full  army  corps  at  war  strength. 
,  then    we    shall,    more   or   less,  fokl 
,  up  the  artillery,  the  engineers,  and  the 
1  Army  Service  Corps  of  two  army  corps  in 
such  a  way  that  they  may  expand  when 
again  necessary  into  the  artillery,  the 
engineers,  and  the  Army  Service  Corps  of 
I  two  army  corps.    That  is  one  permanent 
feature  of  the  plan  I  have  endeavoured  to 
:  explain,  and  I  commend  it  to  the  cu«i- 
sideration  of  the  Committee.  Whereas  in 
times  past  we  have  always  aimed  at  the 
\  maximum  of  three  army  corps,  from  thiit 
'  forward,  if   the    House    sanctions  the 
scheme,  we  will  aim  at  a  maximum  of  five 
.  army  corps.    That  is  a  very  considerable 
I  permanent  addition  to  the  militan*  de- 
fences of  this  country.    The  right  hon. 
Baronet  also  raised  a  question  of  ffta.t  im- 
portance with  respect  to  the  guns  of  the 
Volunteers.   He  said  we  ou^t  to  ctm- 
sider  the  importance  of  not  competing  so 
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to  speak,  with  the  Navy.  I  can  assure 
the  Committee,  on  the  authority  of  the 
First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  on  my 
own  knowledge,  that  the  Navy  has  not 
been  put,  and  will  not  be  put,  behind  the 
Army  in  any  reapeet.  The  right  hon. 
Gentleman  also  dwelt  on  the  fact  that 
we  had  borrowed  troops  from  India.  Of 
course,  we  will  repay  what  we  borrowed 
at  the  earliest  possible  moment.  But  what 
has  been  the  extent  of  our  borrowing  1 
Four  regiments  of  cavalry  out  of  nine — 
that  is  heavy  borrowing,  but,  as 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  knows, 
the  native  cavalry  is  numerous  and 
efficient — two  batteries  of  horse  artillery 
out  of  eleven ;  three  batteries  of  field 
artillery  out  of  forty-two  ;  and  although 
we  have  borrowed  eight  battalions  of 
infantry  out  of  fifty-two,  we  have  already 
paid  back  some,  for  the  battalions  in 
India  now  stand  at  forty-seven,  so  that 
there  is  only  a  loss  of  five  white  battalions.  ! 
It  is  one  of  the  first  duties  wo  shall  j 
discharge,  just  as  we  are  already  taking  | 
steps  to  pay  back  the  guns  we  have  , 
borrowed. 

I 

""Sir  CHAULIi»  DILKE :  How  about  { 
the  three  year  men  ?  > 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  The  men  are,  I 
admit,  a  very  important  point,  and  one  I 
which  requires  a  little  further  considera-  | 
tion.  The  right  hon.  Baronet  says  we  | 
now  propose  to  take  a  greater  number  of  , 
three  year  men,  and  the  hon.  Member  for  < 
West  Belfast  also  brought  that  point  i 
against  us.  But  it  is  very  easily  disposed  | 
of.  You  must  have  in  the  home  battalion  ! 
about  700  seven  year  men  in  order  to  feed 
with  drafts  the  linked  battalion  in  India,  | 
and  the  number  of  three  year  men  you  \ 
can  take  in  the  home  battalion  depends  I 
absolutely  upon  the  number  by  which  ! 
your  home  battalion  exceeds  that  figure.  ' 
Last  year  our  home  establishment  exceeded  [ 
that  limit  by  100,  and  we  agreol  to  take  ' 
100  of  these  men.  We  now  propose  to  ' 
increase  the  home  battalions  this  year  I 
again,  and  that  will  allow  us  to  take  200  | 
three  year  men  on  any  battalion  in  the  i 
home  establishment.  My  hon.  friend  the  | 
Meniber  for  King's  Lynn  deserves  an  ' 
answer,  as  he  was  the  first  of  several  1 


Members  who  argued,  '*  You  have  come 
down  to  us  with  a  plan  for  organising 
three  army  corps  for  home  defence ;  but 
we  want  to  hear  how  you  are  going  to 
reinforce  India  if  it  should  need  re- 
inforcing, and  how  you  are  going  to  re- 
inforce Lord  Roberts  if  he  should  need 
reinforcements  in  South  Africa."  Well, 
Sir,  we  believe  the  best  way  to  do  that 
is  to  do  what  we  are  doing  now — 
namely,  to  engage  in  the  work  of 
organising  these  three  army  corps,  and  if 
one  is  required  abroad  we  can  send  it 
away  and  set  to  work  to  organise  another. 
The  Committee  is  aware  we  have  a 
division  ready  to  embark  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks 
we  may  have  an  army  corps  ready  to 
embark,  and  when  that  embarks  we  will 
go  on  with  the  next.  That  is  really  the  only 
practical  manner  in  which  this  problem 
can  be  approached.  The  way  to  provide 
troops  ready  to  take  the  field  in  South 
Africa  or  in  India  is  to  work  them  up  to 
the  highest  point  of  efficiency  as  a  first 
step  at  home.  The  hon.  Member  for  the 
Ross  Division  of  Herefordshire,  referring 
to  the  Yeomanry  cavalry,  said  it  would  be 
necessary  to  reduce  very  much  the  ex- 
pensive character  of  that  force.  I  agree 
with  him,  provided  that  we  do  not 
break  down  its  traditions  alto- 
gether. But  I  cannot  let  pass,  as 
one  who  has  served  twelve  years  in  the 
Yeomanry,  his  allegation  that  the  officers 
spend  the  whole  of  their  training  in 
gambling  and  amusement.  I  h&ve  never 
seen  a  card  during  the  whole  time  I  have 
served  in  the  regiment  to  which  I  belong, 
and  I  know  no  b^y  of  men  more  zealous  to 
get  the  utmost  benefit  they  can  out  of 
the  opportunities  given  to  them.  Then 
the  right  hon.  Baronet  the  Memlwr  for 
North  East  Manchester  dwelt  at  some 
length  on  the  Swiss  system  of  Militia.  I 
know  the  Intelligence  Department  of  the 
War  Office  has  recently  published  a  shoit 
book  on  that  subject.  No  doubt  it  is  a 
most  interesting  one,  but  it  has  this  differ- 
ence from  the  system  we  propose,  namely, 
that  although  as  the  right  hon.  Baronet 
declares,  there  is  no  conscription  in  the 
Swiss  system,  there  is  compulsion,  and 
compulsion  does  not  merely  give  yon  all 
the  men  you  want  at  a  certain  age^  for  a 
certain  pay,  and  for  a  definite  number  of 
days,  but  it  also  enables  you  to  work 
them  as  hard  as  you  like  during  those 
days.  That  is  a  most  fundamental  difTer- 
ence  between  the  two  systems,  and,  if  we 
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attempted  to  apply  not  to  our  Volunteers 
or  Militia  but  even  to  our  Regular  Army 
the  course  of  drill  which  is  applied  to 
recruits  obtained  by  compulsion,  the  re- 
cruiting returns  would  fall  down  in  a 
manner  which  would  be  most  disastrous. 

The  hon.  Member  was  stUl  speaking  at 
midnight  when,  it  being  midnight,  the 
Chairman  left  the  Chair  to  moke  his 
Keport  to  the  House. 

Committee  report  Progress ;  to  sit 
again  to-morrow. 


EDUCATION  AND  SCIENCE  AND  ART 
DEPARTMENTS. 

Report  presented, — relative  thereto 
[ordered  12th  February  j  Colottel  fTyiui- 
min  Mwraif] ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table,  and 
to  be  printed.    [Na  47.] 


business  of  the  house. 

Sir  H.  CAMPBELL-BANNERMAN  : 
On  the  motion  for  adjournment,  perhaps 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  will  say  what 
business  will  be  taken  to-morrow  and 
Thursday. 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  To-morrow 
we  propose  to  continue  the  discussion  on 
the  Army  Supplementary  Estimates.  On 
Thursday  we  propose  to  put  down  the 
ordinary  sessional  Supply  rule  first,  one 
or  two  Bills  will  afterwards  be  introduced 
under  the  Standing  Orders  with  which 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  acquainted, 
and  we  shall  then  deal  with  the  Civil 
Service  Supplementary  Estimates.  Sup- 
posing the  War  Office  Estimates  are  not 
concluded  to-morrow  they  will  be  taken 
Iwfore  the  Civil  Service  Supplementary 
Estimates  on  Hiursday,  and  if  both  are 
concluded  we  hope  to  take  the  BiU  intro- 


duced by  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trade. 


Sir  henry  CAMPBELL-BANNEEr 
MAN :  When  will  Ways  and  Means  be 
taken? 


Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  As  soon  as 
these  two  Votes  are  carried,  but  that 
stage  will  be  purely  formal. 

Mr.  CALDWELL  (Lanarkshire,  Mid): 
What  about  Friday  1 

Mr.  a.  J.  BALFOUR:  Supply  will 
be  taken  on  Friday. 

Adjonmed  at  five  nunntM 
after  Twelve  oi  the  doeL 


NOMINATION    OP  TEMPORARY 
CHAIRMEN  OF  COMMITTEES. 

In  pursuance  of  Standing  Order  No.  1. 
"Sittings  of  the  House," 

I  hereby  nominate — 

Mr.  Arthur  O'Connor, 

Mr.  John  Edward  Ellis, 

The  Bight   Hon.  Charies  Beilby 
Stuart-Wordey, 

The  Right  Hon.  Edmond  Robert 

Wodehouse,  and 

Mr.  John  Gnuit  Lawson, 

to  act  during  this  Session  as  temporary 
Chau-men  of  Committees  when  requested 
by  the  Chauman  of  Ways  and  Means. 

William  Court  Gullt, 
Speakw. 

10th  February,  1900. 
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HOUSE  OF  LORDS. 
Tiiesdaif,  I3/A  Feln-minj,  1900. 


EAKL  OF  MEXBOROUGH 
AND 

VISCOUNT  CLIFDEN. 
Ordered  and  Directed,  by  the  Lords 
Spiritual  and  Temporal  in  Parliament 

assembled,  That  Certiticates  be  sent  by 
the  Clerk  of  the  Parliaments  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Crown  in  Ireland,  stating  that  the 
Lord  Chancellor  of  the  United  Kingdom 
has  reported  to  the  House  of  Lords  that 
the  right  of  the  Earl  of  Mexhoroughandthe 
Viscount  Clifden  to  vote  at  the  elections 
of  Representative  Peers  for  Ireland  has 
been  established  to  the  satisfaction  of  him 
the  said  Lord  Chancellor ;  and  that  the 
House  of  Lords  has  ordered  such  reports 
to  be  sent  to  the  said  Clerk  oi  the  Crown 
in  Ireland :  And  it  is  hereby  also  Ordered, 
That  the  said  Reports  of  the  said  Lord 
Chancellor  be  sent  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Crown  in  Ireland. 


'    GLYNCORRWG    URBAN  DISTRICT 
COUNCIL  OAS  BILL  [H.L.]. 

I  GWYRFAI  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
\  WATER  BILL  [H.L.]. 

iPURFLEET  AND  GRAVESEND  JUNC- 
I         TION  RAILWAY  BILL  [h.l.]. 

WALSALL  CORPORATION  BILL  [h.l.]. 

WORKINGTON  RAILWAYS  AND  DOCKS 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

Presented,  and  read  1*. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


I  TREATY  SERIES,  No.  4. 

I  Declaration  lietweeii  the  United  King- 
I  dom  and  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg 
i  respecting  the  reciprocal  protection  of 
I  trade  manes;  signed  at  Luxembui^,  25th 
j  January,  1900.  Presented  (by  command), 
and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  Table. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  acquainted 
the  House  that  the  Clerk  of  the  Parlia- 
ments had  laid  upon  the  Table  the  Certi- 
ficate from  the  Examiners  that  the 
Standing  Orders  applicable  to  the  follow- 
ing Bill  nave  been  complied  with  : — 

Cork  Electric  Tramways  (Blackrock 
Extension). 

And  the  Certificate  that  the  Standing 
Orders  applicable  to  the  following  Bill 
have  not  been  complied  with : — 

Barnsley  Corporation. 

The  same  were  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
Table. 

BRISTOL  WATER  BILL  [h.l.]. 

<  ALKDOMAN   RAILWAY    BILL  [h.i..]. 

DEARNE   VALLEY    RAILWAY  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

IMSCHENETZKY'S  URALITE  PATENT 
BILL  [H.L.]. 

MILVORD  DOCKS  BILL  [h.l.]. 

SOUTH  ESSEX  WATER  BOARD  BILL 
[H.L.]. 

WUITECHAPEL  AND  BOW  RAILWAY 
BILL  rH.L.]. 

referred  to 
Series.] 


FOOT  AND  MOL'TH  DISEASE. 

Lord  BURGHCLERE  :  My  Loids,  I 
beg  to  ask  Her  Majesty's  Government 
what   number    of    cattle    have  been 
I  slaughtered  during  the  present  outbreak 
,  of  foot  and  mouth  disease,  and  over  what 
I  area  do  the  restrictions  extend  ;  what  was 
'■■  the  date  of  the  notification  of  the  first 
j  suspected  outbreak,  and  the  date  of  its 
,  confirmation  by  the  Board  of  Agriculture  ; 
\  and  whether  the  Board  of  Agriculture 
have  any  reason  to  believe  that  the 
;  disease  existed  unnotified  before  the  first 
I  suspected  outbreak  was  reported  to  them. 
'  I  am  quite  certain  I  need  not  assure  Her 
■  Majesty's  Government  that  in  putting 
I  this  question  I  have  not  the  slightest 
'  intention  of  throwing  any  reflection  upon 
'  the  officials  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture, 
whose  skill  and  ability  in  dealing  with 
the  suppression  of  disease  I  so  very  well 
know.    But  I   think  that  agricultural 
i  interewts    generally     would    be  glad 
to    receive    some    official  intelligence 
'  as  to  the  spread  of  this  outbreak,  which 
\  appears  to  be  rather  serious.    I  would  lay 
!  particular  stress  on  the  latter  part  of  my 
question — namely,  whether  the  Board  of 
,  Agriculture  have  any  reason  to  believe 
that  the  disease  existed  unnotified  before 
.  the  first  suspected  outbreak  was  reported 
.  to  them.    As  your  Lordships  are  aware, 
I  foot  and  mouth  disease  is  one  of  the  very 
highest  infectivity,  and  if  it  gets  hold  of 
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a  district  it  spreads  like  wildfire,  doing 
damage  to  agricultural  interests  to  the 
extent  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
pounds.  I  am  afraid  it  sometimes  happens 
— it  only  happens,  I  am  gUd  to  say,  in  a 
very  few  instances — that  through  a  mis- 
taken idea  of  his  own  interests  a  farmer 
does  not  report  a  suspected  case  in  time, 
but  I  hope  that  has  not  occurred  on  this 
occasion.  I  should  be  glad  of  an  assur- 
ance on  tbe  subject.  It  cannot  be  too 
often  laid  down  that  it  is  to  the  interest 
of  the  farmer,  to  the  interest  of  the  public 
purse,  and  to  the  interest  of  the  agricul- 
tural body  at  large  that  every  suspected 
outbreak  should  be  reported  as  soon  as 
possible  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  so 
that  the  officers  there,  in  whom,  I  am 
sure,  we  all  have  the  greatest  confidence, 
may  be  able  to  deal  with  it  promptly  and 
effectively. 

The  Lord  PRESIDENT  of  the 
COUNCIL  (The  Duke  of  Devonshire)  : 
In  the  absence  of  my  noble  friend  the 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  duty  of  answering 
the  question  of  tfae  noble  Lord  opposite 
has  fallen  upon  me.  I  have  to  inform 
him  that  there  have  been  slaughtered  in 
all  127  cattle,  eight  sheep,  and  forty-two 
swine  in  connection  with  the  present  out- 
hreaik  of  foot  and  mouth  disease  in  the 
counties  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  The 
restrictions  imposed  extend  over  a 
district  comprising  twelve  petty  sessional 
divisions  in  Norfolk  and  seven  in  Suffolk, 
with  the  boroughs  therein.  The  first 
information  which  we  received  as  to  the 
suspected  appearance  of  the  disease  was 
from  the  superintendent  of  police  on 
29th  January  Instructions  as  to  the  isola- 
tion of  the  premises  and  the  observance  of 
the  rules  applicable  to  infected  places  I 
were  at  once  sent  off  to  the  police  and  to 
the  local  authorities,  and  an  experienced 
veterinary  surgeon  was  despatched  to  the 
spot.  His  report  went  to  confirm  the 
suspicion  previously  entertained,  and  on 
.list  January  our  chief  veterinary  officer 
also  visited  the  infected  place  and  de- 
clared foot  and  mouth  flisease  to  exist. 
Ho  far  as  our  inquiries  have  proceeded  we 
have  no  refison  to  believe  that  any  person 
concerned  was  guilty  of  any  offence  in 
regard  to  the  failure  to  give  notice  of  the 
existence  of  disease  for  which  proceedings 
could  be  taken  under  the  Diseases  of 
Animals  Acts.  The  long  immunity  from 
the  disease  which  Nondk  and  Sutlolk 
have  enjoyed  and  the  fact  that  in  several 


respects  it  resembles  other  animal  diseases 
would  alike  tend  to  allay  suspicion  as  to- 
the  real  character  of  the  outbreak. 

HoQseadjoamed  at  twenty  minates 
before  Five  of  the  clock,  to 
Tharaday  next,  haJf-paat  Ten  <rf 
the  clock. 


HOUSE    OF  COMMONS. 
Tttesdap,  I3th  Febrmrtf,  1900. 


PRIVATE  BILL  BUSINESS. 


PRIVATE  BILLS  [Lorfs]. 
Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Repoit  from  the  Examiners  of  Petitions 
for  Private  Bills,  that  in  respect  of  the 
Bills  comprised  in  the  List  reported  by 
the  Chairman  of  Ways  and  Afeans  as 
intended  to  originate  in  the  House 
Lords,  they  have  certified  that  the  Stand- 
ing Orders  have  been  complied  with  in 
the  following  case,  viz. :  — 

Cork  Electric  Tramways. 

And  that  they  have  certified  that  the 
Standing  Orders  have  not  been  complied 
with  in  the  following  case,  viz. : — 

Barnsley  Corporation. 

PHIVATE  BILL  PETITWNS  [LoixUJ 
(STANDING  ORDERS  NOT  COMPLIEI* 
WITH). 

Mr.  Speaker  laid  upon  the  Table 
Report  from  one  of  the  Examiners  of 
Petitions  for  Private  Bills,  that  in  the 
case  of  the  Petition  for  the  following 
Bill,  originating  in  the  Lords,  the  Stantf 
ing  Orders  have  not  been  complied  with, 
viz. : — 

Barnsley  Corporation  Bill  [Lords]. 

Ordered,  That  the  Report  be  referred 
to  the  Select  Committee  on  Standing 
Orders. 

ROCHDALE  CORPORATION  BILL. 

"  To  enable  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 
Burgesses  of  the  borough  of  Rochdale  to 
re-construct  the  existing  Tramways  in  the 
said  borough  when  required  by  them,  and 
to  construct  additions^!  Tramways  in  and 
adjacent  to  the  borough ;  and  to  make 
further  provisions  for  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  borough ;  asa.  for  other 
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purpoees."  Read  the 
read  a  second  time. 


first  time ;  to  be  |  to  indicate  b}  asterisks  or  otherwise  those 
I  not  carrying  the  mails  under  contract." — 
I  {Sir  John  Leng.) 


SOUTHPOKT  AND  LYTHAM 

TRAMROAD. 

Petition,  and  Bill  ordered  to  be  brought 
in  by  Mr.  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  GilUat^  and 
Sir  Joseph  Leese. 


QUESTIONS. 


PETITIONS. 


(iOVERNMKNT  PROPERTY  (EXEMP-  | 
TION  FROM  RATES).  I 

Petitions  from  Stepney,  for  alteration  i 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table.  ' 

NATIONAL  OLD  AGE  PENSIONS. 

Petition  from  Tipton,  in  favour  ;  to  lie 
upon  the  Table. 

SALE  OF  INTOXICATIN<;  LIQUORS 
ON  SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petition  from  Melton  Mowbray,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

TOWN  COUNCILS  (SCOTLAND)  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  from  Stornoway ; 
Pittenweem ;  and  Wigtown ;  to  lie  upon 
the  Table. 

VACCINATION  ACTS,  1867  TO  1898. 
Petition  from  Northwich,  for  alteration 
of  Law ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


TREATY  SERIES  (No.  4,  1900). 

Copy  presented, — of  Declaration  be- 
tween the  United  Kingdom  and  the 
Grand  Duchy  of  Luxemburg  respecting 
the  Keciprocal  Protection  of  Trade  Marks. 
Signed  at  Luxemburg,  25th  January, 
1900  [by  Command] ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

AMERICAN  MAILS. 
Betum  ordered,  "  Showing  the  number 
of  days,  hours,  and  minutes  occupied  in 
the  transit  of  Her  Majesty's  Mails,  both 
outward  and  inward,  earned  during  the 
year  1899  by  steamships  between  Queens- 
town  and  New  York,  and  also  betvfben 
Southampton  and  New  York,  the  RetiuTi 
to  specify  the  names  of  the  steamers,  and 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  WAR— COMMANDS 
AT  THE  FRONT. 

Sir  henry  HOWORTH  (Salford, 
S.) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  whether  the  several 
generals  in  command  at  the  front  in 
South  Africa  were  selected  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  War  or  by  the  Com- 
mander-in-Chief, or  whether  the  responsi- 
bility for  their  selection  was  shared  by 
the  two  officiids  just  named ;  and,  in  the 
case  of  any  general  in  command  of  a 
detached  army  in  the  field  in  South 
Africa,  with  whom  does  the  resjponsibility 
of  maintaining  him  in  his  positicm  or  of 
recalling  him  rest — with  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  War,  the  Commander-in-Chief, 
or  the  General  in  supreme  command  of 
;  Her  Majesty's  forces  in  South  Africa. 

I  *The    under    secretary  of 
STATE  TOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham, 
i  Dover) :  Selections  for  command  in  the 
I  field  are   made  by  the  Commander-in- 
I  Chief  subject  to  the  approval  of  the 
Secretary  of  State.     The  general  in  chief 
command  in  the  field  has  full  powers  in 
regard  to  his  subordinate  generals.  There 
i  need  be  no  mystery.    Every  selection  put 
'  forward  has  been  a]^»roved. 

PRISONERS  AT  MAFEKING. 
;    Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  (Kilkenny) : 
j  I  bee  to  ask  the  Under  Secreta^  of  State 

for  War  whether  he  will  cause  inquiry  to 
'  be  made  into  the  truth  of  the  statement 

alleged  to  have  been  made  by  Colonel 
I  Baden-Powell  to  the  effect  that  he  had 

forty  Fenian  prisoners,  including  the  late 
^  station-master  of  Mafekin^,  in  custody ; 
I  can  he  state  what  was  their  offence,  and 
I  why  they  were  described  as  Fenians ; 

and  whether  the  late  station-master  of 
!  Mafeking,  Mr.  Quinlan  (alleged  to  have 
,  been  shot),  is  still  a  prisoner. 

*Mr.  WNDHAM  :  No,  Sir.  As  I 
i  have  already  told  the  hon.  Member,  there 
is  no  information  whatever  in  the  War 
Office  on  this  subject,  and  I  cannot  under- 
take to  trouble  Lorid  Roberts  at  such  a 
time  with  questions  based  on  hearsay.  It 
would  be  more  unwarranted  in  this  than 
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in  other  cases,  because,  as  the  hon.  Mem- 
bers knows,  Lord  Roberts  cannot  com- 
Bimiicate  with  Colonel  Baden-Powoll. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN:  I  under- 
stand that  there  are  means  of  communi- 
cating. May  I  ask  how  it  is  that  letters 
can  come  direct  from  there,  and  yet  none 
i-each  the  War  Office  1 

[No  answer  was  given.] 


THE  MAIIERSFONTEIN  ENGA(;EMENT. 

Mr.  weir  (Ross  and  Cromarty):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  no  in- 
formation haa  been  sought  or  recraved  by 
the  War  Office  since  the  22nd  December  • 
last  in  regard  to  Major  Mackenzie,  of  the 
Seaforth  Highlanders,  will  further  steps  ' 
be  taken  to  ascertjiin  if  this  officer  is  still 
alive,  and  the  number  and  names    of  , 
Highlanders  buried  by  the  Boers  without  , 
identification  after  the  battle  of  Magers- 
fontein. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Endeavours  have 
been  made  to  obtain  information  in  regard 
to  Major  Mackenzie,  and  information  ha^ 
at  length  been  received  from  Pretoria 
that  he  is  not  a  prisoner  there,  and  that 
the  Transvaal  Government  is  trying  to 
find  out  whether  he  was  killed  and 
buried  on  the  field  of  battle.  It  would  . 
further  appear  that  the  enemy  seciu^  : 
the  identity  tickets  only  of  their  prisoners,  , 
and  not  of  the  dead  Highlatiders  who 
were  buried  on  the  spot,  and  I  am  afraid 
that  it  must  be  assumed  that  those  of  the 
men  reported  missing  who  have  not  since 
been  accounted  for  were  killed  and  buried 
therOk 

SPION  KOP. 

Caitain  NORTON  (Newington,  W.): 
I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of 
State  for  War  if  he  can  say  whether 
there  is  any  truth  in  the  statement  that 
no  party  of  Royal  Engineers  was  detailed 
in  the  first  instance  to  accompany  the 
battalions  attacking  Spion  Kop,  and  that 
no  such  party  was  sent  forward  until  it 
was  too  late  and  the  troops  were  in 
retreat ;  and  whether  as  a  conseqnence  of 
this  neglect  the  entrenchments  were  laid 
out  in  a  direction  which  rendered  the 
men  occupying  them  liable  to  a  severe 
reverse  fire. 

*Mr.  ^VYNDHAM:  Nothing  is  known 
of  the  matter  to  which  the  hon.  Member 
refers. 


SEPARATION  ALLOWANCES. 
Mr.  HAMMOND  (Carlow):  I  beg  t^> 
ask  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the  W*»r 
Office  if  any  separation  allowance  woaftrl 
be  made  to  the  widowed  mothetsf if  un- 
married men  at  present  serving  in  IriKfa 
Militia  regiments,  most  of  those  pencMi-* 
being  wholly  dependent  for  their  liveli- 
hood on  the  support  of  their  sons. 

♦The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY -n. 
THB  WAR  OFFICE  (Mr.  J.  Powell- 
Williams,  Birmingham,  S.) :  SepantifHi 
allowance  is  not  issued  in  such  cases.  Th«^ 
man,  however,  may,  if  he  chooses,  allot  a 
portion  of  his  pay  to  his  widowed  mother. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry,  N.) :  Is  th. 
hon.  Gentleman  awtire  that  mothers  *4 
th^  nnmarried  soldiers  are  now  chargi^ 
able  to  the  rates  in  Ireland  ?  Will  nut 
the  War  Office  make  some  pro\ii»i(wi  ftw 
them  t 

*Mr.  J.  POWFXL-WILLIAMS :  I  am 
not  aware  of  that.  We  can  only  proctwi 
according  to  the  Queen's  regulations.  Wr 
have  no  power  to  do  as  the  hon.  Member 
su^ests. 

COMMEMORATION  IN  SCHOOLS  OF 
DEEDS  OF  HEKOISM. 

Mk.  YERBURGH  (Chester) :  I  Iwg  t.. 
aak  the  Vice-President  of  the  Committee  i-f 
;  Council  on  Education  whether  his  alt«n- 
tion  has  been  drawn  to  a  letter  from  tbf 
I  Bishop  of  Chester  upon  the  proposal  to 
inscribe  upon  the  walls  of  our  publit 
elementary  schools  the  names  and  reconi 
of  their  old  scholars  who  have  distin- 
guished themselves  by  acts  of  heroism 
and  self-sacrifice,  or  have  earned  in  other 
ways  a  hieh  place  in  their  counuy- 
regard  ;  and  whether  the  Education  I>p- 
partment  will  sanction  this  proposal ;  ami 
if  so,  whether  be  would  take  steps  li> 
encourage  its  adoption. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  toe 
COMMITTEE  of  COUNCIL  on  EDI' 
CATION  (Sir  J.  GoR8T,  Camlniilis- 
University) :  The  Committee  of  Coancil 
consider  the  proposal  of  the  Bishop  <i 
Chester  a  most  excellent  one,  and  will  (!•• 
,  their  best  to  secure  its  adoption  by  thr 
managers  of  elementary  schoola. 


(iERMAN  POLICY 

Mr.  HEODEJ 
I         to  ask  t 
State  for  Forei 
^  Majesty's  Gove 
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from  the  Glerman  GoTernment  any  com-  whether  the  colonel  of  a  Militia  regiment 
munications  tending  to  modify  tae  de-  \  takes  the  declaration  of  his  men  who 
claiation  made  by  Baron  von  Marschall,  volunteer  for  foreign  service  m  masne,  or 
in  his  dispatches  to  Count  Hatzfeldt  of  \  each  individual  separately ;  and  with  what 
Ist  February  and  15th  October,  1895,  formalities. 


that  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  German 
policy  in  South  Africa  was  the  main- 
tenance of  the  Transvaal  as  an  indepen- 
dent State,  as  laid  down  in  the  Treaty  of 
1884,  and  a  guarantee  of  the  stattis  quo 
as  regards  the  railways  and  the  harbour 
of  Delagoa  Bay ;  and,  if  so,  whether  he 
can  state  in  what  way  and  to  what 
extent  any  such  communications  modify 


•Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  must  refer  the 
hon.  Member  to  my  reply  to  a  question 
put  on  Thursday,  the  8th  instant,  by  the 
hon.  Member  for  the  St.  Patrick's 
Division  of  Dublin. 

VOLUNTEER  COMMISSIONS. 
Colonel  MILWARD  (Stratford-upon- 


the  German  policy  as  declared  in  1895  ;  |  .  i  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 

and  whether  Her  Majesty's  Government ;  sj^te  for  War  whether  it  is  the  inten- 
propose  to  give  to  Parliament  any  infor- :  t^^^     j^^e  Government  to  offer  commis- 


mation  tending  to  show  what  the  German 
policy  is  at  present.  ' 

*The    under    secretary  ok 

STATE  FOR  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS  (Mr. 
Brodrick,  Surrey,  Guildford) :  No  com- 
munication has  been  received  from 
the  Gei-man  Grovernment  on  the  subject 
of  the  Convention  of  1884,  which  as  a 
matter  of  fact  has,  through  the  existence 
of  a  state  of  war,  terminated. 

TRANSVAAL  GOLD  MINES. 
Mr.     GIBSON    BOWLES  (Lynn 
Regis) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secre- 


sions  in  the  Line  to  officers  serving  in  the 
Volunteer  force  as  welt  a^to  those  serving 
in  the  Militia. 

•Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  Yes,  Sir. 

!  SWISS  MILITARY  SYSTEM. 

Mr.  SEELY  (Lincoln) :  I  beg  to  ask 

!  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
whether  the  War  Office  have  any  report 
on  the  Swiss  military  system ;  and 
whether,  if  there  is  one,  he  could  have  it 

I  printed  as  a  Parliamentary  Paper. 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  handbook  of 


tary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs  whether  ;  ^^e  Swiss  Army,  1398,  prepared  by  the 
Her  Majesty's  Government  have  received  :  Intelligence  Department,  has  been  pul>- 
any  intimation  of  the   concurrence   of  '  jighed,  and  will  doubtless  give  the  hop. 


foreign  Powers  with  the  notice  issued  by 
Sir  Alfred  Milner  on  26th  January,  1900, 
pledging  Her  Majesty's  Government  to 
refuse  to  recognise,  and  to  treat  as 
invalid,  confiscations  of  gold  mines  in  the 
Transvaal  owned  by  British  or  other 
subjects,  whether  carried  out  by  the 
executive  or  tinder  colour  of  legisuition ; 


Member  the  information  be  wishes  to 
obtain ;  it  can  be  bought  at  a  very  small 
price. 

"  MILITARY    AUTHORITIEK"  —  THE 
ROYAL  HORSE  ARTILLERY. 

•Sir  JOHN  COLOMB  (Great  Yar- 
mouth) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary 


if  so,  does  to  concurrence  extend  to  I  j  y^^' ^  a^  to  give  the  names  of  the 
cases  in-  which  the  confiscated  gold  mine  _      .  o    .      ,        .  , 


has  been,  after  confiscation  according  to 
the  terms  of  law,  sold  by  the  Transvaal 
Government  to  subjects  of  the  foreign 
Powers  in  question  ;  and  will  he  lay  upon 


military  authorities  referred  to  in  the 
House  on  13th  July,  1887,  by  the  then 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  as  having  pro- 
posed the  conversion  of  fourteen  field 
batteries  into  ammunition  columns.  I  beg 


the  Table  of  this  House  the  correspon- !       ^  ^^^^^  Secretaiy  of  State 

dence  which  has  passed  relative  to  this  ,       ^y^^  ^        ^j^^  ^  the  mili- 

subject.  I         authorities  who  recommended  or 

*Mr.  brodrick  :  No  such  intimation  .  approved  the  reduction  of  Royal  Horse 
has  been  i-eceived,  nor  has  there  been  any  ,  Artillery  in  1887. 
correspondence  with  foreign  Powers.  '  „.,.    ,  , 

*^  ^  •Mr.  WYNDHAM :  Tn  reply  to  these 

FOREIGN  '  questions  put  by  the  hon.  and  gallant 
;  Member,  I  can  only  refer  him  to  the  reply 
which  I  gave  on  Friday.     I  am  unable 
to  trace  the  statement  mentioned  by  the 


MILITIA  REGIMENTS  AND 
SERVICE. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War 
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hon.  Member  as  having  been  made  by  the 
then  Secretary  of  State  for  War  on  July 
13th,  1887.  If  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  referred  to  the  military  authorities, 
he  no  doubt  referred  to  his  military 
advisers  on  the  Headquarters  Staff. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB:  If  the  hon. 
Gentleman  ob|ects  to  giving  the  names  of 
the  authorities  responsible,  will  he  say  if 
any  of  them  are  stAl  advisers  of  the  War 
Office? 

*Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  If  the  hon.  and 
gallant  Member  will  look  up  the  Head- 
quarters list  at  the  date  he  refers  to,  he 
will  find  an  answer  to  his  question.  Lord 
Wolseley,  of  (wurse,  was  not  Commander- 
in-Chief  at  that  time. 

*SiR  JOHN  COLOMB:  The  hon.  Gentle- 
man forgets  the  definition  he  gave  me  of 
military  authorities  as  the  Commander-in- 
Chief  and  the  Army  Board,  for  there  was 
no  Army  Board  in  1887. 

WAR   OFFICE  REOR(JANISATIOX 
COMMITTEE. 

Captain  NORTON :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  if  he 
can  state  when  the  War  Office  Reorganisa- 
tion Committee,  presided  over  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  tbe  War  Office,  and 
appointed  in  October,  1898,  expects  to' 
conclude  its  labours ;  what  progress  has 
been  made  in  the  methods  of  conducting 
business  in  the  Adjutant  General's, 
Ordnance,  and  Accountant  General's 
Departments;  whether  the  Department  of 
Works  and  Buildings,  for  which  the  In- 
spector General  of  P'ortifications  is  re^mn- 
siblej  has  been  overhauled  by  the  Com- 
mittee ;  and  when,  in  view  of  the 
increasing  public  interest  in  the  proper 
conduct  of  all  departments  of  the  Army, 
the  Secretary  of  State  will  be  able  to 
place  upon  the  Table  of  the  House  a 
report  of  the  results  of  the  inquiry  of  that 
Committee,  which  has  been  sitting  for  the 
past  sixteen  months. 

*Mr.  J.POWELL-WILLIAMS :  I  would 
refer  the  hon.  Member  to  the  answer 
which  .1  gave  to  the  hon.  Member  for 
South  Donegal  on  this  subject  yesterday, 
but  I  may  observe  that  the  scope  of  the 
inquiry  was  by  no  means  as  extensive  as 
the  terms  of  the  question  would  suggest. 

Captain  NORTON :  My  question  was 
not  quite  the  same,  and  the  hon.  Gentle- 


man has  left  two  or  three  points  un- 
answered. 

IRISH  GARRISONS. 
Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL  (Cavan,  W.) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
for  War  whether  it  is  contemplated  to 
concentrate  any  large  body  of  troops  in 
either  Midlingar  or  Longford  in  the  near 
future  ;  and  whether  the  War  Office  have 
had  laid  before  them  plans  for  the  erection 
I  of  a  lat^  military  station  in  one  or  other 
I  of  these  towns  ;  and,  if  so,  will  there  he 
'  any  statement  made  to  the  House  on  the 
j  subject. 

1  *Mr.  \VYNDHAM:  The  answer  to 
I  both  parts  of  the  question  is  in  the 
'  negative. 

;  ARMY  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  (Aberdeenshire,  E): 
I  bee  to  ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  Stale 
for  W&T  when  the  Army  Estimates  will 
be  issued  to  Members. 

•Mr.  J.  POW'ELL-WILLIAMS:  We 
hope  to  issue  them  in  about  three  weeks. 
,  With  the  changes  in  contemplation^  and 
J  the  war  in  progress,  the  preparation  ti( 
I  estimates  necessarily  occupies  more  than 
I  the  ordinary  time. 


srri'HEss[()\  OF  riots  by  the 

MILITARY. 

*Mr.  n.  A.  THOMAS  <MerthyrTydvU): 
,  I  l>eg  to  ask  Mr.  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
I  chequer  whether,  as  a  consequence  of  the 
recent  decision  of  the  Appeal  Court,  that 
I  the    expenses   of   troops  employed  t** 
suppress  rioting  is  an  Imperial  and  not  a 
local  charge,  the   Government  propose 
legislating  with  a  view  to  placing  such 
{  expense  in  future  upon  county  ooujiciIb.  . 

,  *Mr.  J.  POWELL-WILLIAMS :  The 
'  question  of  legislation  on  the  subject 
I  is  under  consideration,   but  the  hon. 

Member  does  not  accurately  state  the 
I  decision  of  the  Court.  It  was  not  to  the 
effect  that  the  costs  were  an  Imperial 
charge.  The  Court  did  not  decide  the 
point  by  whom  the  costs  are  payable. 

*Mr.  I>.  a.  THOMAS :  Can  the  hon. 
Gentleman  say  whether  the  Court  of 
Appeal  did  not  uphold  the  decision  of 
Justices  Darling  and  Chaniiell,  which  was 
that  the  expenses  should  be  defrayed  not 
out  of  local  but  out  of  Imperial  funds  t 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1365 


QuesHoiis. 


{13  February  1900} 


1366 


♦Mr.  J.  POWELL  WILLIAMS  :  I  am 
iufonued  that  the  decision  was  not  to 
that  effect.  It  was  that  the  local  authori- 
ties were  not  liable.  It  did  not  say  who 
was  liable.  The  Court  of  Appeal  upheld 
^he  learned  judges'  decision. 

MALTA— INSANITARY  CONDITION 
OF  BARRACKS,  ETC. 

Mr.  STEVENSON  (Suffolk,  Eye) :  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
•Cmonies  whether  he  will  consider  the 
propriety  of  appointing  an  Inter-Depart- 
mental Committee,  upon  which  the  Trea- 
sury, War  Office,  and  Admiralty  would 
be  represented,  for  the  purpose  of  investi- 
gating the  complaints  which  have  recently 
}teen  made  as  to  the  unsatisfactory  condi- 
tion of  the  barracks,  hospitals,  and  burial 
grounds  at  Malta,  with  a  view  to  the 
■adoption  of  remedial  measures  in  the 
interest  of  the  health  of  the  soldiers  and 
■sailors  at  that  station,  and  of  the  families 
>of  officials  employed  at  the  dockyard  at 
Valetta. 

The  SECRETAKY  of  STATE  fok 
THE  COLONIES  (Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birmingham.  W.)  :  I  have  not  contem- 
plated such  a  Committee  as  necessary,  but 
will  confer  with  the  heads  of  the  other 
Departments  named  as  to  its  expediency. 

TONGA. 

Mr.  HOG.AN  (Tippeiary,  Mid):  I 
hes  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
€ol  ionies  whether  the  proclamation  of  the 
jiative  kingdom  of  Tonga  as  an  exf^lu- 
aively  British  sphere  of  induenee  involves 
any  change  in  the  present  government  or 
political  constitution  of  the  group  ;  if  so, 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  contemplated 
-changes ;  and  has  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment assumed  responsibility  for  any 
financial  indebtedness  of  Tonga  to  Ger- 
many or  to  German  traders^ 

Mr.  J,  CHAMBERLAIN:  No  state- 
ment can  be  made  as  to  the  future  posi- 
tion of  Tonga  pending  the  result  of  Mr^ 
Thomson's  mission  to  discuss  the  subject 
with  the  King.  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  not  assumed  any  financial 
responsibility  for  Tongan  indebtedness. 

COLONIAL  RUM. 

■Mr.  LAWRENCE  (Liverpool,  Aber- 
crombie) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of 


State  for  the  Colonies  when  he  proposes 
to  lay  on  the  Table  the  return  r^arding 
local  excise  duties  on  colonial  rum. 

Mr.  J.  CHAMBERLAIN :  The  Paper 
was  laid  in  dummy  in  October  last,  the 
answers  from  the  colonics  being  then 
nearly  all  received ;  since  that  date  a  few 
further  papers  have  been  received,  and 
the  whole  are  now  in  print,  but  owing  to 
the  pressure  of  more  urgent  work  in  the 
printing  branch,  the  revision  has  not  as 
yet  been  completed.  It  is  hoped,  how- 
over,  that  the  return  will  be  delivered 
within  a  month  from  the  present  time. 

THE  LATE  MR.  STOKES. 
Mr.  HEDDERWICK  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
Affairs  when  the  Government  received 
the  compensation  money  paid  by  Belgium 
in  respect  of  the  hanging  of  the  late  Mr. 
Stokes  ;  and  whether  the  money  has  yet 
been  paid  over  to  Mr.  Stokes'  widow ;  if 
so,  wben. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  (1)  Yes  ;  the  sum  of 
150,000f.  (£5,922  12s.  .3d.)  was  paid  on 
the  9th  November,  1895,  and  was  in- 
vested in  the  Two-and-Three-Quarter  per 
Cent.  Consolidated  Stock.  ( . )  Mr. 
Stokes'  widow  died  before  the  money  was 
paid  to  Her  Majesty's  Ctovernment.  An 
allowance  has  since  been  made  to  the 
support  of  the  family,  and  a  deed  is  about 
to  be  completed  investing  the  capital  in 
the  name  of  trustees,  of  whom  Mr. 
Greene,  Member  for  Shrewsbury,  is  one, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  daughter,  Nellie 
Stokes. 

NEW    HEBRIDES— SALE   OF  SPIRITS 
AND  FIREARMS  TO  NATIVES. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign  Affairs 
whether  any  measure  of  success  has  yet 
attended  the  remonstrances  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  against  the  sale  of 
spirits  and  firearms  to  the  natives  of  the 
New  Hebrides  by  French  traders. 

Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No  answer  has 
been  obtained  from  the  French  Govern- 
ment. 


BRITISH    NORTH  BORNEO  -  TREAT- 
MENT OF  NATIVES.' 

Mr.  WEIR :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies  if  he  will 
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state  the  nature  of  the  differences  which  ' 
have  arisen  between  the  native  population  | 

and  the"  Chartered  Company  of  British  i 
North  Borneo ;  have  any  efforts  been ' 
made  by  the  British  North  Borneo  Com-  '■ 
pany  to  discuss  the  grievances  of  the ' 
natives  with  a  view  to  an  amicable  settle- , 
ment,  as  on  a  previous  occasion,  when  > 
Mat  Salleh  delivered  his  sword  to  Mr.  | 
Cowie,  the  manager  of  the  British  North  \ 
Borneo   Company ;  will  he  state  the 
nature  of  the  expedition  sent  against  Mat 
tjalleh  and  his  followers;  and  whether 
the  expenses  will  be  charged  to  the 
British  taxpayer  or  to  the  British  North 
Borneo  Company. 

*Mr.  BRODRICK  :  No  differences  have 
arisen  so  far  as  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment are  aware  between  the  British  North 
Borneo  Company  and  the  native  popula- 
tion in  the  company's  territory,  except  in 
the  case  of  Mat  Salleh  and  his  inimeoiate 
followers.  Every  effort  was  made  by  the 
officers  of  the  company  to  enter  into  com- 
munication with  Mat  Salleh,  but  he 
declined  to  respond,  and  two  of  the  com- 
pany's messengers  who  were  conveying  a 
friendly  message  to  him  were  murdered 
by  his  followers.  The  expedition  against 
Mat  Salleh  was  composed  of  about  150 
men  of  the  company's  police,  and  the 
whole  cost  vriU  be  borne  by  the  company. 


GEKMAN    RAILWAYS   IN  ASIA. 

Mr.  MACLEAN  (Caniiff) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs  if  the  attention  of  Her 
Majesty's  Government  has  been  called  to 
the  action  of  Russia  and  Germany  in 
constructing  railways  across  the  Asiatic 
Continent,  and  especially  to  the  concession 
made  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  for  a 
German  line  as  far  as  the  seaport  of 
Bussorah  in  the  Persian  Gulf,  and  to  the 
consolidation  of  the  commercial  and 
financial  authority  of  Russia  in  Northern 
Persia ;  and  what  steps  the  Foreign  Office 
is  taking  to  maintain  British  interests  in 
that  part  of  the  world,  and  to  prevent  the 
control  of  railways  up  to  the  Indian 
frontier  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
foreign  PoM'ers. 

•Mr.  BRODRICK:  Her  Majesty's 
Government  are  aware  of  the  concession 
given  by  the  Sultan  of  Turkey  for  a 
German  line  to  the  seaport  of  Bussorah, 
and  of  the  progress  of  Russian  railways 


in  Asia.  If  and  when  British  interests 
are  affected  Her  Majesty's  Cbremment 
will  take  whatever  steps  are  necessary  to 
maintain  them. 


THE  GERMAN  NAVY. 

Mr.  GIBSON  BOWLES :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Under  Secretarj*  of  State  for 
Foreign  Affairs,  have  Her  Majesty's 
Grovemment  any  information  relative  to 
any  communicai/ions  or  negotiations 
between  the  Gkivemment  of  Germany 
and  the  Government  of  the  Netherlands 
relative  to  the  co-operation  of  Holland 
with  Grermany  in  the  development  of  a 
largely  increased  German  Navy. 

Mr.  BRODRICK:  The  answer  is  in 
the  negative. 

INDIAN  RAILWAY  SURVEYS. 
Mr.  MACLEAN :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  India  whether,  in 
the  year  1876,  a  large  survey  party  was 
assembled  on  the  Indian  frontier  ander 
instructions  from  the  Government  of 
India  to  initiate  all  the  preliminary 
arrangements  for  linking  together  the 
Indian  and  Russian  railway  systems ;  and 
whether  the  proposed  operations  of  thw 
survey  party  were  countermanded  by  a 
cable  message  from  the  India  Office  in 
London. 

The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  vor 
INDIA  (Lord  G.  Hamilton,  Middlesex, 
Ealing)  :  There  is  no  trace  of  any  record 
in  the  India  Office  of  any  such  transaction. 

THE  PEN  TRADE. 
*Sir  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester- 
shire, Forest  of  Dean) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Home  Depart- 
ment whether  the  inquiries  of  the  inspec- 
tors into  the  complaints  as  to  the  need  for 
an  order  for  particulars  in  the  pen  trade 
are  yet  complete  ;  and,  if  so,  whether  an 
order  is  to  be  made. 

*The  SECRETARY  of  STATE  tor 
THE  HOME  DEPARTMENT  (Sir  M. 
White  Ridley,  Lancashire,  Blackpool): 
I  have  received  the  inspectors*  reports  on 
this  matter,  and  the  question  <n  issuing 
an  order  is  still  under  my  consideration. 

GLEN  CLELLAND  COLLIERS. 

Mr.  WOODS  (Essex,  Walthamstow) : 
X  beg  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
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the  Home  Department  whether  his  atten- 
tion has  been  called  to  a  fatal  accident 
which  happened  on  8th  August  last  at 
the  Glen  Clelland  Colliery  in  Scotland, 
belonging  to  Messrs.  Kerr  and  Mitchell, 
whereby  a  Russian  Pole  named  Stanis- 
laus Ambrozi^'iczus  met  with  his  death  ; 
whether  he  is  aware  that  the  man  did  not 
understand  the  English  language,  and 
that  he  worked  in  the  mine  with  another 


young  people  at  their  homes ;  and,  if  not, 
whether  he  will  consider  the  desirability 
of  introducing  a  short  Bill  to  stop  it. 

*Thk  lord  advocate  (Mr.  A.. 
Graham  Murray,  Buteshire) :  In  reply 
to  the  first  paragraph  of  the  question,  I 
have  no  special  information,  but  I  do  not 
doubt  that  distillers,  like  other  manufac- 
turers, distribute  samples  of  their  wares. 


Pole  who  was  also  ignorant  of  the  English  !  reply  to  the  second  paragraph,  such 
language;  whether  his   attention  has  i  ^'^'^"^"tion  is  lawful,  and  I  have  no 


been  drawn  to  the  statement  of  the  jury 
at  the  inquest  in  their  verdict,  tliat 
neither  of  these  two  men  were  able  to 
speak  or  understand  the  English  language, 
and  that  their  experience  of  mining  was 
very  limited ;  and  in  their  opinion,  in 
such  an  occupation  as  coal  mining,  the 
fact  that  any  workman  who  was  unable 
to  understand  the  orders  or  warnings 
addressed  to  him  constituted  a  danger  to 
t>oth  himself  and  his  fellow-workmen  ; 
whether  the  employment  of  two  such 
men  by  the  management  is  a  contra- 
vention of  Rule  39  of  the  Coal  Mines 
Regulation  Act ;  and  whether  he  will 
cause  full  inquiry  into  the  circumstances 
of  this  case,  and  take  such  steps  as  will 
give  effect  to  the  opinion  expressed  by 
the  jury  who  tried  tins  case. 


reason  to  believe  that  it  has  any  such  in- 
jurious effects  as  to  call  for  legislation. 

SCOTTISH  FISHERY  CUUISEil. 
Mr.  weir  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord 
Advocate  whether  he  is  now  in  a  position 
to  state  when  the  new  cruiser  for  the' 
Scottish  Fishery  Board  will  be  ready  for 
service ;  and,  it  not,  will  he  say  if  tenders 
have  yet  been  invited. 

*Mr.  a.  GRAHAM  MURRAY :  The 
question  of  a  new  cruiser  for  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  fisheries  is  receiving  the 
earnest  attention  of  the  Fishery  Board, 
and  no  time  whatever  is  being  lost  in 
carr3ring  out  the  necessary  negotiations. 
I  may  ^d  that  the  Secretary  for  Scotland 
cannot  undertake  to  give  further  informa- 
tion at  present. 


*Sm  M.  WHITE  RIDLEY :  I  find  on 
inquiry  that  the  facts  of  the  case  are  sub- 
stantially in  accordance  with  the  first 
three  paragraphs.  But  there  does  not 
appear  to  have  been  any  contravention  of 
Rule39.    I  amMnformed  by  the  inspector  "l^ 

fnr  thfl  AMot  t,h«f.  h«  h«s  pfl«^t«dlv  i  whether  the  collection  of  gold  ornaments 

bequeathed  by  the  late  oignor  Giuiiaiio 


VICTORIA  AND  ALBERT  MUSEUM. 
Lord  BALGABRES  (Lancashire,  Ghor- 
ley) :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education 


for  the  district  that  he  has  repeatedly 
impressed  their  responsibility  upon  the  ! 
mine  ownera  who  employ  Polish  work- ; 
men ;  and  that  the  Al»tract  of  the  Mines 
Acta  and  the  Special  Rules  have  been  ' 
translated  into  Russian  for  the  benefit  of  1 
these  workmen.  He  adds  that  no  acci- 1 
(lent  caused  by  their  ignorance  of  the  ' 
English  language  has  hitherto  come  to 
his  knowledge. 

SCOTCH  WHISKY  SAMPLES. 
*Mr.  JOHN  \\aLSON  (Lanarkshire, 
Govan) ;  I  beg  to  ask  the  Lord  Advocate 
if  he  is  aware  that  small  sample  bottles  of 
whisky  are  being  freely  distributed  to 
dwelling-houses  in  Scotland  by  repre- 
sentatives of  distillers  and  spirit  dealers ; 
and  whether  it  is  possible  under  the 
existing  law  to  prevent  this  practice  of 
promoting  drinking  by  placing  special 
temptations  in  the  way  of  women  and 


to  the  Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  and 
recently  stolen,  has  been  recovered ; 
whether  the  police  force  in  the  Museum 
had  been  reduced  prior  to  the  robbery  ; 
and  if  it  is  likely  to  be  increased. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  the  question  is  in  the 
negative.  None  of  the  ornaments  havebeen 
recovered.  In  answer  to  the  second  and 
third  paragraphs  I  may  say  that  the 
police  force  was  reduced  four  and  a  half 
years  ago.  Since  t^e  robbery  it  has  been 
again  increased. 

SCIENCE  AND  ART  DEPARTMENT- 
COUNCIL  OF  ADVICE  FOR  ART 
MATTERS. 

Lord  BALCARRES  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Vice  -  President  of  the  Committee  of 
Comicil  on  Education  whether  the  four 
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•artists  recently  appointed  as  a  council  of 
advice  for  lot  matters  relating  to  the 
Science  and  Art  Department  will  be  at 
liberty  to  advise  on  administrative  or 
<3epartmental  questions  concerning  the 
Art  Museum ;  whether  they  will  advise 
on  the  authenticity  of  objects  offered  for 
purchase ;  whether  they  are  to  be  paid  for 
thoir  services ;  and  whether  they  will 
meet  at  regular  intervals. 

Sir  J.  GORST :  The  answer  to  the 
first  paragraph  is  No.  The  answer  to  the 
second  paragraph  is  that  they  will  advise 
on  the  artistic  value  of  objects.  The 
•answer  to  the  third  paragraph  is  in  the 
affirmative.  The  answer  to  the  fourth 
paragraph  is  that  they  will  meet  at  regular 
tiines,  and  also  whenever  required. 

FOOT-AND-MOUTH  DISEASE  UEUULA- 
TIONS. 

Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid) : 
I  beg  to  ask  the  President  of  the  Board 
of  Agriculture  whether  his  attention  has 
been  called  to  a  resolution  of  the  Norfolk 
Chamber  of  Agriculture  urging  him  to 
insist  upon  the  immediate  slaughter  of 
diseased  cattle,  and  asking  for  some 
modification  of  the  restrictions,  so  as  to 
allow,  by  special  licence,  fat  cattle,  sheep, 
and  pigs  to  be  moved  from  the  scheduled 
districts  to  slaughter-houses ;  and  whether 
he  is  able  to  grant  either  or  both  of  these 
concessions. 

*Thk  first  COMMISSIONER  of 
WORKS  (Mr.  Akeks  Douclas,  Kent, 
St.  Augustine,  for  Mr.  Lox(i) :  The 
attention  of  my  right  hon.  friend  has 
been  called  to  the  suggestions  made  by 
the  Norfolk  Chamber  of  Agriculture,  and 
he  asks  me  to  say  that  experience  has 
shown  that  the  slaughter  of  cattle  affected 
with  foot  and  mouth  disease  is  in  some 
cases  more  likely  to  be  instrumental  in 
spreading  the  disease  than  their  isolation 
under  strict  conditions.  The  course  to 
be  adopted  must  therefore  be  settled  by 
reference  to  the  particular  circumstances 
of  each  individual  case,  ^^'ith  regard  to 
the  movement  of  animals  for  slaughter, 
my  right  hon.  friend  hopes  to  be  in  a 
position  to  give  some  relief  in  this  direc- 
tion in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two. 

UNCLAIMED  WAGES  OF  DECEASED 
SEAMEN. 

Sir  j,  LENG  (Dundee)  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Boara  of  Trade  how 


the  unclaimed  balance  for  the  vear 
1S98-9  of  X6,757,  in  respect  of  the  wages 
and  effects  of  deceased  seamen,  will  be 
applied,  and  for  what  purpose  j£l7J47 
has  been  acctunulated  under  this  head 
since  the  year  1893-4. 

The  PRESIDENT  of  the  BOARD 
OF  TRADE  (Mr.  Ritchie,  Croydon): 
The  unclaimed  balance  of  the  estates  of 
deceased  seamen  for  the  year  1898-9  of 
£5,737  will  be  applied  to  the  payment  (rf 
claims  on  the  estates  it  represents.  After 
six  years  what  balance  is  still  unclaimed 
will  be  paid  over  to  the  Exchequer  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  the  Mer- 
chant Shipping  (Mercantile 'Marine  Fund) 
Act  of  1898.  The  sum  of  £17,747  has 
been  accumulated  under  this  head  to 
comply  with  this  Act  and  the  Merchant 
Shipping  Act  of  1894,  which  do  not  per- 
mit the  Board  of  Trade  to  deai  with  the 
unclaimed  estates  of  deceased  seamen  till 
six  years  after  their  receipt,  and  require 
the  Board  after  that  period  to  pay  the 
balance  then  unclaimed  into  the  Ex- 
chequer. Previously  to  the  Act  of  1898 
they  were  paid  into  the  Mercantile 
Marine  Fund. 


POSTAGE   RATES   TO  SitLTHERN 
ITALY. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury,  as  representing  the 
Postmaster  General,  whether  he  has  seen, 
at  page  24  of  the  recently  issued 
Consular  Report  on  Southern  Italy,  the 
statement  that  hardly  a  day  passes  on 
which  surcharged  letters  are  not  left  at 
the  Consulate,  many  if  not  most  ttf  them 
for  seamen,  to  whom  the  payment  of 
threepence  per  letter  is  a  severe  tax  : 
and  whether  any  steps  are  practicable 
that  would  remedy  this  grievance. 

The  FINANCIAL  SECRETARY  to 
THE  TREASURY  (Mr.  Hanbury,  Prva- 
ton) :  Notices  have  l)ecn  exhibite<l  in 
every  post  office  warning  the  public  that 
penny  postage  is  only  applicable  to  cer- 
tain specified  parts  of  the  British  Empire, 
and  that  for  all  other  parts  of  the  world, 
including  of  cuurse  Italy,  the  2id.  rate 
remains  imchanged.  The  correct  rates 
are  duly  set  forth  in  the  Posta]  Guide;, 
which  may  be  seen  at  any  post  office  in 
the  United  Kingdom ;  and  several  com- 
munications have  been  sent  to  the  news- 
papers on  the  subject. 
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CIVIL   SERVICE  ESTIMATES. 

Mr.  BUCHANAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  when  the  Sup- 
plementary Civil  Service  Estimates  will 
be  issued. 

Mr.  HANBURY  :  I  hope  that  they 
will  be  circulated  to-morrow  morning. 

ADULTERATION  OF  IRISH  WHISKY 
IN  BOND. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
8.)  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to 
the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  if 
excise  officers  in  Belfast  have  recently 
found  in  a  bonded  store  a  cask  of  whisky 
30  per  cent,  weaker  than  it  ought  to  have 
been;  whether  the  matter  has  been 
referred  to  the  Board  of  Customs ;  and 
whether  any  penalty  has  been  or  will  be 
inflicted. 

Mr.  HANBURY :  The  revenue  officers 
employed  in  a  bonded  warehouse  in 
Belfast  under  the  Customs  lately  found 
that,  after  ths  contents  of  a  number  of 
casks  of  British  plain  spirits  had  been 
blended — which  operation  should  have 
made  the  whole  to  bo  of  miiform 
strength— and  drawn  off  into  separate 
casks,  the  spirits  in  one  of  the  casks 
proved,  on  being  tried,  to  be  of  consider- 
ably lower  strength  than  that  of  the  bulk, 
for,  whereas  the  strength  of  the  bulk  was 
22"5  degrees  over  proof,  the  contents  of 
this  cask  were  found  to  be  of  a  strength 
of  only  12'3  degrees  under  proof,  or  34-8 
<legrees  below  the  proper  strength.  The 
matter  having  been  reported  to  the 
Board  of  Customs,  and  the  explanation  of 
the  warehouse-keepei^  not  being  satis- 
factoiy,  the  Board  have  directed  the 
seizure  of  the  cask  in  question  and  its 
contents. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON:  Wilt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  give  the  name 
of  the  owner,  because  there  are  a 
numl>er  of  innocent  people  in  Belfast  who 
may  be  implicated  ? 

Mr.  HANBURY:  I  don't  know  the 
name. 

Mr.  PATRICK  O'BRIEN :  Was  not 
the  whisky  extracted  from  the  cask 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  owner,  by 
a  thirsty  Orangeman,  who  put  water  in 
its  place  ) 


♦Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON :  Is  not 
the  person  referred  to  in  the  question 
Mr.  Samuel  Young,  the  Member  for 
Cavan  1 

Mr.  SAMUEL  YOUNG  (Cavan,  E.) : 
I  hope  to  be  protected  from  these  attacks. 

I  am  not  the  person. 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order ! 

AUSTRALIAN  MINTS. 

Mr.  HOGAN  :  I  beg  to  ask  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  replies 
have  now  been  received  from  all  the 
Australian  (governments  concerned  in 
the  question  of  the  coining  of  silver  in 
the  colonial  branches  of  the  Royal  Mint ; 
and  vrhether  any  decision  has  been 
arrived  at. 

Mr.    HANBURY:    No,  Sir.  The 

Treasury  have  received  no  communica- 
tion on  the  subject  since  I  stated  the 
position  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the 
hon.  Member  on  the  UAih  of  October  last. 

IRISH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCILS. 
Mr.  ENGLEDEW  {Kildare,  N.):  I 
beg  to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the 

1  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  the 
Government  will  introduce  a  short  Act, 

I  allowing  the  reduction  of  the  number  of 
members  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum 

I  of  rural  district  councillors  at  their  meet- 
ings from  one-fourth  to  one-eiglith,  pro- 
Wded  such  proportion  of  one-eighth  does 
not  reduce  the  number  to  less  than  eight 
members,  in  which  case  the  latter  number 
should  constitute  a  quorum. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  vor 
IRELAND  {Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderry, 
N.)  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfouk)  :  The 
I  Government  are  considering  the  pro- 
priety of  introducing  a  short  amending 
Bill,  dealing,  amongst  other  things,  with 
the  matter  mentioned  in  the  question. 

ROYAL  IRISH  C(»NSTABULARY. 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Mird 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware 
that  a  circular  has  been  issued  to  the 
Royal  Irish  Constabulary  in  Ireland 
suspending  the  granting  of  leave  of 
absence  except  in  very  urgent  cases,  and 
that  the  issuing  of  this  circular  has  caused 
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great  disappointment  in  the  police  force ; ,  put  by  the  hon.  Member  on  the  5th 
and  whether  he  will  have  this  objection- ,  instant.  I  have  nothing  to  add  to  the 
able  circular  withdrawn.  '  reply  given  by  me  on  that  occasion. 

Mr.   ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. ' 
lULP'ouii) ;  No  such  circular  has  ever 
lieen  issued  to  the  Constabulary. 


WESTPORT  LANDLORDS. 
Dr.  AMBliOSE  (Mayo,  W.) :  I  beg 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  is 
aware  that  there  are  se^-eral  landlords  in 
the  neigh  Iwurhood  of  Westport,  County 
.Mayo,  who  are  anxious  to  sell  their  estates 
to  the  Congested  Districts  Board  ;  and  if 
he  can  give  any  re^ns  why  the  Con- 
gested Districts  Board  will  not  purchase 
such  estates. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :  I  am  not  aware  what  may  I>e 
the  views  of  landlords  such  as  those 
referred  to,  save  so  far  as  they  may  be 
disclosed  in  confidential  negotiations 
which  may  have  passed  between  them 
and  the  Congested  Districts  Bouxl.  It 
would  obviously  be  improper  to  disclose 
information  so  obtained. 


IRISH  POOR  LAW  OFFICERS' 
SALARIES. 

Mr.  HAMMOND:  I  beg  to  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 
Ireland  from  what  source  hiis  i>eeu  paid  ^ 
to  the  local  Poor  Law  Boards  of  Ireland  ! 
the  Government  allowance  on  account  of  j 
the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  medical  ' 
officers  of  workhouses  and  dispensaries  I 
for  the  quarter  ending  3Ist  March,  1898.  | 

Mit.   ATKINSON  (for   Mr.   G    W.  , 
Balfour)  :  Recoupment  in  respect  of  the 
salaries  mentioned  in  the  question  for  ■ 
the  period  ended  3l8t  March,  1898,  was  ; 
made  out  of  moneys  voted  by  Parliament.  ! 

IRISH     JUDICIAL    APPfUNTMENTS-  ' 
RELIGIOUS  DISABILITIES. 

Mr.  DALY:  I  beg  to  ask  the  Chief 
ScCi-etiii  r  tci  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ire- 
Imiil  whrihcr  he  can  state  if  the  right 
Ihki.  I  In-  Lord  Chief  Justice,  Sir  Peter 
U'Jirieji,  is  qualified  to  act  as  a  Lord 
•histicti  for  the  Grovernment  in  Ireland  ; 
MDd,  il  ool,  whether  he  can  state  if  it  is 
becaUK  lie  is  a  Roman  Catholic 

Mi;.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal 
JgQHtt^j:  This  question  is  similar  to  one 


IRISH  COUNTY  COURT  PRIXTlN«i. 
Mr.  ENGLEDEW  :  I  beg  t»  ask  the 
Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  of 

Ireland  whether  the  cost  of  printing  and 
advertisements  in  connection  with  the 
assize  and  county  courts  and  the  office  of 
the  clerk  of  the  Crown  and  Peace  can  l>e 
charged  on  the  funds  of  the  county 
councils  in  Ireland,  ha\-ing  regard  to  the 
fact  that  the  salaries  of  the  judges  and 
officers  of  such  courts  are  paid  from  the 
Imperial  Exchequer. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  ilr.  G.  W.  Bal 

four)  :  The  cost  of  the  printing  and 
advertisements  mentioned  must  be  paid 
by  the  county  council  out  of  the  county 
rates,  as  was  formerly  done  l)y  the  grand 
jury,  to  whose  powers  and  duties  the 
county  council  have  succeeded. 

IRISH  LUNATIC  ASYLUMRATE  IX  AID. 

Mr.  power  (Waterfoni,  E.) :  I  be^ 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  whether  he  has 
received  a  copy  of  a  resolution  adopted 
by  the  Joint  Committee  of  Management 
of  the  Waterford  District  Asylum  com- 
plaining of  the  action  of  the  Treasury  in 
charging  the  whole  rate  in  aid  for  Irish 
asylums  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1898,  upon  the  Local  Taxation 
Account,  thus  saddling  that  fund  with 
full  liabilities  for  the  entire  year 
during  nine  months  of  which  year 
scarc^y  any  income  accrued  to  that  fund; 
and,  if  so,  what  reply  has  been  given  to 
that  resolution,  and  what  action  it  is  pro- 
posed to  take  to  remedy  the  state  of 
things  complained  of  by  the  resolution. 


Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  -Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour):  .This  matter  is  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Treasury. 

GRANARD  (CO.  lONtlFORD)  ESTATE. 

Mr.  J.  P.  FARRELL :  I  be^  to  a»k 
the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Ixtrd  Lieutenant 
of  Ireland  whether  he  is  aware  that 
about  100  tenants  on  the  Granard  (County 
Longford)  Estate  have  been  debarred  from 
purchasing  their  holdings  by  reason  of 
the  action  of  the  Land  Commission  in 
refusing  to  sanction  advances  on  agree- 
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meats   made   for   sale ;    whether  the 
trustees  of  Maynooth  College  are  now 
willing  to  sell  to  these  tenants  on  fair  and 
equitable  terms ;  and  whether,  as  fully  ' 
nine-tenths  of  this  estate  has  become  the  ; 
property  of  the  tenants,  he  will  urge  i 
the  Land  Commission  to  expedite  the 
transfer  when  the  new  agreements  are 
made. 

Mr.    ATKIXSOX  {for  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour)  :    The   Commissioner   before  ^ 
whom  the  applications  for  advances  upon 
the  (xranard  Estate  were  pending  refused  j 
1 27  of  these  applications  on  the  grounds 
of  insufficient  security,  etc.     In  111  of ; 
the  oases  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the 
Commissioner  were  made  pursuant  to  the 
provisions  of  the  29th  Section  of  the 
Purchase  of  Land  Act,  1891,  with  the 
result  that  the  applications  in  100  of  the 
cases    were    sjinctioned    and  advances 
nia<le.     Tn  these  cases  the  sales  have 
btten  long  since  completed.     The  ordera 
of   the   Commi-ssioner  in   eleven    cases ' 
refusing  advances  wei'o  atfirmed.    In  the 
remaimng  sixteen  cises  no  appeals  wore 
taken  against  the  decision  of  the  Com- , 
mis?ioner,  and  no  further  agreements , 
which  may  have   lieen    entered    into  I 
between  the  paities  in  these  cases,'  or  in  ' 
the  eleven  cases  above  referred  to,  have 
as  yet  been  lodged.    There  is  only  one 
case  under  the  Laud  Purchase  Acts  upon 
this   estate  at  present  pendiug  in  the 
Land  Commission.     The  Commissioners 
have  no  information  with  regard  to  the 
second  paragraph.     If  new  agreements 
are   entered  into  by  the  parties,  and 
lodged  with  the  Land  Commission  in  the 
prescribed  manner,  they  will  lie  dealt  with 
as  rapidly  as  is  possible. 

CUN  LICENCES  IN  ROSCOMMON.  \ 
Mr.  HAYD?:N  (Roscommon,  S.) :  I  beg  | 
to  ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Irelaml  whether  he  is  aware  ' 
that  some  persons  holding  gun  licences 
who  reside  in  Beechwoofl,  Roscommon, 
have  been  called  upon  by  the,  police  of 
that  district,  and  presented  with  a  docu- 
ment for  signature,  the  contents  uf  which 
they  dedined  to  disclose ;  whether  he  will 
«tate  w^hat  the  document  contained  :  and 
whether  this  document  is  required  to  be 
univei-saliy  signed  by  holders  of  gun 
licences ;  and  if  not,  on  what  principle 
are  selections  made  in  Roscommon. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  G;  W. 
Balfduk):  It  having  been  aboertained 


that  in  several  instances  persons  who 
obtain  Hcences  to  keep  one  description  of 
firearm  are  in  fact  keeping  and  using 
another,  the  pobce  at  Beechwood,  with  a 
view  to  prevent  this  practice  and  to  check 
the  official  register  of  firearms,  asked 
some  persons  in  that  district  to  give  a 
written  description  of  the  weapons  in 
their  possession.  Each  person  was  pre- 
sented with  a  slip  of  paper,  on  which  was 
written  the  wortis,  "The  gun  in  my  posses- 
sion is  a  a  blank  being  left  for  a 

description  of  the  gun  to  be  completed  by 
its  owner.  This  is  the  only  foundation 
for  the  suggestion  in  the  qt^estion. 

EXTRA  POLK^E  AT  TALLOW. 
Mr.  SHEE  (Waterfotd,  W.)  :  I  beg  to 
ask  the  Chief  Secretary  to  the  Lord 
Lieutenant  of  Ireland  on  how  many  occa- 
sions during  the  last  nine  months  extra 
police  have  l>een  drafted  into  the  town  of 
Tallow,  county  Waterford ;  how  many 
extra  police  have  been  employed  on  each 
occasion  ;  and  what  is  the  total  cost  of 
such  extra  police  chargeable  to  the  county 
Waterford  in  respect  of  that  period  ;  and 
whether,  seeing  that  the  town  of  Tallow 
is  in  a  peaceful  and  orderly  state,  will  he 
explain  what  are  the  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  considered  necessary  to 
detail  such  extra  police,  and  who  made 
the  requisition  for  or  directed  their  em- 
ployment. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  (for  Mr.  O.  \V. 
Balfoi  r)  :  An  extra  force  of  police  has 
been  drafted  into  Tallow  on  ten  occasion.* 
during  the  past  nine  months,  the  number 
of  additional  constables  employed  on  each 
of  these  occasions  varying  from  ten'  to 
eighty-three.    The  total  cost  of  the  extra 
1  force  so  employed  aiid  chargeable  to  the 
'  county  ^A"ate^ford  will  be  nearly  £4.  The 
■  police  were  employed  for  the  preservation 
,  of  the  public  peace  on  the  occasion  of 
meetings  convened  under  the  auspices  of 
i  the  United  Irish  League,  and  were  re- 
quisitioned  by   the  authorities  locally 
roRi)onsi)>le  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
peace. 

'     Mr.  FLVNN  (Cork):  Was  there  any 
i  real  ground  for  calling  in  extra  police  ? 
Is  it  seriously  contended  any  breach  of 
the  public  peace  was  contemplated ) 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  The  persons  locally 
[  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
peace  thought  there  were  serious  .grounds 
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for  fearing  a  breach,  and  the  fact  that  no 
breach  occurred  was  probably  due  to  the 
presence  of  the  police. 

Mr.  swiff  MacNEILL  (Donegal, 
S.) :  Who  is  the  person  responsible  i 

*Mr.  speaker  :  Order,  order  !  The 
question  has  been  fully  answered. 

IKISH  NATIONAL  SCHOOL  TEACHERS. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  O'CONNOR  (Donegal, 
E.) ;  L  beg  to  ask  the  Vice-President  of 
the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  Ire- 
land whether  he  yet  is  in  a  position  to 
state  what  provision  is  to  be  made  to 
recoup  the  teachers  of  national  schools  in 
Ireland  and  national  education  generally 
for  the  sun3  of  £78,000  handed  over  to 
the  new  Board  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland 
last  year. 

The  VICE-PRESIDENT  of  the 
DEPARTMEN^T  of  AGRICULTURE 
VOK  IRELAND  (Mr.  Plunkctt,  Dublin 
County,  S.):  The  neoeBsary  provision  for 
this  purpose  will  be  made  in  the 
Estimate  for  Public  Education,  Ireland, 
for  the  coming  financial  year. 

THE  COMPANY  BILL. 

Mr.  SWIF  r  MacNEILL  :  I  beg  to  ask 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
whether  he  will  have  any  objection  to 
the  insertion  of  a  clause  in  the  Company 
Bill  introduced  by  the  Government,  pro- 
hibiting the  union  of  the  offii«8  of 
'Minister  of  the  Crown  and  company 
director. 

Mr.  RITCHIE :  Yes.  Sir. 

Mk.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  Do  I  under- 
stand the  right  hon.  Gentleman  consents  1 

Mr.  RITCHIE:  I  said  "Yes "to  the 
hon.  Gentleman's  question. 


NEfF  BILLS. 


FACTORY  AMD  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1878) 
AMiiNDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shop Act,  18(6,  so  that  the  period  of 
employment  on  a  Saturday  shall  cease  at 
twelve  o'vlock  at  noon  instead  of  one 
o'clock,  as  at  present,  ordered  to  be 
brought  in  by  Mr.  I^rwood  and  Mr. 
Kenyon. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT  (1878| 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act,  1878,  so  that  the  period  of  employ- 
ment on  a  Saturday  shall  cease  at  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon  instead  of  one  o'clock,  as 
at  present,"  presented,  and  read  the  first 
time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Wednesday,  4th  April,  and  to  be  prinwd. 
[Bill  80.] 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION. 

Bill  to  amend  the  Ancient  Monumenu 
Protection  Acts,  ordered  to  be  brought  in 
by  Lord  Balcarres,  Sir  John  Brunnw, 
Mr.  Carson,  Mr.  Jebb,  Sir  John  Starling- 
Maxwell,  and  Mr.  Bryce. 

ANCIENT  MONUMENTS  PROTECTION 
BILL. 

'*  To  amend  the  Ancient  Monuments  i 
Protection  Acts,"  presented,  and  read  the  I 
first  time ;  to  be  read  a  second  time  upon 
Tuesday  next,  and  to  be  printed.  [Bitl 
8L1 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES  ACT  (189li  ' 
AMENDMENT. 

Bill  to  amend  the  provisions  of  the  | 
Highways  and  Bridges  Act,  1891,  ordered  I 
to  be  broughc  in  by  Mr.  Jeffreys,  Sir  John 
Dorington,  Lord  Edmund  Fitzmaurice, 
Mr.  Hobhouse,  Mr.  Beaumont,  Mr.  Grant 
Lawson,  Mr.  Mount,  and  Mr.  HumphreyB- 
Owen. 

HIGHWAYS  AND  BRIDGES  ACT  (1891) 
AMENDMENT  BILL. 

"  To  amend  the  provisions  of  the  High- 
ways and  Bridges  Act,  1891,"  presented, 
and  read  the  first  time ;  to  be  read  a 
second  time  upon  Wednesday,  28th  Feb- 
ruary, and  to  be  printed.    [Kll  82.] 


FIRST  READINGS-THE  TEN  MINUTE 
RULE-POINT  OF  PrtOCEDURE. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  Will  you 
allotr  me,  Mr.  Speaker,  to  bring  onder 
your  notice  a  matter  affecting  the  pro- 
cedure and  practice  of  this  House  T  I 
wish  to  know  if  there  is  any  remedy  for 
the  systematic  abuse  of  the  Ten  Minute 
Rule  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  th« 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
yesterday  

*Mtt.  SPEAKER:  Order,  order!  If 
the  hon.  Gentleman  rises  to  ask  s  ques- 
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tion  as  to  procedure,  he  must  not  make  a 
speecb  attackiiig  a  Member. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  :  I  do  not  wish 
to  attack  anyone,  but  to  describe  what 
occurred.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of 
the  House  that  yesterday  afternoon,  just 
Ijefore  a  very  important  Ministerial  state- 
ment, the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  introduced  the  Companies  Bill 
under  the  Ten  Minute  Rule.  I  submit 
that  that  Bill  is  a  Bill  of  first-rate  im- 
portance, and  one  of  high  complication, 
which  should  not  have  been  introduced 
under  the  Ten  Minute  Rule.  Its  intro- 
duction was  therefore  a  breach  of  faith 
with  the  House  which  passed  the  rule. 
When  the  resolution  on  w^hich  that  rule 
was  based  was  agreed  to,  the  late  Mr. 
AV.  H.  Smith,  as  Leader  of  the  House, 
gave  a  distinct  guarantee  that  motions 
under  the  rule  should  only  be  introduced 
in  certain  circumstances,  and  that  they 
should  not  be  made  in  relation  to  com- 
plicated Bills,  or  Bills  of  first-rate  im- 
portance.   His  words  were — 

"It  is  not  intended  by  this  resolution  to 
give  the  Government  power  to  introduce  with- 
out explaaatioQ  any  Bill  of  great  public  im- 
portance." 

It  was  on  the  strength  of  that  guarantee 
that  the  resolution  was  passed,  and  I 
submit  that  the  President  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  faith 
in  introducing  under  the  rule  such  a  Bill 
as  that  dealing  with  public  companies. 

♦Mr.  speaker  :  I  said,  in  answer  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  yesterday,  that  the 
Standing  Order  does  not  give  the  Speaker 
any  power  to  decicle  what  Bills  may  or 
may  not  be  introduced  under  this  rule. 
The  Standing  Order  leaves  it  to  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Member  to  decide  whether 
the  Bill  which  he  desires  to  introduce 
comes  within  the  rule.  Hon.  Members 
may,  of  course,  entertain  most  varying 
opinions  as  to  the  degree  of  importance 
to  be  attached  to  any  particular  Bill. 
SVith  regard  to  the  Companies  Bill  it  is 
absolutely  impossible  for  me  to  judge 
whether  it  is  a  measure  of  great  pubuc 
importance.  All  I  see  on  the  Paper 
with  reference  to  it  is  that  it  is  "  A  Bill 
to  Amend  the  I>a\v  relating  to  Com- 
panies." I  cannot  tell  from  the  title 
what  the  nature  of  the  Bill  is,  and  I 
am  therefore  unable,  nor  is  it  my  duty, 
to  express  any  opinion  on  the  point  raised 
by  the  hon.  Member. 


Mb.  SWIFT  MacNEILL  :  May  I  ask 
the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  who  never 
broke  a  pledge,  even  to  Ireland  


*Mr.  SPEAKER: 
cannot,  on  a  point 


The  hon.  Member 
on  a  pomt  of  order,  address  a 
question  to  the  Leader  of  the  House. 


;  *Mr.  D.  A.  THOMAS :  May  I  suggest 
:  that  the  degree  of  importance  of  theKH 
I  is  characterised  by  the  fact  that  it  ,  is 
I  named  first  in  the  Queen's  Speech. 


SUPPLY. 


•     Considered  in  Committee. 

(In  the  Committee.) 

Aksiy  (Supplementary)  Estimates, 
1899-1900. 

i         Number  of  Land  Forces. 

,  Motion  made,  and  Question  proposed, 
"  That  a  further  number  of  Land  Forces, 
not  exceeding   1 20,000,   all   ranks,  be 

I  maintained  for  the  Service  of  the  United 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  at 

1  Home    and    Abroad,  during  the  year 

I  ending  on  the  31st  day  of  Aiarch,  1900." 

'  — {Mr.  WijiuVumi.) 

I  *CoLONBL    BROOKFIELD  (Sussex, 
I  Bye^  ;    What  I  principally  notice  in 
!  connection  with  the  question  now  under 
discussion,  is  the  very  satisfactory  in- 
I  crease  of  interest  which  the  Houde  now 
j  takes  in  this  particular  class  of  subject. 
I  Yesterday,  even  the  hon.  Member  for 
Northampton  was  heard  to  admit  that  it 
,  might  be  necessary  to  keep  some  troops 
j  in  this  country,  while  the  hon.  Member 
\  for  Gateshead    complained    that  the 
\  amount  asked  for  was  a  mere  bagatelle, 
I  and,  in  his  opinion,  not  half  enough.  I 
I  was  also  very  glad  to  note  that  my  hon. 
I  friend  the  finder  Secretary  for  War,  in 
I  his  statement,  appreciated  the  general 
;  drift  of  public  opnion,  and  was  fully 
aware  of  the  facts  of  the  present  situation. 
.  Some  speakers    expreteed  disapproval, 
because  the  statement  did  not  contain 
i  more  on  the  subject  of  South  Africa, 
i  But  my  own  view  is  that  the  complica- 
tions there  form  only  one  incident,  and 
I  that  the  real  question  which  we  have  to 
I  deal  with  is  the  general  improvement  of 
our  whole  military  system    With  regard 
to  the  changes  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
I  forshadowec^  very  few  '  Members  will 
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•deny  that  they  are  in  the  light  direction, 
.and  I  am  sure  we  all  wish  them 
every  success.     The    main    doubt  I 

entertain  on  the  matter  is  whether  the 
hon.  Gentleman  is  not  a  great  deal  too 
sanguine  as  to  the  practical  effect  of  the 
proposals  he  has  made.  He  was  careful 
in  the  early  part  of  his  remarks  to  disavow 
having  any  recourse  to  compulsion,  and  I 
noticed  that  this  disavowal  was  received 
with  ominous  approval  by  hon.  Gentle- 
men opposite,  and  especially  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Leader  of  the  Oppo- 
sition. I  have  observed — it  may  only  be 
a  coincidence — that  when  anything  that 
is  doomed  to  ultimate  failure,  and 
deserves  such  a  fate,  is  referred  to  in 
connection  with  the  War  Office,  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  invariably  gets  up  and 
gives  his  blessing  to  it.  He  has  been 
described  as  a  Tory  in  the  worst  sense  of 
the  term,  and  I  think  that  the  word 
accurately  expresses  his  attitude  on  all 
questions  of  Army  reform.  In  disavowing 

.any  recourse  to  compulsion  my  hon. 
friend  adumbrated  a  very  large  increase 
in  both  the  Kegular  Army  and  the 
Auxiliary  forces.  Although  I  am  one  of 
those  who  would  much  rather  not  have 
compulsory  service,  I  must  say  I  do  not 
thiTik  that  Ministers  should  go  out  of 
.their  way  to  encourage  the  idea  that  it  is 
impossible.  Nothing  could  lie  more 
creditable  to  this  country  than  to  supply 

.the  immense  number  of  men  now  re- 
quired without  compulsion.  But  there  are 

.circumstances  which  may  account  for  my 
hon.  friend  feeling  rather  too  sanguine. 
To  begin  with,  it  is  amply  demonstrated 
that  the  present  war  is  a  very  popular 
one  with  the  masses  of  the  country,  who 
are  offering  their  sympathy  in  a  practical 

.form  by  going  out  to  take  their  share  in 
the  fighting.  But  we  might  at  any  time 
lie  confronted  with  a  war  exceedingly 
impopular ;  and  in  such  a  case  I  think  we 
should,    in  tnisting    to  the  voluntary 

,  system,  find  ourselves  leaning  on  a  broken 
reed.  My  hon.  friend  called  his  general 
proposals  a  "scheme  of  invitation,"  and 

.  obviously  that  implied  that  his  proposals 
might  either  be  accepted  or  rejected.  My 
earnest  hope  is  that  they  may  be  accepted 
and  that  the  country  may  respond  to  his 
invitation,  but  I  venture  to  repeat  my 
wish  that  he  had  not  appeared  to  commit 
himself  against. the  possibility  of  having 
recoiu^  to  some  form  of  compulsion. 
There  are  some  Members  of  this  House 
who   like  .the  ^compulsory    system  of 


military  service  for  the  sake  of  the  thing 

itself,  but  personally  I  do  not  think  we 
should  regard  either  the  voluntary  or  th« 
compulsory  system  otherwise  than  as  a 
means  to  an  end,  that  end  being  the 
efficiency  and  mobility  of  our  forces. 
With  regard  to  the  more  important 

feneral  proposals  of  the  Government, 
usually  associate  myself  with  my  boo. 
friend  the  Member  for  West  Belfast,  anil 
his  opinions.  But  I  fear  that  his  experienoe 
in  this  House  has  rather  tended  to  make 
him  a  little  hypercritical  and  sometimet 
unfair  with  regard  to  propositions  that 
come  from  the  Government.  I  certainly 
do  consider  it  unfair  for  him  to  exercisie 
his  satire  at  the  expense  of  the  109,000 
men  who  have  been  referred  to  as  being 
at  home.  Of  course  we  all  know  that 
they  are  largely  composed  of  young  awl 
immature  soldiers.  But  everything  must 
have  a  beginning,  and  we  cannot  expect 
that  men  under  twenty  years  of  age  shall 
be  as  fit  for  foreign  sen'ice  as  older  men. 
I  believe  that  if  my  hon.  friend  could  bw 
these  men  dressed  as  blue-jackets  he  woaki 
say  that  they  were,  on  the  whole,  a  very 
useful  body.  With  regard  to  the  proposals 
relating  to  our  Auxiliary  forces  I  think 
the  whole  country  will  be  disposed  Ui 
congratulate  my  hon.  friend  and  the 
Government  on  having  at  length  decitled 
to  give  some  official  comitenance  to  the 
Militia — that  much-neglected  Imt  useful 
military  body,  which,  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  has  bonie  the  heat  and  Itunlcn 
of  the  day  for  many  years  past,  and  ha-« 
always  been  found  willing  to  do  what  » 
required  of  it  in  an  unostentatious  and 
unadvertising  way.  The  increase  of  pay 
and  the  proWsion  of  transport  for  the 
Militia  imust  be  admitted  to  be  suK 
stantial  improvements,  but  when  my  hoiL 
friend  goes  on  to  propose  a  training 
of  not  less  than  three  months  eveiy 
year,  I  am  again  inclined  to  say  that  he 
is  showing  rather  too  sanguine  a  tempera- 
ment. I  think  that  the  class  of  Militia- 
men who  can  find  time  to  go  out  for 
three  months  in  the  year  might  just  at> 
well  join  Line  battalions  at  once  and 
become  Regular  soldiers.  Probably  that 
is  the  intention.  But  the  old-fashioned 
Militiaman  will,  I  think,  find  it  very  diffi- 
cult to  go  out  for  three  months  :  while  a» 
to  the  officers,  the  difficult}  will  be  still 
more  formidable.  Of  late  years  the  officers 
of  the  Militia  have  very  largely  ceased  to 
be  drawn  from  the  ranks  the  oountiy 
gentlemen.    They  are  to  an  iacrradiig 
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extent  recruited  from  professional  men 
and  men  of  business,  stockbrokers,  &c., 
who  go  into  the  force  not  exactly  in  a 
spirit  of  leisurely  patriotism,  but  rather 
with  the  idea  of  getting  a  short  holiday, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  gaining  some 
aequaintanice  with  the  profession  of  arms. 
My  hon.  friend  expressed  a  hope  that  the 
country  gentlemen  would  help  him  with 
respect  to  the  officering  of  the  force.  I 
live  most   of  the  year  among  country 
gentlemen,  and  ray  opinion  of  them  as 
regards  the  patriotic  duties  they  are 
rejidy  to  perform  is  a  rather  low  one.  In 
many  parts  of  the  country,  no  doubt, 
they  are  behaving  very  well  under  the 
excitement  of  the  present  crisis,  and  are 
joining  Yeomanr}'  corps,  and  so  on,  but  I 
fear  that  for  the  ordinair  uninteresting 
military  work  of  peaceful  times  we  may 
appeal  to  them  in  vain.    The  idle  young 
men  who  have  least  to  do  always  complain 
that  they  are  mostbusy,  and  it  is  impossible 
to  obtain  their  sen'ices.  The  Government 
may  be  quite  right  politically  in  banish- 
ing the  idea  of  applying  compulsion  to 
the  working  classes,  but  if  tiiey  could 
only  apply  a  little  of  it  to  the  classes  from 
whom  the  officers  are  recruited  I  believe 
no  complaint  would  be  heard,  and  that  it 
would  be  for  the  good  of  the  social  com- 
munity at  large,  and  especially  of  the 
youne  men  principally  concerned.  It 
would  make  them  do  their  duty  when 
they  fail  to  do  it  of  their  own  accord.  As 
regards  the  Volunteers,   I  could  have 
wished  that  some  systematic  attempt  had 
l«en  made  to  deal  with  the  question  of 
field   artillery.    It  is,  I   admit,  a  very 
ditficult  question,  and  there  is  much  to  be 
said  on  both  sides  of  it,  but  I  hold  the 
opinion  that  it  would  not  have  been  im- 
possible to  provide  the  Volunteers  with 
Held  artillery  by  borrowing  a  little  from 
the  Continenttu  system,  and  giving  them 
the  assistance  of  Regular  soldiers  in  the 
most  difficult  part  of  their  duty — that  is, 
driving.    But  as  the  Government  have 
announced  the  very  substantial  addition 
of  thirty-six   field  batteries  and  seven 
lotteries  of  horse  artillery  to  the  Regular 
Array,  I  do  not  think  we  should  make 
any  further  complaint  on  the  subject  of 
artillery  in  the  immediate  present.  With 
regard  to  the  Infantry  Volunteers,  I  am 
sure  that  many  of  the  proposals  will 
be  hailed   with   great  satisfaction  by 
commanding  officers  of  battalions.  They 
will  be  extremely  pleased  with  the  per- 
mission to  recruit  to  a  higher  limit.  I 

VOL.  LXXVIIL  [Fourth  Sbeibs.] 


do  not,  however,  quite  understand  whether 
that  means  recruiting  in  their  exinting 
stations,  or  whether  it  means  that  they 
may  go  further  afield,  which  would 
involve  the  appointment  of  additional 
instructors  and  the  coming  to  Parliament 
for  more  money.    Whether  it  will  have 
the  eflfect  of  popularising  the  Volunteers 
at  the  expense  of  the  Militia,  too,  is  a 
matter  for  the  Government  rather  than 
for  Volunteer  officers  to  consider.  Un- 
doubtedly the  Volunteers  now  absorb  a 
large  number  of  men  who,  from  an 
abstract  point  of  view,  ought  to  be  serving 
in  the  Militia.    I  do  not  think  that  the 
latter  force  attracts  a  sufficient  number  of 
'  the  lower  middle  class,  whom  it  wotild  be 
very  desirable  to  draw  to  the  colours,  and 
the  only  plan  I  have  ever  heard  proposed 
to  secure  the  desirable  end  of  grouping 
our  possible  soldiers  in  their  proper  places 
is  that  of  creating  double  battalion  regi- 
ments composed  of  men  of  a  particular 
class.     The  sanction  for  Volunteers  to 
train  for  one  month  a  year  instead  of  a 
week  I  hail  personally  with  the  greatest 
satisfaction.      I   think  it  is  an  admir- 
able boon,  but  I  fear  that  many  of  my 
friends  will  find  it  extremely  difficult 
to  carry  it  out.    What  is  easy  for  one 
Volunteer   corps  is  very  difficult  for 
another,  and  what  suits  a  man  recruited 
in  a  citv  would  not  do  for  a  man  living  in 
a  rural  district  in  Scotland.   I  should 
have  thought  that  a  little  elasticity  might 
have  been  provided  under  the  manage- 
ment of  the  general  officers,  so  that 
different  localities — so  long  as  they  did 
not  spend  more  money  than  they  were 
entitled  to— might  settle  matters  as  they 
pleased.     I  was  glad  to  hear  my  hon. 
mend,  in  speaking  of  these  concessions^ 
state  that  they  are  to  be  accompanied  by 
stringent  conditions.    I  am  anxious  to 
hear  what  those  conditions  will  be,  for  I 
have  too  often  found  that  they  only  have 
reference  to  some  detail  as  to  shooting 
qualifications,  and  I  think  that  Volun- 
teers have  long  outstepped  that  period 
of  their  existence.  I  miss  now,  as  I  have 
done  in  many  previous  Army  statements 
in  this  House,  any  reference  to  discipline. 
The  Volunteer  force  is  still  suffered  to 
remain  very  much,  in  many  substantial 
respects,  in  the  same  state  with  re- 
gara  to  discipline  as    when   it  was 
first  established  in  the  evil  days  of 
1859.    [An  Hon.  Member  :  No,  no  !] 
I   say    It   is    so,   in   spite   of  itself, 
and    that    the    authorities    have  not 
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levelled  it  up  or  made  it  advance  with  \ 
the  times  as  regards  discipline.    Let'  me  ■ 
refer  hon.  Members  to  tjie  extraordinary 
regulation  which  prescribes  that  meetings 
of  all  ranks  of  a  corps  shall  be  held — 
meetings  at  which  a  proposition  may  be  | 
mide  by  a  private,  seconded  by  a  ser- 
geant, and  opposed  by  the  comnumding : 
officer.     Of    course,   there   are    ways , 
iind    means  of   getting   out    of   this  I 
ridiculous    regulation,    Dut  I    see    no  j 
re;vson  why  it  should  not  be  expunged.  ■ 
At  present  it  only  constitutes  a  stand-  j 
ing  subject  of  ridicule  from  Regulars 
and    Militia.      These    meetings  are 
thoroughly    pernicious,    and   1  speak 
with  some  experience  on  the  subject. 
While  in  some  quarters  there  is  a  desire 
to  stereotype  these  absurdities  in  the 
Volunteer  service,  the  Volunteers  them- 
selves resent  them  more  perhaps  than 
anyone  else.    Again,  1  think  it  will  be 
necessary  before  long  for  the  authorities 
to  draw  up  some  precise  regulation  as  to 
volunteering  for  active  service.    I  think 
it  would  save  a  great  deal  of  trouble  if  a 
register  were  kept  of  the  men  willing  to 
act  as  regular  soldiers  in  case  of  emer- 
gency, in8tea(j  of  onlyasking  for  volunteers 
when  an  unexpected  emergency  arises,  i 
Almost  the  most  substantial  coticession  ! 
contained  in  the  very  encouraging  an- 1 
nouncement  in  regard  to  the  Volunteers  j 
is  the  intention  of  occasionally  presenting  > 
them  with  a  commission  in  the  Regular  ; 
Army.    That  is  a  privilege  which  should  i 
have  been  conceded  long  ago.    I  cannot  \ 
help  thinking  that  the  present  moment —  . 
or  during  the  progress  of  the  present  war 
would  be  a  favourable  one  for  reviving 
jtmoiig  the  Volunteers  the  practice  which  ■ 
at  one  time  prevailed  with  ri^rd  to  the  , 
Militia,  under  which  any  officer  bring- 
ing in  a  hundred  men  to  join  the  Regular  | 
Army  was  rewarded  with  a  commission. 
Many  officers  would  have  done  this  in  the 
present  emergency,  and  I  think  some  of  i 
the  results  would  have  been  more  satis-  . 
factory  than  under  the  present  system,  | 
and  that   a   new    means    would    have  ; 
been  found  to  assist  recruiting.    I  think 
we  ought  to  regard  with  extreme  satis- ' 
faction  the  manner  in  which  our  Volun-  • 
toers  have  come  forward  to  join  their 
territorial  regiments,  and  those  who  find 
fault  with  the  territorial  system  ought  to  ' 
recognise  that  this  is  one  of  itt  advan- , 
tages,  that  it  forms  a  closer  union  between 
the  R'-'gular  and  the  Auxiliary  battalions. 
Nothing  was  said  in  my  hon.  friend's 


statement  with  regard  to  the  War  Office, 
which  leads  to  the  suspicion  that  it  is 

foing  on  like  the  old  four-wheeled  cabs  in 
lOndon,  for  another  quarter  of  a  centurj*. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  has  disarmed  a  good 
deal  of  criticism  by  the  tactful  way  in 
which  he  has  made  his  statement,  and  by 
the  remarkable  gift  he  hag  exhibited  uf 
showing  between  the  lines  of  what  he 
says  what  he  would  also  peraonally  like 
to  say.  ■  I  regard  his  proposals  for  home 
defence,  making  due  allowance  for  what  is 
too  sanguine,  as  the  most  important  aiiil 
most  satisfactory  that  have  t>eeu  made 
for  many  years  past — probably  during 
the  present  generation — and  I  wish  them 
everj*  success. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  (Dun- 
dee) :  I  do  not  want  to  discourage  <)r 
depreciate  the  merits  of  the  statement 
which  the  hon.  Gentleman  made  last  night, 
which  I  admire  ;  but  1  think  it  has  been 
recei\ed  in  the  Houbc  with  an  almosi 
universal  sense  of  disappointment.  That 
expression  of  disappointment  has  Iwen  as 
strong  on  the  other  side  of  the  House  as 
on  this,  and  if  we  have  been  disappointed, 
what  must  be  the  disappointment  of  thow 
outside,  who  called  upon  the  Opposition 
to  abrogate  its  principal  functions  because, 
forsooth,  while  we  were  debating  the 
Address  we  were  supposed  to  be  standing 
in  the  way  of  something  that  was  to  1« 
proceeded  with  on  the  part  of  the  War 
Office  1  We  have  been  subjected  t<i  that 
sort  of  criticism  by  persons —or  at  all 
events  by  one  person,  who  apptiars  lo 
have  transgressed  and  broken  the  rules  of 
the  high  public  office  now  vested  in  him. 
I  certainly  did  not  expect  to  hear  such  a 
statement  as  I  have  listened  to  to-night. 
We  expected  some  detailed  account  of 
what  the  Government  were  going  to  do  in 
the  prosecution  of  the  war  which  is  now 
in  progress.  We  have  had  instoad  » 
statement  which  dealt  with  the  projected 
reforms,  or  rather  with  a  permanent  in- 
crease in  our  military  system,  and  the 
Estimates  which  have  l>ecn  submitted  to 
us,  like  the  statement  of  the  hon. 
G«ntleman,  are  divided  between  the 
provision  for  the  war  which  is 
now  going  on — as  to  which  no 
objection  comes  from  mc — and  the  pro- 
Wsioit  made  for  this  permanent  increase 
of  our  military  forces.  But  whilst 
£13,000,000  of  this  Estimate  are  to  be 
devotefl  to  the  war,  the  greater  part  of 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech  was  devoted 
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to  the  provision  which  is  to  be  made  for  |  Colonial  as  well  as  by  the  Imperial 
the  permanent  increase  of  the  military  \  Government, 
forces.    In  the  few  observations  which  I  i 

propose  to  submit  to  the  Committee  I  ,  Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  The  understanding 
wish  to  address  myself  first  of  all  to  that  i  with  the  Canadian  and  Australian  authon- 
part  of  the  subject  which  deals  with  the  ;  ties  is  that  we  should  give  the  men  arms 
South  African  question.  Whatever  my  |  and  ammunition,  pay  them  Imperial  rates, 
feelings  may  be  about  the  war,  I  do  not ,  and  take  them  home, 
propose  to  object  to  a  single  farthing  of ' 

the  money  which  is  now  being  adced  for  j  EDMUND  ROBEKTSON:  What 

for  the  purposes  of  the  war,  and  there  are  ,  j  jiving  at  is  the  alleged  inequality  of 
only  two  questions  which  I  desire  to ,  remuneration-I  don't  Sre  frSm  what 
submit  to  the  hon.  Gentleman,  who  w,II  ,  gource-between  the  Colonial  troops  and 
no  doubt  give  us  the  information  I  deaire  Imperial  troops.  According  to  my 
before  the  debate  closes.  Firat  of  all  I  •  fat  hSn.  friend  they  are  gettmg  paid 
think  we  ought  to  have  a  complete  state-  ^  compared  mth  our 

raent  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  Army  ;        ^^^^^^^  ^y^^  ^  „^  J^^^i 
has,  during  the  progress  of  this  war  been  tK,  no  doubt,  ^nlT  be  explained, 

obliged  to  borrow  guns  from  the  rnavy.  ,  *' 

We  know  that  some  thirty-eight  guns  i  AvvwrMj  i*    •  e 

tare  been  borrowed  from  the  Nlvy  up  to  i  ^^R-  WYNDHAM  :  It  is  for  the 
a  certain  date,  and  the  process  has  been  (Governments  of  self-governing  colonies  to 
going  on.   There  is  also  another  minor  ;  S-^^  "^^^  they  please. 

Eoint  I  understand  that  the  search- ; 
ghts,  which  have  been  so  useful  on  many  '  Mb.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  I  do 
critical  occasions  in  South  Africa,  have  I  not  know  that  it  is  a  satisfactory  service 
been  borrowed  from  the  Navy.  I  think  to  have  tWo  sets  of  soldiers  belonging  to 
the  hon.  Gentleman  would  do  well  to  toll  !  the  same  rank,  and  one  of  them  getting  a 
us  to  what  extent  that  has  taken  place,  I  different  rato  of  pay  to  the  other.  I 
and  how  it  comes  about  that  an  army  I  should  like  to  say  a  word  or  two  about 
engaged  in  such  a  war  had  to  borrow  '  the  permanent  provision  which  is  being 
searcnlights  even  from  the  Navy.  i  made  in  this  Estimate  for  the  increase  in 

I  the  Army.    I  object  altogether  to  the 
The  UNDER  SECRETARYOF  STATE 'manner  in  which  the  proposal  for  that 
FOR  WAR  (Mr.  Wyndham,  Dover):  1 1  increase  has  been  submitted  to  the  House. 
am  not  aware  (tf  it.  .  ,  How  has  it  been  submitted  ?    Wp  have 

I  had  a  vast  new  scheme  involving  a  large 
Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON :  The  \  permanent  addition  to  our  forces  laid 
^searchlights  used  by  the  Army  have  been  I  before  us  in  a  Supplementaiy  Estimate,  a 
•borrowed  from  the  Navy,  and  that  cer- 1  large  proportion  of  which  deals  with  ex- 
tsinly  requires  explanation.  I  will  finish  |  penditure  for  the  war.  I  have  protested 
■by  asking  how  is  the  borrowing  of  guns  and  more  than  once  in  this  House  a^inst  this 
■of  searchlights  to  be  made  good  to  the  i  way  of  abusing  Supplementary  JEstimates. 
naval  service  t  They  must  be  replaced,  A  year  and  a  naif  ago  the  First  Lord  of 
I  imagine;  and  I  should  like  to  know  the  Admiralty  came  down  to  this  House 
whether  the  borrowed  guns  are  to  be  a  with  a  proposal  for  the  increase  of  the 
Navy  chatge  or  an  Army  charge  1  In  con-  Fleet  without  a  Supplemenwy  Estimate 
nection  with  the  progress  of  the  war  I  at  all,  and  he  obtained  Parliamentary 
should  like  to  know  the  status  of  the  i  sanction  for  a  large  increase  in  the  ship- 
colonial  troops  who  have  been  engaged,  building  programme  of  the  year.  I  thiidc 
I  take  it  that  while  these  troops  have  ^en  ;  that  was  bad  enough,  but  I  regard  the 
to  some  extent  equipped  by  the  colonies,  mode  of  procedure  now  adopt<?d  as,  if  any- 
their  pay  is  to  be  a  charge  upon  us,  and  .  thing,  worse.  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  a 
forma  part  of  the  £13,000,000  now  being  ,  proper  use  of  Supplementary  Estimates 
asked  for.  I  understand  also  that  the  '  to  use  them  for  the  purpose  of  launching 
colonial  troops  are  to  be  paid  at  the  same  '  a  vast  new  permanent  scheme  of  military 
rato  as  the  Imperial  troops.  '  defence,  and  at  the  risk  of  making  my- 

,  self  wearisome  to  some  of  my  hearers,  I 
*SiR  CHARLES  DILKE  (Gloucester,  will  venture  to  repeat  once  more  a  sen- 
Forest  of  Dean) :  They  are  paid  by  the  tence  which,  two  years  ago,  I  quoted  from 
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a  speech  made  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  in  which 
he  said — 

"  To  render  Parliamentary  control  etfeetual 
it  was  necesaai^  chat  the  House  of  Commons 
^ould  lubve  tiie  money  transactions  of  the  year 
presented  to  it  in  one  mass  and  in  one  account. 
If  Supplementary  Estimates  were  easily  re- 
sorted to,  the  House  would  be  pledged,  in  self- 
deience,  to  appoint  a  permanent  Finance 
Committee." 

I  am  not  betraying  any  secret  when 
I  say  that  that  sentence  is  the  golden 
rule  of  all  Administrations,  and  I  doubt 
if  any  man  has  ever  held  office  in  a 
spending  department  who  has  not  been 
made  acquainted  with  the  rule.  I  think 
it  was  broken  in  spirit  a  year  and  a  half 
ago  hj  the  !^rst  Lord  of  die  Admiralty, 
and  I  think  it  is  now  being  broken  in 
spirit  by  the  War  Office  when  we  are  asked 
to  sanction,  in  such  a  debate  as  this,  a 
large  Supplementary  Estimate  like  this, 
making  the  great  permanent  addition  to 
the  Army  which  they  are  now  seeking. 
It  is  impossible  that  this  House  can  sanc- 
tion these  proposals  in  the  manner  they 
are  now  submitted  to  us,  and  for  my  part, 
I  reserve  all  rights  of  criticism,  and  even 
of  opposition  and  objection,  if  that  should 
seem  necessary.  Usually,  if  this  House 
once  sanctions  a  Vote,  that  sanction  is- 
taken  at  something  like  the  Second  Read- 
ing of  the  Bill,  which  carries  with  it  the 
approval  of  the  House,  but  a  proposal  like 
this  cannot  do  that.  I  have  no  objection 
whatever  to  this  Vote  if  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man, on  behalf  of  the  Government,  will 
undertake  to  treat  this  ^420,000  merely 
as  a  text  from  which  he  was  able  to 
preach  his  sermon  last  ni^ht,  and  not  as 
something  done  with  Parliamentary  sanc- 
tion, which  would  justify  the  Grovemment' 
in  proceeding  to  execute  a  larfre  scheme  in- 
volving a  permanent  increase  in  the  Army. 
1  quite  understand  that  the  Ckimmittee 
was  impatient  to  hear  the  military  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  and  that  a. 
certain  sum  should  be  put  down  to  make 
the  statement  intelligible ;  but  if  any  more 
serious  significance  is  to  be  attributed  by 
the  Government  to  the  amount,  I  for  one 
will  not  be  bound  by  it  without  fuller 
information,  and  1  will  reserve  all  rights 
of  criticism,  objection,  and  opposition. 
As  I  have  said,  I  wtu  not  called  upon  now 
to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the  scheme 
which  has  been  submitted  to  us.  A  per- 
manent increase  of  the  military  forces  o£ 
the  country  ought  to  be  justified  ^  some 
permanent  change  in  the  condition  of  the 

Mr.  Edmmd  RAmrtaon. 


country.  I  ask  any  hon.  Member  whether 
any  case  whatever  was  made  out  by  the 
Under  Secretary  for  War  or  those  wh* 
supported  him  for  any  permanent  addi- 
tion to  the  military  forces  of  this  countrr. 
I  submit  there  was  none,  and  I  do  not 
think  the  hon.  Gentleman  in  chaige  d 
the  Estimate  profaseed  to  set  up  any 
change  in  our  condition  such  as  would 
necessitate  a  permanent  addition  tao  our 
forces.  There  is  also  another  objection. 
I  agree  with  the  hon.  and  gallant  Membo^ 
for  Great  Yarmouth  in  the  criticism  h» 
passed  last  night  on  these  proposals.  The 
point  is  one  which  has  oHen  been  takeo^ 
and  I  believe  it  is  perfectly  sound.  It  is 
that  we  should  not  enter  upon  the  con- 
sideration of  the  defence  of  this- 
country  without  considering  all  thcoti^ 
both  the  naval  and.  military  poMtautu 
I  will  not  enlai^  on.  the  hon.  Ajdmiral's 
views  or  on  the  merits  of  the  "  blue 
water  "  school  of  politicians.  I  am  satid 
fied  of  the  soundness  of  the  principle  laid 
down,  which  I  believe  Membens  on  botli 
sides  wilt  endorse,  that  it  is  waste  of  time 
and  futile  to  ask  this  Committee  to  con- 
sider military  proposals  without  consider- 
ing also  the  naval  position.  Until  \ 
know  where  the  Navy  is  to  be  put  in  the 
jointschemeof  defence — because  it  must  he 
a  j  oint  scheme — I  cannot  offer  any  suppoit 
to  these  proposals.  You  propose  a  great 
increase  in  the  forces  of  this  country, 
and  you  have  indicated  certain  changes  in 
detail,  but  I  venture  to  say  you  have 
overlooked  'the  one  thing  which  at  thi* 
moment  is  giving  the  countrj-  concern.. 
There  was  not  a  whisper  of  real  Armr 
reform  in  the  speech  of  the  Under  Secre- 
tary for  War.  What  the  country  wasA* 
is  not  merely  that  the  number  (A  men  and 
the  amount  of  money  should  be  increased, 
but  that  the  whole  Army  from  top  to 
bottom  should  be  subjected  to  a  radoal 
reorganisation.  If  I  may  presume  to 
speak  for  the  country — and  it  is  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  speak  for  it  nowadavft-  -I 
think  it  wants  to  be  assured  that  our 
Army,  whether  lai^  or  small,  is  a  busine* 
army  and  a  scientific  army. 

^Colonel  BLUNDELL.  (Lanoashim. 
Ince) :.  So  it  is. 

Mr.  EDMUND  ROBERTSON  :  Thr 

hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  says  it  I" : 
but  many  people  who  certainly  have  not 
his  experience  believe  it  is  neither  a- 
business  army  nor   a.  scientific  aroic. 
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What  we  want  is  an  assurance  that  the  i  men  who  poesibly  would  make  yonr  best 
Army  shall  be  reorganised  from  that  I  ^nerals.  My  idea  of  the  British  Army 
point  of  view.  I  will  take  one  example,  i  is  an  army  in  which  every  young  man 
The  hon.  and  gaUant  Gentleman  who  just  |  physicaily,  mentally,  and  otherwise  fitted 
now  objected  to  my  statement  will  not  |  tor  military  service  should  be  encoura^;ed 
'deny  that  the  public  are  not  satisfied  that '  to  enter,  and  that  from  the  earliest 
we  get  the  hest  class  ef  man  for  the  I  moment  he  should  be  able  to  support 
rank  and  file  in  the  Army.  My  own  |  himself  and  not  be  obliged  to  depend  on 
jhelief  is  that  the  first  reform  should  be '  subsidies.  I  should  insist  further  that 
to  increase  the  pay  of  all  ranks.  Until  |  every  kind  of  expensive  amusement 
yon  increase  the  pay  of  the  private  you  '  which  by  custom  is  now  made  obliga- 
wil!  not  get  the  best  men  to  enlist.  1 1  tory  in  the  rank  of  officer  should  be 
.believe  also  that  we  should  open  up  a  i  stamped  outwith  a  stem  hand.  [Laughter.] 
larger  field  for  the  admission  of  educated  I  I  hope  hon.  Gentlemen  who  object  to  the 
private  soldiers  to  commissions.  I  am  metaphor  will  not  object  to  the  substance 
•quite  snre  that  is  the  popular  opinion — at '  of  what  I  say.  I  do  not  object  to  the 
-iul  events  I  would  approve  of  such  a  amusements  themselves,  but  to  the  exclu- 
•change.;  but  I  believe  that  the  misgiving  \  sive  effect  which  they  have  on  candidates 
in  the  public  mind  refers  even  more  to  who  might  otherwise  enter  the  Army.  I 
tthe  class  of  officers  than  it  does  to  the  believe  that  the  countrj'  is  not  satisfied 
class  of  privates.  In  my  opinion,  the  that  we  are  dealing  fairly  with  the  Army, 
-financial  question,  as  in  most  public  that  we  are  not  going  the  proper  way  to 
matters,  is  at  the  bottom  of  this  get  the  best  men,  and  that  if  we  get  the 
matter.  I  believe  the  Army  is  too  best  men  a  proper  career  ia  not  open  to 
•cheap^— although  that  may  seem  a  them.  These  are  some  of  the  many 
paradox,  I  believe  you  do  not  pay  any  points  which  the  Committee  should  con- 
x&nk  at  a  sufficiently  high  rate  of  re-  sider  before  any  permanent  increase  in  the 
muneration,  and  that  you  bar  out  the  mititarysystemof  thecountryissanctioned. 
.great  majority  of  your  countrymen  by  I  will  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  while 
.the  enormous  expense  with  which  you  i  we  do  not  object  to  the  amount  of  money 
saddle  a  militaiy  career.  That,  I  am  asked  for,  we  do  insist  on  holding  open 
certain,  is  a  point  which  must  have  l  for  consideration  the  question  of  the 
consideration  when  the  Army  comes  '  permanent  increase  of  the  Army.  We 
to  be  reorganised.  I  have  here  shall  give  freely  all  you  want  for  the 
4  paper  written  by  a  well-known  i  prosecution  of  the  war,  but  you  should 
military  expert,  not  a  military  man,  wait  until  your  Army  Estimates  are 
I  mean  Mr.  Charles  Williams,  who  ,  ready  before  asking  for  an  increase  in 
discusses  the  war  every  morning  in  the  ;  the  military  establishment.  The  Navy 
columns  of  the  Morwing  Lmdn:  He  Estimates  are  ready  and  placed  on  the 
makes  the  following  statement,  which  I  Table  of  the  House,  and  the  Army  Esti- 
4ytnnot  vouch  for,  but  which  I  accept  on  :  mates  ought  to  have  been  in  the  same 
his  authority.  Speaking  of  a  young  forward  state, 
officer  he  says — 

„.     ...  I      - .      o        , .  L       Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  I  am  sorry  to  inter- 

"  Hi*  military  anu  luufti  outfit  would  he   ,  „„„  .  ...        „  „„  „„„„4.-        t    „  i. 
<:heftp  at  £200,  ind  it  would  be  indi«nen9able   ^'e"**'  ™«ny  questions  have  been 

to  ijro\  ide  an  annual  allowance  for  at  least  ten  ,  put  and  so  many  arguments  addressed  to 
yearn,  or  until  the  Tank  of  captain  is  attained.  '  me  that  I  feel  unless  I  rise  every  now  and 
TakioK  one  conwdera; ion  with  another,  the  ■  again  I  shall  never  be  able  to  reply  to 
CLtS^  "^.T^^l^  tte™  all.  The  hon.  Member  who  h^.  just 
£^000.  and  ia  many  cases  mnch  more."  '       down  asked  me  as  to  our  borrowings 

from  the  Navy.  We  have  borrowed 
If  you  handicap  f^nr  Army  in  that  way  I  35  guns  and  1,100  men.  This  mis- 
jou  cannot  get  the  selection  you  other-  i  demeanour,  if  such  it  be,  was  covered  by 
vise  would.  Why  shovld  net  every  able- 1  the  general  explanation  I  gavo  t^e  other 
bodied  and  able-minded  jiisuqg  man,  no  i  day.  The  borrowings  will  be  made  good 
matter  what  his  rank,  mre  access  to  a '  by  the  simplest  possible  method  of  alX  by 
•career  which  is  to  many  the  meat  desirable  ,  handing  back  the  same  number  of  similar 
of  all  \  Yow  are  barring  out  "by  the  vile  ^  articles  to  the  Navy.  We  have  been 
and  ignoble  stnicture  of  money  you  doing  that  already.  We  are  purchasing 
are  raising  between  them  and  tk»  Army  ;  a  number  of  guns  now  and  transferring 
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them  to  the  Navy.  As  to  the  pay  of  the 
colonial  troops,  I  do  not  think  this  is 
the  moment  for  entering  into  eonsidera- 
tions  of  that  kind.  Things  are  going 
very  well.  Nobody  watches  them  with 
a  more  loWng  eye,  if  I  may  venture  to 
say  so,  than  myself ;  but  we  do  feel  that 
the  snecesB  we  have  gained  has  been 
largely  due  to  the  fact  that  we  have  not 
filled  over  the  offers  the  colonies  have 
made  to  us,  but  have  met  them  in  that 
spirit  of  the  warmest  acceptance  which 
they  deserve.  We  have  not  been  urging 
our  own  suggestions  and  views  upon  the 
colonies :  we  wiab^  to  hear  from  them 
in  the  first  instance.  It  may  be  that  the 
colonial  troops  who  have  fought  side  by 
side  with  the  men  from  home  may  like 
in  the  future  to  elaim,  if  not  some  active 
share  in  the  work  of  our  Army,  still  some 
recognised  right  to  share  in  that  work  in 
times  of  Imperial  danger.  I  hope  that 
may  be  so ;  but  to  discuss  at  this  moment 
the  different  rates  of  pay  that  prevail  in 
this  or  that  part  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions  would  not  conduce  to,  but 
rather  retard  that  consummation.  An  hon. 
Member  has  taken  us  to  task  upon  the 
ground  of  financial  purity  because  we 
have  proceeded  by  Supplementary  Esti- 
mates ;  but  we  have  an  aluolutely  clean 
sheet  this  time.  This  is  a  genuine  Sup- 
plementary Estimate.  These  are  new 
charges,  and  all  the  money  has  been  spent. 
If  we  had  waited  for  the  permission  of  the 
House  before  taking  the  steps  which  we 
have  done  we  shomd  have  received  the 
condemnation  of  the  country,  and  we  be- 
lieve we  shall  get  the  sanction  of  the  Com- 
mittee for  the  steps  which  we  have  taken. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  said  a  good  deal  with 
which  I  cordially  agree.  I  do  not  think,  to 
pass  to  another  point,  that  we  ought  to  pro- 
ceed to  drastic  measures  m  order  to  put 
something  in  the  pockets  of  officers  in  the 
Army,  or  that  it  is  necessary  to  trample 
an3^hing  down  with  our  hands,  or  to 
stamp  it  down  with  oiu*  feet,  or  whatever 
the  treatment  may  be  which  commends 
itself  to  the  hon.  Member,  but  I  do  think 
some  effort  should  be  made  not  to  close 
the  door  of  our  Army,  and  certainly  not 
the  door  of  oiu^  cavalry  to  every  man  who 
does  not  enjoy  an  income  of  £160  a  year 
in  the  one  case  and  £500  in  the  other.  In 
view  of  this  oi'isis  it  is  nothing  less  than 
u  scandal  and  a  danger  to  the  ^npire  that 
we  cannot  get  young  men  into  the  cavalry 
unless  their  fathers  or  their  friends  are 
able  to  give  them  incomes  to  enable  them 

Mr,  JFyndhoMi. 


to  live.    I  may  tell  the  Committee  that 
we  have  been  working  at  that  problem. 
,  Au  important  committee    sat  during 
:  last  winter,    presided  over  by  Genera 
I  French,   who  is  gathering  fresh  laureh 
every  day  in    South     Africa.  That 
j  Committee  has  dealt  in  great  detail 
with  this  very  subject,  which  is  one  trf 
I  the  greatest  public  importance.    I  waa 
I  glad  that  the  hon.  and  gallant  GentlemMi 
the  Member  for  Bye  liailed  with  satis- 
'  faction  our  proposals  for  giving  Volunteer 
regiments  £su;iiities  for  training  during 
one  month,  but  he  went  on  to  say  that 
the  proposals  ought  to  be  more  elastic 
That  criticism  is  due  to  some  misappre- 
'  hensiou.    We  offer  facilities ;  we  do  not 
I  exact  services  from  the  Volunteers,  and  I 
'  tried  to  make  it  clear  that  we  should  con- 
j  suit  the  peculiar  conditions  of  the  several 
1  corps  in  the  matter.    We  wish  in  all 
'  these  matters  to  work  in  consultation  and 
i  co-operation  with  hon.  Members,  like  the 
hon.  and  gallant  Meml>er  for  Kye,  who 
are  well  qualified  to  speak  for  that  force. 
;  I  may  say  that  what  I  stated  as  regards 
the  Volunteers  holds  good  in  respect  <rf 
:  the  Yeomanry.     I  have    been  asked 
j  several  questions  about  the  Yeomanry. 
I  happen  to  know  that  a  number  of 
Yeomanry  commanding  officers  are  to 
'  hold  a  meeting  next  Friday.    I  have  seen 
some  of  them,  and  we  have  invited  the 
fullest  entression  of  their  opinion  both  as 
.  regards  the  Volunteers  and  the  Yeomanry. 
I  have  to  say  that  the  proposal  that  they 
j  should  encamp  for  one  month  is  only  fixed 
on  our  part  as  a  desirable  thing  for  this 
year.  It  is  an  emergency  proposal,  though 
i  we  think  a  very  necessary  one,  but  it  is 
one  of  those  measures  which  I  venture  U> 
:  call  instnictive  experiments.    If  it  turn's 
I  out  that  such  a   period   of  training 
,  is  not  only  useful  to  the  force  but  aXao 
.  appreciated  by  it,  then  that  would  be  one 
'  of  the  very  best  reasons  why  it  might 
r  with  advaiitage  be  continued  in  the  years 
I  to  come,  though,  perhaps,  on  a  modified 
;  and  reduced  scale.    I  shall  now  go  on  as 
I  bricHy  as  I  can  to  the  many  questions- 
1  addressed  to  me  yesterday.    I  could  not 
j  complete  my  reply  last  night  to  all  the 
I  points  then  raised,  and  was  obliged  to 

I  bivouac  on  the  field  of  battle.  Taking 
t  up  the  thread  of  the  debate  last  night) 

I I  nave  a  personal  correction  to  make  a 
j  statement  I  made  in  reply  to  the  right 
I  hon.  Baronet  the  Member  for  the  Forest 
j  of  Dean.  I  said  we  had  borrowed  eight 
\  battalions  from  India  for  the  war.  That 
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was  the  number  we  borrowed  not  only 
from  India  but  from  the  Mediterranean ; 
we  only  borrowed  fom-  from  India.  With 
regard  to  the  question  asked  by  the  hon. 
Member  for  King's  Lynn,  whether  we 
are  going  to  overhaul  the  armaments  and  \ 
ammunition  of  our  forts  in  this  country,  i 
I  have  to  say  that  we  are,  but  I  purposely  , 
left  that  out  in  my  speech  last  night,  | 
because  we  propose  to  lay  oiu"  scheme  ; 
before  Parliament  later  in  the  session.  : 
Itegret  has  been  expressed  that  we  have  • 
not  attempted  to  form  an  army  corps  of 
Auxiliary  forces.    It  is  under  consiaera- 
tion  at  this  moment  whether  that  is  or  | 
is  not  a  practical  proposal,  and  therefore  1 1 
should  not  be  justified  in  discussing  it 
this   afternoon.      The   right   hon.   the  ; 
Member  for  Ilkeston  asked  whether  we  , 
are  making  any  addition  to  the  Royal 
Army  Service  Corps.     Yes,  Sir,  we  arc.  ; 
We  are  offering  instead  of  30  commissions  j 
lOJ  commissions,  and  we  are  estimating  ' 
for  an  increase  of  250  non-conmiissionea  j 
utiicers   and    men.     I  am'  asked  for ' 
further  particulars  as  to  the  terms  that 
will  be  given  to  the  Yeomanry,  more 
especially   in    the   matter   of  horses. 
That  is  one  of  the  questions  which 
will  bo  carefully,  and  1  hope  liberally, 
considered  in  consultation  with  the  Yeo- 
manry commanding  officers.    We  came  to 
an   arrangement    satisfactory   to  both 
parties  in  respect  of  the  mounted  infantry 
which  have  been  sent  to  South  Africa. 
That  being  so,  we  hope  we  shall  not  fail 
to  solve  what,  after  all,  is  a  much  easier 
problem.    We  are  now  considering  very 
carefully  all  the  provisions  for  giving 
Iwunties  to  the  Militia.    We  have  not 
yet  arrived  at  a  definite  conclusion,  but 
the  trend  of  our  opinion  is  that  the 
bounties   and   the    conditions   arc  too 
various  and  complicated ;  that  it  is  an 
anomaly,  and  not  wise,  to  have  oiie  man 
getting  £3  IDs.,  another  £2,'and  a  third 
£,\.    In  any  case,  we  shall  not  offer  for 
three,  four,  or  five  months  work  a  sum 
considered  adequate  for  one  month.  The 
hon.  Member  for  South-East  Essex  made  a 
statement  in  respect  of  the  guns  to  which 
I  must  take  exception.  He  told  us  that  our 
guns  could  only  fire  five  rounds  a  minute, 
whereas  the  guns  of  foreign  armies  fired 
ten  and  fifteen  rounds.    Well,  that  is  not 
BO.    In  this  matter  aimed  rounds  are  the 
only  rounds  that  count.    For  the  German 
guns  only  five   rounds   a  minute  are 
claimed.    With  our  present  guns  we  can 
fire  almost  five  rouncU  a  minute ;  but  the 


new  guns  which  we  have  ordered  with 
certain  improvements,  which  make  them 
practically  quick-firing  guns,  will  fire  eight 
aimed  rounds  a  minute.  We  have  ordered 
guns  of  that  type  for  the  forty-three 
batteries,  and  the  only  reason  why  we  do 
not  order  more  is  that  we  wish  to 
profit  by  the  reports  which  we  shall 
receive  from  South  Africa  before 
plunging  into  a  re-arming  programme. 
It  is  quite  clear  that  when  the  bulk  of  the 
artillery  has  been  engaged  in  a  long  war 
you  are  approaching  near  to  the  time  of 
re-armament,  and  we  must  profit  by  the 
experience  of  the  war.  If  we  find  that 
we  can  better  those  guns  which  fire  eight 
rounds  a  minute,  they  will  be  a  sort  of 
transitional  weapon,  and  they  will  bo 
ttiven  to  the  Auxiliary  forces  when 
the  Regular  forces  are  armed  with 
weapons  of  greater  value,  and  I  think  the 
Auxilliary  forces  will  be  very  glad  to 
hear  that  at  any  rate  they  wiU  differ 
materially  from  those  now  in  use.  The 
hon.  Member  for  Northampton  asked  me 
whether  we  proposed  to  nuse  Volunteers 
in  Ireland.  No,  it  is  not  our  intention. 
He  also  asked  tab  what  the  scheme  would 
cost,  and  several  hon.  Members  have 
asked  for  greater  detail  in  respect  of  the 
money  portion  of  this  Estimate.  I  tried 
to  show  that  it  was  not  an  easy  question 
to  answer.  Part  of  this  programme  is 
permanent  in  every  sense  of  the  word  ; 
part  of  it  is  permanent,  but  subject  to 
contraction  in  certain  contingencies.  The 
fifteen  battalions  are  permanent.  Although 
the  men  have  been  voted,  money  has  not 
been  taken  for  them  in  previous  Esti- 
mates ;  and  therefore  in  respect  of  money 
we  must  regard  the  fifteen  battalions  as 
an  increase  of  the  Line  involving  a  per- 
manent increase  of  £750,000.  We  want 
depots,  which  will  cost  £35,000,  so  that 
the  permanent  up-keep  may  be  put  at 
£785,000.  There  will  be  a  capital 
charge  for  barracks,  which  I  would  put 
at  £1,500,000.  Then  there  are  what  I 
may  call  semi-permanent  provisions — 
namely,  the  batteries.  When,  as  now, 
you  have  two  army  corps  abroad,  and 
these  added  batteries  for  two  additional 
army  corps  are  in  full  blast,  the  full 
charge  of  their  up-keep  will  be  on  the 
Estimates.  Taking  seven  batteries  of 
Horse  Artillery  at  £15,000  and  thirty- 
six  batteries  of  Field  at  £12,000,  there 
will  be  an  annual  charge  of  £535,000. 
But  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  say  what 
,  the  annual  charge  would  be  when  you 
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had  reduced  these  batteries,  because  that 
is  a  question  of  policy  which  cannot  be 
debated  on  this  Supplementary  Estimate. 
Vie  can  hear  what  hon.  Meml>^  have  to 
say  to  that  when  we  come  to  the  Army 
Estimates,  of  this  year  and  the  year  in 
which  it  is  proposed  to  reduce  these  bat 
teries  in  consequence  of  the  artillery 
having  returned  from  South  Africa.  An 
hon.  Member  wanted  to  know  how  the 
120,000  men  were  made  up.    He  is  aware 
that  such  a  number  really  has  no  relation 
to  the  forces  in  the  field.    They  are  made 
up  in  this  way.    Gross  excess  on  original 
estimate,  and  also  further  demands  made 
that  will  jgive  us  in  respect  of  the  Army 
Beserve  recalled  to  the  colours  55,000 
men  ;  in  respect  of  the  Colonial  forces  we 
are  asking  for  26,000  more  than  the  9,000 
on'ginally   asked   for ;    Yeomanry  and 
Volunteers,    20,000 ;    European  troops 
moved  from  India,  2,500,  in  addition  to 
the  original  6,000  ;  native  Indian  troops 
moved  to  garrison  at  Mauritius,  3,500  ; 
and  an  estimated  further  gain  by  re- 
cruiting up  to  31st  March,  13,000.  If 
you  add  this  to  what  was  done  in  October 
you  get  the  gross  excess  over  the  original 
estimate  of  155,000  men.    We  have  luked 
for  sanction  for  men  borrowed  from 
India    for    any    purpose,    and  every 
colonial  soldier  in   receipt  of  Imperial 
pjiy.   The  speech  of  my  hon.  and  gallant, 
friend  the  Member  for  the  Wellington 
Division    of     Somerset    was    a  very 
able  and  interesting  speech ;  but  I  failed 
to  make  my  meaning  clear  to  him.  He 
took  exception  to  the  fact  that  there  are 
now  109,000  Regulars  in  this  country, 
and  he  went  on  to  say  that  I  had  con- 
nected them  in  some  airect  manner  with  i 
the  field  army  of  three  army  corps  and  I 
three  cavalry  brigades.    If  I  left  that  im-  \ 
pression  on  his  mind  I  bungled  my  job  ! 
yesterday.    I  thought  I  had  made -it  clear.  . 
I  tried  to  do  so.    lexplicitly  stated  in  the  ' 
beginning  of  my  remarks  that  I  was  only  | 
putting  before  the  Committee  the  raw  i 
material  in  mere  numbers  we  had  at  our  i 
disposal,  and  I  tried  to  make  it  clear  what  \ 
were   the  methods  of  organisation  to  t 
which  we  have  recourse  in  order  to  get  a  I 
mobile  army  out  of  that  mass  of  raw  ! 
material.    We  have  in  February  109,000  I 
Regulars,  and  we  expect  to  get  30,000  I 
more.     We  have  28,000  Auxiliaries,  and  [ 
we  expect  to  get  50,000  more,  the  total  ; 
of  Regulars  and  Auxiliaries  at  the  end  of  ' 
the   year   being   517,500.     As   far  as  , 
organisation  goes  the  plan  of  the  Govern- 

Mr.  WymUuan.  j 


ment  is,  while  training  these  men  to 
greater  efficiency,  to  nmke  out  of  that 
number  a  field  army  of  three  army  corps 
and  three  cavalry  brigades  <^  3-40,000 
men.  It  may  be  askra,  "  \Miy  do  you 
make  these  proposals  for  home  defence 
instead  of  submitting  proposals  for  the 
reinforcement  of  India  and  South  Africat" 
As  this  field  army  is  formed  it  is  available, 
and  the  quickest  way  of  doing  that  work 
is  to  set  oiu-  hands  to  the  task  of  collect- 
ing the  miits,  placing  them  in  the 
barracks,  and  giving  facilities  for  proper 
training.  The  hon.  and  gallant  MemWr 
said  the  best  thing  in  the  debate  last 
night.  He  described  our  scheme  as  being 
one  of  "  in.vitation  and  imagination."  It 
is  very  witty,  and  I  ivill  a£nit  that  it  is 
perfectly  true.  But  I  waited  to  hear  bis 
alternative  ;  and  I  do  not  know  on  what 
better  method  you  can  proceed.  If  you 
set  compulsion  on  one  side  you  must  turn 
to  some  method  of  encouragement.  It  is 
a  scheme  oj  invitation.  We  do  in\'ite, 
and  I  hope  we  in\'ite  cordially.  It  is  a 
scheme  of  imagination,  because  we  suggest 
as  an  exercise  of  the  imjigination  that 
it  is  a  scheme  about  which  we  all  ought 
to  think  a  great  deal,  but,  perhapo, 
talk  as  little  as  possible.  It  has  been 
said,  also,  that  I  had  been  guilty  of  hereby 
in  respect  of  the  Navy,  VVe  are  hanlly 
allowed  to  manage  military  forces  for 
home  defence  without  being  accused  of 
forgetting  the  existence  and  the  import- 
ance of  the  Fleet  for  the  protection  of  the 
country — the  policy  of  the  "  blue-water 
school."  I  belong  to  that  school.  I  4to 
not  regard  the  military  force  as  I>eing 
important  to  anything  like  the  same 
degree  as  the  Navy  in  this  matter.  I  am 
ready  to  whittle  down  with  the  best 
whittlers.  I  will  put  it  as  low  as  thii^ 
I  do  not  look  upon  this  as  a  defence 
against  attack.  I  regard  it  as  an  insurance 
against  the  fear  which  might  spring  from 
a  threat.  That  is  putting  it  low  enough. 
All  the  same,  we  ought  to  have  that 
insurance.  I  think  that  if  the  Fleet  were 
sent  away,  and  we  had  no  militaiT 
bystem  of  defence,  you  might  have  a  panic 
which  might  turn  out  a  strong  Ooveni- 
ment  or  force  the  hands  of  a  weak 
Government ;  and  this  might  be  courting 
an  Impend  disaster. 

*Al)MiRAi.  FIELD  (Sussex,  Blastbourne); 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  war  has 
brought  out  grave  shortcomings  in  our 
military  system.    I  care  very  little  for 
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these  reforms  so  long  as  we  get  the  sub- 
stance for  the  Navy  and  Army.  An  hon. 
Member  who  spoke  just  now  seemed  to 
condemn  the  military  department  because 
it  had  been  compelled  to  borrow  from  the 
Navy  guns,  men,  and  search-lights.  There 
is  no  room,  I  say,  for  such  criticism  as 
that.  The  whole  of  the  service  on  South 
African  stations  are  proud  to  be  of  service 
in  this  war.  Tt  is  quite  true  that  the 
Navy  lent  heavy  guns,  and  it  is  quite 
true  that  a  clever  officer.  Captain  Percy 
Scott,  designed  the  carriage  for  them,  but 
there  is  nothing  in  that.  It  is  our  duty 
to  render  assistance,  and  when  Sir  George 
White  applied  for  our  assistance  he  got 
it.  I  understand  the  Admiralty  have  sent 
more  guns  out  to  replace  those  which 
were  lent  to  the  Army,  so  that  where 
the  War  Office  has  to  repay  I  fail  to  see. 
1  am  not  prepared  to  support  the  hon. 
Member  for  Dundee  in  his  view  of  this 
military  programme,  and  that  this  is  not 
the  proper  time  for  proposing  a  vote  of 
this  nature.  The  hon.  Member  seems  to 
cast  aside  the  fact  that  we  are  at  war, 
And  to  su£^;est  that  we  should  wait  with 
dignity  until  the  Estimates  come  on  in 
their  regular  course  before  we  embark  on 
any  scheme  of  this  kind.  But  I  would 
remind  the  hon.  Gentleman  that  time  is 
the  essence  of  the  whole  business.  If 
there  have  been  shortcomings  on  the 
part  of  the  Cabinet,  the  Ministers  con- 
cerned have  been  candid  enough  to 
acknowledge  them.  They  have  confessed 
their  faults.  But  the  faults  do  not,  in 
my  opinion,  lie  with  the  War  Office,  but 
with  past  Parliaments  and  past  Govern- 
ments. I  will  prove  my  words.  The 
Navy  was  in  the  same  condition  in  1885, 
probably  in  a  worse  condition  than  the 
Army  is  now.  And  why  was  that  1 
Because  the  Government,  like  Govern- 
ments before  and  since,  were  too  anxious  to 
square  their  budgets  with  popular  feeling, 
irrespective  of  the  needs  of  the  services. 
Two  years  ago  there  was  a  reduction 
in  the  dutv  on  tobacco  which 
meant  £1,250,000.  Had  that  £1,250,000 
been  preserved  and  handed  over  to  the 
War  Office  we  should  not  have  been  in  the 
plight  we  are  in  now.  We  should  not  be 
asked  for  £750,000  for  new  battalions 
and  £530'000  for  new  artillery.  The 
tobacco  tax  would  have  met  the  whole  of 
the  expenditure.  Nobody  asked  that  it 
should  be  taken  oif.  I  was  entirely 
opposed  to  it.  Public  opinion  did  not 
demand  it ;  but  the  nation  does  demand 


I  that  our  naval  and  military  efficiency 
shall  be  miuntained.  You  cannot  have 
I  your  cake  and  eat  it.  Now  you  axe  called 
]  upon  to  speni  money  like  water  ;  whereas 
!  if  you  had  pursued  a  sound  policy  and  the 
Government  had  had  the  courage  of  its 
convictions  we  should  not  have  been  in 
the  hole  we  are  in  now.  I  have  listened 
with  great  attention  to  the  able  statement 
put  forward  by  the  ITnder  Secretary  of 
State  for  War.  He  referred  to  the  "  blue 
water  school,"  but  whatever  he  may  say 
about  us  he  must  admit  that  the  present 
expedition  to  South  Africa  was  only 
possible  because  the  Navy  is  strong.  Sir, 
when  the  "  red  school  " — the  military 
school — can  point  to  a  result  similar  to 
that  achieved  by  the  agitation  of  the 
"  blue  water  school"  they  will  have 
something  to  be  proud  of.  (iet  some  dis- 
tinguished man  to  "stump"  the  country 
and  agitate  for  the  redress  of  your 
military  grievances,  just  as  Admiral  Sir 
Geoffrey  Hornby  did  in  our  behalf,  and 
the  nation  will  very  soon  give  all  you 
ask.  AVhen  I  am  addressing  the  House 
on  these  questions  I  regant  the  two 
sen-ices  as  one.  I  do  not  put  one  before 
the  other.  The  only  rivalry  between 
them  is  as  to  which  of  us  shall  die  first 
for  our  country,  and  in  that  matter  I  am 
(]^uite  willing  to  grant  precedence  to  the 
sister  service. 

Mr.  F.  W.  WILSON  (Norfolk,  Mid) 
said  that  one  of  the  first  things  to  be 
taught  the  men  of  this  country  was  the 
way  to  shoot,  and  he  would  like  to  ask 
the  Under  Secretair  of  State  for  War 
what  steps  were  to  be  taken  by  the  War 
Office  to  secure  the  reopening  of  closed 
rifle  ranges.  He  was  afraid  that  much 
could  not  be  done  unless  some  compul- 
sion was  applied.  He  knew  of  a  case 
where  a  single  squatter's  cottage  and  the 
convenience  of  its  inmates  had  been  put 
before  the  benefits  of  an  adjacent  rifle 
range  which  had  to  be  closed.  Again,  at 
such  an  important  centre  as  Colchester 
the  range  was  closed  for  years  because  of 
the  objeclaoiu  of  the  lord  of  the  manor, 
and  no  doubt  the  lord  of  the  manor  was 
a  very  magnificent  person.  Musketiy 
training  at  short  ranges  only  was  not 
enough.  Long  ranges  must  be  opened 
and  compulsory  powers  secured  for  that 
purpose  in  the  future.  As  to  the  mounted 
infantry  being  raised  in  connection  with 
the  Yeomanry,  he  would  like  to  know 
whether  it  was  to  be  insisted  on  that 
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candidates  should  have  the  cavalry  seat  i 
instead  of  the  splendid  hunting  seat  which 
men  had  been  accustomed  to  in  their  , 
youth.    It  seemed  to  him  that  when  they 
invited  country  gentlemen  to  join  they 
put  a  great  obstacle  in  their  way  by 
insisting  on  the  cavalry  seat.    The  hon.  i 
member  also  thought  that  the  Volunteers  I 
should  be  drilled  in  the  art  of  taking ' 
cover.    One  of  the  i-easons  of  the  Boers'  \ 
successes  was  that  they  did  take  all  such  ! 
cover,  and  refused  to  fight  in  the  open,  i 
With  regard  to  the  reopening  of  rifle  ' 
ranges  he  lu'ged  that  there  should  be  full 
charge  ammunition  and  full  range,  as  the 
Volunteers  had  found  the  half-charge 
jiramunition  hopeless  for  rifle  shouting. 
He  hoped  in  the  rearrangement  of  Army 
matters  this  question  of  rifle  shooting ; 
would  not  be  overlooked,  but  it  could  j 
only  be  dealt  with  satisfactorily  by  the  | 
putting  into  force  of  compulsory  powers. 

*SiR  HERBERT  MAXA\T*XL  {AVigton- ' 
shire):  If  I  understand  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Dundee  aright,  he  wished  1 
the  Committee  to  believe  that  we  were 
not  to  rely  upon  our  land  forces  for  i 
defence.    I  should  be  the  last  man  to 
imderrate  the  importance  of  a  strong 
fleet.    The  Fleet  must  of  course  always  ; 
be  our  first  line  of  defence,  but  the  Fleet ; 
is  not  enough  unless  it  is  supported  by  . 
an  adequate  mobile  land  force.    There  is 
at  least  one  instance  within  this  century 
to  which  I  may  appeal  as  evidence  in  sup- 
port of  that  view.    It  was  not  long  after 
the  beginning  of  this  century,  aboui  six 
years  after  the  battle  of  the  Nile  had  l>een 
fought,  and  when  the  maritime  power  of 
England  was  paramount,  that  the  Fleet 
very  nearly  failed  us  for  defence.    I  do 
not  for  the  moment  remember  whether 
Mr.  Addin^n  or  ^Ir.  Pitt  was  Prime 
Minister;  it  was  aiter  the  year  1804, 
when  Napoleon  had  150,000  men  lying 
at  Boulogne,  with  a  flotilla  ready  to  bring 
them  over  to  this  country  if  he  could  but 
lure  away   our   fleet.    Cornwallis  was 
watching  one  French  fleet  at  Brest,  Nelson 
was  watching  the  combined  French  and 
Spanish  fleet  in  Cadiz.     The  combined 
fleet  managed  to  get  out  of  Cadiz,  gave 
Nelson  the  slip,  and  got  five  days  start 
across  the  Atlantic  Kelson  followed^  and 
was  six  months  absent.   That  combined 
fleet  escaped   back   ^^n    across  the 
Atlantic,  and  had  it  not  encountered 
another  British  fleet  under  Sir  James 
Calder  in  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  it  is  my 
Mr.  F.  W,  fTOton. 


belief  that  the  army  which  Napoleon  had 
at  Boulogne  would  have  been  able  to 
make  a  safe  passage  across  the  Channel. 
It  may  be  said  that  that  did  not  oome  oflf, 
that  the  Fleet  proved  effective.  Yes,  but 
it  was  too  near  to  be  pleasant,  and  ii  is 
our  duty  to  see  tdiat  we  do  not  run  any 
such  risks  in  the  future.  I,  therefore, 
hope  that  my  hon.  friend  will  receive,  as 
he  no  doubt  deserves,  the  heartfelt  thanlcs 
of  this  country  for  the  able  and  lucid  pro- 

r>sitions  he  has  laid  l>efore  the  Committee, 
have  not  enough  to  contribute  to  this 
debate  to  presume  to  stand  before  the 
Committee  very  long,  but  there  is  one 
branch  of  the  service  with  regard  to 
which  I  can  speak  from  experience,  and 
which  I  would  press  the  hon.  Gentleman 
to  consider  well  before  he  makes  any  far- 
reaching  changes  in  it — I  allude  to  what 
is  now  spoken  of,  but  with  very  little 
reason,  as  the  "  old  constitutional  forte,"' 
the  Militia.  It  is  a  remarkable  thing, 
but  it  is  not  present  to  the  mind  of  every- 
one that  we  have  not  a  single  Militia 
regiment  left.  We  have  nothing  but 
territorial  regiments.  The  old  Militia 
has  been  so  far  incorporated  with  the 
Army  that  the  name  "  Militia  "  has  dis- 
appeared from  the  Army  List,  except 
within  brackets,  and  the  old  county 
Militia  regiments  have  become  third 
and  fourth  battalions  to  the  Line  r^- 
ment^.  I  believe  that  was  a  change  in  the 
right  direction,  my  only  complaint  being 
that  it  did  not  go  suflficiently  far  or  deep. 
I  would  urge  upon  my  hon.  friend  the 
expediency  of  altogether  altolishing  the 
misleading  title  "  Militia."  It  is  a  dis- 
credited title  -I  say  it  with  pain,  for  1 
served  for  more  than  twenty-one  years 
with  the  Militia ;  I  was  very  fond  of  the 
service,  and  always  hoped  to  see  it  put  on 
a  proper  footing.  It  is  a  discredited  title, 
being  always  associated  with  inferiority 
to  something— to  the  Army  it  used  to  be, 
to  the  Line  battalions  of  the  same  regi- 
ments as  it  is  now.  Of  course,  I  do  not 
claim  that  a  force  which  is  brought  up  for 
'  only  short  periodical  training  can  be  as 
I  efficient  in  any  respect  as  a  force  always 
:  under  arms.  It  is  impossible  that  it 
,  should  be  so.  What  I  mean  is  that  what- 
'.  ever  force  you  ha^  e  you  must  make  it 
something  vfith  which  those  <tf  whom  it 
:  is  competed,  whatever  their  rank,  can 
I  take  a  pride.  They  must  not  always  be 
reminded  that  they  are  inferior  to  regular 
soldiers.  If  they  are  so  reminded  you 
will  not  draw  the  best  class  of  officers,  nor 
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get  the  best  kind  of  recruits.  During  the 
time  I  served  with  the  force  the  point 
which  impressed  itself  most  upon  my 
mind  in  the  way  of  discouragement  was 
the  system  of  Militia  Reserve.  Ever 
since,  at  all  events,  the  commencement  of 
this  century,  the  Militia  has  supplied  the 
Army  with  a  veri'  large  number  of  re- 
cruits. During  the  Crimean  AVar  it  sent 
30.000  to  the  Line  regiments.  At  that 
time  ever)'  officer  who  brought  100  re- 
cniits  from  the  Militia  to  the  Line 
received  a  commission  in  the  Regular 
Army.  That  was  altered  under  the 
territorial  system,  and  although  the  Militia 
still  supplies  a  large  number  who  join 
the  line  battalions,  those  men  do  not 
join  under  their  own  officers.  They  are 
taught  to  look  upon  their  officers  as  fit 
only  for  drill  purposes,  and  when  there 
is  real  work  to  be  done  you  draw  away 
the  best  men  from  the  Militia  battalions 
and  send  them  to  the  Line.  The  effect  of 
that  is  two-fold.  It  deprives  the  men  of 
all  respect  for  their  own  officers,  and  it 
prevents  the  officers  taking  any  pride  in 
their  work.  What  I  would  like  to  see 
done  is  this— not  that  the  present  Militia 
luittalions  should  be  put  on  an  equal  foot- 
ing in  r^rd  to  privileges,  and  esteran,  if 
you  like,  wiUi  the  Regukr  Service,  because 
they  do  not  earn  that,  they  do  not  work 
for  it but,  in  so  far  as  the  Militia  contri- 
butes to  the  efficiency  of  the  Line  regi- 
ments, let  all  ranks  share  alike  ;  send  the 
men  to  serve  under  their  own  officers — 
for  it  is  well  known  that  men  always  serve 
Itest  under  their  own  officers — and  exact 
from  those  officers  a  higher  standard  of 
qualification.  At  present  there  are  schools 
all  over  the  country  for  the  instruction 
and  education  of  Militia  officers,  but  there 
is  no  obligation  for  those  officers  to  take 
advant^  of  them.  That  obligation 
should  be  made  a  very  strict  one.  I 
woidd  like  to  see  every  officer  compelled 
to  justify  his  right  to  wear  the  Queen's 
imifomi  hy  passing  a  certain  standard  of 
efficiency.  Until  that  is  done  it  cannot 
be  expected  that  the  men  will  have  a  proper 
degree  of  confidence  in  and  respect  for 
their  officers.  I  do  not  think  I  need 
lalKHir  this  question  any  longer.  I 
am  sure  my  hon.  friend,  a  soldier 
himself,  has  enou^  sympathy  with 
the  Auxiliary  Services  to  ponder  well 
the  changes  he  proposes  to  make.  As 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  follow  those 

Sroposals  they  are  in  the  right  direction. 
\x%  I  am  not  quite  sure  whether  be  has 


realised  the  strain  he  is  about  to  put,  by 
greatly  extending  the  period  of  training,, 
on  the  class  of  men  from  whom  the  ranks 
of  the  Militia  are  recruited.  Perhars  I 
have  not  correctly  gathered  his  idea,  but 
as  far  as  I  understand  it  he  proposes  to- 
embody  and  encamp  Militia  regiments- 
for  a  period  of  six  months. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  For  this  year. 

*SiR  HERBERT  MAXWELL*  Forthis^ 
year  only.  Then  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  heiirtily  respond  to  his  call,  as  they 
have  already  responded  to  the  call  of 
duty:  But  I  would  ask  hon.  Members- 
never  to  forget  the  strain  which  has 
been  put  upon  the  men  in  the  ranks 
of  the  Militia  hy  that  call.  There  never 
was  a  time  when  men  of  all  kinds  were  so 
well  paid  or  work  so  plentiful  as  the 
present,  and  yet  the  Militia  have  come 
forward  almost  to  a  man.  I  hope  that 
that  will  be  reckoned  to  the  credit  of  the 
Militia  force  in  the  future.  Hitherto 
they  have  had  no  credit  for  what  they 
have  done,  although  it  is  quite  true  that 
they  have  shed  their  blood  as  freely  on  the 
battlefields  of  Europe  as  any  soldiers  of  th& 
Queen  ever  have  done,  but  they  have  done 
it  as  units,  and  not  under  theirown  officers. 
Now,  for  the  first  time.  Militia  battalions 
have  been  sent  to  the  front,  and  I  am  not 
afraid  of  the  way  in  which  they  will  bear 
themselves.  At  the  same  time,  that  is 
not  the  work  fo:  which  the  Militia  was 
intended,  and  I  do  not  believe  that  hon. 
Members  think  it  is  desirable  that  the 
present  system  of  allowing  battalions  to 
volunteer  for  the  front  should  be  con- 
tinued. A  soldier's  duty  is  to  go  where 
he  is  sent,  and  not  where  he  wants  to  g(V 
and  until  you  get  that  spirit  you  will  not 

?et  out  of  the  men  all  they  are  capable  of. 
lay  I  express  a  hope  that  the  rest  of 
this  debate  may  be  a  little  more  practical 
than  a  great  part  of  it  has  been  in  the 
past.  We  are  a  very  peculiar  people.  W& 
sit  in  this  chamber  and  we  consider  our- 
selves in  camera.  We  discuss  the  most 
delicate  problems,  and  we  make  out  to 
our  own  satisfaction  that  the  War  Office 
has  been  asleep,  that  our  generals  are  in- 
competent, and  that  the  whole  adminis- 
tration of  the  i^airs  of  this  country  is  in 
a  state  of  muddle  and  embarrassment. 
There  is  not  much  harm  done  here,  and  it 
may  be  very  edifying  to  some  of  our 
foreign  critics.  But  it  may  also  be  a 
little  misleading,  and  it  does  not  tend  to. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1407       Army  {Supplemetdai-y)  {COMMONS} 


EstimaffX. 


1408 


smooth  the  path  of  our  relations  with 
other  countries  that  we  should  always  be 
washing  our  dirty  linen  in  public. 

Colonel  KENYON-SLANEY  (Shrop- 
shire, Newport) :  I  have  been  somewhat 
struck  with  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment. I  do  not  think  it  wrong  that  the  Ser- 
vice Members  of  this  House  should  take 
this  opportunity  of  indulging  in  a  little 
self-pride^n  regard  to  the  results  that  have 
been  achieved,  apparently  by  their  con- 
tinual pegging  away  at  the  objects  they 
have  had  in  view.  We  have  heard  Mem- 
bers asking  for  an  increase  of  infantry  in 
former  times,  and  we  have  heard  hon. 
Members,  above  everything  else,  pointing 
out  the  enormous  necessity  of  increasing 
the  amount  of  artillery.  Some  of  us 
have  pointed  out  the  mistakeH  that  were 
made  in  recent  alterations,  and  we  have 
expressed  our  desire  for  more  cavalry. 
Upon  every  one  of  these  points  we  now 
find  that  the  Executive  Gov  ernment  is  in 
accord  with  us,  and  therefore  I  hope  and 
trust  that  the  somewhat  cheap  and  silly 
attack  levelled  at  us  colonels  and  military 
critics  by  the  hon.  Member  for  Northamp- 
ton will  cease,  now  that  the  country  has 
taken  up  in  earnest  the  practical  points 
which  the  colonels  in  this  House  have  been 
urging  all  these  years.  I  do  not  at 
all  agree  with  all  the  criticisms  which 
have  been  made  from  the  other  side  of 
the  House.  I  think  we  have  wasted  too 
much  time  in  taking  credit  to  ourselves 
and  identifying  ourseh-es  and  our  own 
judgment  with  the  position  in  which  the 
Government  is  placed  under  these  pro- 
posals wMch  are  now  offered  for  our 
acceptance.  What  are  the  chief  points 
on  which  I  think  the  country  is  looking 
most  anxiously  to  this  debate  ?  I  do  not 
think  we  are  wrong  in  saying  that  pro- 
bably the  chief  point  which  the  country 
wishes  to  know  about  is  the  number  of 
reinforcements  which  are  available  for 
South  Africa.  The  noble  Lord  the 
Secretary  of  State  for  War  assured  the 
country  that  50,000  men  were  now  under 
orders  or  on  their  way  to  South  Africa. 
I  believe  the  number  of  men  indicated  in 
that  statement  is  as  many  as  the  generals 
wish  to  have  under  their  command,  and 
as  long  as  that  number  can  be  maintained 
so  long  will  the  military  exigencies  of  the 
case  be  met,  and  the  country  will  derive 
much  satisfaction  from  that  statement. 
Now  I  come  to  the  other  point  dealt  with 
by  these  proposals.    Some  people,  both 

Sir  H.  Maxwell. 


outside  and  inside  this  House,  seem  to 
think  tbat  these  proposals  are  aimed 
at  the  fear  of  an  invasion  from  a 
foreign  country.  I  think  that  is  an 
unwise  view  to  take  of  the  situation.  I 
have  faith  in  the  position  which  the  Fleet 
holds,  and  it  is  certain  we  shall  at  all 
events  have  considerable  notice  and  warn 
ing  of  any  possible  attitude  of  invasion 
or  any  possible  preparation  for  such  an 
invasion.  How  much  notice  does  the 
country  think  would  be  wanted  to  bring  not 
500,000  men,  but  quadruple  that  number 
of  men  into  the  field,  ready  to  defend  this 
country  in  case  an  invasicm  were  imminent, 
for  the  purpose  of  repelling  any  such 
invasion  t  I  take  leave  to  say  that  the 
number  of  men  in  this  countrj*  who 
know  how  to  use  a  rifle  and  who  are 
capable  of  falling  into  line  instantly  fw 
this  purpose  can  hardly  practically  be 
estimated.  If  the  Government  have 
plenty  of  rifles,  and  take  care  that  oppor- 
tunities are  ^forded  for  practising  rifle 
shooting,  the  men  would  be  forthcoming 
in  hundreds  of  thousands  for  the  purpose 
of  repelling  invasion.  Therefore  1  regard 
this  cry  of  invasion  aa  more  or  less  of  a 
bogey.  There  are  people  who  lay  stress 
upon  this  idea  of  an  invasion,  and  it  is 
probably  quite  right  that  that  section  of 
public  feeling  should  Iks  assured  by  the 
measures  put  forward.  I  notice  that  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  who  leads  the 
Opposition  announced  that  this  policy 
would  dictate  an  increase  of  the  arma- 
ments in  foreign  countries.  Possibly 
the  policy  of  foreign  countries  dictates 
our  policy  at  home.  I  think  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  should  not  take  shelter 
under  that  dictum  without  considering  to 
what  extent  it  nuiy  be  developed.  This 
subject  l>efore  us  may  be  arranged  under 
two  heads — emergency  proposals  and  per- 
manent proposals.  Without  professing 
to  have  any  particular  authority  for  say- 
ing so,  I  myself  believe  that  these  pro- 
posals are,  on  the  whole,  the  best  that 
could  lie  made.  I  *  believe  they  take 
advantage  of  the  best  resources  at  our 
command  for  the  immediate  present,  and 
that  they  deal  with  those  resources  on 
the  whole  in  the  most  practical  and  n|ad 
way  in  which  those  resources  could  he 
utilised.  If  that  is  so  there  ought  to  lie 
universal  satisfaction  with  these  proposals 
from  that  point  of  view,  and  a  general 
desire  to  give  effect  to  them,  and  see 
them  carried  into  active  practice.  W'ith 
reference  to  these  emergency  proposals 
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there  are  some  points  which  should  be 
dealt  with,  but  they  are  matters  of 
detail  which  will  be  elaborated  bit  by  bit 
as  the  scheme  works  out.  With  regard 
to  the  Militia  I  do  not  wish  to  dwell 
upon  that  point  beyond  saying  that  I 
i^ree  very  much  with  whaW  fell  from  my 
nght  hon.  friend  who  preceded  me,  and  I 
am  glad  to  notice  that  full  attention  is  to  be 
paid  to  that  brauch  of  the  service,  and 
that  it  will  be  developed  in  a  way  satis- 
factory to  them  and  to  their  feelings  of 

Eride.    With  regard  to  the  Volunteers,  I 
ope  and  trust  that  with  the  feelings  now 
existing  in  the  country  che  people  will 
respond  to  the  invitation  of  the  Govern- 
ment.   I  only  hope  the  full  strength  of 
the  Volunteers  will  }»  maintained,  not 
only  during  the  progress  of  this  war,  but 
after  it  is  over,  when  we  shall  have  to 
establish  things  upon  a  firmer  footing  for 
the  future.    1  do  not  wish'  to  dwell  upon 
this  point  in  detail,  but  I  think  that  in 
the  case  of  Volunteer  corps  belonging  to 
counties  and  country  districts  it  will  be 
very  difficult  to  get  those  men  to  come 
out  for  any  length  of  time  under  canvas. 
You  might  Iw  able  to  develop  what  would 
be  a  very  popular  movement  among  the  ' 
Volwiteera,  and  that  is  to  give  a  certain  ; 
amount  of  money  and  support  to  officers 
commanding  companies  to  undertake  field 
days  on  their  own  account  in  the  districts 
in  which  they  live    Opportunities  would 
be  willingly  granted  by  the  local  land- 
owners, and  such  experience  would  be  of 
very  considerable  value.     The  country 
generally  would   take  an   interest  in 
seeing    these    manoeuvres    going  on 
amongst  them,  and  this    would  help 
to  engender  a  military  feeling  in  the 
Voiunteera  much  greater  than  people 
would  imagine.    like  everyone  else  I 
attach  the  greatest  importance  to  what 
the  Government  intend  to  do  in  regard 
to  providing  rifle  ranges.    Although  the 
long  ranges  are  necessary,  yet  short  ranges 
would  be  extremely  useful,  and  I  hope  the 
Government  will  take  full  advantage  of 
opportunities  for  getting  short  ranges.  If 
you  can  teach  men  to  use  the  sights  on 
the  rifle  you  will  have  gone  some  distance 
towards  getting  them  to  make  the  proper 
use  of  the  rifle  and  getting  the  best  pc^- 
sible  results  out  of  the  weapon  placed  in 
their  hands.   But  these,  I  understand, 
are  mostly  to  be  treated  as  emergency 
proposals.    Personally  T  should  not  be 
so  much  interested  in  these  emergency 
proposals  if  I  did  not  think  they  would 


lead  up  to  those  more  permanent  proposals 
which  I  hope  are  in  the  mind  of  the 
Government  at  the  present  time.  The 
immediate  permanei^  proposals  ai-e  not 
very  laige.  I  think  on  this  point  the 
whole  tone  of  the  speech  of  the 
hon.  Member  for  Dimdee  was  exag- 
gerated throughout.  He  talked  of  vast 
changes,  enormous  expense,  and  so  on. 
With  regard  to  the  permanent  proposals 
the  changes  are  not  vast  and  the  expense 
is  not  enormous.  They  are  lai^e,  but  it 
is  using  exaggerated  language  to  talk  of 
this  addition  to  our  permanent  Army  as 
vast.  Those  of  us  who  have  been 
desirous  of  seeing  the  flghting  forces  of 
this  country  put  upon  a  proper  footing 
welcome  these  proposals  as  an  indication 
of  a  permanent  iiuireaae  in  some  impw- 
tant  points.  We  are  delighted  to  see  that 
so  large  an  addition  is  to  oe  made  in  our 
artillery  ;  we  are  delighted  that  there  are 
to  be  more  cavalry  and  more  infantry 
battalions  taken  under  this  Vote.  But 
why  do  we  want  all  these  1  It  is  not 
because  we  are  so  interested  in  the  defen- 
sive scheme  which  some  people  talk  of, 
or  that  we  wish  to  see  our  home  defences 

Sermanently  increased  on  these  shores, 
ut  because  we  recognise  in  this  per- 
manent increase  in  the  Army  an  addition 
which  will  give  to  us  a  stronger  mobile 
and  striking  force.  I  am  anxious  to 
see  these  emergency  3H:t)posals  carried  out 
to  the  full,  not  for  toe  moment,  but 
because  they  lead  up  to  the  increase 
of  the  permanent  force  in  the 
future,  greater  molHlity  and  striking 
power  which  most  of  us  believe 
to  be  absolutely  necessary  to  our 
military  organisation,  and  which  all 
military  authorities  ought  to  aim  at.  It 
seems  to  ms  as  if  some  hon.  Members  have 
talked  rath«"  as  if  they  were  inclined  only 
to  have  had  emergency  proposals  and  put 
the  others  by,  and  few  of  them  are  men 
who  recognise  the  necessity  of  greater 
striking  powa-.  We  should  welcome  this 
addition,  and  also  this  better  system  b}' 
which  these  forces  shall  be  utilised  in  the 
future.  Let  us  get  the  men  and  be 
thfuikful  we  can  get  so  many,  because  this 
increase  will  be  one  of  great  value,  and  I 
hope  it  will  lead  up  to  a  greater  and  a 
more  permanent  increase  in  the  future. 
It  is  appairat  to  aU  that  for  the  immediate 
moment  it  is  wise  to  stiffen  our  Auxiliary 
forces  by  improvements  of  a  permanent 
character,  and  if  the  ideas  of  the  Govern- 
ment arc  successful — and  I  Iu>pe  and  trust 
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they  will  be — just  in  proportion  as  they 
Are  successful  so  will  they  be  able  to  utilise 
more  and  more  the  Regular  forces  in 
directions  which  we  think  are  of  para- 
mount importance.    I  do  not  wish  to 
«peak  at  length  upon  these  points,  and  I 
do  not  think  it  will  be  wise  to  enter  into 
minute  criticism  for  which  we  shall  have 
a  future  opportunity.    I  think,  however, 
we  may  say  broadly  that,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances as  they  exist  at  this  moment, 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  do  meet 
the  immediate  necessities  of  the  war, 
and    they    also   indicate  a  resolution 
to  deal  with  the  larger  questions  in  the 
future  in  a  broader  spirit  than  they  have 
been  dealt  with  hitherto,  and  they  will 
result  not  only  in  an  increase  of  the  forces 
of  the  Army,  but  they  will  also  give 
us  an  opportunity  of  remodelling  our 
organisation  so  that  every  single  fighting 
man  in  this  island  may  be  taken  ad- 1 
vantage  of  to  the  utmost  of  his  capability.  I 
What  we  want  to  secure  our  position 
■  oven  more  than  a  well  organised  defensive 
force  is  a  force  so  organised,  so  mobile, 
.and  under  such  command  that  it  can  i 
leave  our  shores  with  the  greatest  rapidity  j 
\whenever  it  is  required.    I  think  these ; 
3>ropos(ds  tap  the  best  sources  which  the  , 
Government  could  tap,  and  I  wish  them  ' 
hearty  success.    I  think  we  ought  to  be 
grateful  to  the  Government  for  gauging 
public  opinion  so  accurately,  and  for  doing  : 
their  best  to  give  effect  to  it. 

Captain  SINCLAIR  (Forfarehire) :  So 
■far  as  the  emergency  proposals  go,  I  agree  I 
entirely  with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  i 
has  just  sat  down  that  they  deserve  our  . 
heartiest  support.    However  great  the  j 
•disappointment  may  be  in  some  quarters 
lof  the  House  because  the  Government  • 
have  not  gone  in  for  a  more  radical ' 
scheme,  that  course  would  have  benn  i 
<aoen  to  the  most  damaging  criticism.  | 
To   swop    horses    at    such    a    time  I 
as  this  is  entirely  out  of  the  question,  and  : 
in  taking  such  steps  as  are  necessary  to  ' 
■consider  our  position  by  proceeding  on 
the  old  lines  and  developing  those  lines  '■ 
the  Government  have  done  all  they  could 
to  receive  and  claim  our  support.    So  ' 
far  as  home  defences  go,  my  own  opinion  , 
is  that  the  result  nf  this  debate  will  | 
be  rather  to  further  the  impression  that 
if  we  are  at  present  in  a  position  of  em- ' 
lianassment  and  humiliation  it  is  not 
upon  the  War  Office  or  the  military 
.authorities  of  the  country  that  the  rmpon- , 


sibility  should  be  laid.  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
practically  said  that  in  his  speech  upon  a 
former  occasion,  a  fortnight  ago,  when  he 
said  that  you  cannot  hoM  the  War  Office 
responsible  for  the  diplomatic  policy  of 
the  Government.  For  my  part,  hokW 
as  I  do  that  our  military  system,  with  m 
the  criticism  which  has  been  levelled 
against  it,  and  with  all  its  defects,  is  the 
best  system  that  has  hitherto  been  shown 
to  be  workable  in  this  country,  I  can  only 
look  with  satisfaction  at  the  way  in 
which  the  War  Office  has  performed  a 
task  far  greater  than  certain  people 
ever  expected  it  wa3  able  to  do. 
Another  point  of  great  importance  is 
the  question  of  the  home  defences. 
The  Cardwell  system  has  always  subor- 
dinated  the  home  defences  of  this  country 
to  our  interests  abroad,  and  I  am  de- 
lighted that  this  opportunity  has  come  in 
do  what  is  necessary,  and  that  is  to  put 
the  home  defences  upon  a  right  basis.  It 
is  perfectly  true  that  it  involves  expense, 
but  if  you  spend  a  certain  amount  of 
money  and  get  an  inefficient  machine, 
you  had  better  spend  the  complement  of 
that  money  and  put  your  home  defences 
upon  a  proper  and  a  satisfactory  luim 
Then  there  is  the  question  of  the  per- 
manent addition  to  the  forces,  and  the 
Gk>vemment  have  been  criticised  fw 
mixing  up  their  War  Estimate  with  the 
permanent  addition  to  the  defensive 
power  of  the  country.  I  should  have 
thought  it  would  have  been  quite 
possible,  knowing  that  the  House  would 
have  sanctioned  what  they  have  done,  to 
have  presented  us  with  their  whole 
scheme  at  a  later  date,  and  so  focus  the 
discussion,  and  enable  us  to  discuss  from 
a  more  general  point  of  view  the  whole 
problem.  At  the  same  time,  recognising 
the  enormous  amount  of  work  laid  upon 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War,  there  may 
have  been  difficulties  in  bringing  forwanl 
the  whole  scheme.  I  cannot  help  feeling 
that,  in  spite  of  all  the  satisfaction  that 
is  felt  with  the  proposals  of  the  Govern- 
ment, there  is  considerable  disappointment 
and  anxiety  as  to  the  future.  I  do  not 
mean  as  to  the  proceedings  in  South 
Africa  or  home  defences,  but  I  cannot 
help  believing  that  altogether  there  is  a 
conviction  that  this  must  of  necessity  lie 
a  very  tentative  [Hvpos^  The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman pointed  out  with  satisfaction  that 
if  these  schemes  were  realised  it  would  be 
possible  for  the  Gk>vernment  to  proceed  to 
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still  larger  schemes.     For  my  part,  I  j 
shoitld  regard  these  larger  schemes  mth ' 
groat  seriousness.    How  are  you  going  to  | 
effect  by  your  present  system  any  great  i 
extension  of  your  voluntary  forces  1  Last  \ 
year  we  discussed  at  great  length  the  I 
question  of  recmitiug,  and  it  was  endent , 
from  every  side  that  in  spite  of  every , 
effort  that  had  heeii  put  forward  by  the  , 
Government  to  increase  the  forces  of  the  ; 
country,  the  total  addition  to  the  Army 
last  year  was  only  between  5,000  and 
€.000  men.    Now  you  are  going  to  add 
hy  your  present  scheme   25,000  men,  | 
apart  from  the  additions  to  your  Yohm- ; 
teers,  Militia,  and  other  services,  all  of  '■ 
which  increase  and  multiply  the  drain  i 
(ipon  the  resources  of  the  country.     1 1 
should  very  much  like  the  Undei;  Recre- , 
tary  to  give  us  some  grounds  for  his  ] 
markedly  sanguine  anticipations  in  this 
matter.    .More  than  once  in  his  speech  I 
last  night  he  repeated  his  own  personal ; 
]>t;lief — founded,  no  doubt,  largely  upon  ■ 
the  belief  of  others— that  this  would  not , 
present  an  insuperatile  difficulty.    Every  \ 
ntom  of  experience  that  we  have  seems  • 
to  me  to  show  that  we  have  very  nearly 
exhausted  our  present  supply  of  recruits. 
You  may  do  what  you  lilco  in  additional : 
facilities,  in  pay,  in  barracks,  and  in 
clothing,  l)ut  if  3'ou  want  to  make  atiy  ^ 
serious  addition,  vou  are  going  to  have  an 
onormous  addition   to  the  coat  of  your 
Army,  because  you  have  got  to  go  ri^ht  j 
into  the  lalwur  market  and  compete  with  | 
ninskilled  or  skilled  laliour,  which  is  very  ' 
much  higher  paid  than  your  soldiers.  [ 
This  is  a  very  old  story,  and  I  do  not 
want  to  go  into  it  at  length.    But  after  [ 
All,  if  we  arc  to  look  at  this  question 
seriously  we  have  got  to  look  ahead,  and 
if  the  scheme  of  the  (lovernmeiit  fails, 
what  then  1    It  seems  to  rae  that  you  ^ 
ha^'e  only   two  alternatives — yon  have 
•either  got  to  increase  the  pay  of  the  Army  , 
or  adopt  some  other  form  of  enlistment.  ; 
Every  sixpence  paid  to  your  Army  of 
1>etween  220.000  and  250,0<)0  men  means 
A  couple  of  million  pounds.    How  far  are 
you  prepared  to  go—that  is,  apart  from 
the  barracks,  ranges,  ammunition,  frequent  1 
rifle  practice,  ordnance,  rifles,  and  so  forth  1 ' 
The  other  alternative  is  some  form  of 
compulsory  enlistment,  which  has  been 
hinted  at  in  the  House  here.    It  is  not 
necessary  to  discuss  this,  but  we  must 
keep  in  mind  on  occasions  such  as  this 
these  alternatives  which  are  staring  us 
Jn  the  face  if  the  present  scheme  of  the 


Government  fails.  We  are  bound  to 
face  these  contingencies.  People  talk 
as  if  there  were  no  difficulties  in  the 

?ue9tion  of  compulsory  enlistment, 
t  would  involve  an  entire  change  of 
system  not  only  in  our  military  organisa- 
tion but  also  in  our  civil  life.  Conscrip- 
tion means  an  elaborate  means  of  enrol- 
ment ;  it  means  that  no  man  can  leave  his 
country  without  notifying  his  change  of 
address,  and  it  is  altogether  foreign  to  the 
ideas,  habits,  and  customs  of  this  couutry. 
Apart  from  all  that,  it  is  only  too  well 
known  that  such  modified  attempts  at 
compulsion  as  were  tried  in  this  couutry 
did  not  meet  with  success.  I  wish  to 
press  my  request  on  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  that  he  would  give  us  some 
ground  for  hoping  that  the  proposals  of 
the  Government  are  likely  to  meet  with 
the  success  which  we  all  desire.  There 
are  only  two  alternatives  :  we  must  either 
increase  our  Army  by  this  or  other  means 
or  modify  our  policy.  The  hon.  Member 
for  Dundee  expressed  the  view  that  no 
increase  was  necessary.  It  is,  however,  a 
fact  that  an  increase  is  urgently  necessary. 
The  responsibilities  we  hare  .  incuiTed 
abroad  during  the  last  twenty  or  thirty 
years,  responsibilities  of  coaling  stations 
and  other  important  points  in  different 
pai'ts  of  the  world  have,  although  I  regret 
and  deplore  the  fact,  necessitated  a  Hmited 
and  moderate  increase  in  our  military 
forties,  if  our  system — the  Cardwell 
system,  as  it  is  called  —  is.  to  work 
smoothly.  I  only  hope  myself  that  that 
extension  will  be  kept  within  moderate 
limits,  and  that  we  shall  not  only 
maintain  the  Cardwell  system  in  regard 
to  the  home  establishment,  but  that  we 
shall  also  remember  that  a  complement 
to  that  system  is  to  allow  the  colonies 
whenever  po.ssible  to  rely  on  their  own 
forces  for  defence,  so  that  we  may  con 
ccntrate  our  home  force  as  much  as 
possible  within  these  islands. 

*Mr.  lees  KNOWLF>i  (Salford,  W.) : 
As  a  Volimteer  of  something  like  twenty 
years  standing,  I  wish  to  congratuUte 
the  Gkivemment  upon  the  position  in 
which  they  have  placed  Volunteers  by 
these  proposals.  When  one  reflects 
upon  that  position  in  years  gone  by 
one  is  impressed  by  this  wonderful 
alteration.  In  186.^,  when  a  guard  of 
honour  of  Volunteers  was  offej*ea,  it  was 
stated  there  was  a  rule  that  no  guard  of 
honour  was  ever  furnished  by  Volunteers 
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to  the  Royal  Family.  However,  I  noticed 
the  other  day  that  a  guard  of  honour  of 
Volunteers  was  furnished  at  Osborne  to 
Her  Majesty  the  Queen.  That  shows  the 
difference  between  the  status  of  Volunteers 
in  years  gone  by  and  at  the  present 
time.  As  regards  the  business  of  war, 
the  essentials  of  an  army  are  eqtupment 
and  mobility.  I  will  not  allude  to 
mobility,  but  with  regard  to  equipment 
I  am  extremely  glad  that  our  Volunteers 
will  be  armed  with  modern  weapons 
and  that  adequate  range  accommoda- 
tion is  to  be  provided  for  them.  In 
coiniection  with  that  I  would  suggest  that 
further  railway  facilities  might  be  given 
to  enable  the  Volunteers  to  travel 
more  rapidly  and  at  a  cheaper  rate 
greater  distances  from  our  centres 
of  population,  and  thus  they  might  be 
enabled  to  obtain  ranges  at  a  cheaper  cost. 
At  Salford  our  Volunteers  travel  for  an 
hour  by  train  and  have  a  most  excellent 
range  on  a  grouse  moor  at  Crowden.  That 
idea  might  be  followed  out,  perhaps,  in 
other  localities.  It  is  a  question  of  ex- 
pense for  the  executive  Government.  I 
am  glad  that  our  Volunteers  are,  so  far  as 
is  possible,  to  be  brought  under  further 
military  discipline.  I  think  that  it  will 
be  beneficial  to  the  country,  that  it  will 
improve  the  health  and  develop  the 
muscles  of  our  men,  and  teach  them  regu- 
larity and  obedience.  I  should  also  hope 
that  some  means  might  be  adopted 
whereby  garrison  duty  in  addition 
to  camp  life  might  be  provided  for 
the  Volunteers.'  Many  Volunteers  have 
business  engagements,  and  it  seems 
to  me  that  the  Governmont  ought  to 
make  friends  with  the  employers  of 
labour  throughout  the  country.  At  the 
present  moment  the  employers  are  show- 
ing great  self-denial,  and  are  doing  all 
they  can  in  connection  with  the  Volunteer 
movement  I  believe  the  more  real  you 
make  the  service  of  the  Volunteers,  the 
more  popular  it  will  be  in  the  country. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  they  have 
really  done  some  good  work.  It  has 
been  admitted  in  debate  that  some  of  the 
best  shooting  has  been  done  by  them, 
and  even  from  a  scientific  point  of  view 
much  good  work  has  been  done  by 
them.  I  remember,  for  instance,  that  a 
member  of  a  Volunteer  corps  recently  in- 
vented an  improvement  in  the  matter  of 
signalling.  It  has  been  already  said  that 
there  is  an  immense  amount  of 
material    to    be     obtained    in  the 

Mr.  Lea  KwmAes. 


country.  In  Salford,  with  a  popula- 
tion of  200,000,  we  could  easily  double 
our  battalion.  I  think  also  we  should  not 
forget  the  cadet  corps,  and  we  would  have 
a  most  excellent  shooting  force  if  oar 
police  were  able  to  practise  at  ranges  and 
become  marksmen.  It  is  said  that  there 
is  a  want  of  Volunteer  officers.  When  1 
was  at  Cambridge  I  remember  I  thought, 
'*  I  can  go  in  for  rowing,  cricket,  athletioa, 
or  any  kind  of  sport  at  the  university,  and 
when  I  go  down  I  can  join  a  Volunteer 
corps."  In  my  time,  therefore,  the 
Volunteer  corps  at  the  University  w» 
not  so  popular  as  it  is  now,  and  the 
eflect  was  that  when  men  came  dova 
from  Cambridge  it  was  difficult  to  induee 
them  to  take  commissions  in  other  Vohui- 
teer  corps.  I  think  something  ought  to 
be  done  to  popularise  the  Volunteer 
corps  at  our  universities  and  public 
schools.  I  think  also  it  would  be  a  vor 
^ood  thing  if  there  were  a  land  of  rotatiw 
in  and  out  of  the  ranks,  as  men  in  these 
corps  are  all  gentlemen  and  of  equal  social 
position.  I  am  the  only  man  in  the  House 
of  Commons  who,  as  a  member  of  the  Inns 
of  Court  Volunteers — usually  called  "  The 
Devil's  Own  " — had  the  honour  of  march- 
ing past  the  Queen  in  the  Jubilee  year 
as  a  private  and  the  right-hand  man 
of  my  company.  Another  matter  1 
am  particularly  keen  about,  and  that  if 
to  bind  together,  if  possible,  our  r^- 
mental  territorial  families.  I  think  we 
ought  to  do  everything  we  can  to 
induce  the  Line  battahons  to  take 
an  interest  in  the  Militia  battalions  and  the 
Militia  battalions  to  take  an  interest  in 
the  Volunteers,  and  each  in  one  another. 
We  are  trying  to  do  that  in  my  county, 
and  we  have  recently  started  in  Salford 
a  compassionate  fund  for  the  benefit 
of  the  three  branches  of  our  territorial 
regiment.  At  the  present  moment  the 
Lancashire  Fusiliers  have  three  Line  bitt- 
taliona  out  of  the  country;  one  at  the 
front,  one  at  Malta,  and  one  at  Crete,  and 
the  Volunteer  battalions  at  home  ought 
to  look  after  the  interests  of  the  Liw 
battalions  abroad.  I  think,  also,  we 
ought  to  do  something  to  induce  onr 
Volunteers  to  pass  into  their  own  bat- 
talions of  the  Line.  I  think  there  miut 
be  some  way  of  doing  that.  I  beliere 
that  one  reason  why  Volunteers  are  in- 
clined sometimes  to  pass  into  battalions  of 
another  regiment  is  that  they  thinJt  chey 
cannot  be  followed  if  they  leave  debts 
behind  them.   I  think  that  the  territorial 
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family  ought  to  be  bound  together  into 
one  united  whole,  and  that  some  sort  of 
privilege  should  be  given  to  Volunteers 
and  Militiamen  who  pass  forward  to  a 
line  battalion  of  their  territorial  regi- 
ment. I  myself  wrote  to  the  War  Ofl&ce 
some  time  a^  on  the  subject,  and  sug- 
gested that  in  our  own  case  we  should 
like  to  pass  on  a  company  from  our 
Volunteers  and  name  it  after  our  town. 
When  men  from  it  camo  back  to  Salford 
they  would  be  able  to  return  to  their 
old  friends,  and  might  be  able  to  use 
our  headquarters  as  a  kind  of  club  house. 
The  military  authorities  recognise  the 
necessity  for  strengthening  the  tie 
Iwtween  the  Army  and  the  Auxiliary 
forces,  and  the  more  they  combine  them 
together,  the  better  for  the  Army  and 


contents  of  that  speech,  because  it> 
strained  at  securing  an  increase  in  our 
forces  rather  than  better  organising  the 
forces  we  already  possess.  As  a  military 
critic  I  am  of  opinion  that  instead  of 
increasing  the  number  of  troops  we  ought 
to  make  our  forces  more  efficient.  I 
believe  we  have  already  a  sufficient  num- 
'>er  for  the  defence  of  this  country  and 
for  any  operations  in  which  we  are  likely 
to  be  engaged.  What  wo  are  deficient 
in  is  organisation,  and  I  am  sorty  indeed 
that  the  hon.  Gentleman  representing 
the  War  Office  should  have  been  oblig^ 
to  lay  stress  upon  the  number  to  be  added 
to  the  Army  rather  than  upon  an 
increase  of  efficiency.  He  has  said,  and 
said  rightly,  that  we  cannot  possibly  have 
comptusion  to  provide  soldiers  for  our 


the  State.    The  War  Office  have  adopted  j  garrisons  and  services  abroad.     But  how 


my  idea  to  some  extent,  for  they  recently 
raised  companies  of  Volunteers  in  cases 
where  their  Line  battalions  are  fighting 
in  South  Africa.  They  apparently 
recognise  that  it  is  desirable  for 
general  efficiency  that  Volunteers 
should  take  a  special  interest  in  their 
l>attations  abroad.  In  this  matter  wo  have 
with  us  the  interest  of  the  Commander-in- 
Chief,  who  recently  wrote  me  a  letter 
stating  that  he  took  a  deep  interest  in 
the  volunteers'  movement  and  their 
future. 

♦Colonel  AVELBV  (Taunton):  The 
hon.  and  gallant  Member  for  Forfar  at 
the  beginning  of  his  speech  praised  the 
War  Office  system  very  much,  and  said  it 
was  the  best  that  could  be  devised  for 
our  requirements,  and  that  it  had  done 
better  than  was  expected.  The  country, 
however,  expected  that  the  War  Office 
would  be  able  to  defend  the  £mpire,  and 
I  say  in  that  respect  it  has  to  a  very 
gr«it  extent  failed.  If  anyone  were  to 
Htate  in  this  House  that  the  Navy  were  not 
efficient  to  defend  the  Empire,  I  think 
such  an  imputation  would  bo  very  much 
resented.  This  war  is  one  that  was  com- 
mon talk  for  many  years,  and  surely  it  is 
a  war  which  might  have  been  prepared 
against,  and  all  the  plans  of  which  should 
be  considered  and  prepared,  just  as  the 
Navy  would  have  done.  I  desire  to  join 
with  those  who  have  congratulated  the 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War  for  the 
able  speech  in  which  he  set  forth  the 
measures  which  are  going  to  be  taken.  I 
am  only  sorry  that  i  am  obliged  to  state 
that  I  was  much  disappointed  by  the 

VOL.  LXXVni.   [Fourth  Serik.] 


is  this  very  great  increase  which  is  pro- 
posed going  to  be  provided  t  I  ask  where 
are  the  men  to  come  from  1  Even  in  this 
time,  when  recruiting  is  popular,  I  doubt, 
in  the  present  state  of  the  labour  market, 
whether  it  is  possible  to  procure  a  larger 
number  of  men  except  by  offering  them 
a  considerable  bounty.  There  is  no  ques- 
tion as  to  the  importance  of  the  forty- 
three  batteries  about  to  be  added  to  the 
Army.  I  can  only  say  that  when,  after 
the  war  is  over,  it  is  intended  to 
reduce  them  to  cadres,  I  should  prefer, 
if  they  have  to  be  reduced,  that  they 
should  be  reduced  to  a  peace  establish- 
ment rather  than  to  cadres,  because  I 
believe  the  former  would  be  much  more 
efficient.  With  regard  to  the  Infantry 
to  be  added,  I  would  ask  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  whether  in  view  of  the 
wonderful  enthusiasm  shown  by  our 
colonies  to  take  a  part  in  the  Imperial 
Army  it  might  not  foe  possible  to  raise 
some  of  those  new  infantry  battalions  in 
our  colonies.  There  are  certain  Imperial 
ports,  like  Halifax,  which  might  well  be 
guarded  by  such  troCps,  thereby  setting 
free  the  Imperial  troops  supplied  by  this 
country.  I  am  afraid  the  only  result 
of  this  proposed  infantry  increase  will 
be  that  after  the  war  is  over  the 
battalions  will  be  reduced,  and  that  we 
will  have  a  number  of  half  pay  officers 
going  about  the  country  very  discon- 
tented with  the  treatment  they  have 
received  from  the  Government.  The 
filling  up  of  the  battalions  of  Militia 
and  volunteers  seems  to  me  to  be  only 
what  was  to  be  expected  to  happen  in 
time  of  war,  but  I  iinderBtoodJrom  thp 
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hon.  Gentleman  that  if  any  Volunteer 
corps  1,000  strong  found  it  had  a  con- 
siderable number  ready  to  join  it  could 
add  another  battalion  to  its  strength.  ! 
I  would  urge  the  hon.  Gentleman  before  ! 
another  battalion  is  created  that  there  | 
iihould  be  a  very  careful  inspection  of ' 
the  members  of  the  existing  battalion 
both  as  regards  military  and  physical 
efficiency.    I  would  also  ask  him  whether 
it  would,  not  be  better,  when  a  wave  of  I 
enthusiasm  is  passing  over  the  country,  i 
which  may  easily  decrease,  to  increase  j 
each  Imttalion  to  twelve  companies  of  100 
each.    With  regard  to  the  Yeomanry,  I ; 
am  one  of  those  who  cannot  favourably  ' 
r^ard  the  proposed  alteration.     If  it  I 
were  a  very  large  force,  one  likely  to  be  j 
reckoned  by  tens  of  thousands,  I  would  i 
aay  by  all  means  let  them  be  trained  as  j 
mounted  infantry  ;  but  it  is  a  small  force, 
And  by  the  conditions  of  the  country  it 
will  always  remain  a  small  force.  Men 
who  are  brought  up  as  cavalry  soldiers 
always  do  cavalry  work  better  than  men 
brought  up  as  mounted  infantry,  and  it 
would  have  been  better  to  have  retained 
the  Yeomanry  as  cavalry.    The  whole  of 
the  preparations  which  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man foreshadowed  seem  to  me  to  be 
influenced  by  what  is  called  '*  passive 
defence."  Under  that  system  96  battalions 
of  Militia  and  75  Volunteer  battalions  are 
allocated  to  seaport  towns.    I  would  ask 
what  those  battalions  are  going  to  do  in 
the  event  of  war.    Are  they  for  the  pur- 
pose of  preventing  an  enemy  landing  ?  If 
they  are,  we  should   want  something 
more ;  there  should  be  field  artillery 
attached  to  such  a  force,  and  they  would 
want  ammunition  columns.     If  it  were 
intended   to   repel  the   landing   of  an 
enemy's   whole   force   at,  for  instance, 
near  Dover,  it  would  l>e  no  use  sending 
these  battalions  without  artillery,  columns, 
and  brain.  The  sending  of  these  battalions 
to  these  seff^rt  towns  is  a  very  pernicious 
fiyetem,  and  it  would  be  much  better  to 
organise  a  largo  field  force  and  have  it 
thoroughly  mobile.    The  hon.  Geutleouin 
has  referred  to  three  army  corps,  a  very 
difficult  thing  to  define.     He  says  an 
army  corps,  as  he  means  it,  is  a  proportion 
of  the  three  arms  and  services,  upon  which 
all  militaiy  critics  agree,  and  seeks  a 
name  to  describe  it.    I  am  afraid  there 
is  not  a  name  which  could  be  applied  to 
that  force  which  would  not  be  misleading, 
because  any  special  name  given  to  it 
would  pre-suppose  special  organisation, 

Col.  Welbtj, 


which  the  hon.  Gentleman  himself  aays 
cannot  be  supplied  at  the  present  time.  I 
would  put  the  term  entirely  out  of  con- 
sideration. I  believe  it  is  exceedingly 
misleading.  I  think  it  has  misled  the 
First  Ijord  of  the  Treasury,  and  I  am 
sure  it  is  misleading  the  outside  public. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  knows  as  well  as  I 
do  that  an  army  corps  is  not  a  separate 
unit  itself,  but  that  it  is  made  up  of  two  or 
more  units  which  are  in  themselves  in- 
dependent. In  our  system  we  ha^  e  three 
divisions,  in  the  Continental  armies  there 
are  only  two,  and  I  would  ask  the  hon. 
Gentleman  whether  in  his  scheme  of  de- 
fence he  would  not  talk  of  divisions,  and, 
instead  of  three  army  corps,  talk  about 
nine  divisions.  As  soon  as  we  have  got 
the  divisiims  we  can  group  them  together 
by  threes  into  army  corps,  give  them 
a  general  and  staff  and  call  then 
army  corps,  but  to  talk  about  an  array 
corps  which  is  not  specially  or|;aiused 
is  really  misleading  to  the  coimtrT. 
though,  of  course,  I  do  not  say  that  the 
hon.  Gentleman  wishes  to  mislead.  It 
would  l>e  a  very  great  advantage  to 
organise  this  field  force  by  divisions 
instead  of  an  army  corps.  If  we  organise 
it  by  divisions  we  can  adapt  it  to  the 
organisation  we  already  possess.  Many 
of  our  present  districts,  each  with  » 

Seneral  and  a  luimerous  staff,  are  ver}' 
irge  in  their  ar«as,  and  contain  a  largr 
force  of  Militia  and  Volunteers,  whSe 
othei^  like  the  Thames,  Woolwich,  and 
South-Eastem  districts,  are  very  smalL  I 
would  ask  whether  in  organising  this  field 
force  it  would  not  t*  possible  for  every 
large  district  to  prepare  a  division  of  ite 
own,  and  to  make  use  of  the  general 
and  the  staff  already  in  cvistence ! 
If  we  were  to  have  these  divisions  of 
Militia  and  A'olunteers  with  guns  it 
would  ))e  of  inestimable  value  to  the  tuiits 
of  the  battalions  which  belong  to  them . 
and  it  would  give  experience  to  the  ^aff 
and  to  our  generals.  We  all  think  that  our 
gonerals  have  uot  had  a  fair  chance  of 
studying  their  work  in  the  field  on  a  huge 
scale  in  this  co\intry  ))efore  taking  com- 
mand on  active  service.  It  woidd  l»e  far 
bettcr  to  put  on  one  side  the  use  of  thf 
phrase  "army  corps!,"  and  to  organise  the 
whole  of  the  troops  which  are  going  to  he 
mobilised  into  di^sions,  and,  as  f ar  ai« 
possilile,  to  put  one  division  in  each  uf 
the  existing  districts.  If  that  were  done 
there  would  he  thereby  provided  a  force 
which  would  be  efficient  in  the  almost 
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impossible  contingency  of  an  invasion  of 
this  country,  and  efficient  also  for  re- 
inforcing the  war  in  which  we  are  now 
engaged  in  South  Africa. 

Mr.  SETON-KARR  (St.  Helens): 
[  want  to  emphasise  the  enormous  im- 
portance of  improving  the  rifle  shooting  of 
Her  Majesty's  forces.  I  listened  to  the 
speech  of  my  hon.  friend  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  with  great  interest, 
and  noticed  that  he  onl^  proposed  to  give 
increased  facilities  for  nfle  practice  to  the 
Volunteers.  That  is  a  most  excellent 
object,  but  he  did  not  say  anything  in 
regard  to  increasing  the  facilities  for  rifle 
practice  and  rifle  training  by  the  Militia 
and  Regular  forces.  1  take  personally 
great  interest  in  rifle  shooting,  and  it 
iicems  to  me  that  there  was  something 
wanting  in  the  hon.  Gentleman's  speech, 
and  that  he  did  not  appear  to  fully  realise 
the  enormous  increase  in  the  power  of  the 
modem  rifle,  and  the  necessity  of  educa- 
ting Her  Majesty's  forces  in  usi^  the 
rifle.  In  the  days  of  the  old  "!mown 
Bess "  there  was  not  such  a  thing  as 
practice  at  shooting  at  a  mark  ;  no  man 
could  do  more  than  hit  a  haystack.  The 
<iualities  necessary  in  a  soldier  were 
difterent  then  from  what  they  are  now, 
.and  the  men  did  not  require  to  be  edu- 
•cated  up  to  the  skill  now  necessary  in 
.using  modem  weapons.  Our  Army  is 
now  armed  with  an  almost  perfect -weapon, 
■except  in  some  minor  mechanical  details, 
which  in  that  respect  m^e  it  inferior  to 
the  rifle  possessed  by  the  Boers  and  the 
French.  Our  rifle  throws  a  bullet  with 
.as  marvellous  accuracy  as  any  modern 
jreapon,  but  I  do  not  think  our  military 
Authorities  have  grasped  the  enormous 
importance  of  educating  our  men  to  the 
■use  of  that  rifle,  although  I  have  not  the 
islightest  doubt  that  they  have  learned  a 
good  deal  of  late  about  the  power  of 
modem  flrearms.  Let  me  give  an  in- 
istance.  I  heard  a  story  of  what  happened 
in  the  days  of  the  A^rtini  rifle.  A  coat- 
of-mail  was  sent  down  to  Woolwich  to  be 
tested,  and  a  company  of  scddiers  were 
itold  ok  to  fire  at  the  coat-of-mail,  but  not  a 
■«ingle  shot  struck  it.  Let  me  give  another 
.instance.  At  the  battle  of  Ulundi 
twenty  years  ago,  our  soldiers  were 
Armed  with  the  Martini  rifle,  and,  firing 
At  a  comparatively  short  range,  they 
killed  1,000  Zulus  and  won  the  battle. 
But  it  is  calculated  that  only  one  in 
£ftoen  of  the  shota  fired  hit  a  Zulu  at  alL 


Now,  if  we  had  had  good  shooting  we 
might  have  dispensed  with  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  men  engaged  and  their 
transport.  I  quite  agree  with  my  hon. 
and  gallant  friend  who  has  just  sat  down 
that  it  is  of  more  importance,  from  a 
strictly  rational  business  point  of  view, 
that  we  should  provide  quality  rather 
than  quantity  in  our  soldiers,  especially  in 
their  shooting  powers.  I  thmk  if  the 
British  soldier  were  properly  trained  he 
wotild  be  just  as  good  a  rifleman  as  is  to 
be  found  in  the  world.  I  am  informed 
that  the  utmost  number  of  days  in  the 
year  which  the  ordinary  soldier  devotes 
to  musketry  practice  is  sixteen,  and  that 
he  does  not  fire,  at  the  outside,  more 
than  250  rounds  in  that  period,  including 
company  practice.  The  Militiaman  has 
only  three  days  rifle  practice,  and  only 
fires  sixty  rounds.  The  Volunteer,  unless 
he  chooses  to  provide  his  own  ammuni- 
tion, does  not  fire  many  more  rounds  in 
the  year.  I  contend  that  it  is  impossible 
to  produce  good  rifle  shots  under  these 
conditions.  It  cannot  be  done.  Unless 
you  give  facilities  to  our  soldiers  to  fire  a 
great  many  more  rounds  in  the  year,  and 
to  practise  at  long  distances,  and  at  un- 
measured ranges,  you  will  never  turn  out 
shots  like  the  Boers  or  the  cowboys  on 
Western  ranches.  Theselatter,owingtothe 
conditions  of  their  life,  and  the  country 
in  which  they  live,  can  go  to  their  front 
door  almost  and  practise  firing  from  there. 
Of  course,  we  cannot  get  such  facilities  in 
such  a  crowded  countr>'  as  this ;  still  a 
gi-eat  deal  more  i]^ight  be  done  than  at 
present,  and  I  think  we  should  hear  a 
little  more  on  this  subject  from  my  hon. 
friend  the  Under  Secretary  for  War.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  may  seem  presumptuous 
on  my  part,  who  am  not  a  soldier,  to  offer 
these  remarks  to  the  Committee,  but  I 
sometimes  think  there  is  a  danger  of  hon. 
and  gallant  Members  of  this  House,  old 
soldiers,  beinginfluenced  by  the  hide-bound 
traditions  of  the  service.  They  have  been 
brought  up  in  a  school  that  ttunks  every- 
thing of  drill  and  the  smart  appearance 
of  the  regiment  on  parade,  but  not  in  the 
school  in  which  it  is  considered  as  all  im- 
portant that  the  men  should  be  good  shots 
andthatsorae  inducement  should  heoffered 
to  them  to  make  themselves  good  shots. 
I  happen  to  be  one  of  a  body  of  gentle- 
men engaged  at  the  present  moment  in 
recruiting  a  company  of  sharpshooters  for 
the  YeomaniT  force,  and  I  may  tell  the 
Committee  tKat  the  men  I  luive  come 
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across  have  been  very  largely  attracted  j 
to  this  company  because,  as  they  say,  ' 
they  want  to  belong  to  a  corps  in  which 
all  the  men  will  he  good  shots.    "  We 
want,"  say  they.  "  to  tnow  whom  we  are 
going  into  action  with,  and  whether  the 
man  on  our  right  side  and  on  our  left  can 
use    his  rifle    effectively.     That  will 
strenethen  us  in  action. '   It  seems  to 
me  uiat  if  some  inducement  of  that 
kind   were  offered  in    some    of  the 
regiments   of   Her    Majesty's  regular 
forces,  it  might  be  of  very  great  use  in 
attracting  the  best  class  of  rifle  shots — 
men  who  would  be  proud  to  belong  to  a 
distinguished  corps  of  sharpshooters.  If 
I  have  a  fault  to  find  with  the  proposals  of 
the  Under  Secretary,  it  is  that  they  are 
not  large  enough.    I  am  glad,  however, 
that  they  are  so  large,  and  I  hope  that, 
when  the  proper  time  comes,  the  militu'y 
authorities  will  not  grudge  the  expense 
of  making  our  soldiers  the  best  riflemen 
in  the  world. 
♦Mr.  lough  (Islington,  W.) :  As  J  am 
not  a  military  man,  I  ought,  perhaps,  to 
apologise  for  intervening  in  this  debate  ; 
but  my  excuse  is  that,  ^though  the  Esti- 
mate is  for  £13,000,000,  only  £420,000 
has  been  explained  to  us  as  necessary  for 
reorganising  the  Army.    It  is  a  pity  so 
mdbh  has  been  made  of  that  £420,000. 
While  quite   willing   to   provide  all 
that  can  be  needed  for  the  war,  I 
should  like  to  ask  one  or  two  questions 
in  regard  to  the  twelve  and  a  half  millions 
which  have  to  be  applied  to  South  Africa. 
Will  that  sum  be  all  spent  on  the  31st 
March  1    The  Under  Secretary  in  his 
speech  stated  that  the  ten  millions  voted 
in  October  was  "  based  on  expectations  " 
as  to  what  the  war  would  cost,  but  these 
had  been  disappointed.    Most  of  the 
expectations  formed    by  the  Govein- 
ment  in  reference  to  this  sad  bnsineBs 
have  been  disappointed.    If  the  hon. 
Gentleman    can    assure    us    that  the 
sum  of  £23,000,000  will  be  sufficient 
to  meet  all  the  expenses  up  to  the  31st 
March,  he  will  do  something  to  allay  an 
uneasy  feeling  widespread  throughout  the 
nation.    We  nave  not  suflHeient  details  of 
this  large  sum  and  I  ask,  when  will 
these  fuller  details  be  supplied!  These 
is  an  additional  sum  of  five  millions, 
making  ten  altc^ther  for  transport — 
when  will  the  particulars'  of  that  be 
supplied  1   I  ask  these  questions,  because 
these  moneys  w|ll  not  be  ^ntad  in  next 
year's  Estimates. 
Mr.  SdoorKarr. 


Mr.  WYNDHAM:  They  wiU  come 

before  the  Public  Accounts  Committee. 

•Mr.    LOUGH:     Surely    the  hon. 
Gentleman  does  not  mean  to  say  that  the 
House  of  Commons  will  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  considering  the  details 
some  time  or  other.    Another  qaestioa 
which  we  should  consider  is,  whether  the 
War  Office  is  open  to  the  charge  made 
by  supporters  of  the  Government  in  the 
House  and  in  the  press  <^  havine  fallen 
short  of  its  duty  in  the  nations  emer- 
gency through  which  we  are  passing  T 
During  the  short  recess  there  was  a  great 
explosion  of  public  opinion,  and  the- 
parties    into    which    the  Government 
supporters  were  divided  threatened  to 
tear  each  other  in  pieces.    I  hoped,  a* 
an  opponent  of  the  G<»vemment,  tlut  that 
criticism  would  take  some  form  in  the 
House ;  but  it  has  not.   Now,  I  am 
one  of  those  who  thou^t  that  there  wag 
no  definiteness  in  that  attack.    It  ^rang 
from  those  who  desire  a  great  increaf>e  in 
our  annual  expenditure.    I   think  the 
War  Oflice  has  deseri'ed  well  of  the 
country.    It  has  raised  a  far  larger  force 
than  was  believed  to  he  necessary,  and 
has  done  the  work  wonderfully  «»- 
sidering  the  difficulties  with  which  it  had 
to  deal.    The  hospital  service  has  won 
the  encomiums  of  the  great  civil  sureeoag- 
who  have  gone  out  to  Africa.  Tbeee 
has  also  been  criticism  of  that  mjste 
rious  body  called  the   "Committee  of 
National  Defence."   None  of  u»  kn«w 
exactly  what  that  body  is ;  but  we  unriei^ 
stand  that  it  is  a  small  Committee  of 
the    Cabinet.      Years    ago    we  were 
told   that   its  great   function    was  to 
establish    harmony  between  the  War 
Office  and  the  Admiralty.    That  funetioa 
has  been  well  performed  during  the  last 
three  or  four  months.   The  War  Office 
and  the  Admiralty  have  worked  extremely 
well  together,  and  eveirthing  I  have 
in  praise  of  the  War  Office  may  also  be 
said  in  praise  of  the  Admiralty.     It  mav 
be  asked  why,  if  both  discharged  their 
duties  so  well,  is  there  so  much  d^ppmnt- 
ment  in  the  country  t    I  think  that  dis- 
appointment is  very  unreasonable.  If 
there  was  to  be  disappointment  it  should 
have  been  with  this  House,  and  it  anwe* 
£D0m  the  policy  adopted.    The  fact  '» 
that  the  War  Office  and  the  Admiralty- 
the  former  particularly— have  had  to  face 
a  far  greater  undertaking  than  this  House 
realised.    We  did  not  know  the  magni- 
tude of  that  task,  nor  had  it  been  realiaed 
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■by  the  Government  and  the  nation.  The 
Boer  preparations  were  greater,  and  the 
Boer  fighting  powers  lax  Urger  than  were 
supposed.  A  good  deal  has  been  8ud  about 
the  spirit  of  t£e  nation  during  the  present 
•crisra.  In  some  ways  that  spirit  has  been 
admirable.  There  has  been  a  great 
willingness  —  too  much,  I  think  —  to 
provide  the  Grovernment  with  help 
of  all  kinds ;  and  the  Grovemment  have 
been  a  little  too  ready  in  accepting 
voluntary  oflers.  I  think  there  has  been 
too  much  sending  round  the  hat  to  pro- 
vide our  soldiers  with  food,  clothing, 
luxuries,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  That 
is  a  system  which  deserves,  and  should 
JFeceive,  more  attention  from  the  War 
Office.  Our  soldiers  in  the  field,  who  o:  er 
their  lives  for  their  country,  are  worl'i^y  of 
the  best  support  of  the  nation  i  i  every 
way,  and  the  taxpayers  would  be  willing  to 
provide  everything  for  their  comfort.  I 
bave  been  surprised  to  see  how  many 
•offers  of  contributions  have  been  accepted, 
-and  I  think  the  Government  ought  to 
examine  into  this  matter.  If  these 
•clothes  and  comforts  are  necessary, 
the  War  Office  ought  to  send  them. 
It  seems  to  me  that  some  regi- 
ments may  be  a  great  deal  more 
popular  than  others,  and  these  will 
get  a  good  many  things  which  are  not 
«ent  to  the  others.  Where  all  behave 
-equally  well  all  should  be'  treated  alike  ; 
jind  the  War  Office  should  see 
that  each  regiment  is  treated  in 
this  respect  as  well  as  another.  I 
^believe  that  it  is  such  questions 
connected  with  the  war  that  we  ought  to 
discuss  under  this  Vote,  and  not  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Army ;  and,  like  others, 
I  have  been  placed  in  great  difficulty  by 
the  mode  of  procedure  of  the  Govern- 
ment. There  has  been  mixed  up  with  the 
necessary  war  Vote,  which  we  all  want  to 
^nt,  suggestions  which  require  a  great 
deal  more  consideration  than  we  can  possi- 
bly give  to  them  at  the  present  time. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  may  say  that  some 
of  these  questions  of  reorganisation  are 
urgent  at  the  moment,  but  he  has  not 
made  that  clear.  The  hon.  Gentlenuin 
-said  at  the  commencement  of  his  speech 
that  nothing  would  be  done  of  a  per- 
manent character  by  the  Government  at 
the  present  moment,  except  what  was 
necessary  im  connection  with  the  present 
wax.  [Mr.  Wyndham  dissented.]  Some 
statement  of  that  kind  was  made,  at  any 
rate.    We  ought  joot^  in  the  emergency 


in  which  we  are  placed,  to  undertake  an 
elaborate  permanent  scheme  for  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Army.  The  only  tend- 
ency of  such  action  is  to  raise  unduly  our 
already  extravagant  expenditure  without 
any  gus^ntee  of  greater  efficiency.  We 
ought  to  have  more  time  for  consideration, 
and  the  House  and  the  country  should 
have  a  better  opportunity  of  looking  into 
plans  than  can  fairly  be  expected  now. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  says  we  must  get 
more  men,  but  he  has  himself  met  that 
difficulty  by  admitting  that  the  War 
Office  has  got  as  many  recruits  as  it 
wants.  No  reasonable  objection  can  be 
made  against  the  propose.I  increase 
of  pay  to  the  Militia  and  Volunteers, 
but  we  could  freely  cousi  cr  it  at 
a  lattr  time  when  the  present  emer- 
ge; i  y  is  over.  I  conolu  le  by  igain 
ho,  ing  that  the  hon.  Gentleman  will 
give  us  fuller  explanation  of  what  is 
taking  place  in  South  Africa,  and  of  the 
details  of  the  expenditure  incurred. 

♦Captain  PRETYMAN  (Suffolk,  Wood- 
bridge)  said  he  wished  to  say  a  few 
words  in  connection  with  the  proposals 

laid  before  the  Committee  in  regard  to 
the  ariillery,  and  especially  in  regard 
to  the  division  of  work  suggested 
as  between  the  Regular  and  Volunteer 
artillery.  The  Under  Secretary  for  War 
has  made  a  proposal  which  appeared  to 
him  to  be,  of  all  the  excellent  proposals 
laid  before  the  Committee,  the  most  ex- 
cellent and  necessary — namely,  a  pro- 
posal for  the  increase  of  the  Regular 
artillery  by  no  fewer  than  forty-three 
batteries.  He  happened  to  be  an  officer 
in  one  of  the  old  horse  artillery  batten^ 
and  the  first  time  he  entered  the  precincts 
of  the  House  he  sat  under  the  gallery 
and  heard  the  motion  made  for  the  reduc- 
tion of  that  arm,  which  was  so  bitterly 
condemned  both  by  military  opinion  and 
by  the  country,  because  that  was  a  force 
which  could  not  be  improvised,  and  could 
not  be  efficiently  provided  by  any  Volun- 
teer force.  He  had  examined  the  pro- 
pwals  laid  before  the  House  of  Lords  by 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  War  and  com- 
pared them  with  what  had  been  said  in 
that  House,  and  it  was  not  clear  to  his 
mind  that  it  was  not  proposed  to  use  the 
Volunteer  artillery  as  a  mobile  force. 
He  believed — and  he  had  had  some  ex- 
perience with  artillery — that  the  Govern- 
ment could  not  get  better  value  for  the 
money  which  it  spent  on  Artillery  than 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1 427       Army  (Supplementary)       {  COM  MONS  } 


Esttinaies. 


1428 


that  which  it  spent  on  the  Volunteer 
artillery  in  giving  them  guns  of  position 
for  coast  defence.  It  was  a  remarkable 
fact  that  all  instructors  and  officers,  both 
in  the  Volunteers  and  in  the  Regular 
service,  bore  testimony  to  the  shortness 
of  the  period  in  which  a  Volunteer  artil- 
leryman became  proficient  in  his  work. 
He  had  also  a  particular  knowledge  of 
the  district  in  which  he  was  situated, 
and  as  to  how  it  would  be  armed  in  case 
of  war.  If  they  compared  the  cost  of  a 
regular  garrison  battery  of  artillery 
with  the  cost  of  a  battery  of  a  Volunteer 
corps,  the  House  would  realise  that  it 
got  better  value  for  the  small  sum  it 
spent  on  the  latter  than  from  what  it 
spent  on  garrison  batteries.  In  the  case 
of  Regular  field  artillery  they  had  to  have 
specially  trained  gunners  and  drivers, 
and  no  driver  was  efficient  until  he 
had  served  at  least .  two  years.  He 
did  not,  therefore,  think  it  was  pos- 
sible to  make  a  mobile  Volunteer 
field  artillery.  He  had  noticed  from 
the  statement  made  in  the  House  of 
Lords  that  the  Volunteers  were  to  be 
provided  with  15-pounder  field  guns,  and 
that  was  the  reason  why  he  had  risen  to 
press  the  point ;  it  was  not  a  question  of 
detail,  but  of  policy,  and  he  welcomed  the 
statement  that  forty-three  regular  bat- 
teries were  to  be  raised,  which  would  be 
allotted  to  the  new  army  corps,  largely 
composetl  of  auxiliary  forces.  He  hoped 
that  when  details  came  to  be  worked  out, 
every  encouragement  would  bo  given  to 
Volunteer  artillery  corps  in  every  dis- 
trict where  we  had  defences,  and  that 
they  would  be  trained  in  the  defence  of 
their  own  district.  He  hoped  that  nothing 
w^ould  be  done  to  checK  manifestations 
of  militar}-  zeal,  and  that  the  War  Office 
would  do  all  they  could  to  encourage  the 
formation  of  Volunteer  batteries.  He 
suggested  that  there  should  be  a  nucleus 
of  Reserve  men  in  such  batteries.  He 
wished  to  press  upon  the  House  the  im- 
portance of  having  the  Regular  latteries 
kept  up  to  their  full  strength,  and  said 
that  in  the  Egyptian  War  of  1881-2,  in 
order  to  make  up  a  battery  to  full 
strength,  they  had,  on  an  occasion  that 
came  under  ms  notice,  to  emaacnlate  six 
other  batteries  in  order  to  do  so.  That 
was  a  destructive  criticism  of  our  military 
system.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  on  that  occasion  no  Reserves  were 
callefl  up.  At  present,  by  calling  up  the 
Reserves,  they  could  have  all  the  seven 
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!  batteries  at  full  strength,  and  that,  he 
thought,  was  an  answer  to  a  great  deal  of 
I  the  criticism  they  had  heard.    As  to  the 
^  Volunteer  system  generally^  everything 
'  showed    that    the    GU}vemment  was 
thoroughly  alive  to  the  necessity  of 
strengthening  the  efficiency  of  the  Volun- 
teers ;  their  weakness,  he  thought,  lay  in 
the  small  supply  of  officers  generally,  and 
he  suggested  that  that  weakness  could  be 
met  by  giving  more  encouragement  to 
large  employers  of  labour  in  our  towns  to 
form  corps  out  of  their  own  workpeople, 
I  and  to  officer  them.    In  order  to  do  that 
I  they  must  remove  some  of  the  expenses 
<  which  fell  on  Volunteer  officers,  aiul  also 
I  let  them  feel  that  they  were  real  soldien. 
!  He  believed  they  would  welcome  any 
I  extra  demands  that   might   be  nude 
on  them  for  efficiency,   if   they  felt 
I  they    were    treated    as    real  soldiers. 
\  As  to  the  scheme  now  proposed,  he  re- 
I  minded  the  House  that  it  rested  solely  on 
i  voluntary  effort.    There  was  no  doubt 
we  had  sufficient  men  in  the  country,  and 
I  if  we  could  not  get  them  by  voluntary 
I  effort,  we  must  get  them  somehow  ;  but 
I  all  would  agree  that  every  effort  should 
I  be  made  to  eet  them  voluntarily.  They 
I  must,  therefore,  give  them  inducements 
I  to  volunteer.   As  to  the  criticism  on  Ui« 
I  War  Office,  he  believed  that  the  Depart- 
ment had  done  the  best  it  could  with  the 
materials  at  its  disposal.    They  set  up  no 
claim  to  perfection,  and  he  believed  they 
would  consider  all  suggestions  made  to 
them.    He  considered  it  an  encouraging 
feature  of  that  discussion  that  no  serious 
criticisms  had  been  made  of  the  proposals 
of  the  War  Office,  aithough  they  had  not 
departed  in  any  material  particular  from 
4he  system  on  which  Uiey  had  been  work- 
ing for  the  last  few  years.    It  was  a 
system  which  could  provide  what  we 
wanted — a  mobile  field  force,  and  one 
which  was  capable  of  almost  indefinite  ex- 
tension.   As  to  our  want  of  success  in  the 
present  war,  so  far  it  appeared  to  be  due 
I  to  the  fact  that  we  had  not  realised  at  the 
I  beginning  the  real  strength  of  the  forces 
I  arrayed  against  us.    He  su^estod  that 
some  reform  should  be  made  m  the  matter 
of  the  interchange  of  staff  and  regimental 
officers;  young  officers  were  frequently 
I  taken  on  to  the  staff"  and  when  promoted 
I  to  positions  of  responsibility  were  often 
)  deficient  in  regimental  training.  There 
I  should  be  a  constant  interchange  between 
I  the  officers  of  the  staff  and  those  serving 
;  with  the  regiments,  so  as  to  brin^  about 
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more  mutual  confidence  when  they  came 
to  work  together  in  time  of  war,  and 
combine  the  special  knowledge  of  both  in 
order  to  produce  the  best  results.  He 
hoped  that  on  both  sides  of  the  House  the 
fuUest  support  would  be  given  to  the  pro- 
posals of  the  Government,  both  in  the 
matter  of  carrying  on  the  {H'eaent  war  to 
a  successful  issue  and  also  in  the  matter 
of  providing  a  permaaent  increase  in  the 
defensive  forces  of  the  country. 

Sir  E.  T.  GOUELEY  (Sunderland)  con- 
tended that  the  main  object  of  the 
Government  in    bringing    forward  this 
scheme  was,  firstly,  to  meet  the  exigen- 
cies of  the  situation  in  South  Africa,  and, 
secondly,  for  the  purpose  of  home  defence. 
His  Wew  of  the  matter  was  that  the  whole 
of  the  War  Office  required  to  bo  put  into 
the  melting-pot.    The  permanent  officials 
constituted  tbe  portion  of  the  War  Office 
which  required  to  be  reformed,  and  in 
that  portion  Parliament  ought  to  apply 
the  pruning-hook.     In  the  present  crisis 
supports  were  sent  out  to  South  Africa 
consisting  entirely  of  infantry,  without 
either  cavalry  or  artillery,  and  afterwards, 
when  artillery  was  found  to  be  required, 
it  was  sent  out  by  the  slowest  transports 
that  could  be  obtained.   Had  it  been  sent 
by  the  transports  then  ready,  the  artillery 
could  have  got  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
by  the  date  at  which  it  eventually  sailed 
from  England.     Had  it  been  sent  out  by 
swift  vessels  it  would,  in  his  o|anion,  have 
made  all  the  difference  in  the  battles  of  i 
Colenso  and  Dundee.     It  would,  he  j 
thought,  have  saved  the  situation.    With  ' 
regard  to  the  question  of  horses,  they  [ 
could  have  been  purchased  in  South  Africa  ' 
to  a  large  extent,  but  the  War  Office 
instead  purchased  them  in  this  country 
and  sent  them  thousands  of  miles  over ! 
the  sea  to  South  Africa  before  they  were  I 
fit  for  service.     It  stood  to  reason  that ! 
native  horses,  which  could  have  been 
obtained  at  the  beginning  (rf  the  war,  were  I 
worth  far  more  than  Eorses  sent  from  - 
home,  which  had  to  be  acclimatised  before  , 
they  could  be  used.    Again,  if  at  the  com- , 
mencement  of  the  campaign  the  Govern- 
ment had  accepted  the  offer  of  mounted  , 
infantry  which  they  had  since  been  so  ! 
glad  to  avail  themselves  of,  we  should  1 
not    be    in    the  difficult  position   in ; 
which  we  find  ourselves  at  the  present ' 
moment.     The    House  was  told  that 
the  Government  underestimated  the  re- 
sources of  the  Boers,  but  such  a  thing 


should  never  have  occurred  in  the  most 
expensive  War  Office  in  the  world.  There 
was  no  excuse  whatever  for  the  blunders 
and  conduct  of  the  War  Office  in  the 
preparations  for  the  war,  especially  with 
regard  to  heavy  guns.  With  regard  to 
the  scheme  put  forward,  it  was  not  clear 
whether  the  Militia  was  to  be  embodied 
for  four  or  five  months  this  year  or  every 
year.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  it  was 
only  this  year,  but  even  in  that  case  it 
might,  and  probably  would,  disorganise 
the  trade  of  various  districts  if  so  lai^  a 
body  of  men  were  called  out  for  so  long. 
In  the  district  which  he  represented  no 
less  than  2,000  men  would  be  affected, 
and  it  was  hardly  to  be  expected  that  the 
employers  of  those  men  would  keep  their 
positions  open  until  they  were  disem- 
txxiied.  He  would  like  to  point  out  to 
the  hon.  Grentleman  that  what  we  want  in 
the  Volimteers  is  efficiency.  At  present, 
about  one-third  of  the  men  in  our  Volun- 
teer aregiments  resign  annually :  and  in 
order  to  obtain  the  capitation  grant  the 
new  men  were  hurried  through  their 
exercises,  but  it  was  almost  impossible  for 
them  to  become  really  efficient.  What 
was  really  wanted  was  a  change  of 
something  like  this  character :  Instead 
of  a  Volunteer  being  allowed  to  en- 
gage himself  for,  say,  six  months, 
and  then  to  send  in  his  resignation,  he 
should  bind  himself  for  twelve  months, 
and  during  that  time  to  make  himself 
efficient  by  a  proper  attendance  at  batta- 
lion drill  and  shooting  exercise,  otherwise 
the  proposed  increase  of  the  capitation 
grant  might  be  money  misspent  so  far  as 
ensuring  efficiency  was  concerned.  Again, 
by  way  of  encouraging  the  men  to  become 
efficient,  he  held  that  those  who  had  to 
leave  their  employment  early  to  go  to  a 
distant  range  should  be  allowed  their  full 
expenses,  and  also  the  part  pay  they  had 
sacrificed  in  consequence  of  leaving  their 
employment.  He  would  surest  that  in 
order  to  maintain  a  force  in  a  state  ai 
efficiency,  and  by  way  of  coimteracting 
the  enormous  number  of  annual  resigna- 
tions, it  would  be  well  to  offer  those  men 
who  had  passed  a  certain  stage  of  effi- 
ciency in  battalion  drill  a  retainer  after 
the  fashion  adopted  by  the  Naval  Reserve. 
Another  point  he  would  direct  attention 
to  was  the  cost  of  officers'  uniiorms.  At 
present  it  was  an  exceedingly  costly  item, 
and  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
Volunteer  officers  were  not  as  a  rule 
wealthy  men.   They  were  comparatively 
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poor ;  and  it  would  be  well,  in  his  judg- 
ment, if  the  War  Office  could  see  its 

way  to  find  nearly  the  entire  cost  of  the 
Volunteer  officers'  uniforms.  Now  the 
hon.  Gentleman  in  the  very  able  speech 
which  he  delivered  last  night  seemed  to 
think  that  occasion  might  arise  when 
there  would  be  a  temporary  absence  of  the 
Fleet.  He  could  only  say  in  reference  to 
that,  that  M'hatever  policy  the  War  Office 
might  pursue,  whatever  policy  the  Admi- 
ralty might  be  guided  by,  he  trusted  that 
there  would  be  a  good  understanding 
arrived  at  as  to  the  position  of  our  first  line 
of  defence.  The  Fleet  should  never,  under 
any  circumstances,  be  allowed  to  leave  the 
Channel.  So  long  as  we  held  the  Channel 
there  could  be  no  fear  of  anything  what- 
ever in  the  shape  of  invasion  by  a  foreign 
Power.  To  illustrate  his  meaning,  we  had 
engaged,  in  connection  with  the  present 
war,  something  like  one  hundred  trans- 
ports, iiaving  regard  to  the  use  we  had 
made  of  them  in  the  conveyance  of*  the 
British  Army  to  South  Africa,  we  could 
calculate  how  many  transports  would  be 
required  to  bring  an  army  across,  say,  from 
Calais  or  Antwerp.  They  would  require 
something  like  a  hundred  large  vessels  to 
transport  to  England  an  army  of  100,000 
or  1.50,000  men  with  all  the  impedimenta 
belonging  to  munitions  of  war.  Well, 
given  our  Fleet  a  proper  strategical  posi- 
tion, in  its  present  high  state  of  efficiency, 
it  could  effectively  arrest  and  deal  with 
such  an  invading  force  as  that,  and  the 
bogey  of  invasion  would  have  no  terrors 
for  us. 

♦Colonel  BLUNDELL:  The  question 
of  compulsory  service  has  recurred  often 
in  the  course  of  this  debate,  and  we  may 
have  to  come  to  that  some  day ;  but  the 
time  is  not  yet.  What  I  rise  most  par- 
ticularly to  do  is  to  ask  the  House  to 
pause  before  it  consents  to  condemn  our 
-army  in  South  Africa  as  not  a  good 
one.  humble  opinion  is  that  our 

army  in  South  Africa  is  quite 
equal  to  a  force  of  similar  dimensions 
that  any  European  Power  can  put 
into  the  field.  You  may  ask,  Well,  what 
about  the  great  reverses  we  have  met  with 
already  1  I  will  tell  you.  Our  army  has 
been  confronted  with  an  entire  change  in 
tactics,  and  with  an  enormous  develop- 
ment in  the  power  of  rifles,  Maxims,  Nor- 
denfeldts,  and  other  small  arms.  We 
have  known  a  similar  case  to  our  own 
occurring  in  the  war  of  1870,  when  the 
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Prussian  Guards  at  St.  Privat  were  abso- 
lutely paralysed  by  the  deadly  effect  of  the 
rifle  then  possessed  by  the  French  troops. 
One  of  their  generals  in  attacking  l»efore 
Metz  had  an  enormous  number  of  men 
swept  out  of  action  by  that  weapon. 
What  did  the  King  of  Prussia  do  ?  He 
did  not  trouble  himself  about  his  War 
Office,  but  he  at  once  issued  an  order  to 
his  officers  that  they  must  conform  to  the 
conditions  of  modem  fire  in  their  disposi- 
tions. In  the  same  way.  Sir  Kedvers 
Buller,  I  doubt  not^  has  profited  by  the 
lessons  which  the  {nvsent  campaign  ham 
taught  him*  Sir  Kedvers  Buller  is  a  man 
as  brave  as  his  sword ;  to  him  the  temp- 
tation to  push  on  at  Vaal  Krantz  must 
have  been  terrible,  but  he  withdrew  his 
troops  when  he  found  that  the  fire  they 
would  be  exposed  to  made  success  im- 
possible on  that  line.  I  feel  certain  that 
the  sequel  mil  show  the  eountrj-  that  we 
have  an  array  which  understands  its 
business  as  well  as  the  army  of  any 
Continental  Power. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.) :  This  debate 
has  resolved  itself  into  a  discussion 
between  military  experts  and  those  who 
consider  themselves  military  experts.  I, 
as  an  unmilitary  expert  and  a  mere 
humble  civilian,  venture  to  oppose  this 
Vote,  because  the  issues  at  stake  are  con- 
founded between  the  justice  of  carrying 
on  the  war  and  the  condition  of  the 
Army;  and  as  regards  the  latter 
issue,  after  the  powerful  speech  of 
the  hon.  Member  for  West  Belfast— 
to  which  we  all  listened  with  such 
awe  and  respect  in  his  powerful 
indictment  of  the  War  Office  could 
not  find  it  in  my  heart  to  vote  in  support 
of  a  single  demand  of  the  ^^'ar  Office 
until  it  is  purged  of  many  of  its  sins.  To 
come  to  this  House  and  blindly  vote 
£2,500,000  of  money  when  the  military 
experts  are  divided  as  to  its  expendi- 
ture seems  to  me  an  unreasonable 
demand.  I  cannot  see  how  the  Govern- 
ment can  justify  it,  and  T  and  my  hon. 
friends  will  oppose  the  granting  of  a 
single  additional  penny,  because  we  are 
convinced  that  the  war  is  unjust,  un- 
necessary, cruel,  and  a  gigantic  conspiracy 
against  liberty.  I  have  witnessed  s 
remarkable  change  come  over  this  House. 
At  one  time  the  party  that  was  dominant 
was  that  of  peace,  retrenchment,  aiid 
reform  ;  but  we  seem  to  have  passed  to 
the  very  antithesis  of  that.    We  are  all 
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for  fighting — fighting  for  everything  and 
fighting  everybody.  The  irony  of  it  all 
was  seen  when  iBngland  sent  a  repre- 
sentative to  the  Peace  Conference  at  the 
Hague,  where  a  representative  of  the 
Orange  Free  State  sat  also.  Now  whon 
the  opportunity  of  arbitration  offers  it  is 
rejected  with  scorn.  The  cry  is  for  more 
war,  more  bloodshed,  and  fresh  sacrificed 
of  hundreds  and  thousands  of  gallant 
lives.  Then  there  is  another  matter. 
The  Uovernment  of  the  country  are  will- 
ing to  take  the  Irish  Militia  regiments ; 
and  the  question  arises  whether  these 
regiments  included  the  NorthCork  Militia, 
who  were  reported  to  have  gone  voluntarily 
to  the  fronU  I  am  informed  by  friends  in 
Cork  that  they  were  told  their  services 
were  required  at  Malta  or  Gibraltar;  but 
now  it  is  reported  that  they  are  going  to 
South  Africa.  We  are  asked  to  vote 
£2,500,000  in  support  of  a  movement 
like  this ;  but  the  Irish  party  flatly  de- 
cline to  do  anything  of  the  sort.  The 
business  of  the  Financial  Secretary  is  not 
80  much  to  look  after  the  War  Depart- 
ment as  to  see  that  no  Irish  meat  is  sup- 
plied to  the  troops.  Meat  must  be  ob- 
tained from  Canada  and  Australia,  and 
hay  from  the  Patagonian  Islands.  That 
is  the  work  of  the  Army  administrators, 
and  then  at  a  time  of  national  crisis 
people  are  amazed  that  they  do  not 
understand  military  tactics.  It  is  not  to 
be  surprised  at.  On  Votes  6  and  7  we 
shall  have  to  expatiate  on  this  present 
campai^,  but  in  view  of  the  acknow- 
ledged incapacity  of  the  War  Office,  and 
the  proved  incompetence  of  its  instru- 
ments, and  above  all,  in  view  of  the 
great  blunders  of  its  officers  from  highest 
to  lowest,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Committee 
to  refuse  this  Vote. 

♦Colonel  WILLIAMS  (Dorset,  W.) :  I 
do  not  desire  to  unduly  prolong  this 
debate,  but  I  wish  to  say  a  few  words 
about  the  Volunteers.  I  should  not  have 
troubled  the  Committee  by  going  into 
details  if  the  hon.  Gentleman  had  not 
invited  suggestions ;  but  points  of  detail 
are  so  vitalin  regard  to  the  Volunteers 
that  I  may  certainly  be  pardoned  for  say- 
ing a  few  words  on  that  subject.  I  want 
first  of  all  to  recognise  very  frankly  the 
way  in  which  the  Under  Secretary  for 
War  has  grasped  a  good  many  of  the 
conditions  of  Vohmteering,  which  are 
essentially  different  in  the  country  from 
those  in  the  town.    I  think  the  difficulty 


which  many  hon.  Members  do  not  per- 
ceive is  that  wberea-i  a  Militiaman  and  a 
Yeoman  give  up  a  definite  portion  of 
every  year  to  military  training  the  Volun- 
teer is  a  man  who  cannot  affor.l  to  give 
up  a  long  period  of  time,  but  is  willing  to 
devote  the  odds  and  ends  of  his  spare 
time  to  do  what  he  can  and  triin  himself 
for  the  defence  of  the  country.  I  am  one 
of  those  who  deprecate  the  sending  of  too 
large  a  torce  of  Volunteers  out  on  foreign 
service.  I  quite  appreciate  the  motive 
which  led  to  these  Volunteers  being 
employed  abroad,  and  I  appreciate 
the  spirit  in  which  it  was  done, 
but  I  am  bound  to  say  that  that  force  was 
recruited  for  home  service  and  not  for 
foreign  service.  I  do  not  believe  that 
the  sending  out  of  Volunteers  will  encour- 
age recruiting,  because  many  of  the  men 
who  would  be  willing  to  give  up  a  con- 
siderable po'tion  of  their  spare  time  to 
Volunteering  will  consider  twice  before 
they  enlist  if  it  comes  to  be  understood 
that  they  are  to  volunteer  for  active  ser- 
vice, or  that  it  will  not  be  lightly  regarded 
if  they  do  not  volunteer.  With 
regard  to  the  men  themselv  a  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  Volunteers  are  now  taken 
from  a  much  lower  stratum  of  society.  It  is 
exceedingly  hard  in  times  of  peace  for 
men  to  leave  their  employment  for  any 
length  of  time  for  military  training.  I 
should,  however,  like  to  say  a  word  of 
praise  for  the  spirit  in  which  employers 
of  labour  have  met  Volunteers.  £  have 
had  ten  years  experience  in  command  of 
a  Volunteer  battalion,  and  I  can  very 
faithfully  say  that  employers  are  alwa}^^ 
ready,  although  put  to  considerable  incon- 
venience, to  give  the  men  the  time  to 
attend  instruction  and  so  forth.  Bat  the 
essential  weakness  of  our  Volunteers  is 
the  want  of  money,  and  I  am  extremely 
glad  to  learn  that  we  are  to  have  a  lai'ger 
capitation  grant,  and  also  that  part 
of  the  increased  money  is  to  go 
to  enable  them  to  form  transport.  I  must 
express  my  satisfaction  with  the  proposal 
to  utilise  this  money  for  trannporc  pur- 
poses. I  think  there  is  more  than  one 
Volunteer  battalion  which  has  undertaken 
this  duty,  and  it  has  been  proved  that, 
given  a  sufficient  grant,  it  is  quite  pos- 
sible to  organise  from  the  material  at  our 
disposal — from  the  carts  and  wagons 
freely  lent — what  Avould  be  a  very  effi- 
cient transport  for  a  force  of  Volunteers. 
With  reference  to  campii^  out  every 
year,  and  the  invitation  to  Volunteers  to 
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attend  instruction  for  a  month,  I  fully 
rodise  the  value  of  that  if  M-e  could  do  it, 
but  I  fear  there  are  very  few  Volunteer 

regiments  who  could  go  into  camp  for  a 
whole  month  at  a  time.    If  the  grant  was 
given  upon  a  certain  number  of  days 
attendance,  and  they  would  not  all  be 
taken  away  at  one  time,  perhaps  it  would 
be  possible  to  arrange  matters.    I  have 
seen  the  increasing  difficulty  of  men 
getting  leave  for  so  long  a  time.    In  my 
own  battalion  it  has  been  the  custom  to 
devote  the  10s.  allowed  by  the  Groveni-  \ 
ment  to  paying  the  men  the  wages  which  | 
they  lose,  because  the  employers,  altbou^  j 
they  give  the  time  freely,  cannot  be  ex-  < 
pected  to  pay  the  men's  wages  as  well.  ' 
Therefore,  if  the  camps  are  maintained  j 
for  a  longer  time  than  a  week,  I  hope  \ 
great  care  will  be  taken  that  men  are  | 
allowed  to  attend  as  they  can,  and  not  ' 
too  large  a  number  of  men  are  expected  I 
out  at  the  same  time.    The  difhculties  | 
of  battalion  drill  in  a  country  district  | 
1  know  from  experience  are  very  great.  I 
Take  my  own  battalion  for  instance.    1 1 
have  ten  companies  scattered  over  the  \ 
whole  of  one  county,  and  it  costs  me  ' 
something  like  £50  to  bring  my  battalion  ' 
together.    It  is  true  that  the  Govern- 
ment grant  now  goes  some  way  to  meet  j 
that,  but  imless  I  can  get  at  least  half  I 
the  battalion  together  it  is  very  hard  I 
to  get  that  grant.  Although  I  should  very  ; 
often  like  to  get  two  or  three  companies  \ 
together  for  battalion  drill,  at  the  present ' 
time  I  cannot  do  it,  because  I  do  not  get : 
the  grant  for  less  than  half  the  battalion.  ^ 
I   trust,  therefore,   that  an  increased  i 
allowance  for  attending  twttalion  drill , 
may  be  given,  and  also,  if  possible,  that ' 
some  slight  addition  will  be  made  to  the  | 
travelling  expenses  to  provide  the  funds  ' 
for  other  purposes  than  travelling,  which  \ 
at   present  have   to   come   either   out  ] 
of  the  corps  funds  or  the  officers'  pockets.  ! 
My  remarks  apply  still  more  forcibly  to  ' 
shooting.    I  am  >'ory  grateful  for  the 
promise  to  provide  more  ranges.     I  i 
hope,    however,   it   will    not    always  j 
lie    considered    necesswy    to    make ' 
those  ranges  up  to  a  thousand  yards.  . 
A  man  who  can  shoot  well  at  500  yards  or 
600  yards  will  not  do  badly  at  1 ,000  yards 
with  a  little  practice.    A  man  in  my  own 
battalion  who  shot  very  high  up  in  the 
Queen's  Hundred,  who  had  only  fired  at  800 
yards  a  few  times  in  his  life,  and  never 
at  1,000  yards,  managed  to  get  26th 
or  27th    place  in  the  final  stage  of 
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the  Queen's.  That  is  a  {Hviof  that 
a  man.  who  u  a  good  shot  at  600  yaids 
can  easily  accommodate  himself  to 
the  longer  ranges.  In  reference  to 
travelling,  I  know  of  men  who  live  seven 
miles  away  from  a  range,  and  it  take* 
them  about  half  a  day  to  get  there  and 
back,  for  they  have  no  railway  to  help  than, 
and  the  necessity  for  an  increased  travel- 
ling allowance  to  the  range  is  a  very 
vital  one.  I  know  that  che  Grovemment 
are  providing  more  ranges  in  di^rent 
places,  and  uieae  may  m  a  voy  good 
thing  for  those  who  live  near  to  tfiem. 
but  those  who  live  a  long  way  off  require 
travelling  allowances.  May  I  say  s 
word  about  recraiting  %  V<Junteert  are 
to  be  invited  to  raise  their  numbers  w 
1,000,  and  if  possible  to  arrange  for  a 
second  battalion.  I  am  in  the  position  of 
always  being  well  up  to  ray  1,000,  and  1 
could,  at  the  present  moment,  raise 
two  more  companies  in  new  neighboar- 
hoods,  which  would  make  my  butalioo 
up  to  twelve  companies.  I  do  not  diink 
it  is  advisable  to  have  in  one  battatkm 
much  more  than  1,200  men,  but  there  are 
cases  in  wluch  it  would  be  advisable  to 
allow  a  colonel  to  raise  one  or  two  extra 
companies  rather  than  have  two  bat- 
talions which  must  be  composed  of  smaller 
units  more  scattered.  I  thank  the  Com- 
mittee for  listening  to  what  I  have  sud, 
and  1  hope  the  Under  Secretary  for  War 
will  realise  that  I  have  only  spoken  in 
order  to  give  him,  as  he  asked,  soine 
idea  of  the  difficulties  Volunteers  have  tv 
meet. 

*SiR  ALBERT  R0LLIT(l8lington,a): 
I  desire  to  say  a  few  words  chiefly  in 
relation  to  the  Militia  and  Volunteers 
Under  this  Vote  the  increase  of  the 
Volunteers  appears  to  be  an  ess^tial 
condition ;  therefore  anything  which 
bears  upon  that  question  seems  to 
me  to  be  relevant  to  the  jww- 
posal  now  before  the  Committee.  The 
hon.  Gentleman  who  introduced  tbe 
Government  proposals  said  that  he  relied 
upon  a  large  increase  of  recruiting  in  the 
Volunteer  force.  I  have  heard  doubts 
,  expressed  upon  that  subject,  but  anyone 
I  who  is  familiar  with  what  has  taken 
I  place  recently  in  the  Metropolitan  Vdno- 
;  teer  corps  will  be  of  the  opinion  that  the 
hopes  of  the  Government  will  be  realised. 
I  believe  that  if  the  Grovemment  had  noi» 
unwisely,  issued  their  special  Army  orders 
against  any  excess  of  the  est^ttisIuBenc, 
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the  present  numbers  would  have  been 
considerably  exceeded.  Even  now  many 
companies  are  recruiting  very  largely, 
and  have  no  difficulty  in  doing  so. 
As  one  interested  in  the  Volunteer 
force,  I  am  glad  that  the  time 
has  now  come  when  they  are  being 
treated  with  greater  encouragement  and 
greater  help,  and  the  hon.  Gentleman  has 
stated  that  the  conditions  of  senice  will 
l>e  made  more  cxiwting.  I  think  there 
has  beeu  a  gradual  and  sure  increase  of 
efficiency  in  the  Volunteers  since  their 
formation,  and  they  hare  never  refrained 
from  any  reasonable  liability  to  secure 
this.  Therefore,  if  there  is  any  comment 
to  be  made  on  this  subject,  it  is  that  the 
Volunteer  force,  after  forty  years'  exist- 
ence and  encouniering  financial  and 
military  difficulties,  is  only  now  being 
really  recognised  on  a  proper  scale,  and 
receiving  that  complete  ec|uipment  and 
those  modern  weapons  which  are  abso- 
lutely essential  for  the  performance  of 
their  duty.  What  the  Volunteers  think 
is  that  if  they  do  their  duty  to  the  State 
the  State  is  bound  to  do  its  duty  to  them. 
I  will  take  the  case  of  obsolete  guns. 
Not  only  is  the  use  of  those  guns  an  unwise 
military  course  of  action,  but  it  has 
discouraged  the  men,  because  they  knew 
that  they  were  purposely  wasting  their 
time  and  learning  to  fire  weapons  which 
could  not  possibly  be  of  use  in  time  of 
war.  The  question  of  transport  is  one  of 
the  chief  difficulties,  and  altogether  the 
Volimteers  have  not  had  those  con- 
ditions of  success  which  would  have 
led  to  their  being  in  a  far  better 
position  tluui  they  are  to-day.  One  hon. 
Alember,  in  addressing  the  House,  said 
that  it  was  their  great  object  to  induce 
the  Volunteers  to  realise  that  they 
were  soldiers.  I  venture  to  say  they  must 
be  treated  in  all  respects  as  soldiers, 
and  if  they  are  I  am  quite  sure  they 
will  realise  their  position.  The  hon. 
Grentleman  was  not  quite  clear  as  to 
whether  he  was  going  to  gi\  e  a  commis- 
sion'to  each  battalion  of  Volunteers,  but 
he  mentioned  specifically  the  Militia. 
That  would  be  a  very  great  service,  and 
every  step  which  convinces  Volunteers 
that  they  are  being  assimilated  to  the 
Regular  Army  is  of  the  greatest  value  to 
the  force.  I  think  the  proposal  to  enlarge 
the  scope  of  the  xmiversity  candidates  is 
an  excellent  one.  I  do  not  know  why  it  has 
hitherto  been  restricted,  and  in  the 
University  of  London  a  good  opportunity 
has  already  been  oifered  us  as  to  com- 


missions in  the  Koyd  Artillery,  and  we- 
faave  met  with  much  success  in  the 
presentation     of     candidates.  There 

is  one  other  matter  which  may 
perhaps  be  regarded  as  a  minor  one, 
but  it  aiises  upon  the  question  which  has 
been  raised  by  an  hon.  Member  as  to  the 
recognition  of  the  social  status  of  the 
Volunteers.  I  understood  the  last  speaker 
to  say  that  it  had  not  improved,  but 
deteriorated  since  the  formation  of  the 
force.  I  do  not  altogether  agree  with  that. 
In  the  first  few  months  of  the  force  it 
perhaps  was  so,  but  there  has  been  a 
tendency,  certainly  in  the  towns,  towards 
an  improvement  in  recent  years.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  would  like  to  ask 
why .  there  has  not  been  more  social 
recognition  of  the  force.  Why  should 
we,  very  rightly,  give  to  the  chairmen 
of  vestries  and  district  councils  by 
virtue  of  their  position  commissions  of 
the  peace,  and  not  give  them  to  those 
who  are  performing  services  to  the- 
S'.ate  as  commanding  officers  of  the 
Volunteers?  There  is  a  real  reason 
besides  the  social  one  why  commanding 
officers  should  be  placed  on  the  com- 
mission of  the  peace.  They  have  to  swear 
in  recniits,  and  often  have  to  run  about  tO' 
find  a  justice  of  the  peace.  It  would  be 
a  proper  recognition  of  their  position,  and 
it  would  be  of  great  value,  and  be  valued  if 
that  honour  were  conferred  upon  them. 
One  point  has  been  constantly  urged  by 
some  of  us  in  this  House  in  regard  to  the 
Volunteers,  and  it  has  not  even  yet  been 
accomplished.  I  am  qieaking  of  the  sub- 
ject of  providing  more  and  better  ranges. 
I  know  the  difficulties  in  the  way  in  Lon~ 
don  and  in  the  great  towns,  due  to  a  great 
extent  to  the  use  of  modem  weapons 
of  precision  and  long  range.  But,  as  has 
been  said  before,  what  is  the  value  of  any 
soldier  if  he  cannot  shoot  well  1  If  we 
do  not  take  care  to  give  every  facility  for- 
our  Volunteers  practising  shooting  we 
shall  be  relying  upon  a  broken  reed,  and 
they  will  be  simply  a  force  on  paper  which, 
i  willnotbeefiectiveintheend.  lamgladthat 
'  additional  facilities  are  to  be  c^ered,  for- 
under  existing  circumstances  the  wonder- 
is  that  they  have  been  able  to  ^t  a 
knowledge  of  shooting  at  all.  Up  to  the 
present  they  have  often  been  obliged  to- 
take  the  most  inconvenient  days  to  prac- 
tise, and  have  had  to  go  long  distances. 
The  Military  Lands  Act  proposed  to  give 
additional  facilities  to  our  municipal  cor- 

S orations  to  acquire  ranges,  and  this  is 
istinctly  a  local  question.    Proximity  is 
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the  essence  of  it,  uid  if  the  War  Depart- 
ment were  to  appeal  to  the  corporations  to 
apply  that  Act  more  generally,  I  l>elieve 
that  not  only  would  they  be  willing  to  do 
80,  but  I  have  some  reason  to  know  that 
many  of  them  would  be  willing  to  provide 
the  funds  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
For  instance,  Nottingham  has  set  a  very 
good  example  br  helping  to  find  a  range 
for  the  Sherwood  Foresters  in  that  district. 
I  have  only  one  more  word  to  say,  and  it  is 
one  of  regret.    It  provides  an  illustration 
which  I  thinic  is  pregnant  to  this  proposal, 
and  it  is  that  throughout  the  very  able 
speech  of  the  Secretary  of  State  for 
War  he  said  very  little  about  a  Volunteer 
Reserve.     He  dismissed   that  to  the 
official  limbo  of  favourable  consideration. 
[Mr.  Wyndham :  "  No,  no."]    I  am  very 
glad  to  see  the  hon.  Gentleman  rather  j 
repudiates  that  suggestion,  hut  he  said  : 
very  few  words  about  it.    He  dismissed  , 
it  in  two  sentences.    As  a  matter  of  fact 
it  is  no  new  suggestion,  as  the  Under- } 
secretary  for  War  seemed  to  suppose  on 
the  part  of  Lord  Wemyss,  for  the  proposal  j 
exists  and  has  been  in  the  archives  of  the 
War  Office  for  the  last  ten  j'ears,  and  all  j 
that  time  it  has  been  supposed  to  be  under  i 
favourable  consideration.    The  then  com 
manding  officer  of  the  Volunteer  Battalion  j 
of  the  East  Yorkshire  Regiment  made  ' 
a  definite  and  detailed  proposal  to  the  War  j 
Office  so  long  ago  as  the  period  I  have 
mentioned.    That  has  received  really  no  \ 
attention,  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that  a  , 
system  which  would  not  only  retain  a  I 
large  number  of  efficient  Volunteers  in 
connection  with  their  regiments,  but  which 
would  have  the  great  additional  value  | 
when  a  Volunteer  removes  from  one  town 
to  another  of  keeping  him  still  in  contact , 
with  the  force,  should  not  have  been 
applied.    I  hope  that  what  has  now  been  ' 
suggested  will  be  carried  out  at  no  very  ; 
distant  date.  The  higher  capitation  grant 
is,  of  course,  very  acceptable,  and  will  , 
remove  a  great  burden  from  the  pockets  , 
of  the  Volunteer  officers.  I  confess  I  have 
some  doubts  whether  the  great  majority 
of  the  Volunteers  can  afford  to  spend  a 
month  in  camp.  I  have  also  this  to  say  about 
that  subject.    The  proposals  now  made  | 
are  to  make  the  Volunteers  an  absolutely 
essential  part  of  our  national  defence. 
Why,   then,  when  they  are  in  camp  < 
for  a  month  or  a  week,  should  they  \ 
not    be   paid    like    other    embodied  , 
troops  ?    They  make  a  sacrifice  of  their  j 
time  at  other  periods,  and  that  is  all  they  | 

Sir  Albert  BollU. 


should  be  cfdied  upon  to  give.  I  knoir 
the  sacrifices  which  both  the  officers  and 
men  have  had  to  make,  and  if  the 
Volunteers  submit  to  the  more  exact- 
ing conditions  for  the  benefit  of  their 
country,  why  should  they  not  receive  pay 
when  they  are  embodied  ?  I  shall  1>e  told 
that  the  cost  is  great,  but  why  should  one 
portion  of  the  community,  who  give  no 
service,  escape  the  cost  and  put  the 
burden  upon  those  who  are  willing  to 
make  this  sacrifice  of  their  time  ?  The 
Government,  quite  rightly,  at  any  tute 
for  the  present,  though  I  think  the  Militia 
ballot  might  soon  be  applied  in  some 
modified  form,  have  decided  to  forego 
compulsion  or  conscription,  but  if  the 
burden  is  to  be  cast  ' on  the  Voliuiteers 
only  and  others  are  to  render  no  such 
8er\'ice,  but  are  to  escape  any  contribution 
of  either  time  or  money,  it  is  an  inequitable 
treatment  of  the  Volunteers.  I  would 
strongly  urge  that,  giving  their  time  as 
they  do,  they  should  at  any  rate  be  com- 
pletely recompensed  for  any  expense  to 
which  they  are  put.  The  rise  in  the 
Militia  pay  is  also  most  satisfactory.  1 
have  the  greatest  reliance  on  that  force, 
especially  in  relation  to  the  defence  of 
our  commercial  harbours,  to  which  the 
Under-Secretary  referred,  when  the  defence 
may  well  be  left  solel}'  to  the  Militia  and 
the  presence  of  the  coast  battalions  of 
Koyal  Engineers  and  Royal  Artillerymen 
may  be  safely  dispensed  with,  and  so 
some  seasoned  men  put  at  the  disposal  of 
the  War  Office.  I  have  only  to  add 
that,  for  the  emergency,  at  any  rate,  the 
proposals  put  before  the  Committee  by 
the  Government  are  entitled  to  every 
consideration  j  they  were  introduced  in 
a  most  able  speech,  and  I  trust  they  will 
be  carried  out,  and  carried  out  com- 
pletely, in  the  same  spirit  in  the  War 
Office. 

*Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  We,  as 
Irishmen,  object  to  the  principle  under- 
lying this  Vote.  In  fact,  we  would  not 
intenere  in  the  matter  at  all  were  it  not 
for  the  fact  that  in  order  to  raise  the 
money  for  these  extra  men  you  will  send 
your  tax-collector^  to  Ireland  to  collect  a 
portion  of  the  sum  necessary,  although  we 
get  none  of  the  benefit  of  the  expenditure 
and  have  no  Volunteers  in  Ireland.  We 
are  not  allowed  to  form  Volunteer  corps 
in  Ireland,  but  we  are  expected  to  bear  a 
portion  of  the  cost,  and  I  think  Irishmen 
nave  a  right  to  protest  against  such 
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treatment.  In  Ireland  we  have  no 
possible  interest  in  this  war.  None  of 
us  have  shares  in  South  African  mines, 
and  in  the  event  of  yoiu"  succeeding, 
which  does  not  seem  very  probable  at 
present,  in  defeating  uiese  two 
Uepublics,  verj*  few  of  our  people 
will  benefit  in  any  respect.  Very 
fe«-  will  emigrate  to  South  Africa ;  very 
few  will  be  found  under  the  British  flag 
if  it  ever  floats  over  Pretoria ;  if  they 
emigrate  they  will  go,  as  they  have 
always  done,  to  the  free  soil  administered 
by  the  United  States.  Wo  have  there- 
fore no  earthly  interest  in  the  war ;  we 
regard  it  as  unjust  and  unnecessary. 
You  complain  that  you  cannot  get  enough 
solt^ers  to  fill  your  Army.  Looking  at 
the  statistics,  there  never  was  a  time  in 
your  history  when  you  had  fewer.Irishmen 
in  the  ranks  than  you  have  at  present.  I 
would  contrast  that  with  what  has  hap- 
pened when  the  existence  of  another 
country  was  at  stake.  When  the  unity 
of  the  United  States  was  threatened 
Irishmen  flocked  from  al;  parts  of  Ireland 
to  the  support  of  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 
When  the  American  Ci\-il  War  eoncludcfl 
there  were  over  1 00,000  Irishmen 
among  the  soldiers  who  were  disbanded 
~  -some  of  the  finest  fighting  material 
the  world  has  ever  seen.  I  think 
you  would  give  your  very  eyes 
to  be  able  to  get  100,000  such  men  to 
rally  to  your  flag  and  fight  for  you  in 
South  Africa.  .AJII  say  is  that  if  instead 
of  spending  these  millions  wo  are  called 
upon  to  vote  on  the  war  in  South  Africa 
yoii  spent  them  in  conciliating  the  people 
of  Ireland,  in  giving  them  a  grip  in  their 
own  land,  you  would  probably  have  more 
chance  of  getting  some  of  that  fighting 
materiiU.  I  cannot^  as  an  Irish  Mem1)er, 
regard  these  proposals  as  such  as  should 
commend  themselves  to  the  Committee. 
We  lookuponthe  warwithminds  filled  with 
different  ideas  from  those  held  by  English 
Meml>er8.  You  think  you  must  win  simply 
because  you  are  English.  We  look  at  the 
facts  of  the  situation  with  our  minds  not 
filled  with  any  such  preconceii'od  ideas. 
We  do  not  think  you  must  win  simply 
Itecause  you  are  English.  Up  to  the  pre- 
sent, when  the  war  lias  been  going  on  for 
five  months,  you  have  not  shown  your- 
selves able  to  make  any  substantial  head- 
way, and  we  think  the  proposals  to  add 
1 20,000  men  to  your  Army  are  utterly 
inadequate  if  you  wish  to  win  in  this 
conflict.  We  read  in  your  own  papers  the 
remarks  of  foreign  military  critics,  and 


they  say  that  your  plan  of  campaign  in 
South  Africa  is  altogether  %vrong,  and 
that  with  the  men  and  the  nuUiriel,  the 
bad  guns,  bad  rifles,  and  bad  generalship 
at  your  disx>08al  you  have  no  possible 
chance  of  succeeding  under  present  con- 
ditions. I  therefore  object  to  the  pro- 
posals as  being  entirely  inadequate  from 
your  own  point  of  view  of  success,  and  I 
believe,  as  some  of  the  papers  state  to-day» 
that  the  scheme  is  simply  an  elaborate 
hoax,  and  that  it  does  not  mean  anything 
serious  in  regard  to  your  position  in 
South  Africa.  1  also  object  to  this  Vote 
as  being  a  wasteful  Voto,  because  when 
you  look  at  the  facts  of  the  situation  there 
is  the  possibility  that  perhaps  in  a  week 
or  a  fortnight  the  news  may  come  in  that 
Lord  Roberts  has  had  a  similar  experience 
to  that  of  General  BuUer,  and  then  you 
will  be  coming  down  here  in  a  panic 
demanding  many  more  men  and  much 
more  money  to  carrj''  on  this  iniquitous 
war.  Another  reason  for  my  objection 
to  this  Vote  is  that  you  are  holding  out 
inducements  to  get  more  men  for  the 
Array  and  for  the  Militia.  I  heard 
the  Under  Secretary  for  War  state 
last  night  that  among  the  ad- 
ditional inducements  to  Militiamen 
was  the  threepenny  mess.  I  do  not  know 
what  the  threepenny  mess  means,  as  we 
are  not  allowed  to  know  anything  about 
military  matters  in  Ireland — it  is  treason 
if  we  do ;  but  from  the  treatment  you  have 
given  Irish  Militiamen^  I  do  not  think 
you  are  likely  to  get  many  more  recruits 
in  Ireland  under  existing  conditions.  You 
called  up  a  number  of  Irish  Militia  regi- 
ments anfl  drafted  them  over  to  England, 
and  all  the  special  service  men  who  could 
be  induced  to  sign  were  sent  off  to  the 
Cape.  It  was  no  part  of  the  bargain  of 
those  poor  men  that  they  should  go  to 
South  Africa  to  fight  under  the  English 
fia^,  and  certainly  they  were  surprised  at 
being  trapped  into  such  a  position.  The 
treatment  meted  out  to  the  friends  of 
these  men  is  something  equal  to  that  ex- 
perienced by  the  veterans  of  your  Cri- 
mean campaign.  A  number  of  the  men 
who  have  been  suddenly  drafted  off  to- 
South  Africa  had  their  parents  dependent 
upon  them,  and  when  tliey  have  applied 
for  some  of  the  sustentation  money,  they 
have  been  told  that  the  War  Office  regu- 
lations would  permit  of  no  money  being 
given  them.  1  know,  as  chairman  of  a 
board  of  guardians  in  Ireland,  that  in  our 
miion  we  are  actually  supporting  a. 
number  of  parents  of  men  who^re  %ht- 

Digitized  by  LjOO^IC 


11443       Armif  (Sttj^kmenttfiy)       {COMMONS}  EsHmaies.  1444 


ing  at  the  firont  in  the  Connaught  j  turn  either  Crerman  or  Cossack  1  I  object 
Raii^rs  at  Colenso.  I  also  know  the  '  to  that.  We  ought  to  have  the  right  to 
([uahty  of  some  of  these  Militiamen  whom  .  arm  and  defend  ourselves  in  case  of  such 
you  have  called  up.  Some  of  them  have  |  an  invasion.  On  all  these  grounds  I  object 
-actually  been  taken  out  of  the  union  ,  to  this  Vote,  and  shall  join  my  voice  with 
hospitals,  where  they  have  Iwen  classed  j  the  voices  of  other  gentlemen  from 
as  infirm ;  they  have  been  taken  out,  ^  Ireland  in  reaisriing  at  every  possible 
clothed  in  v\g  red  coat,  marched  ;  stage  these  proposals  for  more  men  and 
■off  to  the  station,  and  I  suppose  money  to  carry  on  this  war. 
they   are  now    figuring  on    the  War , 

■Office  sheets  as  effective  soldiera  of  Eng- ,  Lord  WTLLOUGHBY  DE  EKESBY 
.land.  If  you  go  on  offering  these  further  i  (Lincolnshire,  Honicastle) :  I  confess  I 
inducements  you  will  get  more  of  this  :  am    somewhat  disappointed  with  the 

'wastrel  class  that  are  no  good  for  anything,  statement  of  the  Under  Secretary  of 
Another  reason  you  are  not  likely  to  get  \  State  for  War,  because  I  had  hoped  that 
many  more  recruits  in  Ireland  is  the  j  after  several  months  delilwration  Her 
treatment  the  families  of  these  men  are  j  Majesty's  Glovernment  would  have  taken 
experiencing.  Not  only  are  the  parents  !  some  stronger  ste{H  towards  bringing  the 
deprived  of  assistance  from  Gov  ernment ;  military  forces  of  this  country  to  a  greater 
tfimds,  but  the  other  relatives  who  do  get  j  state  of  efficiency,  and  to  more  readily 
such  assistance  are  being  treated  in  a .  and  adequately  increase  their  numbers, 
manner  which  certainly  does  not  commend  '  As  far  as  I  understand  the  scheme,  the 
itself  to  my  judgment.  Under  the  recent  Government  propose  to  increase  the 
Act  I  happen  to  be  constituted  a  magis-  Army  b^'  invitation.  My  oidy  hope  is 
trate  by  the  ^-otes  of  the  people,  and  on  that  their  estimates  of  the  numbers  of 
the  few  occasions  I  have  attended  the  '  men  to  Ite  obtained  and  the  rapidity  with 
local  courts  I  have  seen  the  wives,  brothers  which  they  can  be  trained  to  be  a  useful 
■nr  sisters  of  these  men— who,  on  reading  ;  force  may  be  right  and  my  estimates 
the  accounts  of  tho  battles,  had  Iwcome  a  ;  wrong.  I  am  rather  afraid  that  some 
little  excited,  though  not  more  excited  evil  counsel  still  prevails  at  the  War 
than  people  in  your  own  streets  on  a  Office.  It  is  quite  plain,  fronithe  magiii- 
Saturtiay  night— -dent  off  to  prison.  Asa  tude  of  the  scheme  proposed,  that 
Nationalist,  opposed  to  the  war,  I  have  ■  the  Government  consider  the  pre- 
protested  against  that,  but  that  is  the  sent  crisis  not  dangerous,  but  deserv- 
work  of  magistrates  supposed  to  repre-  ing  some  special  effort.  lliere  is 
sent  the  Engush  garrison  m  Ireland.  To  a  vote  for  raising  some  130,000 
■show  you  how  worthless  that  ^rrison  is  extra  men,  forty-three  batteries  of  horse 
to  you  for  all  practical  purposes,  I  was  artillery,  twelve  fresh  cavali-y  regiments, 
reading  in  the  Pall  Mall  Gazeflc  the  other  '  and  seventeen  liattalions  of  iirfantry.  As 
'<lay  a  description  of  the  8((uadron  of  regards  the  forty-three  batteries  of  artil- 
Imperial  Yeomanry  that  was  raised  in  i  lery,  I  am  afraid  it  would  be  a  very  long 
Ireland.  It  was  stated  that  almost  the  time  before  they  or  even  any  large  pro- 
whole  of  the  recruits  came  from  the  west  portion  of  them  could  be  made  etficieat. 
.and  south  of  Ireland,  and  that  very  few  I  myself  have  no  actual  knowledge  of 
were  obtained  in  the  north.  And  that  is  artillery  training,  and  am,  therefore  not 
the  garrison  for  whom  you  have  made  so  i  qualified  to  speak  of  the  difficulties  in- 
many  sacrifices !  And  yet  vou  have  volved  in  raising  such  a  large  force,  fiut 
rejected  every  claim  we  ^ve  put  ^  when  we  come  to  the  question  of  raising 
forward  for  justice  to  our  people,  j  twelve  cavalry  regiments  I  am  ^nud  I 
It  has  been  said  that  the  Under  Secre- '  cannot  share  tne  optimism  of  the  Under 
tary  for  War  is  the  first  Minister  Secretarj-  for  War.  One  of  the  parts  of 
to  raise  the  spectre  of  invasion,  and  to  ;  his  proposal  was  that  the  three  regiments 
use  it  as  a  means  of  getting  additional  ■  of  Household  Cavalry  should  at  the 
men  and  money.  You  are  trying  to  raise  '  present  moment  be  brought  up  to  war 
volunteers  here  in  England  to  protect  I  strength.  I  heard  on  very  good  authority 
you  from  invasion,  but  yet  you  deny  us  that  in  one  of  those  regiments  of  House- 
the  right  of  raising  volunteers  in  Ireland,  held  Cavalry  there  exists  at  the  present 
I  should  like  to  know  the  meaning  of  '  moment  thirty  trained  men.  I  am  quite 
that.  Does  that  mean  that  if  we  are ,  willing  to  admit  that  there  are  some  sixty 
invaded  by  Germany  or  Russia  we  must  or  seventy  recruits  in  addition,  and  a 
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fairly  large  number  of  non-commissioned 
officers,  but  I  certainly  do  not  believe  that 
recruits  have  been  falling  into  those  regi- 
ments. It  seems  tu  me  that  to  get  those 
three  regiments  up  to  wu-  strength  of  600 
men,  at  the  present  rate  of  increase,  would 
tako  some  four  or  five  years.  As  regards 
the  recniiting  for  the  infantry,  I  suppose 
it  is  pretty  good  at  the  present  time ;  but 
there  is  one  point  I  should  like  to  )>ring 
before  the  Committee.  The  Under  Secre- 
tary, in  supporting  his  scheme,  in  order  to 
give  some  proof  that  his  estimate  would 
be  fulfilled,  quoted  the  number  of 
recruits  received  during  the  month  of 
January.  He  told  us  there  had  been 
some  6,000  recruits  during  that  month 
-some  2,000  over  the  number  in  the 
previous  mmith  ;  and  another  part  of  his 
argument  as  to  how  recruits  would  fall 
in  was  the  readiness  with  which  men  had 
volunteered  for  service  in  South  Africa. 
As  regards  the  6,000  recruits  of  whom 
the  Under  Secretary  was  so  proud,  I 
think  he  has  overlooked  the  fact  that 
during  that  month  we  also,  unfortunately. 
Lad  some  very  heavy  casualties.  While 
it  is  perfectly  true  we  had  6,000  re- 
cruits, yet  from  that  number  has  to  be 
deducted  some  3,000  casualties,  so  that  it 
cannot  be  said  that  those  6,000  will  in  the 
course  of  the  next  few  months  go  to  in- 
crease the  numbers  of  the  Army.  Large 
numbers  will  have  to  be  found  not  only  to 
fill  up  the  casualties  which  are  sure  to 
occur  in  South  Africa,  but  also  to  fill  up 
the  regiments  in  India  and  the  colonies. 
The  second  portion  of  the  hon.  Grentle- 
man's  estimate  was  based  on  the  fact  that 
so  many  men  came  forward  for  the  Volun- 
teers and  the  Imperial  Yeomanty,  and  also 
from  the  Militia,  for  service  in  South 
Africa.  I  will  only  refer  to  that  in 
passing  by  saying  that  when  the  hon. 
Gentleman  spoke  tirst  of  all  in  this  House 
on  the  South  African  question  he  stated 
that  there  was  no  denying  the  fact  that  in 
this  country  there  were  thousands  of  men 
who  would  be  perfectly  willing  to  soldier 
if  they  were  to  go  on  active  service,  but 
that,  unfortunately,  among  his  countrymen 
there  was  a  rooted  dislike  to  doing  guard 
and  barrack  drill.  I  am  very  much  afraid 
that  those  men  when  they  see  that  this 
increase  would  largely  be  left  at  home 
will  not  flock  to  the  standard  in  the  large 
numbers  anticipated.  There  were  three 
courses  open  to  theGovemment,  namely,  to 
go  on  as  they  have  always  gone  on — that  is, 
to  try  to  get  soldiers  by  invitation ; 
secondly,  to  try  to  increase  the  Army 


and  the  land  forces  by  better  pay  ;  and, 
thirdly,  by  compulsory  service.  We  are 
told  that  com^iusory  service  would  never 
be  stood  in  this  country,  but  lam  inclined 
to  think  that  if  the  Government  were  to 
come  to  this  House  and  say  we  were  in 
national  danger,  compulsory  service  would 
be  accept-ed  and  freely  given  by  the  people 
of  this  country.  But  I  do  not  suppose  that 
at  present  the  Government  can  tell  the 
House  the  country  is  in  grave  national 
danger.  We  are,  however,  in  a  grave 
emergency,  and  I  think  the  Govemment 
ought,  by  some  means,  such  as  offering 
lietter  pay,  to  have  tried  to  raise  a  fielcl 
force  among  men  who  at  the  present 
moment  are  partially  acquaintcKl  nith 
military  exercises.  Judging  by  the  success 
which  attended  the  recruiting  for  the 
Imperial  Yeomaniy,  I  believe  that  if  the 
Government  had  called  on  the  Volun- 
teers, offering  good  terms  and  pay,  they 
would  in  a  very  short  time  have  secured 
an  efficient  field  force  of  50,000,  if  not 
100,000  men,  with  a  certain  &mount  of 
knowledge  of  the  duties  they  would 
have  to  perform.  By  the  method  in 
which  you  are  proceeding  at  the  present 
time  every  recruit  will  have  to  be  taught 
to  ,ride  and  shoot,  and  all  the  special 
duties  of  the  particular  branch  of  the 
service  which  he  joins.  By  adopting  the 
plan  I  have  just  suggested,  I  believe  you 
would  have  obtained  an  enormous  number 
of  men,  and  you  would  have  created  a 
greater  feeling  of  security  and  rest  in  the 
country.  There  is  one  other  point  to  which 
I  should  like  to  refer,  namely,  the  question 
of  the  instruction  given  to  our  Auxiliary 
forces  in  the  past.  I  was  extremely 
pleased  to  hear  from  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  that  the  instruction  given  to 
officera  in  the  Auxiliary  forces  is  to  be 
improved.  I  remember  when  I  first 
joined  the  Auxiliary  force,  there  Was  a 
school  at  Aldershot  to  which  Yeomanry 
officers  went,  and  many  Yeomanry  officers 
made  themselves  efficient  in  their  drill  at 
that  school.  That  establishment,  however, 
was  done  away  with,  and  some  other 
scheme  started,  by  which  Yeomanry 
officers  were  sent  to  different  cavalry 
regiments  to  learn  their  drill.  I  do 
not  wish  in  the  least  to  disparage 
present  officers  of  the  Auxiliary  forces, 
but,  from  my  own  experience,  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  since  these  schools 
were  abolished  the  officers  are  not  nearly 
as  efficient  as  they  used  to  be.  It  is  a 
great  necessity  of  this  country  that  we 
should  have  a  large  body  of  officers  who 
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are,  at  all  events,  partially  acquainted 
with  their  work,  who  could  officiate  as 
instructors,  and  also   help  when  their 
country  was  in  difficulty.    I  would  only 
add  that  I  hope  the  Government  will  see 
their  way,  when  they  again  start  these 
schools  for  Auxiliary  officers,  to  give  those 
officers  also  some  education  in  military 
training    However  important  it  is  that 
officerstfhould  knowthe  wottls  of  command, 
it  is  even  more  important  that  they  should 
have  some  knowledge  of  how  to  pitch  a 
tent,  or  to  throw  up  a  shelter  trench. 
From  what  I  have  heard — never  having 
been  in  the  Army — I  helievethis  training 
is  very  much  neglected,  even  among ' 
officers  of  the  Regular  forces.    As  far  aa  I 
digging  a  trench  is  concerned,  they  are  ! 
probably  sent  to  dig  it  on  a  piece  of  ground 
where  hundreds  of  men  have  dug  trenches 
for  the  last  twelve  months.     I  do  not 
think  that  in  such  a  way  an  officer  can  re- 
ceiveagood  andthorough  military  training. 
Another  point  is  that  a  larger  permanent 
stafT  is  absolutely  necessary  for  the 
Auxiliary  forces.    The  Government  have 
tried  for  economical  reasons  to  cut  down 
that  staff.    I  speak  from  experience,  for 
at   the   present   moment,   in   my  own 
Yeomanry  rjjgiment.  which  at  the  last 
training  turned  out  the  strongest  in  the 
whole  country,  the  best  squadron  leader 
has  gone  to  South  Africa,  three  or  four 
young  officers  have  gone,  fifty  of  the  best 
troopers  have  gone,  the  best  sergeant- 
major  has  goncj  and  the  adjutant  has 
gone  back  to  his  regiment.     If  that  is 
typical  of  the  other  regiments  throughout 
the  country,  then,  if  we  were  trusting  to 
the  Auxiliary   forces   for   the  efficient 
defence  of  the  country,  we  are  leaning  on 
a  broken  reed.     I  should  be  pleased  to 
hear  that  >ome  of  the  109,000  troops 
who  the  Under  Secretary  says  are  in 
this  country  are  men  who  thoroughly 
know  their  work  and  are  capable  of  being 
sent  off  to  ausimcnt  the  regiments  in 
South  Africa.    \  am  rather  afnud  that  it 
will  be  some  time  before  the  9th  or  10th 
Divisions  can  be  put  into  the  field.  It 
would  have  been  much  more  reassuring 
to  the  people  of  this  country  if  the 
Government  had  come  down  and  staled 
boldly  that  they  had  taken  measures  by 
which  the  llth  and  1 2th  Divisions  were 
to  be  speedily  equipped  and  made  ready 
for  the  field.    I  can  only  say,  in  conclu- 
E-ion,  that  I  hope  the  view  I  take  on  this 
matter  is  wrong  and  that  the  Under 
Secretary  is  right,  that  men  will  flock  to 

Lord  WiUoughi^  de  Eresby. 


the  standards  and  recruits  pour  in,  and 
that  he  will  be  able  to  raise  the  additional 
regiments  he  requires.  On  the  other 
hand,  I  cannot  disguise  from  myself  that 
we  are  passing  through  a  cntical  stage, 
and  therefore  I  would  have  liked  to  hare 
seen  stronger  proposals  put  forward. 

^Colonel  MIL  WARD :  An  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  said  that  at  the  end  of  the 
War  of  Independence  in  Americatherewere 
100,000  Irishmen  fighting  for  America, 
and  that  he  wished  that  only  that  number 
of  Irishmen  were  in  South  Africa.  I  mort 
cordially  echo  that  wish.  Everyone  who 
has  watched  the  course  of  this  war  has  been 
struck  with  the  courage  and  heroism  dis- 
played by  the  Irisn  regiments.  My 
esteemed  friend  asked  some  question  as 
to  why  the  Irish  Militia  were  sent  to 
this  country  and  not  retained  in  Ireland. 
It  was  su^ested  that  it  was  because  these 
men  were  rebels.  Never  had  a  more  un- 
fortunate statement  been  made.  What- 
ever may  be  the  political  feeling  of  Irish 
Members,  and  to  which  they  may  give 
expression  in  this  House,  I  am  p«fectly 
certain  that  it  would  be  impossible  for 
men  of  whatever  nationality  to  show  more 
courage  and  devotion  than  Irishmen  have 
shownin  South  Africa.  Iadmitthht,atthe 
fag  end  of  this  debate,it  is  very  difficult  to 
say  anything  new,  but  I  wish  to  assure 
the  Government  that  so  far  as  I  can  gan^ 
their  intentions,  I  cordially  approve  Uiw 
pniposals.  It  is  tnie  that  there  is  nothing 
novel  or  revolutionary  in  these  propoaaU : 
they  are  merely  an  expulsion  of  what 
already  exists.  There  is  no  compulsion, 
no  ballot  even  for  the  Militia.  I  do  not 
myself  approve  of  conscription.  We  have 
always  found  the  men  we  wanted  by 
other  means.  Still  I  differ  very  mucb 
from  an  expression  which  fell  from  the 
Prime  Minister  when  he  said  that  not  tbe 
youngest  man  now  living  would  see 
conscriptifHi.  There  is  a  feeling  rising  in 
quarters  not  expected  in  favour  of  oon- 
scription  or  the  ballot.  Manufacturers  and 
employers  of  labour  see  that  the  Germani, 
who  have  conscription,  are  outstri[^i^ 
us  in  industrial  pursuits,  and  they  are 
asking  how  it  is  that  the  nation  which  is 
entirely  a  military  nation  is  able  to  tfans 
outstrip  us.  In  considering  the  proposals 
of  the  Government  we  have  also  to  ke^ 
in  view  the  previous  proposals  made 
during  the  last  three  or  four  yeara  for  the 
increase  of  the  Army.  In  1896  the 
Under  Secretary  proposed  that  there 
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should  be  added  to  the  Army  81  guns, 
or  ID  batteries.  In  1897  he  proposed 
to  further  add  three  new  infantry 
liattalions  and  two  new  Colonial  regiments* 
one  battery  of  field  artillery  axid  3,500 
garrison  artilleiy.  In  all,  between  1896 
and  1K98  there  have  been  added  to  the 
Regular  forces  no  fewer  than  28,000  men. 
Ill  the  very  remarkable  statement  made 
by  the  Under  Secretary  for  Foreign 
Affairs,  then  Under  Secretary  for  War, 
in  1808,  he  said  that  the  force  which, 
if  it  ever  were  needed,  we  could  put 
on  boarti  ship  was  75,000  men,  and 
that  no  such  force  had  ever  been  em- 
barked before  by  this  country.  But  only 
two  years  after  that  statement  had  been 
made  we  have  put  on  board  ship  150,000 
meij — «  fully-equipped  army  in  every 
respect — without  counting  the  Colonial 
troops  or  the  troops  already  in  South 
Africa.  It  is  difficult  after  that  to  level 
criticism  at  the  War  Office.  It  is  now 
propoaed  to  add  to  these  numbers  258 
guns  and  twelve  battalions  of  infantry, 
and  I  believe  that  such  is  the  spirit 
of  our  country,  thrae  men  will  be 
raised,  and  these  guns  will  be  ready 
ill  a  very  short  time.  The  suggestions 
which  I  I'ose  to  make  are,  I  hope, 
of  a  practical  character  in  regard  to 
home  defence.  First  of  all,  there  is  the 
4|uestion  of  lifle  ranges.  After  the  new 
amis  were  supplied  to  the  Volunteers  and 
.Militia  a  great  many  of  the  ranges  were 
discarded,  and  now  they  are  very  few. 
Now  no  one  can  doubt  the  vuue  of 
shooting,  especially  at  unknown  ranges, 
but  if  you  have  only  short  ranges,  with 
rifles  sighted  up  to  1,500  or  2,000  yards, 
it  is  impossible  to  train  our  soldiers. 
Volunteer  or  Regular,  in  firing  at  un- 
known distances.  I  venture  to  suggest 
to  the  Under  Secretary  for  War  whether 
it  might  be  possible  to  lay  upon  County 
Councils  the  duty  of  providing  ranges 
throughout  the  country.  These  know 
more  of  the  local  circumstances,  they  are 
ocqiuiinted  with  the  ownei-s  of  the  land, 
and  they  would  be  better  able  to  caiTy 
the  matter  through  than  the  War  Office. 
These  ranges  would  be  available  for  the 
Volunteers  and  the  Militia  and  the 
Uegidar  trooiw  cjuartered  in  the  district, 
iiud  also  for  the  shooting  of  rifle  clubs, 
which  it  is  desired  to  encourage  at  the 
present  moment.  These  ranges  could 
take  the  place  of  those  at  which  our 
bowmen  and  yeomen  of  old  used 
to  practise.  I  regret  very  much  that 
amongst   the   items  of   the  scheme 

VOL.LXXVm.  [Fourth  Skbus.] 


submitted  by  the  hon.  Uentleman  thero 
is  no  provision  for  the  drilling  of  our  boys 
in  the  primary  schools.  Tliere  are  at 
present  in  many  of  these  schools  in- 
structors of  drill,  but  the  War  Office 
in  conjunction  with  the  Education 
Department  should  see  to  it  that  every 
school  obtained  the  serWces  of  an  old 
soldier  to  drill  the  boys.  Nothing  would 
do  more  good  physically  than  military 
drill,  and  nothing  would  interest  them 
more.  As  to  the  length  of  training  of 
the  Militia  and  Volunteers— if  the 
Government  hope  that,  in  this  time  of 
emergency,  the  Militia  will  give  up  three 
months  and  the  Volunteers  one  month  to 
camp  training,  that  may  be  done.  What- 
ever the  difficulties,  the  men  both  of  the 
Militia  and  the  Volunteers  wouki  make 
the  sacrifice  of  their  time ;  but  that 
would  be  only  for  this  year  or  the  dura- 
tion of  the  war.  And  unless  that  is  made 
perfectly  plain  I  do  not  believe  that  the 
Government  will  be  able  to  obtain  the 
men.  The  men  have  to  consider  not  onlv 
themselves  but  their  employers,  and  I  ask 
the  Committee  to  consider  whether  the 
men  ui  our  manufacturing  centres  can  lie 
spared,  year  ftfter  year,  for  three  months, 
or  even  for  one  month,  from  their  industrial 
employment. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM  :  That  is  not  a  iier- 
nuinent,  but  an  emergency  provision. 

•COLONEL  MILWARD:  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that ;  but  it  must  be  rnadu 
plain  that  this  is  only  for  one  year, 
and  that  hereafter  we  will  revert  to  the 
old  conditions.  I  believe  that  the  con- 
ditions respecting  the  Volunteers  should 
be  made  more  stringent  than  they  have 
hitherto  Iwen.  No  man  has  a  right  to 
join  the  Volunteers  who  is  not  physically 
fit,  who  means  to  go  only  for  one  or  two 
days  to  camp,  or  put  in  a  few  drills.  ^  We 
want  to  make  the  force  a  real  military 
force,  and  it  must  have  real  military  train- 
ing. I  would  like  to  say  a  word  or  two 
as  to  the  officers.  The  i-eal  root  of  the 
difficulty  Iwth  in  the  Militia  and  the 
Volunteers  is  that  there  is  too  great  a 
paucity  of  officers  ;  and  I  am  glad  to  hear 
I  that  commissions  in  the  Kegular  Army 
are  to  lie  offered  to  the  Militia  ai^ 
!  Volunteers.  In  the  Militia  the  difficulty 
i  ia  not  as  to  first  and  second  lieutenants, 
j  bat  as  to  captains  and  majors,  for  the 

■  former  hope  to  pass  into  the  Kegular 
:  Army,  and  they  leave  the  Militia  if  they 
I  do  not  succeed.    A  great  deal  might  be 

■  done  through  the  Lords  LieijtwiMit  ojj 
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comities.  I  believe  that  the  Lords 
Lieutenant  have  more  local  influence 
than  any  other  person,  and  are  much 
more  likely  to  provide  ofiicers  from  the 
country  gentlemen.  That  is  a  point  at 
which  I  would  put  on  compulsion.  Ndblem 
oblige.  There  are  comparatively  few 
men  in  this  country  available  for  such 
positions.  As  soon  as  they  become 
married  they  are  under  the  influence  of 
their  wives.  The  wives  say  to  their 
huslwnds,  *'  When  you  go  to  camp 
what  am  I  to  do  1  I  want  to 
go  to  the  seaside  or  elsewhere  for  a  holi- 
day, and  the  money  you  spend  in  camp 
would  take  me  and  the  family  there. ' 
That  is  not  a  mere  argument,  but  a  fact, 
as  I  know  perfectly  well.  Of  course,  if 
you  are  going  to  call  up  these  men  for  a 
month  or  three  months  the  difficulty  will 
I>e  increased.  It  should  be  remembered, 
also,  that  an  officer  of  Volunteers  has  to 
give  up  his  time  night  after  night,  and  on 
the  Saturday  afternoon  to  go  to  the  rifle 
range,  and  that  when  he  goes  to  camp  he 
has  to  pay  his  whole  expenses.  The 
question  of  expenses  is,  I  am  perfectly 
certain,  a  most  important  one.  As  it 
is  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should 
have  officers  for  the  Militia  and  the  Volun- 
teers, I  would  adopt  the  course  of  taking 
the  ballot  among  a  certain  class  of  the 
commiuiity,  say  income  tax  payers,  in 
order  to  provide  officers  if  they  will  not 
come  forward  from  motives  of  patriotism. 
I  am  very  pleased  to  agree  to  almost  all 
the  proposals  which  come  from  the 
Government.  The  Volunteers  and  the 
Militia  have  been  regarded  by  their 
friends  as  the  backbone  of  the  defence  of 
this  country,  and  by  their  critics  as  a 
military  sham.  These  forces  are  anxious 
to  prove  they  are  the  one  and  not  the 
other :  and  I  am  certain  that  the  more 
you  call  upon  them,  and  the  more  desire 
you  show  to  make  them  an  integral  part 
of  the  Army,  the  more  results  you  will 
get  from  them,  and  the  more  will  they 
become  a  force  which  may  Iw  relied  upon 
for  the  defence  of  this  country  in  time  of 
danger. 

Or,  FARQUHARSON  (Abeideenshirc, 
\V.) :  It  is  qtiite  evident  that  there  is 
some  little  confusion  between  the  pro- 
posals intended  for  an  emergency  and  those 
which  have  to  do  with  some  permanent 
alterations  in  the  administration  of  the 
War  OflBce.  I  am  prepared  to  vote  for 
the  men  or  measures  with  which  the 
Government  propose  to  carry  out  this  war 


to  a  speedy  and  triumphant  issue.  One 
of  the  hon.  Members  opposite  expressed 
disappointment  that  the  Under  Secretary 
for  War  had  not  brought  forward  some 
larger  and  wider  scheme  of  War  Office 
reorganisation.     I  con^tulate  him  on 
not  having  done  so.    I  think  it  would 
be  a  highly  imprudent  thing  to  do  in  the 
midst  of  this  war.    After  the  war  has 
been  brought  to  a  triumphant  conclusion 
we  can  qmetly  consider  what  ought  to  be 
done,  irrespective  of  the  strain  placed  at 
present  on  the  patriotism  of  the  country. 
I  do  not  see  any  necessity  for  making 
any  large  permanent  additions   to  oiu* 
Army.    Of  course,  writers  and  speakers, 
ranging  widely  through  the  unknown, 
have  dilated  as  to  what  a  combination  of 
foreign  nations  might  do  against  us.  .  I 
have  always  been  sceptical  as  to  what 
foreign  nations  could  do.    We  have  got 
to  taJke  the  statements  made  by  the  ac- 
ci-edited  representatives  of  those  nations, 
who  are  living  on  friendly  terms  with  us, 
and  speak  of  us  in  terms  of  brotherhood 
and  equality.    But  if  ever  the  necessity 
arose  to  enlarge  our  military  forces,  I 
take  no  despairing  view  about  reeruiling 
in  the  future.         have  heard  that  the 
last  year  or  two  have  been  record  years 
for  recruiting,  and  is  there  any  reason 
why  that  should  not  continue  1  The 
most  popular  man  in  the  country  is 
Tommy  Atkins,  and  there  is  no  reason 
why  he  should  not  continue  to  be  so 
when  he  comes  back  covered  with  glory 
from  the  Transvaal,  and  that  popularity 
will  have  a  great  influence  on  recruiting. 
We  know  that  employers  of  labour  have 
come  to  the  front  in  aiding  the  militar}' 
authorities  in  bringing  Reservists  up  and 
in  keeping  their  berths  open  for  them 
while  they  are  on  active  service  ;  but  I 
look  forward  with  some  apprehension  as 
to  what  view  employers  of  labour  will 
take  of  their  workmen  being  removed 
into  camp  for  three  months  every  year.  I 
am  very  glad  to  hear  that  the  Militia  is 
now  to  form  an  essential  part  of  the 
military  constitution,  but  I  want  to  know 
what  permanent  arrangements  are  to  be 
made  to  increase  its  popularity.    I  agree 
with  the  hon.  Gentleman  who  spoke  of 
the  influence  of  the  Lords  Lieutenant  of 
counties   in   securing    officers  for  the 
Militia.    In  Aberdeenshire  there  is  no 
difficulty  in  getting  officers,  I>ecause  oiu- 
re^ment  is  popular ;  the  great  difficulty 
is  in  getting  men.    Lord  Aberdeen  called 
a  meeting  of  the  tenants  to  consider  the 
V0.7  O^n^A^m^^r^'^^rA  «A 
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file  from  800  to  200  or  300.  A  great 
deal  of  diBCUssion  took  place  an  to  what 
the  reasons  for  that  were,  and  one 
suggestion  was  that  the  Militia  recruits 
no  longer  got  the  old  bounty.  I  would  ask 
the  Under  Secretair  for  War  whether  the 
old  bounties  are  to  be  restored,  or  whether 
the  bounties  he  now  ofTers  are  to  be  of  a 
temporary  character. 

Mr.  WYNDHAM:  I  think  I  have 
informed  the  Ck)mmittee  seA'eral  times 
that  we  are  not  prepared  at  this  moment 
to  state  the  exact  terms,  but  we  are  con- 
sidering the  desirability  of  altering  and 
consolidatinfi;  the  various  bounties  of  the 
Militia,  ana  that  would  not  be  a  tem- 
porary but  a  permanent  measure. 

Dr.  FARQUHARSON:  I  am  very 
glad  to  hear  that,  because  all  the  tenants 
said  that  the  sniall  number  of  recruits 
was  owing  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
bounty.  The  fact  is  that  in  Aberdeen 
we  are  going  to  make  up  the  necessary 
sum  if  we  cannot  get  it  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  in  that  way  we  hope  to  restore 
our*  regiment  to  its  old  numbers. 
Another  point  which  was  brought  for- 
ward by  the  Lord  Provtat  of  Aberdeen 
was  that  the  military  authorities  do  not 
study  enough  the  time  for  the  embodi- 
ment of  the  Militia.  If  you  embody  a 
regiment  when  the  hay  or  corn  harvest, 
or  any  principal  agricultural  operation  is 
infimswinj^  it  is  natural  that  the  men 
will  not  come  forward.  The  time  for  the 
atmual  training  should  be  suited  to  the 
exigencies  of  the  industrial  occupation  of 
the  man.  If  you  consider  and  study  the 
convenience  of  the  rank  and  file,  it  will 
be  more  popular.  My  hon.  friend  also 
said  that  commissions  were  to  be  given  to 
the  universities  and  the  public  schools, 
and  the  Militia.  I  should  like  to  know, 
are  the  canditlatc»  to  be  examined  for 
what  we  call  the  literary  examination  f 

Mn.  WYNDHAM:  No. 

Dr.  FAKQUHARSON:  I  am  glad  to 
hear  that,  because  I  think  those  examina- 
tions are  rather  overdone.  I  have  seen 
some  of  the  questions,  and  I  could  not  get 
within  twenty  yards  of  answering  them, 
and  any  of  the  young  gentlemen  in  orrlor  to 
answer  such  questions  must  l>e  a  walking 
"  Kncyclopffidia  Britannica."  In  conclusion, 
I  will  just  say  it  is  a  very  great  satisfac- 
tion to  me  to  hear  that  my  hon.  friend  is 
goin^  to  considerably  increase  the  Army 
Medical  Department.  That  department 
has  come  out  with  its  reputation  simply 
unt'irnished  :  notwithstanding  the  great 


strain  of  this  campaign,  everything  has 
been  done  admirably  for  the  benefit  of 
the  troops.  I  have  to  thank  my  hon. 
friend  for  the  sympathetic  answer  that 
he  gave  the  other  day  when  I  asked  him 
to  contradict  some  injurious  statements 
which  had  been  made  in  The  Times  upon 
this  subject.  The  depturtment  has  done 
its  work  well,  and  I  am  glad  it  is  going  to 
be  increased. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  (Belfast, 
S.) :  In  the  few  words  I  desire  to  address 
to  the  Committee  at  this  time  I  would 
like  to  begin  by  congratulating  the  Govern- 
ment ana  the  War  Office  upon  the  scheme 
put  forward  by  the  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Under  Secretary.  The  hon.  Member  for 
West  Islington  a  short  time  ago  found 
fault  with  the  War  Office  for  having 
accepted  too  many  offers  from  various 
sources  in  this  crisis  of  our  country.  I, 
on  the  other  hand,  rather  complain  of  the 
War  Office  for  not  having  accepted  some 
of  the  offers  from  the  North  of  Ireland. 
The  City  of  Derry  Grand  Orange  Lodge 
offered  to  the  War  Office  200  good  marks- 
men and  good  riders,  but  in  the  communi* 
cation  I  received  from  Lend  Lanadowne 
the  noble  Lord  regretted  he  could  not 
accept  the  offer,  so  that  Great  Britain 
lost  the  services  of  200  men  who  would 
have  upheld  the  honour  of  the  British  flag. 

Mr.  WILLIAM  REDMOND :  I  would 
rather  fight  for  the  Boers. 

*Mr.  WILLIAM  JOHNSTON  :  I  have 
listened  patiently  to  adverse  criticisms  of 
hon.  Gentlemen  on  the  other  side  of  the 
House,  and  I  claim  a  fair  hearing.  I 
forwaided  an  offer  from  the  Newry  Orange- 
men, to  form  a  Volunteer  corps  for  homo 
service,  from  among  their  700  members, 
j  I  regret  the  answer  given  to  a  question  I 
I  put  to  the  Treasury  some  time  ago.  I 
!  (lid  not  get  a  favourable  reply  to  my 
(piestion  to  the  First  Lord  of  the  Treasury 
to  my  offer  to  raiHe  Volunteers  in  Ireland  ; 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman  regretted  he 
could  not  accept  the  propasition.  The 
country  has  witnessed  with  great  appro- 
bation the  magnificent  assistance  given  by 
the  colonies,  and  I  venture  to  say  if  an 
oppoi'tunity  had  been  given  to  those  for 
w  horn  I  speak,  they  would  gladly  come  for- 
ward, and  would  do  their  best  either 
at  home  or  abroad  for  the  honour 
of  our  fl^.  If  permission  was  given, 
10,000  men  in  Belfast,  alone,  could 
immediately  bo  obtainetl  to  enro|  them- 
eelves  in  a  Volunteer  force  to  maintain 
the  integrity  of  theL,fnt[p]ti  ^eW^^iL 
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kuow  it  is  iiot  a  subject  which  commends  j  the  required  number  of  men  would  be 
itself  to  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  who  I  forthcoming.  If  the  men  were  to  be 
represent  Ireian4 ;  those  who  aympathise  >  obtained,  the  Gkivemment  would  have  to 
with  the  enemies  of  England  on  all  occa-  offer  more  inducements. 


sione  are  not  likely  at  this  time  to  sup- 
port the  honour  of  our  flag.  1  venture 
to  call  attention  to  a  report  of  an  uiiter- 
tunment  given  in  Belfast  on  Satui-day 
last  where  300  of  the  Ulster  Yeomanry 
were  assembled,  who,  although  the  idea 
was  only  starterl  a  month  or  two  ago,  have 


They  would 

have  to  pay  them  )>etter,  make  the 
Army  more  attractive,  and,  al)0\e  all, 
to  devise  proper  employment  for  men 
after  they  had  left  the  service.  He  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  there  would  be  no 
more  of  that  veiled  hostility  to  the  em- 
plo}'ntent  of  old  soldiers  in  CTOvernment 


passed  the  requirements  of  CoIonelGraves  offices.    The  soldier  was  a  working  man 


and  have  already  been  enrolled.  I  should 
like  to  read,  from  the  lieJfnsl  Ncwakft'-r-  — 

The  chairman  :  Order,  oixier  ! 
It  is  unusual  in  this  House  to  produce  a 
newspaper. 

»Mii.  WaLIAM  JOHNSTON :  I 
apologise,  Mr.  Lowther,  for  having  pro- 
duced one.  I  would  merely  say  that  in 
a  speech  made  hy  Lord  Loncfonderry,  the 


just  as  much  as  the  navvy,  and  was  en- 
titled to  as  much  eonsidoration.  Ti 
supply  the  deficiency  in  officers  far 
thought  wo  shoidd  Ukc  a  lesson  from  \\k 
Germans,  who  had  a  large  reserve  of 
officers  who  were  regitlarly  trained  and 
were  ready  to  fill  up  vacancies  at  any 
moment.  When  down  at  Aldershot  that 
day  seeing  some  regiments  ofT  to  tSouth 
Africa,  he  noticed  they  were  no  less  than 


newly-appointed  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Bel- !  ^^^^^^  .^ort.  What  would  >«  the 
fast,  he  -  said  although  300  had  passed  condition  of  those  regiments  two  or  three 
under  Colonel  Graves  to  go  out  and  ngiit  m        •  -  >  •  ■  •      <•  ■  - 

South  Africa,  morethandouble  that  number 
could  be  easily  obtained.  Colonel  Graves 
told  them  they  went  out  as  Ulstermen  as 
well  as  Irishmen,  to  do  honour  to  the 
country  to  which  they  Iwlonged.  In 
conclusion,  I  venture  to  appeal  to  this 
House  to  permit  at  least  the  loyal  Irish 
to  rally  round  the  flag  of  Kngland,  and  I 
implore  the  Government  to  consider  the 
application  made  hy  me  a  short  time 
ago,  and  permit  them  to  become  soldiers 
01  the  Queen. 

General  RUSSELL  (Cheltenham), 
who  was  very  indistinctly  heard,  was 
understood  to  say  :  This  was  not  the  time 
to  put  the  Army  into  the  melting-pot— to 
reorganise  either  the  Army  or  the  War 
Ofiice.  He  was  glad  that  the  (jrovernment 
did  not  propose  to  introduce  compulsory 


weeks  after  the  casualties  of  a  campaign  1 
He  wished  to  know  if  it  was  the  fact 
that  our  artillery  was  inferior  to  that  of 
the  Boers,  and  whether  the  Government 
hafl  sent  cmt  to  South  Africa  disappear- 
ing platforms  such  as  the  Boers  were 
apparently  using.  He  expressed  the 
opinion  that  the  Intelligence  Department 
wa.s  underpaid.  He  hoped  when  the  re- 
organisation of  the  Army  took  place  ih(> 
Council  of  National  Defence  would  be 
reorganised  too.  The  Council  of  National 
Defence  was,  he  thought,  improperly 
constituted  in  respect  that  not  a  anae 
expert  had  a  seat  in  it.  He  hoped  that 
this  would  be  remedied  when  the  work 
of  reorganisation  was  undertaken. 

Captain  JESSEL  (St.  Pancras,  S.) : 
It  is  true,  no  doubt,  that  the  War  Office 
has  done  a  grwt  deal  in  the  exercise  of  itt 


service.  There  were  many  reasons  against  |  organising  powers  in  regard  to  the  present 
compulsory  serv-ice,  the  chief  of  which  was  ■  war ;  it  is  true  that  they  hare  trans- 
that  it  must  lead  to  great  delay  and  qppo-  ported  a  large  army  across  the  sea,  and  it 
sition.  But  whether  it  might  not  be  is  true  that  that  armv  has  been  very  well 
necessary  eventually  to  fall  luck  on  some  \  equipped,  and  that  the  hospital  arrange- 
form  of  compulsion  was  a  question  that ;  ments  have  been  admirably  executed  ;  but 


could  not  now  be  decided.  Some  hon. 
Members  on  the  other  side  said  that  no 
case  had  been  made  out  for  the  permanent 
increase  of  the  Army.  That  was  not  the 
opinion  of  the  military  advisers  and  of 
independent  experts  in  this  country,  who 
held  that  the  Army  was  entirely  insuffi- 
cient to  fill  up  gaps  in  forei^i  stations, 
and  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Empire.  He 
heardly  welcomed  the  proposals  of  the 
GUivemment,  although  he  doubted  whether 

Mr.  Jf^liam  Jolmstm. 


what  the  nation  has  a  right  to  demand  of 
the  'War  Office  is  that  they  should 
organise  victory  at  the  front.  The  real 
reason  why  we  have  not  been 
more  successful  in  South  Africa  is 
owing,  in  great  measure,  to  the 
faults  of  our  system,  and  at  this  late 
hour  of  the  evening  I  am  not  going  to 
enter  into  an  attack  on  our  Army  system. 
It  has  been  discussed  at  very  great  length 
already,  and  i^y^c^ig^  ©dt)§t^  ^ 
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one  result  will  be  that  steps  will  be  |  strength  and  efficiency  of  the  Auxiliary 
taken  to  alter  the  system.   On  the  whole  '  forces. 

1  think  that  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  '  Mr.  DALY  (Moiiaghan) :  From  the 
said  for  the  proposals  of  the  Government.  '  different  standpoints  from  which  hon. 
They  have  recognised  for  the  first  time  and  right  hoii.  (Jentlemen  have  put 
the  importance  of  the  Vohuiteer  and  the  Army  and  Navy  before  the  Under 
Militia  forces.  1  would  suggest  that  an  Secretary  of  State  for  War,  I  would  not 
appeal  should  he  issued  to  the  Lords  ,  be  surprised  if,  after  listening  to  them  all, 
Lieutenant  of  the  counties  to  strengthen  ;  the  hon.  Gentleman  has  a  pain  in  his  head 
the  Militia,  because  this  is  not  the  time  i  by  this  time.  \Ve  have  heard  admirals, 
for  the  Militia  lallot.  Then  there  is  the  ;  generals,  colonels,  and  lieutenants  by  the 
danger  of  locking  up  men  in  the  Vol- '  score.  As  far  as  I  am  concerned,  1  do  not 
unteer  force  to  the  detriment  of  the  agree  with  the  very  large  scheme  which 
Militia.  I  hope  some  statement  will  be  the  hnn.  (Jentlemaii  has  brought  forwanl, 
made  i*s  to  the  provision  of  Volunteer  |  because,  from  the  Irish  poiTit  of  view,  this 
transpoit,  and  1  wish  that  the  Uovcniment  large  demand  upon  Parliament  is,  J  think, 
had  proposed  a  permanent  increase  in  the  '  quite  unnecessary  and  quite  uncalled  for. 
cavalry.  Our  weakness  in  that  arm  |  As  an  Irish  Member,  I  feel  called  upon  to 
makes  it  doubtful  whether  it  is  wise  to  |  enter  my  protest  against  it,  and  when  the 
coi.vert  the  Yeomanry  into  mounted  '  time  comes  to  go  into  the  division  lobby 
infantry.  The  change  may  seriously  I  I  shall  vote  against  the  Government  on 
affect  the  Yeomanry,  especially  in  view  of  I  this  proposal.  Sir,  we  have  heard  a  great 
the  fact  that  mounted  companies  are  to  deal  of  the  loyalty  and  the  inconvenience 
be  raised  for  the  Volunteer  battalions.  I  ;  that  Englishmen  are  prepared  to  put 
am  glad  that  the  Government  have  at  '  thetaselves  to  to  help  the  Empire ;  but 
last  shown  an  inclination  to  recognise  the  I  have  scarcely  heard  one  hon.  Gentleman, 
utility  of  the  reserve  of  officers.  The  ,  whether  a  baronet  or  lord,  whose  first 
oidy  such  officer  within  my  acquaintance  word  and  last  was  not  "  pay,  pay,  pay." 
who  has  been  employed  was  required  to  There  is  to  be  increase  of  pav, 
pay  his  own  passage  to  the  Cape.  I  increase  of  rations ;  and  the  Volunteers 
um  also  glad  that  wo  are  going  to  and  the  Yeomanry  are  to  come  in  for 
get  mpro  officers  from  the  colonies.  '  their  share  of  this  increase  of  pay. 
\Ve  all  admire  the  way  in  which  ;  This  is  where  your  great  patriotism  conu-s 
the  officers  have  come  forwanl  from  the  ,  in.  You  must  give  better  rations  and 
colonies,  and  I  hope  the  authorities  will  better  pay  or  you  won't  got  a  single  man 
see  their  way  to  induce  the  colonies  to ;  to  help  you.  Mr.  liowther,  I  am  not  a 
enter  into  some  permanent  arrangement  |  militjiry  man,  and  I  am  ^ad  I  am  not, 
with  our  garrisons  with  a  view  to  per^  |  Init  I  *  have  not  heard  a  military  man 
manent  service  in  other  parts  of  Her  >  in  thi»  House  that  agrees  with  the -scheme 
Majesty's  dominions.  I  that  was  brought  forward  last  night. 

,  *Mr.  ABEL  SMITH  (Ghristchurch)  What  I  am  surprised  at  is  that  the  hon. 
said  that  as  an  amateur  he  did  not  |  Gentleman  the  Under  Secretary  of  State 
propose  to  criticise  these  military  pro-  ;  for  War  <Hd  not  in  the  first  instance 
posals;  but  he  welcomefl  most  cordially  '  invite  them  all  to  a  friendly  party  to 
the  changes  which  had  been  indicated  by  :  canvass  their  views,  and  secure  something 
his  hon.  friend  with  regard  to  the  like  unanimity  amongst  them  on  this  sub- 
Auxiliary  forces.  He  suggested  that  ject.  Now,  I  believe.  Sir,  that  from  start 
recruiting  for  the  Yeomanry  would  lie  to  finish  this  war  has  1>een  laigely  a  war 
assisted  U  a  system  of  registering  horses  for  the  Stock  Exchange.  I  have  never 
such  as  was  applied  for  cavalry  and  other  made  any  other  distinction  of  it  than  that, 
purposes  were  put  in  force.  Numbers  of  I  wish  to  .say  that  T  entirely  disapprove 
young  men  who  were  ready  to  serve  ,  of  this  large  Vote  of  men  and  money  for 
Her  Majesty  abroad  would  gladly  join  ■  the  purpose  of  crushing  a  very  small 
the  Veomanrj'  if  they  could  furnish  their  !  State.  What  seems  to  me  most  remark- 
own  horses.  A  system  of  registration  \  aide  al>out  the  war,  after  what  we  have 
would  eimble  them  to  have  horses  in  I  heard  of  the  great  deeds  of  English 
readiness.  He  was  perfectly  certain  that !  soldiers,  is  that,  although  there  are  only 
if  the  War  Office  took  commanding  I  59,000  Transvaal  Boers  and  Free  Staters 
officers  and  others  into  their  confidence,  '  in  the  field,  this  country  has  pitted 
and  wore  willing  to  accept  suggestions,  against  them  an  army  of  '200,000  men. 
they  would  do  much  to  increase  the  That  is  the  brilliHiit  British  -^I^q^'^Ii^ 
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I  don't  think  it  very  creditable  that  it 
nhould  take  four  Britons  to  heat  one 
Boer,  and  now  we  are  asked  to  vote 
a  further  120,000,  which  will  increase  the 
number  in  the  proportion  of  six  to  one. 
It  is  no  small  wonder  that  I  raise  my 
voice  against  this  proposal,  coming  as  I 
do  from  a  down-trodden  country,  seeing 
that  the  British  forces  are  arrayed  against 
a  little  force  with  the  object  of  over- 
whelming them  bv  sheer  brute  force.  Up 
to  the  present  I  kave  heard  a  good  deal 
of  General  BuUer  going  forward.  But 
now  I  see  he  is  going  backward. 
A  large  sum  of  money  is  now  being  voted, 
but  the  poor  farmers  in  Ireland,  who 
supply  the  best  produce  and  the  best 
horses  in  the  woiid,  will  not  benefit  by  it 
to  the  extent  of  a  penny.  The  Wai- 
Office  buy  hay  in  Pat^onia  and  get  their 
bacon  from  Russia,  and  it  is  not  the 
slightest  wonder  that  the  soldiers  in  South 
Africa  have  not  been  able  to  fight,  and 
have  been  practically  no  use  in  the  field. 
I  feel  it  my  duty  to  oppose  this  Vote, 
because  I  believe  the  war  is  unjust  and 
unnecessary,  and  that  it  is  a  war  which 
we  will  have  to  contribute  to  largely 
without  receiving  any  recompense.  We 
will  have  to  pay  the  piper,  and  ^  we  oan 
do  is  to  protest  and  object  in  every 
possible  way.  Seeing  that  such  a  number 
of  Army  men  in  this  House  object  to  this 
scheme,  I  would  advise  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man— he  may  take  my  advice,  although 
perhaps  if  he  does  not  he  will  not  be  far 
wrong — to  drop  the  scheme  altogether, 
which  is  opposed  by  his  friends  on  his 
own  side  of  the  House  as  well  as  by  his 
friends  on  this  side,  and  to  introduce 
another  scheme,  which  may  be  received 
with  more  favour. 

♦Mr.  HEDDERWICK  (Wick  Burghs) : 
A  great  deal  of  dissatisfaction  has  been 
expressed  in  the  course  of  this  debate 
with  the  proposals  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  Under  Secretary  of  State  for  War. 
I  venture  to  hope  that  the  hon.  Gentleman 
will  not  take  these  expressions  of  dissatis- 
faction too  seriously.  It  is  very  natural, 
I  think,  that  the  service  Members  in  the 
House  should  have  hoped  to  see  advantage 
taken  of  the  present  wave  of  excitement 
to  advance  reforms  which  for  many  years 
they  have  advocated  and  which  they  have 
much  at  heart:  but  I  think  if  these  hon. 
Gentlemen  will  reflect  for  one  moment 
they  will  bo  disposed  to  admit  that  it 
would  be  a  miracle  if  in  so  brief  a  time 
ho  Government  have   been    able  to 

resent  to  the  House  a  cut  and  drierl 


scheme  which  would  include  not  only  the 
reform  of  the  War  Office  but  also  the 
reform  of  the  entire  military  system  of 
the  country.  Any  such  scheme  must 
be  maturely  considered  and  carefully 
thought  out  in  all  its  details.  The  hon. 
Genueman  is  to  be  congratulated  upon 
the  moderation  of  the  proposals  which  he 
ba«  laid  before  the  House,  and  on  the  fact 
that  they  are  mainly  applicable  to  the 
emergency  with  which  we  are  at  present 
face  to  face.    The  moderation  of  the  pro- 

?<08als  will  conunend  them  to  the  country, 
t  certainly  commends  them  to  many  hon. 
Members  of  this  House,  who  hare  n<A 
the  intimate  knowledge  of  military 
matters  possessed  by  the  service  Members, 
and  who  would  not  be  prepared  at  a 
moment's  notice  to  approve  of  a  laige 
scheme  hastily  introduced.  I  hope  that 
the  proposals  of  the  Government  will  have 
the  strong  support  of  the  main  body  of 
the  Opposition.  In  saying  that  I  am  not 
so  much  moved  by  a  consideration  of  the 

g'avity  of  the  war  in  the  Transvaal  alone, 
eplorable  I  consider  the  war,  but  I  feel 
confident  that  in  the  end  this  country 
must  triumph.  I  am  influenced  by 
other  and  far  mder  consideraticKis. 
Rightly  or  wrongly,  I  cannot  rid  myself 
of  the  apprehension  that  our  present  diffi- 
culties may  be  made  the  opportunities  of 
those  nations  who  envy  us  our  vast 
possessions  and  grudge  us  our  world- 
wide commerce.  AJready,  apparently,  Ger- 
many, taking  advantage  of  the  situation, 
has  carried  off  Samoa  after  many  years 
of  vain '  intriguing  and  we  have  further 
humbled  ourselves  to  her  by  apologising 
for  the  exercise  of  a  maritime  right 
which  every  belligerent  enjoys  by  th^ 
law  of  nations.  Then  in  China  and  Persia 
we  have  interests  which  seem  to  he 
incompatible  with  the  vast  ambition  and 
far-reaching  designs  of  Russia.  We  have 
grounds  of  quarrel,  too,  of  oUi  standing 
with  France  in  Egypt  arul  Newfoundland, 
and  now  it  seems  as  if  another  cause  of 
trouble  were  looming  up  for  iia  in 
Morocco.  From  these  sources  what 
complications  may  await  us  in  the  near 
future— may  be  sprung  upon  us,  perhaps, 
while  our  hands  are  tied  in  the  Transvaal  1 
Holding  these  views,  constrained  by  these 
apprehensions,  it  seems  to  me  desirable 
that  we  should  convince  the  world  that 
we  are  a  united  people  when  confronted 
with  an  emergency,  and  I  venture,  there- 
fore, to  express  the  hope  that  the  great 
body  of  the  Liberal  party,  however  justly 
they  may  liave  founoianlt  vith  the  waiit 
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of  foresight  or  with  the  want  of  prepara- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  Government  in  the 
initial  stages  of  this  campaign,  will  strongly 
support  the  proposals  which  the  Govern- 
ment havenowtaid  before  the  House.  I  will 
not  a'lempt  to  criticise  the  details  of 
these  jHYiposab ;  I  make  no  pretence 
of  mihtary  knowledge  such  as  would 
entitle  me  so  to  inflict  myself  upon  the 
patience  of  the  House.  I  merely  embrace 
this  opportunity  of  assuring  the  Govern- 
ment at  least  of  my  support  in  respect  of 
these  particular  proposals,  which,  m  the 
circumstances,  appear  to  me  to  be  reason- 
able and  to  indicate  a  commendable 
calmness  of  judgment. 

Mr.  gray  (West  Ham,  N.):  I  will 
not  weary  the  House  by  discussing  the 
minute  details  of  this  scheme,  Irecause  I 
do  not  feel  myself  competent  tu  form  a 
judgment  on  it ;  but  one  thing  I  am  con- 
vinced of  is  that  outside  this  House  there 
is  a  great  and  steadily  growing  opinion 
that  every  able-bodied  adult  man  should 
take  some  part  in  the  defence  of  the 
Empire.  It  is  impossible  for  any  man  to 
move  from  one  end  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  particularly  during  the  progress  of 
the  war,  without  seeing  evidence  of  that 
opinion  in  every  direction.  I  have  found 
that  there  are  probably  many  thousands 
of  men  anxious  to  take  part  ia  the  de- 
fence of  their  country,  but  who,  owing 
to  the  state  of  their  business,  are  quite 
unable  to  spare  the  time  to  join  a 
Volunteer  corps ;  there  are  thousands 
who  would  bo  perfectly  ready  to  make 
themselves  skilled  marksmen  if  facilities 
were  only  <^ered  to  them.  There 
are  traoesmen,  many  of  them  old 
Volunteers,  who  are  anxious  to  keep 
up  their  shooting  skill,  and  most  desirous 
of  being  ready  to  servo  should  the  need 
arise,  but  who  are  ([uite  unable  to  spare 
the  time  to  make  the  necessary  drills  and 
become  efficient  in  a  Volunteer  corps. 
There  is  a  steady  movement  throughout 
the  countiy  for  the  formation  of  rifle 
clubs,  which  would  include  a  large  number 
of  expert  shots.  I  have  seen  such  clubs 
in  the  rural  districts  of  Austria,  where 
village  after  village  has  its  own  club,  and 
I  see  no  reason  why  the  Government 
i^ould  not  encourage  these  clubs  by  offer- 
ing prizes  for  marksmanship,  just  as 
plates  are  offered  for  horse-racing. 

Mk.  flavin  (Kerry,  N.)  :  Would 
the  hon.  Member  extend  it  to  Ireland  1 

Mr.  GKAY:  Were  the  Irish  peasant 
left  free  to  form  his  own  judgment  I  cer- 
tainly would.    I  have  watched  peasants 


and  tradesmen  in  Austria  taking  part  in 
inter-nllage  competitions,  and  shoiving 
the  results  of  their  marksmanship  with 
considerable  pride.  There  was  a  time  in 
England  when  a  large  part  of  our  defen- 
sive as  well  as  our  onensive  force  depended 
on  the  skill  of  the  Yeomanry  as  marks- 
men. I  see  no  reason  why  that  time 
should  not  recur.  There  are,  of  coui-se, 
many  difficulties  in  the  way,  such  as  the 
cost  of  providing  rifles,  the  securing  of 
the  necessary  ammunition,  and  above  all 
the  obtaining  of  ranges.  But  all  theuu 
difficulties  are  not  insuperable  if  the 
Government  would  only  help.  It  is 
only  right  that  this  movement  should 
be  countenanced,  and  I  hope  that 
the  War  Office  will  look  with  favour  on  it 
at  this  juncture.  The  Government  have 
a  great  opportunity  now,  owing  to  the 
enthusiasm  thioughout  the  countiy,  which 
may  not  recur  for  many  years,  atid  if 
they  would  only  grant  men  such  as  I  have 
indicated  the  right,  under  proper  condi- 
tions, to  use  ranges,  if  they  would  loan 
them  rifles  and  provide  them  with  ammu- 
nition at  cost  price,  I  see  no  reason  why 
we  should  not  have  in  this  country  a  de- 
fensive force  of  maxiy  thousands,  some- 
thing in  the  nature  of  the  Reserve.  I  do 
hope  that  before  the  debate  closes  some 
statement  may  be  made  by  the  Under 
Secretary  for  War  on  this  subject.  I  am 
perfectly  certain  that  a  large  number  of 
men  are  anxiously  awaiting  some  lead 
from  the  War  Office  in  the  matter.  There 
is  just  one  other  topic  to  which  I  would 
wish  to  refer,  namely,  the  suggestion  that 
lads  in  our  public  schools  uu^t  to  receive 
a  certain  amount  of  military  training.  It 
may  not,  however,  be  generally  realised - 
that  very  young  children  cannot  stand 
the  ordinary  form  of  drill,  and  it  may  not 
be  known  that  physical  exercises — known 
as  Swedish  drill — are  now  compulsory  in 
every  county,  and  there  are  very  few 
schools  in  which  time  is  not  devoted  to 
such  exercises  every  week.  That  form  of 
physical  drill  is  more  beneflcial  to  young 
children  than  ordinary  company  drill, 
which  places  too  great  a  strain 
on  the  muscles  of  a  young  child. 
Under  proper  conditions,  however,  no 
doubt  much  might  bo  done  in  the 
direction  of  military  drill.  I  have  looked 
at  school  children  drilling  in  Battersea 
Park  under  sergeants  in  the  Guai-ds,  and 
they  presented  a  very  creditable  appear- 
ance. The  movement,  however,  is  one 
which  must  be  developed  cautiously 
and  on  the  right  ¥^^^^,^n(L.l)^fe 
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that  wu  flhHll  not  rush  at  ome  at  com- 
pulsory military  drill  in  schools.  I 
rejoice  greatly  that  the  Government  have 
decided  to  put  aside  conscription.  I  am 
sure  the  country  is  not  ready  for  it,  and  I 
consider  that  the  Volunteer  movement,  if 
properly  encouraged,  will  lift  us  out  of 
our  present  difficulties  and  make  us 
stronger  and  better  prepared  to  meet 
difficulties  in  the  future. 

Mr.  BRYN  ROBERTS  (Carnarvon- 
shire, Eifion) :  Thehon.  Member  who  has 
just  spoken  has  urged  the  importance  of 
every  adult  man  in  the  United  Kingdom 
volunteering  in  defence  of  the  Empire. 
What  does  the  hon.  Mem!)er  mean  by 
the  Empire  T  V>oe»  he  mean  that  every 
able-bodied  man  in  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland  should  volunteer  for  the  piupose 
of  going  abroad  to  support  an  expedition 
set  on  foot  l)y  a  Jingo  Government  ?  If 
he  only  means  this  country,  then  we  all 
agree  with  him,  assuming  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  defend  it.  This  country  has  not 
been  invaded  for  over  eight  centuries, 
and  we  are  not  likely  to  have  another 
invasion  for  eight  centuries  more  unless 
we  interfere  with  other  people.  The  hon. 
Memljer  cited  the  example  of  Austria,  but 
Austria  is  in  daily  fear  of  invasion,  or  at 
;uiy  rate  is  daily  liable  to  invasion.  No- 
thing but  an  ima^nary  line  drawn  across 
the  map  distingtnshes  its  boundaries,  and 
(m  that  ground  it  is  necessary  that  it 
should  have  a  Strang  defensive  army  for 
the  pur(K)ses  of  repelling  an  invasion. 
There  is  not  the  slightest  possibility  of 
any  attack  on  us ;  therefore  I  say  our 
home  defences  are  sufficient.  I  dissociate 
myself  also  from  what  has  been  said  by 
ray  hon.  friend  the  Member  for  the  Wick 
Burghs.  He  said  he  would  support  the 
(Government  in  all  their  proposals  with 
respect  to  this  war.  I  am  not  able  to 
do  so,  and  I  will  tell  the  Committee  why. 
If  I  agreed  with  the  proposals  of  the 
Government,  then  1  would  agree  with  the 

r)licy  which  necessitated  this  increase, 
disagree  thoraughly  with  that  policy. 
1  consider  the  war  is  absohitely  unjust, 
and  I  believe  it  is  our  duty  in  honour  and 
conscience  to  bring  it  to  a  close  as  soon 
as  we  ctui,but  I  am  not  willing  to  vote  for 
an  additional  single  man  in  imlcr  to  carry 
it  on.  As  far  as  my  vote  goes  it  will  lie 
given  to  indicate  that  it  is  our  duty  to 
open  negotiations  at  once,  to  confess  that 
wo  are  ui  the  wrong,  and  to  dismiss  the 
C!olonial  Secretary  and  his  satellites  from 
the  service  of  the  Crown,  as  a  guarantee 
that  we  do  not,  intend   to  interfere 

Jfr.  Gratf. 


'  with  -the  independence  of  the  Transvaal 
the  future.    There  is  no  neccsaitv 


'  for  this  abnormal  increase  of  the  Army  a.^ 
long  as  we  carried  out  the  foreign  policy 
'  practised  by  the  Liberal  party  almost  for 
I  generations.    The  Army  is  ample,  and  it 
I  would  remain  ample  if  we  continued  the 
,  foreign  policy  of  Mr.  Gladstone,  not 
mealing  or  interfering  in  the  concerns  of 
other  people,  and  especially  not  making 
aggressive  movements  or  organiaing  jingo 
expeditions  against  other  countries.  In 
that  case  no  country  in  the  world  would 
raise  a  finger  against  us,  and  the  Voliui- 
teer  and  Militia  forces  alone  would  be 
quite  sufficient  for  defensive  purposes. 
This  war  has  proved  that  for  defensive 
purposes  our  Army  is  not  only  big  enough 
I  but  too  big.    If  40,000  farmers  in  the 
Transvaal  have  proved  themselves  capable 
I  of  resisting  the  whole  force  of  the  British 
I  Empire,  surely  the  6,000,000  able-bodied 
I  men  in  England  would  be  able  to  do  so 
I  with  the  regular  Army,  if  they  wereigiven 
■  the  same  causeto  fight — namely,  in  defence 
of  their  own  homes. 

]  Motion  made,  and  Question,  "  That  the 
'  Chairman  do  report  Progress ;  and  ask 
:  leave  to  sit  again "  —  {Mr.  /yiOiam 
/fnimont/)— put  and  agreed  to. 
Committee  report  Progress;  to  sit 
i  again  To-moiTOW. 

OUT-UOOIl    RELIEF  <KRIENDLY 
SOCIETIE.S)  (No.  2)  BILL. 
[Second  ItKAiuNti.] 

(    Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

I  *Mr.  STKACHEY  (Somerset,  S.) :  I 
beg  to  move  that  this  Bill  be  read  a 

:  second  time.    It  consists  of  only  one 

I  clause,  and  has  the  sanction  and  approval 
of  the  friendly  societies  of  this  countiy. 

I  and  has  received  the  unanimous  approval 
of  the  National  Conference  of  If  nendly 

I  Societies.  It  provides  that  where  a  board 

;  of  guanUaiiB  grants  outdoor  relief  to  any 
member  of  a  friendly  society,  it  shall  not 
take  into  consideration  any  sum  up  t» 
five  shilling  which  may  have  been  granted 
by  the  society. 

Mk.  BANBURY  (Camberwell,  Peck- 
ham)  :  At  this  time  of  the  eveuiiig  it  i.-* 
impossible  to  discuss  this  Bill.  It  i-< 
l>erfectly  true  it  is  a  very  small  Bill,  and 
consists  of  only  two  clauses,  but  it  never- 
theless intei-feres  very  seriously  

It  being  midnight,  the  debate  stood 
adjourned.    Debate  to  be  resumed  upon 

'  Tuesday,  27th  February. 

•  Adjourned  at  one  mmatr 

I  after  JEwelve  <rf.the  docL 
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PETITIONS. 

MINES   (EIGHT    HOURS)  BILL. 
Petitions  in  favour,   from  Ormistoii ; 
Oxenford  j  Tranent ;  Elphingstone  ;  Pen- 
ston ;  and  Prestongrange ;  to  lie  upon  the 
Table. 

SALE    OF  INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
ON    SUNDAY  BILL. 

Petitions  in  favour,  froip  Horsham ; 
iind  Manningtree  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

SALE    OF    INTOXICATING  LIQUORS 
TO   CHILDREN  BILL. 

Two  petitions  from  Manchester,  in 
favour ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 


RETURNS,  REPORTS,  ETC. 


riVIL  SERVICES  (SUPPLEMENTARY- 
ESTIMATE,  1899-1900). 

Kstimate  presented, — of  the  further 
amount  requued  in  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1900,  for  sundry  Colonial  Swvices 
[by  Command] ;  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Supply,  and  to  be  printed. 
[No.  48.] 

TRADE  REPORTS   (ANNUAL  SERIES). 

Copy  presented, — of  Diplomatic  and 
Consular  Reports,  Annual  Series,  No.  2379 
[by  Command]  ;  to  lie  upon  the  Table. 

INQUIRY  INTO  CHARITIES  (ADMINIS- 
TRATIVE COUNTY  OF  DURHAM). 

Return  ordered,  "  comprising  (1)  the 
Reports  made    to    the  Chanty  Com- , 
niissioners,  in  the  result  of  an  inquiry  > 
held  in  every  parish  wholly  or  partly 
within    the    administrative  county  of 
Durham  into  Endowments,  subject  to  the  i 
provisions  of  the  Charitable  Trusts  Acts, 
1853  to  1894,  and  appropriated  in  whole  | 
or  in  part  for  the  benefit  of  that  county, 
or  of  any  part  thereof,  together  with  the  1 
Reports   on  those  Endowments  of  the 
Commissioners   for  inquirine  concerning 
Charities,  1818  to  1837;  (2)  a  digest,  ^ 
showing  in  the  case  of  each  such  parish  | 
whether  any,  and,  if  any,  what  such  j 
Endowments  are  recorded  in  the  books  ; 


of  the  Charity  Commisrionors  in  the 
parish  ;  and  (3)  an  index,  alphabetically 
arranged,  of  names  and  places  mentioned 
in  the  Reports."— (Afr.  Grant  Lawson.) 


INQUIRY  INTO  CHARITIES  (COUNTY 
OP  MONTGOMERY). 

Return  ordered,  "comprising  (1)  the 
Reports  made  to  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners in  the  result  of  an  inquiry  held  in 
every  parish  wholly  or  partly  within  the 
county  of  Montgomery  into  Endowments^ 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  the  Charitable 
Trusts  Acts,  1853  to  1894,  and  appro- 
priated in  whole  or  in  part  for  the  benefit 
of  that  county,  or  of  any  part  thereof, 
together  with  the  Reports  on  those 
Endowments  of  the  Commissioners  for 
inquiring  concerning  Charities,  1818  to 
1837  ;  (2)  a  digest  showing,  in  the  caw 
of  each  such  parish,  whether  any,  and,  if 
any,  what  such  Endowments  are  recorded 
in  the  books  of  the  Charity  Commis- 
sioners in  the  parish  ;  and  (3)  an  Index, 
alphabetically  arranged,  of  names  and 
places  mentioned  in  the  Reports." — (Mr. 
Grant  Lawson.) 

SUPERANNUATION  ACT,  1884. 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  the  18th 
day  of  October,  1899,  that  the  Treasury 
Minute  under  the  Superannuation  Act, 
1884,  relating  to.  Mary  Byrne,  Post- 
mistress, Beaumari^  do  lie  upon  the 
Table,  be  read  and  discharged. 

'  Ordered,  That  the  said  Treasury 
Minute  be  withdrawn.— (.Ifr.  Hanimry). 

LOCAL  GOVERNMENT  (IRELAND)  ACT 
(1898)  AMENDMENT  BILL. 


[Second  Readixo.] 
Order  for  Second  Reading  read. 

♦Mr.  TULLY  (Leitrim,  S.) :  I  beg.  Sir, 
to  move  the  Second  Readii^  of  this  Bill, 
and  in  doing  so  I  must  claim  the  indul- 
gence of  this  House  while  I  strive  to 
explain  and  justify,  if  I  can,  the  principles 
contained  in  it.  It  is  a  complex  question 
and  one  presenting  great  and  serious 
difficulties.  It  is  deaigned  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  Local  Grovemment  (Ireland) 
Act  that  was  carried  through  this 
House  by  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland,  and  I  think. 
Sir,  there  is  not  one  of  us  on  these  benches 
who  does  not  re^t  the  cause  which  has 
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led  to  his  absence  from  the  House  at  this  j  the  polling  booths.  You  have  in  Eng- 
juucture.  I  must  say  at  the  outset  that  \  land  and  Scotland  no  law  for  the  free 
that  Act  was  a  great  and  far-reaching  |  chartering  of  armed  police  on  any  dis- 
measure,  and  I  suppose  it  was  as  la^e  a  :  trict  of  the  country  at  the  whim  iif 
measure  of  reform  as  the  right  hon.  Gen-  an  irresponsible  Executive.  You  have  no 
tleman  could  expect  to  carry  through  [  law  for  compensation  for  malicious  injurie» 
under  the  circumstances.  But  from  our  '  — for  making  the  ratepayers  a  kind  of  in- 
experience of  the  working  of  the  Act,  !  surance  society  for  the  property  of  peo{^ 
extending  over  nearly  twelve  months,  i  who  wiH  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
we  are  convinced  that  a  number  of  |  advantages  of  insurance.  We  claim 
amendments  are  required  to  make  it  a  i  equality  and  equtd  laws  in  these  matters, 
thoroughly  practical  and  workmanlike  In  Kngland  your  Ijocal  Government 
measure.  Sir,  in  Ireland  we  have  had  to  '■  Board  has  two  members  in  this  Hooiie 
labourunder  circumstances  of  considerable  who  change  as  each  Government  is 
difficulty  in  carrying  out  the  work  of  changed  by  the  votes  of  the  people.  In 
local  government.  In  England  reform  in  .  Scotland,  the  Scotch  Local  govemmeni 
local  affairs  and  in  local  bodies  came  by  [  Board  has  two  members  in  this  Hous«. 
stages — in  Ireland  it  reached  the  people  |  the  Scotch  Secretary  and  the  Scotch 
in  a  lump.  In  England  you  first  got ;  Solicitor  Greneral,  who  are  elected  bv  the 
municipal  reform  Da8e<l  on  household  j  votes  of  the  people,  and  cbuigF 
suffrage  ;  then  you  county  councils  I  with  each  Government.  In  IreluHl 
on  a  democratic  basis  ;  and  after  some  1  we  hare  nothing  similar.  The  right  hon. 
years  you  got  parish  councils.  But  the  <  Gentleman,  the  Member  for  Montrose,  in 
way  you  managed  these  thin^  for  us  in  :  his  speech  on  the  Second  Reading  of  the 
Ireland  was  different.  All  our  local  bodies  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Bill,  and  who 
and  institutions  were  flung  into  the  himself,  as  Chief  Secretary  for  Irelaml, 
melting  pot  together,  and  we  got  munici  ,  was,  for  a  time  head  of  the  Irish  Local 
pal  reform,  county  councils  and  district  Government  Board,  drew  attention  to  thf 
councils  at  the  same  time.  Considering  unrepresentative  nature  of  that  Board,  anti 
that  the  Act  started  with  an  almost  com-  he  emphasised  it  as  a  weak  point  in  your  i 
plete  revolution  in  the  administrative  measure,  that  you  made  no  provision  for 
local  bodies,  I  think  Englishmen  will  ad-  bringing  that  Board  into  harmony  with  the 
mit  that  it  is  so  far  Creditable  to  Irish- 1  viewsof  the  people  of  Ireland,  constitution-  I 
men,  after  nearly  twelve  months  working,  '  ally  ejcnressed.  Well,  we  are  staivinein 
under  circumstances  of  great  difficulty,  this  Bill  to  bring  about  that  faarmon v.  Wr  I 
that  so  few  mistakes  have  been  made,  propose  to  set  up  a  Board  which  will  exer-  I 
For  one  thing  we  have  not  given  much  cise  a  certain  supervision  over  the  acts  irf  ' 
work  to  our  friends,  the  lawyers,  in  Ire-  the  Local  Government  Board,  so  far  sa 
land.  The  complaint  that  we  come  here  they  come  into  collision  with  the  wishes 
to-day  to  make  is  not  one  that  we  would  of  the  local  bodies.  For  precedent  wo 
expect  to  hear  from  the  opposite  Benches  '  have  gone  to  a  certain  extent  to  the 
—that  these  bodies  are  extravagant.  Our  '  machinery  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  ' 
complaint  is  that  it  is  the  central  body,  Board  of  Agriculture  Act  which  w« 
whose  duty  it  is  to  8uper\-ise  these  '  passed  in  this  House  last  year,  and  which 
local  bodies,  which  is  extravagant,  and  provides  for  an  advisory  Boaitl ;  and  yno 
which  has  wasted  the  money  of  the  tax-  have  so  far  demonstrated  the  praeticahilitr 
payers  in  Ireland.  I  will  not  attempt '.  of  the  principle  of  popular  control  thai 
to  conceal  that  some  of  the  proposals  you  have  provided  that  eight  members  of 
contained  in  this  Bill  are  drastic  proposals,  the  Board  of  Agricidture  are  to  fw  j 
but  as  far  as  we  can  they  are  an  attempt  elected  by  the  county  councils  and  other  | 
on  our  part  to  bring  the  laws  of  local  representative  people,  and  four  are  to  he 
government  in  Ireland  into  harmony  with  nominated  by  the  Department.  In  the 
the  wishes  of  the  majority  of  the  people.  Hoard  we  propose  to  set  up  four  memhem 
and  as  far  as  is  practicable  under  the  i  are  to  be  elected  by  the  chairmen  of  the 
different  circumstances  into  harmony  with  thirty  three  county  councils  in  Ireland, 
the  laws  of  local  government  as  existing  one  6y  the  six  county  boroughs,  and  two 
in  England  and  Seothmd.  In  Enghind  ;  are  to  be  appointed  by.the  Local  Govern- 
Aud  Scotland  your  local  government '  ment  Board.  That  istthe  machiner}-  we 
Boards  are  amenable  to  the  influence  propose  to  apply ;  and  it  is  simple  ami 
e.xerciaed  by  the  votes  of  the  people  in ;  inexpensive.    Here,  in  Engkuid,  the  vien 

Mr.Tully.  ' 
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•of  the  county  councils  are  to  this 
extent  recognised — that  you  have  passed 
A  County  Councils  Association  Act, 
All  Act  by  which  the  county  councils 
can  pay  the  expenses  of  that  association 
■out  of  the  rates.  We  have  no  such 
body,  recognised  by  statute,  in  Ireland. 
Wo  propose  to  set  up  this  new 
Board  imder  the  name  of  the  Board 
•of  Control,  which  was  the  name 
•of  a  good  old  fossilised  body  which 
existed  in  Ireland  previous  to  the 
passing  of  the  Local  Government  Act, 
which  did  away  with  it.  We  have,  how- 
over,  no  objection  to  the  name,  and  we 
would  take  it  again  if  we  got  the  powers 
tempered  by  the  restraints  exercised  by 
vote  by  ballot.  Well,  Sir,  the  Local  Govem- 
merit  Board  in  Ireland  is,  as  I  have  said, 
entirely  out  of  touch  with  the  people  ; 


held  office  as  a  salaried  servant  of  the 
Crown  !  Now  what  is  it  we  find  in  Ire- 
land since  the  Local  Grovernment  Bouxl 
set  to  work  to  increase  the  cost  of 
administration  ?  We  find  that  no  more 
roads  are  to  be  mended ;  we  find  that  no 
more  paupers  are  to  be  supported  in  the 
workhouses ;  and  no  more  lunatii»  are  to 
be  cared  for  in  the  asylums.  The  system 
of  keeping  the  accounts  has  been  simpli- 
fied by  substituting  county  rating  and 
union  rating  for  the  old  system  of  baronial 
rating  and  divisional  rating,  and  although 
the  clerical  work  has  been  thus  reduced, 
the  Local  Government  Board  has  in  nearly 
every  county  in  Ireland  doubled  the 
sakriea  of  the  officials.  That  is  what 
we  complain  of,  and  the  same  complaint  is 
made  not  only  in  the  south  and  west,  but 
also  in  the  north  of  Ireland.     In  the 


.and  the  effect  of  the  Act  of  1898  was  to  !  county  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the 
widen  the  gulf  that  separates  the  Local  [  secretary  was  paid  a  salary  of  £293  by 
■Government  Board  in  Ireland  from  what  [  the  Grand  Jury — that  was  all  that  came 

I  might  call  the  ratepaying  classes  in  |  out  of  the  ratepayers'  pockets — and  he 
Ireland.  Under  the  old  state  of  things,  also  levied  fees  off  the  road  contractors. 
l)e fore  the  passing  of  the  Act,  the  land- |  Although  the  county  paid  for  the  printing, 
lords  paid  half  the  rates;  but  under  the  i  he  charged  them  fees  for  tender  forms 
Act  they  ha^e  been  relieved  from  that  |  and  specifications,  and  while  there  was 
responsibility.    So  long  as  the  landlorrls  ,  no  statute  to  authorise  these  charges, 


paid  their  share  of  the  rates  we  had  no 
complaint  against  the  Local  Government 
£oard  in  regard  to  increasing  the 
i-ates;  but  the  moment  the  landlords 
■as  landlonls  ceased  to  pay  rates  we 
find  a  complete  change  come  over 
the  spirit  of  the  Local  Government 
Board.  We  find  that  instead  of  that 
ImkIv  checking  waste  and  extravagance, 
it  is  doing  everything  in  its  power  to 
encourage  wasteful  and  extravagant  ex- 
penditure. When  we  find  this  going  on, 
we  Ciumot  help  entertaining  the  suspicion 
that  perhaps  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board,  in  striving  to  make  local  self- 


theae  fees  were  levied  off  contractors  by  the 
Grand  Jury  officials  all  over  Ireland.  We 
offered  our  secretary  £700  a  year  on 
condition  that  he  did  all  the  work,  and 
paid  any  accountant  and  clerks  he  n^ed. 
The  Local  Government  Board  step  in  and 
say  chat  the  gentleman  who  got  £293 
from  the  Grand  Jury  must  now  get  £600 
a  year,  and  we  must  besides  pay  an 
accountant  and  clerks  to  do  all  the  work, 
while  he  need  not  do  anj-thing  at  all. 
That  is  a  typical  instance  of  what  the 
Local  Government  Board  are  doing 
all  over  Ireland.  It  is  true  of  Kerry 
in  the  south,  and  it  is  true  of  Fer- 


government  expensive,  are  at  the  same  '  managh  in  the  north,  where  the  Unionist 
time   striving   to  make  it  unpopular.'  ' 


county  council  adopted  even  a  stronger 
resolution  of  protest  than  we  did  in 
Roscommon  in  the  west,  and  my  hon. 
friend  {Mr.  Jordan)  will 'bear  me  out  in 
this  matter.  What  they  have  done  in 
raising  salaries  in  the  case  of  the  coumy 


Well,  Sir,  when  the  Local  Government 
Act  was  passed,  you  proceeded  to 
.strengthen  that  body  ;  and  the  executive, 
by  way  of  promoting  harmony  between 

.them  and  the  people  of  Ireland,  selected  ,  ^  ^ 
a  gentleman  Kichard  Bagwell)  as  an  '  council  officials,  the  Local  Government 
additional  member  of  the  Local  Govern- '  Board  have  also  done  in  the  case  of  the 
ment  Board.    He  was  a  gentleman  who  j  district  council  and  poor  law  officials. 

.had  spent  his  time  as  a  Unionist  pamph- 1  The  other  day  a  member  of  an  English 

.leteer,  reviling  oui  people,  and  actually  '  council  told  me  that  his  experience  of 
libelling  Irish  Members  who  sat  upon  '  officiab  was  that  their  one  aim  in  life 

.these  benches.  Well,  one  of  the  first  pub-  after  they  are  appointed  is  to  study  how 
licttctsof  Mr.  Bagwell  was  tomake  a  speech  i  they  will  get  an  increase  of  salary,  and  if 

.denouncing  the  very  Act  under  which  he  '<  one  of  them  sees  an  official  in  a  neigh- 

'    3H2  ^  , 
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bouring  union  or  council  getting  more 
salary  than  he  does,  he  concentrates  all 
bis  energies  to  induce  his  paymasters  to 
bring  him  to  the  same  level.  What  is 
true  of  officials  in  England  is  tnie  of 
Ireland,  and  the  Local  Government 
Board,  perhaps,  in  raising  salaries  whole- 
sale wish  to  attach  to  themselves  all  the 
devotion  and  all  the  support  of  every 
official  under  all  the  new  bodies.  They 
have  carried  this  principle  so  far  that  in 
one  case,  where  an  official  was  found  con- 
tent with  bis  saUu-y,  they  insisted  on  his 
taking  £10  more  than  he  asked  for.  This 
was  in  Abbeyleix  Union,  and  the  Clerk 
there  has  been  obliged  to  accept  a  higher 
salary  than  he  thought  fair  himself. 
I  am  glad  the  Financial  Secretary  to  the 
Treasury  is  present,  because  there  is  one 
point  to  which  I  wish  to  direct  his 
attention,  namely,  aa  affecting  the  com- 
pensations which  have  been  granted  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  In  the 
union  witn  which  I  am  acquainted,  it 
was  part  of  the  clerk's  duties  to  check  the 
rate  collectors'  accounts  once  a  fortnight. 
The  Local  Government  Board  issue  an 
order  that  where  the  clerks  of  union  do 
this  work  now,  although  it  was  part  of 
their  former  duties,  they  must  get  5s.  per 
hundred  tatings,  and  in  the  case  to  which 
I  refer  this  came  to  £45  a  year.  The 
clerk  claimed  that  he  had  lost  £10  a  year 
as  returning  officer  and  £12  a  year  under 
the  Cattle  Diseases  Act,  and  the  Local 
Grovemment  Board  sanction  his  claim 
for  £110  compensation  for  dim- 
inution of  income,  althou^  he 
had  already  got  £45  extra  as 
I  have  described,  and  then  the  Local 
Government  Board  come  in  and  say  he 
must  get  £80  a  year  for  his  new  duties 
under  the  district  council,  although  this 
new  work  replaces  the  ■duties  that  were 
transferred  from  him.  Half  this  com- 
pensation for  diminution  of  income  is  to 
come  out  of  money  controlled  by  the 
Financial  Secretary  to  the  Treasury.  In 
Belmullet  Union  the  same  thing  was 
sanctioned  by  the  Local  Government 
Bufud,  but  I  btHeve  the  Imperial 
Treasury  have  come  in  and  told  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  although  they 
may  fire  away  the  money  of  the  Irish 
ratepayers  they  are  not  going  to  fire  away 
the  money  of  the  Imperial  Treasury.  I 
am  afraid  that  nearly  all  these  com- 
pensations have  now  been  paid,  but  I  hope 
the  hon.  Gentleman  will  make  some  in- 
quiry into  the  matter,  and  he  will  find 

Mr.  TuUy. 


cases  just  aa  extraordinary  as  those  I  have 

a noted.  The  reason  I  have  given  these 
etails  is  in  order  to  make  out  a  case,  as 
it  strikes  us  in  Ireland,  why  we  want  con- 
trol or  some  check  on  this  body  of 
gentlemen  in  Dublin  who  are  appointed 
by  English  parties,  who  are  entirely 
irresponsible  to  Irish  opinion,  and 
who  ignore  and  flout  us.  I  will 
deal  with  a  few  of  the  other 
acts  of  the  Local  Government  Boanl 
since  the  new  bodies  have  taken  office. 
Of  the  object  of  the  first  matter  to  which 
I  will  refer  I  do  not  complain ;  the 
object  was  a  worthy  one,  but  I  object  to 
the  means  adopted  by  the  Local  Goverti- 
ment  Board  to  attain  that  object.  1 
refer  to  the  Board's  action  with  reganl  u> 
dispensary  doctors.  I,  for  one,  think 
dispensary  doctors  in  Ireland  have  been 
ill-paid,  badly  paid.  In  some  cases  their 
salary  has  not  been  more  than  the  wsgt* 
of  an  ordinary  skilled  mechanic.  What 
I  complain  of  is  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  issued  an  ukase  under 
Section  12  of  the  Act  of  1851,  breaking 
the  contracts  these  doctors  had  with  the 
new  bodies,  and  ordering  that  they  should 
have  an  increase  of  salary,  without  soy 
regard  to  locai  feeling. 

The  attorney  GENERAL  im 
IRELAND  (Mr.  Atkinson,  Londonderrj-. 
N.) :  The  hon.  Gentleman  is  under  some 
misapprehension  ;  there  is  no  increase  of 
salary. 

*Mr.  TULLY:  There  is  an  extra 
expense,  which  is  the  same  thing  to  the 

ratepiayers. 

Mk.  ATKINSON:  No;  the  hon. 
Gentleman  is  mistaken. 

*Mr.  TULLY  :  I  will  expkin  it  to  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman  ;  I  know  all  about  it. 
I  often  bear  the  sacredness  of  the  right  of 
contract  referred  to  in  this  House.  The 
contracts  which  the  Irish,  doctors  hsA 
with  the  Irish  unions  were  that  they 
were  to  give  twelve  months'  work  fur 
twelve  months',  pay.  But  the  Local 
Government  Boam  come  in  and  sty. 
"  No  ;  we  will  give  you  thirteen  month*' 
pay  for  eleven  months*^  work,  because  each 
doctor  acted  as  locum  lenens  for  his  neigh 
hour."  Thatishowithaspractically  worked 
out  in  our  union.  Under  this  order  of  ibe 
Board  the  doctors  are  given  a  month's  leave 
of  absence^  and,  whether  we  like  it  oroot. 
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■we  must  pay  the  salaries  of  the  hcum 
.tenens  for  that  period.  I  do  not  object  to 
the  doctors  getting  a  month's  holiday ;  I 
■do  not  object  even  to  the  expense  caused 
by  it ;  but  I  do  object  to  the  means  by 
which  the  Local  Government  Board  did 
it.  Although  the  Board  had  this  power 
from  1851,  they  did  not  put  it  into  force 
'UntU  the  Isndlorda  had  been  reUered  of 
paying  their  portion  of  the  poor  rate. 
Another  question  which  has  caused  a  great 
■deal  of  discussion  in  Ireland  is  one  the 
object  of  which  also  is  philanthropic — the 
question  of  trained  nurses.  I  voted  with 
the  Government  for  the  clause  myself, 
but  I  never  thought  it  would  be  utilised 
.in  the  manner  it  has  been.  There  was  to 
be  a  trained  nurse  employed  in  each 
union,  under  rules  prescribed  by 
the  Local  Government  Board.  In- 
fluenced by  some  of  those  subterranean 
influences  wMch  exist  in  Dublin,  the 
£oard  drafted  the  rules  in  such  a  way 
that  they  deliberately  excluded  the  very 
best  class  of  nurses  in  the  Catholic  parts 
■of  Ireland — they  shut  out  the  nuns, 
.and  made  this  sphere  of  work  a 
close  preserve  for  nurses  coming  from 
hospitals  in  DubUn,  one  of  which  is  a 
limited  liability  company  paying  regular 
dividends.  As  half  the  salary  is  not 
recouped  to  the  unions  unless  the 
•appointment  is  made  imder  these 
^^schbed  rules,  it  is  almost  impos- 
sible, unless  the  guardians  incur  heavy 
finanoi^  liability,  to  have  sisters  of  mercy 
as  nursing  officers.  The  effect  of  the 
rules  is  that  in  order  to  be  a  trained 
jiurse  in  a  workhouse  a  lady  must 
spend  three  or  four  years  in  a  city 
hospital,  and  we  know  that  when  a  lady 
lias  spent  that  time  in  the  city  she  will 
hardtytbe  content  to  remain  very  long  in  a 
little  country  town.  The  result  is  that 
these  nurses  flit  from  one  union  to 
another,  and  the  Local  Government  Board 
sanction  it,  and  permit  this  kind  of  thing 
lo  go  on.  In  our  union  we  decided  to 
give  the  salaries  on  a  sliding  scale,  so 
■that  the  lopger  the  nurse  stopped  the 
bigger  salary  she  would  get.  We  issued 
our  advertisements  on  that  line.  The 
Local  Government  Board,  however,  woiUd 
jiot  agree  to  these  advertisements,  but 
they  actually  wrote  down  to  say  that  if 
■we  would  issue  our  advertisements  in  the 
lorm  they  thought  right  they  would  send 
4ihem  to  the  nurses  they  had  on  a  special 
list.  Although  we  had  been  advertising 
for  a  number  of  months  without  getting 


a  reply,  it  was  then  for  the  first  time  that 
we  discovered  the  existence  of  this  little 
list  and  were  able  to  get  a  reply.  We 
wanted  to  have  Catholic  nurses,  it  being  a 
Catholic  district,  but  the  reply  we  got 
from  the  "  little  list  "  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  was  from  a  lady  in  an 
English  rectory,  who  was  asked  to  come 
over  to  a  little  country  town  in  the  west  of 
Ireland  and  settle  down  there  as  a  trained 
nurse.  We  have  also  found  that  the 
Board  have  another  "  little  list "  in  regard 
to  the  question  of  analysts  of  medicines. 
One  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  was  that 
the  unions  would  not  be  recouped  half 
the  cost  of  medicines  unless  the  medicines 
were  analysed  by  a  qualified  analyst.  We 
had  had  a  county  analyst  for  years,  to 
whom  the  county  paid  ^25  a  yeat,  a  sum 
which  covered  all  his  dudes.  As  soon  as 
the  Local  Government  Act  was  passed 
we  had  a  letter  from  tiie  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  intimating  that  we  should 
not  be  recouped  half  the  cost  of  medicines 
unless  we  appointed  a  special  analyst. 
Some  of  the  unions  advertised,  and  got 
gentlemen  to  tender  to  do  the  work 
at  very  nominal  sums,  but  the  Board 
would  not  sanction  their  appointment. 
Then  to  our  great  surprise  we  found 
they  had  a  litue  list  of  live  or  six  gentle- 
men, and  unless  we  accepted  the  terms  of 
these  gentlemen  we  could  not  get  the  ap- 
pointment sanctioned.  In  our  county, 
one  of  those  gentlemen,  perhaps  the  most 
distinguished  member  of  the  profession  in 
Ireland,  Sir  Charles  Cameron,  had  made 
his  bargain  with  the  different  unions  in 
the  county,  and  instead  of  getting  £25, 
for  which  he  had  been  willing  to  do 
the  work,  under  the  Grand  Jury, 
he  would  have  made  about  £300  a 
year.  We,  as  a  county  council,  were  not 
going  to  have  the  ratepayers  treated  in 
that  way,  and  we  interfered,  and  decided 
that  unless  he  would  acc^t  £50  and  do 
all  the  work  of  the  unions,  we  would  re- 
move him  as  county  analyst.  He  agreed, 
cancelled  his  bargain,  and  took  our  offer. 
That  was  another  instance  in  which  the 
Board  had  a  little  list,  but  how  do  we 
know  that  in  other  appointments  we  may 
have  to  make  they  have  not  other  little 
lists  introducing  similar  conditions  1 
The  Grovemment  have  refused  to  give  us 
a  Catholic  University  in  Ireland,  and 
while  we  have  got  a  semblance  of  local 
government,  how  do  we  know  but  by 
insisting  on  certain  University  tests  for 
candidates,  our  Catholic  fellow-country - 
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men  will  Iw  excluded,  and  we  may  have 
to  still  appoint  the  same  old  parties 
who  have  monopolised  all  these 
things  in  the  past  1  These  are  some 
of  the  reasoiia  upon  which  I  justify 
our  claim  to  have  a  board  of  control  in 
Ireland  elected  by  representatives  of  the 
ratepayers,  and  if  a  county  council  or  a 
district  council  appeals  to  this  board  they 
will  have  power  to  make  an  order.  Clause  o 
deals  with  demands  ordered  by  a  judge  of 
assize.  There  is  an  obvious  misprint 
here  which  makes  it  somewhat  obscure. 
This  clause  deals  with  what  are  known  as 
imperative  presentments,  but  the  par- 
ticular clause  to  which  we  take  exception 
is  the  one  dealing  with  the  free  quarter- 
ing of  L'xtra  police  on  diflerent  districts. 
There  is  no  such  power  in  England  or 
Scotland,  and  in  those  countries  the 
Kxecutive  have  no  power  to  quarter  police 
on  any  part  of  the  country  thej^  please. 
This  clause  is  introduced  to  bring  about 
an  equality  of  the  law  of  Ireland  with  the 
Jaw  of  England  and  Scotland,  and  its 
object  is  to  have  some  control  over 
the  action  and  whinu  of  an  irresponsible 
Kxecutive,  and  to  prevent  the  free  quarter- 
ing of  any  police  on  particular  districts. 
In  this  matter  we  ask  for  equality  between 
the  law  of  Ireland  and  England  and  Scot- 
land. Irishmen  get  more  than  a  share  of 
their  equality  when  taking  the  risks 
of  the  Imttlefield.  We  ask  for  some 
equality  in  the  blessings  of  peace. 
Clause  6  deals  with  the  question  of  money 
and  rates.  Of  course  we  ask  for  money 
in  this  BUL  There  is  a  saying  in  Irelauh 
"  That  every  aristocrat's  sticklias  a  silver 
top,"  and  "That  every  sermon  ends  in 
moue^.*'  We  ask  that  there  may  be  some 
equality  between  the  treatment  given  to 
Knglish  occupiers  and  to  Irish  occupiers. 
In  England,  when  you  gave  the  agricul- 
tural grant  to  the  English  occupiers,  they 
got  the  full  benefit  of  it.  But  in  Ireland, 
when  you  gave  the  Agricultural  Grant, 
you  voted  one  half  of  it  directly  into  the 
pockets  of  the  landlords.  All  we  ask  is 
that  Irish  occupiers  shall  get  the  full 
benefit  of  the  Agricultural  Grant,  and  the 
amount  we  ask  for  is  something  slightly 
in  excess  of  what  the  landlords  are  getting 
under  the  Agricultural  Grant.  At  the 
passing  of  the  Act,  you  promised  us  three 
quarters  of  a  million ;  you  have  only 
given  us  £722,000.  In  that  charac- 
teristic manner  in  which  you  give 
doles  from  your  Imperial  Treasury  you 
have  "docked"  us  of  £25,000  from  the 

Mr.  Tully. 


'  sum  you  promised  at  the  passing  of  this 
'  Act.    In  the  county  where  I  am  on  the 
newbodiestheLocalGovemment  Board  are 
giving  their  attention  to  preparing  lists  of 
favourite  officials  instead  of  giving  us 
information  of  finance  aftecting  the  rat«» 
of  the  county.    As  far  as  I  can  make  out 
in  our  county — and  I  had  the  assistance 
of  a  distinguished  financier  who  examined 
the  figures — I  found  from  our  scrutiny 
'  thatf  so  far  as  we  could  make  out  the 
I  returns,  we  were  about  £1,000  short 
1  compared  with  what  we  should  have  got 
I  under  the  Agricultural  Grant.     I  find 
1  that   the    Most   Rev.   Dr.  Kelly  has 
I  gone  very  carefully  into  these  figures 
as    they    afiect    the    Asylum  grants, 
and  he  finds  that  the  Imperial  Treasury 
I  have  deprived  us  of  a  great  deal  of  money 
I  which  we  were  entitled  to  at  the  paas- 
I  ing  of  the  Local  Grovemment  Act.  He 
j  says — 

I  "In  October,  1807,  the  British  Treasury  haJ 
,  received  £159,00u  of  Irish  money  from  tbe  Iru4i 
'  [mblicaiiK.  That  amount  was  a  payment  for 
twelve  months.  Out  of  that  payment  the 
British  Treasury  had  defrayed  tbe  expenses  ul 
Iri«h  Asylums  only  for  three  months  up  to  ll* 
end  of  the  year  1897,  and  then  shifted  tlie 
burden  to  the  Irish  Taxation  Acconnt.  What 
right  had  the  Treasury  to  receive  and  retain 
twelve  months'  income,  while  defraying  onlf 
three  raontlu*  liabilities  t " 

That  is  the  statement  of  the  manner  in 
which  we  have  been  treated  in  regard  to 
the  AgricultiU"al  Grant  to  which  we  were 
entitled  according  to  the  statement  of  tbe 
right  hon.  Gentleman  on  tbe  opposite 
boich.  Asa  private  Member  I  ootud  not, 
of  course,  introduce  any  Bill  which  would 
mean  a  draft  on  the  Consolidated  Fund, 
but  I  have  mentioned  the  Irish  Church 
surplus.  In  the  Queen's  Speech  you  were 
striving  to  give  that  fund  to  the  landlords, 
most  of  whom  are  absentees  from  Ireland, 
and  are  a  worthless  class  who  are  no  use 
to  you  now  that  you  are  in  a  difficulty.  I 
contend  that  it  is  far  better  that  this 
money,  if  it  is  to  be  given  in  relief  of 
rates,  should  be  given  in  the  Irish  towns 
and  on  farm  buildings.  I  tjjunk  them  n 
a  wide  difference  to  be  drawn  upon  tb» 

?uestion  of  buildings  and  their  rating  in 
reland  and  England.  England  is  » 
manufacturing  country,  while  Ireland  is 
an  agricultural  country,  and  the  little 
towns  live  on  the  i^ricultural  industry, 
and  when  it  is  depressed,  they  are  ijie- 
pressed.  It  is  not  so  in  England,  where 
you  depend  on  manufacturing  industries. 
Therefore,  buildinga  in  IreUnd  shonM  not 
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be  treated  on  the  some  lines  and  principleB 
which  are  applied  to  them  in  England  and 

Scotland.  If.  this  money  is  voted,  it 
should  be  voted  in  relief  of  the 
buildings  on  farms  and  in  relief  of 
the  rates  in  the  towns  in  Ireland. 
I  am  sure  you  could  not  give  the  money 
from  the  Imperial  Treasury  to  a  better 
purpose  than  that  of  enabling  public 
bodies  in  Ireland  to  apply  it  to  matters 
dealing  with  the  health  of  the  people, 
sanitation^  waterworks,  and  the  building 
of  better  houses  for  the  artisans.  You 
could  not  vote  money  for  a  better  pur- 
pose than  that  of  enablii^  these  public 
bodies  to  go  on  with  this  work  of  im- 
proving the  towns  of  Ireland.  The  next 
clause  is  one  by  which  we  propose  that 
the  rates  of  any  hereditament  under  £4 
valuation,  if  two  thirds  of  the  county 
council  or  urban  council  decree  it,  shtul 
be  levied  on  the  landlord,  as  was  the  case 
in  the  past.  There  is  nothing  very  novel 
in  this  proposal.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
the  Member  for  North  Belfast  introduced 
a  clause  in  the  Local  Government  Bill  by 
which  he  applied  this  very  provision  to 
coimty  boroughs,  and  it  is  now  the 
law,  and  we  simply  ask  that  the 
powers  of  that  clause  shall  be  extended 
from  the  boroughs  in  Ireland  to  the 
county  councils  and  urban  councils,  be- 
cause most  of  the  poverty  exists  in  the 
small  villages  in  Ireland.  I  have  seen 
since  the  change  came  into  operation 
that  the  rating  authorities  have  had  to 
go  to  the  houses  of  the  very  poorest 
people  and  claim  rates  which  are  in 
many  cases  equal  to  the  entire  earnings 
ofthefamilyforasingle  week,  and  many  of 
them  have  had  to  go  without  food  on  that 
account.  We  cannot  levy  rates  on  poor 
washerwomen,  and  people  living  in 
wretched  hovels.  The  result  is  that 
such  rates  have  to  be  levied  on 
the  solvent  ratepayers.  Consequently 
the  owners  of  this  slum  property 
— and  there  is  no  property  pays 
so  well,  for  they  make  more  profit  out  of 
slum  property  than  decent  houses — 
escaped  their  rates  and  put  them  on  to 
the  other  ratepayers.  This  proposal  is 
already  the  law  in  some  parts  of  Ireland, 
and  that  law  should  be  clearly  and  equit- 
ably extended  to  the  whole  country.  We 
put  on  a  check  that  this  power  can  only 
be  exercised  by  a  two-thirds  majority. 
There  is  also  in  the  Bill  a  minor  proposal 
dealing  with  the  urban  districts  which 
become  urban  authorities.    If  a  town  in 


Ireland  propoees  to  become  an  urban 
sanitary  authority,  only  one-fourth  of  the 
rates  fall  on  the  lands  and  the  other 
three-fourths  fall  on  the  occupier.  That 
is  a  small  question,  but  jt  has  prevented 
thofcC  people  in  Ireland  becoming  urban 
authorities,    and    I    think    it  should 
be    the    policy   to    encourage  urban 
authorities  that  are   inclined  towards 
progress     and     improvement.  Then 
we  have  another  clause,  which  states 
that  the  contributory  areas  fen-  special 
sanitary    charges  shall  be  determined 
;  by   the  distnct   council.     At  present 
'  these  are  only  fixed  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Local  Government  Board.  When 
special  sanitary  work  was  done  for  a 
special  district,  the  old  rule  was  that  the 
expense  should  be  charged  to  the  area 
which  derives  the  benefit  of  it.  The 
Local  Grovei-nment  Board  does  not  care 
about  doubling  salaries,  but  if  a  parish 
pump  has  to  be  provided  that  Board  steps 
in  and  says  that  in  the  interests  of 
econon^  they  cannot  sanction  it — that 
it  would  complicate  the  book-keeping,  and 
cause  more  expense.    The  result  is  that 
they  put  an  embargo  and  a  block  on  all 
sanitary  improvement.     When  the  Local 
Government  Board  talk  of  economy  it 
reminds  me  of  Mark  Twain's  sajang,  "  It 
would  almost  make  a  castriron  dog  laugh." 
And  now  as  to  the  exclusion  of  clergy- 
men from  our  local  boards :  the  clause 
proposed  in  this  Bill  is  copied  from  the 
English  County  Council  Act  of  1888. 
We  say  that  the  present  law  excluding 
the  clergy — who,  i^ter  all,  in  Ireland  are 
in  a  great  majority  priests — is  a  slur  upon 
them.    It  is  a  re-enacting  of  the  old  penal 
laws ;  it  is  monstrous,  and  1  shall  always 
protest  against  it.    The  next  clause  deals 
with   the  question   of  the  magistrates 
in  Ireland.    It  is  copied  nearly  word 
for  word  from  the  English  Act,  and 
we    claim    the    equality    of  Ireland 
with    England.     We    say    that  the 
magistrates    in    Ireland   appointed  by 
the  votes  of  the  people  should  be  as 
independent  as  tlie  magistrates  elected 
by  the  votes  of  thepeo^e  in  England.  If 
a  magistrate  commits  himself,  or  is  guilty 
of  some  act  of  indiscretion,  we  say,  let 
him  be  tried  as  a  magistrate  in  England 
is  tried,  in  open  court,  but  do  not  let  him 
be  tried  in  secret  by  the  Lord  Chancellor 
of  Ireland.    The  next  question  we  have 
to  deal  with  is  the  use  of  courtrhouses, 
schoolrooms,  and  other  buildings,  the  ex- 
pense of  which  is  provided  for  out  of  the 
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rates.  Hub  clause  iscoiHed  from  the  Scotch 
Act.  In  Scotlimd  you  can  hold  meetings 
in  any  room  built  out  of  the  public  rates. 
There  is  no  restriction  as  to  class  or 
political  opinion.  .  I  have  myself  addressed 
an  Irish  Nationalist  meeting  in  a 
public  building  in  Scotland,  got 
under  this  clause  by  Irish  Nationalists 
residing  there,  but  if  I  gc  over  to 
Ireland  I  am  prevented  from  doing  so. 
Now,  I  say  in  a  matter  like  that  we  should 
have  equality  of  treatment,  and  that  the 
Irish  should  not  have  this  badge  of  in- 
feriority put  on  them.  The  question  of  the 
use  of  court  houses  in  Ireland  has  become 
acute  during  the  last  few  months,  and  I 
am  aware  that  a  great  deal  of  the  trouble 
about  it  was  stirred  up  by  a  secret  cir- 
cular issued  to  the  sheriffs  by  Dublin 
Castle.  It  was  all  because  the  green  flag 
had  been  hoisted  above  a  court-house,  and 
the  circular  commanded  the  sherifTs  to  in- 
terfere. In  the  county  I  represent  I  heard 
the  sheriff — who  is  a  gentleman,  who 
has  lived  in  England  a  considerable  time, 
and  for  that  reason  has,  perhaps,  more 
common-sense — say  : 

"  Yoa  may  han^  the^^reen  flag  from  everj'pane 
of  glaiM  in  the  building  m  far  an  I  am  concerned, 
but  I  have  been  directed  by  Datilin  Castle,  and 
I  mnst  obey  my  inBtruoUons,  to  prevent  yon 
decorating  the  conrt-hoose,  if  you  call  it  a 
decoration,  with  the  green  flag." 

If  I  ask  for  the  use  of  a  court-house  for 
the  purpose  of  political  meetings  it  is 
looked  upon  as  a  blasphemy,  whereas  in 
Scotland  you  are  allowed  to  hold  such 
meetings  in  court-houses,  schoolrooms, 
or  any  public  building  erected  out  of  the 
rates.  When  you  draw  this  hard  and 
fast  line  how  does  it  work  out  in  Ireland  ? 
In  the  principal  cities  and  large  towns, 
where  politics  are  supposed  to  be  worked 
up  to  fever  heat,  you  have  town-halls, 
built  out  of  the  public  rates,  where  meet- 
ings can  be  .held,  either  national  or  Tory, 
and  all  kinds  of  politics  talked ;  but  in  the 
little  country  towns,  where  the  court-house 
is  the  only  building  large  enough  for 
any  public  meeting,  and  where  life  is 
sad  and  dull  enough,  Dublin  Castle  steps 
in,  prevents  a  meeting  being  held,  and 
the  court-house  remains  empty  as  if  it 
were  sacrosanct.  I  say  that  it  is  a 
monstrous  thing.  I  know  that  a 
creamery  society,  promoted  by  the  right 
hon.  Gentleman  the  Vice-President  of  the 
new  Board  of  Agriculture  in  Ireland,  was 
actually  put  out  of  a  court-house.  In 
my  own  union  we  have  allowed  the  meet- 

Mr.  TvUy, 


ings  of  his  creamery  society  in  oar 
Bmrd  room,  and  I  suppose  the  Local 
Government  Board  will  come  down 
upon  us  and  turn  them  out.  We  are  com- 
pelled under  the  law  passed  in  1898 
to  hold  quarterly  meetings  of  the 
district  council,  at  which  the  puHic 
have  a  right  by  statute  to  admissiML 
At  these  meetings  the  road  conttacton 
are  appointed,  and  hundreds  have  to 
attend  with  their  sureties.  When  ia 
Strokeatown,  in  my  county,  the  district 
council  went  to  discharge  this  pablie 
duty,  they  found  the  door  of  the  court 
house  barred  and  bolted  against  thetn,  and 
all  because  they  did  not  issue  a  placard 
summoning  the  meeting,  stating  that  it 
was  held  by  permission  of  the  sheriff. 
The  district  councUs  replace  the  old 
presentment  sessions,  which  always  held 
their  meetings  in  the  court  house,  bat 
because  the  councils  are  elected  by  the 
votes  of  the  people,  and  because  thdr 
members  are  drawn  from  a  different  class 
to  the  old  presentment  sessions,  they 
cannot  hold  their  meetings  unt^  tfaey 
put  on  their  placards  the  badge  of 
inferiority,  "  We  meet  by  permissitHi  (rf 
the  sheriff."  We  find  that  rooms  in 
these  court-houses  are  used,  and  have 
been  used  for  years,  for  the  meetings  of 
the  local  Freemason  lodges  and  as  rent 
ofiices,  and  recently  the  Sligo  court-house 
was  used  for  the  sheriff's  family  haU.  1 
shall  very  briefly  refer  to  the  remain- 
ing proposals  of  the  Bill.  One 
of  them  deals  with  the  question 
of  the  width  of  roads.  In  the  old 
days  the  grand  juries  made  all  the  roads 
for  the  convenience  of  the  districts  in 
which  they  themselves  lived,  and  the 
more  populous  districts — the  mountains, 
bogs  and  swamps  into  which  the  poor 
were  driven — were  left  without  suflBcient 
road  accommodation.  The  people  were 
compelled  to  pay  for  the  l)eautiful  roads 
leading  to  the  deserted  houses  of  land- 
lords, while  they  themselves  had  no  roads 
leading  to  their  villages.  The  meaXetx 
amount  of  inconvenience  is  caused  by  this 
want  of  roads.  Corpses  have  to  be 
carried  over  ditches  and  fields,  and  clergy- 
men and  doctors  have  to  travel  through 
fields  to  many  houses.  According  to  the 
Act  new  roads  must  be  sixteen  feet  wide, 
and  we  ask  power  to  make  roads  in  the 
poorer  districts  twelve  feet  wide.  It  is 
in  the  interests  of  economy,  as  four 
feet  makes  a  great  difference  in 
the    amount    of   land    required.  In 
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Dev,onshire  and  also  in  France  there 
are  narrow  lanes,  and  all  we  ask  is  that 
instead  of  an  arbitrary  rule  being  fixed  it 
should  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
county  councils  to  make  roads  of  any 
any  width  not  less  than  twelve  feet.  Of 
course  in  such  roads  stopping  places  can 
be  provided,  as  in  Devonshire,  to  allow 
carts  to  pass,  and  no  objection  to  the  pro- 
posal can  be  taken  on  that  ^;roundL 
Another  proposal  in  the  Bill  provides  for 
direct  labour.  In  some  counties  this  pro- 
posal has  not  been  served  by  the  indis- 
creet advocacy  of  some  new  found  friends 
of  labour  drawn  from  the  camp  of  hon. 
Gentlemen  opposite.  We  think  that  it  is 
an  important  question  if  we  are  to  have 
good  roads  in  Ireland.  In  England  and 
Scotland  the  local  bodies  can  employ 
labour  direct  to  make  or  repair  roads, 
and  we  claim  the  same  right  in 
Ireland.  The  grand  juries  were  tied  up 
by  the  contract  s^tem.  It  was  probably 
one  of  the  necessities  of  the  case,  because 
they  only  met  twice  a  year.  But  the  new 
bodies  meet  more  often — the  district 
councils  meet  nearly  every  week — and 
there  would  be  perfect  supervision  and  no 
abuse  if  labour  were  directly  employed. 
When  the  new  bodies  were  elected  the 
contractors,  who  had  systematically 
neglected  the  roads  under  the  grand 
juries,  imagined  they  had  nothing  more 
to  do  except  to  incur  the  inconvenience  of 
coming  to  the  meetings  of  the  councils 
for  their  cheques.  We  could  not  find  our 
way  to  agree  to  that  arrangement,  and 
we  were  not  going  to  put  up  with 
high  rates  and  bad  roads.  We  put 
down  our  foot,  and  the  contractors 
howled  when  we  insisted  that  there  should 
be  good  roads.  Under  one  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  Act  I  was,  fortunately,  able 
to  secure  five  miles  uf  road  for  direct 
labour.  The  ratepayers  thought  we  were 
going  to  rob  them,  but  the  result  was 
that  we  had  better  roads  than  we  ever 
had  before.  The  contractors  became 
frightened,  they  believed  the  labourers 
would  compete  against  them  for  the 
roads,  and  contractors  who  had  never 
swept  the  roads  before  are  now  buy- 
ing brushes.  I  think,  therefore,  that 
the  new  bodies  in  Ireland  ought  to 
have  the  power  to  employ  direct  labour. 
Another  clause  in  the  Bill  deals  with 
provisional  orders.  It  may  seem  a  con- 
tradiction that  the  first  part  of  the  Bill 
provides  that  the  powers  of  the  Local 
Oovemment  Board  should  be  curtailed, 


whereas  the  last  clause  proposes  that 
provisional  orders  made  by  them  should 
not  require  the  sanction  of  Parliament. 
It  is,  however,  a  very  real  hardship,  and 
we  ask  that  when  a  Provisional  Order  is 
made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  it 
ought  to  be  accepted.  In  one  town  I 
know  we  are  promoting  a  scheme  for  the 
better  housing  of  artisans.  In  that  town 
a  penny  in  the  £>  produces  only  £18,  and 
\  because  of  some  difficultly  in  Chancery, 
although  there  is  no  opposition  we  must 

■  get  compulsory  powers  and  come  to  Par- 
I  liament  to  have  the  Provisional  Order  of 

the  Local  Government  Board  confirmed, 
t  I  say  we  should  get  some  modification  of 
I  the  law  in  that  respect.    Another  pro- 
vision in  the  Bill  proposes  the  total  aboli- 
tion of  claims  for  malicious  injuries. 
1  Such  claims  have  always  been  a  fraud 
\  and  a  sham,    and   no   similar  power 
exists  in  England    or  Scotland.  We 
!  claim  equality  in  the  matter.  Wh^ 
cannot  property  be  insured,  as  in  this 
!  country,  against  injuries  which  are  only 
I  too  often  inflicted  in  the  interests  of  the 
I  owners  ?    I  must  apologise  for  ha^■ing 

■  taken  up  so  much  of  toe  time  of  the 
I  House.  As  I  said  at  the  beginning,  this 
1  is  a  very  complex  question,  and  one  full 
I  of  grave  and  serious  difficulties,  especially 

when  we  are  compelled  to  bring  it  for- 
ward by  way  of  Bill.  But  owing  to  the 
I  new  rules  of  Supply  wt  have  been  de- 
I  prived  of  the  opportunity  of  debating 
the  action  of  the  Local  Gk)vernment 
Board  in  connection  with  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  new  Act,  and  accordingly 
the  Board  has  escaped  the  criticism 
it  should  receive  from  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  in  Parliament. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  can  appeal  to 
hon.  Gentlemen  opposite  to  give  this  Bill 
favourable  consideration.  Perhaps  if  the 
right  hon.  Gentleman,  whose  absence  we 
all  deplore,  had  been  present  and  had 
been  able  to  listen  to  the  case  we  submit 
he  would  consider  it,  and  perhaps  embody 
some  of  the  reforms  we  ask  for  in  the  law 
of  the  land.  Notice  of  opposition  to  the 
Second  Beading  has  been  put  down  by  an 
hon.  Gentleman  opposite,  who,  as  far  as  I 
know,  has  never  been  in  Ireland  in  his 
life.  Because  we  ask  for  equality  in  the 
law  as  between  England  and  Ireland  the 
hon.  Gentleman,  who  knows  little  or 
nothing  about  Irish  affairs,  blocks  our  Bill, 
and  I  suppose  the  big  battalions  of  the 
Government  will  fling  it  out  later  on.  I 
heard  one  of  the  military  Members  oppo- 
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site  say,  yesterday,  what  he  would  not 
give  for  100,000  Irishmen  in  the  present 
crisis  of  E^lish  affairs.  To  begin  with, 
will  he  ^ve  us  this  Bill,  which  nurts  no 
Imperial  interest,  and  is  a  mere  fragment 
of  the  rights  we  are  entitled  to  ?  Very  pro- 
Itahly  that  hon.  and  gallant  Gentleman  will 
be  found  in  the  lobby  against  us  this  even- 
ing, and  as  long  as  our  reasonable  demands 
are  treated  in  this  way  you  need  not  ex- 
pect us  to  take  that  sympathetic  interest 
in  your  troubles  that  you  now  appear  to 
require  from  us, 

Mr.  DALY  (Monaghan,  S.) :  My  task 
in  seconding  the  motion  will  be  veiy  easy, 
considering  the  brilliant  maimer  in  which 
my  hon.  friend  has  treated  this  question 
and  the  number  of  details  into  which  he 
has  gone.  I  think  the  experience  of 
every  Irish  Member  in  this  House  is  that 
very  seldom  does  a  measure  affecting 
Ireland  pass  into  law  which  is  perfect, 
iind  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring 
to  repair  some  of  the  cracks  and  flaws, 
and  to  supply  omissions  in  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1898  that  my  hon. 
friend  has  drafted  the  little  Bill,  the  First 
Reading  of  which  he  has  just  moved. 
After  twelve  mouths'  working  of  this 
Act  we  have  discovered  in  it  defects 
which  it  is  necessaiy  to  remedy,  and,  in 
view  of  the  admirable  manner  iu  which 
the  county  and  districts  councils  have 
discharged  their  duties  under  it,  I  do 
hope  we  shall  obtain  from  the  Attorney 
General' for  Ireland  some  assurance  that 
the  Govei'nment  are  prepared  to  give 
favourable  consideration  to  our  proposals. 
It  must  be  admitted  that,  after  all,  when 
the  Bill  passed  into  law  it  was  not  much 
more  than  a  mere  s^leton.  It  took 
the  I^ocal  Government  Board  a  long  time 
to  fill  up  the  crevices  and  to  put  some 
clothing  upon  it.  That  clothing  is  still 
ill-fitting.  To  show  how  little  regard  was 
paid  to  the  Bill  when  it  was  passing 
through  this  House  I  may  point  out  that 
one  of  its  provisions  was  that  the  urban 
council  elections  shoidd  take  place  on 
Sunday,  the  15th  January,  and  this,  not 
unnaturally,  caused  a  groat  deal  of  un- 
easiness uuong  the  people  of  Ireland,  who 
were  shocked  at  the  idea  that  ^e  sanctity 
of  the  Sabbath  was  thus  to  be  desecrated. 
I  admit  that  the  error  was  remedied,  and 
that  the  elections  were  held  on  a  Monday. 
But  that  does  not  do  away  with  the  fact 
that  there  were  a  great  many  heart- 
burnings on  the  point  among  the  Irish 

Mr.  TvUy. 


people.  Seeing  that  this  Act  embodies 
the  Grand  Jury,  the  Poor  Law  Relief, 
and  many  other  Acts,  it  is  not  to  be  won- 
dered at  that  there  are  defects  to  be  found 
in  it,  and  I  believe  that  if  the  Govern- 
ment were  to  accept  the  measure  of  my 
hon.  friend  it  would  rectify  many  of  those 
defects,  and  ensure  much  more  smooth 
working  in  the  future.  I  think  the  sug- 
gestion of  my  hon.  friend  the  Member  for 
South  Leitrim,  to  establish  a  Board  <rf 
Control,  is  a  very  happy  one.  At  the 
present  moment  there  is  no  siich  board. 
The  whole  of  the  work  falls  ou  Uie  Local 
Government  Board,  and,  from  my  ex- 
perience of  more  thw  twenty  years 
in  connection  with  boards  oi^  guar- 
dians and  other  local  bodies,  I 
must  say  that  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  unsympathetic  and  unrepresenta- 
tive of  the  feelings  of  the  Irish  people. 
It  is  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
secure  some  representation  of  the  people 
that  this  provision  has  been  introduced 
into  the  Bill,  I  do  not  see  how  a  Board 
of  Control  could  do  the  least  harm.  It 
would  be  representative  of  the  four  great 
provinces  of  Ireland,  as  well  as  of  the 
cities  and  boroughs,  and  inasmuch  as  the 
Local  Government  Bofud  would  have  two 
members  upon  it,  I  cannot  see  where  any 
injury  is  to  come  in  from  the  acceptance 
of  the  provision.  I  believe,  on  the  con- 
trary, it  would  give  the  Irish  people 
confidence  in  the  working  of  the  Act,  wid 
at  the  same  time  it  would  relieve  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  of  some  of 
his  too  numerous  duties.  We  all  regrei 
that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  is  not  here 
to-day ;  we  regret,  too,  the  cause  of  his 
absence.  We  all  hope  that  he  will  be 
back  before  l(H)g.  But  we  cannot  be  sur- 
prised at  his  being  laid  up,  considering 
the  arduous  work  he  is  called  upon  to 
perform.  He  is  suffering  from  what  we 
may  call  a  sweating  system.  He  has  to 
appear  in  so  many  different  capacities 
that  it  is  surprising  he  should  ever  be  able 
to  fulfil  all  his  duties.  Whether  rightly 
wrongly,  theidea  has  grown  up  in  theminds 
of  the  Irish  people  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  is  being  worked  in  such  a  way 
!  as  to  discredit  them.  There  is  no  hanger- 
i  on  of  the  Local  Government  Board  who 
is  not  flouting  the  voices  of  the  r^ves^ 
tatives  of  the  people.  They  dictate  terms 
to  those  representatives,  and,  in  fact,  so 
great  has  been  the  increase  in  salaries 
through  the  intervention  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  that  the  Act  will  be  of 
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very  little  use  to  the  people  for  a  great 
many  years  to  come.  My  hon.  friend  has 
cited  a  number  of  instances  in  which  the 
Ijocal  Grovernment  Board  have  interfered 
Hiid  increased  salaries,  and  have  flouted 
the  views  of  the  representatives  of  the 
people  on  the  local  boards  of  Ireland.  It 
is  unnecessary  for  me,  therefore,  to  bring 
furward  any  further  cases  to  prove  the 
unrebutable  case  which  my  hon.  friend 
has  placed  before  you.  I  will,  however, 
refer  to  one.  The  Gastleblaney  Board  of 
Gixardians  quite  recently  was  called  upon 
to  appoint  a  clerk  to  the  union,  and  they 
fixed  a  salai'y  which  they  deemed  adequate 
for  the  performance  of  the  duties.  But 
the  Local  Government  Board  for  three 
months  i-efused  to  sanction  that  salary, 
although  during  the  whole  of  the  interval 
the  guardians  ^'ere  plagued  with  appli- 
cants for  the  post  at  the  salary  they 
had  Hxed.  Why  should  guardians,  who 
kiiow  the  wants  of  a  district,  and 
exactly  what  the  duties  of  an  officer 
are,  be  thus  interfered  with  by  the 
Local  Government  Board  ?  Then  there  is 
the  case  of  the  dispensary  doctors'  holi- 
days. An  order — -I  say  nothing  as  to 
whether  it  is  right  or  wrong — has  been 
issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board 
upon  this  subject,  and  I  would  ask  why 
should  boards  of  guardians  be  coerced  in 
this  matter  1  Our  workhouses  have  been 
built  for  at  least  fifty  years,  and  it  is  an 
extraordinary  thing  that  it  is  only  when 
the  landlords  are  reUered  of  the  duty  of 
paying  half  the  poor  rates  that  the  hocaX 
Government  Board  come  forward  and 
compel  boards  of  guardians  to  give  holi- 
days to  the  doctors.  I  put  a  question  to 
the  Chief  Secretary  on  this  subject  the 
other  day,  and  asked  whether  the  board 
of  guardians  had  been  consulted  in  the 
matter.  The  answer  was  in  the  negative. 
When  later  on  I  asked  if  it  were  not  a 
fact  that  the  giving  of  these  holidays 
involved  an  expenditure  of  from  ^15,000 
to  £20,000,  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  did 
not  deny  it,  but  he  pointed  out  that  it 
only  represented  about  half  a  farthing  in 
the  pound  of  the  ratepayers'  money.  But 
surely  the  fact  of  the  cost  being  so  small 
does  not  justify  the  refusal  to  recoup 
boards  of  guardians  for  an  outlay  as  to 
the.  necessity  for  which  they  were  never 
consulted.  If  a  doctor  falls  sick  he  is 
entitled  to  have  a  substitute  appointed  in 
addition. 


•The  SECBETAEY  to  the  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT  BOARD  (Mr.  T.  W. 
Russell,  Tyrone,  S.) :  Why  not  ? 

Mr.  DALY  :  I  am  not  disputing  that. 
But  I  am  contending  that  this  is  a  matter 
which  ought  to  be  left  in  the  hands  of 
\  boards  c^  guardians.    AVhy  did  not  th& 
I  hon.  Member  for  South  Tyrone  advocate 
'  this  change  before  the  landlords  escaped* 
paying  half  the  poor  rates  ? 

•Mb.  T.  W.  RUSSELL:  The  hon. 
Member  is  speaking  in  ignorance  of  the 
facts.  For  years  before  I  occupied  a  seat, 
on  this  front  bench  I  brought  in  a  Bill 
for  the  better  treatment  of  dispensary 
doctors  in  Ireland,  and  it  would  have' 
been  passed  but  for  the  opposition  of  a 
few  of  the  hon.  Members  opposite. 

Mr.  DALY :  It  is  extraordinary  how- 
the  opposition  of  Membras  on  this  side- 
of  the  House  prevailed  when  Uie  land- 
lords were  in  power.  The  moment  they 
got  out  of  power  our  opposition  becomes 
of  no  eflFect.  The  hon.  Member  talks- 
about  my  ignorance  of  the  facts,  but  it 
seems  to  me  that  he  thought  it  a  good- 
thing  to  go  before  the  country  and  say, 
"I  am  in  favour  of  holidays  for  the 
doctors,  and  I  will  bring  in  a  Bill  to- 
secure  them,  knowing  as  I  do  that  so 
long  as  the  landlords  are  in  power  it  can 
be  brushed  aside  by  the  opposition  of  a 
few  Nationalist  Membera,  but  the  moment 
the  Local  Government  Act  is  passed  the 
Irish  Members  need  not  be  consulted,  and 
the  thing  can  be  done."  Why,  I  again 
ask,  did  not  the  hon.  Gentleman  do  it- 
before  the  landlords  were  relieved  of  the 
payment,  of  half  the  poor  rates  %  I  believe 
that  if  he  had  been  as  zealous  in  push- 
ing this  matter  forward  before  the  Local 
Government  Act  was  passed  as  he  now 
is,  the  result  would  have  been  that  we 
should  have  got  a  much  larger  grant 
from  the  Groremment. 

*Mr.  T.  W.  RUSSELL  :  All  the  BiUs  I 
introduced  were  before  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act  was  passed,  when  the  landlords 
paid  half  the  poor  rate,  and  I  repeat,, 
though  the  majority  of  the  Irish  Members 
were  in  favour  of  them,  a  few  Membera 
opposite  successfully  opposed  them. 

Mr.  DALY :  I  hope  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man has  improved  his  opinion  by  the  ex- 
planation.  At  the  same  time  I  am  un- 
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convinced.  I  accept  the  explanation  for 
what  it  is  worth,  and  put  the  cloak  of 
sincerity  over  it  in  charity.  He  did  hia 
best  under  the  circumstances.  Since  the 
passage  of  the  Local  Government  Act  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  issued 
orders  for  making  workhouses  into  a  sort 
of  high-class  hotel.  This  has  only  been 
done  since  the  rates  fell  upon  tenants  and 
occupiers,  and  the  landlords  consequently 
eseape.  The  Local  Government  Board 
know  so  little  about  the  country  districts 
that  they  tar  them  idl  with  the  same 
brush.  They  do  not  know  which  treat 
the  poor  well  and  which  do  not,  so  they 
issue  the  same  hard  and  fast  rule  to  the 
whole  of  the  boards  of  guardians.  I  say  the 
board  of  guardians  of  which  I  am  a  mem- 
ber has  not  been  well  treated,  and  that  the 
benefits  received  from  the  Agricultural 
Grant  will  be  scarcely  noticed  in  that  dis- 
trict. The  average  cost  on  the  rates  is 
Is.  Id.  in  the  £,  and  after  receiving  the 
Agricultural  Gh^nt  the  increases  we  had  to 
make  one  way  and  the  other  very  neariy 
absorbed  it.  Then  as  to  the  clemi  of  the 
unions  in  Ireland  who  had  to  keep  the 
union  rating,  all  that  has  now  been  trans- 
ferred to  the  county  council,  but  the 
Local  Government  Board  says  the  salaries 
of  those  gentlemen  are  not  to  be  less  than 
before,  though  they  perform  less  duties. 
In  some  instances  there  have  been  in- 
creases of  salary.  The  hon.  Gentleman 
need  not  shake  his  head. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  I  do  not  question 
the  hon.  Gentleman's  statement,  but  I 
deny  that  any  salary  has  been  increased 
whilst  the  duty  has  been  decreased. 

Me.  DALY :  I  will  now  pass  on  to  a 
grievance  much  felt  in  Ireland,  namely, 
clergymen  not  being  allowed  to  be 
members  of  boards  of  guardians.  In  a 
great  many  districts  they  are  the  largest 
ratepayers,  and  it  is  shocking  that  the 
largest  ratepayer  and  generally  the  '  best 
educated  man  in  the  district  should  be 
said  to  be  not  qualified  to  act  on  the 
board  of  guardians  or  the  district 
«ouncil,  when  those  who  cannot  write 
their  own  names  are  qualified.  I  would 
rather  havu  a  clergyman  on  the  council 
than  his  nominee,  for  there  may  be  some 
reason  in  arguing  with  him,  but  if  any 
man  is  brought  in  as  his  nominee  he  will 
not  budge  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch,  what- 
ever reason  you  bring  to  bear.  This  is 
my  opinion  after  twelve  months  experi- 

Mt.  Dalf. 


ence  of  the  work  of  the  Local  Govo-mnent 
Act.    There  is  one  other  matter  I  would 

like  to  refer  to,  and  that  is  that  the  rate- 
payers of  Ireland  who  pay  the  salary  c«i- 
not  appoint  the  court-house  porter.  Is  it 
any  wonder  that  we  are  not  satisfied,  and 
have  grave  suspicion  of  the  laws  which 
are  made  for  us  in  this  House  1  This  fiill 
may  amend  some  of  the  errors  of  the 
Local  Government  Act ;  it  is  a  very  useful 
Bill,  and  it  would  smooth  away  many 
difficulties  in  the  working  of  the  Local 
Gk>vemnient  Act. 

Motion  made  and  Question  proposed — 
"  That  the  Bill  be  now  read  a  second 

time."— (ilfr.  TuU^.) 

Mr.  ARCHDALE  (Fermanagh,  X.j 
said  he  did  not  propose  to  offer  many 
remarks  upon  the  proposed  Bill.  When 
the  Local  Government  Bill  was  brought 
in  last  year,  against  the  wishes  of  the 
majority  of  the  Unionist  Members,  they 
determined  to  ^ve  it  the  most  loyal  sup- 
port, and  smce  it  had  passed  into  Law  they 
had  done  their  utmost  to  facilitate  the 
working  of  the  Act  in  every  possible  way. 
While  there  were  some  clauses  of  the  new 
Bill  which  were  most  useful,  he  could  not 
disguise  his  opposition  to  the  principle  of 
the  measure,  more  particularly  to  the 
suggested  Board  of  Control.  The  Board 
of  Control  would  do  away  with  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  while  he  ad- 
mitted that  the  latter  body  was  not 
under  sufficient  control,  he  could  see  no 
advantage  in  having  a  Local  Governmeitt 
Board  in  Ireland  if  there  was  to  be  a  Board 
of  Control  to  override  its  declsiona.  In 
moving  the  Second  Reading  of  the  Bill 
the  hon.  Member  asserted  that  the  Bill 
introduced  the  same  system  of  control  as 
the  Agricultural  Act  passed  last  session. 
It  was  not  the  same  system.  The  Agri- 
cultural Board  was  an  advisorv  Board ; 
the  Board  of  Control  under  the  Bill  would 
be  a  supreme  Board.  He  thought  it  was  a 
Ipmt  pity  that  politics  were  so  largdy 
introduced  in  the  county  councils, 
and  that  there  seemed  to  be  no 
prospect  of  meeting  in  a  central 
association  of  the  county  councils  iii 
Dublin  to  assist  the  Lo«d  Government 
Board  without  the  political  elemen  t 
presenting  itself.  He  thought  the 
Local  Government  Board  interfered  to  a 
considerable  extent  more  than  they  should, 
but  in  a  great  many  cases  with  a  good  deal 
of  reason.   One  of  the  cases  mentioned 
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was  that  of  the  Sisters  .of  Mercy  in  the 
unions.  Nobody  appreciated  the  good 
qualities  of  the  Sisters  of  Mercy  and  nuns 
more  than  he  did,  but  he  believed  that 
the  ntins  acting  as  nurses  in  the  different 
unions  were  not  allowed,  according  to  the 
niles  of  the  order,  to  act  at  night.  At 
that  time,  therefore,  paupers  were  left  to 
the  mercy  of  some  idiotic  old  pauper  who 
knew  nothing  about  nursing,  and  that,  be 
it  notedf  at  the  very  time  they  most 
required  attention.  He  did  not  think 
that  was  the  proper  state  of  affairs. 
Nurses  should  be  available  both  nieht 
and  day,  to  do  all  the  good  they 
could  for  the  poor  of  their  respec- 
tive neighbourhoods,  receiving  fair 
pay  and  fair  treatment.  He  could 
not  help  thinking  that  dispensary 
doctors  in  Ireland  got  the  very 
worst  of  treatment.  He  believefl  that 
his  .Unionist  colleagues  were  most 
anxious  to  give  them  good  treatment  and 
good  pay.  He  knew  that  many  hon. 
iVIembers  on  the  other  side  were  also 
most  anidpus  to  see  them  fairly  treated, 
but  unfortunately  many  of  the. district 
councillors  did  not  seem  to  have  the  know- 
ledge and  understanding  of  the  subject 
of  the  old  guardians,  and  in  their  en- 
deavours to  save  the  rates  treated  the 
doctors  as  if  they  were  not  worth  their 
proper  pay.  As  to  the  proposed  repeal 
of  the  fifth  section  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  he  thought  that  to  put  England 
on  a  par  with  Ireland  in  the  matter  of 
malicious  injuries  was  to  lead  the  House 
to  a  false  impression  as  to  what  would 
happen  in  the  country.  It  was  no  good 
to  put  England  on  a  parallel  with  Ireland, 
for  everybixly  knew  that  the  same  things 
did  not  happen  there.  Many  of  them 
followed  the  meetings  of  the  United  Irish 
League  in  the  same  way  that  they  used 
to  follow  the  meetings  of  the  Irish 
National  League.  He  had  not  so  much 
objection  to  the  rating  of  the  owner 
instead  of  the  occupier  in  the  case  of 
small  tenements  undOT  ^£4.  Many  of 
these  men  were  very  poor,  and  the 
collection  gave  the  rate  collector  an 
immense  amount  of  trouble.  As  to 
Clause  10,  he  bad  not  the  least 
objection  to  a  clergyman  or  priest,  or 
minister  of  any  denomination,  being  a 
councillor,  but  he  must  say  that  he  did 
not  think  it  was  proper  work  for  them. 
He  thought  a  minister  of  religion  had 
much  better  attend  to  his  own  work,  and 
from  what  he  knewof  clergymen,  he  did  not 


think  they  were  particularly  anxious  to  do- 
Uie  work.  Hesawno objection toCIauseI2, 
entitling  the  county  coundU  to  the  use  of 
the  court  house.  As  to  the  direct  labour 
clause  (Clause  15),  his  experience  was 
that  labour  for  the  councils  was  entirely- 
contrary  to  cheapness  and  also  to  good 
roads.  As  a  county  councillor  and 
district  councillor  he  did  not  think  the 
proposed  Board  of  Control  would  add  ta 
economy,  to  good  work,  or  to  any- 
I  thing  condudre  to  the  good  of  Ireland, 
\  and  for  that  reason  he  was  totally  opposed 
J  to  the  Amendment  Act  which  the  hon. 
Member  had  broi^ht  forward. 

Ma  JORDAN  (Fermanagh,   S.) :  I 
rise  to  support  this  Bill.    The  arbitrary 
action  of  that  irresponsible  Board  in. 
Dublin,  the  Local  Government  Board, 
compels  us  to  seek  redress  in  this  House. 
The  Local  Government  Board  in  Dublin 
is  an  abrogation  of  fortuitous  atoms 
responsible  to  no  one.    It  acts  on  its 
I  own  initiative;  it  rules  at  its  own  sweet 
<  will ;  it  has  no  responsibility ;  it  is 
\  accountable  to  no  one ;  it  is  perfectly 
\  absolute  and  despotic  in  Ireland ;  vhra^eas 
!  in  England  the  Local  Government  is  a 
I  State  department,  and  is  managed  and 
I  represented  in  this  House  by  a  Cabinet 
j  Minister  and  an   Under  Secretary  of 
I  State,  whose  sole  business  is  to  attend  to 
'  that  department,  and  who  are  account- 
I  able  to  this  House  for  its  right  adminis- 
I  tration.    But  with  us,  local  government 
I  is  not  a  department  of  State,  and  we  have 
I  no  Parliamentary  representative  respon- 
:  sible.   For  although  the  Chief  Secretary 
;  for  Ireland  is  said  to  be  the  head  of  the 
I  Irish  Local  Government  Board,  he  does 
I  not  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  us  as 
'  the  right  hon.  the  President  and  the 
j  Member  for  South  Tyrone  stand  to  the 
I  English  Local  Government  Board.  The 
I  Chief  Secretary  has  too  much  to  do,  he  is 
I  President  of  too  many  Boards  in  Ireland, 
I  and    it    is    impossible   that    he  in 
I  Ireland  could  attend,  as  your  Minister 
'  in  England  does,  to  any  one  d^tart- 
I  ment,  and  it  would  be  unfair  to  ask  nim. 
We  are  thus  left  at  the  mercy  of  a  coterie 
of  officials  in  the  Custom  House,  and  at 
the  whim  of  every  secretary  and  clerk  in 
the  offices  of  the  Local  Government 
Board  to  interpret  Acts  as  he  thinks  fit 
and  to  issue  mandates  to  local  bodies, 
irrespective  of  their  applicability,  con- 
venience, or  einnnse.    To  such  an  extent 
have  the  Local  Government  Board  per- 
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:3iated  and  insisted 
being  obeyed  by 

•county  councils  and  board  of  guardians, 
that  it  has  become  a  public  scandal ;  and 
there  is  little  but  friction  and  irritation 
between  them  and  public  boards.  I  have 
no  doubt  their  orders  are  often  illegal, 
but  they  know  it  is  hard  for  small  boards 
to  fight  a  public  department.  And  then 
if  they  have  not  law  they  make  it  in  a 
handy  manner  by  an  order  in  council  or  a 
rule.  And  the  most  extraordinary  part 
of  the  case  is  that  all  their  instructions 
are  in  the  direction  of  additional  labour 
to  local  officials  and  additional  expense, 
and  that  to  such  an  extent  that  I  consider 
die  whole  of  the  Agricultural  Grrant  will 
soon  be  absorbed  in  salsnes  of  new  men, 
in  additional  salaries  to  old  hands,  in 
pensions  and  expenses  of  printing, 
.  and  of  various  other  kinds,  until 
the  farmers  won't  derive  a  penny- 
worth of  benefit  from  the  grant. 
They  won't  assist  local  authorities  to 
reduce  expenditure  or  even  to  conduct 
busing  at  moderate  expenditure.  Kvery- 
)thing  is  made  as  expensive  as  possible. 
You  cannot  resist  the  impression  that 
the  Local  G^overmnent  Board  intends  to 
penalise  Irish  ratepayers,  that  the  liocal 
■Government  Act  may  become  so  distaste- 
ful to  them  that  they  will  seek  to  get 
back  to  the  old  grand  jury  system  to  rid 
themselves  of  this  expensive  luxury — 
more  particularly  since  the  landlord  goes 
scot  free.  If  this  be  true — and  it  is  true-r 
ia  it  any  wonder  we  claim  some  court  of 
appeal,  some  responsible  tribunal,  against 
thearbitrary  decisions  of  the  Local  Govern-  i 
ment  Board  t  Having  so  arraigned  this  j 
Board,  I  think  it  is  only  just  to  prove 
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on  their  commands  '  they  took  him  .at  the  estimate  of  the 
urban,  district  and  |  grand  jury,  who  were  his  friends,  sixl 
knew  his  worth.    We  took  him 


OD  at 

I  their  estimate  and  a  little  more,  for  the 
'  finance  committee  fixed  his  salary  u 
!  £310  a  year.  This  recommendation 
I  came  before  the  county  council,  and 
they  unanimously  adopted  the  com- 
mittee's report.  He  appealed  to  the 
Local  Government  Board,  and  what 
was  the  result?  The  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  without  consulting  u& 
without  asking  our  reasons  for  our 
decision,  without  taiy  consideration 
whatever,  in  the  most  arbiasEy  ami 
despotic  manner  wrote  us  that  th^— 
they,  mark  you — had  fixed  his  salary  at 
£500  a  year,  or  J&190  of  an  advance. 
announcement  fell  on  the  council  like  a 
lyddite  shell,  and  several  Tory  member- 
said,  "  There  is  no  use  in  us  sitting  here  a?; 
registering  machines  of  the  Local  Grovem- 
ment  Board  in  Dublin.  We  had  better 
retire  and  let  them  do  the  business  them- 
selves." I  say  it  was  an  insult  to  over- 
ride our  decision  in  such  a  way,  and  no 
man  will  sit  on  county  councils  and  he 
dealt  with  in  such  a  drastic  and  despotic 
manner  as  that.  Again,  we  had  voted 
him  £60  as  expenses  for  bringing  liie 
Act  into  operation,  and  on  his  appeal 
without  any  reference  to  us  whatever, 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  the  sanu.' 
arbitrary  manner  wrote  to  say  they  had 
fixed  the  sum  at  £100,  or  £-40  more  fur 
this  small  transaction.  We  knew  the 
merits  of  the  case ;  they  knew  noth- 
ing about  them,  only  on  the  ff 
parte  statement  of  the  secr^ary. 
The  next  thing  we  hear  is  titat  Inspector 
Saunderson  came  down  to  see  a  certain 


my  case.   I  shall  not  deal  in  generalities.  I  number  of  books  which  have  to  be 


1  will  cite  their  action  in  the  county  of 
Fermanfu;h — the  county  I  represent,  both 
here  ana  on  the  local  boards.  I  will 
first  state  the  action  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  regard  to  the  Fermanagh 
'County  Council,  and  in  reference  to  the 
salary  and  emoluments  of  the  secretary 
of  the  council.  An  off-scion  of  one  of  the 
respectable  houses  of  the  county  was 
appointed  some  years  ago  to  be  secretary 
of  the  grand  jury  at  a  net  salaiy  £306 
a  year.  The  pUce  was  a  sinecure  :  a 
clerk  ran  the  concern  for  fees  while 
the  secretary  walked  about  smoking 
■  cigars  —  he  smokes  cigarettes  now. 
The  council  did  not  wish  to  dismiss  him. 
They  knew  he  would  do  little.  They  ap- 
pointed three  clerks  to  do  the  work ; 

Mr.  Jordan. 


inspected  every  week.  When  we  ^ 
pointed  the  three  clei^  these  books  were 
brought  to  the  table,  and  we  were  tokl 
that  the  three  clerks  were  necessary  to 
check  these  books  weekly.  When  the 
inspector  came  down  to  make  his  inspect 
tion  the  secretary  told  him — privately,  of 
course — that  he  could  not  do  all  this  work 
weekly,  and  it  was  too  much  fur  him  and 
the  three  derks,  and  they  could  not  do  iL 
After  that  wb  had  a  recommendation  from 
the  Local  Grovemment  Board,  through  the 
inspector,  that  we  should  appoint  anotho^ 
clerk  in  addition  to  the  other  three,  to 
assist  the  secretary  to  do  the  work,  for 
which  we  had  already  appointed  three 
clerks.  I  think  it  is  perfectly  pre- 
posterous that  we  should  be  treateii  in 
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this  manner  by  the  Local  Groreniment , 
Board.    I  must  say  that  the  county  i 
council  of  Fermanagh  are  most  anxious  to  { 
administer  the  anairs  of    the  county ; 
honestly,  fairly,  and  justly  to  all  parties  ! 
concerned.    It  is  a  Unionist  council,  and  I 
not    one  of    those    tag-rag-and-bobtail ; 
Nationalist  councils.    The  Earl  of  Erne  is  , 
the  chairman,  and  he  is  a  most  respect- , 
able  chairman.    And  yet  this  is  the  way 
the  liocal  Grovemment  Board  treats  the 
Unionist  council  for  Fermanagh.    I  think 
the  least  the  Local  Government  Board , 
might  have  done  was  to  consult  us  before 
deciding  to  make  these  increases.  So 
indignant  was  the  county  council  that ' 
ihey  at  once  passed  the  following  resolu-  \ 
tion,  which  I  will  read  to  the  House. 
His  Lordship  was  in  the  chair,  and  the 
resolution  is  as  follows — 

We  berelty  protedtin  the  stronyeHt  ponsihle  ' 
inanneT  a^^aioxt  what  tins  tiounnl  ounsiilerx 
the  most  high-hamletl  actioi)  of  ttie  Lucal 
t^vemiiient  Boanl  in  fixinu  tlie  aalary  of  tlw 
secretAry  of  the  council  at  i'500 — i  £190 
over  wliat  thin  o«iu)cil,  after  due  deliberation, 
thou((ht  wat«  4uit«  »utticient,  and  at  granting 
hiiu  £40  over  our  decision  for  brin^^in};  the 
Loral  GoTernment  Act  into  operation,  and 
tliat  we  hereliy  refoM  to  accept  their  decivon 
on  the  matter,  and  resolve  by  every  ineanii  at , 
imr  dutpcMal  to  re>ist  it." 

What  must  have  been  the  indignation  of 
that  Unionist  council,  \vith  Lord  Erne 
in  the  chair,  when  they  passed  such  a 
resohition  unanimously,  without  a  dis- 
senting voice  1  I  say  that  when  such  a 
resolntion  can  be  passed  unanimously  by 
the  county  council  of  Fermanagh  the 
action  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
stands  condemned.  I  see  the  Under 
Secretary  for  the  English  Local  Go\*em- 
ment  Bmrd  in  his  place,  and  I  ask  him 
what  would  he  have  done  under  such 
circumstances  ?  My  opinion  is  that  the 
President  and  the  Under  Secretary  himself 
would  have  written  to  the  local  authority 
asking  them  their  reasons  for  their  action, 
anrl  they  would  probably  have  sent  an 
inspector  down  to  investigate  the  matter. 
All  we  want  is  that,  if  thera  should  happen 
to  i:e  a  difference  of  opinion  between  us 
and  the  officers  of  the  Lonal  Government  , 
Board,  we  should  be  heard  on  the ' 
other  side.  If  we  are  heard  fairly  on  the 
other  side  then  we  might  arrive  at  a  con- 
clunion  by  compromise  satisfactory  to  all 
parties.  But  for  the  Local  Government 
Board  in  Dublin  to  sit  upon  us  in  this 
way  is  more  than  honourable  and  respec- 
table men  can  bear,  and  we  won't  bear  it. 


The  Fermana^  County  Council  will  carry 
out  that  resolution,  and  they  will  refuse  to 
pay  these  sums  when  the  bill  is  sent  in. 

We  had  a  case  not  long  ago  in  connection 
with  the  poor  law  guardians.  Dr.  Clark, 
one  of  the  dispensers,  had  charge  of  si.\ 
divisions,  and  his  salary  was  £120  a  year. 
In  re-arranging  the  districts  one  of  these 
divisions  was  taken  away  from  him,  and 
the  Local  Gtovernment  Board  wrote  down 
to  the  board  of  guardians,  asking  them 
to  consider  this  questiui,  and  a  full  board 
met  to  discuss  the  matter.  After  due 
deliberation  the  boanl  decided  to  reduce 
Dr.  Clark's  salary  by  one-sixth,  leav- 
ing the  other  five  divisions  at  £20 
each.  It  was  also  decided  at  the 
same  meeting  to  give  him  five 
years'  compensation  for  the  loss  of  the 
sixth  division,  and  that  was  in  accordance 
with  the  Board's  view  of  the  Act.  They 
decided  to  pay  him  £100  compensation, 
but  the  Local  Government  Board  in  a 
few  days  changed  their  mind,  and  after 
asking  us  to  consider  the  question,  which 
we  did  to  the  best  of  our  ability  and 
favourably  to  the  doctor,  the  Local 
Government  Roaid  changed  their  mind, 
and  said,  "  This  >won't  do  at  all,  and  you 
have  not  got  the  right  theory."  They 
then  increased  the  salary  to  £108,  and  I 
consider  that  such  action  is  only  mockinj; 
us,  and  is  not  fair.  Then  there  was  the 
case  of  the  clerk  to  the  union.  The 
Attorney  General  has  stated  that  there 
was  no  case  in  which  an  increase  of  salary 
had  been  made  to  the  clerk  of  the  unioii 
where  the  work  was  reduced.  But  the 
clerk  to  our  board  has  had  his  work 
reduced,  and  yet  we  pa}'  him  the  same 
salary.  The  other  day  £60  a  year  wan 
fixed  as  his  salary  as  secretary  to  the 
niral  district  council.  That  is  the  way 
the  money  is  voted.  Our  clerk  is  a  most 
efficient  clerk,  and  vre  had  got  a  set  of 
very  expensive  books  sent  down,  and  we 
asked  the  Local  (iovernment  Board  to 
allow  us  to  work  our  books  as  Iwfore. 
But,  regai-dless  altogether  of  expense^  the 
Local  Government  Board  said  we  mustt 
throw  our  Ixioks  away  and  have  a  new 
set,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  work  of  the 
auditor,  and  they  compelled  us  to  get  a 
new  set  of  books.  The  result  was  that 
to  keep  this  difficult  set  of  books 
we  were  compelled  to  add  £75  a  year  to 
the  clerk's  salary.  That  is  the  way  the 
money  is  going  in  the  county  of  Fer- 
managh, where  we  seem  to  have  no 
control  whatever  over  the  expenditure. 
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We  are  told  that  this  is  popular  local 
county  government,  but  it  is  anything 
but  popular.  We  are  elected,  but  we  are 
made  simply  the  machines  to  carry  out 
the  whims  and  fads  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board.  You  talk  about  a  despotic 
oligarchy  in  the  Transvaal.  That  may 
be  so,  but  there  is  no  more  despotic 
oligarchy  on  the  face  of  the  earth  to-day, 
than  the  half-dozen  irresponsible  gentle- 
men on  this  committee  called  the  Local 
Government  Board,  and  are  we  to  get  no 
redress  1  Are  we  to  be  always  the  foot- 
ball of  the  Local  Government  Board  1 
Are  we  to  have  no  control  and  no  court 
of  appeal  1  I  greatly  regret  that  the 
Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland  ia  not  in  his 
place,  and  1  am  always  suspicious  when 
I  see  the  Attorney  General  here.  I 
have  a  moat  profound  respect  for  him  as 
a  lawyer,  but  he  is  icy,  and  if  you  want 
anything  of  the  warmth  of  reform  you 
will  not  get  it  from  him.  He  can  point 
out  to  you  the  difference  between 
tweedledee  and  tweedledum  splendidly, 
but  you  get  nothing  from  him,  and 
I  say  this  with  the  most  profound 
respect.  We  might  get  something 
from  the  Chief  Secretarv  for  Ireland, 
because  he  once  said  himself  that  he  would 
like  to  be  in  power  to  see  how  this  scheme 
would  work  in  Ireland,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  that  he  desires  to  see  the  Act  work 
well.  If  the  Chief  Secretary  were  here 
now  and  had  these  things  pointed*  out>  to 
him,  he  might  as  a  statesmen— not  as  a 
lawyer — ^give  some  consideration  to  what 
we  are  saying,  because  we  are  pointing  out 
facts  and  not  mere  theory.  In  con- 
clusion T  say  that,  we  ought  to  have 
some  elected  body,  some  board  of  control 
by  which  we  should  have  an  appeal 
against  the  decisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  so  that  the  side  of  the  county 
councils  and  district  councils  should  be 
heard,  and  in  order  that  we  should  get 
some  consideration. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON  {Yorkshire, 
W.R.,  Thirsk) :  My  hon.  friend,  in  his 
eloquent  speech,  has  found  fault  with  my 
moving  the  rejection  of  this  Bill,  because 
I  am  not  the  representative  of  an  Irish 
constituency.  It  is  rather  a  novel 
argument  to  urge  that  English  Members 
arc  not  to  take  an  interest  in  Irish  Bills.  I 
think  it  would  be  well  if  not  only 
Unionist  Members  from  England,  but  also 
the  Liberal  Members  from  England,  were 
present  upon  the  occasion  of  the  dis- 

Mr.  Jordan. 


cussion  of  such  Bills  as  this.  I  desire 
that  Ireland  should  be  governed,  as  Car  as 
possible*  in  accordance  with  Irish 
ideas,  but  this  measure  goes  consideraldy 
beyond  that  limit.  It  is  necessanr 
to  make  a  careful  study  of  all  the  pro- 
posals made  by  Irish  Members,  and  these 
Bills  are  valuable  because  they  throw  a 
curious  light  upon  the  sort  of  legislation 
which  Irish  Members  would  be  likely  to 
put  forward  if  they  had  an  Irish  Parlia- 
ment. They  also  have  some  interest  of 
a  literary  character,  and  I  will  give  pre- 
sently some  illustrations.  Irish  measures 
have  all  one  great  fault  in  practical  legis- 
lation, and  that  is  that  they  attempt  to 
do  too'  much.  The  ardent  spirits  and 
eloquent  minds  of  hon.  Gentlemen  op- 
posite often  exceed  the  limits  of  possible 
legislation  allowed  by  the  rules  of  this 
House  to  private  Members.  This  Bill 
bristles  with  principles  every  one  of 
which  is  suitable  for  a  full-dress  Secoral 
Reading  debate.  If  I  may  say  so,  the 
main  principle  of  the  Bill  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  Board  of  Control.  But  there 
are  in  this  Bill  other  principles  as  loosely 
strung  together  as  are  the  beads  on  a 
necklace  of  sham  pearls.  The  principle 
of  this  measure  is  that  this  House  was 
altogether  wrong  in  the  year  1 898,  when 
it  passed  the  Irish  Local  Government 
Act.  That  is  the  second  principle  under- 
lying this  Bill.  But  I  will  explain  to  the 
House  what  happened  in  that  year.  A 
great  many  of  the  clauses  contained  in  tim 
Bill  were  proposed  as  amendments  to  the 
Local  Government  Act.  A  consideraUe 
discussion  took  place  on  the  subject  raised 
by  Clause  8.  Clause  10  deals  with  the 
question  whether  clergymen  in  holy  orders 
should  be  eligible  as  members  of  councils 
and  poor  law  boards.  But  this  question 
has  also  been  debated,  not  long  ago. 
in  this  House,  and  defeated  by  1 27  votes 
to  88.  I  am  not  speaking  now  of  the 
merits  of  these  propc»als.  Now,  it  took 
almost  all  the  power  of  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary ard  nearly  all  the  time  of  the  whole 
session  to  pass  that  measure  through  Parlia- 
ment two  years  ago,  and  the  hon.  Mem- 
ber opposite  now  picks  out  all  the  coDtxo- 
versial  points  raised  in  the  discussion  of 
that  Act,  and  puts  them  all  into  a  private 
Member's  Bill,  which  he  asks  us  to  pass  in 
the  time — or  his  share  of  the  time — -at  the 
disposal  of  private  Members.  I  will  come 
back  to  the  fundamental  principle  of  thu^ 
Bill,  and  that  is  the  Board  of  CoatroL 
This  Board  of  Control  is  a  very  intereat- 
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ing  body,  fonned  for  the  purpose  of 
assisting  the  Local  Government  ^)ard  in 
canring  out  the  Local  Gtovemment  (Ire- 
land) Act,  1898.  The  House  is  well  aware 
of  the  terrible  confusion  caused  in  the 
East  India  Company  by  the  Board 
of  Contn^  and  I  should  have  thought 
that  the  words  "Board  of  Control" 
would  have  been  avoided  in  this  Bill. 
Clause  2  says  that— 

"  The  Board  of  CoDtrol  shall  consist  of  the 
following  members — (a)  Four  persons  to  be 
appointeci  by  the  chairmen  of  the  thirty-three 
MHUDcUa  in  the  prescribed  manner ;  (6)  one 
jMurwHi  to  be  appointed  by  the  mayors  of  the  ' 
■dx  county  boroughs  ;  (c)  two  niemoers  of  the  | 
Local  GovemmeQt  Board."  I 

That  is  to  say,  this  body  is  to  form ' 
machinery  for  forming  itself— an  tm- ' 
created  K>dy  is  to  create  machinery  for 
its  own  creation.    What  is  this  body  to 
do  7    Clause  3  says — 

"  The  Board  of  Control  ahalll  meet  at  least  i 
four  times  a  year  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
matters  of  poblio  interest  in  connection  with  i 
any  purposes  of  this  Act  or  the  loincipat  * 
Act.**^  ' 

Well,  if  the  power    of  this  Board  ia 
limited  to  debating,  that  is  a  wide  sub- 
ject for  a  limited  debating  society.  Its 
real    object  is  to  weaken  the  Locid  i 
Government  Board,  because  only  two ! 
members  of  that  Board  are  to  be  allowed  : 
to  be  upon  it,  and  five  out  of  the  seven 
controllers  are  to  be  appointed  by  the 
bodies  to  be  controlled.    But  to  get  at  the 
real  power  to  be  conferred  on  this  Board 
of  Control  we  must  go  to  Clause  4 — 

"  When,  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  any 
orders  are  made  by  the  Local  Government 
Board  affecting  any  county  or  district  council, 
or  poor  law  board,  any  such  council  or  board 
may,  within  the  preecribed  time,  and  in  the 
preseribed  manner,  appeal  therehx>m  to  the 
Board  U  Control ;  and  the  Board  of  Control 
shall  at  the  hearing  of  such  appeal  have  power, 
after  hearing  the  parUea,  in  su^  manner  as 
ihey  think  nt,  to  confirm,  annul,  or  vary  any 
«ncn  order." 

That  is  to  say,  this  Board  of  Con- 
trol shall  have  power  to  review  the 
<lecisions  of  the  Local  (Government 
Board.  We  have  heard  much  of  the 
conduct  of  the  Irish  Local  Oovernment 
Bourd  in  connection  with  certain  local 
govemmmt  bodies  in  Ireland.  I  cannot 
go  into  these  domestie  aquabbles;  but 
neariy  all  the  things  complained  of  in 
ib\B  debate,  neariy  all  the  powers  exer- 
cised by  the  Local  Government  Board  in 
Ireland  can,  under  the  law  of  England, 

VOL.  LXXVUL  [FouKTH  Sbrub.] 


be  exercised  by  the  English  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  with  regara  to  local  authori- 
ties here.  We  know  that  the  English 
Local  Government  Board  has  produced 
uniformi^  and  efficiency  in  local  govern- 
ment. The  yoke  which  the  greatest  and 
oldest  municipalities  in  England  bear 
willingly  and  contentedly  the  new-bom 
Irish  authorities  call  out  against  as  the 
gravest  tyranny.  Would  a  change  be  for 
the  better  t  The  Irish  Local  Government 
Board  have  accumulated  great  experience, 
and  have  a  staff  of  inspectors  who  are 
paid.  The  members  of  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol are  not  to  be  paid,  and  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  Act  for  paying  them. 
And  how  are  these  gentlemen  to  obtain  a 
knowledge  of  every  single  part  of  Ireland, 
seeing  that  they  would  start  with  no  ex- 

gjrience,  and  would  have  no  inspectors  1 
ut  not  only  is  this  Board  of  Control  to 
hawk  at  the  Local  Government  Board, 
but  to  put  themselves  above  and  come 
down  upon  Her  Majesty's  judges ;  for  in 
Clause  5  it  is  said  that — 

"Where  the  demand  of  a  sum  by  any  county 
or  district  council,  or  by  the  treasurer  of  suon 
council,  or  other  officer  of  the  county,  in  behalf 
of  the  council,  is  ordered  by  a  ja<l"e  of  assizes, 
under  the  Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act, 
1898,  or  any  other  Act,  the  county  or  district 
council  concerned  may  appeal  for  such  order  to 
the  Board  of  Ccmtrol,  and  the  Board  of  Con- 
trol shall  have  power,  after  hearing  the  partial^ 
if  they  think  nt,  to  confirm,  annul,  or  vary 
such  order." 

That  is  to  say,  Her  Majesty's  judges  of 
assize  should  bow  before  the  Board  of 
Control,  and  may  be  over-ruled  by  it. 

Mr.  TULLY:  I  think  I  expkined 
that  that  was  only  as  to  charges  for  extra 
police. 

Mr.  grant  LAWSON:  Unfortu- 
nately, the  hon.  Grentleman  draws  his 
clause  very  much  too  wide,  for  it  includes 
any  pa3nxient  ordered  by  a  judge  of  assize. 
I  do  not  suppose  that  ever  in  modem 
history  was  such  an  attempt  to  interfere 
with  the  bench,  except  wnen  President 
Kruger  wanted  the  judges  of  the  High 
Court  of  the  Transvaal  to  make  their 
judgments  conformable  to  the  wishes  of 
the  Kaad.  Why  all  this  unnecessary 
phraseol<^  1  V/ny  not  abolish  the  Local 
Government  Board  altogether  1  Why 
not  relieve  the  judges  of  tlis  part  of  their 
duty  1  Why  not  relieve  the  county 
councils  of  the  payment  of  their  debts  1 
That  would  be  economy,  and  reduce  the 
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sum  chargeable  against  Ireland  in  the 
balance  sheet.  I  pass  over  a  good  many 
clauses  in  the  Bill — although  some  may 
regard  them  with  suspicion  and  as  capable 
of  being  turned  into  weapons  of 
oppression  in  capable  hands  —  and 
come  to  Clause  11,  which  deals  with 
making  the  chairmen  of  the  county  coun- 
cils ex  officio  justices  of  the  peace.  The 
second  sub-section  of  that  clause  is  really 
legislation  by  reference.  We  have  heard 
of  removable  magistrates  in  Ireland,  but 
these  magistrates  are  by  this  clause  to  be 
made  irremovable,  even  for  bad  conduct, 
which  I  should  think  is  a  monstrous  pro- 
posal. One  other  point  I  should  like  to 
refer  to,  namely,  the  question  of  roads. 
The  hon.  Gentleman  who  moved  the 
Second  Reading  spoke  of  the  narrow  roads 
in  Devonshire.  I  know  something  about 
these  roads,  and  how  it  is  impossible  for 
two  caiTiages  going  in  the  opposite 
directions  to  pass.  In  a  very  interesting 
work  on  Chma,  Mrs.  Bishop  mentions 
that  the  roads  there  are  so  narrow  that 
two  coolies  cannot  pass  one  another.  The 
Chinese  are  a  peaceful  and  deferential 
race,  and  when  one  coolie  carrying  a 
weight  meets  another,  if  the  other 
believes  him  to  be  superior,  he  steps  into 
the  mud  to  let  the  superior  pass.  What 
are  you  to  do  in  the  case  of  a  twelve-foot 
road,  which  Clause  1 4  provides  for  ? 
An  Irish  car  averages  in  width  of 
frame  from  six  to  eight  feet  from  board 
to  board,  so  that  two  cars  meeting  on 
these  narrow  roads  could  not  pass.  I 
maintain  that  a  twelve-foot  road  is  too 
narrow.  Again,  the  principal  Act  says 
that  there  shall  be  an  unimpeded  foot- 
way, but  thifl  Bill  provides  that  the^  shall 
be  no  longer  so  ummpeded.  Section  19 
says  that — 

"  No  Provisional  Order  made  by  the  Local 
Government  Board  after  Ist  January,  1901, 
shall  require  to  bo  confirmed  by  Parliament." 

That  is  an  attempt  to  avoid  the  control 
of  Parliament  over  local  authorities  in 
Ireland,  and  to  pass  a  Home  Rule  Bill  in 
half  a  sitting.  I  hope  that  other  speakers 
may  expose  some  otiier  of  its  absurdities, 
and  it  remains  for  me  to  propose  that  it 
be  read  this  day  six  months. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON  (Hack- 
ney, S.) :  I  find  no  fault  myself  with  many 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Bill,  and  I  think 
that,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  Wednesday 
afternoon  could  not  be  better  employed 
than    in  hearing   hon.   Members  for 

Mr.  Orant  Lawson, 


Ireland  stating  their  objections  to  the 
working  of  the  new  system  of  local 
government  in  Ireland.  I  take  it  that 
the  main  principle  of  the  Bfll  is  the 
creation  of  the  Board  of  Control,  which, 
it  is  said,  is  for  the  purpose  of  assisting 
the  Local  Government  Board  in  carrying 
out  the  provisions  of  the  Local  Govern- 
ment (Ireland)  Act  of  1898.  I  think 
there  is  a  certain  amount  of  humour  in 
proposing  to  appoint  a  Board  of  Control 
to  assist  the  Local  Government  Board, 
which  the  Bill  practically  proposes  to 
abolish.  [HON.  MeuBBRS:  No,  no!] 
Whatever  may  be  the  wording  of  the 
Bill,  that  is  the  clear  meaning  and  inten 
tion  of  every  section  of  it.  The  chief 
complaint  against  the  Local  Government 
Board  is  that  it  has  increased  expenditure. 
My  personal  interest  is  exactly  the  same 
as  that  of  hon.  Gentlemen  opposite ;  I 
want  the  rates  to  be  lowered.  The 

S)unds  on  which  it  is  stated  that  the 
aal  Government  Board  have  increased 
expenses  axe  only  two.  One  is  printing. 
That  is  a  small  matter,  and  is  almost 
necessary.  But  the  one  real  substantial 
objection  made  was  on  the  question  of 
salaries.  I  think  it  must  be  within  the 
recollection  of  eveirone  that  when  the 
Bill  was  before  the  Hoiwe  we  all  specially 
desired  that  the  existing  officials 
should  be  treated  fairly  and  liberally. 
One  instance  was  given  in  wh^ch  a 
salary  had  been  increased  from  X29-3  per 
annum  with  certain  fees  to  ^600.  Well, 
I  presume  that  the  fees  brought  the 
original  salary  up  to  the  £600,  ao  that  the 
expenditure  was  about  the  same  as  before. 
[Hon.  Mebibbbs  :  No  1]  It  must  havb 
been  brought  to  something  near  it  before 
that  salary  was  sanction^  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  The  whole  of  the 
increase  of  salary  will  not  fall  on  the 
county  council,  because  presumably  they 
will  get  better  terms  from  the  persons 
with  whom  they  deal  if  these  fees  are  not 
paid,  or  if  the  fees  are  paid  into  the  fniuiU 
of  the  county  council. 

Mr.  FLAVIN  (Kerry.  N.) :  The  great 
bulk  of  these  fees  were  iUegal.  and  that  is 
what  we  complained  of. 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON:  I 
hold  that  where  the  Local  Government 
Board  has  increased  the  salary  of  any 
particular  official  there  is  some  rather 
good  reason  for  it.  Then  it  has  been  said 
that  the  doctors'  salaries  had  also  been  io- 
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creased — that  a  doctor  now  got  thirteen 
months  pay  for  twelve  months  work  I 
would  put  it  chat  the  doctor  gets  twelve 
months  pay  for  eleven  months  work,  and 
I  do  not  really  thinlc  that  any  hon.  Gen- 
tleman will  object  to  his  having  a  month's 
holiday,  which  he  never  had  b^ore.  The 
chief  charge  against  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  in  substance  is,  that  they 
have  taken  this  particular  opportunity, 
when  the  landlords'  interest  in  the  rates 
is  considerably  less  than  it  was  before,  to 
make  these  various  changes.  I  think  that 
is  a  little  unfair  to  the  Local  Grovernment 
Board.  Some  of  the  changes — as,  for  in- 
stance, that  about  the  doctors'  salaries — 
should  have  been  made  before.  After  all, 
it  was  natural  that,  when  the  Local 
(jovemment  Act  of  1898  was  passed, 
a  certain  number  of  changes  would  be 
made,  and  I  Cannot  help  'thinking  that 
most  people  will  acquit  the  Local  Gfovern- 
ment  Board  of  a  sinister  intention  of 
making  local  representative  government 
unpopular  by  increasing  expenses.  Now 
there  is  Clause  6,  the  object  of  which  is 
to  make  the  assessment  of  agricultural 
land  like  that  in  England.  I  am  not  sure 
that  that  would  put  a  good  deal  of  money 
into  the  landlord'  pockets.  As  regan^ 
the  rating  of  small  occu|Ders,  when  this 
question  was  before  the  House,  I  pointed 
out  that  (.here  would  be  some  difficulty  in 
realising  the  amount,  and  I  should  not  be 
displeased  if  something  had  been  put  into 
the  Bill  to  alter  that  particular  rating. 
But  strong  reasons  have  been  given  from 
Ireland  by  the  larger  farmers — that  is, 
those  who  pay  over  j64  rent —  that  if  the 
small  occupiers  had  no  interest  whatever 
in  the  amount  paid  for  rates,  they  would 
be  exceedingly  likely  to  elect  represen- 
tatives on  the  boards  whose  action  would 
contribute  to  the  rates  going  up.  I  do 
not  think  gentlemen  who  pay  rates 
in  Ireland,  or  the  ordinary  farmers, 
would  approve  of  *that  section.  As 
to  Section  10,  allowing  persons  in 
holy  orders  to  be  elected  on  the  boards, 
I  pointed  out,  when  the  principal  Act  was 
under  discussion,  that  opinion  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  House  was  by  no 
means  unanimous  on  the  question,  and 
tiiat  there  were  many  Nationalist 
Members  strongly  opposed  to  persons 
in  holy  orders  entering  these  boards. 
Clause  11  is  intended  to  make  every 
justice  of  the  peace  appointed  under  the 
Act  irremovable.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
Irish  Act  on  that  point  as  it  now  exists 


applied  to  England.  As  I  understand 
these  justices  in  England  are  not  remov- 
able. I  should  like  to  see  them  removable. 
Another  objection  is,  that  the  chairman  is 
only  a  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  par- 
ticular custrict  in  which  he  resides.  But 
there  was  a  reason  for  that.  I  do  not 
care  about  the  proposals  for  the  use  of  the 
court-houses.  The  hon.  Member  for 
Thirsk  objected  to  the  new  roads  being 
less  than  sixteen  feet  wide,  but  there  are 
many  old  roads  that  are  not  more  than 
twelve  feet  wide,  and  I  cannot  see  that 
any  serious  difficulty  arises  therefrom. 
Jaunting  cars  do  not  go  down  these 
roads. 

Mr.  CARSON  (Dublin  University): 
Can  a  bicycle  go  down  these  roads  ? 

Mr.  HERBERT  ROBERTSON :  Oh, 
yes,  quite  easily.  There  is  seldom  a  foot- 
path on  these  roads,  but  where  there  is,  I 
admit  that  bicyclists  generally  ride  on 
the  foot-path.  By  Clause  17,  foot-paths 
may  be  blocked  altogether.  That  reminds 
me  that  at  the  time  of  my  first  connection 
with  Ireland,  twenty  years  ago,  I  saw  a 
triumphal  arch  put  up.  1  naturally 
inquired  by  whose  authority  the  arch  haa 
been  erected;  and  the  answer  was,  "  Oh, 
we  have  no  authority  in  Ireland  :  every 
man,  as  in  Israel  of  old,  does  that  which 
he  thinks  right  in  his  eyes."  I  always 
found  that  very  much  the  rule,  and  that 
it  made  Ireland  a  very  pleasant  place  to 
live  in.  One  of  the  most  important 
sections  is  Clause  16,  repealing  the  Acts 
granting  compensation  for  criminal  injury. 
Now  the  persons  who  suffer  from  criminal 
injury  are  small  farmers,  who  would  be 
ruined  if  these  Acts  were  repealed.  They- 
are  very  old  Acts,  and  only  bring  in  an  old 
Irish  law  custom  at  the  time  when  pro- 
perty was  tribal,  and  when  any  damage 
was  done,  the  whole  tribe  piud.  I  strongly 
object  to  the  repeal  of  these  Acts.  There 
are  some  points  in  the  Bill  which  I  would 
wish  embodied  in  the  law,  and  when 
they  are  brought  under  the  consideration 
of  the  Chief  Secretary  they  may  be  em- 
bodied. But  on  the  whole  I  believe  the 
Bill  as  it  'stands  is  a  most  pernicious 
measure,  and  I  hope  the  House  will  reject 
it. 

Amendment  proposed — 

"To leave  out  the  word  'now,'  and  at  the 
end  of  the  Qnestioii  to  add  the  words  '  upon 
this  day  six  months.'"— (Jtfr-  Cfrant  Lawton.) 
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Question  proposed,  "That  the  word 
*  now '  stand  part  of  the  Question." 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  rise  comparatively 

early  in  this  discussion  for  the  purpose  of 
endeavouring  to  remove  some  of  the  mis- 
apprehensions which  apparently  exist 
among  hon.  Members  opposite  both  as  to 
the  law  and  the  facts.  Before  I  approach 
that,  however,  il  must  thank  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill  for  the  kindly  expressions  he 
indulged  in  with  reference  to  my  right 
hon.  Mend  the  Chief  Secretanr.  I  regret 
as  much  as  any  hon.  Gentleman  from 
Ireland  that  my  right  hon.  friend  is  not 
here  to  support,  as  I  am  perfectly  certain 
he  would  support,  the  motion,  "  That  this 
Bill  be  read  a  second  time  this  day  six 
months."  I  had  the  honour  of  being 
associated  with  him  in  the  carriage 
through  the  House  of  Commons  of  the 
Local  Go/emment  Act,  1898.  I  know 
what  his  opinions  on  the  different  sections 
of  that  statute  are.  I  know  his  anxiety 
that  that  Act  should  be  a  success,  and  I 
am  perfectly  certain  that  be  would 
look  with  horror  and  iismay  on  a  Bill 
of  this  kind,  which,  if  carried,  would 
mean  the  ufn^ting  and  destruction 
of  that  system  on  the  establishment  of 
which  so  much  labour  was  expended,  and 
to  the  result  of  which  he  looked  with 
bright  prospects.  The  Act  of  1898  took 
a  considerable  time  in  passing  through 
this  House.  It  took,  I  think,  twenty- 
two  days  in  Committee  and  several  days 
on  Report,  and  its  different  clauses  were 
discussed  mth  ccmsiderable  acumen  and 
ability  and  at  considerable  length  by 
many  Members  from  Ireland.  Most  of  its 
important  clauses  came  into  operation  on 
the  1st  of  April  last  year,  and  some  of  its 
clauses  only  came  into  operation  about 
six  weeks  ago.  Owing  to  a  doctrine 
which  was  preached  in  Ireland,  and  to 
which,  I  think,  several  hon.  Members  were 
opposed — particularly  the  hon.  and  learned 
Member  for  Waterford,  the  hon.  and 
learned  Member  for  North  Louth,  and 
the  hon.  and  learned  Member  for  Cork — 
a  doctrine  which  was  summed>ap  as  "the 
humbug  of  toleration,"  no  representatives 
of  the  grand  juries  were  elected  on  the 
new  Boards,  with  the  result  that  the  elected 
members  are  absolutely  without  experi- 
ence. 

Mr.  swift  MacNEILL  (I>onegal,  8.)  : 
What  about  the  ex-officio  members  1 


Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  wish  the 
hon.  Gentleman  would  only  interrupt 
me  when  he  understands.  I  said  th^ 
the  elected  members  are  entirely  without 

experience  in  countyiadministrative  affain, 
and  the  proposition  is  now — aftw 
six  or  nine  months  trial,  beforr 
these  county  councils  have  struck  man 
than  one  rate,  before  their  accqpnts  have 
been  audited  for  the  first  year — to  abolish 
the  control  without  the  constant  exercise 
and  operation  of  which  the  whole  syBtem 
of  local  government  in  Ireland  would,  as 
I  shall  prove  by  examples,  have  been 
reduced  to  absolute  chaos.  The  Locsl 
Government  Board  have  interfered  in  three 
capacities  in  discharge  ot  their  statutory 
duties  :  first  as  arbitrators  between  the 
county  councils  and  the  district 
councils,  and  again  as  the  statutorr 
authority  to  whom  individuals  who 
were  aggrieved  by  the  actions  <rf 
the  county  councils  a{^)ealed.  But 
they  have  interfered  much  more  thao 
that  ;  they  have  interfered  when 
appealed  to  in  thousands  of  instances 
by  the  county  councils  themselves,  who 
from  day  to  day  were  begging  adrioe 
direction,  and  control  upon  the  uioaaandft 
of  cases  that  came  up  before  them  ;  and 
the  rule  has  been  this  :  that  in  proportion 
as  the  councils  have  asked  foradWce  and 
have  taken  advice  their  proceedings  hare 
been  satisfactory  and  their  business  has 
been  well  conducted;  and  in  proportion  ae 
they  have  neglected  to  ask  for  adWce  or 
have  refused  to  take  advice  their  businem 
has  been  unsatisfactorily  conducted. 
Now  I  shall  give  two  instances.  I  shall 
give  the  county  of  Meath — the  lieet 
managed  county  in  Ireland.  I  am  not 
now  referring  to  questions  in  which  the 
Local  Oovemment  Board  hare  a 
right  to  interfere,  but  to  questions 
of  voluntary  interiference.  The  count}' 
council  of  Meath  asked  for  advice  on 
fifteen  different  matters.  They  were  of 
this  character :  as  to  the  attendance  of 
county  officers  at  meetings  of  the  couiitv 
councils ;  as  to  the  period  which  should 
elapse  between  the  meetings  of  committees 
and  the  meetings  of  the  council ;  as  to  thr 
method  of  communication  between  thf 
county  councU  and  the  district  oouncib : 
as  to  the  mode  in  which  certain  damage 
was  to  be  dealt  with ;  as  to  how  they 
were  to  prepare  their  agenda  paper  ;  as  i" 
the  powers  of  the  county  councils  r^aid- 
ing  direct  labour,  and"  other  matters  of 
that  character,  fifteen  in  nimiber.  Thev 
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appealed  to  the  Local  Government  Board 
for  advice;  that  advice  was  given  and 
taken,  and  the  business  of  the  council  was 
conducted  properly.  That  is  absolute 
and  conclusive  proof  that  the  action  of 
the  Local  Grovernment  Board  has  not 
been  oppressive,  unjust,  offensive,  or 
tyrannical,  because  they  had  been  treated 
as  guide,  philosopher,  and  friend  by  several 
councils.  With  regard  to  the  county 
council  of  Koscommon,  in  which  the  hon. 
Member  who  moved  the  Second  Reading 
of  this  Bill  is  interested  

Mr.  TULLY:  Is  the  ri^t  hoa 
Gentleman  aware  that  I  am  in  a  small 
minority  on  that  council  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  I  am  very  sorry  to 
hear  it,  because  the  hon.  Gentleman 
showed  a  great  knowledge  of  the  working 
of  county  affairs  in  his  speech.  The 
county  of  Koscommon  would  not  act 
in  the  way  suggested  by  the  Local 
Government  Board.  They  were  told 
they  ought  to  get  a  competent  staff, 
but  they  would  not,  with  the  result 
that  everything  got  into  confusion,  and 
then  they  had  to  get  fifty  clerks  to  do 
•Avork  which  could  have  beendone  better  by 
thirty  clerks  if  they  had  t&ken  the  advice 
of  the  Local  Government  Board  when  it 
was  given.  Now  I  will  state  another 
illustration.  I  turn  to  Mayo.  Mayo  may 
be  described  as  the  Mecca  of  Natioti- 
alism.  It  had  the  advantage  of  being 
represented  in  this  House  by  an  hon. 
Member  who  is  described  as  the  "  Father 
of  the  Land  League."  It  has  now  the  ad- 
vantage of  having  as  one  of  its  inhabitants 
the  "Father  of  tne  United  Irish  League," 
who  no  doubt  exercises  a  governing  influ- 
ence and  control  over  the  deliberations  of 
the  county  council.  It  has  the  further  ad- 
vantage of  being  represented  in  this  House 
by  an  hon.  Member  who  was  for  some 
time  recognised  as,  if  not  the  actual,  at 
least  the  titular  leader  of  the  Irish  race 
at  home  and  abroad.  One  would  have 
thought  that  the  successful  management 
of  local  affairs  would  be  conspicuously 
displayed  in  Mayo.  Mayo  asked  for 
advice,  but  Mayo  did  not  take  it,  and  the 
consequence  was  that  when  its  affairs 
were  investigated  it  was  found  in  Novem- 
Iter,  1899,  after  the  council  had  been  in 
existence  from  the  Ist  of  April,  that  one 
collector  had  not  completed  his  bonds  and 
that  another  collector  had  not  collected 
anything  at  all  for  the  half  year,  and  that 


the  financial  statement  had  not  been  k^ 
up.  The  hon.  Member  for  Fermanagh  ad- 
vocated extreme  parsimony  in  connection 
with  the  staffs  of  the  county  coundls. 

Mr.  JORDAN  :  I  did  not  advocate 
extreme  parsimony.  I  only  advocated 
what  was  fair  and  just. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  We  will  see  about 
that.  The  staff  of  the  county  council  of 
Mayo  consisted  of  two  clerks,  and  the 
result  was  

Mr.  TULLY :  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  the 
Local  Gkrvemment  Board  allowed  the 
secretary  to  resign  in  the  middle  cS  the 
half  year,  thereby  disorganising  the  whole 

business  t 

*Mr.  SPEAKER  :  Order,  order  !  That 
may  be  a  very  proper  obsen'ation  to 
make  during  a  speech,  but  not  as  an 
interruption. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  The  result  was  that 
the  affairs  of  the  county  of  Mayo,  with  all 
the  advantages  I  have  mentioned,  were 
reduced  to  such  a  state  of  utter  and  abso- 
lute chaos  that  in  their  confusion  and 
distress  the  coimty  council  possessing 
all  these  qualities  for  self-government 
passed  a  resolution  on  the  30th  January 
requesting  the  Local  Government  Board 
to  send  down  a  qualified  accountant 
forthwith  to  take  over  the  accounts 
of  the  county,  and  authorising  the 
accountant  to  appoint  a  sufficient 
Staff,  and  also  authorising  the  neces- 
sary payments.  The  council  for  over 
eight  months  had  not  made  out  a  rate- 
book ;  every  part  of  the  county  business 
was  in  a  state  of  absolute  chaos,  and  in 
their  distress  they  passed  a  resolution 
begging  the  much-decried  Local  Govern- 
ment Board — who  want  to  bring  discredit 
on  county  government  in  Ireland — to 
send  down  some  officer  to  relieve  them 
from  the  misery  and  confusion  into  which 
their  own  neglect  to  take  advice  had 
brought  them.  We  have  Meath  at  one 
end,  which  asked  advice  and  took  advice^ 
and  Mayo  at  the  other  end,  which  either 
did  not  ask  for  advice  or  when  it  got  it 
did  not  take  it.  What  is  the  proposal  in 
this  Bill  ?  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  by 
the  common  experience  of  England,  Ire- 
land and  Scotland,  that  there  should  be 
some  controlling  body  to  exercise  control 
over   and  direct  the  operations  of  local 
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government.  The  Poor  Law  Acta  of 
Ireland  have  been  in  existence  since  1838  ; 
under  these  Acts  the  Local  Government 
Board  have  exercised  a  minute,  searching, 
and  continuous  control.  Of  course,  in 
endeavouring  to  bring  this  Act  into 
operation  they  had  a  stupendous  duty  to 
discharge.  They  had  thousands  of 
elections  to  conduct ;  they  hod  550  local 
bodies  to  regulate,  and  I  think  they  re- 

rilated  them  without  complaint;  and  as 
shall  presently  show,  the  Local  Govern- ; 
raent  Board  have  every  reason  to  be  most 
satisfied  with  this  debate,  because,  white 
there  was  a  strong  disposition  to  attack 
them,  and  violently  atUick  them,  all  that 
has  been  brought  home  to  them  in  this 
debate  is  that  they  interfered  in  four 
matters  with  regard  to  the  salaries  of 
wretched,  under-paid,  over-driven,  and 
harassed  medical  doctors,  who  in  many 
caaea  scarcely  received  the  remuneration  of 
a  decent  artisan,  and  who,  by  the  con- 
nivance of  farmers  and  others,  from 
whom  better  might  be  expected,  were 
obliged  to  discharge  duties  never  expected 
of  them.  Considering  all  the  duties  they 
have  had  to  perform  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  have  every  reason  to  be  proud 
of  the  result  of  this  debate,  which  has 
brought  the  charge  against  them  to  an 

IBBUe. 

Mr.  DALY :  I  do  not  wish  to  interrupt 
the  right  hon.  Gentleman,  but  no  charge 
has  been  made  against  the  medical  officers 
in  Ireland.  The  boards  of  guardians  have 
always  been  anxious  to  give  them  vaca- 
tions. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  quite  understand 
the  generosity  of  the  hon.  Gentleman ; 
he  would  be  willing  to  give  medical 
doctors  vacations  at  their  own  expense. 

Mr.  DALY :  Certainly  not. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  In  bringing 
the  Act  into  operation  the  Local 
Government  Board  not  onlj'  conducted 
these  elections,  but  thej?  wrote  72,000 
letters  of  advice  and  direction.  Their 
advice  was  given  daily  and  their 
interference  was  also  daily.  They  can 
only  act  by  sealed  order,  and  these  orders 
are  made  daily.  What  is  the  proposition 
put  forward  in  this  Bill  ?  It  is  that  these 
ordei^  should  be  reviewed  by  an  authority 
meeting  four  times  a  yeai*  I  vnW.  give  a 
few  illustrations  of  how  that  would  work. 

Mr.  Atkinson. 


The  Local  Government  Board  dismiss  an 
officer  by  sealed  order  for  drunkenness. 
What  is  to  become  of  him  during  the 
three  months  that  the  appeal  is  pending  t 
They  superannuate  an  officer  by  sealed 
order  ;  what  is  to  become  of  him  pending 
the  appeal,  because  the  tribunal  only 
meets  every  three  months  1  The  Board 
may  make  an  order  about  assisted  emigra- 
tion. What  is  to  liecome  of  the  emigrant 
until  the  tribunal  meets  1 

Mr.  SWatT  MacNEILL  :  He  should 

stay  at  home. 

Mr.  ATKINSON  :  When  pubUc  grave- 
yards are  closed  by  order  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  they  occasionally  admit 
by  sealed  order '  isolated  interments  by 
people  having  burisJ  rights.  What  is  to 
become  of  the  remains  pending  an  appeal! 
I  could  give  dozens  of  similar  illustTationft, 
and  I  was  astonished  that  the  hon.  Gentle- 
man who  introduced  this  Bill,  and  who 
seems  to  have  an  acquaintance  with  poor 
law  administration,  could  ever  have 
entertained  the  idea  that  it  was  possible 
to  construct  a  tribunal  meeting  only  once 
in  throe  months  to  review  orders  made 
daily.  If  that  were  to  be  done  the  dead 
would  remain  unburied  and  the  living 
would  starve.  Let  me  say  a  word  about 
the  character  of  this  tribunal.  As  my 
hon.*friend  has  already  pointed  out,  it 
has  an  advantage  over  all  created  thin^ 
namely,  that  wfore  its  birth  it  should 
regulate  the  conditions  under  which  it 
was  to  come  into  the  world.  It  is  to  be 
elected  according  to  rules  which  it  can  only 
make  itself  after  it  is  elected.  It  cannot 
be  elected  until  it  makes  the  ndes,  and 
it  cannot  make  the  rules  until  it  is  elected. 

Mr.  flavin  :  Were  such  things  ever 
done  by  the  g?»nd  juries  i 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Gii,ing  the  hon. 
Gentleman  every  credit  I  am  unable  to  see 
the  relevance  of  that  remark. 

Mr.  flavin  :  They  broke  every  law 
they  liked. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  I  do  not  think 
anything  ever  existed  before  under  the 
same  conditions  as  this  proposed  tribunal. 
I  heard  from  a  friend  who  had  travelled  a 
good  deal  in  the  East  that  he  once  attended 
a  Passion  Play,  and  when  he  arrived 
he  found  Adam  on  the  sUge  waiting  to  be 
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created.  What  would  this  tribunal  be  1 
There  is  no  place  mentioned  where  the 
election  is  to  be  held,  no  time  for  the 
election  is  mentioned,  ajid  if  it  were  to  be 
curied  out  all  the  county  council  of 
Ireland  would  be  found  in  procession  in 
Dublin  or  elsewhere  awaiting  its  creation. 
That  is  not  the  only  peculiarity  about  it. 
What  next  1  It  is  admitted  that  control 
over  the  local  authorities  is  absolutely 
necessary.  What  is  the  suggestion  ? 
That  a  new  body  should  be  created  by 
nomina^n  by  the  county  councils,  the 
chairmen  representing  the  councils,  and 
with  the  mayors  representing  the  county 
boroughs  lai^ly  predominating  over  the 
oiHoial  element.  That  is,  that  there  should 
be  a  committee  of  control  to  control  the 
controllers.  It  is  somewhat  as  if  boys  in 
school  formed  a  committee  to  decide 
whether  the  masters  were  right  or  wrong. 
I  do  not  think  that  such  ideas  will  gain 
general  acceptance.  Could  there  be  any- 
thing more  topy-tui-vy — more  upside 
down — than  this  board  legislating  for 
itself:  making  niies  for  itself  before  it  is 
bom,  and  controlling  it  own  controllers  1 
It  will  have  no  staff  and  no  place  of 
meeting ;  it  is,  according  to  the  Bill,  to 
sit  once  only  in  three  months^  but  it  will 
have  so  many  orders  to  deal  with  that — 
to  use  an  Irish  bull — it  can  only  cope 
with  them  by  sitting  continuously  twenty- 
four  hours  out  of  every  twelve.  Again, 
where  is  this  body  to  sit  1  It  has  no 
local  habitation ;  is  it  to  meet  in  Dublin 
or  is  it  to  be  ambulatory  % 

Mr.  TULLY  :  If  you  pass  this  Bill  we 
will  prescribe  all  these  rules  after. 

Mr.  ATKINSOX  :  It  has  no  steM,  and 
the  Bill  makes  no  suggestion  as  to  where 
it  is  to  get  money  to  carry  on  its 

businesj.  [An  Hon.  Member  :  The 
Government  is  to  provide  that.]  The 
Bill  not  only  creates  a  topsy-turvy,  upside 
down  arrangement,  but  it  proposes  to 
repeal  all  the  provisions  in  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  1898,  over  which 
there  was  the  greatest  dispute  in  this 
House — I  regret  that  I  shall  have  to  deal 
with  them  seriatim  presently — and  what 
is  the  justificatioa  the  hon.  Member  brings 
forwanl  for  reversing  everything  done 
under  the  Act  of  1898  ?  As  I  shall  be 
able  to  show,  he  wants  laws  in  Ireland 
similar  to  the  law  of  England  when  it 
suits  his  purpose ;  but  when  that  does  not 


suit  his  purpose  he  wants  the  Irish  law 
dissimilar  from  the  En^ish  laws. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  And  why 
not? 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  It  seems  to  me  it 
is  the  old  game  of  "  heads  I  win ;  tails 
you  lose."  What  is  his  justification  t  It 
is  just  that  the  Local  Government  Board 
have  been  too  liberal  in  the  sums  they 
have  awarded  to  difTerent  offices ;  then 
that  they  have  given  a  month's  vacation 
to  the  doctors  without  consulting  the 
local  authorities.  Further,  that  they  have 
insisted  on  the  employment  of  trained 
nurses,  and  finally  that  they  have  ignored 
local  opinion.  I  do  not  think  there  ia 
any  need  for  me  to  refute  the  imputation 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  are 
anxious  to  increase  the  expenses  of  local 
government  in  order  to  discredit  the 
working  of  the  county  councils.  A  more 
unfair  or  a  more  unfounded  charge — if  it 
were  made  seriously — 'has  never  been 
uttered. 

Mr.  SWIFT  MacNEILL:  It  is 
seriously  made. 

Mr.  FLYNN  (Cork,  N.)  :  And  we 
have  to  pay  the  money. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Let  us  see  what 
the  Local  Grovernment  Board  has  done. 
I  think  if  the  hon.  Member  for  South 
Fermanagh  had  taken  the  trouble  to  lodk 
at  the  Act  he  would  have  been  more  cor- 
rect in  his  observations.  Any  person 
listening  to  the  debate  and  unacquainted 
with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  would 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
Xiocal  Government  Board  fix  and  regulate 
the  salaries  of  the  county  officials.  As  a 
matter  of  fact  the  Board  have  no  power  to 
deal  with  any  but  the  existing  or  grand 
jury  officers — the  coimty  surveyor,  the 
county  secretary,  and  the  clerk  of  the  dis- 
trict council ;  and  with  regard  to  these 
the  only  duty  of  the  Board  is  to  see  that 
their  salaries  are  fixed  by  the  county 
councils  and  boards  of  guardians  in 
accordance  with  the  fees  and  emoluments 
they  previously  received  under  the  grand 
juries. 

Mr.  T.  M.  HEALY  (Louth,  N.): 
Nothing  of  the  kind  ;  it  is  quite  the  other 
way. 
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Mr.  flavin  :  Does  the  right  hon. 
Oentleman  say  that  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  do  not  fix  the  salary  of  any 
officer  who  is  not  an  existing  officer  1 

Mb.  ATKINSON:  They  only  have 
ito  deal  with  the  transferred  officers 
whom  I  have  already  mentioned,  and  to 
aee  that  their  remuneration  is  fixed  under 
the  115th  section,  subsection  18,  on  the 
principle  set  forth  in  the  English  Act  of 
1888  which  directs  that  they  shall  take 
into  consideration  all  the  emolxunpnts 
these  particular  officials  have  enjoyed. 
'I  hey  have  done  nothing  but  that,  and  I 
invite  hon.  Members  to  name  any  case  in 
which  they  have  acted  otherwise.  After 
the  power  is  only  a  temporary  one  ;  it 
ceases  immediately  the  officer  dies  or 
resigns.  The  hon.  Member  complained 
that  the  Board  had  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration the  remonstrances  of  the  local 
bodies,  and  bad  not  given  the  county 
councils  an  opportunity  to  condemn  the 
fiystem.  • 

Mr.  JORDAN;  I  did  not  say  "con- 
demn the  system  "  ;  I  said  they  bad  not 
given  us  an  opportunity  of  stating  our 
4case. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  hon.  Member 
jilso  said  that  the  fact  that  they  had  not 
had  an  opportunity  of  stating  their  case 
was  enough  to  condemn  the  system. 

Mr.  JORDAN :  And  so  it  is. 

Mb.  ATKINSON :  And  what  are  the 
facts  ?  The  Local  Government  Board  sent 
to  every  one  of  these  bodies  a  circular 
setting  forth  the  provisions  of  the  section 
and  a^ng  their  opinions.  Before  acting 
they  waited  until  the  month  of  January 
in  this  year.  The  opinions  of  these 
.bodies  were  carefully  considered,  and  all 
the  Local  Government  Board  did  was  to 
fix  the  salaries,  with  the  sole  view,  not  of 
treating  these  officials  generously,  but  of 
securing  them  fair  remuneration.  The. 
hon.  Member  for  South  Mcmaghan  com- 
pLaiaed  that  the  fees  of  many  of  the 
officials  were  increased.  He  apparently 
begrudges  the  £7  10s.  which  was  added 
to  a  certain  clerk's  salary. 

Mr.  DALY :  The  salary  was  fixed  at 
a  sum  which  the  local  body  deemed  suffi- 
cient, and  my  complaint  was  that  the 
Locad  Oovenuneot  Board  added  £7  10s. 
iioit 


Mr.  ATKINSON :  They  were  bound 
to  fix  the  salary  according  to  what  they 

considered  fair. 

Mb.  CONDON  (Tipperary,  E.) :  Then 
why  waste  time  consulting  the  local 
bodies  at  all?  [Cheers.] 

Mb.  SPEAKER:  Order,  Older:  The 
right  hon.  Gentleman  must  be  allowed  to 
continue  his  speech  without  interruption. 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  The  local  bodies 
were  consulted  because  it  was  most 
desirable  that  their  views  should  be  before 
the  Board,  and  to  have  a  tribunal  of  appeal 
merely  for  the  purpose  of  registering  the 
decrees  of  the  tribunal  appealed  from 
seems  to  be  perfectly  useless.  AVhat  are 
the  other  causes  of  complaint  which  have 
been  advanced  1  One  is  in  connectiwi 
with  the  dispensary  doctors,  and  I  may  at 
once  say  that  the  Local  Goverament  Board 
had  power  to  exercise  authority  in  the 
case  of  this  class  of  wretchedly  paid  and 
hard-worked  officials,  and  wiU  certainly  con- 
tinue to  interfere  where  they  have  reason 
to  believe  that  a  policy  dictated  by 
parsimony  and  a  heartless  want  <^ 
consideration  is  being  pursued.  The 
next  reason  given  for  superseding  the 
Local  Government  Board  was  that  they 
will  not  treat  nuns  as  trained  nurses.  The 
Board  has  only  power  to  give  remunera- 
tion to  trained  nurses,  and  though  I  have 
great  refract  and  adniinition  for  nuns  of 
all  descnptions,  I  must  point  oat  that  they 
have  not  the  skill  of  trained  and  certifi- 
cated nurses.  In  "  Felix  Holt,  the 
Radical,"  Mrs.  Holt  says  '*Bad  medicine 
is  as  good  as  good  medicine  with  a  bless- 
ing," and  hon.  Members  opposite  appear 
to  think  that  the  piety  of  these  nuna  takes 
the  place  of  skill. 

*Mr.  TULLY:  The  nuns  an  trained 
in  the  Mater  Hospital,  and  all  the  best 
hospitals  in  Dublin. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  Then  if  the  nuns 
obtain  certificates  the  Local  GoTemmant 
Board  will  not  refuse  to  pay  themu 

*Mb.  TULLY:  Their  order  wiU  not 
allow  them  to  have  certificates. 

Mb.  ATKINSON:  The  hon.  Gentleman 
is  quite  right  in  saying  that,  bat  I  repeat 
that  the  nuns  are  not  entitled  by  reason 
merely  of  their  piety  to  take  positioDs 
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involving  the  exercise  of  medical  skill. 
The  last  charge  was  a  small  point  about 
county  analysts,  and  as  to  that  I  may 
point  out  that  these  officials  ai'e  appointed 
under  the  Food  and  l>rug8  Act.  With 
that  the  Local  Government  Board  have 
no  more  to  do  than  to  see  that  the  local 
authority  appoints  a  fit  and  proper  person. 
I  am  anxious  to  defend  a  trihunal  which 
has  been  so  much  assailed,  which  has  had 
such  vast  duties  thrown  upon  it,  and 
which  has  discharged  those  duties  as  the 
friends  of  local  government  in  Ireland 
wish  them  to  be  discharged — a  tribunal 
which  has  done  its  best  to  set  the  machine  j 
going  upon  fair  lines,  and  whose  efforts,  1 1 
am  happy  to  say,  have  been  appreciated. ' 
I  find  in  the  Xationy  a  periodical  which  ' 
some  of  the  hon.  Memlwrs  opposite  will 
respect,  these  words — 

"  We  have  never  been  slow  to  criticise  the 
policy  or  methods  of  the  Local  Government 
Buanl  antl  itn  jtrincipal  measureM,  but  we  think 
we  rtliall  only  l>e  cxpressinj^  the  feeling  of  the 
majority  of  those  who  have  watched  its  pro- 
ceedii^  since  tlie  pasung  into  law  of  a  great 
meanare  of  popular  mle  when  we  say  that  its 
course  in  the  uiain  has  been  characteri»>ed  by 
courtesy,  fair  play,  and  a  jurtt  aenae  of  res^wn- 
ailnlity,  and  that  it  has  (fiscliarged  the  datie» 
entrusteil  to  it  both  well  and  wiaely." 

On  the  pjirt  of  the  Government  I  wish  to 
entirely  associate  mvself  with  that  expres- 
sion of  opinion.  1  now  pass  on  to  the 
ditforont  clauses  of  the  Bill.  By  its  pro- 
visions the  numerous  duties  which  the 
Local  Government  Board  has  to  discharge 
would  be  submitted  to  the  review  of  this 
extraordinary  tribunal,  and  in  truth  there 
is  no  principle  in  the  Bill  except  the 
principle  of  overturning  everything  that 
exists.  Clause  5  deals  with  the  question 
of  appeal,  and  would  give  this  composite 
tribunal  of  county  councillors  the  power 
of  reviewing  a  decision  even  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  law.  Clause  6  is  a  gem.  It  pro- 
poses that  half  the  rates  on  all  houses 
in  Ireland  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  Church 
surplus.  It  would  require  £450,000  per 
annum  to  pay  half  the  rates  ■  on  all  the 
houses  in  Ireland,  anfl,  even  if  there  were 
no  objection  in  principle,  how  is  the  hon. 
Member  to  extract  £450,000  a  year  out 
of  the  Church  surplus,  considering 
that  the  Church  endowment,  before 
anything  was  deducted  from  it,  did 
not  amount  to  that  1  The  hon.  Member 
is  arguing  that  the  part  is  greater 
than  the  whole.  In  England,  owing  to 
the  distressed  condition  of  agnculttu-e, 
half  the  rates  were  paid,  and  it  was  con- 

VOL.  LXXVIII.  [Fourth  Skioks.] 


tended  that  as  Irish  agriculture  was  still 
more  depressed,  there  was  an  even  stroiu^er 
claim  for  relief.  But  the  hoii.  Member 
goes  further  and  suggests  that  because  of 

the  distressed  condition  of  agriculture 
every  one  who  lives  in  a  house  should 
have  half  his  rates  paid.  Surely  that  is 
a  total  misapplication  of  the  principle  on 
which  relief  is  granted.  The  Bill  requires 
under  Sub-section  2  that  it  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  local  taxation  account.  The 
objection  to  th&t  is  that  it  is  not  in  the 
local  taxation  account,  because  the  Church 
surplus  was  never  put  there.  Sab-section  3 
provides  that  certain  modifications  of 
Sections  49  and  50  of  the  Act  shall  apply. 
The  objection  to  that  is  that  they  apply 
already.  Clause  7  is  directed  to  the 
relief  of  occupiers  from  the  payment  of 
rates.  The  hon.  Member  in  that  seems 
to  forget  the  great  broad  principle  on 
which  the  Act  of  1898  is  founded — namely, 
that  the  rate  should  be  thrown  on  the 
occupier,  in  order  that  he  who  has  the 
power  shall  bear  the  burden.  By  that 
means  we  were  able  to  get  rid  of  those 
embarrassing  checks  which  were  intro- 
duced into  earlier  Bills  dealing  with  local 
government.  Wo  said  that  if  the  lantllords 
were  to  be  relieved  financially  they  should 
also  be  deprived  of  power  to  interfere, 
and  we  provided  that  those  who  had  the 
power  should  also  bear  the  burden  of  any  ex- 
travagance in  which  they  might  indulge. 
The  suggestion  of  the  next  clause  is  to 
make  a  special  rate  to  pay  for  a  special 
purpose.  What  it  really  does  is  to  enable 
the  county  council  to  erect  works  and 
charge  them  on  a  particular  district.  If 
they  were  so  disposed  they  could  make 
water  works  for  a  particular  town,  and 
make  a  charge,  not  against  the  people 
residing  in  that  county,  but  against 
the  population  in  a  fixed  area.  Now 
with  respect  to  the  clergy  and  the 
district  councils.  I  quite  admit  that  on 
that  point  there  were  differences  of  opinion, 
and  that  there  is  a  good  deal  to  be  said 
on  both  sides,  but  I  do  insist  on  the  fact 
that  there  was  no  intention  to  offer  insult 
or  inflict  any  stinna  on  the  clergy  of  any 
denomination.  Experience  showed  that  it 
1  was  desirable  that  they  should  be 
I  excluded  from  such  local  bodies.  The 
j  next  clause  gives  power  to  the  Loi-d  Chan- 
;  cellor  to  remove  lunatics.  That  was  a  thing 
which  was  deliberately  introduced,  because 
it  was  considered  most  unwise  to  put 
these  ex-officio  magistrates  in  a  position 
oocu[Hed  by  no  other  judge  in  the  land. 
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Even  a  county  court  judge  may  l)e  re- 
moved by  a  superior  court,  and  a  judge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  may  be  removed 
by  a  Vote  6f  both  Houses. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  (Cork) :  How 
about  England  t 

.Mr.  ATKINSON :  It  is  different  in 

England. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  :  How  1 

Mr.  ATKINSON :  Of  half  a  dozen 
reasons  I  will  cite  one.  Different  county 
councils  in  Ireland  not  merely  express 
sympathy  with  the  Boers,  but  also  a 
fer^*ent  hope  that  the  massacre  of  Majuba 
may  be  repeated.  The  question  of  the 
court-house  is,  I  know,  a  vexed  ques- 
tion. Built  primarily  for  the  administra- 
tion of  justice,  they  are  put  in  charge  of 
an  officer  of  the  Crown,  who  is  bound  to 
look  after  the  Crown  property  and  to 
issue  Crown  writs,  etc.  He  seems  to  me 
to  be  the  proper  custodian,  inasmuch  as 
his  duty  is  to  make  arrangements  for  the 
admiqistration  of  justice.  Subject  to  that 
the  Act,  which  did  not  wish  to  put  the 
councils  to  the  expense  of  building  halls 
to  transact  their  business  in,  contained  a 
subsidiary  clause  by  which  they  were 
entitled  to  use  the  court-house  subject  to 
the  discretion  of  the  sheriff.  The 
district  council  had  no  right  to  use  it. 

Mr.  TULLY  :  The  district  council 
replaced  the  old  presentment  sessions. 

Mr.  ATKINSON:  And  the  sheriff 
refused  to  allow  the  green  flag  to  float 
over  the  court  house.  The  reason 
why  we  say  the  green  flag  should 
not  be  allowed  .  to  fly  there  is 
because  in  one  district  the  green 
flag  might  fly,  while  in  the  next  the 
Orange  flag  might  be  used,  and  in  the 
border  counties  both  might  be  seen,  with 
most  probably  a  riot  on  the  roof.  On 
behalf  of  the  Government,  and  with  the 
full  conscience  that  I  express  the  opinion 
of  my  right  hon.  friend  the  Chief  Secre- 
tary, I  appeal  to  the  House  to  reject 
this  Bill,  on  the  ground  that  it  is  pre- 
mature, crude,  ill-advised,  and  mis- 
chievous. 

Mr.  MAURICE  HEALY  said  the 
Attorney  General  had  just  given  a  turn 
possumtts,  to  which  Irish  Members  were 

Mr.  Atkinson. 


accustomed  on  the  introduction  of  a 
private  Bill,  but  they  looked  forward  to 
the  day  in  the  case  of  this  Bill,  as  had 
happened  with  dozens  of  other  private 
Bills,  when  the  Grovernment  of  some  yean 
hence  would  gladly  accept  the  proposals 
of  this  Bill.  This  Bill  contained  two 
proposals  of  a  somew^hat  large  character, 
and  a  number  of  points  of  detail,  in 
reference  to  which  one  would  have  thought 
the  Attorney  General  himself  would  be 

flad  to  see  some  amendment.  The 
istory  of  English  legislation  always 
was  that  in  a  measure  like  the  Local 
Government  Act  of  England  or  Scot- 
land, Bills  correcting  defects  of 
detail  disclosed  in  the  working  of 
the  measures  would  be  always  welcome. 
That,  unfortunately,  was  not  their 
experience  in  the  case  of  Irish  measures. 
Last  year  the  Attome}^  General  himself 
told  the  House  that  the  Grovernment  were 
considering  the  matter  of  introducing  a 
measure  to  modify  the  Gi-and  Juries  Acts, 
so  as  to  prpvide  for  the  proper  working 
of  the  Local  Government  Act.  That 
pledge  was  never  redeemed.  To^lay  an 
opportunity  had  been  given  him  of,  at 
any  rate,  giWng  a  similar  undertaking. 
Still  he  had  not  held  out  any  hope  that 
the  Grovernment  intended  introducing  any 
measure,  even  to  amend  the  various  defects 
which  the  experience  of  eighteen  monttu 
had  disclosed  in  the  working  of  the  Local 
Government  Act.  No,  Irish  Members  had 
to  be  content  because  once  in  the  course 
of  ten  years,  by  agitation  amounting  in 
the  end  to  a  revolution,  a  large  amending 
Act  was  passed,  such  as  the  Ijocal  Govern- 
ment Act,  and  now  they  were  to  wait  for 
another  ten  or  twenty  years  until  suffi- 
cient popular  force  was  developed  to 
compel  the  Government  of  the  day  to 
again  take  up  Irish  legislation,  and  to 
again  determine  what  reforms  were  called 
for  in  the  Irish  law.  He  would  mention 
just  one  instance  of  gross  injustice  under 
the  Local  Grovernment  Act.  Hitherto  the 
roads  in  small  Irish  urban  centres  had 
been  attended  to  by  the  grand  juries, 
and  the  cost  of  making  and  repuring  those 
roads  came  out  of  the  county  cess,  which 
was  levied  equally  on  all  cla»es 
hereditaments.  The  effect  of  the  pussine 
of  the  Local  Grovernment  Act,  which  bad 
been  to  transfer  the  duty  of  the  making 
and  repairing  of  those  roads  to  small  Irish 
bodies,  was  to  completely  change  the 
incidence  of  taxation,  for  while  before 
the  cost  was  thrown  equally  upon  all 
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classes  of  hereditaments,  now  those 
smaller  bodies  had  only  power  to  tax 
lands  at  one-fourth  of  their  valuation, 
with  the  result  that,  besides  the  in- 
justice that  luul  arisen  owing  to  the 
changed  state  of  the  law  with  regard  to 
taxes  on  land  and  buildings,  an  addi- 
tional injustice  was  set  up,  for  in  the 
small  towns  nearly  the  whole  charge  of 
making  and  maintaining  the  roads  had 
been  thrown  upon  buildings  alone.  Yet 
the  Attorney  Greneral  said  he  did  not 
understand  what  the  clause  that  sought 


to  remedy  this  very  great  grievance 
miiant.  He  treated  ttus  Bill  as  if  it  were 
an  attack  upon  the  Local  Grovemment 
Board,  while  it  was  really  an  attempt  to 
amend  the  law  relating  to  local  govern- 
ment in  Ireland.  He  regretted  that  time 
did  not  permit  him  to  say  more  on  the 
present  occasion. 

Question  put. 

The  House  divided:— Ayes,  126;  Noes, 
216.   (Division  List  Na  13.) 


Abraham,  William(Cork,N.E.) 

Allan,  WiiUam  (Uateebead) 

Alliscm,  Robert  Andrew 

Ambrose,  Robert 

AshtOQ,  Thomas  Gair 

Atherley-Jones,  L. 

Anstin,  Sir  John  (Vorkahire) 

Atutin,  M.  (Limerick,  W.) 

Barlow,  John  Emmott 

Baylev,  Thomas  (Elerbydiire) 

BUlsoQ,  Alfred 

Birrell,  Angustine 

Blake,  Edward 

Branner,  Sir  John  Tomlinson 

Burt,  Thomas 

Baxton,  Sydney  Charles 

Caldwell,  James 

Cameron,  Sir  Cbaa.  (Glasgow) 

Cameron,  Roberc  (Durham) 

Carmiehael,  Sir  T.  D.  Gibson- 

(^arvill,  Patrick  G.  Hamilton 

Canston,  Richard  Knight 

C'hanning,  Francis  Allston 

Clark.  Dr.G.  B. 

Culville,  John 

C(mdon,  Thomas  Joseph 

Crean,  Eugene 

Crilly,  Daniel 

Curran,  Thomas  B.  (Donegal) 
Carran,  Thomas  (Sligo,  S.) 
Daly,  James 
Dalziel,  James  Henry 
Doogan,  P.  C. 

Douglas,  Cliarles  M.  (Lanark) 
Dunn,  Sir  William 
Emmott,  Alfred 
Engledew,  Charles  John 
Evans,  Samuel  T.  (Glamorgan) 
Farrell,  James  P.  (Cavao,W.) 
Farrell,  Thomas  J.  (Kerry,8.} 
Fenwiok,  Charles 
Flavin,  Michael  Joseph 
Flynn,  James  Christopher 


Acland-Hood,  Capt  Sir  A.  F. 
Arcbdalff,  Edward  Mervyn 
Arnold,  Alfretl 
Aroold-Forsier,  Hugh  0. 
.\rrol.  Sir  William 
Atkinson,  Rt  Hon.  John 
Bailoy.  James  (Walworth) 
Baird,  John  George  Alex. 
Balcarres,  Lord 


AYES. 

Fox,  Dr.  Joseph  Francis 
Goddard,  DanitsI  Ford 
Gonrley,  Sir  Edw.  Temperley 
Gurdon,  Sir  Wm.  Brampton 
Hammond,  John  (Carlow) 
Hayden,  John  Patrick 
Hayne,  Bl.  Hn.  Charles  Seale- 
Healy,  Maurice  (Cork) 
Hedderwick,  Thos.  Charles  H. 
Hemphill,  Rt.  Hon.  Chaa.  H. 
Hogan,  James  Francis 
Holland,  William  Henry 
Homiman,  Frederick  John 
Joicey,  Sir  James 
Jones,  D.  Brynmor  (Swansea) 
Jones,  Wm.  (Carnarvonshire) 
Jordan,  Jeremiah 
Kay  •Shuttlewotth.RtHn  SirlJ 
Kearley,  Hudson  E. 
Kilbride,  Denis 
Kinlooh,  Sir  John  Geo.  Smyth 
Langley,  Battv 
Lawson,  Sir  W.  (Cumberland) 
Leese,  Sir  J.  F.  (Acetington) 
Leng,  Sir  John 
Lewis,  John  Herbert 
I<oiigh,  Thomas 
Lyell,  Sir  Leonard 
MacDonuell,Dr.  M. A.  (Qn's  C) 
MacNeill,  John  Gordon  Swift 
M'Cartan,  Michael 
M'Crae,  Georee 
M'Dermott.  Patrick 
M'Ewan,  WUliam 
M'Ghee,  Ricltard 
Maddison,  Fred. 
Mandeville,  J.  Francis 
Mendl,  Sigismund  Ferdinand 
Molloy,  Bernard  Charles 
Montagu,  Sir  S.  ( Whitechapel) 
Moore,  Arthur  (Londonderry) 
Morgsji  J.Lloyd  (GannartheD) 
Mumagh&n,  George 

NOES. 

Baldwin,  Alfretl 
Balfour,Rt.Hon.A.J.(Manch'r 
Banbary,  Frederick  George 
Barnes,  Frederick  Gorell 
Barry,RtHnAHSmith-(Hunt8 
Barry,  SirFrancis  T.(Windsor) 
Bartley,  George  C.  T. 
Beach,Rt.Hon.SirM.  H(Brutol 
Beckett,  Ernest  WUliam 


Norton,  Capt.  Cecil  William 
O'Brien,  Patrick  (Kilkenny) 
O'Connor,  Arthur  (Donegait 
O'Connor,  Jaa.  (Wicklow,  W.) 
O'Connor,  T.  P.  (Liverpool) 
O  Malley,  WUliam 
Pamell,  John  Howard 
Pease,  Joseph  A.  (Northum.) 
Philippe,  John  Wynford 
PickerKcUl,  Edward  Hare 
Power,  Patrick  Joseph 
Price,  Robert  John 
Redmond,  John  E.(Waterfocd) 
Redmond,  William  (Clare) 
Reid,  Sir  Robert  Threshie 
Rickett,  J.  Compton 
Roberts,  John  Bryn  (EiGon) 
Robsoo,  William  Soowdon 
Samuel,  J.  (Stookton-on-Tees) 
Shaw,  Thomas  (Hawick  B.) 
Steadmfui.  William  Charles 
Sullivan,  Donal  (Westmeath) 
Sullivan,  T.  D.  (Donegal,  W.) 
Tanner,  Charles  K earns 
Tennant.  Harold  John 
Thomasj)avidAlfred(Merthyr 
Trevelyan,  Charles  Philips 
Tully,  Jasper 
Wallace,  Robert 
Walton,  Joseph  (Bamaley) 
Warner,  Thomas  CourtenayT. 
Weir,  James  Galloway 
Williams,JohnCarvell(Notts.) 
Wilson,  Charles  Henry  (Hull) 
Wilson,  John  (Durham,  Mid.) 
Wilson,  John  (Govan) 
Wilson  ,Josh.H.  ( Middleeboro*) 
Woodhouse,  Sir  J.  T.  (fffi'd.) 
Woods,  Samuel 
Young,  Samuel  (Cavon,  East) 
Tellers  fos  the  Ayes — 

Sir  Thomas  Esmonde  and 

Captun  Donelan. 


Begg,  Ferdinand  Faithfull 
Bhownaggree,  Sir  M.  M. 
BiddulpnTMicbael 
Bill,  Charles 

Blakiston-Huuston,  John 
BlundeU,  Colonel  Henry 
Bowles,Capt.H.F.  (MidtHesex. ) 
Bowles,  T.  G.  (King'sLynn) 
Brassey,  Albert 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1519  Jdjournmenf  of 

Brodrick,  Rt.  Hon.  St.  John 
Brook  titild,  A.  Montafru 
Batcher,  John  George 
CarlUe,  WUliam  Walter 
Carson,  Rb.  Hon.  Edward 
CaventiUh,  R.  F.  (N.  Lanes.) 
Cavendiah.V.C.W.tDerbyshre 
Cecil,  Lord  Hugh  (Greenwich) 
Cliaptin,  Rt.  Hon.  Henry 
Co{;hill,  Douglas  Harry 
Colien,  Benjamin  Louis 
Collings,  Ht.  Hun.  Jes^e 
Colomo,  Sir  John  Charles  R. 
Co(»ke,C.  W.Radciiffe(Hererd) 
Coibett,A.Cameri)n(Glasgow) 
Cotton- Jodreil,  Col.  Ed.  T.  D. 
Courtney,Rt.Hon,  Leonard  H, 
Cox,  Irwin  Edward  Bainhridge 
Croha,  Alexander  (Glasgow) 
Cruae,  Herb.  Shepherd(Bolton) 
Curzon,  Viscount 
Dalkeith,  Earl  of 
Davien,  Sir  Hor.  D.  (Chatham 
Denny,  Colonel 
Dickinson,  Robert  Edmond 
Digby,  John  K.  D.  WinK^eld- 
Dixon-Hartland,  Sir  F.  Dixon 
Dorington,  Sir  John  Bdward 
Doughty,  Geo^ 
Douglas,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  Akers- 
Doxford,  Sir  William  T. 
Diincombe,  Hon.  Hubert  V. 
Dyke,Rt.Ha.Sir William  Hart 
Egerton,  Hon.  A.  de  Tattoa 
Eniot,  Hn.  A.  Ral^h  Douglas 
Faber,  George  Deniaon 
Fellowes,  Hn.  Ailwyn  Edward 
Kergiis3on,Rt.Hn.SirJ(Manc'r 
Field,  Admiral  (Elastboarne) 
Finch,  George  H. 
Finlay,  Sir  Robert  Bannatyne 
Fisher,  William  Hayes 
Flannery.  Sir  FortsBCae 
Fletcher,  Sir  Henry 
Flower,  Ernest 
Forster,  Henry  William 
Foster,  Colonel  (Lancaster) 
Fry,  Lewis 

Gtuloway;  W.  Jolinson 
GarBt,  William 
Gedge.  Sydnev 
Giblwns,  J.  Lloyd 
Gibbs,  Hq.  A.G.  H.  (C.of  Lond. ) 
Gibbs,  Hn.  Vicary  (St. Albans) 
Godson,  Sir  Augustus  Fred.  ' 
Goldsworthy,  Major-General 
Gordon,  Hon.  John  Edward 
Gonldin^  Edward  Alfred 
Greene,  HenryD.  (Shrewsbury) 
Gretton,  John 
OrevUle,  Hon.  Ronald 
Hall,  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles 
Hal>4ey,  T  ho  maw  Frederick 
Hamilton,  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  G. 


{COMMONS} 

Hanbury,  Rt.  Hn.  Robert  W. 
Hanson,  Sir  Kegiaald 
Hardy,  Laurence 
Haslett,  Sir  James  Homer 
Heaton,  John  Henniker 
Helrier,  Auiiustua 
Hickman,  Sir  Alfred 
Hoare,  Sir  Samuel  (Norwich) 
Hoald»worth,  Sir  Wm.  Henry 
Houston,  R.  P. 
Howaril,  Joseph 
Howell,  William  Tudor 
Howorth,  Sir  Henry  Hoyle 
Hozier,  Hon.  James  Henry  C. 
Jeffreys,  Arthur  Frederic); 
Jenkins,  Sir  John  Jones 
Jessel,  Captain  Herbert  M. 
Johnston,  William  (Belfast) 
Johnstone,  Heywood  (Sussex) 
Kenyon,  James 
Kenyon-Slaney,  Col.  William 
Kcdwick,  Wdfiain 
Knowles,  Lees 

Lawrence,  SirE.I)uming-(  Com 
Lawrence,  W.  F.  (Liverpool) 
Lawson,  John  Grant  (Yorks.) 
Lea,  Sir  Thoma»(  Londonderry) 
Lecky,  Ut.  Hn.  Wm.  Edw.  H. 
Lleweiyn,SirDilhvyn-(SwanB'a 
Lockwood,  Lieut.-Col.  A.  R. 
LoJer,  Gerald  Walter  Erskine 
LonK,Col,  Charles  W.(  Evesham 
Lowe,  Francis  William 
Loyd,  Archie  Kirkman 
Lucas-Shadwell,  WiUiaia 
Macartney,  W.  G.  Ellison 
Macdnna,'  John  Cumming 
Maclver,  David  (Liverpool) 
Maclure,  Sir  John  William 
M'Arthur,  Cbarleij  (Liverpool) 
M'Killop,  James 
Marks,  Henry  Hananel 
Massey-MainwaringjHn  W.F. 
Melville,  Beresford  v. 
Middlemore,  J.  Throgmorton 
Milward,  Colonel  Victor 
Monk,  Charles  James 
Montagu,  Hon.J.Scott( Hants. 
More,  Rubt.  Jasper  (Shropshire 
Morrell,  George  Herbert 
Morton,  A.  H.  A.  (Deptford) 
Mount,  William  (.George 
Murray,  Rt.  Hon.  A.  G.  (Bute) 
Murray, Col.  Wyndham  (Bath) 
Myers,  Wm.  Henry 
Newdigate,  FrancisAlexander 
Nicol,  Donald  Ninian 
Parkes,  Ebenezer 
Pease, Herb. Pike  (Darlington) 
Penn,  John 

Pliillpotts,  Captain  Arthur 
Pierpoint,  Robert 
Pilkington.  R.(Lancs,Newtoa) 
PUkington,SiTG.  A.  (Lanes  SW 
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Platt-HigginB,  Frederick 
PlunkettVKt.  Hn.  H.  CoTHm 
Pollock,  Harry  Frederick 
Pretymao,  Ernest  George 
Pryce-Jones,  Lt.-CoL  Edw»Td 
Purvis,  Robert 
Pym,  C.  Goy 

Rentoul,  James  Alexaiider 
Richards,  Henry  Charles 
Richardsor,  Sir  T.  (H<utle'^> 
Ridley.Rt  Htm.  SirMattJiew  W 
Ritchie,  Rt.  Hon.  C.  TbomMW 
Robertwn,  Herbert  (Hackney 
Itoth^htld,  Hon.  Lionel  Waltcf 
Round,  James 
Roydw,  Clement  Molyneux 
Russell,  Gen.  F.S.(  Cheltenham 
Russell.  T.  W.  (Tyrone) 
Rutherford,  John 
Ryder,  John  Herbert  Dudley 
Samuel,  H.  S.  (Liraehoose) 
Sandj-3,  Lt.-Col.  Thos.  Myle- 
Saunder8on,Kt.  Hn.Cal.Ed.J. 
Kavory,  Sir  Jo-^ph 
Seton-Karr,  Henry 
Sharpe,  William  Kdward  T. 
Shaw.  Charles  Edw.  (Staffonli 
Shaw-Stewart,M.  H.(  Kenbvwi 
Sidebottom,  William  ( Derbys. 
Simeon,  Sir  Barrington 
Sinclair,  Louis  (Romford) 
Smith,  AbelH.(ChrLstchurch> 
Smith,  J.  Parker  (Lanarks.) 
Smith,  Hn.  W.  F.  D.  (Stnuidt 
Spencer,  Emest 
Stanley,  Edward  J.  (Someneti 
Stirling-Maxwell.  Sir  John  H. 
Stone,  Sir  Benjamin 
Sturt,  Hon.  Humphn'  Xapier 
Sutherland.  Sir  Thomai* 
Talbot,RtHnJ.G.((>xrdrnir.t 
Thorbnra,  Sir  Walter 
Thornton,  Percy  M. 
Tollemache.  Henry  James 
Tomlinson,  Wm.  E,  Murray 
Usborne,  Thomas 
Vincent,  Sir  Edgar  (Exeter) 
Warr,  Augustus  Frederick 
Webster.  Sir  Richard  E. 
Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  C.  E. 
Whartoa,Rt.  Hon.  John  Lloyd 
Whitmore,  Charles  Algernon 
Williams,  Colonel  R.  'Dwaetl 
Williams,  J.  Powell-(Birm.) 
Willoughby  de  Eresby,  Lord 
Willox,  Sir  John  Archibald 
WiUon-Todd,Wm.H.  (Yorb*. . 
Wodehouse,Rt.Hn.E.R.(B&tb 
Wortley,Rt.Hon.C.  B.  Stoart- 
Wylie,  Alexander 
Wyndham,  George 
Tellers  fob  the  Noes— 

Sir  William  Walroml  and 

Mr.  Anstrnthw. 


Words  added. 

Mttin  Question,  as  amended,  put,  and 
agreed  to. 


Second  Reading  pat  oflf  for  six  months. 

Adjourned  attwMity  niinntos  hiAan 
Six  of  the  Cloek. 
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EXPLANATION  OF  ARRANGEMENT  AND  ABBREVIATK^NS. 

Bills:  Read  First,  Second,  or  Tliinl  Time  =  iB.,  2r.,  3r.  [r.]  =  Coiimioiw.  [/.l=I-onl8. 
Ameadt.  =  Aiuendment.  Oa.  =  Ol>ser\-atiunH.  Qs.  =  QueKtiotiH.  An.  -  AnHwers. 
t'om.  =  (^oniinittee.  Con.  =  Conaideration.  .  12ep.  —  Report.  Wbere  in  tlie  Index*  in- 
added  witli  Reading  of  a  Bill,  or  a  Vote  in  Conimittee  of  Supply,  it  indiciites  that  no 
Delittte  took  pla^^e  on  tliat  Stage  of  the  Bill,  or  on  that  Vote.  Subjects  (liacussed  in 
Coinrtiittee  of  Supply  are  entered  un<ler  their  lieadings,  and  alno  under  Member'» 
Names,  without  reference  to  the  actual  Vote  l)efore  the  Committee.  The  abbrevtaUon 
ha»  been  adopted  as  explanation  under  the  subjMtn. 


Abeideen  Police  and  Improrement  Bill 

Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1027. 
IB.*  Feb.  U,  1196. 

Aberdeen  UniTersity 

AtastiBCt  of  Accounts,  Jan.  SO,  53,  69. 
Annual  Statistical  Report,  Jan.  SO,  53, 69. 

Abstractors.  Promotion  of 

y.  Col.  Dalbiac;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  S, 
920. 

Access  to  Mountains  [ScoUand]  Bill 

c.  IK.*  Feb.  .',420. 

Access  to  the  Housra  of  Parliament 

)[etrupolitan  Police  Sessional  Order,  Jan. 

JO,  w. 

Accidents  to  Railway  Servants 

Sfe  Railway  Ser\ant8. 


Acland-Hood,  Capt. 

Wellinirlun  I 


Sir   A.  [Somerset, 


Aruiy— Strenj^thening  and  Iiiiiirovin^' 
Orgjinisiition  uf  the  Itejrular  an.l 
Auxiliary  Fonrew,  Feb.  1.',  ISiJl. 

Siuitli  Africjin  War— Military  and  Politiral 
t'oliry  of  the  llcn  ernment,  etc.  (Vote  of 
('euBure),  Jan.  ,iJ,  188. 

VOL.  LXXVIII.   [Fourth  Series.] 


Act  of  Union 

Taxation  of  Ireland  —  Debate  on  the- 
Addiess,  Feb.  S,  IO03,  Feb.  9,  1066. 

I 

A4)onniments  of  the  House 

:iee  Sittings  and  Adjonmmenti  of  the- 
House. 

[  Admiralty 

First  Lord — Kt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Uoscben. 

Serretaries—Vlr.  W.  E.  Maeartn^;  Sir 
E.  Mac^^regor, 

[See  Navy). 

■  AfiKhanistaa 

Subsidy  Granted  to  the  Ameer 

Detailed  Account  of  F\|)enditure 
y.  Mr.  L.  Morgan  ;  .1.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Fro.  .',  444, 

(  Diversion  of   Subsidy  for  Defence 

Fuqioaes 
y.  Mr.  L.  Morgan ;  A.  Lonl  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  445. 

Africa,  East 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act— Ordet  in  Coun- 
cil presented,  Feb.  I,  234. 

(ierman  East  Africa — Trade  Report,  Jan. 
47. 
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Africa.  South 

Basutolaml  —  Native  Labour,  Hut  Tax, 
etp.— Earl  Grey's  Speech  I 
Q.  Mr.  liayley;  A.  Mr.  J.  ChamW-  ; 
lain.  Feb.  8,  918. 

Cable  from  South  Africa  to  Australia— 
Ka-ttem  Telegraph  Coiniiany'a  Con-  : 
peasiona 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  .1.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  1,  282. 

Ciermnn  I*oli(!y  —  Baron  von  MarschaU's 
Declaration,  etc.  ' 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  ' 
Feb.  IS,  1.360. 
Property  in  tlie  Republics — Sir  A.  Milner's  ' 
I'rocianmtion,  Sec  South  African  War. 

South  African  War,  Sm  that  Title. 

Africa,  West 

Gold  Coast,  See  that  Title. 

Lagos,  See  that  Title.  i 

Hierra  Leone  Campaign  Medals — Natives  ; 
guilty  of  unlawful  acts 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  9,  1050. 

Tonga,  See  that  Title. 

Waima  Incident,  See  that  Title. 

Aged  Desnring  Poor 

Departmental  Committee,  Reports  I^re- 
sented,  Feb.  9,  1041,  Feb.  1:S,  116S. 

National  Old  Age  I'enaions,  Petition,  Feb.  , 
M,  13.-I-. 

Gld  Age  PensionH  Bill,  See  that  Title.  i 
Old  Age  Provident  Peiuiona  Bill,  See  that  i 

Title.  I 
Outdoor  Provident  Relief  Bill,  See  that  1 

Title. 

\See  aim  Old  Age  Penuons.] 

Agraiiflm  Oatragra.  Ireland 

Ketarnw  Presented,  Jati.  31,  158  ;  Feb.  1,  \ 
233. 

Agricultural  Department,  Ireland 

See  Ireland. 

Agricultural  Distoicts 

Education— Circular  to  Local  Authorities, 

etc. 

a  Mr.  Hobliouse;  -1.  Sir  J.  Gorat, 

Feb.  S,  923. 


Agriculture,  Board  of 

i'i-«»K2enf  -Right  Hon.  W.  H.Loog. 

Veterinary  Advisers 

Q.  Mr.  .Fohnson-Fei^aron ;  A  Mr. 

Long,  Feb.  0,  718. 


Agricultural  Orants,  Ireland 

County  Cess  Allotment 

Q:  Captain  Donelan ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour.  Feb  1,  290. 

Agricultural  Labourers 

Workmen's  Corapenaation  Act — Extension 
Q.  Sir  J.  T.  Woodhouse ;  A.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley,  Feb.  1,  284. 

Workmen's  ("ompensation  Act,  1897,  Ex- 
tension Bill,  See  that  Title. 


Airdrie.  Coatbridge  and  District  Water 
Trust  Bill 
e.  Ordered,  Feb  0,  1027. 
lR.*/e6.  i:?,  1196. 

Airdrie  and  Coatbridge  Triunways  Kll 

Petitions  referred  to  Standing  Orders 

Feb.  S.  1037. 
Standing  Orderfi  not  complied  with,  Ffb 
1022;  1027. 

Akers-Douglas,  AVrDouilas 
Alaska  Boundary  Question 

Provisional  Boundary,  Exchange  of  Xotfts 
;  Jan.  JO,  43,  64. 

i 

;  Aliens 

Immigration,  Returns  Preiwnted,  Frb.  S, 

897,  898,  904. 
Natiinilizod  AlieuH.  Names  of  -Addrea* 
for  Uetnm,  Jan.  Jo,  160. 

I  Allan,  Mr.  W.  [Gateshead] 

I'atriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminii- 
'  tration  of,  Feb.  t>,  971. 

'       South  African  War. 

Progress  of  the  War,  Feb.  1,  358. 

Uitlander   Vohinteen* — Governor  of 
*  Natal's  Offer,  Nnmber  of  VolnntMn 

I  Knrolled,  etc.,  Feb.  o,  566. 

'        •*  \  irtoria  and  Albert "  -Caprizii^,  cuue. 
Feb.  I,  279. 

Alliance  Bumonra 

J       See  ** Triple  Alliance"— Mr.  .1.  Chaniber- 
lain's  Statement  at  Leicester. 

Allotments  Act 

Extending  to  Ireland. 

Q.  Ml.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfoar, 
Feb.  I,  292. 

,  Ambrose,  Mr.  R.  (Mayo.  West) 
'        Congested  Districts  (Ireland)  Board  aai 
1  Wcstport  Landlords,  Feb.  IS,  1375. 

'        Poor  Law  Officers'  Salariea,  Ireland.  FA.  H 

1375. 

'  Stigo'p,  Marquess  of.  Estate— Corresiwo- 
dencu  witli  the  Congested  DistricU 
Boartl.  Feb.  9,  I0S9. 

'  "  American  "  Transport  Ship 

j       Meat  unHt  for  use 

Qa.  <*en.  Laurie,  Mr.  Jeffreys ;  At.  Hi. 
Miuiartney,  Feb.  S,  434. 

Ancient  Monuments  Protection  BUI 

c.  IR."  /VA.  /.t,  1380. 
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Anglo-German  OonTsntion 

iS'ei!  Titles  Samoa  and  Tonga. 

J^nglo-Oerman  Secret  Trealy 

Temta  of  Altejied  Treaty,  etc 

y.  Mr.  G.  Bowled ;  A.  Mr.  Brodriok, 
Feb.  1,  282. 

Animals 

Foot  and  Month  tiiseate,  See  that  Title. 

Viviseotion,  Six  that  Title. 

Anti-Shanara  Riots 

Petition  for  redrew  of  Grievauces,  Feb.  C, 
696. 

AppropriatioQ  Accounts  Presented,  Jan. 

Arbitration  I 
South  African  War,  See  that  Title.  | 

Arcltdale,  Mr.  [Fermanagh,  N.] 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act  (1898), 
Aiaendinent  Bill,  2tL,  Feb.  U,  1488. 

Armiigh,  Mid. 

New  Writ,  Jail.  30,  54. 

Armaments 

Boer  Armaments  and  Brittnli  Guns,  etc., 
bee  Soutli  African  War— S\;b-lieadingn, 
Boer  Armaments,  Gun»,  etc. 

Armies 

Militarv  Systems  of  Continental  Powers 
and  Great  Britain,  ditterence  between 

Saliebnry,  Marquess  of,  on,  Jan.  30,  31. 

Anns  Licences,  Ireland 

Eefa'*ing  Licence  to  Mr.  J.  O'Neill 

Q.  Mr.   Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinaon, 
Feb.  6,  724. 

RoMNMnmon — Request  for  description  of 
weapons,  etc.,  by  the  P<ilice 
Q.  Mr.  Haydon ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  13,  1377. 

Azmstrons's,  Messrs. 

Offer  of  Gnns  for  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.' J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hani,  F^.  S,  9ia 


Army — cont. 


Army 


Seeretarjf  of  ATiaic— Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe 

Under  Seeretariet—Mx.  G.  Wyndham; 
Sir  K.  H.  Knox 

Financial  Seeretarff—MT.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams. 

Army  Coras — Three  Army  Corps  for  Home 
Defence,  &c 

Statement  (Mr.  Wyndham),  Feb.  IS, 
1271. 

Army  Service  Corpe,  [nereaae  in — Military 
Scheme  of  the  Government 

Statements  [Marquees  of  Lan^^ilowne), 
Feb.  IS,  1175;  iMr.  Wyndham), 
127L 


Artilteiy,  a<ldition  to — Military  Scheme  of 
tlio  Gorcrniiient 

Statements  (Marquens  of  Lausdowne), 
Feb.  1^,  1174;  (Mr.  Wyndham), 
1271. 

Artillery  Clianges  in  1887 

Q.  Sir  .1.  Colomb  ;  A.  Mr,  Wyndham, 
Feb.  9,  1045 ;  Feb.  13,  1362. 

Auxiliary  Forces 

Niiml«,'r  on  Feb.  1st 

Sl-iteiiicnt  (Mr.  Wyndham),  Feb. 
/;-,  iL'til 

Scheme  oi"  Ho.ue  Defence,  etc. 

.StatemeniM  (Marquess  of  Lans- 
itowno),  Feb.  14.  117o;  (Mr. 
Wyndham).  1230  —  Debate 
Ucsinned,  Feb.  IS,  1382. 

(■Vcc  iilm  Titles  Militia,  Volunteers  and 

Yeomanry). 

Hoots — Indian  Contract,  Prices,  etc. 

ys.  Mr.  Cbanning;  As.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  S,  WOa  ;  Feb.  0,  1W9. 

Cartriiijics — Dofective  Webley  Cartridges 
V.  .\(r.  He<lderwick  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  5,  507. 

Cavalry- -Military  Scheme  of  the  Gevem- 
ment 

Statements  (Marquess  of  Lansdowne), 
Feb.  IV,  1175  (Mr.  Wyudliam),  1272. 

Chelsea  Hospital— Account  Presented, 
Feb.  1£,  1166,  1217. 

Civil  Disturbances,  Su|>i»res9ion  of,  by 
Troops— Expenses  uf  Troops  em- 
ployed 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  IS,  1:1G4. 

Clerical  Establishments,  Vacancies — 
Claims  of  Oflicers'  Sons  and  Daugli- 
tera 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill :  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  Feb.  8,  916. 

Clothing  for  Troops  in  South  Africa,  See 
Sonth  African  War. 

Cotmnissions  for  N  on -commissioned 
Officers  in  South  Africa,  See  South 
African  War— I'romotion  from  the 
Banks. 

Conscription,  Compulsory  Scheme,  &c. 
Os.  Marquess  of  Salirfbary,  Jan.  30, 
31  ;  Marquesn  of  LanSLlowiie,  Feb. 
12,  1182;  Mr.  Wyndliani,  Feb.  1'4, 
I960  :  Sir  H.  Canipbeil-BaULcruian, 
Feb.  t2,  1279. 

Contemplated  ^[ilitary  Measures,  Stf. 
suh'licading,  Strenutuening  and  Improv- 
ing Orjranisation  of  Kegnlar  and  Auxili- 
ary Forcee. 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans, 
See  that  Title. 

Defence  of  tlie  Empire,  See  that  Title. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Services) 
Bill — Extension  to  Army  and  Mavy 
Forces 

V«>  Geneml  lAtirie,  Mr.  G.  Bowles; 
A».  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley,  Ei^.  6,  709. 
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Army— '< 
Engineers  (Royal)  Department  —  High 
diaries  for  Boildin^  Work,  alleged,  ' 
Inquiry  into  AdministrstioD  i 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WilliamB,  Fd>.  13,  1230. 

Ex-SoMiers  Rejoining  for  one  year  Scheme, 
Sta,tenieiit8(Maniue8«  of  Lanwlowne), 
Feb.  12,  1179;  (Mr.  Wyndliam),  1273.  | 

Forage  for  South  Africa,  See  South  Afrioui 

War.  I 

Guns  i 
Artillery  Voluoteers,  See  Volunteers,  t 

New  BatterieH,  Gan»  for  , 
Statemant,  (Marqueiw  of  Laos-  f 
downe),  Feb.  i?,  1173.  | 

South  African  War,  See  that  Title. 

Home   Defences,  See  Defences  of  the 

Empire.  j 

India,  See  that  Title. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifle**— Trials,  etc. 

Qa.  Mr.  F.  \V.  Wilson.  Mr.  Weir  ;  \ 
A*.  Mr.  Wyndhani,  Feb.  1,  276, 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  fi,  110. 

Statement,  (Mr.  Wyndbam).  Feb.  1, ' 
340.  I 

Linked  Battalion  Syt>tem 

0.  Sir  C.  DUke,  Feb.      1286.  ' 

Maps,  Surveys,  etc.,  of  South  Africa,  See  \ 
South  African  War. 

Mauser  Pistols  and  the  Imperial  Light '. 
Horse  Etiuipment  ' 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  6,  671. 

Medical  Corpn— Number  of  OflScont  em-  ■ 
ployed  in  South  Africa,  and  at  I 
other  Foreign  Stations,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster ;  A.Ur.  Wyndham,  i 
Feb.  6,  705. 

Metal  Market — Buying  through  a  Broker,  | 
Discontinuance  of  old  system  ■ 
Qs.  Mr.  Warner  ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams. Frb.  :?,  440 ;  Feb.  5,  583. 

"Military  Authorities" — Dehnition 

Qs.  ftir  J.  Colomb ;  As.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  'J,  mo;  Feb.  IS,  l.m  [ 

Militia,  See  that  Title. 

OflScers'  Quarters — Wives  of  Regimental  . 
Oftifcit*    and    tlie    surrender  of 
l^uartera 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  430. 

(micers  for  new  Itattalions,  etc. 

Statements  (Marquess  of  I-anuilowne), 
/>/>.  IIHO;    (Mr.    WJ^ldllam),  . 

1275. 

l*iitriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminis-  I 
tration  of,  etc. 
Amendment   to    the   Address  (Mr.  | 
Kernley),  F>b.  S.  941. 

Promotions  fi-om  the  Ranks,  See  Soutit 
African  War, 

liecruitiiijj.  I'nigress  of 

Stjitements  (Marijucxs  of  Lansdowne',  ' 
FeO.  /.',  1174;  (Mr.  Wyndham),, 
1273. 


Aimy — (w>'< 

Reserve — Strengthening  and  Iraprorins 
Organization  of  the  K^olar  and 
Auxiliary  Forcos— Govommeot  Pro- 
posals 

Statements  (Martinis  of  Laosdovne) 
Feb.  I.',  [78]  1171  ;  Mr.  Wjudham. 
1273. 

Reserve  and  Three  ^'ears"  men 
Statement  (Maniuem  of  Laniidowiie), 
Feb.  n,  1181. 
Rifle  Ranges,  Scv  tliat  Title. 

Russell  "  Shooting  Director"  Invention 
t^.  Sir  J.  Fergufson ;  As.  Jhlr.  J.  P. 
Williams  Mr.  (ionchen,  Feb.  i^,  1332. 

Salisbury   Plain.  Pn*perty  porcbasecl— 
Keturn,  Jan.  .'ll,  158. 

Savings  Banks  -  -  Statements  Presented 
Feb.     502 ;  Feb.  S,  897. 

Schools,  Militarj'  Drill,  proposed 
0.  I-ord  Wantage.  Feb.  1^.  1184- 

Secret  Ser%  ice  Fund,  Se.e  that  Title. 
Separation  Allowances,  See  Sontli  African 
War. 

Soldient'  Eff'ects  Fund  — Crimean  Soldierj" 
Widows,  etc. 
Q.   Sir  .1.    Leng  ;  A.  Mr.   J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  8,  915. 

South  Afric!^  Military  Necessities  after 
the  War 
O.  Sir  ('.  Dilke,  Feb.  U,  1286. 

South  African  >Var,  See  tliat  Title. 

Strength  of  the  Army — Number  and  Coo- 
stitution  of  Forces  at  home— 
Statement!!  (Marquetw  of  LanfldoTne), 
Feb.         1172;  (Mr.  Wyndbain), 
1261. 

Strengthening  and  Im  proving  OrganiaatioD 
of  Regular  and  Auxmary  Forcei — 
Government  Scheme 

Coateniplatetl  Military  Measures 
Q.  Sir  F.  Flannenr;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  RaUonr,  Feb.  Z.  2S7  ;  Mr. 
Warner ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfou, 

Feb.  5,  m. 

Mfition  (Earl  of  DimmTen)  Ftb, 

550. 

Befeiences  to  in  Debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress, Jan.      38.  38 ;  Jan.  31,  IW. 

Statemente  (Marquess  of  Lansdowaey 
Feb.  1168,  II 73  ;  (Mr.  Wyndham), 
1257;— DeSate  Resumed,  Feb.  IS, 
1382. 

(For  DetailH  of  Scheme  See  Titles, 
Militia,  Voluntoers,  Yeomanry,  etc.y 

Swifls  Military  System 

O.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  Feb.  j,',  12S7. 
Q.  Mr.  Seely;  A.  Mr.  Wyndlura. 
Feb.  l.l,  1362. 

Three  Years'  men,  Additions  to  Line 
Battalions  — 
Statements  (Marquess  of  Lansdowne), 
F<b.   J.',  1181 J   (Mr.  Wyndliam) 

i_>:3. 

Volunteers,  See  that  Title.. 
Yeomanry,  Srr  tliat  Title. 
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Army  Estimates 

Issue  of,  to  Membei-s 

Q.  Mr.  Uuchanan;   ^1.   Mr.  J.  P. 
WUIiaius,  Feb.  IJ,  1364. 

Supplementary  Estiinates  Presented,  Feb. 

J,  903. 

Suppieinentary  Estimates — Land  Forces 
(120,000),  Com.,  Feb.      1257,  1382. 

Anny  and  Kavy  Investment  Tnut  Bill 

/.  IK.'  Feb.  13,  1163. 

Aniold,  Hr.  A.[Ualifax] 

South  African  War,  Feb.  7,  890. 

Arnold-Foster,  Mr.  K  O.  [Belfast,  W.] 

Army— tiovemment  Military  Proposals, 
Feb.  la,  1329. 

South  African  War— State  of  Home  De- 
fences, Military  Administration,  etc. 
Feb.  J,  342. 

Artillery 

See  Titles,  Anny  and  Soutli  African  War — 
Guns. 

Asia 

C>erman  and  Russian  Kail  way  CouHtmction 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  13, 1367. 

Persia  and  Afghanistan,  See  tliose  Titles. 

Assizes,  Ireland 

Urders  in  Council  Presented,  Jan.  31, 139; 
Feb.  1,  235. 

Asanith.  Bight  Hon.  H.  H.  [Fife,  E.] 

South  African  War— Military  and  Politi- 
cal Policy  of  the  Government,  etc. 
(Vote  of  Censure),  Feb.  a,  731. 

Aston  Manor  Tramways  Bill 

/.  lit.'  Feb.  IS,  1161. 

Atherley-Jones,  Mr.  L.  [Durham,  N.W.] 
South  African  War— Policy  of  the  (.iovem- 
ment,  etc.  (Vote  of  Censure),  Feb.  5, 632. 

Atkinson*  BigSlt  Hon.  J. — Attorney  General 
for  Ireland  [Londonderry,  N.] 

Arms,  Licensing  to  carry.  Refusal  of  licence 

to  Mr.  J.  O  Neill,  Feb.  6,  725. 

Belfast 

Police  CellK— Death  of  J.  Thompson, 

Feb.  lA  1341. 
Union— Ciiar^  agaiuHt  an  Employ^, 

Misappropriation  of  Fooii,-^  eft.  5,587. 

Carriage  Licences  in  Dubtin,  Feb.  S,  936. 

Cavan  Police  Force— Number  of  Police, 

etc.  Feb.  y,  1059. 
Clare  Extra  Police,  Charges,  etc.,  F^.  9, 

1057. 

Constabulary— Leave  of  Absence,  Sus- 
{)enBion  of,  alleged,  Feb.  13,  1375. 

County  Court  Printing — Coat  of,  and  the 
County  Council,  Feb.  i3,  1376. 

Cartin,  Michael,  Case  of,  Feb.  8,  934. 

Dingle  Her,  Condition  of — Proposed  £x> 
tension,  etc.,  Feb.  5,  581, 

5 


'.  Atkinson,  Bight  Hon.  J.—ront. 

Explosives.  Sale  of  —  New  Kegulations, 
I  Feb.  a,  724. 

]  .     Granard  Estate— rurchaae  of  Holdings  by 
Tenants,  Aption  iti  l*and  Comniissioner», 

etc.,  Feb.  l.i,  1377. 

I  Gun  Licences  in  Roscommon — Requejit  for 
'  description  of  weapons  by  police,  Feb.  13, 

U77. 

'        Herring  Industry  —  (iovemiuent  Brand, 
etc.,  Feb.  .5,  585. 

1  Judicial  Appointments 

j  Politics  of  Judges,  Ft  b.  IZ',  1241. 

1  Religious  Disabilities;  Feb.  3,  585 ; 

I  Feb.  l.i,  1375. 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  Removal  of,  Feb.  o, 
589. 

Kanturk  Karonial  Railway  Guarantee, 
Feb.  9,  1058. 

Kerry — Extra  Police  in  County  Kerry, 
Feb.  S,  932. 

Land  (Irelanil)  Acts,  Administration  and 
working  of,  Feb.  'J,  1 121,  1146. 

Land  Commission — Land  Court  Itetums 
Feb.  6,  725. 

Lifford  County  Court  House — Action  of 
the  High  Slieritf,  Feb.  5,  589 ;  Fd>.  8, 
935. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1898) 
Amendment  Hill,  2i{,  Feb.  I4,  1472, 1487, 
1503,  1504,  1505,  1506,  1607,  1508,  1509, 
1510,  1511,  1512,  J515. 

Local  Government    Kate  Allowances, 

Feb.  5,  586. 

Lnnatic  Asylums,  Grant  in  Aid  and  Loca 
Taxation  Account,  Feb.  13,  1376. 

National  Education—  Money  handed  over 
to  new  Board  of  Agriculture,  Re- 
couping, Feb.  S,  936. 

Newcastle  West  —  Lalwurers'  Cottages 
Scheme,  Feb.  8,  937. 

Ogilby  Estate  (or  Oniagh  Estate),  Co. 
Tyrone,  Sale  of,  Feb.  S,  931. 

Out-Nursing  in  Unions,  etc.,  Feb.  8, 

Paupers— Removal  of  Irish  Paupers 

City  of  Dublin  Grievance,  Feb.G,  724. 

Settleinent,  Law  of,  Extending  to 
Ireland,  Feb.  6,  724. 

Peace  Preservation  Act — MonaghanCounty 
Council  Resolution,  Feb.  12,  1241. 

Poor  Law  Expenditure,  Increase  in — New 
Dispensary  Rules,  etc.,  Feb.  S,  929. 

Road  Contractors — Difficulties  of  obtain- 
ing access  to  Quarries,  etc.,  Feb.  S,  930. 

Roscommon — Proclaimed  Meeting,  Feb. 
IS,  1242. 

Rural  District  CooncDs,  Number  of  Mem- 
bers coastitating  Qnonini,  etc.,  Feb.  13, 
1374. 

Sanitary  Works — Charges  under  Local 
Government  Act,  etc.,  /'efe.  13, 1243. 

Small  Honses  [Acquisition  of  Ownership] 
Act,  Extension  to  Ireland— Carrying  out 
of  the  Act,  etc.,  Feb.  S,  fi88. 
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Atkinson,  Bight  Hon.  J. —rout. 

Tallow— Extra  Police.  Feb.  I.i,  1378. 

Trawling  im  Wexford  Bay,  Feb.  S,  933. 

Wanlen  Estate 

Ejectment  Decrees,  etc.,  Feb.  8, 931. 

National  Teaclier';i  Residence  Sitei 
Feb.  9,  1037. 

Westport  Ijandlords  aod  Congested  Dis- 
trinbs  Board,  Feb.  1.%  137r>. 

Attar  Khan 

Petition,  Jan.  31, 157. 

Attorney  General 

Sir  B.  E.  Webster. 

Austin,  Mr.  M.— [Limerick,  W.] 

Curtin,  Michael,  case  of,  Feb.  S,  934. 

Newcastle  West  —  Labourers'  Cottages 
Scheme,  Feb.  S,  937. 

Small  Hounes  [Ac((ui»itioii  of  <)wner»liip3 
Act,  Extension  to  IretanJ — Carrying  out 
of  the  Act,  etc.,  Feb, .;,  f-SS. 

Avstealasia  { 

Cable  from  South  Africa  to  AuHtralifa 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company's  Con- 
cessions 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber-  ' 
lain,  Feb.  1,  282. 

Contingent  in  South  Africa — Cliaplains, 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains  < 
Q.Ur.  T.  Curran;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  1,  269.  , 

Federation -Commonwealth  UiU,  etc. 

Bate  of  introduction.  ' 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham-  ^ 
berlain,  Feb.  9,  1051. 

Reference  to  in  Debate  on  the  Addrces  ' 
(Lords),  Jan.  30, 12, 16  ;  (Commons), 
Jan.  SO,  77,  81. 

Freemantie,  Portof  Call  for  Mail  Steamers  < 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy,  ' 
6,  726. 

Mints — Coinage  of  Silver  I 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbary,  Feb. 
IS,  1374.  [ 

Auxiliary  Forces  | 
See  Titles,  Army,  Militia,  Volnnteens  etc.  | 

Avebury  of  Avebory,  Baron  \ 
New  Peer,  Jan.  SO,  6. 

BaTiftwian  ' 

Report  presented,  Jan.  SO,  46,  ^3.  ^ 

Balnbridge,  Mr.  £.  [Lincoln,  Gainsborough]  ' 

Hawksley  Corre«pondence — "Ind^pend-  I 
ence  Beige  "  Publication,  Feb.  1, 259.  j 

Merchant  Cruisers — Snbiudised  Cruisers, 
Return,  Feb.  6,  712. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Supreniairr  in  South  Africa — 
Conspiracy,  alleged,  Feb.  1,  260. 
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Balnbridge.  Mr.  E. — eont. 

South  African  War— cow/. 

Bntler,  Sir  W.  —  View*  and  Pro- 
ceedings, Resignation,  etc..  De- 
patches  relating  to,  Feb.  1,  251. 

Guns  at  Pretoria.  Feb.  n,  699. 
Indian  Native  Troops,  Employment  of. 
Feb.  1,  271. 

Northumberland  Fusilier  \'oliint«en 
Equipment  —  Application  u>  War 
Oltice,  al\^pA,\\Feb.  b',  7U5. 

Transport  Wa^ns — Wagons  nnfit  for 
use,  alleged,  Feb.  6,  7U0. 

Transports,  Employment  of  Flnt<Iu» 
Passenger  Ships  in  the  Future,  Fdt. 
6,  699. 

Volunteer  Artillery  <itm»  —  Com- 
plaint«,  Feb.  C,  705. 

Bakehouses  [Hours  of  Labour]  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Fa.  9,  lOfto. 

Baker  Street  and  Waterloo  Railway  Bill 

c  Ordered,  Feb.  !f,  1027. 
lR.*i^«6.  119fl. 

BalcaneSi  Lord  [Lancashire,  Chorley) 

Science  and  Art  Departmont,  Council  of 
Advice  on  Art  Mattent,  Feb.  19,  VSTtfk 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  Guiliano's 
Bequests — Stolen  Ornaments,  /VA.  15^ 

1370. 

Baldwin's  Estate 

Q.   Mr.   M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson^ 

Ftb.  6,  726. 

Balfonr,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J, -First  Lord  of  the 
Treasury  [Manchester,  ii^t] 
Army — Contemplated  Military  Measnrev 

Feb.  1,  257  ;  Feb.  S,  566. 

Ballot  for  Bills  and  Motions  ^an.  Jl,  1^ 

Business  of  the  House.  Feb.8, 038,  939,  9*0, 

941. 

Address  in  Answer  to  the  Qaeai'» 

Speech 

Business  of  the  House  on  coo- 
cluHion  of  Debate.  Feb.  6,  Hi, 

728. 

Discussion  of  Amendments.  Faci- 
lities for.  Feb.  1,  258. 

Financial  Business — Precedence  m 
Tuesdaye,  /'e&.  1j£,  1248. 

Cabinet  Committee  of  Defence,  Conrtito- 
ties  and  Functions  of,  Feb.  1,  261. 

Church  Discipline— L^isIation,/Vfr.  ;,291 

Contraband  of  War,  Food  Stnflb  aK,Feb.6, 
708. 

France — British   Ambassador   in  Fui^ 
Temporary  Absence,  Feb.  It,  1233. 

Hawkslenr   Correspondence  —  "  Ind^pes* 
dance  Beige  "  Publication,  Feb.  1,  2S8. 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments  and  the  Britidi 
Museum,  F^.  1.  293. 

Marine  Inaunuice  mU,  Feb.  lA  1248. 
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Balfour,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  J.—^oni. 

Old  Aye  Pennioiib  -Relief  of  Sufferers  by 
the  War,  Frb.  IJ,  1220. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminis- 
tration of,  Feb.  S,  970,  971,  973. 

Queen's  Speech— The  Address*,  Jnv.  SO, 
96;  Jan.  SI,  162;  Feb.  1,  302,  376, 
381,  382,  384,  391  ;  Feb.  6,  813. 

Termination  of  Deb&te,  Jan.  31,  *231. 

Kiiunderson'f),  Col.,  remarks  on  the  Irish 
NationaltHtH.  Feb.  S,  S3,l. 

School  Board  Franchifte,  Scotland — 
Legialation.  Feb.  /..',  1247. 

Srath  African  Wur 

Arbitration,  Feb.  3,  426. 

Boer  ArmanientH  and  Strenj^th  of  the 
Enemy,  etc.,  Jan.  m,  103— Sir  W. 
Butter's  Despatches  Ftb.  3, 427. 

Boer  Supremacy  in  South  Africa 
Conspiracy,  atfefied,  Feb.  1,  25tt. 

Butler,  Sir  \V. 

Despatches  and  Correspondence, 
Fth.  1,  253,  256 ;  Feb.  4  427. 

Military  Situation — Report,  Feb. 
1,  25.%  2j»r). 

Hilner,  Sir  A.,  and  Sir  W.  Itutler, 

Different  views  of  PolifT — 
Defence  of  Natal,  etc.,  Feo.  o, 
56ft  ;  Feb.  IS,  218. 

Views  and  Proceeding,  Resifina- 
tion,  etc. — DeHiwitcTies  relatini* 
to,  Feb.  I,  2iA,  255. 

Canadian  Contingent  —  Refusal  of 
Cavaliy  hy  the  War  Office,  Feb.  2, 
42S. 

Government  and  the  War — Want  of 
'      Knowledge,  Foresight,  etc.  [Vote  of 
Censure],  Jan.  30,  96 ;  Ffb.  1,  376, 
381,  382,  384,  391  ;  Feb.  6,  813. 

Ouns— Artillery  Strength  in  South 
Africa  previous  tn  Outbreak  of 
Hostilities,  Feb.  12,  1219. 

Indian  Native  Troops,  Employment  of, 
Feb.  /,  271. 

Macersfontein  Engagement  and  the 
nighlantl  Brigade,  Inquiry,  Feb.  1, 
261 ;  Feb.  IS,  1220. 

Orange  Free  State  joining  the  Trans- 
vaal, Jan.  .30,  103  ;  Feb.  J,  302. 

Priiwners— Boer  Prisoners  on  Board 

Ship,  Feb.  IS,  1219. 

Progress  of  the  War,  Feb.  1,256. 

War  Office  AdminiBtration,  Feb.  0, 
815  ;  Feb.  12,  1344. 

Town  Tenants,  Ireland — Legislation,  Feb. 
£;451. 

Treasury,  Constitution  and  Functions  ot, 
etc.— Select  Committee  of  Inquiry  Sug- 
gested, Feb.  IS,  1234. 

"Triple  Alliance  "—Mr.  Chamberhun's 
Speech  at  Leicester,  FA.  5,  678. 

Volanteers,  Irish  Volunteers,  FOTmation 
of  Corps,  Feb.  5,  564. 


Balfour,  Et.  Hon.  O.  W.-('hicf  Secretary 
for  trelnnd  [Leeds,  Centxal]. 

Agricnituial  Grants  and  Cimntry  Ce^s, 
Amount  allotted,  etc.,  Feb.  l,  290. 

Allotments  Act,  Extending  to  Ireland* 

Feb.  1,  292. 

Ca«tlei»tland  and  Balliniacelligot  District, 
Fair  Kent  Application!),  Feb.  /,  293. 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  visit  tti  Dublin,  Con- 
duct of  Trinity  College  Student^  etc., 
Feb.  J,  447. 

Cork  County,  Fair  Rent  applications  in. 
Fi  b.  .',  448. 

District  CuuncillorH  Disquulifications, 
Feb.  1,  289. 

tlovcniment.  Printing— Copy  righted  Rate 
Books,  Feb.  2,  449. 

luterinediate  Edncabion  Act  — Amendment 
proposed,  Feb.  1,  29*2. 

Judges — Religion  of  Judges,  Une  qn& 
Nunil>er  of  Protctitant  to  Roman 
('atholie,  Feb.  1,  291. 

Kerry  —  Application  for  Fair  Rent  in 

North  Kerry,  Feb.  S,  450. 
Land,  Beraination  of,  Feb.  4.51. 

Land  Law  [Ireland]  Act,  1896— lietnms 
Feb.  S,  447. 

Local  (jovemment  Election  Petitions, 
Coiiiinissioners*  Judgments  —  Return, 
Feb.  1,  288. 

Local  Govemm^t  Officials  and  the  Local 
Government  Act,  L8B8 
Claims  for  Compensation,  etc.,  Pro* 
cedure  adopted  by  the  Treasury 
Department,  Feb.  I,  285. 
Remnneration  of  County  and  District 
Council  Officials— Action  of  the 
Local  Government  BoanI,  Feb.  U 
286. 

Local  (Jovemment  Rules  and  Orderst 
Feb.  I,  289  ;  Feb.  £,  451. 

Probate  Duty  Grant  ~  Distribution  of 
to  Poor  Law  Unions,  delay  in,  Feb.  1^ 
292. 

Roads — I^Imurers  undertaking  mainten- 
ance and  repairs,  Feb.  1,  291. 

Statutes- Codification,  Feb.  1,  293. 

Ballot  for  Bills  and  Motions 

Motion  [Mr.  A  J.  Balfour],  Jan.  31, 160. 

Ballymacelligot  District 

Fair  Rent  Applications— Delay  in  hearing 

Q.  Mr.  FUvin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
loar,  Feb.  1,  293. 

Banbury,  Mr.  F.  Q.  [Camberwell,  Peckham] 
Out-door  Relief  (Friendly  Societies)  (No.  2> 
BiU,  2R.,  Feb.  IS,  1464. 

Bank  Notes 

Return  of  Notes  not  Presented  for  Pay- 
ment, etc.,  Feb.  1,  236. 
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Sank  of  England 

Advances  to  liovorniiient,  Co{^  of  Appli- 
cations Presented,  Feb.  S,  !)(i3.  • 

Annual  Accounts  of  Exchequer  Bills,  etc.,  ' 
Presented,  Feb.  1, 236. 

Exchequer  Bills  and  oclier  Govemmeat  ; 
Securities,  etc,  Accounts  Presented,  ' 
Jan.  31,  160. 

Bankruptcy  Court,  Ireland 

Rules — Order  in  Council  Presented,  •Mn.  31, 
159  ;  Feb.  1,  235. 

Barbed  Wire  Cutters 

South  African  AVar 

Q.  Mr.  Nussey  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynilham, 
Feb.  1,  264. 

Barlow,  Mr.  J.  E.  [Somerset,  Frame] 

South  African  War 

Reserve  Officers'  Outfit  Allowance* 
Feb.  8,  913. 

Yeomanry  CoinmisHions,  Selection  of 
Officers,  etc.,  Feb.  8,9\\. 

Bamsley  Corporation  Bill 

Standing  Orders  not  complied  with,  Feb.  13, 
1353,  1356, 

Barracks 

Malta— Insanitary  Condition  of  Barracks, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cliani- 
berUin,  Feb.  13,  1365. 

Barry  Bailvay  (SteamVoBsels)  Bill 

/.  IR.*  F^b.  a,  116.3. 


Bartley,  Mr.  O.  C.  T.  [Islington,  N.] 

Janiesion  Raid — Excuse  for  Arming  of  the 
Transvaal,  Feb.  1,  371. 


I  Bayley,  Mr.  T.  [Derbyshire,  Chesterfield] 
1  Basutoland — Native  Labour,   Hut  Tax, 
I  etc.,  Earl  Grey's  Speech,  Feb.  S,  918. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  AdminL- 

tration  of,  Feb.  A',  953. 

Bea4diL,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  BL— CbanctiUor  ot 
the  Exchequer  [Bristol,  W.] 

Eilucstion — Befonii  of  Primary  Edncstion 
in  Ireland,  Feb.  -J,  445. 

Income  Tax — Sen-ant  of  Limited  LialH' 
litv  Company  and  the  Tliree  Years' 
Average,  Feb.  U,  1235. 

Secret  Service  Fund 

ApplicatioD  for  Increase,  Frb.  .^  446. 
Unexpemled  Balance,  Feb.  S,  921. 

Soutli  African  Wai' 

Death  Duties,  Proposal  to  remit,  Fr*. 

IS,  1221. 

Stinting  Military  I'reparation^alleged, 
Jan.  31,  180. 

Taxation  of  Ireland- 
Over  Taxation  alleged,  Frb.  I09ii, 
1102. 

Cost  of  the  Wflr  in  South  Africa, 
Exemption  of  Ireland  from  ailditioiut 
Taxation  Proposed,  Feb.  /?.  12:^ 

Treasury  Bills,  Issue  of,  Feb.  1, 378. 

Beach.  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  M.  H. 

South  African  War  nnd  the  Chancellor  of 
the  Exchei[uer 

See  Chancellor  of  the  Exchei juer. 

Beckett^  Mr.  E.  W.  [York.  N.R..  Whitliy. 

South  African  War— Policy  of  the  (Jovem- 
ment,  etc.  [\'ote  of  Censure],  Frb.  J,  671] 

;  Bedford  Oas  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Frb.  0,  1027. 
,  lE,*  Feb.  IS,  1196. 


Qneen'sSpeech-The  Address. /"efc.  7,367.  'Beer  Betailers*  and  Spirit  Orocers*  Id- 
South  AhiZ  War  ^^^^^  ^ 
British  Forces,  Cotnpodtion  of,  Frb.  S, 


905. 

Customs  Duties  on  Articles  sent  to 
the  Troops,  Feb.  ti,  708. 

Political  and  Military  Poliev  of  the 
Government,  etc.  (Vote of  Censure), 
FtA.  1,  m. 

Wallace  Collection,  Opening  to  the 
Public,  >'«6.  13,  1240. 

Basingstoke  and  Alton  Light  Bailway 

Order  Presented.  Feb.  9,  1023,  1040. 

Basutoland 

Native  Labour,  Hut  Tax,  eto. — E^rl  Grey's 
Speech 


c  IB.*  Feb.  2,  410. 

Boot  Retailers'  and  Spirit  Chttcen'  Li- 
cences [Ireland]  [No.  a  ]  Bill 

c.  \E.'  Feb.  ^,  416. 

Belfast 

Police  Celts— Death  of  J.  Thompeou 

Q.    Mr.   Dalv ;  A.   Mr.  Atkin-oon. 
Feb.  IS,  1241. 

Union — Charge  against  an  Employe,  Mis- 
appropriation of  Food 
Q.  Mr.  M'Caitan;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 

Feb.  5,  587. 

Whisky  in  Bond— weak  whisky 

Q.  Mr.  W.  .lohnst^tn  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bory,  Feb.  13,  1373. 


Q.  Mr.  Bayley ;  A  Mr.  J.  nuunber-  BeUut  and  (komtj  Down  BaUway  BUI 

lain,  Feb,  3,  918.  c.  Ordered.  Feb.  9, 102". 

IIL'/V*.  i~'.il96. 

Bateman,  Lord  I 

South  African  War— Commands  at  the  Belfinm 

Front,  Feb.  IS,  1166.  I       Flax  Industry  Report,  Jan.  .TO,  47. 
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Belgium-con^.  Blnndell,  Colonel  H.  B.  H.  [Lancaahira,  Inoe] 

Stokofi,    Mr.,  murder   of—CouiiienBatioD         Antiv  —  Scheme  For  Strengthening  the 
Money  to  Widow  Army,  and  Imiiroving  Organisation  of 

Fb  5    ^  '  *'•       ^'rod"*'^.  I  Auxiliary  Forces,  etc.,  Feb.  13,  1431. 

'       ■  1        South  African  War— Conduct  of  the  Cam- 

jgj^g     ,  I  paign,  etc.,  Feb.  503. 


Flannel  Itelte  for  the  Tn«nw  in  South  j  t  j 

Africa  as  a  Precaution  a^iiinst  En-    BlytaSWOOO,  Lord 


teric  Fever  i        Volunteers— Home  Defence  Scheme,  Feb. 

Q.  Gen.  ilussell ;  .1.  Mr.  .1.  V.  Wil-  I  K>,  U85, 

liauis,  Feb.  I.?,  liSiS. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  an<l  Adiiiinifi-  1  «       .  . 
tration  of,  Feb.  s,  9(iu.  '  Armaments 

South  African  War,  Feb.  7,  887.  ^''^  African  War. 

Bexliill  and  Botherfield  Railway  Bill      '  Boer  Supremacy  in  South  Aftica 

I.        Feb.       litis.  A'ca  South  African  War. 

Bhowna«ree,  Sir  M.  M.  [Betlmal  Creen,  Boilers 

^  Steam  Engines  and  Boilers  [Persons  in 

Auckland  Mu<emn  of  Fish  Culture,  Accom-  Charge]  Bill,  See  that  Title, 

niodation   ror,  at   Soath  Kensington 

Mnseuu,,  F.  b.  8,  ftM.  Eegistratloii  and  Inspection  Bill 

India,  bxpi'nditure  Commission  Itemrt,  ,       «  n.  •  jiu.  «  aiw 
Feb.  ,s',  91'J.  \        c.  IB.    Pfo.  4UB. 

^/Vfi'^'i!''-'" I  ^  [Nottingliam,  E.] 

Ships  of  War — Precautions  against  Fiie, 
Bidiromate  or  Chromate  of  Potassium    '  ^"^^ 

Mannf^,  l,ue  ..f^  S,.edal   Factory  Ilules  1  fv^l?^f  c'Si^SS^V^^ 

Present.-,!.  /  («.  JO,  51,  Gty.  ]  t^****  "  Censore),  Feb.  6,  800. 

Biddulph,  Mr.  M.  [Hercfonlshir   Itoss]  Boocihuna^ 

Army-Government  MiUtary  Measures,        PeUtion,  JWn.  Ji,  157. 
Feb.  1?  1-2  Ki. 

Boots  for  Troops 
Bills  ,       Indian  Contracts— Prices,  etc. 

Ballot  for  I'.,;!  .—Motion  (Mr.  A.  J.  JJal-  Q*-  Mr.  Channing ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P. 

four),  J"...  .;/.  100.  Williams,  Feb.  S,  909 ;  Feb.  9,  1049. 

Govemme:  I   Hills  and  tlie  Ten  Minute  !  _  w         o      i.  « 

Ku1<  ,  Borneo — North  British  Borneo 

Oa.  .y  .  S.  MacNeill,  Mr.  Sjicaker,         Difference  between  Natives  and  Chartered 
Fe>    '. 1  ::S0.  [  Company  —  Expedition   against  Mat 

IMvate         N. that  Title.  Sailah,  &c. 

Qs.  Mr.  Weir;  A».  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Birminffaam  Corporation  [StockJ  Bill  ^'  ' 


I.  Fr.      .',  litil. 


Borough  Funds  Bill 


Birmingham  'Km^  Edward  the  Sixth]        e.lR.*  Feb.S.m. 
saooltj  '.iU 

iR  *  p.:     I  Kil  '  Bournemouth  Corporation  Bill 

I.  IH.*  Feb.  12, 1161. 

BiinifaghMw  L  iiversity  < 

College  <  Act.  1R7I-Paper  ITc- j  M*- O.-tLynn  «egU] 

senteH,  ' '.>.      uO,  68.  Anglo-German,  alleged,  Secret  Treaty, 

Terras,  etc.,  Feb.  1,  282. 

Birmingham  U:;iTersity  Mil  '      Army  — Scheme  for  Strengthening  the 

L  IR.*  FeJ  I '  lltfl.  '         Army,  and  Immiring  Oreanisation  of, 

etc..  Auxiliary  Forces,  FeS.  IS,  1280. 

3irre]l,  Mr.  A.  '"fe,  W.]  '        Ballot  for  Bills  and  Motiens,  Jan.  SI,  163. 

South-  Air '■■>•>    War  and  the  Govern-,    '    Cabinet  Committee  of  Defence,  Constitn- 
ment  0  "  "f  Censure),  »6. 513.       '         tion  and  Fnnetioos  of, /'ed.  i,  261. 
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Bowles.  Mr.  T.  Q.~ronf. 

Contraband  of  War  and  tlie  Right  of 
Search — Detention  of  Herzog,  etc.,  Feb. 
•3,  430;  Feb.  S,  907  ;  FrM.  9,  1041. 

Declaration  of  Paria,  (Queen's  Signature 
and  the  Draft  of  Declaration,  etc.,  Feb. 
2,  443. 

Electoral  Disabilities  [Military  Services] 
Bill,   Extension   to  Army  and  Navy , 

Forces,  Feb.  0,  710. 

German  Navy — Co-operation  of  Holland 
with  Germany  in  Development  of  the 
Navy,  alleged,  Feb.  l.l,  1368. 

Fersia^ — RuBsian  Railway  ConceBsioiia  in 
Northern  Persia,  Feb.  12,  1234. 

Queen's  Speech — The  Address,  Jan.  SI, 
163. 

South  African  "War 

Intervention  of  Foreign  Ciovemmeats, 

Feb.  S,  43l). 

Iriah  Attitude,  Terms  of  Peace,  etc.,  i 

Feb.  7,  868. 

Property  in  the  Rejiublica  —  Sir  A. 
Milner'a  Proclamation,  Feb.  1,  269  ; 
Feb.  9,  1042;  Feb.  IS,  1361. 

Treasury,  Constitution  and  Fanctions  of 
— Select  Committee  of  InquiiysuggeBted, 

Feb.  12,  1233.  ; 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme  and  the  Naval  Reserve  ' 

Numlterof  Itoys  enrolled 

q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Ftb. 
IS,  1238. 

Bradford  Corporation  Bill  ' 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  'J.  1028.  i 
Feb.  JS,  m~. 

I 

Bradford  and  Leeds  Light  Bailway  Order,  | 

Feb.  9,  1023,  1039. 

Brakes 

i<ee  Railways. 

Brasenose  College.  Oxford 

Statute  Presented,  Jan.  SO,  60,  68. 

Bray  and  Enniskerry  Bailway  Bill 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  U,  1028. 
IR."  Feb.  12,  1197. 

Brewery   and  Commercial  Investment 
Tnist,  Limited,  Bill 

/.  1R.»  Feb.  IS,  1183. 

Bridges 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  (1891)  Amend- 
ment Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Brighton  Corporation  Bill 

c  Oniered,  Feb.  !>.  1028. 
\R.'  Feb.  IS,  1197. 

Bristol  Water  Bill 

/.  iK.*  Feb.  IS,  1363. 
10 


British  Constitntion 

Defects  of,  as  an  Instrument  of  War— 
Maniueas  of  Salisbury's  tttatemoit 

Jan.  .SO,  30 

Os.  Sir  E.  Grey,  Feb.  U  381,  383;  Mr. 
Brvce,  Feb.  2,  471;  Sir  W. 
Hacconrt,  Feb.  3, 593 ;  Mr.  Anqnich. 
Feb.  H.  731. 

Treasury,  See  that  Title. 

British  Oas  Li^t  Company  [StaJfOTdshire 
PotteriealBill 

&  Ordered.  Fisb.  9,  1028. 
1R.»  Feb.  IS,  1197. 

British  Honduras 

Money  Orders  Convention  between  United 
States  and  British  Honduras,  Ja».Sii, 

45,  46. 

■   Report  presented,  Jan.  So,  46,  63.  t 

British  Museum 

Irish  Gold  Ornaments,  decision  as  to 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde;  A.  Mr.  A.  i. 
Balfour.  Feb.  1,  293. 

British  North  Borneo 

See  Borneo. 

British  South  Afirica  Company 

Hawksley  Correspondence,  See  that  Title. 

Broadhnrst,  Mr.  H.  [Leicester] 

South  African  WtM-— Sleeping  Helmete* 
Feb.  S,  913. 

'  Brodrick,  Bt.  Hon.  St.  John— I'nder  Secre- 
tary for  Foreign  Affiuru  [Surrey,  GmU- 

fonl] 

^  Asia — ^(j^erman  and  RuK^iaK  Railway 
I  Constniction,  Feb.  IS,  1367. 

I        Borneo,  British  North — Natives  and  tbe 
Briiiish  North  Borneo  Company,  Expe- 
I         dition  against  Mat  Sellah,  &e.,  FA.  IS, 

I  1367. 

i  China— French  Settlement  at  Shanghai— 
I  Extension,  Feb.  ti,  716. 

Contraband  of  War  and  the  R  ight  of  Search 
— Detention  of  the  "  Herzog," '  etc. ,  Feb.  S, 
I  431 ;  Feb.  8,  907 ;  Feb.  9,  1041 ;  Feb.  XS, 

1223. 

Declaration  of  Paris — Queen's  Signatore* 
Draft  of  Decliiration,  etc.,  Feb.  S,  444. 

Delagoa  Bay 

Anglo-Gennan,  alleged,  Secret  Trea^, 
Terms,  etc..  Feb.  1,  282. 

Kulway,  Delay  in  delivery  of  award, 
Feb.  8,  914. 

Transvaal  Consul— Removal  of  Mr. 
Pott,  etc.,  Feb.  6,  707. 

Egypt — Insubordination  among  Egrptian 
Troops  at  Onidurman,  Feb.  IS,  1S5. 

Germany 

Na^T  Development — Co-operation  of 
Holland,  alleged,  Feb.  IS,  1368. 

Soutli  African  Policy  —  Baron  «» 
Marschall's  Declaration,  ete.,  Feb.. 
IS,  I960.       ^  . 
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Rrodrick.  Bt.  Hon.  St.  3o\m~-cont. 

Hydrographical  Conference,  Ffh.  IS,  1235. 

"Kowsliing"  ClainiH— Nesotmtions,  etc., 
Feb.  9, 1051. 

New  Heln-uleH— Sale  of  Spirits  and  Fire- 
arnw  to  Natives,  Feb.  ISBO. 

Nicumgua  Canal  Convention  —  Clayton- 
JJiilwer  Treaty  Bights,  Feb.  8,  922. 

Osman  Digna,  Treatment  of,  Feb.  IS,  1235. 

Persia 

Rnseian  Luan 

Communication  fnim  I'ersiivn  Go- 
vernment, Feb.  9,  105'2. 

TemiFi  of,  etc.,  Feb.  0,  T16;  Feb. 
^,922. 

KuH-sian  Kaihvav  ConcessionH  in 
Northern  Persia,  Feb.  lH,  1234; 
Feb.  J.J,  1367. 

Queen's  Speecli— The  Address,  Jau.  31, 
218. 

■Samoa — Antrlo-German  Convention,  Work - 
in^r  of  new  arningements, 714. 

South  African  War 

Egyptian  Guns  and  Stores,  Feb,  8,  905. 

Gold  Mine»— Sir  A.  Milner's  Notice, 
Concurrence  of  Foreign  Powers,  etc, 
Feb.  13, 1361. 

Intervention  of  Foreign  UovernnientH) 

Feb.  S,  430. 
Policy  of  tlie  Goventinent,  etc  (Vote 

of  Censure},  Jan.  31,  218. 

Stokes,  Mr.,  nairder  of —  Compensation 
Money  to  Widow,  Feb.  1.1,  1366. 

Waima  Incident  —  Negotiations,  Feb.  5, 
578. 

Zanzibar—Customs  Duties,  Feb.  S,  923. 

Bnmi^^  and  Piccadilly-  Circua  Bulway 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1028. 
IH.*        IS,  1197. 

Brookfiald,  lb.  A.  11  [Swnex,  Ryel 

Army — Scheme  for  Strengthening  the 
Array  and  Improving  Organisation  of 
Auxiliary  Forces,  etc.,  Feb.  IS,  1382. 

South  African  War — Mismanagement,  etc. 
(Vote  of  CenBuie),  Jan.  31,  201. 

War  Office,  Charges  against  by  a  Volunteer 
Officer,  Feb.  S,  439. 


Brotherhood  Depression  Bange  Finder 

Experiments  at  Gibraltar 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUliams. 
Feb.  IS,  1229. 

Brownlow,  Earl 

HiliUiy  MeaiuTes— Military  Drill  in 
Schooli»  etc.,  Feb.lt,  1188. 
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'  Brjrce,  Bt.  Hon.  J.  [Aberdeen,  South] 

British  Constitution  and  the  South  African 
War— Prime  Minister's  Statement,  Feb. 
i,  471. 

Cape  Dutch,  J.oyalty  of,  Feb.  £,  469. 
Jameson  Ilaid  and  the  South  African  War, 
Feb.  ^,  457. 

'       South  African  War 

lloer  Suprciaacy  in   South  Afriea, 
alle-jed    conspiracy   between  the 
Oraut;c  Free  State  and  the  Trans- 
vaal, Feb.  2,  468, 
Policy  of  the  Government  (Vote  of 
,  Censure),  Feb.  2,  456. 

Settlement  after  the  War,  Feb.  3,  473, 
;  Uitlanders'  Grievances,  Feb.  2,  458. 

Buchanan,  Mr.  T.  B.  [Alrerdecnshire,  East] 
,        Army— Scheme   for   Strengthen  in «  the 
Army,  Cost  of  the  War  in  Soutli  Africa, 
etc.,  Feh.  IS,  1316. 
Army  Estimates,  Lssuc  of,  to  ilemliers. 
Fib.  IS,  1364. 
i  India— Troops  outside  the  Frontier,  Ex- 
penditure, Feb.  5,  576. 

South  African  War 

Policy  of  the  Government,  etc.  (Vote 

of  Censure),  Jav.  .11,  192. 
Transport— Return,  llate-s  for  Ships, 

etc.,  including  in  Return,  Feb.  6, 

574. 

,        Treasury'  Bills,  Issue  of,  Fvh.  /,  278. 

'  Buckingham,  Towcester  and  MetropoUtan 
Junction  Bailway  Bill 

I       e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1028. 
IK." /'e6.  if,  1197- 

Bncklaud  Museum  of  Fish  Culture 

I       Accommodation  for,  at  South  Kensing- 
ton Museum. 
(  Q.  Sir  M.   Bhownnggree ;  A.  Mr. 

j  Ritchie,  Feb.  8,  920. 

,  Building  Societies 

I        Annual  Keport,  Feft.  1,  236. 

'  Bundar  Abbas 

I       Customs  of  the  Port  and  Kusuan  Loan  to 

Q.  Mr.  Yerhurgh ;  4.  Mr.  Brodrick. 
i  Feb.  G,  716. 

j  Russian  Railway  Concessions  in  Northem 
I  Persia. 

i  Qa.  Mr.  Drage,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  At, 

I  Mr.  Brodnck,  Feb.  IS,  1234. 

'  "Bundesratli" 
,        Right  of  Search 

j  O.  Mr   Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 

j  Balfour,  Feb.  IS,  1222. 

I  Buighdefe,  Lord 

j  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Slaughter  of 
!  Cattle,  etc.,  Feb.  IS,  1354. 

I  Burial  Law  Bef  orm 

I       tf.  Mr.  C.  WiUianw ;  A.  SirM.  W.  Ridley 
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Bnnley  Coxporation  Bill 

/.  lE-'j-eft.  i»  1162. 

Burns,  Vb.  J.  [BatterMen] 

Sooth  African  War— Policy  ()f  tlie  Govern- 
ment, etc.  (Vote  of  Censure),  Feb.  6,  781. 

Bury  and  District  Water  (Transfer)  BiU 

I.  In.*  Feb.  13,  116*2. 

Business  of  House 
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Sir  H.  fampbell-Bannennan,  Mr. 
Louj!;li,  Mr.  .1.  Redmond,  Mr.  J. 
Lowther,  Mr.  Woods,  Sir  T. 
Ksmonde,  Mr.  D.  A.  Tlioniaa  ;  As. 
Mr.  A.  J.  UaJfoor,  Feb.  S,  938,  939, 
940,041. 

Address  in  Answer — Kii»-inew*  of  the  Honse 
on  ConcluBion  of  the  Debate. 
Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas  J  A.  Mr,  A.  J. 
Jialfonr,  Feb.  C.  72". 

Exemption    from    Standing   Order,  See 

Sittings  and  Adjoumiuentaof  tlie  Houae, 
Financial  Itusinesn — Precedence  on  Tuea- 

days,  Notice  of   Motion  (Mr.  A.  .1. 

Balfour),  Feb.  !),   1060;  MotioD  (Mr. 

A.  J.  Balfoor),  Feb,  14,  1248. 

Butler,  Sir  W. 

Sec  South  African  War. 

Buxton,  Mr.  S.  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  Poplar] 

South  African  War  and  the  (iovemment, 
etc.  (Vote  of  Consuie),  Jnn.  3i,  178. 

By-Blections 

See  Titles,  New  Writs,  and  New  Members 
Sworn. 

Cabinet- Oonunittee  of  Defence 

Constitution  and  Functions  of 

V.  Mr.  G.  IJowIes;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.  Feb.  1,  261. 

Cable  Gommunicaton 

Africa,  South— New  Cable  to  Australia, 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company's  Con- 
cessions 

Q.  Mr.  Hoganj  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  1,  282. 

France  —  Iteduction  of  Rates  for  Press 
(Night)  TelegraraB,  Jan.  SO,  46,  64. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme 

Correspondence  relating  to.  Jati.  SO, 
49,  67. 

Delay  in  Proceedings 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A .  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  I,  281. 

Oaime  Valley  Lifl^t  Bailway 

Order  Presented,  Feb.  9, 1033,  1040. 

Caledonian  BailTay  Bill 

/.  IR.'  Feb.  IS,  1353. 

Campbell-Bannennan,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  H. 

[Stirling  Burghs.] 
Army  —  Strengthening   and  Improving 
Organisation  of  Regular  and  Auxiliary 
Forces — Government  Scheme,  Feb.  12, 
1277. 

Ballot  for  Bills  and  Motionts  Jaa.  3t,  62. 
12 


Campbell-Bannennan,  Bt-  Hon.  Sir  H.— 

cont. 

Business  of  the  House.  Feb.,  S,  938 

Financial  Buuneaa  —  Precedenoe  on 
Tuesday,  Feb.  IS,  1249. 

Compulsory  Military  Service,  Feb.  U,  1270. 

Queen's  Speech— The  Address,  Jan.  SO, 
60,  80,  97.  98,  101.  106,  109  ;  FtH.  «. 
803. 

Conduct  and  Courtesy  of  Debate — 
Speeches  on  the  Govt- miuent  ttide  of 
the  House,  Feb.  1,  391. 

Termination  of  Debate,  Jan.  Jl,  232 ; 
Feb.  1.  397- 

South  African  War 

Boer  Armaments  and  Strength  of  the 

Enemy,  Jan.  SO,  9U. 

Glencue,  Occupation  of — Queciticni  of 
Policy,  Jan  SO,  95,  109. 

Government  and  the  War— Want  of 
Knowledge.  Judgment,  etc.  (Vot« 
of  Censure),  Jan.  JO,  81;  Feb,  1, 397 ; 
Feb.  a,  803. 

Oran<;e  Free  State  joining  tlie  TnuBH- 
vaal,  Jan.  JO,  91. 

Camperdown,  Earl 

Spion  Kop— Boer  treatment  of  British 
vonndetl,  Feb.  S,  000. 

Canada 

Alaska  Boundary'  Dispute— Exchange  vt 
Notes,  Jan.  30 ,  45. 

Crofter  Colonisation  Scheme,  Report,  Jam, 
30,  46,  61. 

Paci6c  Cable,  See  that  Title. 
South  African  War 

Medical  Contingent,  Refusal  by  War 
Office 

Q.  Gen,  lAurie;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  Feb.  9,  1046. 
OfTerR  of  Troops— Refusal  of  Cavaliy 
by  the  War  Oftice 
Q.   Mr.   Hedderwick  .   A.  Sir. 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  S,  428. 

Cape  Colony 

Guns — Number  of  Gun»,  etc.,  previouit  to 
the  Outbreak  of  Hostilities. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  3,  1044  ;  y.  Sir  C.  DUke; 
A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfoor,  Feb.  12,  1219. 
Military  Hospitalfi — Defects,  etc. 

Q.  Dr.  (anjuharson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  8,  908. 
Milner'it,  Sir  A.,  Staff— Appointmrait  of 
Mr.  F.  H.  WUson 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  .4.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain,  Feb  8, 1044. 
{See  also  South  African  War). 

Cape  Dutch 

Loyalty  of,  and  the  South  African  War 
References   to,  in   Debata  on  tha 
Address,  Feh.  Z,  469,  509. 

Cardiif 

Coal  Supply  for  National  I'urpoHes— Firm 
Contracting  to  Snpply  Foreit-B 
Government  with  400,000  Tim, 
allied 
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Cardiff— fo»^ 

Q.  Gen.  Kiit<»ell  ;  .(.  Mr.  Gosohen, 

Feb.  fi,  575  , 
Q.  Earl  of  Dunraven  ;  A.  Marquess  of  .  Q-  •      ^I""-  Hanbary^ 

Lanadowne,  t'eb.  5.  5ttl.  i 


Cttntral  Telegrai^  Office 

Holiday  Arranjjenienta 

I.  Mr.  Steadm 
Feb.  9,  1058, 


Cardiff  Corporation  Bill 

I.  IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1162. 

Standing  Ordera  not  Complied  with,  . 
Feb.  9,  1022,  1027.  > 

Carriage  Licences 
Dublin 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  i 

A',  936. 

Oairin^n,  Sir  F. 

Commands  at  the  Front 

Os.   Lonl    Bateman,    Marquess  of 

Lansdow-ne,  Feb.  U,  1166. 
V-  Mr.  Ooghill ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndliam, 

Feb.  6,  701. 

CarBon,  Bt.  Hon.  £.  [Dublin  University] 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act  [1898]  ! 
Amendment  Bili,  2r.,  Feb.  I4, 1602. 

Carferidces 

Defective  Wehley  Cartridges 

Q.  Mr.  H-dilerwick  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  ! 
ham,  Feb.  J,  567, 

Castleisland  District 

Pair  Rent  Applications.  Delay  in  Hearing 
Q.  Mr,  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr,  ! 
Fd>.  2,  293.  I 

Gasnal  labourers  ] 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act  Extension  ' 
Q.  Mr.  Field  j  ^1.  Sir  M.  White-  • 
Ridley,  Feb.  t,  285.  ; 

GatUe 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  See  that  Title,  j 

Cavan 

Police  Force  —Number  of  Police,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  9, 1058.  j 

Cecil,  Mr.  E.  [Herts,  Hertford]  • 

South  African  War  and  the  Goremment,  ' 
etc.,  (Vote  of  censure),  Jan  30, 146  i 

Celtic  Gh>ld  Oraaments  i 

British  Mu:4Bum  and  the  Puroliase  of  Irish  I 
Gohl  ( Imament-s  I 
Q.  f4ir  T.  Edmonde;  .1.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bal/onr,  Feb.  1,  293. 

Censorship  of  War  News 

letters  of  War  Correspondpnta 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Fth.  1,  268. 

Oiil;^oin<,'  Tde^jranis 

Q.  Mr.  L.  Mortian  ;  .1.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
A.  Feb.  S,  437, 


Chamberlain  Bt.   Hon.   J.— Secretary  of 
State  for  tlie  Colonies  [  Birniingliara,  W.], 

Australasian  Federation — Common  wealth. 
Bill,  Date  of  Introduction,  etc.,  Feb.  9, 
1051. 

Basutoland — Native  Labour,  Hut  Tax,, 
etc.,— Earl  Grey's  Siieecli  Feb.  5,918. 

Borneo— Itritish  Nortli  Borneo,  Differences 
between  Native^  and  Chartered  Com- 
pany, Expedition  against  Mat  Sellali, 
etc.,  Feb.  6,  ~U. 

Cable  from  South  Africa  to  Australia — 
Eastern  Telegraph  Company's  Conces- 
sions, Feb.  J,  282. 

Gibraltar — Sanitary  Condition  of  Town, 
and  Garrison,  Feh.  .'>,  577. 

Gold  Coast  Raihva\-s  —  Cape  Coast  to- 
Axim,  etc.,  Feb.  tV,'9l8. 

Hawkaley  Correspondence 

"  Inddpemlance  Beige."  Publication,. 
Feb.  1,  2.-18. 

Laying  upon  the  Table  of  the  Houae>. 

Feb.  '>,  567. 

Letter  U»  Eai  l  Grey,  Feb.  3,  428. 

Jamaica  Legislative  Council — Nominated 
and  ElecteiJ  NuiiiWrn,  Action  of  the 
Governor,  etc.,  Feb.  G,  715. 

Malta  Barracks,  Insanitary  Condition  of,. 
Feb.  IS,  1.S63. 

Miluer's  Sir  A.,  Staff— Appointment  of 
Mr.  F.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  9,  1044. 

Newfoundland  Treaty  Shore  Que,ation,. 
Negotiations  with  France,  alleged,  Feb.  t, 
443. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme— Delay  in  Pro' 
ceedingB,  Feb  1,  281. 

Queen's  Speech— The  Aihlress,  Feb.  S,  491, 
Feb.     tiOe,  609,  666. 

Rom,  Colonial  Rum  —  Excise  Dutin.- 
Feb.  13,  1365. 

Sierra  Leone  Campaign  Medals— Natives- 
guilty  of  unlawful  acts,  Feb.  9, 1050. 

South  African  Critis- Negotiations,  etc., 
Sir  E.  Clarke's  Statement,  Feb.  i',  491. 

South  Afrioan  War 

British  Subje<-ts  t^mmandeored  by 
the  Enemy  —  Sli«oting  of  J. 
MT^eliliin  for  refusing  to  tight, 
alleged.  Feb.  .;,  ms  ;  Feb.  H,  906. 

Cliaplains  —  Australian  Contingent, 
Ronmn  Ciitholic  Chatilains,  Feb.  1. 
2(i!). 

Greene,  Mr.  Conynjjliam  and  Mr.. 
Cbamberliiin.  Interviews  between, 
Feb.  a,  431). 

High  Treaxon  at  the  Cape,  alleged— 
Case  of  JL  du  Plessis,  Feb.  G,  703i 
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tawmberlain,  Et.  Hon.  S.-ront  '  01iaplains-co«'- 

South  African  War-cow*.  ,       Yeomiinry  and  the  South  African /Ww- 

.          .  ot    ..■                         Suceested  AppomtmeDts 

Mafekin?  Station  Master,  Shooting,  i                  ^ari  Egerton,  Man^aess  of  Iaib- 


allesed,  Feb.  6,  702. 
Natal,  Defence  of— Plan  of  Campaign, 
»6.  J,  267. 

Political  and  Military  Policy  of  the 
Government  —  Want  of  Foresight, 
Juilgnient,  etc.  (Vote  of  Censure) ;  \ 
Feb.  5,  602,  609,  66G. 

Property   in   tlie  Republics— Sir  A. 
\lilner'a  Proclamation,  Feb.  i,  269  ;  | 
Feb.  0,  1043. 
Uitlander  Volunteern  —  fJovemor  of  ; 
Natal's  Offer,  Number  of  Volunteers 
enrolled,  etc.,  Feb.  .5,  560. 
Tonga^Mr.  B.  Thomas'n  Mission,  Anplo-  i 
(  Jerman  Convention,  Feb.  6,  714;  Feb. 
1.1,  1365.  I 
WaiTcn'8,SirC.— Expedition  (1885)— Atti-  ; 
tude  of  the  Orange  Free  State,  F(A.  G,  \ 

7oa  I 
ChamberlaiiTa,  Mr.,  Speech  at  Leicester 

On.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Jan.  SO,  14, 19.  1 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  visit  to  Dnblin  ! 

Conduct  of  Trinity  College  Students,  etc  '< 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour,  < 
Feb.  S,  446.  ! 

ChancfiiUor  of  tiie  Duchy  of  Lancaster- 
Lord  James  of  Herefard. 

<3iancellor  of  the  Exchequer 

Sir  >L  Hicks- Beacli  (Sec  Beacli). 

Stinting  the  Military  Preiuirations,  alleged 
Os.  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Jan.  SO, 
32;  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beacli,  Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Jan.  SO,  180— Personal  Ex- 
planation (Marquew  of  Salisbury), 
Feb.  1,  237. 

Channing,  Mr.  F.  A.  [Nortlianipton,  East]  j 

Army — Government   Military   PropOBal,  • 
Feb,  13,  1291. 

Boots  for  Troops  —  Indian  Contracts, 
IMces,  etc.,  F^.  8,  909 ;  Feb.  9,  1049. 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

Information    as   to    Prevalence   of  j 
Diseaae  in  Foreign  Countrioa,  F^. 

^,927. 

Norfolk  Outbreak,  Feb.  S,  928. 
South  African  War 

Boer  Armaments  anit  Strengtii  of  the  ; 

Enemy— Sir  W.  Bucler'sDispatches, 

Feb.  i,  255  ;  Feb.  427. 
Uoveminent — Vote  of  Ceniur&  je6.  S, 

638. 

Chaplains 

Australian  Contingent  in  South  Africa — 
Roman  Catholic  Chaplains 
Mr.  T.  Comui ;  ^  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berUiit,  Fet.  ^  269. 
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downe,  Feb.  6,  686,  68, 

Ch&IlUQ.Bt.  Hon.  H.— President  of  the  I<oesl 
Government  Board  [Lincolnshire,  Slea- 
fordl. 
Land 

(■orapulsory  Hiring  of  Land,  Number 

of  Orders,  etc.,  Feb.  5,  590. 
Sales  by  Municipal  Corporations,  Feb. 
IS,  1236. 

Old  Aqc  l^ensions— Number  of  PenMHK 
fnlHlling  conditions  for  recei^  in;',  etr.. 
Feb.  t;;,  1236. 

Chari^  Cross,  Enston  and  Hampsteid 
Hallway  £ill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  0,  1028. 
In.*  Feb.  IS,  1198. 

Charing  Cross  and  Bbrand  Electridlgr 

Supply  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1028. 
IR.*  Fi:b.  12,  1198. 

Charitable  Endowments  [London] 

Returns  Presented,  FA.  J,  563. 

Charities 

Ihirbain,  County  of — Retnm  Ordered 
[Mr.  (irant  Uwson],  Feb.  U,  1465. 

Montgomery,  County  of — Return  Ordered 
[Mr.  Grant  Lawson],  Feb.  14,  1466. 

i  Cheap  Tndns  Bill 

I       c.  IB.*  Feb.  S,  413. 

Chelsea  Hospital 

Aecount  Presoited,  Feb.  12, 1106,  1217. 

I  Chelsea  Water  Bill 

I       r.  Onlered,  FiA.  9,  1028. 
\  IR'/Vfr.  ij?,  1198. 

Chonical  Works 

Factor}-  and  Workshop  Knles,  Jan.  SO,  51. 

Cheshire  Lines  Oonunittee  Bill 

c.  <»nlerei!,  Feb.  'J,  1028. 
iK.'  Feb.  IS,  119S. 

Chestw,  Bishop  of 

I>eed»  of  HeroisiM,  Conniienioration  ia 
Elementary  Schools,  Proposal 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh;  .4.  Sir  J.  Gorrt, 

Feb.  IS,  1360. 

Chief  Secretary  for  Ireland 
Right  Hon.  ii.  W.  Balfour. 

Children 

Imbecile  [Training  Institutions]  Bill,  Sti 
that  Title. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  to  Chiblrea 
Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Vagrantfl'ChildrciiiProtectioD  Bill,  .*iee  thMt 
mie. 
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C3iina 

France  in  China— Extension  of  Shanghai 
Settlement 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  ;  A.  Mr.  Hrodrick, 
Feb.  0,  716. 

'*  Rowshing  "  Claims — Negotiations,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Provand ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  9,  1051. 

Trade  Reports,  Jan.  SO,  47  ;  Feb.  1, 234. 


Civil  Services  and  Revenue  Departments 

Appropriation  Awouiits  Presented,  Jun. 
SI,  160. 

Circulation  of  the  EHtiniate» 

Q.  Mr.  Buclianan  j  A.  Mr.  Hanhary, 
Feb.  IS,  1373. 

Otimates  and  Memorandum  Presenteil, 
Feb.  S,  903. 

Supplementary  Estimate  Presented,  Feb. 
12,  1217  ;  i-ch.  14,  1465. 


Chipping  Bifle  Bange 

Light  Railway  from  LongridM  to  Chipping  Clackmannan  and  Kinross 
Q.  Mr.  Toralinson ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhani,  ■      r  . 

Feb  5  BIS  ^e^v  ^yvit,  Jan.  30,  54— 


Feb.  S,  918. 

Cbristmas  and  Gocos-Keeling  Islands 
Report  Presented,  Jan.  .iO,  46,  63. 

Ohnich  IMscqiline 

Legifttation 

g.  Mr.  Warner ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  ; 
Feb.  i.293. 

Ohnrch  Discipline  Bill 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  S,  416. 

Ohnrch  Tempoialitiea,  Ireland 

Report,  Feb.  /,  236  ;  Feb.  5,  563. 

Ohnieh's  Patent  Bill 

\^*Feb.  IJ,  1182. 

Circuit  System 

See  Assizes. 

City  of  London  Electric  Lighting  Bill 

c.  Onlereil.  Feb.  9,  1028. 
In.*  Feb.  If,  1108. 

Ci.1^  of  London  [Various  Powers]  Bill 

c.  Ordered.  Feb.  9,  1020. 
\IL*  Feb.  IS,  1100. 

City  and  South  London  Baalvay  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1028. 
IR.*  Feb.  J3,  1108. 

Civil  Contingencies  Fond 

AcconutB  Presented,  Feb,  S,  004. 

Civil  Disturbances 

Expenses  of   Troops    Employed— Local 
and  Imperial  Charges. 

Q.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  IS,  1364. 


New  Member 


Sworn,  Jan.  54, 


Clancy,  Mr.  J.  J.  [Dublin  Co.,  NorthJ 

TasatioQ  of  Ireland— Amenttment  to  the 
.Vddress,  Feb.  Ji,  1003. 

Clare 

Congested  Districts — Im-luding  the  whole 
of  Clare  Couuty  in  S;li»luIo 
Districts 

V.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Plun- 
kett,  Feb.  13,  1246. 
Extra  Police  Charga",  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  9, 1057. 

Clark,  Dr.  Gt.  B.  [Caithness] 

Highlands  of    ScotUnd  —  Deer  ForeKts, 
etc...  Crofters'  and  Cottars*  tirie%'ances, 
;  Feb.  S,  980. 

South  African  War — Boer  Problem,  etc., 

Ffh.  7,  850. 

Warren's,  Sir  C,  Expedition  in  1883 — 
Attitude  of  the  Urange  Free  State- 
Feb.  6,  703. 

Clarke,  Sir  E.  [Plymouth] 

South  African  War — Policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, Negotiation)!,  etc  (Vote  of  Cen- 
sure), F^.  g,  488. 

\  Clayton-Bolwer  Treaty 
See  Nicaragua  CanaL 

Cleethorpes  Gas  Bill 
1K.»  Feb.  12,  1163. 

Clerk  of  the  House  of  Commons 
t      See  House  of  Commons. 

Clifden,  Viscount 

RepresentatiTe  Peers  for  Ireland 
Petition,  Feb.  1,  233. 
RiKhttoroteestabU»hed,Fe&.  IS,  1161, 


1353. 


Civil  Servants  ; 
'  PromoUon  of  Abstractors  \ 

Q.  CoL  Dalbiae;  X  Mr.  Hanbury, :  Olontarf  Urban  DirtrictOomifiil^ 
Feb,  8, 926.  j       e.  Orderwl.  Feb.  9,  1020. 

VolanteerB,FayandAllpwaneesforyolun-  <         IR**       1^,  UM. 
tcers  in  Sonth  Africa. 
Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  Han- ,  CI*'**"*  for  Troope  in  South  AMc* 
bury,       6, 707.  See  Sonth  African  War. 
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Clyde  Navigation  Bill 

I.  Ml.*  Feb.  IS,  nm. 

Coal 

Exports,  etc,  Return  Ordered  [Mr.  D.  A. 
Thomaa],  Feb,  6,  690. 

Cardiff  Firm  contractine  to  supply  Foreij^ 
Government  vii&i    40U,000  Tons, 

alleged 

Q.  Gen.  RusBell ;  A.  Mr.  Coschen, 
Feb.  5,  576 ;  Q.  Earl  of  Dunraven  ; 
A.  Marquess  of  Lanadowne,  Feb.  5, 
561. 

Emergency  Contracts  and  the  Navy 

Qs.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomaa;  As.  Mr. 
Goehen,  Feb.  0\  712  ;  Feb.  8,  916. 

Coal  nines  Regolation  Acta  Amendment 
BiU 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  .2,  414. 

Coal  Mines  Begulation  Bill 

p.  IB.* /"eft.  J?,  430; 

Coastguards 

Telephonic  Communication 

Q.  Sir  C.  Gall ;  A.i/Lx.  Goechen,  F(^. 
6,  713. 

Co^eshall  Light  fiailway 

Order  Presented,  Feb.  9.  1023. 

Coghill,  Mr.  D.  H.  [Stoke-npon  Trent] 
South  African  War 

Carrington,  Gen.  Sir  F. — OflFer  for 
Service  in  South  Africa,  Feb.  tl,  701.  | 

Newspapers  for  the  Troops — Non- ' 
delivery,  alleged,  Feb.  6,  709.  | 

Coinage  } 

Australian  Mints — Coinage  of  Silver 

Q,  Mr.  Hogau ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
FA.  13,  1374. 

Oolenso  Battle 

Naval  Brigade — Despatches 

Com.  Young;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Fefe.  5,  576. 

College  Charter  Act,  1871 

Birmingham  University,  -SVc  that  Title. 

Colomb,  Sir  J.  [Great  Yarmouth] 

Army — Strengthing  and  Improving  Or- 
KaniKation  of  the  K^ular  and  Auxiliary 
Poroes-^ovemment  Proposals,  Fvh. 
1312. 
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Artillery  Changes  by  the  War  OHice  in 
1887,  Feb.lJ,  VMi. 

Definition,  Feb.  U,  1045. 

Old  Aye  Pensions— Kelief  of  Sufl'erers  l^- 
the  War,  Fib.  !..',  I'Zti). 

Colonial  Bank  Bill 

f.  Ordered,  /V/*.  f,  lO'ii). 

iR.*  Fib.  /,.',  \m. 

Colonial   Marriages   LDeceased  Wife's 
Sister]  Bill 
r.  !».*  Feb.  S,  417. 
16 


Colonial  Beports  Presented 

Annual  Series,  Jftn.  SO,  46,  83. 

Colonies 

Imperial  Federation 

0.  Earl  of  Sliafte-slmrj',  Jan.  10. 

Bum,  Local  E.vcise  Duties  on 

Q.  Mr,  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  IJ,  1305. 

Sooth  Africiin  War  —  (.'olonial  Contin- 
gents, etc.,  See  South  African  War 
—  Australian  Contingents,  CaniKliaa 
Contingent-*,  etc. 

{See  also  Names  of  Colonies.) 

Colville,  Mr.  J.  [Lanark  N.E.] 

Transports,  Sjieed  of,  Feb.  2,  437. 

Commands  at  the  Front 

.See  South  African  War. 

Oommwcial  Education 

Educational  Granti^,  Extension  to  Coiu 
mercial  Snbjectts 
Q.  Sir  A.  Hollit;  A.  Sir  J.  lkw«t, 
leb.  IS,  1239. 

Commercial  Union  Assnrance  Conqiaay 
Bill 

l.\R.*  Feb.  U,  1103. 

Committees 

House  of  Conmions  —  Appc^tment  d' 
Committees 

Selection,  Committee  of,  Feb.  tf,  891. 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  /V&. 
690. 

Temporary  Chairman  of  Gomniiltces 
Feb.  IS,  1362 

House  of  Lords — Appointment  of  Com- 
mittees. 

Hoose  of  I<onls  Offices,  Select  Com- 
mittees. Feb.  ff,  408. 

Selection,  Committee  of,  for  the  Stand- 
ing Committee,  Feb.  403. 

Selection,  Committee  of,  Feb.  S,  404. 

Standing  Cummitt«e,  Feb.  ^,  403. 

Standing  Orders  Committee,  Feb.  .', 
4U3. 

Commissions    for    Non  -  Commissioned 
Officers 

See  South  African  War  -Promotion  fnm 
the  Kanks. 

Commonwealth  Bill 

See  An»>tralasian  Fedcr.\tion. 


Companies  Acts  Amendment  [No.  2]  Kll 

iR.*  Feb.  J,  i-IX 

Companies  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

r.  IR.  Feb.  l-J,  1257.  ^  . 
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Companies  Acts  Amendmeut  fNo.  21  Bill 

Ministers  of  the  Ciown  aod  Directorships 
of  Companies 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Bitchie, 
Feb.  1379. 

Oomiiaiues  [Winding-op]  Act,  1890 

General  Rnles  Presented,  Feb.  $,  102% 
IMl. 

Compensation  for  Damage  to  Orops  Bill 
e.  1R.*/V6.  ^,438. 

Oompulsory  Seirice 

See  ConHcriptlon.  ' 

Condon.  Vx,  T.  J.  [Tipperary,  Eaatl  I 

Local  Government  [Irelandl  Act  [1898]  I 
Amendment  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  14, 1612.  > 

Oonsested  Districts  Board,  Ireland 

Clare  Coanty  to  be  tndnded  in  the  , 

Snhednle  District!*  ' 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  Plun- 
kett,  Feb.  IS,  124«. 

Sigo's,  Marqnem  of,  E^te — CfKrespon- 
dence 

Q.  Dr.  Ambroae;  A.  Mr.  Plnnkett, 
Feb.  9,  1059. 

WflStport  Landlords  desirous  of  sellinj? 
Estates,  Congested  Districts  Board  ' 
refusing  to  purcliase 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  ^ 
FOtt  13, 1S75. 

Ocmgested  Districts  Botud  [Scotland] 

Crofters'  Grievances  —  Debate  on  the  i 
Addrws.  Feb.  8,  976. 

Ccmgested  Belief  [Scotland]  Act  I 

Balance  of  Money  Granteil 

Q.  Mr.  Hecldervlck:  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  Feb.  S,  .182. 

Congo  Free  State  1 

Murder  of  Mr.  Stoke»— Campensation  to  ' 
Widow 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  n,  1366.  ) 

CoimauB:ht  BxogerB  and  the  South  African 
War 

C  tnrt  Martial  of  Major,  alleged 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  j 
ham.  Feb.  5,  570.  | 

Ckmseription  and  Oompulsory  Military, 
Senrice  { 

On.  Manjuefw  of  Salisbnry,  Jan.  SO,  31 ; 
Earl  of  Itoneltery,  Jan.  30,  38  ;  Marquess 
of  lAnf(lowne,  Feb.  IS,  1182  ;  Mr.  Wynd- 
li<vm.  Fch.  IS,  1260:  Sir  H.  Campbell- 
Bannerman,  Feb.  1279. 

Kefereiices  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Addreu, 
J»a.  SO,  11,31,38. 

Consolidated  Fnnd 

Abstrnvt  Account  Presented,  Jan.  31,  159. 
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Constabulary,  Boyal  Irish 

Cavan— Number  of  Police,  etc., 

g.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son,  FOi.  9, 1058. 

Clare— Extra  Police  Cbaiges,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Bedmond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  9, 1058. 

Kerry.  Extra  Police  in  County  Kerry 
Q.  Mr.  Flarin;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.8,m. 

Leave  of  Absence,  Snspenrion  of,  allwnd 

Q.  Mr.  Dalv :  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb, 
13,  1374. 

Pensions— Iletum  Presented,  Ft^.  1,  331. 

Tatlow— Extra  Poliee 

Q.  Mr.  Shea;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, iVd. 
13,  1378. 

Consular  Jurisdiction 

Orders  in  Council  under  Foreign  Jaria- 
diction  Act  Presented,  /VA.  I,  234. 

Contagions  Diseases,  Animals 

Foot  and  Minth  Db«ease,  See  that  Title. 

Continental  Powers  and  Great  Britain 
France  —  llritish  Ambassador  at  Paris, 
Teiiiporar}'  Absence 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four. Feb.  la,  1233. 

Harcourt,  Sir  W. ,  on,  Feb.  5,  608 
Press  "  Warfare  " 

0.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Jan.  30, 13. 

Oontrahand  of  War 

Delagoa  Bay,  see  tliat  Title. 

Food  Stuffs  as  Contraband 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  6,  708. 

Right  of  Search 

"  Bundesrath  " 

Q.   Mr.   Hedderwick;    A.  Mr. 
Brodrick,  Feb.  13,  1222. 

"Herzog"— Count  vonBUlow's  Speech, 
etc. 

0.  Lord  E.  Fitzmaiirice,  Jan.  SO, 
131. 

I  Qi.  Mr.  ii.  Bowles;  At.  Mr. 

Brodrick,  Feb.  S,  430;  FeA.  8^ 
907  :  Ffh.  9,  1041. 
Q.   Mr.  Hedderwick;'^.  Mr. 
,  Brodrick,  Feb.  IS,  1222. 

I  Ctm-victs 

I  Penal  Servitude  Acts  —  Conditional 
j         Licences,  Jan.  JO,  6%  65 ;  Feb.  5,  549. 

'  Cooke,  Kr.  0.  W.  B.  [Hereford] 

Rifle  Ranges— Number  of  Ranges  closed, 

etc,  Feb.  1,  275  ;  Feb.  9,  1050. 

j  South  African  War— Majs,  Suneys,  etc., 
I         Feb.  1, 263. 

I  Copyrighted  Bate  Books  in  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Feb.  2,  449. 
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Corbett,  Mr.  A.  C.  [Glasgow,  Tradeston]        CoontT  and  City  of  DnUis  Electric  Light- 

Ornban  Homes.  Scotland— Children  re-  Bill 
fus^  Public  Education,  Feb.  8,  923.  Petition  referred  to  Standing  CommitbeeB, 

~,  I       Standing  Orders  not  complied  with,  Feb.  9, 

Fair  Rent  Apirtications  inao  TfWT 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  G.W.  Balfour,  '"^ 

Feb.    448.               „  ,     .  Ooim1i.of  London  and  Brush  ProvtocW 

Harbour  —  Hlotage  Byelaw.  Order  in  Electlie  Lighting  Bill 

CouncU  Presented,  Fel.  1,  234.  ^  Ordered,  Feb.  9.  1029. 

Muzzling  Order  IB.*  Feb,  12, 1199. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Pliinkett, 

Feb.  9, 1059.  Oonrtney,  Ur.  [Cornwall,  Bodmin] 

Post  OiHM-Extension  of  BnildinRs  South  African  W'arand  theGoi-emment- 

V.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  Vote  of  Censure,  Feb.  S,  682. 
/■<■&.  /,  287. 

Stamp  Oftice,  Transfer  of,  to  mwe  con-  OoTWtry  Corporation  Bill 

^«    H    .        '       e.  Ordeml.  iVA.  9.  1029. 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Hiuibury,  m*  »va  /■>  iiga 

Feb.  xcw.  i...  *i«F. 

:  Oowes  Pier  Bill 
Cork,  Earl  of  !      /.  Ir."  Feb.  i$.  1162. 

Yeomanry,  Imperial— Delay  in  Tnuinport 

to  the  Front,  Feb.  G,  089.  '  Granlvook  and  Tonterdm  light  Hallway 

«   ^  ™   ^  m__  -Bill  I       Order  Ptesenteil,  Feb.  9,  103S,  1009. 

Cork  Electric  Tramways  BUI  '  v-,  . 

Standing  Orders  complied  with,  Feb.  IS,  Orew  AccOSl]nodati<Hl  on  MffWhlHrt  SQllpi 

1^^^-  Q.  Mr.  Harelock  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Ritdiie, 

Feb  13  1238 

Cork,  Bandon  and  South  Coast  Railway  .  ">  • 

Bill  j  Crimean  War 

/.  lit.*  Feb.  12,  116+.  I       Comparison  with  South  African  War 

>.  SirC.  Dilke.  iVA.  7,  296. 

Cornwall,  Duchy  of 

Account  Presented,  Feb.  1, 236. 

Corporal  Punishment  Bill 

c.  In.*  Ft'h.  410. 


Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Vetnans 

Irish  Veterumi,  Inmates  of  Workliousw 

Q.  Mr.  FIa>  in  ;  A.  Iifr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  C,  712. 

Urquhart,  H.,  Case  of 

Corporations  q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P. 

Land  Sales  William^,  Feb.  ti,  711. 

y.  Sir  W.  Voftter;  A.  Mr.  CUaidin,  ,       WidowB  of  Crimean  Soldiers  and  tlie 
Feb.  JA  1230.  ,  SoldierK  Effects  Fuml 

Q.  Sir  J.  Ung;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
County  CesB,  Ireland  !  liams,  Feb.  ts,  015. 

Agricultural  Grant 

Q.  Capt.  Donelan;  A,  Mr.  W.  o. ,  CriminalLawaudFrpeediirellrelaiidlAet, 

Balfour,  Feb.  1, 290.  I        [1887]>  BepealBiU 

'        c.  IE,*  Feb.  S,  417. 

c  lit  *  Feb  ^  413  Colonisation  Soheme,  Report,  Jan.  30,46, 

_      ,      _       .„                     ^.  „  I       Deer  Forests— Amendment  to  the  Addrm 

County    CouncUlors    [Qualiflcation  of  |        [M,-.  Weir],  Feb.  s,  OTS-Division.  uws 

Women]  (Scotland)  Bill  *  -> 

f.  ii£.'  Feb. :.;  42.'!.  Crofters  Act,  1886 

Extension  of— Amendment  to  the  Addres- 
County  Courts  Act,  1888  [Mr.  Weir],  Feb.  8,  973— Division,  IQO-i, 


Whitelock,  W.  H.— Order  of  tlie  Lord 
Ciiancellor,  Jan.  JO,  51,  70. 

County  Courts,  Ireland 

Cost  of  Printing,  &c.,  and  the  County 


Crops 


Council.  I  sm 
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Q.  Mr.  Enj,'le<lew ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  !       r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1029. 
Feb  10.  1370.  1  lit.*  Feb.  IS,  1200. 


Compensation  for  Damages  to  Cn^  Bill, 
See  that  Title. 

Croydon  ^  Tramwiors  and  Inq^Tenmrti 

020. 
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Onusers  i 

Fishery  Cruisers,  See  tliat  Title  _ 

Subsidised  Cruisers — Retniu  ' 
Q.  Mr.  Baiabii^;  A.  Ur.  Goiehea, 

Feb.  e,  712. 

Crystal  F&Uce  Company  Bill 

I.  IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1164. 

Ooiraa,  Hr.  T.  [Sligo,  S.] 

Amtralian  Contingeot  ia  South  Africa — 
Koman  Catholic  CbapUiiiu,  F^.  1, 2(t9. 

Customs  Duties 

Articles  sent  to  the  Troops  in  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  Bartley;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Feb.  6,  708. 

Zanzibar,  Ke-impodtlon  of  DuUea 

Q.  Sir  C.  DUke;  A.  Mr.  Brodiiak, 
Feb.  8,  922. 

Oartin,  Ukhael,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  AoBtin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  8, 
934. 

"  Daily  MaU"  and  the  Sonfh  African  War 

0.  Mr.  J.  Bums,  Feb.  6.  785. 

DalWac,  Hajor  P.  H.  [Camberwall,  N.] 

Abstractors,  Promotion  of,  Fdt.  8,  928. 

South  African  War 

Ueservists  prematurely  called  up — 
Compensation,  Feb.  IS, 

Separation  Allowances,  Delay  in  Pay- 
ments, etc.,  Feb.  IJ,  1227. 

Daly,  Mr.  J.  [Monaghan,  S.] 

Army — Strengtheniof;  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  tlie  Regular  and  Auxil> 
iazy  Foroea— Government  Proposals,  Feb. 
i^,  1468. 

Belfast  Polioe  Cells— Death  of  J.  Tliomp- 
son,  Feb.  lH,  1341. 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  visit  to  Dublin.  Con- 
duct of  Trinity  Collie  Students,  etc., 
Ftb.  446. 

Constabolary,  Koyal  Iri»h— Leave  of  ab- 
sence Snspenrion  of,  alleaed,  Feb.  IS, 
1374. 

Dublin  Museum,  Semoval  of  Old  Fmni- 
tnre.i'e&.  i,284. 

Judicial  Appointments,  Ireland 

Politics  of  Judges  receiving  Appoint- 
ments, Fa.  IS,  1240. 

Kelirion  of  Judges — Unequal  number 
of  Protestants  to  Roman  Catholics, 

Feb.  J,  291. 

Relijnous  DisaUlities,  FA.  5,  5S5; 
Fa>.  IS,  1376. 

Land  Acts  (Ireland)  Administration  and 
working  of  —  Amendment  to  the 
Address.  fV6.  d,  1111. 

Local  Government. (Ireland)  Act  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,  2lt.,  Fth,  I4, 1483,  I486. 
1487,  1507,  1511. 
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Daly,  Mr.  J.—eoHt. 

Out-nuiringin  Irish  Unions,  etie.,Fdt.  S, 
932. 

Peace  Preservation  Act  —  Monaghan 
County  Council  Resolution,  Feb.  IS,  1241 

Poor  Law  Expenditure,  Ireland,  Increase — 
New  Dispensary  Rulen,  etc.,  Feb.  8,  929. 

Dalziel,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Kirkcaldy  Bui^bs] 

Income  Tax— Sen-ant  of  Limited  Liability 
Company  and  the  Three  Years  Average, 
Feb.l;g,l2S3. 

Dangerous  Trades 

Factory  and  Workshop  Special  Rules. 
Presented,  Jan.  SO,  51. 

De  Aar— Shooting  of  Boers  at, 

Q.  Mr.  Shoe ;  .<4.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  S, 
906. 

Deamo  Valloy  Railway  Bill 

/.  IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1353. 

Death  Duties 

South  African  War,  Proposal  to  ranit 
Death  Duties,  etc 
Q.  Gen.  Russell;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach.  Feb.  IS.  1221. 

Deceased  Wife's  Sister- 

Colmiial  Marriages  [Deceased  Wife's 
Sister]  Bill,      tliat  Title. 

Declaration  of  Paris 

Queen's  Signature — Draft  of  Declaration, 
I  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Kowleu;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb. :!,  44.^ 

Deeds  of  Heroism 

Commemoration  in  Elementary  Schools 
ilifdiop  of  Chester's  I'mpoMil. 
Q.  Mr.  Yerbnrgh ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst 
Feb.  iJ,  1300. 

Deer  Forest,  Scotland 

Crofters  and  Cotter's  Grievances— Amend 
ment  to  the  Address  (Mr.  Weir),  Feb.  8, 
973— DiviMon.  1002. 

Defence  of  the  Empire 

Calnnet  Committee  of  Defence,  Conati 
'  tution  and  functions  of. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles  ;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J 
BaUour,  Feb.  1,  261. 

Harbour  Defences- Conference  on  Anna 
ments,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ',  A,  Mr.  Wynd 
ham,  Feb.  S,  442. 

Home  Defences 

Amold-Fonter,  Mr.,  on.  Feb.  1, 343. 

Embodiment  of  Militia 

Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  J,  272. 

Fleet — Protection  against  invasion 
Sir  C.  Dilke  on,  Feb.  13.  1282. 
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Defonce  of  the  Enqtiie— ^oh/. 

Home  Defenceo— con/. 

forces  Available 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenfion ;  A.  Mr.  Wyod- 
faam,  Feb.  J,  276. 
Pamive   Defence  —  Statement  (Mr. 
Wyndham),  Feb.  IS,  1265. 

Keplacing  Field  Batteries  sent  to  Uie 
Front 

Q.     Mr.     Warner;     A.  Mr. 
■\Vyndhain,  Feb.  5,  567. 

Strengthening  and  improving  Oigan- 
iKation  of  the  RM:iilar  and 
Auxiliary  Forces— CMvemment 
I'roposala 
Klatements  (MarquCKR  of  Lann- 
downe)  Feb.  1171  ;  (Mr. 
Wyndliam)  I25B  ---  1>elinte 
resnnied,  Feb.  IS,  1382. 

Delagoa  Bay 

Anglo-tienuao  Secret  Treaty,  ai'.eged, — 
Terms,  ete. 
Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  ii.  Mr.  Brodriek, 
Ftb.  1,  2B2. 

Contraband  of  War,  See  that  Title. 

Kailwray — Delay  in  delivery  of  Award 
Q.  Sir  E.  T.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
riek, Feb.  S,  914. 

Transvaal  Consul  and  the  Caatle  Steam- 
ship Company's  Agemqr,  Removal 
of  Mr.  Pott,  &c. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Montacn;  A.  Mr.  Brodriek, 
Feb.  G,  706. 

Denmark 

Finance  Heport,/n».  SO,  47. 
Trade  Iteport,  Jmi.  SO,  47. 

Deportation  of  Paupers. 

tiee  Panpers. 

Devonport— 

Smith,  G.,  Caw  of 

Q.    Mr.    Kearley;    A.   Mr.   J.  T. 
Williauis,  Feb.  IJ,  1230. 


Devonport  Corporation  BUI 

Petition  Referreil  to  Standing  Committee, 
Feb.  9, 1038. 

Standing  Orders  not  complied  witli,  F^.  9, 
1022,  1027.  j 

Dovonshire,  Doke  of— Lord  President  of  j 
the  Council  | 

Foot  and  Month  Diseaiw— Slaughter  of ; 

Cattle,  etc.,  Feb.  13, 1355.  ■ 

Devonshire  Yeomanry— 

Delay  in  Embarkation  for  Soutit  Africa.  I 
.Sir  C.  Gull;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,; 

Fcb.s.m.  ] 


Dilke,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  C.  W.— <vn/. 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme  and  the  Royal  "SKtj 
Reserve — Number  of  Boys  enrolled, 
Feb.  It,  1288. 

British  Constitation  as  a  FifehtiM 
Machine— Prim*  Minister's  Statemea^ 

Feb.  1,  298. 

Fleet  and  Home  Defence.  Feb.  12, 128£ 
India— Troops  serving  out  of  India, ^<rfr.  i. 
271. 

Manritius  Garrison— Kaek  Battafioa, 
Compositim  of,       JVb,  7,  S7i. 

Newfonndland  Treaty  Shore  QnesUoii— 
Nwotiatioiu  with  France,  alle^red, 
FiS, «,  443. 

Pen  Trade— Inspector's  Report,  Teh.  is. 
1368. 

Secret  Service  Fund,  Feb.  1,  306. 

Sonth  African  War 

Aitillery  strength  previons  to  Oat* 
break  of  Hostilities.  Feb.  12,  1219. 

Government  and  the  War — want  of 
Knowledge,  Foresight,  etc  (Vote  el 
Censure).  Fth.  1,  296,  323. 

Wiuma  Incident— Negotiation*,  Feb.  S, 

578. 

Zanabar — Re-imposition  of  Custom 
Duties,  Feb.  8,  922. 


DUlon,  Hr.  J.  [Mayo,  E.] 

Contraband  of  War.  Food  Stn^  as,  ete., 

FOt.  fl.  708. 

Local  Government  Eleetloa  PeUtioa*, 
Commiasicners*  Judgments  —  Rctnr*, 
Feb.  U  SBS. 

Local  Government  Officials  and  the  I.neal 
Government  Act 
Claims  for  Compenaalion,  ete..  Pro- 
cedure adopted  by  tbe  TreanuT, 

Feb.  1,  285. 

Remuneration  of  County  and  District 
Council  Officials — Action  of  tb* 
Local  Government  Board,  Fib.  J, 

286. 


Dilke.  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  C. 
Torest  of  Dean] 


W.  [Glouceater, 


Army— Government  Military  Proposals  for 
strragthening  the  Army,  etc.  Feb.  IS, 
1282. 

Australasian  Federation — Commonwealth 
Bill,  iJate  of  Introdaction,  etc,  fV6.  9, 
1051. 
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Saunderson's,    Col.,    ranarks    on  the 
Nationalists,  Feb.  S,  53S,  536. 

South  African  War 

Butler,  Sir  W. 

Despatches  and  Correspond eocc, 
Feb.  i,  263. 256. 

Military  Situation— Report,  Fe^. 
i.  253,  255. 

PrisOL<ers — Boer  Prisoners  on  Board 
Ship,  Feb.  IS,  1219. 

Tugela  Operations — C.l.  Wynne's 
field  Order,  Feb.  1,  266. 

Vote  of  Censure— Att  tudeof  the  Iritk 
Members,  Expbuutim,  Ftb.  5,  694. 

DioglePier 

Proposed  Extenuon,  etc 

Q.   Sir  T.  G.  Esmoode;    A.  Bfr. 
Atkinson,  Z*^,  564.  . 
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Diplomacy 

Chamberlain's,  Mx.,  Speech  at  Leicefller 
0.  (Earl  of  Kimberley),  Jan.  30,  14. 

Diplomatic  and  Consular  Serried 

Foreign    Jurisdiction  Act — Orders  in 
Council  Prasenteil,  Fc6.  1,  334. 

Distress,  Abolition  and  Salistitntion  Bill 

c.  ITL*  Ff.b.  2,  426. 

District  Councillors,  Irtiand, 
See  Ireland. 

Divorce 

'Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  J an.  31, 157. 

Doncaster  Corporation  light  Bailways 

Order  Presented  Feb.  9,  1033,  1038. 

Donegal  Bailing  Bill 
IB.*  Feb.  13, 1164. 

Donelan,  Captain  A.  J.  C.  LCork,  E.] 

Agricultoral  Grants  and  the  County  C^^. 
Amount  allotted,  etc. ,  Feb.  1,  290. 

Roads— Labourers  ondertaking  luainte- 
nanced  and  repairs,  FA.  i,  291. 

Dorking  Water  Bill 

I.  IE.*  Feb.  n,  1164. 

Douglas,  Bt.  Hon.  A.  Akers— First  Coui- 

'  miBsioner  of  Works  [St.  Augustine'sJ. 

Foot  and  Atoutli  Disease  Uegnlations* 
Feb.  13,  1371. 

House  of  CuiiimonH — laadeiiualc  Acconi' 
modation  for  Members,  Feb.  6,  727. 

Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway— Dls- 
mdsaal  of  Employes,  FA.  S,  S83. 

Welsh  Kulway  Dispute,  FA.  S,  583. 
Drags.  Ur.  O.  [Derby] 

Perna— Russian  Railway  Concessions  in 
Northern  Persia,  Feb.  12,  1234. 

South  African  War,  Jan.  30, 134. 

Da  Toit,  Mr.,  and  South  AMcan  AflUrs 

Os.   Mr.   Drage,  Jan.  SO,  134;  Capt. 
bioclair,  Feb.  J,  511. 

Dublin 

Carriage  Lioence» 

^Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
8,93». 

ChamberlainV,   Mr.,  visit,   Condnet  of 
Trinity  College  Stodente 
Q.  Mr.  5aly;  J.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfonr, 
FA.  2,  446. 

Museum — 

Removal  of  Objects  of  Art 

Q.  Sir  T.  Esmonde;   A.  Sir  J. 
Gorst,  FA.  S,  581. 

Removal  of  Old  Furniture 

Q.  Mr.  Daly  J  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
FA.  1,  284, 
PaUpen),  Removal  of— Dublin  City  Griev- 
ance 

Q.  Bir.  Field  ;A.iiSx,  Atkinson,  FA.  6, 
734. 
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Science  and  Art  Department,  Transferi-iiifj 
Control  to  New  Agricultural  ana 
Industrial  Department 
Q.  Sir  T.  Eamonde ;  A.  Mr.  Plnnkctt, 
Feb.  8,  937. 

Dublin  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Ordered.  FA, !),  HfJO. 
IK.*  Feb.  7*Mm 

Dubli^Wicklow,  and  Wexford  Railway 

/.  IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1164. 

Duchy  of  Oomwall 

Acccmnt  Presented,  Feb.  1,  336. 

Duueombe,  Hon.  H.  V.  [Cumberland,  F^re- 
montj 

Ballot  for  Bills  and  Motions,  Jmi.  Ji,  161, 
163. 

Nicaragua  Canal  Convention— ( 'layton* 
Buhver  Treaty  Rights,  Feb.  S,  922. 

(jneeo's  Speech— The  Addresx,  Jttn.  31, 
161. 

Dundee  Harbour  Bill 

I.  IB.*  FA.  12,  1162. 

Durham,  County  ot  Charities 

Retnm  ordered  [Mr.  (iraiit  Lawson],  Feb, 
14,  1465. 

Durh^^County  of)  Eleotrio  Power  Supply 

c.  Ordereti,  Feb.  0,  1029. 
lit.' FA.  12,1200. 

Durham,  Earl  of 

Durham,  Dean  of,  and  Mr.  Justice  Uran* 
tliam,  FA.  1,  240. 

Durham's,  Dean  of.  Sermon 

Mr.  Justice  Grantham's  Remarks,  etc. 
Oi.  Earl  of  Durham,  Earl  of  Halsbury, 
Feb.  t,  240. 

Duuraven,  Earl  of 

Army 

Contemplated  Military  Measures,  feo. 
5,  650. 

Strenj^hening  and  impFoving  Organi' 
sation  of  the  R^lar  and  Anxiliaiy 
Forces  —  Government  Proposals, 
Feb.  13, 1186. 

Coal^Snp|il^  for  National  Requirements, 

Volunteers,  Keomitiug — Col.  Edisand  the 
Inspector-General  m  Auxiliary  Forcei, 
FA.  S,  554,  560. 


East  India 

See  In<Ua. 
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Sast  London  Water  Bill 

c.  Ordered.  Fd>.  9, 1029. 
I  E.*        13, 1300. 

fiast  Shropshire  Watffl:  Bill 

I.  lE.*  Fe6.  iJ,  1162. 

East  Stirlingshire  Water  Bill 
Is.*  FA.  Ig,  1102. 

Eastern  Telegraph  Company 

Cable  from  South  Africa  to  Australia. 
Q.  Mr.  Hogiui  >  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  U  282. 

fidiillmrsh  Corporation  BUI 

I.  IB  "  m  IX,  1102. 

fidlAbttrgh  Distriot  Lunacy  Board  Bill 

I.  1E.»  /"cfi.  13,  1162. 

Bdlnborgh  University 

AhBbract  of  AofionntH,  Jan.  30, 53, 68. 
Annual  Stalutical  Report,  /an.  30, 53,  69. 

Edis,  Cot,  and  Volunteer  Becruiting 
Ot.  Earl  of  Danraven  ;  Marquess  of  Lans- 
downe,  Feb.  S.5M,55a. 

Education 

Agricultural  Distrlcta— Circular  under  Act 
of  1890,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hobhouse ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  S,  923. 

Evening  Continuation  Scboolf>  —  Return 
Ordered  {Mr.  Uobhoune),  Feb.  S,  904. 

Grants— Extension  to  ConinArcial  Sub- 
jects. 

Q.  Sir  A.  Bollit ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst. 
Feb.  IS,  1239. 

Irish  Questions 

Intermediate  Education  (1807)  Act- 
Amendment  propose  1. 
O.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  (J.  W. 
Balfour.  Feb.  J,  202. 

Kational  Education  and  the  Board  of 
Agriculture — Proviuon  for  lie- 
pavment  of  £78,000. 
Q.  Mt.  Gibney ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 

Feb.  8,  936. 
C.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor;  A,  Mr. 
Plnnkett.  Feb.  IS,  1379. 
National  Sdiool  Teachers,  See  that 
Titie. 

Beform  of  Primary  Education. 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beacli,  Feb.  S,  445. 

University  Edacation — Facilities  for 
disensaon. 
0.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  It,  1247. 

Sootch  Questions. 

Minute  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
Presented,  Feb.  6,  649,  563. 

Orphan  Homes,  Children  refused  Public 
Education,  Feb.  8, 923. 


I  Education— ^-owC. 

Special  Reports  on  Educational  SobjeCts, 
Distribution  of 
Q.  tSx.  HoUumse;  A.  Sir  J.  Gont. 
FA,  8,  924 

Technical  Instntctioa  Act 

I  Minntee  of   Committee  of  Conodl 

Presented,  Jan.  SO,  50,  68. 

I  Voluntary  Sdiools  (Grants  in  Aid)  Bill. 
I         See  that  Title. 

I  Education  Department 

I       Consultative  Committee. 

'  Q.  Col.  Lockwood ;  A.  Sir  J.  Uar<t, 

1  Feb.  IS,  im 

{  Bewganisation 

TAr,  Gordon;  A.  Sir  J.  (iur4. 
I  Fdt.  li,  1238. 

'  Departmental  Commitiect  Temn  of 

Reference,  etc. 
Q.  Col.  Murray ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gorst, 
Feb.  5,  581. 
Hinntes  of  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Council,  etc— Return  Ordered  (CoL 
I  Murray),    Fd>.  IS,   1218,— Ketnni 

I  Presented.  1351. 

I  ElFeeta  of  Deceased  Seaman 
I       Sec  Seamen. 


Egerton,  Earl 

Yeomanrr  and  the  Sonth  African  War- 
Chaplains, /Vi.  0, 686. 

Egypt 

Gnns  and  Stores  sent  to  Sonth  Africa 
Qa.    Mr.    W.   Redmond;    Mr.  S. 
MacNeill ;  A$.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  a. 
905. 

Insubordination  among  Egyptian  Troops 
Q.  Mr.  W.  BednoncnU.  Mr.  Brad- 
rick,  FOt.  IS,  1235. 

Parcel  Post  Agreement,  Jan.  SO,  48,  63. 

Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  SenricM) 
Bill 

Extension  to  Army  and  Navy  Forces 

Q§.  Gen.  Laurie :  Mr.   G.  Bowles ; 
A§.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley.  Feb.  6,  70B. 

Elactors,  Failiamentary  Conatitnandea 

i       Nnmber  of— Address  for  Ketom,  Joh.  JJ, 
160. 

1  Elementary  Schools 

I       Commemoration  of  Deeds  of  Hennsni,  tbc 
Bishop  of  Chester's  Proposal 
Q.  Mr.  Yerbnigh ;  A,  Sir  J.  Gor>«. 
Fdt.  23,  1360. 

Elliot,  Hon.  A.  B.  D.  IDnriiam] 

Sonth  African  War— Policy  of  tlie  Gorera- 
ment,  etc  (Vote  of  Censure),  Feb.  6, 740 

Emigration  and  Immigration 

Aliens,  See  that  Title. 

Endowments 

Charitable  Eie4@mn)enta>{I«ndrai)^FartlMi 
Return  FrMentad,  Fa,  St  M 
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Jan.  30^Feb.  14, 

Engfnedr  (Boyal)  Department  |  Evictions  (Ireland) 

Higli  Charges  for  Bailding  Work,  alleged  ,       Returns  Presented,  Jan.  ^,  45, 62 ;  Jan.  31, 
— InqniryiDto  Adnimisbration  1  158  ;  Feb.  1,  233. 

Mr.  S.  MacNeill  ,  A.Ut.  3.  P. 


'  Williams,  m  12,  1230. 

Engledew,  Mr.  0.  J.  [Kildare,  N.j 

County  Court  Printing,  Ireland— Cost  of, 

and  the  County  Councii,  Feb.  13,  1376. 
Irish  Rural  District  Coancils,  Number  of 

KCembers  constituting  Quorum,  etc., 

Feb  13,  1374. 

Enniscorthy  Post  Office 

Delay  in  building  New  Office 
.    Q.  Mr.  T.  J.  Healy ;  ^1.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  3,  680. 

"Entanglement"  of  Ladysmith 
See  South  African  War— Natal. 

Enteric  Fever 

Inoculation 

y.  Mr.  A.  E.  Pease;  .4.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  1, 265. 
Precautions  ajminat,  in  South  Africa- 
Flannel  Belts  for  Soldiers,  etc. 
Q.    Gen.   Russell ;   A.    Mr.   J.  P. 
WillianiR,  Feb.  U,  1226. 


Ezoheqner  Bills 

Bank  of  England 
Jan.  31, 160. 


'  Account  Presented] 


EQttiinnent,  Loss  of 

Soldiers  T>aying  for 

ft  Mr.  Sinclair ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  12, 1225. 

Esmonde,  Sir  T.  [Kerry,  W.j ' 

Business  of  the  HouF>e— Facilities  for 
discussing  the  Catholic  Univrasity 
Question,  Feb.  S,  940. 

Dingle  Pier,  Condition  of,  proposed  exten- 
sion, etc.,  Feb.  5,  584. 

Dublin  Museum— Removal  of  Objects  of 
Art,  Feb,  5,  581. 

Irish  Gold  Omamenti  and  the  British 
Museum,  Ftb.  I,  293. 

Science  and  Art  Department  (Ireland)— 
Tnuisfernng  Mana^ment  and  Control,  ; 
etc.,  Feb.  8,  937.  j 

Taxation  of  Ireland— 0%'er  Taxation,  al- 
leged. Feb.  9,  lU6tf.  I 

Essinffton  and  Ashmore  Light  Railway 

Order  Presented,  Feb.  fl,  1023,  1039.  | 

Svaua,  Mr.  S.  T.  LOlamorgiin,  MidJ  ; 
Hawksley  CorresiKindence  I 
"  Indepindance  Beige "  Publication, 

Feb.  1,  258.  i 
Letter  to  Earl  Grey,  Feb.  2,  428.  | 

South  African  AVar— British  Prisoners  at  | 
Pretoria,  Number  of.  etc.,  Ftb.  8,  904. 

Evening  Continuation  Schools 

Return  Ordered  (Mr.  Hobhouse),  f  c6.  8, 
904. 

Evicted  Tenants  areUnd)  Bill 
c.  iB.»ic6.  i',4U. 

2? 


Exeter 

New  Mciiilicr  Sworn,  Jmu  20,  54. 

Exeter  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Orderal,  Feb.  9, 1029. 
IR.*  Feb.  U,  1200. 

Exmouth  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

t.  IJL*  Feb.  U,  1162. 

Exmouth  and  Dlstoict  Water  Bill 
I.  IR."  Feb.  1^,  1164. 

Experiments  on  Living  Anxmals 

See  Vivisection. 

Exploslonfl 

Gelatine  Explosion  at  Upton  Toi\'an9 
'  Factory,  Gwithian  Report,  .Mh.  t?i9,  48, 

,  63. 

I        Llest  Colliery  Report,  Jan:  30,  47,  63. 

'  E:i^osiveB 

Sale  of.  In  Irdand  —  Xew  Regulation, 


Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Fvh.  (i,  724. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

Dangerous  Trades— Special  Rules  pre- 
sented, Jan,  SO,  51. 

Report— Annual  Report  of  Chief  Inspector, 
Jan.  30,  48,  63. 

Factory   and   Workshops   Act  [1878] 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1380. 

Fair  Bents,  Ireland 

See  hand  Commission. 

Falkirk  Corporation  Bill 

/.  IR,»  Feb.  13, 1162. 

FaUdrk  and  District  Water  Bill 

I.  IR.*  Feb.  i:,  1162. 

Famine  in  Lidia 
See  India. 

Famworth  Urban  District  Council  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1029. 
IE.*  Feb.  12,  1200. 

i  rartwhftrso",  Dr.  B.  [Aberdeenshire,  W.] 
I       Army  —  Strengthening  and  improving 
I         Organisation  of  the  Regular  and  Aux- 
iliary ForoeSt  Government  Proposal, 
Feb.  M1451.' 
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Fanell,  Mr.  J.  P.  [Cavati,  W.] 

Anns,  Licensing  to  Carry,  in  Jrelandi 
Refusal  of  Licence  to  Mr.  J.  O'Neil], 
Feb.  6,  724. 

Cavan  Police  Force — Nmnher  of  Police, 
etc.,  Feb.  9,  1058. 

Explosives,  sale  of,  in  Ireland — New  Iti^- 
lations,  Feb.  6,  734. 

GarriMms  in  Ireland —Concentration  of 
Troops  at  Mnllinear  or  I^gfurd, 
Feb.  1.%  1364. 

Granard  Etitato— ForcliaRC  of  Holdings  by 
Tenants,  Action  of  Land  Commissioner', 
etc,  Feb.  13,  1376. 

Land  Acts,  Administration  and  Working 
of.  Feb.  9. 1143.  I 

Poor  Law  Expenditure,  Increase — Nerr 
Dispensary  Kales,  etc.,  Feb.  8, 929. 

Road  Cmtraotors,  Ireland— DifHcrtlties  of 
obtaining  access  to  Uoarries,  etc.,  Feb. 

KoBcommon  —  Frodumed  Meeting,  Feb. 
XS,  1241. 

Bamtary  Works— Charges  undo-  Local 
Government  Act,  etc.,  Feb  13, 1243. 

Warden  Estate,  Kenmare— Ejectment 
Deorees,  etc.,  Feb.  8, 930. 

Famr,  Lord  ' 
Sat  first  after  tbe  Deatli  of  Itis  Father, 
Jan.  SO,  5. 

feeble  Minded  Children 

Imbeciles  [Training  Institutions]  Bill. 
See  that  Title. 

reaiaii  Priso&eni  at  Mafnlriiig 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  IS,  1224 ;  Qa.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien,  Att.  ' 
Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  IJ,  1224 ;  Feb.  IS,  < 
1358.  I 

Ferstison.  Mr.  M.  [Leith  Burglin]  ' 

Sonth  African  War— Policy  of  the  Govern-  ' 
ment,etc.  [Vote  of  Censure],  Feb.  6,  "68.  , 

F«rgU88on,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  J.  [Manchester, 
N.E.J 

Army,  Strengthening  and  improving ' 
Organisation  of  the  K^lar  and ' 
Auxiliary  Forces— Government  Scheme,  ' 
Feb.  IS,  1295.  ' 

Knasell  "  Shooting  IMrector "  Invention,  ^ 
Feb.  12, 1232.  i 

Ffrench»  Kr.  P.   [Wexford,  H.] 

Re-afibrestation  in  Ireland,  Feb,  13,  1247.  | 

Trawling  in  Wexford  Bay,  Feb.  5,933; 
Feb.  9, 1066. 

AVexford  Postal  Sen'ice,  changes  advo- 
cated, Feb.  8,  927. 

Field,  A  dm  E.    [Sussex,  Eastbourne]. 

Army — Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organization  of  the  Regular  and 
Auxiliary  Forces,  Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  IS,  1400. 

Marines  in  South  Africa,  Separation  { 
Allowance  Feb.  8, 91S.  ! 
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Field,  Adm.  K—conf. 

Patriotic  Fnnd,  Application  and  Adminis- 
tration of,  etc.,  Feb.  8,  955. 

Eevenge,  H.M.S.,  Explosioii  on,  Can»e  «f. 
etc,  Feb.  8,  917. 

Field.  Mr.  W.  [DttUin,  St.  Patrick] 

Allotmeats  Aet— Extending  to  Ireland. 
Feb.  1, 292. 

Carriage  Licences— Extending  %Bteiu  ui 
Great  Britain  to  Dublin,  F^.  £,  936. 

Casnal  Labonrere — ^Workmen's  Conipmi- 
Ration  Act,  Extension,  Fefr.  1, 285. 

Education 

Intermediate  Education  Act— Ameml- 
ment  proposed,  Feb.  1,  2ff2. 

Reform  of  Primary  Education  in  Ire- 
land, Feb.  £,  445. 

Foot  and  Mouth  DiHoase — Importation  of 
Cattle  to  Ireland,  Feb.  6,  717. 

Hexham  Railway  Accident,  Inquirr,  Ffi>. 
i,  283. 

Kildare  Postal  Arrangements — Couiplaint. 
i,  723. 

Land,  Revaluation,  Feb.  S,  460. 

Militia,  Irish— Voluntoering  for  Serriee  in 

South  Africa,  Feb.  S,  910. 
Paupers — Removal  of  Irish  Panpers,  CilT 

i^DnbUn  Grievance,  Feb.  6,  724. 
Railway  Passes  for  Irish  Memben  of 

Parliament,  Feb.  6,  721. 
Settlement,  Law  of.  Extending  to  IreUod, 

Feb.S,ni. 

Sonth  African  War,  F^.  7,  691. 

Town  Tenants,  Ireland—LMpdatiwi,  FA. 

£,461. 

financial  Belations,  England  and  Irelaad 

Over  Taxation  of  Ireland,  Alleged- 
Amendment  to  the  Address  [Mr.  Clancy  I 
Feb.  8,  1003;  Fth.  9,  1066;  Divimo, 
1102. 

Pine  or  Imprisonment  [Scotland  and 
Ireland  Act] 

Order  in  Conncil  PresMited,  Fd>.  5^  519. 

Fire  Brigade  Bill 

c.  la.*  Feb.  J,  415. 

Firearms 

Licences  tu  Cariy  Arms,  Iroland,  Stt 
Arms.  * 

Sale  of,  to  Natives  in  New  Hebrides 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  i4.  Mr.  Brodriek,  M 
IS,  1366. 

Firma 

R^psttation  of  Firms  Bill,  Sec  that  Title. 

First  Gmnmissionw  of  Woriu 

Right  Hon.  Akers-Donglas. 

First  Lord  of  the  Admiralty 

Right  Hon.  G.  T.  Gosohen. 

First  Lord  of  tiie  Treasury  j 
Right  Hon.  [A.iJiBalloW^g'^ 
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srs^toN*  tooo. 
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Tish  Culture 

Bucklud  MuBeniii,  See  thtt  Title. 

ndieries 

Iiiflli    Herring    IndiutTy — Government 

Brand,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  .-1.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  5,  585. 

Trawling,  See  that  Title. 

Fishery  Gmisers 

Scotland— Cotnuletlon  of  New  CraiBers 
Q.  Mr.  W  e;r  :  .4.  Mr.  A.  G.  Murray, 

Feb.  IS,  1370. 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters 

Q.  Mr.   Ffreiich ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  !>,  1055. 

Fifllignard  Water  and  Gas  1^ 

i.  \fL*  Feh.  12,  1164. 

Hsbfuard  and  Bossl&re  Railways  and 
Harbour  Bill 


/.  IR.*  Feb.  13,  1161. 

ntmiauriee,  Lord  E.  Q.  P.  [wat^  CricK 
lade] 

Sonth  African  War— Policy  of  the  Govern- 
meat.  Want  or  Knowledge  and  Fore- 
sight, etc.  [Vote  of  Censure]- Amend- 
ment to  the  Address,  Jan.  30,  1131 ; 
Jan.  31,  224. 

Flannery,  Sir  J.  F.  [Vorkshire,  Shipley] 
Army— Con  lemplated  Military  Measure^ 

FA  1,  257. 
Sonth  African  War — Policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment, etc.  [Vote  of  Cenxure],  feb.  J,  395 ; 
Feb.  S,  452. 

Plavin,  Kr.  M.  J.  [Kerry.  N.] 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Veterans— 
IrifQi  Veterans  in  Workhouses,  Feb.  6, 
712. 

Government  Printing  in  Ireland— ^py- 
rigbted  itate  Books.  F^.  t,  449. 

Herring  Industiy,  Ireland,  Government 
Bmnd,  etc.,  FA  6,  6S5. 

Kerry 

Applications  for  Fair  Bents,  Fth.  2, 
450. 

Castleisland  and  Ballymacelligot  Dis- 
trict Fair  Rent  Applications,  Feb.  1, 
293. 

Extra  Police  in  County  Kerry,  Feb.  S. 
931. 

Land  [Ireland]  Acts,  Administration  and 
Working  of,  Feb.  n,  1150. 

Liatovel  Mails— Delays,  Ftb.  13,  1U44. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act  [liiOttj 
Amendment  Bdl,  2IL,  Fd>.  14,  1500 
16U8,  loll. 

Separations  Allowance— Widowed  motheiB 
of  unmarried  men,  Irish  Mditia  Regi- 
ments,'ii'«6.  i^,1300. 

Bneem  Mails,  Late  Delivery  of,  Feb.  9, 
1065. 

Warden  Estate— National  Teach<  r's  Ben- 
deaca  site,  Feb.  9, 1056. 
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Flax  Industry 

Belgium,  Beport,  Jan.  47. 

Fleet  and  Home  Defence 

ProtecUon  uainst  lovadon— Army  r.  Fleet 
— Sir  ChaiW  Dilke  on  the  Government 
Military  Proposals.  FA.  13, 1282. 

Flynn,  Mr.  J.  0.  [Cork,  N.] 

Army — Military  Proposals  of  the  Govern- 
^  ment,  F^.  12, 1432. 

,  Business  of  the  House,  Financial  Business 
I  —Precedence  on  Tuesdays,  etc,  FA.  13, 
\  1251. 

Kanturk  Baronial  Railway  Guarantee, 

Feb.  9,  1057. 

'        Local  Government  [IrclandJ  Act  [1898] 
Amendment  Bill,  2r..  Feb.  14, 1510. 

I       South  African  War,  Feb.  7, 872. 

;  Arhitration  and  the  Peace  Conference, 

Feb.  3,  m. 

I  Foodstnib  as  Oontrabasd  of  War 

[       See  Contraband  of  War. 

'  Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

Cattle  ininortatiou  to  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Long.  6, 
717. 

Information  as  to  Prevalence  of  Disease  in 
Foreign  Countriea 
Q.  Mr.  Channing ;  A.  Mr.  Long. 
Feb.  8, 927. 

Number  of  fresh  cases 

Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson  ;  A.  Mr.  Long. 
Feb.  9,  1052. 

Outbreak  in  Norfolk 

Qs.  Col.  Gunter,  Mr.  Channing,  Sir 
M.  Hoare ;  Aa.  Mr.  Long,  Fdt.  8, 
927. 

Regiilationn— Slaughter  of  Cattle,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Stevenson  ;  A.  Mr.  Long, 
Fth.  0,  1062  ;  Oa.  Lord  Burghclere, 
Duke  of  Devonshire.  Feb.  23, 1354. 

Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas.  Feb.  IS,  1371. 

Forace  for  South  Africa 

See  South  African  War. 

Foreign  Jmisdiotion  Act,  1890 
Urtlers  in  Council,  Feb.  1, 234. 

Forater,  Mr.  H.  S.  [Suffolk.  Lowestoft] 

War  News— Crying  in  the  Street  Nutsancw, 
Feb.  4,  440. 

Foster,  Sir  B.  W.  [Derby,  IlkeBton] 

Array  —  Strengthening  and  Improving 
OrganisatioD  of  ihe  Kegolar  and 
Auxilhuy  Forces,  Government  Scheme, 
Feb.  12, 1299. 

Land 

Compulsory  Hiring  of  Land,  Number 
of  Urders,  etc,  Feb.  6, 690. 


Sal«s    by  Mnnieipal  C^poratimu, 

Feb.  2i,  123e.D,g,|,zed  by  VjOOgTe 

\coiui 


Foster,  Sir  B.  "W.—^oHt 

Long  Eaton  Lsvel  Craasing — Dangers  of, 
Feb.  6,  719. 

Medical  Corpa— Number  of  Oi&een  em- 
ployed, etc,  Feb.  6,  706. 

France 

British  Ambassador  at  Paris,  Temporar- 

AliRcnce 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmoml ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfonr,  Feb.  1.1,  1233. 

China,  Sec  that  Title. 

Colonies— Report,  Jan.  ■JO,  47. 

Newfonndlaiid  Treaty  Shore  Question,  So- 
Newfoundland. 

Press  Tele^iramR  by  Night,  Kctlneed  Ratefi, 
Papers  I^esented,  Jan.  SO,  46,  64. 

Telegraphic  Commnnication,  Declaration, 
Prtsented,  Jan.  SO,  46,  64. 

Trade  Report,  Jan.  SO,  48. 

Warima  Ineident,  See  that  Title. 

Franchise 

County  and  BororiKh  Franchise  As^mila- 
tion  [Ix>ndon]  Bill.   See  that  Title. 

Extension  to  Women,  See  Parliamentary 
Franchise  [Extension  to  Women]  BUI. 

Manhood  Suffrage  [Ireland]  Bill,  See  that 
Title. 

Franchise  and  Bemoval  of  Women's 
Disabilities  BiU  , 

c.  IR*  Feb.    425.  I 

Freemantle  ' 

Fort  of  Call  for  Australian  Mail  Steamers  i 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnrr,  Feb.  ' 
6,  736. 

Friendly  Societies 

Chief  Registrar  Reports,  Feb  3,  401,  408. 

Outdoor  Relief  [Friendly  Societies]  Dill, 
Sec  that  Title. 


Jan.  SO— Feb.  U. 

(}alway.  Viscount 
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Yeomanry 

Home  Defence  Scheme,  Feb.  12,  IIM. 

Imperial  Yeomanry,  Delay  in  Tnib- 

port  to  the  Front,  Feb.  tf,  688. 

Ctos  Li^t  and  Coke  Company  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1030. 
Ill"  Feb.  12,  1201. 


Disanaliflcation  Se- 


Fhendly  Societies 
moval  Bill 

cm*  Feb,  2, 424. 


Furniture 

Uld  Fumitore,  Removal  of  from  Dublin 
Museum,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.   Sir  John  Gorsl, 
Feb.  1, 284 

Gtalloway 

Postal  Service  Complaints 

Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr.  Hanhtirv. 
Feh.  6,  722  ;  Q.  Mr.  Pmkerton  ;  J. 
Mr.  Hanbury,  Feb.  12,  1243. 

OaUoway,  Ifr.  W.  J.  [Manchester,  S.W.] 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminis- 
tration  of,  Feb.  S,  038. 

Superannuation  and  Compensation  Allow- 
ances, Allotment  Pay  to  Soldiers' 
Wives,  etc..  /*c6.  XS,  1227. 
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Gas  Lif^t  and  Coke,  Commercial  Gai, 
and  South  Metn^xditan  Gas  Com- 
panies' Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Fch.  n,  1030. 
lit*  Feb.  IJ,  1201. 

Gedge,  Ur.  S.  [Walsall] 

South  AfricwiWar — Policy  of  theGomn- 
ment,  etc.  (Vote  of  Censnre)  /Vfr. 
773.  , 

General  Prisons  [Ireland]  Act,  1877 
Order  in  Council  Presented,  /Vfr.  S,  548. 

Generals  at  the  Front 

Criticism  on,  Sec  South  African  War. 

Germany 

Africa— German  East  Africa,  Trade  Re- 
port, Jan.  30,  47. 

Anglo-Cierman    ConrcnUon,  See  Title* 
Tonga  and  Samoa. 

Anglo-German   Secret  Treaty,  alleged, 

Terms,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.G.  Bowles  J  A.  Mr.  Biodrict, 

Feb.  1,  2S2. 

Contraband  of  War— Right  of  Search,  etc. 

Sec  that  Title. 

Finance  —  Prussian    Finance  Beport, 

Jan.  SO,  49. 

"  Herzog  "  and  "  Bnndearath,"  See  Cimtra- 
liand  of  War— Right  of  Search. 

Mortgage  Bank  Law— Report  PreaenUd, 

Feb.  5,  649. 

Na^-y— Co-operation  of  Ifoltand  with  Gb- 
many  in  Development  of  Increased 
Navv,  allegetl. 
Q.  Mr.  <;.  Bowles;  .1.  Mr.  BroJricli, 
Fch.  I  J,  1360. 

lUulways  in  .-Vsia— Concession  by  tbc 
Sultan  of  Turkey. 
Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Biodrick. 
Feb.  13,  1367. 

Samoa  —  Anglo-German  Convention,  Sc 
Samoa. 

Sickness  and  Old  Age  Insurance — Report, 

Jan.  SO,  47. 

South  African  Policy — Baron  von  Htf- 
Bchall's  Declaration,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Heddenrick ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrieli, 
Feb.  M  1360. 

Glbbs,  Bon.  V.  (HertaJSt.  Albans) 

South  AfdwiMV^j^gllheGoveni- 
ment.  etcl  (Votoof  Censn^  Feb.  /,35i 
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Gilmey,  Mr.  J.  (Ueafh.  N.) 

Irish  XaUoDal  Teachers — Board  of  Agri- 
ealtnn  and  the  £78,00U,  Feb.  8, 936. 

(Hbnitar 

Brotherhood  Depression  Range  Finder 

Experiments, 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 

Feb.  a,  1229. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Town  and  Fortress. 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb. 577. 

Olasgow  BnildinfT  Segolatloiu  Bill 

I.  IK.*  Feb.  13,  1162. 

Glasgow  University 

Annual  Statistical  Rei>ort,  Jan.  30,  53, 69. 

Glasgow  and  Sonth-Western  Bailway  BiU 

/.  in.*  Feb.  lJ,im. 

Glastonlmry  Oorporation  Oas  Wi 

e.  Oidered,  Feb.  fi,  1030. 
lu.*  Feb.  13, 1301. 

CHaBtonbnry  and  Street  Oas  BiU 
e.  Ordered,  Fvb.  9,  1030. 
IB.*  Feb.  13,  laoi. 

CHen  Olelland  Oollioids  Accident 

Employment  of  Polish  Workmen,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Woods  wl.  Sir  M.  \V.  Kidley. 
Feb.  13, 1368. 


Gleneoe  and  Natal 

£iM  Soatii  African  War- 


-Natal. 


Olyncorrwg  Urban  District  Oooncil  Oas 
BiU 

{,  IB.*  Feb,  IS,  1354 

"Goleonda,"  Transport  Ship 

Unsatisfacto^  Condition  of  Boat,  alleged 
Q.  Captain  Norton  t  A.  Mr.  Goscben, 
Feb.  IS,  1331. 

Gold  Coast 

Railways-'Cape  Coast  to  Axlm,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  S.l«aoNnU  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain* Feb.  8,  018. 

Gold  Mines  in  the  Transvaal 

See  South  African  War—Property  in 
the  BepnblicB,  etc. 

GordoOi  Hon.  J.  B.  [Elgin  and  N'ainiJ 

Education  Department,  KoorganiBatioii, 
Feb.  12,  1238. 

Huhlaods  of  Scotland — Deer  Forests, 
Crofters*  and  Cottars'  Grievances,  etc., 
Fa.  8, 982. 

Gordon  fflghlawdsrs 

Urqnhait,  H.,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  J.  V, 
WUUams, /eft.  0,  711. 
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Gorst,  Et.  Hon.  Sir  J.  '^—Vice-PretidetU  0/ 
the  Council  for  Edueaiiim  [Camlffidge 
University] 

Affrieultnral  Districts,  Education  in— 
Circular  to  Local  Antluirities,  etc.  F^. 
^,924. 

Commercial  Subjects— Extending  Educa- 
tion Grants  to.  Feb.  12,  1239. 

Dublin  Mnseum — Removal  of  Objects  of 
Art,  alleged,  Feb.  1,  284  ;  Feb.  5,  581. 

Eklucation  Department 

Consultative  Committee,  Feb.  13, 
1239. 

itoorganieation,  Feb.  13,  1239. 

Departmental  Committee,  Terms 
ot  Reference,  etc.,  Feb.  981. 

Educational  Subjects,  Special  Reports 
Distribution,  Feb.  S,  924. 

Heroism,  Deeds  of — Commemoration  in 
Scliool",  lUshop  of  Clicster'e  proposal, 
Feb.  13,  1360. 

Science  and  Art  Degiartnient — Council  of 
Advice  for  Art  Matters,  Feb.  13,  1371. 

Virtoria  and  Alliert  Mnseum,  Ctuillano's 
Request.  Recovery  of  Stolen  Ornaments, 
Feb.  13,  1370. 

GoBchon.  Bt.  Hon.  G.  J. — FirH  Ijffdof  the 
Aamir^tjf  [St.  George's,  Hanover 
Square.] 

Coal  Supply 

CardUr  Firm  contracting  to  Bnpply 
Foreign  Government  with  400,000 
Tods,  alleged,  Feb.  S,  676. 

Emergency  Contracts,  Feb.  G,  712 ; 
Feb.  8,  916. 

Coastguards  and  Telephonic  Communica- 
tion, Feb.  G,  713. 

Cniisfra — SubsidiRod  Merchant  Cmtsers, 
Return,  Feb.  0,  71'i. 

Fishery  Cruisers— Trawling  in  Wexford 
Bay,  Feb.  0,  1036. 

lievcttffe,  H.M.S.,  Explosion  on.  Cause  of, 
etc.,  Feb.  8,  917. 

Russell  Shooting  Director  Invention,  Feb, 
13,  1232. 

Sliips  of  War—Precautions  against  Fire, 
Feb.  13,  1237. 

South  African  War 

Marines-  Kepatation  Allon-ance,  Feb. 
8,915. 

Mules,  Transport  of — Names  of 
Tmnsports.  Conditions  of  Ship- 
ments, etc.  Feb.  13,  ISSO. 

Naval  Brigade  —  War  Despatches, 
Battles  01  Graspan  and  ColenBo« 
Feb.  6,  575. 

Political  and  Military  Polity— Re* 
sponnlnlity  of  the  Cabinet,  etc. 
(Vote  of  Censnre),  feft.  t,  474. 

Strength  tiie  Enemy  and  Number 
of  feitish  Forces,  FebrS;  fm.  j 

Ultlander^  OMS^.  WFiTv. 


Oos-  Gre] 
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Goschan,  Bt.  Hon.  O.  J.-twnf. 
Transport  Service 

Employment  of  First-class  Passenger 

Ships,  Feb.  b\  699. 

Golconda,  Unsatisfactory  Condition  o', 
alleged,  Feb.  12,  1231. 

Retam — Rates  for  Sliipp,  etn.,  in- 
cluding in  Return,  Feb.  .(74. 

Vietorift  miff  Albert — Capsizing,  Cautn;  of, 
Feb.  J,  279. 

Oonrl^,  Sir  E.  T.  [Sunderlaad] 

Amiy  —  Strengthening  and  Improvin;; 
OrgaQiHation  of  the  Regular  and 
Auxiliary  ForceR,OorarLtnent  Propo»il)«. 
Feb.  U,  1429. 

Delagoa  Bay  Railway— Delay  in  delivery 
of  Award,  Feb.  8,  914. 

South  African  War 

Equipment  of  first  Regiment  leaviii  ^ 

for  the  Cape,  Feb.  1,  273. 
Mules,  Transport  of — Names  of  Tranf- 

ports.  Conditions  (rf  Sliipment,  etr., 

Feb.  12,  1220. 

Vktarifi  and  AtbeH — Capsizing,  cause  of, 
Feb.  I,  279. 

OoTonment  Clerical  Establishments 

Vacancies— Sons  and  Daugliters  of  Army 
and  Navy  Officers  * 
Q.     Mr.  S.    MacNeUl;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  8,  916. 

Oovexiunent  of  India  Act,  1868 

Order  in  Gouncit  Presented,  Ftb.  1,  235. 

Ooremment  Printing 

Ireland — Copyrighted  Rate  Rooks 

V.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Feb.  3,  449. 

Oovenuuent  Property  [Exemption  from 
Bates] 

I'etitions  for  alteration  uf  Law,  Feb.  2, 
407  i  Feb.  7, 829 ;  Feb.  13,  1357. 

Oovemment  BecuritieB 

Rank  of  England— Accounts  Prefieutcd, 
Jan.  Jl,  160 ;  Feb.  1,  236. 

Ooremment  Stock  and  Other  Securities 
InTestment  Oompany  BiU 

l.  IR.*  Feb.  iJ,  1164. 

Granard  Estate 

Purchase  of  Holdings  by  Tenante— Action 
of  land  CommiBuoneTB 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  IS,  1376. 

Oranlqr,  Harctness  of 

Array— Government  Military  Measures, 
Feb.  12,  1189. 

Grantham  Gas  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1030. 
IE.*  Feb.  IS,  1201. 


Grantham,  Mr.,  and  the  Dean  of  Dnxham 

Os.  Eu-1  of  Dnrfaani,  Earl  oS  Halsbniy, 

Feb.  1, 240. 

Oraspan  Battle 

Naval  Brigade— Despatches 

Q.  Com.  Young;  A.  Mr.  Goecbes, 
Feb  6,  575. 

Gray,  Ur.  E.  [West  Ham] 

Army — Strengthening  and  Imnnn'ing  Or- 

iranisation  of  the  K^pilar  and  Anxutary 
•"orces,  4iovommcui  PrapoBaK  Feb.  IS, 
1461. 

Great  Berkhampstead  Water  Bill 

I.  W.*  Feb.  IS,  IIM. 

Great  Central  Bailway  BiU 

t.  IB.*  Feb.  12, 1164. 

Great  Eastern  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Frh.  .9,  J030. 

iB.*/Vft.  is;  1201. 
Great  Northern  Bailwi^  BiU 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1030. 
1B«  Feb.  13, 1202. 

Great  Noithem  Bailway  (Ireland)  BiU 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1030. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  im 

Great  Southern  and  Western  and  Water- 
ford  and  Central  Ireland  Bail 
Companies  Amalgamation 


way 

Bm 


IB.*  F^  13  U64. 

Origination  in  Uonse  of  Lorda,  F^.  f>, 
694. 

Great  Sonthern  and  Western,  and  Wato-- 
ford,  Limerick,  and  western  Bail- 
Companies  Amalipunatita 

I.  IR.'  Feb.  13,  1164. 

<  >rigination  in  House  of  Lfmls,  /V6  S, 
694. 

Great  Southern  and  Western  Bailway 
Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  12,  1164. 

Great  Western  Bailway  BiU 

c.  Ordered,  FA.  9, 1030. 
IR.*  Feb.  12,  1202. 

Great  Yarmouth  Port  and  Haven  BiU 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  0,  1030. 
IR."  Feb.  If,  1202. 

Greece 

Finance  Keport,  Jan.  30, 47- 

Greek  Loan 

j      Account  ProB^tfid;  [febj^mi^  1 C 
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Oreene.  Mr.  0.  and  Hr.  Chamberlain 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MaoNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cbamber- 
lam,  Feb,  t,  429. 

Qrenada 

Report  Presented,  Jan.  SO,  46,  63. 

Grey,  Earl 

BMDtoUnd  Hut  Tax,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Bayley  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  8,  1918. 

HawksWA  Letter  to 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain. Feb.  3,  428. 

0T9J,  Sir  E.  [Northuml^rlantl,  Berwick] 

Btitiah  Constitution  and  tlie  War — 
Government  Defence,  Feb.  1,  381. 

South  African  War,  Objects  of  the  War 
— Political  and  Military  Policy  of  the 
Uoveniinent,  etc.  (Vote  of  Censure), 
Fd>.  I,  873. 

Gronnd    Bents    (Taxation    1^  Local 
Authorities) 

Petition,  Feb.  9, 1040. 

Oronnd  Values  (Taxation)  (Scotland) 
Potion  lor  alteration  ai  Law,  Feb.  7, 839. 

Oniliano  Bequest 

Stolen  Ornaments,  Recovery  of 

Q.  Lord  Baloanw ;  A.  Sir  J.  Oorat, 
Feb.  13, 1370. 

Qull,  Sir  0.  [Devon,  Barnstaple] 

Coastguards  and  Telephonic  Communica- 
tion, Feb.  6,  713. 

Mohegan,  Wreck  of — Passenger  Vessels 
Regulations,  Feb.  6',  718. 

Royal  National  Lifeboat  Institution — 
Tfilephoaio  Communioatlon,  Feb.  S,  678. 

South  African  War 

Hay-~Bad  Hay  supplied  to  the  Rc^al 
Dragoons,  Feb.  5,  573. 

Yeomannr  —  Devonshire  Yeomanry, 
Delay  in  Embarkation,  Feh.  8,  Dll. 

Gun  Barrel  Proof  Act  (1888)  Amendment 
Bill 

/.  liL'Feb.  li,  1164. 
Chuis 

Liceoees,  Ireland,  Su  Arms. 

Manufacture  and  Supply  for  the  Army 
and  Kavy 
0.  Sir  C.  IHlke,  Feb.  IS,  1S85. 
Qniek-Firing  Guns— Trials 

q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Hr.  Wynd- 
ham.  Feb.  1,  277. 

South  African  War.  See  that  Title. 

Volunteers,  New  Guns,  etc..  for — State- 
menta  [Marquess  of  Lanadowne],  Feb. 
19, 1178 ;  [»&.  Wyndbam],  im 
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Ghmter,  Colonel  B.  [York,  W.R.,  Barkston 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease,  Norfolk  Out- 
break, Feb.  8,  927. 

awyrfU  Bnral  Dfstriet  OonncU  Water. 
BlU 

/.  IE.*  Feb.  13, 1364. 
Habitual  Inebriates 

See  Inebriates. 

Hague  Conference 

South  African  War.  See  that  Title  — 
Arbitration. 

Halifax  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9.  1030. 
IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1303. 

Halabury,  Earl  of—^oni  Chancellor 

Durham's,  Dean  of.  Sermon  on  the  South 
African  War— Mr.  Justice  Grantham's 

Remarks,  etc.,  Feb.  i,  240. 

Land  Charges  BiU,  2R,  Feb.  12, 1167. 
Lunacy  BUI.  2B,  FOt.  It,  1167. 

Hamilton.  Bt.  Hon.  Lord  Qt.—Scereinry  <^f 
State      India  [Middlesex.  Ealing] 

Afghanistan 

Defence  of  —  Diveruon  of  Subsidy 
Granted  to  the  Ameer,  Feb.  S,  444. 

Detailed  Account  of  Expenditure  of 
Subsidy,  Feb.  S,  444. 

Army 

Troops     Employed     Beyond  the 
Frontier— expenditure,  Feb.  5,  576. 

Troops  Serving  out  <A  India,  Number, 
etc.,  Feb.  /,  271. 

Ex^dituie  Comniianon  Report,  Feb.  S, 
Famine 

Relief  —  Circular.  Warning  ag^st 
Impontion,  Feb.  8,  920. 

Number  of  Persons  Receiving  Relief 
and  Area  affected,  Feb.  1,  ^3. 

Natn  Brothers,  Release,  etc.,  F^.  S,  920. 

Railways— Survey  Party  of  1876.  Feb.  13, 
1368. 

,  Hamilton  Burgh  Kll 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1030. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1203. 

I 

!  Hammond,  Mr.  J.  [Carlow] 

'       Poor  Iaw  Offleera*  Salaries,  Ireland,  Feb. 

I  IS,  1876. 

I  Separation  Allowance  and  tlie  Irish 
I  MiUtia,  Feb.  9,  1048 ;  13, 1360. 

Hanbury,  Bii^t  Hon.  ^.W.—Seentary  to 
the  Treasury  [Preston] 

Abstractors,  Promotion  of,  Feb.  8,  926. 

Anstralian  Mints— Coinage  of  Silver,  Feb. 
1;1,  1374. 

Centra]  Telegraph  Office— Holiday  Ar- 
rangements, Feb.  9, 1053. 
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Hanbury,  Et.  Hon.  B.  W.— fon(, 
Cork 

Post  Office,  Extension  of  Buildings, 
Feb.  1,  287. 

Stamp  Office,  Transfer  of,  to  more 
Convament  Centre^  f  e&.  288. 

EnniMortliy  Post  Office— Dday  in  Imild- 
ing  New  Office,  FA.  S,  681. 

Freemantla,  Port  of  Call  for  Australian 
Mail  Steamers,  Feb.  (i,  727. 

Galloway  Postal    Service  Complaints, 
Feb.  C,  72S ;  IS,  1245. 

Income  Tax  Exemptions— Clfdma  to 
Beliei,  Free  Postage  Iot  Correspondawe, 
etc.,  Feb.  S,  925. 

Italy,  Postage  Ilates— Surcharges  on 
Letters,  Feb.  13,  1372. 

Kildare  Postal  Arrangementa— Com- 
plaint, Feb.  6',  723. 

Ustowel  Mails,  Delays,  Feb.  12, 1244, 

Local  Government  Officials  and  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1898— Claims  for 
Compensation,  Procedure  adopted  by 
the  Treasury  Department,  FA.  1, 288. 

Oldham  Telegraphic  Delayi — Complaint 

Feb.  6,  723. 

Ordnance  Survey  Staff— Scheme  of  Pen- 
sions for  Temporary  Civil  Aaaistants, 
etc.,  Feb.  8,  926. 

Parcel  Post  between  Great  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  Feh  1,  287. 

Parcel  Post  to  Ireland— Stranraer  and 
Portadown  Houte,  Feb.  9,  1054. 

Parliamentary  Debates — Free  Comes  of 
Bound  Volumee  for  Members,  Fdt.  8, 
925. 

Piers  and  Harbours,  Ireland,  Expenditnie 
on— Return,  Feb.  9,  1054. 

Post  Office  London  Telephone  Exchange — 
Tariff  and  Regulations,  Feb.  9,  1054. 

Royal  National  Lifelxiat  Institution — 
Telephonio  Communication,  Feb.  5, 578. 

Sneem  MsiU,  lAts  Delivery,  Feb.  9, 1065. 

Somemet  Hooae— Index  to  Old  Wills, 
Re-Compilation,  Feb.  It,  1240. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  of  Outgoing  Telegrams, 
Feb.  S,  438. 

Civil  Service  Volunteers — Pay  and 
Allowances,  Feb.  V,  707. 

Newspapers  for  the  Troops,  Non- 
deli\-er7  of,  allied,  Feb.  0,  709. 

Telegrams 

Addresses,  Regulations  —  Newtown, 
Feb.  5, 580. 

Charge  AnomalieB— Combinations  of 
Letters  in  the  Nature  of  Cii^ien, 
Fe6.  S,  579. 

Telecraphista — Sick  Leave,  case  of  Female 
Telegraphist  of  the  Westem  District, 
Feb.  5,  68a 
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Hanbory,  Bt.  Hon.  B,  "W.—cont. 

Telephones — Cork  and  the  Neighbonrbft 
Cities  in  the  South  of  Ireland,  want  (rf 
Communication,  Feb.  1,  288. 

Wallace  Collection,  Opening  to  the  PnUie, 
Feb.  IS,  1240. 

Wexford  Postal  Serrioe,  Changes  advo- 
cated, Feb.  8,  927. 

WhUky.  Irish,  Weak  WhUky  in  Bond. 
Feb,  13,  1373. 

Harbonr  Defencw 

Conference  on  Airoameuts,  tiuD. 

q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  Feb.  9, 442. 

Harcourt,  Bt.  Hon.  Sir  W.  O.  T.  [Mo»- 

mouthshire,  W.] 
British    Constitution    as   a  Fi^itug 
Machine 

Marouess  of  Salisbnzy's  StotAment, 

Feb.  5,  S93. 

Jameson  Raid  and  the  South  AMcan  War* 

Feb.  5,  605. 

South  African  War — Political  and  Military 
Policy  of  the  Government.  Want  al 
Judgment,  Foresight,  etc.  (Vote  of  Cen- 
sure), Feb.  S,  691. 

Har^epool  Gtas  and  Water  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1031. 
1R.»  Feb.  lS,mS. 

Harwood,  Ur.  O.  [Bolton] 

House  of  Commons — Inadequate  AoeOM* 
modation  for  Members,  Fa>.  6,  727. 

South  AMcan  War 

Boer  Prisoners  on  Board  Sliip  at  the 
Cape,  Feb.  6,  700. 

Government  and  the  .War— Vote  of 
Censure,  Feb.  G,  823. 

Hastings  Oorporation  Bill 
I       c.  Ordered.  Feb.  9, 1(^1. 
I  IR,*  Feb.  IS,  1203. 

Hastings  Harbour  Bill 

A  Ordered.  FA.  9, 1031. 
IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1203. 

Hastings  Tramways  Bill 

f.  Ordereil,  Feb.  9, 1031. 
1R.»  Feb.  lr>,  1203. 

Hawksley  Oorrespondence 

Indfpendanee  Beige  Publication 

Qa.  Mr  S.  T.  Evans,  Mr.  Bainbridse; 
Mr.  S.  MacNeUlj  Aa.  Mr.  aTj. 
Balfour,  Mr,  J.  Chamberlaui,  Feb,  1, 

■  258. 

Laying  upon  the  Table  of  the  House 

Q.  Mr.  Labouchere ;  A.  iSt.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, FA.  £.566. 

Letter  to  Earl  Grey 

Q.  Mr.  S.  T.  Evans;  A.  Mi;  J. 
Chamberlain,  FA.  t,  ^8. 
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Hidden,  ICr,  J.  P.  [Boacommon,  S.]  ■ 

Gun  Licences  in  BoBcommon— Request  for 
dewsription  of  Weapons,  etc.,  by  the 
Polioei  Feb.  IS,  1377. 

Healy,  Ux.  U.  [Cork  City] 
Cork 

Fair  Rent  Applications,  Feb.  S,  448. 

Miuuaing  Order  in  Cork,iV&.  9, 1060. 

Poet  Offioe— Extension  of  BaildincH. 
Feb.  J,  287. 

Stamp  Office — Transfer  of,  to  more 

convenient  Centre,  Feb.  1, 1^8. 

Land  Court  Itetume,  Feb.  e,  447 ;  Feb.  G, 
725. 

Local  GoTemment  (Ireland)  Act,  Rules 
and  Orders— Return,  F^,  1, 280 ; 
S,  451. 

Local  (jovemnient  (Ireland)  Act  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,  2r.,  Feb.  U,  1515. 

SUtutes— Codification,  Feb.  1, 293. 

Telephone  Service— Cork  and  the  neigh- 
bouring Cities  in  the  South  of  Ireland, 
Want  of  Commnnicathm,  Feb.  1, 288. 

Healy,  Kr.  T.  J.  [Wexford] 

Ennisoorthy  Poet  Offieo— Delay  in  build- 
ing new  Office,  Feb.  S,  680. 

Healy,  Mr.  T.  M.  [Uuth,.N.] 

Iveagh'B,  Lord,  Ambulance  Corps— Mem- 
bers of,  OS  Combatants,  Feb.  9,  1046. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill,       Feb.  1510. 

Local   Government    Rate  Allowances, 

Feb.  5,  586. 

Railway  Amal^ramation  Bills— Origina- 
tion in  the  HouKC  of  Lords,  Feb.  ll,  694. 

Saunderson's,  Colonel,  remarks  on 
Nationalists     cowards,  Feb.  2,  634. 

South  African  War 

Bri.ti8h  Reverses 
Irish  Revooge,  etc.,  Feb.  7, 857. 

Connanght  Rangen  ~  Court-martial 
of  Major,  alle^,  Fd}.  J,  570. 

Forage,  Home  and  Foreign  Produce- 
Hay  Contracts,  Feb.  8, 909. 

Inquiry  into  Casualties  to  Irishmen, 

Feb.  5,  569. 

Mafeking  Station  Master,  Shooting, 
alleged,  Feb.  S,  569;  Feb.  6,  701. 

Militia — Number  of  Irish,  English, 
and  Scotch  Regiments  Volunteering 
for  the  Front— Returns,  Feb.  S,  433. 

Taxation  of  Ireland  —Over  Taxation, 
alleged,  Feb.  9,  1099,  1103. 

Trawling  in  Irish  Waters,  F^,  8^  933, 
31 


Heaton,  Mr.  H.  [Canterbury] 

Parcel  Poet  between  United  State*  and 
Great  Britain,  Feb.  1, 287. 

Telegrams,  Charge  Anomalies— Combina- 
tions of  Letters  in  the  nature  of  ciphers, 
Feb.  5, 679. 

Hedderwick,  Mr.  T,  0.  C^Viok  Burghs]  * 

Army — Strengthening  and  ImpT0%'inff 
Oi^anisation  of  the  Regular  ana 
Auxiliary  Forces — Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  ISy  1459. 

Congested  Relief  (Scotland)  Act — Balance 
oiMuney  granted,  Feb.  S,  583. 

Crimean  and  Indian  Mutiny  Vetemns, 
Case  of  H.  Ur^vhart.  Feb.  711. 

Crofters  Act,  1886,  Extension  of— D^r 
Forents,  etc.  Feb.  S,  977. 

German  Policy  in  South 'Africa — Baron 
von  MarscbaH's  Deduation.  etc., 
J3, 1360. 

Harbour  Defencee  in  the  United  King- 
dom, Feb.  S,  442. 

Quick-firing  Gnns— Trials,  Feb.  1, 277. 

Secret  Service  Mon^,  Application  for 
Increase,  Feb.  2, 445. 

Sierra  Leone  Campaign  Medals— Natives 
guilty  of  Unlawful  Acts,  Feb.  9, 1050. 

South  African  War 

Butler's,  Sir  W.  —  Despatoliefl  and 
Correspondence,  Feb.  1,  266. 

Canadian  Contingent  —  Refusal  of 
Cavalry  by  the  War  Office,  Feb.  li, 
428. 

Civil  Service  Volunteers— Pay  and 
Allowances,  Ffb.  G,  70'. 

Guns  of  Position — Natal  and  Cajie 
Colony,  Feb  2,  432  j  Feb.  9,  1044. 

"Herxog"— Right  of  Search,  Feb.  l7, 
1222. 

Imperial  Light  Horse  Equipment — 
Mauser  Pintols,  Feb.  5,  571. 

Magersfontein  Engagement  and  tlin 
mghland  Brigade— Inquiry,  Feb. 
261 ;  Feb.  IJ,  1219. 

MapB,  Surveys,  etc.,  iVd.  U  282. 

Mountain  Batteries — Gen.  Baller^s 
CampiUgn,  Number  of  Batteries  and 
Equipment,  Feb.  S,  432. 

Stokes,  Mr.,  Murder  of  —  Compensatitm 
Money  to  Widow,  Feb.  23,  1366. 

WeUey  Carbidges— Defective  Cartridgest 
Feb.  S,  567. 

Helmets 

'       Sleeping  Helmets  for  the  Troops  in  South 

1  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  Broadhurst;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
'  ham,  Feb.  8,  913. 

I 

Hemel  Hempstead  Corporatioii  [Water] 

BUI  . 
/.  1R.»  /V6.  1162. 
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Hemphill,  Bt.  Hon.  G.  H.  [Tyrone,  N.] 

Land  (Ireland)  Acta.  Adminiatration  and 
Working     Feb.  9, 1135. 

South  African  'Wv—  Policy  of  the 
Government,  etc.  (Vote  of  Censnxe), 
Feb.  5, 679. 

Herioam,  Deeds  of 

Commenioration  in  Elementary  Schools, 
BiRhop  of  Chester's  propMal 
Q.  Mr.  Yerhugh ;  A.  Sir  J.  Gont, 
Feb.  IS,  1300. 

Herring  Industry,  Ireland 

Government  Brand,  etc' 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
J,5S5. 

"Herzog"— Eight  of  Search 

Qs.  Mr.  U.  Bowles ;  As.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  8,  907 ;  Feb,  9,  1011 ;  Q.  Mr.  Hed- 
derwiek ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  IJ,  1232. 

Hexham  Bailway  Accident 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie.  Feb.  /,  283. 

Hicks-Beach 

See  Beach. 

Hifl^  Treason 

Cape — Case  of  M.  du  Plessis 

Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberta ;  ^.  Mr.  Chamber, 
li^,  Fdt.  e,  70S. 

HUtfiam  FttTers  Water  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  13, 1162. 

Highland  Brigade 

Mogenfontein  Engagement — Inquiry 

Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  fed.  IS,  1219;  Q.  Mr. 
Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Fdt.  13, 

isse. 

Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland 

Crofter  Colonisation  Scheme,  Baporta, 
Jan.  SO,  46, 61. 

Deer  Forests— Amendment  to  the  Address 
[Mr.  Weir]  Feb.  8,  978. 

Highways  and  Bridges  Act  [1891]  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c  IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1380. 

Hoare,  Sir  S.  [Norwich] 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease^  Ncnfolk  Oat- 
break,  Feb.  8,  928. 

Hobhonse,  Mr.  H.  [Somerset,  East] 

Agricnitural  Districts,  Education  in — 
Circular  to  Local  Authorities,  etc., 
Feb.  8,  923. 

Educational  Subieots,  Special  Reports 
Distribution.  Feb.  8, 924. 
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HoUumae,  Vs.  H.— 

Income  Tax  Exemptions — CSalras  to  Belief 

Free  Postage  for  ComnNmdence.  etc, 

FA.  8,  92sr 

Somersetshire  Volunteers  —  Failnre  to 
form  Company,  Number  ol  Men  nnabts 
to  pass  teat,       Feb.  S,  571. 

Hofineyer,  Mr.— South  African  Orisis 

0.  Mr.  Bryce,  Feb.  £,  469. 

Hogan,  Mr.  J.  F.  [Tippenuy,  &Gd] 

Australian  Mints— Ccdnage  i»f  Silver,  Feb. 

13,  1374. 

Cable  from  South  Africa  to  Australia — 
Eastern  Tele^ph  C<mipany's  Coneca- 

sions,  Feb.  1,  282. 

Freraantle— Port  of  Call  for  Australlaa 
Mail  Steamers,  Feb.  6,  726. 

Italy— Poetage  Rates  to  Southeni  Italy. 
Surchaq^  on  Letters,  Feb.  13, 137S. 

Kew  Helvides— Sale  of  Fireanns  aad 
Slants  to  Natives,  F«b.  13, 1366. 

PaciEc  Cable  Scheme,  Feb.  1,  281. 

Samoa  —  Anglo  •  German  Conventioo, 
Working  or  new  anangements,  Feb.  $, 
714. 

South  African  War 

Censorship  of  War  News — Letters  of 
War  Correspondents,  Feb.  1,  368. 

Ladysmith,  Siege  of  —  Childrm  at 
Ladysmitb,  Fa>.  1, 267. 

Tonga  — Mr.  B.  Thomas's  Missioii,  fte., 
Feb.  0,113;  Feb.  13,1306, 

Home  Defence 

See  Title  Defence  of  the  Empire. 

Home  Bnle 

Irish  Sympathy  vith  the  Boerfi 

O.  Mr.  T.M.  Healy  on,  Feb.  7,  m. 

Hong  Kong 

Annual  Report  I^esented,  Jan.  X>,  46,  03. 

Hwses  fur  Troops  In  BovUt  AMen 

Irish  Horses 

Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb,  9, 1048. 

Number  carried  on  each  TnnspcHt  Shi|^ 
Horses  lost  m  the  Voyage,  etc — 

Return 

Q.  Gen.  Rnnsell;  A.  Mr.  Macarttiey, 
Feb.  f,  437. 

Hospitals 

MititarN'  Hospitals  and  the  South  African 
War,*&e  South  African  War. 

Hounds 

Poisoniujg,  alleged,  in  West  limerick— 
Charge  against  Mr.  Cnrtin 
Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  Atkinsoa, 
Ffb.  8,m. 
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House  of  Conuuoiis 

Basinesx  of  the  Uoa»e,  See  tliat  Title. 

Clerk  of  the  House— Uesiguation  ol  Sir 
R.  F.  D.  Palgrave,  Letter  to  the 
Speaker,  Jan.  30,  70. 

Cenunittees,  See  that  Title. 

Journal — Sessional  Ordet,  Jan.  ^,tfl. 

Members*   Accommodation  —  Inadequate 
Accommodation 
Q.  Mr.  Harwood;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Doufi^  Feb.  6, 727. 

House  of  Lords 

Committees,  See  that  Title. 

Manuflcnpts  Calendar — (Historical  Mann- 
Bcript  Coniniission)  Presented,Fc6.  o,  5419. 

New  Peers,  St-e  Peers. 

-  Offices  —  Select  Committee  Apnointod, 

F^.  3,  403. 

Koll  o£  the  Lords,  Feb.  S,  401. 
Sat  First,  See  Peers. 

Howdng  of  Xh»  Workiiiff  Classes 

Workmen's  Tndns 

Q.  Mr.  Woods ;  ^.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb,  6, 
720. 

Housiiic  of  the  Working  COasses  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  9,  1065. 

HottsiiiK  of  Idle  Wcnddxiff  Glasses  (Bund 
Kstricts)BiU 

e.  IB.*  Feb.  9, 1065. 

Howorth,  Sir  H.  H.  CBaUbrd,  South] 

CfHumands  at  the  Front— Selections,  etc., 
Feb,  IS,  13SS. 

Hoylake  and  West  Kirliy  ImproTemMit 
BiU 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1031. 
IR.*  /V6.  IS,  1204. 

Huddersfield  Corporation  nramwi^  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1(^1. 
IR.*  Feb,  i3,  1204. 

Hnntiiigdon  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1031. 
IR.*  Fdt.  IS,  1204. 

Hydrographical  Confarenee 

Q.  Mr.' Weir ;  il.  Mr.  Brodrick,  Feb.  18, 
1235. 

Hfracombe  Improvement  Bill 

fT.  Ordenid,  Feb.  9, 1081. 
IR.*  Fa.  13,  1204. 

Imbeciles  [Training  btstltationsl  Bill 

r.  IR.'  Feb.  3,  416. 

VOL.  LXXVIIL   [FouBTH  Series.] 


Immigration 

See  Emigration  and  Inmiigratlon. 

Inq^erial  Light  Horse 

Eqnipmeut — Mau.-«€r  P«tol 

Q.  Mr,  Hedderwiok;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  Feb.  5,St\. 

Imperial  Ottoman  Guaranteed  Loan 
Account  Presented,  Feb.  8, 898,  908. 
Imperial  Volunteers,  Sec  Volunteen 

Imperial  War  Fund 

Administration 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaui, 
Feb.  1,  268. 

laoj^erial  Yenuamy 

See  Yeonianr>*. 

Imperialism 

Definition  of 

O,  Mr.  Aaquith,  Feb.  6,  730. 

SDUohenetsky's  Uralite  Fatoit  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb,  IS,  1353. 

Income  Tax 

Exemptions  —  Claims   to   Relief,  Free 
Toati^  for  Conespondenca 
Q.  Mr.  Hobhouse ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy, 
Feb.  8,  925. 

Servant  of  Limited  Lialnlity  Company 
and  the  Three  Years  Average 
Q.  Mr.  Dalziel;  A.  Sir  M.  Hieks- 
Beaeh,  Feb.  12,  1233. 

"Independanee  Beige  " 

Pttblioathm  of  Bhodes-Hawksl^  Cnrs- 

rndenee.  See  Hawksley  Correspon- 
ee. 

India 

Seeretartf  of  Stoie— Right  Hon.  Lwd 
ti.  Hamilton. 

Under  Secretary — Earl  of  Onslow 

Afghanistan.  See  that  Titie. 

Anti^hanars  Riots,  Petition  for  Redress 
of  grievances,  Feb.  1,  696. 

Army 

Garrison— Government  Military  Pro- 
posals, Sur  C.  Dilke  on,  Feb.  IS, 
1287. 

Native  Troops,  Employment  of,  in 
South  Africa 
Q.  Mr.  Bambridge;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfmir.m  i.27L 

Beplaciog  Troops  sent  out  to  South 
Amca 

Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  6,  707. 

Troops   outside   the  Frontier — Ex> 
penditure 
Q.  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  5, 676^ 
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lif^ia — eont, 
Anny—eont. 

Troap»  Serving  out  of  India,  numbers, 

etc. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Lord  G. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  J,  271. 

Boots 

Indian  Contract  for  Boots  for  Soldiers 
in  Sonth  Africa— Prices,  etc. 
Q».Mr.  Channing ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  8,  909  ;  Feb.  9, 
lOW.. 

Expenditure  Commission  Report 

Q.  Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;  A.  Lord  0. 
Hamilton,  Feb.  8,  919. 

Famine 

Number  of  Persons  recuving  Belief, 
and  Area  affected 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum  ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  1,  283. 

Belief  —  Circular    Letter,  warning 
agunst  Imposition 
Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbum ;  A.  Lord 
G.  Hamilton,  Feb.  8,  919. 

Loans  raised  in  India,  Betum,  Jan.  30, 
51,  70. 

Merchant  Shipping— Extending  Load 
line  to  Indu 
Order  in  Gonntnl  presented,  Feb.  234. 

Native  Princee,  Loyalty  of— Sonth  African 
War 

O.  Duke  of  Somerset,  Jan.  30^  7. 

Natn  Brothers,  Belease,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  W.  Wedderbom ;  A.  Lend  G. 
Hamilton,  I^.  8,  930. 

Bailwa;  Snrveyi— Snrray  Party  of  1876 
Q.Mt.  Maclean ;  A.  Lord  G.  Hamil- 
ton. Feb.  ISj  1368. 

Secretary's  EataUishmoit— Revidon  of 
Appobtaienta,  etc..  Order  in  Council 
Fieaented.  m.  1,235. 

Trade,  Statement  Presented^  Jan,  30,  48. 

Wars  on,  or  beyond  the  borders  of  British 
India— Betnm  Presented,  Jan.  30,  70 ; 
Jan.  3S,  158. 

Industrial  and  Provident  Societies 

Beport,  Feb.  S,  401,  408. 

Inebriate  Retreats 

Bnles  as  to  Management  Presented,  Feb.  1, 
235. 

Inebriates  Acts,  1879  to  1889 

Petition  for  alteration  of  Law,  Feb.  3, 
407 !  Feb.  IS,  1216. 

Inebriates  Amendment  [Scotland]  Bill 
I.  IR.*  FA.  9,  lOM. 

Intermediate  Education  (baland)  Act 

Amendment  proposed 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  J.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour, 
Feb.  1,  292. 

International  Lav 

Contraband  of  Wai,  8u  that  Title. 
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Intoxicating  Liauers  Qiodal  Veto)  belend 
BiU 

c  IB.*  Feb.  J?,  424. 

Invasion  of  British  Empire 

Home  Defences— Army  v.  Fleet,  Sir  i\ 
Dilke  on  the  Government  Military 
propoHalH,  Feb.  12, 1282. 

Ipswich  C(HiK>tati<m  n^mways  Bill 

/,  IR.*  Feb.  13,  1162. 

Ireland 

Lord  Lieutenant—Eajl  Cadogan. 
ChUf  Secretar!f—B.t.  Hon.  G.  W. 
BalfoDT. 

Attomeif  General— Jti.  Hon.  J.  AtlriS' 
son. 

Solicitor  General — Mr.  D.  P.  Barton. 

Agrarian  Outrages — Returns  Presented, 
Jan.  SI,  158;  Feb.  233. 

Agricnltural  Grant  under  Local  Govern- 
ment Act,  and  the  County  Ceas 
Q.  Captain  Donelan;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
BaUour,  FA.  1, 290. 

Agricultural  and  Industrial  Department 

Transfer  of 
Science  and  Art  Department 

Q.    Sir  T.   Esmonde ;   A.  Mr. 
Plunkett,  Feb.  8,  937. 

National  Edncatitm  —  Provision  f«r 
Recouping  for  Kum  of  £78,000 
Q.  Mr.  Gibney ;  A.  Mr.  Atldnson, 
Feb.  8, 936 ;  Q.  Mr.  A.O'Coniior  : 
A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb.  IS,  1379. 

Allotments  Act,  Extending  to  Ireland 
Q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Feb.  U  292. 

Armagli,  Mid — New  Writ,  Jan.  JO,  54. 

Arms  Licences— Licence  refoiMd  to  Mr. 
J.  O'Neill 
Q.  Mr.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkinwo, 
Feb.  6,  724. 

Army 

uamsons — Concentration  of  Troi^  nl 
Mnllingar  or  Longford 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fanell:  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  13, 1964. 

MiliUa  and  Volunteei«,  See  tlioee 
Titles. 

AHdzes—Orders  in  Conndl  presented, 

Ke-arranging  of  the  CircnitM,  Jan.  Jl, 
159. 

Winter  Asdzes,  Jan.  Jl,  ISO  ;  Feb.  I, 

•235. 

Uallymacelligot— Delay  in  bearing  Fair 
Rent  applioatione 
Q.  Mr.  Fkvia;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  1, 293. 

BaukniptcT  Cout— Ordem  in  Coaueil 
Presented,  Jan.  31, 159 ;  Feb.  /,  233. 

Belfast,  ^Ve  that  Title. 

Bills  relating  to,  See  their  Titles. 

Carriage  Licences  in  Dnblin 

Q.  Mr.  Field  J  A.  Mr.  Atkinson.  /Vi. 
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CasUeislAud— Delay  in  hearing  Fair  Rent 
applicatiODB 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ; .(.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
h\b,  I,  293. 

Cattle  Importation — Foot   and  Mouth 
DixeMe 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  .4.  Mr.  Long,  Feb.  6, 
717. 

Cavan  Police  ¥onyo 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FamU ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 1 
son,  Feb,  9,  1038. 

Owmbarlain'B,  Mr.,  viait  to  DuUin— Con- 1 
duet  of  Trinity  College  Stndenta, , 
etc.  > 

Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  Ag. 
Mr.  (1.  W.  BaUour,  Feb. 446. 

Chnrch  Temporalities— Keport,  Feb.  1. ' 
23»  I  Feb.  iS63. 

Clare  Countv  Police  Chargets  etc.  i 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond  ;  ^.  Mr.  Atkin-  \ 
Bon,  Feb.  a,  1057.  I 

CtHigested  DintrictB  Board— Clare  County  ' 
to  be  inelndeJ  in  Scheduled  Dis- 
tricts 

Q.  Mr.    W.    Redmond ;   A.    Mr.  ' 
Phmkrtt.  Feb.  JJ,  1246.  I 

<Joanty  CeB« —Agricultural  Grant 

<'aptain  lr>oaeIan  ;  A.  Mr.  il.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  /,  290.  ' 

County  Court  Printing,  Payment  for,  by  ! 
the  County  Council  : 
V.  Mr.  Engledew ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  I 
Feb.  13, 1376. 

•Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Fw  Collective 
headiofc,  aee  that  Title. 

Cork,  See  that  Title. 

Crimean  Pennoners,  Inmates  of  Work- 1 

hou.'Ws  I 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  A.  iSi.  J.  P.  WUIiams,  I 
Feb.  «,  712. 

Onrtin,  Micliael,  ('ase  of 

Q.  Mr.  AuHtin ;  .4.   Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  .V.  934. 

Dingle  Pier,  Condition  of — proponed  Ex- 
tension, etc. 
g.  Sir  T.  EsnionJe  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinxon, 
Feb.  -7,  584. 

DutpenwrieH — New  Regnlations,  Increased 
Poor  Law  Expenditure,  etc. 
Q>i.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  Mr.  Daly  ;  As. 
Mr.  Atkinwn,  Feb.  ft,  929. 

Dbtrict  C'Oauoillors — Diaqnalifications  for 
Q.  Mr.  Power ;  A.  Mr.  U.  W.  Balfbor, 
Feb.  1,  280. 

Dublin.  See  that  Title. 

Education,    For  Collective  heading,  gee  : 
that  Title. 

Xnniscorthy  PoHt  Office— Delay  in  build- 
ing new  Office 
Q.  Mr.  T.  J.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy. ' 

Feb.. 7,590.  [ 

EvictioniH  < 

Evicted  Tenants  Bill.  See  that  Title. 

Notices  of  Evictions — Return*  Pre- 1 
rented,  /n».  ;iJ,  1S8 ;  Feb.  /,  233. 

^5 


Ireland— coH/. 

Evictions— fonf. 

Retumit,  Presented  Jan.  JO,  4S.  02 ; 
Jan.  .W,|58;  Feb.  Y,238. 

ExploKives,  Sale  of— New  Regulations, 

alleged 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 

son,  Feb.  a,  734. 

Fair  Rent  applical^onit.  For  Collective 
hwding,  see  Land  Commission. 

Galloway  Postal  Service,  Complaints 

V.  Mr.  O'Malloy ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
Feb.  0,  722 ;  y.  Mr.  Pinkerton  ;  A. 
Mr.  Hanbnry,  Feb.  Ij,  1-245. 

Gold  Ornaments  and  the  British  Museum 
q.  Sir  G.  T.  Erimonde  ;  .i.  Mr.  A- J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  I,  293. 

Granard  Estate— Purchase  of  Holding  by 
TenantH,  Action  t&  Land  C'ommis- 
Hioners,  etc. 
q.  Mr.  A.  P.  Farrell;  J.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son. Feb.  13, 187& 

Herring  Industry  —Government  Brand, 
etc 

q.  Mr.  Fhkvin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinmm,  Feb, 
^,385. 

Home  Rnle — IriHh  NationaHi4t»  and  the 
South  African  War. 
O.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Feb.  7,  862. 

Horses  for  South  African  War — 

q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  9, 1048. 

Intermediate  Education  Act  —  Amend- 
ment proposed 
q.  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  (J.  W.  BaMonr, 
Feb.  /,  292. 

Judicial  A|^MHntmentH 

Politics  of  Judges  receiving  appoint- 
ments 

q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  /i-,  1240. 

ReligiouH  Disabilitien 

Mr.  Daly.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill, 
Mr.  P.  O'Brien;  As.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  5,  5So  ;  q.  Mr. 
Daly;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  F^ 
13,  187ff. 

Reli^on  erf  Judges- Unequal  Xum- 
bem  of  ProteKtantH  to  Roman 

Catholics 
q.  Mr.  Daly;  A.  Mr.  G.  AV.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  1,  291. 

Judicial  Rents,  For  Collective  heading, 
gee  Land  (7onimiM>iion— Fair  R«ntM. 

Kanturk  Banmia)  Railn-ay  Guarantee 
q.  Mr.   Flynn;  A.  Mr,  Atkinson, 
Feb.  y,  1067. 

Kerry,  See  that  Title. 

Kildare — PoHtal  Complaints 

q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry,  /V6. 

723.  ' 

Land  Actii,  AdntiniHtration  and  Working 
of— Amendment  to  the  Address  [Mr. 
Dalyl^Vft.  9,  llll-Division,  1130. 


Land  Comniisidon,  For  Collective  heaflinos, 
«fe  that  Title.  ^  i 
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Ireland — font. 

Lifibnl  Conntv  Court  House- Action  of 
the  Hif^b  Sheriff 
Qs.  Mr.  ^^.  MacNeUI ;  Ai.  Mr.  Atkm- 
son,  Feb.  .5,  588  ;  Feb.  H,  936. 

lAatowet  MaU»— Delays 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.Htr.  Hanbury,  Feb. 
XS,  1244. 

Local  Gorernment  Act 

Amending  Bill 

V.  Mr.  EnL'ledew;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
l«iiy,  Feb.  13,  1374. 

OfBcuOs 

Claims  for  Compeni«ation,  etc — 
Fnoeednre  adopted  by  the 
Treasury  Deiwirtment 
(Ji.   Mr.    Dillon;   Am.  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Feb.  I,  '28r>. 

Remnnemtion  of  County-  and 
District  CouncilOfnciflJs  - 
ActioD  of  the  Local  (iovem- 
ment  tioanl 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon  ;  ^.  Mr.  (i.  W. 
Balfour,  Ftb.  I,  286. 

Betnmof  Ruleeimd  Orders,  Delay 
in  issning 
Qs.  Mr.  M.  Healy:  As.  Mr. 
a.  W.  BaMoar.  Feb.  7,289; 
Feb.  451. 

Local  Government  Election  Petitions— 
Commisuonem*  Jm^nentK,  Ketnm 
Q.  Mr.  Dillon ;  A.  Mr.  G.  AV.  Balfour. 
Feb.  /,  288. 

Local  Government  Rate  Allowances 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son. Feb.  5,  586. 

Lunatic  AHvlame — Grant  in  Aid  and  the 
Local  Taxation  AoeonntH 
Q.  Mr.   Power;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  13,  1876. 

Mi^pstrates  and  Justices  of  the  Peace — 
Removal  of  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Q.  Mr.  Mandeville  ;  A .  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  5,  589. 

Mayo,  New  Writ,  Feb.  C,  691. 

Militia,  See  tliat  Title. 

Muzzling  Order— Cork 

Q.  flr.  M.  Healy :  A.  Mr.  Plnnkett, 
Feb.  9, 1059. 

National  Scliool  Teachet»,  See  that  Title. 
Nursing— Out 'Nuriiing  in  Irish  Uniims 
Q.  MX.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Peh. 
^,933. 

Pared  Post  Route— StBinraer  and  Foita- 
down 

Q.  Mr.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Hanlmry,  Feb. 
9, 1054. 

Pauper  Cliildren — Boanling-out,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Daly  J  A.  Mr.  Atkinron,  Feb. 
8,932. 
Paupers,  Deporta^on  of 

Amendment  to  tiie   Aildrem  [Mr. 
Flavin!  Feb.  fl,  1153. 

City  of  Dublin  (>rie\'an(-e 

Q.  Mr.  Field;  .-1.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  G,  734. 


JxtHsSlAr-Conf. 

Peace     Pre!«en'ation     Act  —  Monaghan 
County  Council  Resolution,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Daly ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  /V6. 
1^,  1241. 

Piers  and  Harbours,  Expenditure  on— 
Return 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  9,  1054. 

Police   CelU   in  Belfa.'-t- Death  of  J. 
Thomp-Mm 
Q.  Mr.  Daly;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
/.',  1341. 

Police,  For  Collective  heading,  »ec  Con- 
stabulary-, Royal  Iri»h. 

Poor  Law 

Expenditure— Dispensary  Rules,  etc^ 
t^>i.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell.  Mr.  Daly; 
A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  8,  929. 

Offioem'  Salaries 

V.  Mr.  Haiuniond :  A.  Mr.  Am- 
bro!»e,  Feb.  IJ,  1375. 
Primary*  Edncauon — Reform 

Q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hicks-Boadi, 
Feb.  445. 

Printing — Government    Printing,  Copj-- 
nghted  Rate  Books 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  .i.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Feb.  L',  449. 

Prisons — Rule  in  Pursuance  of  the  Fine 
or  Imprisonment  [Scotland  and  Ireland] 
Act,  Feb.  r,,  649. 

Probate  Dutv  Grant — Distribution  of  the 
Gmnts  to  Poor  Law  Unions, 
delay  in 

Q.  Mr.  TuUy ;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Balfour. 
Feb.  1,  292. 

PnKlaimed  Meetings— Boeeomraon 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  13, 1241. 

Public  Accounts  and  CbatigeB  Aet,  1891— 
Treasury  Minute,  Feb.  6,  885,  697- 

Railway  Ainalgamadon  Bills,  See  Name^ 
of  Bills—GraAt  Soatliem,  Western,  ami 
Wat«rfoTd,  etc. 

Re-afforestation 

Q.  Mr.  Ffrench;  A.  Mr.  Plnnkctt« 
Feb.  I  J,  1247. 

Records,  PuUic— Ai^iendix  to  Report, 
Jan.  :iO,  45,  02. 

Representative  Peers,  Src  that  Title. 

Roads 

Contractors — Difficulties  of  obtaining 
access  to  Qoarriets  etc 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  FarreU;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  S,  929. 
Labourers  undertaking  matntenanee 
and  repairs  of  romia 
Q.  Capt.  Donelan  -.A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Fei.  1,  291. 

Royal  University  of  Ireland,  Account" 
and  Reports  Presented,  Feb.  5,  563: 
Feb.  3,  1041  :  Feb:  12,  1166. 

Rural  District  Couneils,  Number  of  Mem- 
bers Constituting  a  Quonim,  etc. — 
Amendment  of  Art 
I  Q.  Mr.  Engledew;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
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Ireland — cont. 

Sanitarv  Works — Charges  under  Local 
GoTerunient  Act,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Fairell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin 
son,  Feb.  U,  liJ43. 

Sdenoe  and  Art  Department,  Trans- 
ferring Management  and  Control, 
etc. 

Q.  Sir  T.  Eamonde ;  A.  Mr.  Plonkett, 
ft  937.. 

Sligi^s,  ManxuesB  of.  Estate— Conraspcnid- 
ence  with  the  Coi^ested  Districts 
Board 

y.  Dr.  Ainbroae;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Feb.  9, 105a 

Small  Homes  (Acquisition  of  Ownership) 
Act,  Extension  to  Ireland — cany- 
ing  out  of  the  Act  1^  the  District 

Councils 

Q.  Mr.  Austin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 

Feb.  588. 

South  African  War — Attitude  of  Ireland, 
Debate  on  the  Addre»>s,  Feb.  7,  830 

Stamp  Office  in  Cork — Transfer  of,  to 
more  convenient  centre 
Q.  Mr.  Healys  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 

Feb.  I,  288. 

Statutes — Co*  lification 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  1,  293. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature — Accounts 
Pl^senteil,  Feb.  12,  1217. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  Act,  1877 — 
Onlers  in  Council  Presented,  Jim.  SI, 
159  ;  Feb.  J,  235. 

Tallow— Kxtra  Police 

Q.  Mr.  Shee  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Ftb. 
IS,  1378. 

Taxation 

Over  Taxation  of  Ireland,  alleged— 
Amendment  to  the  Address  (Mr. 
Clauey),  Feb.  S,  1003 ;  Feb.  9, 1066 ; 
Dinsion,  1108. 

South  AMcan  War  Expenditure — 
Exemption    of   Irwand  from 
additional  Taxation 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond;  J.  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  Feb.  I  J,  1232. 

Telephone  Service— Cork  and  neigh- 
bouring Cities  in  the  South  of 
Ireland,  want  of  Communiea- 
tioD 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Han- 

Irary,  Feb.  i,  288. 

Tobacco  Growing  Experiment 

Q.  Mr.  W^.  Kedmoud ;  A.  Mr.  Plun- 
kett, Feb.  U,  1245. 

Town  Tenants — Legislation 

q.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  BaUour, 
Feb.  $,  451. 

University  Education— Facilities  for  Dis- 
cnsBiDn 

O.  Mr.  J.  Redmond,  Feb.  12,  1247. 

Valuation  of  Lwd — Re-valuation 

Qg.  Mr.  Held.  Mr.  Shee;  As.  Mr.  G. 
W.  Balfour,  FtA.  2, 450. 
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treland — cimt. 

Voluqteers  —  Formation   of  Volunteer 
Corps 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  Johnston,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien, 
Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  Aa.  Mr.  A.  J. 
-Balfour,  Feb.  o,  564. 

Warrlen  Estate 

Ejectment  Decrees,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  J.  FarreU;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  S,  930. 
National  Teachers*  Residence  Site 
Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinsmi, 
Feb.  9,  1056. 

Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway — Dis- 
missal of  Employes 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien ;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas,  Feb.  S,  583. 

Westport  Landlords  desirous  of  -selling 
Estates,  Congested  Districts  Board 
refusing  to  purchase 
Q.  Dr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  13,  1375. 

Wexford  Bay,  Steam  Trawling  in 

Qs.  Mr.  Ffrench ;  Aa.  Mr.  Phinkett. 
Mr.  Atkinson,  F^.  S,  933. 

Lish  Brigade  with  the  Boers 

Alleged  Murder  of  wounded  Prisoner 
Q.  Mr.   Mandeville ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUliams,  Feb.  12,  1224. 

Irish  MembOTB 

Railways,  Pa-sses  for— Free  Passes 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;      Mr.  Ritehie,  Feb.  6, 

721. 

Irish  Nationalist  Members 

Sympathy  with  the  Boers 

Debate  on  the  Address,  Feb.  7,  830. 

Sanderson,  Col.,  on,  Feb,  2, 

Os.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy,  Mr.  J.  Red- 
mond and  The  Speaker,/Vi&.^^ 

Iziegnlar  Corps 

Volunteers  and   Yeomanry,  See  those 

Titles. 

Isolation  Hospitals  Bill 

/.  IR.'  Feb.  5,  5fi0. 

Italy 

Parcel     Post    Convention  —  Additiona 
Articles,  Jan.  30,  45,  64. 

Postage  Kates  to  Southern  Italy — Sur- 
charges en  Letters 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan;  A.  Mr.  Hanbuiy, 
Feb.  IS,  1372. 

Trade  Reports,  Jan.  So,  47,  49. 

Iveagh's,  Lord,  Ambulance  Corps 

Members  of,  as  Combatants 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  !),  1048. 

Jamaica 

Legislative   Council  —  Nominated  and 
Electetl  Members,  Action  of  the 
Governor,  etc. 
Q.   Mr.  S.   MacNeill ;    A.   Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  6,  715. 

Report  Presented,  Jan.  30,  ^,f^.^^ri\t^ 
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Jameson  Baid 

Exctifle  ior  Arming  of  the  Transvaal 
Q.  Mr.  Hartley,  Feb.  7,  371. 

Hawksley  Correspondence.  See  that 
Title. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Address, 
.fan.  30,  125,  144;  Jan.  31,  184,  199, 
211  t  Fa.S,  457;  F^-  5,  605. 

Japan 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  -  Act  —  Order  in 
Council  Presented,  Feb.  1,  234. 

Jan-ow  and  Hebbam  Electridty  Simply 
Bill 

€.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1031. 
in.*  Feb.  13, 1204. 

Jelfreya,  Mr.  A.  F.  [Hants,  N.] 

South  African  War 

Foruee — Home  and  Foreign  Produce, 
Prices,  etc.,  Feb.  5,  573. 

Transport    Ships  —  Meat    on  the 
"American,"  Feb.  ii,  435. 

"Jelunga" — Transport  Ship  Service 

Condition  of  Women  and  Children  on 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A,  Mr.  Wj-nd- 
bam.  Feb.  5, 574. 

Jessel  Oapt.  H.  M.  [St.  Pancras,  S.] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  tiie  Regular  and 
Auxiliaiy  Forces  —  Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  12,  1456. 

Johnson-Ferguson,  Mr.  J.  E.  [L«cester, 

Loughborough] 

Veterinary  Advisers  to  the  Board  of 
Agricultnre,  Feb.  ti,  718. 

Johnston,  Mr.  W.  [He1faHt,S.] 

Army — Strengthening  and  Inipronns 
OiganiHation  of  the  Ri^ular  and 
Auxiliary  Forces — Uovemment  Pro- 
posals, /H.  13, 1454. 

Irish  Vf^unteera—Fomiation  of  Irish 
Corps,  Feb.  064. 

Wliisky.  Irish.  Weak  Whisky  in  Bond, 
Feb.  13,  1373. 

Jordan,  Mr.  [Fermanagh,  S.] 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (1S98) 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.,  Feb.  U,  1490, 
ISOO,  1511. 

Journal  of  the  House 

Sessional  Order,  Jan.  HO,  61. 

Judges,  Ireland 

Politics  of  Judges  Receiving  Appoint- 
ments 

Q.  Mr.   Daly;         Mr.  Atkuuon. 
Feb.  IS,  1240. 
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Jodges.  Ireland— 

Religioos  Disabilities 

Mr.  Daly,  Mr.  S.  MacNeillMr. 
P.    O'Brien;   As.   Mr.  AtkinsBB. 

Feb.  5,  585  ;  Feb.  13,  1375. 

Keligion  of  Jadges— Unequal  Nnmbaof 
Protestant?  to  Roman  Catbcdier 
Q.  Mr.  Daly  :  .A.  Mr.  U.  W.  BaUm. 
Feb,  i.291. 

Judicial  Benta,  IieUmd 

See  Land  Commission. 

Judicial  Statistics  (Scotland)  Act,  1869 
Report,  Jtm.  30,  49.  02. 

Eantork  Baronial  Railway  Guarantee 

Q.  Mr.  Fh-nn  ;  A.  Mr.  Atkiiuvn,  Fth.  s, 
1057. 

Kearley,  Mr.  H.  £.  [Devonport] 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Admini*- 
tration  of — Amendment  to  the  Addrw, 
Feb.  8,  956,971,973. 

Smith,  6.,  Cam  of.  Feb.  IJ,  123a 
Kenmare 

Warden  Estate,  Ser  Kerry. 

Kennaway,  Bight  Hon.  Sir  J.  H.  [Dt^M. 

Honiton] 

Qaeen's  Speech— The  Addreae,  Tanint- 
tion  oi  Debate,  Jan.  31,  230. 

Eeuyon-Slaney,  Colonel  W.  [Shropshin; 

Newport] 

Army  —  Strengtliening  and  improving 
Oiganisation  of  the  Regular  aiui  Aoxi- 
liaiy  Forces— Government  Pn^oMk, 
Feb.  13,  1407. 

South  African  War— Government  and  tbe 
War  [Vote  of  CensureJ,  Fdt.  6,  ISO. 

Keny 

Extra  Police  in  County  Kerry 

Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinm, 
Feb.  8,  931. 

Land  Commission  Sittings 
Appeals 

V.  Mr.  Flavin  ;   A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  /.I,  587. 

Fair  Rent   ApplioaticMis    in  Kwth 

Kerr>- 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  J,  450. 

Warden  Estate 

Ejectment  Decrees,  etc 

Q.  Mr.  T.  J.  Farrell ;  A.  Xt 
Atkinson,  Feb.  S,  990. 

National  Teacher's  BeddeneeSitc 
Q,  Mr.  Flai-in  t  A.  Mr.  AtSan- 
son,  Feb.  9, 10S6. 

KUdare 

Postal  Arrangements — Complaint 

V.  Mr.  Held :  A.  Mr.  Hanbniy,  /Vi^ 
e,  723.      ^  , 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


Vol.  78.] 


SESSION  1900. 
Jan.  30— « 14. 


[Kim— Lan 


lOmberley 

Treatmeiit  of  Natives 

0.  Mr.  J.  Boms,  Feb  6,  794. 

Kimborley,  Earl  of 

Army — Military  Meawires  for  Rtrei^tben- 
ing  the  Army,  etc,  Feb.  12,  1188. 

Qaeeo's  Speech — The  Addrena,  Jan.  SO,  13. 

South  African  War  and  British  Goveni- 
ment— Want  of  Knowledge,  Forenght, 
etc.,  Jan,  30,  15. 

Treaaory,  Powers  of— Reflection  on  the 
Chancellor  of  the  Excheqaer,  Feb,  1, 
238,  240. 

Kingscourt.  Eeady,  and  Azmagh  Bail- 
way  BiU 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1031. 
IH.*  Feb,  IS,  1204. 

Kingston-npon-Tliames  Oorporation  Bill 

/.  IH.*  Feb.  IS,  1182. 

Kinfi^n-npon-Thames  Oas  Bill 

/.  lR.'Feb.JL>,  1164. 

Knott  End  Bailwfv  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1031. 
IE.*  Feb.  13,  120S. 

Knowles,  Hr.  Lees  [Salford,  West] 

Army  —  Stirengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  vub  Begolar  and 
Anxiliaiy  Forces,  Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  12,  1414. 

Volunteers  on  Foreign  Service,  Officers' 
CommissionB,  Feb.  1, 274 ;  Feb.  S,  912. 

"  Kowshing  " 

Claims — Negotiations,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Provand ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  9, 1051. 

Labonchere,  Mr.  H-  [Northampton] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  impro^Hng 
Organisation  of  uie  Kegular  and 
Auxiliary  Forces,  Government  PioposalB, 
Feb,  1^,  1326. 

Hawksley  Correspondence — lAjing  up<m 
the  Table  of  the  House,  Feb.  6,  sm. 

Labonrers'  Cottages,  Ireland 

Newcastle  West  Scheme 

Q.  Mr.  Austin;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  8,  937. 

Ladysmith 

See  South  African  War. 
Lagos 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act — Order  in  Connoil 
Piesented,  Feb.  1, 234. 

Iteport  Presented,  Jan.  30,  46,  63. 
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Lambeth  Water  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1032. 
IR.*  Feb.  13, 1205. 

L&nca^bJ^,  D^^thiie,  and  East  Coast 

e.  Oiderad,  FOt.  9,  1082. 
IK.*  Feb.  IS,  1205. 

Lancashire  Ocnpnation  Bill 

r.  Ordered,  FOt.  9,  1032. 
In.*  Feb.  12, 1205. 

Lancashire  Electric  Power  BiU 
c  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1032. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1205. 

Lancashire  Inebriates  Acts  Board  Bill 
/.  iR.*  Feb.  IS,  1162. 

Lancashire  and  Tcndcshixe  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  F^.  9. 10^ 
IR.*  Feb.  13, 1205. 

Land 

Compulsory  Hiring  of  Land  under  Local 
Government  Act,  1894— Number  of 
Orders  deposited  with  the  Local 
Government  Board 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Feb.  5,  590. 

Highlands  of  Scotland,  Crofters  and 
Goitars'  Grievances — Debate  on  the 
Address,  F^.  8,  973. 

Ireland 

Compulsory  Purchase— Debate  on  the 

Address,  j'ei.  d,  1111. 
Re-valnation 

Q».  Mr.  Field,  Mr.  Shee;  Mr. 
G.  W.  BaUoor,  Feb.  S,  460. 

Sales  by  Municiml  Corporations 

Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Fd>.  IS,  1236. 

Land  Acts,  Ireland 

Administration  and  Working  of — Amend- 
ment to  tiie  Address  [Mr.  Dalyl  FOt.  9, 
1111,  Division,  USa 

Evictions  —  Notice,  etc.,  8w  Title 
Evictions. 

Land  Charges  Bill 

IR.*  Feb.  S,  402. 
2R.*/'e6.  J^,  1167. 

Land  Gonuniasion,  Ireland 

Account  Presented,  Feb.  5,  563. 
Administration  and  working  of  the  Land 

Acts — Debate  on  the  Addresi^  Feb.  9, 

nil  ;  Division,  1150. 

Cork,  County  Applications  for  Fair  Rente 
Q.   Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  S,  447. 

Judicial  Bents,  Returns  presented,  Jan, 
30,  43,  62  ;  Jan.  SI,  158.     ^  , 
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Land  Omnmis^n,  Irdand— 
Kerry 

Appeals 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  J,  400. 

Applications  for  Fair  Bentn  in  Xorth 
Kerry 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ,  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  J,  4S0. 

CaHtleiHtand     and  Ballimacelligot 

District 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W. 
Qaiioui,  Feb.  /,  293. 

Proceedings — Retnmt<,  Jaji.  .'SO,  45, 
Jan.  SI,  158 ;  /'c6.  I,  233. 

KetumH 

Mr.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  (1.  W. 
Balfour,  Feb.  f,  447;  Q.  Mr.  M. 
Healy;  ^.  Mr.  Atkinijon,  Feb.  6, 
726. 

Land  Transfer  Act,  1897 

Paper  Pre«ented,  Feb.  I,  -ISo  ;  Feb.  408. 

Land  Values  Taxation  [Scotiand]  Bill 
ft  IB.*  Feb.  6-.  730. 


Land  Valuation  [Scotland]  Act 
Amendmont  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  J,  424. 


[1864] 


Lansdowne,  ULaxfiuesBot—Secfetni^  of  State 

for  War 


Army 

Contemplatei!  Military' 

F,  b.  J,  552. 


Measures, 


Strengthening  and  Improving  Orinuii- 
satioD  of  tlie  liegular  and  Auxiliary 
KorcBH,  Government  Projwsals — 
Statement,  m  ^5,1468,  1194. 

Coal  Supply  for  National  Retjuii'enientf, 
Feb.  5,  561. 

Queen's  Speech— The  Address,  Jau.SO,  39. 

South  Africfui  War 

Boer  Armaments,  Strength  of  the 
Enemy  and  the  Intelligence  Depait- 
ment  of  War  Office,  etc.,  Jan.  30, 
39 ;  Feb.  1,  246. 

Commands  at  the  Front,  Feb.  14, 
1168. 

Maps,  Surveys,  etc.,  F^.  i,  406. 

Si^on  Kon— Boer  Treatment  of 
British  Wounded,  iVfi.  8,  900. 

Telegrams  to  SoMiers  in  South  .^Vfrica 
— Cotle  wcHnls,  Reduction  of  Cost, 
etc,  Feb.  8^  899. 

Volunteers,  Recnilf^ng~Colonel  Edis  and 
the  Inspector-Genaral  of  Auxiliary 
Forces,  Feb.  5,  56ft. 

Yeomanry,  and  the  South  African  War— 
Chaplains,  Suggested  Appointment, 
Feb.  e,  687. 
TUAav  in  Transport  to  the  Fnmt, 


Latimer  Boad  and  Acton  Railway  BilL 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1033. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1206. 

Laurie,  Lt-Oen.  J.  W.  [Pembroke,  Haver- 
fordwest] 

Electoral  Disahilities  [Military  SerrioeBj 
Bill,  Kxtension  to  Anny  and  74avy 
Forces,  Feb.  6",  TOO. 

South  African  War 

Cnmidian  Medical  ConUngent—Ke- 
furtal  Ity  the  War  Office,  Feb.  9, 
1040. 


Transi>ort    ShipK,  Meat 
"  American,"  Feb.  -'.  434. 


on  the 


Lawrence,  Mr.  W.  F.  [Liverftool,  Aber- 
oromby} 

Colonial  Rum— Excise  Uutiee,  Fdf,  IS, 
1365. 

LaWBon,  TSx.  J.  G.  [York,  N.R,  Think] 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act  [1898] 
Amendment  Bill,  SR.,  Ff^.  14^  1495. 
1498. 

Taxation  of  Ireland — Over  Taxatimi, 
aU^'ed, />6.  9,  1081. 

LttWBon,  ^  W.  [Cumberland,  Cockermouth] 
South  African  War,  Feb.  7,  883. 

Lea,  Sir  T.  [Lnndondeny,  8.] 

Williams,  Emanuel,  Cai<e  of,  r>', 
721. 

Leasehold  Enfirancbisement  [En^and  and 
Wales]  Bill 

e.  IR.*  Feb.  J,  421. 

Lee  Conservancy  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1032. 
1R.»  Feb.  K',  1206. 

Lee-Enfield  Eiile 

Sighting— Statement  [Mr.  Hrodrick],  Fi  b. 

340. 

Trials 

Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Wj-ndliam,  Frb. 
a,  710. 

Leug,  Sir  J.  [Dundee] 

Lkiuor  Licensing  LawH  Commission— 
Legislation,  Feb.  6,  717. 

Seamen— Unclainie<l  Wages  of  Deceasetl 
Seamen,  Feb.  13,  1371. 

Soldiers'  Effects  Fuwl— C'rimean  Soldiers 
Widows,  Feb.  8,  915. 

South  African  War  Relief  Funds,  Ad- 
nunu4tratum — Danger  of  Overlapping, 
etc..  Feb.  J,  208. 

Level  Crossings 

Long  Eaton  Level  Crossin;:,  Dangers  of 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Kitehie, 
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Xicoised  Premises  [Honrs  of  Sale]  [Swt- 
UDd]  Bill 

e.  IB.*  Feb.  9, 1064. 

Licouiiig 

See  Liijuor  Trafiic  and  Liquor  Licencing 
Laws. 

lachfield.  Barl  of 

Tel^mms  to  Soldiers  in  Soutb  Africa — 
CcMe  wordn,  Jleduclion  of  cost,  etc, 
Feb.  a,  898. 

Ucbfield  Bifle  Bange 

ProgreiM  of  f'onstnictioii,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  Wyadliam, 

Feb.  A  275. 

Iceboat  SOTTice 

R<^1  NaMmial   Lifeboat  Institution — 
Telephonic  Commnnication 
Sir  O.  tinll;  A.  Mr.  Hanbtiry, 
Feb.  .7,  378. 

Ufford  County  Court  House 
Action  of  the  Higli  SheritfH 

<J$.  Mr.  S.  ::^NeUl :  At.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Frb.  o,  588  ;  Feb.  a;  935. 

Idght  Bailways  Act,  1896 

Orders  Presented,  Feb.  9,  1023.  1038. 

Iiighl^ouses 

British  PoBsesstonB  Abroad,  Dues  an<l 
Expenditure,  Account  Presented,  Jan. 
.10,  51,  67. 

InHpection  of  Local  Liylitliouse-: — Reporta 
Pre«ent«I.  Jati.  .il,  m  ;  F<:b.  J,  235. 

Uncoln,  Coanty  of— Light  Bailway 
Orders  Presented,  Feb.  9, 1023, 1038. 

Idncoln  Corporation  [Tramways]  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  I.',  1162. 

Lianor  Licensing  Laws  Commission 

Lncislation 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng ;  J.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  b\  717. 

Liquor  Traffic  and  Liquor  Idcensiiig  Laws 

Billii,  See  their  names. 

Iruli  \Vhisky,  Weak  Whisky  in  Bond 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Johnston  ;  ,4.  Mr.  Han- 
bory,  Feb.  13,  1373. 

New  Hebrides— Sale  of  Liquor  to  Natives 
Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  .Mr.  Brodrick, 

Feb.  13, 13«J. 

Scotch  Whisky — Distributing  Samples 
Q.  Mr.  J.  WUaon;  A.  Mr.  A.  G. 
Murray,  /Vr6. 13, 13(i9. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  Bill 

c  IR.'  Feb.  J,  423. 

Liquor  Traffic  Local  Veto  [Scotland]  Bill 

ft  IE.*  Feb.  6,  729: 
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Uqnor  Traffic  Local  Veto  [Wales]  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  6,  731, 

Listowel  Hails 

Delay:* 

Q.  Mr.   Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbar)-, 
Feb.  1344. 

Liverpool  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Ordered,       9, 1033. 
IR.*  Feb.  JJ,  1206. 

Liverpool  Overhead  Bailway  Bill 

/.  lit.*  Feb.  1164. 

Llandrindod  Wells  Water  Bill 

Standing  Order  Comi>li»l  with,  Feb.  S, 
901. 

Llest  Colliery  Explosion 

Report,  Jffii.  ,10,  47,  f)3. 

Uoyd-Oeorge.  Mr.  D.  [(-'amarvon] 

South  Africnn  War— Policy  of  tlie  (Govern- 
ment, Uitlanders'  Grievance*',  etc.  (Vote 
of  Cenxnre)  Feb.  ti,  758. 

Loans 

Foreign  Loans,  Hee  NaiiieR  of  CountrieH. 

India,  Loans  raised  in,  Return,  Jtm.  .!  it 
51,  70. 

Loan  Societies 

Abstract  of  Accounts,  Feb.     4Ul,  408. 

Local  Authorities'  Servants 

Superannuation — Petitionn  for  Alteration 
of  Law,  Jn». .?/,  157  ;  Feb.  1, 249 ;  Feb.  J, 
562 ;  Feb.  902 ;  Feb.  9,  IWO  ;  Feb.  1..', 
1216. 

Local  Oovemment  Act,18M 

Petition  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Jan.  31, 
157. 

Local  Government  Board 

President— \\t.  Hon.  H.  C'liapHn. 

Patiiameiitarff  Serfefftri/  —  Mr.  T.  W. 
RuKsell. 

Local  Oovemment  drelaad)  Act 

Sec  Ireland. 

Local  Oovemment  Qreland)  Act  (1898) 
Amendment  Bill 

c.  IB.'  Feb.  .'.413. 
2r.  Feb.  14, 1310. 

Local  Oovemment  (Scotland)  Bill 

c.  IR.'  Feb.  J,  412. 

Local  Ctovemment  Bate  (Ireland) 
Allowances 

Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  .1.  Mr.  Atkin- 
wn,Feb.  .^,586.  Ct^r\n\o 
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Gwemment  Property  (Exemption  from 
Rates),  See  that  Title. 

Gronnd  Kents  (Taxation  by  Local  Autbo- 
rities),  Petitions,  Feb.  9, 1040. 

Gnmnd  Valnee  Taxation  (Seotland)— 
Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Lav.  Feb. 
7.829. 

Land  Values  Taxation  (Scotland)  Bill.  &e  r    ^     ■»  . 
that  Title.  «»M»uu;j>ui.«ee  London  XXiiiT«Mity 

Woodlands,  Rating-Petitions.  Jan.  31.  '       %-Election  New  M'rit,  Jan.  30, 54. 


London  Sea  Water  SupsHj  BUI 

I.  IR."  Feb.  12,  1164. 

London  Telephone  Exchange 
Tariff  and  Rwolations 

Q.  Mr.  novand ;  A.  Mr.  HaabniT 
Feb.  9. 1038. 


157  ;  Feb.  S,  408  ;  Feb.  S,  9021 

Local  Veto  BilU 
See  TUles  of  Billg. 


London  Water  [Purchase]  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1033. 
IR.*  Feb.  12, 1208. 


Lockwood,  Lt-OoL  A.  [Ek«x,  Epidng]      I«ndon  Water  Supply 

Army— Strengthening    and    improving  ;       "^^^  Metropolitan  Water  ISnpply. 
Oi^nisation  of    the    Regular  and 
Auxiliary  Forces— i;overunent  Pro- 
posaU.  FA.  IS,  13uj. 

Edacation    Department  —  Consnltati^-e 
Ctmimittee,  FA.  l>,  1239. 

London,    Brighton,  and  South   Coast ! 
Bailwiqr  Bill 

/.        Feb.  IS,  1164.  I 


London  Water  [Welsh  Supply]  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  lOSa 
IB.*  Feb.  12, 1208. 


London  and  India  Docks  Joint  Com- 
mittee Bill 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  fi,  10.32. 
IR.*  Ftb.  1:?,  1206. 


^**S;«Jf^S5;S?°^ii  =PPin«i  London  and  North-WertemBailwayBm 

xoroBi  Miiway  urn  ordered.  Ffb.  f».  10.^ 

c  Ordered, 9,  1033.  .  m  *  Feb  /  '  1206 

IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1208.  ' 

I 

London  County  Council  (Compulsory Pnr  '  ^*°*rnr.H?  Korth-Westem  BaUway 
chase  of  Land]  Bill  iwaiesj  Bui 

c.  Ordered,  /V6.  9, 1033.  I 
IK.*  /"eA.  J^,  1207.  I 

-     -     ^         „  :  London  and  St.  Katharine  Docks  and 

Londim  uoonty  Council  [General  Powers]  I        East  and  West  India  Dock  Com- 

BUI  panies  Bill 

c.  Ordered.  Feb.  9,  1033.  I       c.  Ordereti,  Feb.  0,  1033. 

IB.*  Feb.  12,  1207.  I  IR.*  Feb.  1207. 

LondqnOmnty  Council  [Impro«men1»]  j  ^  Soutti  Western  BaUway  BiU 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1033.  '  P*^*^'  ^''\'^}*^^ 

in.*  Feb.JS,  120S.  liu*  Feb.  }.',mr 

I 

London    County  Council    [Spitalfields  \  "^u^'-'^'  T^^,"*  9f  Board 

Market]  Kll  lokiwuuoiub  i  o/Affnn^ftur,-  (Ln  erpool.  We*>t  Derby] 

.        Foot  and  Mouth  Disease 

Importation   of   Cattle   to  Ireland. 
I  Feb.  0,  717.  " 


Market] 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1083. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1208. 


London  EjrdranUc  Power  Company  BiU  . 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1164. 

London  Hnnicipalilaes  [Women's  Dia- 1 
ahUitiesBemoval]  KU 

c.  IR.*  Fd>.  S,  414. 

London  Scottish  Volunteers  ' 

Grant  towards  Outfit  I 
Q.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  \ 
fi,706.  I 
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Information  ax   to    Prevalence  of 
Diwase  in  Vorugn  Countries.  /V6. 

S,  927. 

Ontlireak:*— Kegulations,  etc.,  Feft.  8, 
928  :  1052,  1053. 

Veterinary  Advisers  to  the  Board  of  Agri- 
culture, Feb.  I!,  718. 

Long  Eaton  Level  Crossing 

Dantier-s  of 

SirW.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Kitchi& 
Feb.  G,  719.  I 
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Longford 

Orananl  Estate — PirrcluiKe  of  Holdings  by 
Tenants,  Action  of  the  Land  Com- 
niissioners,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell  j  A.  Mr.  Alkin- 
Bon,  Feb.  13, 1376. 

Lord  Advocate  Scotland 

Right  Hon.  A.  G.  Murray. 

Lord  Oiancelior  of  Ireland 

Lord  ABhIxmrne. 

Lord  Chief  Justice  of  Em^d 
Lonl  KiiHsel)  of  Killowen. 

Lord  High  Chancellor 

Earl  of  Halsburj'. 

Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland 

Earl  Cailf^fan. 

Lord  President  of  the  Conncil 

Dnke  of  Devonshire. 

Lough,  Mr.  T.  [Islington,  W.] 

Army — Strengthening  and  luiprovinE  Or- 

fanisiition  of  the  Regular  and  Auxuiaiy 
orces,  Giovemment  Proposals,  Feb.  12, 
142S. 

BiuineHs  of  the  House,  Feb.  S,  939. 

"ParliamentaiT  Debates  "—Free  Copies 
of  Koimd  Vommes  for  Members,  Feb.  S, 
924. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  iml  Ailniinis- 
tration  of,  etc.,  Feb.  S,  970,  971.  I 

Taxation    of  Ireland— Over   Taxation,  j 
alleged,  Feb.  9,  1073  - 

\Vorknien'»  Tranw— Alteration  of  Model  1 
Clause  in  Tramway  BUls,  Fi  b.  S,  920.  j 

Lowestoft  Bailway  BUI 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1033.  1 
IK.'  Fib.       1208.  j 

Lowther,  Bight  Hon.  J.  [Kent.  Thanet]  | 

Business  of  the  Honae,  Feb.  S,  939, 

Finimcial  BnsinesH— Precedence    on  ' 
Tuesdays,  Feb.  /?,  1251.  i 
"Parliamentary  Debates"— Free  Copies  | 
of  BoTUid  Vofonies,  Feb.  8, 925.  { 

Lowther,  Bi|^  Hon,  J.  W.—Chamiian  of  \ 
Committees  [Cumberland,  Pennth] 


Iritth  Railwa}*s  Amalnimation  Bills— Ori- 
gination in  House  St  I<ords,  Feb.  6, 695. 

Lubbock,  Bight  Hon-  Sir  J. 

New  Peer,  Jan.  .10,  5. 

Lunacy  Bill 

/.  IE.*  F.'b.  n,  549. 
2r.  Fcl.  12,  1167. 

Lunatic  Asylums 

Ireland — Grant  in  aid  and  Local  Taxation 
Account 

Q.  Mr.  Power;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  J3,  1376. 
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Lunatic  Asylums — ront. 

Midlothian  and  Peebles  District  Lunacy 
Board,  Genenl  Knles,  Present  of,  Jan. 
^,53,69. 

Visitors,  Number  of  Visits  made,  etCr 
Report,  Jan.  30,  50,  70. 

Lnxemlmrg,  Grand  Duchy  of 

Trade  Marks  Protet^ion,  Deolaiation,  F^. 

13,  1364,  1357. 

Lyelli  Sir  L-  [(Orkney  and  Shetland] 

Highlands  of  Scotland— Deer  Forests, 
Srofteia,  and  Cottars'  Grievances,  etc., 
FOt.  S,  9B0. 

Macartney.  Mr.  W-  E-  -  Sea-etary  to  the 
Admiirtity  [Antrim,  S.] 

Trwaport  Service 

Farewells  on  Transports,  Feb.  3,  437. 

Horsei  on  Transports— Retnma,  F^, 

Meat  on  the  "American,"  Feb.  S,  485. 
Pio\'i«ions  on  "  Pavonia,"  Feb.  S,  436. 

Macdona,  Mr-  J-  C  [Sonthwark,  RotlierhitheJ 
Asia — German  and  Russian  ll^hvay  Con- 
atmction,  Feb.  13,  1367. 

India— Railway  Survey  of  1876,  Feb.  13, 
1368. 

MacNeill,  Mr.  Swift  [Donegal,  S.] 

Address  in  Answer  to.Queen's  Speech — 
Facilities*  for  Discustdon  <rf  Amend- 
ments, teh.  I,  258. 
i        Business  of  the  House,  Financial  Business 
j  —Precedence  on  Tuesdays,  Feb.  lH,  1250, 

Company  Bill— Ministers  of  the  Crown 
and  Directorships  of  Companies,  Feb.  13, 
\  1379. 

I        Engineers,    Royal,    Deiiartment  —  High 
Chargas  for  Building  Work,  alleged, 
i  Inquiry  into  Administration,  Feb.  IS, 

12^0. 

Gold  Coast  Railways— Cape  Coast  to 
j  Axim,etc., /■(■fc.  S,  918. 

1  Government  Bills— Ten  Minute  Rule, 
I  /Vft.  75, 1380, 1381. 

Government  Clerical  Establishments 
Vacancies  —  Sons  and  Daughters  of 
Army  and  Navy  Officers,  Feb.  S,  916. 

Hawksley  Correspondence — Tndfpendance 
Beige  Publication,  Feb.  1,  259. 

•Jamaica  Legislative  Council — Nominated 
and  Elected  Members,  Action  of  the 
Governor,  etc.,  Feb.  6",  715. 
"  Jelunga,*'   Transport   Sliip- Condition 
of  ^V  omen  and  Cliildren  on,  Feb.  5,  574. 

Lifford  County  Court  House— Action  of 
the  High  STierifr,  Feb.  5,  688 ;  Ff^.  8, 

935. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  {1898> 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.,  Feb.  14.  1503, 
1508, 1510.  ^ 
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Militia,  DistribatloD  of  Regilne^t^^— Imh  I 
Regiments  sen-ing  in  Gnat  Britain,  etc.,  | 
Feb.  i?,  441.  I 

Milner*?,  Sir  A.,  Staff— Appointment  of  I 
Mr.  F.  H.  Wilson,  Feb.  9,  1044.  ' 

R^unental  Officera'  Quarters,  >A'ives  of  j 
•  Officers  and  the  Surrender  of  Quarters,  . 
Feb.  i',  439.  1 

Religious  Disabilities  in  Ireland— Lord 
Justices,  Fd).  o,  585. 

Russian  Loan  to  Persia — Couimnnication 
from  Persian  Government,  Feb.  0,  1051. 

Sooth  African  War 

Butler,  Sir  W. — Views  and  Proceed- 
ings, Resignation,  etc.,  De>iMitchea 
relating  to,  Feb.  1,  255  ;  Fi  L  704. 
Egyptian  Gans  and  Stores,  8, 
905. 

Greene,  Mr.  Conyngliani,  and  Mr. 

Chamberlain,   Interview  lnjtween, 
.  Feb.  429. 

News  of  the  AVar — Time  of  INiMica- 

tion  at  the  War  Office,     1.  .',  438. 
Sttniatm  —  Treatment    of  Invalid 

Soiaiera.  Feb.  9,  1047. 
Volunteer  Officers'  Commiasioius  Sale 

by  Agency,  etc.,  Feb.  1?,  1231. 
Woiseley,  Lonl,  and  Intelligence  De- 

^^rtm'ent — Boer  Strength,  Feb.  1, 

Stock  Exchange — Alleged  Outrage  by 
Transvaal  War  Enthusiast,  Feb.  1, 278. 

Taxation  of  Ireland  —  ( Iver  Taxation, 
allege.1,  Feb.  !),  1083. 

War  Office  Inquiry  Committee  of  1898 — 
Recommendations  of  Committee,  Feb.  13, 
1229. 

HcCartan,  Hr.  H.  [Down,  S.] 

Belfast  Union — Charge  against  an  Em- 
ploy^, Misappropriation  of  Foocl,Ff6.  S, 
687. 

U'Orae,  Mr.  G.  [Edinbuigb,  E.] 

Volunteer  Officers'   CominiaMone,  etc. — 
Conditionx  of  Emplovment  on  FwugB  | 
Service,  Feb.  J,  274;  ^eb.  8,  912.  [ 

MXachlan,  John—  i 

Commandeeretl  \fy  the  Enemr.  Shot  for  I 
refusing  to  fight,  alleged 

I 

Qs.  Col.  Pryce-Jones,  Mr.  B.  Roberts,  i 
(>^ol.  Milwanl :  As.  Mr.  J.  Cham-  ' 
berlain,  /'e6.  3,  3fSS ;  Q.  Mr.  R  ' 
Roberte;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain,  ' 
Feb.  8,  906. 
HXeod,  Ur.  J.  [Sutherland] 

Hi<;hland8  of  Scotland  —  Deer  Forests,  , 
(.'rofters'  and  Cotters'  Grievances,  etc., 

Feb.  S,  985. 

Haddison,  Mr.  F.  [Sheffield,  Brightside] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and   Improving  ; 
Organisation  of  the  R^nilar  and  Anxi- 
liary  Force",    (toveminent  Proposals, 
Feb.  K',  1308. 

Welsh  Railway  Disimte,  Feb.  .>,  582. 
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Mafdking 

See  South  African  War. 

UagerBfontein  Engacement 

See  South  AMcan  War. 

Macistnttes  and  Justices  of  the  Peace 
Reiiu>Tal  of  JnsUces  of  the  Peace,  Irdand 
Q.  Mr.  Mande>-ille ;  A.  .Mr.  AtldnMm, 

Feb.  5,  589. 

Maidenhead  Gas  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1033. 
IH.*  Feb.  12,  1209. 

Mail  Service 

American  Maib*,  Time  occupied  in  Transit 
—Return  ordered  [Sir  J.  Leng],  Feb.  IS, 
1357. 

Australian  Mail  Steamers— Freimuitle  aw 
Port  of  Call 
Q.   Mr.  H(^u;  A.   Mr.  Hanbury, 
FO).  a,  726. 

Irish  Questions 

Galway  Mails— Delivery  of  Letter?*  in 
Canabrown 
Q.  Mr.  Hnkeiton;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
Wry,  Feb.  12, 1243. 

Listowel  Mails,  Delay 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;  -4.  Mr.  Hanbai;, 
Feb.  U,  1244. 

Sneem  Mails,  Late  Delivery  of 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  Honlniry, 
Feb.  9,  1035. 

Mail  Steamers 

Right  of  Search— Case  oi  the  Serzog,  etc. 
See  Contraband  of  War. 

Malcolm,  Mr.  J.  [Suffolk,  stowmarket] 

South  African  War  and  the  Go%*emment 
(Vote  of  C-ensure),  Feb.  3,  633. 

Malta 

Insanitary  Condition  of  Barracks,  et<;. 
Q.  Mr.  Stevenson ;  A.  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  l;t,  1365. 

Transport  Service — Goleontto,  Uuftatisfac- 
tory  C-onditiou  of  Boat,  allegeil 
Q.  Captain  Norton  ;  A.  Mr.  (iowlien. 
Feb.  1231. 

Manchester 

Williams,  Emanuel,  (^ase  of 

ij.  Sir  J.  Leese ;  A.  Sir  R.  Web-ter. 
Feb.fJ,  721. 

Manchester  Oity  Bailway  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feo.  9,  1034. 
Order  discharged,  Feb.  U,  1216. 

Petition  for  Bill  ordwedto  be  withdrawn, 

Feb.  1216. 


Manchester  Corporation  Tramways  BiB 

/.  IB.*  Feb.  It,  1162. 
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Kaachester  and  Liverpool  Electric  Ex- 
press Bailway  Bill 

I  tnlered,  Feb.  1034. 
lit."  Fib.  U,  1'209. 

Manchester  Ship  Oanal  Bill 
/.  IB.*  Feb,  13, 1164. 

Mandeville,  Mr.  F.  [Tippenuy,  S.] 

IrUh  Brigade  with  the  Boos — Alleged 
Miirder  of  wounded  Primmer,  FA.  18, 

1224. 

Removal  of  Justioes  of  the  Peace,  FA.  S, 

589. 

Manhood  Soffirace  (Ireland)  Bill 

*r.  IB.'  /V6.  5,419. 

ManuBcriptB 

Hiftoricftl  Manuscripts  ComnuBsion  — 
('-alendur  of  House  of  Lords  Mann- 
Dfripts  I'resented,  Feb.  5,  549. 

Maps,  Surveys,  etc. 

Hrr  South  African  War. 


Margate  Ctvporation  Bill 
/.  IK.*  Feb.  /jf,  1162. 

Margate  Pier  and  Harbour  Bill 

/.  In."  Aft.  13,  1164. 

Marine  Insurance  "Bill 

V.  Mr.  Warr ;  A,  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  FA. 
I,',  1248. 

Marines,  Boyal 

SeiAmcion  Allowance 

Q.  Admiial  Field  ;  .4.  Mr.  GoBcben, 
Feb.  H,  916. 

Market  Wei^ton  Drainage  and  NaTifft* 

tion  Bm 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1034. 
Feb.  l>,V2Xi9. 

Marriages 

('olonial   Marriages    (Deceftsed  Wife's 
Sister)  Bill,  See  tliat  Title. 

Mason  Univeraity  CoU^e,  BirmingTiam 

See  Itirmingliuiii  University 

Matches— Fhosphmis  Poisoning 

Spedal  Rulen.  Premnted,  Jan.      52,  66. 

Mauritius 

(iarrisoD— HlHck  Battalicm,  Conipositi<m  of 
(,>.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhatn, 
Feb.  y,  271. 

Mauritius  and  Bodiignes 

Iteiiort  Preranted,  Jan.  JO,  4^  63. 
4.". 


Mauser  Pistol 

Imperial  Liglit  Home  Equipnient 

V.  Mr.  Hodderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  5,  5~l. 

Maxwell,  Bt  Hon.  Sir  H.  [WigtonJ 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Improviog 
<  >rgani»ation  of  the  Itegular  and  Aox- 
iliaiy  Forces,  Government  Proposals,' 
Feb.  13,  1403. 

Mayo 

i^ith  Mayo  Division — New  Writ,  Feb. 
691. 

Meat 

Tranniport  Ships,  See  Transport  Service. 


Medals 

Sierra  Leone  Cam 


Medals— Natives 


i^ne  campaign  oioa& 
guilty  of  nnlawml  Acts 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.   Mr.  J. 
Cliamberlain,  Feb.  9, 1050. 

Medical  Service  in  South  Afkiea 

So-  Sonth  African  War. 

Members 

New  Writs  and  New  Members  Rwom,  See 
those  Titles. 

Mendl,  Mr.  S.  F.  [Plymouth] 

Sonth  .Vfrican  War  and  tlie  (Government 
(Vote  of  Censure),  F<b.  1,  Ml. 

Menstone  Water  (Transfer)  Bill 

i.  IK.*  reft.  IS,  1162. 

Merchant  Cruisers 

Subsidised  Cruisers — Return 

<J.  Mt.  Bainbridge  ;  A.  Mr.  Gosclien. 
Feb.  6,  712. 

Merchant  Seamen 

,s>,  Seamen. 

Merchant  Shipping 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme  and  the  Itoyal  Naval 
Re8er\-e,  Numborof  Boys  enrolled 
Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke;  A.  Mr.  ItitcUe, 
I  Feb.  13,  1238. 

Crew  Accommodation 

Q.  Mr.   Havelock  Wilson;  A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  12,  1238. 

Loatl  Line — Extending  Pro^-isions  of  Act 
to  India,  Order  in  Conndl  presented, 
Feb.  284. 

Naval  Expenditure  and  MercanMIe 
Marine,  Return  Ordered,  Feb,  n,  903. 

Pilotage  Byelaws— Orders  in  Council  I*re- 
»ented,  Feb.  I,  234. 

Itetum— Trade  and  Na\-igation  Presented, 

Feb.  1,  263. 

Seamen,  See  timt  Title.    ^  . 
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Midland  Great  Westnn  Bailway  of  Ire- 
land Bill 


If  ercliant  Shipping  Act,  1894 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Feb.  1,  234. 

I.  IR.*  Feb.  12, 1165. 

^"^eS^ffm*  Ship- 1  ^^^j^^,^  3m 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  2,  409. 


Jlersey  Docks  and  Harbour  Board  Bill 

I.  IR.*  Feb.  U,  1162L 

KarBeyBailvayBUl  - 

/.  IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1185. 

Jf etal  Market 

Governiuent  Pnrcliase— Discon^uance  ol 
Pmchase  Uinnudi  Brokn 
Qt.  Mr.  Warner;   As.  Mi.  J.  P. 
WlUiams.  F^  iit  440  ;  Feb.  5,  B8S. 

3f  eteorological  Cotmcil 
Report,  Jan.  30,  45,  62. 

Hethnen,  Lord 

Commands  at  tlie  Front 

Oa.  Lord  Batenian,  MaKiueett  of  Lans- 
downe,/>6.  IJ,  1166. 

Metropolitan  District  Bailway  BUI 

r.  Oi-dered,  Feb.  9,  1034. 
IR.*  Feb.  li,  1209. 

Jletaropolitan  Police 

Houses  of  Parliament,  .A.pproaclieK  to,  etc. 
— SesMonal  Order,  Jan.  SO,  60. 

Uetropolitan  FoHce  Froriaional  Order  Bill 

c.  IR.'  Feb.  8,  902. 

Hetropolitan  Water  Conytanies  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1034. 
IR."  Feb.  IS,  1209. 

JUetropolitan  Water  Supply 
Koyal  ConimiBBion 

MinDtea  of  Evidence,  Jaiu  30, 40,  65.  ' 
Keport.  Jem.  JO,  48, 63. 

JCezborongh,  Earl  ^ 

Bepresentative  Peeni  for  Ireland,  I&rht  to 
Vote  Established,  lFe&.  1,  238 ;         9, ' 
1017,  1353. 

Jf^CO 

Trade  Report,  Jaa.  JU,  47. 

Keysey-Thonq^ion,  Kr  H.  [Stitford,  Hands- 
north] 

South  African  War^PoIi^  of  the  Go\'em- 
nient  (Vote  of  Cenenre),  Feb.  J,  493. 

JCid-Kent  Water  Bill  ; 

c.  Ordered.  Feb.  9, 1034.  , 
lR.'/>6.  1309. 
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e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1034. 
IB.*  Feb.  l^,  1210. 

MidlotiUan,  Ac,  District  Lmiacy  Board 

RuIeM  Presented,  Jan.  SO,  53,  69. 

MidwivesBill 

Ill,*  Feb.  ^,410. 

Milford  Docks  Bill 

I.  IB.*  Feb.  13,  1353. 

Military  "  Aathorities" 

Q.  Bir  J.  Col<nnb  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhani, 


Artillcny  Clumges  in  1887— Rednetioii 
Royal  Horse  Artillerv 
<i.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaiu, 


Feb.  U,  1045 
Changes 
tyal  Horse  Artill 

ir  J.  Colom" 
Feb.  13,  1362. 

I  Military  Lands  Provisional  Order  Bill 

;       c.  IR.*  Feb.  038. 

I  Military  Proposal  of  the  Oovemment 

liio:  Army — StreoKthening  and  ImproTio}; 
I         Organisation  oT  Kegnlar  and  Anxiliuy 

I  Force". 

i  Military  Savings  Banks 

Sec  Savii^  Banks. 

;  Military  Systems  of  Continental  Powers 

Salisbury,  Marqness  of,  on,  Jan.  .10,  31. 

I  Military  System  in  Svitserland 

I  Reiwrt 

'  (,>.  Mr.  Seely ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Fib. 

I  J.U  1362. 

I  MfMtfiR 

BonuMM  to  Offlcers— Ex-Anuy  (.>tticer8' 
itrievancee 
O.  i'ajc^  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaiu, 
Feb.  a,  440. 

Bonniiee— Vari^y  in  pMnient  of.  State- 
ment (Marquees  of  Lansdowne)  Feb. 
U,  1176. 

EiubOflinient  of  the  whole  of  the  Militia, 
etc. — Home  Defence 
O.  Earl  of  Kiniberley,  Jan.  JU,  17  ; 
Mr.  Warner ;  A.  Mr.  Wyml- 
ham,  Feb.  1,  272. 
Statements  (Maronew  of  Lansdowne), 
Feb.IJ,  1175  (Mr.  Wyndham)  1274. 

Iriiih  Militia 

Forces  serving  in  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  Hhee ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham. 
Feb..i,m. 
Iriali  R^menUt  serving  in  ( irmt 
Britain 

^.   Mr.  K.   MaeNeill;  A.  Mr. 
W>-ndtuun,  Feb.  H,  441. 
Hee  aimt  SttUieading  Sontb  African 
War. 
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SCUitift — coitt. 

Officers  and  Ketired  Pay 

Q.  C&pt  Norton;  A,  Mr.  WyndhftDi, 

Feb.  J,  273. 

Pay — Placing  on  Scale  of  Kegnlars 

Statement  (Mr.  Wyndhani),  fed.  IS, 
1266. 

RecruiUn^  Pn^preae  in 

Statement  (Mr.  Wyndham),  Feb.  13, 
1262. 

Reserve— Messing  AUowanceB,  etc. 

Statement  (Marquess  of  Lansdowne), 
Feb.  IS,  1177. 

Sonth  African  War 

Et^nipmoit  of  first  Reg^ent  leaving 
for  the  Cape 
Q.  Sir  E.  T.  Gourley;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  1,  m 

Irish  Militia 

Compulsory  Volunteering 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Wt.  Wynd- 
ham, fei.  if,  910. 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  J.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Fd).  13, 1361. 

Separation  Allowance 

Q.  Mr.  Hammond;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  1048; 
Qa.  Mr.  Flavin;  As.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Willifuns.  Feb.  IS, 
1360. 

Nnmber  of  Irish,  Englisht  and  Scotch 
R^ments  Voranteering  for  the 
Front— Returns 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  2,  433. 

Strengtliening  and  Improving  Organisa- 
tion of  the  Auxiliary  Forces 

Statements  (Marquess  of  Lansdowne), 
Feb.  ij,  117S;  (Mr.  Wyndham), 
1261  — Debate  reHumed,  Fdi.  13, 
1382. 

[For  details  of  Scheme,  see  their  Snb- 
headings.] 

Tiainiog 

Statement  (Mr.  Wyndham),  Feb.  12, 
1260. 

WelUngton,  Duke  of,  and  the  Militia 
—Battle  of  Waterloo  fought  hy 
Militiamen 
0.  Earl  Nelson,  IJ  Feb.,  1189. 

Hiiii«r,  Sir  A. 

See  SontJi  African  War. 


HUward,  Colonel  [Wam-ick,  Stratfard-npon- 
Avon] 

Army  —  Strengthening   and   Improving' . 
Organisation    of    the    R^nlu-    and  \ 
Auxiliary    Forcee,   Government  pro- 
poeala,  Feb.  12,  1448. 

Sonth  African  War. 

BritiKh  Subjects  ('omraandeered  bv 
the  Enemy  —  Shooting  of  S. 
M'Ladilan  for  refusing  to  Sf;ht, 
allegeil,  Fvb. .;,  .jfi8. 
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Milward,  Colonel— fO'i/. 

Sonth  African  War— nm^. 

Guns— Quick- Hring  Guns,  etc.,  Jan. 
di,  175. 

PoU<7  of  the  Govemmmit  (Vote  of 
('ensure),  Jan.  31, 172. 

Volunteer  Officers'  CcHnmissions,  Feb. 
13,  1362. 

Mines 

Coal  Mines  Regulation  Kll,  See  that 
Title. 

Llest  Colliery  Explosion,  Reports,  Jan.  JO, 
47,  68. 

Transvaal  Gold  Mines — Sir  A.  Milner's  ■ 
Proelamation,  See  Sonth  African  War 
— Property  of  the  RepuMics. 

Mines  [Eight  Honn]  Bill 

c.  iH.*   Feb.  J,  410 
Petations,  Feb.  14, 1466. 

Minte 

Australian  Mint— Coinage  of  Silver. 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Ifonbnty,  Feb. 
U,  1374 

"Mohegan,"  Wreck 

PaBsen;^r  Vessels  Regulations. 

Q.  Sir  C.  Gull :  X  Mr.  Ritchie,  Fdt. 
a,  718. 

Monagban 

Peace  Preservation  Act — County  Council 
Resolution,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Daly;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
lA  1241. 

Money  Orders 

Merchant  Seamen,  Statement  Presented, 
Jan.  JO,  51,  67. 

United  States  and  British  Honduras — 
Convention,  Jan.      46^  64. 

Honks  well.  Lord 

Army — Government  Military  Proposals, 
Feb.  1^  1186. 

Boer  Armaments  und  Strength  of  the 
Enemy,  and  the  Intelligence  Depart- 
ment of  the  Wiir  Office,  etc,  F&>.  1, 
■244. 

Durham,  Dean  of,  and  Mr.  Jnstice  Grant- 
ham, F(A.  1,  240. 

Volunteers  and  Yeomaniy — Recmitins, 

Feb.  J,  .m 

Mo<»re,  Mr.  W.  [Antrim,  North] 

Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  Administration  and 
Working  of,  Feb.  9, 1180. 

Parcel  Post  to  Ireland— Stranraer  and 
Portadown  Route,  Feb.  9, 1064. 

Piers  and  Harbours,  Ireland— Exponditnre 
on.  Return,  Feb.  9, 1054. 

South  African  War,  Feb.  *,  8*5.  . 
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Uonson,  Sir  E. 

Tomporiuy  Ab^nce  from  Paiis 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Kednumd ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
BaMonr,  Feb.  13^  1233. 

MoDtagn,  Vx,  S.  [Hants,  New  Forest] 

Delagoa  Bay— Transvaal  Consul,  Bemoral 
of  Mr.  Pott,  etc.,  Feb.  6,  706. 

Hontgomery,  County  of 

Charitie:^— Return  Ordered,  Fa>.  U,  1466. 

Mwecambe  Urban  Disteict  Council  Oas 
BUI 

e.  Ordered.  F(h.  0,  1034. 
IR."  Feb.  I-;  1210. 

Morgan,  Mr.  J.  L  [Curnuirthen,  ^^'e9t] 

Afghanistan —Subsidy  Granted  to  the 
Ameei* 

Defence— Diversion  of  Snhaidy,  Feb,  2' 
444. 

Detailed  Acconnt  of  Expenditure, 
Feb.  .V.  444. 

Soutii  African  ^^'ar 

Censorship  of  Outgoing  Telesnms 

Feb.  437. 
Natal,  Defence  of— Plan  of  Campwgn, 

Feb,  432. 
Newcastle    Yeomanry  EquipmeBt. 

Feb.  J.  4312. 

Utn-ley  CorpOTation  Bill 

IR."  Feb.  1?,  1162. 

Motherwell  Water  Bill 

/.  lE.*  Feb.  12,  1163. 

MotherweU  and  BeUahiU  BaUway  Bill 

/.  IH.*  Feb.  11,  1183. 

Mountain  Ash  Water  Bill 

I.  IR.'  Feb.  /'-■,  1163. 

Mountain  Batteries 

BuUer'iJ,  Gen.,  Ciiinpaign  in  South  Africa 
— Nontber  of  Batteries  and  £qatp- 
inent 

q.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hara,  Feb.  482. 

MuiiUrk.  ManchUne  and  DalmeUington 
Bailw^  (Abandonment)  Bill 

I.  1H.*?V6.  /,',  1165. 
Mules 

TranHport  of,  to  Sontli  Africa — Names  of 
Tninnports,  (Conditions  of  Shipment, 

etc. 

Q.  .Sir  E.  Gourley ;  A.  Mr.  Gowhen, 
Feb.  t  j,  1220. 

Municipal  OOTporatione 

Charten*  of  lucon>oration,  Jem.  30,  &2,  66. 

lAitd  Sale»  by 

U.  Kir  \V.  Foster ;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Ffh.  t?.  1236. 
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Mnmaghan,  ISx,  d.  [Tyrone,  Min] 


Ogilby  Estate,  County  Tyrone,  Sale  oC, 
Feb.S,m. 

Murray,  CoL  C.  W.  [Bath] 

Edncation  Department  Keorganiisatioii — 
Denortniental  Committee,  Ttttna  of 
Keference,  etc.,  Feb.  5,  581. 

Rifle  Ranges — Number  of  Kangen  cloadt 
and  new  Ranges  opened,  etc.,  Feh.  U, 
1229. 

Somen^etshire  Volunteers  —  Failure  to 
form  Company,  Number  of  Men  unable 

to  pa'*  Te.«t,  Feb.  J,  571. 

Murray,  Mr.  J.  [Coventry] 

Aniiy  —  Strengthenine  and  improi-in<: 
Organisation  of  the  •  llegnlar  and 
Auxilif^    Forces   Government  pro- 

powals,  Feb.  12, 1808. 

Murray,  Et.  Hon.  A.  Q.—Lord  Advocate 
[Buteshire] 

Congested  Districts  Relief  (Scotland)  Act 
—Balance  of  Money  granted,  Feb.  5, 582. 

Fishery'  Cruisers  —  Completion  of  New 
Cruisers,  Feb.  IS,  1370. 

Highlands  of  Scotland  —  Deer  Fores t*-. 
Crofters'  and  Cottars'  Grievaneei,  etc, 

Feb.  S,  991. 

Orphan  Homes — Children  refused  PuWic 

Education,  Feb.  S,  923. 

Whisky  Samples  —  Distributicm  among 
Dwelling  Houses,  Feb.  IS,  1369. 

Muzzling  Order 
Cork 

Q.  Mr.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Plonkett, 
Fefr.  9, 1059. 

Natal 

Defence  of  Natal,  etc.,  etc.  See  South 
African  War. 

National  Oallery 

Report  Presented,  Feb.  u,  1217. 

National  Old  Age  Pensions 

Wtition,  Feb.  13, 1857. 

National  School  Teachers.  Ireland 

Board  of  Agriculture -£78,000  handcil 

o%'er  to  Recouping 
Q.  Mr.  Gibney;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson. 
Feb.  S,  936  ;  Q.  Mr.  A.  O'Connor  : 
.A.  Mr.  Plunkett,  Feb.  13,  1379l 

Warden  Estate  and  Teacher's  Restdenre 
Site 

Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb. 
9,  1056. 

National  Telephone  Oon^any 

Exchange  Areas,  Copy  Presented,  Feb.  1.', 
1217. 
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Natu  Brothers 

Release,  etc. 

(?.  Sir  W.  Wedderbnrn :  .1.  Lord  «. 
Hanulton,  Feb.  S,  920. 

Navy 

f'trat  Lord — Rt.  Hon.  G.  J.  Goschen. 

Civil  Lord — Mr.  Austin  Chamlierlain. 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme  and  the  Royal  Naval 
Scheme,  Naniher  of  Boys  Enrolled 

V.  Sir  C.  DUke  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb. 
IS,  1238. 

t'oal  Supply 

Cardiff  Finn  ^applying  400,000  tons 
to  Foreign  <  iovemment,  allied 
Q.  Eaxl  of  Dunraven :  A.  !Slar- 
quess  of  Lansdowne,  Feb. 
hGl  ;  Q.  General  Rnssell ;  A. 
Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  5,  r)75. 

Emergency  Contracts 

<J9.  Mr.  D.  A,  Thomax ;  .  Is.  Mr. 
Goschen,  Feb.  0,  712 :  Feb.  tt, 
916. 

Cruisers — Suhsidisert  Craiaera,  Return 
Q.  Mr.  Bainbridge;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  «,  712- 

Efficient — Xaral  Preparation  Abroad,etc. 
0.  Earl  of  Kimberley,  Jan.  30,  18. 

Expenditure — Naval  Expenditure  and 
Mercantile  Marine,  Return  Ordered  [Sir 
J.  Colomb],  Feb.  8,  903. 

Fishery  Cruisers,  Trawliiw  in  Irish  Waters 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench ;   A,  Mr.  Gorahent 
Feb.  9,  1055. 

Guns — Manufacture  and  Supply  of 
0.  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  n.  1285. 

Home  Defence— Fleet  v.  the  Amiy 

Dilke,  Sir        on  the  Government 
Military  Fropoaals,  Feb.  li!,  12S2. 

Marine!!,  See  that  Title. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminis- 
tration of— Amendment  to  the  Addt'esii 
[Mr.  Kearley],  Feb.  8,  941. 

"BevenKe,"  H.M.S.,  Kxplosiou  on,  Cause 
o^etc. 

Q.  Admiral  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  8,  917. 

Russell  "Shooting  Director"  Invention 
Qs.  Sir  J.  Fergusson  ;  A.s.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WilliamB,  Mr.    Goschen,  Feb.  IJ, 
1232. 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 

"  Victoria  and  Albert "  Yacht,  Capsizing, 
cause  of 

Qs.  Sir  E.  Gourley,  Mr.  W.  Allan 
A.  Mr.  G.  J.  Goschen,  Feb.  1,  279.  : 

War  Despatches —Graspan  and  Colenso 
Battles 

Q.  Commander  Touog  ;  A.  Mr.  Gos- 
chen, Fe&.  5,  67S. 
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Navy— con'. 

War  Ships — Precautions   against  Fire, 
Wood  Fittings,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Bond;  A.  Mr.  Goschen.  Feb. 
IS,  1237. 

Navy  Estimates 

Estimates  presented,  with  Explanation  of 
Differences,  Feb.  9, 1011. 


Neath  Harbour  Bill 

I.  IR."  Ffb.  i:;,  1163. 

Nelson,  Earl, 

Militia — (government  Military  Meaanres, 
Feb.  12, 1189. 

Netley  Hospital 

Hours  of  Duty  of  Non-Commiwionecl 
Officers  and  Men 

Q.   Capt.   Norton;  A.    Mr.   .1.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  J,',  1228. 

New  Hebrides 

'       Sale  of  Spirits  and  Fire- Arms  to  Nativen 
Q.  Sir.  Hogan :  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  hi,  1366. 

New  Uembers  Sworn 

Dickinson,  Mr.  R.  E.,  for  Somerset 
County  [li^elLs  Division],  Jan.  SO,  54. 

Falser,  Mr., 'for  the  Borough  of  York, 

Feb.  }.',  1249. 

Guthrie,  ^Ir.  W.  M.,  for  Tower  Hamletn 
[llow  and  Bromley  Divisionl,  Jan.  .Hi, 
rA. 

Vincent,  Sir  K.,  for  Kxeter  Itoroiigh, 

:!iK 

Wason,  Mr.  E.,  for  (^Inckmiinnan  and 
KinnisK,  7nH. TA. 

New  Peers 

Avehury  of  Avebury,  l!an>n.  Jan.  -Ut,  7t. 
Northcote  of  Exeter,  Jan.  :ia,  5. 
Wynfonl,  Urd,  Feb.  /..',  1161. 

New  Kussia  Company  Bill 
/.  IB.*  Feb.  1165. 

New  Writs 

Armagh,  Mid, ./««.  JO.  54. 

Clackmannan  antl  Kinrmw,  Jan.  30,  r>4. 

I^ancaater.  County  of  rl^ossendale],  Jfin. 
.11,  ICO. 

London  irnivei-sity,  Jan.  .W,  "»4. 

Mayo,  South  Mayo  Division,  Feb.  tJ,  G9I. 

Nottinghamshire  [Nemrk  Diviidon],  Feb. 
J,  564. 

Plymouth,  Feb.  If,  1218. 
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Newcastle  West 

Labourers'  Cottages  .Scheme 

Q.  Mr.  Aostio ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  8,  937. 


New   Nor]  IXI>KX.  [V.A  Ir^. 

JiiK.  :tO    F'h.  14. 

New  Writs— ;  Nicaragua  Canal 

Somerset,  County  of  [Wslb  Divinon],  \  Convention 

Jan.  SO,  64.  ]  Clayton-Bulwer  Ti«aty  Righto 

York  Borough,  J<m.  30,  54.  Q.  Mr.  Dnncombe;  A.  Mr.  finxl- 

Ticfc,  Feb.  8,9^ 

Newark  I  Convention  between  Her  Mjaiea^f 

M  'r,r  -  Government  and  the  UiiitedSlietoi. 

New  A\  rit,  Ffb. u64.  Piwented,  Feb.  7,  930;  FA.  S,  9K. 

Newcaatle-npoii'Trne    Electric   Supply  i  ''Weria 

Bill  Forugn    JnrutlietioiiR     Act  —4  truer  u 

e.  Onlered,  ip»4.  Co""*^»  I'rewnted,  />A.  /.  234. 

IR.*  Feb.      1210."  ,  NoWe,  Sir  A. 

i  itfer  of  Guns  for  South  Africa,  etc*. 
Newcastle  Teomanry  Q.  Mr.  .1.  A.  Pease:  .4.  Mr.  M'y»l- 

i-:.|uipiiieut  ^'a">.  ^.^^^ 

^.  Mr.  L.  Mi^in ;  A.  Mr.  Wynct-  j^'Qifgi^ 

'      '  Foot  anil   Mouth   I>ifwsu*es  Onttifeak, 

R^'ulations,  etc. 
Qs.  Col.  Gunter,  Mr.  Channing,  Sii 
M.  Hoare ;  Aa.  Mr.  Lon;^  Feb.  S, 
827;  Q.  Mr.  Stevennon ;  A.  Mr. 
Long,  9,    lOGS;    0».  Uti 

Burgbclere,  Duke  of  DeroiidnR. 
„     .      „     ,  !  Feb.   n,  1354;   Q.    Mr.   F.  W. 

Newfoundland  ^yil8on;  A.  Mr.  AketB  Donglw. 

Treaty  Shore    <jueKtion  —  Negotiations  Feb.  l.l,  1371. 

with  Fmnce 

V.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  .1.  Chamher-  ' 
lain,  /VA. 443.  •^''^  Borneo. 

North  British  Railway  BUI 
Newport  Corporation  Bill  /Ik*  Frb  j'  ii&i 

/.  in.*  Feb.  /.>,  1163. 

;  North-Sastem  Bailway  Bill 
Newport  [Monmouthshire]  Oas  Bill       i      /.  ir.*  Feb.  ij,  lies. 

/.  ll!.*  F.b.  Vi,  llttS. 

:  North-Easteni  BaUway  [Sfeeam  y«aali] 

1^*'^'*  ^''^^^'  ■North    MetropoUtan   Electric  Power 

>rft.  ft.  1022,  1027.  ,  ^^ft.  i.^,  1210. 

Newspapers  Nwth  Uetropolitan  Railwi^  and  Canal 

Continental   Press- Attacks  on   Great  Company  Bill 

Itritain  -Pa|wr  "  Warfare  "            I       #■.  Onlered,  Feb.  U,  10.t4. 
O^.  VmtI  of  Kiniberley,  Jtiii.  .10,  1,1 ;  !           Hi."  Feb.  }.',  1210. 
Karl  of  Ktt-<eiiery,  Jan.  30,  35.         \  „        __   ,  ...  ^ 

„       ,.       ,   t,  .  ^,    „    .    North  Warwickshire  Wat«r  Bill 

^on-l)ehvery  to  Sohliew  at  the  rnmt, '         ^  ,     .      ,  , 

■       e.  Onlered,  /  eft.  U,  I0:i.i. 

IR  •  Feb  J  '  1211 

V.Mr.  tVliill:  A.   Mr.  Hanbuty,  j  -  ■ 

AV/».  r;,  7IK).  .  Northcote  of  Exeter,  Baron 

New  Peer,  Jan.  .W,  5. 
Newsvendora  '  Northumberland,  County  of 

^^'^^        ^®   Stwet.;       Polling  DUtrict«,  County  ro,uirU(W«. 

Q.  Mr.  II.  S.  Foster  ;  .4.  Sir  M.  \V.  . 
Uiilley,  Feb. 440.  '       South  Afnean  War  Volunteers 

I 

Newtown  and  Llanllwchaim  Urban  Dia 
trict  Oaa  Bill 

I.  IR.*  fa.is,\m. 


Equipment — Api^ication  toWarOflwf 
to  t^uip  It^ment  with  Msxin 
liuns,  alleged 
V-    Mr.   Bainbridge;    A.  Mr. 
Wyndhaiq,  Fd>.  9.706. 
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Korthnmberland,  County  of— 

South  African  War  Volunteers— co;i/. 

Offer  of  Battery  with  Men  by  Messrs. 
Armstrong  and  the  dounty  of 
Northum  berland 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb,  ^,913. 

Korton.  Oapt.  C.  W.  [Newington,  WestJ 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  improving 
Organisation  of  tJte  ii^ul&r  and  Auxi- 
liary Ftnves— Government  t^putialM, 
Feb.  13, 129S. 

Galeonda,  Unaatisfaotoiy  Condition  of, 
alleged,  Feb,  is,  1231. 

ftfiUtia 

Bemuses— Ex -Army  officers'  Griev- 
ances, Feb  ,?,  440. 

Officers  and  Retired  Pay,  Feb.  7,  273. 

Netley  Hospital— Honrs  of  Duty  of  Non- 
commissioneil  Officers  ami  Men,  Feb.  I  '' 
1228. 

I'atriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Admini- 
stration of,  Feb.  S,  963. 

South  African  War 

Policy  of  the  (iovemnient,  etc.  [A'ote 
of  Censure],  Feb.  0,  743. 

Promotion  from  the  Ranks,  Feb.  /, 
272. 

Sj^ioji  Kop — Royal  Eiunneer^,  Delay 
in  Rending  forward,  alleged,  Feb.  hi, 
]»59. 

AVar  Office— IteoT^nisation  <.'omniittee 
Vtxppaii^Feb.  13, 1363. 

Nottins  Hill  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  0,  1035. 
IR.*  feft.  IS,  1211. 

Nnssey,  Mr.  [Pontefract] 

Wire  Cattw  for  Troops  in  Sonth  Africa, 
Fe6.i,2M. 

O'Brien,  Mr.  P.  [Kilkemiy] 

Judges,  Ireland — Religious  Disabilities. 
Feb.  585. 

Sonth  African  War 

Fenian  Prisoners  at  Mafekine,  Feb. 
13,  1224 ;  Feb.  13,  1358. 

'  HoEBes,  Contracts  for,  Feb.  9, 1048. 

Militia— Declamtion  of  Men,  Method 
of  taking,  Feb.  13, 1361. 

Volnnteei^— Formation  of  Irish  Corps, 
Feb.  5,  664. 

Waterford  and  Limerick  liailway— Dis- 
missal of  employ^,  Feb.  5,  583. 

Occni^^    Tenants'  Enfranchisement 

e.  IR*  Feb.  $,  420. 

O'Connor,  Mr.  A.  [Donegal,  E.] 

Board  of  Agriculture— Provision  for  Re- 
payment to  National  School  Tewlierx. 
etc.,  of  the  £78,000,  Feb.  IS,  1379, 

5J 


O'Connor,  Mr.  T.  P.  [Liverpool,  Scotland] 

Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  Administration  and 
Avorking  of,  Feb,  ft,  1140, 

Ogilliy  Estate,  Co.  Tyrone 

Sale  of 

Q.  Mr.  Mumaghan;  A,  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  8,  931. 

OUUuun 

Telegraplup  Delay-t- Complaint 
Q.  Mr.  Itunciman ;  A,  Mr.  Hanbury, 

Feb.  a,  7-22,- 

Oldham  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  0  ,  103.'i. 
IR.'  Feb.  li,  1211. 

Old  Age  Insurance 

Germany— Report,  Jan,  30,  4", 

Old  A£e  Pensions 

Departmental    Oomniittee,  Report  I*re- 
sented,  Feb.  U,  1041  ;  Feb.  12,  1165. 

National  Old  Age  Pensions,  Petition,  Feb, 
Li,  1357. 

Number  of  PerKons  fulGlling  CondUions 
for  receiviDg  Old  Age  Peuuons,  etc, 
Q.  Sir  J.  Rankin;  A.  Mr.  Chaplin, 
Feb.  1i,  1236. 

Relief  of  Sufferers  hy  the  War 
V.  Sir  .1.  Coloinl. ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  IJal- 
four,  Feb.  12,  1220. 

Old  Age  Pensions  Bill 

e,  IR.*  Feb.  ,',415. 

Old  Age  Provident  Pensions  Bill 

p.  IR.'  Feb. 

Omagh  Estate,  Co,  Tyrone 

Sale  of 

Mr.  Murnaffhan ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 

Frh.  .s\9.11. 

O'Halley,  Mr.  W.  [Oalway,  ('onnemara] 

(iahvav  Pontal  Hen'ire  Coniplaint»«,  Feb.  u, 
722." 

Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  AdminiHtration  and 
Working  of,  Feb.  u,  1147. 

Orange  Two  State 

Attitude  of,  in  1885— Sir  Charles  Warren's 
Ex[>edition  and  Sir  John  Brand 
Q.  Dr.  Clark ;  A,  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain. 

Feb.  G,  703. 

ltriti»<Ii  Subjects  commandeered  Iqr  the 

Enemy,  &c 
See  South  African  War. 

Joining  the    Traus\aal    against  Great 
Britain 

(>.i.  Sir  H.  Cainpbell-Bannerman,  Jim. 
.1",  91:  Mr.  A.  J.  Ralfonr,  1U2 ; 
Sir  C.  DUke,  Feb.  1, 302  ;  Mr.  A,  J, 
Balfour,  302. 

30  2 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Ord— Pav] 


Jtiv.  30    Feh.  14, 


Ordnance  Surrey 

Staff— Scheme  of  Fensiona  for  Temporary 
Civil  Assistants,  etc. 
0,  Sir  R  Simeon;  ^.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 

Orphftn  Homes,  Scotland 

I'hildran  refnRe<l  PiibHe  Ediiration 

Q.  Mr.  C.  Corbett:  A.  Mr.  A.  fJ. 
Mumiy,  Frh. .%  923. 


Osman  Di^na 

Treatment  of 

q.  Mr.  "W.  liedmonil 
rick,  Frh.  1234. 


Paris,  Declaration  of 

Qaeen'8  .Signature— Dr.-ift  of  Declaratinn. 
etc 

Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  A.  Hr.  BroOiic^ 
Feb.  3,  443. 

Parliament 

opening,  Jan.  .10. 

Qneen's  Si>eech,  See  tlint  Title. 

Scr  aito  Titles  Houhc  of  Commons,  mai 
HouMe  of  Lords. 


A.  Mr.  Broil-  Parliunentary  Constitnendes 

Klentors,  Xumb«:of— AddresK  for  Retnn. 

JriH.  .11,  m. 


Copies  fm 


Ossett  Corporation  Gas  Bill 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  ft,  1036. 
IB.*  i^ci.  ii',  1211. 

OssettChuBill 

0.  Ordered,  Feb.  9, 1035. 
m.*  Feb.  IS,  1211. 

Otley  Urban  District  Council  Water  Mil  Parliamentary  Elections 

Members  returned  for  tuo  or  more  Coo- 
Htitnencies  —  SeHsional  Order,  Jtiit, 
.■>4. 


'Parliamentary  Debates" 

Boand     Volumes  —  Free 
Members 

Qii.  Mr.  Lough,  Mr.  J.  Lowtber ;  At. 
Mr.  Hanbniy,  Feb.  924. 


/.  In."  Frf>.  /.?.  11H3. 

Outdoor  Provident  Belief  Bill 


f.  IR.*  F,h. 42fi. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  Bill 

r.  iK.*  Fri,.  4i:i. 

Outdoor  Belief  (Friendly  Societies)  (No.  2) 
Bill 

r.  IR.*  Fvh.  4I8. 

'_>r;..  Fch.  /.;.  \Wk. 
Outiavries  Bill 

r.  li:.'  Jnu.  .to,  fil. 

Owners'  Site  Values 

Petition  for  Altenition  of  Iaw.  Feb.  I, 
2411. 

Pacific  Cable  Scheme 

( 'orresiMmdence  l*resetil<!il         ■in.  \%  (iT- 

Deljiv  in  rroce»Uiigs 

Mr.  Ht)}faa;  A.  Mr.  .1.  t'liamlier- 
lain,  Feb.  /,  281. 

Paignton  Urban  District  Water  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Frh.  /.',  IHS. 

Palgrave,  Sir  B.  D.  F. 

Re»ignation — letter  to  the  Speaker,  Jnn. 
:t(i,  70. 

Parcel  Post 

Egypt,  Agreement  witli.  Jnrt.  :H'i,  48,  63. 

(jreat  Britain  and  the  United  Stntes 

Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton:  .1.  Mr.  Hanbnry'. 
Frh.  t.  287. 

Italy  —  Convention    ivith,  Additional 
Articles  pre-iented, ./«».  ,10,  4r),  64, 

Koute— Stranraer  and  Portado^\-n 

Q.  Mr.  Moore ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory, 
Feb.  9,  1054. 

52 


New  AVrit:*,  Sre  tliat  Title. 
Peers  Interference,  See  Peer^ 

Kefrixtmtion  of  Elei'tont   Bill.  Srr  tlui 

Titl«. 

Parliamentary  Franchise  [Extensioit  to 
Women]  Bill 

Feb.  ?,  418. 

Passenger  Vessels  Begnlationa 

Wreck  of  tlic  "  Moliejran  " 

f,).  Sir  C.  Clnll ;  .4.  Mr.  Uitchte,  Ffk 
IS,  718. 

Patriotic  Fund 

Aiiniinistrattoii 

(,K  Sir  .1.  1-enfr:  .1.  Mr.  Wyndkiia. 
Feb.  /.2t». 

Application  ami  Adminintration  of- 
Aniendinent  to  the  Adilre^s  (Mr 
Kearle>-),  Feb.  9,  941. 

Pauper  Children 

Boanling-oat,  ebf, — Iri»h  Panper  CbiUm 
Q.  Mr.  Dalv  ;  A.  Mr.  AtkinMHi.  F>i. 
S,  932.  * 

Paupers,  Ireland 

Tleportation  of  Paupers 
Amendment  to  the  Addres8(Mr.  Flftiint 

Ffh.  11. -a 

('itv  of  I^ublin  Grievance 

'  (,>.  Mr.  Pield :  A.  Mr.  Atkiiuon,  M 

S,  724. 

"  Pavonia"— Transport  Ship 

Provisiona 

Q.  Capt.  Phillpotts ;  A.  Mr.  MtmA- 
,  nvfyFeb.S,4m.  i 
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PMce  Oonfenace 

South  African  TVar— ArUtiation 

Q.  Mr.  Flynn ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb  ^,  428. 

Peace  Preaervation  (IrelaBd)  Act 

Monaghan  County  Council  K«}olutioQ>etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Daly:  A.  Mr.  Atkiniion, 
Feb.  1L>,  1241. 

Pease,  }/Sx.  A.  E.  LYorkshire,  Cleveland] 

Enteric  Fever,  Inoculation  against,  Feb.  /. 
205. 

Pease.  BIr.  H.  P.  [Darlington] 

liueen'8  Speech—The  Address,  7a«.  30,  76. 
South  African  War,  Jan.  30,  79. 

Pease,  Mr.  J.  A.  [Northumberland,  Tyncside] 
South  African  War— Messrs.  Annatrong'», 
and  the  County  of  Northumberland 
Offer,  Fdt.  8,  013. 

Peers 

New  Peera 

Avebury  of  Avebury,  Baron,  Jan. 
30,  5. 

Northcote  of  Exeter,  Baron,  ^«m.  -W,  5. 

Wynford,  Lord,  Feh.  12,  Uttl. 

Parliamentarj-  Elections— Sessional  Onler, 
Jan.  JO,  5*). 

Representative  Veer^,  .Set-  that  Title. 

Sat  First 

Farrer,  Lord,  after  the  Death  of  hin 
Father,  Jan.  SO,  5. 

Vivian,  Lord,  after  the  Death  of  hw 
Father,  Feb.  S,  887. 

Pembroke  OoUege,  Oxford 

Statute  Presented,  Jan.  30, 49,  68. 

Pen  Trade 

Inspector's  lie)>ort 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilkc ;  A.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley. 
Feb.  1^,  1368. 

Penal  Servitude  Acts 

Couditional  Licences  uruited,  Jan.  .to,  52, 
65 ;  Feb.  5,  MO. 

Frasiona 

Superaunuutiou,  Ste  tliat  Title. 

Pwsia 

German  Railway  Constiuotiou 

Q.  Mr.  Maclean ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feh.  13,  1367. 

Roesian  Concessions  in  Nortbem  Persia 
Qa.  Mr.  Drage,  Mr.  G.  Bowles ;  At. 
Mr.  Brodnck,  Feb.  IJ,  1234;  Q. 
Mr.  Maclean;    A.  Mr.  Brodrick. 
Feb,  IS,  1367. 

0.1 


"BwOA—coiU. 

Russian  Loan 

Communication  from  Persian  Govern- 
ment 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr. 
Brodrick  Peb.  9, 1061. 

Conditions  of  Loan,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rick, Feb.  V,  716 ;  Q.  Sir  M. 
BhownSAgree ;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
rwk,  FebTs,  022. 

Trade  RepOTt,  Jan.  :!0,  47. 

Peterhead  Harbour  Works 

Report,  Jan.  SO,  48,  es. 

Phmpps.  Mr.  J.  W.  [Pembroke] 

Secret  Service  Fund  —  Unexpended 
Balance.  Feb.  8,  021. 

South  Africcn  Wai 

Forage,  Home  and  Foreign  Produce — 
Hay  Contracts,  Feb.  8,  908. 

Government  and  tliu  War,  Want  of 
Knowledge,  Foretughr,  etc.  (Vote 
of  Censure),  Feb.  i,  340. 

niiUpotts,  Captain  A.  S.  [Devon,  Torquav] 

South  African  War  and  the  Government — 
Want  of  Knowledge.  Foresight,  etc. 
(Vote  of  Censure),  Feb.  661. 

Transport  Sen-ice— Provwions  on  Pamnin, 
Feb.  3,  436. 

Fbosphoms 

Use  o^  in  the  Manufacture  of  Matrhes — 
Spetnat  Rules  IVesented,  Jan.  .fJ,  52. 

Piers  and  Harbours,  Ireland 

Expenditure  on— Itetnm 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Moore;  A.  Mr.  Hanburj*, 
n&.  f>,  1054. 

PiUdnffton,  Lieut. •Colonel  B.  [Lancashire, 

Newton] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Improvinj; 
Oi;ganliiation  of  uie  It^ular  and 
Auxilianr  Fmrees,  Government  Pro- 
IKwals,  Feb,  Ji,  1306. 

PUotaga  Bye-Laws 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Feh,  J,  234. 

Pinkertou,  Ifr.  J.  [Galway] 

Galway  Mails— Delivery  of  LettetH  in 
Carralffown,  etc.,  Feb.  1!,  1345. 

Land  (Ireland]  Acts,  Adiiiinistratuon  and  ' 
Working  of,  Feh.  n,  1127,  1135. 

Plnnkett,  Rt.  Hon.  'B..—l'i<i-j;iHiti<:ii/  "f 

the  AarirnUuml  Demirtiitentjhr  Iixhntd 
[DubfinCo.,S.] 

Board  of  Agriculture — Provision  for  Re- 
payment to  National  Ednratiim  of 
£78.000  handed  over  to  tlie  Board.  Icb. 
IS,  1379. 

Congested  Districts  Board — Clare  County 
to  1h*  inclodcd  in  Ibc  Scheduli'DiKtrirb>, 
Feb.  /.',  Il'lO.       D,g,i,zed  by  COOQ  e 
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Plunkett,  Bt.  Hon.  H.--conf. 

Mnzzling  Order  in  Cork,  Feb.  9,  1039. 

IteatforesbatioQ,  Feb.  12,  1247. 

Science  and  Art  Department — Transfer- 
ring Management  and  Control,  etc., 
Feb.  8,  938. 

SHco'b,  Marquass  of,  Estate— Correfli>on- 
dence  -with  the  Congested  Districts 
BMrd,  Feb.  d,  1059. 

Tobacco  Growing  Experiment,  Feb.  12, 
1245. 

Ttavling  in  Wexford  Bay,  i>6.  8,  933. 
Plymottth 

■  New  Writ,  Fth.  12, 1218. 

Plaice 

Constabulary,  Royal  Irish,  Bcc  tliat  Title. 
Metropolitan  Police,  5cc  tliat  Title. 

Polling  Districts 

Nortlmniberland,  ('ounty  Council  Order, 
Feb.  9,  1022,  ID41. 

Ponte&act  Park  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1035. 
IB.*  Feb.  n,  1211. 

Poor  Law 

Ireland 

IMfj>ciisur^\'  Rules,  Increased  I'oor  Law 
bxpenditure,  etc. 
V*.  Mr.  V.  J.  Farrell,  Mr.  D^- ; 
As.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Feb.  8, 

Salaries  of  Officers 

Q.  Mr. Hammond ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb,  13, 1875. 
Paapers,      that  Title. 

Pow  Law  Amandmoit  (Scotland)  Act, 
1885 

Petitions  for  Alteration  of  Law,  Jan.  31, 
157 ;  Feb.  tS,  087. 


Portugal 

Tnule  Keiiorls,  Jan.  Jo,  4(i ;  Feb.  S,  807, 


Post  Office— cont. 

Irish  QaestionB-~cDn<. 

KUdare   Postal   DdiveiioB  —  Com- 
plaints 

^.Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Hanlinr}% 

Feb.  6,  723. 

Listowel  KIail» 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin  ;      Mr.  Hanbory, 
Feb.  13, 1214. 

Parcel  Post  Rootft— Stranraer  and 

Portadown 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Meor«;  J.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  9,  1054. 

Wexford,  South— Changes  advocated 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  ;  A.m.  Haobnr}-, 
Feb.  8,  927. 

Mul  Service^  Se^i  that  Title. 

Pareel  Post,  .S^  that  Title. 

Telwrams,  Tel^raphistB,  etc,  See  those 
Titles. 

Postage  Bates 

Italy — Surcharges  on  Letters 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  A.'  Mr.  Hanbniy, 
Feb.  J  J,  1372. 

Post  Office  London  Telephime  Ezduuice 

Torilf  and  K«ulation»i 

Q.  Mr.  Provand;^!.  Mr.  Hanbory, 
Feb.  9,  1053. 

PostauMter-Oeneral 

Duke  of  Norfolk. 

Pott,  Mr. 

Itenioval  of,  from  Delaicoa  Bay 

Q.Mr.  S.  Montagu;  J.  Mr.  Brod- 
;  rick,  Feb.  6,  706. 

j  Power,  Mr.,  P.  J.  [Waterford,  £.] 

I       District  Councillor  IHsnnalificationB,  FA. 
1,  289. 

Lunatic  Asylnms,  Ireland— Grant  in  Aid 
and  Local  Taxation  Account,  /cA.  M 
1376. 

South  African  War,  Feb.  7,  Ml. 

Premier 

MarquMs  of  Salisbury. 


Post  Office 

PorfHKirfcr-ffVK,— Dukeof  Norfolk. 
Seeixtmy — Sir  G.  H.  Murray. 

IrLih  Questions 

Cork — Extension  of  Building 

V.  Mr.  M.  Healy;  .1.  Mr.  Han- 

Imry,  Feb.  J,  'J«7. 

Kimiscprtliy  Post  Office-Delay  in  President  of  tbe  Local  Oomiunettt 
building  New  Otfice  |  Board 


President  of  the  Boar4  of  Ttade 

Rt.  Hon.  V.  T.  Kitchie. 

President  of  the  Board  of  AcricQltnre 

lU.  Hon.  W.  H.  Long. 


Mr.  T.  J.  Healy  i  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  J,  580. 

Galway  Postal  Service — Complaints 
Q.  Mr.  O'Malley;  A.  Mr.  Han- 


Kt.  Hon.  H.  Chaplin. 
Press 

Great  Britain  and  the  Continent,  "  Paper 
Warfare  " 


ry,  .  ,   

Pinkcrton;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury. ;  f>*.  Earl  of  JCunberley,  Jan,  30,15  ; 

\  li,  124*  '  EarTbf  mih^,  Ym,:<^,'^ 
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[Pre-Ral 


Provisions  on  Tkwuport  Ships 

See  TnnqKfft  Service. 

Prussia 

Finance  Keport,  Jan.  SO,  49. 


"PttKB  Tetograms 

France— Redaction  of  Bates  for  Night 
TelegraniH,  Papers  Presented,  Jan.  SO, 
46.64. 

Preston  Oorporation  Bill 

/.  lE.*  Ftb.  IS,  1168 

 .   .  Pryce^ones,  Ueat-Ckdonel   3B.  iMont- 

Jnretfflnft  gomery  Borouglis] 

Gnn8— Nninber  and  Character  of  Gons,  Sonth  AMcui  War  —  UritiHli  KubjoetM 

Information  with  Iteferenceto  Commandeered  In'  the  Enemy,  Shooting 

{f.  Mr.  B^fa^ge ;  A. 'Sir.  Wynd-  of  J.  M'Lachlan,  allegod,  Feb.  J,  568. 

ham,        6, 609.                        I  TelMiaplue    Addr«we»,  B^Utions- 

PriHoners  of  Vim,  See  South  African  War.  ^  FO,  5, 580. 


Prrtyman.  Oapt.  E.  O.  [Suffolk,  Woodbridge]  |  p„i,iig  Accoimte  and  Charges  Act 


1426. 

South  African  War,  Jan.  JO,  71. 

Printing,  Qovemment 

Coinrrigbted  Rate  Booka,  Ireland 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  Ilal- 
four,  Feb.  S,  449. 

Prisoners  ofWar 

Sec  South  African  War, 


Treasury  Minute  I*re9ented,  Feb.  ti,  685, 
887. 


Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Bill 

f.  In.*  Feb.  i',  423. 

Public  Houses  [Scotland]  Later  Opening 
BUI 

e.  IR.*  f'cft.  2.  415. 

Pnblic  Becords,  Ireland 

Appendix  to  Iteport,  Jan.  JO,  45,  6*2 


Prisons  !  PudMr 

Saint  l^uciH—Aiiicndcd  Uulc  Presented,  *™"** 

I       Charter  of  Incurporation  PrcNenleu,  Jtm. 
:to,  S2,  66. 


Feb.  J,  56:*  ;  /■V6.  f?,  897. 
Kootlund 

Falkirk  Priwn — Itulc  Prcsuntctl,  Jifn. 


1195;  Feb.  IJ, 


Private  BiUs 

Di\'ision  between  the  two  Houses,  Feb.  0, 
691. 

Standing  Ordei-H  coniidied  with,  Feb.  U, 
1017,  10*24  ;  Feb.  7^',  1161, 
1353,  1356. 

Standing  OrderHnot  complied  with,  Feb.  U, 
1022, 1026 ;  Feb.  14, 1216 ;  Feb.  Hi,  1353, 
1356. 


Prohftte  Dnt7  Oiaatf  Ireland 

Itiatrihiition  of  the  Grant  to  Poor  Law 
Unions,  Delav  in 
Q.  Mr.  Tally;  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  lial- 
four,  Feb.  /,  292. 

Property  in  the  South  African  BepnUies 

Milner'x,  Sir  A.,  Proclamation 

Mr.  (J.  Itowles  ;  -I*.  Mr.  J.  ('ham- 
berlaiii,  Feb.  1,  260  ;  Feb.  U,  IU42. 
Proclamation  PratentiBd,  Feb.  J,  563 ; 
Feb.  H,  897. 

PirOTand,  Ur.  A.  D.  [Glasgow,  Blackf riaraj 
"  Kowsliing"  Claims — Negotiations,  etc., 
~  "    ;  1051. 


Feb.  9, 

Post 
Tariff  and 


Pnrfleet  and  Gravesend  Junction  Bailway 
Bill 

/.  lE.*  Feb.  J.'l,  1354. 

QnarriesBiU 

f.  IH."  Feb.  .',  415 

Queen's  Speech 

Text  of  Siwecli,  J"ii.  .10,  1— Address  in 
Answer  [.Lords]  5,  K'omTiions]  7!  : 
Jup.  31,  164  ;  Feb.  1,  '295  ;  Feb. 
4ffil ;  Feb.  o,  590 ;  Feb.  731  ; 
Feb.  7,  830 ;  Feb.  S,  941 :  Feb.  U, 
1066. 

Disenstdon  of  Amendments,  Fadlities 
for 

'      V.  Mr.  8.  MacNeill :  -  I.  Mr.  A.  .1. 
Italfour,  Feb.  I,  258. 

Report, /'cA.  1017. 

Quick-firing  Ouns 

Si  r  Guns. 

Railway  Accidents 

Uexhum  Accident. 

U.  Mr.  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  J, 
283. 


Office  London  Telephone  Exchange-  '  Railway  and  Canal  Traffic  Act,  1888 
riff  and  Regulatioms  Feb.  0,  1053.  Ucluni  P)e«€iitcd..|^«^.z^^^M4JOQI 


e 
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Railway  Semmta'  Accidenta 

Report  of  Royal  Conimissiuii,  Jmi.  JO, 
49,  64  ;  Feb.  },  233. 

Bojal  CommiBBion  Reoommemlatioos 

Railways  (Prevcntioo  of  AeeidmtB) 
Bill,  Sec  th&t  Title. 

Bailways 

Omtimious  Br&kei,  Retam,  Jan.  30, 48,  ' 
82. 

Free  Pnnes  for  Irish  Memben 

Q.  Mr.  Hold  ;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie,  Feb.  6, 
721. 

Forugft  Countries,  ^V*-  their  Named. 

India— Sun  ej-  Party  of  1876 

Q.  Mr.  Nuclean ;  A .  Lord  G.  HamiltoD, 
Feb.  13,  1368. 

Ireland 

Amalgaiuation  BillSi  See  Xamei  of 
BUu — Graat  Sonthem,  Wwtern, 
Waterford,  &c. 

AVateiford  and  Limerick  Railn-ay—  ' 
DismisBal  of  Employes 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O'Brien  ;  A.  Mr.  Akers-  < 
Douglas,  Feb.  5,  583. 

Light  Rulwaya.  See  that  Title. 

Long  Eaton  Level  CraBBin^ 

Sir  W.  Foster;  A.  Mr.  Ritchie, 
Feb.  6,  719. 

AVelah  Railwav  Uispitte— Arhitration,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Maddison:  .-1.  Mr.  Akers- 
DoQghiA,  ^Vi.  J,  582. 

Kidlwaira  (FieTention  of  AccidantB)  Bill 

c.  Orderwl  and  lii.*  Fi-b.  12,  12oo. 

Banugate  Oorporatim  InutroTonents  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  U,  1103. 

Banugate  Harhour 

ReceiptH  and  Payments,  Statement  Pre-  ' 
senteit,  Jan.  iSO,  ol,  87. 

RftTiVin  Sir  J.  [Hei-efordithire,  Leomumter] 

Old  Akb  Penaiooft,  Number  of  Persomt 
fulfilling  Conditions  for  Keeeiring,  etc., 

Feb  i,',  1236. 

Basch,  Major  F.  0.  £Easex,  S.  East] 

Army  —  Strengthenins   and  Improving 
Organisatien    of    the    Regular  and 
Auxiliary    Forces,  Government    fto-  ' 
ponale,  Feb.  IJ,  1324.  ^ 

South  African  AYnr  —War  Office  Adminis- 
tration, etc.,  Feb.  .2,  516. 

Bate  Books,  Ireland 

Ctmyrighted  Itate  Books 

Q.  Mr.  Fhivin  ;  A.  Mr.  li.  W.  Balfour, 
Feb.  449. 

Bates  and  Batinc  j 

See  Local  Taxation.  | 

Bawmarsh  Urban  District  Conncil  <Tram- ' 
ways)  Bill 

/.  IH.*  Feb.  17,  im. 
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Beading  Corporation  (Tramvays)  Bill 

r.  Onlered,  Feb.  9,  1035. 
IR.*  Feb.  13, 1211. 

Becords,  Ireland 

Appendix  to  Report,  Jan.  SO,  45,  8*2. 

Becroiting 

See  Titles,  Army,  Volttnteers,  Militia,  etc 

Bedditch  and  District  Light  B&ilways 
Order 

Presented  Feb.  /),  1023,  1030. 

BedhiUOasBiU 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1035. 
IB.*  Feb.  IS,  1212. 

Btdmondi  Mr.  J.  B-  [Waterford] 
Budnen  of  the  Honse,  Feb.  S,  93B. 

Financial  Bojuness,  Preoedeaoe  oo 
Tuesdays,  Feb.  IS,  12S2. 

Irish  Railways  Amaknmatwn  Klls— 
Originaticm  In  the  Honse  of  Lords, 
Feb.  6,  696. 
Qneoi's  Speech— The  Address,  Feb.  ?, 
535. 

Sannderson's,  CfA.,  Henarks  on  XatiOB- 
alists  as  "  Cowards,"  Feb.  3, 535. 

Sonth  African  War,  ConelasiM  of  the 
War,  Terms  of  Peace,  etc.— Amendment 
to  the  Address,  Feb.  7,  830. 

Taxation  of  Ireland  —  Over  Taxation, 
alleged,  Feb.  9, 1086. 

University  Education  (Ireland) — FactU- 
tiee  for  I}iBcnssion,  Feb.  J  2, 1247. 

Bedmond.  Ur.  W.  H.  K-  [Claie,  E.] 

Chamberlain's,  Mr,  Visit  to  Dablin,  Con- 
duct of  Trinity  College  Students,  etc., 
Feb.  S,  447. 

Clare  Extra  Police  Charges,  etc.,  Ftb.  u. 
1067. 

Congested  Districts  Board,  Ireland,  Clare 
County  to  be  included  in  the  tiehadiile 
Districts,  Feb.  li,  1246. 

^jpt — Insubordination  among  Enrptian 
Troops  at  Umdnnnan,  Ftb.  IS,  iSsL 

France— British  Ambassador  at  I^ris, 
Temporary  absence,  Feb.  12, 1233. 

Land  (Ireland)  Acts.  Administration  and 
Working  olF>  b.  9,1114. 

Osiiuin  Digna,  Treatmmt  of,  Feb.  12, 
1234. 

South  African  War 

Butler' f.  Sir  \V..  Dcspalchett,  Feb.  2, 
427. 

CauualtieM  —  Publication  of  Lists, 
Feb.  12,  1224. 

Consulting  Surgeons,  Pay  of,  Feb.  12, 
1125. 

Cost  of  the  War— Exemption  of  the 
Irish  People  from  addituMial  Taxa- 
tion, Feb.  IS,  1222. 

Egyptian  Canw  aiyl^tQrf9>,^^'«906. 


D.gil,zedby^^OOgI|^^^ 
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[Red— Big 


Bedmond.  Blr.  W.  H.  K.—co»t.  Bhynmey  Railway  Bill 

ToImicco  tlroM-iiig  in  Irtiliiiul,  Evperimeiit.  '         Ik.*  Fch.  116."). 
Feb.  12,  124.1. 

*'  Triple  Alliance  "-Mr.   Cliaiiibeiliun's  Bicksmanswqrth  and  Uxbiidge  Valley 

Leicester  -speecli,  Frti.  T,  ."i78. 

Volunteers — Furmation  of  Iriali  Corj)?, 


Water  Bill 

c.  llf.*  h'vh.  />,  1212. 


^'«6.  5,  565. 

Wexford  Itay,  Hleum  Tniwlmg  in,  Feb.  A'> 
034. 

Begimental  Officers'  Quarters 

Wivea  of  Otticers,  and  tlic  Surrender  of 
ijuarters 

<J.  Mr.  S.  MacNcill;  .1.  Mr.  Wynd- 
liani,  Ftb.  439; 

B«cistration  of  Blectors  BilL 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  a,  730. 

Begistifttion  of  Firma  Bill 

r.  In.*  fVft.j'.  411. 

Beid,  Sir  B.  T.  [Uumfrie!*  Uur^^lis] 

South  African  War  and  the  *  lovemnieiit, 
Want  of  knowled^'e,  judgment,  etc. 
(Votu  of  Censure),  Jtni.  .If,  20(i. 

Beligioos  Disabilities 

Irish  Juflicial  A]>pointnicnt»,  Sef  Ireland. 

Bentonl,  l£r,  J.  A.  fl>own,K.i 

Tuxiitinn  of  Indaml  —  Over  Taxation 
allegeil,  Feb.  U,  UtJW. 

Bepresentative  Peers  for  Ireland 

Clifden,  Visrount--  lliglit  to  vote  e^taI^- 

lislied,  Fvh.  I.',  ll(jl.  13.):(. 
Petition,  F>(>.  /,  233. 

Mexboroujjli,  Karl  of  -  Petition,  Ft  fi.  J, 
:  Right  to  \oto  Kstahiishetl,  Fi  b.  il, 

1017,  isra 
Beserve 

Sn-  Title  Army  and  South  Africau  War. 

"Berenge,"  H.H.8.,  Explosioli 

^.  Admiral  Field ;  A.  Mr.  Gomhen, 
Fi  b.  .V.  917. 


Bidley,  Bt.  Hon,  Sir  M.  "W.-Smrfar!/  of 
Sff'tr  /or  thf  Hume  Jii'jmrtmeHf  [ijanca- 
Hhire,  JilackpoolJ 

Karial  Iaw  Iteforui,  Fvb.  J,  44ti. 

Klertoral  IHsahilities  (Military  Servieesl 
llill.  Extension  to  Anny  and  Navj 
I'orccs,  Feb.  6',  700. 

Ulen  Clelland  Collierv  Accident^  Feb.  IS, 
1369. 

Liquor  LiceDHiQK  Laws  Commission — 
L^islatioii,  Feb.  il,  717. 

Pen  Trade— Inflpector'a  Itenort,  Feb.  I.t, 
1368. 

Stock  Kxoliange-  Alleged  Outrage  hj 
Tmn:«vaal  War  KntliuHUiHt,  Feb.  I,  278. 

War  NewM— Crying  in  the  Street  Nni»- 
ancO)  Feb.  J,  440. 


Workmen'H  Coiniiensation  Act 
446. 


iniiensj 

Kieclnsion  ot  C;tHual  [^aliourcrK,  Feb. 
KxtensioD,  Frb.  I,  284. 


Bifle  Clubs 

Kstahlishiiicnt  of  National  Kille  Clu1>!« 
(/.  Earl  of  ShaflcMlmr^-,  J^ff«  .1",  11. 

Bifle  Banges 

('hip)>ing — l.iglit  Itaihvay  from  Lougrulge 
to  <  'liipping 
(,'.  Mr.  'loiniinson  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndhaiii, 

Fvb  S,  !H8. 

LicliHeld  KiHc  Kange,  Progress  of  Cod- 
Htmctton,  etc. 
V.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  W\-ndliani, 
Feb.  J,  275. 

Number  of  Kaoges  (dosed,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  K.  Cooke  :  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
hant,  Feb.  l,  27o  ;  Feb.  U,  1060  ; 
Q.  Col.  Murray  :  .1.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Willuims,  Frb.  IJ,  1229. 
Ketum 

Q.  Mr.  F.  W.  Wilson ;  A.  Mr. 
Wjnidham,  Feb.  6,  711. 

Statement  (Maniness  of  Lansdowne), /V&. 
IS,  1178. 


Berenae  Departments 

Sif  Civil  Sen-ice  and  Kcveane  Depart-  _. _  ..     t*i  ^ 

ments.  ^^^^  footing  Directors 


Bhodes-Hawksley  OoireBpobdence 

See  Hawksley  ^  'orresiiondence. 

Bhodes,  Vx.,  and  the  South  African  Wax 

Keferences  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Address, 


Brotherhood  DenresBion  Itajigc  Finder 
V.  Mr.  Weir  ;  A.  Mr.  J.^\  WUlianiR, 
Feb.  n,  1229, 

KuB^ell's  Invention 

Qs.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  As.  Mr. 
Coschen,  Mr.  J.  P.  Umiiams. 
Feb.  13,  1232. 


.Tmi.  S  I,  128 :  Jan.  SI,  185 ;  Feb.  2,  645,  '  Bifles 


547  :  Feb.  S,  669»  754,  765. 

Bhyuney  Iron  Company  Bill 

/,  lii.'^'fft.  lifw.- 
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Lee-£nfield  Riile.  See  that  TiUe. 

!  Bight  of  Search 

See  CoBtraltand of  War.      (  "'  I,> 

i  Digitized  by  V^OOyiC 
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Riots' 

Sujipresfiion  of,  by  Military—ExpenseM  of 
TroopM  employ ed 
^f.  Mr.  D.  A.  Thomas;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUHams,  Feb.  f.l,  !364. 

Bitchie,  Bt.  Hon.  C.  T.—fiesidcni  of  the 
Jionrd  of  Trade  [Croydon] 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme  and  the  Royal  Naval 
Resene,  Nuinher  of  Boys  enrolled, 
reb.  J  A  1238. 

Bnekland  Mnseiun  of  Fish  Culture, 
Accommodation  for,  at  South  Kenung- 
ton  Museum,  Feb.  S,  920. 

Corai>anies  Acts  AiiiendmeDt  BUI 
Feb.  J  J,  1257. 

Ministers  of  the  Crown  and  Director- 
ships of  Comjtanies,  Feb.  13, 1370. 

Crew  Accommodation  on  Merchant  Ships, 
Frb.  /..'.  1238. 

Hexham  Railway  Accident  Inquiry,  Feb.  I, 
283. 

Long  Eaton  Le>-el  Crossing,  Dangers  of, 
Feb.  6,  719. 

"  Moh^an,"  Wreck  of- -Passenger  Vessels 
R^nlations,  Feb.  H,  719. 

Uf^way  t*a8Het4for  IriKli  Meinbeni— Fci.  a, 
721. 

Seamen-— Unclaimed  AVages  of  iteceased 
Seamen,  Feb.  /.;,  1372. 

Worlcmen's  Trams — Altcnitiuti  in  Model 
Claiiwe  in  Tramways  Bill,  Feb.  .V,  920. 

^^'orkmen'^  Trains  and  the  Housing  of 
the  Working  Classes  Problem,  Feb.  G, 
720. 

Boads 
Irelantl 

Labourers  undertaking  maintenance 
and  repairs  of  RioaiU 
V.  Capt.Donelan  :  A.  Mr.  W' 
Balfonr,  />6.  /,  291. 

Road  Contractors,  DiftioulticH  of  ob- 
taining access  to  Qnarrie:* 
Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell;  A.  Mr. 
Atkinson,  Feb.  8, 929. 

BebeztB,  Mr.  J.  B.  [Camar\-on»hire,  Kilion] 
Army     Strengthening   and  improving 
Organisation  oftheKognlur  and  Auxi- 
liary' Forc«i — OovornnioDt  Proposals, 
Feb.  J.',  14«3. 

Businciv*  of  t)ie  House.  Financial  JJusiuow 
-  Pi-«ee(lence  on  Tuesdays,  Feb.  li, 
12o2. 

yueen's  Speech— The  Address,  Feb. 518. 

Termination  uf  Deliate,  Jan.  3t, 
South  African  Warl 

British  Subjects  commandeered  by 
the  Enemy— Shooting  of  J.  M'Lach- 
lau  for  Refasiug  to  Fk^t,  aJlc^ed, 
Feb.  6,  568  ;  Feb.  8,  908. 


Bobwts,  Mr.  J.  'R.—eoHt. 

Butler,  General  Sir  W.— Defence  of  NaUl 

etc.,  Feb.  /,267;  Feb.  /.',  1218. 

Higli  Treason  at  the  Cape,  allq^— Case 
of  M.  de  Plesais,  Feb.  0,  703- 

L'itlunders'  Crievanccs,'  etc.  IVote  of 
Censure  J,  Feb.  4,  518,  520. 

Bobertson,  Ur.  E.  [Dundee] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  impruving 
Organisation  of  the  Regular  ana 
Aaxilarr  Forces  —  (ioTeninieat  pro- 
ttosals,  Feb.  IS,  1388. 

Bobertson,  Ur.  H.  [Hackney,  H.] 

Local  Govermtmit  [Ireland]  Act  [ISW] 
Amendment  Bill.SR.,       Ih  14f9,  ISOH. 

1  1502. 

I  Bobson,  Mr.  S.  [South  Shields] 

South  African  War— Grievances  of  the 
Uitlanders,  etc.,  Jn».  .JO,  137. 

Bochdale  Corporation  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  U,  1216. 
IR."  Feb.  13,  1358. 

BoU  of  the  Lords 

Feb.  .',401. 

I  Bollit,  Sir  A.  [Islington,  South] 

I  Army  —  Strengthening  and  imprortDg 
<  )i:ganiNation  of  the  llogular  and 
.-\nxiliar)-  Korce>«  —  <juvemiiient  i<ro- 
posab<,  Feb.  IS,  143«. 

,  Education  Grants— Kxtending  to  Com- 
merei^  subjects,  /'efr.  1^9. 

Vohinteers,  Kecniiting  —  Special  Azrov 
Order,  Jim.     1900 ;  Feb.  I,  Tt^ 

Boman   OathoUe  DisaUlitias  Banunral 
Bill 

r.  IK.*  Feb.  »',4t7. 

Bosconunon 

^       Gun  Licences— He<  I  nest  for  Description  of 

Weapons  by  I'oUco 

.Mr.  Hayden;J.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
;  Feb  13, 1377. 

*       Proclaimed  Meeting 

Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Farrell ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Feb.  i.M241. 

j  Bosebery,  Earl  of 

,  South  African  War  and  ttieGoveniment— 
ManiuesK  of  Salisbury's  Defence,  etc.. 
Jan.  30,  34. 

I 

[  BoBsendale  By-Election 

New  Writ,  Jan.  31,  100. 

'  Botberham  Gorpnation  Bill 
feft.  if,  Ilea. 

I  Botherhithe  and  BatcUifB  Tminpl  BOl 

i    I.  IB.*  /c6^^^,zj,i^JL.oogre 
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Koyal  Engineers 

See  Engineen*. 

BojBl  Ixak  Constabulary 

See  Constabulary,  Koyal  Irittli. 

BoyiJ  MarineB 

Sec  Marines. 


Boyal  National  Lifelwat  Xnatitation 

See  IMthoat  Service. 

Boyal  Patriotic  Fund 

See  Patriotic  Fond. 

Boyal  University  of  Ireland 

AcGOtmts  of  Receipts  and  Expenditare 
Presented.  Feb.  S,  563. 

Report  Presented,  Feb.  9, 1011 ;  Feb.  JJ, 
1166. 

Bogoley  Oas  Bill 

p.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1033. 
IR."  Feb.  12,  1212. 

Bum 

Culonial  Hum—Excise  Duties- 

Q.  Mr.  Lawrence;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cliaiii- 
berlain.  Feb.  13, 136d. 

Bnnciman,  Mr.  W.  [Oldham] 

Oldliam  XeWntptiic  Delays — (.'omuWint, 
Feb.6,T£t. 

Bural  District  OouacUs,  Ireland 

Xnmber  of  Memlwrs  couBtltuting  qnomm, 
etc. — Ainendmsnt  of  Act. 
^.  Mr.  Engledew ;  A .  Mr.  Atkinson, 
Feb.  IS,  1374. 

Bnral  Education 

Circular  to  Local  Authorities,  under  Act 
of  1899,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Hobhouse ;  A.  Sir  J.  Oorst, 
Feb.  923. 

Bussell,  General  F.  S.  [CheltenhamJ 

Army  —  Strengthenins  and  improvinc 
OiganisatdoD  of  the  Regular  and 
Auxiliiuy  Forces  —  Government  Pro> 
poaals,  Feb.  IJ,  1455. 

Coat  ^"pply  for  National  Purposes —  ' 
Cantiff  timi  Contmcting  to  Supply  | 
Foreign  GoTemmont  with  400,000  uniK| 
Feb.  J,  575. 

Death  Duties  and  the  Sontli  African  War,  ' 
Proposal  to  Hemtt,  Feb.  IS,  1221.  ' 

South  African  War 

J'lmr  \niianicnts — Espcuditurc,  Pri- ' 
vate  btateiuent  to  Member?  of  the 
Volksraad— Orders  for  goiuptaced  ; 
with  Messrs.  Erupp,  eto.»  Feb.  Ij,  • 
1238. 


SESSION  1900. 
Jmi.  30— Feb.  U. 


[Boy -Sal 


Clothing   for  Troops — Reserves  of 
Warm  Clothi  ^g,  Fib.  12, 122B. 


Bussell,  Oen.  F.  8.— conf. 

South  African  War — con/. 

Enteric  Fever— Flannel  Belte  as  pre- 
ventatives, Feb.  13, 1^. 

Guns,  niannfactoreof,  equal  to  those 
of  the  Boers,  Feb.  1223. 

Horses  tm  Transports— Returns,  Feb. 
i',  437. 

Policy  of  tlie  Government  [Vote  of 
Ccmsnre],  Feb.  5,  629. 

Volunteer  OflScers  with  the  KMiulars, 

Fti>.  13, 1225. 

Bussell,  Ur.  T.  W. —Secretary  to  the  Local 
Government  Boai-d  [Tyrone,  South] 

Land  [Ireland]  Acts,  AdministiatioD  and 
working  of,  Feb.  9, 1116. 

Local  Government  [Ireland]  Act  [1898] 
Amendment  Bill,  2b.  Feb.,  14,  I486. 

Soatli  Afrioan  War— Irish  Amendm«it  to 
the  Address  for  the  Ccndunon  of  the 
War,  m  7,880. 

Bussell  "Shooting  Director"  InTe&tion 

Qt.  Sir  J.  Fergusson ;  As.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Mr.  J.  P.  Wniianw,  Feb.  1282. 

Bnssia 

Per»ta — Russian  Loan,  etc.   See  Persia. 
Trade  Report^  Jaiu  30, 46. 

St  Albana  Water  BiU 

('.  Oidered,  Feb. !),  1035. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1212. 

St.  David's  Bailway  [Additional  Powers] 
Bill 

V.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1035 
IB.*  Fa.  13, 1212. 

Saint  Lucia 

Prison  Regulations— Amended  Unle>  Pre- 
sented. Feb.  S,  563 ;  Feb.  8,  897. 

Saint  Vincent 

Ilei>ort  presented,  Jan.  SO,  46,  63. 

Sale  of  Ihtozicatinc  Lianors  to  (AUdren 
Bill 

e.  IB.*  Feb.  3, 418. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Iiianors  to  OhUdten 
[No.2]BiU 
c.  Hi.*  Feb.  ti,  419. 

Petitions,  Feb.  o,  562 ;  Feb.  6,  697  ; 
7,  829  ;  Feb.  iS,  902 ;  Feb.  0,  1040  ; 
Feb.  U,  1217 ;  Feb  U,  1465. 

Sale  of  Intoxicating  Iitqnas  on  Sunday 
BiU 

C.  IR.*  Feb.  2,  412. 

Petitions,  Feb.  i,  249;  Feb^  2,  408; 
FA.  e,  097 ;  Feb.  7, 829 ;  Feb.  9,  1010 ; 
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Sal~8co] 


INDEX. 
Jan.  30— Feb,  14, 


[Tol.  78. 


Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liqaon  [beland]  Bill  |  Savuigs  Banks 

f.  lit.  Feh.  J,  422.  Military  Rnvingx  Bankg,  Statement  I'te 

Petition,  Feb.  !>,  1040.  '  sented,  Feh.o,  562 ;  Feh.  s,  897. 

Seamen'H   Ilejtoftits,  Account  Presented, 
Salford  Corporation  Bill  Jan.  .ti,  ,".!.  tiT- 

/.  IR.*  Feh.  /.M16:i.  Trustee  Sftvinys  Bank^S'r'-tliat  Title. 


Salisbuxy,  Marquess  o{--/'irinia-  and  Smr- 
fanj  of.Stnte  for  Fui  cUjn  Affairs 

British  CooKtitutioii  as  an  InHtrnihent  of 
War,  .fan.  .Id,  30. 

Queen's  Speech— the  Addretct,  Jan.  .VK  26. 
Secret  Sen  ice  Fund,  Jan.  .W,  28. 

Sontii  Africaji  War—Boer  Armaments, 
etc.,  Ch^e  againat  the  Government  for 
want  of  Knowledge  and  Foresight,  etc, 
Jan.  30,  S». 

Treasnry  Ckintrol,  Jan.  30,  32. 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
South  African  "War— Reflections  on 
tiie  Cliancellor  of  the  Exchequer, 
./«H.  ,;o,  32  ;  Fell.  1,  237. 

Personal  Exphination,  Fe6. 1,  *237,23SI. 

Salisbury  Plain 

I'roiierty  imrcliased,  Keturn  Prefieutetl, 
Jan.  ,30,  70  ;  Jan.  ,U,  l.>8. 

S&ltoun,  Lord 

South  African  War 

Mai>3,  Hun-eys,  etr. ,  Fi  h.  404. 

Volunteer  Artillery  Guas,  etir. , Fi  b.  1 ' 
1183. 

Samoa 

Anglo-(i*rman  C'onvenliun 

(.'oDA-ention  Presented,  Jan.  .Vt,  47,  ' 
65. 

Referencea  to,  in  Oobatc  on  the  Ad-  < 
dress  (Lords),  Jan.  <iu,  11, 14. 

Working  of  new  Arrangements 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;      Mr.  Brodriek, 
Feb.  G,  714. 

Sandys,  Col.  T.  H.  [Lancusliire,  Hootle] 
.Army— Strengthening  and  Improvini,'  Or- 

S^nixationof  theKegular  and  Auxiliary-  . 
''orces,  (Toremment  Proposals,  Feb.  U, 
1319.  ' 

Sanitary  Works,  Ireland 

Charges  nnder  Local  Government  Act, 
etc. 

y.  Mr.  .1.  V.  Farrell :  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
son, Ffb.  IJ,  1243. 

Suikaren,  Chanan 

Petition,  Jnn.  .11,  LIT- 

Sardinian  Loan 

Account  Presented,  Fib.  /,  23U. 

Saunderson.    CoL,    Bt.    Hon.    E.  J. 

[Armagh,  N.] 

Land  (Ireland)  Acts,  Administnttion  and 
Working  of,  Feb.  0,  1139. 

South  African  War— Attitude  of  the  Irish 
Nationalists,  etc.,  Feb.  J,  330, 538. 
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Scarborough  Corporation  Bill 

r.  Onlered,  F,:b.  1036. 
1K.''/VA.  IJ,  1212. 

School  Board  Franchise,  Scotland 
Le^slation 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A  Mr.  A.  J.  Ualfooi, 
Feb.  11,  1847. 

'  Schools 

I  Commemoration  of  Deedn  of  Hennnu 
'  in  Elementary  Schools,  Bishop  of 

Chester's  Proposal 
Q.  Mr.  Yerburgh  \  A.        J.  (lontt, 

Feb.  hi,  1360. 

Science  and  Art  Departments 

Council  of  Advice  for  Art  Matton* 

Q,  Lord  Balcarreo;  ^f.  Sir  J.  GonL 
Feb.  hi,  1370. 

Dublin— Transferring  Control   l«  Agri- 
oultnnil  and  Industrial  I)e|iartii)eiit 

(j.  Sir   T.   <;.   Rsmon.lc:    A,  Mr. 
Plunkett,  F>  h.  S,  937. 

Ke-organiwLtion  of  the  Ktlucalion  I>e|Nut 
ment,  .Sf-r  Education  DeiMurtment. 

South  Kenxington  Miiaenni,  Sec  tliat  Htle. 

Scotland- 

.Vf'vcAfr//— Kight  Hon.  Lord  Balfonr 

of  Burleigh. 
Uiidt  r  Sreretarif — Mr.  G.  A.  J.  Lee. 
Lord  Advocate — Itight  Hon.  A.  U. 

Murray. 

Soliritor  GrnrrtU—'Mr.  V.  S.  Dickimtl. 

Bills  relating  to,  Srr  their  Title. 

Counted  Districts  Board,  ( 'rufler^* 
Gnevances—Debate  on  the  Addrow, 
Feb.  S,  976. 

CoDgesteU  District  lielief  Act— Balance  ui 
Money  Grantfld 
Q.  Mr.  Hedderwick  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  0. 
Murray,  Feb.  5, 582. 

Crofters  and  Cottars,  for  Collerlive 
lieaxiing,  Sec  tlmt  Title. 

Deer  Forests — Grievance  of  CrofterHwid 
Cottaris  etc.  —  Amendment  to  tlw 
Address  [Mr.  Weir],  Feb.  S,  973  j  Divi- 
sion 1002. 

EducaUon— Minute  of  the  Committee  of 
Conneil  on  Eduoation  Presented,  /rA. 
540,663. 

Kishwy  Cruisers— Completion  of  New 
Umisers 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  G.  Munav. 
Feh.  13, 1370. 

Glen  Clelland  Collieries  Accident— Em- 
ployment of  Polish  Workmen,  «te. 
V.  Mr.  Woods:  .1.  Sir  M.  WWtc 
Ridley. /*cfe./*~tM8.  I 

Digilized  by  VjOOy 


Vol.78.]  SESSION  1900.  [Sco— Sha 

Jan.  30— /'efi.  14. 

Scotland— Secret  Service  Tand—'^ont. 

Ground  Values  (Taxation),  Petition  for         Insufficient,  Marquess  of  Salisbury  on, 
alteration  of  Law,  Feb.  7, 829.  Jan.  SO,  28. 

Judicial  Statistics  Act,  1869,  Keport,  Jan.  References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Ad- 

30, 62.                                               I      •  dreps,  Jan.  31,  l«lt,  179,  19B  ;  Frh.  I, 
Lunacy— Midlothian  and  Peebles  District 

Lnnacy  Board,  General  Kales  presented,  '  TnuiHvaal-A  mount    Rpeut    on  fiecr«t 

Jan.  .70,  53,  69.  Service 

Orphan  Homes-Children  Kefu«d  Public  ^-  Maniuesa  of  Salisbniy, 28. 

Kdnoiition  I'nexpended  Bnlanee 

(J.  Mr.  C.  Corbett:  .1.  Mr.  A.  C.  Mr.  I'hilipps ;  A.  Sir  M.  Wwks 

Murray.  J-'rl>.  .V,  9-23.  lieach,  Frf,.  S.  9-JI. 

Poor  IjJIw  Amendment  Acts,  Petitions  for 

,  alteration  of  haw,  .ran.  .il,  157  ;  F<-h.  0,   ge^ly,  Mr.  C.  H.  tLincoln] 

„        ^  ,   .  S\ri.H9  Military  System— Report,  /.7, 

Pn!»ons— Papers  Presented,  ./oji.  .JO,  53;      ■  -     -  i- 

J>ni.  158. 

School  Board  Franchise—Legislation  a-i— *  tt..^. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  ^.  Mr.  1.  J.  Balfour,  Select  Vestries  BiU 

IS,  1247.                  ■  Pf'O  FonnA,  IR.*  Jaiu  30,  5. 

Town  Coondls  (Scotland)  BUI,  See  that  ■  , 
Title.  Selection,  Committee  of, 

Whisky   Samples,  DUtributing  amonpi  Committees. 
Dwelling  HouseB 

Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  A.  H.  Separation  Allowance 
Mnmiy,  Feb.  }.%  1369.  South  African  War. 

Scott,  Mr.  0.  P.  [Lancashire.  UighJ  Seton-Karr,  Mr.  H.  [St.  Helens] 

South  .\fri«in  War  and  the  Government  Armv-Stren^^tl.ening  and  improving  Or- 
.  V  ote  of  Censure]  heh.     499.  tnmisation  of  the  Kegular  an,l  Auxiliary 

Forces,  Government  I^pn«ilH,  Ffb.  /' 
Scottish  American  Investment  Company  )42i. 
Limited.  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Fvh.  /:.',  li«r>.  Settlement,  Law  of 

Extendintr  to  Ireland 

Scottish  Widows'  rund  and  Iiife  Assu-  V-  Mr.  Field;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson,  Fvh. 

ranee  Company  Bill  (;,  724. 

/.  lit.*  F.h.  1165. 

Seychelles 

Seamen,  Merchant  Service  Keport  Prescnteil,  ■hm.  .m,  40  : 

Boy  Sailor  Scheme  and  the  Koytil  Niival 

Keserve,  Nuuilter  of  liuys'^ Enrolled     Shafteshury,  Earl  of 

Sir  C.  Dilke  ;  .1.  Mr.  Uitcliie,  Feb.         South  Afrii-an  War.  ./«m.  :ti,.  fi. 

IJ,  1238. 

Deceased  Seamen  Shanars 

Unclaimed  Wiigen  Petition  f»>r  Redress  of  (irievannw,  Feb. 

(i.  Sir  .1.  lAma;  A.  Mr.  Ilitchie,  «90. 
Fib.  1.!,  1371. 

Wages  and    Kffects,  .\ccount  Pre-  Shanghai 
sented,  Jan.  .10,  49,  67  :  Frb.  /,  249.  Vhmn. 
Money  Orders,  Statement  Presented,  Jan. 

Shannon  Water  and  Electric  Power  Bill 

IMition    referml  to  Standing  Ordei-s, 
■^0,51,6,.  /Vft.  .7,  !038. 

Wag^  Transmission  of,  Statement  Pn-         standing  Onlers  not  complied  with,  Feb. 

Secondary  and  Technicallnstruction        gj^aw,  Mr.  C.  E.  [Staflord] 

Minutes  of  Committee  of  Council  on  Edn-         south  African  War  (Vote  of  Censure), 
cation  Presented,  Jan.  :}tt,  .lO,  68.  y^f^      ^  '* 

Secret  Service  Fund  Shaw,  Mr.  T.  [Hnwick  Burghs] 

ApplicaUon  for  Increase  Highlands   of   Scotland-Deer  Forests, 

^■■^■^i^f^r^^  ^'  <'«'fter»'  and  Cottar*.'  (Grievances,  etc. 

Beach, /V6. 445..  /V6. 5,995,  Ci^f^c\\o 

I  ,  Digitized  by  V^OOglC 
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INDKX. 
Jan.  ^0~Feh.  14. 


Shee.  Mr.  J.  J.  [Wnterford,  West] 

Land,  Ireland— Revalnation,  Feb.  S,  450. 

Militia  —  Distribution  of  RsgimeatB, 
Forces  Serving  in  Ireland,  etc.,  F^.  3, 
442. 

South  African  War 

Mafeking  Station-master,  Sboottns,  I 
nllegetl,  Feb.  /,  266  ;  Feb.  J,  434.  j 

Shooting  Boer   Prisonera,  oUeffed,  I 

/V6~A        Feb.  8,  906. 
Tallow— Extra  Police,  Feb.  13,  1378. 

Shei&eld  Corporation  Bill 

/.  1R.«  Feb.  12^  1163.  ' 

Sheffield  District  Railway  Bill 

/.  IH.*  Veh.  /,?,  1165. 


Shipowners'  Liability 


Merchimt  Ship^ng  (Liability  of  Ship- 
owners) Bill,  St.e-  that  Title. 


Shipimig 

Hee  Merchant  Shipping. 

Ships  of  War 

PrecautionR  against  Fire,  Wooden  Fit- 
tioga,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  ]kmd ;  A.  Mr.  Ciotwhen,  Feb. 
i3, 1237. 

Shooting  Directors 

Sec  Rifle  Shooting  Directors. 

Shops  Bill 

fl.  1R.»  Feb.  ?,  423. 

Sierra  Leone 

Campaign  Medals  — Niitives    GniUy  of 
unlawful  Acts. 
Q.  Mr.    Hedderwickj  A.  Mr.  J. 
(*hambarlain,  Feb.  9, 1050. 

Silver 

Australian  Mints— Coinage  of  Silver 

V.  Mr.  Hojtan ;  A.  ISu.  Han  bun-,  F'/,. 
I.},  1374. 


Sittings  and  Adjournments  of  the  Honse 

Exemption  from  Standing  Order — Debate 
on  tiie  Address,  Motion  [Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four],  Feb.  6,  729 ;  Feb.  9,  lOSa 

Sleeping  EelmetB 

Troops  in  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  BroadhniBt;  A.  Mr.  Wvnd 
bam,  Fvb.  S,  913. 

Sligo's,  HarquesB  of,  Estate 

CorreRpondence  with  Congested  DiAtri<^- 
Itoard 

Q.  Mr.  Ambrose;  A.  Mr.  Plunkeu. 
Feb.  9, 1069. 

Small  Houses  [AeaiuBitum  of  Owheanhtol 

Act 

Extension  to  Ireland— Carrying  oat  o(  the 
Act  by  the  Diitiiet  Councils 
Q.  Mr.  Ans^ ;  A.  Mr.  Atkinaon, 

Feb.  5,  588. 

Smith,  a,  Case  of 

Q.  Mr.  Kearley ;  ^.  Mr.  J.  P.  WilliAma. 
FOt.  IS,  1230. 

Smith,  Mr.  A.  H.  [Christclinrchl 

Army — Strengthening  and  intpfoving 
Oiganlaation  of  the  R^nlar  and 
AnxiliaiyForces,  Government  Proposals, 
Feb.  13, 1467. 

;  Smith,  JBx.  S.  [Flintsbirn] 

Volunteers,  Recmiting—Escwa  of  present 
establishments.  Obstacles  placed  in  the 

"™y  of  —  ^  -"  ^    "  • 

[046. 


way  of  obtaining  Recruits,  alleged,  Feb. 

9,  IW 


Simeon,  Sir  J.  S.  B.  [Sontbanipton] 

Onlnance  Survey  Staff"— Scheme  of  Pen- 
mam  for  Teuiiionin'  Civil  Aiwistants 
etc,  Feb.  S,  936. 

Sinclair,  Capt.  J.  [Forfar] 

Army— Strengthening  aixl  inipi-ovin«  Or- 
ganisation of  thel{%iilar  anil  Auxiliary 
Forces,  (ioveminent  I'roposaltt,  Frb.  ll\ 
1411. 

Jameson  Ridd  and  the  Sonth  African 
War,  Feb.  .',  511. 

Queen's  Speech—The  Addres.s,  Feb. ."lOTt. 

South  African  War 

Cape  Dutch,  Loyaltv  of,  etc.,  Feb.  i'. 
509. 

Equipment,  Losa  of— Charge  to  Sol- 
diers, Feb.  n,  1225. 

(Tovemment  [Vote  of  Censnrel  Feb. 
COfi, 
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Sneem  Mails 

Late  Deliven^  of  Mails 

Q.  Mr.  IHa^-in  \  A.}Sx.  Hanbnry,  Frb. 
a,  1055.  ' 

Soldiers 

Questions  relating  to  South  African  War. 
See  South  African  War. 

Soldiers'  Effects  Fund 

( 'rimean  Soldiers'  Widows,  etc. 

Q.  Sir  J.  Long ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WiUiama. 
Feb,  8,  916. 

Ueferences  to,  in  Debate  on  the  I^triotir 
Fund,  Feb.  S,  949, 961. 

Somaliland 

Foreign  Jurisdiction  Act— Ordo-  in  Conn- 
cil  Presented.  Feb  1, 234. 

Somerset,  County  oi 

New  Writ,   [Weils  Division]  Jtm. 
64— New  Member  Smm,  Jan.  SO,  34. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 
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Bommot,  Dnka  of 

ISoath  African  War,  Jan.  30,  5. 


SESSION  li((X). 
Jan.  :tO    /VA.  14. 


[Som  Son 


Somerset  House 

liidex«B  to  Early  With— RecoropilatioD 
Q.  Colonel  Welbv :  .1.  Mr.  Hanbory, 
Feb.  i?,  1240. 

Somonetshire  Volnnteers  | 

FiUlnre  to  form  <'oiii{ianv  -Ntimlier  of 
Men  unable  to  {Huu*  Tent 

Colonel  Mormy,  Mr.  llnMionRe: 
A.  Mr.  Wyndliam,  Ft  b. .;,  ."»71. 

Soudan 

OMiian  I>iin>» 
<*a|>tnre  of 

O.  Duke  of  Somentet,  Jan.  -tO,  9. 

Traatiiient  of 

Q,  Mr.  W.  Sedmond;  A,  Mr. 
Broilrick.  Feb.  JS,  1234. 

Sottth  African  War 

Adminiotration  by  the  Military-  Depart- 
ments, etc. — Mr.  VVyndhain's  Defence, 
/V6.  i,3l6. 

Amiy  SapplemeotatT  EKtimates— .State- 
m«it  (Mr.  WSiHtliam).  Ffh.  1*,  1257. 
1328. 

ArUtration  and  the  Peace  Conference 
V.  Mr,  Flynn  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  .1.  llalfour, 
Ffh.  .',  428. 

Artiller)',  Hfc  Subheading  Guns. 

Aufitralaman  Contingent — Homan  Catho- 
lic Cliaplain» 
V.  Mr.  T.  Cnrran  j  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Chamberlain.  Feb.  1, 269. 

Uoer  ArmamentJt  ami  Ktrmfrth  of  the 
Enemy 

Britifth  Government— Want  of  KnoW' 
ledge.  Foresight,  etc. 
Oa.  Lend  Monkswell,  Mar- 
qneasof  Lansdowne,  FH>.  1, 
244,  346. 

Balfour's,  Mr.,  Speech  at  Man- 
chester 

0.  Earl  of  Kiniberlev,  Jan.  !iO, 
SO. 

References  to,  in  Debato  on  the 
Adilress  (lx>rda),  Jan.  JU,  19, 
34,  39  (Commons).  73,  92,  103. 
149;  ./an.  -168,  179,  190, 
193,  201;  Feb.  i.  304^  370; 
Feb.  J,  604,  633. 

Soliftbury's,  ManjnesH,  Defenre, 
Jan.  :iO,  26— Earl  of  Rotte- 
bery's  attack  on,  Jan.  30,  34. 

Wyndiianj's,    Mr.,  Htateinent, 

Feb.  1,  337  ;  Feb.  :>,  539. 

ItutlerX  Sir  AV.,  Denpatchefl 

Q.  Mr.  Channing;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfoar,  Feb.  l',  426. 

Conventions  of  1881  and  I$84~Cod- 
ventiouK  Itesponsible  for  the 
Boer  Armaments 
O.  MarqnesB  of  Salisbury,  Jan. 

63 


Sontb  African  War— <^"'. 

Boer  Armaments  and  Strength  of  the 
Boemy— ron/. 

Expenditure  of  the  Transvaal  (tovem- 
ment,  Private  statoment  to 
Members  of  the  Volksraad — 
Orders  placed  with  Messrs. 
Krupp,  etc. 
^.  Gen.  Unsxell :  A.  .Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  7 1223. 

Wolfleley,  Lonl.  ami  tlie  Intelligence 
I)ei»artiiient  — CoiiHicting  State- 
ments 

<J.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  /,  265. 

Boer  Supremacy  in  South  Africa— all^e<l 
conspiracy  between  tbeOranc^ 
Free  State  and  the  Transvaal 
t,K  Mr.  Bainbridge;.!.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Ffh.  /,  256. 

Iteferences  Ui,  in  the  Debate  on  the 
Address,  Jan.  30, 139  ;  Jan.  31,  188  ; 
Feb.  :i,  468,  498  ;  Feb.  5,  614. 

British  Forces,  N  umber  and  Composition  of 
Q.  Mr.  Bartley ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Fel}.  8,  90S. 
Statements  (Marquess  of  Lansdowne), 
Feb.   i:,  1169   (Mr.  Wj-ndham), 
1258. 

British  Garriwon  neressarj-  after  the  War 
O.  SirC.  Dilke.  Feb.  1286 

British  Subjects  Commandeered  by  the 
Enemy— Shot  for  refusing  to  (ight, 
alleged 

Colonel  Pryce-.Ionew,  Mr.  B. 
itoberts,  Colonel  MUward  ;  Aa.  Mr. 
J.  Clianiberlain,  Feb.  5,  508 :  Q.  Mr. 
B.  Boberts;  A.  Mr.  Chamberlain, 
Feb.  8,  906. 

Butler.  Sir  W.— Despatches  etc. 
Boer  Armaments 

Q.  Mr.  Channing:  A.  Mr.  A.  <!. 
Balfour,  Feb.  !,  &^. 

Military  Situation 

Qn.  Mr.  Hedderwick,  .Mr.  Dillon  ; 
As.  Mr.  A.  J.  ISnlfonr,  Feb.  /, 
253,256. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the 
Address,  Jan.  31,  194 ;  /H.  7, 
314. 

Miloer,  Sir  A.,  and  Sir  W.  Butler, 
Friction  between 
p.  Mr.  Warner ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  C,  565. 

.Motion  (Lord  Monkxwell),  Feb.  /,S44. 

References  to.  in  Deliate  on  tlin 
,\ddre«f,  Jan.  JO,  93,  105 ;  Feb.  I, 
305,  313,  339  ;  Feb.  n,  608,  7.58. 

Views  and  Proceedings,  Resignation, 
etc. 

Qs.  Mr.  Bainbridge ;  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill;  ^.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, F^.  1,  254,  255 ;  Qs.  Mr. 
S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham. Feb.  1;,  704. 

See  fiito  Subheading  Natal,  Defem-e 
of,  etc. 

Catnnet  Ccmmittee  of  Defence,  See  that 
Title, 
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South  African  War— 

Canadian  Contingent  ! 

Ca%-aln',  Refusal  l>v  the  War  Office  i 
(?.*Mr.  Heddenvick  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  .1. 
Balfour,  Feb.  2,  428. 

Medical  ('ontingent.  Refusal  by  the 
War  Office 
Q.  General  I^aiirie  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Ffb.  U,  1040. 

Cape  Diitoh,  Loj-alt.v  of 

Heferencef  to,  in  the  Del»ite  on  the 
Address,  Frh.  fi,  469,  509  :  Feh. 
OUi ;  Feb.  6,  S\2. 

Carrin;;ton'8   (ienera!  Sir   F.,   OfTer  of 

V.  Mr.  C^frhill;  A.  Mr.  W\Tidhani, 
Feb.  6,  700. 

Crwuiilties 

Highland  HriKade,  Losses,  AVr  Sub- 
heading >Itigerftfontein  Knjjage- 
ment. 

I'lihlicatioii  of  LLatx 

Q.  Mr.  Thornton  ;  A.  Mr.  AVj-nd- 
hani,  Ffb.  .7,  ,572 ;  Q.  Mr.  W. 
Redmond  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WillianiH,  Frh.  I?,  1-22*. 

CenHorMbip  of  War  NewB 

TjBtters  of  War  CorrefipOndentH 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan  ;  A.  Mr.  Wvnd- 
ham.  Frh.  I,  268. 

Ontgoing  Telegrams 

>Ir.  h.  Morgan ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
bury,  Feb.  J,  437. 

Chanodlor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
Stinting  of  the  Military  Prepara- 
tions 

(h.  Manmess  of  Salisburj-,  Jan.  ,10, 
32;  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beach,  Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  ./f»».  .11,  180  — i'ersonal 
Kxidanation  (Mar<|uem  of  Salis- 
bury), Frh.  I,  237. 

Cliaitlaina 

Anstraliiin     Coiitinj;ent  Umiian 
('jitholio  Chaplains 
Q.  Mr.  T.  Cnrnin  :   .1.  Mr.  .1. 
('h.iiiil>erlain,  Fih.  /,'2ii*.>. 

Yeouianrv  —  Appointment  of  Chujt- 
lainfl  Huggestcil 
(is.   Vjirl  Kgerton,  Maniue*.-*  of 
].ansdowne,  Fch.  0,  (W6,  (»7, 

Clothing  for  Troops 

Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  VV\-nd 
ham,  Feb.  I,  267. 

Flannel  Beltf> — I'l-ccautionn  against 
Enteric  Fever 
Q.  (General  Kussell ;  A.  Mr.  •!. 
P.  Williuns,  /V/*.  /.',  122G. 

Replacing  Clothes  «-om  ont,  etc. 

Q.  Air.  Warner:  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  0,  7()0. 

Renerves  of  Warm  Clothing 

V-  General KuMell ;  A.  Mr.  .1.  P. 
WilliamB,  Feb.  /»  1226. 

CoIeuBO  Rattle  Naval  Rrigade  Def- 
patches 

Q.  Commander  Young :  A .  Mr. 
GoBQhen,  Feb.  5, 575. 

H 


Soutli  African  "Wax— con  f. 

Colonial  Ansistanee  —  Reference^  to,  in 
Debate  on  the  Address  (T^nle).  Jna,  .'X-. 
10,  13. 

Colonial  Military'  Contingents  —  <*orre5- 
pondence  relating  to,  I'retented,  •/";'. 
47,  63. 

Commands  at  the  Front 

Currington,  Sir  F.,  and  Ixird  ^feUtocci 
Oil.  Lord  Bateman,  Manjaefl^  of 
Lansdowne,  ^VA.  /J,  IIGC. 

Selections,    Powen*    in     regard  tu 
stiliordinate  Generalis  et«. 
Q.  Sir  H.  Howorth  :    J.  Mr. 
A\'yndhani.  Feb.  hi,  1358. 

Commisfiions  for  Non  -  Comroisnaned 
OfiicerB,  See.  Snb  -  heading  Promotion 
from  the  Ranks. 

Conclusion  of  the  War — Ammdmrat  to 
the  Address  (J.  Redmond),  Feb.  7, 83n- 
IKi'isioD,  892. 

Conduct  of  the  War  —  OccnpaUMi  n| 
Ulenooe  and  Dundee,  Qu*itiicai  erf 
Policy,  See  Sub-headuig  Natal,  D^ence. 

Connanght  Rangern — Court  Martial  of 
Otticer,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy:  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham.  F<  h. r>70. 

Contemplated  MiHtar}'  MeasQien.  Srr 
Aniiy — Strengthening,  etc. 

Continental  Powers  and  Great  Britain— 
"  Paper  Warfare  " 
0.  Eari  of  Kiniberley,  Jan.  .to.  13. 

Contraband  of  War,  See  that  Title. 

Cost  of  tiie  War 

Army  Supplementary  Estimates  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  S,  903. 

Exemption  of  Ireland  from  additiimal 

taxation 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond:  .4.  Sir  M. 
Hicks-Beach,  Feb.  i>.  1222. 
Amendment  to  the  Address  {Mr. 
Clancy],  iV  t.  a,  1003 :  Frh. 
lOtIti— Division,  1106. 
Snnpteinentary  F^imate  -Kt^itetnenl 
[>!r.  Wyn.lhaml,  Ffb.  t.\  12.%. 

Crimean  War  <'oiii{)arison 

0.  Sir  C.  Dilke.  Feb.  1,  296. 
Customs  Dutie.4  on  Gifts  Mat  to  the 
Troops 

(f.  Mr.  Bartlev ;  A.  Mr.  W>-ndhain. 
Feb.  fl,  708. 

Death  Duties— Proposal  to  remit,  etc. 
(}.  Gen.  KuBsell ;  A.  Sir  M.  Hirka- 
ileach,fVA.  ti,  1221. 

Debate  on  the  Address  (Lords),  Jnn.  .u\ 
n  :  [Commons]  71.  Jnn.  31, 164  ;  Frh.  I. 
293  ;  Feb.  A  431  ;  Frb.  .5,  570;  Frh. 
731. 

Del^^  Bay,  See  tiwt  Title. 

Durham's,  Deui  ot  Sermim  on  the  War- 
Mr.  Jvstice  Grantham's  Uemarks 
O.  E&tI  of  Halabury.  Feb.  I,  340. 

Egyptian  Guns  and  Stores 

Qm.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  S.  Mae- 
NeUl !  A.f.  Mr.  Bredriok,  Feb.  «. 
905.  ^  , 
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Electoral  Disabilities  (Military  Services)  i 
Bill,  See  that  Title.  | 

Enteric  Fever,  Precautions  against 

Flannel  Belta  for  Soldiers  i 

Q.  Gen.  RaaseU ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  i 

Williams,  Feb.  1£,  im  | 

Inoculabioo  against  i 
Q.  Mr.  A.  E.  Pease;  A.  Mr.  ' 
Wyndhani,  Ftfb.  1,  265.  i 

Equipiuent,  Loss  of— Charge  to  Soldieru  * 
Q.  Mr.  Sinclair;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil-  ' 
liams,  Feb.  JS,  ^ 

Fenian  Prisoners  at  Mafeking,  alleged  i 
Q.  Mr.  P.  O^Brian;  A.  Mr.  J.   P.  < 
WilliaiUB.  Feb.  IS,  1224 ;  Qa.  Mr.  : 
P.  O'Brien  ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndhara, 
Feb.  IJ,  1224;  Feb.  IS,  1358.  I 

I 

Fora^ — Home  grown  and  Foreign  Pro-  , 
duce,  prices,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Stracliey ;  Q.  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil-  ■ 
liaiiis,  Feb.  1,  '270  ;  Qs.  Mr.  Philipps, 
Mr.   T.   M.    Healy.    Mr.   D.  A. 
ThoiuaH ;  As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, 
Feb.  ^,  908;   Q.  Mr.  Jeflreys ;  A. 
Mr.  J.  P.  Williams,  Feb.  5,673. 

Bad   Hay  Supplied    to   the  Koyal 
Dragoons 

Q.  Sir  C.  Gull ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P.  WUliams, 
iV6.  5,  SJZ. 

Free  State,  Hee  Subheading  Orange  Free 
State. 

Futnre  of  Sontlt  Africa,  Hee  Sabheading 
Settlemenb  after  the  War. 

Generals,  Criticism  on — References  bo  in 
Debate  on  the  Addresa,  Jan.  JO,  8,  11^ 
30,03. 

Government  Policy,  Want  of  Knowledge, 
Foresighb,  etc.  —  Debate  (Lonb), 

Jan.  dO,  5  ;  (Commons)  71  ;  Jan.  Jl, 
164  ;  Feb.  I,  295  ;  Feb.  'J,  452  ;  Feb. 
5,  590  ;  Feb.  0,  751— Division,  Feb. 
a,  824. 

Balfour's,  Mr.  A.  J.,  Defence,  Jan. 
JO,  96. 

Campbell-Bannerman,  Sir  H.,  Attack 
on  the  Government,  Jan.  SO,  81. 

Salisbury's,  Marquess,  Defent^,  Jan.  ■ 
JO,  2»— Earl  Koeebery'x  Attack  on, 
Jan.  JO,  34. 

iiraapan     Battle  —  Naval  Brigade, 
Despatches  I 
Q.  Com.  Young  ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  5, 575. 

Greene,  Mr.  Conyngham,  and  Mr.  Cham- 
berlun,  Inceniews  between 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chain- , 
berl«n,  Feb.  3,  429. 


(!nne 

Armatroiw,  Messrs.,  and  the  Connty 
of  Northumberland's  Olfer 
Q.   Mr.  J.   A.  Pease;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  J,  913. 
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War — cont. 

Artillery  Strength  in  South  Africa, 
Previous  to  Outbreak  of 
Hostilities 
Q.  SirC.Dilke;i4.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  IS,  1219. 

Guns  of  Position — Cape  Colony 
and  Natal 
Qi.   Mr.   Hedderwick  ;  As. 
Mr.  Wyndhaiu,  Feb.  3,  4^ 
Feb.  9,  1044. 

Boer  Armaments,  See  that  Sub- 
heading. 

'  British  Guns,  Comparison  with  the 
Boer  Guns — References  to  in  Debate 
on  the  Address,  Jan.3  0,  74,  Jan. 
31,  175. 

Continental  Standard 
Q.  Mr.  Warner  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 

Feb.  5,  567. 

Egypt — Guns  obtained  from 
Qs.  Mr.  W.  Redmond,  Mr.  S.  Mac- 
NeUt ;  A.  Mr.  Brodriok,  Feb.  S, 
905. 

Manufacture  of  Guns  equal  to  those 
of  the  Boers  ' 
Q.  Gen.  Russell ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  i3,  1223. 

Foeition  tions,  Enipl<^ment  of,  in  the 
Field,  ete. 
0.  SirC.  DUke,  Feb.  i,311. 

Pretoria — Information  as  to  character 
and  number  of  Guns,  Guns  sent 
to  the  Front,  &c. 
Q.   Mr.    Bainbridge  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  F^.  6,  699. 

Proportion  of  Artillery  Strength 

Q.  Col.  Welby ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  9,  1044. 

Volunteer    Artillery    Guns  —  Com- 
plaints 

Q.  -Mr.   Bainbridue  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndhajii,  Feb.  6,  705. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statoment.  Feb.  1. 
S37. 

Hay,  See  Snbheading  Forage. 

Helmets— Sleeping  Helmets 

q.  Mr.  Broadhurst;vl.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  8,  913. 

High  Treason  at  the  Cape,  alleged— Case 

of  Mr.  du  Plessis 

q.  Mr  B.  Roberts ;  A,  Mr.  Chamber- 
lain,  Feb.  6,  703. 

Highland  Bri^de — Magersfontein  BatUe, 
Losses  at,  See  Snbheading  Magertrfcm- 
txia  Engagement 

Horses 

Forage,  See  that  Sabheading. 

Purchase  in  Ireland 

Q.   Mr.  P.  O'Brien;^.  Mr.  J. 
P.  Williams,  Feb.  9,  1048. 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 

Hospitals— Cape  Colony  and  Natat,  Mili- 
tary Hospitals,  Defects,  eto 
Q.  Dr.  Kaniuharson ;  A.  Mr,  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  5, 908.  i 
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South  African  War— row 

Imperial  Light  Horse  Equipment,  Mau-  | 
ser  Pistols  , 
Q.  Mr.  Heciderwick;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  ; 
ham,  Feb.  5,  571.  ^ 

India — Native  Troops,  Employment  of  I 
Q.  Mr.  Bainbridge:  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Bttlfoor,  Feb.  1,  271. 

Ititer\'ention  of  Foraign  Governments 

Q.  Mr.  G.  llowles ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  430. 

luvalid  Soldiers,  Treatment  of  Soldiers 
from  tlie  "  Snmatra  " 
Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  9, 1M7. 

Ireland,  Attitude  of — Delnte  on  the  Ad- 

dress,  Feb.  7,  830.  ; 

Irish  Brigade  with  the  Boers— Allied  , 
Mnrder  of  a  wonnded  Prisoner  by  ' 
the  British.  i 
Q.  Mr.  Mandeville;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  IS,  1234. 

Iveagh's,  Lord,  Ambulance  Corps — Mem-  \ 
hen  of.  a«  Combatants. 
Mr.  T.  M.  Healy ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd-  I 
ham,  F^.  9, 1046. 

Kimberley,  Relief  of,  and  Mr.  Rhodes  i 
O.  Mr.  PhUipps,  Feb.  I,  351.  ' 

Ladysmith,  Siege  of — Children  at  Lady- 1 
smith 

Q.  Mr.  Hogan ;  U.  Mr.  Wyndham,  | 
Feb.  1,  267.  I 

Ladysmith  "  Eotanglenient,"  See    8nl>-  j 
hetding  Natal,  Defence  of,  etc.  | 

M'Lachlan,  John — Commandeered  b}'  the  I 
EnemT,  Shot  for  refusing  to  fight,  \ 
allegetl.  See  Snblieading  British  j 
Snbjectti.  I 

Mafeking— Message  to  the  Queen  \ 
0.  Mr.  A.  .1.  Balfour,  Feb.  S,  548.  ! 

Mafekinc  Stationmaster,  Shooting,  bv  i 
oraer  of  Col.  Bailen- Powell,  allegea.  ' 
Qs.  Mr.  Hhee ;  As.  Mr.  Wyndham,  ' 
Feb.  /,  284  ;  Ft  b.  i^.  434  ;  Q.  Mr. 
T.  M.  Healy;  A.  Mr.  Mjudbam,  ' 
Feb.  5,  569  ;  y*.  Mr.  T.  M.  Healy  ;  ; 
A».  Mr.  J.  Oltamberlain,  Mr. Wynd-  I 
ham,  Feb.  6,  701.  ■ 

Magersfontein  Engagement 

H^hland  Brigade  Losses— Inquiry 
Qit.  Mr.  Hedder^rick ;  As.   Mr.  ( 
A.  J.  Balfour,  Feb.  i,  261  ;  Feb.  \ 
/J,  1219  ;  Q.  Itr.  Weir;      Mr.  i 
Wyndham,  Feb.  IS,  1359. 

Publication  of  the  News  by  the  War  ' 
Office— Date  (rf  Pubbcation 
Q.  Mr.  8.  MacNeill;  A.  Mr. 
WjTidhrm,  Feb.  438. 

Maps,  Snr\-ey«,  etc. 

Q».   Mr.    Hedderwick,  Mr.  R. 
Cooke;   A».    Mr.  Wyndham,  i 
Feb.  A  262:  Os.  Lord  Saltonn, 
Marquees  of  Lansdowne,  Feb.  3, 
•04  406. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Feb.  1, 
337.  ! 
Marines,  See  Snlilteadfng  Naval  Brigades.  ; 


South  African  War— cm/. 

Medical  Service 

Number  of  Officers  Euiployed,  etc. 
Q.  Sir  W.  Foster  ;  ^.  *Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  6,  705. 
I'ay  of  Consul  ting  Suigeoos 

Q.  Mr.W.  Redmond ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  lH,  1225. 

Military  Preparations  previous  to  tlie 
Outbreak  or  Hostilities — References  to 
in  Debate  on  the  Address,  Jan.  Jit,  89. 
102. 

Military  Measures,  See  Title  Army — 
Strengthening,  etc 

Militia,  See  tliat  Title. 

Milner,  Sir  A. 

Butler,  Sir  W.,  and  Sir  A.  Mihier, 
Frictaon  between — Cape  Colony 
Defensive  Forces  and  the  Occu- 
pation of  Kimberiey 
Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  5,  565. 

Policy  in  South  Africa 

0.  Mr.  Buchanan,  Jan.  31,  200. 
Property    in    the  Repablics— 
Proclamation,  See   that  Sub- 
heading 

•       Staff,  Appointment  of  Mr.  T.  F. 
Wflson 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl ;  A.  Mr. 
J.  CliamberUn,  Feb.  9, 
1044. 

Mountain     Batteries — General  linlleri* 
Campaign,  Number  of  Batteries  and 
Equipment 
Q.Mr.  Hwldenvick;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  J,  432. 

Mounted  Meu— Colonial  Offers,  etc. 

Canadian  Offer,  Refusal  tnr  Uie  War 
Office 

0.  Mr.  Hedderwick ;  A.  Mr.  A 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  3,  428. 
White's,  Sir  G.,  Request 

Q.  Mr.  Wyndbani,  Feb.  1,  339. 
W\  ndham's,  Mr.,  Explanation,  Feb.  i, 
333. 

Natal,  Defence  of— Occupation  of  (ilen- 
coe  and  Dundee,  Question  of 
Policy — Ladysmith  '*  Entangle- 
ment," etc. 
Q.  Mr.  B.  Roberts;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Cliaiiiberhiin,  Feb.  1,  267;  Q. 
Mr.  L.  Moi^^an  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  J,  431 ;  O.  Marqness 
of  LaQfulowae,  Feb.  12,  1169; 
V.  Mr.  B.  Roberts ;  A.  Mr.  A. 
J.  Balfour,  Feb.  12,  1218. 

Correspondence  relating  to,  Jan.  30, 
49,  67. 

References  to,  in  Debate  on  the  Ad- 
drexs,  Jan.  .iO.  95,  109.  153 ;  Jan. 
31,  165,  191  ;  Feb.  1,  351,  369,386: 
Feb.  2,  480 ;  Feb.  5,  631,  659,  674 ; 
Feb.  (J,  737,  744,  771. 
Wvn<tbam's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Feb.  K 
331. 

Naval  Brigades 

0.  Mr.  (Joachen,  Feb.  2,  483. 
Marines — Separation  Allowance 
q.    Admiral    Field ;    A.  Mr. 
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Naval  Brigades— osw^. 

War  Despatches — Battles  of  Grapans 
and  Colenso 
Q.  Com.  Young  ;  A.  Mr.  GoBehen, 
Feb.  5,  573. 

Newspapers  for  the  TroopB — Non-deliveiy  | 

alleged 

(?.  Mr.  Coghill;  A.  Mr.  Hanbory,  I 
Feb.  G,  7C9. 
Northumberland  Volunteers,  Set:  Title 

Volunteers — South  African  War.  | 
Orange  Free  State 

British  HubjectK  Commandeered  by 

the  Enemy,  See  that  Hub-heading. 
Joining  the  Transvaal  (gainst  Great 
Britain  i 
0*.  Sir  H.  Campbell-Bannemiao, 
.    Jan.  30,  91 ;  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  ' 
120  ;  Sir  C.  Dilke,  Feb.  1,  302, 
Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour,  302. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  of,  etc. — 
Amendment  to  the  Address  [Mr.  Kear- 
leyl.  Feb.  8,  941. 

Peace,  Terms  of.  See  Sab-heading  Settle- 
ment ^ter  the  War. 

Plan  of  Campaign — Defence  of  Natal,  See 
Sub-heading  Natal. 

Progress  of  the  War 

Q.  Mr.  VV.  Allan  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  I,  256. 

Promotion  from  the  Ranks 

Q.  Capt.  Norton ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  1,  272. 

PriBonern  | 
Boer  Prisoners  ' 
Prisoners  on  Board  Ship  at  Cape  : 
Town  I 
Q.   Mr.    Harwood ;    A.   Mr.  ' 
Wyndham,  Fd>.  6,  700 ;  O.  i 
Mr.  DiUoD :  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  ! 
Balfour,  Feb  IS,  1219.  I 

Shooting  Boer  Prisoners,  allej»d  i 
Qs.   Mr.    Shee :   As.  Mr. 
Wyndham,   Feb.   S,  438;' 
Feb.  8,  906. 

British  Priscmers  at  Pretoiw — Number 
of  Prisoners,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  S.  T.  Evans;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  S,  004. 

Fenian   Prisoners,    See    that  sub- 
beading. 

Irish  Brigade  vnth  the  Boers — alleged 
murder  of  a  wounded  prisoner 
Q.  Mr.  Mandeville  ;  A.m.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  12,  1224. 

Property  in  the  Republics— Sir  A.  Milner'a 
Proclamation 
Qs.  Mr.  G.  Bowles;  As.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain.  Feb.  1,  269  ;  Feb. 
9,  1042;  Q.  Mr.  G.  Bowles- 
A.  Mr.  BTodrick,  Feb.  U,  1361. 

Froclftmation  presented,  F^.  5,  563 ; 

Feb.  S,  897. 
Relief  Funds 

Administration  —  Danger  of  over 
lapping,  etc. 
Q.  Su  f.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  1,  268. 
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South  African  Orlsis— con/. 
Relief  Funds — emt. 
Imperial  War  Fund 

Q.  Sir  J.  Leng;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  1,  26S. 
Patriotic  Fund,  See  that  Title. 
Relief  of  Sufferers  by  the  War — Old  Age 
Pensions 

Q.  Sir  J.  Colomb;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  IS,  1220. 
Reserve 

Commissions — Grievances 

Q.  Mr.  Barlow;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  8,  911. 
Compensation  to  Reservists  prema- 
turely called  up 
Q.  Col.  Dalbiac;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams.  Feb.  IS,  12J6. 
Outfit  Allowance  for  Officers 

Q.  Mr.  Barlow;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  8,  913. 
Rifles  —  Lee-Enfield    Rifle,  ineorreotly 
sighted 
Snflolk  Hnssare 

Q.Mt.  F.  AV.  Wilson;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  1,  276. 

Trials 

O.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham* 
Feb.  6,  710. 
Secret  Service  Fund,  See  that  Title. 
Separation  Allowance 

Delav  in  Payments,  etc 

Q.  Col.  Dalbiac;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  12,  1227- 
Irish  Militia — Grievance 

Q.    Mr.    Hammond  ;   A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  9,  1048. 
Marines 

Q.  Admiral  Field;  A.  Mr.  Gos- 
chen,  Feb.  8,  915. 
Widowed  Mothers  of  namarried  Men 
— Irish  Militia  Regiments  ■ 
Qs.  Mr.  Hammond,  Mr.  Flavin ; 
As.  Mr.  J.  P.  Williams, W, 
1360. 

Settlement  after  the  War 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress, Jan,  SO,  87;  Jan,  31,  171, 
182 ;  Feb.  S,  473  ;  Feb.  5,  022. 
Terms  of  Peace,  etc.— Mr.  J.,  Red- 
mond's Amendment  to  the  Address, 
Feb.  7,  830— Division,  892. 
Sick  and  Wounded 

Hospitals,  See  that  Subheadinjg. 
Somersetshire  Volunteers,  See  Volunteers 
—South  African  War. 

Spion  Kop 

Boer  Treatment  of  British  Wounded 
Q.  YxsX  Camperdown ;  A.  Mar- 
quess of  Lansdowne,  Fd>.  8, 900. 
Royal  Engineers,  Delay  in  sending 
fonvard,  allied 
Q.  Capt.  Norton  ;  ^.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  IS,  1369. 
Strengthenii^  and  improvine  Organisa- 
Uon  of  tlie  R^ular  and  Auxiliary 
ForoM  —  Government    proposals.  See 
Title  Army. 
Superannuation  and  Compensation  Allow- 
ances—Allotment Fay  to  SoIdieiB* 
Wives,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway  ;   A.   JSj.  J.  P- 

^  ^  ^  WiUiams.fe6^|%l^.G00.tj[e 
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South  African  Crisis— «>n^ 

THotius  and  StrateL'y— Defence  of  Natal, 

See  Subheading  Natal. 
Telegrams  to  Soldiers,  CodeAVords — Redac- 
tion of  coftt  of  Telegrams,  etc. 
Qs.  Earl  of  Lichlield,  Marquess  of 
Lanfdowiie,  Feb.  8,  898. 

Transport  Service,  See  that  Title. 

Transport  Wagons — Wagons  unfit  for  use, 
alleged 

Q.  Mr.  Bainhridge ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  6,  700. 

Tiigela  Operations— Col.  Wynne's  Field 

Order 

Q.  Mr.  Dillon;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 

Feb.  1,  266. 

Tugela  Uetreat— Time  of  Publication  of 
Newrt  at  the  War  Office 
Q.  Mr.  8.  MafiNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
bam, Feb.  S,  438. 

Uitlandera'  Grievances — Debate  on  the 

A'idress,  Jan.  30,  137;  Jan.  31,  165; 
Feb.  2,  458,  478,  520 ;  Ftb.  6,  763. 

Unprfparedness  for  WaftiSee  Debate  on  the 
Address,  Jan.  30,  0,  71 ;  Jan.  SI,  164 ; 
Feb.  J,  295 ;  Feb.  S,  452 ;  Feb.  S,  590 ; 
Feb.  G,  731. 

Volunteers,  See  that  Title. 

Vote  of  Censure  on  the  Government — 
Want  of  Knowledge,  Forepight,  etc.. 
Motion  (Lord  E.  Fitzmaurice),  /an.  30, 
113  ;  Jan.  31,  164  ;  Feb.  J,  296  ;  Feb. 
2o2  ;  Feb.  5,  590 ;  Feb.  6,  731 ;  Division, 
Feb.  e,  824. 

War  Correspondents 

Censomhip  of  War  News,  See  that 
Subheaamg. 

War  News 

Crj-ing  War  News  in  the  Streets 
N  iiisance 
Q.  Mr.  H.  S.  Foster;  A.  Sir  M. 
W.  Ridley,  Feb.  4,  440. 

Publication  by  the  War  Office 

i^.  Mr.  Whitmore  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  1,  268  ;  Q.  Mr.  S. 
MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam, 
Feb.  438. 

WarOfSce,  &c.,  Administration,  Sm  War 
Office 

Wire  Cutters  for  the  Troops 

Q.  Mr.  Nussey ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  i,  2«4. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Statement,  Feb.  1, 316. 

Yeomanry,  See  that  Title. 

Sontfa-Eastem  Railway  Bill 

I.  IR.*  Feb.  n,  1165. 

South-Eastem   and  London,  Ghathani, 
and  Dover  Railways  Bill 

/.  IR."  Feb.  IS,  1165. 

South  Ib»6X  Water  Board  BUI 

/.  IH.*  Feb.  IJi,  1163,  1353. 
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South  Kensington  Hnsemn 

Bnckland    Museum    of    Fish  Coltort 
Accommodation  for 
Q.   Sir  M.  Bhownaggree ;    A.  Mr. 
Ritchie,  Feb.  8,  920. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum,  See  that 
Title. 

South  Lancashire  Tramw^  Bill 

c.  Onlered,  Feb.  9,  1036. 
IR.*  Feb.  U,  1212. 

I 

Sott^  Metropolitan  Gas  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9.  1036. 
IR."  Feb.  12,  1213. 

South  Shields  Corporation  Bill 

/.  IR.*  /V6.,  13,  1163. 

South  Staffordshire  Tramwaytf  Bill 

I.  IR."  Feb.  U,  1165. 

South  Wales  Electrical  Power  JMilri- 
bution  Rill 

c.  Ordered.  Feb.  9,  1036. 
1R.»  Feb.  12,  1213. 

Southampton  Harbour  Bill 
/.  IR.*  Feb.  12, 1163. 

Southport  Corporation  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1036. 
\V..*.Feb.  12,  1213. 

Southport  Extension  and  Ttamwajra  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1036. 
IR.*  Feb.  J2,  1213. 

Soutiwort  and  lortham  Tram-road  Bill 

c.  Onlered,  Feb.  13, 1357. 

Southport  Water  Bill 

c.  Ordertd,  Feb.  9,  1036. 
IR.*  Feb.  12, 1218. 

Spald^^Urban  District  Conncil  [Water] 

c.  Onlered,  Feb.  0,  10.36. 
1R.»  Feb.  12,  1213. 

Speaker,  Rt.  Hon.  W.  C.  Gully  [Carlisle] 

Debates  in  the  House  of  LonlR  during 

f resent  Session,  References  to,  Jan.  SI, 
69. 180. 

Government  Bills — Ten  Minute  Rule, 
Feb.  12,  1257. 
Point  of  Procedure,  Feb.  13,  1380. 

Irrelevant  Observations  in  Debate  oo 
Amendments  to  the  Address,  Jan.  SI, 
171,172;  Feb.^,m2,  503:  />6.  7.847, 
849,  856,  874. 

Personal  Reflections  on  Members— Irish 
Nationalist  Members  and  Col.  Saonder 
son,  Feb.     534,  535,  536.  538. 

Private  Bills— Division  of  Bills  lietweeo 
the  Lords  and  Commons,  Feb.  6,  095. 

Unparliamentary  Language— Languid 
of  the  Pot-bouse,"  Feb.  &  786. 
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Splon  Kop  Battle 

Boer  Treatment  of  BritUh  'Wouinled 

<^K  Earl  of  Camii-irdown,  Feb.  S,  900. 

Royal  Engineers,  Delay  in  sending  for- 
ward, Alleged 
Q.  Captain  Xorton ;  .-1.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  13,  13dO. 


Station  Master  at  Mafeking 

See  South  African  War— Mafeking  StAtion 
Master 


Standing  Oommittee 

Select  Committee  for  Standing  Committee 
(LordB)  Appointed,  Fch.  403. 

Standing  Orders 

Committee  (Lords)  Appointed, /Vi.  3,  402. 

Prirate  Bill,  See  that  Title. 

Select  Committee  (Commomi)  Appointed, 
Feb.  a,  690. 

Statutes 

Irish  Statutes — Co<lification 

Q.   Mr.  SI.  Healy  :  A.  Mr.  G.  W.  , 

Balfour,  Fih.  I,  293.  I 

I 

Steadman,   Mr.  W,  C.  [Tower  Hamlets,  j 
Stepney]  \ 

Central  Telegraph  OHice  —  Holiday 
ArrangementI,  Feb.  0,  1053. 

Telecraphist.s — Sick  leave.  Case  of  Female 
Telegraphist  of  the  WeHtem  District, 

Fch.  .;,  579. 

Steam  Engines  and  Boilers  [Persons  In 
GbarselBill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  9,  1063. 

Steam  Trawling 

See  Trawling. 

Sterenson,  Mr.  F.  S.  [Suffolk,  Eye.] 

Foot  and  Month  Disease  Regolatione, 

Feb.  9,  1052. 

Gibraltar — Sanitarv  Condition  of  Town 
and  UarrisoD,  F^,  •->,  577. 

Home  Defence — Forces  Available,  Feb.  1, 
276. 

Malta  Barracks,  lasanitary  Condition  of, 
etc.,  Feb.  IS,  1365. 

Queen's  Speech— The  Address,  Jan.  30, 
151 ;  Jan.  SI,  164. 

South  African  War  and  the  Govern- 
ment, Plan  of  Campaign,  etc.  (Vote  of 
Censure),  Jan.  m,  151 ;  Jan.  31, 164. 


Stirling  -  Maxwell,  Sir  J.  M.  [Gla.sgow 
College] 

South  African  War  ■ —  Vote  of  Censure 
on  the  Government,  Feb.  G,  767 
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Alleged    Outrage    by   Transvaal  War 
EntliUHia-sts 
V.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  ^ .  Sir  M.  White- 
Ridley,  Fd>.  1,  278. 

;  Stockport  Oorporation  Tramways  Bill 

;        c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1036. 
IE.*  Feb.  U,  1214. 

I 

Stokes,  Mr..  Murder  of 

Compensation 

(>.  Mr.  Hedderwick;  A.  Mr.  Brod- 
riek,  Feb.  IS,  1306. 

Stradiey,  Mr.  E.  (SomerKet,  S.] 

Outdoor  Relief  (FriemllT  Societies)  (No.  2) 
BUI,  2r.,  Feb.  13,  \4&L 

South  Afri  -an  War — Foiage,  Home  grown 
and  Foreign  Produce,  Prices,  etc.,  Feb.  i, 
270. 

Straits  Settlement 

Report  Preeented,  Jan.  30,  46,  63. 

Street  Noises  UU 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  S,  414. 

Stuart  Mr.  J.  [Shoreditch,  Hoxton] 

Queen's  Speech — The  Address,  Adjourn- 
ment of  Debate,  F^.  3, 392.  | 

"  Sumatra" 

Treatment  of  Invalid  Soldiers 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  FiA.  9,  1047. 

Suffolk 

Foot  and  Month  Disease  Outbreak 

Os.  Lord  BuTgclere,  Dnke  of  Devon- 
shire, Feb.  13, 1354 ;  Q.  Mr.  Steven- 
son  ;  ^.  Mr.  Long,  I^eb.  9, 1052. 

Sunday  Closing  [Monmouthshire]  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  ^,  409. 

Snnday  Oloslnc  [Wales]  Act  [1881]  Amend- 
ment Bill 

c.  IB.»  Feb.  ^,  423. 
SnndiV  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors 

Ste  Sale  of  Intoxicating  Liquors  on 
Sunday  Bill. 

Sunderland  Oorporation  Bill 

/.  IE.*  Feb.  12,  il63. 

Superaxmuation 

Civil  Servants  appointed  without  Certifi* 
cate— Treasury  Minutes,  Feb.  1,  236, 
252  ;  Feb.  401  ;  Feb.  6,  685,  698  ;  Feb. 
14,  1466. 

Local  Authorities'  Servants' — Petitions 
for  Alteration  of  Law,  Jan.  31,  157  ; 
Feb.  1,  348 ;  F^.  5,  662  ;  F^.  S,  9u2  ; 
Jffeft.  9, 1040 ;  Feb.  IS,  12U». 
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Suporazmnation  and  Campensation  Allow- 
ances 

Allotment  Pay  to  Soldiers*  Wives,  etc 
Q.  Mr.  Galloway;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
WUlianw,  Feb.  IS,  1227. 

Supply 

Army  E^Umatefi,  Stt  tliat  Title 

Cii-il  Service  Estimates 

CircutatioQ  of  the  Estimatee 

Mr.  Budtanan  ;  A.  Mr.  Han- 
burj',  Ftb.  13,  1373. 

Snpplenientary  Estimaten  Presented, ! 
Feb.  12, 1217 ;  Feb,  14,  1465.  1 

Supreme  Oonrt  of  Jndicatnie  ! 

Ireland— Aceoants  Presented,  Feb.  12, 
1217. 

Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  (Ireland)  Act 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Jan.  SI,  159 ; 
Feb.  1,  235. 

Surgeons 

Consnlting  Snrgeons   with  the  Troops, 
Pay  of 

Q.  Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  A,  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Ftb.  13, 1225. 

i 

Swansea  Harbour  j 

Pilotage  Bye-law,  Order  in  Council  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  1, 234.  j 

Swindon,  Wilts.  ; 

Charter  of  Inecn^raUon  Presented,  Jan.  \ 
SO,  52,  66.  ' 


Swiss  Military  System  j 

0.  Sir  J.  Fergusson,  Feb.  12,  1297  :  Q.  Mr.  , 
S^^f   .-1.   Mr.   Wyndham,  1S,\ 

TaffValeBailwayBiU 

/.  IB.' /V6. /J,  1165. 

Tallow 

Extra  Police 

(i.  Mr.  Sliee;  A.  Mr.  Atkinson, 
is,  1378. 

Taunton  Coriwration  Bill 
c.  Ordered  Feb.  9,  1036. 
IB.*  Fd>.  12,  1214. 

Taxation 

Ireland,  Stt  tliat  Title. 
Local  Taxation,  Set  that  Title. 

Technical  Education  Acts 

Minutes  of  Committee  of  Council  on  Edu- 
cation Presented,  Jtm.  SO,  GO,  68. 
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Telegrams 

Addresttee  liegulations — "  New  town  " 
Q.  Col.  P^ce- Jones;  A.  Mr.  Hanbary, 
Feb.  S,  58a 
Censorship   of    Out^ing   Telegrams  to 
South  Africa. 
Q.  Mr.  L.  Morgan  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb. 437. 

Charge    Anomalies  —  Combinations  of 
Letters  in  the  nature  of  cyphers 
^.  Mr.  H.  Heaton;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  5,579. 

France — Press  Tel^ranis       Night,  Re- 
duced Rates,  Jan.  .W,  46,  64. 

South    African    War  —  Tele<;rams  to 
Soldiers,  Code  Words,  Reduction 
of  Cost  of  TtilegraiBs,  etc. 
Os.  Earl  of  Lichfield,  Marqaeas  of 
Lansdowne,  Feb.  S,  896. 

Telegraphic  Comjnnnieation  with  France 

Declaration  Presented,  Jan.  30,  46,  64. 

Telegraphists 

Holiday  Arrangements  in   the  Central 
Telegraph  Office. 

Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanboiy, 
Feb.  9,  1153. 

Sick-leave — Case  of  female  Telegmphiat 
of  the  Western  District. 
Q.  Mr.  Steadman  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 

Feb.  J,  579. 

Telephonic  Ooaonnnication 

Coastguards,  Communication  with 

Q.  Sir  C.  (iull ;  A.yiT.  Goschen,  Feb. 
6,  713. 

Ireland,  Sonth — Cork  and  the  Neighbour- 
ing Cities,  Want  of  Conuiiunicatiim 
Q.  Mr.  M.  Healey ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  i,  288. 

National  Teleph<nie  Company,  See  that 

Title. 

Post  Office  London  Telephone  Exchange 
—Tariff  and  Regulations 
Q.  Mr.  Prorand ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbniy, 
Feb.  9,  1058. 

Ri^al  National  Lifeboat  Institution 
Q.  SirC.  Gull:  A.  Mr.  Hanbniy, 

.5,  678. 

Ten  Minute  Bule 

Government  Bills — Point  of  Procedure 
Of.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill,  Feb.  It,  1267 ; 
Feb.  IS,  1380. 

Tenants  in  Towns  Anj^orement  (Xrdaad) 
Bill 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  3,  417. 
Tenkasi 

Anti-Shanai-B  Riots— Petition  for  Redress 
of  Grievances,  Feb.  6,  (m. 

Thomas,  Mr.  D.  A.  (Mertliyr  Tydvil) 

Business  of  the  House,        8,  940. 

Business  of  the  House  od  Condnnon 
of  Debate  on  Queen's  Speech,  Feb. 
a,  727. 

Financial  Business,  Precedence  on 
Tne8day^  F^^,  1250. 
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Thomas.  Ur.  D.  A.— «on^ 

Civil  Distnrbonces,  Soppression  of,  by 
Military— Expennes  of  Troops  em- 
ployed, FA.  13,  t364. 

Coal  for  the  Navy— EmerKeney  Contraots, 
Feh  e,  712  :  Feb,8,  916. 

Forage  for  South  Africa.  Home  and 
Foreign  Produce— Hay  Contracts, 
Feb.  8,  909. 

TlLonton,  Mr.  P.  H.  [Oapham]  ' 

%4ootb  African  War— Casualties  in  Volun- 
teer PorceH,  Identification  and  Publtca-  , 
tion,  Feb.  .5,  372. 

Tolneeo 

Ireland,  {jrowing  Tobacco  in.  Experiment 
Mr.    VV.    Redmond  ;    A.   Mr.  I 
Plnnkett,  Feb.  IS,  1245.  I 

Toonlinson,  Mr.  W.  E.  M.  [Preston]  | 

Chij^inc  RiHe  Kan^e— Littht    U^Uway  | 
from  Congriilge  to  Chipping,  FA.  8,  918.  | 

Tonga  i 

TbouiaR's,     Mr.     B.,     Mission— Anglo-  \ 
Cterman  Convention 
Qg.  Mr.  Hogan ;  As.  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain, Feb.  6,  713  ;  Feb.  13,  IStfS. 

Tottenham  Urban  District  Coonoil  Bill  j 

r.  Ordered.  Feb.  9, 1036.  i 
1  B.*  Feb.  12,  1214.  | 

I 

Tower  Hamlets  I 

New  Member  Sworn  [Bow  and  Bromley  | 
Di^-ision],  Jan.  30,  54.  ; 

Town  Ooimcilfl  [Scotland]  Bill 

c.  1  R.'  Ffh.  3.  418.  i 

Petitions,  Feb.  7,  829  ;  Feb,  8,  903 ;  Feb.  9,  \ 
1046  J  Feb.  li,  1217 ;  Feb.  13,  1367.  I 

i 

Town  Tenants,  Ireland  | 

LegisUtion 

Q.  Mr.  Field  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  2,  451.  ! 

I 

Trade,  Board  of  j 

President— Rt.  Hon.  C.  T.  Ritohie.  j 
Parliamentary  Secretary— Earl  of  Dudley,  j 


Trade  Harks  Protection 

Declaration  for  between  United  Kingdom 
ami  the  Grand  Duchy  of  Luxembouix. 
Ftb.  13,  1354.  1357. 

Trade  Boports,  Pr«sented 

Annual  Series.  Jan.  30.  46.  40,  65.  70 ; 

Feb.  1,  233  ;  Feb.  il,  408 ;  Feb.  7,  829  ; 
Feb  8,  897  ;  Feh.  14,  1465. 

Hisoallaneons  Series.  Jan.  30,  47,  65; 
Feb.  S,  548  ;  Feb.  7,  SSS. 
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Trade  Unions 

Rejnstrar  of  Friendly  Societies  Report 
Feb.  2,  401,  'UHS. 

Trade  and  Commerce 

Certificates  of  Origin,  French  Consnlar 
Fees — Exchange  of  Notes  Presented, 
Jan.  SO,  45,  64. 

Foreign  Countries,  See  their  Names. 

,  Return  —  l^e  and  Navigation,  Pre- 
sented, Feb.  i,253. 

Trains 

Workmen's  Trains,  See  that  Title. 

Tramways 

BilU  Relating  to.  See  their  Titles. 

Transfin'of  Land 

See  Land  Transfer. 

Transport  Service- South  Afirican  War 

Faruwulls  on  Transports 

Q.  Mr.  Warner;  A.  Mr.  Macartney, 
Feb.  2,  48H. 

First-cItiSs  Passenger  Ships,  Employment 
of 

Q  Mr.  Bainbridge ;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  6,  699. 

"  Golconda,"  Unsatisfactory  Condition  of 
Boat,  alleged 
Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  12,  1231. 

Horseii,  Number  of,  carried  on  each  ship. 
Horses  tost  on  the  voyage,  etc.— 
Return 

Q  General  Rnssell ;  A.  Mr.  Macart- 
ney. Feb.  a,  437. 

"  Jelnntm  "—Condition  of  Women  and 
Children 

Q.  Mr.  S  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham,  Feb.  6,  574. 

Mules,  Transportof — Names  of  Transports, 
Coiiditioits  of  Shipment,  eto. 
Q.  Sir  E.  Gourley;  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  12,  1220, 

Meat  unfit  for  use  on  the  "  American  *' 

General  Laurie,  Mr.  JelTreys;  At, 
Mr.  Mai-artney,  Feb.  *  434. 

Name,  Tonnage,  and  Speed  of  Vessels, 
Return  Ordered  [Mr.  Weir],  Feb.  6,  698, 
Provisions  on  the  "Pavonia  ' 

Q.  Captain  Phillpotts  ;  A.  Mr. 
Macartney,  Feh.  S,  436. 

Return 

Q.  Mr  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam,  Feb. 
J,270. 

Bates  for  Ships,  etc.,  inclnding  in 
Return 

Q  Mr.  Buchanan ;  A  Mr.  Goschen, 
Feb.  S,  674. 

Speed  of  Transports 

Q.  Mr.  Colville ;  A.  Mi.  Wyndhaiii, 
Feb.  '2,  437. 

Yeomanrv— Delay  in  Embarkation 

Os.  Visconnt  Galway.  Earl  of  Cork, 
MaiquesB  of  Lansduwne.  FA.  <>, 
688. 
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Transport  Wagons 

Wagons  Hent  out  to  South  Africa,  nnfit  for 
use,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Bainbridge :  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
Feh.  G,  700. 

Transvaal 

Conventions  of  1881  and  1884,  and  the 
Boer  Armaments 
0.  Maniaet«B  of  SalUbury,</a».  30,  26. 
Criow-  CorrcHiioiHlence  Pre«ente<l,yfTn.  30, 
49,  67 

Property  in  the  KepuliHcM— Sir  A.  MUner's 

Prociamatioii,  See  South  African  War- 
Secret  Service  Fand 

O.  Marqaess  of  SaliHhory,  Jan.  SO,  28. 

War,  See  South  African  War. 
Trawling 

Fishery  Cruiaers,  See  that  Title. 

Ireland— Wexford  Bay 

Qs.  Mr.  Ffreneh  ;  As.  Mr.  Plnnkett, 
Mr.  AtkinKOn. />6.  if,  933;Q.  Mr. 
Ffrenoh  ;  A.  Mr.  <»oscben,  Feb.  9, 
1050. 

Treasury  Bills 

Issue  of 

Q.  .Mr.  Buchanan  ;  ^.  Sir  M.  Hicks- 
Beach,  Feb.  i,  278. 

Treasury  Chest 

Account  PreHented,  Feb.  1,  251. 

Treasury  Control 

Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  and  the 
South  African  War  and  theStinting 
of  the  Military  Preparations 
Oa.  Marquess  m  Salishan',  Jan.  SO, 
S2 ;  Sir  M.  Hicks-Beacb,  Mr.  S. 
Buxton,  Jan.  SI,  180— Personal  Ex- 
planation [Marnuesa  of  Salisbury] 
Feb.  1,  237. 

Constitution  and  Functions  of  the  Depart- 
ment., etc.— Select  Committee  of 
In<[uiry  suggested 
Q.  Mr.  (i.  Bowlea  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Bal- 
four, Feb.  1:!,  1233. 

Exercise  of  Powers  in  (Governing  Depart- 
ments uf  the  State — Not  lac  the 
Puhltc  Benefit 
0.  Marquess  of  Salisbarj*,  Jan.  SO,  32. 

Treaty  Series 

Jan.  30,  45,  04  ;  Feb.  13,  1354,  1357. 

Trees 

Re-atforestation  of  Ireland 

Mr.  Ffreneh  ;  A.  Mr.  Plunkett, 
Feb.  U,  1247. 

"  Triple  Alliance  " 

Chamberlain's,  Mr.,  Speech  at  Leicester 
Q.  Mr.  W.  Bedmond  ;  A.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour.  Feb.  8,  578. 

Trustee  Savings  Banks  Bill 

c.  IB.*  Feb.  7,830, 
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Tngela  Betreat 

Time  <^  Pnliliention  of  News  at  the  Wa? 
OfRee 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeiU  :  A.  Mr.  Wy»i- 
ham,  FOi.  438. 

Tnlly,  Mr.  [Uitrim.  S.] 

Army  —  Strengthening  aotl  ImproTiw 
Di^aniHation  of  toe  Regular  and 
Auxiliaij-  Forcen  —  Government  Pro- 
posals, Feb.  I  J,  1440. 

Local  Government  (Ireland)  Act  (l^^i 
Amendment  Bill,  2R.,  Feb.  Ji,  146b. 
1472,  1498,  1505,  1506,  l.m  1512.  IMSl 

Probate  Duty  Grant  —  Distribatwn  t* 
Poor  Law  I  nions,  Feb.  1, 292. 

Turkey 

Imperial  Ottoman  Gnar&ateed  Loan. 
1855,  Accoant  PreseDled.  Feb.  S,  898. 
903. 

Tweedmonth,  Lord 

Kille  Ranges  —  GoTemmeat  iliUtary 
Meosnr^Frfr.  /f,  1190. 

Tyneside  Electric  Power  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb,  9,  1037- 
IB."  Feb.  1214. 

^rone 

Ogllby  Estate,  Sale 

Q.  Mr.  Mumagan  ;  A.  Mr.  AtkioaoOr 
Fdi.  8,  981. 

Union,  Aet        Iwtweai  HwgiawH  and 
Ireland 

Taxation  Grievance— Debate  on  the  Ad- 
dress, Feb.  8,  1003 ;  Feb.  ft,  1066. 

United  States 

Alaska  Boundary  Question— Exchange  of 
Notes.  Jan.  Jti,  45,  64. 

Mails,  Time  occupied  in  Transit — Retnra 

ortlered  (Sir  J.  Leng)  Feb.  13,  1357. 

Money  Orders  Convention  lietween  I'nited 
Stateii  and  foilish  Honitnrait,  Jan.  .pj, 
46,64. 

Nicaragua  Canal,  See  that  Title. 

Parcel  Pont  between  Great  Britain  and 
United  States 
Q.  Mr.  H.  Heaton ;  A.  Mr.  Hanlmrv, 

Feb.  I,  287. 

Univusal  Life  Assurance  Society  Bill 

IB*  Feb.  13, 1165. 

Univwsitiw 

See  Names  of  Universities. 

Universities  [Scotland]  Act,  1899 

Annual  Statistical  Report,  Jan.  3ft,  S3. 

UniveraiUBs  of  Oxford  and  Oamlnidce  Aet 

Statutes  Presented,  Jan.  30,  49,  68. 
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Upton  Towans  Factory 

Explosion,  Report,  Jaa.  30,  48,  63. 

Urqnhart,  H.,  of  the  Gordon  Highlanders 
Q.  Mr.   HeJdermck;  A.   Mr.   J.  P. 
Williaino,  Feb.  fi,  711. 

Vaccination 

Acta,  18B7  to  1898— Petitions  for  Alteration 
of  Law,  Jan.  SI,  157  ;  Feb.  1,  249 ;  Feb. 
.;,  :  Fch.  6,  697  ;  68fi  ;  Feb.  IS,  1166  ; 
Feb.  Li,  1357. 

Local  (ioverDineDt  Board's  Order — ^Peti-  , 
tion,  Feb.  6,  697. 

Vagraats'  Children  Protection  Bill 

p.  IR.*  Feb.  6,  729. 

Vale  of  Bheidol  Light  Railway  Bill 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IR.*  Feb.  />,  1214. 

Vetarisaiy  Advisers  to  the  Board  of  Agrl- 
cultore 

Q.  Mr.  Johnson-Fergnsmi ;  A.  Mr. 
LoDg,  Feb.  6,  718.  I 

Vice-Fresident  of  the  OonncU  of  Education 

Sir  J.  E.  Gorat 

"  Victoria  and  Albert " 

Capnizini;,  Cause  of 

Q».   Su-  £.  Gourley,  Mr.  W.  Allan; 
A.  Mr.  Goschen,  Feb.  1, 279. 

Victoria  and  Albert  Museum 

Itialiano's  Betjuent — Recovery  of  Stolen 
Omanieiits 
Q.  Lord  Balcarres ;  A,  Sir  J.  tioratt 
Feb.  13,  1370. 

Vivian,  Lord 

Sat  tirst  after  the  Death  of  hui  Father, 
Feb.  8,  897. 

Vivisection 

Prohibition— Peations,  Feb.  7,  829 ;  Feb.  8, 
898. 

Voluntary  Schools  (Grants  in  Aid)  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  6,  780. 

Volunteers 

Artillery  Vo!nnt«erM 

Modem  tiunn  ft>r,  etc.,— Statements 
(Maniiiess  of  Laofidowne).  F^.  12, 
1178;  (Mr.  Wyndham),  Feb.  1£, 
1263,  1266. 

Obsolete  Guns 

Q.  Mr.  Bainbridf!:e ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
liam,  Feb.  6,  705. 
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Capitation  Grant,  Inci'eaae 

Sta*ementa  (Marquess  of  Lanadnwne), 
Feb.  n,  1178;  (Mr.  Wyndbaiii), 
1267. 

Ireland  — Formation  of  Volunteer  Corps 

Qs.  Mr.  W.  Johnston,  Mr.  P.  O'Brien. 
Mr.  W.  Redmond ;  As.  Mr.  A.  J. 
Balfour,  Feb.  5,  5t4. 

Mounted  Infantry 

Statement  (Maniueas  of  lAnsdowne), 
Feb.  M  1178. 

Recruiting — Excess  of  Present  Establish- 
ment 

Edis,  Col.,  and  tiie  Inspeotor-Gweral 
of  Auxiliary  Forves,  0»,  Earl  of 
Dunraven,  Marquees  of  Lansdowne, 
Feb.  5y  554,  556. 

Obstacles  placed  in  the  way  of  obtain- 
in;;  Recruits,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  S.  Smit  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  9,  1046. 

Special  Army  Order.  Jan.  2,  1900 
Q.  Sir  A.  RoUit ,  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  1,  274. 

Statements  (Marquess  of  Laniidowne)> 
Feb.  U,  nil;  ,(Mr.  Wyndham), 
1262. 

Reserve— Statement  (Marqness  of  Lans- 
dow-ne),  Feb.  1^>,  1179. 

Rifle  Practice — Providing  snitabiti  Ranges, 
etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.   Mr.  Wyndhun, 

Feb.  1,  275. 
See  also  Title  Rifle  Ranges. 

South  African  War 

Ca.tualties— Publication  and  Identi- 
fication 

Q.  Mr.  TliornUmj  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  5,  572. 

Civil  Service  Volunteers— Pay  and 
Allowances 

Q.    Mr.   Heilderwick ;   A.  Mr. 
Hanbury,  Feb.  6,  707. 

Guns 

Complaints 

V.  Mr.  Bainbridfje;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb.  6,  705. 
Northumberland  Volunteers  — 
Equipment — Application  to 
the  War  Office  to  equip 
Regiment  with  Maxim 
Guns,  &e.,  alleged 
Q.  Mr.  Bainbridge;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  Feb  G,  706. 

MetJTP.  Armstrong'M  Offer 
of  Guns,  etc. 
Q.  Mr.  J.  A.  Fea-e;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham, /"e*.,  5,  913. 

London   Scottish  Volunteers— (»rant 
towards  Outfit,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Weir ;  A.  Mr.  Wj*ndluuu, 
Feb.  6,  706.  ^ 
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Officers*  Coniiiiitwions,  etc.  —  Condi- 
tions of  Employment  ou  Foreig;n 
Service 

V«.  Mr.  M'Crae,  Mr.  L.  Knowles  ; 
Aa.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  J,  274 ; 
Feb.  8,  012 ;  Feb.  IS,  1382. 

Attaching  Qnalilled  OfKcers  to  unite 
in  want  of  Officers 

(ien.  ViMtmA\ ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  IS,  1223. 

Sale  by  Aijency,  etc. 

V.  Mr.  S.  AlacNeill  ;  J.  Mr. 
J.  P.  Williams,  Feb.  12,  1231. 

Soinersetahire  Corns — Failure  to  form 
Company,    Number   of  Men 
unable  to  pasa  Test, 
<}s.  Col.  Murray,  Mr.  Hobhouae  ; 
A.  Mr.  Wyndham,  Feb.  5,571. 

Uitlaniler  Volunteers  —  Governor  of 
Nutal's  Offer,  Number  of  Volun- 
teers enrolled, 
q.  Mr.  W.  Allan;  A.  Mr.  J. 
Chamberlain,  Feb.  5,  566. 

Strenffthening  and  improving  OrganizaUon 
±  of  Uie  Auxiliary  rorces,  Government 
Proposals 

Statements  (Mar(mes«i  of  Lanadowne), 
12Ffb.  1175  ;  (Mr.  Wyndham)  1261 ; 
—Debate  resumed,        13,  1382. 

(For  Details  of  Soheiue,  See  their  sub* 
headings). 

Training  —  Statement  (Mr.  Wyndham), 
Feb.  1287. 

Tote  of  Censure  on  the  QoTenunent 

South  African  War— Motion  (Lord  E. 
Fitzmanrice,  Jan.  30, 113  ;  Jan  SI,  164  ; 
Feb.  1,  295  ;  Feb.  :i,  452  ;  Feb.  6,  690 ; 
Feb.  6,  731— Division,  Feb.  6,  824. 


Seamen,  Hee  that  Title. 
Wagons 

Transport  Wacons  for  Soutli  Africa — 
Useless  Wagons,  alleged 
y.  Mr.  Bainbndge  ;  A.  Mr.  W)-ndham, 
Feb.  6,  700. 

Waima  Incident 

Negotiations 

Q.  Sir  C.  Dilke ;  A.  Mr.  Brodrick, 
Feb.  5,  678. 

Wakefield  Corporation  Market  Bill 

r.  Ortlered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IB.*  Feb.  12, 1214. 

Wales 

Bills  relating  to.  See  their  Titles. 

Llest  Colliery  Explosion 

q.  Mr.  Woods ;  ^.  Sir  M.  W.  Ridley, 
Feb.  13,  1368. 

Railway  Dispute — Arbitration,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  Maddison ;  A.  Mr.  Aken- 
Douglas,  Feb.  &,  582. 

Reports,  Jan.  30,  47,  63. 
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Wallace  Collection 

Opening  to  the  Public 

Q.  Mr.  BaHley;  A.  Mr.  Hanbniy, 
Feb.  12,  124a 

Wallsall  Corporation  Bill 

/.  IK.*  Feb.  U,  1354. 

Wandsworth  and  Fntney  Oae  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feh.  9,  1037. 
1R.*/V6.  1215. 

Wantage,  Lord 

Milituy  Measures  of  the  tio^'emment, 
Feb.  U,  1183. 

War 

Art  of  War     studied  on  the  Continent, 
0.  Marquess  of  Salisbury,  Jan,  SO,  31. 

British  Constitution  an  an  Instrument  of 
War 

0.  Manjueiw  of  Salisliury,  Jan.  SO,  33. 
See  South  African  War. 

War  Office 

Secretarif  of  S/ff /e— Maitjuess  of  Lan-i- 
dowTie. 

Under  Serretanes — Mr.  G.  Wyndham, 
Sir  R.  H.  Knox. 

Financial  Secretary —  Mr.  J.  P.  Wil- 
liams. 

Administration — South  African  Wur 
Balfour's.  Mr.  A.  J.,  De^ce,  Feb. 
6,  816. 

Wyndliain's,  Mr.,  Defence,  Feb.  1,  316. 

Charges  Against  by  a  Volunteer  Officer 
$.Mr.  Brookfield  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndham, 
Feb.  S,  439. 

Clerical  Vacancies — Sons  and  Daughters 
of  Officers 
Q.  Mr.  B.  SfacNeUli  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  8,  916. 

Inq^uiry  Committee  of  1808 

Recommendations  of  Committee 
V.  Mr.  ^.  MaeNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  13,  1229. 

Report 

Q.  Capt.  Norton;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  13,  1363. 

Intelligence  Department  —  Boar  Arma- 
ments and  strength  of  the  Enemy 
Os.  Lord    Mookswell ;   Manjuia  (rf 
Lansduwue,  Feb.  1,  244,  246. 

References  to  in  Debate  on  the 
Address,  Jan.  30,  19,  34,  39,  73,  92, 
103,  149,  168,  179,  190,  193,  201. 

Wyndham's,  Mr.,  Defence,  Feb,  1,  316. 

News  of  the  AVar 

Casualties,  Publication  of  Lists 

Q,  Mr.  W.  Re<lmond ;  A.  Mr.  J.  P. 
Williams,  Feb.  U,  1224, 

Editing  and  Publishing 

Q.  Mr.  Whitmore  ;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  JyS&S. 
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War  Office— co»^ 

News  of  the  War — cont. 

Mager^fontein  Engagement — ^Timeof 
PubiicatioD  of  News 
Q.  Mr.   S.   MacNeill;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  /H.  3,  438. 

Tngela  Retreat— Time  of  Pablioation 

of  News 

Q.  Mr.   S.   MacNeill;  A.  Mr. 
Wyndham,  /"ci.  ^,  438. 

Warden  Estate 

Ejectment  Decrees,  etc. 

Q.  Mr.  T.  J.  Farrell;  A.  Mr.  Atkin- 
9oa,  Feb.  8,  930, 

National  Teachers'  Ilesidence  Site 

Q.  Mr.  Flavin ;  A.  Mr.  Atkin«in,  Fei. 

9,  1056. 

Warner,  Mr.  T.  C.  T.  [Stafford,  Lichfield] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  Improving 
Organisation  of  Uie  Regular  ana 
Auxiliary  Forces, GoveromentPropoaalK, 

Feb.  12,  1303. 

Church  Discipline — Legislation,  i^e6. 7,293. 

Contemplated  Military  Measures,  Feb.  5, 
_  565. 

Home  Defencefl — KepUcitig  Field  Bat- 
teries sent  to  the  Front,  Feb.  5,  0S7. 

Indiao  Army — Replacing  Troopa  sent  out 
to  Soutli  Africa,  F^.  6,  707. 

Lichfield  lUfle  Ranse,  Progreu  of  Con- 
stmetion,  etc.,  Feo.  1, 275. 

Metal  Market,  Government  Purchase — 
Discontinuance  of  Purchase  through 
Broker,  Feb.  2,  1440 ;  Feb.  5,  583. 

Militia,  Embodiment  of,  Fd),  1,  272. 

South  African  War 

Butler,  Sir  W.,  and  Sir  A.  Milner, 
Friction  between— Cape  Colony  He- 
fenrive  Forces  and  the  Occupation 
of  Kimberl^,  Feb.  5,  565. 

Clothing,  Feb.  i,  2ff}  ;  Feb.  0,  700. 

Guns— Continental  Standard,  Feb.  S, 
567. 

Farewells  on  Transports,  Fei.  S,  436. 

Warr,  Mx.  A.  F.  [Liverpool,  E.  Toxteth] 
Marine  Insurance  Bill,  Feb.  IS,  1248. 

Warren's,  Sir  C,  Expedition 

Attitude  of  the  Orange  Free  State 

Q.  Dr.  Clark  ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Chamberlain, 
Ftb.  6,  703. 

Wars 

India — War  on,  or  beyond  the  Borders  of 
British  India,  Return, yon.  Ji,  158. 

Wars  of  tlie  past — Criticism  on  the  Go- 
vernment and  OHicers  in  Cominand, 
Marquess  of  Salisbury  on,  Jan.  30,  30. 

Waste  Lands  Afforestation  (Ireland)  Bill 
c.lR.*/V6.^,42L 
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Water  Supply  Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  2,  421. 

Water  Supply,  Metropolitan 

Royai  Commission 

Minutes  of  Evidence,  Jan.  SO,  49,  65. 
Report,  Jan.  SO,  48,  63. 

Waterford  and  Limerick  Railway 

Dismissal  of  Employees 

Q.  Mr.  P.  U'Bnen ;  A.  Mr.  Akers- 
Douglas  Feb.  5,  583. 

Watermen's  Certificates  Bill 

c.  iR."  Feb.  2,  420. 

Webley  Cartridges 

Defective  Cartridges 

Q.  Mr.  Hedt^rwick;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
ham, Feb.  5,  567. 

Webster,  Sir  R,  'R.—Attorneij   General  — 
[Isle  of  Wight] 

Williams,  Emanuel,  case  of,  Feb.  6,  721. 

Wedderbum,  Sir  W.  [Banffshire] 

In  ia 
Famine 

Number  of  Persons  receiving  Relief, 
and  area  affected,  Feb.  1,  283. 

Relief  —  Circular    letter,  warning 
again-t  Imposition,  Feb.  S,  9l9. 

Natu  Brothers,  Release,  etc,  Feb.  8, 
920. 

Weir,  Mr.  J.  G.  [Ross  and  Cromarty] 

Bomeo-'Natives  and  Chartered  Company, 
Expedition  aj^ainst  Mat  Sallah,  etc., 
Feb.  6,  714 ;  Feb.  13>  1366. 

Brotherhood  Depression  Ra^e  Finder- 
Experiments  at  Gibralter,  Feb.  IS,  1229. 

Deei  Forests — Grievances  of  Crofters  and 
Cottars  in  the  H^tdandg,  Amendment 
to  the  Addtets,  Feb.  8,  973 

fishery  Cmisers  —  completion  of  New 
Cruisers,  Feb.  13,  1370. 

Hydrographical  Conference,  Feb.  1-2,  1236. 

Lee-Enfield  Rifles— Trials,  Feb.  6,  710. 

London  Scoitith  Volunteers  —  Grant 
toward."!  Outfit,  Feb.  0,  706. 

School  Board  Franchise,  Scotland 

Q.  Mr.  Weir;  A.  Mr.  A.  J.  Balfour, 
Feb.  12,  1247. 

South  African  War 

Magersfontein  Engagement,  Highland 

Bri.-jade  Losses,  Inquiry,  Feb.  13, 
1359. 

Transport  Service  —  Return,  Feb.  1, 
270. 

Volunteers  —  Rifle  Practice,  Providing 
suitable  Ranges,  etc.,  Feb.  1, 275. 

Welby,  Lt.-Col.  A.  C.  E.  [Taunton] 

Army  —  Strengthening  and  improving 
Organization  of  R^nlar  and  Auxiliary 
Forces— Government  Proposals,  Feb,  12, 
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Welby,  Lieut. -Col.  A.  0.  ^.—cont. 

SoiuTset  House — Indexes  to  Olti  Wills, 
Compilation,  Feb.  U,  1340. 

Soutli     Afrlcnn    W;ir  —  Proportion  of 
Artillery  Strength,  F^.  9, 1014. 

Wellington,  Dnke  of 

Battle  of  Waterloo  fought  by  Militiamen, 

0.  Earl  of  Nelson,  Feb.  13,  1189. 
Denonnr-ed  by  the  Citv  of  London  dnring 

the    PeniiiHular    War,    Marquess  m 

Salisbury  on,  Jan.  S),  30. 

Wells 

ByElection— New  Writ  and  New  Member 
sworn,  Jan.  SO,  54. 

Wemyss,  Earl  of 

Militia — Military  Mea«ure!t  of  tlieGovem- 
menti,^c6.  W,  1191. 

West  Bnnnwich  Coiporation  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
lE*  Feb.  13,  1215. 

West  Ham  Oorporation  Bill 

e.  Ordered.  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IR.*  Feb.  U,  1215. 

West  Kent  Begiment 

Transport  complaint 

Q.  ('apt.  Norton  ;  A,  Mr.  Gowhen, 
Feb.  iL',  1231. 

Westgate  and  Birchington  Water  Bill 

/.  IR.*  Feb.  1^,  1165. 

Wetlierby  District  Water  Bill 

c.  OrdemI,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
Feb.  lA  1215. 

Wexford 

Postal  Service— South  Wexford 

V-  Mr.  Ffrench ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
Feb.  8,  927. 

Wexford  Bay 

Steam  Trawling  in 

Qs.  Mr.  Ffiench  ;  As.  Mr.  Plunkett, 

Mr.  Atkinnon,  Feb.  S,  933. 
Q.  Mr.  Ffrench  j  A.  Mr.  Goschen, 

Feb.  9, 1055. 

Whisky 

Irish— Weak  Wliiaky  in  Bond 

Q.  Mr.  W.Johnston  ;  A.  Mr.  Hanbnry, 
Feb.  13,  1373. 

Scotch— Samples,     Distribution  among 
Dwelling  Houses 
Q.  Mr.  J.  Wilson;  A.  Mr.  Murray, 
Feb.  13,  1369. 

Whitechapel  and  Bow  Railway  Bill 

/.  IR.*/V6.  13,  1353. 

WWtelock,  W.  H. 

County  Courts  Act,  Order  of  the  Ix)rd 
Chancellor,  Jan.  SO,  51,  70. 
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Whitmore.  Mr.  C.  A.  [Chelsea] 

War  News — Editing  and  PDblL<«hing  hy  tbe 
War  Office,  Feb.  1,  268. 

Wick  and  Lybster  Light  Bail  way 

Order  presented,  Fd>.  9, 1023, 1039- 

Widnes  and  Buncom  Bridge  Bill 

e.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IH.*  Feb.  1$,  1215. 

Williams,  Bmanuel 

Q.  Sir  J.  Lees;  A.  Sir  K.  Web^^ter,  Feb. 
6,  721. 

Williams,  Lt.  Col.  R.  [Dorset,  W.] 

Army  —  Strengtliening  and  improinnc 
Organisation  of  the  Regular  ana 
Auxiliary  Forces  —  Govemmeat  pro- 
posals, /Vi.  1^,  1433. 

Williams.  Ur.  J.  C.  [Notts.  Mansfield] 

Burial  Law  Refonn.  F>'.b.  2,  446. 

Williams,  Mr.  J.  P. — Fitmndal  Secretary  to 
the  War  tj^re— [Birmingham] 

Array  Fstimates,  Issue  of  to  Memlwrs, 
Feb.  IS,  1364. 

Boots  for  Tmoiw— Indian  Contracts,  Prices, 
etc.,  Feb.  8,  910  ;  Feb,  9,  1049. 

Brotherhootl  Depression  Itange  Finder— 
Experiment'4  at  Gibraltar,  Feb.  IS,  1229 

Crimean,  and  Indian  Mutiny  Vetenms— 
Irish  Vetenuia  in  WwlEhooses,  Fti. 

6,  712. 

Urquhart,  H.,  Case  of,  Feb.  G,  711. 

Engineers,  Koyai,  Department  —  High 
Charges  for  Building  Work,  allied— 
Inquiry  into  Administration,  /'ro.  li, 
1230. 

Metat  Market,  (Government  Purchase,  Dis- 
continuance of  Purchase  through  Knker, 
Feb.  S,  440 ;  Feb.  S,  584. 

Netley  Hoepital— Hours  of  Duty  of  Non- 
GommisBioned  Oflicera  and  Men,  Feb.  li, 
1228. 

Patriotic  Fund,  Application  and  Adminis- 
tratioi  of,  etc.,  Feb.  8,  959. 

Ri6e  Ranges — Number  of  Ranges  closed 
and  New  Ranges  opened,  etc.,  U, 
1229. 

Riot,  Suppression  by  Military,  ExpenseB 
of  Troops  employed,  Feb.  IS,  1364. 

Russell  "Shooting  Director,"  Invention, 
Feb.  13,  1232. 

Smith,  G.,  Case  of,  Feb.  IS,  1231. 

Soldiers'  Effects  Fund— Crimean  Soldiers.' 
Widows,  Feb.  8,  916. 

South  African  War 

Boer  Armaments — Expenditure  of  the 
Transvaal  —  Private  Statement 
issued  to  Members  of  the  Volksrasd 
— Orders  for  Guns  placed  wiUi 
Messrs.  Krupp,  etc.,  Feb.  1>,  1223. 

Casualties — Publication  of  Lists,  FA. 
13,  1224. 

Clothing  for  Troops  —  Reserves  oi 
Warm  Clothing,,/V6.  7;?,  12S6. 
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"Williains,  Mr.  J.  V.—cont. 

South  African  War — cont. 


Consulting  Snrgeons,  pay  of,  Feb.  IS, 
1225. 

Enteric  Fever  —  Flannel  Belts  as 
preventative,  Feb.  13,  1226. 

EquipnientH,  los!<  of  —  Charge  to 
Soldiers,  Feb.  12,  1225. 

Fenian  Piisoners  at  Mafeking, 
alleged,  Feb.  U,  1224. 

Forage— Home  (Jrown  and  Foreign 
Prodnce,  Prices,  etc.,  Feb.  1, 
270  ;  Feb.  5,  673  ;  Feb.  8,  909. 

Bad  Hay  supplied  to  the  Koyal 
Dragoons,  Feb.  5,  673. 

Ouns — Manufacture  of  Guns  equal  to 
those  of  the  Boers.  Feb.  12,  1223. 

Homes,  Contracts  for,  Feb.  9,  1048. 

Irish  Brigade  with  the  Boers— Alleged 
Murder  of  a  wounded  Prisoner,  Feb. 
X£,  1225. 

Keserrists  prematurely  called  up — 
Compensation,  Feb.  IS,  1227. 

Separation  AlloM'ance 

Dflay  in  Payments,  etc.,  Feb.  IS, 
1228. 

Widowed  Mothers  of  Unmarried  , 
men,  Irish  MlUti^  Feb.  13^  1360; 
Volunteer  Officers  ^ 

Attaching  to  Units  in  Want  of 
Officers,  Feb.  12,  1225. 

ComniHsiou-s  Sale  by  Agency, 
etc.,  Feb.  IS,  1232. 

Superannuation  and  Compensation  Allow- 
ances, Allotments,  Pay  to  Soldiers' 
Wives,  etc.,  Feb.  IS,  1227. 

War  Office  Inquiry  Committee 

Kecoiumendations,  Feb.  13,  1230. 
Keport,  Feb.  IS,  1363. 


WUlonghliy  de  Eresby,  Lord  [Lincolnsliire,  I 
Homcs»tle] 

Army — Strengtbenicg  and  improving  Or-  ' 
ganisation  of  the  Kegiilarand  Auxiliary  I 
Forces— Government  proposals,  Feb.  IS,  ' 
1444. 

I 

Wills  at  Somerset  House  , 

Indexes  to  Early  Wilts — Re  compilation  | 
Q.  Col.  Welby;  A.  Mr.  Hanbury, 
Feb.  13,  1240. 


Wilson,  Mr.  F.  W.  [Norfolk,  Mid]  ■ 

Army— Strengthening  and  Improving  Or-  ' 
ganisation  of  the  Regular  and  Auxuiary  ' 
Forces,  Government  Proposals,  Feb.  IS,  , 
1402.  I 

Foot  and  Mouth  Disease  Regulations,  ' 
Feb.  9,  1052  ;  Feb.  13,  1371. 

lUBe  Ranges  closed— Itetum,  Feb.  6,  711.  I 

Rifles  —  Suffolk  Hussars,  Incorrectly  ! 
Sighted  Rides.  Feb.  1,  276.  | 
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WilBOn,  Mr.  J.  [Falkirk  Burghs] 

Whisky  Sauiples  —  Distribution  among 
DweUiug  Houses  in  Scotland,  Feb.  IS, 
1369. 

Wilson,  Mr.  J.  H.  [Middlesbrough] 

Crew  Accommodation  on  Mercliant  Ships, 
Feb.  IJ,  1238. 

South  African  War  (Vote  of  Censure), 
Feb.  e.  798. 

Wilson,  Mr.  F.  H. 

.!^L8sistant  to  High  CommisBioner  of  Cape 
Colony. 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeill ;  A.  Mr.  J.  Cham- 
berlain, Feb.  9,  1044. 

!  Wine  and  Beerhouse  Acts  Amendment 
Bill 

c.  IR.*  Feb.  9,  1064. 

Winter  Assizes  (Ireland) 

Orders  in  Council  Presented,  Jmi.  SI, 

159;  Feb.  1,  235. 

Wire  Cutters  for  Troops  in  South  Africa 

Q.  Mr.  Nnssey  ;  A.  Mr.  Wyndbam,  Feb.  1, 
264. 

WinallBaUwayBill 

IR.*  Feb.  13, 1165. 

Wifhing  UrlKui  District  Council  Bill 
I.  IR.*  Feb.  13, 1163. 

Witnesses 

House  of  Commons — Sessional  Order,  Jan, 

Wolseley,  Lord 

Boer  Strength  and  the  Intelligence  De- 
partment 

Q.  Mr.  S.  MacNeUl;  A.  Mr.  Wynd- 
liani,  Feb.  1,  285. 

WolTerhampton  Gas  Bill 

c.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IB.*  Feb,  IS,  1215. 

Wolverhampton,    Essington,  and  Can- 
nock Chase  Junction  Railway  Bill 

e.  Onlered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IR.*  Feb.  M  1215. 

Women's  Suifrage 

See  Titles  Parliamentary  Franchise  (Ex- 
tension  to   Women)   hiW,  F-anchise 
and  Removal  of  Women's  Disalnlitiea  , 
Hill. 

Woodhiidge  District  Water  Bill 

r.  Ordered,  Feb.  9,  1037. 
IR.*  Feb.  IS,  1216. 
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